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WHITECHAPEL TRAGEDY

Plaistow, London, 20 April:
Ten-year-old Kennith Singh

£ Demonstrate
Whitechapel, London, 4 May: Sunday 14 May
Altab Ali sodtull it B
STABBED TO DEA_'I'H g Churchyard,
Wolverhampton, 7 May: W_ hitechapel Road,
West Indian youths Fast London
INJURED IN SHOTGUN ATTACK assemble 11am

PETER HAIN BOB WRIGHT KAMLESH GANDHI
INS'DE on the on the on

" ANTI-NAZI LEAGUE AUEW GRUNWICK




EDITORIAL

Soalalisi Challenge, 328 (3 Upper Streed, Londen N1,
Ediiorial 0-258 518019, Distrbulionand
Adveriiging 01-358 8471,

Racist attacks
and self defence

THE BRUTAL kil g af Alkah A1l I SYRachapel, Eaml
Londan, and ine attempiad murder al biack youtha In
Wohmartampion rellest (he growing frostration of the
ratisia. Having been frusirated at 108 polla — Ehe'NF vole
slumped In.MEny Aress — Mmany racisd thugs ane lurming to
physical pasatiits on black peapla. |1 8 Trug That (haga hawe
besn golng on for many years, Bub their rlangily has
sharply increased over Ihe Dol few weaks

In Bain Wobvarhamphen and Whitechapel he police hao
been fobd of the reguiar narassmen] of blacks. Mumendus
complaints had been (odged. Bie ftkle, i any, aotion was
Bver takan, This s nol accidenial. We haw commentad
many times in thess columns on the widespraad racism
which eists In the police ferce tlaalf

FRUSTRATION WITH POLICE

Givan ha atthlude of many police alficers 10 blach
peapla, it i hardly surprising thai they are less than
gnthugiastic in investigating aliacks on black |ives andg
property

Cipas 1his moan that black people should stop making
complainte 1o the police or other state badieg? Cartainly
not, But they should reallse (hat salf-organtsation in 1ha
community o dafend ibwill bath be morg practicatl and vall
compel (he police 10 treal complaints seriaugly. The fact
ihal a Wolverharmplon community rfatlons officer is
wirtually calling for black seil-defence paltrols 8 an
mdlr_al:illun ol tha growing and widespraad frusiration with
the podlcs

11 esbpss & dealh In the black communily bafore (hay move
into action,

BLACK ESTABLISHMENT

But It must be understood that ssli-delance (3 lrsl and
{ormmost a pollikeal task, It meens that black peagie have 10
raalisn thal unless they stand up and fight for thomselves
ihey will gel Mttle suppart from slsewhara. The iack
establishment has htnharto okl black people that they
should stay aloof from politics. Leave (L&l Lo s

Lagying il all to tham has produced  no o results
whataoevar, Mare racial laws ane smplametias; altacks on
biack  pecple ‘continue fo grow and nof receds. And
averytima [hEe 0N [ racalwing end are the mosl
undarprivileged layers in British sodiely

i iz orly when the Importanca of participsting in naticmal
and local poitics (s grasped thal 1ne bagia for a maaningful
gali-defence organisation will emerge.

WE WROTE fasl week of the unrmitigated disasier which
Temry Duily's  elsciion  represenied for Briligh tradé
unlaniam, This week we carty an inlerview with Bob
Wright. the delagied Broad Left candidata, oo gdr conire
pagas

Bob Wright comrectly siresses (he consaguanons far {he
Engineering Unicn-of amarger with theElacirialan’s Union.
He also lays muck of the blanse Dn prasa intariorence anc
{he prganization af the right wing, However |65 tha recard
ol tha Broad Lef which a@iso needs fo be carefuliy
gerutinisas

Should the Broad Laft semain a rurng which copfines
Iieall 10 unfan eleclions? We are sirangly of e aginion
that 1o continue on this course would be disasirous far
anginesring workens, The Dubfy-Soyd allizncs in ‘._I'lEl unign
will ba looking Tor ways 1o amash [ha lall aean further,

TRANSFORMATICN

VWhat la posed mong than before iz the :l.ll'lgl“'Jcl.Il".--'l ot a
real chass struggle allarmetive In 1ae unlon, This means thal
the membership has 1o be mabilised Lo transtenm iha Bromsd
Lef inle a fighiing organisation carmpaigning apenly For
the SS-hor seak and union SEMOCIACY

Bob Wrighl says wa lended o personal BE MALLEns 0y
ploking on Bzanion. Bug it 18 tha stnecture of the whion
which cragles the chpeotive tages far thig, How can &8 not
‘personalise’ when Ssanlon casis 1vemillion volas {he
wrong wayv? The paint is to Hght For struciures which maka
‘personalisation’ Impogsibie Wi the Broad Lett lacdls
inegseisgues at s postponed national conferance, orwl i
pul its head in tha sand? A ot will depand on the ostooma

Il you agres with thase principles and want io ba

Imvalved in activities by Soclalis]! Challengs suppariars
Im your orsa, il in tha form below and send it 10 vs:

| am inlevesiad in more inflermation sbost aclivitias in
MYy AR

| would ks additlonal |likaralune BRd ancloss S0p 1o
covercosis,

Surprising successes for Socialist Unity

IN THE COUNCIL elections last week, the losses
suffered by Labour were the lowest in the lifetime of
the preseni Government, reports GEOFF BELL.

S0 il is not surprising that Ron Hayward, general
secretary of the Labour Parly,
satisfaction a1 the overall oultome.

was expressing

Said Hayward: "‘Some ol the
individual resulis in Lendon
ar=very bad, bul thereane some
very posid resulis oo, | have
seen headlines saving ““Tories
sweep Inzo Lomdon'' This 3%
comipletedy wrong.”

The results in Scotland wers
the most promising for Laboor,
and the threat of the Scottish
Matiomaling  Parly has  now
considerably diminshed.

IF the SMP were 10 nsaintain
its claim of belog a credible
alleroative to Labour, they bad
tr atlract sigpificant working
dlassviores bt West and Cenrral
Lootland.,

PLEASED

This they failed 10 do, and
the general picture in Scotland
was Labour advances ab the
expense of the SNF.

Crverall, the et tiat Labour
is simply satisfied thar there
wits i Tory landslde s 8 sign
of the times.  Nevertheless
Callaghan hbas reason 0 be
pleased.,

The results, Following he
victory of Terry Dufly in the
ALTEW presidential  election,

miark a [urther auccess Tor the
polbcies oF austerity and . the
Social Contract. The prospss
of ‘n right wing Thatgher-b=d
BO¥CTRMENL - 15, -guife - rightly,
enaugh o scare even the mos
aisillusiomel Labour supporter
tripssng o the polls.

LOSERS

Butthe fact is that in terms ol
cutring inflation and awmdiig
‘eonfrontation’ with the
ugnbons, Callaghan does apgedr
to-he delivering the goods. |

As well ax  he Matonal
Fromi, the real losers in the
election were L Labour left
and thelr fricnds and advisors
in the Communist Party.

The beft’s strategy of beng
loyal Governmeni mppoariers,
whiting for a massive defeat for
Labour i the polls and then
lnunching & bid lor control of
the party, kas come ansinck.

The Commuanist Parey dicl
disastrowsly -at the polls, In
Birminglan, for instance, |4
CP  candidates polled  only
1,436 wvotes. This compares
with 1,151 wores for the seven
Socialist Lnity candidates — a

fad domally lgoocsd by the
Muornimg Sdar.

There is o doubt shai in
Birminghams and - elsewhere
Sacinlial Lhiry's policy -of Y
fighthuck now® proesd moss
nliraciive 00 militancs than the
Communist Pariy's,

SPECTACULAR

A number of spectaculardy

Lgaad  resuls weps achiewed:

Hiida Keon's 21 per cenl in
Spiralfield; Agnes Thompion™s
12 per gent in  Sandhibls
Liverpool; - and  REucben
Gioldberg™s 4536 voles (1 per
cerll in & Bradiosd ward being
the meest obvions. (The MF gol
oaly T =01

i is0at arcas whers Socidis
Umy candidates stood  they
defeated -the Motional Fromt,
the Communisl Parcy, and on
accusions  both Liberals and
Taries.

THE ELECTION resuliz
were  had  for the
Mational  Fromt. Nai-
ionally its vote Fell by a
guarier compared (o las

year and its hopes of

London were proved in

- be iotally illusory,

Fven  belore (the &ection
reslls o were - aanonoged, the
problems the Front fagel were
shiown by che
elecraral fraads th=ir members
weraengamed 1,

Uhet Fourst i fmpoesifie (o

thods; &l many slgned ihe
nomnnalion  formes  heliesine
they were hacking Lahour ar
other cnndidates,

Ir 35 epsy 1o see why Lhe
Frond is in crisis Fhey were
heacen ofl the sirgely W
Lewisham amd most recells i
| eeis. The Anl Naxd Leagud
caurnival aod U mass lead-
l=ting casried oui o by the
ant-bascist movemens furher
jmulaled Thent,

'z vacism of the Tores hax
slalen- many of Ther voares.

Internal gdivisisam in the Frond
§now 0 be svpected.s 150
soorel thot mieny ol the NF
leaders nre dlchmg e dich
Yarin Webster. The -bad
elechion resully may give Thein
their chance by niaxing him the
SeEpEETal,

Certaznly the Bande of rhe

UR POLICIES

Caplluban & W cpsls, The lrsder ol the
Labirer Parip il the drades usmens sy
sniuaan Thal are id fhe Innwesis, ool of e
r cajritalivl dids.
B

w il (e 1wl il

Thr sirgle Tor sorislinm wechs B
e (igghet 0ol Ahe ok ers spaimd
h

Such sucoesses are all the |
more remarkable wlen o is ) -

NF-fro
humiliation
to what?

paining conncil seats in

namber ol

per the necessary aumber ol
npminskions by “noroal’ e |

Defeat is Labour victory

remembersd that wnlike the
Commuonist. Pariy,  Sociakica
Unity does nol see the main alm
of elections & winfkg vofes —
nuc rather fo cmpaEgn on the
virnl  dssues, oo cxplEin the
socinlist aliecnstive, and o
crenise afound cless siroggle
pirlicies and campaigns,

In:a sepse the real =l ol
Howqialist Lindny is the next few
monchs, and hew well - those
whio wiorked i SU - organise
themselves around such issues
us oppesition ooall immigra
tiom  contnods.  for - abortn
rights, aid in che fight apains
unemplaymens.

ARRIVED

In this the words of Stewe
Faulkmer, who polled  just
under 10 per oot of the voles in
Deptford, Losdom, can he
tnken as & guidel “Socialis
[nicy has arrived, and we're
slaying.”

nard hine ‘action Tactom’ il
he strenglhened, 11 is-a spn of
The Loes thas many o the
1.5k sir oy SNF mareh on My
Dav in London were chanting
"Thne Mational Froosl s A
Fasisl Froant .

Morsover,  the - Thitene
Aritish Moverment 18 reciutling
i Traishe Lhe MNE. A& meember
uf Uhe NF MNational Diftelorale
gllended  he  latest Hiller
birthday pary in Wilishics and
many:  MNE members  owere
invalving in orgonising mes-
ings for the Ku Klux Klin
legder David Puke

1L 1% nobL jusl bepocngy thal
makes e el amsucs of e
HF's  speachesd  dever:  a
ool anlols 1o anncking the
EER, Therejcisn gennine fzar
thut the rank anc Bl will
hreak inin . a Cramysaee  af
bombingand thuggery.

The depeii af the delzac will
Be megsured by U gxtenl ks
whith thee NMF sliows e ceal
ldeodopteal dolours and retrears
o st less viclence

Th= hope of the more
far-sighted - Fromt  |ead=rs i
this im the 'ong term Thaicher
will mar be akle Lo selisly the
racisl  asporplions she haes
awrzdied and that the MF el b
able’ In ocaxho o oa Lhi

ke  problem  Top . these
lsaders . that 4 slgnifican:
seCiioR o el ranks wilk nar
walr Tor this process o run-iis
conrss hor will take the apricn
n’  the shombk  and hxs

E Tlass 3

vowill im The

in deleating @ lhe

In the Wesi- and Hee bressl

hip dbsts wasisn 6 | ebm Anreio;
il A-dm.

iy Bomi s L imphes demanl i the lmme-
i i wihed rwmd o Brlilok irceps roe Breia el
i lemiag rive Irisk poogle determine dhwe oF8

Fadwrr. |

o

Gl prevwer weal ol

necenery meais (e prser of ake capsalia
Ihr  Isfur  meeemem,  These o dhiosld b Fipne,
ream-wurimsive ih Cliwecier gy |I.IJIE¢H
irelimmiy salding s wide raape 0l poises]
Iirpl"w 1o figvl B fhe creiliod of @ unl- 2
fied wed derecimii vevshabmmery sl
arganisaiinn whic ropg b wn wpplic et
of upiced Triomd imc Seipde 10 b sren ws am
alirrdaiive b thsasands of ke Higsged m
LT

wuirh an segu el ioe yhauld e Bravand O Bl
il Erua i L

frrae bl 2 0 I v The Cammuanl Faries Ip -Earups

wr I orlds,  Meliher e CEaee-
LT mar ihe  pro-isins
wingy hztr afm mepningbel siralegd

[Dalete if nat appiicabia) paliiinn ha rless-collabsrntisnlam

=il be infiniicdy 00
:::::Jn:- I:H| ruisly -’.r‘.i" fisr ihe oepntine o (he capoal viwie. Mos
radey, wiih Tull roghss for all poliecal . mevsdubinmary i | mllal |=-l!'h=- ire tl-.'_ﬂ' nErEY -
parties s cnrremis dha ) iy nod Bk wry han wver helare, 4ondiiens oy e
i s w6 O il aimie. The Sislinis reaife Treiarwidy i @wer The preoating dlece
mindels nf unctalive” i (he E5SH and Eoem dhiuchebic. [t surh prtics e i e dmil hlrl
Wz e hiwwr dine peditod socialinm In the epes o rejecting weciarfanism wed siting eiem
il bredis 8 worksr ihrodghaul U werid, Yree demarTary Al & 8 fwry el &S i_ vligh
are npgoved o them and will offer Tull suppari pebemliy. This mecan the rghd in nnganls
it (e Tipbaay i eacialsl democracy . Huctiity afirl resdimries.

NBME ...

ADDRESE ...

mdgaersi bririgaddnid

Sendto Soclalisi Challenge, 328 /8 Wpper &t Londonf
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interview with Peter Hain

oW

Following the success of

we’

the Carnival last week,

JUDE WOODWARD interviewed PETER HAIN,
press officer of the Anti-Naz League, and asked him
ghounl the futore of the Leagne.

Despite.  the overwhelming
sucress of [he curaival oa 30
April, which no ome can deny,
e Matlomal Fromi was able io
march Inis the Easi End on
May Dy withew opposition
for thee Firs2 lime since the ",

How was that shle o |

-5

happen

It wng g seCeeT march thar
we'd gol wind of before. Bur
relistically, all the snergy and
organisation that had gone
imlo the carmival had just |
et uasled everyone,

We had pushed them off the
sireeis [or — what — sk, seven
months nos, The next stage &
1o mobilise on & mass basis for
anmy march that they might be
planning

IF they do allempt 10 enguge
i a Lewssham-style operalion,
whire ey lixéed the dale in
advance, campaigned for i,
agnd mobikised bevond their
own ranks, them | think we |
should be able to bring ouwl
thess numbers o have o mass |
presence there,

We've beard thai the AN
oonference s planned. Are
there anmy defnils?

Ihe details haven't
finalised  wei, and probably
won't be for a couple of wesks,
It's & guoestion of clearing
dites, bl if will be in Late Jane

or aely July, ]
The aim of i quite slmply |
will be do consoiidate the |

At tha Wicrd peket of the NF In

gction  approach  that  the
League has developed, We're
miming to pei people who will
ke acibdi rather thanm [alk
abauT it

We will delberaiely avosd
ithe traditional ype of labour
movement conference, whete

vou lzke ming moathi to sel it |

| upy,. getling delegares and so
| &n
The maln purpose & less o

discuss policy and the wider
pitical basis, than to carry on
the momentam  that has
alrzady besn achieved. Orng-
nally we weren't Lhinking ol
heiidimg & conferénce  unril

| afizr the General Election, bat

e pobitical ggnficance of the
camival demanded that
tepdd cine novay,

we

Wikl there be discassion alsul
whether the ANL should fake
up immilgration controls ai this
conference?

| hope this discession will |

| take place. All the main AMI

speakers are making it chear
hat the Front &8 not the only
probdem, alithodugh I i the
major target frome the polng of
view of the League.

There iz the much wider
probiem of racist immigration
cootrols. S0 [ woukl have
ihought L] weiailil b
COMETDN groand.

What | den't wanmt B oto
spend  litepafly . hours  of
wrangling over where we pul
the Mall stops and commas. n
particular politbcal sislements,
A%

Fabruary,

in the big league

PETER HAIN &1 the Tribune mesting ai lasi year's Labour Party conlenrence

comferenosy ol the o,

s & manier of butlding the
comsciousness of the wider
isswes oaf of the enthusiasm
you had op the carnival; o
[hal the kKids reahise that it &

mol just a comvemien! hogey
man, much the sEme a8
oppoaing football team sop-
POTLErS,

What | don't wanti =
restricting  amd, polentialiy,

isring  that a watertight
potitical statement bs pur out,

| which in sny case the differeni

o0 often happens  In |

groups will mol agres om,

Whal will be the basix «af
invitation o the conference?

L don't know ar the moment
I think it wiall probably be on
the basis of local AMLa, ban
thal hag yet 10 be decided by
tiwe steering commities. Whas |

| am anxloas for is the broadest
| poasible representation at the
| eonference.

Are you hwppy wilh the preseal
siricture of ihe ANLY §i has
been exilicised Tor is lack of

e moCrkey .

 'm basically bappy with it
in the sense that we are not
frying to rival the Jocally based

and usanlly  salidly  based
anti-racist, anti-fascisl  com-
mitless, which usually lave a
delegate struciure within and
around the lakour movement,

Char structure, if viou can call
il & strocture, is hased oo the
origingl  sponsory’  meeting
ack in Movescher, We slected
he presenl slegring commilles
at an  open  meeting: o %
broadly represcotative of che
laboor  movement, 30 ii'3 a
lepitimats body in chat sense,

We don’c have membership
cards, We don't pretend o
peaple Lsal by paving & poud
EI‘.'IE'_-']I.&'.-I‘.'-u."‘i'.'l.II.i[ urronal righis,
You have a supporter's cand as
g way of identifving with the
maovement; giving it funds, apd
s @ way of mecruiting: on g
suppor basis,

Yo can join a lkxzl wapport

group . or  form  your oW,
These  procps are guite
Independent. They pe fownd,
distribute litcrafure — cam-

prign a5 they wand ro. There
are also groaps Like Women
Apainst the Mazis, or Schoal
Kids Agminst the Mams,

What we say Lo peapie who

approach us, l= OK, you go
and doit, B's your group, we'll
help print a professsional kind
of leaflef ond provide some
resources, bul basically ity up
o you. We have ao conlrol
over these groups,

Whal aboui democracy w0
national level?

The slesring comimilies was
wl up on a guile open and
democraile basis  im the
beginning. We've poi  ihis
action  going, and the con-
feremce will  provide  an
opportonity 0 Tl owl any
hicoups or  prablems thal
there may be.

Wihar | would reslat | elther
the wview ‘thet W i a&n
undemocratic  operation, e
couse | don't think it is; or the
view thal vou can orgamise &
campaign like this by having a
traditional model of orgams-
ation.

