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LAST WEEKEND nearly a million pesople marched
throughout Europe against the thraat of nuclear ex-
termination — 250,000 in Italy, a similar number in
London, 80,000 in Paris and 200,000 in Brussels. This
vast turnout comes just one week after 300,000 peo-
ple demonstrated in Bonn.

This massive wave of sentimant against nuciear
weapons is in response to the decision of NATO to

site Cruise and Pershing missiles on European soil —
in preparation for fighting a European ‘theatre’ war.

The demonstration in ltaly was further spurred
by the announcement that the Cruise missiles in Ita-
Iy will all be stationed in Sicily — aimed at the Mid-
dle East and North Africa, rather than the so-called
‘Russian threat’.

Doubtiess the turnout had something to do with
Ronald Reagan's unfortunate gaff — whean he ad-
mitted that US war plans included the possibility of
f:_?h‘ting a ‘limited’ nuclear war — limited to Europe
that is.

But the ordinary people of Europe and in |:.ar—
ticular the youth are giving their responsae. T
want no Cruise, no Pershing and no Euroshimal
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Alliance’s
Croydon
victory

AS PREDICTED. the Liberal-SDP col-
alition has won the Croydon by-
election. Huge resources, including
over 1000 canvassers were thrown in-
to the campaign by the SDP and
Liberals. The media gave the alliance
campaign enormous publicity.

Even so the alliance victory is a
huge one and demonstrates some im-
portant lessons about the trends in
the support for the SDP-Liberals, and
the strategies needed to defeat them.

Of course the defeat of the Tories
was massive — a 24 per cent swing
against them. This was a huge vote in
the relatively prosperous south
against  Thatcher’'s  deflationary
policies. But the fact remains that the
votes for the Liberal-SDP alliance
came almost equally from former
Tory and Labour voters — the Labour
vote in fact was reduced by 50 per
cant,

In Warrington, the majority of the
votes for SEP candidate Roy Jenkins
came from previous Tory and Liberal
voters. But Croydon shows that the
SDP can make real inroads into the
Labour vote.

Unfortunately, Croydon was nota
good test of how Labour would fare if
it challenged the SDP-Liberal alliance
with bold socialist policies. The
Labour candidate, Stan Boden, seem-
ed to think that the best way to fight
the appeal of the SDP is to imper-
sonate David Owen.

Boden deliberately distanced
himself from the left policies of the
Labour GLC, and left-wing Labour
speakers were kept out of the con-
stituancy.

Putting forward social demacratic
policies naturally led to a (Liberal)
Social Democratic victory. Boden
should have learnt the lesson of Doug
Hoyle's near disastrous performance
in Warrington — keeping a 'low pro-
file" on policy is not the way to
challenge the SDP-Liberal advance.

John Grant

John Grant MP, former junior govern-
ment minister, has told Islington Cen-
tral Labour Party that he does not in-
tend to stand for re-selection as the
Labour candidate. His move was ob-
viously pre-emptive.

Like the now-departed Michael
O’Halloran in Islington North, and the
not yet departed George Cunningham
in lslington South, Grant was under
threat from his own constituency ac-
tivists.

Grant made a sickening speach on
Monday night to his GMC, saying
what a good representative he had
been, and how he had never got any
support from the local party.

Grant will probably not join the
SDP. But that doesn’t mean that he
wasn't an eminently suitable case for
reselaction. He will be remambered as
the Treasury junior minister who
authored the consultative document
on the four per cent wage norm prior
to the ‘winter of discontent’.
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Carotny Frosser, fami

ana

BARRY PROSSER, a 32 year old carpenter,
was remanded in Winson Green prison in
August 1980, after being charged with
criminal damage {of a doorknob in his
brother-in-law’s flatl. On the morning of the
19 August he was found dead in his prison

cell.

The Prosser family were not fooled by the
verdicts of the two Birmingham magistrates
who argued that there was ‘insufficient
avidence’ for a jury to convict any of the
three prison officers, Messrs. Jackson, Price
and Smith. The regime in Winson Green is

notorious throughout

Birmingham. Here was

a case of a cover up, one that the Prosser
family was determined to expose.
A surprise change of heart by the Director

of Public Prosections,

Sir Tony Hetherington,

has re-opened the case. The unusual pro-
cedure, using a voluntary Bill of Indictment,
going over the heads of the magistrates and

committing the three

prison officers for trial

by jury at a Crown Court,was announced by
the DPP last Thursday. The Prosser family's
intransigence seems to have paid off.

MIKE TURNER and VALERIE COULTAS
talked to the Prosser family on Wednesday
last week in Birmingham — only 24 hours
before the surprise announcement of the

DPP.

DOROTHY PRO-
SSER. Barry's wife was
the last member of his
family to see Barry alive,
onig Au%ust 1980, ‘Barf}
was not feeling well that
day. He told me that the
officers had rald him that
if he didn’t behave he'd be
kicked in the knackers,
Harrison, one of the
warders, Was there
threughout the interview.

'Barry seamed
fr a;htr:md of ~ him,
agitated. Dr Louch had
seen him that day and
when my interview finish-
ed Barry fastened his belt.

1 could see he had no
snarka on his body at that
time, "

Yet three medical ex-
aminations after his death
showed Barry 1o have been
beaten. The reports said
that these injuries could
not  have  been  self-
inflicted. Barry®s brother,
Trevor, repeated  the
evidence given in  two
magistrates courts. “There
were marks all over his
body. He had a ruptured
stomach, broken throar,
broken toc. He'd been hit
that hard in his eyes that
he'd had a haemorrage.”

cketing Winson Gresn avary Saturday

Dial Winson Green
or Murder

Trevor Wiy also
suspicions that the mat-
tress i Barry’s cell had
never been brought before
the court and the cell had
been cleaned out by the
next ‘morning. ‘1 think
Barry refused o have an
injection and was beaten

The police, he [elt,
were  worried that (he
warders all over the coun-
try, wounld go out-if these
three were convicted of
murder.

Dr Louch had testified
in- court. rhat  Barry's
violence was confined o
abjects, never to people.
The Prmse: family were
very  insistent  about
Barry's character: ‘The
local police who knew
Barry couldn't believe it
They’d always given him a
good name,”

Barry had been in Win-
son  Green before for a
similar offence and he'd
been on probation for two
vears. YWhen he was found
dead he was waiting to he
transferred Lo hospital

‘His acts of violence

were mainly against ob-
jects in his own house,” his

brother explained. ‘He
was never once violenl in
my house.” Barry had

managed to buy his own
house and start up a small

business,

The Prosser family
believe  that  Barrv's
‘unstahle character' is be-

ing used as an excuse 1o
COVer unrestrained
brutality in Winson Green
prison.  Barry's  sister,
Jean, 15 adamant that the
courts already have plenty
of evidence 1o convict
these officers.

testimvanv: -

hnwex-er that has been
ruled out is Galvin's the
prisoner who was in. the
cell next door. The reason
given for this is his low 10
and the fact that he iz a
prisoner!

Galvin only came for-
ward with his evidence ar
the second trial at the cor-
oner's court because, un-
surprisingly, as an inmate
of Winson Green prison he
said he distrusted the
police, *Galvin claims that
he heard Barrv shout out
and that Price had a bi ig
scratch down -his neck:
said haoth Dorothy 2r'.r:[
Trevor Prosser.

The Prosser family
have been fobbed off
throughout their eightesn-
month ]4:ln. campaign to
hring the [gmou officers o
trial for Barry's murder.
They've picketed out sicle
Winson ~ Green  prison
BVErY Saturda:.. for wesks,

‘We've written 160 the
Queen, William Whitelaw,
Margaret Thatcher. We
wrote to the Sundgy Peo-
ple but funnily enough it's
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finished the Barry Prosser
case had clearly hit the
headlines. The press and
TV were descending on the
Prosser  family like a
swarm of locusts,

About rime too for as
Dorothy  Prosser  said
speaking Lo the BBC: *My
husband was unlawiully
killed. No-one can pav for
the price of my hushand’s
life, nobody knows what
we've been through, Tr's
been heartbreaking.

‘Tdiscuss it openly with
myv children  because |
think they Dugha Lo know.
I was married to Barry Tor
13 years and mysell and
the children have not beey
able to zet on with our
awn lives with this hanging
over our heads.

. I've had people phon-
E, telling me to carry on
ing up the case, people
signing  petitions, the
public’s behind me. It's
made us more derermined
1o carry on until we have
Justice,”

JOIN THE FIGHT FOR
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Send to: Socialist Challenge, PO an 50,
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By Davy Jones

THE CONFRONTATION between the Polish
waorkers and the ruling authorities has reached
a new stage. Following last week’'s Communist
Party leadership reshuffle the government is
trying a classic carrot and stick approach to

Poland’s
Solidarity.

The ‘stick’ is a ncw
wave of repression against
the workers' movement as
with the arrest of seven
Solidarity  activisis - for
allegedly spreading “anti-
socialis propaganda’,
Salidaritv’s response was
thiz  Wedneésday's  one
hour general strike,

The ‘carror” is the open
discussion in Poland of the

formation of a govern- -

ment of national unity
centred on the army; the
Church  and  represen
tatives of Solidarity.

Arrests

on 20 October when police
were senl inc (o arrest
Solidarity members selling
union news sheets in
Katowice, MNeedless 10 say
this provocation, timed 1o
caincide with the max-
imum number of passers-
by in the town square,
caused a mighty protest
[rom union supporters.
Police uzed tear gas Lo
dizperse a crowd of 2,500
demonstrators, and during
the melee that followed
Tadeuss Buranowski, a
Katowice Solidarity
sraesidium member, was
eaten up by the police.
In a further provoca-
tion on the same day
‘hardline” studentz from
the so-called Marxisi-
Leninist - school  attacked
the  Jocal | parly  head-
ers at the Katowice
steelworks and demanded
the resignation of pariy
‘wets’, The students dress-
ed as steelworkers beat up
some lower-ranking party
afficials in the building at
the time.

independent

union  Movement,

This move is the latest
in a series taken by the
authorities to  accustom
the Polish workers to the
army’s rele in evervday
life. First, military person-
nel were put on occasional
duties such as traffic con-
trol.

Then last month army
patrols  and = convovs
through civilian areas were
stepped up. Throughout
this time the army
newspaper Zolnferz
Woinnosci has taken an un-
COMPromising stand
against Solidarity.

Government  spokes-
person Jerzy . Urban
covered up the authoritics
provocations by threaten-
ing  Solidarity; ‘Some
Solidarity activisiz do not
even hide any longer thal
they want a test of strength
with the authornities,

‘Democracy cannot be
achieved in a condition of
anarchy, The state, which
is leaning toward a fall,
must attempt  all steps
necessary for its salva-
tion.

Queues

Solidarity has not re-
mained silent in the face of
these government attacks.
Some 100,000 workers in
Zelenta Ciora region have
been on strike [or almost
two  weeks 10 profest

cagainst the dismissal of a

Solidarity union leader.

And in  Lyrardow
12,000 workers, mainly
women, have been  on
strike against food shor-
tages that have led to three
dav-long quencs for meat!

Carve-up an the
central committee

STANISLAW EKEANIA was removed
Jfrom fis rop position as Communist Par-
&y leader in a well-organised move by
hardlivers led by Stefan Olbzowski,
Kanig had come under increasing fire
from the Kremlin and party hardliners
Sfor his backtracking in the joee of
Solidarity s political demands.

Kanig previously had the support of
the cenire ground in the party leaderciin,
bur his precarious balancing act between
the warring wings of the party led fo his
eventual downfall. In the crucial voie on

whether o

accept

his  resignartion

moderates and hardliners alike deserred
ki, There were 104 voles for and 79

against,

He has been replaced by Wojciek
Jaruzeiski from the grmy Rigrarchy. And
in the wings stands the Kremiin's ‘hard
man’ Qlszowski who broughr Kania's
balancing act to an end,

And in Wroclaw the
following day police were
called in to deal with a
rowdy  local demonstra-
tion against food shor-
tages.

The local authorities
responded by banning
public meetings and ar-
resting Solidarity activists
After a seven hour strike
of bus and tramworkcrs
the authorities lifted the
ban and released the
Solidarity members.

Using the pretext of
thiz ‘unrest’ the Polish
government  has ordered
troops 1o be sent to some
2,000 towns and cities, to
help with food distribu-
tion, a breakdown of
transportation and “local
dispures’.

And as we wenl O
press a one-hour general
strike was planned for
Wednesday  to  proiesi
government harassment of
Solidarity activists.

But behind the scenes
the government is also
planning a daring political
manoeuvre. The ruling
Communist Party is =0
discredited in the eyes of
the masses that they are
having Lo increasingly rely
on other institutions (o de-
fend the bureaucratic
arder, such as the army
and the Church.

That's what lies behind
the calls for a new govern-
ment of national unity 1n-
volving the army, the par-
ty, Church and Solidarity,
a5 4 last-dilch attempt 0

"""

prevent  the  workers’
movement from totally
undermining the present
burcaucratic syslem.

Party hardliner, Stefan
Olszowski, floated such an
idea a fortnight ago and
last weekend the small
Democratic Party, which
is closely aligned to the rul-
ing Compunist  Party,
cchoed s appeal for a
broader governmental
bloc,

The aim of such a
manoauvre would be to
force Su]idari:_]]r' to take
joint responsibility for the
economic and social crisis
and to discipline its radical
wing. This would threaten
1o split the unity of
Solidarity and compro-

"""

mise the independence of
the working class from ifs
bureaucratic Oppressors.

