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Big victory for the left in miners’ F : '..-;-;1:“4"'4
ballot. The landslide election vic- & s e
tory of Arthur Scargill as NUM .8
president is a massive boost to -
all those campaigning for §&
socialist policies. Itis a clear §&
rebuff to Michael Foot and the §% .
right wing labour leadership’s 4
claim that such policies don't |
have support inside the working §
class.
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LESLIE HUCKFIELD, not
the most left wing
member of the Labour
Party's organisation
committee, declared on
Monday that the witch-
hunting of Peter Tatchell
by the party leadership 'is
the start of open civil
war.'

He is correct, But it is a civil
war which will be fought on a
number of issues.

The first concerns constituen-
cy Labour Parties, The CLPs
comprise the local trade union
delegates, the affiliated organisa-
tions, the Young Socialists, and
the people who canvas at elee-
tions, sell raffle tickets and do the
hundreds of other tasks which
keep the Labour Party alive.

These members do not have a
great deal of say in how the
Labour Party operates, or whal
policies will be put into practice
when Labour achieves office.

Cne of the few rights the
CLPs do have is to say who will
represent them at elections, Or
rather they did have. For Michael
Ecot and the party leadership
have now abolished that right.

By refusing to endorse Peter
Tarchell as candidare for Ber-

mondsey, Foot and friends are
saying that the vast majority of
Labour Party members can no
longer decide who will represent
them at the polls. That this deci-
sion was made in the name of
‘democracy’ is as sick as it is
hypocritical,

The second intended victim of
Foot's civil war is the Labour
Party conference. It was the 1980
conference in Blackpool that gave
CLPs the right to select their
parliamentary candidates. Before
then i= was virtnally impossible
for CLPs to throw out an cxisting
MP.

Even though the sitting MP in
Bermondsey, Bob Mecllish, had
no intention of standing again,
the leadership’s vetoing of Tat-
chiell can be placed in the context
of the re-selection controversy.
For if Peter Tatchell can be
thrown out by that leadership,
then whal chance do parliamen-
tary candidates who replace sit-
ting MPs have of gaining the of-
ficial seal of approval?

Issue number three in the civil
war iz the policies decided by the
party conference. On such gues-
tions as unilateralism, withdrawal
from the EEC, and the. fight
against unemployment, Peter
Tatchell has much more in com-

Stop witch-hunt

THE decision of the party leadership against Pater Tatchell is
part of an attampt to witch-hunt the laft out of the party. The
Labour leadars have declared war on all thoss who ara attemp-
ting to carry out confarence decisions and who are fighting for
policies which can oppose this Tory govarnment. Supportars
of Militant, Socislist Orgnaiser and Socialist Challenge havs all
bean under attack.
- Such attacks should be vigorously opposed. The NEC
should be flooded with rasclutions condemning tha actions
taken in respect of Peter Tatchell and any attemprt to witch-
hunt socialists cut of the party.
We print 8 modal ameargency resolution for our supporters
:ﬁ p;:EEhmugh their wards, GMCs. trade unions to be sent ta
a8 5

Model resolution

This branch/committee ulterly condemns the action of the pariy
leadership in refusins o endorse the candidature of Peter Talchell in
Bermondsey. The decision denies the right af CLPs to select their own
cendidates and hence makes a complete mockery of the decision af
party canference to reselect MPs, The decision further lavs the basis
of a witch-hunt in the party aeainst all those members who are qi-
termpiing fo implement conference decisions.

This branch/committe calls on the NEC ro endorse the can-
didature of Peter Talchell and all others who have been selected by
their constituencies. To do otherwise will turn the party inwards and
will riot allow us to carry our conference policies which are needed to
oppose the vielous policies of the Tory sovernment. and whick can iy
the basis Yor Labour winning the next election,

JOIN THE FIGHT FOR
SOCIALISM

if you would like to be put in touch with
Socialist Challenge supporters in vour
area or would like more information fill
in the form below

Union/GEPF eyl oo v s -

Send to: Socialist Challenge, PO Box 50,
London N1 2XP,

HYLS DNINHOW 'oloyd
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mon with efficial Labour policy
than has, say, Denis Healey,

In the London Labour Brigf-
ing article which has been used by
Foot as the reason for the witch-
hunt, Tatchell, also made clear
his commitment to fighting the
Tories. The tactics he sugsested
— sueh as an afternoon sit-down
in the “Westminster area’ — were
not particularly blood curdling,
but for Michael Foot they were
tee radical,

So much for Foot’s claim that
he wanis to end the divisions in
the party so he can concentrate on
fighting Thatcher.

The fourth issue in the civil
war is the entire future of the
Labour Party. By over-riding the
decision of the Bermondsey Party
and by launching the witch-hunt,
the party leadership has shown it
is prepared to wreck and destroy
the Labour Party, rather than see
that party adopt soecialist policies
or left wing representatives,

Fool and his allies know that
If they are successful, their ac-
tions will demoralise or drive out
of the party tens of thousands of
activists, That in turn will ruin
Labour’s chances not just in this
glection but in future ones as well,

But Foot and company are
prepared to risk that rather than
see the Labour Party taken over
by the left. They are the agents of
the bosses, and the Tories, With

 Michael Faot around the niling
* clasy van easily dispense with the

services of Lord Denning.

Even if Michael Foot succeeds
in his campaign-against the left he
would do no more than turn
Ldbour into a less glamiorous ver-
sian of the SDP: that oo would
spell electoral disaster,

So the battle underway in the
Labor Party is not just for the
soml of that party but for its very
existence.

Because it is so seribus. and

because so much is at stake,
socialists must fight the civil war
with every weapon they can lay
their hands on.
. TheFoot clique havesiow pro-
ved themselves as deadly enemies
of the: Labour Party and they
must be treated accordingly. They
should be opposed in the const-
tuencies, in the affiliated unions
and at the party conference,

Foot needs to be challenged
for the party leadership. The left
in the party needs to speed up its
plans to launch 3 new orgnaisa-

Peter Tatchell — victim of the right wing witch hunt

tion on the lines already outlined

by Reg Race MP, and the na-

tional executive should be flood-

ed with resolutions defending

Peter Tatchell, the Bemuondsey
Rarty, and all others who will be

trapped in the ever-widening net

of the witch-hunters:

As for Michael Foot, he was
already a liability with the lowest
rating of any leader since opinion
polls began, Now he is a deadly
threat to the party. He needs to be
removed before he destroys the

‘Nowadays the Labour Party
seems to have lost much of
its sarly radical tradition of
reésistance to Tory govern-
ment edicts. ”

Peter Tatchell, 1987

‘All believed that any move
against the Parliamentary or
Party machines wars aither
undesirable or impossible or

of the few Members of
Parffament who was not
prepared to accept tamely

Michael Foot, 1952
‘From Parliarnent itsalf

faded, tired and cynical. It
can be stirred from outside.

o 18
t wondar It | should be on this extra-parliamentary demo?”

Labour’s

both. Aneurin Bevan was ane
this paralysing dispensation.’

nothing can be expected. It is

Labour Party. Even Ramsay
MacDonald had some small
degree of political principle, at
least he left the Labour Parly
before he tried to destroy it

Not so Michael Foot. The
one-time leader of the Labour left
is'now praised by the editorial of
the right-wing Dgily Telegraph.
On Tuesday it declared Foot was
‘absolutely right” to veto Peler
Tatchell,

Such are Mr Foot's friends to-
day. Let that be his epitaph.

tradition—

but only from outside,’
MNye Bevan, 1938

‘I'm not saying that anyone
should choose only
Westminster as a battle
ground — God forbid.
Westminster would be an ah-
solutely fruitless place if
there weren't battles going
an autside. No left MP can
be effective if there are no
mass movemants outside.*
Michael Foot, 1966

‘We must look to new more
militant forms of extra-
pariiamentary cpposition
which involve mass popular
participation and challenge
the government's right to
ritle. "

Peler Taichell. 1981

Fhoto: LARRY HEAMAN




Parliamentary

democracy
and socialisn

By Phil Hearse

MICHAEL FOOT, in launching his
witch-hunt against the left in the par-
ty. has decided to take his stand on
the ‘sanctity’ of parliamentary
democracy. In attacking Tatchell,
Foot has taken his fetish of parliament
to extraordinary lengths. Peter Tat
chell never said that he was opposed
to parliament, only that mass
moblisations of the working class
were needed to fight this govern-
ment.