Thar moded Is provided more
than adequately by the ARAF
committees, which 1 hope we
will erpgnpthen, 1 hope that in
the end this new constitnency
of people would be chanmelbsd
into thess orgmnistions and
inte the wider Labour move-
oent, 5o thalt ™ not a
mevement which ooomes  &nd
wowew and hsaves nothing solid
behind il

The other apswer §= that
wpu've pot to look af omr
record. | think vou have to
admit thar it could not have
been done any other way, ar
else it would have been done
before. There hawe been other
aflempts to do it

Will thy AN, dishand ufter the
Ciemeru] Ebection? | CTR 1
femipararyy

[ sar it a5 AN fMECgency

operation. The Front has been |

paining ground electorally, in
the schools, in the workiog
class. generally, I 95 an
emergency job of propaganda
and of activily Lo expose and
stoq Ehad,

The target always has been
the Ceenerad Election, Frankly,
1 bad not, and nor had pnyvone
else on the steering commillee,
envizaged the ahsolutely ex-
plosive groweh of the thing.

We realived thal Lhere was a
wacuem to be Glled, We hado't
reslised ils [wll porencial, Afier
the General Election, the

Leagus will have 1o decide
what it does nexl.

Does it dhhuu:l:nnddfﬁ L0
- sEpporiers, go 1n
o your local ARAF commit-
tees, always assuming that the
MF hasn'l made an electoral
advancs iy do we say that we

have a responsibility fo carry |

ofl our present activitiesT

All I'H sary is that 1 see this as |

an eoeggency. operation and I

racksm and fascism by this kind
of campaign at the eid of the
day,

What <o yom fhink ashoul
relotions with snli-recist and
anti-feecisi  commitiess o~
cully?  Soqme  people . have
viiced complainis,

1 wnderatend that feeling, 1
think thai many local ;
initiatives hawe been unsubtle
in the way they s= them up.

They haven't talked Lo people
the way Lhal they oughl b3

1 think that we are all grown
ug and that these are jus

dan’t think that we will defeal |

Phaskae O M. COOKBON |ocklis Challangs|

- hls Fired sincs joining Labour irom the Libarals.

matiaral hlccups in & thing that
has taken everyone by surprise
and grown explosively.

There hasy been some
justificstion for bad feeling,
hut also Flmﬂ-ll: foeling tha
they don't lke the AMNL
muscling in on their patch,

We've noi besn brying 1o
build 3 body thal compeies
with existing anli-racist and
anti-fascist groaps, Where that
has happened we have tried
froen the cendre 10 ensure that
they are working in harnes.
But the local proups are
in L.

We  are  invobing  pew
comstituencies which, rightly or
wrongly, would oot become
inwodved In traditionnl kabour
movement - bodies  like  the
commifttees, which T and many
others in the ANL have been
pclive in over the years,

These  new conatboences
and thelr potemiial should be
weleomed by the older
catablisbed commitrees. 'We
hope-in the long run to chanmel
them into the older esablshed
COMmTCEERS,

Thess badges are all apvollable rrom The Other Bookshop, 328
Upper 81, Londen N1, 20p sach plus 10p php,
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Attacks in Wolverhampton

Racists bring out |

the guns...

ON 290 JANUARY 1978 the President of the Indian
Workers Association in 'Wolverhampion N5 Noor
received 8 number of abusive and threaiening letters.

One of (hem was signed

by & body claiming 1o be the

‘Popular Front for the Liberation of Britain'. It
stated: ‘Foreigner Noor: The PFLOB has been [ormed
to combai invaders and to free the country of foreign
influence snd indigenous treachery. The invaders will
be driven out and all traitors punished. You leave

mow."

Severn]l  weeks  Jater  [lve
mesbers of the Mational Froml
wete arrested and charged with
arson.  They are  currenily
facing trial for petrol-bombing
Asign shops. The lntesd
incidenis [0 shake Wodver-

hampton happened in the early
hours of 1nst Sunday nsorning.
A group of young blacks were
o Lheir way 1o a party. A blae
Corting drove past, a shotgun

Prpisc AMCELS PHILLIPE (IFL|

wid poked oul of & side window
and shots were fired, Two
voulhs Fell down wounded.
Their comrades dragged them
o safery, while others threw
Bricks at the car

Come mubies lnter the Car
emerged apain and there was
pnddher shodgun Mast. The
police arrived alter the attack
was OVEr,

The fact that even Maurnoe

BERAY BEAUMOMNT speaking ai tha MAC Conferance

Abortion

conference

The National Aborifon Campaign has just held its

third national

conference.

The issues that the

campaign had been discussing throughoul ihe year
were debated and hopefully lald the basis for further
work and discussion in the coming year.

Socialist Challenge supporters in the Hrighton
NAC group reporl on the conference.

The MAC conference, held
at the end of =t month, was

disappaintingly - amall,  with
gnly 2  hundred people
attepding.  But, apare  from
that, = B was clear  thai

enthusiasmm for the campaign
bt 1104 died down. Many BAC
proups have beombc lisreas-
inghyv acrive, and like curs, are
reCruiting more peopis.

The first day wad deveded o
paasitive Tegidlarion, We wited
o adopd our awn legsintion
which would rémove all legal
and medical cestrictions an Hee
rght Lo abortion, and-emsuds
that Lhere 1& open access 107

every woman to free abartion |

laciliizes

The main  diltersnsd  thar
emerged aver pasicive legisla-
gion was wisether o draw up
aur owin Bl or o SEppent the
ane drafred by the Aboroion
Law  Rsform  Assocatecn.

Lome peaple were doubsful
ghout ALRAE Bill because il
inclugdes ‘a ume Lot of 28
weeks, s thal & woman apuid
not have e npan o choose
gomee . Lhe feofus s ‘wiable’

This. wis  presenied a5 3
tagiical position to mike Lhe
bill more acceplable o wider
BrodIps

We  woled against  thas
weeks i arbiteary and could be
rechuced  still further on the
basis of viabilite, We also Tel
that MNAC shopld nod - commn-
prouizs Cinany. way on the

| elechions, sludeia,
because selling the date ar 28

right of woiben o make all

decisions concerning  £heir
ferichly.
Hewever, we deckded to

sapport dne ALRA bali il 1
were wmodeced dnto Parla-

menr, ar it wowrld  be an
advange on “the 6T Acl
O the sesond  day, W

giresd ona drafr for the NAC
dectaration of abordon Dghss
which . "will. he  bath . &
declaration of the tights of
wirnen i relation 1o alartion
and  a  comprehensve pro-
gramme-of whal is Geeded 15
ke these righis a  replity
I was decided thal for MAC
po - purene s ilsa&lms 1wk
neceseary for il 1o take aocled

positiom agatigst the <its in the |

WHS, particularly whers by
directls affecr the pravision of
alsarion facilivies

I main debsle of  the
COLICTome Wik 0 aEr
day-core campaien. W wan!

day-cure aboriion unlts 1o he
sel wp, gl we are hoping 15
use this  campagEn e owan
suppirt in the laboor ane trade
wnion movement, These unils
would help make nhorticn a
free, aspie, emsily  available,
shosrl operaiion  inan - n-
paiient clinis.

W nlwo discussed NAC and
the trde
unipn confereises on ahormn
planoed  for  Ocrober,  Lhe
inplications of the soedn *a
woman's right 1o choose’, and
a piokecied MAC international
dav of actiom on alssrtion
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Huck, the . Depiety  Chief
Constable kas scated thl it was
nn unprovoked attack indicates
the sertousness ol the siouation,
The raponse of ihe black
camumanity  has been  spuick.
Bashan Dass. a member of the

Community Kefations Council, |

arracked  the police [or
taking - previous WETTANES
seriously, This  normally
‘mderate” figure said: “We
shall  now actively consider
formiing protection patrols Tor
the colopred commumcy, We
kinow ihe police have o hard
job, bt we are oot complelely
sarlafied ar the progecion tey
provide.”

The poalice are gqueslicding
ihres people in connection with
the atack. David Stevens, a
well-kpown  local  anti-rocue
militant ‘apd @ member of the
Antl-Racist Committee el

Socialivt CUhallenge: “In the
PrEVIONS WAVE of racisl attacks
n Wolverhamptan, Com-
neclrons  with the ki were
dempnstrated. There have been
peTsistent rumiowrs over the laxl
month and a hall which have
reached the Anti-Racist Coon-
mitiee. These relajed o the
allegation that knowm mcinbers
af the WF had heéen seen riding
arcvund with o gun ioa car, We
believe that it s colncidencs
that this event happened fwn
daye after the local elsclion
resulis BR° - which - racis
candidazes  Cared bacly. W
also beliewe that this deowen-
strates the towal faihere of the
police to tackle the question of
v violeace in Wolver-
humptodd.!

Anemergency meeting ol the
Anbi-Racst: Conmailhee - wWas
schecubed [or a1 night
The possibikity ol & lorther
demnnitration  Tor his weck-
srad . will be discogisd, Far
further details ring "Wolver-
hamphia, D5,

and in the East End

.and the
knives

AT 7.30pm on council election day lasi Thursday a
voung Bungladeshi, Alab Ali, was stabbed in the neck
in the Whitechapel Road district in the East End of

London.

He died in an ambulance on the way to hospital,

The local Asian commusniny
iz mn oo doubs that s was a
racist murder, and at 3
Mbatbong mesting of AsiEns
hebd on Sunday b wes decided
1o call For a demanstrotion 10
profest  apsinsd (he growing
pumber of racist atacks,

The police wpuld ool
confirm Lo Soclalis Chalkenge
that the amwack was racist, bui
the press liison officer
[ewman Street police siation
addecl; "We are not ruling o
any oplion:

ol so pop-comimim] ws
1he Instisute of Bace Relaticns.
Cnmmenting on-the death ol
Ali, the shooting in Wislver-
ltampean, and the murder of
anather 10-wear-old Asian in
Plistow, London om 21 April,
the Enstpue said:

“Wokal we are wilneising is an
increase in the frequensy and
seripwsness of ractal viodence,'

The- [astituie  added; “The

ncreased  severity of  These
racail - mitacks . pol &
coincidence.  Our  eseprches
showw that o owhen politiciarnis

and the press moont @ ricisl
campaign - for  their o own
politicel eods, it resuls direetly
wn increased aHacks oo black

P, =6
*Parmarst  Thamcher s pro-
pounzement  on  Seammping

ANTI-RACIST, ANTI-FASCIST .

Bax B3. 1B£ Upper Btraet, Leadom HI

our culture™. the Tory demanit
foar and end o ndl imunigration
has  worksd up o owgT race
hatred.”

The Institure also resterEied
it suppart  for black  self-
defence. They commented Lhat
refling Black people o cely on
“‘the normal forces of law and

arder’ wos ' prescription For

givride’
e Enst London, an Action
Commirtee  Apainat - Racial

Anacks has been Tormed and il
|& rhis hocy adsleh has called the

| demonsranon on Sunday, 14

May, ~ leaving 5 Mary's
Charslvard in Whitchapel
Raoad ar 11am.

Supporiang the demonsirn-
o 1s Socinlist Lnily, whose
candidates wonanaverage i7,7
pet cent of The Lacal elecsion
valeinne area wipere AlHab Al
wili murdered.

Sald Socials Unity: “We
vivdst beein a local campaign to
sweep the recisls off the sreels.
Claly be relylig o0 our o
grrengih widl we b whle 1o
defmin the [Rsciss,

e wipe dll those whi gawe
their suppor] in rthe. ¢lection
sapipalon to pive egual fuppoert
b Llve protess activilics that ore
Btz mouneed in the 2pming
daye.’

|I i
e

CO-ORDINATING COMMITTEE .=

T —

CONFERENCE 34 JUNE

THFECARE, RATIONAL and
Londen  Coordinglimg,  Lom-
milifees have decided 1o eall =
confereace where some of the
ismes Tacing the anti-racisl ond
fusciai  movemesil  can - be
discussed amd wherd: hiepefoll
pnited  demagrulic

nathonal  struciure for
mcremend can e bl
I von veould ke e send
delegates or  observers  Trom
saur s EAnisaiiem . comimi e
yroup  phease wrile  lu
AraHisers gy MEm i possible

| fisr details.

Election results

Biarmingharm

Saltlev: LP 2780, 2576; Con
240, L1174 Lk 390, 50 X4,
Lily 252, MF 228 OF [9e 15U
woil S 6 per cenl of the vale),

soho; 1221, Cow B4, 512
60, Lib 136, CF ol (51 wan
A7 per i)
| AN Seimasz LE [331. Con
466, Lib 115, 80 42 (5L won
1.1 per cenc)

Sporkliill: 1P 4, Con
[T7s 500 2, P L&Y%, ledep
115, Twd 63 {51 woil 4.6 per
ol

small Hesth: LE2E21, Con

G, Lk 363, 5017 1584 (501 wan
4.4 per ool

Dhuddlbestom: Lib 1430, Lah
Gr1. Coon 461, =L =G (5L won
2.7 pereenl).

Sparkhrook: Lab 260, Clen

03, CF 20, ST (5L won |

1.4 per cent)
London

Depiford: Lal (286, 1KY
1272 Con 421, 414, 376 NI
37, BLE2Hh, NE 237, 218, 205
CF 188, WHIT 113050 won B3
pet oentl.

Idingron Highview: LI 746, |

fd3 Com 572, 344, 5L, 10,
mE 48 Lib 46, WE 45, Lib 36
(Sl gwerpged 7.6 pol cenr).
Esdimzion Hillrlse: Lok B28,
Conl 343, Lab 519, s Con
b [ . I S S NF ad,
14 (SL7 mwergge 5.9 pr pEnll

Lstimgian  Tollingion: LI
I0ET, 1022, 9Re Con 435, 414
SR MF LMY, BL 50, NF23, 5L
35 (5L won A4 per ot

Spitediselds:  LI* w50, L=l
415: &1L 357, AWF 3:5 Sl
118, Con 163, Cihers 145, 125
WE 575U averaped 17.7 peT
cerl]

White Cliy: EIP E783, 1495,
1415:  Con 607, 2406, 326

WEHP |14, SU 8, 37, A00EU
won 3.0 per-cent)
Liverpool

mandhillss LP 1785, S0 281,

| Com 173, €F T, Libk 36 (53U
| weog 119 per oFi)

Grapby: LP 2110, Con BE‘J,

Liby 447, CF 103, S1 92, WRP

2, fdthers 23, (5L aberaged
o 5 per onisl

Frirfiekt: Tih 1484, oo

#34, LI T35, 5L 102 (50w
3.0 pet cent).
Manchaster

Hulme: LP* 1483, Lik 523,
Com 386, SL 139, CPS4, (80
w54 perasEni].

the |

thir |
| guplosion, Among

#4

-,-'.;-".-ﬁ ,

SCRAM —
— recalved & waming

Vo it

e o
&e‘; %
ihe Sootilsh Campaign 1o Aesisl the Atomlc Manace
letbar before 4,000 demonstralons

BEaltan

Bodinn Wesit: LE 171, Can
13, 81 5B ISU won 2.1 pri
cenil.

Eraeitond

Brugford: LP 1451, Con
[ES. S0 71 (S0 won A5 per
vl

Brekmer; L 25834, Cam

2439 S R3 (%0 won 1.6 per
(EUHIN]

Bradiord Yeers LF 2295,
Com 6T, S0 436, WF 154 (5L
wom .9 per centl,

Basingsioks

Basingsiolkee; 1P 920 e
Con G678, 438 Lib 154, 15281
131510 won 740 per conth

Swindon

sSwipdow TP 995, Con 056,
4 7, Lk &4 (Sccislisl
Albaiee: & A cantidats

supporied by the SWE and
5L

Sociallar, Unity and  Matiensl
Fropl vores
=L NF
Rirmidng ham
Saltley 274 18
Foenalap:
Deptiocd 130 218
— 205
217
et |0 1 e e 175 )
515 =
lalimerom:
Highview (N1 44
13 45
H:llnse 11D id
a7 3
ol g i 47 LUHD
gl 33
Beadbard:
Moo . i)
454 a4
Gocigliet Dimity  gmel Coanibi-
filst Parsy vores SL e
Mirmimghain:
Saliley ?71 1%
e Tie Th] | & 4
Sparkhill g 149
Sparkbrock oy -1
Lo
Pepriard b T4 TR 1.
Elanchosler:
Higlmz 139 BT
Liverpool:
| Snmclhills 2Rl >
Cioanlbdyy L R 1 K

ocoupiad the site 0f 8 propossd nuclear powWeT station in Tormess,

mvaar Edinbungh, on Sunday
The kattar, from the South

ot Seotkand Electricily Board, Sabd

that SCAAM would be lisble lof any -l:lln'hl?i:‘lﬂ thie skba. H did not

a8y who waald

o ohliged 1o accapl
thva domonstrelors were Scottish miners and

bilily For @ noclesar

groups frem France and Garmany.




APEX Conference :
Grunwick: more of the same is hopeless

THE APEX leaders think that the time Is almost ripe |
{0 finally kill off the Grunwick strike.
General Secretary, Roy Grantham, made this clear

whea he told the Union®

s annual confercace (o

Eastbourne lasi week thai unless ACAS recommends

in favour of onion recognition within four or five

weeks, then the sirike would have (o be called off.
JONATHAN SILBERMAN, who atiended the

conference, rEporis.

Grantham was summing up |
ofy the debate which had boen
|

carefully p:ﬂ::lmi by the
right-wing keadership from the
very gtart of conferemce.
Minister of Spon, Denmis
Howell, giving the Presidential
Address sef the scene

“Iit ia o pity”, he sald, “that so
often (e far left in polithes do

nod albow  these  gualities
{reason amnd good sensed 1o
asser] themeslves but wish 1o
pursue confrontation politics.”
“This approach does greml
damage to the mowement. The
vorce of reason in o camly

drowned by ihe chaniing of |

mass produced slogans. And
the almost inéviable vinlence

‘We’ll stick it out
to the end’

TESSA VAN GELD-
EREM, recenily imier- |
vigEwed KAMLESH |
GANDHI, a member of
the Grunwick sirike
committee, (o discuss
how he sees (the Tuiure of
the sirike.

I'm  afrasd thal Chere
noching ellective thad we can
do any more.  we coll @ mass
picket we have to be certas
that we can get the nimbers
Wedon't want a repetition of T
Movember, when very  few
people turned up

APEX gnd the TUC won'L
wuppart the resumption of the
mats picker, so lots of Hads
delegatiom b
reluclant o suppart . H, |

Wecoold lobly the TUIC but |

Tallatil (g B

what™s the poinmt? Look af the |
LIFGIREN [heirs a4 RN |
case: the TUC had & polica
apposing the 10 peroenl wage
limit, and (hey dide' get any '
sapparl. S50 whai  chance
wonld we @il whem we are
asking for = much mose?

[T

SYMPATHETIC

&4 for sympotnetic indis- |
trial acikon, well, officeally, we |
come up agamsl-a brick wall,
We've had meetings with other
unics, We losr the voie with
the glectricity workers at the
cad of lass vear, The Generzl
and Municipal Workers Unkon
i obviogsly ool going @
support us.

UnniTiceally, thers's only the
Postal Workers” Unione Hul

| Charnerd,

now the mail has been diverred
and i dossn’t go through
Cricklewood any more. [ goes
throuagh four other  depois,
where we've gol nd CORTacs,
and there wre even BNF
members in Uhem.

Lot of peaplethink that o
struggle 1s all over, that we've
tricd  everyihing - mnad - there®s
nothing newe we can  dao
We've (w0 ams  for  the
conlerence. Firstly, we wani 1o
ihank the movemeni for its
ST

LESSONS

And we alsd want to Jaraw
the lessons from the Grunwick
dispate. Thiz 15 very impem
iZ. There are & oumber ol
dispuites |fee Dl — Such RS
Sandersons  and
cthera. 1w lose ai Grumaick
then we are going Lo kosc all
Lhese dispuies

The rdsl irpdirtant lessot &
o rely o our own srepgth

and 0l 19 g0 through Eegal |

channels, We still have 1o ook
for support from the labour
TRV

We will stick it oud uniil cthe
end. We nre commilled 1o the
imovernend and 1o oar poople

which such cocasions produce
pof only stoke the fres of
pxiremiism ot drives away
misderate people, ...