The reason for all these
desperate  measures 1o
undermine Solidarity  is
that the Paolish workers
have mounted a for-
midable challenge (o the
whole corrupl and bureau-
cratic  political  system.
They are not fighting for a
return to capitalism but
for real workers' power
and control over society
and the economy.

Evidence of  this
challenge is the develop-
ment of workers' self-
management councils
across the largest in-
dustrial regions, the begin-
nings of an alternative

Support the
Wor

press to the official media,
and the demands of the
warkers for the right 1o
free elections and a multi-
party system,

The two powers in
Poland are moving to-
wards an inevitable test of
strength: on the one side
stands the mass of Faolish
workers and peasants, and
on the other, the ruling
burcaucrals and the
Church and Army hierar-
chy.

Lin that confrontation it
is essential that the labour
movement in this country
gives its unconditional and
full support (o the Polish
masses’ . struggle  for
POWEr.

kers

.

What you can do to help
Solidarity

1) Argue for political and practical support for
Solidarity inside your labour movement
organisations. ‘Twin® your organisation with
& corresponding factory or union branch in
Poland, arrange for a delsgetion to go to
Poiand from your union or Labour Party
ragion or district.

2] Raise within the labour movamant funds

for printing equipment for Solidarity’s dif-
ferent regions. details can be obtained from

Labour Focus an Eastern Eurape. :

3} Get your labour movemant organisation to
order Labour Focus on FEastern Europe, c/o Box
23, 136 Kingsland High St. London EB.

4] Help us raisa money to get revolutionary
Marxist literature into Polend, including the
production of 8 Polish [nprecor. Send cash to:
Red Waekly (Polish fund), c/o PO Box 50,

London NT 2XP.
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Carworkers — the
miners of the 80°'s?

ALAN THORNETT, Deputy Senior Shop
Steward at Cowley, gave his view of the mood
of the Leyland workforce at a Workers
Socialist League meeting in Birmingham on
Tuesday of last week. Socialist Challenge was
there.

THE VOTE for strike action was overwhelming, Ar
Cowley there was anly a handful of votes geainse. There's
litrle dauhr that Edwardes” threar incrogsed Hhe vole,

Fean't think afany kivd of precedent for such a vote,
To be thregtened with the sack, thrown on the dole and
(hen to vale for sirike action, the voie is extremely impor-
ranr.

The workforce are quite clear where they are poing.
They're absolutely deternmined nothing can crack .
Dt i frmd i ditfiendi. The company will find it difficudr,

There sa myih been huilt up abott carnvarkers over the
lasr few vears — tiar thev're not willing ro fizhr, Bur this
ignores the eale they plaved in forging the shop stewards
mavement in the fifties.

Because of that rale and thefr past mifitgney they ve
heen a consistent largel  af the emplovers’ offensive.
They've paid the price for the economic recession and the
deciing of the car indusiry.

Bur carwarkers are still one of the mosy well arpanized
sections of the working class, They coniral the point of
production, If they stop work they can paralyse Hio
engincering industry, affecting a quarter of o million jobs.

This vear's wage round, we arzued for 220 at Cowley;
i was fought throuph and adopted by nepotiators. In
Awgust BL offered us 3.8 per cent.

Bonus

A change took place in the leadership, The Joint
Nepatiating Commiitee met and passed o very hardline
resofletion, fhe one that wes pur fo the mass megtings — no
Surther negotiations unless substantiol offer rmade an main
rales,

Why did this resolution come forward? CGrenville
Hawley (Nettonal Officer af the Transporr Union] was
very militant af the convenors’ meeting on 9 October,
When a secref ballor was discussed he said the suggestion
should he rreated with the camifempl it deserves,

As o the borus he poinfed out that it melted like snow
in the syn. Terry Duffy hae even pointed out thar this
strifce could Bring down the government.

So whar has happened? Prossure from the ranks for
more cash s great but-alsa it's a reaction against Hreex-
tremp- natire of this Tary govermmens. The draconion
megsires U8 threatening fo shackie the unions with ro take
ug bock fo Taff Vale, aove cregted a situation of dislocg-
fion berween management and umions.

You only hove ra look ar the TGWIL s record with the
head line ‘4% NO WAY! And the executive's resolution
— dravw wp pay cloms on the bavis of free colfective
bargaining and pursue them rigorously, The peneral ex-
ecutive council stales guite unequivocally that in both
private and puliic sector {fving standards should  be
defended. .

This represenis o substontial shift in the TGWL, o
substaniial shift in the AUEW. When did the A UEW last
make a sirike afficial in advance?

Prepare

It's clear thet sections of the irade union leadershin are
prepared to back some strugele geainse the 4 per cent,

In Cowley the warkforce is getting stronger, Now that
the sacking threats came out, wages have become lass af an
1'53:;;. The procedure’s been exhausted on the annual wage
FEYIEW,

‘What BL is saying is that! we've no n'gk: for sirike, that
we'll be in breack of our contract on ] November. If they
can sack us under these conditions what's at stake is our
right to have a union. 38,000 workers secked at a stroke!
Three quarters of a million sacked gy a result!

The way we dor 't address ourselves fo the Edwardes’
threat is to say s g bluff. We have (o prepare for i hap-
pening. It hecomes an issue for the entire trade union
moverment i these sackings occur, for the whole member
ship of the frade unions.

Logical

When the Pentonville Five were pur in prisan the
TCGWU called irg trade proups out in the docks. This was
enough. If the BL membership foce the sack the TG WL
should immediately call on iIs trade group among car-
WOrKers (o come oul and cail on the rest of (s members o
Jnin,

Hugh Scanlon called his membership our when the
AUEW funds were sequestered. Tt's logical that the TUC
should call @ zeneral sirike if 38,000 workers are sacked af
o srroke.

It's unprecedented, That sort af action would put the
continued existence of the povernment an the line.,

It's @ very bod mistake to wait until 1 November, We
shauld be campaigning now in other trade unions, and

Photo: MIKE TURNER [Socialist Ehs!lang&l

quired now in order to win.

This week the BL workforce could be on
an all out national strike for a decent pay
rise. But the labour movement, Ed-
wardes and the government all know
this action is a test of strength between
the working class and the Tories.

On these pages, three militants who
have been active in BL for a number of
yvears explain the factors that have led to
this confrontation — and what is re-

Why BL workers are
fighting back this time

By Pat Hickey TGWU

THE BL vote for strike action undoubtedly
came as a surprise to many in the labour move-
ment. For the last three years BL workers have
accepted wage rises well below the rate of in-
flation and well below the going rate.

As well as attacks on the shop stewards
organisation, the workforce had accepted the
loss of morae than 66,000 jobs. and the ending of
mutuality clauses on staffing levels which had
massively increased the work load for the
remaining workers.

The vote for strike ac-  and productivity deals.

tion was -overwhelming
from the major plants:
The two to one figures
uoted in the media in-
cluded plants which have
accepled or been given
notice of closure and
smaller plants which have
been ona two day week.
But at longbridge,
Cowley, Land Rover/
Range Rover and lag,
Brown's Lane, the vote
wag carried  with only a
handful against.
This contrasted sharp-
ly with the previous three
ears when the workforce
had been divided on the
guestion of action aganst
BL’s imposition of wage

Many expecied a repeal
performance this year,
Even inside BL it was
impossible 1o make a firm
prediction. There was no
doubt that workers were
fed up with falling living
standards and constant in-
creases in the work rale
and fed up too with never
ending threals of closure.
But this had been the
case previously. So whar
changed? The most impor-
tant factor which resulted
i the dissatisfaction of the
workforce expressing irgelf
to take strike action, was
the lead given by the
AUEW and TGWU na-
tional officials, Both Terry

Dufiy and Greoaville Haw-
ley recommended a sirike
{rom- 1 November if the ol-
fer was nobimproved.

For the last three years
both unions have soughl
to-avoid any such confron-
tation. The AUEW has ré-
commended acceprance of
every pay offer and has
even instructed members
to cross picket lines; while
the TGWU, at best, has
said it would back plants if
they took action.

frade wnion laws.

We have to be aware of the limits of the trade union

leaders. The Miners' Union has adiourned talks indefinite-
Iy to see what happens at BE. Gormiey says, "'Why siould
we-always be leading things?' (He meant the miners not
fiim, of course.)

The politics of the situation will be the same in 1981 ay
It wes in 1980 with the stepl strike, The trade union leaders
will be prepared to have g knock ar the 4 per cenr, but

The result was tharn the
workforce has been divid-
ed from the beginning and
any. action was raptdly
iznlated and defeated. On-
v national action could
provide an - adeguate Tes-
ponse (o Edwardes,

But the initiative for
this lay with the afficials.
Instead they have presided
over massive attacks on
the gains of the post-war
shop stewards movement,
without offering a serious

fight.

Inside BL the shop
stewards organisations
have been  drasticallv
wedkened by the com-
pany’s attacks: At plant
level shop stewards com-
mittees have funchonned
ala very low level of activi-
tvand many sectionsham
had no steward.

Many i e stewards
are new and w the prevail-
ing conditions have: had
little ¢hance 1o gain ex-
perience. At national level
the combine committes
has scarcely funclioned

and the leading convenors
have done little to pull any
effective national organis-
ation together.

The result has been
that the leadership ts firm-
lv in the hands of the
officials at this stage. And
here lies the danger; a
strike at BL will have great
political significance.

1t challenges the Torics

ohn Sturrock (Repart)

they 'l pull buck at coming oul together.

First Gormiey, then Fisher will be likely o back down. 7
We've gor fo po info alf the unions now, bring the review 2
dates forward, take on the argumenis about the S0P 2

al the sharpest poinl of
their attacks on-1 :-:-_wnrke
ing class. Any significant
concession will représent a

thraugh trades couwncils to get solidarity. When Edwardes
decides what to do on I November e will look ot how the
other unions are responding.

On the 4 per cenl, those that are now waiting for
answers, like the local authority workers, there's no paint
in them sitfing back and ailowing themselves 1o be
ieeilated.

If BL is cracked, the 4 per cent will most certainly go
through, This will give the prean light to Tebhit’s anti-
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Some af the right-wing are arguing that i would ve heen
alFight to take on the Tories last vear but mow we 've gol the
SO, i

e 're soon goimg (o be fold thal we've gol (o Keep the
Tories in office to keep the S0P owt! { think we've goi @
rood chance of winming the arewments mow,

iz o
Alan Thornetr

serious weakening of the
government's policy,

I the dispute is to be
won, it will require huge
resources from the union
and, most particularly,




support from other sec-

B tors. The leadership recog-

nise this.

S0 why have they pit-
ched in now? One reason is
that BL management has
hecome increasingly con-
lemptuous in its treatment
of the officials. Terry Duf-
fy has made it clear that
thiz is a major factor in his
consideralions.

The other is that the
Tories® proposed  anti-
closed shop legislation
could be a real threat to
the unions in BL and in
other - eéngineering  com-
panies if the unions don't
do something for their
members.

For the leadership, for-
cing some concessions
from BL i8 extremely 1m-
nortant. for BL manage-
ment, the problem is that
any concession will be seen
by the workforce as a sign
of weakness, which they
will -exploit to . contest
speed ups and s0 on,

The officials have said
they want an increase on
the basic rates. But they
gpent five hours talking

about guaranteed bonus.
They do not want this
fight.  There 15 sill &

chance that a deal will be
cobbled together.

Other sections of the
leadership  are carefully
avoiding a general con-
frontation, Joe Gormiey
has openly =stated that
negotiations with the MNa-
tional Coal Board have
been put back to avoid the
miners"  final offer co-
inciding with BL's,

The Ford claim is due
in mid-November and the

ublic sector’s is also due.

he way Forward is for all
these claims to be brought
together in & united stuggle
against the government.

BL warkers will ke in
the forefront of this pro-
cess. It will be essential to
develop a counier-weight
to the leadership from the
beginning,

It will be essential for
local and national strike
committees to take control
of the struggle and to
reach  out  to  other
workers; as a first step in
recomposing  the  shop
geLwards oranisation  in
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HOW WAGES COMPARE]

G {Electrical
Engineering)

B0t

7975

down in tha pay league

No amount of fiddling the figures on Edwardes’
part can altar the fact that BL wages are way

1980 1981

‘It's our last

chance’

GEOFF STOCKHAM, Deputy Convenor, Rover
Woarks, Cardiff (personal capacity), spoke to

Celia Pugh

THE VOTE at the Cardiff Rover plant exceeded
our axpectations. It was over three to one to
come out on 1 November. It was a gut reaction
to the tactics of Edwardes.

Cur plant has always
been moderate. There are
three groups of workers.
Cine group want (o take on
Edwardes whatever he
says. Another group s e
opposite-and conceded on
every fronr.

In between are the ma-
jority " who ‘dre shifting
sand. One of the determin-
ing factors -in the strike
voie- was that national

leadership had been given.:

Even though Duffy’s
present <all isn’t- o0
stromg, it shows  the
membership will respond.
Edwardes' brutal tactics
have galvamised this. The
company has waged a
psyvchological battle for
the minds of the members.

Our task is a difficult
one o win the minds of the
members back. The pro-
hlem with people like Duf-
fy and Chapple is they take
the easy way oul, saying

they represent the views of

the average, moderate
membership.

You'll never get sup-
port for action if you don’t
take the more difficult
road to develop the
membership’s  awareness
of whar life is really abont

and develop a  con-
SCIoUSNess for mass
resistance.

It's a damning indict-
ment that Duffy makes
statements (o the press be-

moaning the strike as a
tragedy, If he was a
member of the CBI you'd
expect such stalcments.