In taking his stand on this issue, Foot has
highlighted crucial questions for the whole
labour movement. Is the rule of parliament
sacred for all time? Is parliamentary democracy
really democratic? Can the labour movement
combine intervention in parliament with mass
working class action?

All these guestions will be crucial 1o meet
the challenge of the British political crisis.

Mass struggle is the primary motor of
social change

Michael Foot’s views on parliament are
notoriously archaic. The whale history of the
labour movement, hoth in Britain and interna-
tiemally is of victories won by mass struggie, not
primarly in parliament, All the major reforms
which have been gained by the working class
movement — frade union rights, universal suf-
frage, the welfare state — have been won by
tremendous agitation outside parliament.

Thiz agitation changed the political rels-
rianship of forces, creating the preconditions
far the success of parliamentary legislation in
workers® interests. The notion that it is enough
ta rely on the actions of Labour MPs in parlia-
menl 15 5o Indicrous that we doubt whether
anyone seriously believes it.

Take the question of nuclear weapons. It's

[ B SR rv_'-""""r.
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Paolish riot aﬁce land on roof of Warsaw fire frohters” academy

possible, although by no means certain, that a
Lahour government would pass legislation ban-
ning nuclear weapons from British =o0il. But if
thal happened, would it be because of the ue-
lions of Labour MPs in parfianment® What a
ioke! It would be because of the mass
demonstrations, hundreds of meetings, lohbies
and pickets, resolutions, pamphlets — in short
mass strugele and agitation.

Michael Foot knows that as much as anyone
else. The defeat of the anti-sbortion Corrie Bill
was due (0 the mass mobilisation of the labour
and women's movement. Peter Tatchell wasn't
saying anyvthing revolutionary in his Lahour
H_r;'eﬁug arlicle. He was just stating the ob-
VIOLS,

The highest principle for socialists is
defence of the working class, not
parliament

The ruling class has never confined itself to
relying on parliament to defend irs interests, [t
uses every weapon to hand,

When the trade unions grew stronger in the
1890z, the courts changed the laws by the in-
famous Taff Vale decision to fine trade
unionists for striking. As we have just seen with
Lord Denning's judgement on the GLC's
‘cheap fares' policy, the courts have a long
tradition of anti-working class judgments — no
matter what parliament says.

The other major institutions of capitalist
society — the army, the police, the civil service
and the bosses are loyal to capitalism and
capilalist interests, and are guite prepared to
use non-parliamentary means Lo gain their ob-
jectives,

In 1974 the Labour government ordered the
army Lo break the Ulster Lovalists strike, but
the army hierarchy refused. In 1950-51 the
bosses waged a huge extra-parliamentary cam-
paign to stop the nationalisation of steel.
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The Corri anti-abortion bill was eventually

All these show that parliament cannot be
relied on ta defend workers interests. During
the 1970-4 Tory government huge attacks were
launched on the working class. But the workers
couldn’t rely on the Labour Party in parliament
to fight these attacks.

To free the five imprisoned dockers it took
strike action by 600,000 workers, and the threat
of a one-day gencral strike by the TUC.

The miners’ strikes, which brought down
the Tory government, were won through mass
picketing by the miners, and vast solidarity ac-
tins by other groups of workers. None of (hese
things would have been achieved by relying on
the oratorical wizardry of M. Foot in parlia-
ment.

For socialists, the highest principle is the in-
terests of their ¢lass — the working class.
Reliance on the antique rituals of parliament
has never been enough to fight the bosses.

Parliamentary democracy is not the
highest form of democracy

Parliamentary  democracy, bourgenis
democracy, simultanecusly gives the working
class impartant political rights, and severely
restricts its real contral over events.

The right of working class parties 1o fight
for their programmes in elections, to have MPs
15 an important gain., It gives the workers
movement an important voice in npational
politics. But parliamentary democracy is also
designed to restrict the self-activity and contral
of the working class over political events.

-

Solidarity stands for workers’ power

By Davy Jones

‘CONFRONTATION is inevitable and
confrontation will take place” said
Lech Walesa at a special Solidarity
feadership meeting in Radom last Fri-
day. The remark has sent the Polish
rulers into the same state of frenzy as
Michael Foot's reaction to Peter Tat-
chell’s article on parliamentary
democracy.

And as for Zbigniew Bujak, head of War-
saw Solidarity, who remarked that: ‘A general
strike should be prepared and the union should
wait for a good reason o start it” — he clearly
shouldn’t be allowed to stand as a candidate in
the Polish elections!

The special leadership meeting was called by
the union movement to respond to the police
atlack on a sit-in by Warsaw fire fighter cadets,
and to the government's Lhreat to introduce
anti-strike legislation.

The union leadership has announced an im-
mediate general sirike if the Bill is passed in
parliament, and the Wursaw branch has also
called for a series of protest rallies to be held on
17 December against the actions of the police.

Union leaders are alse coming under attack
from the government, Marian Jurczvk, wha
came second in the election for Solidarifv's na-
tional president, is being charged with slander-
inz the state for the perfectly reasonable obser-
vation that the Polish parliamentary deputies
were ‘traitors’, and that ‘some people might
have to be hanged te solve the nation's pro-
blems.*

The reality behind this latest war of words is
that the Polish rulers, and their institutions like
the party and the phoney parliament, are com-
pletely discredited. The Polish woerkers are in-
creazingly - looking instead Lo their own
organisations and their own solutions to the

mounting economic and political crisis.

The enormous growth of the workers” self-
management  movement, the demand that
Solidarity should be free to stand its own can-
didates in the elections, the devleopment of the
workers' own media and press, as well as the re-
cent calls for workers® defence squads against
the riot police, all clearly show the workers’
desire to take their destiny into their own
hands,

socialists in this country should champion
both the cause of the Polish workers and also
the need for socialist policies and democratic
aceountability in the labour movement in this
country,

The time was when cvery right winger and
demagogus leapl on to the bandwagon to sup-
port  Sohdarily  against the “‘Communist
menace’. They are notable by theirsilence now,
They are too busy altackmg socialists in this
counity.

defea
campaign of mass anti-parfiamentary action
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ted in parliament, but only after a

Workers are expected to ‘participate’ i
political decision making by just voling ong
every four or five years — and then leav
everything to professional politicians. Thi
1en’t the highest form of democracy — far fror
it. A
. Socialist democracy might well include a na

tional representative assembly elected b
universal secrel ballot, But the essence o
socialist democracy, in & democratic socialis
sociely, would be the direct participation of th
masses in assemblies in places of work an
localities, assemblies which would haw
decision-making power and directly elec
delegates t0 regional assemblies.
. Such delegates would be instantly recallabl,
if the body which elected them was dissatsifisd
For socialists the essence of democracy is th
participation of the masses in running thei
own organisations, their own struggles, and the
institutions which affect their lives,

Bourgeois parliamentary democracy i
premised on the masses being passive and leav-
1ng politics to the professional politicians, The
daily invalvement of the masses in real decision
making is incomparible with capitalism.

Parliament is not central to achieving
socializm

Socialism cannot be achieved by capturing
the existing state apparatus and wielding it in
the interests of the working class,

The present police force, army, civil service
all defend the interests of capitalist society, that
is to say the bourgeoisie. Achieving socialism
means breaking up this state apparatus and re-
organising it in the interests of the working
class,

The self-organisation of the masses throngh
workers councils must bring the institutions of
the state under their own control.

It may well be that the first decisive step
towards socialism is the achicvement of a
socialist majority in parliament. But if such a
socialist majority started to legislate socialist
measures, the ruling class would resist with all
its extra-parliamentary might.

Once again, in this crucial stage, parliament
would be inadequate to defend working class
interests. Only the mobilisation of the masses
behind socialist measures would defeat the rul-
ing class counter-offensive,

The Other
Bookshop

The place for your
Xmas reading and
shopping

Books on Marxism, Feminism,
Black Liberation, Ireland
Diaries, Calendars, Badges, Xmas
Postcards

Open until 4pm Xmas Eve
328 Upper St, London N1 (near Angel
tubel
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N JUST EIGHT months Islington Labour Party
ias lost its three MPs and control of the
wrough council. In a fanfare of media publici-
¥, twenty five councillors and two MPs have
lefected to the Social Democratic Party.
JAVY JONES. @ member of the general
nanagement committee of Islington South
abour Party, looks at the background to these
xtraordinary events and draws some conclu-

ions for socialists in the Labour Party.