“This Union, above all otbers,
| hns couse e andesszand thess
| truths, =4 we have eten ot

Grunwick. Here 8 dispute with

the mos hooourable motiva-

tion  has beem savaged and
wzrnished first, by those who
refiussd to accept the disciplines
and the collective wisdom af
the elected leadership of this
Linsomn..."

DEBATE

The debate on Grunwick was
imtroduced by  the Union's
Vice-President, Les Smith. He
justified the saspensions of the

on srike. We can't just give |

| up. Many people have found it

difficult to find other pobs
oo they say thal they are
froan Grunwick.

If eveniually we do have o
loak for ather jobs, the strike
pameniiies will be L bas 0
e The man tepg 0ow 15 10
pet delepates 1o the conference
on 14 Max,

officers of the Stnoke Coounll-
tee for the hunger strike oulside
the TUC which, be described,
a5 'wholly counter-produoctive”.

He defended the TUC's
Fadlure Lo lead a campaipn for
cuillng off services. He said
thar 1o gitempt 10 do 80 was
both ‘impractical and illzgal’.
The TLIC had mever cormmitbed
aun illegal act in the L, he
wxidd, and it would e iBcerrect
10 cOfmiL o5 0w,

Strike  Committee  Chair,
Kamlesh Gandhi replied o
Howell and Co. *IU's BOL &
question of the sirikers not
apcepiing the discipline and
collective widsom of the union

leadiers” Ive zabd, “It's & question |

ol the leaders not supporting
the aotions of the strikersl’

ASTMS Conference

THE WHITE-COLLAR unioa ASTMS holds ks
annual conference this weekend. I1 seems set Lo sdopt

a Far-reaching position on raclst activity in the unlon,
and to re-affirm iis oppositon to the Government's |

eronomic siratepy. An ASTMS delegate repons.

CPSA Cunlerent_:e w_hat GO_I.II:ItS
is the fighting policies

‘THE fact of the matier s that the majority of the
MNational Executive Commitiee moderaices are Labour
Perty members, socialists and social democraiz. And
they do not believe in using the nnion as 8 political

forum”.

S0 says Daylight, the paper of the moderate block in
the Civil and Public Service Associafion. RICH
PALSER reports from Brighton on Monday, the first
day of the CPSA naticasl conference.

S0 concerned is the moderale
block 1o keep politics oul of the
unlen that according boa leaflet
distributed by the ledi at the
cooference,  the  emplovers”
organisation Truemad has speot
£10,000  on  moderate  kate
Losinska’s campaipn for the
nressdaisy .

The l=ailer, jodocly published
by elecied commitiess: of the
Broad Lefi and -Redder Tope |

RIOUPE, HALCE

— thia money wis apeat for
leaflets, meetings, POSIEEE
cosds, and bussing members (o
branch anmual  general mest-
ings

that  Trucmid
fimanoes Diaylighi

MODERATES

If poy of these accusatwons

1oty

| ore frie — and ey are based
| on decwmented . evidence —
they show |uat whar som of

ditics the moderntes want 1
f:'ﬂ:- oir of the union,

B eplying ro these secusaiions
the moderetes  admis  that
Troemid has ™ given financial
assistunce,  particularly 1o
produce Daylighi. [@ is money
they say is belng ‘progressively
repaid”. Repayment may lake
wwme - time, - however, i the
maderares continee to lavish
rezources  like they have in
giaffing & permanent office at
the conference al The Cd Ship
Hatel,

FINANCES

But finanoes are not enowgh,
In the presidential electon at
conference, ‘moderate’ Kate
Losinskas polled only 66,420

| Wb

vores, wilh independent Ken
Lever geiling in with 103,622

Peter Columan, the Broad
Lot candidaie, radpived 37,055
after ke Mililaol
suppariers of the Hroad Left
supperied Ken Léver. It seems
muore than Biely thet the Broad
Laft will win & majarity on the
MEC  bud  whar  counts
whether or mot they  really
campaign for fighting policies
in the wnion.

Thar will be decided later in
the eonferenve when delegaces
will be voting on motlons o
oppose all mcomes policy and
censure  the  executive for

|- supporting the 12-month rule.

Oithers call For af fliation o the
ANL, for a campaign fos Tree

L stnie  pUCSEryY  provision

support for - the Infernational
Tritbunal on Britain's Presénce
in lreland.

‘ Kamlash Gandhi spoaking In the Grunwick dabate a1 APEX conference. Dennis Howall in the chair.

Jef?’ reputatation

gl

Conference was nol  forally
convinced by the leadership's
pusition. 1f gave newly elected
EC membes, David Winnick,
big applause when be said that
the road of ‘excessive reliance
cn fegal form and procedure
has meant failure by the EC 1o

mcshilise the ol sireppth of the
unign and the tra upion
movement at large”.
SENTIMENT

Bl this sentimeni wad o
expressed in voees, Conference
overwhelmingly supported the
section of the Execative reporl

dealing with Grunwick =sd |

voted out the critical resolu-
vis,

Dwelegates could se¢ oo

to

ASTMS is the fastest growing
umion  in Britain,
expanded from a membership
of 70000 at ity (ormation
1968, o juat under i, 000,

Tt abeo has & 'lefi’ reputetion
o maintdin. Under Clive
Fenkins®  leadership, it has
congistently opposed the poli-
cles of the Labour Government
and the collaboration of the
TULC.

Yet the conference
dioes mot allow Toc eal debate
on where the
‘convimcing the hrosd move-
ment” has gob the wndon, Mor
will there be much opportanity
lor socialiiis 10 put forward a
red] . albermative . (o haild
co-ordinated action.

MAJOR

Om mcat of the major Lages,
the  mesolutions  selecred  foe
debpte are limbied o pe-itermt-
iJ'L-a; eniuing policy, such as
urging the national execulive
‘ro use all s rescurces o
convinees the Government”.

Similarly in the major debate
on recism, e discuasion is
Hmited [0 & singhe composite
malion (o which there are noe

amendmenis, Resofutions call- |

ing for &n gnd to immigragion
conleads, the  repenl of the
Puble Order  Act, and
alflllation to the Anti Mo
Leapoe have been excluded,

¢ only additions o the
policy ndopeed last year are
Proposils o enoourags Pariics-
raton of mincrites in union

havlag |

strategy - of |

aligrmilive in pracisce, Owver The
last sz months the Strike
Commmities  has — generally
endorsed  the  Execubive's
oijective of winning the strike
through ACAS. The APEX
leaders were able to nse s w0
their advantage.

The conference  decisions
engure thot continuation of this
girpiegy  for  the Orunwick
strike is oow demonstrabdy
hopeless.

Unless the Strike Committes
Iz prepared 1o rebuild the mass
picketing aguinsd (ke wishes of
ibe APEX besders, then [he
| sirike by doomed. Thls 5 the
| diffcull choboe facing

Saturday’s conference

keep

| alffairs, and & stromgly worded
gtarement thot ‘racialist expres-
glons by @any member B
incompatible with memberablp
of the associaton’,

While fascist activity within
the unions shoubd be opposad,
this lormukailon miggests that
racist jdeas in the noion can be
fought by bursauncratically
excloding them.
| Theteosiops that exisi m the
i umios will most likely emergein
| e debares on the Tule book, on
which many proposals seeit To
b REECIMPAS €0 OulAnOTINTE
the growing right wing in the
v, g

Through Red Collar, the first
steps towards an organised left
wing in ASTMS have been
taken, Hed Collar can nveid the
same Fale a3 previous rank aod
file journals in the naem by
becoming @&  wehicle  for
developing amn a.nalg‘ala of the

nature of ASTMS and its
particular  brand  of lefE
fendership.
EXTENSION

It moast elsp  fght For &

thorough-going  extension of
ank and file control of the
uniom,
Fomd Codlar Mo 2 is now oul gnd
grailable from EOA Beols, 3
Cowley Hd, Oxford — price
| t"-.r |m.ﬂ Bt
n}rru:m include mn Awnti
Ml Leagme public mesting on
&ar 13 May and p Red Codlar
mecting on Seadey 14 May.
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W. Yorkshire

Trgnsporting

PLATFORM was form-
ed in September 1976 as
m pressure group in the
Transport Union 1o belp
unite  busworkers  in
West Yorkshire around
specific issnes.

Aq first, theee was talk [hai
we were proposing an altern-
ative -and o theeat o the
exisling wmion steaciape, B
the local TOWL now  undes-
wands our roble within Lhe
apion & 8 Progressive
influence oo s policy and day-
to-doy decisions

Ome ol our besl kKnown
pctivithey is the production of |
our momhly magarine Metro
Phatlorm. At first, we ook up
ihe ismumes ol bus - duls,
improving trade union demo-
cracy with rapk and  file
control, health and safety, and
general conditions and wages
of bavworkers

Sinee  them, the Lopds
Platiorm — [(oaidsd and
procluced by & group ol
interested busworkers — i
expanded into  Metre Fla-
form. [ mow invobees workers
in  Bradford, Falifax, and
Huddersfigld us well as Lesds.

JOINT STEWARDS

We pre  [ueed with &
Hietro-wide manapement, s 10
addition o a metro-wide
Pieiform, we arg fighting for 8
mistro-wide TGWL joiat ahop
stewards commiliee.

The mosl consiEient  (ssue
we have compaigmed aroand
has been bus  cuis,  Some
peibacks have occwrred. For
example, lost year the Brad-
ford prea struck, bol was oot
supporied by Leeds.

Mpw  the  chickens are

coming home to roost, Leods B

{meed with mapor cuts of 6§’

aw. And omoo again, the becd
i clear for an efféciive (oA
shop  slewards  commabies.

Thraugh our acimily, we
hewe Been pbie 1o develop close
working  relations - with  the
West  Yojkshire Passenger
Transpar group a-potdic
rAnspOfLs. - UseTE - group  wh
have consistentily opposed Lhe
SihL]

TRAVELLERS

Pluiform belicves thal lare
rises loie passengers, which in
furn boses revenue. And se, @
vicious spiral of culs is s up.
Because of this, Plelorm has
willingly provided speakers 1o
suppeort, and seek support, for
various inittatives throughou
the Communily Associntiodg
and labowr mosenent

The ‘way tremsporl 95
orgonised 1 chaodic. That's
why we allilinfed 1o Trmspon
s local branch. We are
absoluicly  dgminal  Sections
ligm, There arg . separale
lohbies Tor ke Bailworkers
Uniom and the Transpadt
Eininn. Our policy is clear. We
support inicgrated Lransport,
That mecars a fzht for g whole
cake of sufficient e — nod
Just our owe slicg.

The growp meers monthly Lo
cosprthingie thess policies, ©
produce our paper, and o
press for the imiplementation
of ‘our podicies in the union
ROD DAVEY, sccretary of the
Metra Platforin
LEEDS busworkers  woled
unamimously on Sunday o
conlimee iheir sirike ogaine
pew  schedubes which woukd
brimg Irnmsport Cits.

Apd  on  Monday, bus-
workers in the other (hree areas
of Wesl Yorkshire joined ihe
sirike 10 solidarity wiih Leeds,

B L > iy = =1
London: 18m bus

miles go
ON 26 April the ﬂnll
stage of London Trams-
port's ‘reorganisation’ of |
buses took place. Despite
cinims by management
that il would provide n
more reliable service, it
represents 8 cul im the |
target for Loisl bus miles
from 211 million to 193
million, MARTIN
EADY reports.

The next stage of reorganis-
tion due 1o he Enlrodueced in
Chetober. will reduce the secvice
everi farther, 1 response 13
this, and pressure from - the
Campaign o Improve London
Transport, the official leader-
ship was Torced to call a series
of ‘1 our stoppages, Thess
have oW been suspended whilke
‘talks® take plaos,

UNDERGROUND

Meamwhile, lares are el 1o
increase agais io June, and o
plan  for  cats o the
urderground i3 10 APgedr Soon-

1t &5 in the light of all thds that
the Campaign o lmprove
London Transporl 5 o7gaois-
ing = lobby of the GLE oo
Tuesday 16May from S6pom as
the Firgt siep in rewersing the
culs, safeguarding jobs, am
rediscing Fases. The wims of the
Iobiby are to gain poblbcily and
begin 1o mobilise woskers and
passengers in defence of then

iransporl services.
The next slepd muas

be o]

ghow  how  workers  and
passengers by thelr own activity
can take control of fare and
service levels, and o dewelop &
workers® and passengers” plan
for London Transport. Such B
plan would: be -a powerful
WEBpON [0 counierpoae o the
Tories' plan 1o make LT pay its
oW way, somethlng that is

| complerely incompatible with

an pdequate (FANSMOTT sETvive.

| ROUTE 256

The campaign of Wallham
Forest Trades Council agalnst
withdrawal of route 256 (5 6n
eacellent example o follow,
involviog 8 massive leatfletbing
campaign in  factories sl
reswdential areas served by the
route,

Socialist.  Challenge  sup-
porters are urged to oebilise
far the fobby, and for the next
meetkg  of  the  campaigi,

which iz on Tuesday 24 May al
1, 30pmin Unbiy Houwse. Buston
Raoad.
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CARIM

FF journaiists lock out by Thomsan feglo
algo part of Thamsan — hawa jusiannounded thal a

fime if they don't agres 1o knuckis under.

Newspaper

nal pewspapers. The Timas and Sunday Times —
Il thalr workars will be kocked aul in two monihs’

lockouts

1,400 journalists
ready to strike

AN ALL-OUT battle is looming between the National |

Unlon of Joumalists and Thomson regionsl
newspapers — one of the largest provincial press
chains, GEOFFREY SHERIDAN reporis.

The WUI  leadership. will
decice at the end of this week
whether 1o call out all {200
josrnaliss - in the  Thomson
regioital group on indefimite
strike.

& third of the jowrnalisls
have alreacly elther been locked
out for imposing sanclions or
gre taking solidarity  strike
action.

The digpute, which began on
the Evening Posi-Echo, in
Hemel Hempsiead, promises L
bring to bring the biggest strike
i the ™MUI's history — In
pesponse Lo Thomson's wilenapt
to inflice & defent oo the
journalists in order to pave the

Classroom

FI¥E HUNDRED  people
attemded  the  Politics  of
Fdwcniicn conferemce held by
the Sovialist Teachers” Alllwnee
ot the end of lect month, repEerd
Fas POLLOCK and CLARA
MULHERN for the STA
Eduseailon Working  Party.

The themes o the conf-
prence wore ofpanised o the
guestions. of Education . and
Soclal Demaczacs;, and on
lokusrry, the  State  and
Eehacatio,

Platform  speakers,  who
included  Raymond  Willianes,
Simon  Frith o and - John
Holloway, presented - iheir
papers for poperal discussion,
anid Ahis wes: Tollowed by
warkshops. on  mass spealic
Lopics,

PROGRESSIVE

The | w2y
conlerence,  which  atracted
iEachers - from  every seclor,
shepwind @ willingness (o wors
auk & eoncerted Tespanss o U
educazion crism.

Heside: membess of ab-
lshed  lefl proups 5TA,
Rark amd Fille, CF. Radiczl
Fducation, Teazhers Action,
and Teaching Londpn Kids
she conlerence was attendsd by
prognsaive feachens from the
libertarian rradition, many ol

sjre. ol . the 3

way  for jobesaving e
rechnnlogy
Three weeks  ago.  T7

josirnalizis on the Echo. wers
sacked for taking action to
improve on o L7 B owesk
narional pay settlement, They
refizsed 1o nocepd & loss of jots
as the price for & prodociivity
deal

CONFETTI

W hen journalisis throughout
the Thomaon regional groap
took  sodiderity  action  in
support. of  the  Hemsl
jourisalists, dismiszal notices
were hanidad out like confettic

-

BETTY HUNTER =paaking at
ihia 5TA conlemmes

whom  had  no  previous
experienge of e politically
qerpa i s el

The conferemas's size and
tse  diversils of  cacienis
PrEseTs L R 6 [ FE] T ||
diflienlties. There was feietian
aver. Lhe  gquestionn of ihe
prednisation and theemphases
pE the  confesemss | iteech

The debate zbout structornd
ratsed some valaabie poios —
soraily arouid the operatkon
af Eewism — busowas often
confwsed. This poevented
minny coniffbucors from direc

As the MUJ chapel on the
Western Mail pnd South Wales
Eche b Cardiff pat itz "We
worked Lo mule by refusing to g
put af our way Lo heip our

masagzment-
‘miormally we doo this by
working wopaid  overiime,

missing  meal breaks, ond
working on mere than one job
ar &  time” danapement
resportded with o lockout,

I Cardift and Rending, the
journalisss - have produced 2
repular paper to reporl their
owny stropgle  topether  with
other  Gocal  and  Infhour
povement news, The Cardit]
poper hag so far mwade o prodit
of LHH

The printing facilities are
belog  provided by the
Trasgport Lnlon, which has
rold its mentbers mol [0 cross

po_Iiiics

ping themeelves 10 1he politieal

themes of Lhg conferance.
Despite st tensivng, the

iieed o take advantage of the

ETA's  iniliarive was, BCk

powledged o the warkshops.
Pt clevidizd 1o Poom chemn
salves inbe prowps witch will
el

- copsider areas Bike:

Howewver,
princaorkers inthe BNGA and
SCHIAT have been sobd toscab
by Lheir umions.

the picket line.

PROTRACTED

The battle could well be
prafracied,  Thumson, which
{5t year made a profit of ower
fm in s reglonal  papers
alone, can susrain s plaa Lo
wepken the joaenalists through
i1s assets in Mopth Sea Ol 1Y,
nod package hobidays.

=annther of the newspaper
boronies: o take oo s
joirnalists is the Westotnser
Press group, where journalisis
in Acion.  Menden, and
warford have been forced fo
strike in orler Lo zain full back
[ G naticial settlemnent,

schod and wark: curriculam;
and standards and pisessmicnl
Thi= will aid the 5TA in
develaping . fulere . caopaigns
am  key  educatiosal o 1ssues.

A newsleier Asscssing the
conlerence and reporting e
propacals’ . made by the
workshops, s o be circulated
shorthy o dhoss whi attended,
tp help  ensere thal  he
chithusiasnt penerased ar the
conferaios 5 nol dissipated:

Speke — slim chance lelt

AT A mass meeting in
Liverpool non Saturday
workers [from  British
Leyland Speke plant
voled by 8 ©we 1o ooe
majority againsi s resolo-
tion from their shop
glewards to reject the

company's  lalest  pay
offer, reports  JACK
BEAUMONT.

Ihis decision  reppssents A
iajor blow, nor just m the
shop stewards and the Leviand
combine © committes  who
backed them, ot o the whalbs
of the lakdir movement on
hlereevatide.

AL deast 3000 los obs will
neva b added ta the dole gheue
i an arca in whicli there i513
pet - gont unemployment
sliective plaswre of rhe plad

The |

Gt . oenly.  demoraliss”  a
workforce which was plready
wepk thraugh 1sp vemr's loog
drawn oul management goo-
vaked siriie,

Keaponsibilice  for - thia
serbons debes) rests with shog
srewards and fommine cormitil-
poe lesders whe nifensd mo beal
lencharship unril ir was oo kate

Eoven ai Saimarddy’s meeting
charaersan of e combine
commines  Deeck  Reainsan
was elillguoning with npproval
the muek vaunmed ‘plan” ol
Lewkand bzt hdichael
Edwnrdes, Yer iroas this vers
plan which iizfred thal Speke
e s,

iy e fact thar one Lhizd
of rhe waikers ac rhe mass
meeting wlTe  oppessd IO
closire shoas there issull aslim
hope Ll to save the jobs,

Photo: LIZ HEROM




Socialist Challenge

International Socialist Alliance

Socialist Chal
Paper of Socialist Uni

WITH the Socialist Challenge conference just three
weeks away, we gre priniing 8 contribuotion o the
debale around the paper submiilted by RICHARD
KIREWOOD, on behall of the steering commities of
the International Socinlisi Alliance.