He’s been forced to
back sirike action because
his back is up agzainst the
wall. He must be aware of
the implications of the Ed-
wardes” stvle of manage-
ment for the whole of the
labour movemeni.

Edwardes has a direct
link with the government
and he's got disciples like
lan MacGregor in the steel
industry. The only way the
monetarism of the Tores
can succeed is if the trade
union  organisations  are
smashed 1o bits,

The main point in this
dispute is not money but
industrial relations. Duffy
recognises thar the trade
pnjons are being backed
up into a wall and unless
they stand up he'll lose
members.

There are alzo people
wailing in the wings to buy
u? BL and liquidate parts
aof i, We should question
Edwardes® motives with
his brutal tactics — per-
haps he wanis a scapegoat
oy close us.

We cannot be intimid-
ated by this. We'd all like
to. choose our battle
ground, and this may not
be the best one, Butit’s the
only one we'vegot, it's our
last chance,

The union is right to
start with the demand fo
fiat rate increases and not
bonuses,  These  bonus
schemes are bhent  and
under the conirol of the
company. They work in its
favour becausc we can be
headed off with *Buyv-off

MOoney. ;
Some  plants  will
benefitr from them and

others, like ours, won’t
Thl.';i' will try Lo split us up
on s 1ssue.,

We chould also get
hack ro the resolution of
the old, unotficial Com-
bine Committee on refus-
irt§l 10 accepl work from
other plantzs uniess they
agree to let it go, We have
o -estahlish  hefore |
Movember that the rest of
Leviand must support any
plant under -threat of “hi-
quidation or closure;

Ctherwise the wedge
will: be puf in. There's
always been hostility bet-
ween our plant and the
Midlands becauze of fear
that our work will be mov-
ed therc, It applies the
other way oo with the
Midlands® workers grubb-
ing for work. This is divide
and rule.

Part of our discussion
locally 15 about how we
would lobby the executive
around any offer made to
make sure they reflect the
members’ views, This is
what the local strike com-
mittee would do. Duffy
will go for a situation
where it appears (o be the
membership and not the
leadership that have seld
out.

At the time of the
Derek Robinson affair, we
had liaison through the
Combine Committee. This
type of nalional organisa-
tion has vanished. It was
not condoned by the na-
tional officials becausze it

posed a serous counter-
point.

It's important we have
this type of co-ordination
and communication. Ed-
wardes is able to use plants
ars guinea pigs, trving tac-
tics in one plant and if they
work moving onto other
plants. We've had no com-
munication o deal with
these tactics. We've been
isolated and fear comes
from isolation,

It*s official AUEW
policy o resist redundan-
cy, but we've seen 40 per
cent of jobs lost with the
Edwardes” plan. Given the
right circumstances  the
leadership should push for
occupations 1o resist job
losses,

Instead LIJJ.‘I:.-' wenl for
the Edwardes' plan be-
cause their policies have
been those of appease-
ment. These policies of ap-
peasement have not work-
ed for us because the
management just comes
back for more,

. First Edwardes said his
intention. was  to. end
wildeal  strikes. MNow,
when our strike decision
has been taken through ac-

-, cepted procedures, he

threatens the sack. The
British Levland workers
have been steamroliered
by Edwardes and his plan.

Leyvland has never had
sufficient investment and
haz spent massive amounts
on interést payments on
loans. We also need a
management  team  with
greater social responsibili-
ty on the pringiple of
Levland ag a public com-
pany to provide a con-
unuity of employment in

he British car industry.

Edwardes has no such
responsibilily. It's like let-
ting a dogz loese i a bul-
cher's shop. We have (o
have an idea of work-
sharing  miles  removed
from the company’s idea.
We also have to make sure
there is accountability.

Of course, the present
government wounldn't
stomach this. We'd need a
Labour government. Even
here we need 1o be mindful
that it was Callaghan who
imposed Edwardes on us
in the first place. We'd
need a different type of
government with different
policies,

The union officials are
weak because they are
afraid of the link up bet-
ween industrial  and
political action like you
saw in the General Strike,
The unions have never
really been right since
then.

| cannot see how the
TUC can stand back now.
The tactics of Edwardes
are obvious and they af-
fect evervone. We'll be out
when other workers are
giving the 4 per cent the
two fingers.,

The strike action
should be made general,
This is a dispute with the
government lo smash the
unions. We cannot let
them get away with it.

stewards in Coventry — the first

four per cent things are more dif-

The major

responsibility of

Ford workers
go for £20
more, 35 hours

By Mick Drake.
Dagenham assembly plant

ON FRIDAY 30 October the
Ford Motor Company will be
raplying to tha 1981 wage
claim of its 55,000 pllus
manual workers. The claim is
a good one. The demands of
£20 across the board, a 35
hour week and improved
pensions. are clear cut and
break down pay grade divi-
sions.

Thie claim has heen ratified by a
national meeting of Ford shop

time this body has met since 1978,
Two well argued leaflets from the
national negotiating commitee have
also heen mags distributed in the
plants.

This is all to the good. But it re-
mains the case that the actual claim
was drawn up by a handful of full
time union officials and convenors
and simply rubber stamped by the
Coventry conference.

The shap stewards actuaily over-
rurned the officials’ recommenda-
tion in order (o adopt an identical
claim'in 1978,

The big question is — will Fard
workers frght? In 1978 our mine
week strike destroved Healey's five
per cent wage limit policy and open
ed the way for the lorry drivers and
public sector waorkers, In 1981 the
shap floor is well aware that with 3
million unemployed and Thatcher’s

ficule,

In addition most Ford plants
have been slaughtered by short time
working for the last eighteen mon-
ths, Due to the lack of direction and
fight from the plant and national
union leaderships over short time
working, more people: are taking
voluntary redundancy now than a
YEar or 50 ago.

However, the biggest and most
decisive plants — the Body and
Assembly Planis al both Dagenham
and Halewood — have not suifered
short time, Halewood has the new
Escort which has sold [aster across
the world than anv car in Ford's
history.

And Dagenham is currently be-
ing re-equipped for the launch of the
car which will replace the Cortina,
In addition, Ford UK is still making
money, which is being used 1o prop
up the near bankrupt Ford USA,

stewards and plant leaderships 15,
therefore, to convince the sho
floor that the claim can be won. It
has to be pointed out that two weeks
of determined strike action by
Halewood workers earlier this vear
destroyed the company’s
disciphnary code; that Dagenham
lorry drivers have fought to work,
despite  official sabotage; thar
Dagenham press shop workers are
currently  blocking the shipping
abroad of 20 stamping dies which
threaten hundreds of jobs:

We have the power to win and
wewon't be fighting alone. Leyvland
workers are facing the government
head on. Miners, lorry drivers and
tanker drivers are all lined up with
hig claims, The job of our national
officials is to pull these togerher into
i common onglanght against That-
cher’s four per cent.
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By Toni Gortan

Winning
at Staffa

NOW four weeks on strike Staffa workers in East Lon-
don have mounted a 24-hour picket to save 390 jobs.
And they have sent delegations out to the labour
movament across the country 1o raise money for the
strike fund and to get the miners and dockers to putan
embargo on the Staffa hydraulic motors.

According to a spokes-
person for the shop stewards
committee they met with a *fan-
taztic’ and  ‘unbelievable’
response from the miners in
South Wales in: particular.

In addition to these basic
forms of winning support for
their strike, the Staffa workers
alzo aim to win the Labour Par-
ty, at London and national
level, 10 make Staffa a focus
for the fight to save inner city
jobs,

The street fighting that took
place in the big cities aver the
summer exposed the deep rage
of the young in particular
about their no-hope future.

Michael Heseltine, Minister
of the Environment, who led a
government team investigating
the Toxteth riots urged the re-
cent Tory conference to rebuild
the inner cities with govern-
ment cash 1o tackle the horrors

of unemployment.

But the Tory government
continues to offer the Staffa
management a £4.5m reloca-
tion grant to move the plant to
Plvmouth,

When the onginal an-
nouncement was made in June
about the closure of the Leyton
plant, the workers approached
the Labour—mntmﬂzc?ﬁreater
London Council who promptly
offered to match the govern-
menl grant to kesp the com-
pany in Leyion,

The company refused to ac-
cept the GLC offer because, as
was  revealed insécret
documents discovered during
the sit-in, it would be more pro-
fitable to locate the company in
Plymouth — labour costs could
be reduced and the strength of
the two unions, the AUEW and
ASTMS could be broken.

Solidarit

Socialist Challenge supporters in East London

Y
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halpad Staffa workers rndr.rcﬂ and sell badges saying 'Staffa Stay "

Layton’. Here Tina, an A STMS member helps bring in part of the £700+ from the CND march on 24 Octaber. Martin, another
ASTMS member falt particularly pleased at having sold badges to Tony and Caroline Bann.

Hackney North MP, Ernic
Raoberts, has already asked a
question in parliament about
the sense of providing millions
of pounds o move Staffa to
Plymouth in view of the inner-
city crisis,

The: 3Staffa joint  shop
stéwards commillee approach-
ed their local MP, Brvan
Magee, to orpanise a meeting

Staffa campaign
swings into action

By Toni Gorton

In the POEU

Socialist Challenge sup-
porters in the Post Office
Engineering Union report
that tha London City branch
gave £400 to the Staffa strike
fund.

Brothar Binnia, a Wast
Indian steward on tha night
shift at Staffa, won the
branch by his clear account
of the management’s ac-
tions in shutting the Staffa
factary in Leyton.

Mot only did the branch
give £400 but it is sponsoring
a young Staffa worker to go
on the TUC’s Jobs Expross
during November.

Full of enthusiasm, the

branch will produca
material explaining the
dispute and asking for

workplace collections from
its 3.900 members.

It decided to make the
union office available to the
Staffa workers to produce
publicity and a strike
bulletin and will also cam-
paign for support for Staffa
at national and regional
level of the POEU,

East London Benefit Dance planned for LSE and Staffa

During the meeting, of-
ficars and members =aid
why the Staffa fight against
closure was especially im-
portant for POEU members.

Staffa was the first
warkforce in London to say
no to redundancy and no to
the Tories; no to their
bosses’ stripping their fac-
tory of 390 jobs in the move
to Plymouth; and no to their
Tories, whose relocation
grants allow firms to strip
innar city areas of jobs,
making millions of pounds
in the process.

The secretary explainad
that Staffa could only win if
it had the strength of the
organisad  trade  union
movement behind it and
therefora the branch had to
put it& resources at its
dizposal.

Londan City branch is
prepared to ask sister
unions to support Staffa by
putting an ambargo on Staf-
fa products hut felt that a
call from the engineering
union invalved. the AUEW,
was a maore effective way to
BNSUre SUccess.

in the TGWU

The East London Co-
ordinating Committee of the
Transport and General
Workers Union meeting on
25 October unanimously
agreed to circulate all af-
filiated branches with the
Staffa appeal.

Howewver, during a
discussion on getting an
embargo put on Staffa pro-
ducts, the chairperson of
the No -1 Region. Road
Transpart and Commercial
S_a::tio n, reported that no of-
ficial union approach has so
far been made concerning
the firm and drivers who
ramoved the hydraulic
motors from the premises
when police took over on 17
October,

Right to Work rally

A lively rally of some 300
people in East Landon on 21
Octobar donated a very
useful £500 to the Staffa
dispute, £50 of this was
given to a spokesperson
from the Laurence Scott
dispute in Manchastar.

with Labour MPs to launch a
national campaign against the
government's relocation plans.
Magee refused on the
grounds that it was up to their
unions to run their dispute.
However, various GLC
councillors are discussing with
the Staffa JSSC the possibilities
of such a campaign and on
Tuesday 3 Movember there will

be & full meeting of the GLC to
debate a policy statement on
Staffa,

Getting the backing of the
GLC and the Parliamentary
Labour Party for a vigorous
national campaign to block the
Tory grant could mean victory
for the Staffa strikers.

It could aid the campaign to
stop the sile and movement of

Staffa hydraulic motors, and
help the financing of the stike
by making the Staffa dispute a
national byword.

Send all messages of suppord,
donarions and tefegrams to Chris
MNewson, AUEW Strike Cormmii-
e, 39 Somers Road,
Waithamstow E17.. Tel 0f-539
88h.

NATIONAL
SOLIDARITY

CONFERENCE

Saturday 14 November
10am — 5pm

Application for credentigls

Check list

® Arrange a speaker for your
Labour Party, union or community

organisation

@ Pass resolutions of support
especially diracted to the national
exacutive committees of ASTMS

and AUEW

® Take collections whearever possi-
ble using the official collection
sheets with tha union stamp

® Plan fundraising events

@ Sell badges — Staffa stays —
order from Chris Newson AUEW
strike committee, 39 Somers Road,
Walthamstow, London E17. 20p
sach & 15p postage. No reduced
rates for bulk orders, Cash with
order. Quote Socialist Challenge

Plegse  refurn to:
Draviesden, Manchester

Creche facifities will be provided i reguested up 1o one
week before the conference.

Please send us credentials for ..o drlegates, We
enclose a chequespostal order for £ &2
per delegate.

Drefegates will be accepted on the basis of fous from
Joint Shop Stewards Commitices and two from all other
bona fide labour movement bodies.

An agenda and more information will be sent with
delegates credentials. There will be as much fime as
possible allocated Lo contributions from the floor with
priority given 1o those in dispute;

BlEe OF O nISa O b s e
BT e B BETESVS LG i | | e s S SO e
Workplace........
i b T | T i e e e o M e

Telephone: . o e e e T e S e O

W J Partan, 15 Lines Road,

By Frank Gorton, trade union liaison officer for
Hackney North Labour Party

TONY Benn MP is one of the many labour movement
figures to sponsor a giant fundraising event in East
London on 6 November to raise money for the striking
workers and their families at Laurence Scott in Man-
chester and Staffa in Leyvton, East London.