Ishington Labour Party
a5 been notorious for its
arious mixiure of conser-
alive, corrupt and
areerist Labour  politi-
ans. All these different
rands have come
agether 1o the recent rise
[ the SDP.

Throughout the sixties
te Labour Council was
n, according to the New
farasian as “a secretive,
ght wing oligarchy under
1e control of Councillor
ill Bayliss'. So conser-
ative was this group that
12 Labour government of
1 day even contemplated
mding in a housing com-
ussioner 1o force them to
art building property in
I ared.

Leading local Labour
arly  activist, Keith
eness, (old the fslingion
‘witer Press in 1975 that,
he attitude of Bayliss was
gt 1f you start building
yuncil houses, vou're go-
g Lo cncourage other
zople to come into the
-

In the late sixties a new
enomenon  sitruck the
lington Labour Party —
lichael O'Halloran. His
se 1o fame is legend.
'hen the sitting Labour
[P died in 1969 the
ascure councillor for Sta-
. Ward, Michael
"Halloran, was a surprise
Jmnation for hiz
placerent.

tig

Even more surprising
as that through blatani
dlol-rigging he was nar-
mwly  elected.  Among
ose who voled was al
ast one bogus fransport
uon  delepate, Michael
reston, subseguently ex-
dled from the party for
ersonation’, and other
Hegates with false ad-
EEEEE,

It i5 noteworthy that
1e delegate gave their ad-
ess as that of Eileen
rosnan, one of the coun-
llors to defect to the SDP

March this vear, and
at the credentials for the
ihious selection meeting
erg issued by Harry Redd,
1wther SDP defector.

A subsequent inguiry,
itiated from the national
iecutive, found  that
*Halloran had ‘packed’
e meeting with sup-
arters bul the matier was
vept under the carpet
:cause of the imminent
ection.

O'Halloran  retained
5 grip over MNorth Isl-
gton  Labour  Party
wough  consmtently  be-
ging bogus delegates to
g voting meetings, and
ther forms of corruption
1d  C‘bully-boy’

Jonation

O'Halloran had work-
| as an office manager
ir @ local building firm,
jurphys, bhefore becom-
g MP. Murphvs gave
|, 000 to the Labour Par-
“after O’Halloran's elec-
. Murghys iz alzo the
yme of the :.:ﬂnimvcrs:lal
ansport  union branch
GWLU 1/723.

O'Halloran’s other
ywer base in the borough
as the CGrasham
allroom, whose licence
older, Pat Sherran, was
xt another Labour coun-
llor who defected to the

lactics,

SDP in March. According
to company accounts, the
Gresham made a  £2,000
political donarion in 1978,
It is unclear to whom this
mongy went.

O'Halloran could
stomach no  opposition,
He had party members ex-
pelled for not standing
during the national an-
them, and Keith Veness
wae expelled for criticisin
O'Halloran in the Jsi-
ingron Gufter Press.

Attract

The day before Veness
was due to appear before
the parly's national cx-
ecutive to apFeat his expul-
sion his wite, councillor
Valerie Veness, was
mysteriously attacked by
lwo men with Irsh accents
who stabbed a broken bot-
He i her Face. O'Halioran
demed any involvement i
the alfair.

O'Halloran finally got
his” come-uppance  in
March this year when the
left won control of [sl-
ington Neorth Labour Par-
ty at the annual mesting of
its managenient commit-
[ee.

The first AGM had
ended in uproar, with new
bogus  rransport  union
delegates including consti-
tuency secretary, Morgan
Lear, a NALGO member!

When the AGM was
reconvened Morgan 1ear
semt in his resignation
from the Labour Party,
and the SDF gained their
first s=ix councillars one
wieek later.

_ The third strand of the

ington Labour  Party
also cmerged in the late
sixtics. The Tories took
control “of the council in
1968, for the first time in 40
years. Their three year rule
coincided with the influx
of a new largely middle-
clazs ‘left’ into the party,
particulrly in the South
and Central constituen
cies.

New

This PTOCess
culminated in 1971 with
the  election of  Gerry
Southpate as the new ‘left’
leader of the council, and
an alleged *new era of par-
licipation’.

In September this vear
Southgate led a further 16
Labour counallors into
the SDP, at the same time
as Michael O'Halloran's
defection. Last week they
were joined by a further
three councillors giving the
Social Democrats their
majority. Gerry Southgate
is mow leader of the first
SDP council in Britain,

Three different com-
ponents of the old Labour
Party had peeled off to
join the new Tories, the
SDP.

Chop

The last straw for the
councillors and -MPs who
defected was the threat of
reselection. The advance
of a new democratic lefl
within the Labour Parly
committed to fighting for
the interests of workin
people, meant that all o
these so-called represen-
tatives of the labour move-
ment were likely lo face
the chop.
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It was the same with
the: Labour councillors.
They joined the SDP Lo
avoid the reselection pro-
cess within the Labour
Party and to preserve their
careers, It i3 notable that
the last three counci
defectors joined the SDP
last week in order to be
eligible for the local SDP's
8 December deadline for
council nominations,

But it would he
misleading to present the
Ishington Labour Parties
a5 now uniformly left
wing. There were those
over the past months in the

local party, whose
response to the rise of the

5P was the same as that

of Michael Foot: to adopt
the SDP's policies and to
make any concessions to
keep the SDP *fifth col-
umn' in the party.

Storm

Two incidents in the
South constiluency in re-
cent months illustrate the

oint. At the Loeal
overnment Conumnilies
of the Labour Party an ob-
jection was raised to the
re-nomination of coun-

Keith Venass

ciitor Chris Pryce {0 next
year's panel of Lahour
candidates, because of his
voling againsi parly policy
on  housing and other
issues.

Thiz move caused a
storm among some of the
counciliors and the
Labour right wing in Isl-
ington South, There were
lengthy management com-
mittee discussions on the
izsue, motions of censure
on delegates who had not
supported Prycc, and a
witch hunt against the left
who had ' initiated the
move, amid accusdations of
‘driving people - into the

arms of the SDP’. Pryce
rewarded his supﬁurtﬂa

last Wednesday w
joined the SDP.

Votes

Similarly with George
Cunningham, MP for [sl-
inglon South  and
Finsbury, Constituency
chair, Ann Page, and hus-
band Bruce, through the
pages. of the New
Statesman, conducted an
open campaign 0 have
Cunningham  re-elected
despite his opposition Lo
local party pohey on most

en he

major izsnes, like disarma-

ment and parey
democracy,
Even when Cunn-

ingham publicly refused to
confirm that he would
fight the seat for Labour at
the next election, the
Pages and the constituen-
cg' right wing marshailed
the troops to dutifully vole
for George at the reselec-
tion meeting.

Cunningham Was
promptly offered a front
bench posilion on Home
Affairs in  the shadow
cabinet by Michael Foot.
George said ‘thank you' o
his supporters in the local
and national party the next
week when he [lefl the
Labour Party and an-
nounced his intention o
fight against Labour at the
next general election.

Charles Chapman, the
defeated left candidate at
Cunningham's reselection
meeting and the const-
tueney  vice-chair,  told
Socialist Challenge:
‘While we may suffer in
the short term  through
these  defeclions, in the
long run the party will gain
from such a sfmke-cui.
These people were never
really  socialists in. my
estimation,

Policies

“¥ou can't heat the
SDPF by adopting their
policies. " We can  only
defeat them by letting the
people: of Islington know
we're: still  here and
fighting for their intgrests
with socialist policies,

Socialists in the Isl-
ington Labour Party are
now Irying to buoild a
Labour left to provide a
forum for developing a
socialist sirategy and (o
turn the Labour Party asa
whole  lowards  socialist
CAmpalgning.

The hrst test Tor the
Labour Party will be how
to respond tothe new SDP
council. In their first few
days the new council hag
shown s true Tory col-
QULs:

*It voted to zell off some
700 short life housing pro-
perties, with the IiEe_[}'
eviction of 350 families.
*[t restarted council co-
operation with. the scab
Islingran Gazerte, who are
in dispute with the jour-
nalists" union, NUL.

Tt agreed to the
‘rearganisation” of . social
services field work despite
opposition from the
MNALGO branch,

SDP

Dave Burn, assistant
secretary 10 the local
MaLGO branch, told us
that if the SDP council is
to fulfil its promise to keep
rates down to 10415 per

ccent and stay within the

government gusdelines, it
will have to cut some
£14m, or one fifth of its
revenue budget.

