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:-ﬁ the test the  carryingoul the wishes ol rhe ruling class. A
the imterests of the Under Labour’s Soeial Contraet, ihe working class has beep .
to imp i the very forced to pay for a crisis not of out haking. Real q?hwﬂm_-lﬁv:.:.;
nistration to-defeat at the hands of by 12.5 per cent. Social services bave been cut by £3 billion. Dale ..

| : o ' quenes have grown longer than it any time since the *30s. i s

han and y have borrowed shamelessly from the  Fascist organisations like the National Eront have won recruits s -

. Tories and Liberals their talk of the need to defend the ‘national’  some workers have turmed to_- thisir . ratist ‘solutions’. The:.
~ imterest the claims of individual groups.  Government has helped create conditic lhe fascisis ead .
g As ever, this smounts to nothing but defending the bosses' general  thrive; and its racist immigration ity 1o i
ﬁ""‘”"" those of the workers, They have clubbed together.  — and now also Tory — claims thal blacks are e, "
~ withthe Liberals in the Lib-Lab pact 1o show how sincere they arein  for the crisis. e o

THE LABOUR Government
has got away with things the
Tories only dreamed of because
it has won important political
batiles.

When the flireflghters wenl on
strike 1o defend their living
standards, Callaghan and Co
claimed that the issue was the
future of the Labhowr Govern-
meni. Il ihe frefighiers were
allowed (o break tem per cent,
ather workers would follow.

The Liberals would withdraw
their support. The (-overnment
would fall. The Tories would
relurn.

1 order 1o deal with swéh arguments,
an altermative 1o the Socinl Contract is
requbred. [t is useless to argee 8 “specin
case' g5 did the Fire Bripades Linion
leadors, Thizs merely bolates those
wiorkersengaped tn uggle.

The Government simply repies: °1L
we stick  together with the Social
Contract we all make sacrifices today,

But they will be small compared to the |

Enin for everyone tomorrow. So don't
rock i boat, don't stragele, Tim'l fia
B,

Cuch arguments have a real attrection
1o workers nod imvolved in struggle,
when they siand o make so gains from
theslrugpbes In progress,

Uniormunaiely, sven those like the
Leyland toplroom workers who fook
acton im the face of massive opposition
from their own unbon leaders as well a3
the Cowernment, failed to confroot
these arpuments head on, They tned to
avpid the gueston of the Sodaal
Contract by iaking their stamd oD
another “special case’ — that skilled
workers  should  maintain - e
differentials.

But this made i very dilTicult 1o win
support for Lhelr strike action, becauss
within ihe framework of the Social
Contrset theer inerests appeaced 1o run
quite counter o those of semd-skilled
and unskilled workers,

LEAP FROGGING

The toolmakers’ respomse wad nol 8
new ope, [t owas the way workors
sirupzled in the 1960k, When the pres
used 1o complain aboul seealled “leap
frogging’, this 15 what they . wiere

referring to: one growp of warkers |

going into struggle for parioy followed

by another 1o mainiain differentials,
That was all very well in the "6is.

Wages kept ahead of prices. There wis

‘Tall employmeni’. The social services |

were  expanding.  Women  gained
increased rights, such as the 1967
& hortion Act, and desplie low pay were
encouraged Lo ek employment. At
soch o time, the idea of looking after
i e tigebe things and betting the bag things
look aiter themscives pppeared guite
credible

With the presenl messive attacks on
living standards, and on isswes such as
raciam  apd restrictions of wWomen's
righis, we can no longer rely on the
mecthvods of the st decade. These “hig
questions’ are ignored a1 our peril, The
Cirunwick sirikers found TERE- oven .a
fight for trade union recognition has
iwdved o head-on confrontation with
the Stade,

The crisis & mot of the workers'
making. Wiy should we mke Tespan-
sihility for it theouph wage Tesitnni?
We musl campaipn oo break the Social
Clondract

BREAK PACT

[he Liberals dizd ot join the Tib-Lal
pact to defend the interests of L
workers. They did so 10 prop wp the
Crovernment's  anti-working class
policies, The pact must be broken,

Aunited Tightback can only emerge if
we iake a chear sLand on such issues, But
it is not enough o fight sg=inst e
Government™s policlss. We must also
put . foreard alicrnative polecics —
pocinlist policles,” which can provide
Lasting gains for the working class from
ibs strugples.