This article is a shortened version of a paper which,
glong with others, will be available fo Socialist
Challenge sopporiers when lhey apply for their
conference credentinls, We invite all readers 1o pui
their pen (o paper (o respoad (o (he points of debale
rafsed by the ISA comrades or 1o open up new areas of

debpie you think should be covered by the
coalersnce.,

The main wiy & revolufao purselves to workers. This
Ay pApErTs  AEcptAs. can be  dossn™t o mean  “workerism®,

mecasured o5 how well 1 can be
used by muililanis 1O imlervens
in the ciass mruggie. Does [
middress fisell w0 the crocial
prohiems facing milifamis, and

wurrendertg 1o the prejudnes
ol grimips of workers. Bul o
cafle for 8 wolng sivle and
lanpuage widch i& acoessible 1o
people of Lole or ao formal

1o the —audience they .are edecation, many who may be
addressing? If is this concern “advanced” im polilicn] or irade
whath  holds . back mos - umion termes

tporendialy  affileies of the It alsp mepns thal isswees

Interparional Socialiss Allianc:
from commiting themselves (o
sovinliat {hallenge .

phould be rmised (et retate 1o
the lives of workers:, to wha
workers, as workers, cam do
about lreland, for instance
Complex or theoretical issoes
choubdn't  be  avoided bt
acafde=mic  jargon  thal oflen
pieet adony with theny mugl e

Many of our aricles mus
also be within the reach of
elightly’ besitant readers: with

AUDIENCE

The beart of the gueestisn s
whio the paper’s asdicnce (s
The main readership of the
revofLlionary press 2 among
the “vangusrd', Bar what is

this *vamguard”, or, ms we often  whom th dvanced laver of

sy, this “pdvanced layer of workers will want 10 s
~ WK Class mirams ' ¢ A paper ' e =

This concept contams  Lwn Oin  feminist  rooes, !"nr

clements, Firsl il gives a clas
idemiification, We ure inleres
ted mhove all o &ddressing

=xample, workerism a1 hexi
recduces them 1o 4 lesde union
level. Cither socialsts wrile - on

‘We're comin’ to th
Socialist Challenge
Conference

I would ke to attend the annoal confersnce of

Soviglist Challenge and enclose £l

registration fee.

supporbers

Pleaze fill in and send o Sccialist Challenge
Conference, PO Box, 5, London NIZPX,

ferninsm interms which appeal
only o thoss wi le=as parcily
convinosd, The task is 1o ke
{feminiss b=t o militant,
socinlint workers unconvinced
of their rélevance.

Tlas ciass ordentathon oes-
n't igmove the problems and
concerms - of other - groups.
Articles on student issues or on
debates in the intebligentsin can
be writlen so Lthal workers Gan
rewd them easly.

The delimion  of ‘the
vaunpeuasd i polltkcal ln-a very
specille sense, It doesn'] refer
tn the programmee endorsed by
these  mifitanis, bot o the
activity they underiake. Con
cern with  programne - must
focuy on the comsequenoss Tor
wetivity in  specilied  and
concrere siluations,

This doesn'1 mean i,j'fl]l:lrif!g
maras  fupdamentals.  An
imiporiant result of the twin
dominange of stalinism  and
sockal  democracy  was  the
exciusiom  from  the  Basc
palilict] development of many
advanced workers of kbess that
arg basic End  appenr second
namare o many  revslotion-
arics. Oar paper will nesd (o
nrgue for thesie, nol fake [hem
fior granted.

EXPANDING

The ‘vanpuard’ is always
expind g info mew wecERons,
AmEnEst nER Fedphewlio dont
have the political experience,
knowledge, or ideas of an
‘older” political generation. A
paper mus continaaliy repeai
basic palitics, al both the
aradytical  and  inlervenlion
leved Far these newcomers. Aol
il mmust have the sensitivily o
wetlify  mew  Z2odiences, 10k
alrenpths, i needs, and sa oo

How dops Sociakist Chal-
lempge mensure up. to thess
criterin? Alas, nol very well, In
siyle and content, it addresses
iisell to o vanguard definad in
far marrower  pobilicoossdeo:
topical perms. The peoblem
ariaes from the eendency of the
IMG 10 eguate politics with
ideas and programme rather
than with'merivity

lelens and  programme  are
relevant, but they are miod And
cannal bg the main {ouch-
shone. Thas egquation leads (o
farmalistle, intelleciualizsed
and ultimacely sobetnarionisc
pragtice. lothis case, it leads to

major . faolHs  in Soclalis
Chullenge.

Muore  seriouns  than  the
paper's  long  articles,  few

pictures and timeflectunl” kins
15 168 Fatlure to gel the siarce of
ike  priantigs - righl.

MISSING

A concern for the issiees and
profolems - being generated
within the chiass is missng. One
positive (eatore of - Sociablis
Worker remain: thiz sensiti-
Wby,

f  course pari of thi
griticism 1% due o g dillerent
conceplion of how & poo-
praoume. @ poliiscal oricoba-
Lian, & conceprion of tranai-
iwnal politkes for today ks 1o be
created, For us the living
experience of -workers i of
cracial impoTtance and st
pnliche the paper,

A paper musl lexrn from
respbers whes mav mol e very
politically - sophisticated. This
1% esseatial if we are 1o develop
a  lwing  relationship  with
readers amd thus creaoe a Pper
with real apd deep roots in the
working class

[hilz has implbcarions for the
balance of the paper as well as
itz svle. It means more shorier
urticies. Tt means. that more of
the 'theory” has oo he wrilden
simply. Bul above all it mezns
that there musl be a conscions
effon 0 make &t least half,
and wsnafly mare, of the paper
directly related 1o the bsues in
day-to-day - srruggies  or im-
mediate politien] concerns of
theworking class.

These  comcermy  will g
always be ‘industrial®. They
may  be  “communly’ ot
“senieal' politics, or nadional
political evenis, They may be
chmpaigning Bsuss. But they
will be “popmlar’ and written
in & popular way,

SHIFT

This st of orientation will
nis emeTee avernight, Many of
the people who can Teed in the
maierinl @re nol al preseol
invalved with the paper. Bt
many are-on ds perpheny. And
nany will come in to witing,
readeng. selling, Af they see a
alift iy orieotation, Such s
change reqguires that SC leans
oveT backwards o bring- new
Inwers in,

Floally, the political control
of “the  paper is n  majar
stumbling-hlock in widening
ifls base. The change from a
pursly IMC paper 10 4 more
open o 15 nol el & realily.
To make it o meEnE oo
a@pin leaning ower backwards,
It means  concretely, and
clearly  pbandoning A
political comtral,

Whether this mesns the TMEG
FIVIDE Up it% majority on an
ediborial board is bess Tmpor-
tanl than a clear declaration o6
the political prisciples. [F e
IO aecepis, as “Oar O
mon Cround' sogpests, that
maar of the disagresments with
Big Flame, TSA, and ocher
revolurkomary  Broups are on

seopqdary  maters  — MM
questions of principis — then
it follows that many of the
derailed positions that the IMG
addopds an this oor thal guestion
are mivl the only resolilonary
TIres.

A opet revolulioBary
paper might well therefore
avohd putting these particalar
positions inite peneral articles.
On mast major issnes there is
more  agreement  thano dis
agreement an Lhe rewoelution-
ary lelt: The pasiteons of the
IMG, 3 proposals . for
campaigis and so on, would be
pul - i separate artcles,

Thi= practice wondd, at firse,
probatly bluni the politcal

cdge of the papee, Bur if, ag we
all hope, ihe development of
joint work in other apsas leads
te greacer clarity about areas
of political agreement o7 even
b some pofitical comvergenos,
then we oould help 1o develop o

campapning  edge L these
arcas and politeal debares in
others.

In the end the aim must b to
make Soclalisi Challomge the
paper of Socielist Loty —
whitever ‘lorm or mamne that
grouping  evenbially  lakes,
Thia  would belp make the
paper  less  ‘seciarian® - oand
would be crucial o mrming
Sqcinlist  Challenge into @
wider popular papeT.

T B R R T
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A DAY OF ACTION, omgenised by the Aabrey. Besry, Campbell
Defence Campaign and the Prave Rews) Levetier Deferece Camipugge.
ASEFVBLE, € omwr of Bendkabl Ave and Whittingdon Rd. 12 30pm
TRANSPOIET: Conches from Londun wml BT exchinge syseem.
Cumtact Cempaign niflce for coocbes from other towns
ACTOIMMODATION: Limdred. FrirZs nights pear LhicBienhanm,
Comtact ¢l

el e ribara iy the h.l.-ir-IL" C

st lois 1P y (EWIH, (he

Il af 1he secred and ilegal SHANT decironic esveadoppeag nétys ko ol B
in m Tormer SECINT afleces, and dabrey, Berry amd Comphel face up o 14 yean b

priwi fra provastipueoy SHGINT selivicies,

CAELTENHAM May 17 rE&MAPORT BFOKING FORM
| wish po dreval on the cosches leoi Lasdom [ Fers 10405
Miine
W

Addrry

Fhras
[ wall e bariisgliesg fn [ evacdnss dkpsail of L1 pav pamon,
L H# e eTvran rﬂ.h _r!ulihll
LHr exchsaps echems -
Cosiplene ihis skle If voo nead = B Complecs thie side il you can ol & U
Nuiie M i
Audid s Addrem
Phoms Phiiire
1 weealad Wik 1o Talng — Trismcs

Thivt o #enmm gpane srid will be
lanrtag

wi il ]

ABC DEFENCE CAMPAKGN, 15, Tames Stroed, WCI. Tel: B35 411,
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40,000 voles.

leadership of Britain’s
On these pages,

Lefi.

militanls must

present

JOHN GRAHAM
Engineering Union shop steward in Birmingham —
examines the reasons for this disastrous defeal, and
GEOFFREY SHERIDAN questions Bob Wright on
the implications and the performance of the Broad

The right wing is now firmly entremched in the

union.
an

second largest

The editorial on page 2 argues thal engineering
waste no time shedding

A decade ago, militants celebrated what they saw
as the end of the era of the arch right-wingers Deakin
and Carron that came with the election of Jones and
Scanlon. Bul the ‘terrible twins' were to join with the
Labour Government

fears.

in slashing living

standards 1o an extent unprecedented since the *Ms.
It is this class eollaboration of the ‘lefts’ which
underlines the need for Socialist Challenge's trade
union conference to be held in Birmingham on 1 July.
The conference is not designed to establish a new
body in opposition to other organisations of the left,

The Economist bluntly headlined its report om the | such
AUEW's presidential election; ‘The engineers’ mew
Scanlon is a right-wing Duffy.’

The pun on his name is not an oversight., Terry
Duffy was the phantom candidate who last week beat
Bob Wright, the Broad Left’s candidate, by over

Wihat are (he immediate cifecs of
Dufiy's. and the other righi-wing
whopnrbes?

The immediae effect  i8, the
ascendansy within the unkon of nght
wing thinking and politics. Ther
influence will e felt in the TLIC, the
Labaar Pirly — one eould specilate
o i st ol possibilities

Jahn Bowvd will bea wery clever
frestrusseil i manipulating tear. He's
the power thar will be behind the
theomne,

Bowvd is very expereiocd, with vears
of knowkedee of the union and the
movement, He ' knows how  io
organise the owaching, He's the i
with the poaver who will consclidats
the righlowing mioves:

Dwffy has soid e is In favouer of
amalgumuiien with the Elecirician:
Union sod wouwld ke o greatly
redace the auimber of ebeciion in Lhe
ALEW, Whai impuci wonld such an
mkalpamation have!

The roor of our unbeat slemg from
die beanch ond she disuricl, Every
disarice has o disteact gommirtes ol
rank ond Sle activiscs, and thes have
guite clear prevopatives and powdrs
Whether thls sizuciire is perlociion
when  wou're dealing  with. largs
mitivrial garm panies s arguable. and
ti g ssed ws an argument for the
dtminishing effectivéiess of disrricls

Burwhat row've gol todeis build on
ene diserices. T17e & vere clear conender-

am COONS0M [Soclalist Challenge]

rilcy
e EETFL's- sirucnare- 5as been

‘Al pholos ol Bob Wright
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Bob Wright interview_
‘You personalise

| cengralised, All officers have Deen

kalance 1o aotocracy and bureaac- |

appointed, The executive 35 clacted,
Thew have The poraer of appointmend.
ey denl with appeals agains: Theic
own judgements. We have uo firal
appeal courl of elected ranks &nd
filers.

Al these counrerbalances are in
jecpandy fromm whal we kmow as the
trend of discossiens with the ERE TP

What are the main [actors thol lie
hehina the right wing's sacces?

Their machine, the press, and
grganisation:s such as Troemid; a
mass ol invedtive licerature Lhac’s
circulated sde the wnion, lnanced
from doubilul sources these are
major faclors  ond owill - have &
rrannatie effect on the thinkine of the
meribers.

Crgple this wirh the right swing; the
emergeios-of the WE, and organis-
tions like WAFF and Trucimid, We
wipderestimare them ai our  peril
Flreyte wor  well-paid- oTEsmises
bekind them, I the lection had becn
largels -armivise members, 1 owould
havewatked i1,

Huw effective las the Aroad Lef
beenin the last couple of vears?

Moomore and po less effeciive than
il elemerts of (he Hroad Lell
movements . — and  thai  doesn®l
imctwide all the et by any omaans, The
lefl tend 12 bz divisive Ao
themsclves. 1 dan's think certan befr
proups cha arenck me in the lise ballos
i U swddendy suy, as the lesser of
pao evils, sepport him in the second,

It'sseen ac nonsense, Jdocsn 't have

as the Broad Left and Rank and File, but to
provide a forum where militanis can exchange
experiences.

Discussion will centre on how to fight for a united
democratic organisation in the unions to struggle
against the right wing for socialist policies in the
interests of workers and for a leadership prepared to
carry these out.

Copies of a four-page perspective, already
published in Socialist Challenge, are still availahle.

If yvou are interested in attending the conference,
[ill in this form and mail it to: SC Trade Union
Conference, PO Box 50, London N1.
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things, we don’t’

any impact at all.

P itdempied 1o bring alsut what 1
cail i left unbiy moverrenl i che union
heciuse of the challenges- ansd The
neliel | lsawe tha it ae dan't she right
wing will come pogellier and mdsacre
the $efr, Mow they've crucked 10 Al
atienal lesel, ther'll move buio the
localities.

We wonld argne that ihe Broad Lefi
Tl b been active in sappon of such
airugebes me there have been ngains
the Sovial Cedlract  or  oclively
campaigning against the plicies. Do
yoi think there ave been wedkaesses
in the Browd Left?

[ bisn's mgree with the poes umption:,
Last April we had a cenleence in
Birmbnghom and she tads decided 1o

Lauecly & paper called the Englndering
Cigeette, There have been five issues.
Yee've pertainly projeeted oppasition
to wage contral and on anemploe-
mient — the cential indosirial issues.

Whitd we've tended to dais Lo hokd
aff the pure political aliernatives,
becamse which one der voe pur? Thar
can e fragmenied.  Bui  weve
serrginly spell pul the challenges
industrially and wihy

Wetve tried o produce a journal
atmied at the middle band of workers
o bring them ower jo paosidive
siparegies, We'te ol aiming it al Lhe
[l iemelf, hecause thers are sufhicenl
joarnals that projecs sheir own slant
ancl grpunem

Ihe Droad Lef's conference in
feovember  wdopled a0 pilicy ol
natlonal support Lor the wage cluim,
with o plunned natkonal canference of

cinyemosk [ mounl 8 struggle on the

chabm. Bt nusLliimp Wappenesd.

This Fuilure of open cuinpaiening
and prganking hos sorely lidn @
i woeahess,

WAt we sabd in Mosanber was thad
e nationa] commmilles had adopreda
policy that  the anzon - eonvens
niectings of shop stewasds inoevery
discrict 1 furt het Lhe camipaiun onthe
podicy, We sard wo would press fid
that prlicy, 1o get it implementad
svere disigict, with rhe shop stewards
uarierlics and so on - which we did,

W' te not looking Loasel G A unisn
sallin the union. e did, in my view
we wokild Funcinde a Latalicy, becauss
the uminn s constrien provides
nasis of ceme i within the wrion —
and thai s wheze the barrhe has gollo
bz,
W e hind Brenad Lell oieetings in
almoss every district. 1've insisted in
iy eleciion wunpgign e in fhe
brogd campaigit Uear we  shoukdn's
hiove  restrickve:  mestings.  They
showrhl be ot 1o any aslivist i s
unicon < right, leff, or hlaady ceni,
W w1 e supnart on i mass badis
W cereating @ oareoey el od
perfection, This is a movemesl s
must dévelop, s inoa nombds of
areas we've heen nble 1o docir with
s effect

Huglhs Scunbii's role — maal receniy
sigpparting fhe 12-month rule at the
TUL againsd the decision of the
nationel crmmities sid The whisle
AUEW  delegation, and  his  vale
apaiist the Frefighters an the oL
teeeral Council — has ploced  him
ticmly on the side of ihe Carvernameit

P yam fhink the Braml Lefi bas
sufficienily dissockaied  ilsell  froam
i, amd campalznet pguins mn?



was duffed

m persorlize things, we |..-.1u 't

"ﬁ. v I|,_I | the polscéiss. Scanbon amd Lhe
prica [of the pEd lwo yeard as
pursued a palicy of support for the

Social Contraci. Whatesver we argus
whoun what happened at the TLIC on
the |2-momnch rule, it was endorsedd by
the podicy conderence in Movembaer

Oine thing we don’l recopsrse, A
certatndly  the  alira-lell doesn'

ecopnise, 5 thal ‘Scanlon iEnp't a
Personid ifee  kgenl There™s  ar
whiech decides fr:r{ 5[
|---| W — Hi |fl' Scanlon gave his Folk
sppport ton the TUC  amd  Laboair
Dovernmend's  scikiie  SEralepy,
incloding  the  vamnou: plinsss  of
5 pobicy,

I dom’t aprec with Hugh Scnlon o
unwvite clse wha prpues thal  the
girntey Lhat"y been porviesd 1 e (e
s wpprking clasi. Aud i

EVETCRE O
f'snog, then i s nod i the interesis ol
thecsuniry in my opinsit

The alternutive 10 even lower living
standords and liglser Enemployment
withoual wEyimg i seomlism; ol
COLT aoqilid -be heEaariful, buot
taking wihnt we have — the allErative
|5 ¢ chillenging econnmac seralcgy of
decenl wages based oo oculling gut
s of rhe rof in ok Society
Hui v won'l fo thas
codidemiiamg  scnnkom Thni
mistake the wliro-left made. They
WA o persnmafise  eworylhang
Atiack that bloesly polics, and o

by

Victory for the right

e Broad Left

the

ScEnlon wopant of o, then Yot
affackine him and all those whas go
will heire 1 abways armaces me, Boyd
produedes (e umion  journal,  the
edmorials, ard =0 on. | never see Them
arracking Boyd Bur they attack
Rab Wright, Let's aitack the real right
WS-

Ihe opposition by the Commuanist
Party o e Leviand toeolmakers
sinke musi have heen very confusing
fu tharse hosiile 80 the pay pobies.

Dion't you ihink thed the Taifure e
sipppror! this actisn againti the Sockal
Comiract has weakensl the peneral
Tiehi agnonst i’

I only wish # were iree thae the
Icimakery [suehi the Saeeial
Coptract, The staremend they made al
ihe DeginniBg was. W are not
oppasing theSacial Cor '|II-:'| i, Weare
i n-.l'-r--.nuliu._'-- rnmeni podicy. All
WE Wamt i -a  separace r\-ﬂ_.h' tharing
muchine=ry,

[Emeght have ultimately Been aboul
wi. They had the presampians thal o
thaey ould Breeak away Tom s mmazs

[ workers dovalved, they deuld

fromi @ posiion of secioral

negobiae
LI FiLh

I understanmd their
dilTerendiass. Chly
il

problem  on
soatie 43 per ceni of

Leviand lisHmaEkers were

Can the left in the Engineering Union survive? What
future does it have? What went wrong?

