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THE DEPUTY LEADERSHIP slection marks a

watershed for the

labour. movement.

The

whole of the Labour left’s energies were
mobilised in the struggle to commit the af-
filiated organisations to voting for Benn.
Sacialist Challenge wholeheartedly sup-
ported this campaign, although we had no illu-
sions about the significance of Benn bsing
glected as deputy leader or in the policies he

argued for.

But we saw the campaign as an encrmous
opportunity to take the issues facing the move-

ment —

disarmament,

zocialist economic

strategy, workers® democracy, unemployment
and the fight to get rid of the Tories — into all
the organisations of the Labour movement

Egpeciallv the unions.

“"Benn may have been
defeated by the narrowest
of margins;-bul Lhe strug-
gle for socialist advance in-
_side the party-i% nol finish-
ed.

Thatcher’s govern-
meril is wreaking havec eén
the British sconomy and
souiely. A OEW,  even
deeper, slump faces us in
1982, This is leading to a
complete change in all the
ald political certaintics.

The present collapse of
the stock market shows
how far the British bosses
are losing confidence in
Tharcher. Dunng the next
period ‘we can expect this
political crisis to resultina
bogst for the  Social
Democratic Party, as the
Tories stab one another in
the back.

More and mors the on-
Iy way out of the crisis liss
in _promoting a8 bold
sociplist alternative to the
working ¢lass movement.

All the empty calls for
‘unity’ and ‘an end 1o con-
flict’ inside the Lahour

Party are worthless, They
amount to a call for the
Ieft 1o give up ‘the long
struggle for democracy,
accountability and
socialist policies, which is
the

the only hope for

CONFERENCE
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fahour  movement o
fighting  for a socialist
alternartive.

The temporany sireng-
themng of the SPP, in-
cludipg the imevitable
defection of more Labour
MPe, should nol weaken
anyonec's nerve, The tactic
of the right wing and the
Labour burcaucracy  will
Be to put the pressure on
hoth from inside and out-
side the party. We should
nol submit to their black-
mail.

How should the left
pursue i1s campaign in the
coming months? First.
there should be no iflue-
gions abpul where power
in the British labour move-
ment lies — the deputy
leadership campaign. has
demonstraced that vividiy.
The key levers have been
hield by the rank and fife of
the gignt industrial unions.

Bul while Benn's vote
in the constitugncies and
among MPs was high, the
vote for him in the unions
was: disappointing. The
key task now is to huild
support for left policies
and leaders inside the ma-
jor unions.,

Linking together thec
different “wings of the
movement over Lthe next

Women demand

manths: won'l just be a
question of campaigning
for democracy, however,

As alwavs, the decisive
backdrop 1o the outcoms
of the struggle in the
unions and rhe labour
movement will be the class
strugele itsell.

If the labour maove-
ment  doesn’t  respond
vigorously  to  rockeling
uncmployment and That-
cher's atfempt Lo UNpPOse &
fouir: per cenl ceiling on
puhlic sector pay, 1he
resulting  demoralization
will only benefit the right
wing and the SDP.

n thar sensc therefore
there should be & ‘turning
onrwards’ towards these
struggles, Doubtless,
many lefl wing resolutions
will be passed by the
Labour conference.

But the next step for
the Labour left includes
oreanising gotion on disar-
mament, unemployment,
pay, women rights, and so
forth to make thase vic-
tories more than symbolic.

The best chance of en-
suring a Labour govern-
ment commuitied to social-
ist policies wounld be Lo
kick the Tores out before
the next general election,

. But stepping up the ac-
tion doesn’t mean aban-
doning the fight inside the
party. The fight for re-
selection of Mi's hostle Lo
party policy, and [or new
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debate on positive action

democratic demands in-
eluding the direct election
af the shadow cabinet by
conferenve — as wall as
for other socialist policies,
such as on Iretand, should
also continue.

All this requires organ-
isation. In-the unions the
new rise of Broad Leftfor-
mations should be deepen-
ed. [nside the Labour Par-
ty itself it wonid be the
height of foolishness to
wind down such [orma-
tions as the Rank and File
Mobilising Committec on
the grounds that their task
iz mow somehow “‘complet-

In the hear of the b
battles to come Lhere wi
he a templation also to
regard  1he debate on
policy and ‘strategy as
secondary 1o securing the
lefti’s viciory, This would
be a big mistake,

The next general efec-
tion could produce a left
Labour government. Even
if ‘il produces an: SDPE
government, it is certain
that the SDP° has no
answers to the crisis. In
this decade we are almost
ceriainly going {o'see, for
the firsr time, a Labour
government led by the left
wing.

The Labour left must
assume its responsibilities
1o ensure that such a
government opens up the
way to socialism,

-

eft...continuing
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STOCK MARKET
INCHAOS

By Paul Lawson

OVER £20,000 has been wiped off share prices
over the past week. What does it mean for the

system and for ordinary people?

Many causes have been
put forward, including the
shimp an Wall 5t {accor-
ding to some the result of
the predictions of an eccen-
tric tipster) the increase in
American mntersst rates, or
a ‘normaul re-adiustment’
due to the rise in share
prices earlier in the sum-
mer.

Droubtless there is some
truth in the poinl that LIS
interest rates have been ris-
ing and this has an in-
evitable =pin off on the
British’ stock marker and
the rest of the world’s
financial cenrres. Bul the
pssenice of the maller s
more disturbing for British
capitalismi.

The stock market over
the past two weeks has
been registering its lack of
confidence in (he Thatcher

government’s econamic
policies, and it5  deep
depression  both ar  the

state of company profits
and the future prospects af
the economy.

Muost observers fully

expect that there will be
anothér recession i 12
months time. The upshot
i5 that fewer and fewer

ople have any €on-
idence that their in-
vestments will yield pro-
fits, aad . stock prices
therefore slump.

The decline " in stock
market prices is closely
linked tothe rise in interest
rates, This will mean more
expensive credit facilities
of every kind, including
bank overdraughts and a
sharp rise m  morieage
rates.

The latter is beginming
oy hit working class people
particularly hard, Accor-
ding to some reports the
first wave of morigage
defaults is beginning 10
take place, and 1his is
deeply worrying for the
building societies. I is
likely to lead in Lhe
medium term to a-drop in
property values.

The slump is going 10
make thipgs worse both

for the government and in-
dustnaf companiss.
Lower-than-expected  tax
revenues will increase the
government’s need o bot-
row, That 1s going to push
up interest ralcs S¥en more
and add to iniflation. Pro-
mized Lax culs are fot go-
ing to be made.

The situation will get
progressively worse for
companies, with money
cven harder to come by.

Bank loans will be
mure expensive, and it will
be much more difficult to
raise. money from &
depressed stock markel.
Capital investment will
decrease and more com-
panies will go bankrupt,

Every capitalist crisis
leads to attacks on work-
ing people. Asa result of
thiz present decling in the
stock market everyone is
going Lo be worse off.

Mothing could be more
absurd, that the jobs and
livelihood of millions is at
the mercy of the moods
and whims of a few hun-
dred bowler-hatled Tools.
But = that's  the .way
capitalism works.

Phato] Jeram
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thefight
TonyBenn

By Tessa van Gelderen, reporting from

Brighton

SUNDAY NIGHT at Brighton saw the most
extraordinary victory for the left of the Labour
Party. By a margin of less than one per cent
Tony Benn failed to become deputy leader.
The closeness of the vote surprised
everybody. given the decision of the public
employees union to vote for Healey. The
margin of the defeat was less than the vote of5
MPs. Those who abstained have a lot to

answer for.

The result shows clearly that _this is not a
victory for Healey or the right wing and t_hmr
policies. Michael Foot and the shadow cabinet

...+ have collaborated with Healey throughout the

campaign. The final vote was in fact a maash{a
vote of no confidence in the present leadership

and its policies.

The growing onposi-
tion to this right wing
leadership Was
demonstrated throughout
the first day of the con-

ference. The successful
reference back of the Con-
{erence Arrangements

Committee report on the
agenda to allow the debate

Michael Foot openly en

on positive discrimination
was ane indication.

l';%lh[

Sid

The failure by
wing stalwards
Weighell and Bill Sirs to
get onto the enda a
discussion on updating the
bans and proscriptions
was another,

But the result of the

dorses right wingd

Tony Benn:

election showed that the
campaign for socialist
policies has not been taken
deep enough into the trade
unions. Benn failed to
organise a strong enough
fight.

Such a fight is essential
if the left is to go forward
from this conference. It
cannot be wan on techni-
calities or by manocuvring
for this or that vole,

Benn ‘and his . sup-
porters are right Lo pownt
to the campaign of vilifica-
tion which has been laun-
ched “against ‘them, par-
ticularly by the press
harons.

Of course Benn is right
when he said immediately
after the result “When Roy
Jenkins lost at Warr-
ington, Fleet St hailed it as
a great victory. We must
recognise that what we've
achieved today is a great
victory?®,

But the press will never
be an the side of the work-

—

ing class, Benn hegins to
get it right when he said:
*If we are going Lo win this
fight, we ﬁave to take the
fight out Lo the people, on
to the street corners and
build factory branches’.

But wéihuutda l;an;;-
paign o and actively
sup rlﬂfg.t & struggles of
WOrkers in their
waorkplace, Benn's cam-
paign will not have the
wholehearted backing of
the working class.

Lead

And it is thar backing

alone that will make the
editorials emanating from
Fleet. 5t not worth the
paper they're written on.
The next few months
are crucial not simply for
the success or fatlure of
Benn if he decides to stand
again next year, but for the
willingness ' of the trade
unions to take on  this
govVernment,
Faced with double at-

HOUDIN Awiap (030Hd

Rﬂs is a victory for left’

“them. =52,

tack from Heseltine and
Tebbil, workers will be
looking for a lead from
their tops in both the rrade

unions and the Labour
FParty.
-
Action
It is not enough

therefore for Benn to say
that we should pul more
‘pressure’ on the trade
union leaderships,
Waorkers need maore
than ‘pressure’ to fight the
massive, altacks facing

Az Ken Livingstone
said after the deputy vole,
“The Tcr{" government
must be brought down
before the next Labour
Party conference by in-
dustrial action.

Dennis - Skinper  said
garliecr “in ° the  day
‘Remember Upber Clyde
Shipbuilders, remember
the Industrial Relations
Act, remember getting the
dockers out of Penton-
ville, thai’s what we need.
It doesn’t all happen at
Brighton.'

Decision

As Alex Kitson said
from the chair after the se-
cond ballot was announc-
ed ‘I hope we can gel on
with ‘the test of the
husiness “now". But the
battle inside the Labour
Party iz still not wonn.

The Mational Execu-
tive decision on wheo con-
trole the manifesto 1s an in-
dication of thal. That vote
was 12 all, with Neil Kin-
nock, Joan Lestor suppor-
ting the nighit wing and
Judith Harl casting the
deciding volc. =

Similarly  the decision
on the NEC not to make
Labour MPs more ac-
gountable to party paolicy.

As  Dennis  Skinner
said, *When I was clected
onio the NEC 1 was look-
ing for those lefl wingers
dominating it. It's not too
easy to find them.’ _

Tonv Benn’s campaign
has staried that process, (o
get a2 Labour governmnt
committed 1o socialist

olicies, That fight now
gas to be raken into the
whole Labour movement.

jioyaipy Awatap opid

COMMITTED T0 SOGIALIST POLICIES
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Who stands
for
democracy?

FOLLOWING the resuit of the deputy
leadership ballot, the right wing of the par-
ty wers calling in unison for a change in
the electoral college method of electing
the leader and deputy leader. Instead,
argued Duffy, Varley and Healey, & ‘one
person, one vote’ system, including postal
votes, should be introduced in the Labour
Party and the unions.

The furore over democracy has been
heightanead by the resultof the ballot in the
Transport Warkers union. A majority of
the branches voted for Healey, the ex-
gcutive recommended a vote for Benn,
and the delegation ended up voting faor
Silkin on the first round.

The TGWU further compounded the
confusion by adopting differeant methods
of consulting the membership in different
ragions.

What kind of democracy is that is the
popular refrain of the right wing?

Mess

Thae mess which the TGWU got itselfin-
to was a direct result of the refusal of the
lsadarship of the union to aliow a vote on
the deputy leadership gquestion at the
union's biennial conference. This would
undoubtedly have resulted in a vote for
Benn,

This is the highést body of the union,
tha most representative. and above all one
where there can be a discussion of the
issues at stake.

Healey gave the game away when he
said last Sunday he prefarred postal ballots
‘away from the razzematazz of con-
ference’ — ia away from discussion,
debate and under the influance of the
media.

Socialist Challenge believes that thea
most democratic way for unions to decida
who to vote for in the Labour Party is the
same way that they decide anything else
— through their national conferences.

The ‘one person, ona vote' argument
hangs uneasily on the lips of people like
Duffy, whosa AUEW didn't discuss the
deputy leadership guastion outside the
ranks of their executive.

Defense

Healey and Hattersiey say that votes at
conferences, whara averyone can see who
is woting for what, are open to ‘intimida-
tion” from the left.

But free debate and open accountabili-
ty mren‘'t intimidatory. What intimidates
tha rank and file of the labour movementis
the day-in-day-out vilification and slander
from the press and television against the
Iaft.

The only defanse against this intimida-
tion is precisely that the issues are able to
be dizcussed out in front of those who are
going ta vote. The same applies insida the
CLPs. where the discussions inside tha
GCs should not be replaced by the
pressure of the media.

Tha result of the ballots inside NUPE
and the TWGU bore the very obvious
marks of the impact of the media. i

In NUPE, the executive ignored its
rasponsibilities and refused to make a
recommendation to the membership.
despite the fact that it was Dennis Healey
as the last Labour Chancellor who
repeatedly kicked the public sector
workers in the teeth. Tha result of NUPE's
axacutive's irresponsibility was the union
vote for Healay.

Hard

Without doubt the right wing clamour
for “one person, one vota' will escalate in
the coming weeks. The laft should not for
one momant be forced on to the defansive
or confused by thesa arguments.

They are designed to put the decisions
of Labour in the hands of the Daily Express
the Dalfy Mail and the Sun. It's hard to ses
the democratic principles involved in such
a proposal.’
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Mo doubt the Times came in useful for Denis Healey when he introduced the economic

debate at the Labour conference

‘Shifting the halance

VICIOUS is the only way to describe
the latest round of attacks on working
class living standsrds from this reac-
tionary Tory government. As the Tories
calmly announced three million unem-
ployed last week, the new Employ-
ment Minister Norman Tebbitt pro-
claimed the need for a 4 per cent pay
ceiling in the public sector, including
the nationalised industries. As If that
wasn't enough Tarzan Heseltine then
revealed new draft legisiation to force
local Councils to comply with his
slashing of social spending. That was
the context in which the Labour con-
ference debate on the economy took
place. TESSA VAN GELDEREN reports
from Brighton.