Fvervone knows thar a girike for
higher wages is very difficulr o win,
Bt it can be done. The British Oxveen
workers won X per cemt. BPat with
inMathon running in double figures this
will soon be eroded; Workers have 1o
run to stand still,  Demands ke
automatic cost of living increases can
provide lasting gains and represeat part
of g socialist alternative to Laboor's
Socipl Contracl.

In the face of the racist onslought of
the Tories and the Fascists, the Labour
l=aders engage in debale about hiow
many Backs should be kept out of
Bricain. Bul black people are oo mors
responsible for the crisis than are white
workers. We mast insist oo the repeal
of all immdgration laws and an end to
all comtrols:

T A RN K S AR
See you at the Conference!

SOCIALIST CHALLEMGE Is eulling
a irade woion conference. 'We have
approsched Socialisd Voice smd Hig
Flame newspapers io joinily sponsor
the comferemce on the basis of broad
agreerent wiil the perspective oatlined
i Ulis broadaieee .

The conference is mot desigoed o
establish & mow body in oppeoaltion 1o
iher orgassations of the befi. Tt will
provide a forem where militamis can
cuchanse expericmces. Discussbon will
centre on kow 1o fighl for | enibed
democratlc nrgumBalion to  srdgghe
apainsi ibe clas collaborationist right
wing ‘for policies In ihe mieress of
workers and for 8 snlon lessdendip
prepaned to carry these oaf,

Purticalar emphasis will be placed on
drawing out bkssons from the Grunwlek
wnal Tirelighiess’ sirikes a8 U0 o
mililanis can suppori and gkl for
sisciadisl polbcies in e conlext of smch

L1 -

We will he dicussing campalgms for
sockalisl - policies oz defend . llving
siameinrdy ;yainst racism, for women's
righis, med for  democracy im  the
unloms.

And we will be discussing the general
beseons  thal can b drawn  Brom
developmenis in panibouder industries
and mmiona Tor the fight for o dass
simgghe lefi-wing In  the Eaboar
el a8 3 whioke,

Resclinnary  mitncks  on  women's i
rights musi be met with areal soammir- |
ment 10 pelicies for free abortian on
densand, ndequate poesery - Tacilities,
poid maternily leave and s oo, Such
demands ape semmed up in dhe
| Working Women's Charie

The example of the Charcer holbds ol
dher leazoms, I has hecome policyin o
number of wnions, The whire-collar
sectton of the - Engineering  Linion,
TASS, for esumple, was guick o
eindorse the Charter bui il has neve
lagnched anw real fight arowmd §is
demandy,  Part and parcel of aoy
compaign lor socialist pobcees 1n° the
pminmns niist be a fight for a kadership
prepared 1o support mne further mass
acticn 1o win them

| lasl vear,

Rank and ffle mifitanis hive shown
their ‘enthusiasm  for uniting  and
disciessing the policies for launching the
fightback. When salled 1o take action
by . their  beaderships.  they  hove
responded — like the” B0,000-sirong
demtonsication. aguinst s cuts in
Movember P76, When there appearsd
i b vighle forums for discussing
policies and orgamsing aroumd then,
they hawe been guick to rally arcnand
them. Three thovsand =~ debegaies
prtemded the Sszembly on Usemplboy-
ment in March 1976 1200 artended the
February 1997 conférence  of  the
1.iatson Commistes for the Defence of
Trade Upions. &  similai  number
stended the “Lesland TUE! in March

OPPOSITIONS

Sdeps mownrds  buibding aTpRnised
oppmitions o the right wing have
advariced in @ number of umions. The
Broad Left in the Ciwil Service Lnion
adopied at its lasy conference fightiiag
policies and an opsn democratic
gtrucure, Al tendencies are freg o
anerare inside itand pui forward thein
awn positbond. Minority positions Bre
represented on b keading bodies and io
itz journal, O s basis, it succesfully
led the fight painst right-wing aszaults
on union  demoecracy ab the  pecent
CP&A rubes revision conference.

