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John Tyndall on the anti-fascists who picketed
the NF’s meeting in Brixton on 15 April:

“When the National Front is victorious, and
forms a Government — as it will — these people
are going to be swept off the streets...

‘We will deal with them without mercy!’

CARNIVAL!Y! AGAINST THE NAZIS oiis
mmmmwm*nmmmmm
MARCH TO VICTORIA PARK+~TOM ROBINSON BAND AND STEEL PULSE

THBLAMESET WY ANTI AT LEAGLE 12 LITTLE NEWIPCIFT STRELT, LOKMOON WC-E, TOGITHER WITH BOCH ACANST MALISM, HACK AT CANSFLICH LCAIRET FACEDY - \MCHMEY CRC, LD TOWER BAMLETS FOYVESENT AlAWST RALIGM £ FASLISM
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and

Socialist
Unity

WHY DO wa siand candidates againsl Labour? Aré we an
altesnative? What is our ceniral slogan for the Genaral
Election? Thess and many ofher guasiions hews been
gzked of ws in recen! weaks as the Sooiadfst Uiniy
In:emmlgn has god inla gear, Let us therefore raply to

.

wio stand candidatas againal Labour beceuse we Daliave
that 1 iz wesential to project & scclalist alameaiive in flocal
and natipnal atactions,; 1o Iry and catalyse a curranl which
i sympathatic to spoiafiat poditics, More than that, they
offer miliants who are fighting for class struggie policies
1o show through thair campaigne and strugplas Now thair
policies are ihe ohes which can eke the fightback
forwand. Elsctions gisg halp us to have a dialogua with
thar masses: a banedicial axpenisnoe for mosl socialists in
thig coundry.

N'.:""‘ I & frue fhar becauss of the sman size of tha
revaiutonary soclalisl left its Impact will Ba minimal
compared 10 that of the |large parties. Byt given tha
pregent political climate we have 10 recognics that a
p-:hl:.?.-::ll!nl'l 13 taking place n many cifiag. Tha fasciaks
arg offering their soluticna and winning supgar. W s
simply not sufficlant for rewalutionaries 1o cambat tham
witn  limaeless fruths  and advice to vote  Lebour

Honetheless we can anty 8o this in a limited number of
localities ang constiiusnoies, This isa rellection af our
waakness. On a mass leval, the only atternative to 1ha
Torbas ia Labour. The Labour Party remainsg linked to ihe
tracte Unions, Il 2 the organised woroers wiho constifute
Labour's social base. |11 would, of course, be nicer Il s
wiEdd A revodutionary panly which had such a bass Bai
there isn1. So we s for the metorn of & Labour
Govarnmeni as the alaciions.

We cannot posture 85 8 serous alternalive on that eyel
Dur sirengih confinuees to lie in owr |dess, What s
important is thal the esisdence of an Important fayar of
activiats in the unions and slsewhare enables uS o test
out some of these ideas in practice, Bocialist Unity is one
such wahicle, Thare are other avenuas and thesa have to be
sapdorod Bg wall,

Whal wea uiterly reject is any idea thal Labour has been
detached from Ha working class base because of s
mactionary sitial and sconomic podicies. As long B2 1t
&lill has that suppor, revodutionarkas will be lett with tittle
altermative Bul fo call for the return of a  Labour
govemmant. To advocate abslention would be & slgn of
political bankruptcy

This
issue

WE HAVE already explained the chamoiar of this issue
of the paper. Substantial sactions of it had to b laid oul
In aivanca In ordés fo enabla [he editoral  stab
amnd  Jgasignara 1o atdsnd  [he coalerance of the
International Markist Group last weoekend., We are sune
thal most of our readers will not take [ amiss {in facl
miwme of you might aciually prafer i), The Edilaral Board.

H you sgres with these prnciplas snd wanl to be
Envobved In activities by Soclalist Challsngs 2]
I youwr area, flll In the lorm below and sead I 1o ua:

| &m Interadied In more Infonmallon about sctiviliss in
My Mrea.

| would llke sdditional lierslure and snolose S50p ko
mcﬂi‘l‘l,

[Crmlwba il nal applicsbis]

RONRERR

Band to Sockalist Challengs, 328/ 8 Upper St, London N1,

Class struggle in the localities

AN THE local elections draw near, the Socialisi Unity

candidates are

slepping

up their campaigns,

Hundreds of thousands of manifesios have been
produced, many local meetings have tuken place and,
in & number of areas, door-to-door canvassing has

met with positive resulix.

In Liverpool, Birodagham,
Berfton, Bradford and Londaon,
Lo neEntaon but a few areas, SU
candidates are on the march.
Blost af them will be aftending
the Anli-Max Carnival on 30

VOTE
SOCIALIST

EEN CROCEWELL is fighiing
in Bagingsl
AUEW  shop-steward  and
says: ‘i I'm alected | will be
tha only volce of opposiiion
an the cosncil...'

oka. He iz & local Worker and shop-s

April wich their supporrers. In
Bradford, a well-known antl-
fascial militant, Heuhen Ceold-
berg, is the SU candidate, He 13
being supparcted by a wing. of
the  local “Indian  Workers

FIGHT BACK AGAINST
FE R e BN
Rt
FALLPST oWl HIASTS AR
REE TRECT bk AT
RO RORG u HOH SPRT

VOTE
ian
HEVES

SOCIALIET UNITY
on Moy dih

laW HEYES is & building
tewnrd  in
the Manchesier direct works
deparimant. He Iz also &
daimgate to the Balten Trades
Councdl, lan has besan an
activa fighier agalnst reciam
and fagelsm snd 1ad The fight
on the Trades Councll againgt
Labour's decision 1o el the NF
uga the local town hall for A
receni masting,

Labour |Socialist Unit
hits the road

Assizaling, Al 3 meeling ol
kKashmnrl - workers - in
iford last week, Tariq Ali
appeitled  for suppocl  for
Linldberg

In Lomdan, one of O
candidistes in Hammersmizh s

Clarlie  van  Geldersn,. &
veleran socialiat, Chaslie was a
Labour - councller In  the

Fifties. He i noow ver 60 vears
ald, but still going sirong, The
campaipns have een o oot
SUCCEES

HILOA KEAM

Yamdmis e
Wep i

HILDA KEAN @nd DAVE
LAWRENCE mre both local
teachers in the East End, In
addiion 1o the SU plaifarm
1hey are calling on supporters
ia Ffight to sawve the Robes
Montefione  Schoal and  ihe
Bethnal Green Hosplial,

The © Socialist Woarkers
Parly, which was presjoosly
oppased o partigipating  in

lozal choctions, hms a candidaie
in the Spacallbeld ward of Easr
London, where Hildn Kean
bent rhe. MF and 1he Tories
towarcd the eqd of lest yenr
Hilda s sranding again Lhis
year. In [slington the S0 has
s candidmies, e o
amiilious interventlon to date,
Hete . pre. some. af the

candidates,

Fasllingtan Yeyml -
Fhursday dih My

DiANA UDALL and ADRIAN
YEELES pra only iwo of SU's
gt candidates in Islinglon.
They will ba sianding in tha
Tallinglan wasd. They stand
lor & cowncil that lights bhack.
Theair moded councll 13 that of
Clay Crogs. Diana told wus:
Islington  neasds 8 lew
Councillors who are angry.'

Brixton

e

Never the same again

THE LEFT in Brizion won't be
the samé &fier the Lambeth
by-electlon camprign.

When you read this vou will
probably kmow how Socialise
Unily and all ihe oiher
candidates did {o the polls. We
idn’L.

A good vale for Socalis
umity's John Chase will be a
bonus— amindes of the impact
the campaign hes made.

Bui the imporiunt gains have
wmready been mude and cam be
developed wmtil bong wfier the
voting has beem Torgoiien

Im ibe lmsl week or so the
campalgn has dramaticully hig
the sireeds of Brixton: dreet

meelings. a seriex of posters,
leafleis on various aspecis of
ihe compaign's platform, amd,
perhaps mosi  imporianidy,
individunl canvazsing on (he
donrsteps and In the shopping
PEITeS,

The pre-dlecibon rally  on
Bunidsy had a disappolniing
turm-nat, but i was neverihe-
less @ hig pdvance for (ke
campwEign.

In wn informal atmosphere
peaple from bocal campaipns.
the smli-rucist commitice.
ALARM, ike sockalis-feminlst
groops, school sudends, and

| oikers who had never beem
U involved in o political sctivily

These ahupld
BN groupisg loaetic

to hnltsij"a sl rangy ol prdisal

were able io discnss how the
cumpuign  related  to the
siruggles they were myvolved in
and how il combd better inke up
[heede Basies.

All seemed 1o agree on fwo
tdngs. The open, demouratie
afrwetire of the camprign mude
I mccesslide lo many  pesple
whio would nol olherwie have
been prepared foo pel aciively
Imveldved, in eleciions.

And secondly, thar Socialisi
Unbty"s aliematlve policies o
those of the Labour Covern-
ment helped In all aspects of the
fighthack pgainst  Labour®s
liwchs.

The mosi obvbous ares is the
anili-racist sirigple. Both in its
bucking for Ant-Mazl League-
| ALARM wctlons agabimsl ike
| Mutismal Front and bis week in

the blwck eommunity Socializi

Umity had imtroduced a new,
| Hghtimg  type  of  clection
i campaign, Anmd  |mdividual
comversdalinns even revesbed the
emiend 0o whick ihese allernail-
lve policies  belped  Labour
Farty members disgusted with
the positions of ikeir pary
leaders and candidaie.

D  this basis, Brxton
Socimlist Unity must be judped
I HELCCESS,

wtiplicy demanding 1he [mme
ol ol Brilish iriisgs frum Ireland
1he Irlsh peeple-@siermine 1heir own

I
The € nmmanist Paries n Esrope
Srihrr B CFure

nor ik pru-Masrie

ST T

Tur ihir averthirms ol ik -

Eam will k& inlmbwly mnre
than whet sl

7 jn Brmin

th Tall Fighvs For sl paiitlced

an appleslion

i hr sevm a5 an

irgarisacrn shmald by Smad nn ibe

ninsersizading lha:

drvsdis. Aol surh pariies can wids b fiod b

rEfETaEp -

aruniam =l rirms
nolus 4 elin
IAC Fighe 1o odganie

fairans madl frndenais.
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FRONT insdgrs Marlin Wabaisr gnd Demk Day weicoming ihe palice prolection against 1,500 pickels in Brixtan on Saturday

Webster’s stormtroopers
_ attack Brixton

anti-fascists

EIGHTEEN people were assaulted by MNational From
thugs and theown out by the police from 2 meefing
when Martin Websier addressed an gudience of ZiM)
of his snpporiers lasi saturday on behalf of the NF

candidale im the
BAILEY reports.

The Inmer London Teschers
Association licst called for &
picksl when the Imner Londan
Education Antharity  abowed
the MNF e o ahead with the
meeling in an mlants schas an
Brixtom,

[ocul resiclents were [ariows
that Tor the szcond time in 18
monlhs, the MNE was 1o spicad
Lhear  racist poason A0 this
muels-racial area,

15060 jotwed - the  pickst,
il sarons ‘\-il."':"'-"i'li'-'l'_-' I
inciuded the Anti Marzi Lengues,
the Socialiss Workers Farty,
All Lambesh Al Races
Mowement, and Brixton Socia
lksr Ui,

The Workers Eevolurionsry
Party and the Labour Pary,
inctuding e LPY 5 — bath of
which bave candidates in the
by-elaction were  nnl
present,

The |18 anti-Fiscisks assanl
ted were among thuse  who
wolnnlesred ooapo utlo o the
meeling afler [hck: Mot
Brecutive
Mattonal Lnion of  Teachers,
puinied ool [0 polwes  That
unter the RKepresenration of
the Peaple™s Act, schools 2an
oy be  psed T ebacdon
digetiings ol they are Jpen o
members:  of o rhe public

Martin Wehster perzamliy
¥ited those going in "Fou're
SWE' be caimed,
wormres-(f whie anli-Tassisls woway

Lumhbeih

| ard was noal going 10

memmber ol - the !

hLroing |

by-clection, DAVE

SYETal DLACKE WETe A the
I% who fially got in, Wilkin
itiolares, - lowewer the 18 were
attacked by supporters of the
NF.

TV  epmerns
lighting erupt when “a  black
woman dnsisied thal she bad
every right [o bein this SouniTs
allove
sy hchdy Lo degsoat fser, At ihis
the MF rank aad file eouldn't
ciomizin Leimselyss any Jonges

showsd 1he

MANY voung biacks [eined tha
anti-lascist plcket
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Earli=r lust week, Lhe Ani
Mz Leagne Laken oul &0
imjunciion claimne Lthal undes
Lhe: AL, at least S0 woen-ME
sz bars dbould be alkowed 10
ey hoped  that  Webster
wouldd Tefuse, e forcing: the
edacation wthority o cancel
the meeting. 1LEA has been
usin this clause of the Act as
N exeise for sccommindaring

the  MF in their  schools
Wehster, however, agreed. in
Cixurl |.|I the mevhine would
be-an 'ogeen’ one.

ety lour anbi-Fasesis,
tcludimg ek o Morth,  swere
wrresled. Mobody was Errested
an Lhe peckel el wiltich
dispersed  son allerwards.

However, as. pootde were
quibetly muasule thor way back
toceniral Brision — soine (o
pecker the polce sTapn wikere
Booway belicved Mot was
heing held polize snatch
squads hegan mnking arresds
Several  black  wouths  were
mamped  amn hy  palice  and
hndled nlo coaches

Plezriwhide, 1 lascists,
including:  Marlin®  Websler
himsell, were arpcared. The KE
furiously declared thas police
were Irving 1o curre  [Evour
with the blacka, John Typdall,
MF chairperson, declared That
nne diry the WE would ‘seeep
these people | (hiucks  and
sacialislst ol The sresls’ ane
Yleal will thermn  withigl
ey

Aprbody who wirnessed the
artemte ol the  armi-Fpscists
should coptact The Defence
Comiiees an. O1-153 2245,

e |

-

e

l.._" ’

" A
A YOUMND thisg with the NF's symbol ol a Jsck boot Britain — tha Union Jack
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APEX Conference

More law than militancy

THE ASSOCIATION of Professional and Executive
Staffs, commonly known as APEX, holds its annual

conference on 29 April to 1 May.

Through its involvement in the Grunwick strike
APEX has become one of the best known unions, and
Grunwick will figure prominently at the conference.
JENNY MACONDALD reports,

How ls-it that a poditically
moderace” wnion like APEX,
winch provides severnd CGovern
men: Minisiers including Hed-
by, Willims  and.  Mulley,
heciume invelvad in one of the
micst milian siruggles of the
last coupleol vears?

It om dree that APES'S
imvolvernent i Grunwick was
somewhat accidencal, Bad this
diwss not explain the level ol
materlal suppor piven by the
aision 1o e strikers,

Oificial  recogmilion - came
guickly, as did strke pay wiech
wat  increased as the strike
proceeded. The unkon's stral-

egy boch in Grunwsck and other |
dispuies s swmnmed wp by the |

fendership @s ‘militancy within
thelow”®

The emphasis s pliced on
adlicinl negotiating machinery,

behaving, respomEiny. sno oo
the wirtues of arbittadion, Yet

when this lsas falfed, APEX has |

becoiie  involved  in several
militant dispuies, pasticularhs
in the fght for equal pay,

Bt the “miliiancy within the
law' approach came unstuck s
Grunwick. Ceorge Ward dadin’l
share APEX"S reapect 107 the
processes of | arbioration and
compromise, and he osed the
lww only nscfar as { supported
ham.

He counld and ean onby be
defeated by militant stropgle,
and s the Grumwick - strike
propresssd it becaree apparent

that if  was- ading 1o
sonfroniations with the law
and Lhe Government. The

APEX leadership ealled o halt
Lo swel [aciacs

O thie other hana, it needed |

Phirtn: AMDRE® WIAHD | Fingsa]

Grunwick press conlenance

g 4, all= (TH
M D & WRET e F ORBAMLY

0 back the strugelde and o J9
w0 i such & Wiy as [o prove
the valoe of 4 siratepy. of
pelvime on Lhe Coscroment’s
arhitration servece. Sowhile the
enbcutlve suspended the sirke
leaders for their hunger strike
autside the TLULC, it promised
victory ol the end ol the AL AN
riinbow

Sauich aclions came & no
surprise io those who knew the
history of the APEX leader
ship. The exsoutive's repor for
tee 1974 conferencs  urwed
suppart for “the spiril pnd
intent of she Socinl Conlnct’,
and nr the 1977 conferens: the
e stamel Wil Ak,

Tied with 1kis, the execwtive
rejecied pless Frimn Lhe Lanour
Pariy fur finainsad help beeakiss
af "he falluce 1o deal with the

| eeport op the infilimcion inko

the Labour Parny of eroups

& paLisek BLBIL |

|

= "
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B
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whis do  nol Csuppor s
democratic pringiples and the
anti-Chavernment  and  anli
trade union propaganda con-
tained in the journal of the
!..:.b-aur Party Young Social-
(11

aperales s don Cdemocralic
principles”.  Talk™ of  “infil-
iration’, ‘oassiders”, and "aplic-
ters' |8 comman, In 971 a
group called "APEX Action®
was banned psheing an ' culside
body", even though all s
participants were members of
APEX

[lere: nre reles [0 stop
memhbers Trom cefgmunicaning
excepl through official mach
inery, wid 8 oumber of both Lell
amd ripltl-wing organisaton
§re proscribed,

These mowes liEWE not
wiffled oppositien and’ there
ars T conbersnoes  maolions
crticel of the union's policy on
Grunwick. But for  seeh
criticisot 19 hove o real eflect,
the opgosition needs Organs-
sing.