These are the questions posed by the trouncing that
the Broad Left in the AUEW received in the latest
round of elections. JOHN GRAHAM, an AUEW
shop steward in Birmingham reports.

Rabh Wright, the favooriie to win Le
posicen of presadent and  succeed
Hueh Scandom, losl by 8 margn of
nearfy 47,00 wpdes.  Cdmmunst
Pariv member Les Bixon’s seat oo the
CACCUIIWE WeNl D & rgns '-‘-il'l::l:"‘i.
lcaving Rep Birch ns the sole lefi
winger on. the powerful 7-person
excculive, Ren Halvesion, a leading
Braacd Left member, was defeatad in 3
ballor for ome of the nutional
DTRARiser s posalicms,

Crverall the right-wing wacdone 1un
By Jodin Bosd trmnspleed o 23 o of
26 clectudns. THEY sucooeded In tAXLNE
full-Linke positons ranging  (rom
president 1o disirict seerstary of the
new Birmingham Sousth Diserc

The resulis ol these  electeons,
announced. af the ALUEW national
comrnities lnst week, gre o mossive
comanlidarion for the gains the nghi
wing in the wmnan has been making
ance the retiurn W oflice ol the
Laboor Caavernmenl i 1974

The arpursend hal if 8 ocCessary.
abioee Gl else, o kivp Labowi In
power thiroueh o pport Lor the Social
Contracl and successive stages of
imcomes pobicy and the conversion of
Scanlom  too-snch  prguments '||'-
illowed them o now recop all o
gromne | they Joml Tollowing .!|l.'
ety ol Lthe Broged Lell o the
| S,

Bt the ampagl of Terpy Drufiv's
wiclory over Wright connog simply he
mcasuired in rerms of elecioral resulis.
A5 the empiover's pondite in the
‘popilar’ press hmve Been guick [
poing omi, Callaghan and Healey will
el ke ly
il ereen ligh

Fur sugther rouind arf

thie @lection resull a5 =)

Within rthe working

WA TeSIraint
class gy g whole, 1he resubiy will bhe

ween fis A Turcher ingicarion: ol
Lakoar Ciovernmeni's - ahiliry
stymieany appestion o s policies,
Within 1he Engineering Lirin the
eflfect will be equally enmedate and
bl ™ot ol owill the policies. ol
B el wem — working -with
it emplovers and the Laboan
Ciecrment — receive 0 big boost us

winlved. [owenil docsee tham and asked

|I II.:'. retly belicved thar if they had |
a SOPEFELC negediating group then the |
jesl would =y (hal was uirt ghl
Becapse. they're separtle they can
have someghing difFerent oM B
£ 1% incresse; we'lleel LS

I the company had settbed, the cest
af Lse plant soukd have sar back — as
theydidin Chrysher a few years aga
and szid; We wani £10 and thai's
Ihag diffuses the battle, It won™y be
wemn by aliflerenitial arpumaeitls, Dl
wltimately by a real Clualienge 1o waEpe
CEIRTL s

Would vyom sgree dhad the uceeplinge
of the Fdwardes' plun by
Commuanist Porty shop stewands al
lestund, amd  parlicelards  Derek
H.l:-lnrlu:ln has been @ big setl kack?

It"s wbways dangerous o Sommeni
nn Anmétbhuip  vou  baven'r - heem
ifvolved o, and 1 oam only see the
Levland devclopmenis  from
{renge

the

[ led rhe winghe of The srade unicais in
the original issues on Leviand, Bydern
pnt all thar Aowed froin that ©
wzen't perfeclion by any means, b
one dhing we did suceeed in achiening;
i plear eoipmitmens that no plamts
dwaidd e hived off and none Closed

There's no donbd that the sirsegy

owed the seeds

having  the Seemuing  stamp ol
raik-and-file opimon, bud the right
wing will be encouraged 0 sceain
ahead with fis plans o attack. wition
democracy wilhin the AUEW .
Through the planoed  amalgama-
tion with (ke Elecircians” - Union.,
Tiovded wind Cralfy hope o ik op with
Frank Chapple with the aim  of
wiapping up the o main sEilled
engieening umions wnder right-wing
conrred for good

UNDERMINE

In the process they will altempt 10
pndermine the fundamental demioe-
ratic righis of the niemberslig of the
AUEW where Lhe sight o eboct all
Tl e ol ficials 3 sl enehriped in
rhe rule Bdaok.

They will only be too happy th see
the amaipamation with TASS, The
Enginecrine  Umion's  white-cnllar
socrion, fall by the wivsidle, 1o shorl
the rank-and-Fleds m Qo a rough bk
inehe ALY with Bovd aond Dafly i
coneenl. The oy ociestion  left
umanswered @ wel 15 wheilher the
Mroad Left can meet thas challenze
and lead a fipht back ar fall inco
Aparran by Lhe wavside,

Al the moent. poing an its past
recond, Lhe later muost be ane the
cards. The clectbens ksl werk woere

perely the reaplag of the whirlwind,
ihe seeds of which wiere siownm by ihe
Ariald el lesbership idsell. Yhco
Eob Wright ix repocied as saving thit
the election resaits:  tindicate w
rejeciian ol the ey saciabies
alermalive 1o presem policies’, he
simly places the blame for rhe defea
at thedaor of rhe nnicn membenhip,
Litstend of (The inahadity of the Broad
Ledt 1o make wny headaas somong, the
mass o ramieined- e st reoeid yéais.
And whken ane considers the record
th v naf su very surarising. 1 has
een The Geitwre of the Broad Lefr to
nasnnl ANy SSTEDUE CCRIE I'I-'lij'l'l n
de beee oL Ee anion. membership in

we [oaght for bas heen lostc The
Fdwardes” plan hiaw been imposed
ciwer lhe heid ol Lthe . coisdliziive

machinery: 175 a-sep away from the
siaciples we Fought for. I'm mod
g sl the paricipminn
AFTANgEments were workers' contred

| mEver have done. Bud whal we had
wits i fremendous veelon.

W ndviecnie un urgent meeting of sl
wirur smpporiers fo discess ow o
respomd (o (he righl wing™s vbcrory
wiel dhie threat o democeacy (o the
ALUEW, Woald you agree with this?

qink we poed Do agsess this
A1 gkt 8 o of the lads Gimd
lissies ! —ed 1wl ariensd meetimg:
acd 1w Bl some vamashing meehings
with lefr  fnde amd uncomaniced
et '-plr' feel @ saiaslacthon- rlac
they™se had o gond debate, po away
und Torgel thial i they doi't karness
S o eaeh o suppon of ow hay !
they e doing then we don'1win,

O aniy sirenprh & rhrough the
shop alewards movement and - the
Borivisrs imshe ynien .- 1
of convinesd members wan’t de s
Thicisthe gapwe e god Lo ciose.

Mare than jus calling @ natinna
meesting,; in regicn and. area
we've i o have an achive Jonce
wirking lor the belt

EVELY

| the last four vears in particular th

| s led ehirecily Lo ks present issdanion,

S0 1= ool ensy to cempaign for

support For Bob Wright as a succesiar

for Scirlon when wo explazaion s
ever piven ol how Scanlon caime o
actively suprort the Sooal Lontiradl
and wags restraint when he bad been
clecred 1o office Saiowing 2 massive
campaign by the Araad 1 et #ho had
nrzied thal he woulld oppose soch
policies. 11 was mal - withoul
fusri Fcaliom that Duarfy was sble o
claioe: 1 lind grear difficulsy 4o
il ermp froo M Scanbon,'

When ther silence “on Scanion’s
defectbon w0 the. nght wing s
compounded | by artacking the

Leytand roolroom  srike pnd  che
Hearthrow engineers. as dfid Thxan
when he voted with the mght wimgg on
the sxecutive, then Uie positain ol 1he
BresE  Lefi oean  oondy  become
Horaaghly camipromsed i the oyes
of L membership

INCOMPETENT

i when these Tacts are combined
with the pichire of 2 organization
whicl was ser up 1w campaign for
widon democracy, defending the Tace
that TASS officials were mad subject
1o clection; which in many areas of 1he
couniry only pppears oot ol cold
sroraEe every s omonths  lor oan
election: winch Tatléd 1o mowitl any
cimpaien ground e recent sacional
pay claim otleer than 2 purely verbal !
v, (e L begomes comprehensible
how Boo Wripht coanbd loose to a
candidate such as Terry DNefTy

aepld dex rhis che Fact Char Dl "--'1‘= |

curelil (o wse che s Tull weighi
alPcinl  Laboar  Ceovernmen .-'|n|:|
TLL  peslicy’ witheas  too clasels

associnting hanssdt with the  more
abvigusly pnpopalnr aspacts ol s
policies and The end product is lase
week s glection resulis

e enclaves
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Defend Republican News

THE BRITI5H Government is mow doing 2l il can o
shar down the mosi popuolar lefi-wing newspaper in
these islands, and 1o outlaw jis political organisation.

This what fies behind the
charges brought against 12
people in Beifast |asi Thirs
day. Afler rawls the previows
week, the 12 have been charged
with nmnl.'u:re.ltip of the [RA

Even by the sandards by
. which the Hr'tlsh Crowvermment
“bperates in the Morth of
Treland, some of the fomes o6
the list are extraordinary, They
(5 T [ EH

“John Joseph Keamedy —
g member of the Socialist
Democratic and Labour Pariy
and the printer of the
Provisonal Republicnn news
[EpET, Republicen  Mews

*Alain Frilet — a phoedo
Erapher on "Jll. stall of the
French daily leit-wing paper
Liberatlon.

*Tom Harley — press officer
el Sinn Fein,

The entire officer executive
of Sinn Feln has been arresied
and  charged with IRa&
membership. Tens of thou-
sands of copiss of Republbcan
Mews were confiscated by the
Army andl  Royal  Llsier
Lonstabubary during the raids

Republican MNews, with =&
weskly clreulation bn exeess of
S 000, higs a higher readership
than say Socikabisi Werker,

Prisoner writes

Isolating
the Irish

‘THE lrish prisoners are in British prisons becanse
British troops are on Irsh sofl. IT that = not political
whal i=? | have been told that T will spend the rest of
my ngiural life in prison. 1 am 21 years old.’

S0 wrote Paul Hill in s previous letler he had
written from prison, Hill is one of many Irish
political prisoners currenily serving long lerms of
imprisonment in British jails,

Like muny of these prisoners he has suffered long
perivds in solitary confinement. In this article PAUL
HILL writez of his experiences.

Having read several ariicles
o sofitary confinement and s
cftects | fol compelled 1o say
something. Uinlike mosl wril
ings on the sebject this s
written by o peychiainst or
somme Siecl pErson; i 55 wrkhen
by someoas who has endured a

loig period im solitany,
Solitary Lo maoal  people
means being dlone. To prison

governors it means prisoners'
isolation. They stale ihat in
cases of  profonged SofiLary
(rude 43) the prsoner neods o
be juatated [or the purpose of
‘good  order and discapline';

They alsy say there are no
after effects of lonp solitary
becatise the prisoper who is
isgdated will sooner, or liler be
returned 10 the main prison.
= Bar if i har no effect on Lthe
prisoner, why is it used in the
Frst placeT

SCARRED

e truth of ke matler is
that most pecple wha have
endured  long  pericds o
iclatjon are menlally scarred
[or Hfe, Only the very strong
willed suffer no after-cffecs,
for the am of solitary i3 to
break the subject mentally and
badily.

Becinse of the Eck of food
and proper exerciss, breaking
the body & the casest. Aler
they've dowe that they go to
work on the mind.

Anxiety is one of the main
weapons they wse, Create »

= stare of anxisty, and depres-

giom, worry amnd Tear (oflow,
Winor worries become  exag-
gerated as the mimd has litte Lo
cecupy i Thas bduoes Intense
moits of depresalon.

HANGING

At the end of last year ope
prisoper, Joey Day slashed his
wrists amd was lafer foand
hanging im am isolation cell. He
had  speni  six  monthds o
wiitary and had 8 Trono of

him another long spell.

ROUTINE

Almast all segregalion units
are white pnd very ywiet, so the
prigoner Bases his her seose of
time. Everything s done by
routine; when you ear, sheep,
slop amt and sxercise.

Almoal every spell outside
your cell i confrontation with
the sorews, When you skop oul
they space Lhemsslves behind
you, beside vou and m {rant.
The same & exercise LEme.
They pever speak. not dhar
we'd wand [0 oconvesse with
ihem, bus by these actions they
hope tn make the prisoner
paramodd. "5 enough to make
the sirongest mind crombde.

It is impossible for me 1o go
into @s much dedail as [ would
like and T den't chink it Iz
possible o relmle accuarately
whal happens to a person's
mmurad i silitary,

'l just say that o bartle is
T\'.H.I_Ehl. every  dday W Irish
politica] prisoners whe despite
everything continoe to resist,’
And why shouwlde™t we? Aler
bl the screws try [0 break vour
mind for the sake of their pay
packets, bur we resist for the
sake of our sanicy,

They cammol isdwie whai
they canmwl see,

(hwr spirils remaln free.
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Socialisl Challenge and Mewes-
lime pui togsther.

Prowisiomnal Sinn Fein  has
alwnys hnd o separade identity
froam the Prowvisional THA, but
novw as well atlempling Lo shit
down  Hepublican MNews, e
British Governmient & aiming
i make membership of Sinn
Fein a political  offence

S0 wei furiher hasic free-
doms — fresdom of the press
and Lo politically organmise —
have been abodisbed [n the
Marlh of Iecland by Britain

Urgent solidarity with Re-
publican Mews is wite! in rhis
country, ond SBeimlist Chal-
lempe l=arms that plans are
uncer way 0 organise aclion
o show thal sobdarity, More
Ews nexl week.

‘ REPUBLICAN

NEWS

' l.l s |l|l:u-1n| ak Fumur TN CPIES
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ALL KILLINGS Ao TRAGEDIES

by RG McAULEY, Political Prisoner, Long Kesh

SHORTLY, or so we are led to believe, the BRU
imtends showing a play — which has already been
sl on one oceasion — entitled Willie.

It deals with the case of 3 young man from Strabane
who is presently serving 12 years bere in Long Kesh for
s political ‘offence’ he had nothing at all to do with.

The play 15 based i
transcripl of the “trial® which
Will Cealagher received and
which, as with all such
non-jury courts, was a farce.

However,  perhaps
apnificant of all  were

play:

ignorance of the manner in

oo the

“trialst
held under the special Dipdock

moat
the
remarks made by Dargaret
Malhison who produced the
*] was aghast a1 my own

which pobitical olfences ang
handbed in the Diplock Courts
in Mocihern Ieeland,'

This lgnorance, which in-
clodes the “Irish problem’ in
peneral,  demonsirides . Uee
immense ek of  media
coverage which the conflict
the & Coundes feceives in
Britain.

The British media have ‘more
important’ toples o discwss,

‘White isright, Irish is wrong’

O 13 Apol Nethomwide spent
mosr of ite time  sheddiog
crocodile rears over the fape of
soven  Hritish  mievocnaries
imprisoned in Anpoda for ther
part in  rhe  [ndiscrimimals
slavghter of Angolan  men,
women  amd  children. The
programime presenters spent 4
preal deal of fime guestioning
relaives - and detailing  the
alleged  inhuman  canditions
untder which the convicied war
criminals are being held,

MOCK UP

Inddeed, the BBC's engerness
1o drum up sympathy for these
paid white mercenaries went 5o
far a5 fo build o mock wp ol the
tvpee of oEll  which  the

A CAMPAIGN Iz being
lzunched by Peoples
Democracy. and  the
Movement for o Sociadist
Republic {lrsh Section,
Fourth lsiemational) in
sapport of P} member
Denis Murphy.

He was arrested in March
1577 affer n major arimy Seoop
on the Dermott HIl arce of
Belfast where he lives, The
army all=ged that a rifle and
pisto] were found in bis home
und, afier spepding 8 year on
remand, Depis is shorlly Lo
come [0 irial on oan o arms
posagssion chmrge.

He first received a traal dare

ower o monih ago. The trial was
then posiponed, bur at that
timne & group of hiz neighbouars
drew up - apd  cirgulared a
petliion supporting Thenis.
The petition poinfed oul Lhat
on several occmsions ol the PAsL
there had been 8 grave dENELT
of civil war in the Six Coundies,
amd that there was ‘a8 long
history of attacks on the aren by
Lovalisl paramilitaries,

1n g few days over MM in
ihe Dermot” Hill area signed

the pefition in  supgmact af
[Dienia,

Feoples. Democracy  and
Movement  Tor a Socialist

Republic have now decided o
launch  a  beoad  campaign
around the petitlon 1o suppore

af [Jrnls Murphy, The petition
is being made available o
anti-repression groups 6 the
Six Counties. 11 is  being
circulated among Lrade waion-
ists  and civil Hberldes  sop-
porters in the 36 Counties, o
Brivaln, members of  the
Labour movement are heing
asked for sappaort,

FD and MSR  helseve Lhat
many imporianl  isswoes  are
bound wp with Dends Murphs's
cuse,  There ix the Ssue of
intermment by femand — &
systemn thal leads o prisopers
sefving the squivalent of two
and deree-wear sentences hefore
coming o irinl,

Even more imporiantly there
ia the British palicy o

miercenartes are held in,

Iri the H Block here i Long
Kesh there are 150 Bepublican
pelisieal prisoquess leld o B by &
concrebe cetls, They are naked;
permitied no books, papers o
magazines o read; have been
denbed access o radios; and
they never leave their zgrey drah
concrats coffins.

ILLEGAL

Unlike the paid Hrtish
mercenanes in Angola, fhess
men, inspite of British clams
to the comlrary, (00K ugp arims
againsl a0 eaablizhment which
they  believe o be forgipn,
oppressive  and. illegal.

s N AR
the mien have i e
H Bleck, obly one  Bretich
documentary propramme  of
any warth dared fo menion it,
while the HBritish press has
tedrlly iznored it

EVIDENCE

Yei there is dn abundanee of
evadence, well documented and
substantlated by many  inde-
peivdent parties, o prove that
almost  every  Infernntiomal
Humao Rights  Convention
ever devised is being  deli-
berntely and blatantly ignorad
by the British Labour
Crovernment  and the prison
ndmimistrations in Long kesh
and Armmagh,

It s typical of the political
hvpocrisy . and  corroption
which oow pervades the Bridish
establisligent  that  the  weldl-
being of seven highly  pald
profeslonal THETCEnAries
abowld take complete prefer
ence aver the treatment of 350
[rish ~ Bepublican ~ political
prisomers,

kishrevolutionary held

repression based almost exclu-
sively on rnllll.an demminaticn
al the anti-uplonist areas,
coupled  with discrimination
within the legal aystem beading
to  disproportonarely  high
sentenees Ior  aoti-imperinlist
prisoners.

Finallv thers is the isswe of the
defence of Cmhodic  areos,
given the history of Hrtish
collnhoration  with  Lovalist
pararmilitaries - and the  many
cases of dual membership of
the RUC and UDE - and
Luyalise paramilivary proups

Copies of the petition are
avaifable  from:  Cononolly
Boaksha, Avocd Park,
Andersonsiown Bd, Belfast 11,




INTERNATIONAL
French Communist Party crisis

Sounding the knel
for Eurocommums

Lasi week we reprinied an article by Louis Althusser
on the crisis in the French Communist Party. On this
page are twn further contributions to the debate — this
time From outside the party.

JORGE SEMPRUN wriles on the report presenied
by general secretary Georges Marchais to the recent

Ceniral Commiiiee, Semprun is a Tormer IEl-ﬂi‘I.' of the

Spanish Communist Party { PCE). expelied in 1965
alter he and Fernando Clandin had presented a
devasinting attack on the party’s Stalinist practice.

Semprun s besi

known @s an sothor and

screcnwriter. His films include 7 and 1" Aveu. He was
the only journalist to be refused press credentials at the

receni PCE Congress.