The Socizlist Teachers Alliance in the
Mational Union of Teschers isa small
bt imporiant devedopment. 1L seeks to
involve  lefi-wing  teachers  in i
democratlc opposition and fights for
wnited action with ather left tendencies
in the union, Smaller class struggle
jendencies have heen se1 up in Ehe
Maticnal Union of Public Employees
and in the Comlederarion «f Health
Servior Employess.

All “over the country, @ Support
couminittess for the Grunwick strike
orpaplsed  elfective  solidarity By
grouping locdl activists to fight for
support in the local labour movemnent,

Sich steps noed development and
extension into other arens and Wmons,
[he ohiective mias be the creation of g
clags strugele lefy wing in the Labour
movernenl asa whiols,

Froed with 8 similar situation 1o thal
| of roday. sociplist aceivisis tn the 19205

Formed the Minority Movement, This

monvERenl Wwas able & ach s an

arganising cenrrs for struggle as well as
waging & fipht agsinst the right-wing
leadership,

we nesd our Minority Movemsend
taday. Mot a carhon copy of something

{hat exiseed S0 vears ago.  Dul-a

mserment, orgenised and democratic,

prepared fo fight for socinfist paticies
| and aleadership prepared i carry them
| oL
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Trade Union Leaders

The backbone of Labour’s policies

THE TRADE UNTON leaders
have been the backbone of
supporl for Government ' poli-
chies
i immigralion conirels. Mol
omly  have Former “lefis’
Jones, Scanlon and Daly Failed
to oppose the Governmeni’s

afacks; they lhave actively
assisted .
(kher bleaders, like NUPE'S Alan

Fisher — who oppised the cuts —
divided the streggle ol public sector
workers from those in private indusory
by supporting ihe Social Comiract, The
fight against the cuts was fragmented

— from the Social Contract |

like |

after-the masaive day of Sctes on 17
Movember [276.

1 eaclers of pmions in the privaie seotor
wsed o simmdlar ‘divide and rule’ policy
Inestend of lighting Lhe Social Confract,

they took thetr stand oo defence of |

differentials, thereby dividing low-paid
andd Betrer-paid workers,

DIVISION

Divisiond oo sex lines are sharpened
by e demamnd For *women oug first" in
the event of redundoncies, while the
MUC*s fatfure 10 campsign for a L350
minimuam wage has hil paricularly
hard ai low-paid women workers.

Foilyre to take ap policies 1o fght Lor
the right toweork threatens Do divsde Chi

by the fallure to organise pationally | emploved from the unemployed, And

& &

'..-.-'_.;.,‘4_--1,_1

EEEUMQL Do Nur Wornl
‘Us 1

WE Dew7 CARE WWHAT
| They Say |
et Sipe TRico We Wi
2TOpP SRR
L. WE GeT Epu:;g'
P -:

ST ey -y L

}

A

the support of many epion lepders for
immégration conrrels and the racist
‘soncher’ - system  despens  divisions
Alomp racial liness ;

The trizde union [eaders have impased
the Ciovernmen:'s palivies on the rank
and [ie thrcugh blatant hssaulls oo
trade unlen democracy, Belore last
Seplemiper’ s
Mugh Scanlon and his croddes o the
Engineering Unkon leadership refused
to recall  ihe LUEW's  Mactomal
Commitiee o voie on the 12 moulh
rule,

When 11 came 19 Congress, Scanlon
ignored the posifion previoasly Laken
by his Mational Commilbes in Swppor
of Tree collecrive hargzining aind — in
spite of The apposition of the ALIEY
debegation meeting — cagl the union's
wobe in fevour of the role.

Jack Jonmes announced: in advance
that if Congress adopied ilbe role, the
‘Transport angd Ceneral Workers Union
would Toyally carry oul the will of 1he
majerriey: Uee majority of the TLIC that
is, mok of the TOWLI

The TULC lesdership, however, did
not  consider  themseives.  similarly

Procle Limon Congress, |

| by brainches bt by divisians,

the call for o campaipn against the
‘ppidelines’. And they Failed 10 st on
the Congress. decisions  on the
Crrunwack daspaie.