Itz means fghtlog  for
demparacy within APEX, horh
for the sake of the Grinwick
srrikers; and Tor the sake of
their counierpanrs in the fiatire
wha Timd “imililaney wichin the
law’ w0 muean ors law and bess
rnililagcy .

mﬁtﬂkf"'

The case of
Noreen

inchester

The Belfasi Appeal Court (wo weeks ago confirmed
the seven yvear jail sentence on 21 year old MNoreen

Winchesier.

She had been sentenced for

manslanghter of her father, who had continually
raped her from the age of 11.

There is now 2 “‘Free Noreen Winchester' campaign
which has established links with English feminisis.

GEOFF BELL reporis.

The Winchester family canse
ety the Procestant working

| class heartland of Sandy Kow
Within APEX, the exeoulive |

in Belfust. MNogeen's mother,
Annie margied a1 16 when she
witd pregnant. By the fime she
was  laken ioto @  menial
hrspstal dve had given birth b
i children, cight of whom died
in the firse few years of life.

Annie also  worksd ax a
stilcher,  bur  her  busband
Marman ook all the money,
feaving Annie only £2 a week
for food

feot sarprisingly- she bad a

piember  of  convictions - for
choplifting Tood,
Moreen  was  the  gldest

duughter, and journalist Sarah
Mulson who hins researched Lhe
enbire cases has described hos'
Moreen's ordeal began when
alvewas | ] and continsed wnder
conetanl threats ol violence
until her father's deatl, He
wonld srenlinto her bedoom at
night, attack her o the
kitchen,..and diive het into the
gounity on his  motoreycle.
Violepce, degradation  and
cew il deviations were frequent
faarures of the aacks.

Annie Wincheser was also
Frequently raped and beaten up
by ber hasband, When Morect
wis 17 her mother could lake
s mare and left hiome, Bt e
husband mads her drop divionce
proceedings and from thal Ume
onwards  Amni= wiks o LEVED
allowed ioto the house.

Her father mude Morees Leave

het bk om the pretest tsar she |

tiad tocare for the childeen. She
was onby allowed ool of the
nose on Saturdave o do che
shopping.

The Tather sent the rest of the
ghildren dut ol the houss 2l day
on Sundavd, and would dhen
ripes  Bvopecn, Buery . Sunday
wis larture. for Moseen; e
might she Killed ber Father wasa
Satucdary,

Slse srabbed him 21 uimes
widle hy slepr wesk with fer
vounger  brother  ansd - sisder
drapzed the hody ooto  ihe

road.  She owas o evenoGally
| arrested amel  charged  with
nitirder,

Lirtle af this came ouc ar the
trial, The defence ipayer did a
bl wark chie prosecucion — the
gropping «f the murder charge
in relurn for 8 puilty phea b

manslauglater.

Meather MNoreen, her muotner
wor her  aung who  knew  the
family history best was called fo
eerify, nithough both Maresn's
social workers and her Inwyers
knew the backprownd to the
- 11

The pevchintrist’s report
miinlained o escape from his
infhaencs she killed him but
(this) cannet expluin why she
inok this meethod of sscape’.

A social worker and Moseen's
main defence lnwyer were both
0 later say that prison would
"help' Woreen, bul despiie her
ordenl sheis & lively, inrelligent
WOMaR.

MWoreen Winchester's case is
not simply & story of ﬂ:uﬂ
miscarciage of jusceee,  Above
all it is on ilustration  of
altitudes and prejudices.

The lawvers, judues, police
sod osocinl  oworkers . Wwens
horrifiad at the mannee of the
stabbing.

That Moreen. had dope it al
night when the father ‘was
asleep, was somehow  Tel
peprehensible. Appargnily she
should hawe had a stand up
fight with thiz wvicdent i
Trudal man.

Moreen's Jaevers and sockal
workees pever explained  the
legal oprions open 1o Narecn
who, Iike many working eclass
people, wos- mystitied by the
lepal proceeding.

There weres kints that Marsen
hidl peally oved® her father,
hevause cne hod never wried o
escage from the liouwse: whad
wonld hive happeocd 1o the
other children had she done so
was probebly never asked.

Sexual gseailt in the iy

i was agparenthy qoile comemen

wiiore Morsen fived, so L was
nofbseenas suchae terrible thing.
Sucl thinking feand  chei
Magreen Winchester will now
spend seven vears b peison.
That- she should be fred
immediarely s 5o obvisus'ie -
hardly warth saying, But s

| all the same and o SAYIDE .

bewsre ol - a cacarch.  fFor
SeApeEols.

Mg one persed, or groap of
popie re o blame) there wias
o corspiracy other tham thal
of a snciety who chose Moreen
Winchester as 2 saorifice For it
brugal paisted values,
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Praoba: ANGELA PHILLIPE (1L

SEXUAL POLITICS
Heated arguments, long laughs and hard work

,000 women get’
together

WOMEN living on

the estales

in  Digbheth,

Birmingham, wanted to leave their children in the |
creche at the eighth national women's liberation
conference in a nearhy school.

These women weren't allending the conference;
they just urgently needed a place to leave their children
while they shopped, cooked and worked, or got a bit

of time Lo themselves.

The Women's Liberation Movement has a demand
for 24 hour murseries provided freely by the state. This
highlights the importance to all women ol the
discussions in the school down the road, where over
3000 women had gathered to share ideas and discuss
how to take forward the fight for women's liberation,

JUDE WOODWARD gives a personal view ol the

conference.

I WAS immediately struck by the
diversity of women at the conference

- of all apges, backgroonds amd
poelitical opimion

They were milling around in the
hallwass and corrldors of Ladywood
schood, or afready settled into the
workshops where they would spend

| SATURDAY

the rest of the day.
S ST PR L
MORNING: RELGLS
TRATION AND ‘BLOCK' WORK-
SHOPS.

R e e T S T T |
Even [or those of us thal bad
registered in advance the gueucs

T

stretobed down (he corridor, [ the
firat half howr 1 had already seed al
jtast half o dosen Jopg lost Priends,
miany of whom | only s== ol anogal
sonferences  of © The women's
mowEmenL.

1t is chueer ing 1o renliae that they are
all stilf active in the mosementi We
comparsd experiences and exchonged
aselul Informatidan atowl Svenls 18
ame local preas.

Oxford women ealked ahout the

. : |
wirsery nocupathen there; Liverpool

wiormen desoribed the women clatiung
workers who are  oocupsdng - their
factory neainst ¢losure, others talked
of  anli-cacist  actividy, socinlist
feminlet groups  oand  reguonad
ol lEreaees,

Evets b hat first half boir | o the
imipression  thol Ui movemsnt &
growing by leaps and Bounds and tha
fhe “women WOIVeD | growe s more
pobiticalty confident year by ved

AFier rEgESEEALLIOT W WETES
supposed b ot block” workshops
for the halk of the day. The
discumsions were meant 10 be on three
questboiia: bow we oppress each other
withinn the mowzinent, the moee
meni's . campaigns and - how 1o
willvaes-them; and aliernncive fofims
ol actiom,

Some weren's happy  with thls
srruciuTeEnd wanted to move straighe
o tor a discusslon of the aztvities of
the movenwens, Thes feared that gn
wneonstructive debnte would ensue
irom talking abour how we oppress
ench other.,

Deapite this disagremmenl  Lhere
were usefol  discussions,  Inoomy
workshop we had & Bvely and
inferesting exchanges aboul problems

of having or not having children, We |

were fortunate in having several
woinen wilk chilibren and at beasl one
pregnani woman i the workshaop.
We talked abouot the coastant
arnbiguily in making a decizicn not o
Bave  children, the poeisure that
women werg under 1o feed that thas
decision can alwpss be chanped, 1o
ez that someday thes may regres icar
thal Lhey  ape falaely  separating
thesmselves fram the mass of women

| that do hive children.

The problem of childcare  was
raiged and the importance of Nighling
for TurseTy provision

SPECIAL INTEREST WIORK
SHOPS: SATURDAY d4pm-fipm’
SLUNDAY 9.30-11.30

the Whock workshops  bod
broken up for woinen by praboa cup of
caifee o & sandwich, we seturned Lo
the fray.

There were workshops on subjects
a5 -diverse as Voice Progduclion and
Soctaliss Feminium, Mosl were well
plicnded with 8  wide [anging
dincussion, Women sepaorted hack
the plennry, sEpion on Buncay

| afternaon o say what had pone an i

thiclr workshops,

Black sisters raised thi: tmpariance
ol the women's mavement thking up
Hie - sruggle  apainsl  racisme and
fasrism, Lk eed fe be senshive o 10e
particular problems-of klack woulen
and Linanvolve therm oy the moveasent,

Cine wommn  implicisdy  crineliaeg
gnme - women Tor  lacking  this
sepgitiviny when she sgid, 'Y ou oy
think Yo Enow %ho your EOemies
are, bt when yod march apainst raps
thiwagh black mrens, how do § knioes

ial o are-nnlb in D MNediocal
Erans!

Ancsher woman  spoks ol (he
fepresvon of woamen 1R Morthers

Ireland;
pendl @ lglegTan:
sprredany ol Smae Tor MNomnérn
jritand,  swpporting - the call o foe
clepeney for Moreen Winchestzr, Bhe

The conierence aproed 10
ko Ruy Masen,

{5 seTving seven vears in peisen for e

snanslaughter of ber facher who. hind
repeatedly Taped fher since she was 11,
Women from one worksliop calbed

Far suppat Tor —the Intérpationsl
Tribunal on Briain’s Prescoce in

| dreland :
Oihers hioen  the  letcrmational

wirkshop supgesied tryfog to bl
nekl veAr's  Intsrmational Women's
| Dayrally as oownited event i celebraie

SOGIALIET CHALLENGE 20 Apri| 1973 paged

A

ter Vears ol the women™s moweneitl,
apaund the theme of repressicar of
aiomen worldaide.
Oither women  peported on the
wopress of he National -Abortion
pmpasen, on the situstion of women
in Tran and ntany mone.

T T ST T T
THE PLENARY. SUNDAY 1130
onwands.

Perhaps the major lesson Lhat
woaaklst feminists muat lemrm from

this conference & et They masst ne

fonger e afraid of puttiog Toreard
{heir idens sbouithe stractaring of the
larger decisken makiog mestnsgs in the
women's MvemEnl.

Comparisons between the conduct
ol Uhe plenary session at the Sockalis
Femintst conference in Manchester in
Janunry and the plenary oo Sunday
afrernoan i Blrminghas dhowed the
former up ina poi e Tizht,

Somme sockalist Temiiiisia wanl [0
challenge the “tyzanay of siruclire-
lessniess” and are prepasing to develop
thetic views in The women's mimvermeis
i a whale

By arpuing for clear chadring and
deseloping and  understandiing  the
reaaons behind democTaiis  proce-
duser in  meesings,  Lhe  socialist
Feminist curfentoan hefp (e wimen's
movemenl find wovs o setle ts
dil Nereisst.

Lafortunately a  minorty  of
wete S el apree with these deas,
A pelnsively  amall  group of
sevolutionary lerminisis” harsacken
wiomen throughout The plenay an
Sunday, Cocaconaily they mace o
guite impussible for women Lo speak?

Sch tehaviour has no Eacein the
movement, Sisters have 12 show sl

chjectad 1o Lthis — mainly hecanse il
embodied  an - analysis of women's
oppression that pot pll women agriced
with. For ecsampls @b socidlial
leniinists we s=g thal capitadiam and
class sochEty play o raijorole inoche
oppressian. of women.

To pelopcany ome undlsals - of
women's (:‘-:::'_'{"':";.il'_ll'l winld excliugdsn
large number-of women who don'
apres with 1Ly aim mostbe 1o biikl
she broadest movement to fight our
ORI

it was  pccepied that the mext
pational WEM - conferznes showld
tako g full discusion of The dermands
and principles of the moverrenl, The
Last socialist Cemslnist confensnes alss
sirggested thar s nest conferencs

| shoueld discuss this,

discipline when they lear spesches |

ithisl My dontt ngree with, Crherwise
olher warmen will nol overcoms [hed

awn laok ol <&l confidence ahour |

neaking,

Palitlcal  intimidation  — DAy
{hugeery — is quite definitely a nale
peilitical sterearype Lhat wis shomild nod
aspine 1ol

DECISIONS

Diespile The azicmprad donmsation
af rthe p!-_-|-.;|r:.- By 1his voeal mueTay
goine Impor sl degisions wete madr,
The women s movermen] LW Kas.a
seventh deatand oy rape and vinlence
11 aeldd pocthe ather sicon, sgual pay
nnd education, nuarselice, | aborlicn
and comirncention, fioancud inde-
penderas, bewbian - righis anad
sexundiny,

[he new depisnd reds, 'For the
{reedom - of all women 1o e free
{rom the thress of uae of vielewee of
sexyal coercion regnidless of marical
sintus. M oend s all the  lpws,
pragmpeis - wnd - insitutions which

perpeiudie mabe  domicasion - and
med's Sppresinn W women,
Some women  gigied  that e

dernane should be preceded by o
sLaterient saying that male violence Lo
women was an expression o ‘inale
supremacy  aad - foale  political
comirnl,’

Sowciittisl femilnises, among oinees,

Warious questions Temain  Luman-
gwered apound  whar  we  oean
by the ‘demands’ of the woben's
mowement: abour rhe nature ol the
demancds, - the o difference - Derassn
demands and principles and policies,
their relationship o demands raised
in the cEmpaigns ol e movemenl
and llere,

That such o diseission is fong
pverdue . was  revealed by the
soorewhin conlussd debate o the
gimth demand oear the end of the
plenary, The dixh demond reads.
‘geninst discelmination of lesbians:
for the cght of all women to define
oair own sexankiny’,

LESBIAN RIGHTS

A woman  proposed  Lhat  the
deminnd should e splic in-hall and
that it should anly d=al with lestaan
pighis; while the seeomd halt of the
dermuied sould precede all the orher
demuatds as g ‘privgiple’ of the WM,

Thik was o7 thres raasoss firstlr,
hecouze woimen felt char the issoe of
ebian gights had o been irsnied
ecionsly enmeh by The movemesil;
secomdly, becaase the ‘I:iﬂ,h.t o clefine
our vwn sesurlily” @ ol reatly o
demind a3 it is nol demanded of
anyhedyy  thirdly, becagse  the
femiend implied that lesbignism was
vimply & mutier of sexnal prefereoce.
rather than imealvirig matennd, sl
el -caulbungl discrinnnalion

Adtbhioegh this meeteil was sormned
tsere  wps  cunsidecgbbe comfosion
porened By wonien Jirhe ball

P Tesetimi b ulsmn dris nopity Lhar the
quigsdion af the st demand had fo
e miised iz such a mshed Tashion &
heend ol the conference fachar than
arpsting, o 2 full dispussicn ol therole
ol e demnnd along wilh the odhers

Hat evervibing -at the conference
was bse bard wodk, Throughaan T
conlorence there werd Fiims, muskic,
tsearre wead et Satorday mighi, A
spcinl with bimils angd divee b kseprus
all cheerfuol.

At despate highe  Emonens,
dizapreentenl aud somedinbros ot
winmen Tell ehal They o gaiiesd Trom
vhe confeseses, and that they feit fall
ol ideas amaar e waork il eeds i
he done bitons The conferenoe: ne
yLar, :

And i whal we sll po gy and do
ilear [ g5 realls all aboul

Photo: ANGELA PHILLIPE [IFL]



OPEN FORUM

The British labpur movement has,
gince the advent of this cemiury,
prided sl on iz Clack ol
dogmatism”. When iranslated this

simply means u conjempr for ideas. |

Successive leadery of the Labour
Party and the trade unions have
spoken with costempt of ithe “heavy
debates” which charscierised the
Crerman workers' movemsnt in ihes
Twentles and Thirties, The |rvely
exchanges which bed fo debates within
French  socmal democracy  wers
regarded hereas a kot of "hot e, As
fior lialy, we all know how ‘pxciiable’
the Latin temperament can be.

Mo, nope of this continents]
nonienes was 1o be dllowed (o infec
British workers after Uie defeat of the
gread  Chartist  rebellion. True o
sirange. group. al
existed, men like John Macl=n on
the Clvde, who iried o change this
gtate - of nffairs, bad  Labounsm
proved too powerful for them.

Pofitical ideas which explaimesd [he
pasi, analysed the present and look
forward o the future weré 1O SEMAIR
the preserve of a minority of workers.
larsmm mever penclrated the British
working class. We are still suffering
[riwm the CONSEQUERCES

MO PRETENCE

The reststance of Bolish Ebokr (o
the “conbinental eease” was mdl
extended to the cancer which held
Britisk socscly Li iEs grip. The: Labour
Party has absavs been subservient o
ruling class ideology. It has eagerly
taken up imperialist themes  and
defended them consistently within the
fabouar movement of this coantry, T
hias net even bothersd to maintain &
pretence of an sdeological indepen
dence Mmoo the bourgeoisie.

The |3.Ig13":[ sovial democratic Py
I Europe has pever had a daily paper.
The TUC did have the Daily Herald
but It died a noiural death in the
mid-Sixties,

Duning glections the Labour Party
relies an the Duily Mirmor (o comduct
il campaign. Provided that s
happens there is hittle tension wilh U
real of the Tory presa. This unwrslled

agreement i steictly adhered 1o by the |

miling class. When (he Mirror's boss
Cecil King siarted an escoeniric and
one-person campaign o get rid of
Wilson s Prime Mintster, it was his
o hewd that was linally severed via
o well-orchesirated pilace conp!