“Thizs could lead fo as
many as 1,000 redundan-
cies, the closure of homes
and day centres for the
mentall handicapped,
homes lor old people, and
reductions in the held ser-
vices of up to 25 per cenl.
The SDP are also commit-
ted to stopping the fun-
ding for voluntary
organisgaiions  in the
borough and to vetoing
any money heing spent on
i campalgn against the
Heseltine proposals  on
local  government fon-
ding.’

It will be worth
keeping an eye on the
SDP’'s first council; it
may be a foretaste of
things to come na-

tionally.
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Goventry:

Labour
councils

should fight,
not cut

By Val Jones

AT A mass meeting /ast Saturdsy. Coventry
school meals assistants, cleanars and
caretakers in the public employeses’ union,
NUPE,. voted to call off their strike which has
kept 60.000 students away from schools for
four wesks.

The meeting accepted the recommendation from the
district committee backed up by the NUPE officials 1o
refer the dispule Lo arbitration and to return to work on
the basis of the old hours and Ra:.r,

Many strikers condemned the return to work as a sell-
out, If ACAS s recard is anything to go by, arbitration will
not ensure that MUPE's members” hours and pay will be
defended.

When councils directly attack local authority unians by
lm[.-lememing Tory cuts the most effeciive weapon is strike
action and not arbitration,

Coventry's Labour-controlled council certainly didn®

Why should Labour Party
members support NUPE?

The job of tha Labour Party is to protect the
services, jobs and working conditions of
working class people, and especially the low
paid. The Tories are dismantling the welfare
state in order to provide money for tax hand-
outs to the rich end increased spending on so-
called ‘law and order” and 'dafenca’.

The lebour movement exists to cppose
these measures rootand branch. Our job is to
massively increase the spending on educa-
tion and social services. If the Tories won't
allow that they must be raplaced by a Labour
government that will promote the interests of
working peoples with as much vigour as the
Tarias look after their own class.

Dave Nallist, prospectivae Labour Party parliamen
tary candidate for Coventry South East
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Coventry Labour Council
implements cuits

Here are some of their mos! recent aokiovemenis o
Behalf of the Tores’; 72

1. Increased charges: u [urther 25 per cent rise in the
price of school meals, from 52p to 65p: 4 minimum
charge of £1 a week for home help, previously 80 per cent
of the service was free; o 10 per cent increase in all day
nursery charges; a new charge of 65p for mid-day meals
for the mentally handicapped at training centfes; 2 new
charge of 23p a day on the physically handicapped for
transport to day centres; average rent paid by Coventry™s
27,000 council tenants up to £14.25 o week, excluding
rates, double the figure for November 1579,

2. Cuts in sarvices: free school meal withdrawn from
infants; further culs in nursery education following the
complete shutdown of one nursery; college depariments
to close; reduced expenditure on repair and maintenance
of schools and hooks; 90 people to lose the meals on
wheels service; 270 people to lose their home help; reduc-
et residential day care for the elderly and the handicap-
ped; reduced refuse collection and street cleaning; essen-
tial repairs on council houses almost at o standstill,

3. More jobs lost: annihilation of jobs in the parks and
direct works depaciment; o further reduction of 130
teachers, leading 1o higger clazs size; further cutbacks on
education assislants: nearly 100 jobs lost in sacial ser-
vices including home helps, s1aff and children homes,
social workers, nursery stafl and the meals on wheels.
Almost 200 jobs lost since 1978 in city engineers” depart-
ment,

bargain for the militant determination shown by NUPE
members. They mounted pickets of 21 secondary schools
and thres calleges of further education throughout the
dispure to fight the council’s cuts,

MLUPE members stood firm, despite expensive adverts
in the Coventry Fvening Telegraph o con them into ac-
cepting a hogus peace formula and threats to use contract
cleaners and parents to get the pupils back to school,

But NUPE has nol been smashed. Iis members, many
of whom are women part-timers who have never been on
strike before, have demonstrated that they are no eas
target for cuts. Whatever the outcome of arbilration. wit
further culs on the way for the next financial yvear, the
council will have a battfe on its hands again,

Labour councils which refuse to stand with the trade
unions against the cuts will be drawn into further confron-
tation with their employess az the room for manoeuvre
through rate rises, increased charges and voluntary redun-
dancies drics up.

‘It's a sad day when a Labour council
imposes cuts on one of the most
vulnerable sections of its workforce.
We're not anly the lowest paid, it's alzo
our conditions. Let them come and
work in our kitchens. We need our
jobs, we don’t go to work for company
or for pin money. They thought we'd
be an easy target. It's not just our
fight, but your fight.”

Mrs Rowena Mason, NUPE member from Car-
dinal Newman Schoal addressing a lobby of the
City Council last Thursday, two days before the
decizion was taken (o zo to arbitration,

Reselution from Coventry South East CLP
. To refurnt 1o the status guo through the immediaie
wilthorawin! af letfers mplemmeniing culs o fouwes and

wages from MUEBE members
2. Puy the wages lost during this dispule
3. Withdraw the £2m cul packoge ond remove the re-

ool spending Culs

4. Reopen discussions befween (he Labour council, the
Dhistrict Labonr Party-and the public services irade
unions for a joint fight against Tory pians for furiher
ety i local authority spending.

How to fight
Heseltine

=

Heseltine's bill: chickens coming home to roost

‘TARZAN' Heseltine has run into problems.
First a threatened back-bench Tory revoit is
forcing him to drop the controversial proposal
for rates referendums for ‘overspending” local
authaorities. And now the courts have granted
Norwich Council an injunction to stop
Heseltine sending in his commissioners to sell
off council houses. But, TESSA VAN
GELDEREN argues, the courts and Tory ‘wets’
are the last people we can rely on to stop the
Tories' cuts in local government funding.

The new Heseltine Bill
15 another Tory attack on
workers" living standards.
It will restrict local govern-
ment spending still fur-
ther, forcing councils 1o
make cuts and redundan-
cies.

Many councils, par-
ticularly those under left
Labour control like the
GLC, have tried 1o avoid
cuts by increasing the
rates. Socialist Challenge
believes that this strategy is
only another method of
making the working class
pay for the crizis, We have
argued instead for a mass
labour movement cam-
paign around no cuts, and
N0 Tent or rate rises,

But with the new
Hescltine Bill the chickens
are really coming home to
roost, Becatse rate rises
have not only been proven
to be an electoral disaster
forthe Labour Parly over
the past period; bur the

new Bill will remiove any
possibility of them pro-
viding a ‘solution’ to the
erisis of council spending.

Mot only might the rate
rises need the approval of
a local referendum, but
the new Bill will also en-
sure that the domestic rate
payers will pay a bigeer
burden of the increase
than the commercial sec-
tor. In other words waork-
ing people will pay.

t is urgently necessary
for the Labour left o
develop a clear strategy (o
fight against the Tory culs
in-council spending. Most
of the options put forward
are hopelessly inadequale:
labour movement referen-
dums, resigning from of-
fice and going into opposi-
tion, ang s0 on. They all
Iack the one essential 1n-
gredient: they are not bas-
ed om & campaign 1o
mobilize the labour move-
ment against the Tores.
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Any attempt, no mat-
ter how well intentioned,
by councils or councillors
to place themselves in the
front line with surcharges,
bankruptcy and the rest,
will only create martyrs for
the history hooks.

Without working peo-
ple fully supporting what
is being done in their
name, such actions are
meaningless and a waste of
lime. The same 15 lruc
about resigning from of-
fice and vwvoting down
Tory/SDP proposals.

The only way
Heseltine, Tebbit and the
Tories will be defeated is
by the working class laking
action. The miners” sirike
against Heath in 1974
showed that, But in a
period when the working
class . has suffered a
number of set backs, it is
looking for leadership, not
martyrs, The Labour left
has so far failed to provide
that leadership.

It has spent oo much
time discussing the rights
and wrongs of labour
movement  referendums
rather than raking up and
supporting sirugeles thart
workers are involved in,

The Labour group on
the Greater London Coun-
cil voted to maintain a
‘Jow profle’  while the
House of Lords decided
whether the council had
the right to decrease Lon-
don's fares, the most
ﬁg ular decision the GLC

ever taken! The
Labour group was not
repared to mobilise the
gbour movement i it
defence.