‘WHILE clr]egates were

el bas lost any flavour 0t
sitting here ... the stock

might once have had, In

marker fell by nearlv 30
rmmlu {cheers and gasps)
the ITN switched from
that item of news to their
coverdgeof this Party con-
ference ., that isonlyright
- to go from those who
are destroying and mani-
|‘Iu-.:;:l|r15 Britain's wealth
to those who represent the
work:r-g people who pro-
duece i’

Tony Benn starred his
SUMETY speech of
Labour’s . debate on the
economy  with Lthese
words. At 'the end of his
speech a majority of defe-
pares rose to their feet,

These were the (wo
most exciting points in a
debate thar once again
underlined the  stretch-
ability of the Alrernative
Economic Sirategy.

Like chewing gum it

lhh biggest joke of con-

ference Healey miroduced
the debare and Benn sum-
med up.

Bold

Healey stiessed: Lhe
bold moves of Mitterrund
while remaining in the
EEC. Benn stressed thal
British withdrawal was not
to  promote -3 ittde
Engjundcr‘ campaign but,
‘because  we  honestly
believe that the working
class of Eurum Want a new
structure.

Healey was at paing 1o
stress the scourge of That-
cher's unemployment
policy, Benn wanted not
;usl the replacement of
Tory minjsters with
Labour ministers bul an
assault on the centres of
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wealth and power.

For Healey the AES is
a god send. It unites the
party. [t L.I‘ILI...-t e uninns
will' the party. God :I"- i
his heaven ’u"-.:l rIc*I-* in
the deputy office

AES

For Benn. the AES is
the means to make an ‘ir-
reversihle shift of wealth
and power in favour of
wu:rrkmg people and their
families’. Any teeth that
the debate mizht have had
was lost by the NEC's pro-
posal o remit resalutions
on nationalisation for fur-
ther discussion,

Some delegates. at
tempted 1o grapple with
specific problems such as

unemployment, youth
unemployment and  in-
Commes policy. Bt

nowhere was there d sense
of urgency an undersian-
ding that what was needed
wi5 # Lhrashing oui of
policies that could really
get the labour movement
mnto action;

Such policies are re-
I.u.lﬂ.r.l if the working class
is going fo have the con-
1Ld-'-'1'-:emrdh an the Tory
government now. It wanis
to know that rthe alter-
pative to the Tories s a
Labour government that is
committed to and pre-
pared ta implement
sacialist policies,

Best

Bul the NEC did its
best to prevent the con-
fercnee: adopring such
policies. It tried to remic
not onfy the molion on na-
tionalisation  (for  Tull

of wealth and power’

dhseuszion “nexe vear™) but
also the resolntion on
fighting.  unemplovmert
whith called [or anend Lo
systematic overtime,

The  Iatrer resolution
was  passed; apainst the
MNEC"s advice, committing
the: Labour Party (o &
35-hour work week with
no loss of pay, an end to
systematic overtime and
opposition 1o taxation of
unemplovment benefis.

Women

It a]ﬁn called for a
woman’s: right o work
though no speakers ook
up this point in-the debate,

Audrey Wiss in mov-
ing the motion argued that
it was not enough Lo wait
for the next Labour
povernmant.  to  seltle
unempioyment. What was
neaded, she zajd, was full
support for those workers
fighring now against re-
dundancies and closures.

Tony Benn echoed this
sentiment in his reply (o
the debate when he called
for the support of workers
like those at Ladrence
Scott and Lee Jeans.

Bur despite some good
rhetoric from: some: defe-
gates the Labour and trade
union leaders were l pains
fo  urge. restraint.  Peter
Shore MP zaid ‘it is the
easiest thing in the world
for the Tories 1o ransfer
wealth to 1. (KK people.
It is much more difficult
for us o transfer that
wealth (o 24 million

Fight

What was left out of

the whole debare was the
independent action of the
working class which could
bring about such a redisori-
bulion of wealth.

Pay

The Labour statement
on the economy strongly
oppased  any  incomies
policy, but there was no
serious lead piven on how
Lo smash the Tories' 4 per
cent pav polcy for the
whole of the public sector
Lthis winter.

Arthur Scargill hinted
at this problem when he
spoke of the miners ‘com-
ing to the aid of those less
powerful than us." Bur
that was all,

Muost of the debate was
taken up with the problem
of vouth unemployment,
As the mover-of the mo-
tion-on that subject, Philip
pre from * Kellering,
said: *Young people who
frave oo vole, o sdy, and
no representation arc bear-
ing. the burden of Tory
palicy. The onlv solution
1o youth nnemplovment 15
mora fobs.’

-

Fail

Soafter all the chatter
— some useful, much idle
— the real 1ssue remained
unresolved, The Tight for
the' leadership of  the
labour movement goes vn.

While that question is
still on- the agenda,
spurious unily around the
AES serves no purpose ex-
cept to confuse, The AES
had itz first  sérjous
political tcst in Brighton,
It failed.

anti-cuts
struggle

By Davy
Jones

‘ERING TO BEAR the full political and in-

dustrial weight of the

labour movement

against the Tories’ attempted destruction of
democratic local government’ — that was the
message of this week’s Labour conference to
the Tories' war on local Labour Councils.

Last week Tory
Minister of the Environ-
ment, Michael Heseltine
unveiled new plans to
legally oblize local cotin-
cils to comply with the
Tories’ cuts in social spen-
ding.

Mot onlv are govern
ment subsidies 1o be cur 1o
the bone, but now the op-
tion .of potong. up the
rates, preferred by some
on the Labour left, i3 also
to ‘be ‘removed: Local
referenda will now  be
compulsory before such a

rate can be raised.

Lambeth Labour
leader Ted Knight won the
Labour conference Lo sup-
POEL &N EMErgency motion
calling for all-out sy au.

againgt - these - new
roposals; :rl*.,]udm#_
reaking the  law

NECEssATY"

Qutside

Areowe going to-sien
ouatsideé of Heseliing's law?
Well, comrades, that may
be the case. Isil wrong to
step  Dulside Heseltines
law if that means that
working class people suf-
ler and people die as &
pesult?” Kaight asked.

Lal:h:uu. & national exs
efltive and thelr
parliamentary spokes-
nerson on docal govern-
ment, Gerald Kaufmann,
all asked conference 1o ap-
pose the moton. But the
disastrows  experience  of
dozens of local Labour
Councils fighting  against
‘Heseltine's culs overcame
the NEC's opposition.

Knight summed up the
mood of the delegatcs
when he charged: “We
must say to Labour coun-
cillors vou cannot be mere
administrators of Tory
policy, We. must sav 1o
Heszeltine and to the Tory
government thar Labour

hr argued f:::ra
fight against Heseltine's
cuts.
counciflors are nol going
to balapce the booksar the
EAPEnse of workers' jobs,
'ﬂ‘.u.mn Services, education
and the rest.”

But an NEC statement
on Heselting’s proposals
was passed which promis-
ed - to. reimburse Cany,
Labour, counuallors  sur-
charged fortheir refusal io
implement The cuis,

Wake

This Labour con-
ference ;J.u. RILTL COMEs Qi
the "wake of [he motion
paszed by the GLC and the
London regional Labour
Party executive, tocall for
all-ouraction against Tory
cuté, and the adopitonofd
fightng straicgy ol co-
ordinated  action by
ILabour Coupncils  against
Heseliine.

Labous activisty
around the country should
take heart from these deci-
sions, In each locality the
Labour Party and the
trade umons should now
thrash out a plan of na-
rtonal and local action to
bury the Tories' cuthacks
onee and for all,

JOIN THE FIGHT FOR
SOCIALISM

If you would like to be put in touch with
Socialist Challenge supporters in your
area or would like more information fill
in the form below

Union/CLP (if any]

Send to: Socialist Challenge, PO Box 50,

London N1 2XP.
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By Patrick Sikorski :

THE TUC's long awaited official campaign
against youth unemployment will start in New-
castle on Monday 23 November when the 'Jobs
Express’, carrying 125 sponsored young peo-
ple. starts a ‘whistle-stop’ tour of ten British
cities. i

At the end of the week, after having picked
up 25 people at each stop, the 375 young
workers will link up with another 2,000 spon-
sored youth for a mass protest rally in London
on the Friday.

Later that night there will be the first of
three nightly concerts at the Rainbow by top
bands and on Sunday 29 November there will
be a national labour movement mass
demonstration in London.

The tremendous rank
and file support for the
Peoples March showed the
smotldering anger against
the Tories and ther
deliberate creation of mass
unemplovment. :

That anger burst into
the flames of the riots this
summer as the hlack and
white youth of the nner
cities, zoaded bevond en-

By Pete Clifford

durance by their no-hope
life on the dale, hit hack.
Official figures show thal
one in five of Britain's
under-18s are out of work.

But this figure reaches
45 per cent in some parts
of the inner cities. This 18
approaching the disaster
levels o Reapan’s
America where among the

aurence Sc
p as scais

= 24 week long strike against closure at

rence Scott Manchester is under attack

from the employers and their engineering

union leaders.
A Tetter-has been sent
put by the Confederation

of Shipharilding
Engineering Union’s
general  sceretary  Alex
Serry, to all unions con-
cerned: reaffirming. that
from the CSELMs m [

view the dispute has fmesh-

breakers

an armoured van
protected by the

motors rcady
ching.
A latal

misiake on
their part rook place, when
one scab attacked Men-

chester  Evening  News
photographer fan Currie
with a two foot hammer
ing his' camera

111
hrought

wWere
Ken Messon who turned
ot to ke 3 member of the

Boilermakers’ union and
an’ cmploves at ni
Supplics, Arthur Snipe’s
parenl company in Don-

Manchester
v |

CSEU st
9

the st

trade

e during the wesk by
delegations fron local fac-
lories  includ Mlassey-
Ferguson, GEC and Arn-
fields.

Dennis. Barry, con-
venor; “believes that this
strikebreaking has 1o bc
stopped by all the local
factories regulariy joining
the picker line.

voung blacks on Chicage's
South-side the rawe if 57
per cent. ;
This is just the tip of
the jceberg. Recent
surveys in London, Man-
chester, Liverpool and
Wolverhampton show the

non-registration  rate
amongst youth i85 on
average 25 per cent.

reached a staggering 40-48
per cent in parts of Lon-
don.

But the TUC siill only
wants to protest and lobby
parliament  about  this
scandal. The official cam-
paign logo says it all, Ttisa

leading hand not a de-
iant fist.

If the campaign is to
break oul of the ‘sealed
train” and be a focus for a
fight-hack it must reach
out to the youth of our
gheitos and champion the
fighting  examples  of
Laurence Scott,

Called in conjunction
with the Afro-Caribbean

“We do not intend Lo
let any of our work leave
this - factory,” he tald
Socialist Challenge.

To back this up, & leam
of strikers is going into the
Dancaster area o build a
campaign in the: labour
movement (o slop these
reahs.

The battle nside the
engineering union (o Wil
back of backing is
also stepping up.

On 12 October the

the country.

Model resolution for
AUEW branches

The following reselution has bean sent
by the LSE workers to every AUEW branch in

In view of the vnanimous support for the
Laurence Scott dispute from the 28 July 1587
Manchester North District Committes of the
AUEW and the rules of the union with regard
to procedure for deciding on the official
status of disputes (Riwle 19 Paragraph 75), this
branch deplores any attampt by the executive
to. terminata this dispute against the clear
wizhes of the workforce exprassad at two
mass meetings (14 July and 23 Julyl and calfs
on the Netional Executive ta maintain official
backing for this fight for jobs. (For fonwarding
with your branch stamp and signature 1o the
| AUEW National Executive).

If your branch supports this resolution,
make sura one copy is sent to the AUEW

.! Head Office and another to the Strike Com-
| miitea, 20 Round Croft, Romilay, Cheshire
E. SLE 4LL with denations,

L

Organisation, the British
Youth Council, the MNa-
tional  Association  for
Asian Youth, the Mational
Union of Students and
Youthaid this iz a firsi
evenl in what is a continu-

t-
rea

umion's final appeal coart
in Easthourne will hear a
submission fram the Man-
chester North districl com-
mittée . about the four
separate rules which have
been broken by the union
leaders in terminating the
dispute

A successiul

hearing

could. aceording to local

i =

E d ™ j T R -3
Almost half of young people out of jobs in same areas

ing “Jobs For Youth’ cam-
algn whose next major
acus will be May 1982,
Every trade union and
Labour Party branch or
committee should sponsor
and nominate a young per-

official John  Tocher,
force” Lhe execulive 1o
recall the AUEW national
COmmitiee.

Even —if the sirike
maves to resain official
UNION SUPPOrt are unsuc-
cersful Snipe is facing big
problems- after five mon-

1

ths of sirike.

Photo: Mike Turner

T T T e e R e e
e o e

AT T e tal e e e

.
B

S

and

Mominalions
sponsorship (£100 for the
train and £20 for coaches
per person) must be sent to

50T then get an application

form and the final chaice
will be made later in Oc-
tober, The names of the

the Regional Co-  Regional  Co-ordinators
ordinators by 16 Qciober.  €an be obtained from TUC
Every nomince will  Regional Offices.

attle hotting
picket line

LAURENCE Scott strikers have been
receiving messages of support from
all over the country. Here we
reproduce one from R Ellams,
Glossaop AUEW branch secretary

'V INSTRUCTEDR by my branch 1o write 1o the ex-

acitive council deploring thewr attifude to the Laurence
disoure.

‘onsidering the siogan ‘the union that fights"irseems

reneraly are more interesied in suing for peace

o ronk and file to g21 on with the

supposed to he gEainsl wRemployment.
ting redundancies. This
F{O was s S ! commiiieg o give
maximum supporl [0 Our 7t Lourence SCOTL.

WHY IS THIS NOT HAFPPENING?

This branch has discussed your ular and we are
[ vineed that a lof of preudo-s lagal farpon can
disouise the fact, that noi only are 7 T PEIRg
supported by the EC, bul by their determinaiion are
becomine an embarrassment to the EC because they'ra
itting to the employers demands.

The branch strongly urres the EC o restore dispure
Benefit and negotiate a settlement that will he acceptable
tor the fiehring memibers of this ohce proud union.

This EC 5 sup

b et TR

URENCE SCOTT
| STRIKE BULLETIN

m Esop, Siewsros Comm

TEN THOUSAND copias of tha Laurence Scott
strilke bulletin have bean produced for circulation
to the labour mevement all over the country.