True, the two weeklies of ihe
Latour Party, Tribmmwe and Laboar
Weekly do enjoy 8 ceriain readership
— though Tribase 1 now read largely
by addicts — but their influence is
almos negligible owside Tramspor
House. They are mot even taken
werignsly within the Parliamenzary
Labour Purty

I Utls soluslbon 10 fuas betn the
daily pewspaper of the Communist
Farmy wiiicl his for the lasn 48 Years
been  the only daily paper of the
workers" movement, 1t has of course
been  heavily compromised by ils
Ralinisl lovaltiex and practice.

Tlse faithiul echoing of Stalinism’s
rwists and turms prevented the Dby
Worker ond the Moming Star from
hecoming  popalar, mass o socialisl

peopke  always |

As CP continues to flounde

A plan to save

% Morning Star

AT THE LAST conference of the British Communist |

Party an emergency resolution was passed on the

' Morning Star, reflecting the growing discontent in the
party on this question. It was agreed that a public |

debate on the content, style and circalation of the
paper should take place till May 1978.

This discussion is now reaching its climax, but what
will have been gained ai the end of it? A few useful
ideas are not enough to stem the rot. In any case they
can always be rejected. At the moment many CP
members are speculating as to whether a daily paper
can be sustained in the present period. :

TARIQ ALI argues that a demise of the Morning
Star would represent a setback for the working class.
He suggests a series of drastic and radical measures (o
transform and save the paper.

supporied mosk sirikes (excepl during
the war and where they conflicied
with the CP lnel, contained Lhe only
real information regarding Lidustrial
sirisggles and were, [or & whole
period, mdispenzable reading even
for 1heir eoemics and  political
oppOnLens.

I his stiwation has now come o @n
end. The Momiag Star confronls &
declining  circalation. Convnunlst
Party members are faced wilh [he
possibility that they maght have o
cease publicasion of a daly. This
wonld beave s wiihowl & dople daily
working ¢lass paper. True there &
alwavs Mewslme, but it reflecs the
Bizarre politics of the Workess
Revodutionary Party.

Its sentral campaigns over the laat
few years hove been, and in this order:
al 12 slnnder its political oppoments
and spend tems of thousands of
pounds 1o ‘prove’ thai they dre
‘accomphices’ of the KOH, ClA, el
b o campaign 1o I:!ri.llﬁ down the
Labenir Chovernaenl, and ¢ 1o paint

| the nop-existent virtues of regimes

papers, reflectime the needs of Lthe |
mosl  advanced  sechons ol o e
working class. Buot  despite  this
crippling - deloct, the CP= dailies

such g those of Geddaffi in Libya
and the butchers wha rulbe Irag,

S, iy =ffect, the death of the Siar
would leuve us without a paper in
which one can occaionally ead the
views of shop-stewards engaged in
strugples and their calls for national
solidarity, Should the paper be saved?
O should we welcome [ts demise as a
b victory for the far left? The latter
would reflect & crazed secturignism
towards rens of thowsands of workime
clnss militands, Char answer to the
Farmer marst be a gualified *yes". Bula
mumber of points need Lo be made.

The reason For the crisis of the
Moming Star & mot related fo the
weak journabistc formudas employed
o 75 Farringdon Road. [ & &
fundamental and deep-rooted polit-
il weakness, It is a combination of
two interreloted faciosd. On the one
hand the Party has cautiowsly movwed
away from the worsl cucesses of
Sinfinisem, There has, 835 0 result, been
o fertain dryiong up of  maelersal
suppart (i the shape of ads, ‘rising"
circulation, and so on) from the
LIS5R and Enstern Euripe, s

At the same time the pathetically
slow pace ut which a diatence is being
taken his nod won Il any new suppsorTt.
The paper has yet [0 wage A compaign
for Chaster 77 in Czechoslovakia o
for the rebease of Rudoll Bahoo in
Eagt Germany. True this weuld mean
being Macklisted by the bureaucracy,
but it wowld lead 16 & s in
circulation in this counlry.

ESpcomdly the virtual collapse of the
CP's political perspective in the
poE-1974 periad kas been fasthfully

reflected in Uiz Sier. How can the

wipes policy be effectively opposed
withoul a0 open  and  vigoroos
confromtation  with  Jones  and
SeanionT How cana real campaign be
mounied apainst  the  Callaghan
governmenl without indicting Benn

| wnd Foot® How can racism be fought
| withoul analvsing the politics of hr

Swdwey Bidwell?

It is nist & guestion of the CP |

accepling our views on thése mallecs.
The point is that they are never
discussed openly. There s no debate
on central issues. A INORE  [ecent
cxpmple is the role of Sge Slipman
and the C1 in the Mational Linion of

readers koow that withow CF votes
the Tories world not even hive wiodi a
single place on the WUIS execurive?

Thus the paper lacks coadibilicy, IF
facts deo nt accord with the political
projections of King Streer, they can be
safely ompieed. G if they  are
inclusded it should need 8 wery sharp
resding beiween the lines o get io
them. Objective truth is more often
than mot mdssing from the paper.

A pumber of readers have alw
pointed out the logic of this poiley.
Letrers which are critical of the CP
line on fundamenial cquestions  of
strategy and tactics in Britain or workd
poitical developomeiis are simply not
pahlished. O o they are, thers can be
noveomeback, BNo debate,

The overwhelming majority  of
letters published in Comment and the
Morning Siar have concenlrated on
srwlistic mngd  journabisde  improve-
mente, Dave Cook, the Mational
Cirganiser of the Communist Party,
| probably made the most  useful
| “suggestions iy this regard, H_'luuﬂ
these would nngly B change 10 L
palitical formule as well. Cook
recommends the Following measures,

r Students. How maoy Morning Star

® The paper must be throen much
e OPe.

®* By bringing in  more  parLy
contributors owtside the leadership,
recognising thot their viewpoinis will
sometimes b= "of T the line'.

= By reflectin more of the
disngreemenis within the lefi.

| * By interviewing more 'conirover-
sial” lgures, eg Hain, Sillars,

® By raising “difficult’ guestions on
which we hove no cut-and-drsed
AmEweTs, Ef trode amion democTacy,
Swprkers control”.

= By articles on political dewelop-
ments within the socialist countries,
instemad - of o either  ‘apmiversary
commemorations', and small, iso-
lated  news  |tems. Withowt - these
in-depth articles. we can  neither
adequately prajse nor criticise.

* Eapand  corrspondence, . The
British Road to Sovialism discussion
was amodel for the open argument of
politics, {(Comment, 18 Fehruary
178}

Mow Upese are all useful sugeestions.
But bow could they be implemented
without changing the character of the
pRper i ibexists al the moment? D
Cook does ol sugpesl a way foraard,
Yt he and others like him must realise
| that something needs 0 be dome o
tramsform e paper and thus ensore
it xurvival,

The British working class needs a
da.ilﬁapﬂ more today than ot ather
peciods in lis history, It is confronted
with & chronie crisis of the capitalist
economic syseem with all ats effecia:
unemployment,  decliniog  living
standurds, cuts in welfare spending,
crisis in education, etc. The most
class-conscions militanis are aware
that militancy on its own is nal
enough. For isolated militancy c8n
sometimes lead fo forther pedun-
dancies.

What is increasingly being seen as
vitally imporeant is an alernaiive plan
tobeat the crisis. A discussson an such
7 plan is nee bong overdiae. A socialist
daily bas o point the way forward,
but it has 1o do much more, It has to
bewn educaring force, which liherates
and enlarges the conscigusness of

warking peaple. The lock of a daily
paper dedicated (o seving:the noads
of all class-strmgele militands” le 8
serioas and crued hundicagp.

What is needed i a socklist paper
which develops new jowrmalistic
foorms which bridge the cultural gap
hetween the “popular’ and “guality”
preis, 5o carefully cultivated  and
mainiained by the mling clases n
Britain

What  this  means iz thar the
Communist Party should relinguish
its orgamisational hobd oves the paper,
A frer abl the Morming Star 15, formally
spenking, mol Dhllll‘l; by the CP. It is
the property of the People’s Printing
Printing  Socléry Lrd, In 1977 the
PPPS taﬂ 452 shareholders of
which Z8.5390 were individuals, 406
irade unions, ¥ co-operalives and
S(H miscellnneons groups. i

A Committes of Managenient exists
with |6 members, but participation
fram the ranks (4 vicoalty nil, Whyt
Becuuse everyone knows that if 54
comeplete waste of time, Feal contral
is exercised by the King  Street
FEMOEOCTATY.

The situation i% now s serions that
the CF nesds o reconsider its hasae
approsech b the Star. It needs o
convoke a conference of shareholders
and trade unbonists o iransform it
inio a campaigning secialist paper
and ensuring a genuine imdependence
from King Street, This would e, we
hasten 1o add, mean that it would be
raken over by the dreaded “ulitralefi’,
bt it would impart some [be inid
the paper. Maturally the cofumps of
the paper would be Sopen 1o
discyssions and debnies on secialis
srpategy, cncMEpazsing all positlons
within the Inbour movement,

FADING LOYALTY

Covernge of workd politles would
nol be kamstrung by a fading lovalty
to the bureaucrals o Mascow or 1
the tactical prescriptions of  the
Communist  Parties of Fraoce or
laly. While British Commuonists
would argue for these posilicns the
would do so from within a m
broader political Framework. This
would necessitare noa-CH members
o the Bditorial Board and staf] of
the paper. N owould mean naainbog
cacrespandents abroud, who were ndol
necessarily tied 1o the line of the focal
Communist Party, whether they wene
based in Moscow and Frague or in
Madrid and Rome.

Tt wanld he oiterly sectarlan of the
CP lendership by adopt & formuala
based on the principle that the best
wiy tnosave the Morndeg Siar is (o
gither killit as a daily paper orto let it
die @ slow and agosising death, Thar
would be to-pul the narrow interesis
mlmm.r cTganisaticn before the
i of the working class. The
mindless virmbeno= of Lefl saclarian-
lam which has characterised the far
left - for a long dme has  had
disasiroups repercuwisions for revolu-

| tionary marxiem in this country. They
| are typified by the daily Mewsline,

Il thwe oppressive impotence of left

| reflomism were noow b resull iood

dizplay of right-sectarianism by he
P, the comsequences would be with
15 fior some time. How the ¢rists of the
Miorming Siwr is resolved will be an
imporiant indication as to the likely
evolation ol the CP itself.
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What the judges said

This short story was selected by feminist writer Fay
Weldon as her first choice among the entries submitted
for our Xmas short story competition. These were her

comments:

A simplestory, written out of areal andnot a received
experience, properly shaped, and (most difficult to
achieve) moving without being sentimental. Stephen
Chalkeis the kind of a natural writer (and there are few
enough of them about) who can find meaning in
ordinary experience. He could afford to throw out a
few adjectives and be more precise in his use of
language, but never mind (what is a distracted look?)

John Fowles, whose novels include The French
Lieutenant’s Woman, placed the story second in his

selection. He commented:

A nicely shaded study of the multiple alienations,
both personal and social, underlying the friendship
between two young men, all done in the context of a
West Ham home match. With one or two very small
revisions, this would be well worth publishing.
Following these comments, Stephen Chalke revised
Pretty Bubbles in the Air. We present the revised

version.

i ihe centre of the back row

of e Roval Brivish Legion

Band  stood  the  bass

drummer and the cymbalise.
The one was a tall, roddy-coms
plexioned man | with & vacnd
expression an his face; he wis heatin
at the drum ssrapped 10 his chest-a
lonking weny towards Lhe stands. The
ather was an older, much shorter man
with a grey moastache sod & nervous
prin. Most of the time he held the
cyrubals by his side, bar when he did
clash them it was with an swkward
deleberndeness,  They seeméd  an
imcongruoms  pEif, sandimpg a8t the
hear of the band, with o little feeting
L AT

Andy smiled o himeelf: he Hked the
spectiacle of the band, even if he did
not like the norse it made. He
remembersd the time when sonicbody
had lobbed a hot dog mio the tuha;
they had s3ood Turther ool on the
paich singe them,

CAnd o, ladses and gentlemen, the
miment you've all been walting for,”
a distorted voiee enthused gver the
loudspeaker  svstem,. “I's Bubhbles
L.

A quiet spread around the ground,
even thechante of “West Ham® behind
the goals becoming subdusd, The
conductor ramed his baton high, his
pliszes plinting in the sun, Andy feb
the hairal the back of his head brisile
i Files meomients 1ike thes bronght opt
wrennmental streak in him, The band
lingered flamboyanily aver the molck
al theintro

“I'mi forever hlowing bubbles, preoy
hubhbles in the air,’

The singing had begon. ALl roond
the termaces, arms were loked ane
bodies swaved Prom side o side

Dhave stoond alengeide Andy in the
middle of the West Enclasere. He
deteared seenes like this, grown-up
men bebaving like little boos. Tao s
reehit, @ man with spoes all over i
face and aclaret-and-bloescarf neatly
tied round his meck — probakly an
aifice worker, sl lvihg wih iz
mother — trisd 1o catch hold of his
arm, ‘He pulled  back from bim,
thrusiing his hards inte Che pockers of
hiz long muraon overceat. He felr like
grabbing 1he man's shoulders and
shaking ham senscless, throrling him
with his s1uphd searf, but he pesirained
lmsell. [t wos one thiog 1o wateh
foorhall on p Siturday alterivoon; bt
was gquite anather i e deageed Lo
adalescert  riloals, swaving - akoui
armisin-arm jusl for a football tenm.

‘They 11y 50 high, neatly reach the

'\.l‘\.}.

Tl:m-.‘lik-: my dreams they Fude and

die.

Each tims the line wwaved 1o the
right, Andy wias bulfeted by Llve man
niext te him. Fach time it swaved 1o
shie ledt, Diive deew hirmsell up atlec o
avaid the spoity Faced affice worker
He turned 1o Andy.

"Have you read the Larkin poem
abioiat this sone?” be asked in o load
voies thal jarred deliberatzly with the
sEnEing.
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“Which
wwlkwardly

Tt"s in thar volume before .. er ..
“Whitsun ‘Weddings', Dave always
hesitated a lot while he was tlking &5
il the words wers hlowing around his
bead and be Fownd it bard @0 old on
o themn, “Called somethiog like Dy
Poine™. 1 think il is called “Dry
Point"', achually,’

Andy often wenl o Tootball by
himsell: when he did, hejoined in the
singing. " He - always sang  sofily
bezaiise e Feli his accent wiss out 0f
place, bt he enjoyed i1, Witk Dave,
though,  he  febi  inhibited,  He
wondered ‘what the men tn fron; of
them were (thmking aboui their
corversElion

‘Foglene's  always
lewokiad everewhers:!

Dave was onfyon livle 1aller than
Andy but hestond mars upright and.,
whent he talked, he lonked up acthe alr
it Feont of him, [ made but geem
somehow above the plane of all the
swaying hodiss around him:

“Thers's an  awlul proleaciom
resignation aboul this song, really
appalking,' he said, Andy had o
agiee: winsally he liked i thal the
West Ham crowd  was so o good
huinaursd aboor losing bzt Diave was
right replly, There would pever be a
pevalutiog i peopbe sang sengs like
this

1w Torever blawing bubhles, preity
hubhles in the ale.'

The singing caded with a welling
crescenido. & man in fronl ol thent,
with Bevbereemest black hair and log
sldebirns, terned his head and fooked
briefly oy them, He turied back ansd
muarmisres indo his companion’s =af,
Anddy fell Dave’s anger rising
danger  poinl. Hekopt dp |
conversalion in 2 altempl 4 rH-I-Cim
him, 1)

“Ie's the sort of song you'd espegl
Philip Larkin 1o like, 1 suppose,” he
el

“The ewerpnl virgsm," Tave replied
seotnfully, ipnoting fhe “excuse me’
ol somehody rrying 1o zel past him., &
chicer wenn opas The West Ham team
ran oun and They fellinio silence.

(ave hapt Phitip Larkin, - his
self-rarisfied sadness, s defeadism,
his  pcoepdance of  steriliny  and
impaalence. Al limes in his life he lud
lipped dpea thar mentaliy and I
friglidzmed him horribly 10 redlise 1o
T have oply 70 years b five and o
spend 5@ many of them in a poaniless
petii-bourgenis rautine with na sex
and noambition, wanking himselE
intn hisdalage: it was obsoene, Thene
would  he  nothiog o dtop o him
becoming like his father with his
suburkan seb-post office and WS
rear e -iinded razism, dropping am
atl ower the thle and wiining abos
ke permissive seciely. Bul he had set
his face against thal now

one?  Andy o replied

Figdme, 1've

midy Felt edpy'. There was &
tension between them and
that meade bhim withdrw., be
had such difficaly  heing

relased with Dive that he wondered
why Be kepr on seeing him. Al the
answers seemesl Lo be o the pasl.
He remembered Dave on the o
ot of Charing Cross the first day of
eaghing - practios, - looking: a0
composed with bis briefoase amd bis
flowery tie: Theteain had gone 5o Fast
and ki stomach was rwistiog and
urring inside bim, He had spent days
fanking (ot lessons and had sothing
remolely sustable, Larkins 'Ardndel
Tomb' for the third form. *1t's a diffi-
cull pogm,” Dave had sald with his
eves cnlarging with amazement, his
o, showing e hind of 8 Inugh.

Aund hie lad sai thers, peinfied: past
Hither Green and his mind a blank
Dave had known more tkan bime in
thost days, and he had held o 1o him
like ta an older brother.

A, goming oul ol Lhe tcorial on
the wery fiest day, they had said o
rather still goadbes In the srrees wid
he had lelt Tor the tube, Feeling last
and  alome, And Dave  hud oo
busreying alter him, Fookiog wvery
emirarrassed, saying: *Sey, Alan, do
veru leel Likepaing oca film tonight™
b senibed now ni the way Dave: ad
called bim soomany different names al
fivat: Alan and Anthony and sven

Henre,  and  they  had bogh Lel
aw kwnrd, each wared Lhe otlwer migh
think kim honosesual. bt they b

gone, pleased (o have cach other®
company. They had seon nn America

filen aboul o ruck  drover  gising
berserk o a hippy sommune
talked about ir sl the way back to the
Tube, ;

Soven vears, I was o long bmd b
ko sommehody.