The prize for the mos  blasnl
manoeuvies of the year musi be
reserved [or the right-wing majority on
the misers! union exscufive. First, they
thed  to o overiorm  WLIN  conlerence
decisiens on the wage clam and
incentive scheme through a natsomal
ballat. Then, when they lost the balio,
they overlurned the decisions pdway|

AUTONOMY

In ather uions, the leaderships have
attempled 1o nieke permanend D
intiy union democracy through rule
changes,  In the Mational Undon of
Teachers, an assaull on the AULONOIY

ALAN FISHER: divides ihe pouhblic
gacior ' from  workers In privete
iy,

of  bocal “brapches has  oathawsd

unclficial srrike action. In AUEW | cedures have heen fought tooth and
{TASS) — the Engineering Union's | nail by the buréancracy,

whitecollar s=ction — delegates to | To safeguard harmonious participa-

fion (6 British Leyland’s job-cutting
Edwardes plan, Transport and General
Waorkers Union of ficials have initfabed
g full scabe witchmd apainsl elacted

conference are no longer io be elected |

In the AUEW, officials will now be
chected by postal ballot. And adtempts
to demecratise unions e APEX and

consirained. Deaplie Congress's Tejecs
tion of e 10 per cent Bmit, Ly
refised 10 suppar the firelighters and

alreads

the Electricians’ Lok,

shori o4

Cowley pssembly plant convepor Bob
Fryer- and  depuoty  convesor  Alan®
Thornedt

which are
democratic  pro-

The Communist Party

The Broad Left

UNDER HEATH and even Wilson, the Lisison
Committee for the Defence of the Trade Uinions
was associated with all the most important trade
union baiiles.

Against In Place of BStrife; the Indusirial
Relativns Bill, snd incomes policy; for the
freeing of the Pentonville Five, and, belatedly, in
the siruggle ta free the Shrewsbury building
wirkers.

Im the basi few venrs, however, tee Liglson Commities sod
Hrosd Left formations have witerly failed to organise any
resistamce to ihe Laboor Covermmeni's attacks,

The Assemibly on Unemployment in sprimg 1976 passed &
resluiinn culling for ihe sdilap up of local commibless
mething was dome. The Lizison Commitiee conference in
1977 wlse called Tor locadl LOCDTL: — asgein moihing
happensd. After colling 3 Duy of Action oo 3 April lasi
vear, the Leviand “TUC falled to mobilise even Leyland

workers lhemselves, In facd, Leviand comveniw mad
prominent CF member Derek Hobinson actively foughi
aymins sirike action on the day.

The paolicies pui forsand by Usese conferences were in
general simphe repetlibons of ibe *Alernalive Ecomomile
Podicy” of the Tribune group of Laboar MPs: refindion of
the economy, import controb, ond ihe like, & flzht aroond
these demamds woubd effectlvely dbe wawkers o asn
alterautive bosxes” ‘solution” o the crisls, rather fhan
mobising workers in a fight for socinfist policies againsd the
employers apd ihe Government. The CF leadership, as
wsiral, provided no opperiunity for amendments (o their
progrased maetdons and declarations,

Hehind these tighily stnge-munuged conferences and thelr
adopdionm of weak-kneed resolutions ks the CP's aotien of
“keli wnidy', For them, this mewns an alllance with ibe ‘left’
irade union and laboor keaders, Bl the sciivily of iBess
“pefiz’ has been so spineless thoi ln order 1o grin an ullionce
with them it is oecessary fo snerifice the inlerests of the
working class,

The Socialist Workers Party

Rank and File

THE CONFERENCES and activities of the
Socializi Workers Pariy-inspired Rank and File
groupings have bheen fuelled by the loss of
presfige of the Ligison Commitlee,

In sharpeontrasi to the LCDTLU, Bank and File
has siood For @ real fightback against the Lobour
Crovermment's ailacks,

The Bighe to Work conference i Movember 1976 aliracted
some Til labour movement delegates. The Rank and File Ci
ordinating Committes confercnoe Jast Movember was rather
smaller, wilh just over S00delegates.

But Rank and File with itz We are the left' saoce, hasbeen
unable 1 make aoy real headway Feom the erisiz in the
Lisison Committes, otk Rank and File and the Right to
Wik Campaign have consistently claimed to e Fir more
powerful than they acoually are; im reality, neither represent
puofe than & small minority of even those who have been
previcusiv mobilized by the Linison Comenitiee,

What is required is a real sorupgle to unite with odlivasts
wha have traditionally suppocted the LCDTLU — no
fraudulent claims and posturing. Instead their clalns have
heen  ukereasingly nbsurd, When  the Raok and File
conference called & ene-day strike in support of the fire-
lghters, Soclalisl Worker declared: “We are the rank and
file’; that noching could be forcher from the truth was
dempnsirated when nobasdy atall heeded the strike call.