Full of the true facts behind the strike the
stewards are keen that labour movement hodias
will take orders for tham.

In the Manchester area they've had a blg im-
pact.

At nearby Francis Shaw's the convenor Alan
Spinks, took ona bulletin for every two workers in
the factory and at GEC 150 heve be=en sold.

Meke sure you order now at 5p sach from
‘Laurence Scott stawards commitiee, 20 Round-
croft, Romilay, Chashire.
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By Davy Jones

the bureaucrats’
power crumbies |

TWO small unpublicized events fromlast week
show the depth of the crisis facing the Palish
authorities. First, police officers in Warsaw
staged a short sitdown strike in protest against
the authorities’ refusal to allow them an in-

dependent union.
Second, when. the rul-
ing Communist Party tried
to po back on a ‘com-
promize’ formula on wor-

kers self-managzement
worked out  with — Soli-
darity’s  leadership, the
Members of Parliament

threatened Lo vote it down
in  the parlamentary
chamber againsl the par-
tv's instructions,

In the Eastern bloc if
you can't reély on your own
parly MPs or your police
force, yvou've really got
problems. Those problems
are likely to become even
maore pronounced during
the second parl of the
Solidarity. congress. cur-
rently underway in Gdan-
sk, .
R N e, o 4 T

The first- half of the
congress  carlier in. the
e i o stormof

protests and threats from

the Kremlin and their
lackeys in  the rest of
Easzstern  Europe. The

Teason was a series of con-
gress resolurions and deci-
sions which challenged the
political monopoly of the
ruling bureaucracy in
Poland.

The congress offered
support Lo the workers of
Eastern Europe in their
strugele Lo establish in-
dependent trade unions. It
called for workers to have
the final say in the running
of the factories; for free
national and local elec-
tions; and for anend to the
bureaucracy’s manipula-
tion of the mass media.

Cha"enge

All  those  positions
pointed  towards  the
elimination af the
bureaucracy’s social and
political power, and for the
establishment of workers'
democracy.

It 15 this challenge for
power which terrifies the
Kremlin, That is why the
risling Polish Communist
Party was prepared to ac-
cepl any compromise with
the Solidanty leadership
last week over the issue of
workers' self-manage-
ment.

The Solidarity con-
gress had voted for a
resplution  giving  the
workers the final say in the
hiring and [iring of Tactory
managers. This challenged
the right of the Party to
nominate its own people as
it does for every major
position in public life in
Poland.

The ‘compromise’ for-
mula adopted by the
Polish parliament propos-
ed that the parly retain the
right to nominate directors

in “sensitive” industries like
defence, and for judicial
arbilration in cases of
dl.bé)uh: between workers
and the party in all other
industries.

This undoubtedly
representis a4 major retreat
by the authorfiies in
legitimising workers'
power. And ir was too
much for party hardliners
who made a lasi-minute
atrempt to ditch it in
favour of the current
system of exclusive party
‘control.

Revolt

That was when MPs
threatened a revolt agains!

the Party 1o keep: the

compromise’ formula.

But there has also been
3. major row  within
Solidarily about the ‘com-
promise’. Jan Rulewsk,
the militant  Solidarity
pragsidium member who
was begten up by the
authorities in Bydgoszcz
last vear, accused Walesa
and the praesidium of a
sell-out.

As we went to press the
COMPromise formula
lpoked likely to be only
grudgingly accepted by the
Solidarity Congriss,

_As the document re-
printed with this article
clearly shows, the =elf-
management  movement
represents a powerful new
weapon  for the Paolish
workersin their struggle to
wrest power from the rul-
ing bureaucrals,

Prime Minisrer
Jarurelski and Party hard-
liner Olszowski  bhoth
responded last week with
suggestions of a broad na-
tional front of the Party,
the unions, the Church,

womens and veterans
organisaiions  ‘for  the
salvation of the

fatherland".

It is proof of the depth
of the regime’s crisis that
such ideas can be seriously

Coln oy

discussed, Such fake ‘na-
tional unity” with the rul-
ing bureaucrats would be a
sure method of stifling the
development of workers'
power in Poland,

Welcome

The Solidarity con-
gress last Monday welcom-
ed a speaker from the
founding committee for an
independent union of the
police, Zbigniew Dudziak.
In. June there was a con-
ference of 2000 delegates
representing 20,000 police-
men and women deman-
ding the night to their own
union. Dudziak told the
conference: ‘Police should
not be used to put down
working class protests.”

The  Congress  also
heard the 93 year old
founder of KOR, the dissi-
dent workers™ defence
commitiee, explain their
reazon . for now disban-

Ll

Inter

Edward Lipinski, 93 year old founder of KOR.
addresses the Solidarity congress

reasons for now disban-
ding. Edward Lipinski told
ward now was  with
Solidarity:

‘I consider myself a
socialist. T have been a
socialist singe 1906,
Socialism was to be the
solving of the working
classes problems and the
liberation of the working
class, But the sociabism
that was created was a
socialism of mismanage-
ment and in efficiency that
brought gbout an’ eco-
nomic  catastrophe  une-
qualled in 200 vears. It isa
socaahs:_u_ of prisons,
censorship and police,”

(Ine surprising visitor
to the coneress was Len
Murray of the TUC. Let us
hope on his return he does
somcthing to help build
sohidarity with the Polish
workers in this counircy.
Cme small step was taken
at this week's Labour Par-

L= L s
< )

“Are hungry children the goal of socialism?’ asks a hunger march banner

national

T T & v o SR
Tha sacand half of Solidarity’s congress got off 1o a story start this week

ty conference in Brighton,

Al a fringc meeting
organised by the East
European Solidarity Cam-
paign, Eric Heffer said: ‘Tt
15 most: regrercable that
there was only one resalu-
tion o this year's con-
ference on Poland. We
should be making a wvery

T

clear statement d5 4 COon-
ference of full support for
the Paolish workers of
Solidarity. :
“Too cften we find
ourselves  protesting  at
repression in oath
America, South Africa or

Turkey, and vet we do not

pay the same attention to

what is happening in
Eastern Europe, ‘and un-
fortunately in the name of
sociahizm.

The fact is that
Solidarity i= one of the
Ereatr.-st advances in any

ast European srate and
it's vital we give thess

warkers full support.’

Immediate action
programme for
the workers’
councils

The representatives of Solidarity, the
workers' selfrmanagement committees,
the regional co-ordinations and the *Net-
work® of large factories have drawn up
the following documents which define
the scope of acrivity of the workers® self-
management bodies, They were approv-
ed by the delegates’ meetings on 8 Julvin
Gdansk and 12713 July in Lublin,

These two meectings showed the
necessity of drawing up a draft plan of
activities for the sell-management
bodies. Our commission has prepared a
short term plan drawing on the concrete
experiences of the workers' self-manage-
ment bodies already in existence in the
large enterprises.

Our opimion 15 that over the next
months these bodies won't be in a posi-
tion to take complele control of the
management of the factories unless they
meet certaimn  preliminary conditions,
These are the following:

I. A vote in Parliament on the decrees
relating (o the way the factories and self-
management bodies are run, given the
aspirations of society.

2. The creation ar the level of the recions
of an organisational infrastructure and a
co-ordination  of  self-management
bodies (bank of experts, discussions on
the projects of the decrees, etc).

3. The creation of a svstem of informa-
tion for the self-management bodies ar a
national level,

The activities of the salf-
management bodies at the fevel
of the factory

1. The democratically clected warkers’
self-management bodies or the founding
committees for such. bodies will im-
mediately take measures relating to:

a) adapting the general stalutes of
wor k':enl*s' self-management to the specific
conditions in the factory, b) ensuring the
arrangement of the technical means,
premises etc, ¢) drawing up a list of all
the deeds relating ro the factory,
d) preparing the procedures and the

- — -

docementation for a competition forthe
posts of director. of the factory and the
leading managers,
2. Before the final takeover of the fac-
tory, the workers' council’s main task
will be to get from the factory director a
reporl on the factory, including an
organisational oulline and the circula-
tion of information inside the factory,
This report will canstitute the basis from
which to establish the extent of the ac-
tivities of the self-management bodies.

3. The report must be studied by experts
and presented to the workforce,

4. After the acceprance of the report,
one of the priorities of the self-manage-
ment bodies will be 10 examine the wages
system in foree in the factory and to
preparc & new wages policy approved by
the whole of society.

5. The workers’ council must organise
permanent consultative commissions.,

6. During the period of transition before
taking charge of the factory we must de-
mand that the factory director imple-
ment the decisions of the self-
management bodies.

7. Self-management of the factory does
nol imply a systemaric interference with
the decisions of the managers but, on the
contrary, it signifies the right of control
over the manager and the possibility of
spotlighting the director’s activities or
lack of activities,

8. We must not accept the plans without
[irst cnsuring that the means exist for
their realisation,

9. We must undertake a vast socio-
economic education of the workforce
and the militants.

10. The self-management bodies muse
have access lo the union press, to the
media, the radio and other forms of com-
munication.

11, The best-organised sell-management
bodies must help those which have not
vet reached their level of organisation.
12. All the seli-management bodies and
their founding commiliees must sirpgele
for the promulgation of decrees on
economic reform, on sell-mandgement
of the factories, guaranteeing the
management of the factory by the work-
force.

13. In as short a delay as possible we
must make contact with other self-
management bodies and scientific and
technical bodies existing in the area or
region,
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The popular insurrection against the Shah (abovel was ane of the most massive ever se
anywhere in the world, Below Gharani Karimi. on the left. @ Kurdish HKS sympathiser

was executed by the regime.
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IRAN: KHOM
REPRESSION

THE DOWNEFALL of the Shah
in lran inspired millions of
workers around the world
But the murderous repression
ayeainst political opposition by
the Khomeini regime has led
many to ask what has gone
wrong in fran. Socialist
Challenge was able to speak
to a member of the Socialist
Workers Party, a section of
the Fourth International in
lran. We do not necessarily
share all the views expressed
in the interview but discus-
sion on the issues it raises Is

long overdue.

The most commaon ssntiment of people
fn this country, which iz reinforced by

the media coverage, is that fran is no

better off now than under the Shah.

What does the HKS i to that? :

Khomeini's regime at one level is worse
than the Shah. That does not mean that the
“Shah’s regime was pood?! It was terrible, but
the current repression is worse. The impot-
tant difference is this: the overthrow of the
Shah’s regime through the mass upsurge of
the people allowed three vears of open activi-
ty for the workers' and left wing organisa-
tions, for the first time in 20-30 years. It gave
the national minorilics the space to fight
against the central authoritics, cspecially the
Kurds,

This development of self-organisation
threatened the Khomeini regime. When the
strike commitiee under the Shah turned into
genuine working class councils the regime
tried to disband them and replace them with
Islamic councils.

When these two began to side with the
workers rather than the Islamic Republican
Party (IRP) even thev were shut down. They
have been replaced by lslamic Societies in
the factories which operate just like the old
SAVAK secret police under the Shah.

We should not forget that there have
been tremendous zains from the revolution
like the eight hour day, equal pay
women, nurseries, rights of workers t
organise and so on. Not all these gains have
been lost. The Khomeini regime has not
completely crushed the working class and the
gains of the revolution.

How does the HKS characterise the
{Esqima and what attitude do you have to
it? Are you for its overthrow or not?

We consider that it is a capitalist regime.
There were two important wings of the IRP
authoritics. One wing around Ayatollah
Belieshti for a centrali conomy with
more state control. He was killed in the IRP
headquarters bombing.

The other wing round Rafsanjhani op-

oses land reform and stands for defence of
private property. This:wing now runs the

country. Everything is now imporied; s
Iy from the West, The mullahs claim
against capitalism and communism. b
say their religion doesn't allow ‘them |
isolated, so they have economic rels
with East and West,

We are for the overthrow of the e
and for socialist revolution, It is po
that the civil war will pro an opport
for overthrowing Khomeini.

We have no illusions in the Mujah
Their leader Rajavi says that they sig
Bani-Sadr in order to ensure they wi
support of the bourgeoisie. They expl
support capitalism.

But we say that if they come to pow|
overthrowing Khomeini this would ope
big opportunities for open activity by
workers and left wing organisations, th




alities and 50 on. [t would also boost the
ices 1o develop a mass working class or
sutionary organisation in Iran;

Im that sense we would fight alongside
0 1o prevent any right wing inspired
tary coup that the royvalists outside the
miry might support.

at has happened to the mass support
t Khomeini had? Is there a growth of

F-clerical feeling amani the workers?

Khomeini and the IRP got huge popular
port from the hostages issue. We con-
red this matter as a factional dispute
iin the ruling class in Iran, not as an anti-
ierialist campaign. When Bani-Sadr

i for President the IRP was dogged by
101

fighting. Their candidate for the

election had to be withdrawn two days
before voting when it-was discovered that he
was incligible tor stand a5 ‘a half-Afghani,
Their last minute replacement was 4 nonenti-
Ly,

On the other hand the Mojahedin leader
Rajavi stodd on a radical democratic pro-
gramme, calling for support for the rights of
the Kurds, workers and women ‘and so on.
When he was excluded from the poll by the
mullahs; Bani-Sadr adopted and campaign-
ed on many points of his programme, and
was elected.

So the IRP used the hostages issue to
regain mass support which it was losing, But
it didn't last long. The mullahs couldn't
solve the burning economic needs of the
IMAS5L85.

The sitvation in that regard was worse

than under the Shah — production and
wages were going down, prices were going
up, housing problems were terrible and so
on. Then the war with Irag boosted support
for the regime again — people voluntarily
gueued up to go to the war to fight.

But again the economic problems and the
lack of democratic rights undermined sup-
port for the regime, though not so much for
Khomeini. There has been growing disillu-
sion with the regime. For example after the
hostages issue people’s reaction was: “If they
were spies why have they been released? And
if they weren't why have we had to suffer the
economic consequences of holding them?®

There is now absolutely no base of sup-
port left for the regime. Their support comes
from some bazaaris, and theit paid agents in
the Revolutionary Guards and committees
along with their families. These are the peo-

ple; especially kids who are on  their
demonstrations supposedly of one million
people.

The Tudeh (Communist) Party and the
Fedayeen Majority group also back the
regime. AL their last congress they decided
that one of their duties was to inform on
‘cotinter-revolutionaries’. The Tudeh party
exposed one headqguarters of the Peykar
(Maoist) group to the authorities leading [o a
number of arrests:

To understand how fed up people are
you have to grasp how few rights they feel
they have left. T met a woman in a hair-
dresser who was crying. She told the hair-
dresser to dve her blond hair black because
she had just received a Ministry of Health
circular saying that as well as her scarf and
overalls women had also to all have dark
brown or black hair!