Ths referss blew s witisile Tor-ohg
kick-aofFand the players stacted 1ot
inEo positioms. 1 was a moment And
abweays leked. You could feel the ke
anticipation of the crowd, - coming



(VAR

':.-II.- L

il

alive afier the long wait, Evervehing
war resh and new and  full of
poesitililies. The oolors were clem
ancl bragh: The elaret and blue of West
Mam, the red cand  white ol
kMiddesbrough,  the gren of  the
polics” jursews. the fleshy pink of the
players® legs Fhey were tuaning inm
open spaces all over the picch, full of
encray. and purpose, 1o mads you
forpes how squashed up you were o
the crowd, cvervbody:in their drab
overcoirs andd aneraks, smoking and
smelling of fish aad  chips.

Diaveapplied himseld o sthedying the
game, You unly had o ook closels al

the Fires twa of thies moyenicisis ot
of ench defenos 1o work our rie
teames’ plans, He had seen rhis years
before sk naw he ooald @ i
perlection, Yo looked for the skitful
players and then walched hidw e
other teaot was marking them. He
soenl kiew what ilie parceen ol this
pame would be,

The coowd gasped wich exciicment
a5 0 ¥Wes) Ham player ki che ballinro
the side nettime. Dave had alrepdy
spacted the (Dll-bock cowvering the
vhar

"Misd play, that; ke should haye

| centred,” he said, i defiance of the

crovacct's reacion, Araly wils looking
it bis prograrmine, Lrvisng- 15 memcsise
the Middleslrooed Toraard line.
D Leathied Tootbat] really. faas
such @owasee of Ume. He thaught of
Ll haurs e had spent ceading aboui
iz in ihe papers and waiching it on
relevision, working aur  how man
poines smech team nesdel o avaid
redegidion ancd koldice forth in the
pieb abal the Erpland side. And
wial had all those Boues coritribeed
i s il Methoge but a-head Teliof
jurk. Me conkd leaee heen aut fucking
womtent,  building  the  revolution,
eurning momey, Cne day soon he

T

swoald cul foarhall mghi ool of lels:
Fife.

He had dome iwdth chess. Third he
had  come  in o the Batianal
Under-Eiphteen Championship and
he bad never played sericusly since,
He would have mads the England
ieam by now, bui what did he care?
He saw them nbowr oocasionally,
emotional cripples, every ope ol
them, walking roond with knightzand
hishops dancing round thelr 1seads,
Sl living At home with thelr mothers,
He had beft all that behind, He gave
Andy a pame occasionally, that was
enough for him, He had improved a
lot, Andy, hat he was now hére near lils
standard,

Analy wan  following e pame
anxiousy. He wanted West Ham ta
win, bur, because he was with Dave,
B Bried Tohook at it moss objeciively
He had learmt how i@ do this from
Dave I made Wim Tesl  ousife
poweslal,  hefmg oxe derached,
wamiehmy viperiar 16 the speciatpre
chauring ab the releree and anly seeing
their wn bean’s vielus.

“Hespas U5 eold,” Dave seddenly
exclatmed and sared 1o stamp his
feet up and dowr, Andy sensed thal
e inail behind was having his view
ohstrucked by this movemeni but he
did not dare look round. At leasi
there was nod goine 1o he o repeat Of
the time ar Chelses when Dave had
refizeed 1o ke his ambrella down,

The mume lapsed inlo a ragged

| exclaiimed,

o Darve tuned into the  half-time
scores an a soeall trassistor. Andy
conld kear the merdllic voice Tising
and - (alling  with & Thetrical
excilenieinl but he  couald ol
distinpaish the wnrds, The nien
fromt of them sl down on the sLoEE
sreps aned . opened a ask al soup.
Drave offersl Araly one end of his
hdars bar,

Crul o the pich 12 or 1% offigials
were walkipg arcund pear ong of the
gesals; starng down ar their feel, They
were all  wearing “heavy macs or
overepats and most of them had their
hands in their pockets: Andy staried
o laugh, They were |.1r|.'li|:||..'. o
and  pimnd, slowly xp'll.'a.d.ll'm alr
acriss hall’ the pitch,

What are  they  dolng?’'  he
enchanied  hy  the
nhsurdity of it

*Lasorkaig fiog a contact bkens, 1 shoold
imagine.” Dave peplied, tossing his
Mears bar wrapper towards the men
siting chown, There was “somefhing
naive abaut Lhe way Andy was alwayve
asking questions: he thought of him
soamelimics a5 8 village boy lost in a big
City,  Mearly thirty amsd he was sl
drilting from job fo ' job, mever
caining decend maney: He hid bien
like & ndy once: living in dingy 1ooms,
going ra e might filmsar Hampsead
cinemas, sitting arownd all day tatking
abowi Teelings. 10 lad  pever gol
him apywhere, ndipestible vezetar-
fn mezls-and nar one dessnt fuck,

prediciabiliy with like peospect of g | Calling themseves  revelutionaries:

goal wnd precious linle good foothall
cither.  Andy's. thowghts urmed
increasingly o Dave. He wanied 1o
wnderstand their Triendship: why did
he =0 often Feela ‘victog - of 547

Mave wanted & woarmdn, e oftieén
nlked about that. He and Andy were
wiiesally alone ‘when ihey met, sn
Adidy had very licke idea how he
behaved with women, Only litile
incidenes, Like the girl brushing pic
mam in the pub and saving "Sorre’ and
hame repiving, "Thar™s alright, il was
rither nice”, And the evening in the
THd ¥ic when be had said 5o loudly,
Wrikey,  ihere’s  some. smashinuly
alrpactve women here, ' What ssuldat
b like 10 be pursued by Dave? Andy
wingsd ai the thonght,

Shestnnd in the cornes al the room
by the “bonles ol wine,  [ooking
rervowdy dat the ather goess, The
coispli b the middie jiving, the group
tanhe right langhing aned calling gach
arther names in mock shuse, the man
b the pramaphone chaasing records.
And then, over the other side of Lk
risom, stamding bl ookside a sencus
comwersalion, an oprneht olban —
mavbe thirly — with. clesc-eropped.
Gier haie and & raiher old-fashioned
jackel Losking across al her with a
fixed expression, very o slill and
impeneirable, vei dehiniely bockamg
ar her, She poored herseil drink,
unnerved By the dlare

Aol then he was by et side, asking
hor pame and sedbbng 53 sITONE,
pirshiig cat kischest a licdle amd fixing
i vaes on Bier bieasrs: Whas tob dicd
s b A whardid she earn? Aondd
whal did she thiok aboul ambicon®
She tried 1o bBe vivactous buac she fele
awkward akond the crucifiz arownd
her neck. He dold ker he was &
wnnrmitlist and falked aboul puritan-
ism. O was e talking about the tam
ol e 1L was hard el His voios
wis socelipped and diszani, his words
s pharract,

Apat Then they were lping on het bed,
be grippine Bald ol her B cick s witly
a raw excilement, she with her erscy
up rovnd Her neck and her Skirk on thi
flaar, he coming up inks her Baed and
ejpcnlnting gurcklks, she Spving ot
wral then lakme . Yes, faking 0 —
hecawse she was [rkphiened, Decanse
sha hac ol lad sex for a while and
was benstand Decause she cid not
koo bt she mig krwane 10 keep him.
He lsad aplic & cup of coffee over her
dvawlisg of & 2at.

Andy refurned fis asteniion o the
pomie thers was womelking Brulas and
insensi-ive shaut Dave that be did not
like b think about, Fle would noes like
ans woman e kiew wa ger inealved
with ham, He put his haedd in hes
teouser pocker and adjusiet the e of
Lis penis

I b li-tpne whistle blew and
the plawers ren off the field,
aocks round their ankles and
mud  on  their  shorls.
There was  very  linde  applausc.
Sorretimes 2 game was duslly iU was a

| ehapes vod hnd to kel Theman most

e i T ——

whial had ivgon o dowith 1he working
claas?

And it hed warried his mother sick,
oy especii v getting scabics, which
mearl havire toBathawice a day and
warh his shizers all the time, She'd hadl
gnough Lo conpend  with with has
[ather. anyway, why should he nod
wol mariied? Mobody was offecing
aiything beter. 17 the revolurion

| camie. well, § would be differenr —

pur he was nar going doeasic his life,
wintting For il

He likesd 1 see Andy, thongh, They
had & led dmt common, o Amndy
unersrond him o bit — noe like the
others, ey were liks brothers, eally
— glwavy there for each odbher,

The weonpd half  was a3
inconssgential - as o the first
hiiddleshroneh seared bul, 5= Dave
arid, i wiasa w0l gpoal, Townrds the
endl, people samed o drifi wway,
rking - gloomy Cjokes o ahoul
refteation, There was a Tighi behind
o -of the zoals and Ancy watched

| thas Tor awhite. The -ptayers  had

become rired amd  their mosements
reptiive.

af rhe lnal whistle, Befare the
Atvers had leln the Hetd, everybadyin
hie - Wenl . Enclosure . furned - and
tusread Ton the exic It sas @ narros
apening under g dark ceiling al the top
& somwe steps: People wene |:-u.~\.l'|i1|:|:
roaeirds i1 Fster cthan they could 26t
i rouzes. Yoz could Lake yodr feer of [
the growcead and be cardied atang by rhe
bedigs - aroand you, sy were thai
vightly packed. Dave fell o button on
his gowt beinp toen ofT and tarned m
Aaedv in angaish;

‘Bl this Tor & fucking: game ol
taotball,” he-shid,

i in phe- siresd, people wEre
Ferrving pesceachothes, dig-zageanp
peross thie road herween e watfic,
bindf-rumnine e gel 1o the 1abe station
muicklys e walked  deliberaely
slowly,, bubang upoas meuch of the
puvementad P could ) Andy ragged
alone bealde” bim, consciogs. of The
frustraciaae bujiding up behind. Thes
wore anodd 2ouplie

Andy tiad lope Biack - hair 2nd was
wearing “g-bklae donkey jackes He
hunchied kis shmzldess i laeand Hhad a
germanent cringe showl bhon, Bave
haad verw shoart, cBor koo and . was
swssrinig o lang maroon aeercoal. He
Held himsetl ey enss and marels
mewved the musches af his fase, They
e Leovked abwul cthiree althongh
Pave was shphely older. Andy was

alill ey thine bis cheeks hollowed
and Bz arme withou) muscles, Dave
was  secoming. thicker, his face

| Tarening oul and nis shonlders guie
| broge. They hsd dgmce Bedn mch

miare alike in builé,

At thie sube station they guesed for
0 minuces, alkme abur NMomibia
At then they caugha their separare
trivinge,  eaclh  looking Forward to
peilting  away fromothe  jostling
cravads. sUill stuffing themselves with
clips and  <hatrering - akoui  the
foachall resuls

Yonn vk anon rhen, comrade.”

‘Cheerin. Dve,”

lrwas<lark '.-.'.'u.';l Heew cachk gon orme

nngl rheie roeenss ek cobd and empry.
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INTERNATIONAL

Letter from worker dissidents

DURING the last fen years, with the
wipm. of  strengthening  iniermational
authority ond of emasing  (rom
people’s  memorses the  bloody
coassgquences of (he cult of Stafin and
K luriascthiety .-I!lII;JI.'III-Hl'IE evenls  heave
taben place Inslde the Sovier Union,
i both an ideclogical and political
fevel,

These ovenis were of  greas
apnificance for workers inside the
coumity and oocurred as much [or
propagmnda as for the mainbenance ol
the prestige of the Communi Party
of the Sovwiel Unson i the eves of the
wor Il

Thizs there has been o repewal of
party cards, folbowing the example of
Viadimir lysch and m repewal of
MIEpOrts k5 A step 10 raising the slaies
if the *Citizen®

O 9 September 1577, Polithurs
memberof the Central Commilles of

i CPSU and Chairman ol the KLOB
Vurl Amdropoy stated: “Wo proosd

rom e princtpbs thal & person
crjows redal oeedom if s activites are
1 harmaony with the general flow of
s0ciad prOgTess

As Tor those comrades whose
ritigimms.are jusl and who am to help
matters, we treal them as conscken-
wug - critics - &nd  thank  them. ..

*odhose who cnficise miglakendy
we dneal  ax  misguided . people. ..

“Aundd Minally. . Cerlam people o the
West throw &t us what they think 12 8
clever” question: vow is it thar, on the
BOus anaiversary of the Soviet Union,
thete are stbll so-called “dissidenis"?
55 hias already been said, thoss who
e mistaken we i1y 1o help, Weitry io

hange their minds and correct thesr
ETTOTE,

Tiowever we gel o a sfualion
where some of  lhese  so-called
dinchdenis” began by theer activiiies (o
risck Uhe faw — wien sOnK poofHc BE
L felnge of our society take the path
i anti-Soviey activities, break the
wk, supply the West with slanderos

iiormation, spread false romours
nd start organising anti-social
utacks. For these renegades thene =
morl and cannot be any base insade the
COuTry...."

We ame Soviei people  from
iferent sirata of society who were
srevioushy unknown to esch other bul

1 harve come 1ogether in the prooess

an ordeal in the Toll sense of the
word, We are people of varipus
intionalities and from different parts
af ke country who are compelled to
apeoval o the so-Calbed 'ﬂl:ll'lr'_iﬂl:liﬁ
pres .

We, the hones workerss of a

calist sochety, the producers of

sreriak wealth, mre ignored by our

1676, OUr pPress, our paErcy and
“oviel prgmns. Though it is their

ciion and duty 1o bear us and help
resolve our probbems

w MERY are wel

We think we mmwber tens of
sande, even hundreds of
i=ands,

Vo da not intend to-produce high
v words. We will simply describe
srdinary, inhuman misforlumes
| sulferings. Today we are
fering
en may hecome o member ol dur
nand think as we do,
Touite simply the rublng elite s
; everyihiing it can to break us up
suppresa . us morally  and
sically.
Vith whatever problem a Sowiel
i appeals — 10 the Procuraiors®
veg, the people’s cours, the
jsiries, the Prassidivm of  the
reme Sovied, the press, the All
Central Council of Trade
ions, right on up to the Cendral
mmitle= of the CPSU — they
wiys proceed, nod from the law, buat
ot chie perstial motivatkons of this
t thal custodian  of
Ve are middle aged people who
e hehind ws no less than len years
whk experience in various  enler
“ines, W'e were leading workers and
il naturally we have a real right to
k and speak on our own behalf
2= on behall of our fellow workers.
Any worker will join oar ramks
iend farely i he 20 mach as criticises
asters of socialist property, poor
od ke conditions, low pay, high rales
o imiary at work, incressed work
s and nedrms of outpuat, Iuiu].ingl.n
aitapeand low qualily products, the
itinual rise in the price of basic
cvesaitivs ancd Foodsiud (s and all thag
desoribe 1 oW GOAUNIFY &S

ey

the law,:

— lomorrow any Soveel |

'shoriages' and ‘the difficulties of |

lkFE".
We

congider ourselves  obliged

‘That great army

of Soviet
unemployed’

VLADIMIR KLEBANOY was sacked from his job in
a coal mine for defending his colleagues’ interests and
put in a psychiatric hospital. Later he received
compensation for this wrongful confinement — then

the KGB arrived and

stole the

money back.

This is one of the cases documented by a group of
unemployed Soviet workers who have since set up the
first independent workers union.

We reprint this appeal to world public opinion and
delegates to the Belgrade conference to give some idea
of what life is really like in the ‘socialist fatherland’.

The importance of this document is that it is one of
the first times the voice of working class opposition in
the Soviet Union has been heard.

publicly to inform the world of the |
| impossible 1o talk aboud  bamdreds

real situation with regand fo our right
io freedom and protection of our
rights; how the Constitution is
obvserved in reality and-what happens
when we complain (o persons  in
authority,

We are thad greal army of Soviet
unemnploved, theown out of the
[ty L8 100 EXETEIEINE fUT nE.I“

to cormplain and crificise, our righl o
free speech, Omr press, radio and
telewision loudly denounce despolism
and wiolence in the rest of e world
bt po-ome cores o delend os and
puhblicize the hunger and destinarion
suffersd by s

and our children.

-

HE GITY IN RUINS by disskdant painter Alexandar Rabin

Any reasonable persan knows il i

and rhousancds of homan bemps. Bt
hy describing some tens ol cases of
orcinary human selfang, we can

| demomnstrate convincingly that  the

wame fate thal has aleeady befallen
ters ol thousands of people awairs
ewery Soviel cifizen,
They complain to the same bodies
organisations and deal  with
procisety  the same people, whose
modives, merhods and praclices are

| habkitual, The cazes of despotizn and

violence are legion and posess o
pocidental character.

Wherever @ worker or employee
winks, Hyves af complains, in the Tas

aisalyxis all roads lead to the snme
functionarics and o those repressive
measures which they use  against
ciigens who possess  righes  and
protection undes the law

We will deserlbe snd  documesi
cases baged on docomesbslion and
real events.

VEADIMIE KELERANOY

I worked in the Bazhanovn mine,
parl of the Makyeew-coal enterprise,
as & codl combine operator, skilled

minge  worker, shift foreman  and
desipn engineer,
In. - Bepiember  196E | was
wrongfully repressed and par io &
TR "

Mamistey ol Internal Affxics Special
Peychiatric Haospital in Dneprope-
travik lor defending warkers and
CIAHOVEES vichimased by the
adminisrration.

In 1973, srmee I wouldn's submit e
tyminny and lawbessness 1 was agsin
repressed i Lhe regquest ol the admim
sirgdion of the Bazhanowvs mene, | was
declared meatally unfil.