The most radical
manifesio is not worth the
paper 1t is wrillen on
without the active support
of the labour movement,
When local government
workers zee that councils
are prepared to fight for
all jobs, then and onaly
ther will they be willing 10
take action in defence of
their jobs and the living
standards of working peo-

The Iabour movement
led by Labour councils
and the Labour Party
should be organising
déemonstrations
throughout the country (o
show that there 1s opposi-
tion to Heseltine, They
should be organising a na-
tional - conference of
Labour Parties and trade
unions to plan - national

opposition o the pro-
posals,
Without laying the

hasis for such a campaign
all the other proposals will
come to nathing, And the
Labour Party mav well

have no councils left to
stand and fight Heseltine
in May,




lid this happen?

Staffa defeat
What went wrong?

in 28 September, 3%0 workers employed at
taffa Products in East London occupied their
actory to try to prevent the removal of their
actory to Plymouth. The close-down involves
net loss of jobs and the destruction of 30 per
ent of all engineering jobs in East London.
The dispute soon won official support.
lacking of Staffa motors was taken up by
ockers and miners and more was promised.
wupport for the dispute up and down the coun-
ry was such that the strike committee was
ble to pay out £5 expenses per shift to each
ickat in the last weeks of the dispute.
But after 10 weeks, the workforce decided
w a substantial majority to give up the fight
nd accept the phased closure of the factory
in the basis of some limited concessions. Why

the matter is that at the
end of ten weeks no
worker had received more
than five weeks strike pay
— and some less than that,

The  national leader-
ship of the Labour Party
also defaulted. It is true
that some 30 MPs spon-
sored a resolution deman-
ding the blocking of the
£4m grant which was the
basis on which the decision
to move to Plymouth was
made. But they did not
even appear on the picket
line, let alone take it to the
shadow cabinet and the
Mational Executive Com-
mitiee of the Labour Party
as they promised,

BRIAN GROGAN gives his views on what

vent wrong. Socialist Challenge invites Staffa

MP

vorkers and supporters to write and tell us

vhat they think of the conclusions of this arti-
e and the outcome of the fight for jobs at

itaffa. labour

movement

There were only one or
two  honourable  excep-
tions. This compounded

naed the problem created by the

The minonly of strike
ictivists pul up a valiant
fighi. They understood
hhat the best weapon was
accupation, Afler cviction
1 24-hour picket was main-
rained throughout — rain
ar shine.

The strikers toured the
zountry speaking at labour
movement  bodies and
fighting for finances and
blacking. When asked why
only 31 [inally voted to
continue the fight, most
activists' replied, ‘apathy
was the main enemy’.

Bul this itself had to be
cx]lalainad. The  biggest
culprits zre the leadership
of the cn%ineering union
— particularly Duffy and
Boyd. Whart better plat-
form 1o fight Tory
unemployvment docs the

than such an intransigent
group of workers? But at
no time did they attempt to
promote the fight and ex-
tend it support.

AUEW

It is almost certainly
true that without the battle
of the Laurence Scott
waorkers, they prohably
wonld not have even made
the dispute official. This
undermined  the’ con-
fidence of the majority of
inactive strikers.

But it wasn't only the
right wing of the AUEW.
The local AUEW District,
whose President is Com-
mumst. Parly  member
Gem"ige Anthony, egually
failed to lift a: finger to
help the fight. The fact of

support given to the Staffa
management by the local
Lahour MP* Bryan Magee.
The inexpericnced
sirike leadership had to
tackle problems of how to
stop  the management
removing motor stock and
machinery when the fac-
tory was patrolled by over
100 police. They had 1o
find a strategy for dealing
with the hostility to their
fight of the local MP.

They had 10 keep the
strike going “financially,
and win blacking and
solidarity. This was aside
from dealing with the in-
trigues and attacks of a
sophisticated management
of an American-owned in-
lerpational company
backed to the hilt by the
Tories. It was only on the

Liverpool typists’ dispute escalates

By Yvonne Taylor

CITY Council staff in Liverpool
have decided to tske strike ac-
tion and to implement selective
disruption. The decision was
passed overwhelmingly at a
mass meeting of members of the
local government  workers’
union, NALGO, on 7 December.

After five monihs of strike action,
400  courcil-employed - ppists  and
machine aperalors ﬁzd orced council
leaders to agree (o falks about an inguiry
into their claim over pay groding and
training,

The sirikers were praparing to refuri
fo work once the terms of the fnguiry
were agreed.

Now Liberal Council leader, Trevor
Jones, ix making it a condition thal
NALGO musi agree not 1o take action
against union members who were involy-
ed in sirike-breaking. Local union of-
ficers see this as an attemp! (o weaken the
union.

Strike breaking has been an impor-
rant isswe during ihe dispute. In his at-
tempis (o crush the sirikers, Jones has
suspended 250 workers without pay for
refusing to scab and 300 NALGO
members, mainly in senior posts, have
left the union.

The proposals carried by the mass
meeting include rq{ using {o prepare next
year's ity council buager, no covering
[for ghsentees, strike gction in key depart-
mernts and refusing to work with officers

who have left the uwnion during the
dispute ar who have been involved in
strike-breaking.

If there are any sackings, the union
will dake all-oul strike action.

The decision is a mussive vore af con
fidence in Liverpool WAL GO s union of-
Jicers,

Trevor Jones had written fo every
council employee asking for support for

the position he had adopred in the talks
and had atiempied 1o whip up a witch-
hunt against the left in the union.

He was guoted in the press as saying:
‘We are having o defend the members
against their own branch executive which
is connected to the Militant Tendency. '
Jones also gave all council workers time
aff with pay fo attend the mass meeting,
nn doubt hoping that his red-scare would
result in g bis defeat for the union s local
leaders.

And his campaizn did seerm to be sue-
ceeding. Only a few days previously,
Peter Cresswell, the branch secretary,
alfong with the assistant branch secretary,
had losi their union positfons fo right
wing candidates in an election hallor. Bul
af the 3,500 memibers who turned up 1o
the meeting, only a couple of hundred
voled apainst their execulive’s recomt-
mendations,

Al Walker, Liverpool NALGOS
Vice-Chairperson, told Socialist
Challenpge: *It jusi goes (v show what a
difference it makes to people’s views
when they have a chance to hear the
areuments debated oul.”
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basis of tackling these pro-
blems that the confidence
of the inactive majority
could have been won,

Given the default of
the official leadership of
the mavement, the Right
to Work Campaign and
the Socialist Workers Par-
ty, were able (0 provide
collection sheets, leaflets,
public platforms and help
in raising [inance and sup-
port up and down the
country. ;

But promoting the
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Right to Work Campaign
led the strike leaders away
from developing a
fight to force the top
leadership of the lrades
unions and the Labour
Party to act in support of
the dispute. This went in
the opposite direction to
that of Laurence Scoll
dispute. Right to Work
members tried (o substitule
for the official movement
rather than involve it.

Some examples: the
collection sheets that were

produced had the Right 1o
Work ecmblem  boldly
emblazoned all over them.
This publicised the Right
to Work Campaign Bbut
gave-an excuse 1o the right
wing not o contribute 1o
the dispute. ;

It gave the mmpression
that the workers
themselves  were not in
charge of their  own
dispute. This was reinfore-
#d by giving the Right to
Worl telephone nomber
as the ‘delepation’s of-
ice’,

The night of the evie-
tion from the factory,
most of the leading
militantis were in
Blackpool on the Right ta
Work demo. This was a
dizazier as il meant that oo
leadership was there at a
crucial time. Everyone
knew the eviction was im-
minent.

The Right to Work
campaign leaders disdain-
ed Lo fight in the engineer-
ing unions, Instead, they
thought up publicity gim-
micks like taking Staffa
workers to Tebbit's home
in an ‘On vyour BRBike
demo.

—

They actively opposed
any fight into the Labour
Party. This was crucial. It
was both possible and
necessary 1o develop a
campaign to force Brvan
Magee to change his mind.
Indeed, the work that was
done on this front by the
stewards in collaboration
with Socialist Challenge
witnessed - some  success,
Magee's about-face to de-
mand the withdrawal of
the £4m grant was impor-
tani because victories in
such a campaign are the
sort of development which
would have inspired con-
fidence in the inactive ma-
jority,

Instead of winning the
aclivists to involvement in
the Right to Wark cam-
paign it was necessary (o
goon a bigcampaign Lo in-
volve  the majority  of
strikers. It s fo the
Labour Party and trade
union leaders that the ma-
jority looks.