The people hate the mullahs. They have
closed down the parks — they were ‘centres
of the counter-revolution”. You can’t even
g0 mountain-climbing — mountains are also
the - ‘centre  of the countersrevolution’,
There's only Mohammed on at the cinema
and no TV — 50 people are very fed up.,

It is comman now to hear people say: ‘If
this is Islam then \-.e don’t even want- the
Mojahedin who qrc ic, Probably com-
munism is° better.. And they don’t mean
Russia or the Tudeh party by that,

What is the repression like at the
moment?

Since the IRP headquarters was blown
up it has intensified. Not just 72 people were
killed it was more like 110. The Mujahedin

. refer to the bombings as ‘revolutionary acts

of the people’ and there is no doubt that thev
were popular,

Our comrades in the factores reported
that there were celebrations among the
workers at the explosion of the IRP head-
quarters. But within a week the regime had
killed 300 people in revenge, many were only
between 9 and 15 years old, sympathisers of
the Mujahedin. The regime is s0 brutal
because it is so weak . It has no control over
the situation.

A sympathiser of ours, Gharani Karimi
age 29, whe had becn 2 student at Hatfield
Palytechnic, was killed by the regime during
this time. He was a very important Kurdish
militant arrested before the IRP bombing.
The regime considered him to be important
encugh to be on a list of prisoners for ex-
change with the Kurds for Revolutionary
Guards held prisoner. He had his throat cut.

I met a woman whose son went missing.
She went to Evrin prison and found hun-
dreds of other parents looking for their
children. She went back each day for news
and the crowds were smaller each day. She
hoped this was a good sign that their
children had been found. But after some
weeks  when  she  eventually saw  the

authorities they gave her ten albums of

photos of yvoung people and children who
had been shot. She saw her son in one photo
with five bullets in his chest where he had
been shot dead. Underneath the photo it said
‘suspected Mujalhiedin sympathiser, con-
victed for refusing to give his name’,

Gravediggers report that busloads of
bodies were taken to the cemetery for burial.
Whenever the regime announces a number
of executions. there are always in reality
many more killed.

The assassinations have paralysed the

Bani-Sadr, exiled in Paris

regime but they have also created a certain
demoralisation and passivity, a feeling of
“‘what can we do?*

People are reduced to betting on who will
be next to be blown up. This passivity shows
the substitutionism of the Mujahedin for the
masses. A political strugele is needed against
the regime. There needs to be a general sirike
through organising the workers in the fac-
tories. This has to lead to civil war and arm-
ed confrontation with the regime, anu:! ||:s
Revolutionary Guards,-

If you favour overthrowing the regime

what'do yvou calf for to replace it?

5:: arc not for an alliance with the Mu-
jahedin as such but we would fight alongside
them 1o overthrow the regime. While we
criticise them for their bourgeois programme -
we recognise that rank and file Mujahedin
comrades are courageous fighters giving up
their lives for the struggle,

Our slogans are for: Independent work-
ing class organisation, a constitugnt
assembly, and for workers® councils in the
factories. We stand for generalising these

councils all over Iran into a national
workers' council. i

What is the situation with the war with
frag and the struggle of the oppressed
nationalities? -

Only the Eurds are well organised with
real autonomy over their areas. The other
nationalities were not able to fully utilise the

si-Shah period. The Kurds have a long
istory of struggle against the central
authorities. Their tlerritory 15 stll wvery
backward though, mainly peasants an-:i no
industry.

The war with Irag continues — il is a
vear old now. But neither side knows how Lo
win it. The economic damage to both sides s
enormous and  increases both  their
dependence on the West. There is now in
Iran rationing and a black market at triple
prices for goods. To quewe for the bare
necessities takes hours.

The regime could have survived the
economic crisis through payving for its im-
ports for everything with cash from oil, But
the regime has just announced that for the
first seven months of 1981 the import bill
was 7.9 billion dollars and oil sales were only
530 million dollars per month — so the
money is running. out. The regime has
already announced cuts for the winter.

This economic crisis, combined with the
massive polifical crisis obviously puts into
question how long the regime can survive,
Next waak: Socialist Challenge will carry a ma-
jlcnr editorial policy statement on the situation in
ran,
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‘| gothorrified atwh

the government has

got lined upfor us’

ARTHUR WAYMOUTH and BOB HOLMES work-at the
River Don plant of the British Steel Corporation and
have been recruiting fellow steel workers to the Shef-
field Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament.

Arthur is a shop steward in the General and
Municipal Workers Union and Bob is 3 member of the
technical workers union ASTMS.

Earlier this year they talked to Socialist Challenge

supporter, CHRIS PITTS

Chris: What made you get in-
volved in CND in the first
place?

Arthur: Well, T went for vears
without really thinking abour
it, ‘but one day somebody gave
me a fow pamphleis to read,
and what I read really appalled
me, Not only that, but the fact
that I"d not known anvthing
abour this before appalled me
100,

But then my reaction was,
: n.lgersome informa-
tion on the orher zide of the
story, to-balance this up?

-But there wasn't any, cx-
cept this stopid stuffon civil
defence. Like on TV the other
day, ‘they were showing a
nuclear shelter and saying that
it is belter than the Anderson
Shelters of World War 11
becauss it’s pot a floor to it.

Marvellous! 5o [ gzot in-
terested — well, not interested,
I got horrified — at what rthe
government has got lined up
for me.

The more I read, the more |
reghsed that we ought to be do-
ing something about it,

Bob: What first ser me off
thinking about atomic weapons
was when Amenca dropped the
bombs on Hiroshima and
Nagasaki. It wasn't until quire
a long time after, bur it occur-
red to me, why couldn't they-
have dropped just one on a
mountain top, orin a lake, asa
demonstration first?

Then, if that didn’t work,
to actually use it. Just to save
their conscience a little bit,
rather than killing 200,000 peo-
ple outright without a chance,

MNow we know that it was
political; it was a mililary tactic
designed {0 stop Russia going
into Japan as they'd agreed to
do.

But when a nation can do
that, or rather, when a Presi-
dent can do that, it*s very, very
frightening.

Chris: What sort of things have
vou been doing to zet people at
the plant interested?

Arthur: A friend of ours,
Harry Brooks, has been mak-
ing up his own posters, by cut-
fing out the juicy bits from the
pamphlers and CND broad-
sheets and putting them on the
notice board.

OQuite & few read those, and
they are pood for starting a
discussion. What is funny is
that some people will walk by
and say it's all rubbish, but
thev'll sneak back later for a

crafty read..

Bob: Talking 1o people in-
dividually is the main way I've
J?Et‘ln getling it acrosz. The ma-
Jority are svmpathetic, and if 1
spend len minutes, which is just
time tniough to ger some points
across, I've converted them, or
won them 1o CND.

| was surprised, to be
homest, when I got Lalking to
reople,  how many  wers
frightened and alarmed, and
knew more-about it than you
would think.

Chris: What reactions do-vou
get from people at work and
low do vou answer them?

Arthur: A lot of people say,
‘I'm surprised at you, Arthur,
gelting involved with this CND
lot, hecause vou used 1o be a
saldier.’

. But what has that gol to do
with it? They seem Lo suggest
that I'm a coward, that [ won't
defend my own country,

Pl fight them on the

beaches and on the hilltop, but
m & nuclear war there's no
chance to fight — just a very

good chanece of dying.

We zaw  the American
Secrerary of State on the TV
the other night, Alexander
Haig. He's all for a nuclear
war, he is.

His 1dea i= that America
muldr SUrVIve @ nuclear war,
especially with the first srrike.

All this talk of surviving a
nuclear war in' your shelter
under the garden or in the
house i3 just a lof of propagan-
da.

Even supposing you did
survive, though, what sort of a
world would you come our to?

They seem to suggest that it
will be life as normal — colf on
Saturday, church on Stmday,
work on Monday. 1t"s just ab-
surd.

There'll be no gas, no elec-
tricity, evervthing radioactive.

_-Bui when we come out of
the shelters — the few who are
left we'll ask *Who did this®
and we'll have to say that we
were all responsible” We can
stop i,

Some people say to me,
what about the Russians? But
an ordinary person like me.
how much worse off would [ be
if the Russians did control this
country?

I'd basically go to work and
domy job and do what I'm told
— which is exactly what T do
now. But if we haven't got any
nuclear weapons, Russia won't
need to koock them out, =o
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they can {ust ignore us. It's only
the {JEDP e with money who are
really frightened.

Bob: The idea thar Russia is
about 1o invade us is just
ludicrous.

They can’t even control
Afphanistan. One of the jobs
of CND has got to be to help
people understand  that the
Russian bogey is just that, only
a hogey,

Having said that, we don't
want that systerm Here: it’s a
bureancracy gone mad.

Arthor: The Rusgian people
must be partially satisBied; they
must have something going for
them.

H you look back into
history, [rom 1917 io now,
they've come from Magna Car-
12 to the space age, 500 years’
i 60, Marvellous,
reakly,

" Bob: 1 think that the US is try.

ing to bring the TSSR to its
knees economically with the
arms race, This yvear, Amenca
is spending %168bn, that's
gbout 20 per cent up on last
vear, and Russia will probably
match it.

As. a  percentage  of
America’s Gross National Pro-
duct it"s only half of Russia’s,
and there is a good chance they
can bankrupl Russia.

Chris: Coming back (o this
country then, how do you see
the campaign actually winning?
Can we (rest a Labour
government to do it? Practical-
Iy, what do vou see as the way
we will achizve disgrmament?

Arthur: T used to think that
demonstrations did no good,
but I've changed my mins,

I's got lo make a dif-
fercnce, it ‘gets what you're
campaigning for in the news
and forces people-to think
about it.

And we elect the MPs don't
wel If they don't believe
in nuclear disarmament 1°m not
voting. for them, and I'm not
bathered who puts up.

Ultimately, it doesn't mat-
ter how many of us get inlo the
street, if we've no-one speaking
for us in Parliament, we don't
stand a chance.

_ We're just cannon fodder
like we've always been.

Bob: 1 think it’ll come down to
direct acrion in the end.

Chris: What do you mean, cx-
actly? I think we've seen from
CHMD ‘an’ | the  past, and
demonstrations against nuclear
power an the continent, the
stale can always find enough
cops, waler-cannon, ©5 gas
and 50 on 10 win that zort of
direct action confrontation,

Bob; What | had in mind, iz the
zort of sit-down, chain vourself
to the railings Kind of protest,
I'd certainly be willing to go (o

at
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prison if necessary. | know that
vou don't agree...

Chris: Don’t get me wrong,
Baob, it’s not that I'm personal-
Iy afraid of gerring arrested, but
it i5 a question of whether it
wauld do any good.

1 think there is very little
E"-'ulﬂl.:uur.' that a few thousand
activists in jail would necessari-
Iy make any difference;

If you want a model of the

sort of campaign I think weare
trying o build, vou have to
look at the anti-war movement
in America, which reached into
every  laver. of  society and
brought millions into the streets
in huge, peaceful demonstra
tions, or the Australian cam-
paign against uranium minmng.

Cnce the ‘Le3ve it an the
Ground® campaign got the sup-
port of the miners, the uranium
stayed in the ground, Simple ag
that.
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Interview with Sinn Fein represen tative

‘The hunger strike is the cutting edge

JIM GIBMNEY, is a member of
the James Connolly branch of
Sinn Fein, the political party
that shares the views of the
outiawed Provisional IRA. He
was interviewed in Belfast on
25 August by JAMIE .
DOUGHNEY, who is a fre-
quent contributor to the
Australian socialist weekly
Direct Action.

How does the Republican movement view

the stage the struggle in Ireland has reach-
ad today?

That's not an casy question Lo answer, because
there are a number of factors which contribute
to it. I think that what can be said is that the
freedom struggle is probably ar the strongest
stage it’s ever been at over the last ten or twelve
YLATs.

While the carly 1970 saw an upsuige in
armed struggle and mass struggle, what we're
seeing today is an upsurge in mass struggle,

This isn't superseding armed strugele, but is
actually complementing it.

This mass struggle is having a considerable
impact on the political establishment in the
South of this country, the Morthern political
establishment on the narionalist side, namely
the SDLP (Social Democratic and Labour Par-
L
- __Also somg seetions of the ruling class in Bri-
tain are beginning to rethink therr atiitude to
Lhmr presence in this country.

~The single most important tactor causing
the dramatic developments over  Lhe . last
“number of months has been the hunger strike in
the H-Blocks of Long Kesh, To dare we have
had ten men dic on hunger strike, and another
six presenily on hunger strike, with others to
join them. And there is the possibility of fur-
ther deaths.

now the hunger strike itselt has crystalised
for many people in this country and abroad _'|lu|1.
what the British are doing in Ircland. And it is
exposing Lhe contradictions which are inherent
in Irish society, Morth and South, on the na-
tional question and on partition.

It's those contradictions that are being ex-
posed that we would say are the signposts of
Progress.

We would say that developments since |
March this year, when the hunger strikers
started, have been rapid and dramaric.

Since the Bobby Sands election in Fer-
managh/South Tyrone, the hunger strike issue
has changed one government in the South. Pro-
bably that is the first time thar something like
that has ever happened in the history of the
twenty-six countries,

We have also had the so-called middle
ground cut away from the Social Democratic
forces in the North by the hunger strikers’
deaths. And we have had the recent by-election
success of Owen Carron, who stood on an
H-Block ticket supparting the prisoners’ [ive
demands.

In political terms, if you like, the veil of
secrecy that the British government had buili
up around her presence in Ireland over the lasi
five years has been torn apart.

The dirty lirtle war it has been engaged in
there has been expased 1o the world by the
hravery and the heroism of the prisoners in the
H-Blocks

So, from that point of view, we would say
that Lhe strugele for an independent republic is
progressing al a satisfactory rate.

But ebviously the deaths of the prisoners on
hunger st .-rL-. a1 u.] the human misery for their
relatives, is something which we don’t need Lo
develop the struggle

The dynamism of the strugele at the move-
ment 15 a spin-ofl of the prisoners’ determina-
tion, But we would be quite happy if the British
government would just resolve the issuc. and
reselve L in e morming

Because we don't need
prizsoners on hunger sinke (o advance our cause
for Freedom. We'd much prefer that we were
denng il with our own resounces on the outzide,
and nol cause the tepe of umian misery that the
hunger strike hag
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the deaths of

supporting the prisoners like the one below

James Prior labove) will face mounting protests

What has been the effect on the communi-
ty of the prisoners’ deaths? Is that starting
to take its toll?