The benefit has won a lot of support from the
labour movement in London, with official backing
from the Leyton and Hackney North Labour Parties:
from the Trades Councils in Walthamstow and
Hacknay; and from GLC councillors Paul Boateng of
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Walthamstow and Peter Dawe. of Leyton.

Other MPs in support include Ernie Roberts, Reg
Race, lan Mikardo, Stan Thorne, Stan Newens, John
Tilley and Jo Richardson.

Tickets are being sent out throughout the labour
movemeant and people are being asked to onate the
price of a ticket even if they can’t attend and allow a
Staffa worker and their family to go. i

If you would like to come or sponsor a striker, che-
gues should be made payable to: Walthamstow
Trades Council (Benefit) and sent to: F Gorton, c/a 37
Dunedin Road, Leyton E10.

LSE/Staffa

BENEFIT DANCE

Leyton Assembly Hall, Municipal Offices

The High Road, Leyton, London E10
Friday 6 November, 7.30-11.30
price £2.50




By Patrick Sikorski

OVER 400 Leurence Scott waorkers and other trade
unionists from the Manchaster area successfully
prevented Arthur Snipe of Mining Supplies, Don-
caster. from re-opening the Openshaws factory on
Monday on terms which would have meant none of
the strike leadership being among the 150 offered jobs.

There are still 230 workers
supporting the dispute, all of
whom must be offered jobs.

The vast majority attended
the mass picket from Gam on-
wards, supported by workers
from Chloride; Salford and
Frederick bus depots; SEL:
GEC; Gardners; four Ferranli

factories: the direet works
department; and Francis
Shaw’s,

Gate

Only one worker who had
left the dispute responded to
Smpe’s call and  presented

himsell at the gate for work. He
didn’t get any further.

IET

One of the LSE strikars at the CND march where

I:'-‘culh:c arrested one picket,
Chris  Murray, an  AUEW
member from Ferranti's
Moston factorviand a Socialist
Challenge supporter, on a
charge of obstruction. The ar-
resting  officer  was Super-
intendant Rutledge who was in
charge of rthe unsuccessful
police  operation  to  allow
management and scabs to enter
the factory.

For a time it looked as if the
police were going to make
Chris pay the price of their
defeat, He was detained for
over three hours, told that he
wonld not be allowed bail and
wonld be kept in the cells over
night.

e

demonstrators dropped almost £1000 into the bucksets.

Union leaders attack strike
and turn heat off the boss

rlm e, >

A C‘llying picker” of three
car loads of Seott’s workers im-
mediately picketed the police
station in Grey Mare Lane,

Furiouz police threatened
the pickers with immediate ar-
rest and kept them continually
on the move, bul within half an
hour Chris was allowed 1o
make a phone cali.

Seott workers stood £50 bail
and he was released,

Disgrace

A5 Joe Hobson said, “They
abways try it on and if vou let
them get away with it vou’ll get
your nose rubbed in-it,, Their
behaviour this morning was
disgraceful.’

Afrer six months on the
picket line, feelings against the
managers who arrived L0 sel up
an emplovment bureau, -boiled
aver, The police still insisted on
trying to  force their way
through the pickel lines and the
superiniendent had even lent

Solidarity

Laurence Scott boss foil
hymass picket

F

By Patrick Sikorski

IN THE face of the rock-hard deter-
mination of the Laurence Scott
workers, now in the 27th week of their

fight to keep their factory in Man-
chester open. the national officials of
their union, and the boss., Arthur
Snipe are being forced into more
manoeuvres to break the strike.

management his own car 1o
drive 1o the factory.

This scotched any remain-
ing ideas of police impartiality,
Police, management and the

as a resylr,

[} remove

Police seize striker Phil Panning but (eter drop him and errest Chris Murray

superintendent’s car suffered

Finally the local SPG (Tac-
tical Aid Group) was called in
convenor

Photo: Marning Star

£

Barry from the [actory en-
trance and free the personnel
manager, Ian Lees, who had
been trapped in the Factory for

Drenis two hours.

If during the last week the heat has
been turned off Snipe. the blame
must be laid once again at the door of
AUEW president, Terry Duffy and
general secretary John Boyd.

Earlier in the dispute Duffy and
Boyd unilaterally withdrew official
backing from the LSE workers despite
opposition from Manchester MNorth
District Committee and despite the
normal rules of procedure. Official
backing is vital to the ability of the
strike to win.

The LSE workers took their case
against Duffy and Boyd to the AUEW
Final Appeals Court where it was con-
fidently expected the ruling would go
in their favour.

On the contrary, Duffy and Boyd
refused to hand over correspondence
and the court has gone as far as it can
at the moment in passing a motion of
censure against the - national ex-
ecutive,

While the shop stewards were
fighting the Boyd/Duffy manoesuvres,
Snipe went onto the offensive, san-
ding out invitations to all 650 ‘ex-
employees’ offering them first con-
sideration for the 150-175 jobs
available from Monday 26 October
when the factory would re-open for
"'reduced production’.

The shop stewards declared that
there would only be a return to work
when the 230 still on the picket line are
offered jobs and immediately called a
mass picket from 6.30am on Monday.

Two management teams who
turned up on Thursday and Friday to
open an ‘employment bureau’ were
given short shrift by pickets.

The LSE workers are unanimously
supported by the Manchester (No 29)
Confederation of Shipbuilding and
Engineering Unions District Commit-
tee which last Thursday called on all
union members not to cross the
picket line.

The Confed District Secretary,
John Tocher, who is also the AUEW
divisional organiser, addressing the
strikers last Thursday, made it clear
that the offer of 150 jobs was an at-
tempt to split the strikers and was
proof positive of collusion between
Snipe and national AUEW officials.

It is also clear that neither Boyd,

Duffy or Snipe want the factory to re-
open with the strike leadership going
back in.

Snipe would face a triumphant
workforce and the national AUEW of-
ficials would face a bastion of opposi-
tion to their undemocratic regime.

The arrogance of Boyd and Duffy
toward the democratic rights of the
AUEW membership was shown when
they refused to hand over the relevant
correspondence to the Appeal Court.

The court said it was their right to
sit indefinitely until the evidence was
produced. Boyd replied that they
could sit as long as they wanted.

The court unanimously censured
the executive but although the Man-
chester North District Committee has
been allowed to recall the Final Ap-
peal Court if they're not satisfied with
the situation. this can’t be done until
they're officially notified of the
court’s decision.

Who's job is it to inform them? Sir
John Boyd! and he can take up to
three weeks if he wants to.

It's safe to assume that the whole
thing will be delayed several more
weeks and in the meantime any ruling
about the national officials will be a
matter of history and have no
favourable outcome for the LSE
workers.

Every branch and district in the
AUEW is being mailad this week with
a letter explaining Duffy and Boyd's
latest manouevre and calling for &
campaign of resolutions censuring
the executive and recalling the Na-
tional Committee immediately.

Motions of censure have already
gone forward from Manchester Nor-
th, Manchestar South, Sheffield and
North Londaon District Committees.

This will be the third time that the
Scott's fight against Duffy and Boyd
has been carried to every branch of
the union.

Scotts workers confidently expect
a big response and a new flood of
financial help to add to the figure of
almost £1,000 collected at last Satur-
day’s giant CND demonstration.

Rush messages of support and donations ta 20
Roundcroft.  Remiley, Cheshire.  And get
delegated to the solidarity confarance.
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THIS TIME \

. EVEN THE POLICE said there were 150,000

there. The real figure was more like 250,000.

But whatever the precise number, last Satur-

day’s CND demonstration showed that the

second generation of anti-nuclear

campaigners has arrived with a bang.

The campaign to get rid of nuclear

E.P. Thompson weapons and nuclear bases from British soil
JpesiE ALY is larger than it has ever been — and last
Saturday’s demonstration was bigger than

any that CND mounted in the late fifties and

early sixties.

Spurred on by Reagan’s statement that a

‘theatre’ nuclear war in Europe was quite

conceivable, and the massive demonstration

in Bonn the weekend before, nearly a thou-

sand coaches and 30 trains poured into London.
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It was a massive political victory for CND,
and a slap in the face for Thatcher and the Tories.

The vast majority of the marchers were
L Dverwhelmingly they came w:t ND.
=ND local groups, W|th
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Reagan expects

Euroshima

REAGAN has spelled it
out. He said he could en-
visage a war in Europe in
which there was an ex-
change of tactical nuclear
weapons, without eithe-
rside *pushing the button®
for all-out nuclear war.
Thiz confirmation of US
war scenarios will come as
no surprise 1o anti-missile
CRMpalgners.

The only thing that's
surprising (a little anyway)
is that Reagan has been so
stupid as to admit il in
public. He was just confir-
ming the words of ex-US
admiral Gene La Rocque:
r e will fight the next war

e — if you dum-
pid ecnough (o

L =
! ﬁ?-.'hl.'r.'llaliﬂ is

10 the notions of

B Snifélear  war

ionted by

a

P ——

ﬁlﬁi ?
’!I‘:Re:aha[mn ]'E"'-r P uu

Soviet Union would be
apainst targets in Western
Eurape but not against the
United States. An all-out
nuclear exchange wopld
thus be avoided.

What would be the
point of such a ‘limited’
war? A ‘rtheatre’ war
would be onz in which
both sides attempted 1o
win ground in Europe. For
the West of course this
wonld mean *destabilising’
Eastern Europe — 50 that
same East European coun-
tries, and perhaps even the
Ukraine, could be won
away from the Eastern
bloc.

The very fact that such
a thing is discussed shows
thar the Western powers
are now serioushy con-

Lil.l-f.‘iw'.ﬂ.:l' war _«-.
Proh

sidering that I.uar — EVED
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By Tom Marlowe

Cancun, roughly translated, means ‘snakes’

nest’,

The Mexican city was therefore an ap-

propriate venue for the North/South summit
which met there last weel.

The official aim of the gathering was to
discuss what could be done about world pover-
ty. It was a follow-up meeting to one held in Ot-
tawa in July which debated the Brandt report
on the North/South divide.

More realisticallv, the
Cancun ~ meeling  — was
designed fo allow  ihe
leaders ‘of Western im-
perialism Lo lecture
various selected guests on
how capitalism and im-
perialism were wonderful.
It was like slave owners
telling  slaves how  ser-
vitude was good for them,

The trappings of the
meeting were ohiceneg, It
cost eight million dollars
1o stage, visiting dig-
natories like Thatcher and
Reagan were greeted with
21-gun  salutes. Special
furmiture was flown in. S0
was @ personal hairdresser
for Margaret Thatcher.

Even the Financial
Times commented that
Cancun was ‘an incon-
gruous selting for an imter-
national summit 1o diseuss
the problems of the
world’s poor nations,”'

The meeting had been
fixed beforchand. Reagan
had said he would not
show up 1f Caban leader,
Fidel Custro, was invited,
Various European nations
which were expeeled to be
troublesome, such as [taly,
were also not allowed in.

The Austrian president
whose idea the whole thing
was in the first place,
withdrew from the guest
hist with a diplomatic ill-
ness, 50 embarrassed was
he about the restricted in-
vitations. The Soviet
Union, quite  rightly,
refused o attend, saying
that the pmbli.ma the
underdeveloped countries
faced were duc Lo “colonial
explottation’, and that
Cancun would not solve
them,

Gap

Yet there i= no doubt
that a genuine discussion
on the problems and
causes of world poverty
would have been worth-
while. A Ffew statislics
illustrate the wealth -gap
which  exists between the
rich and poor nations of
the world — and how that
gap is growing,

Acmrdmg to the
World Bank's 1980 World
Development Report the
average mmcome per head
of 18 industrialised coun-
tries in 1930 was $3,841;
that of the 38 countries
with the lowest income
was 3164, or about one
twenty-third, In 1980 the
estimated averdge income
of the former was 39,684,
the income of the latter
wae 5245, or barely one
forlieth.

These were the pro-
blems the Brandi Report
attemnpied to deal with. It
was inlerpreled as a liberal
report, a plea for the rich
Morth to give more help 1o
the South. But the reason
such a plea was made was
given away in an article by
Brandt Commission

s -
A T

member, led Heath, in
The Times:

‘The (least developed)
countries may not be of
greal  economic  HRpOr-
tance to the West. But they
ara often of vital stratepic

rlance to il... their
sta ility is threatened by
radical forces whose suc-
cess s nurtored by
gconomic deprivation and
inequality.

However, the Brandt
Commission argued, it
wag in the interests of the
West to be a little more
helpful to  the  under-
developed countries. Bul
this view was challenged at

Cancun by Ronald
.
Even: before: the

meeting he had put for-
ward the wview that the
developing countries
would find their salvation
in the ‘magic of the market

lace’. Accordingly,

eagan argued at Cancun,
the ‘third world" should be
made to stand on its own
feet.

. Many of these coun-
tries would welcome the
apportunity ta do so, if it
were not for the case that
standing beside them, with
guns in their hands, are the
Weslern powers.,

Feagan was telling his
Western allies it was fime
they dropped the *human
face of capitalism’ ap-
proach. He also made sure
that any financial
‘assislance’ the Morth does
give the South will, as is
usual in such transactions,
be to the benefit of the
Wesl.