The other comtribution is from ALAIN KRIVINE,
editor of Rouge, the daily paper of the Trofskyist
Revoluiionary Communisi Leagoe,

e e - e
Democratisation or
liberalisation? -

From Elleinstein to
Alihusser, including
other critics such as Jean
Rooy widd erard
Molina, all those who
have had the chance to
express themselves puhb-
licly challenge the
bureauveratic Tunctioning
of the French Commumist
Pariy (PFCF) and centre
their fight on the demand
for permaneni discozsion
forums in the parly press.

They challenge the vertical
debaie which exisls [rodm Lhe
cell to the pohilecal | Baresu
They densid
debage fram ccll o o2l with
oplnsons  being  disseminated
through open- forums in the
pErLY press,

All  gre  onanihoos B0
rojecting. eroupiines and rend-
gncies. - But al this point @ |
auestion arises; whigl is the

rurpose of debate in rhe puriyT
The discussion and  conf-

romelinn ol positions has the
fanction of arriving sl the besr
prieniation possibbe, e wlnch
reflects the nclusas of 1he
conlribution ol thoosands of
mili lanls Taced with all sores af
dilterenl expercnoes

Squch g dehnde can conclhids
in generd agrssment, in partial
disagreemsnls, or in potadly
diiferent oricnition.,

Bzl 1] aclileve
demodragy qaeans thns
militanis - mus
minimum level of
dnd

FRELI
all

dndersnal-
wlodmabon. 1
menns that those who Feel olose
politienlly o one pnagher on
this or that questinn muost be
aitle Lo meezl Lo clarcify  thesin
pocivlon ead tihervene o swch a
way thar the sulilanls &y @
whole can maks a chidwae 201 1he
basiv aof a clenr differcnciaton

LTI

of - powitions - rather thar
mlifiusle or thades of opinion
which  cover aver the renl

questions al stike,

1L G5 mul g guestion ol
stirming A diflérenced, beuse
oy @re bound 100 éxisl Jinca
parry  owhizk o har oany  life
ifi Al

T 1ake an example:
the - dictatarthip O e
proleara, There e inUtisnts
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a  horizontal |

PosscEs 4 |

10 Tl party who are againsi i
o landameal TRESS
cennecied wilh - a prodiralist,
electoralisi and reFormisi
canceprion of the way forward
i socialism. Thot ‘& one
tption, it hangs wmgsther.

Cithers are againsl it snlefy
bedause the word inspires femr
afier the tragic caricature
ity applcation by Stalin, They
CONTIRGE nonoinesess (0 on-
dorse the eatirg revobutiopary
comtent embodied in this term,
to the same extznt  ps the
militants who wans toretain the
formula

Wouldn®i 1 be logical and
help to clarily things {1 these
o Siorrenils ooold meet up jas
Before o Colgpiess b0 se i Ihere
wiay o poasibilicy of presenting o
COMIMaL et againsl  the

reformist current T Inwhal was |

would such a h-c'
unhenithy?

I actusl fGeel the funclion
af dempecratic debate i ol
solely  to deline  pohlca
Grienlalaoms . It awolves 3
siraggbe o Cony g to
IMBrave, Of ¢¥en D win and
change the line of ihe parky AT
the meznns for this dio nos exist,

praclice

then = democracy  hecornes
formnl apd s preaslorntsd
simply inte the right o kave
idens

In a comniukisl orpaniza-
Lo, e defested ooty
agrplies The Lige of tOe majority
Throwgh this experieace il can
sither b comvinged taatin was

wrong or, on the'contrars, il
enonld te able tn corvings Lhe
majority ot e next congrss |

Lhat i1 was vight.

IT the PCEF leadershap werns
1o prant aport forgms in the
party press oo militanis, ch
werid be astep forward. Bl Lis
stop there wimild he ridicielous
excent - fior - {hose . whe "oy
guestion . e slowiness ol the
party's Furssommuniss evolu
ton, énid who wre only Lhe
welvanee puard ol what ie. af
breeversiale ey luricn inspie of
e waiiouws ractionl deconrs i
TAKSs M.,

Wb el seviszion famims and
nehing elss, the 23rd Cangress
wonld thirealen o he oearly ax
JaiirneHd s e poeyiows ong

Troday all  elections. | are
ST b b “piclre
fobnLssion . Theoe are olten
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by JORGE SEMPRUMN

Three times in little more
than twenty years the
Ceniral Commintee of the
French Communist Party
[FCF] has helped to block
the possibility of opening

and renewal inside the
Communist movement.

as MADY posis as candidates,

Above all, o majonty vobe s
required for delug,::li-.u:l.

There could be 4% per cent of

militants in abl the cells opposed
1o the nackear strike force; vl
L present mode of representu.
tion would pive them 0 per cend
fr the Congress

It & demociatic  party,
mdnoriities showld be able 1o get
together amd be represenied in
proportion o the number of
vores, Ciherwise the discusston
is purely literaTy,

The existence of lendencizs
poses many problems. But it
did not prevent the Beslshevil
Party from making 2 revolu-
Hon = iguite Lhe Teverss,

The banning of tendencies,
| hgwesver, can only culminmte in
tlee  Sealinist Tmodel, in
bureaucratisation, and thus in
the pabandomment o - aoy
| revolurionary objective. 11 15

beeayse the PCT leadership lias

nhandonsd sy revoludonars
siTidesry that 31 is wol prcparsd
to aveepl demnocratisation, and
only & wory limired
ELAIL

| Emissn

liheralise-

Firgt B 1938,  when

Rhrpslelew’s secret report o °

the Mtk Congress  of  ihe
Commmunist Party of the Sovist
— in spdte of i5 gross
gheoretical  deficiencios
abjectively opened the way o
destalubisation, to the gchieve
meent of | new autonomy and a

new' relalitmskip  wilh e
e
Then i 1963, when the

movement of kMay opened up
the passitialaly
undiubtedly comples proosss
of - prolongsd
Magpenre: — of an overthrow of
the  podickeal ingl soctal
hegemony in Fronoe,

O this eoceskon the aitide
of the PCF lexdctalilp nod only
consdidated the power of the
cupitalist  ataie, i1 ecualls
catbywed a0y conIrete suppar
e demooTaiic mnel socalist
Torces which were nd work by
L zechoslownkia.

RETROGRADE

To “repct” of ‘dizapprove
ol the Russian interveniion in
Frague was only on. smply
phrase, w=nce  the nalional
siralegy of Lthe PCEF had the
samereirograde sipnilidanee s
e armed diplomaey of the
LISSH.

Today, for the thind U, b
unanimowsky  approving  ihe
incradible - repoTi  given by
Genrpes Marchais, the PETF has
confirmed its arvogant |slind
ness, ks burcadcralle compla-
cency. i historie choses of a
siratepy of disunisy, fragmen-
ration and demorelisation  of
the lefr,

Thae historsans will not Fadl
o remark howe  the - dasting
miture &f its politicad chodee s
reveiled @1 & codrnuiy of
lanpuage.

*Cdrtain peopke' said Thorez
irom the rostrem ai the ld4sh
Congrass i July 1956, thave
calbsl for permanent dascussiin
in the parly an wll guestions
withonel gexoeplion: ay il Wi Wens
a¢lub, 8 debating school, asnd
nod & vangoard detachment of
the wirking clas, a r&l[} of
action which is preparing 14 H
for revolulionary asks",

Tlsere is certainly room for

‘The PCF haschossn ioshul itsali up in the lortress.’

NEW JOURNALS

THE Parls  weekly MNowwel
Oibpervaicur Tepors plaps o
lnumnch o new: [=f-wi wEEH}'
discastim 1Dulﬂrﬁ

Seprember. This would uwu:-lv-:
Tean Elleinscein and gther PCF
inteliectuals: the CERES wing
of the Somnkist Party; the

Linified Socialist Party (FPSLY)
and Kevolurionary Coanmnunil
Laague (DOR) on the lar el
the editorizl tesm ol Uhe journal
Politigue-Hebde! and possibly
alse Hepis Debray and Micos
Poulanizas.,

— Lhrough ain |

demacraric |

- Samprur '

How & PCF pamphisd was censored: the left-hand page in the
spread on democratic dghts at the lop shows Plérta Juguin, o
behall of the PCF, greeting Soviel digsident Leonic Plyuaheh.
But hard-line Stalinisiz in the apparaius prolested, and =0 8
millian copies wens pulped] The [Inal version [belaw| played saie
wikh & picture of the pery's 22nd Congress instoad,

amy on Thess :
fasks', for which Iillt qasr;i}P:hm
constantly preparing it al
il lends ED forget ahout thenl
oice they are realisable.

But the key thing to note is
the point at which Marchads'
wooden lappuape biends o
with thai of Thorez From more
ihan twenty YGAFE AED:

i is clear” says the present
Creneral Secretary of the PCF,
't amyond with  colmsn-
senie, thei permanest discus

sion amouids in the end Lo & |

paralyals of decision making
and action. We & a
demaocratic purty, we are il A
diseasslon clab..

And  Marchais  poes ol
heter: “The Communis) Party
I# a revolutiol&y  parcy, a
vanguird paiy, and there are
tenabencies towacds & calt of
spantanély, anarchlsr renden-
s 10 which we connid vield
withour renouncing e very

| existeice of @ pariy capable of

aving s vanguard  fele”
g'hm: who :-'|‘.‘Gl.|.-:'||]5-l‘ in such
signs will fore in passing this
kind ol fauinlogenl reswening:
we are @ vanguerd party and
that iz why we musl play ‘a
vanguard rofel]

Thus, and conirary o the
sirnregy sketched. oul in the
articies by Lovis Adthasser {see
Last work's Sockalist Challenge]
— and which are warth 4 nrore
catencled - mnalysis  for  their
radical  noweeley:  the  philioso-
pher finally understands thar
e feal dheorslical problem
Laday is ritar of the Cammunist
Parry's peacties, That it is 8l Lhis
level that-it is mecessury Lo
caiablich the Clioe of
demarcetion’ wnd prosssd o
the ceplspermedogical  hreak®
e PCF leadeshlp
hak cloasen 1o shiar itself wpoin
e fomress. and constanlly
parre it for  preserve - trepht
thinking®, Wt conld one exoect
anything else?

id sia (he stearegy of the
PLT lmmd inevitable oo this
._|:||_._J|_.__|:|| ro 1his fresring of
i |_'u:|=a|:|.._. dislectic helween
the lepders sind the militants,
the pariy sk Lhe measses, he
orpanisatinm and socieiy?

Crid it nest imelade aloeady rhis
reprochuclion of the capitalis
chivision of aboet hetween e
knowledge of e (small tmep
leaders and Ue daily practiee of
the Brase?

RBe ' that as it may, the
decisions of the PCF Central
Comrmillee will kave repemus-

‘reyodutionary |

CHCInS seridus OqcE — TeE
oonly on the evolotion of the lefi
in France, but also in Sourhem
Euiape; and more concretely,
on the Communisl pariles of
this rego,

In Fact, the choice mads by
the PCF tolls the knell in ibe
long mm for ‘Farocoonmi-
Aism".

Lindoubiedly the later had
nof vet gone beyand the siage
of rather liaey formubacions, of
declaratons of imtent, How-
gver, it comgtituted  the
theoretical project —  wiose
real practice remained Lo be
worked oul - of a new ropd
avixiding Lhe impasses of Social
Democracy as widl as those of
Stalinism.

T durwive 85 3 practice of
the masses, Tooting el o
their real movemenl, ‘Eum-
communism', had 1o pose
cleaily the historic problem of
thi revalugion in the West, o
prablem which it bas Tather
wended o dodge up 1o W,

The blow delivared by the
FCF will undoubiedly check
the present owavemenc. Cine ciin
foresee thal i will turn in on
liself and become ervstallised
into et actitudes of “right” snd
*left” — baoth prodhahly molaked
{rom the real social teeraln of
the class sirmegle.

Put, i U other hang, the
beding, growp of the PCT has
jusl clarified the silustion,
dispeliing a pumber of ithasions
and possible ‘wrong readipgs'
of the Commanist sArategy in
Western Europe,

Benenzh the uoderstandable
wacticn]  (and historil and
cuftural)diElerences, which ron
(oo the Ttalizn  “histo
ot promise” 3o the breakiog of
e L pion of the Leltin France,
b way of the ‘democratic
comcenirntion’ ol (e Spanish
Communist Party, thore exists
in effect a comean bagis for the
pubicy of all these Commumnise
parties: tlat of the mainienance
of the slalus qwa, thae of ke

ocrete - rejection 0f " #ny
attempt 1o overthrow, i the
end, exigting.  sodial

and political hegemony.
FaithTul 1o &0 alresdy long
trnaliticen, the PCF has  jusl
reaided us once maore that the
rewodution is pot ils coneem,
thar rhe  transformation  of
sociely B nael iLs objective, Thar
iz g messgge for Tthose who
know how o listen fo il




sl | ] th M o South African soldier on Angolan bonder

Racists strike
at Angola

FOR ihe second time in
three years South Africa
has inveded Angola.
Although early reporis
that this was &
-style hit =nd
run raid, Amngolam gov-
ernmeni stsiements, con-
firmed journalisis
with good South African |
sources, clalm that racist
troops are gfll in
occupaiion. RICHARD
CARVER reporis.

Sowuth Africa  claims  its
Iroops were on & search and
destroy  miszion L
SWAPO, the Mamiklan
tion organdsathon.

Their powers of scarch leave
something to be desired: they
did poi encounter < SWAPD

forees.
Th:n' destrsction & Second
e pofe: maore than SO0

civilians were killed, scoording |
to Angolan Government esti- |
mates., '

DELIBERATE

This was deliberale. Para-
iroopers  and  infentry  were
flown 180 miles into Angola to
hit a refiegee comp.

The Soulh Africans  know
the arca well, Their biggest
military copcentration In MNam-
fhin- 5 mlomg the Angolan
border and

they have been

frequent, if unweloome visitors
— both during and since the
Portuguese colonial occupa-
tom of Angola.

They kmew where ihe
EWAPD buses were mnd
deliberstely avoided  them.

CLEVER

5010 was it 0 cAse, A5 SOme
commendators have suggested,

of the South African military |

overriding the Pretorin politi-

cod. The decidon o mvads |

was takem ai the |highes
political level, Wiy

Umly days before the radd
Sputh Africa had announced
s &poeplance of the Western
ptan lor the ‘liberation’ of
Mamibsa, The count 1%
presemily under a  South
African occuparion con-

the United Mations
& Ellegal,

The imperialisi scheme was g
clever ane. 1 proposed  the
mainfenance of a redwosd
South African milary pres
cence uniil elections were held
under LN supervizion.

This would be acceprable 1o
the South  Africane and
possibly Lo SWAPOD too, Wit
SWAMD) had  rejected  was
Sowth Alvican supervidon of
the electiions,

If SWAPD compromised
the way would bz open to &
meg=colboninl Mambia, If they
refused, SWAPD wonld be
agen 33 the parly disrupling a

selllemeni.

SWAPD el for ir. Had the
raid not kappened they would
almaost cenadnly have aceepted
& COMpromises,

The timing of the imwasion
isicates thai Sowth Afrvica
wanted to force SWAPD igle
rejpoction of the settlement,
feaving s multl-rackal puppers
In the Turoballe Democracic
Alliapee in coptrol,

At the same time the pitack

was aimed 10 demiralise the |

civilian population and gnaw
away af HWAPO s . support,

But it won'ts work, aod ihat
s why the Western powers are
s furious with Sowth Africa,
They fesl, rightly, that their

| oigsal

plan had Far more
lipesss.

The fghting power and
popular support of SWAPD

| bms never been greater, Bat the

{ imperialists  understand

thar
SWARPCHy leaders are not the
umseoinpromising Marxist ot
throais the South  Africans
make them oaf to be.

They have oo progeamme 1o
wrest Mamibin out of imperia-
list comtrol. Al the negntiating
lable thar would be & crucsal
WeEKOeEE,

Bur ooow they are back tn the
bnsh with puns in their hands,
And nio capitalist would like to
het on the catcomes,

France
moves

against
Chad
(S

Unnoticed by ihe Britksh
press, the Tormer Freach
eoloay of Chad has
become the farget for
European  imperialism’s
latest African adveniure.
RICHARI} CARVER
reporis.

Mheword “former® s wsed oar
of shesr politensss, Fremch
Presidient Giscard seemms bliss-
lully ungware of the *winds of
ch " In Alrice, and regards |

|

any ¢ cngpe 1o iks client states
a5 B personal affront.

The Chad intervention in-
valves |30 troops
paratroopers and legionpaires
— amd len Jaguar Fghler
planes, plus transports.

They have moved in on hehalf
of the governmweni of Felix
Malloum againsl the rebels of
the Chad Marbonal Liberasion
Front {Frolinat).

THRUST

The occasion for the French
Indervention was a  military
thiust by Frolinal  ageins
paveroment  garfisons in the
cenire of the country.

Although French iroopa have
seen  combat  agalnst  the
guecillas, Frodinat's militery

| radical Muslim

position remaings unchalkenged.
The Salal garrison to the morth
emxi  of the capital of
M'Djamena remains o rebed
hancls. S0 do Arata, Riltine
and Abeche in the easi.
Frolimer’s = sivenpth  flows
parily from the sophisticated
WEADONTY - auppli by  the
reglee | of
Codome] Giadaffl in Libea,

HEat Libyva hes retreared in the
face of the French pressnes, It
his calbed oo Frolinat fa call off
Bostilities and refused toissue &
siatgment of condempuadion of
the invasion.

Frolinat aleo appears o have
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Fralinat guartllas on ke oflenshe

u large measure of - popular
suppart, - There were  violent
pro-Frolinal demanstrabions in
Moundow o the south afrer Uie
French arelval.

Initiafly called A3 A prodesc an
the government maseacoe of
children and wother innocens
victims, the demonstration
turmed vialently anti-French.

The Fremch Govermment
comnbinues iy issue placsd denials
of amy active mililary presence.
The 1200 roops bedome Y600
mulirary adwvizers' In the mouth
of Foreign Blinlster Loade de
Giairingaud. This is despite the
death of ar least three Freoch
personmel in combat.

StopPress

POLICE lunnched an sitock on
u peocel ol pickel owiside 'Isre
Duy” mi Earks Coarl om T May.
There were five amresis and wo
Arab women were charged wiil

asenmlt,

A defence campaipn s beme
organised (o fpht charges,
which witnesses say arg 3

hudicrons fabricption. Condact
ike Palestine Solidarity Cam-
puign for defuils.

Anyone who thought len |H-Hitl1 decided 1o sack his

Smith's ‘internal setile-
ment’ had sored Every-
thing oul in Zimbabwe is

gelting some rude
shocks, writes ROY
ALEXANDER.

The deal siarted o show lis
cracks two werks age when the
Mack represenistive im0 e
Minisiry of Juoslice, Hyron
Huove, swted that the ©aternml
seltlement’ should resull in a
few bedter jobs for hilsck
podlcemen.,

Mok the sort of langmoge that
you would expect to give The
ruling class restless ndghts, Wt
fi was ton sirong  Tor
Rhodesin’s Wyper-sensiiive ra-
cists and thelr hock alkies.

Hove wis desouncsd for
hasiug Cviokated the spirlt of
the ntermnal setflement'  amd
was given the ool

FRANK

This frank admissdon thai
the setibement hobds hardly =
trbekde of besefits for the hlack
mrjorliy was ton muoch Tor the
United Afrbcan National Con-
gress of Hisbop Abel Muozo-
rewn, lhe oaly organisathon
wilh imass infloenee nvolved in
i Cloterin Goversmeni®.

The: TIANE denunciation of
Huove's ssckimg bed tooa farcica
discussdon over wheiber 1he
Hishop was al the  meeding

Mindster,

The Bishop dendes that Be
wus there. Every one clse says
he wus. O is left with ke
unmroiluble impression  thst
ik e ever redlly koows where
Muzorewa Is — incleding the
Bishop himself.