The increasing olatkon brought upen Rank and File by
sach claime and fhe consequent “join s ot be damed’
ultimatums has made the SWP think again, The ‘from’
image of the Rank avd File proupings must be "weakened"

they howve declured. This i centainky a step-in the righi
dlirection, Bur to provide a vehizle for a genwine broad unity
in actinm, their 'Tronl’ character woukl have to be buried
rather than wenkened and their stiuctuees demacratised To
permit open debate ot the pelicies that ars reguired.

Rank and File has never developed a clear set of policies by
which the working class could make lasting pains Erom s
stewprles, Tt hns imited itsel! o calls for more militancy.
Buch calls are woefully inadegquate

it is not the working ¢lass's lack of militancy which has
heen Uwe abaio problem, It has been the lack of clear
albsrnative palicies (o those al the irade anion and labowr
leaders, To believe, ns ome delegate argued at last
Fovember's Bank and File conference, that *1F you look
alter the licle things, the big things will look afer
themselves™; that all s well if militancy is maintaioed
day-to-day stragekss in the workplace — i= 1o live in choned
cuckon land.

Cither groneps, such as the Campalgn for Democracy in the
Labsour Movement backed by the Workers Socialist Lengue,
shar= with Socielisi Challenge 1 commitment o clear
socialisr policies.

The CTILM, untoriwsately, doss not undersiand the poed
to fight for these policies thidugh wnity in action wills
supporters of the Liaison Committes and Raok and File,
What is nesded is nid yer another tendency [0 ComLETRoEe
itseli 1o these bodies, ol one commitied (o fighting within
them for their unilicatbon on a demecratic hasis.

Ciply om these conditinns will its fight for socialist palicies
in the trade unione makes a real contributlon (o bailding &
class srrugple befe wing rather than & seciarian excuse fof nal
dhaving o
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Why we’re comin

Pat Hickey

Denny Fitzpatrick

hhllln'ﬂH"'T‘“'ﬂﬂF Rapord

Since the collapse of
thee British Leviand
Muotor Corporation, and
its full-scale hackdoor
nationalisation under the
hanner of Hritish

Leviand, the company's |

union  leaderships  have
had their own versions of
the Social Contract. This

Social Contract  has
involved 1he umions in
participation in  one
form or another, &x-
plains PAT HICKEY.
Wiglcomexd by the |

Communist Party as g mdyor
exlension of demsocracy, partl-
cipation has meant the unions
carrying:  oul TrRitnapCcmEnl
decisions, o :.|'_1'|'H.'il15 F‘I-.."d'lll-"-'-
yily, pusishing strikers, accep-
ring redundancies.

If the knterests @l & “sirong
Leyland’ the union leaderships
have acoepled A& IGOmES
pedicy mors siringent than the
ore beng enforced nationally.
lis greatest success o date was
the Michael Pdwardea mesting
It méanth when unlon repre-
senlatlves  and  mAnaRgemetl
voled sogether 1o get rid of
0= 30,0000 jobs.

I'o conlinue on this course
the uninn beaderships have had
1o gtifle the acsivity of their
membership. When the -
makers struck against the
incomes  policy  the  unions

bosses cobcentroled on ALlac-
king the strikers.
When Leviand managesmen]

refus=d [0 recognise  Alan
Tharnell  as  depuily  senior
stewaerd, the unioms responded
by laving chorgess | spainsl
Thormett  aned esght OTher
stewards.  Wage  isgodEaiE0nS
haive been hasded over (ooa
joint negilinting - commnitee,
nol accouniable o the shop
flonr, The combing commiiies
h
Speke workers ool issde o
slatement;

Plunt lepderships have be-
come ihe ol line for the
union  bureauceacy,  IF this
process coplimaes the uninns in
I eyinnd will be mere tonls of
manngement

The kil muost Degin i
arganise now to chall=nge Uids
situation; to fighe for an end ©

paitbelpdtion,  mgainst - the
Bdwarde's plan, in delence ol

llving ssandards.