For example, on 22
October Reagan told the
Cancun  delegates  that
‘meaningtul progress”

towards *global negotia-
tions” on workd  poverly
waonld depend oI,
‘respect” for the ‘powers
and functions of existing
institutions’. Reagan nam-
ed  the  International
Monctary Fund “as ong
such institution.

This was an important
condition. The poorer na-
tions of the u.'-:uer had cafl-
ed for a world bank based
on and controlled by the
United Nations, because
in such an international
bﬂd:{' the poorer nations
would have a majority.

The IMF, on the other
hand, is Western
dominated, and if *aid” to
the underdeveloped coun-
tries is channelled through
such an institution then it
will continue to be of little
help to the Southern half
of the hemisphere,

‘Ald? is good business
for the West, Last vear the
‘Third World" paid the
West over 5,000 million
dollars in debt servicing
alone.

Also, the IMF has in
the pa.;t impﬁs:d condi-
Lions lvans (o
lll‘lﬁtrdt‘-tfﬁpﬂﬂ nations,
These insist that  such
countries open up their
markets to manufactured

oods from the West, At
the same time the West
themselves eract tarrif bar-

ricrs against ‘cheap im-
poried goods® from poor
countries.

To have. expected the
West  fo o tackle Nor-
th/South ineguality at
Cancun would have been
naive. The imperiafist
countries have grown rich
hecause of their plunder of
the South, and because of
the hold of their multing-
tionals in many Alrican,
Asian and South
American countries.

The West will not
give up its economic
dominance of these
countries by choice.
It will have to be
taken from them.

e INfeINa10N Al —

GCancun summit - a
~ nest of snakes

Make Turkey an
issue in the
labour movement

By Nigel Johnson

‘NOW THE time has come to
establish = strong state struc-
ture. Once again our counirymen
can fell the pride of being able to
proclaim from deep within their
hearts: I am a Turk”.

Wirh rhis piece af racist noRsense
General Kenan Eveen, Chisfof Turkey's
ruling military  dictalorship, formally
opened the new Turkish “Conslitueni
Astembly’ lasr week, and 50 52l Turkey
back on the ‘road to democracy”,

Last week too the Generals formally
dizeoived all political pariies (they had
Been banned anyway since the coup) and
sturted fegal proceedings against former
social democratic Prime Minisier, Bulenr
Feevit,

Ecevit who had the tamerfty 1o impiy
publicly that he didn’t aprea with rhe
General's programime for Turkey was
fmmediately guilty of contrgvening one
of the junia’s more inferesting edicts
Jrom June this year — the one which
banned politics!

Ecevir faces ¢ paol sentence of up 1o
one vear. This r":r an Fr!."l’*.l'?!.r-""l- mifel

over 300 lives q.f_'r“-:.:?f{p sinca h‘:.e' COup,

The party of which Ecevit was the
leader, the Republican Peaples Party, ix
affiliated to the "Socialist International”,
Aciion should be taken in the British
Labour Party io oblain Ecevil’s release
afong wirk thar af all political prisoners
in Turkey It has long been clear that the
Generals' carefree trampling on demo-
cratic righis must be bused on something.
That something is speit NATO,

It has just been revealed that the US
have built three secret girflelds in easiern
Turkey — ar Billi, Van and Kars —
within siriking distance of Tehran.

Turkey has always been g strategic
couniry Jar NATO, but recent evenis in
the region, especially the fall of the Shuh
and now PASOKs election viclory in
Greece an a strong anti-NA T0 platform,
have redoubled its importance io the
alligrce and its war plans.

Military dictatorship, while not an
ideal form of rule, is strongly preferred in
the State Departmient o the severe
political instability and high ievel of closs
struggle prior 1o the coup. ;

An impact opporiunity {o develop g
caompaign i the lghour movement
an Turkey is the forthcoming conference
called by the Commirtree for the Defence
af Democratic Rights in Turkey, This
corference ix open to all delegales from
labour movement bodies,

Supporters of Sociglist Challenge
should apply for credentials from the
CDDRT, 28-29 Parkfield Sireet, London
NI. The conference is on Saturday 12
December gt NUFTO Hall, London
5
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Where do the SDP!
stand on Ireland ?

By Geoff Bell

AT LONG last, discussion
conferences has come

political

on lreland at party
in from the

cold. Both the recent Tory and Labour con-
farences discussed the issue. Not, however the

SDP.

That makes it difficult
to establish just what the
SDP does have 100 say
about Ireland, But there
are a number of clues. For
example, who gave as 4
reason  for joining  the
SDP: ‘Labour has achisv-
ad nothing in Northern
Ireland, they were no bet-
ter than the Tories?’

The quotation is from
Michael ©’Halloran, MP
for Morth lslington. His
Irsh radicalism will come
as a surprse to ithe
members of his former
local party.

Quit

Labour  critics  of
O'Halloran in MNorth 1s1-
ington were angry that he
had refused (o vote against
the Prevention of Ter-
rorism - Act (PTA), and
had refused to advocate
the local parly's policy of
‘roops out now'.

ut in a statement to

B
jhgdash Zimes O/ Hall.

Labour/Tory hipartizan-
ship on Ireland which
forced him (o quil. Mind
vou, that's what he told an
Irish newspaper, In astate-
ment to the British press he
gave as a reason for his
defection, ‘the new hard
feft Labour Party — the
parly of Tony Benn and
Een Livingstone.

Unlike  O"Halloran,
Benn and Livingstone
have been to the fore in

nE it was

Some might think it
unfair on the SDP to sug-
est  the hypocrisy of
%.’[ic:hau] O'Halloran s
typical of the parly, But
the SDP's confusions, on
Ireland as on s many
other issues, does not end
with O"Halloran.

The opinions of Shirley
Williams arc another ex-
ample. Williams has some-
thing of a history in
discussing Ireland. She
represented Labour's
MNEC in party conference
debates on the subject in
1971 and 1974. On the lat-
ter occasion she promised
that the Prevention of Ter-
rorism Act, introduced by
another SDP converl Roy
Jenkins, would be repeal-
ed after six months.

This lie hasn't stopped
williams continmng (0

ublicise her views on
reland. In July, she wrolc
an article in The Times
with the bold title ‘Let us
shake off these policies of
despair in Ulster.”

Troops

The policies she was
referring Lo were not, as
most ple would
assume, the existing ones,
but rather *an independent
Ulster, repartition or the
withdrawal of troops’.

Instead, Williams sug-
gested, ‘economic aid for
the province through the
EEC’, and *A renewed in-
itiative toward power-
sharing’.

Williams sees this institu-
tion as a cure-all for pro-
blem? everywhere. But her
advocacy of WET-
sharing was hardly the
breaking of new political
around promised by the
SDP.

Rejected

Indeed ‘power-
sharing’ must be the most
trampled-under-foot
ground in the MNorth of
Ireland. It has been pro-
posed and rejected as
many Umes as Shirley
Wilhams has been given
spaee in The Times,

If one member of the
gang of four has little to
offer on Ireland, what
about another one —
David Cwen?

In an interview on lrish
radio on 1 October he call-
ed for a ‘major political in-
iative  in Morthern

reland which would in-

.

volve London, Dublin and
Belfast.” He went on Lo
suggest that “Britain might
use economic leverage’ (o
force MNorth of [reland
Lovalists to develop closer
ties with the South,

This suggestion of
cconomic threats ta hring
about Irish unity may have
COME a5 a surpnse to
Shirley Williams. In an in-
terview in the Irish Times
in February she maintain-
ed: It is an illusion to sup-
pose that the majority in
Morthern Ireland could be
forced into unity with the
Republic®.

Vote

Ihe contradictions
deepen the further the per-
sonal records of SDP con-
verls are explored. There
are the cases of James
Dunn and Neville Sandel-
son. Both were Labour
rebels on lreland. Unfor-
tunately, they rebelled in

Roy Jenkins — as EEC president resisted discussion

of lreland

different directions,
Sandelson was on of 43
Labour MPs who voled
against the Labour
government's deal with the
Unionists in 1978 whereby
the larter were promised
more seats in parliament,
in return [or supporting

the Callaghan govern-
ment. Sandelson's oppast-
Lion to this was one of the
few principled decisions he
ever made.

Dunn's rebellion was
more recent. In August,
after Bobby Sands election
victory, the Tories propos-
ed to change the rules
whereby no mare  Irish
olitical prisoners would
e allowed to stand for
election. Labour oppesed
this mowve, but Dunn
declared his support for
Tharcher. He said he
would defy the Labour
whip and ‘vote with the
Tories, So strongly did he
protest that the shadow
cahinet decided to allow
MPs a free vote on the
IsEuL.

Win

Judging from other
votes that SDP MPs have
taken part in on the Com-
mons floor it will be
Dunn’s right wing views

speaking out on Ireland. was

The EEC suggestion
made

because

Michael O'Halforan

James Dunn

The way forward

Statermnent from the Na-
tional Committee of the

Irish revolutionary

socialist organisation,

Peoples Demacracy

PD WELCONES the ending of
the hunger strike. Like many
Irish people all over this island,
we breathe a sigh of relief that no
longer do the prisoners have to
sacrifice their very lives for five
basic demands.

We sglute the fremendous courdge
and the overwhelming determination
chown by the prisoners who for five long
years fived with the brutality and torfure
in the H Blocks and who resisted the
British criminalisation policy.

The death of ten prisoners and the
Brilding of a mass campaign in Ireland
and  ar  an Cinternational level hag
prevented the Brits from defeating rhe
prisoners, Buy we could not call this a vic-
tory for the prisoners either,

The ouicome of a political struggle is
not always fudged on the terms on which
it is eventually setiled. [ is Dest assessed
ar which side emerpes from the struggle
stronger. And by that criteria there is no
ﬁﬁff’ that the Brits have suffered a sei-

A brief summary of our gains over
the last two years clearly indicates this;
Two election victories in the Wesiminsier

constituency of Fermanagh  South
Tyvrone, two prisoners TD's, (MPs) in
Dail Eiregnn, several importani eleciion
victories in the May Six County local
povernment  elections, worldwide pro-
fests against the iniransigent Thutcher
government, worldwide sympaihy for
the cause of an wunited [freland,
marginalisation of the Social Demacratic
& Labour Party because of their failure
to support the prisoners and rhe highes!
level af mass mobiisation that freland
has seen for ten years.

Our successes have struck a chord of
fear among Fianng Fail, the SDILP and
the Coalition. These misleaders of the
Irish peaple are planning o strike back,
The trigl of the campaign milifanis
Jollowing the British embassy riol 5 the
Sirst step,

Fitzgeruld intends ro follow rhis with
an attack on [rish Unity through Articles
Twa and Three af the Constitution. His
plan i simple; remave the goal from
sight and vou smaother the aspiralion. We
must fight bock

The anti-imperialisi moverent nuse
build on its gains. Disunice will allow the
bourseois notionalisis fo regain lost
ground and clain leadership, There are
opportunities but they will disappear
quickly if we sit still or choose the wrong
rogd.

The Way Forward essenfiolly means:
{i) Opposing the Coalition and Fianna
Fail in Cavan-Monaghan and the coming

election through uniting around an anti-
imperialist programme;

{ii} The polifical defence of the campaign
militants specifically the Belfast 34 and
the Emibassy 18

{iii Unity against partition, organise to
fight for an Unired Ireland.

This s the way we must continue.
Relying on military acrivity will squander
our gains, The Londen bombing was
counlerproductive. If continued it could
harden out reaction and stifle pressure
Sfor frish Unity within the British labaur
movement.

The energies of anti-imperialist
would besi be channelled info the lask af
hringing the greatesi number of people
inro gerive strugele against parrition, [f
we ftransfer everything into g bombing
carmpaign i rules oul real participation
by rhe sourhern working class — the
necessary ingredient to break down parti-
rion and force the British oud.

Going into the heart of the Southern
working cluss  remains the  Dbiggest
chailenge to the anii-imperialisi move-
ment. The I Rlock campaipn came close
bur nat close enaugh,

An all Ireland mass movement of
working people is the only real guarantor
of Iriskh Unity and British Withdrawal, It
&5 also the best defence agains! seciarian
Lovaiist attacks which thrive in fimes of
disunity or confusion. The UD 4 and the
UFF must be answered with the unity of
the muass movement,

rather than Sandelson's

July 1981

e H1 o e E

H Block protast in Dublin

more  progressive  ap-
proach, which will win
out.

In July, the SDP voted
in Parliament against a call
from Labour to review the
PTA. On the other hand,
Sandelson i= the party’s
official spokesperson on
Ireland. Confusing, isn't
i?

But perhaps Shirley
Williams® dream of the
EEC coming to the aid of
the SDF and Britain over
Ireland will be realised.
There is just one drawback
o such a scenario. For the
last four or five years the
Irish  governmen: and
more  republican-minded
Irish MPs in the European
Parliament have sought lo
raise the Irish issue inside
the EEC.

These moves have been
firmly resisted hi;_i the EEC
establishment. For a con-
siderable part of that
period the very top of that
establishment was an EEC
president whose name was
Roy Jenkins.
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‘ERD |

AN otherwise interesting and
usaful article on the problems of
British membership of NATO b
Rich Palser of Sf':efﬁa#d CN
(Britain Out of NATO, 15 Oc-
tober] gets it wrong, | think,
about CND campaigning on the
iSsUe.

He guotas tha CND constitu-
tional aims correctly (dissalving
all military blocs) but goes on to
talk only about NATO. CND
campaigns around its constitu-
tional aims by linking the de-
mand for British withdrawal
from NATO to tha parspective of
establishing a Europasn Nuclear
Free Zone, including the dissolu-
tion of the Wersaw Pact.