In 1974 1 was rehabdlicated but slnee
1973 1 have been refused work
because in my labour book iz written:
‘Drismissed in connection with arrest”,
1 canpot work amywhere This sordicd
lie-wns never remaovel,

However evemtunlly [ peceived
compenation - for my wronglul
confinemenl in the Minsiey  of

Inderial AfTakrs Special Payelijairle

. Hospital m Dnepropeirovek.

Cn 00 Pebrogry 1977 1 was
ammesied by officers of the Moscow
KGR whas tried 0 aocuse me of an
eaplosion in the Metra, For w0
manihs | was wrongfully cemfined in
g Epecial Peychidiric Hopsital. An
mvestigation was relused.

In te cisuing sesrchics MOReY o
tlee s od' 3, 100 roulbles, part of the
compengation  for my  wrongful
dizmissal ki Dmepropetrovsk,  dis-
appeared.

YALENTIMN POPLAVEEY

In 1975 [ wars sacked as head ol
department in the Ferro-Concreie
Struchizres and  Parls Prodeclion
plant in Klimowvsk lor exposing (he
abuses of e lactory  director
Praletanoy.

Cm Polstanoy's insmructions | was
bearen by Klimovsk police officers in
my own flal in fromd of my wile.
chillren and (08 vear old Father.

{m appeal o the CPEU Central
Commillee o o reason [ was
arrested by allacers Irom the Mosoow
KGE and Police Sration Mo 46 and
aencenond  too B35 days in jail,

On [ February 1976 a Districl
Palice Officer and KGH aiticer burst
intn my Mal and tried Lo arrest me
apain Al my allempls Lo conipladn o
virricas bodies mel onlv with empiy
lormal replics.

VARVARAKUCHERENKD

| worked =5 a painis operelor al
curing and pickling plint in Makhach
Kala, Daughestan  Aufooomous
Zoviel  Sacealist  Republic.  The
Adminiatration and  Trode  Lnion
Commdrcee wanred 1o pet vid of me
and sack me from work for exposing
mizappropristion of prodocts.

Sothinking that 1 wonld leave work
of my own accard they reassipned me
teramather iob with less pay althouglh,
in lww, a saperviaor can't deothis
without the agreement of the workes,
1 appealed 1o the Procurnsar's (e
aind to the Courr of the DASSE bl
thew k=it my stalements withont doe
PIOORSS,

The achmunistraticon saw Ueat they
comibd omly sack me on the precex? of
ahienieeism. Bul Lhal was ool (T
hecause L had never velosed work, bt
simply wasn't willing 10 work faor
g !

| appealed to the Keceprion of the
Procurator's OFfice of the LISSR,
Procurater Budersky - refusesd o
register me for reception and used
force to take me ko jail where, under
clurass, car 8 July 977, L had 16 give a

| werillen undertakiopg 0o icave Mosoow,

1 heve opever  commified any
anti-socal of hoolinan agis our only
seil oy documenis to the Ceniral

Comendteee of the CPSE

A vomplaint agalnst any Qlegal
detention by the police on 8, 12, and
22 July 1977 was dodged with Lhe
editor of the puper Fravila. [1 was
gigned by five of six witnesses. To
this day | have received no reply,

CAVRILL YAMEOY

[ wieked 1o the Maskabel enierpriac
in hloscow in shop ™o 14 axa Treght
handlerwith the right 1o drive & DHack
1 was sacked for comploining (o the
factory mdminiscracion in Movamber
1973,

A st dhey assigoed me o heavier
work bul hal meant less pay. |

ipomplained thar this was enjusi. Sa

Lthey Look savags reprisals against me.
They zacked me for work refusal,

U 21 February 1997 three EGB
officers and Divisionl Palice (4 fleer
Shatroy burs intamy Hat and made a
thorough search ol .

i 23 My 1977 i my absence thes
penin bhurst apo oy flat and thres out
my belongings. They took iy
documents — passport and labaur
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bk
Om I7 May they retgmed my
pasiport -and ondered mE L go

whetever §liked but out of Mosoos, |
only gol my labeur book back on 1
June

Singe 27 May 1977 1 have béen
sleeping on siations. They took io
arresting me' and  mking me - o
Wiomcow Kurik S1atlon branch of the
podice. Al first they would keep me
Foor am hdvur oF D

Al Modcow Police Station Mo, 46
Ly wonild Bolkd me for more than &
doy In o eell with Uuewes ano
soodigans. There they ook & set of
police  photographs  of me. They
arranged o ‘chat’ witl 3 psychimimisi,

Mobaly boathers the crimvinals and
drunkords: who roam  Mosoow’s
sireels but 1, an honsst man wihio has
e In Mosoow Tor many piars, has
ARl R o
[There  Follows am owtling of 22
similur cases|

Wecopuder the satements of KGH: |

Chairmun Yo Adropov  Talse
11 ol U T P R L G R
lwelp el .

Perhaps pufting complainants in
Poechiairic Hospitels and - Spacind
Dietention Centies in Moscow @ what
ihey call *changing thesr minds" and
‘wowrechizgg” thelr errors, Then §ts n
Barbario mnd inhuaman method

The names o the hopssi Sowiel
Cirizens whom ey have tried (o
‘eorrect mmd re-educaie’ myst be made
kmmwn b all Sovier citirens and W
wirled publicopininn

[ Thepe Follows a list and briel detoils
of 50 people, maindy  indusirial
workers, who have begn held in
psychiniric hosplials or  deleilion
cenires|

As & sign of proesl ggaingg he
denial of hwman oiglits, the follming
cilzomis, Hidegendently of escls other,
patified their intenlon o emigrate
from  1he Upion 10 the
Praeidium of the Supreme Soviel.

ot

(There ToMows & Kst of 21 people,
ggaim  maindy  indwsirinl  workers|

Al the abwe-mentioned peopds are
nol renepstes and have commitled mo

Exclusive!

Behind closed doors

The case for Western firms withdrawing

anti-socinl attncks. Moreower they
neve oot osupplied e Wes with
slandernos mlormation of spresad
Fitlae rumesass.

Yeu some of them were pul in
Gpecial Psyehipivic  Hospitaly and
tuened. oud of Moscow, sumiply
because they came 10 doscow wirh
opanplmints abow wrongial dismiss-
aln or demands for betber living
eonditinm.

Whergved & Sowiet cifinen appewls m
sgarch of justice, no-Dhe wanh 1o
hear. Their sole concérn is bow 1o g=i
nd ol e complamant

T s purposs the pofice and KCE
spare mn- efforl i support 0F the
burcancratic sppuraius. They armes

oMl ilngly and in proips.

Mikhail Guorieyv, Mikhaila Melen
thevn, Mikolai Ivanoy. =nd Varvacs
Eucherenka were arrested 1 dhe
Recepimin 4 the Central Commitics
CPEL and held fn Mosoow Police
Seation Mo, 46 wisere they were askexd
10y give & wrillen uidemaking never ke
alvow up an the Cenceal Commities
CFPSL again.

Il Moscow there are a series ol
Board of Inberpml AdVmirs Specual
[etention Centres Tor  cidding
Mioscow of complabiames. AL first to
frighiem comprainants. they b Tison
thena and suiject them 19 bumilisting
searchis.

For example, at hlock 4 Mo, 44

WIOLIN AND CEMETERY by dissicant paintar Oscar Aabin

or at least

reviewing — their South African invesiments has gol

backing from the mosi unlikely source: the LS

ambassador in Pretoria,

A long telegram from the then ambassador (o Lhe
Department of State, which outlines black attitudes to |
foreign investmeni, has beea made available (o us by
Counter Information Services, RICHARD CARYER

Mevoslnhodsky Street you can find
ihie Bloseewe City BExgcutive Conmit-
tee Hoard al Inceenal Affeirs Special
Detention Centre Ma, 2,

11a chiel i the police Heutenant P.
Efimaov, There are printed sheests of
arders, of ‘which a particularly Iasge

| muimber jssue from the Keception of

the Al Undion Central Coungil - of
Trade Lintoms.

CHAcers - al -~ the
Orpins Depariment of the Ceairal
Commticiee CPEL deceive compeaii
arits that they bave run ot ol mangs
and they go off home,

For eanmple, Depuoly Head of
Department V. Ciladishey, Head of
Secior - 5. Shishkow, Executive

Adrministrative |

Dlicers Smemoy, Petukhoy, Tilow,
Shukin  amd  olhers;  Head ol
Recepiion al the Central Comouries
CPSLETY. Filatoy; Hewd of Keceplicn
of the Praesidinm ol the Swpdéone
Soviet M Skmvarov; Head  of
Rezepdinn of the Proosmior’s oflice
of the Sowviet Linion A Bekunkoy,
Depuly Procuraior Geoeral of the
USSR A, Pankralev:  Heads of
Dreparoment Zamyarin, Chermilnsky,
Kdivavisey and others
Making use of the gk of comirol
cxerciied by the leaders of tha Party
and Dovernment, they have creéated o
closely-knit - mubaai  profection s
cisty, giving oy Formal ephics,
UAing Tepressive  Ieasures,  puiting
people  in o Special - PsychigiTic
HOSpIaLs anG 20 00
The edstors of  the  cencral
mewspapers Pravdw, Trod, Trwvestim,
Inlecaturnuyn Ceozels 2l are ©
completety dominated and controlisd
fromm dee Central Cominitles o the
sl
W are not afraid to scand up for
ouraelves im open coort. 1T we ore
wrnng, let us e jidged, bul opeoly
with the parlicipalion of tie warkers,
And we are convikosd That the
werkens will judge ool us bt the
Gilaclishess, 1he  Slishkovs,  the
Tilalows, Pankeatovs and Kekunkows
— and pur them in the dock imstead
Wi do o consider thiel giving wide
mulaliciny rodhe Facis of repressicn.and
ilcpalitny, bringing  them L& 1he
attention of woarld publbe  opioos
constitates imierlerence 1o the inreensl
Mnirs of  the  Sovigr Ulnion
We earncstly beg to present oor
stdleeciit 0o worid public apinion s
that the participants of the Belzrades
Heview conference, signataries ol Lhe
Helsinki neresment may kpow exactly
whers, sbhove all, heman rdphis are
being infringed.

We ask your dssistance- in o the
rescludion ol our complainis - in
pocordance  with the  law  nnd

cotsimtion of the Soviet Llnion and
Lo pur an end oo repression md
larassmeni of cilizens.

[There [allews a list of 25 dynaterbes:
im the documsent|

Moscow, 18 Seplember 1977
Tramelutieon by ¥al  raham.

reporis.

‘Wil radicalizution of black | opinion  on

aitiludes. tendency Lo eall for
disinvesimenl grows StTomjeT.
Added to heightened expecla:
{bons from new US pdminisira-
then om Soulh Afrbcan issiees,
musi lee expecied thar role of
American Ml here will

hecoing increasingly conirover- |

siml und ratkonake for contineed
prosence will seem less and bess
persuasive by growiog wumber
ol biacks.'

1 his i Ambassndor

Bowdber s startling ooncluson, |

for ‘hemited alfcial uwse” only,
Since Bowdber = pow head o
the Sizle Deparrmens [nierma-
tionil Research and Devalop-
erigait Davimiom he i presumably
mare thon  an | iadividugl
mairerick,

He would seeitl (o0 represent |

the strong SAlRCANEE" Currend
within  the  sdminiseration,
which favouars the muaximumn
reliange gn o neoscoldnca!
polley im Adrica, Sieodfeantly
pine povernment dpency which
did ot recerye the Celeplam wis
the  Central larelligence
Agency

Bowdler's, teport i dppa
rently based on g5 extensve

and imellipen survéy of blsck |

ppitdon, & rgmber of [RashARLs
mdicate thornneh | inlerviews
and discussion with black shop
flact workers and  woung
poaple,
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The telegrnm hreaks hiack
inveslmeat  (nto
thres ciktegories! [hose who
uncritically Favour 1oyestment;
thipes  who  want  seleciive
investmenl;  and | those - who
Tavour total disinvestment

[Tz Tirs0 group — apparenily
declining — @5 <deseribed &5
meainly obder Mack work ers and
black businesspenpis, Ma
distinciion e modle - Sebwes
Africons, Asiany and Coldaumd
imixed rmee) 30,1 18 hard 1o
idencify the Latler groqnn

BUSINESSMEN

Some  bleck  basinessmen,
mindiul ol iheir o inéenesd o
wn espunding CoRO@YY, =R
foreign copitnd ®s helping W
gemermie smles revenue, Sdme
promimeiat  figares  in Black
irede . mmlons ke Luey
fAviebeln, peneral secretary of
Mplionel Union of Clothing
Workers, und mesi Bomelond
gdors @re slrog@E ievesiment
PR P RER

Well-pubBcised - efforis. ol
Chuiel Sebe e attrned prominend
Usbiores 3 the Ciskei revieal his
ideq of wial constliuies feod
pielitics in als homelnsd.”

The polisy of Black 'hoase-
liid" i dentfl oo sépSEaLe
devetopment (1T e -

aparcheid, oo it s hardly

curpriting thal the regime's
b1 Bl

should fawgur she

L

HEARIETLLIT Tovesiment 1 | binse

Erudis.

Bas the sscomed growp; thoss |

who Favoor partiol dusitvesi-
wienr, e clénr thal [Ofelgn
firms sk pobl out  of - the
hiomelhnds:

‘A prominsii black i
wewspuper  imdasiry recently
culbsl  hoigickasd  imvestment

=marally Indefensibie".'

Bowdler also poanis ol LEaL:

‘Qualified  sopporiers  of
farekpn cmphis] wonld et
prodiects oo processss  which
seem la perpeludte or Siresp-
then elements o alale sppary-
tns wssaicimied with rhelr own
subjuguticn, sucl a5 cqEpmen)
for police, Baniy  sdminisbe-
thom  wffeciais  wndl o armed
forees,”

Leitix tivis cobmeory womld fall
inuch posvernment-lacked Brit-
sl investment, such as the
cupaty of Leyland Land Rovers

to the police or the pale of a
stk ATy Sommue Ao
ayslem by Moreonl  undér
govemment Heense

The  Laboue
srguent thar thesie sales are
ot connected  wath o the
pepressinn ool the - blask
popuintion s chearly  rejected
pven byl this [aily moderste
sECTiIL.

Bowiler devioiss mosl space
i the capidly prowing group ol
opponeits  of @l Toreign
firvesienient, whom he ses 48
vk urban hlacks, o sectloen
ol annl workers, and goene
hlack businesspenple:

"The distnvesiment ralboiknbe
sees forekgm  imveshinent RS

Cpropplog wp Sewb African

D econamy und thus il social

s¥sfem, perpelunling aparthesd
im aflits nspects. Forclgn capitol
Is viewed ws an insurance pelicy

Canverminenl & |

for South Afriea's survizal,
prostecting-againe -mesniogll
internaclonal =amptians, desplie
repedled coensmares by internn-
tingial bodles.

"W hen whiite SA eaders boost
over WesE's  depeidonoe on
Sawrth Africa's miscrals, this
conlirms Feeling of biacks that
ather counlris pay anly Ep
service Lo their plight aod are la
realily beading their nolivos (0
serve andephing econamic and
alcatephs Inierests...

“I'hiis anti-capitslid reasoniag
cofbends that even i Torelpn
¥irms affer minor reloemes, 1 1s
ouly 1o rrenie u coamfortehbe
black middle class wikch will
perpeinmle nEIuIlIIH'm uf
Afvican musses.

The Carter - adminigration
und its falihtnl shoabows o
Whitehiall bave noi eswctly been
falling ower (hemseives [0
dizinvest from South  Alrscs.

Mot this doeso’t mean thes've
failed 1o woie: Bowdler's
coanelusicd,

What they understand i thag
selective, ‘polizical’ investment
will oo slabilise. capitalise
imterests in Sooth Adrica. Like
il og mon - wnd perhips some ol
them occasionzlly Teel & moral
twinge — Lhe gparheid syalem
i capiralism's only pusranior,

Yeith that in mind imperialicy
firms and governmenis ‘pay
only lip serviee 4o ihelr pligh
and are im reabliy bemding their
actlons . o werve  mmderlying
goonamic und srniegic
imterests.”

The wiords are mod tmirs =
thew comme from this prominegnt
repressniative of US mmperial-
BAFTL.

| *More detalls feom CIS, 9 |

Poland Streel, London W1,

N




INTERNATIONAL
PSOE aims for two party system

Spanish section
of the Second

Intemational

cnier as @ construied tendency. |

ven g vear apo no-one really believed that democracy |
ould come (o Spain withouwl 8 massive working class
paurge or even 8 revolution.

Bul now there is democracy — of a sort — and our

onfideni
wer-optimistic.

prediciions have been

shown fo be

S0 how was Spain saved for capitalism — at least
emporarily? A large parl of the answer lies with the

wicialist Party (PSOE).

FRED FAIRBAIRN in Bilbao looks sl the party
vhich came from nowhere (o be the largest working

lass pariy.
OF THE major parties, the
PSOE has probably the cleares
prodect

Genergl secretary Felige
Gonziler savs that the PSOE
seps the possibiliny of coming 10

poser  with “an  absolute
parfiamentary  majoriey, or
something - Bear i, el

everyihing 14 gcased to this,
It eveén has a provisional
nmetable for this: trade union
and local ebectionsand approval
of the Consituteon for 1978, &nd
dissolution of the
i parliament hand new lepialarive
elections for spring 1979,
Alter Portugal it was litle
surprise Lo see a Socialist Party
coime 'in from  the - political
wilderness with a bright new
image and heavy  ocuixide
hackinpgard pick wp over a thard
of the wvotes in the [lirel
semi-democratic electsamng [Or
& venars

The PSOE was under Himie
pressure on ils lell beciaose ol
the rightist  policies  of rhe
Communist Fary (PCE) The
PSOE votes mostly represented
a working class: desire Jor
change,

APPARATUS

As the second largest pasty in
theCorres, withmorethan three
tmesthevatesand fivetimes L
depuries of the PCE, it has sel
abourcashingin on this posiison
1o build up dts prestge and
AppATHIUS.