[ think that one has to be perfectly honest and
say that the deaths of the prisoners has had a
depressing effect on the nationalist community
in the North, T

The reason why is that the nationalist com-
munity has a close affinity with the prisoners,
They feel for the prisoners as if one of their
family has died, and died an agonizing death.

So it does sap their will, if you like. This is
what the British govérnment is banking on.

But something the British overlook 15 that
while it saps the will temporarily, it ultimately
hardens people’s derermination Lo continue 1o
support the strugele for freedom in the coun-
iry.

g It convinces them of the Republican logic
that peace in Ireland will only come aboul when
the British are removed and parmition is
dismantled.

I would say, and there's no-doubt about it,
that the deaths of the prisoners are deprlessing
the marionalist communily m the North i one
SCnEE,

Bul in another seénse it's sirengthening their
resolve and commitment to continpe the sirng-
gle for [reedom and sapport the republican
movement.

It hasn’t lessened the number of people on
the sireets protesting, And the nationahst peo-
ple, beleaguered as they may be due ro military
repressiont, are sophisticated enough politically
to-see that the hunger stnke 33 the cutting edee
in the situation and 15 having more of a political
impact than one would have expected.

What do you see is the next stage of the
struggle, particularly in regard to the elec-
tion in the South and future eleactions
haere?

Just to paraphrase the Sinn Fein vice-president

Gerry Adams, who was speaking the other
night 10 a journalist for the rish Times; he said
we are overhauling our political organisation
Morth and South with a view to contesting elec-
tions,

We had been considering, over the last
number of years, contesting elections at the
local government level and national level,

The hunger strike itself — the electoral
gains made through the hunger strike — has en-
couraged us to look at this much more seriously
and see if we can speed up the internal
recrganisation required to win when we do go
to elections.

| think that what you can take for granted,
very definitely, is_thar elecrion strategy will
become as important to the Republican move-
ment in the coming months and vears as the
armed struggle has been over the last ten years.,

Does this foreshadow a much more ag-
grassiva political campaign in the South to
take on the traditional parties there?

Yes. What can be accepted from what we are
discussing at the moment is that we will
challenge the partitionist parties that have
grOWR-UpP in the twenty-six countics.

The political establishment in the South 15
ripe for chanee and we helieve that there s
epough political disenchantment among the
working class and the small-farming communi-
tv for uzfo make significant inroads,

You mentioned that the mowvemaent is
struggling for a socialist republic. How do
you sas that side of the struggle. the
socialist aspect, emerging in the futura?

This:is an ongoing process that we've been in-
volved in for some years.

Our varipus opponenis have attempted to
label us with different tags: in the late
1969-early 19705 period we were dubbed as a
fascist organisation, ‘green nationalisis®; in the

LHOY180Hd NV :010yd
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middle of the 19705 we were dubbed as com-

mumnisis; later on we were again dubbed as
fascists,
But, we see ourselves as socialisls in the

tradition of the republican socialist mentor, if
you like James Connolly.

We, very dcﬁnizc]}n are interested in the
socialist reconstruction of this country. We are
very definitely interested in establishing a socie-
tv which caters for the needs of the working
class and the small-farming community,

And we are diametrically opposed ‘to
capitalism and the type of society capiralism
has built up over the last 20 vears,

S0, 1n that sense, we are very dehinitely out
for revolutionary change in society and we see
this as an ongeing thing.

We don’t fall imto any of the political
categories: namely, we don’t claim ourselves to
be Marxist.

However, it would be very stupid and naive
to say that Marxism hasn't had an influence on
the thinking of contemporary republicans, wha
have heen to prison, who have read Marx,

Ohviously he has had aninfluence. In fact
he has had an influence on every revolutionary
organisation in the twentieth century. So it
would be absurd for us (o say he hasn't in-
fluenced our arganisation.

Bur I do make the point that we are a
socialist organisation in the tradition of James
Connolly, We intend continuing the struggle to
see the socialist republic that we're after
established.

How important do you see the interna-
tional movement of solidarity with the
Irish strugale?

International solidarity is crucial to the success
of this struggle. Because, if anything has shown
the nesd for intérnational support, il has been
the hunger sirike over the last number of mon-
ths.

Mow we have seen thar the British govern-
ment is frantically trving to reverse the gains
that haye been made internationally.

They're sending out one diplomatic mission
after another diplomatic mission after another
1o try to counter the international offensive of
scl}tidarity groups in support of the Irish strug-
gle.

So we consider international solidarity a
wery, very high prionty.

We welcome the solidarity we have received
in Aupstralia, and in America and Europe.
Those are the three principal areas — and, of
course, in Brntain where solidarity has been
growing as parts of the political establishment
become disenchanted wlth their war in Ireland.

Earlier you mentioned developments in the
British Labour Party. How important do
you sea developments thera?

Well, we're very encouraged by the advent of
Tony Benn, who we see a5 a very important
figure to educate sections of the political
establishment in Britain who are disenchanted
with the British war in Ireland.

We arc encouraged — and again this 15
another gide effect of the hunger sirike — by
the fact that there are something like fifty or
sixty motions on Ireland 1o the annual con-
ference of the Labour Party.

We are r.uu'ruu.r.d that the only way pro-
gress will be made in Britamn is through an
understanding among the rank and file of the
British Labour Party about what their British
rulers are doing in this country in their name,

Therefore we see them as an important ele-
ment (o aim our publicity and our programme
at.

We have been consistently doing that over
the last number of years;, by sending delega-
tions to meet influential members of the Britizh
Labour Party on a local, constituency level,

Because we think that while we may make
progress occasionally with people like Tony
Benn, it 15 essential that the British Labour Par-
fy grass roots ar the constituency level unders-
tand what's going on. We are encouraged that
things will begin to move there.

I think that as the capiralist recession
deepens under Thatcher, it becomes all the
casier for us.

Because the Bfitish Labour Party then
becomes more radical in its approach toits own

political problems in Britain., It is easier,
therefore, 1o encourage it (o look ar Ireland
SEAIM.
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what theTUG

voted for

By Jude Arkwright

WE WONDER if delegates to this year's TU_G
actually realised what they were voting for in
the report presented by the women's comimit-

tee and carried by the conference.

The proposals on positive action — thatisto
measures to overcome past
discrimination against women —
reaching in their scope and could have a
dramatic influence on women's lives if they are

say, radical

wWon.

The document is
highly critical of the Sex
Discrimination and Equal
Pay Acts, pointing out
that  emplovers  ‘have
reacted 1o the legisiation
by setting up ‘‘women
only’" grades and that they
have not heen adcquuu.i,\
challenged by the trade
union movement.”

-
Hire
[t points out thatunder

the legislation, ‘although
positive discrimination

could beussdin relation o
training it is not u:xl-::h.',_'
ta the hiring of w.rme.u ;
TI [ FET :.bu(}r i
Ironically, dlscfl
in favour of women
L'I'C'l'h L,.
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Divorc

By Tom Marlows
THE Southern

EriDus

vernment has.

women egual opportunity
vou cannot insist on the
same qualifications, and
the trade unians
themselves should control
the criteria for hiring and
firing.

The document also
puts forward a number of
practical suggeslions on
what kind of positive ac-
tion programme could be
drawn up by the individual
unions and used in collec-
tive bargaining agreements
— all unions locally and
narionally ‘should stari
discussions on these kinds
of ideas, It sugoesis;

Suggest

last, taken a tentative r-..p towards question-

mg th& exus‘ i

ari rlllll""‘

coalition

headed by

Gerald, 15

-!.*-l..;l“ll"‘"l - all-p
mittes ‘on the

of marriage” ancd
blems af Tare
hreakdown”.

Fitztierald's oo
been fmked with
tar T 'i_\:l' the Si
Ir FOVErnIm
over the Protestanis
Morth to - the e
umited Ireland.

Effect

In_this
unlikely (o has

surves
that oniy- 17 per

Marth during a | uls
nion poll were even aware

that divorce was 1

the South.

The. real benchicrar
of 4 change in the de
law in the South wi
the wiomen who 13
this archaic IH
Pivarce: Action (Group

Socielist"Chiallerde’ ™

aw |n the 26 count as

Ju._.' pe
Son are sepa
unable to ge

e anly ontion these
people have 15 to apply for
8 ~["'\..,I4‘.Il. r.H*rmE- snnul-

'“1IL-.LLL rh
Il'l"'l.'lll\ we

ing the sonthern
]I.I jon fora removal
the  probibition - on
a 1972 survey

..l'

22 rur cent of those
Came  our
||i"

Prescnl

Fortune

The- present ban on
divorce has I
disastrous effects
women besides the

it'-m one of legally hin-
d [1|_ theny Lo .,1 [ 0T
life. For ipstance, if a

fortunate

Woman s
e gh to get her marriage
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are far

at long

ol As- with job evaluation
sehemes and Job descriprions,
criteria for promotion showld
he lald down enumerating e
skilf that need fo be dive-
foped, Such requirermenis as
Jormal gualifications showld
be evanyined carefully, in

rerms of thelr necessity, rhs-rr
desirability or wihether they
could be pained after promo-

i,

di Adverts should be made
more attractive and. readily
avgitable to wamen By using
the  Fgqual  Opporiunities
Clause; including a picture of

o wennan as well as g man m
g wdvert; making sure the
wording  does  Rat put off
WRTTER, Gl veriising i
women s magazmes (though
1o do so exclusively is discri-
minaloryl: contaciing local
women's. magazines fthough
to do 5o exclusively s discri-
minatory); conrtacting local
wornen's . grouns,  school
feachers and careers officers
deaiing with girls (o inform
them of the vacancy: ensuring
alf vacaneies pre advertived in-
cermally. and fo all people;
amd the uve of an emplovment
noticehaard to display vacee-
ek,

&) Personnel .er,(.f. should be
made aware. of the implica-
fions af an egunl oppotunines
policy, and showld have s
promation weitten' info (hedr
Job descriprions. They showid
have availalile “a _,J.n'a' Job
ﬂf""-’(‘-’.,,"]f L wWArRen
T n'fr

iy

ecogninet

m = = z ')
ssue raised in the

k} The possibility of  pari-
rime promations showld be §
vestipated  and all  fraiming
Showld be open {0 parl-lime g5
well ag full-rime workers.

1) Semingre should be held for
supervisory staff on how o

evalugte  personnel  perfor-
mance free of discriminalion.

i) A4 spstem af alertin a'H
'.:;.fa_,r,r‘ suitably  gualifi
promation. o the va'ca'rrq'r
showld be investigated and ali
slaff showld be eticouraged 1o
fake training courses at wilf
help in thelr promotion pro-
spects. These should be mon-
residential,  wherever possi-
Ble, and in working Hours.

k) The same criferto used for
g recruliment.  interview
showld be wsed for @ promo-
Hown imterview,

1} Where not already in exis
fenee. @ recoghized. grievance
provedure showld e ddrg-
Blished 1o homdie. workers
coplaines.

ml The working. condiions
showld-be examined (o see ]
they couwld De wmade more al-
HPECTIVE [O WOTEr.

For Insianc
@ criche onp
i o focgd

.plpy.l.ﬂlll.”.‘!
Jor places
Cwhere focal
ol .l.':’.l"

Cathole: Church
expecied 1o

can. he
CRIDELEIL

Reavily ag any
change, bul the PFianna
Fail opposition 1s, at the

moment, being more reti-
cent

y Fianna Fail was
last " year,

Matchagirls struggle in 1888 led to TUC adopting egqual pay policy

and revigwing personal leave
arrangements o enable
parents o share domestic
respansihiling.

Succeed

These measures  will
only succeed if they are
tied to a system of goals
and larpets For gettinig
womeh ity particular
jobsand. prades,

Only then will we be
geiting to grips wath the
fight fo. secus e 0 perma
nend sid t.quan place E‘o:
wonien in the-abour force
and establish in principie

1ave as much

however, it rejected the
lype of propasal  Fite-
Cierald 15 now making. But
the obvious growth u:ufw;*-

port for a l.lmnao iy the
faw m make it difficult
for r._l‘ﬁd Fail "o out-
rightly reject any moves

towards liheralisation.

positive action Lo the na-
tional level.

They sav that collective
bargaining agreements on
an m:iu'itr} by mdum’} or
firm by firim basis 15 inade-
quate and has to be ¢om-
bined with a campaign to
commit the next Labour
government 1o changes in
the law,

Bul passing resolutions
I Ohe E ving: taking action
s another,

We women have to.gel
together inside the gmons

and the Labour Party to
make sure that thesc words
are acted upon and make
sure evervone inside the
labour movement under-
stands that it is in their in-
terests to fight on our side,
If you want ideas on
how to take this up in yvour
union ot Labour Farey
wrile and ask for g sopy ol
Equal™ Opporiuhines:
Posibive . aclion program
fies: fannax 2 tn £2C110N c}
from the TUC, €t
House, Lu,..t. n.u.‘m.
London Wi

Anti-abortion
horror in USA

By Judith Arkwright

THE BEAGAN era in the United States is pro-

ducing one of the most 1

and r"“‘ﬂ'F"‘E‘-‘.}IUE

Jcious

attacks on women's ;igluia that has been seen

for years

This is contained in the Abortion Control
Actwhich is now going though state hearings

in Philadelphia.
Its pravisions include:
@ Forcing doctors o ex-

plain in  detail, 1o the
women, the etfect of abor-
tion on the foulus. e

colour: pictures of a Toetu a
hefore and afler an abor-
[iomn.

® A mandalory  waiti
iod ofup to 72 hour
Wd Ol up e QL
before an abortion can be
performec,

i
[

@ The [latl misst  be
IEC d before the abor-
tion. If the: women g

find him, then the
AN take up o fen o
look for him.

& Young women

sl
rave permission from both
parents 1o have an abor-

Hen,

If they refuse.sheng

let the court-decide if she 1s
‘m T enough to moke
up her own mind.

If not, they can ap-
pomi o leeal euardian ol
(e {oetys (o makesure the
woman does not o self-
abiort,
|‘}3|Birll~ and ‘death cer-

tificates must be ssued [or
l_‘a\_ haboried fostus, t.n.. i
burial of crematiorn

@ The identity of aborty EJH
(":r. cs-and doctors. who
perform aboriions 10 be
mads public.
& No abortions could 'L:-E
serformed 1 public

hospitals, ‘except anithe
e ¥ 1

the organisa-
£ leading’ the: opposi-
tion mnoa *mrﬁ an "5 THENL -t
chonge ;

Amendment

fhution.
Majority’s
r Falwell s a
gospel
Bt ti sepite- his claim
esonls the ‘ma-

-"‘l-.'l||

II:! Ve

i wing
in pOvern-

That's why the fight
far- women's rights needs
to go hand-in-nand with
fight  agamst the
gns and Thatchers of
orid.
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Cuba and the lessons of

Chile

IT WAS GOOD to see Phil Hearse's article an
Chile in Socialist Challenge 213. At a time of
wide-ranging debate about socialist strategy in
the labour movement, the tragic coup in Chile
in 1873 contains very many important lessons

for today.