I think: that Rich gives a
glightly misieading view of the
treetment of NATO and dissolv-
ing  military blocs in CND's

CND

FUBLICATIONS

publications. He quotes Frank
Allaun’s Questions and
Answaears® as saying that Britain
could refuse Cruise and Tridant
and remain in NATO. This. as
pointed out Iin the preface, is
Frank's personal view,

Even seo, this dogsn't mean
that Frank, stili lass CND, thinks
we should not wind up the
military  blocs. This constitu-
tional aim is printed prominently
on the back cover,

Meanwhile a number of other
CND pamphlets [for example
Batty England’s NMuclear Disar-
mamant for Britain®* and Phil
Bolsovar’'s Civil Defance* call for
withdrawal from NATO as part

concludes with tha

in fact,
wards: ‘We are a nuclear target
because we are 3 member of the
NATO nuciear alliance’. Nothing
ambiguous about that.

Tosum up. | think we nesad to

-avoid the trap set for us by the

right-wingars who claim that we
stmpril advocate withdrawal
from NATO and otherwize leave
tha status quo intact — az
though craating a European
MNuclear Free Zona wouldn't alter
politics in Europel

CHRIS HORRIE
Publications Secretary,
National CND*Available from CND

of the process of winding up the
military blocs. Phil’s pamphlet,

il;rfbfl’mf.-’am.-., Il Croodwin 5, London

STEVEN Archer's letter Chile, Cuba and the
masses, 15 October, stated that ‘the Cuban

ravolution wasn't a
revolution’,

Just what kind of
revolution was it then that
smashed the 0ld armed
forces and the police,
eslablishing the rebel army
and a new police drawn
from EBVGIU[[I:FHHE‘}'
fighters; - set up people’s
militias  (which defeared
the US organised Bay of
Pigs invasion in 1961); im-
plemented agrarian
reform, dividing land and
ERIing up co-operalives;
started centralised plann-
ing of industry and conrral
0 forvign irade as well as
begining the mass ex-

propriation of US in-
rerests?
But then he follows

that statemient by saying
thar ‘the mass mobilisa-
tions of the working class
did not obtain - full class
auntonomy. ... it didn't
throw up ‘organs of
workers: power.” Perhaps
this is why it wasn'l a4
sociahst revalurion?

Bul what are the facts?
In September 1980 over
one million Cubans rallied
to celebrare the 20th an-
miversary of the Commit-
tees (0 Defend the Rewalu-
tion (CDERs). Gwer five
million {more than 80 per
cenl of the population bet-
ween 14 and 63 par-
hicipated in theze bodies:

They organise block by
block their ‘social® and
vigilant. activities. They
elect for People's Power
{PF), set mip in the early
105 A ingrease. decizion
making -ahd conrol” in
management and planning
of the cconomy.

Women and the LabourParty

TESSA van Gelderen's article on women at the
Labour Party conference (7 October) gives the
impression that the only discussions taking
place on women's issues were those on
positive discrimination within the Party and a
woman’s right to work.

Certainly thedebateon  syrc  that there were
positive  discrimination  dehates and fringe
was Important — because  meetings  on numerous

women organised Lo suc-  gther aspects of women's

cessfully challenge the  fight against their oppres-
male bureaucrats who run sion, to imply Tg.i a
the conference to force it woman’s right 1o work was

onto the agenda, a central question at
Brighton. This was just

But it is unfair beth to p=plon s

those women campaigning
for Labour Party support
for a woman's right to
work march and to those
women who fought 1o en-

Within the conference
itself it is worth noting that
a number of resolutions
paid’ particular atrention
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o women: gbolition of the
cohabitation rule and non-
diseriminatory  henefits

laxes were in the
resolution on social zecieri-
ty, wellwomen  clinies
were supported in a resolu-
tion on the NHS, and a
resolution backed by the
Mational Childcare Cam-
paign which called for the
provision of free com-
rehensive childcare
acilities was passed over-
whelmingly,

By far the largest fringe
mecting on women, at-
tended by aboul 800 peo-
ple, was a  debate on
whether women are op-
pressed by sex or by class.

This issue was also raised
at the Lahour Abartion
Rights Campaign meeting
on positive legisiation for
abortion, and on the con-
ference floor by a woman
delegate who, to applause
both from the largely-male
trade  umon - delegations
and from such figures on
the platform as Neil Kin-
nock, declared that being a
woman was no problem:
her npﬁressmn was 50lely
due to her class position.

Whilst this debate can
easily become a diversion,
it cannot be jgnored.
Fighting  for  positive
discriminztion in the Party
and for labour movement

R

proletarian, socialist

The participation in
these bodies is extremely
high. At one meeting 1 at-
tended of CDR and PP
this summer, betwesn B3
10 95 per cent of people at-
tended. Along with the
establishment of PP in the
'T0s, the frade unions,
which now encompass 97
per cenl of all workers,
were revitglised,

There: 15 also the
Federation. of  Cuban
Women  {(FMC)  which

arganises in-a similar way
to  CDRs; - defending
women’s rghts, leading
the deological strugele
ggainst  machismo, The
vouth -organise through
the. CDRs. the pioneers
and  the young' ocom-
MIUMISLE,

The latest of such
organisation «of peoplc's
power has-heen the setting
up of Territorial Troop
Militias (MTT).

In his 1 May 1980
speech. Castro said: “We
will not rest until every
Cuban ... has a rifle. a
grenade or mine -and has
been pgiven the necessary
training for carrving out
his sacred duty of defen-
ding his homeland (o the
dearh.”

'Thiz was the Cuban
leadership’s response to
Carter’s anti-Cuhan
mEnoeuyres i the Carib-

. b
massive strides forward in
health, welfare and educa-
Lon,  makes Cuba one of

—1pns Cuba:what are the facts?

GND and NATO

and
of
Micaragua, CGrenada and

tionary- workers
peazanis coming our

the best examples of  Ejgals g R T
A ol i Salvador 15 hardly going
:;;erm states we Bave 1o~ 1p e interested in building

To say thai the Cuban
leadership isn't consistent-
-Iv revelutionary marxist is
one thing. But to dismiss it

a mass Lenimst party of
the Fourth International if
DUF programme as inter-
reted by Steven Archer
eads usto characierise the

abortion all require taking
up the specific oppression
of women within & class
analysis.

Socralist Challenge
should be taking up this
guestion — not sweeping it
under the carpet.

__ Apari from being one-
sided, Tessa's article con-
fains’ an important  mis-
conception that the
women  delegates  were
well-organised. This was
most certainly not the
case. CLPDYs Women's
Action Committee manag-
ed to  organise some
women 1o fight 10 get
posiiive discrimination on
the agenda bul that was
all,
Women

involved in

*for his services to sexism’.
Hardly an  organised
mave, given that a lof of
women oppased it on the
grounds that it would
“trivialise the struggle”.

Women managed to
make an impact at this
vear's Labour party con-

bean last vear, From the und alongside ir, ‘the e AT
beginning  ithe Cuban  Nicaruguan and EI %gﬂ&{;aﬁu“ﬂidﬁf o
leadership has relied on Salvadoran movements as uch - .
_mass . mohilisations = and petty bourgeois i toideiy o ENNY EITZ
participation of workersto reality. : 5
defend the revolution. The ecmerging new FPATRICK

This, together with the generations or revolu-  London
support for positive action LARC and Women's ference, despite their lack
in the workplace and Fightback thought up the  of organisation, What we
positive  legisiation on idea of flowers for Kitson need to be looking at is

what we could have done if
we had Been organised,
rather than implyving we'd
already succeeded.

JOAN TWELVES

CLP dalagate to LP
Confarance; member
of LARC Executive
Committes

Once more on

democracy

THE LABOUR Iaft often argues for only limited
demacracy in the movemeni (for example, all power to
General Maragement Committees) on the grounds that
the rank and file are subject to the mystifications of the

mass media,

Unformunarely, this atiitude sometimes appears in
Socialist Challenge. But if we can’t convinee the labaur
movement rank und file, who can we convince? In any
case, resolutions passed withou! coming put afa mass
cattipign are nad worth the paper they are written on.

Of vourse the establishment media influences the
rank and file; but the answer iy not to exclude them but
(o subifect them 1o conirary influences, The postal ballot
muaximises the influence of the media,

Colfective discussion ung decisions help us. Socialis
Cira.l’f(‘nge_' correctly argues that all strikes should be con-
ducted with ultimate authority Bolng fo regular mass

meetings of the sirikers,

Ta be consistent with that we should cam i
Ehe‘ Labowr lcadership and the big iwcues {fm'gg;j:;r
untilateralism) to be decided on the Basis of full eonsufta-
fon with the membership carried out through plenary
meclings of the constituency parties and the trade wiion

brarches.

CHRIS ARTHUR
Brighton

P35 it would be most interasting to hear union by union

how the recent consultation/
fected consciousness amon

fafiura to consult has af-
g the membearship.




Tomoko Usnura, born in 1955 in Minamets on the Jspanese island of Kyushu, was attecked by mercury in the womb of her

outwardly healthy mother. No one knows if she is aware of her surroundings or not.

he demand for ‘a woman's right to
:hoose’ which the abortion movement
nas adopted, includes the demand that
wvomen should have the right to un-
somplicated pregnancies and healthy

babies.
But today,

the increase.

The growth in these types of pro-
blems is not due to natural causes but
to changes in the environment in which

we work and live.

LEONORA LLOYD has been examin-
ing the new risks to health and fertility
which our unequal society has created.

Lead iz poisonous (o
children. It causes hyper-
etivity and even mental
retardation.

Those who are most af-

Murder trial— fresh

THE DOWN'S syn-
drome baby, said to
have been murdered
by a consultant
paediatrician, was at
birth suffering from
brain and lung
damage which could
have proved fatal.
Fresh evidence
proving this was pro-
duced in court last
weaek at the trial of Dr
Leonard Arthur who
iz accused of murder-

infertility clinics are
reporting rising attendance, and defor-
mity amongst new-born babies is on

fected live in inner cities,

in areas with high levels of

traffic, because the most
important source is petrol
fumes.

ing baby John Pear-
son.

The Home Office

pathologist, Pro-
fessor Usher, who
had carried out the
post-mortem a8x-
amination on the
baby had stated

previously that the
administering of the
drug dyhydrocodeine
iDF118] was the
greatest single factor

Poorer children, with
nowhere 1o play but the
streets, are  the  most
severely hit of all: The
younger the children. the
more susceptible they are.

The eifecls of lead
have been known for years
and its wse in paint for
children’s - furniture’ and
tovs has long been banned.

Mow, -after lots of
pressure, the government
has agreed 1o reduce the
lead content of petrol. But
the reduction will not hap-
pen until 1983 and will
anyway be too little,

The reluctance of the
government iz due o
pressure from the petrol-
eum industry and vehicle
manyfacturers,

Workers using lead in
industry are also at risk.

Lead, and other heavy
metals  (manganese  and
cadmiunm) can cause

reduced sex drive, lower

evidence

causing death.

However, when
slides Erepared from
the baby’s tissues by
Professor John
Emery, a world ex-
pert on cot deaths,
were presented to
the court, Professor
Usher agreed with
defence council Mr
George Carmen that:
‘the seeds of death,
or potential death.

fertility and genetic muta-
fions, leading to malform-
ed foetuses, spontancous
abortions and still-births,

Workers can take lead
home on their clathes and
bodies and their chidlren
have higher than average
lead  concentrations in
their blood.

Lower fertility can also
be  caused by carbon
dizulphide “hlc‘}r] 15 Tound
in coke ovens in foundries
and paint manufacture,

Evervthing that causes
cancer in adults can affect
the foetus. The same pro-
cess that affects the adult
cells will alter the composi-
tion of the foetal cell.

Whilst  cancers  in
adults may not show up
for twenty years, a change
in just one cell, if it occurs
at a crucial point in foetal
development, can affect a
complete organ or limb.

These [acts arc well

produced

weare already sown
before birth...’

While admitting
that part of the pro-
secution’s case had
been ‘inaccurate and

misleading’, Pro-
fessor Usher still
maintained that

death had been due
to poisoning involv-
ing DF118.
The  trial
tinues.

con-

known, but industry and
the government are reluc-
lant Lo take the necessary
action.

Every vear some 300 to
400 new chemicals are
brought into use.

The revolution in food
processing  means  that
children and  pregnant
women are eating foods
wilth emulsifiers, dves and
artificial flavourings
whose long-term effects on
humans are simply not
known.

It takes 20 to 30 years
for many  cancers to
develop: By the time they
show up, it lakes exlensive
detective work o lrace
their cause,

That's why some [ood
dye; have been used for
vears hefore being banned,

Dur right to healthy children

and why some people may
still get cancers from them
in the years to come.

Pregnant women are
still being prescribed drugs
whose long term effects
are not known, New food
additives are constantly
being introduced.

In- most cases, these
products are nol  neces
sary. They result from the
drive [or profits.

Convemence foods are

certainly  convenient for
the multi-nationals, but
many -are: of doubtful

nutnitional value.

Labelling 15 vague,
with words like ‘emulsifi-
er’,.  ‘permitted preser-
valive”, or ‘artificial col-
ouring’ hiding high risk
cubstances,

The recemt history of
medicine 15 littered with
examples of these addi-
tives causing damage to
health and rernl'u}'.

Vl-:,mlru'l disorders,
leading to difficulty in
conceiving, can be caused
by chemicals found in
drug manulacture, chemi-
cal plants, plastics and
rubber factories and dry
cleaning — for example,
benrene, 1oluene, and
zvlene.