LCores |

Image-consciius, IL mBes |

culeivated the wse ol the mass

« media 10 enlapce e cffect of

di

its political Initiatives, like
Cionedles' trips abroad 10 mest
{oreign heads of governmeni.
Tihasnot been above resorting
o podivical ‘stunts’, such  as
Gonzadez”  much  publicised
intervention e secume  Lhe

release of Spanish fishermsen
leld by Saharan mationalists.

TIERHG: the PSP isades is next in ihe PSOE bomb-sighis
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The PSOE has wsed 13
parhamentary weighl (o lever
itsell tndsra [avourable podenon
in (he “pre-autonainy’ bodies in
the regions and passonalities

Instead of mobilising in the
SlEeCls — CRCePd in the mose
stricely  controlied. Fashion
— it has wsed negotiation and

behind-the-scenes wheeler-
dealing by parhinmentary
representir ives
TWO-PARTY

The Jume 977 elections
revealed  the  possibilicy  of

moving towards o bwo-party
sysiem, albert an imiperiect’
one. In different wayvs and for
dilferent reasons Both mkajor
pHErLies PSOE and “the
hourgems.. LR — {4
atiempiing (o kelp this tremd,

hirs medns marpinalising the
PCE — a soume of much
chageln  and  self-nphiecus
protesis by the latier — and
ather “besser” palitical forma
fione,

So i owas that the PSOE
supporeed. 3 law  for  the
| municipal  elections  which
dhiseriminzles agatist  smaller
parties.

The P2OE': plm to win
hegemany on the kel involves
‘mopping - up® the smaller

soctalisl parics, Some members
of the Federation of Socialist
Fartics nnd the hulk ol the
‘Histaric” sector of the PSOE
have alremty been absorbed.
Mepchiatbons are umndés way
for the incirperalion al the twa
wings of the strodg LCartalan

| Socialiss Paity, theugh some

upposalion |was been cnooun-
tered  over  the degres . of
the party in C atalonia.

I'be mext narget is the Popalar
Socialist  Party, headed by
Professor. Tiermo, - Cealvain,
which gor neardy B00,000 vodes
in June. The PSP demanded 1o

Tendencies are binned e Lhe
PEOFE and many oppisilicniss
have  bes:  Buredgcraticnlly
silenced or expelled. As noall
siher cases the: PSOE  hias
vielded next o nothing 1o the
srialler Barmy.

Faced with dissension in his
own Tanks, Twemo pul &6

smbargn on meetings af the |

PSP rank and [le

The slicking piant [or many
members was the  PSOE'
insistence - that a8l irade
urigmistsshould pass over o the
PROE-backed LOT. In the
event ol the PSP s enory anto the
PSOE some seclions may jn
the PCE

e of the main lessons the
PSOFE bas- draown  Fromotber

Wesl  Furopean  counines,
ghove all Porugal, 15 thal a
porcerful  unbon  ‘identified”

with it & “an indispensable
condition  [or the  Socialisi
Pariy 0 beable {0 govern as

such. socialists can' hope ho |

govern without  trmle union
backing.'
Vores ot glections ane ol

enpiegh, hut a tighily run union
could do the irick, ‘There is &
relation of e and effed
betwern a strong’ PSOE wd o
stropg LWOT, aed vice versa’,
saws Conzakez.

TRADITION

[ W vears Qgo — &Sven omg
wear ago — the LIGT was very
weak. The new  woave of
workers” situggles suarting 7
the 9605 hingd passed Lhrough
1he Woarkers' Commnssions.

Rt ander the new condirions

| ol o geais democracy several

| things

were An the LGT™s
Fuvour, §is histarical rradition
for one thing, and rhe Tailure ol
the PCE  leadership of - the
Waorkers”  Commissions Lo
campalgn resolumely For trade
union unity

The number = of LIAT
members  has  prown  hegely
over thie pasl vesir or 50,

It was increased By &
burszscralic  smash-and-grab
rad on S0 [(Workers
Unicap, an mdependent ‘self-
management” union. A sizeable
part of the  leadecship was
captured, though only o =mall
portian of the rank and fils,

The current workploce slec-
nons - show LGT  firmfy in
veoond place, i & some
distnnce, b=hind the Workers”

Comumiasns. [n some working
class srropnghodds with o UGT
uadition, notably Viecdyd, Al
even has d narrow lead.

Althongh# =z memier of the
Sncialiss  (Second)  Intesrma-
ricnal, e PSOE & prepancd on
occusion, oppartantscieally and
demagagically, o take i
distiznge lrom traditional social
dentirady.

lo a polemic with Morberio |

BBk of the [falinn Socinlis)
Fariv. Alfonso Guerrs, one ol

the poriy's: lepdine  Hghis,
criticised. the headiong rush. o
social democri

collaborstionsst adninisirators
of capitalism. He resalfficmed
Thai the PSOE “hay besi, since
its very incepdson, - & Markis
party e ihe purest sense of the
Wik .

In & tecent interview Gusrra
dismissed the PCE wnad the
malinn Commonmist Perdy as
‘ridicyiously sl e me-
crarle', He even clairsed he
PSOF could do o with ‘a few
drops ol Castronsl pepatizm’
thowph ke guickly  gualified
this: *onle a tew drops, mind,
because it alzo conlains serioes
dangeis',

Within g party which bandied
abot such rheroric ome mmhi
expact o Tind  opposboonal
proupings pressing 1o sce this
radical phraseology: pur inio
practhos

Bur - such  curremrs - @re
hampered by the machlessnes:
of the bureaucracy. ¥hen the
trh tongress of the Sociahs)
Youth an. 195 approved a
ProEraAmIne conirining rans-
rional and  revolugionary de-
mands the PSOE saon replacad
the leadership elected here
with' & 'provisional’ ong which
lasted ootk the nmext songress
just o couple of menths ago,

Iis the PS4FE nnegl the LIGT
whole  secrions. ‘under the
infleence of Trodskyiss' have
been thresiened with expalizon
or wgluatly - espetled  on o the
Nimsiest af pretexis. This was
the Fxle ol the sieeng FSIOE
group in Vallesas, a working
class seburly of Madrid,

Atempts have been mpde to
suspend & local committes of
the UGT im Asturias where
Eevalutionary Coarnmunisl
Leapue members were active,
and sections in Alava, Mavarre
and bdadrid have beer waroed
when thev have not woed the
PEAYE line.

The vld LT satutes which
provided for 1he formation of
lepdentcics have Jus  been
revsgd e exchucle this
poszibtiity,

FELIPE GONZALET caughi in iypical posa.

Egyptian dissidents

‘The question
can’t be put

in mothbalis’

Delails are bepinning o
emerie from Epypl of the
treatmeni meted ot o
both Epyplions

thaose

and Palestinigns — who |

are opposed (o Presideni
Sadat’s peace initiative.

Adier the Foscn of Sadat’s
aifempi o emalate Ermebbe in
Cyprps, repression of dissldens
vpices i likely 1o biscrease, The
Fgyptian  povernment has
glready annaunced s intention
1w withdraw . the  special
privibeges enjopsd by Pales
tmlars living in Egypl,

The mosr Tamous ol Egvpl’s
SPTOsitinn wces A Al
Froed Megm (& oolloguiat pot),
and Tzza Balbas and Sheikh
Imam Eissa  (both  singers),
They have beer bit and o of
prison for yedrs,

Their works are banned Trom
Fevplian radio and jelevision
as ey descripe rhe lives ol

| ordiary workers nnd-peasions,

the strupgle af rhe Patesiinians:
and - anti-impermlisl - sirugeles
around the world, Their soogs
are diseribored samiddal-aiele
an ocassEles  handed com
perEnn 1o persoa,

Theshreets luleal inpvalvement
with e Eevpuan . police
follbwied & pochal s the

| Universite of A Shams

b Sxdars

Caitn. The securlty police tried
i sep them - erleriig ~the
dnzveraiy, bt fisided,

e recdiial tonk niace and was
folteawed |" a discusa on
wisit - B Fépusalem,
Wegm cwas arresiod - nfier the
meetitig, and - all three: wers
charged with forced entry intn
the amiveraily

Zhakk Imam . is on wnlikely
candidare Tor legader ol a viedenl

b assadlt, He 5 sixry years old

and Blnad.

I licir case was transfernsl by
Presidensind  decrese  from - a
civilian o & military  courl.
They relzsed o addeess e
courl, cinsistne theos was @
civilian case.

Segin went o leemer siriks
wisid wis peleased from prison
v cnndof Diecember, The Larest
infosmation is thal ihey have
been summaonsl o fe o wppear
before & mililare coart: agssin.
In the wimosphere nreaiing
afier the Larnaca flaseo it s
likely that ey will Tetarm o
PTiALIT e EREI.

{hdinary,.  Egvprians  apd
Pabestinians  bavs  alsy been
wiclinis . of  Sadaf's - police.

Patestinians king tani risles
aad expressing anposilion Lo
Shcat™s - wisit e Imragl bave
fauned The maxi drives  Lasing
themy firsst 1o the nearest gotice
station

In° one crse al e end - of
Tecerher an Egyptian 1ravel-
limg 4o wark by bus was heard

I T £ =adat’s o opeace
initiative: Suddenly. n secre
policernizn  agpearcd  and

Banled faem off do the podics
slalion.

Bur the Snchar regime has ni
=cen o able o seppress ooall
dissidenr views, A play cilad
The guestion cun't e pul in &
dlosed with mathballs 1ns Becn
Plavisig 1 sludenc-ainrker
ErasE 0 LA

It diessibes the probleéms @n

| Egwprran professor has with the
suthortics niter 1hey VeiiT
he ks beei teaching rhat T EKing
Ahdullal  of  Jordan  was

aeapstinired] beoause e was a
wairar ol wanted s maks a
denl with she Faisl enemy:.'

The -parallel - with Badal s
dlear: The profesor dedods
Firmseli by suving L bsrsaching
ettt v whal soariien tnothe
gavernmeirl's ey k-

Bk«




ITH ARCQUMND 10 milhon

inhahitans,  Cuba has &

population ane fifth the size

of Writain's, Yet  onnusl
clnema admizsbons o this comnlry, ai
1 1%m, area [ew million les than in
Cuba, In other wards, it seems ihal
people in Coba see films (s fimes
more freguently than we do

This fray nod seem s much if you
gompase §1 with  Britsh cmema
aitendance when it was 4t iis peok, ai
ihe end of the Second World War.
Then the British went 0 the anema
mere than twice as misch as Cubans
do mow. Amtendanos  amounted 1o
35m & werk probably the hghest
rate of clnema-going anywihere i zny
timse for the size of the popalation.

Aut when vou leasn that in Havana
pockay ., witha popudation of 2bowt m,
an impartant new Culnan film may be
scen by half that numrber within o Tew
weeks, yml realiie thar cimema b
Cuba is sl the mosi powerlul
cultural means of social cohesion, a5
| wis For ws before television — the
Cubsins alep have TV, bl i1 hasn't
kilfqrd theie cinema,

We have tospeak here of more than
cohesion, Cinema in Cubs todoy i
anbmated, st as il was evgrvwhere
arotnd the torm ol the century, when

the excitement of  ipvenfon - and
discovery was  freshe It b5 alga

animated in the saise WEy &5 CInema i
Qowiet Bussa in the first decade of [he
reyobuting -when, 107 exampee,  &n
aadiesice of workers watching Jors
Ivens' rather abutrnct experimental
film Hain said 1o him elierwerds
“Wihy are oo afraid ol faces? 11 vou
contld ook Bt oa face with the samg
frafisnest with whith you look af o
raindrop you would be wonderful.”
Hisforically Cuban cinema there
fore siands o Lhe same dev r':llr\ll'llllll
which abwg inclisdes French cinems

pround the Pomier Fromt of the
- 19 lialy Tollewing  1he
Liberatiog a4 P ¥,
turnig the R LR

pirsnd  be Fragus
Spriag, France again un [he mowemend
o which May "6% belonged; Populas
Unity m Chile; Briain oy almost
ance or twhee, bt ons day sorey in
the Pdture t[ cnemn mEndges [0
Abimy ke

Linderaihé kinds of conditions which
prodoce  ihis anbnation,  cinema
opergtes an an aopacalleled critical
instrament which both expresses sl
develnps o popular vision of the
world, And n wmking up the mos
rlgoroas intellecneal and -imagiratye
impermives, it overnides 1he division
which bourgenis seciety diseovers and
suciains hetwesn populae culmee and
alite Arl

INSTRUMENT

The knowledgethat £ilm coald be an
ISl rum his kind was present sl
the  yery ginning of the Cuol=an
revolutios. AR (Instituro Cubano
diel Aqie v Indesria Cinematogralico

Cuban  Institnee of Crménsato-
graphic Art and Indascry) dales Back
1o thie law of 22 March 1959 (e
months  after Fidel™s  entey N30
Havons

As Allfredo Cuesara sald o his
reporf on Cuban culema o the frs
meeting of Lalo American  Film
Makers i 1967, the mew-cinema i
Cuba and the. climate of  arastc
freedom which 1 has enjoved were Lhic
madurad resiles, not of spme kind of
theorelical conoern for the purily ol
cripeina a5 Art, g rnther of the Nilm
aclivicies carried on in conditioks al
candestinity during the war of the
guerillas; Conpled will s were the
experienoss of the Nifm elubs and
sher culrural assooiElions a8 cEnire
for the disseminaticon ¢f revolution-
ary idess agnd resistanee 1o oulioral
and pelitical  opprestion by the
imperiahsis

CuRan cinema accented thar it hed
o perform revolutiopary tasks and i
el oul bo ChEate Lhe  pecessarny
comdaions Bob il was ever, sven at
the bepinnisg, merely propagandistic.
I knew hoe Lo benefit Froms the
ary chance i had heen ziven (o
aomew i culiure which was
shordinare (o p pre-esisting
s mass Frsraeys but could
Zrovecin harness with the clinipalign for
s liseracy which was one of the
slutloat’s- promars ALINE,
inual medisin ol clngma ane
i ol witien languages are

13 1 he

MR E | dio noxe leas
rees o she worid
umercial - ginemn o of - the
alisd world  developed emid &

After the Revolution

ba’s liberated
cinema

by Michael Chanan

‘CUBAN cinema sccepled it had to pedorm resolutionary iasks and it &l oul toe creals Ihe

nacassary oconditions.'

mass cormmencial poputnr lierature
which coldned [ -and reduced s
wirvs ol telling srorics nnd presentiing
reality Lo corrain kimds of formudae —
fike Hollywood pems, Hollywood
cnema doesn 't ue much distarn mesliny
i1 consists, an the one band, of
someshing very much like faiey tales,
and ar tha oiher, renders muost of oor
actuml exnesiency ineisildle

A paradesical effect, po doubs, for
al mediom Lo gxercise. A Led
snail pointed - our in Muon's
Worldly Cepads:

“The 2izestors of the exrfiest oloics
altes Jid quess thirgs. Cine of the
asosroeupionEs wass Lheir habls o
slhiowing you penple rdiog about ima
tand, then piling van s walking avsy
withean pavime the driver Ty ricks
il over - lowin -fave fun, orogo o loa

| Ipsspess  siad SR SRk Lbe
¥ Pk P yEIRETLL TSl TRRAry .
weits wety mauili ke masi ol il
bookson the Middle Azes Tha 2o m

rlaei
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for pages and papes aboutknighis ond
fochies - wll - decked cur in . shinmne
armotr dind pay cresses,  al
vatrnaneils dnd games, They alwars
v imaplendid cnsrbes and bave plenly
Lo cat and drink. You gel very Lioke
it tlar somenns had o praeide all
these thimes, fhael armsed docse't
grome on trees. wnd thal food does
grow, has o be planked and Tooksd
alter and workod over, Bur it does’
oy the s2sk wltich Cwban cinerma took
upan fselFowiss, as Adlvedo Giaevara
paid 7, i disoeer rhie vealiny within
the reatity”

LITERARY

Thece 5 aglso - unather Kuxd 31
egemans - which hiehly deecloped
Lipersry culiares: exercive OVET Cinemi,
20t e Ciplonsdslan Tilm-makes b
Hudspue et 1
caplained bove Cuban ginemn . alkso
served ns en enarmple which showerl

ha S

Ao’ 4L was possibbs 1o atlack this
alleer as weall, 11 war throweh Cabin
Ciabemia, she wrote, that she first Jearnl
thar the Rlmapaker did aor have Lo
suery on heing & simphe impartial
abeeryer ol reality” — according 1o
rlye hozeenis idenlogy of knowledge
— in-which the documentery. film
mukes- 1 supprsed (o be hxeoan
anthrepolopist  eppaped DO an
jmvestigntion, with the film camera &
an empirical recording device

fhar Cuban clofma . conlitles 0
provide revolutionary exampsl wak
cléar [ram the selecsinn
al pew Titms of the last tan or thres
woars which were saown in Lowdon
diring the secent Cuban Film Wk il
the Mglicmal Film Theatre,

These (lims weze by o neans all
af mpices There b b Toking Sssangls

LRl A= L ST SR L
—S T A shrwrer T0OET

y consiBere bl varisly of Themes an 3
bapaanT | 13 11y | S o L LR S et Al

feamire film oarpul. Al the s fame
it 15 possinle 1 Sbserve ceTlaan Tvpes
of Fitm emicrging which could pimust
b cslled rewclutionary genres,

Sergin (iral's Honcheador (The
Eancher) = o historical ‘epic’ -aboaul
hlack skavery in Cuba Rio Megro
directed By Maniel Perer &2 filin
about thestruy  “nf the revolutan
ez, dealing eanltice which
somes 1o a head a1 the maeeit of the
By of Pigs, between pad nien in the
Escambiray repgion, Chneof them is a
ravolusipnary Tormer peasani; the
aekier a counterrevalutionnry  whe
leadds 4 pro-Ratista bandil groap.