Win

It was vital to force
such elements to back the
fight as a way of winning
the hearts and minds of the
‘cilent majorily’. As every
good general knows, the
middle ground behind the
fromt lines has to be
secured in order 1o achieve
victory. This elementary
point was not understood,

The Staffa battle is
aover, RBut the WL against
unemployment is not. It is
necessary. Lo learn  the
lessons so that the ather
groups of workers don't
fall into similar mistakes.
The active minority of
strikers. now  have a
responsibility 1o the rest of
the working class.

They have to go into
the umons to win them
back for the members,
They have the responsibili-
ty to go mto the Labour
Party to strengthen the
bartie of the left (o gel'a
leadership which sesponds
to their needs.

Then, those like the 31
Staffa workers who voted
for the dispule (D con-
tinve, wil not find
themselves in a minorily.
Then they ¢an go on to
win,




Picketing at Doncaster: a basic right under threat
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Defend the right

“to picket

LAURENCE SCOTT strikers are
facing a serious attack on their
right to picket. For four weeks
they have maintained a picket of
their parent company, Mining
Supplies of Doncastar. Six of the
stewards have had injunctions
served on  them under the
Employment Act and are dusa to
gppear in court on 18 December.

But the picket continues and
support grows. Greater Man-
chester MPs, Charias Morriz and
Michael Meachar, have called
on the labour movement 1o
stand with Laurence Scott
strikers in their fight for jobs.

Scott's steward, Phil Penn-
ing. said that Michael Meacher,
in talks with the convenor. had
likened the threat to picketing to
that of tha five dockers jailed in
1972.

“What's under attack,” Phil
explained, 'is the right to effec-
tively pursue a dispute. Aftar the
helicopter raid on our factory,
we launched the picket at Don-
castar. We've got blacking from
the miners and as a result Snipe,
our boss, is gatting worried. He
says he’ll have to close by
Christmas.

‘So we have to keep up the
pressure. The law seems to be
saying that Snipe can have flying
scebs but flying pickets are out.

Statement by Charles Morris MP, Openshaw

THE workers uf Lourence Scott af Openshaw, Man.
chester, have now been engaged in @ fight with their
] .’oyemﬂru'gr the ‘right to work” for a period of some

erghl Mo

Their ‘sil-in" at the factory was brought (o an end by
g siedee hommer wielding team of bailiffs. Helicopters
er wsed in g blatant attémpt ai strike breaking.
Now g feeol infunction in the fiph Court iy being sougit
By the emplovers ayainst siv af the leading members af
the strike commitiee (o prevent them pickeling Mining
Supplies, Doncaster, the pareni company of the grou:

Conscious of the British labour gnd irude union
movemenis cormmitment io fizht for jobs, we urge sup-
port for the Lawrence Scott workers in their conlinuing

have

campaign.

By Pete Clifford

T

The Employment Act has not
yet been usad in 8 major dispute
against picketing, Passed in
1980, its aim is to stop such ac-
tions as the miners’ picket at
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Xmas Appeal for
LSE families

Rorherham and South Yorkshire
RSC Crafis Committees are laun-
chirg a speclal Christmas appeal for
the farmilies of the Laurence Scoit
sirikers, now in their ninth month
of dispete.

Whilst the rest af us are enjoy-
inp some seasornal pood cheer, Hhe
Faurence Scort workers will be o
the picker lines fighiing unermplay-
ment,

HWe are siarting the appeal with
fwo dongrions af £500 each from
Rotherkarr end South Yorkshire
BEC Cruft Commtives,

We will aizo be collecting i
every possibie place — in pubs,
clubs, and meetings — 10 raise
maney and win supnort for this
dispuie,

Please send donations fo:
Laurence Scofi Joint Shop Stewards
Comimillee Xmas Appeal Fund, cfo
Berngrd Connally, Convenors
Office/CEW, Rotherham BSC, The
feklos, Ratherham, South
Yorkshire.

#

Mining

LTMmoEOrs,

How to Help

*Join the Picket: Mining
Supplies, Carr Hill, Balby,
Doncaster. 24 hours, 7 days
a week. Mass picket every
Monday. Delegations can
be accommodated
night, Tel 061 231 4434,

*Black Snipe: Companies
owned by Arthur Snipe’s

Supplies
Laurense Secott and Elec-
Mining = Sup-

Saltley Gate, the steelworkers’
picket at Hadfields. Theinjunc-
tion against the Scott's strikers
will be @ testing ground for im-
plementing this law.
Engineering union laadars,
Tarry Duffy and John Boyd, are
vary wary of a confrontation

with the Tories® new _act
They've withdrawn the unicn
solicitors from advising the

strikers. The dispute has not had
the Union's official backing
since August.

Yat, ~ despite this, tha
razponse from the labour move-
ment has been tremendous. A
total just under half the number
of engineering union branches,
1.016, have sent resolutions call-
ing for national backing — anun-
pracedented situation inside the
AUEW.

Such solidarity now has to be
extended into action to -defend
the right to picket. Michael
Meacher is to raise the issue in

rliament and a delegation of

orth wast MPs are to join the
picket line.

What is at stake in this
dispute is much more than the
future of one small strike. The
picket line at Mining Supplies
has to become an izsue for every
trade unionist and Labour Party
member.

plies, Mech-Con, Mecho
Mech-Electric - and  Mech-
Caste. Blacking is also re-
vested for firms who cross
the picket, This includes Ar-
mitages,  Adams  and
Eldreds. For =~ full list
telephone as above,

over-

are  "Send donations: ,cf-u G
Fryer, 20  Recunderoft, |
Romiley, Cheshire.

By Mick Drake, Dagenham Assembly Plant

ALL OUT strike action from 5 January is being
recommended by national union negotiators 1o
Ford’'s 54,000 manual workers in response 10

the company's 7.5 per cent with strings wage

offer.

Shop stewards have
already backed the strike
call and mass meetings
ook set to endorse it. The
pnion - claim iz for £20
across the board and a 35
hour week.

However, the pressure
for strike action comes naot
so muech [rom the money
offer but from the shopp-
ing list of ‘efficiency mm-
provements' attached to
ir, These were spelled out
in a company cmployee
bulletin as follows;

* employee muohility
between jobs and pay
Eradas

smooth and speady
introduction and effec-
tive operation of new
technology and work
system

*avoidance of ineffi-
cient demarcation and
effective operation of

new technology and
work system
* avoidance of ineffi-

cient demarcations bet-
ween - jobs, trades/'
equipment, operations
and shift
* flexibility in avartimea
working including the
abandonmeant of ‘one
in, all in”
* alimination by
amployees of avaoidabla
lost time during work-
ing hours,

As well as bell to bell
working, this preparcs the
ground for attacks on

Al L
Ron Todd
preparation and clean up
times, line workers' relief
times and tea breaks.

All local (plant level)
agreements  which - the
company deem to be in
cl:rnf?i?:t with these five
points ‘are terminated’, In
addition, Ford want a
panel of full time union of-
ficials (o' police thesc
points, and SETIOT
stewards to ‘affirm their
agreement to them for ap-
pficaLiuu in every plant’.

In plain terms, Ford is
aiming for total control

over Ime speeds and work-

ing  prachices as., 1l
glaughters jobs. And the
company wants the trade
unjon and shop steward
organisation to  disarm
itself in order to achieve
this,

If this much is becom-
ing clear to the shopfloor,
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a pgreat deal more is not.
National negotiations
have dragged on for seven
weeks with wvirtually no
report hacks to the shop
floor, despite the fact that
the main topic of discus-
sion has been ‘cfficiency’.

At the final meeting

with management on 2
December, union
negotiafors even submit-
ted their own efficiency
pmpuﬁals. Although re-
jected by management
these included concessions
on mobility of labour and
other items.

Yet in Scplember our
chief  negotiator, FRon
Todd, pledged to a na-
tional meeting of Ford
shop stewards that there
would be no discussions
on efficiency before the
wage claim was sertled.
Prolonged  négotiations
and secret talks have
meant that the origimal
claim for £20 and 35 hours
has been lost sight of.

Some newspapers have
suggested that “the com-
pany was told privately
that 71 per ¢ent would
have been recommendead if
the strings had been drop-
ped. Now we face a
rearpuard action on condi-
tions,

But Ford workers need
at least £20 to return living
stgndards  to  their 1979
level. And-a 35 hour week
is the minimum nesded 1o
defend jobs against the
onslaught of new
technology. Hopefully, a
decision to strike will bring
these demands back to the
centre of discussion.