In fact, Chile was an
impartant item under con-
sideration. when Tony
Benn addressed a packed

meeting in - Manchester’s
Free  Trade “Hall “in
September.

I think it's worth poin-
ting oul the role of Cubain
'umt'npnﬂg i push for-

ward  the - revolutionary
process in Chile while
é’lhad:}' Alleride . was
president.

The  Cubans gave
economic  assistance o

Chile and waged a cam-
paign against the US/CLA
attempts Lo destabilise and
overthrow . the  Allende
regime.

Al the same time, it at-
lempted (o influence the
political - course of the
Chilean  struggle . a
revolutionary direction.

During a month-long
visit to Chile in 1971, Fidel
asiro ohserved the
development of the clazs
st .ul;%ll. there,

le, as=Phil Hearsa
ox I.ur.ui.. Allende |UI.JLuJ
1o 115 al I|1-1 ew 111 sections

and the
capitalists to prevent a
righi-wing coup, Casiro

pointed 1o the dangers'in
that approach.

He: noted | that -the
erowing boldness of the
right-wing was ‘based on
the weakness in  the
ideological  battle, on
weaknesses in the mass
siruggle, on weakness in
the face of the cnemy.”

And he demonstrated
this by symbolically giving

Salvador Allende a gun at
a public funcrion,

" On the eve of the
September - 1973 coup,
Castro - sent-a letter Lo
Allende urging him to rely
on the organised strength
of the working class o
block the impending coup.

Alas, Allende did not
heed this advice.

After the murderous
US-backed mulitary coup
of  Augusto  Pinochet,
Cuba launched a 'cam
paign  depouncing the
flercy repression.,

At a mass rally held
two weeks after the coup,
Cuba declared its continu-
ing solidarity with the
Chilean people and Castro
spoke about the defeat:

“The Chilean ‘example
teaches us the lesson that it
is impossible 1o make the
revolution with the people
alone; anms are  also

necessary!

Fidel in Chile

‘And that arms alone
aren’t enough te make the
revolution: people are also
necessary!”

Seven vears later, and
Fidel Castro is on the same
tack.

While the Communist
Parties in Europe draw the
lesson that Chale wenl too
far too fast, the Cuban
leader draws the opposi-
tion conclusion.

At arally in Julv 1980,
Casirg. spoke ” of the
revalution  in . nearhy
Micaragua and said:

“What happensd in
Chile can never happen in
Wicaragua, under any ¢ir-
cumstances, because the
Eeople have the power,

ecause the people ‘hawve
the weapons,”

He went on to draw the
lessons  from the recent
histary of the class sirugele
in l.atin America.

“The Guatemalan ex-
perience, the Salvadoran
expenence the Chilean ex-
perience, the Bolivian ex-
perience, whal have Lthey
taught us?

*That there is only one

path; - revolution!  That
there is only one way:
revolutionary armed

strugelel’
J SILBERMAN
Oldham, Lancs

F -

Making tl;e links between the

Labour Party and the unions

LAST weak four thousand people turned up to
& meeting in Leeds to hear Tony Benn — and
Dennis Barrwof Laurence Scott's.

Socfalist Challenge supporters were in-
strumental in getting this meeting together.

This iz the kind of link
we exist to make. 1 ]1'1 1%
how we fight for &L"ual 5101

We've been takin ru_
L.aurence Scott f. rupgle in
to the whole labour move-
ment; by making the con-
nection between the fight
in the Labour Party and
the fight in the unions.

Who else does this?

Srotland

North East

Morth Wt

West Yorks
South Yorks
West Midiancs
East Midlands
South Wales
Sauth Woas

Cutar Wast Landan
North Wost London
Marth Landon
East London
South Londen

Tomi

This kind ol aclivily makes
Socialist Challenge an in-
dispensible - weapon  of
strugele for socialists and
trade unionists.

This is why we are ap-
pealing o you to support
our effors,

At the bepinning of
this guarler we appealed
for £16,500 Lo carry our

%, of wmrgns achipvad

campaigns
SUIMMET,

Below we priat a chart
showing what we achiev-
ed,

It"s the first time we've
had such a drive, and the

09290 raised so far is
a good start for @ summer
quartar,

But we'd be fooling
ourselves if we thousht it
was enough. With one
week  to go, we are
£5,407.10 short.

This  money doesn’t

through the

come out of thin air. This
Juarary
et e
120 850
2493 a0
b
3G 850
15 575
41 Ay
218 500
- LA - ]
B £
13 S50
505
525 900
W dEn
1256 18EO
137 T
b 1Y
1o 100

Prab!ems of union
organisation in GEC

BEING
coverage in

impressed by vour
Socialist

trade union
Challenge of 17

September, and in particular the item about
the strike at Schreibers of Runcorn which is
part of the General Electric Company combine,
it would be appreciated if you will mention in
your paper the efforts being made by the GEC
MNational Shop Stewards Committee to widen
our support throughout the combine.

At the present ome,
due to the problems of
establishing contacts
throughout the country,
only a mingrity of 5110}3
steward commuiiess are ai-
filiated.

The additional pro-
hlem is the lack of iden-
tification between  the
various esrablishments
many of them not carrying
the name of GEC.

This policy of
separatism is of course, en-
courdaged by Arold
Weinstock and his board
of directors who expect his
managers to soe
themselves as  separate
businesses although pro-
fits are milked off by the
main board.

In an effort to achiave
unity the 55 commirtee
have recently produced a
journal which s currently
being cireulated to all
known GEC units.

Along with it will be an
invitation to send repre-
sentatives (o8 meetin
the committee to be held at
Wr:}.*d.'; Hall, Sheffield an
Saturday 10 Octaber.

During the [last few
VIATS, but par*ia..;lls.rfx
since Lhe removal of ex-
change control by the Tory
government, GEC have
acquired n‘.-an:w' additional
companies .overseas and
sometime in the future we
wolild like to make contact
with our owverseas com-
rades.

- For nearly: 30 years [
have been a steward al the
Liverpool Works, for over
20 years the senior steward
of “the AUEW  and
chairperson of the Joimt
Stewards Commirtee.

In 1959 following the

merger of the English
Electric Co and GEC the
workers at the Liverpool
factories  attempted a
rakeover.

It failed because of the
advice given by the
Minister involved at the
time, Tony Benn, who
came to Liverpool at the
11th hour of the takegver
attempt to tell the workers
that the merger with GEC
would be in our best in-
terest.

At the time nearly
14,000 people worked for
GEC on Merseyside, now
there are just aver 2,000.

As an active Labour
Parly member [ support
Tony Benn in his current
campaign but 1 hope he

lr:arns leszons from the
past.
The story of GEC

one of Tl'.l-a.x“'l"]sa[ll:l-l" Ur
exploitation of the labour
force:

There iz surely a story
to be told that someone in
the movement could take
on.

WALTER J BREOWN
Executive Commit-
tee mamber GEC
Shop Stewards
Committes
Ormskirk, Lancs

An annual publicarion is
available from mast pood
focal - libraries which s
aseful  for  all  trade
dniomists tryving to crack
down subsidiery companies
of  conglomerates  likg
GEC.

It 5 called “Who awns
whom ' and comes in fwo
VHUMES.

WRITING to us? please try to keep your
letters to 400 words — preferably typed.
We may have to edit for reasons of

space!
Send to Socislist Challenge c/o Box
50, London N1 2XP.

leaves us with a simple
chigice; either we stop our
paper; we slop our cam-
paighs; or we make up the
difference with cash from
our _highly  successful
£100,000 Development
Fund Drive — cash we
wanl ta spend on boosting
our bookshop and print-
*.hu:x on building and of-
fite improvements and on
buying our F:uuddmb I'sa
direct threat to our future.

We can’t afford a
deficil this size. S0 what is
to be done? In the next
week we ask vou to make
an all-oul drive to cor the
shortlall.

We also want our local
supporters (o take a long
hard look ar their perfor-
mance and what can be
done about it.

Individual donatians
{0 the newspaper have
been very good, but local
group activities have not
matched our needs.

Our drive for £100,000
showed us that every sup-
pOTters group can raise
cash if they give it enough
attention, and if they plan
ahead.

o It does need the atten-
tion,

Raiaillg money, for ex-
ample, for our anti-missile
-.m:nk is every bit as imy or
tant as arguing our politics
in II"{ campaien
because our: politics will

gel across In . Socialist
erge 1 il supporters
L as an orgamsed

Therefore now i the
time to plan the next
quarters fundraisin

Why not srart igmnmD
now for a r.l.Jl.braL.-::n of
the 64th anniversary of the
Russian Revolution? For
some rteally  spectacular
Christmas fundraiser? For
badge and pamphlet sales
on the CND demonstra-
tion an Cctober 24th?

So, start planning and
dig deep — that’s our
message. Finally, a special
mention to a supporter in
Bristol who has responded
magnificently to our ap-
peal for standing orders to
SUPPOTL OUr CRIMpaigns.

Her £20 a month brings
our new standing orders
this quarter up to £77 —
enough (o buy our new
compuler.

Filty more like this and
we'll be well on our way to
Our next quarter's target.
What abour vou?

Where you canbuy
Socialist Challenge

Scotland

ABERDEEM: 3C available &t Boom-
town baoks, King 5. Fur more info
ring Hill 294 284,

DUNDEE: 5C  available  from
Dupddes City Square ourside Bedts,
[hur 4-3.300m, Fr 45 30pm, Sai
11450,

EDINBURGH. 5C  sold  Thur
4. 05-5.15pm Bux Siation, 5t. An-
drews Square-and baciomm ol Waverly
srepes 4.30-9.30; Bur 11.20-2pm Eaw
End, Princes 51, Alsa avallanle from
15t Mav Books, or Betier Bogks, Far-
resl B, More iafo on logal aclivigy
Frome ST " o'o Box 6, - 1t May
Baekshon, Camdlemaker Row,
GLASGOW: B sales every Thur/Fri
4.30-5, 1pen m Cenenl Stmion. Absa
avaitable af Barretts, Byres Rd; Clyde
Hooks, High 3. Glasgow Beokahop
Colleetive, Cresmwefl Lane; Haope
Sireel Dook Cenijre.

HAMILTON: SC sale every Saf
I-3pan oviside Saleway. shopping
cemire. For more info contaa Jahn
Frrd, 31 Blipe Crescenr, Hamiliom pr
Paul Youngson, 18 Farres; Cresesnr,
Hamilzon,

Wales

BANGOR: Sal 10412 lown wxnlre.
CARDIFF: cvery Sag in Bute Tawn
1030k 12, Also availabic [--H Books.
Salishury Road,

NEWFDRT. cvery 3ar e rown centre

1 1-12.30

PONTYPRIDD: B miles svery Sa

wuiside Onen Morker 1E-Ipm.

SWANSEA: 5 snles aitside Camap,

Chaford 5, om-1pm, Sapurdays,

England

BATH: 5C on sale nr 1985 Boaks,
i aturdays 2pme-

wihs. Pl

ylewnads ‘nl I| I
E.IFlMI"-I."HﬂM sC
Ramp, Fri 4.3
e endio b
BOLEOVER: Crass
-0
HHADFDR"I SC ai Fourth 1dea

". % I'u: ||-.|.|h-. LE0 Chelr
R, Mpnrpelier, Ar

BURNLEY: 5C
marming L0 poy 5
CHESTERFIELD 50 sold oulside
Markeiplace, S 11.¥am

X, 30,
COVENTRY: 3C
Weibre Brokshap.
HEMEL HFMF‘STEADI: SC
T'r Squarc, Safp 10,301 .3

availahle  from

al Headingly 4 E
Rackihon, Wooedkouse Lanc,
LIVERPOOL: 5 on shlc from News
fram Mawhere,  Whitcchapel  apd
Brapressists Aocks, Borry 51,
MANCHESTER SC sodd 11-1pus Sa
at OLEHAM guiside the Yorkshiee
Bank, Hegh 5t 2t BURY in theshap
Pang piecine aml a1 Merro Books: ny
HOLTON in rthe tawn orptrc: and in
MANCHESTER ouiside the cenizal
reference library in St Poler's Squans
and Bl Licasaroars aesl  Percivals
Bookshap. Tel: B61-234 4901 Tae Mne-
ther info.

MEWCASTLE: 5C on sale every Saz
11- ]1'||'i|1|r ouzside rFrnu.I._'l:-._ Alia
avaika em!h{m Hope &
Wesigate Rd, Every i-ﬁfsa?oﬁhfc
Newenstle Uiniversity betweéen 1-2 aml
simtEde Neowcastle  Polytechne . bet
weenl 12-1 every Maonday.
OLDHAM: 5C =obd cwvery Sapurday
witsale Yorkshise Bank. High Strees
Far more infarmacion shoor laeal 20-
tivitics. Tel. D61-682 5§51,
OXFORD: SC sald Fri 12-2pan o=
gide - Ripgs Armesoand oevssy o SHak
1 30- 12 30pen an Codnmarke

What's Left

RATES for What's Loll, B oor
word o B4 per ool inch, Déadling:
moon Satl prior to publication
Phans

Payment in ndvance.

0139 ¢ag

SPAHE BOOKE? Any banks yed
don't wanl taking up v ]
i 'Il.ll.l Lok
Kleew Hook
Ll aon R 2P
BADGEE availanle frem Revolin
'fx ath, Mg cach plud postage. E*
I o bulk arders. Wrie 10
in Yoorh, PO Bax 0, Lap
12XP
HBADGES MADE: Glusgow 3C 5
poriers have badge-makisg
will make badges quickiv and &
for vour campaign/unionsLabaur
Fariy — and all the maney goes back
i the =ruggle fos sasialiss! Write
far deaila/quotes 10: 5C {Glasgaw),
PO Box 50, Lendan M1 IXP.

S'I:'LNEHSCI'IS ter 81 founding con-
ference. Civil rights for serviex por
sonpel = uniona Tor the armed
Iogoes? Sal ¥ October a1 Responsc,
Oid Er\clmp.nn Re, Losdan SWS, 1F
you were 1n the lrm frpss ar are
iiereiod gt details from Rickis FHII
al 01-739 1411,

FIGHT Rachm' Fight Imperialism!
Wow  Monthiv!  Seplember  isswe:

SHEFFIELD: 5C on sale Thurday,
Fond 51 A.30-6pm;  Sarurday,
Fargate 10.30-12.30pm.
STAFFORD: 5C an Sale Markey Sq
S lusch-time.
STDEK:FDHT" B mald every Sagurs
d.-:r Mersey Way, Can be

wmd wh:lrl:.l phane &85 g9
{n.-\.-rn ﬁ ?36 S05 (day).