This can bedane by building
a class mrupgle oppodition in
Leyiand which unites on a
national — level ol those
tendencies and forces who are
opposed Lo the policies of the
present leadership.

The Saciallst  Cholenge
trade  unien conference  will
prevvide those of usin Leyldd
wilh @&n opporsumity i learn

| Fram  the = =xperience  of
milianls in ather uniong aod
secioes abour how o Bepul o
build ‘& strong class scruggle
Opposiion.,

...why don’t you?

I¥ yoru are incerested inattending the Socialist Challengs
Trade Unlon Conferenee, jusi 0 ik form and send i
tip S Trade Tininn Conference. PO Box 50, London M1,

NAME.....

ADNDRESS.00

Lalsaur movemenl psilions meld. . ...
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done nothing o help the |

Denny Fitzpatrick is
member of the Execulive
Committee of the Social-
ist Tegehers Allianee and
a tepcher at Paddingion
sehoal in London. Five
Landon srhoils

including heér own e
presently facing closure
or amalgamation, They

are fighiing back.

Hy 155, the [ LT
Crovesment - wall  have ol
ET AN million  from  tne

cdiscation budget. Local auth-
orities, with mo aliefiarme 19
these Tory pelicies have bosn
mplementing cufs piccemenl —

sgieering and saving in evers |

rossible ared.

The trade unben leaders have
done Fitthe 1o stop this. The
chvure of reachsr  Irwiniicg
codleges, reduction in nilow-
ances, cuis in supply ancd part-
time . Leachioe - smafl - and
increases 1 the price of school
meils have follomedl.

Mo, 1o make real savings,
the adtharicies wre having 1o
make cuis thar reslly hure So
witl 20,000 repistered unem-
ployed  reachers  (and  mor:
hesides) npnion members - are
Bt compulsarily transferred
[ram one schoal 1o ansther,
redeplovment,  sackings  and
redipdanciss aid now
closurs of schonpls,

The Governmest and auth-
orities have the nerve 1o argue

| thar s nob - goestion of

cithacks, There are declining
pumbers of children cnrering
schoods. — rhey tell us Char
cohal closuras are 4 gecesgary
raticmalisation for such ' falling
ol

In Westiiinsier thres newly-
il comprebensive schoolks
face the thicar of closure and
rationaligation’. T anEwor
this threal we have produced an
alperpative pian. Oar plan is
based on- keepine all schools
ppeitand safegumrding all jobs,

Uliks the muthooly's, ic is
ol dirmired o three schoods, Do
covers the whele of the aren,
W ooomre lighating far
communizs-hised schools with
a class size ol 25, With less
children, tur plan provides for
miore space and more egquip
et ol rewndd.

Cr cantpaigo

in Wt

minsies mvolves the studenis,
pirents and local raale union-
fais. W haye Tormed democ-
ratpc and representadive Iniee-

umnipis  committers i L
sehonls: an buter-schod] gction

coMminstes: and  an o achion
conumEtes o imvalve  Lhe
PEMEs,

Throed L Teades Counctl,

we hpve called 2 public meering
{0 broaden the tase of the
campaign and we arganised a
labhy ol the London Regional
[.abaor Pacty Confersnce,
nexn seep will be ooooen o the
SUPEIT we've pol ko Soins
real acrlion a Tobby of the
leer Longdon Education suth
ariwis plunmed,

W estmilnater WEST has 1akein
thie léad In the campaign, st
gie  BLUT  aaticmally. has po
palicy ro gefend edicarton, The
Execuitive has Lmaled - actinn
apainat the Government's culs
o losat provses, Iostesd of
MOLAHNE & CAmpaign ngnins

Dick Hall

Ee s S

b

by DICK HALL, NUM MEMBER, and supporier of

R R

The Collier, Worksap Main Colliery, M. erhyshire.

WIHO WOULD have suspected there was open

I eollaboratinn

beiween  our
offictals in the National Union of Mineworkers, the

so=called  moderale

Coal Board, and this Tory..er. samy,...Labour

The seme Labour Gowvern
ment which camie [0 power an
the backs of the miners, and
incidenrally 1he same Chovern-
meent which had the key eleerion
seombse of 8 relurn o fres
opllective bangaiing.