Students in conference

THE -Narional Unien: of
Students agreed 1o campaign
Sor o ane-week sirike in op-
pasition fo the government's
4 per cent ceiling on gronts,
The students’ conference in
Blackpoo! last week also
adopted  policy  agoinst
Heseltine's attacks on focal
government  and  exprossed
sodidarity - with the Ldbour
Grearer London Council,

Bur mations from several
coffeges wrping direct action
{o Jight  Ihe . culs- were
defeared. Speakers from the
Bradford 12 Defence Com-
mittee and Laurence Scolt
received  standing  ovarions
hwen Carron, however, M.
Sfor Fermanagh and Souilk
Tyrane, was no! allowed o
geldlrezy fhe ronforence.

The Nationgd -Executive,

L HOW GRANTS
100 HAVE FALLEN
IN. REAL TERMS

13623 618 7R3

175 &L3

contralled Hy the Communis!
Pariy  dominated ~ Lefi

Allignee overfurned existi
procedure  with  the oo
nivance. of the Nalior
Organisatiort  af Labo
Studenis.

Despite these manoeuw
over 30 delepotes. @
ohservers Reard Owen Carr
speak af fwo very SuCoess

ringe meelings organised
the Sociglist Workers Stud
Crrganisation aad the Labo
Commiitee on frefand.

Conference  agreed
campaign  for _Brita
withdrgweal from NATO ¢
pave = official  support
Youth CAND. EF{F:DCM
Challenge supporiers were
strwmental in petting NUE
support thee recent initia,
Sfrom the CND conferance
an infernetional day gaga
riuciear missiles,
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hitterness

By Ken Hercules

NORTH of Ireland police tactics have hit
Britain. CS gas, water cannon and plastic
bullets mean a shift to' more repressive
forms of policing in the fearful response of
the ruling circles to the youth who took to
the strests during the summer.

While the media spoke of marauding
gangs and criminal elements disturbing
the peace, A Sivanandan in the most re-
cent issue of Race & Class gives a different
view of what happened — Dblack
resistance.

The summer disturbances are the fatest on a
long list of black struggles, filled “with bit-
terness amd pain all the way.”

Black people whether from the Caribbean,
India, Pakistan, Asians from East Africa or
from Mother Africa, came to England during
the 1950s-70s with a bitter taste of British col-
onialism in their mouths and a determination to
defeat British colonialism in their minds,

Omnce here they had another, although not
new, problem. They had to contend with a
united racism which cut straight across the
classes.

RS
Joaalhe - L

A racism made s0 warm a home for itself in
Tritish culture that it blunted class conflict.

Subjected 1o racial aticks, poor housing,
super-exploitation by the bosses, resistance by
black people was an inevitable outcome of their
daily life,

In 1954, the persistant racial violence surged
up into two days of 'warfare” in Camden Town
which culmipated in 2 petral bomb anack on
the house of 2 West Indian family.

Four years later, the biack community: in
MNottingham erupted into violence to be follow-
ed in Motting Hill, where teddy boys directed by
Muosleyites and the White Defence League had
for weeks been ‘nigger hunting® while the police
casually looked on.

The police were to play an even increasing
role in brutalising the black community.

The feeling of absolute hatred for the police
is never more ingrained than in the minds of the
young West Indians.

In 1973, the palice received the OK from the
courts — who had just given a 20 vear sentence
to 16 year old West Indian for ‘mugging’ — and
they went on the offensive with the Sus law.

! ; : ':-_. 5 8 - - : '.._ .
fotfar with her son Gurdip Chaggar, victim of racist murder in iﬂuﬁu’ 1976
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campaign

From then on hlack youths were assaulted
individually, clubs raided, meeting places
disturbed and events such as carnival blankered
by police.

Youths struck back at Brockwell Park Fair
in 1973 and again in Chapeltown, Leeds, in
1975, However these were only the build up to
the first massive explosion of Notting Hill Car-
nival in 1976, when as Sivanandan says "1600
policemen took it on themselves to kill joy on
the streets”.

The youths, while satisfying their anger also
learnt an invaluable lesson — that the boys in
blue injure just like me and vou.

More important, police authority was
shown to be guestionable — a question which
was to pose itself this year with grearer intensi-
ty. 5

In showing how loday’s youth are respon-
din; to their siruation, Sivanandan also reviews
their parents’ struggles against racisi Labour
governments and the trade unions.

“What Enoch Powell says today, the Tory
party saye tomorrow and Labour legislates on
the day after® was a favoured way of summing
up the Labour Party approach to the black
population.

The racism of the trade unions forced black
workers 1o organise within their community, 50
that their struggles got bound up with the strug-
gles for community rights.

Ome such example was the case of Sikh bus
drivers fighting to be allowed to wear their tur-
bans.

Although few of the Afro-Caribbean and
Asian organisations that arose during this
period can claim to have significantly influenc-
ed British society, one after the other has come
forward on z varety of issues — education,
housing, immigration, police harassment, im-
migration.

When in 1976, Asian women at Grunwicks
smashed the myth of Asian passivity they were
standing on the shoulders of all the other strug-
gles of the black community and their example
established the potential strength of the emerg-
ing black women's movement.

Sivanandan puts the 1981 events into their
historical perspective. The question remains
however, what comes next?

The answer must surely lie-in taking the of-
fensive, in forming national organisations
which include all minority groupings to defeat
racism, to bring forward a programme for
black rights, and to posh forward the fight for
socialism.

Race & Clays: Rebellion gnd Repression: Volume
KX Numbers 2/3, £1.50

WHAT EVER else may be zaid about
1981 no onse will deny that this was
the year that Britain’s three million
strong black community mada its

presence falt.

It was the year blacks said
enough was enough. ‘and struck
back kard at this racist, unjust socie
ty. They smashed official indif-
ference to the murderous attacks
they have suffered from right wing
forces when they campaigned to get
the truth out about the New Cross
(iaszacre where 12 young people
died in a fire bomb attack.

Asian youth in Coventry and
Southall fought police when fascists
artacked their communities

And Thatcher's Britain was truly
exposed when youth in Brixton and

other major citi

enraged by

harassmant, discrimination and

deprivation. fought pitiched battles

with police

Racist immigration policies were
hammered when Anwar Ditta won
her campaign to bring her children
ta Britain. Here activists in the black
movement describe some aspects of
the fight against racism.

ay racism

p
destruction of traditional areas of black labou
the textile industry, the new Nationality Bill, |
tion raids on factories — all affect black wor

BERNIE GRANT is a London area organisi
Mational Union of Public Employees, with res
ty for its positive action programme. He is in
setting up a new organisation called the Bla
Unionists Solidarity Movement. He is also
counciller in Haringey, North London.

Toni Gorton spoke to him about the affs
year's events on black workers and what he t|

happen in 1982.

You are a full time official
in & union that has many
black membars. How is the
aconomic situation affec-
ting them?

_ In the trade unions we see that.

when redundancy comes up,
since it's usually black people
who have been hired last,
they're the first ont.

Also  when youth are
selected for training, the bosses
tend - to choose their “own
people’ firsl.

Indirect racism such: as

recruitment practice at the fac-
tory gate is becoming a hell of a
problem. There's a lot of

¥ rna

INCREASED usse of the
courts wifl be part and
parcal of the future in trying
to Intimidate and criminalise
black political activists a5 in
the case of the Bradford 12.

They have alraady baan usad
In two ways, First, individuals
have been charged and triad
saparataly as followed the
police riots in Southall in April
1979 and with the thousands ar-
rested aftar tha riote last sum-

A very high conviction rate
has been achieved in these
cases and magistrates have
genarally amr;ﬂpnd the fpua’fcu
view even in the face of ower-
whelming defence avidanca.

While charges have ranged
from fairly minor ones such as
obstruction to more  sarlous
such as grievous bodily harm,
the sentences. even for tha
maost minor, have been heavy.

Second, grwr trigls -hawve
beean mountad. In July 1980,

pressure one the b
black workers.

For example, |
has?xtal porter was
ly for black peop
white people would:
hands. Now we're |
there’s competition
jobs.

Before, ablack
bring along a cousiz
for a job, that's no
pening. White peg)
taking these jobs,

Since the 0
government discrim
mcreased.  Supervi
union officials and

!nllnwing the riot in

groa of Bristol 12 p
arrested and che
riotous @\ssembly.
which carries & |
sentence, Howeve
collapsed.