SC oa sale Ll-l overv

.5.u en: ‘ir iBruacl Centrel.
'_I'iES DE: 2 an sxle Sat lunchtime
in the Cleveland Centre, and in
Mewsfare,  Lintharpe l}ga.d Mg
dieskraugh, and gutside Woalworths
on Steckton High Sirest,
WOLVERHAMPTON: 50 sales nn
Tharsk al Poly Stsdenes Urdan
fom noom-2pm and  Briglsh Rl
4.30-fipm; ard Sapurdny pear Beats
ries, town ceree fram | lam-2pm.
YORK: on salc cvery Thursday, dale
offies  Clifford  Strest.  S30-11;
Umiversity, Yaaburgh Callege 12.3:
Sxiwrday at Coney Sireer 11-1.

London

BRENT: 5 sald Wilkssden Junction
Thar 4.30pm.
EALING: S5C sold Ihur.
Broadway tube, 4.30-5 ¥ipm
ENFIELD: 5C ar Melsans newsagents,
Losdan Rd. Enfield Town,
HACKNEY: 5C an sale nn Bl
throsghour  Huck m:;- pElie
meerings, and lacal fos |¢r|r—x Con-
ey s 2a PO Bax 3,138 Kingsiand
High Bi, Londos EA INF or phone
Megas of Jaohn &t 359 8288
HILLIMG DDN SC . sold - Fris
5,30 fidpe tule swation;
e Wonlwnrths,
s EnINe.
hﬂ. '\ul|l.!. every Jar, {nm
i Sy, and T'u.m. ay
3 AL Lhusens Furk fube.
LAMBETH: 50 availuble . from
Village Boods, Srrearhnm: Tehrie
PN "hrrrm ¥ Centre,
-.".\l. al tabe kigsk. Alig sold
5 e Thue mier-
nings octsrde Brizion tubs,
MNEWHAM: 5C sold Sar [lam o
noor, Qucen’s Bd MEL Upton Park,
PADDINGTON; 50 sold ai Por
wbllo BQ marke Saz a1 nooa.
WEMEBLEY: 3C sales Fri & 4%0m oy
Mprrh Wemhley BR Seation

Ealang

Bookshops

Hoiivhead
=

' The Public Howe, Li

L'iu‘ Comap

v
H]L‘I‘GN KEYNES: Dukleal Books,
105 Tk Srreer, Walveron,

ORFORD: EOA Backs, 34 Cawley

Rid
LEICEETER: Rlacktharn Books, 70
High &1, Leicesrer, and ¥ Kara, 334
I.omdon B, Leiceaer.
LIVERPOOL: Mews from Mowhere,
1K} Whitechapel, Liverpoal L1
LONDON; Ceniral Bopks, 37 Grays
Inn Bd; Callets, Chanag Cross Bd,
WiC2: Paperback Books. Braxioms and
Chardoae - 31 Kilbuzn  Bookshop,
Eitburn High Road, NWéE The
Baokplace, Peelcham High 5. SELS;
Books Ples, Lewisham; Ralhnm
Faud Co-opt Houdmans, » Caledo-
minn Rd, Mi; Compendiam, Camden
Towa Wi ad, Kenrlsh Town;
N-—u. Bexcon, Seven Siwers R, M4
ez Ogher E-ka:".n.. 326 Upder St
Saekmarks, Seven Sisters R,
me, 120 Kmmgiland High
s MO Page Ones
Backskap, 328 Up-
s Feadimg Mailers, Wood

'1I

f:-'-er' "L'\I T ‘Hunll.lr:. B
YORE: Communicy Books.
Watmgare

Commuenist Tradataes
2 s im
ol An g Frec
&c Terrar in Livers
lam Censral

uhseripricns £3 3k
asies, From Larkin
v (S0 BOM Box 5908,
CE X,

Octaber; 1130 at Rrix-
with Tribesman, -
i somnd - sysiemn  Black
Phoenis. Admilsdea £2 0 0180 gp.
wugeil. Proceeds 10 Brixton Defence
Fund

IRELAND: A dchate betwesn the
RCG and the CPGE, Fri 9 O at
TMpm. Cooaway Hall, Bed [5en
wguste, Longlon WiCI, Sneakers:
ROG Terry Marlowe: O hrly
31!'6" Adan 30p in advance; fp e

IMG/RY 5tedent [aclwn now om
Sunday [§ Okteber i Londoa.
Decuments avaalable frum Ann oi no-
teoikal weabre. Further informnzion
wiag 0]-159 BX71.

REMEMBER il¢ hunger wsrike.
Torch hpht parade 10 Tribune
mecting. Rally al the Level. Brighion
Bpm M September Lomdan coaches
leave fpm Yark Way, Kings X, £2.50
Ring 2672004 for ke,

Workers® Socialist Leagtie
Rally of Trotskyist Unity
_ Bring down the Tories!
Fight for a Workers' Government!

Build @ Revolutionary Leadership!
Public launching of Me{usm of the WSL and

Saturday 10 Ociober, 0am-Spm, Digheth Civie, Hall,
i Birmingham,
Admisston: £1 (30p unwaged). Dewails: WSL, PO Box
133, London NI
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ALL IS FORGIVEN

By Geoff Bell

Once upon a time there were two film-
makers. or, as they say in smart circles,
directors. One was English, called Ken
Russell, the other was an American called
Michael Cimino. Both were very clevar
gentlemen who made plenty of money by
having their finger on the pulse of the times,

Mr Russell’s era was
the late 1960z and early
1970s: Then, innovation
and grandiosity were the
big things. So Ken made
ﬂ!rlnsl with Joud music,
writhing bodies and dar-
ing images.

Evervbody applauded
Ken apart from one Alex-
ander Walker in the Fven-
ing Standard. On TV one
day Ken hit Mr Walker
with a stick and called him
a faseist, This went down
very well with the smart
set because being right
wing in those days was
mast unfashionable and
as Ken was in fashion it
was very comfortable 1o
brand his critics as fascist,

The truth of the mat-
ter 15 that Ken HRussell
made  pretentious  self-
indulgent films. Like the
smart set who loved: him
he was zll gloss and no
substance.

Deer

Michasl Cimino's first
big movie was made in a
different time when Jim-
my Carter’s soft-centred
© cconservatism was on the
d_DE:‘n a.:f:dehl: new hard
GOl g CREANISM Was
on the ﬂmeudg.ncy. S0 he
made a film to suir such
sentiments. [t was called
The Deer Hunrer and was
about how Vietnam was
not so dishonourable after
all, and the good old 1JSA
was still God's own coun-
try.
So, there was nothing
much for the lefl in wther
Mr Russell or Mr Cimiing,
MNow read on.
Ken Russell's Aftered
Srares, now on. general
telease i greal  fun.

although to  appreciate
why the movie-goer really
has 10 know something

about the afore-
mentioned past of  Mr
Russell.
Loose

It <an be loosely

described as science fic-
tion, It's about how an
unpleasant  person ex-
periments with himself in
purstit of  Darwin's
theary of evolution., By
eating: mushrooms and
suspending  himself in a
lan of water he
rediscovers his ‘ancesiors
and becomes, for a short
Limie, an ape-person.

Ken Russell accom-

w"a"s

panies this unhkely tale
with ‘dream sequences in
which onee again there are
daring  images and
writhing bodies.

Typical, good old Ken,
one might imagine. But
look a little deeper. The
would-be-person is forever
;;uing on about the mean-
ing of life, his search for it
and how truth and truth
alone is all that will do. He
is a whizz-kid, admired by
all. around him  even
though He is suspected of
being slightly loopy.

MNow, who does that re-
mind you of? The wvery
same Mr Russell of earlicr
tmes. And like that Mr
Ruzsell the whizz-kid is a
load of pseudo-intellectual
crap.

Bul the joke of Aliered
Stares 1s that in the end the
whizz-kid agrees he is a
Ioad of pseudo-intellectual
crap and eais humble pie.
It is Mr Russell denounc-
ing his past and suggesting
that perhaps the
fashionable trendiness of
which he was once the liv-
ing symbaol did not have all

Writhing bodies in Aftored States

Heaven's Gate's wild west — where the poor ride on the roof of the train

Socialist Challenge 1 October 1981
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Under Revi

Ithe answers, Mogr ams-
ing.

_Now 1o
Cimino and
wonderful, wonderful
joke  he erformed in
Heaven's Gate. Cimino
was  given millions of
dollarzs 'after the Deer
Hunter to make any film
he chose, He was the rizsing
star of the new right and
could thus be trusied (o
make somerhing suitable.

Rugged

His backers must have
been even more pleased
when he announced he
would make a western, for
what other period of US
history sums up so bravely
the rugged individualism
that has made the LUSA the
great country it is.

Michael  Cimino has
lurned out to be a wicked
man. Heavenss Gale is
one of the most sustained
attacks on the values and
ideology of US capitalism
ll&al haz ever heen screen-
ed.

Michae]
what a

The film has faults: I
has cinemagraphic faults
a5 a result of it being cot
from four hours 1o two
and a half. It has political
faults in that Cimino s sull
too fond of the por-
nography of violence and
the soft pornography of
the mare usual variety,

Mevertheless: Hegven's
Crare is a block busier, It
tells how the Cattleman’s
Azsociation  with  the
aszistance of the US Ar-
my, the state povernor and
the LIS President, decide
o wipe out 125 ‘thieves
and anarchists’ who dare
to test the - American
dream and ask for a few
deres of land in the wild
wissl,

Contrast

_ Cimino js unrelenting
in the =avagery of his at-
tacks. Two - long se-
guences in the film sum
up what he says. The first
15 at the start when a
group-of well-healed Har-
vard students: celebrate
their graduation, They arc
ﬂlfr%ant and hollow. They
celebrate as men while the
women watch them from
windows,

This is the class which
rules, Cimino is saying.
They may look harmiess
but...

The contrast is with a
later sequence when the

immigrants who are our |

for their few acres of land
discuss what they should
do about the attempt to li-
guidate ‘them. There is

assion, warmth and

pmanity on display, It is
women who take the
political lead.

Every. cliche of the
wild west is turned upside
down. For example, there
18- the traditional affair
between the marshall and
the  woman  brothel
keeper. She rejects him
and when the battle bet-
ween the immigrants and
Cattle bosses is joined she
goes off to fight while he,
initially, stays behind — a
woman got-1o-do, what a
woman gol-to-do,

During the battle the
cattle bosses are encircled
by the immigrants who
ride around them firing.
‘Just like the Indians’,
zays one of the bosses, bul
the “Indians’ in this in-
stasge are the goodies.

Heaven'’s Gate was
slammed by most critics,
especially  those i the
USA. Yet there are some
stunning sequences,  the
photography is  breath-
lzking and rhe tale is told
a5 authentically as it could
be, for indeed it is 2 troe
story.

Down

The film was howled
down because it was 1oral-
ly againsl the stream of

eaganism and, most
viciously of all it used
Reagan's own mythology
of the Wild West 1o make
its  political - statement.
One  could make such
likeral noises in good old
Ken Russell’s day because
things were not so serious
then. But we are living in
a different climare now.

Heaven 't Cate is made
by Partizan Prodocrians
and Cimine leaves no
doubt as to whose side he
i on. ‘It is & bad time to
be poor’, savs a character
i the film, ‘It always has
been’, says another. And
It 15 nol so comloriable
now to be on the side of
the poor. Come home
Michael Cimino, all is
forgiven,

Miver New

THE BIRTH OF A BLACK comMUNTy
‘No coloured
please’

'SOUTHALL — the Birth of a Black Community’ Writ-
ten and published by the Campaign Ageinst Racism and
Fascizm /Southall Rizhts. Cost £1.30

Advert in Southall shop, 1958:

To Let: Decent Single Bed Sitting Room with

facilities to cook in basement kitchen. Suit a work-

ing gentleman or woman. Only respectable people
need apply. No coloured please:
You cannot imagine how barbarously we lived in those
davs® recalls an Indian worker.

“The front room had three beds, two of them double.
The back room had a similar number, The two other
bedrooms on the first floor had five beds, the large front
room four beds.

‘The number of people there fluctuated betwesn twen-
ty and rwenty five. Some of the beds were used during the
day by night shift workers and at night by the da-shifie.
workers', " .
 Conditions in which Asian immigrants were forced to
live and work are recarded in this 70 pege history of the
mainly Asian community of Southall.

The pamphlet describes events from the recruitment in

the 1950's of Punjabi workers by the notorious Wooll's
rubber factory 1o the burning down of the Hambrough
Tavern last July.
_ Although the government and employers encouragesd
immigration in the 1950°s, the hlack peaple who came here
faced terrible conditions and discrimination in housing
and employment,

Owver the years they gradually established a strong com-
mumity in the West London area of Southall, But even the
housing and jobs occupied by blacks became a source of
miserable housing and jobs occupied by blacks become a
source of bitter resentment by many local people. A
several occasions.

_ Thescli-declared aim of this pamphlet is to ‘expose the
history of Southall’s strugele as a political lesson for those
interested. in  the Thistory of black communirtiss
everywhere,

It certainly does what it sets out to do and makes fora
very interesting read. It could be improved if the palirical
lessomns were actually put into the pamphler.

_ Though jusl describing events, the pamphlet leaves you
with the impression that the same tvpe of struggles that
took place in the past will continue, and it gives credibility
{0 conservative community organisations such as the
Southall Indian Workers Association and the Southall
Yourh Movement,

way through to Home

Handbook for
campaigners

Fuacis Against the Bomb
produced hy Nottingham
for Nuclear Disgrmament,
Sp & postage from
Mushroom, Heathcote Si,
Nottinghar
THIS is a decidedly useful
digest of material on the
nuclear issua.

It is clear, wall-writtan
and will be an invaluable
gid to campaigners who
are preparing talks, draf-
ting Isaflats or simply
wishing 1o educate
themselves, :

Although  somewhat
expensive, its importance
lieg  in itz shesr com-
prehensivenass.

No othar

pamphlat
covar the fiald in this way

— from the effocts of
nuclear weapons, to the
real state of the arms race
and the s=zoviet threat, to
NATO strategy right the

Defence,

Complex arguments

and statistical data are
mada accassible.
_ The one missing factor
is any political overview.
Thiz mutes the criticism of
MNATO to the fact that its
claim to ba a defender of
democracy  is ‘hard to
reconcile with some of its
practices’.