A third kind ol filin can b= Fousd o
e C berin Muonera (00 o Cerlain Way)
by the Late Cuban woman director,
Garn Comsed Yera. Here, inoa story ol
growing conscisisness in an urhan
slumt howsing ares in the process of
being rebuily, fiction @nd doonmen
{ary ase mixed. Bulwhai makes this &
particularky power (ul film is that it is
fol done simply through justaposing
fierion and dacumeniary sequUonoes,
Rather the film s constructed by
cTEiting & marrative mvolving both
fictinnal and real characiers in poreal
lgeatioe I 0 hiswoeically  specific
ol

EXPERIMENTAL

Humbano Sclas, the directon of
arother experinental film included in
the proeramme,; Cantatn de Chile,
was one of 8 del=gnsion o Jour who
came with the films, Cantata de Chile
emplovs an eplectic range of myths,
paneama, histirical reconstrucsiomns and
piher siylised etements. Solax resards
the whale of Cuban cinema today as
cxperunenias, He colls i a aboratory
| creption of i secealist culiure,

There iz no longer any force lefl m
bourngeois colinre, I said, And the
boargeds models  which sl had
sonne inTldence adiws i the "60s lave
becn discarded. Buil there has tover
ver heen a Lrue sovialist culaee, 10s
ot csomEling  thl  cEE. AppelT
overnight. And i isn'l a matker of
thenrveitlier, In ame case there hasn't
heeriaceal Marsis theory of arg fTom
iy point of wiew. W are therelore
a laboratosy sidge We have Lo
experiment in praciosfo discover the
o forms.

It is precisely this Jahoratory. spint
which miakes  Cuhan  ecinema
gocessi e po uss Culrarally we ave o
very Tundamental shared experience
with the Cubans: the dcath of
bourpenis  culoars, We are sl 1o
g powerful ovant gaode (o7 beter,
series of avant gardes) which is also &
{aborgtory Tor new Forms

Apast From e very immporlant
[ererions ol sobidarity angd of showing
s what ihe Cuban revolution is liks
Cuban ctitemig also presents us with a
eritique of avani garde practice. 11 isa
practical critigue of a pasitive kind,
which pots to shame the theoretica
dupgmias which oliei appear in ouw
e speechifying. 11 doss not disiniss
avanl pardiom as a fag-end mutaion
ol arristc tracditions, the resall of Lhe
arlisl's ali=natien; loss of audienes
and  primisive apolitical  seonse of
pebellion. Mo does it make a fetish of
gvpni gardism for ios own sake or

peciuse af  some  necestarily
revolntiopnary  core  owhich  all
sxperinennal ort i sometimes

aumpasid 00 ossEss.

11 ige the srels apen atmiude ol the
eremtive  soientilic  researcher;  the
aitftude - af the experimenter [
whoib an experitoenl 15 ol in e pl
teriafirme Noregone conclusions, bt
Hzrally a rrving-out-of an idea-—a
poasibility.

it this demands a different inode
of eonsumption  Ffor - the sethetic
abijecs the Tl 17 §5 ne longes to be
judgsd either; in the habit af
peoTEenis: Crilics, @ & - poteniial
mnsteinees; naras o fleeting ahject
af leisuic-rime consusipbion, ns i the
dorminant cinemd af e Hellyweood
rradicion: cinema which diverts and
Meeees the pudicnce at the same Dol
Irscead e fitm has 1o be judpsd as
cpenly o5 i was inggds,

Thiv i vital example to us 7 we,
Loo, are to break with abd habits and®
meve ioawards the creation of 8 neeful
cinema. lna word, we can learn this
wiv losop  regarding Flms as
Jidvratiens ol orival  theoretacal
peosicbits over whal ind of cinerna e
paight i have, Thipwe could regard
pach and every 1ilm ps simply an
Epriment un he way fowarths OUAr
— [ T a—— T 1= R

i T STy O oW i
|t s Ve cursem midenent 0
sdruegle
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e decresse  in

- WAARINGTON Soalslist Challengs

BOB PURDIE
AND THE
GUARDIAN

BOH PURDIE (Soclalist Challenge
& April} secks opoe Again to justify
hit call 1o the Provisionals to-lay
down their weapons, However, his
argiment is undermined by his =il
urd i examing recend evenls,

A el erfor ooduoerhs his asees-
ament of the  present military
campaign. Compafing (ke scale of
operatbons  that characterised an
carfier phast of the campaign
{spectacular car bombs sig, ) with thai
of the present, he arrves @l the
canclusion thai becawpse therz has
been o ‘de-escalation’ o Lhe scale of
thess operations there has also been a
their effectivensss.

Yol the cilféctiveness: ol gusrdla
war is por o ba judged by the size of
svale of miliary operations, but by

Newr  siccess 0 hesghiening - social

and poditicail contradictions. In this

respect, the recent campaign fas been
very effective

We remind readers thal befose
Christmasy there was a E3m Aire-baomb
biite, and that between | Taauary and
Inte February when La Mon occuarred
more. Lhan 40 Brtish &y, WDR
and RUAC men had been injured and
thiree LDE meén had been lbed, [n
the saéme pernod there wese ower 10
boind - DEask, many on ooui-ol-

Beliasi hoteks ete, This campaign has

pravented  the Briitish  Gowvernmeni
from siablising the Northern
tmielet. 11 has bed 1o the public
_mamiliation of Roy Mason who had
broasted that the [RA were defe=aied,
amd has ndirectly had positive elfects
on pahilical  developmenis i thic

Soulh.

in relatmen 0
Purdie errs m his claim Ceat Faanna
Fall and Fine Cael afe  slmply
‘hedding the line on behall of the
SDLP* becanse Wastminsier is again
capilulating (o Uniomism. The reoent
pro-umily - slatements  of  Insh
bourgeany  parties  are- chielly «
respodnse v wo factors: (1) the
re-cotergence ol nabonalsm  al
grass-roads lesel in [eedand, and (2}
the Fact that the economy and palitics
of the South are adversely -affecied
by the continming insability in the
Morth; and che demise of 'power-
sharing’, plus the continwing [TRA
campaign have demonsirated that
this canmoi be resodved in the British

comiexl
Bab  Purdae  asseris that  ‘'the
mififary GEMREER, ., oonstamiky |

throws up ahstacles o the re-building
of mass ressance’. Bol the [RA
would ‘be [oolish to give up ils
campaipn o the basis of a prophlecy
that  thia- makghlt allow & meass
miccbilizarion 1o take place,

[he concept’ that a  militery
campaign and n mass mosEment gre
miztually  exclusve 5o o ledally
mechkamcal one. What in Facl occurs
is @ process in which the failare of the
imperialist  power o meet  the
demands pul Toreard by peacefwl
mass profest drives people 1w the
logkcal - conclusion Char they  must
take up arms. And cwery lberation
stripgle  has shown  that  the
arganisartions that win mass support
are those that show themaelves able
new anly 1o defend the peaple againsi
their oppressors bul embark on a
military oflensive in pursal of Lhe
poipualar inlerest,

In the Irsh comlext, the li'.lfl'u':i:l'li
Republicany followsd - Bob Purdie's |

lopic and gave up the war against

fritain, The resalt has been ool aniys |

the depeneration of their oopailsar-

Socialist
Challenge

EVENTS

NORTH WEST

Zlad

graug  maats  mgularky.  RAing
ﬁnnd‘lc::p_r mnceslisl Challeaga
aiftaes fardstalia. CE 235 225

GREATER MANCHESTER Socimling
Challengs Gchoo . atudeali =D
Auppasr] 1 Sape and sauld e o
dul Inenlsed = antktascist aciil

the South, i.H:-I:-I

HSUUIH  MAKNCHESTER
Challemgd Jroup maels Sy -l
Thagrncay at
Wilme iy 18
Challenge ssalwaan 11.308m wnd Tpin
al - Moss E-ta shopping  centim of
Longsighl  kansel,
Ferthar informatlan leom 081338

YORKSHIRE

HUDHERSFIELD Socwalisl Challinge
guUp mests nast oo 20 Agell ana

lor=cgiraly Feraaltar. F Mipm, Fren-:
Als mnd Tradne
larna Braset k3o alidiang

NORTH EAST

DURHAM Soomie Chatiengs sup
parieTE oron

o o m

PosneEn

here it |
effectively supparts nriT:l:1“!I:IE-Erli:- HICHAHD

lism, ‘tust & drastic dwindling of Their
base, An CHTcial deme 15 lucky 1
imasler 4  few  hundeed  peoplhs,
| whernsas ousands comtinge [0 twm
al fog thie Provissonaks as the pesent
demonstration  for  poditical - sams,
the attendange m ¥oluniesr Faul
Crudfy®s . funersl ond the Enster
Commemorarion have shivwn.

It is unforiunate for Bob Purche's
argument thod what he describes a:
an - ‘epmodic rse m Cithodic
mifitancy” has acinally taken place in
the wake of the La Mon bombing.
Even the Cruardion corceded sl La
Mon blad Bad no lk-elhesls on
Provissonal suppdrL, giving the lle id
e clajms thar if caused widespread
demoralsanon

Bob Purdie remingds uz of owor
responsibility 1o be  logical aad
homesi . 'We would remind him flsat
we aluo have o respomibility pot only
iy make an oecurale analysls of the
silndlion o Ihe North, Bl to-eEess
gurseives: 1o Budding &  powerful
solidarisy movement in rhis couniry.

JOHN LLOYT, ALASTAIR REN-
WICK, LIZ CURTIS [W. Landan]

CARL GARDNER

AND
POWER

Ok, (. OK.0 give is. Alier

receiving e lrigeest h:[hril:lﬁ in

prini since the  publication of ihe

‘British Hoad', 1 admil that 1 was

utlerly wnal completely wromg in my

assessment of nuclear power  and
revoltionories”  ailitmdes w0 W |2
| Februwry|.

Comrades  Filis,  Tulboi, Lang,
Williams and Luden made many
correcl poinds which wre impaossible
1o eppose by simplistic, (imeless first
primcipdes, as | originally attempied
o do [ihoogh | am dowbiiul sl
Colin Talbot's contention ihat we
should even be apposed 10 thee Sovie
Union  havimg  nuclear  arms|, In
purticular, 1 was wrong 10 Imagine
thai nuclesar techmidogy is samehow,
im amd of isell ‘newirsl' — 2
pomitiom  implying a  form  of
eisentaflsm’ which 19 totally at odds
with postlons | hold on olher issues,

Hwmever, what ebearly emerges ol
uf the debate — and Alam Luden
tnuched on this poimi most dlearly —
it thai  correct  poskdons  on
sviendifbe ‘industringl  developments
cannd be arrived a1l ontisde of an
ERRERSMACTE
underlying them.

Fur exampbe, hiw cun we odopd B
pobicy on different forms of enengy
prodiuctich  wilhonl (ke mwss  of
people aving a cbear grasp of the
maerits amd  demerits ol Lhase

npposing  syslems  im sockal  amd
| ceomomic terms? This ds a task wihich
| thi befi press has yed 1o address bsell
to, leaving il imstead o ihe supposed
‘fringe” ecology proups — comrade

Luden’s suggeslion of an  article

expdainimg how @ Tast breeder rescior

wiorks would be & useful beginning.
Spch @ vitel course would alse

il‘ﬂ.‘ll:ll.l‘r & reasessmenl  of  fhe

eribodos  CLeninist” view lhal w
revislmilonary  orgapBation  cammel
take positlons o sebenlific questions.
1 is dif Fecudl 1o see havw we can leke o
poailion - om  the  msclemr power
“ehaie” withont choosing beiween
differeni techmologlcal policks and
the sciendific datg and by polhises on
1 which they are hased.,

| CARL GARDNER [London NW§|

Socisiini

Inn ol
Sonisial

e diheard
Finip E=ll

DHcsensoe  Rd
Inereatio:

Sk Morihumbe-

Anrgaie.

=aiin |HS||I.-|.|", wi Big

alie  av¥aiable
Imasazgenl in

WALES

SWANSEA Soclallsd Challenge gruup
—anlE BaEy
SMins in B omwlens o,
Sirael. 4l suppoders welzome, Mo
meadheg. 3% Apil o and foeinighoy

SOUTH WEST

SOUTHAEPTON Socinlisd Chalanpe
apes every Salurday Irom 10ame 107
e e Uhneae  Par

SQOUTH EAST

CARVER
'AND THE
MAFIA

WHAT A carve upl Thal was my
| peaction 1o Richard Casver's article
on the Red Brigades. There's a greal
dilTerence  belwern  eriticlsing - the
woetinns of U Eed . Bripades, mnd
[ slardering them in Stalinist Fashion
The Communist Pary o Haly has
sssueed ooopll to root o all ‘tertorisl’
| symparhisers” . from  the warkplace
| g the community. We all know that
this meins every revolutionary faoss a
witch-husil bed by the Ll
The Malla has issued n denth thremt
1o all *Red Hrigade prisoners’ 10 be
irmpdemented by theirown members th
j&il. We kmow that all imprisoned Jell
wingers Tace being murdered . & la
Baader-Meinhof
Sociglisl Challenge: rail ends b
PO LR LS Feporiinge of recent evenis;
You claim that the Red Brigades have
little supporl in Tialy. Haw comme they

can.issue cd o cmgss bulletin
simultaneousdy in 1Z-differenr cities?
How  epme. even  the  [alian

bourgeomsie admins ey Rave suppoT
ot e shopfloor?

Y our feparts on [taly have tended o
b imAccurmie and too refbeci the
bourgeoss media's  covernge of the
revclutionary left as “Micker Mouse
groups”, (see Red MNofes criticisms in
its new pamphles on Moy

[nstead of atempling o leim fhom
the experiences: &  the  mEss
movement, Socinlisl Challenge hos
wsed the crisis of Lhe lelt orpanrizations
| ba sewre pobins agaiist Big Flame,
pointing o the ractlons that took
place in Lota Conrinua,

Linloctwsately you Fail o apply the
sk eciticlems 10 your own o sister
organisation, the GOR in fialy, whose
meriberstip has drogped fron 2,700
1o below 300

I have deeperiticisms Lo make of the
Red Brigades — their ‘kamikaze’
liotics, macho posturing, and failure
te grisp the oeed for mass action
| These critesms do pof, howewer,
sto0g 1o calumny.

I put thizs “socialisi challenge'
Soclalist Challenge: either provide
detailed  ewidence of nen-faseis
infiliration of the Red Bripades
| NAP, and GEAPD, or withdraw
i ymrrp.li:g'nl'inm.nmd.iﬁh.ueanl.apl‘:lh:rﬂ;'f.

| MICK HEATH {London E3}

of the schentiflc daia |

FASCISTS
IN THE
UNIONS

THE [55UE of lascists in thie unions

lsas recently eome dnto e Hoeelight
The bureaucractes ol wiriong ke the
malional Uinion of Hailwaymen are
calling for dhe expulsion of all
fascists, and thiscali has been recently
backed by the comrades from the
Eocinlist Workers Party and  the
International Communis League,

Abrer adl, why should vwe accepi
fuscists in the uniins? They stand fog
the destruction of all wocking class
organisaiiong, and many case they are
an affrone o all soclalist, black
people, and 0 on,haviigg 1o wark
with theen,

Yei we would arpue thar e
contrades of Uie SWEF aond the ICL aee
mAking & seriols mistnke, They key is

*rom - Harrlsc e
rehoma St il o
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‘We’re comin

{ ﬁ s F

to the

Socialist Chalienge
Conference’

| would like to attend the annual conference of

Socialist  Challenge
registration fee,

SUPpPOrLers

and enclose £l

SOCIALIST CHALLENGE GROUP (ifanyy ... 0w

Do you sell the paper repularly?.. .. ivsinnmainnanss

Please fill in and send to Socialist Challenge

Conference, PO Box,

50, London NIZPX.

not  the presence of fascists o
themaclves, b the palithesl qusstion
of wherher they ars organising and
palitically aciive — hakding a union
pasition, fighting Tor their poisonows
filth etc,

The posttion would be dilterent i
thiere were hundreds of thousands of
{ascists on Lhe sireets ouside, 1T they
were beconting a big threat 1o the
workers' movement. Then even the
preseiree of 4 fascist would ke an
iiimadatkon to the wnion and the
siripgle of the workers, But the ihraac
of the MF is not like thar ot this ssaee.

Cf course, we shoald allow Tor
specifie situations, What if hiack
warkers were forced 1o work with a
Fascist in nn area where the ME had
bezn armcking BFacks and whipping
up racial hatred? Ewen if & fascst is
nat politically active. there showld o

Irci gs Claasgow. Jdoi m
BolEdd - Boots
Sircwl) pacn Satorday,
MIDLANDS

Dulails
S,

Far detara ol aclividoa ol leoa
Baocixial
Cralleege C=nica, PRI Drgesill High

Slvzal. Birmingha™, (321-643 D20

LEICESTER Saclalist Challangs
quppriarg . mus Farrighblp w1 1ha

ALEEORHE  coniac] T

Lreaughan

DUNDEE: Inlormar o abaul Sod sl
Chelange sclivwea ram 54 Cluaee
3C salee
jcomar ol Retom
lam-Fpm

the righit nar to have towork with him
ar her, In certnin specific coses that
might have o mean booling the
Tarcisd ot Bui we shoold be carelwl,
ps fhis zan give a led o ammunition (o
the right wing. Even more, there is a
prodhlem wieen lefi-wing acivisis who
make such deipands are in the
misority. L0 could mwean yon per
booted out,

It also lets the itreds  union
bureaucracy off the hook, We want
them o take part in organising a
political campalgm pgainst racism and
fascism. That would rake up also soch
questioms as their complicily with the
racism of the Govermment. By simply
allowing them oo ger rid of o few
fascisrs, They canssiestep problems ol
ricism and fassisio i Cheir wnon.
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‘Daughter of Earth’ by Agnes Smediley

AGNES SMEDLEYs

anutohiographical  novel

Craughiter of Earth is sei in America between the early
18NS and the twenties, This erasaw the disappearance

It saw
Lhe

of frontier life.
sufficiency  of

seltlers

self-
the

the subsistence-level
“farning  into

dehumanized labour of the industrial working class,
And huge pumbers of women entered the labour
market as typlsis and clerks.