Somekow iis tacned inta the
miost rigidly enforeed visluntary
paF restraint,  Thig kind o

the Governmenl's atimcks it has |
supparied the Sovial Coninct
and eisviplired membears whi
vweanted i take effective action
Teachers” - salaries  have
lined ahoul Haper ceni, A Tighl
peiins school closures, nesins
curis in wapen, jobs and services
inviodves a fipht agains the right
wing uznibo beaderships

The Sopialist  — Teachers
Allianer 18 pledped o uniting
the left o the WLT araund
policies for a fightback.  In
recenit ebections in Leamded,
5TA candidate=s came within
) votes (o ol over 4,10K) of
defeating the right-wing, pro
Exccurive candidares, The 5TA
i5-a demoeratic tendency with
open debare in ils o Jouznak,
sociallst  Tewcher. and  ali
currenrs - represented - on igs
leadine bosties,

b |

hetrayul._blocdy hefl, wring
word apain.. co-nperalion
musl reglive ceripin saciilios
fromm (e partisipanis, which
hear cloge scristing.

Even Joe Gormley and his
right-wing  majority on  the
MUAM exoccutive Deswlly 14 1o
11} had to make saczilices,

They ‘were, Tor example,
abliged o overlum  the
demopratic  wishes  of  the
majority ol . the
mernbership. 1L was.  the
leadership,  reowember,  who
insisted on having o balloc an
the productivity scheming —

ewen  afier  confergnce  had
rajected these propoxals.
The leadership was - alss

forced &3 overturn the decision
ol the annurl com e (that s
the jamborss we all thoughi
was our suprems body} on our

Bui the et in the NUT s
stilldivided. An imporrant task |
befare s i bo witify thelefiona’|
demneratic basks, in partzik
far-the 5TA o unite with the
SW Puinspaned Rank and Fits,

[ shall be ping 1o the
Sncialisl - Challenge  Trade |
Linien Copnference nol o lind
all the gnswers but o discugs
b (o bizikd a brond based ansd
uniled oppasition in the wnions
— ooé that can begin Lo fight

:|u_|iq,||_|;;u|'§,' for 1h= =afl if
aodictes and | aclions  aeEtre
CRREEAIEnIng wrcmand 1]

WEsInEer

wage claim,

Thex dida’t of course, have
their awn staodesd of Lviog
¢, but then we van't really
expect e o shoulder all the
caorilfios.

There has been a dramatic
chunge dince the beady days of
T2 and "4, Bven in Apparel
suceess the seeds of defeal can
be soan, Hull of what yda gan
by milizant sctionis lost around
ik peptinting table, wemeone
pnce said — a facf well
wndessrood by Lord Wilher-
tures, who headed the inguicy
alter the *T2 sioike.

unIan -

Government linking the introduction of productlvity
denls and our acdoal wage claim?

His reporr contaioed  wo
dangerons cleuses. Clause 4R
moved the date of aegotinting
cur annual  glgim  from
Movember o March;  which
meant we lost foer monochs-and
censiderably  weakened  owr
bargpining strengih. )

Clauss 33 WHS sk &5 Serious
I said that there shodld be A
productivity  scheme,- - wlich
‘should e meresl natkonaliy
aind conld be bated on LneTepses
i productivity nasonatls or by
incdividual pis, cor- by @
combination of the lwa
Mo, we are reapripe
larvpst.

ware deaths, - acsidents and
divesseare on the cards wick the
treduetion  of  ingeniive
schernes desipned 10 break the
iziey af the union.

Tke BUS et has also been
shown (o bBe wanting. Faosd
witli the nrdeEacrans
manueuyies of the right-wing,
first Keni last Cicinber snd then
Arilur - =Scarzill's  Yorkshire
Arayin December loakad o the
courts gather than the power of
the rank aed Hile,

The Goavernmenl has achiov-
el something which the Tores
oly dieame of — weakening
the witiey of the miners. . We
have lost our sbreoptlt by
planing owr hopes fal 00r THoT-
revallahie afficiuls.

Whar we have failed to reallss
15 1hat mikitant action by itsslT is
nob sufficient ie the tace of an
enormioes  crEis . and  he
Coscrnment’s  attacks.  The
Sociglist  Challenge  Trade
Usnitan Conference will provide
an tmportant forum e
milizznits 1o duscuss owr podidicsl
TERHISE.

Lhe