Chemicals can  easily
cross the placenta, affec-
ting the foetus, These
chemmicals, called terato-
gens, may be present in the
mother’s blood because of
the type of work she does.

They do. the most
damage m the firsl six to
cight “weeks —  usually

hefore the woman: s sure
she is pregnant. Allowing
pregnant women o switch
to less dangerous work is
therefore  not ood
enough, The workplaces
wherg (eratogens are used
must be made safe for alf
WoOTkers.

The szame chemicals
can show up in the
mother’s milk — dry
cleaning solvents breathed
in by her can cauwse liver
disease in her baby,

The foetus can be afl-
fected because of genetic
factors. Yer there are less
than 30 centres in Britain
where  polential parents
can go for the counselling
which is necessary for peo-
ple with a family history of
certain genetic disorders,

Some of these dis-
orders are sex-linked, such
as muscular dystrophy or
haemophilia. Tests during
pregnancy can determine
the sex of the foetus and
an abortion offered if
RECEssary,

Other tests are avail-
able, and more are being
researched here and in the
States. Buf in some areas

they ‘are simply not ob-
tainable, because the con-
sultants are not prepared
to offer abortions!

The sitpation s bad
enouyeh in the West, but in
the Third World it is
dizasirous.

. Drug dumping takes
piace on g huge scale, as
drugs found unfit for us to
use are released n areas
with less stringent laws.
Contraceptives found to
be dangerous are forced
an underdeveloped coun-
iries as a condition of food

aid,

When  the  Dalkon
Shicld {3 tvpe of 1JD) was
banned in Amenca, it 'was
dumped in  Paraguay,
Israel, India and 39 orther
countries. It was not only
unsafe — even capsing
deaths — ir was not par-
ticularly effective as a con-
traceptive!

Tetracyeline, an anti-
biotic, is comtra-indicated
for pregnant women and
children, bur is released in
many pares of the poor
world without any warn-
INgs.

American  companies
who made a dangerous
desizgn of baby dummies
continue to supply them to
other countries after their

us¢ was banned in the
States,
Mot only baby milk

products are promoted in
dangerous wavs in the
oor world.,  Advertising
for products like Coca-
Cola gives the impression
that these are good ‘[oods’
for children, rather than
being positively damaging
to their health.

Cigarette smoking is
also heavily promoted,
without any of the health
warnings mandatory in
mosl weslern countries, or
any restrictions on mco-
fine content.

Insecticides banned. in
the West are still manufac-
tured here and exported to
the Third World.

For example, a pesti-
cide known as DBCP,
banned in the States in
1977, is still being exported
for use in banana planta=
tions in Ecuador,

It causes’ cancer and
sterility in ~ humans,
Ironically, most of  the
bananas are imported into
the US.

Indusiry-and our en-
vironment can’ be made
safe. The knowledge is
there bul itis not very pro-
fitable to put it into use,

Until industry is run in
the interesrs of all, the
health of workers — now
and in the future — will
always be secondary to the
greal god of profil.

INTERNATIONAL
Latest issue,
Movember 1981,

now out!

Includes: Mitterrand’s France, Crisis of
Tony
nightmare — feminism, Tony Bunyan on
Labour's youth movements,
revolution  and

Municipal Socialism,
ﬁohung,

icaragpa’s  Sandinist
much more.

Just 60p! Supporters’ branchas should
send in their bulk orders now (40p per

copy if prepaid).

Subscriptions ara £4.50 for Britain
and Ireland, £10 airmail and £5.50 sur-

face to rest of world.
International,
. 2XP.

PO Box 50, London N1

CLiffs

Cheques to:
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Folk music and protest

Jenny Flintoft interviews Leon Rosselson

THE language of the oppressed has long been
one of the elements of folksong. For centuries
songs have chronicled the dependence of
women on husband and father under patriar-
chy, the exploitation of landless labourer and
factory worker under capitalism, and the

THE GOOD OF THE NATION

ESsmErtese s

miseries of poverty and war.

For- the [rish, folk
SONES - especially
Republican songs — have
been @ vital consciousness-
raising force in their fight
against British im-
perialism.

In . Brittany, Alan
Stivell’s singing has drawn
attention le the French
suppression of  Breton
culture.

In Euskadi, (the Bas-
gue country) Tolk dance
and song, despite being
preceified and made into a
tourist attraction, are still
# powerful affirmation of
natignal identity.

Those struggling to
build a new, democratic
Chile in the carly 70's drew
strength and inspiration
from the work of singers
like Victor Jara:

! don’t sing for fove af
singin
O ro show of F my voice
My guitfar is @ worker ...
-.. for the people who
labour

Finochel's Lhugs
acknowledged the power
of Yictor Jara's guitar by
breaking his ha.ngs before
they killed him,

In Poland, the people
have largely rejected a
traditional music deviralis-
cd by the bureaucracy and
left bland and nnocuous.

Modern political folk
music has been mainly
underground; it is now
emerging. In Gdansk in
August @ free song festival
was held, called Zakazane

Fiosenki — *forbidden
sons.

America  has  seen
Woody Guthrie, Pete

Seeger, Bob Diwlan and
many others.

It s no  secret,
however, that the British
folk scene is ailing — fall-
ing audiences, sexist com-

2 i
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péres,  undiscriminating
use of material.

Political songs have
thus tended 1o develop
ourside the folk circuit (for
example, CNI) =ongs and
wWoImen's S0ngs -_—
especially those used on
the abortion demos).

The left has tended to
concentrate on siogans, ig
noring the propagandist
patential of sangs.

One singer/songwriter

whose songs are
simultaneously  political
and folk songs is LEQN
AOSSELSON. :

Rosselson  sings  his
own political  satirical
songs in folk clubs, con-
certs and for political
henefits.

He' has wntten three
sengbooks and made more
records  than he can
remember.

JF: How would you
describe your politics?
LR: My politics are liber-
tarian socialist, My songs
don’t demand a party
political commitment,

I don't see politics as
separate from other
things.

I express mysell by
singing political songs.
try to make people think,
feel, laugh.

JF: How do you see the
rola of politics in the
folk scene?

LF: Individual club
organisers and members
may be politically commit-

ted, but there's litle
political direction in the
folk scene.

There's no consistent

political  tradition _in
Bntish folksong — it's
quite  different from
America.

There are the industrial
hallads — some of which
date from the last century

Leon Rosselson

for instance, the songs
which came out of the pits
— bt this is a small rradi-
tion.

Rural songs are more
poptilar. Many of ‘the
songs sung around the
clubs aren’t rezlly worth
singing — thev're merely
nostalgic, or perhaps easy
chorus songs.

Some s0mgs are sexist
0. Some compéres and
even  some  performers,
make sexisl comments.

Women, who don’t
narmally go to folk clubs
but come along becausc
Frankie Armstrong is sing-
g, won't put up with it —
they challenge it.

The folk scene dossn'’t
reflect the way things have
changed over the past ten
years — the rise of the
wOIRen ' s movement .

I think this is because

there are so few new
singers, so few new songs.

JF: Do you mainly sing
in folk clubs?
LR:At least half of my
work is outside Folk clubs
— litical things like
CNI concerts.

I sang at the Labour
Party Conterence — while
the wvoling for deputy
leader was taking place!

Also falk festivals —
Frankie Armstrong, Roy

Bailey and 1 went to the
Yancouver Festival in Ju-
ly. It was verv political —
not like  an  English
festival.

JF: Your next record is
ebout opposing nuclear
power?

LR: Yes, with Frankie
Armsirong, Roy and a
number of other singers.

There's some overlap
with nuclear weapons. Bul
we're planning a record
that will be specifically
anti-nuclear Weapons
SUOIL.

The release date of
Nuclear Power — Nu
Thanke is 1 November —
it might be out earlier.

NY3L0Vd ILLIIINYHA 00Nd

For the good of
the nation

For the Good of the Nation by Leon Rossalson
and Jeff Perks contains songs and poems writ-
ten over the past five years.

The songs are a blistering attack on
capitalism and all it stands for in Britain —
patriotism and the monarchy, religion, racism,
sexism, the press, the police, advertising and
consumerism, war and nuclear weapons,

In the title song, Rosselson denounces the increasing
poverty of working people in this country:

I can 't afford mear on the money [ earn
And 'm growing steadily rhinner
But it's all for the pood of the nation

The conditions of warkers in other countries, especial-
Iy black workers in South Africa and Namibia, are describ-
ed in *Who Reaps the Profit?”

We drown in the dust
We choke in the heat
Our skin grows sores
Chir fungs rol ...
You take the yranium oul af the earth
You throw the corpses in ...

‘Barney's Epic Homer' describes how people ex-
perience work in our socicty as alicnating and gninding.
Press, turn, screw, (i1, early shift and late shift
Every day the same routine
Turning little pigeies info plastic-packaped sausapes
To sell in the heliporl canieen

In a different mood, so d{;es ‘Why Workers Must
Wark Harder':

So thar the furners of wheels
may die of horedom every day,
every day.

His description of the monarchy is apt:

The selgmn, sacred empliness, the monumental vawn
And the sfime exuding daily

1. The state of the nation iz all my copcern
When 1'm gnawing & crust for my dinner,
['can't effced meat on the money [ eamn,
And 'm growing steadily thinner,

But ft's all for the good-of the nation

The nation, the nation,

The nation ls In such & tervible state,

Stagnation, inflation,

IF woe all pull together, we'll once aguin make Britain Great.

2, The balance of payments wocries me sick
When 1'm fraexng to death in the bus quene,
11l be ice if the bus doagn’t come double quick,
But T know thers are things a man must da,
When it's all for the good of the nation,

The natiorn, the nation,

The nation is in such-a terribie state,

Stagnation, inflation,

I we all pull togathar, we Tl onee again make Britain Grest,

, The lack of investment keeps me awake,
I can hear the rain deip through the ceiling.
My bedroom's an igloo, the flodr is a lake,

Bu: I'm warmed by this wonderful feeling,
That s all for the gocd of the .,a:t:g. i

The nation, the nation,

The naticn iz in-such a terrible state,

Swagnation, inflaticn, -

If wa ail pull together, we'll once again make Britain Great:

. The stock market's fjumpy, the cutlock i grim,
And my body with sorrow is smitten,
I won't last the winter, I'e hummed my last hymn,
Lat thear words on my tombstone be written:
He died for the good of the naticn.

The nation, the nation,

The nation = such & terrble state,

Stagnation, inflatian,

If we all die together, we'll once again make Britain Great.

from the sycophantic sfugs
And the Coronation ash-irays
and the Coronalion mugs...

Mothing is spared, nothing is sacrosanct, Few of those
of us with a Christian upbringing, however firmsly we have
rejected it, will fail to be shocked by *Stand up for Judas’:

Judas soughi a world
where no one sigrved or begged for bread,
The poor are always with us,
Jesus aid.

The songs are complemented by artist Jefl Perks’ strik-
ing graphics. Particularly memorable is the book’s front
cover.

This is 4 great songbook for singers — the complexity
of the words being set off by simgle catchy tunes. :

But it’s also a songbook which you can buy just 1o sit
down and read.

‘For the Good of the Nation” is also the name of Leon
Rosselson’s latest LP. Tt was recorded before 2 Yorkshire
folk club audience and at the ‘Beyond the Fragments® con-
ference. It has five songs and a poem from the songbook
plus six other songs by Rosselson, :

Covering much the same themes as the songbook, it
includes old favourites such as ‘Stand Firm' — an anti-
bomh song written in 1964 and still frighteningly relevant
— 'A Question of Numbers', as well as newer songs.

The live-recording format gives him plenty of oppor-
tunity for witly introductions and asides.

ROY BAILEY's fine voice joins with Rosselson's on
the first track Ler’s Give Thanks and FRANKIE ARM-
STROMNG, a feminist singer well-known {or her work in
the ahortion campaign, sings in some of the choruses.

All three have been doing concertsand gigs together all
this year. The next one is at the Tricycle Theatre in Kitburn
on 1 Movember, Called ‘No Causes for Alarm’, il is
ﬂesgibtd as ‘an anti-nuclear show Lo raise the spirits of the

cad.’

Other satirical political records by Leon Rosselson and
Rov Bailey include Thar’s Nor the Way it's Got ta Be,
Love, Loneliness and Loundry, Paloces of Gold, and if
knew Who the Enemy was.

(I you have probiems obtaining any af these, write 1o
‘Fuve Records’, 28 Park Chase, Wembley, Middx.



Free the

Bradford

By Chris Guthrie

THE CAMPAIGN to free the Bradford 12 receiv-
gd a big boost on Thursday 22 October when
five more defendants were finally given bail.
after languishing in jail for almost three mon-
ths. The committal proceedings had been
picketted by 100 people from Bradford 12 sup-
port groups from around the country.

The Bradford 12 are
young black militants, fac-
ing charges of conspiracy
to cause damage and
grievous bodily harm and
to manufacturing ox-
plosives. These charges
cArTY Maximum sentences
of life imprisonment.

The twelve were ar-
rested at the end of July
following the alleged
discovery by the police of a
box of petrol-flled milk
baottles on  some  waste
ground in Bradford.

By Piers Corbyn

London Council.

Squatters offered
homes by GLC

SOUATTERS in the contentious Elgin Avenue
pstate in Paddington, West London have been of-
ferad rehousing by the Labour-controlled Greates

The squatters had protested against the GLC's
plans to sell off the council houses on the eslate, in
defiance of election pledges. The GLC maintained
they had no option but 1o sell the houses after rak-
ing ‘advice’ from Tory lawyers.