Heme Defence is ax-
amined but its role in the
securing of internal order
is noted and then
categorised as being out-
side the scope of the pam-
phiat.

The connegtion bet-
weeaen  Britain's  nuclear
arsenal and the preserva-
tion of economic exploita-
tion internally and extar-
nally is crucial to grasp if
any strategy is to  be
astablishad to finally nd
humanity of these
WaARONnE.

Jrliarn Atkinsor




Scottish labour
rallies to Grenada,

By Des Tierney

OVER 500 delegates and observers gathered in the
Dee on Saturday 19 September at the invitation of the
Dundee labour movement for a conferenca in support
of the people of Chile. Central America, and the Carib-

bean.

Madame Allende: Carlos
Trejo, first secrerary of the
Cuban  Embassy;  Fenms
Augustin, Grenadan  High
Commissioner - and  Mick
McGahey, president of the
Scortish  miners union were
among the [eatured speakers.

Stewart  MacLennan, a
delegate from the west of
Scotland, DHSS — CPSA

drew the confercnce’s attention
to the appalling record of the
TUC and its international
department in its support for
ClA-backed ‘trade unijons® in
Central and South America,

However it was the speeches
and presence of the Grenadan
High Commissioner, Fennis
Aueystin and the first secretary
of the Cuban Embassy, Carlos
Trejo which galvanised the au-
dience.

= It was the first fime since the

successinl _revolution in Cuba
that & represeniative of their
overnment had spoken to a
scottish  labour - movement
body, "

The spontancous standing
ovalion zven even before the
speech showed the admiration
and respect in which the Cuhan
government is held in the ranks
of the Scottish labour move-
FENL,

Cde Trejo spoke of the con-
tinuing campaign of the US (o
isolate the Cuban revolution
and the confinued threats to
Cuba's security through the
military and naval manoeuvres
which the US were carrving
out.
He welvomed the success of
the revolutions in Nicaragua
and Grenada and spoke of
Cuba’s support for the struggle
in El Salvador.

“colomialism;,

Granada PM Bishop

He emphasised * that the
Cuban  government were nol
the pecple who started these
revolutions nor were they sen-
ding arms (o El Salvador, but
wherever theoughout the world
people wers strugeling against
neo-colonalism,
imperialism, -racism or 210nism
the Cubans fully supporied
them.

Once again the aundience
stood to show their support for
the attitude of the Cuban
government.

There has not been much
work done yet in solidarity with
the Grenadan revolution in
Seotlund but if cde Augustin’s
welcome is anyvthing to go by
we can expect it to take off
SO0,

Augustin stressed the links
between the struggle of the
Grenadan people and the peo-
ple of Chila.

One of the regimes which
fully supporied the [ormer dic-
tatorship of Sir Eric Gairy was

Central America

1979 if it were not for the exam-
ple of Cuba.’

Talking about the threal of
war- in the Caribbean he said:
*‘since declaring our position on
SOVETCIRNLY, non-alignment
and the development of the
socialist process in Grenada,
there have been many dif-
ferences with the LIS,

“The situation has been
worse gince the US clections, 1
want 1o raise the whole ques-
tion of El Salvador which is
vilal as the US has chosen El
Zalvador as the arena in which
they will reverse the defeat,
bath military and psychological
of Yictnam.

‘The foreign policy of the
US administration which iz bas-
ed on its so-called right Lo in-
terfere globally has got to be
reversed.,

‘Our comrade from Cuba
raized the possible threat of in-
vasion. In  August-October
“Ocean Yenture 81" ook
place in the Caribbean. There
were troops on the border of
Cuba, Micaragua and Grenada,

‘A smaller manoeuvre 100k
place which had been designed
as a dummy run for a future in-
vagion of Grenada,

‘No possibility of invasion
or threat will deter us from the
path we have chasen,

‘We can quotc & high
authority, Robert P-MacKen-
rie, was the US naval com-
mander of that exercize who
gaid that *‘Cuba, Micaragua
and Grenada are all one coun-
try”", perhaps he's right about
this.

‘We can only say that we
hope that we are soon joined by
El ~ Salvador, Chile and
Guatamala.’

A further conference is
gia.nned to build support in

cotland for a European anti-
interventionist front to block
the danger of direct LS inva-

Flyiné pickets save
Scottish pit jobs
By Ralph Blake

A WEEK of action by miners at the Badlay pit

in Lanarkshire, Scotland has saved it from

closure.

On Monday 21 Septembar the 840 miners

at the pit walked out on strike because of the

Cpal Board's intention to close tha pit at the

end of the vear. 3

The Coal Board claimed that the pits
workable resarves were exhausted and that
there were too many geological probfems in
resching any naw reservas.

Scottish NUM officials, including Mick
McGahey, weara willing to accept the Coal

Board position and negotiate a deal involving
no radundsncies and a transfer of miners to
other pits.

But the miners at Bedlay knew that if their
pit closed it would be another 640 jobs lost for
good.

They maintain that there was 18 months
laft in the existing seams end that if the Coal
Board opened up new tunnals to other seams
there would be work at Bedlay for yaars to

come.

The miners were determined to save their
Jobs and the jobs of future genarations.

Thay sent out flying pickets to othar Scot-
tish pits to bring them out in sympathy.

By the Wednasday all the pits in Ayrshire
were closed and the Bediey miners were
heading for the sast of Scotlend pits.

Scottish president of the NUM, Mick
McGahey. told them to go back to work and

accept the closure.
They rasponded by sending pickets to the

* Scotftish NUM executive.

By Thursdey 24 September the miners had
raturned to werk with management promis-
ing to kesp the pit open.

The Coal Board said they would develop
new tunnels to reach untapped coal seams,

Local NUM branch secretsry, Peter
Hacket safd that ‘this is an exampla of how
the Cpal Board was going to pick off pits ona
by onae after they had been stopped last
February by the miners’ strike when they
triad to get rid of us alf at once.”

Patar went on to say "We can win as many
left wing victorias in the Lebour Party as we
like but without the example of Bedisy being
spread through the working class they wilf
mean nothing.”

support

EVENTS in China have turned a full circle
gince the ‘Peking Spring’ of 1978, when
Democracy Wall, wallpostars, journsais and
discussian forums flourishad in all of China’s
major citias.

Today, the same leaders in the Chinese
government who encouraged democracy and
supparted the criticisms against
bureaucracy, are now ruthlassly reprassing
the democratic movemant.

Sincethe well-publicisad trial of Wei Jing-
shan, who received & 16 ysar sentence, the

| Chinesa ragime has arrested in recent months

21 leading editors of unofficial journals
throughout the country, and persacuting all
activists in the movement. Thay have also
victimised leaders of students and waorker’s
strikes.

The 21 balong to China’'s first ganaeration of
working class vouth since the 1343 Revelu-
tion. They consider themselves to be
defenders of democracy agd fighters against
bureaucracy and imperialism. In no way
could they ba branded as right wing countar-
revolutionaries.

Their activities are legal under China's
constitution which guarantees freedom of
press, speech and frae association. On the
contrary, by harassing and holding them in
custody without trial, it is the Chinese

overnmant which has acted contrary to the
hinese constitution.

The Chinese democratic movemant in its
Journals have saluted the struggles of the

Paolish workers; all thosa in Britain who sup-

Chinese dissidents need

port the Polish struggle should also give their
solidarity to those in China who are fighting
the same battle.

We are a group of Chinese and Brit'sh
socialists who are campaigning for supor in
Britain for the Chinase democratic move-
ment.

While we support the nationalised proper-
ty relations in China and would defend China
against capitalism and impearialism we are op-
posed to the raprassion of these dissidents in
China today.

We call on you to support us by daing the
following:
1} Sign the patition. end urgeothers to do so.
2} Send urgent messages of protest to the
Chinese Embassy in London.

3} Ralse the question in your organisation and -

subscribe to our newslatter (E2 a year).

4) Wa need financial donations urgently. All
donations will be acknowledged.

For further information contect the Socialist Com-

mittee fn Defence of the Demaocratic Movement in
China, 380, Edgware Rosd. Londan W2

RELEASE THE DISSIDENTS!

PICKET CHINESE

EMBASSY

5.30-7.30pm 1 October
31 PORTLAND PLACE W1

Scottish ship workers

occupy against closure

By Ralph Blake

THE 145 workers at Robb Caledon shipyard in
Dundee occupied it on Friday 18 September to

stap it from closing.

The day before in
Blackpool a national
delegate confarence of
shipbuilding  workers
votad overwhelmingly
to take any action
necessary 10 OpposIe
compuisory redundan-
cies in the shipbuilding
industry.

At the momant
workers in the industry
are committed to an
overtime ban and a
saries of ona day strikes
in support of Robbs in
Dundee.

This _action could
well Isad to a confronta-
tion between ship-
building workers and
British Shipbuilders and
tha Tory government.

Already at British

Shipbuilders in Grange-
mouth, 33 workers were
laid off last Friday.
allegediy because of the
overtime ban that was

being worked in the
Eard in support of
obbs.

Managemant at

Grangemouth said that
no ships would enter
the yard for repair while
there was industrial
trouble.

They said there was
only seven days work
left for the remaining
workers.

But workers at
Grangemouth ara not
prepared to give in to
this blackmail attempt.

A shop steward's
spokesperson said that
‘the prospect of layoffs

the Pinochel regime. Paving : e ; z
tribute (o the Cu%ans he said, E{Dn‘hgnd involy '35”'3“! f_f“ [h‘E
‘the  Grenadian revolution ,ka“ oeaf an -ntra
would not have taken place in ORI

had not affected the

workers’ determination
to continue the over-
time ban in support of
the 145 workers who are

occupying the Robb
Caledon yard in
Dundee.”

At Robb Caledon’s

sister yard in Edinhu;ﬁ%‘l;
a meeting of

workers is planned for
this week to discuss im-
posing an overtime ban
and a series of one day
strikes on successiva
Mondays in support of
Robbs in Dundees.

Meanwhile at the
Dundee yard the
workars have sent their
pd5 tax payment forms
to the chairperson of
British Shipbuilders as
an act of defiance,

As Socialist
Challenge is going to
press  hundreds  of
warkers from all over
Scotland including
soma from Upper Clyde
Shipbuilders and Laa
Jeans are meeting in
Dundea to plan how
best to support the
workers  at Robhs
Caledon.

Rail union’s :
unsolicited material

By Robin Duncan

CONSIDERABLE amounis  of unsalicired
marerial has been circulating amang the National
Linion of Raifwaymen s membership.

Although mainly written by oulsiders, many
NUR members have actively assisted in iis produc-
rion, despite the foct that this is prohibited urider
Rule 10 of the union's rule book.

This material pursues views and policies which
c.rﬁ.r?-e? coritrary to those of the union and fts member-
ship,

This monthly production is published by rhe
British Rail Board and is entitled Railnews,

The union leadership has made mo allermp! (o
restrict efther the circulation af this management
Journal, or union members active invelvement.

But they are very quick fo use Rufe [0 against
the lofr inside the union.

A subcommitiee of the executive s in-
vestigating the activities of certain militants, in-
cluding the writing of ariicles in the pro-
Commurist Party Forum, Militant, Socialist
Worker/Railworker and the national press.

Three NUR members have heen singled out for
special attention by this subcommirtes:

Geoff Henshy, secretary both of Paddington
Nol Branch and of the Natianal Joini Conference
af Guards, Shunters and Yard foremen; Ian
Williams, Narional Executive Committes member
from Liverpool; and Tom Dayle from Sheffield,

This offersive s a stepping up of the witch-
hunt launched by general secretary, Sid Weighell,
at this years' NUR conference, when he attacked
the Militart tendency.

Rule 10 was originally introduced 1o prevenl
opponents of the labour mavement organising in
the union. It has never stopped the NEC granting
the fascists the right to propagate their Views inside
the NUR.

It is when the left began to arganise 10 gel [he
NUR fo adopt and fight for socialist policies inside
the union that the knives come oul. :

Adany branches do net knaw what is happening
in the union af the present Hme.

These manoewvreson the part of the leadership
should be brought inte the open and branches
given the opportunity to make their views known,

NUR branches should urge the special subcom-
mittee, which meets on & October, to disassoclate
fiself from the witch-hunt and to defend the right
af members (o propagate views which are in the in-
ferests of the working class inside the union.

Socialist Challenge 1 October 1381
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RIGHT WIN
VIGTORYIN
LABOUR NEG

ELEGTIONS

By Paul Lawson

THE BIGHT WING have been successful in

The B3 per cent vate by
the constituencies for
Benn in the second round

their challenge for control of Labour's NEC,
The defeat is an important one, and shows the
effectiveness of the new right wing organisa-
tion through the grotesquely named Labour

of the deputy leadership
election should not hlind
us to the need to continne
the fight for left wing

‘Solidarity’.

Firsr, the right
“defested  partv--ireasurer
Morman  Atkmson  with
their own candidate, Enc

—Mpalay ~Then they won

tWio positions in each of
the trade union and
women's sections — de-
feating Renee Shart and
Bernard Bix in the pro-
CUEE. :

This: increases - the
strength of the right wing
tor-fourteen, and reduces
the strength of the left 10
ne,

The balance of power
15 held by the six so-cailed
Soft left” — the fikes of
Meil  Kinnock, Dame
Judith: Hart and Joan
Lestor. Only one of the six
has to vote with the mght
wing to ensuse their view is
carried on the NEC.

The defeat of the Tefi
cannot go unchallenged.

But the lessons of this
defear must be learned
before 1l tan be urned
around.

First, the defear — like
that of Benn inthe deputy
leadership  election —
came at the hands of the
trade unions,

The constituencies
have - not moved 1o the
right. It was the change in
Jhe trade’ umion  voles
that swung things against
the feft.

Second, the consfitu-
fncies continue o give
massive support 1o the
Kinmocks, Harls and Les-
tors of this world who
were instrumental in de-
Fr:u[mg Benn, who vated
against NEC vontrol of the
manifesto, and who will
doubtless continue (¢ line
up with the right wing on
the new NEC,

policies there,

Bur most of all, the
lesson of both the elections
this week is that left ad-
vance nside the Labowur
Party will-be halted unless
and until the left organizes
s own fightback inside
the trade amions,

The time has come o
recognise the fundamental
fact that it is-on the backs
of the Duffys, the Boyds,
the Granthams and their
ilk tha: right wing leader-
ship of the party continnes
o eXizt,

There 15 oo slick
manoeuvre or backstairs
deal which will solve the
probiem of nght wing
leadership in the  trade
unions. Only rank and file
left wing organisation in-
side the unions can do
that. That is the tazk which =
must be carried: forward
from this conference.

Tony and Carcline Benn following the election defeat — on their way to the fish and chip shop
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