Suffrage for women  was
established, apd the firss birth
control clinies w1 up, Apnes

Smedley was one of the many
|'||-'I-'-".-r'-.|'| women of the tme
in revodt ggninst the conditions
of her sxislence,

Her commilment 1o social
ism amd Anlernabionalism was
AAETY passosate.  Her
pobitkcal Involyemenl (sl was
aclive m the Indmin nalionalist
mvement, amd spenl  many
woars in Cheis fiphiiang with the
revolutionary army)  sprang
from the feclings and ideas of
her childhood experiences

-
2060

CHARACTER

Mare Rogers, the ceniral
character of the hook , was born
in o fwds room farm hoose in
northern  Misgeri, She des
cribes her [alher, dreaming of
making his fortooe as e
wlumibled baselool befind the
plough over stony helds, and
her neolher, already exhausted
by o tand enblaibireh

This. is: the  “old"  wesi,
compbete with calicn dresses,
com onb pipes,. kg cabins,

timy small-hoddings - scparaned
by vast sirebchied of prainie. The
solation and mosotonous toil
of the rural settlees’ lives Is
broken only ar haresst time,
when the farming families fog
miles around  joined i the
pommungl abour and celebs
ated with Teasiing and midde.

Maree's famuly  Seave the
farm, disilhusiosed by the back
breaking work that  wields
nothing but bare survival. In
the mining towns of Colorado
and  Mew  Mexion,  Marie's
father does haulage work for
the Company owned by the
Raockefallars,

This is the eva of the greal
symficalist strakes, amd Mane
deseribes the Gocupalian by the

by SUSAN WATKINS

ahale militia of lowns where Lhe
mikres, Lhe bars, the schiool, Lhe
chusch. the houses are
Companyv-owned,  Conypany
goodds were pmd Tor owilh
L Ompany 1L Dl as the
Lampany clore; {, be
black-listed meani starvation
biners®  wives Fought the
troaps o apen the air vents o
the mines after one anders
grouncd explosicn,
vemis meant! suffocating Lhe
mimers, bul syang the coal.
Muore's [Emily s apooricsd
Iy het aunt Helen, & prosiiiute.
Helen's value 05 @ wage carner
Appears 1o pul het on &n egesl

fooring with men. Her active
independent fife s & strong
contrast to that of marred
women, reliant Tor  ther
sarviva] on the whim of their
KEushands,

Muarie  Aercely repecls the
postlion al wismen in marriage,
In “her delerminalion 1o b
fhsancially  iodepeirden .hl:q.

leaves home at sixteen for a Life

of sem __.:uh.'.n._ ags that was
1o lnst For yvears'
She liex her way into college

courses and leaching jobs. In
Moew York she peds work typing
for & newspaper, amd then
wirks as & journalise.,

In rejecting the traditional
depencent  role of  women,
| Marieis alwo forced 1o reject all

emolional involvement: 'weep-
g, nagging  wives g
ltusbands wla cursed them,
Women bepging lor clathes,
shamelessly. | would never
marry. .1 would néver b w0

weak as 1o fowve!”

The price of her  imdepen-
¢lence is isalation anid
kitterness. She can afford o
respoaid neither i the claims of

i her Famiby nor fo the solidarity

doning The |

Love is an enemy of women

The sarly 18008 in thea United Siates saw women's intagration Into the dehumanising processes
of indusirial society. Many women became clerks and iypists — or. like the lwo above, signed on

wiil the \alephone company.

af othar women,

Her strugele [0 liberate
heraedl raam hes experienis as a
woman is one of pain and
confuskon. Murie has no basis
Froan which to wndiersiamnd the
dotble standards thal  are
applied to her, the threat of
bring owned, the reification of
WOmen

She reacls  with  blmad,;
incomprehending anger 10 Lhe

1
injustice in her refations with | all disastrows in one way or | conirodictions in her relation-
mez. Comradesiiy (00 proves | ancther, The obpective pogition |

a ciurky, confradiclory affair.
Her relatlonshdp with  Anand
Manvekar, with whom she
wirks [n the Indian nationalst
movement in Mew York, is
destroved whem Marie®s sex life
Is wsed by other men in the
movwement as (ool to discredil
Anand politically.

Her sexuzl relationships are

of women does nof atlow her to
realise her own sexual needs
amd her aim of independence:

‘Love l5-an epemy of woman!®

CRISIS

The book ends a1 & erisie in
Murie's life, with her final
innhility. 4o resolve - the

‘The Awakening’ by Kate Chopin

Sad and mad and

THE AWAERENING, appropriaiely enough, lakes
place in the langourcusly seasusl climate of the
American Deep South. Vivid descriptions of the

blossom-scented air, cigar

smoke, the murmuor of the

sed, sitfing on verandahs fanning away the heat, create
a real sense of physical immediacy, 1l seemx f0 be the
ideal seifing for & romantic interiode, wrtes =LUE

ASPINALL,

But the remaskable thing
ahout this novel i3 thar it is not
simply o story abourl 3 woman
defving wll copveniion: for the
sake of ‘true lowe', It is ahaul
spmething much more radical,
angd muoch mops difficull (o
define: a woman's sirugsle lor
her ewnbdentity and aufondary.

The prolagoaisl, Bl
Pontelber, gradually comes [0

recogrise that ker leeliogs are |

not what sociely expects them
o he

The = catalysl far this
recognilion is-hec sl Jove
for a younp bl shé o mesrs
while on hollday “with  her
husband  and  children, Al

though it doesn't eome Az i bkl

Iromy the blae because Al a
very  early  period she had
apprefiended - insinstively  the
dual fife '— thalt oulward

eudstenes which conforms, the

inward: Llifs which questions’,
Bdna's rTeaclinm  ta her

BEOWHLE AWRTTNESS i Inoslarl

doing s she likes and Teeling as

che  likes, which [H s
abandoniog the varous robes
ghe v expeciad (o play a4
hostes; wife and mother, and
spendiie  maare  Ome  along,
wapdertitg the “sreets, and
painring.

Her hushand s, naturally,
| shoeked — ‘he could see plaingy
| that she was not herself. That
i, ke comalgd e thind she . was
hecoming - hersell,,." Edoa's
process ol selfdiscovery abio
invalved a pe-aiessment ol e
reluliornship 1o her chirldree.

PASSIONATELY

The poveliss Kare Chopin,
descrines this o whas was for
the Lise unprecedenied T2nms
of Jamesty: Edioa was fond-of
her chuldeen tn AN wngven,

[impudsave  way.  She WO
| somelimes. gather  them  pas-
| siomaiely 1o her heart; she
| vt surmedames (orper them

SOCIALIST CHALLENGE 20 Aprli1a7a

| reparded s B

. Thelr absence was & sorr of
relbel, thangh she did wot adomir
this, even 1o hersell™.

It~ was | Kale Chopin's
chall=nge w0 ik deslopy of
mintherhood | which - mins
cnraged the crities of the time,
In the LSA of the 189%0s, when
the novel was [irst puobished,
womien 'y ecoagmic  indepen
demce  was  bepinning 1o
he grudpingly gecepred hecause

the Cavil War hind decimaled 50 |

many ol the "breadwinnecs’

{hal many more women from |

e mudddle claszes were, fonosd
i el a8 living,

REALISTIC

But, particulurly in  the
Satich, molherhidod  was sodl
sncrosdnet,  amd o fear

children described a3 “aitiapon-
i, owho sought bo drag ba
ity dhe soul's slEavesy? Wi
certanly poing ioa far, The
nivel wins publicly pondemned,
describied as *sad aod mad and
qudd’, and Kard Chopin was
awrned by Tormer Eriends nnad
e ual e Bhd peer wrote
snoller movel,
Thaeeacellent introduction by
Helen Taylor infarms s that,
beloe the publication of The
Awakening, Kale Chopin was
respecianle,

bad

devored wile
despite certain uncomventiomal
habirs such as crnssing her begs
at the knes anif smoking
CIRATELLES,

CONTRADICTIONS

and mothes, |

[T is clesr Fromn the eradimg of |

the nowvel thid s woman
Kile Chopin's posidion could
have coped with the enarmous
comiridiclions of living ol her
beliefein practice, In the movel,
Edna is sventoally isolaled,
Fven her Lowver is unable O
nnclereiamd the clompes hal
have taken  place o her
CoMECIGAUsTIEsS. brcause They are
o prodound.

bidna wants simply 1o give !

herscli where she chooses!

shie realises that, despite her
lave for this man, “the day
wonld come when he, too, and
the thoughi of him sould mekl

ot af her exiss E ICE, |_..1'.-|r|u her 1

abone'. She 1 5 THHITTRUZE,
sven 1o omen she loves, as @ |
meins - of follibmeor. - Hex

AULCCIOMY 1% mOrs Precions.

[t seems wmddioy thal 1hess
seint Lhimg by madesn ideis shoaid
harve been deserebsed as long ago
as  LE. Lplorhonacely, [os
Kalw Chogon's Edna, the onply
sfiiion yeas sutide. Mearly 80
years Jator, the same problems
ewial for woumen, but at leasi by

ship with Apand and her
deciston ta legve Amecicn, For
Agnes Emedley  bherself, the
horok wils "a desperale attempe
Lo rearient my life®. Tt was o
prove successTul, and she laper
Founed direction in her work for
the Chinese  revalution, But
Deaghter of Earth cobanis a
cry of pais and confusion, and
of rewale.

relving on the supporl of oCkr

wimmen  and A woanelr's
mivemenl, we  have
chance GoF Susviving

The
more | Chopin s puldisieed by Fhe

Arrcimps o chanee aur lives,
Awakenuig - by  Kaote

or | Woinen’s Préss, 1976,
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Workers’ plan needed

SPEKE! NOT ONE

JOB MUST GO

WORKERS ai the Triamph No 2 plani in Speke Were I :

given a little booklel outlining the company’s
redundancy proposals lest Thursday evening, reporis

MARK TURNBULL.

Wisen the closure was firs
announced, paymenis of up o
£10,000 had been mentioned.
“The big poblden handskake®,
the press had screamed.  Bul
novw 1t hing been revealed Chan
p omore o case of lwo besss
Tihgers,

The ofler s

e week's pay [or overy
wears servioe —as Leviand are
obliged 1o poy by lawg

*An addinonal week's pay-
mient for every year;

*& maximum' of 12 weeks'
pay in  les of nobice

What this amounts 045 that
imstead of the mumowars of
thosizsands of pounds, it has
trived out that most workers
will only receive around E600,
gnd many A good deal less.

Aler the | T-weel Eay ol a1
Speke ended in Febriary, mos
workers were quile hagppy 1
sell dheir pobs. Bul pow the
miood heas drastically changed,

Everybody 3 dhsguatod and
blaeane® says Poter Wilson wheo
has worked a1 Speke for eight
WSS

*AJhe workers Bre togeiher
mow,” he adds, I am not B
mililanr but we are all so
dizpusted we will not Tet them
get away with it. There ic tuik
of an occupaiion.”

AT a mass mesting held on
Saturday, the Speke workers
packsd up thess words when
all bt four veled Lo pgeds The
company ofler. Sensing the

anger, combine ship shewands
chaicperson  Derek  Robinuon
deciarsd:

‘Mot a baldl will be allowed 1o
leave the TRT plant.”

Bur Robinson wenl on 10
sav: - “We o oare for 0 En
improvement of produstivity
in Hritish Leyland s we con
cmmpele it commercdal - lerms
an the inlernatsomal markel.”

Yel' the peevious  week

Levhind workers had decisvely
rejecled the laies] productivily
dleal ton Leyland, How much
Bobinssn's 1&lk of ‘nuls and
plis’ ls merely 2 :"Ill'|'.~\.'-'III:|'IiI'I|'_'.
ploy remain: 0 be oseen,

Certginly. numours circulm-
img nt The weskend suggested
that Leyland was prepiring 1o
incremie by ofTer sven belore
Lhe origisal one wad lad om the
table; thar the initial affer was
made 50 that Levland could
appear ‘generons’ when the
money was increased

The ooly answer o thess
sort of tacties is for the
Leviand workers 1o show that

| their jobz are, guite simply,
et Foir snle.

The most immediate expres
siom o such resistance would
be an  pecupsticn ol the
factory, and the bullding of
masy  SEpport throughounr
Liverpoal  amd  throughout
Levland for the ong-day sirike
apresd at the Liverpenl Trades
Council conference earlier this
'mionih,

‘W H Smith reply

WE AKE sill wunable
aniounce whether 'WH Smith
will be distributing the paper in
its ourbets.

However, we have bad a
commupication  from  chem,
and we reprind the letter below
with a suitable nddendum, We
continue 1o urge repders who
wint to hoy their copy of the

o | paper throogh
| Smith owucket ta et 1t he made

the local W

koown by making a spexlic
request to the shop,

We thank those readers who
have responded (o our specil
ples o make an extr elforl in
getling in their donations Lo the
fund drive, in Light of the
fire=bombing on our premises,

|:I|,._| even if thess sleps are

aken B is 0 unfikely  Lhal
Levlind  hoss Michasl Ed-
wardes wall retreatl. Instead of

shifting the TR7 production o
Coveniry, be cowld simgly phuar
doven produdion of the model
crmmpl

Fromm & sirictly commmercial
povint-of vies, Edwardes would
feel every justificalion W make
such & move. The THRT has
proved something of a flop,
Yol the resons for that fallors
are widely acknowledged to be
tallures of managsment e

| sign, and morksting

Levland is trying 1o make
the Speke workers pay for
missakes which they have no
responsibility fors jusl as the
overall strategy of ihe: Ed-
wardes's plan iz 10 sperifice
aver - 10,006 jodbs . im o the
inferesss of solving Leviand's
pradfit problems,

By itself, an pocupation and
even A one-day  Liverpesd
gencral strike will nod - counie
management s srategy. What
woubd T

Firsl w demmend for ncwi in the
working week  thrasghouot
Leylond withoud loss of pay —
i muiniwin (ke johs @0 the TR
ix scrwhbeel,

L

the. opening of

.L-I.':rlﬂlld"ﬁ ks, and a Tall

waorkers'  imguiry  inle how
Levband is rfuid and whe |s
respoiailde Ko ihe prodlems the
workers face,

Third & declsive rejectbon of
the cntlre  Fdwordes’s  plan
previously  mpresd by the
officiul  omion  lewdership  im
Lesland. It is 8 workers" crisis
wnd il needs & workers' plan.

soC IALIST UNITY *'ﬂfﬂ““"
Brizlon on Saturday,

warg among the ¥ Eﬂumplchalﬂ tha Matlonal Front masting In
51 wook the election campaign has dramatical ly hit the strasds in
Brixldn. See peges 2 and 3 l|:|r a full report

U nfarLEsaicty our Roesuniants |

have not totbed up this week's
gffoms, 0. rush in  your
donations s that next week the
tofal will be well pver the
wiekly torget and wet another

brick is removed o reveal the

wira] message conceitled under
neath the walll

YOUR jssag of 30
conlaimed, as an insert, 2 ledier
o readers [rom your Editnrial
Bowrd albeging that “within the
newspaper distrlbufion secor
Suith are im0 vineally

mommpisly - pasilion.”  This
slwlemmend isx nnirme.
There wre mboar 33, [MH

mevsagenis im this coonlry, of
vehich showl 375 ace WH Smablh
shops or bookstalls, 1 hrowgh-
oul Britain ibere are about 450

+ wholesale disiclbatlon depots
, ol which WH Smlth have aboai
| v,

Murch

The better alsg sigted] thag if
wi dechded 1o discontine anr
trial  selling  of  Socialis
Challenige, ‘mundreds.  af
mecipde " warild na longer b ahle
tir by the paper from s, Yoo

miasl Kidw dhat  owr  Bighest
sales Tpure Vor any Esue of
Sociplist  Challengs was
eiHes, and our - sabes
averaped 95 coples per dsswe,

1 ack vou to-publish this lerber

so. that  wenders of  vour
Faliterial  howrd™s  slaiement
may know the Facts.

SIMON HORNAY, |Retail
Managing  Director, WH
Smiih)

| 1M THE interesisof coanpleting

the picture, we guole from las

121 |
hawe |

year's report of  the Koval
Commnasion on the Press:

"WH Smilth,  Jobi Menzies
and Surcidpe Dawson domisare
wholesale distribution.  They
distribuie berween them nearly
0 per cent of national daily
newspapers ind periadicals

‘home - aspects . of . the
relatiomships of the publishers,
whnolesulers and  retsilers are
now cuncler review by the
Muonopolies awmel Mergers
Commission Fallowing u nef-
erence (o them by the CHYice of
Fair Trading™.

SUBSCRIBE NOW!

Domestics & montls, £5 12 months, £10
Abrogd; Airmuil, £16.5) surface, £10 per anmam.

Mame

Address

I enclose a donation for the Fighting Fund of

Cheques, POs and Money Orders should be made payable to ‘Soclalist Challenge’.

Complete and return fo:

Socialisi Chullenge, 32879 Upper Streel, London N1,
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