“afrer-a meeting on 19 Octeber bevwsen the
squatters, GLC leader Ken Livingstone, Gladys
Dimeon, GLC housing chairperson, and &wo
council officers, the squatters in occupation of the
effected houses in Elgin Avenue were promised
alternative accommodation. But the GLC are still
intending to carry through the sale of these houses.

After their arrest the
twelve were subjected 10
racial abuse by the police
and were not allowed to
gee relutives or solicilors
for two days. The police
claim that they extracled
one or bwo ‘statements’
from the defendants dur-
ing this period.

Yet from the start all
the defendents have plead-
ed not guilty. No petrol
bombs were used in the
minor ingidents in Brad-
ford on 11 July. None of

Winston Rose —

12

the defendents have any
previeus convictions for
petrol bomb or explosive
offensives. :

The prosecution  has
explicity drawn out the
political aspects of the
trial. First, conspiracy
charges which were made
infamous by the case of
the Shrewshury  pickets
can ke used for political
ends. Under these laws
you have committed a
crime if you merely discuss
breaking the law.

Worse, you can then
receive a longer sentence
than if you had actually
commitied the offense,
Evidence which is not nor-
mally admissable, such as
from one defendant about
another and the political
peliefs of the defendants,

No Comment

‘A rroinee soldier descri-
ed as showing leadership
potential _threw a petrol
bomb inte the path of a
car, Calder Juvenile Court
hearing foday.

The 16 vear old boy
Jrom Halifax admitted
having o petrol bomb and
using conduct  likely 1o
bregeh the peace.

Fe was fired £50 and
bound over in the sum af
£50) for one monih.

He had not been given
@ custadiol sentence, chair=
man (sic) of the mags-
fratos, Mis Mildred Berry
fold him, as they fell he
way suited o Army life
and did norwish to impede
his carger.’

Halifax Evaning
Courier, 4 Octobar.,

THE Director of Public Proseculion 15
said {0 be ‘examining papers’ relaling (¢
the unlgwfu! killing of the 27-year-old
black, Winstan Rose.

Winsion died in @ police van on {3
July. Last week a coroner's fury declared
he had been unlawfully killed,

Although a jury is nor allowed (o
name anyone when it delivers such a ver-
dict, rhere is no doubi who it had in mind
when it arnounced s fudeemeni — the
I police ufficers who chased Winston,
grabbed him and finally threw him in the
back of their van.

What made the case ail the more
seandalows was ther Winston Rose hod
committed no crime, He was said fo be
mentally ill, and the police had been call-

wH there beap

Winston Rose's mother at har son's funeral

rosecution?

ed to take him, by force, o a menial
hospital.

This force included PC John Young
locking his arms round Winsion's neck
Jor two minutes, Winsron digel through
choking an fis own vemir,

This was caused, the court was fold,
By a lack of ocygen because no air could
ot through 1o his mouth or nose. A
witriess rold the courd that Winstan was
thrown into the police van “like a piece af
meal’.

Thora Rose, Winston's widow, said
after the inguest, *Thank God this hasn’t
all been swept under the carpel.’

To make sure such a cover-up doesr 't
take place now will mean demanding PC
John Young and others in his police gang
are indicted for the killing.

4

can be used in evidenee.

Second  one of the
TEASOS H:cviﬂuh‘l}' ased
successfully by the pro
secution o deny bail 1o
one of the defendants was
that he may have been in-
volved in political demion-
stretions around the Brad-
ford 12 campaign. Even
now one of the conditions
of bail for almost all the
defendants is non-attend-
ance  ar  any- . public
meelings or involvement in
any political activiry,

The Bradford 12 case
involves by far the most
serious of all those charges
arising from the summer
upsiring, It is an attempt
to stamp on all black pea-
ple fighting for rtheir
righis, and 1o criminalise
black activists leading that
struggle.

The granting of bail is
one important - victory.
The campaign will go on
and be strengthened until
the trial is stopped and the
charged are dropped.

For further information
contact: London Sup-

ort Group, ¢/o 54 High
gt. Southall, Middx.
Cheques payable to:
Eradford Support
Group (London).

B

By Paul Highfield

WORKERS ot British  Sieel’s Port
Talthor plant rortched up o small, hut
significant victory last week,

The entire 350 strong workforce on
the plemt’s ‘pickle line’ had been on
sirike for o week in supporr of four co-
warkers who had beent sacked for “podr
production performance’. But last Fri-
day, the four were reinstated, pending
ralks.

Preciesly whar was meant by “poor
production” s unclear. Port Talbot
works, the pickle fine included, has
doubled its produciivity over the pasi
vegr, Even Norman Tebbiti, the Tory
pavernnient’s new union hit-man, used
the examiple af Porr Talhor warkers asa
siriking example which others should
Sollaw during the Torles’ TV broadcase
last week,

For the workers, the ncrease in pro-
ductivity has been achieved gt enormous
cast. In fust aver a year the number
emploved o the plant has fallen from
12,000 to 5,000. Safery standards have
declined dramatically, and warkers are

Steel victory

doing dangerous jobs for which they
aren 'l even trained.

The workers are alse operaling under
g constant threal of closure; strip plans
throughout Britivih Steel are forced io
comipete with each other to fry and en-
cure that it will be thair plant which will
stay open.

Now rhere are signs of o fighrback
ggainst such conditions, Last month a
section gt Llamwern walked out in protest
ggainst the harsh management regime.
Locel union officials hasiily cobbled
together @ deal to pet their members to
refurn fo work.

Then came the strike at Port Talhoi
over the four pickle line warkers. David
Jeffs, union branch secrotary of this sec-
tion vowed, 'If we go back to work, we
o hack as a branch, and that means
everyone, including our four sacked col-
feagues’,

This  determination  has  paid
dividends. The outcome of the strike
shows thar despite all they have gone
through in the last 18 months Welsh
steelworkers are by no means defeated.

St

Mary's
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— day of action on 3 Dctober

By Dominic Costa, Westminster Hospital,

ASTMS group secretary

THE Tories’ biagest ever hospital closure plan
was forced into temporary retreat, last week.

The occupation and
work-in by the workers at
St Mary’s Hospital, Pad-
dington, West Londoen,
forced the management to
withdraw its threat to close
over half the 300 acute
medical and surgical beds
and the assembly depart-
ment by 19 October.

The rank and file oc-

cupalion committes —
which has the official
backing of MUPE,
TGWILI, COHSE and

ASTMS — [irst heard of
management's climb-
down from local ambu-
lance drivers’ convenars.

The ambulance
workers had played an im-
portant role in the dispute
by continuing to bring pa-
tients to the hospiral in de-
fiance of management’s
assistance that wards were
closing.

Murses, gisters and an-
¢illaries had  also con-
rinved 1o accept admis-

cions to the wards and
freat the patients, A suc-
cezsful day of action by the
hospital workers and their
supporters on 3 October,
which included a protest
march, was a further en-

couragement  to - resist
closure,
The -effect of such

pressure was seen by the
middle of last weck with
the news that management
had indefinitelv postponed
the closure plans. But this
doesn't mean the dispute is
avar,

Last Friday, manage-
ment  and  senior  con-
sultants persuaded junior
doctors at the hospital to
implement a ‘treal and

transfer’ policy — to reat
patients, but transfer them
to nearby hospirals,

Cither management
manoeuvres conld tollow.
Accordingly, the occupa-
lion commities remains in
existence, a 24 hour picket
is being maintained and 4
solidarity confercnce on 21
November is going ahead.
For the moment 5t Mary's
will stay oOpen, but the
fight is not [nished vet,

Messages of support
are still needed. These, and
details of the solidanty
conference, are available
from the Qcoupation Com-
mittes, St Mary's Hospital,
Harrow Rd, London WS,

A step forward for Liverpool typists

By Al Walker, Vice Chairperson,

Liverpool NALGO

AT A meseting on 21 October, Liverpool’s City
Council agreed to hold talks with the local
government workers unions, NALGO, on the
typists and machine operators dispute.

This was a real step tor-
ward for the 400 women
emploved by the Cily
Council who have bcen on
strike for owver three
months . over a  pay
regrading claim.

Dezpite the fact that
the  strike has  caused
massive disruption tolocal
administration in the City,

Liverpool Council's
Liberal feader, = Trevor
Jones, had always been
opposed 10 resuIming
pegoliglions or going (o
arbitration.

But' at the Council
meeting, Liberal Coun-
cillors drew  back ffﬂ!in
supporting Tory proposals
to sack all the l}'p?s?s if

they didn't return 1o work
in the next month,

The Labour Party
Group called for the re-
opening of negotiations
with MALGO and, if these
failed, an agreement Lo go
to arbitration,

At a further “meeting
berween the Council and
NALGO on Monday 27
October, the City Council
leaders  rejected - the
union's proposal for fur-
ther negotiations but were

repared 1o agrec Lo some
Form of arbitration, .
The form of arbitra-

tion will be determined by
Sopcialist Challenga

"RELE LB »

the NJC. But the terms of
reference are to be worked
out  between Liverpool
NALGO and
Council.

This could prove Lo be
a sticking point since the
union will reject a simple
comparison  with other
local authority workers,

They will argue for
comparability with other
public and private sector
workers and for a whale
range of considerations,
such as low pay and equal
opportunities, to be taken
mtd account.
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VICTORY

WHATEVER the outcome of behind the scene
manoeuvrings on the part of Duffy and Ed-
wardes in the BL dispute, one thing is certain.
The overwhelming vote in favour of strike ac-
tion for £20 across the board increase was a

vote to take on Edwardes ance and for all.

BL workers have had
enough of falling wages,
aﬂ&a ups and job losses,
T have had enough of
back room deals  bet-
ween their union leaders
and mansgemaent,
They've had enough of
this government.

When the BL workers
voted to come out on 1
November, they knew
they would be heading
for a massive confronta-
tion with the govern-
ment. They knew they
had been let down by the
leadership of their unions
time and time again.

But such was the
anger and frustration at
the derision and con-
tempt thrown at them by
Edwardes with his paltry
3.8 per cent increase on
the basic rate, the work-
force knew that national
strike action was the way

1o win.

Terry Duffy, president
of the engineering union
and Grenville Hawley,
National Officer of the
Transport Union, were
only too aware of this
growing mood of
resistance in the ranks of
BL workers, That is why
they weare forced to an-
nounce official support
for the strike even before
the vote was taken.

But the union leader-
ships don’'t want this
strike. They will be look-
ing for a deal.

As Duffy said in an in-
terview in the Sunday
Mirror {25 Octobar): ‘It's
the first time he (Ed-
wardes] hasn't rung
when there’s been a pro-
blem. After all this time
and the trouble we've
sorted out together...’
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A strike now is trou-
ble for both Edwardes
and Duffy — and it will
certainly be trouble for
the Tories. There are big
stakes in this disputs.

A win for the BL
workers will be a
massive victory for the
whole working class. It
will be a green light for ali
the other pay claims in
the pipeline - the
miners, and local
authority workers in par-
ticular.

It will be a massive
blow to the 4 per cent pay
limit that the gowvern-
ment is trying to impose
on the public sector,

Buta defeat for the BL
workers will be a green
light for the Tories to
continue their vicious
anti-working class
policies. There has to be
full support for the
workers at BL from the
entire labour movement,

A victory can start the
process of kicking out
Duffy, kicking out Ed-
wardes and kicking out
the Tories.

I I I t .

Organising to win

By TGWU Jaguar Steward, Leyland Action Committes.

BL'S SENIOR stewards meeting on 22 October, formally en-
dorsed the massive vote for national strike action from the
shop floor. They decided to exempt five plants under farmal
notice of closure. These plants will not take part in any future

votes on the pay claim.*

Transport umion national
officer, Grenville Hawley,
reported. plans to set up a na-
tional strike committee and to
issue a pamphlet outlining the
BL workers case.

Socialist
Challenge
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He also spoke of the need 1o
make the preparations o oc-
cupy any plant threatened with
liquidation and ‘called on the
senior stéwards to go back and
organise effective picketing.

Picketing is obviously the
first priority and steps are being
taken rthis week to ensure the
complete shutdown from |
Movember, District strike cen-
tres should be set up in each
areq, district sirike committees
should be elected to link up the
plants and to keep in touch
with London.

Az well as pickers; further
steps are important bo actively
involve the memberzhip in win-
ning the dispute. Regular sirike
pbulleting should be ‘issued in
every ared to provide accurate
information. Weekly report
back mestings: for afl strikers
should be organised as when
stewards normally meet their
members at work.

Sieps should also be tzken
to include strikers’ dependants
insuch meetings 1o make sure
that they understand the issues
at stake and are united in sup-
port oi-thechainmosiusmmmint.

The clash at BL is correctly
agaimst . Edwardes - bui -also
againsl union  bashing sup- -
porters in the Tore -geverf-
ment, It will be wvital for BL
strikers to campaign for and
Orgamise massive support from
other workers and from the
Labour Party;

Dielegations should be sent
toe other fuctories to seek sup-
port. Workers with their own
claims outstanding, Fords,
miners, enginesrs; local
authority and so on, must be
urged 1o press [or action
alongside BL,

P

Edware,

Demands must also be rais-
cd for national trade union ac-
tion to oppose  Edwardes’
threats of mass sackings and
closures,

If the BL workers are
beaten averyans will suffer.
if we win, only Edwardes
and the Taras will suffer,

* Rover SEY, Morris Englres
Coveniry, Alford  and Alder,
Hemel Hempsiead, Speke Nol ond
Cardiff Parts are the exempred
planis.