DEEPER

Adver ihis unseemly row, Bas
comme A8 even deeper division.
A statement by ihe interkm
Cavvermment [apparenily. with
the Bishagp there] colled on the
Patrictic Front goerillas to luoy
iy thesdr anms.

However, Che UAMN. Execn-
tve prompely iswed a staie-
meni charzlng that such a2 call
was premaiune; and oriticising
the Govermment's Tailore Lo
relesse polities] prisoners amd
improve  comnditions  in the
tribad Lrusd lmmdds, e geenillas”
main sirongindd,

What ihis shows & than thers
can be no mass following for a
deal which only paiches up
racist rule, Either Smith and
the white minoriy will have o
oimee up will some coscesss
ioms, im  which case [he
oconlidemce of (ke LIack masses
will starl to threaten the roods
of raclsi domination, or the
whnlp ‘intermal sctileoment' will
fold np like o house of oands.

Amyane in ihe mackel lor a
welll-uud dissppearing  Blah-
oy

SA troops in

Zimbabwe

SOUTH African troops
are moving back  Into
Zimbabwe 0 shore up
the crumbling  intecnal
sefilement.

A South African Toree of
HHE  bad  previously © been
withdrawn, but = s pow
pelurinng as the podifszal and
military  situwation  becomes
moee apd mope unsiable for
the "ransitional’ regime.

South Africa's backing for
the internal setilament bersesn
the white setller regime and
oationalist Jeaders Muozorewn
and Sithake has been public for
s fime,

Liss well known are the
cordisl relalion: between the
black -members of the oow
povernment and the aparibeid
stabe, Misorewa's Lop deputy,
Crordon Chavanduka, payed At

least bwo wissts B0 the Soaudth
Alfrican  coapitml L Cyemr.

The Bishop himsell 8 nor
ahore challing with [op racisis,
Last summer he |'|n:r'Jd.:.-
annoutieed the  miessore - of
ngreement hie had reached it
South -African Forsign him
wier Bodha al talks in London,

When leaders of the internal
spdtbement paries meta South
Adrican business delegation in
Salisbury recemily che durlul_:.-
chairperson of Anglo- Ameri-
can, the giant mining coompany,
spid he was bmpressed  with
whoi Sathole had 10o58Y.

It is a measure of the
weskness of these would-he
popwlar leaders that they hawve
o rely on - South Africa Lo
secaes thedr future,

Bl itis o threal nonethelsss
and one thar must be resisied,

Solidarity—17 June

PRESS HYSTERIA sboul &
possibde Cmbun  isterventhon
initer Fimbabwe bas ool hidden
ihe actual interventions im ke
pasi few days. There mre mow
Somil African troops in bhoil
Amgolp and Ffimbabwe — B3
well ms the regular guols in
oecupied MNumibia,

The British Labour Govern-
glend . bas  chosen [0 sAY
nuthing about the fimbabwe
encursion.  And it has onrly
shown ooncesin ower Angola
because  the mumbskolis in
Pretoria had just messed up

.the British ‘masler plan o

oubtwit The Memikian peopie,
The Labour Goverament™s
fallupe to come wup with
anvibing better - than this
oakes the 17 June Sowsto

anrmiversary deoisisiration all
Lhe mbore diaporiant.

1pe marels s called by the
Afriean Sfudenrs: Union and
there are  open  planming
meetings every Thursday @l the
Architectorsl Associaliosg, 34
Bedliord  Square, Londan ar
T.30pm. Argee for loeal laboir
movement bodies and  Anhb-
Apartheid groups to sponsar
the demo and send somecne
along 1o the meetings if they
R, ]

Remembet  L's nod st
aboul repression o Souch
Africa but rasist strategy in
souLlsern AfTica a5 a whode,

‘Cmith out or Cubpng in”,

wirned  the Oihserver  lead
headline  last Senckay. We'll
drink o that!




INTERNATIONAL

RELEASE BAHRO

OPEN LETTER to ERICH HONECKER,

CHAIRMAN, STATE COUNCIL OF THE
GERMAN DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC

0% ATIGLUST Lird, 1977, ihe state securiiy
forces of the Corman Diemocrate Repablbc
prresied Hudoll Bahre on @ chgree . of
‘espeomage . @nd simce Thal dole mo Further
imformstion s heen foribeoming on Hodell
Habru's fmie. 'We, the ondersigned. wish o
evpress par grave copcern ghoul this case ami
appral 1o vour o foke immedige steps o
seciere  Hudodll  Bohro's  speedy  release,

Whod wre ibe facis as knowin [o os Wesi
FEuropean sociolisis? Rodolf Balre's wrres
Tilbowed the anncimcement of the pablicadien
al hix book ‘[he aliernacive. Zur Krink des
meal  existierenden - Sozinlismus' by the
Ewropaische Verlagsunsiol, the pahbishinge
Bioviese oowmed by i West £ rermun irsibe aalon
federnthon  [DMGB, and the publication of
severnd imterviews with Bableo by varioos West
Ceerman news micdla,

Could it be that ihis man is an ugent of the
Federul Republic's intelligence service®™ We
have mever heard of ‘imperialise spies’ openly
gnmmimcing their dissident views pml writing
und pubdishing boaks whiclh ihey expect 1

-

F

resadi im el arresl, And the sad Tact |s that
Rudilf Rahra could smd did expect his arreot
[or pmblicisimg his pobirleal views, siwsce all
previous expressions of ony eriticksm of yomr
party s and your governmeni’s policies have
heem met by immeediate police actbirn resaliing
in kg prison semiences oF the expalsion Trom
the Czerman Democrsiic Repubile,

Artiche 20 of the Conmstitution of the GIDE
studes thad ‘Every cidees of (e Germun
emuecralic Bepoblic has, imepective of his
natimmalify, ruee, his philosaphical or reigions
ounvictians, his sncial ofgins and posiiien, the
same righls ond doties, The  freedom  of
comscience sl hellef  pee puaranteed.”

Why wre Budoll RBahrees and others like
Holiert Havemunn sad Wl Riermann then
prevenbed Trom sabmitling their views (o an
apem and demdecralic debate with the sme
rights as are exereised by (e Jeaders und
propugundisis of onr party? Budolf Buho, ol
Use dime of his arrest, was a meinber of (he
SED [und bus been n memiber soce 1452).

The Stotwles of the SED declase that “ihe

WHADS LEFT

Falas . dp per wom Discoay B2 GARNERS STRIKERS sapper | WOMEBEM'E BAY %p-ood 'Bgolilis
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Fa, -

CHERTER

WhHpomioe 5 (Leatesier - Equara)
linen pickst peery Saborday on oo,
a3 Deleed B4, Dovalion srs ung:mll:.' Hunter Hapes Faae Sealizid |
masded as Giie poy i only B2

waes. All d-:na;_ll:-n:- 10 Gomes S5
Tk}

—knitan MY Gche asmiabln Fusher

dein g Ire= Lani o Solingsr, dZ

per
Hm &

1243 | pevaLuTIONARY Bo=maral Teo

organiatiomal strociure of the parly i hased
of The prineaple of deatocrain centralism' und
that “alf parly arEans  are demneraticully
elecled from dhe botiem o the fop® [Clavse
1}, Bad horw can gemabne fnlernal  pariy
tlemascrucy funclinn If pany members have o
lear wrresl before ihey huve an opportandiy: bo
subeimil their criticiams o other porty members,
i they are jaibed. expelled from the purty,
deprived of their Ovelihaods or expeled from
the GIVR For the only “crime’ of holding
erithesl vipws?

We  believe ihat, Tar from  Cdefending
sacialism', such représsive measupes anly serve
Lir dliseredil ond thercfore wesken il in both
Fasi amd West. Sociplism & not only the
natinmulispdion of ibe mesns of prodoction and
A centrally planned ecomnomy ., il isalso a hioher
form of political freedom tham the polliticsl
frecdom even ihe  mosi fikerul  howsrgenis
dlemawracy con offer it working moses,

Ulnless socialism can be seem to mean Lhe
bropdest waorkimp clase democracy, with the
freedom of polltkcal expression, debale and

GRUPDE COMBATES. Slocuasica
Qitap arcoed seeahdloney Marsis
poremamlvias lar Lidin Amedca, sassd
un the rAwepaper Combeie. 1T Way,
7pm atichs LSE. Rose BiA, & | wnd
Cluranly * Building, Lcndan WGE
OAYS OF HOPE, ~ew bookahan of
T Tenwsidn Sccalls] Ceire opona
oft Bal. 13- Muy 4 115 dashgate Pao
RL-L 1 L

CHILE SOLIBARITY Campaig- and
LSE watin Amorica Soclaiy fime, Tues

vou. N heg
Fa. Bratalf

Bight . e

aAnglel 81 Himmingha—

EPANISH LOA comada siafusg =p
[LEs 11} El:ullx' WANEY DoTraIas oo §lay
Wit B tho Susrar
NESGE  BIESLANDE
Frapicdad 1o say eoqing, Tood, & I
plaass. ring
gt e o B R

LEGAL WORKERE “2¢ 4 \Woranss
[t ]
wWElEoman new me™ Sam. Goesaci Gl

arganksation &t all kevels of society, inclading
within thr soclalist and comimunist purties, The
Wesern working clagses will continae 1
prefer bowrgeols democracy a5 the devil i
does knw to sockalism, (be devil W does mo
know, ond dizsidents in Fasierm Enrope will
oumfinue (o ke forced 1o ook o phoney
defenders of hamuan righits such @5 President
Carter in thelr despair over the ohsemee of
meaningful  sockalist democeacy  in ihpir
CEIEmETSes.

Ag & clear Feom  the prinied - pybdence,
Huadolf Bahro weole his ook sx 8 communksi
millanl  committed 1o genmine  socislisg
demracy, We may mot all agree wilh every
magiect of Hphro's views, bot we agree Chai
every  cilieen of the Cerman Democratie
Hepublic shoubd have the night fo forme s or
her own opinion and discoss i freely and
apealy wifh the amihor’s pamicipotion in sacl
2 pubile debaie.

We therelome demand the inmediate relbeme
ol Hudaoll Baliro from prison, (e publcation
of hls book in the GDR, and a - poblic
discnsslon  of * Bls  wews [ the mass
wrpanitatinms, the poliresl portdes and the
mc-kin of yoor caonmniry.

Robin Blackbum

Een Cogles

Tamara auptschar

Farane Fehar

Treaar Qrilfiins

Cuinton Hoors

Agnes Hellai

Tarm Likterick, MP

Denis Macshana [President M|
Ralph Wiliband

Stan Nowens, MP

Tam Maim

Broce Page, Editor Mew Slatesman
E.F, Thompeod

Raymond Williama

WHAT YOU CAN DO T HELP

WE WANT nx mony signarures on thls appeal
us pissible from frude amiomises, Laboor-and
Commuanisl Purfy members end  soclallsi
activists in geperul. We hope L presenil the
“Oypen Letter” and the sizmalores U the Foxi
Cerman  embassy 0 coineide  with  [he
pthlicatinn of Fudoif Bahro'shook in Engliah
this gt wman.

Ve wanl all Socialist Challenge sappariers o
belp gel ar least several Chousand signatures,
starling with your local Laboar M.

Printed appeal forms are availabde from
Bahro Defence, e'o Soclalist Challenge, O
Fox 50, London M1, but you cam prini yeur
owm with the abore signaiures.

Reudlers willing to sigm our uppesl showuld
sigm the form below and return it to s
Iagres that my name shonkd be appended to the
OFEN  LETTER TO  HONECKER,

MAME. ookl

I 1 e sl e ey et o i i TR S Y
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Shallow
coverage

I MUST eriticlse the coverage that
vou have ghven o studest wnion
pokitics over the bt six monthi. It ks
been totally shallow, It has mot
e af the MG,
let alone non-members of the Socialist
Students Alliance fo argue convine-
ingly against ultra vired limitations, to
get elected to conlerence, or 1o coane
10 & personal position on the 35A.
Cuestions thai should bave been
answered  (admitiedly they  should
have been asked!) Include:
ai was the meaning of the
affirmation of NUS's charity staius?
IF it was simply & reaffirmation bow
could the situation be said to have

been changed by 7 What exira |

nes were o be  pail  on
ividual umions 1o enforce mkra
vires? Why have, desplie these
pressures, many colleges - simply
dizregarded ulira virea and remained
in MLIST
What s ultrs vires and what is the
meituli.m.i]hj';latﬂlj defimition of
parymenis W are ‘beyomd our
powers'? Why wasn't i mentloned
that there has never been & coWrt FH0mM
verdict or prosecution of a union said
1o be making ulire vives payments. {1
have h:-ﬁmﬁm dizputes uﬁl‘eﬂs 50TE
have always beedi sefiled out of
court)? I shoukd have been pointed
wit thai the MNUS exscutive was
petting up iself, and individisal union
exscutives 85 interpreters of the law —
awer and above general meetings and
conferences.
Also, is "No Platform” wiire vires? If
it was mmply linked to sutonomy and

the enforcement of the constitution |

mwalh';whr Wl H.Iml:'n'-l‘:ld!
Co the NS executive

conalder expelling WUS Wales simply
30 @5 to  be coaostitutionally

T

[ have foand the answers (o most of
these questions, though they are nod
all clear to me and have often
mim:m late. | did not find these
answers in Socialis Challesge and 100
aoften found them Uhr being
Lefties ; -

Ln short [ da not think that Secislist |

Challenge has done anything (o

u:epnﬂdulnd_rﬂlhtth:nl'-

mwm:um
in n convincing or usable way. |

don't recall any clesr setting outof the |
demands of foumding

document that 55A i based around,
When | walked Inio the MNUS
conference | caw & Socialis

seller, having alresdy resd o copy,
seemed incongrsous 88
there was i it with which be

could sell the paper o am average |
delegate. In contrast Milamt the |

Marnist paper for Labour and
ivisn-Labour students’, had 8 two page
article om the conference!

The reports in SC w0 far have e
writien by people in the know who
think thal evervbody interested in
BSA is also in the know. Thus they
Lsvrite reports that are of interest only

to non-students, People ofien meet |

githon growps ke S8A {panticu-
ml: a5 554 is strong &1 conferemce,
and little known &t grass roois)
through  the . This is an
important rale of the paper, These
people must terefore et something
from ihe otherwise they may
suapect the proup's general

Socialist
Challenge
EVENTS

analysis is just a5 shallow. .
Finally [ would like to say that [£is

mal toee late to answer these questons

— e automomy debate siill rages.

LES HARTOF (Cardiff)

1 &M writkng to you becaaese probably
only Secalksi Chelbenge among (e
leftwing  papers is lkely 1o #vwen
consider publishing this [24ter. Whata
shambles the by-eleciion [n Lambeth
Central was! There were five different
leftwing candidates, Mo wonder the
press and TV made fun of such &
sluation.

Diespite 8 low turmout, and the farce
of mp many compeling befowing

candidates, the revolullonary social- |

ists polbed mearly 900, Let's be kind,
and say ihat only half that number
may hawve been pat of f from voting for
A revalutionary socialist candidale by
such competition. That would have
made some 1300 votes, and wouold
have pui & revolutionary sociadst
candidate third, ahead of the fascist
MF and the Liberals.

To be more realistic, 1 reckon that
for everyone who wvoied for a
revolutionary socialist, an least two
athera were put off and probably
abstalped. | know my mates where [
work had a pood lugh about it

It"s about time the various leflwing
groups made an effort 10 come
together — for elections at beast — if

they really wani to take them
seriously. O are the 3WP, the WERE,
and others only playing some kind of
selliah game, at boosting their
he TG

The is i be pruised for its more
sensible, B and  serious

thai Soctaliss Unity candidaies
usually come oul &t the top of the
leftwing  candidates.  Cordinary
Labour woters and trade unlon
militants want unity in sction at least,

L MILLER (Marwich)

Reply on
Brixton

SINCE [ now fecd like the most |

battered  jourpalist  simee Carl
Gardner, the ime has come (0 Aagger
back into the dag and fry to defend
mysell. 1"m going 1o lese aside punk
and aly — since those were rather &

Inutiﬂm: Agn — and concentrale on
i

imsu

Davidsom's better in last week's |

.

First, my feature on Brixton was
based on Pairdy extenzive inderviews
with local ple aml my own

experience — I've Bved in the area for |

weveral years, 5o any misiakes were
nol those of an oursider writing about
what he thought he ought ta see, but
were based on misconceptions of
peophs in the area

Are Brston people proud of where
they Gve? Mick 1 not, My
imterviewess sald the opposite. More
importantly | was trying to reflect the
oppasithon fedt by most blacks atl the
{abortive) aitempis of Lambeth
Councll to disperse the black

| COFUEERLY .

BMITH
Challenge group L]
Thursday of the Albat lon o olt

# uriihar adnmmation  rom D31-236
i

YORKSHIRE

MANCHESTER Gouisilal
meale Girer

Fremaliarn

&lso  ovdilabie drpm Harrisoss
inewsagesd] in Linthedgs Singo.

F.30gem In 51 Haleea inn, Vincenl
Hireal. Al auppaiters wokcoms, Mael
mestrg, 10 say and farnighaly

“viou CRUEL MANX BASTARDS BERTING KiDS, HHF
DoNT YOUu COME INTO THE 20T CENTURY

Is there &  visibdle wsgn of
homels=ness In Hri_.:;;-:ln'i' ‘r'r;:ﬂjdur:il
hiave to see poople with empty rotls
under thelr arm, Mick. Just book at the
empay hoses!

Omn the more imporian political
point | admit thar | was {partially}
wringg. Along with most of Socialisi
Unity I onderestimated the lntent —
or not &0 latent — racism in the white
working  class. The substantial
Mational Front wvole and the high
swing to the Tories indicated this,

But 1 stick by ithe political
pssessmenil which  anderlay  my
ar . That ls, thar the Mational
Froai 1s not generally able to recmiil

among the white in
heavily black areas iends o draw
its support. from inantly white
areas on the frnges of like
Brizton. - 1 think that true
despite the NF vode,
It alss remalns Lrse that, despite the
ol the anti-MF pickets
diuhlﬂhulmﬁmu i firss
tagk Brixzon i= to fake wp the

varipus forms of stafe racism vi'h'u:h

people’s everyday  lives:
mim conirols,  nationality
proposals, police harassment and o
on

That was what the article said and |
stand by L

RICHARD CARVER {Lanbeth)

J ADAMS and 5 Bell {SC, 20 April}
are mistaken in thinking that the
Mationzl Undon of Baibwaymen i

for the expubion of  all

| branches -and distric

coarcils
reiterating the unkon's complece

abborrence of the anb-union policies |

of the National Fromt and other
raciallst orgenisations which seck (0

| diside workers on the grounds of

card-holding MF members From the |

wndomn,

The executive commilies (whichis a
ank and filke body Dot a
“urepucracy') made the fofllowing
decision, warth repeating in its
enfirety:

*That we [mstruct the peneral
pecrelary L0 issue a circular to all

Wieralow Rd. el aen Beeiiml WALES

Challengs Babwans 11.30am and 1pm

al Moss Bdoe MEIE antre of  FWANSEA Socialial Ciallssps group il
Lomgalght  Markot, anicn - R mesis ey Oihor W al

17am-1 g,

s msst

T A5Em-1 pm. Further wdommion of
ool - acilvites Fom T
Anglgsasfd Wisenhos

BAESHTON Sockalie] Challengs salid
guizly or Seiumdaya al iha Open
Ao,

COLCHESTER Boolsllet Challsngi

race, colour, or creed,

"We further instruct the pemeral
secretary that any case or cases of
officers or members  who o acl
inconsisienddy with the duties they
owe Lo [he unson and iis members who
this respect. or  whoe uwse their
membership or wniod  activity to
further the racialist policies of the
Motional Fromt, be  immediately
placed before us under Rule 3 Clause
%! [This rule provides for disciplinary
action against members icluding
mgpﬂnuu:l.

o in fact, the NUR decision bas
more similarities with the proposals
of Bell and Adams, with the emphasis
being on- fascists who are
pursuing MF policies on the railways.
AT the present a blanket
expulsion of all [ would be
counier-productive: the issoe would
be presented by the bourgeois press &
one of trade unlon “cyranmy’ versus

| Mamchesier Ddstrbed

agrinst’ FAckst nelivity. A circular was
isssd o branches, bl o likely to
reach only a small propoftion of the
total mesnbership.

What lg urgently required is B united
campaign against racism and fascism
by the thres teil upmions — MWLIR,
ASLEF, TS5A, The Front fesls on
the racist feeling prevalent in Some
sections of the indoastre: 1L 18 Uese
prejudices which seed ackling and
CFETEOMIENE.

FAUL SELYESON (Secretary, MUK
Coumdl

Ignoring
the facts

IM Sacistis Chalbenge (20 A pril 1978)
v carried a story by one Dave Bailey
about the pleket of the WF mutirﬁ in
Briztod dutiog the recent by-eleclion
in Lambeih  Cemtral. You  gtare
elsewhere  in the paper thar
"Substantial sections had o be Jaid
out in advance [becanse of the)
conference . of the [oremational
Mirzist Group,'

Fluving read the story of the mcket 1
can oaly adsume that it too was kald
ot i advance. Indeed it contsins a lle
of massive proportions. :

1 therefore, in all fairoess, waied
for a correctiomn Lo appear o the
following week. Desplie a story by

Bob Penningion on the campaign no
| ‘such correction & red. This is
despite the fact that Pennington

indivicual liberty {as indeed it already |

has), and could easily provide a
Eﬁr;:admfnuwih:h—‘mmmlnatﬂm

The backpound of the MNUR"s
decizion wis the activity of 8 shadowy
group called the ‘Mational Front
Raitwaymen’s  Asociation” which
seerns Lo have a small fellowing in the
London area, Most of s acivily ap
to now has been peddling its wsanl
racist filth and mounting obscene
attacks on Jong standing trade union
activists. The executive decided io
take action Following  several
complaints from branches and disinicd
counals,

Blow Far does the decision take the
trade uplon movement in Hghtng
raclem? It cenminky represenis a sep
forward: we con expect other unions
to thke similar acticn against fascist

activity. Alss, il further legitimises |

theanti-racist work being dooe on the

railways at depot level. :
However, it falls well short of its

stated intention to ‘rake o siromg lHne

Pl o,

LONDON

frcim
Bioiw 80, Landan bl ZPX

Delaile Fomimn, el mimmbing,

trom  Sbewm, 1

Abigai  Sirs

My, TG0

BRAEMT Sociallat {Hll!‘r
Mizn

I.
i

claimed -an Intimace knowledge of
said campaign,

Lt the article in the same lssue you
atate ‘the Labour Party, including the
LPYS were nod pretent”. Well g5 a
Laboisr Party member who  was
indeed present | can atate ibat | saw o
wery large number of noy lellow
mernbers. Indesd looking round the
pleket the most obvios badge was
‘Yore Bogues® and the miask
obvious badge was “Yode Tillsy".

Indeed I saw &t the picker the
Lombeth Cenieal Labour  Party

Chairperson Mary  Mewitt, the
:m:lﬁ:: John Tilley and the agent

Gieorge  Catchpaole

anedy  MAny
others incloding many of the counel
candidazes from th
Lambeth. Indeed vou may not know,
ginge yoir were 8 your Conference,
that the LPYS had & day of action 15
April and after '@ moming in the
constitvency the LPYS generally
came down 1o the pickel in the
afber oo,

Indeed 1 would say that about a
third of the pickeis were Laboar Party
SLPYS, | would also aay that the siee
af the whode picker was nowhere near
[ 500 bul thar fact is incidental, s it
moL?

I ks of course possible that vou
chiose to ignore these (acts as they do
not tie in wilh your preconceptions
aboul politics in Lamberh Central,
Another fact worth mentioning is that
Lambeth Central Labour Pary s
affiiated 1o the All Lambeth
Anti-Racist Movement {MI_-HU-'I]._l
miinsl ey that printing lies ig a (actic
ihat hetps the movement generally not
ar all.

I hope that your rwill have a
truthinl policy and as perc of that
trath poley will make sure that it

| stories tie in with the facts oot your

s Boous spome of  Ralorm
Borpel) mach Satorcsy, 118m-2pm.
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THE ART world is obscure and
elliisi. Uindil recemily w»@&cumiEs
formubist  wbstrsctiosn  still
dominaled as (he leading siyle
promated by @ muling dass ‘en-

lightened” enough e allow
artisis the “frecdom” in pidrsee
their ipivindities. writes PALL
RUSSELL.

Those Tew  -amiss who

atternpded 1o Tekate thedr work
o their social situption wers
cither lgnored or wers comsider
el 1o hove abused that givem
fresdom

In the lasi year & aumbser of
artizts and & gioup knowe as
the “swocanl drivies  {inclading
socialist Challenge supporier
Peter Fuller) hove atiacked. the
complacent ac-world 1 serees
of articles, debates, and exhibi-
T

One of the eritkes, Richard
Cork, has now arrdnged an

imprinnt exhibition of social |

st artisis At the Serpentine
Gallery i Londone Cork has
sedected artisis whose divers
fied approach (o crealing ioe-
mbst arl shows  wiexpecied
posaimliies,

Abthough assembled for dis-
play n a gallery space, each of
the  exhubited  projects  was
designed for ourdoor, commu
nsty, schonl or trade union pur-
s

DOCUMENTARY

Comrnd Arkinson ie exhabit
ing documentary  evidence
aboust 4 man who workesd lor
paly ine moaths 16 the asbes-
ok indusiry 36 vears ago, and
hias mow died a5 @ result of this
wiork [rome-a partscularly un-
pleasant lung diseass,

Copies of his medical record,
corresponbence | belween  has
widow and the comgrany [or an
wnsnereisiof dain Tor compen-

;'_FE:"J |

[ ol i) -

b 3 o e

g i

. o

-

-WEUH thaas miarals of constructlon workers ba oul of plece ina company board I'-0HT 7

aAtEon, company - idverlise-
menls on the safely of asheilos,
all. are arranged &3 & _case
histary aloag o wall,
Suspend ar different
hieipkiss are plastic bags contain
ing raw or finished ashesios
products. In the conlext of the
unfaolding drama, these bags
mighi he token lor the lurid
syvitlence ina murder trsal — 2%
mideed they are.

Peter Dunn and  Loseioe
Levson have heen comductag 8
paster and vided campaign o
save Berhenl Greew and orher
hixspitals [roon closiare, Using
pholsmontage similar 1o Peter
Kenpard™s work in Sociukis
Challewge. Dunn and Legion
create and nedapi their posters i
quick responze 1o the shifting
tactics of the authdritice — &
giezrille ar which shoukd - he
nsik moreallen.

The lalivpron Schoods Envir

onmenial Project 5 dispiaying
ithe designs  submitied by
childresn 1o brighien up i
sehood walls, plus phoios ol the
cxciting play structures  they
desipned For their plavgrounds.
Gier wour children o agicate for
thivinevery school!

QUESTIONS

i 3 more intimale level,
Slephen Willats organised nn
pxercise in political conscious
mess rasiing Among M or s
residents [tom Perivale, Thess
willivteers  nnswersd  weeklv
sefs of questinns
thelr comments — of PALLETNS
of social relationships, from
authpritzrian  (emplover o
employes) 10 Co-pperative
{spros [0 SpoilsE),

The exercize is complex, But
e cvidenr suooess among the
participenls proves thar  ar

g added |

need  ma be  sinplstc or
parrenising Lo be wndersiood
b mome et bl

SATIRICAL

Finally, two examples of 1he
in:ma.\ingihﬂﬂtlulﬂr miral art.
Travid ingingron asd
Desnond Rochfort are shoa-
pig sketohes and muodels of thelr
farpe  murals wnder  the
Westway Nvover a0 Roval Cak.
Sany of the murals now being
done are pusded by the local
inhabitants  and reflect the
coneeriys, but the Royal Oal
murals  poriTay  angnymons
wi bk conditions.

Biriningion has done & quasi-
satiricn] mural aboul office and
white-onllar work aned
Rochfiort & wkilfull sulogy to
cunstrsction workers.

Rochfort's painting 1 social-
jen realist; byt represmiational

painting &5 85 capable ol s
anderstanding  reality  as
absrract paimting and
Rochifort's mural illustraies
this  dilemme, Virdually * the

! whole mural could bave been

painied in the boardroom of a
big constiactian company: the
directors would then own. an
image Hlustrating she labout-
power  commasdity  of  their

LE

workers — which 1hey alsg
owT| :
Where to see |t

Arr far whom? is ol (ke

serpenting Callery, kensingion
Park until 14 Muy, Open dally
Ibam-Tpm. Admigsion free. 72-
puge catalogue wiih siztenents
£1. There will be sm wpen
discussbonl  with sebector amd
exhibdiors on Sumalas 14 My @l

dpm. Tel; F1-402 6175,

Takeft like aman, ma’am

Sex roles insids

MALE DOMCTOR (o husband: “(ze1 her a dog; women
of her age often feel superfluons.” JANE CLARKE
reviews Takeitlikea Man, Ma'aam.

By amsking  the  ceacral
characier a woman in ker Tifties
whit i5 cxpeibencing her : meno-
peizse, this film deals with the
pditics of Female seaality in a
serions and ponsensalional way
— pnlike the recent spate- of
film ' elosses  which bave
exphii ed the 'we are csamining
femabe sexoality” nileresd,

The subypact 15 also tmportant
in eecitis ol e women's
maveinent s emphasis that ils
copcerns should: be relevant o
awoanenn of all nges,  The
wi-puinute film was made
cotirely by women, the Buamh
Red Sisters Coblecrive, whi are
Zotive in 1he WA 4
movement in Denmark

IMMACULATE

We are dhown . & woman wlio
e Lol superiluno: because
leer sole arers of scticn @ 4il
inmacuinre Nt and a hustand
L3 SEFVICE

Tuke i1 like o Man. Maam
opens - owith geendes of  her
mauniing ITUSTATOR, EREm
plitted au boe hestarsd's o lice
marky  wlare  she semiply
el besniise women &l
wilematienily excluded rom
el ACTIoUN  ConyYer sl and
sty ton nld 5o LI
[Terrin g srakes

1 Hiaever

LB 1 s 1R e e ]

came 1l

reziselc 1his
il ks asing
jagdn=nn - which: miahkee
Fegin L csanbne e e
rotless, and anlicides

s

ie

The film  mtoves . oul i
encu pass al aspects of female
Qppfeision — cconontic, social
arnd sexual — and it dess thisin

“avery funny and. effecrive way

by swilching friom irs  realis

micide tnte Tancasies of the 'if

only things were Lbe olher wiay
o’ Eype,

REVERSAL

There is sl orewversal - of
seanal robes Tor the ceaniral
section ol the lilm willy man as
fomekeeper, Socrelary,  sex
vhjecl — and ' very funmy,
All e detacls are there, anad
Usis ok (o de-naturnlise and
make sreanpge the most every
dav oppressions which are
usgally &0 - normal® as o be
invisibis,

P exarnple. Thire &5 4 sceime

|im & ulfeee willl Wodnall a8
|

lmering  eseculive,  1laan
-
st 21 tachine,
Afes rhe dinvfe wark, the

aomicn step oul briskly oo
their waitine cars, unlefered
b shoppine and. worries. The
men, howeyver, sland palientiy
il the hdas aup o or cedle ol
idert wish plalic carnies. bags,

Thwe remalasaition o ST shes
dilleremee ol coonomic  poawer
M ST TS WOITEn A meEm

i one with ihpacr in thes
NG seent

Take i Mke @ ¥oun, Ms' am
charpeshnck s realist i
[/ IS 3 S L U T LT it o

winiere o reliises Lo like e

har  dacrir

givior . of
husbapnd, and seeks employ
micnl raiher than o posodle. AL

]

her workplice  she  boooes
invaived in = eirike;oand is
respomgibile for perscading the
altice wonpen 1o suppors |heir
staters in the facuorys Tor which
shie s sacked,

I hissecrianis a bn labaared,
but it e taive OO
iIm o ek, ds when we

see her linclung & poboonly wieh
reiel difhicaily” Degatiss of her
a sy poik-ahissr

1id
tiaz which faces older women
brwizes Co pELun I Lo soors
Take it dike n Maj. Mo s

diE

digieibured . by The (krher
Clacma. which Is making it
avalbabile 1o women”s wrsups &l
the reduced roge of £25. For
afher graugs the e Tee is £4,
Pusiers wre sopplieed, b rom:
The (kther Cinearin, 12708 Lirnle
Sspwper] =ireel, London Wil

Takimg up the discesddon of
Dennfe  Power's TV serdes
Pemmics from Heaven, | would
like 1o dilfer considera®ly in
emphzsiv with the  review by
Sally Feidman (& Aprill. 1
Finzizd 0l 2f  hemaristic
platitudes  which in oo way
came o wnips with  the
sipnificance ol Pollers plays as
programmes working  within
the confines of mas TV
prsclice.

T s tlecre 18 n ceniral
reasan why this exiraondinory
seties 15 one of the maosi radicasl
i politeal we have ever seci
o TV —irarempied in a small
way (o be subversive, hWdh at
the level of contenl ied LN 1Erms
of the structare of the medinm
jhsell

Thiz is rare an TV, Fed as we
pre on an wnremitiing diel ol
nasuralisa, [vem  Crossooails
oy [huys of Hope,

DISRESPECT

What Potter altempted, m
alwavs succesalielly, bl with
courpgesus disrespect for the
conventions af TV “foems’, was
a Friful éntlisien berasen the
meepted - mgde  of 0 TY
maturslisem o drama and The
19304 nrustcal, ina way which
wia Laroughly disoriensing.
He recogrissd rhat b foeele
155, to matke wy slop dhorl dikd
regesess ner accepied caleporios
sy ol viewiite Welevision,
is anindispemable clement of &
rdict] TV praciiss.

141 the procests al juxiaposing
s pw Farmme, Desinia Poties
cybeerred the mesnimg ol botly,
e thar  we: were  forced o
reasssss thespecilic wavs Lzl

T wor iilen - onsimicts - A
parficalar “redlits’. [or pur
marmatly - passise gazes The
meeilimm - al-TY. In B cerein

BENSE, TUCEINIC '.'!'.."I" — ather
han adidei or fransparenr, i
soipanmals W wers Farced ca

i gl TV, rathe

Rare coinage

Im shert, what the  series
aupgested — a5 any genuinely
materiakise, revalutionary

drama must do — were real

uestions nhosd che noture ol

the fancrioning of the meadium

irs=lf, naol merely IS aprsarent |

oomieni_ 4
Huow specifically - was  this
achigved?

s the sintple echnigoe” of
remoying - gongs and . dance
seguences  from archelypal
winplan’ 1940k musicals  {in
their original Form SAme
voices and  recordines) and

inserting.  them commplezety
sartificinlly’ inte tragic and
OpprEssiee  Milwamons  where

they dufn'l really *fi' — rhos

pndermbiing the associnfions |

which such  tunes

carried.

In the contexts in which those
lsapselul “sunshine” sones could
lege been previouly Fowand {the
inusical, generafly) they would
have  eonventionably © helpad
carfy  the “achon 1o s
inewitable, happy, non-conira-
dicror: conclusiom.

Here ‘on- the other  hard,
localsl o they were as part of
the churmcters digain worlds —
n o coleclive  UCONSCiDUS,
temnpararily  ‘esternalised”
they largels conoadicted the
rifoad a5 sl evinlwad

noxrmally

Yot af e same ime ns this
process  helped “subuert’  the
meEanings of s twa ebemenis, i
algo wuctesded a0 eraderlinim
ihe  specifie | brudality Coan
oppressiveness of the seclal
situation during the Depreizlon
In which the characbers Were
locnred. 1 olid this by revealing
the gap between theeir desires
the hopes and helr  foare

prospecis
Curiously 1 wns the scenes

whepe Poiner tried o use the
gy in . omost  overily
‘eafivical” monner  fie.  wlth

ostensive palitical intent) which
wece least successiul,
Song anal plot then bagan (o

dirzzile complement  cach
acther in & mbonal, COnYens-
ional maamer — 4 DEW

cobierence of "harmony” was
eslablishied, whees productive
contradictioat and ‘disincation’
betwedn the slemenis  was
suppressed For the sake of
immedinre polemical meaplng~

Penmies froerm Heaven was by
ne menans peclect. Ha tech-
nmiiees were in A real sonse very
‘muoderale’ cermainky in
berems ol oiuch radicad fitm o
(T praclos.

Bt far 1Y of this kimd, in
this stluatiog, i represenis a
reml  atep o forward  which
nopelully will open the ideas of
fany socinlists Ly the direction

Mo, 2 out now, Special 40 page issug wilh]

Alaln Krivine, Chris Harman, Devid Widgery
and Tariq Ali on May "68.
Plus part two of David Edgar on socialist
theatre; nuclear power; news analysis.
film and book reviews and mora.
35p (inc. post) from Socialist Review,
PO Box B2,

=0

that “palitical” ielvision
should rake
CARL GAHRDNER

Londoen EZ.
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When the Zionisi srmy invaded Lebanon, Socialist
Challenge carried many piclures which illusirated the
scale of destruction. In a recent dixcussion with a
Lebhanese militunt, [ finally came (o eoderstand the
human suffering which even the camern had been
unable (o capture. This article is taken from that
discussion, writes NIGEL WARD.

The frst point [
‘ would make is

sbout the Syrian
Army, Before the laraeli attack
jhey were everswhere o
Beirud, When they [brsi arrived
they had checkpoints every few

“hmmdred moetres!

tislributing blankels and the
progressive forces were unable
1o mobilise popular suppor,
wr they foo eould do Biccbe.

The Iscackis -~ had . always
shelled  southern  Lebanon
when the Palsstinimns  onder
iook Oy action, oo siEe

March for Palestine 13May

THE TRAGEDY
OF LEBANO

While Lebason bhels,

| Finnist movemeni  celehrobes

thirly wears of Jsrael’s exisi-
cnoe — Ihree deeades of war,
murdes and oppresien.

The alm of Fionme s B0
eacligsbvely . Jewish  state In
Palesiime,

This hus meant expuksion of
the Palestiniam Arahs and - 2
never ending conflicn bebween
ihe Tsrach state and those it hus

But after the invasion, with [-how smoll souphl 10 oppress. :::],_ the
thit caception of o small group Ez]wﬂ!' ol 1:3 :: .,"_:r
at the airport, the Syrians | BODIES onlst state will make possible

disappeared from the sirecis,

People came runmng o
Beirul Froan the south. They
wornld try 10 find lost relntives
whilsl looking for somewhers
1o stay. ‘Well over & hundregd
thousand refugees, Lhal’s one
tenth of the Lebanese po
lntion, came 1o the Moskem
half of Beirwl.

Meithey [he 5!.'!'1!315 WoT the
governmicni did much o help

the relugpess: they were forced | atlacked, they hid in mosgues : vitally lmporiant.
1] wn.m:ll-:f from one place 1o | and schools, :ra: they feli- sure | cweryhing: ther jost want 1o | 71 wes among these people | poapl lation as a social clats While the Hiomisls ry (o
another for shelter thie fsraclls woold recogmise | ges i of  the southern | thid  the mosl  imporiand in shorl, the Zionists have | mender Lebunom, join  the
ihese a5 mon-millimry. places | peasanis, - radicalisations had  acmired, &uuurﬂi;m,thw:,uu. . _Jup b
DROWNED and would thersfore not 2itack Reactionarles ke Kemal | Alongsiée their national aspi- | e no rapid “ur]:j_.ﬂt'ljl'l‘dF'iI\fI"ﬁ‘
them,,.over |00 people were | Asad, the ader of the | tafons, n clas cousciouspess | healing of  these F N LA NS,
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