In Bradford tw
Asians, most of
political activists,
rested following sor
cidents on 11 July a
ed discovery by th
some petrol-filled n

Thay have bes
with manufacturing
and two conspira
which carry life
They are all pleadin

he ‘usa of
charges is sinister.
be, - convicted |
discussing a  orim
political backgroun
ty of the defendent
ad as evidence.

The political na
case is shown by th
tions on eight of the
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come oub Inio open w
their racism.

The actual number of race
discrimination cases that I've
had to deal with has increased
dramatically.

We get reports that resolu-
tions are being discussed in
hranches calling for repatria-
tion.

Iz there a white backlash?
Did the riots mark a water-
shed in black consciousness
and willingness to struggle?
well 1 think one of the first
things that reaiir started to
shake black people up was the
Deptford Massacre and the
Black People’s Day of Action.

After Deptford, the riots
came and black people felt that
they were under pressure. They
were definitely getting a white
backlash, cspecially with the
Tory MPs talking abont
repatrialion. ;

It all gelled at the same ime
to produce this upsurge in con-
SCIOUsNess.

in this period the traditional
‘muscle men’ of the trade
unions have been unable 10
fizht back against the govern-

which stops them from atien-
d1n$ political meetings.

hese sorts of group trials
tells the black community that
i they darg to organise and
regist racist attacks whather by
individuals or by the state then
they will be treated as criminals
and deniad their civil rights.

For further information phona
(o1} 571 4320,

Defend the Bradford 12
: national
demonstration

Saturday 12 December
Azsemble [ 30mm
Munningham Park, Brodford
Coaches legve Kings Cross Lordon
ar 7.45am

ment attacks~ because of
unemployment and 50 On.

What's happening is that
these other sectors — blacks,
women, disabled people, gays
— 4re %;:ttirlg more Oppression
than the while male trade
unionists. There's no  alter-
native but o struggle.

A number of changes are
taking place. While militancy is
generally at a low ebb there are
many political discussions go-
ing on in the branches that just
didn’t happen a year Or two
ago.
Mow is the most fertile Lime
really for any group, black,
women or whatever, 1o make
an intervention. Especially in
the Labour Parly, where we're
fighting for the right to have
black caucuses.

Now the traditional role of
the trade umions is changing,
and if we don'l crganise now
we'll - mnever have such
favourable circumstances in the
future.

This is why we black trade
unionists have come together.
After the black workers con-
ference earlicr this year in Bir-

1 m we sel up a steering
group in London, represen-
tative of 12 to 15 unions at this
stage, mainly branch
secrelaries and shop stewards.

We have two sets of people
involved. Some like the Black
Media Workers Associabion

s 1R

Mambers of the London Support Group of
tha Bradford 12 mount & gagged protest out
press confarance 10

side Scarman’s

which was formed to protect
the interests of black actors and
black television people.

There are people from the
Mational Association of Local
Government Officers
(NALGO) who have set up
minority ethnic commitiees.

Also we have people from
the Race Advisory Committee
of NUPE, which is a London-
wide group set up o fight far
pritive  action  Programmes
and against discrimination on
the job.

We have a'namber of in-
dividuals who have comé out of
struggles in the trade wrmons,

e beert Prog

although not
around black 1ssues.

I think we'll see in the next
year a real move forward for
black people in the labour
movement. There is a strong
fecling for getting ourselves
organised which has never been
soiclear as now,

necessarily

BERMIE GRANT

f don’t believe black people
should join the police force
hecause the police force is
seen as the enemy — gquite
rightly -—'%{ black people
especiaily the youth.'

|75E lon flars ko 1 By ¥ L )
Relotions Advisory Comrtilies. They are: proguced in Himdi, Punjabi,

Rengali, Gujarai, Urdu, Spanish and Porfuguese and can be ordered from

Michael Cunningham 01-446 ool
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highlight the conditions of the defendents
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who are prevented from
mestings or taking part in political ac-
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attending public

By K Sen

DURING the past two
years, over 500 migrant
waorkers, mainly
Filipinos, have been
threatened with deporta-
tion.

Many workers have been
arrested, held in detention and,
after interrogation by the
Home Office, deported.

Mancy Lomboy, a- hotel
chambermaid i3 one of 30
Filipine wnrker}ﬁmhw depor-
tation by the Home Office
before Christmas, unless action
is taken to defend her now.

_ These deportations  are
Hustified’ by reinterpretation
and changes in the immigration
faws,

During  the  post-war
economic hoom, immigration
laws were changed to permit
easy entry of foreign workers,
mainly from the semi-colonial
countires, to fill menial and
low-paid jobs.

Nncv Lomboy

But with the end of this
boom, new laws were passed in
1968 and 1971 which aimed to
drastically reduce the number

of foreign workers entering the

ouniry. :

While the 1971 Immigration
Act restricted the application
of work permits for skilled
workers, S0me categoriss were
exempled, as there was still an
acute shortage of semi and un-
skilled labour in some areas.

In response 1O pressurc
from the employers in Britain
the Home Office gave some
leeway in granting special
quotas for wark permits for
migrant workers seeking jobs in
hospitals, hotels and the cater-
ing industry.

Miost of these workers came
fram the Philippines, many of
whom were granted full resi-

“ dent status by the Home Office

after completing four years
work.

However, with the onset of
the recession in 1979 with cuts
in social services and shut-
downs in many industries, the
status of these warkers has
been challenged.

Since  that time, foreign

The case of Mrs Knight
and her family

0N the mizht of 7 November an
argument Broke oul berween Mrs
Knight and her family and anather
family in the basement flai, The
police dragged her out along with
her two doughters aged 19 and 13.
Her six year old doughter was left
to fend for herself.

Mrs Knight received injuries (0
her head, arms, thigh and coccyx,
and a cui on her face which re-
quired stitches, while ot Stake
Mewingion  Police  Station in
Hackrey,

&She gnd her two daughters were
charged with ‘aseaulting the police”
and with a breach of the peace.

Hackney  Black  People's
Association and the Heckney Legal
Defence Commitiee are calling far
a picket of Highbury Magistrales
Coyrt on Wednesday ¥ December
at J0um and @ Day of Action an
Wednesday 16 December.

Assemble  owiside  Hackney
Town Hall, Mare Streer, E§ af
lpm.

Filipino deportations
— one way of solving
unemployment

workers have been harassed
and their legitimate entry ques-
tioned, as part of a campaign 1o
blame unemployment on these
workers rather than the system
itself.

It is now alleged that the
migrant workers entercd this
country by deception, by fail-
ing to declare children or giving
false references.

While the workers gave coT-
rect information there was
deception by employment
agencies who filed false mfor-
mation without the knowledge
of the people involved.

It now appears that the |

bosses are frving lo force
redundancies through repatria-
tion.

The Filipino workers have
organised a defence campaign
against the harassment of the
Home Office, They have won
the support of the labour mave-
meni.

The Labour Party con-
ference in October pledged to
grani amnesty to the migrant
workers, However the urgency
of the situation still requires im-
mediate action.

The unions concerned
(COHSE, NUPE, GMWU and

TGWL) have EIVETL su{ggnﬂ to
ey are

the Filipino workers.
appealing to the Home Office
to stop the deportations.

The depo

for. -~ the

Filipino workers,
Already

other

deporiations have been stop-
ped through such mass cam-

paigns.

Raymundo Villajuan

You can add your suppo
by doing the following:
*WWrite to the Home Offi
Minister (Timothy Raison) a
pealing for the Filipino ar
other migrant workers who a
facing deportation.

*Pass a resolution at yo
union ar Labour Party bran
appealing for support.

+Send money to help the ca
paign.

For further informati
contact Migrant Action Grot
oo 68 Chalton Street, Lond
NI, 01-388 0241,

Save the Khans from
deportation

ALl and Parveer Khan and &
rvwa children are thregtemed
immediate deporiation.

Mr Khan come to Britair
1972 at the age of 13 as an ‘ille
immigrant. Thimking rhat
armmesty  offered in 1974
automatic e didn’t bother to
.

Parveen came in 1979 fom
him and they have since had
children who were born here,

The Home Qffice is ryin
deport her as well because she
cealed o ‘material® foct — tha
husband was an m'egm’ immip
something she didn 't even knc

Write to Gerald Koufman
at the House of Commons w
him to fully support the Khans
to the Home Office deman
that they drop the threa
removal.

Contael the suppor! grou
595 Stockport. Rd, Long:
Manchester. T ST

rtations can be
stopped if there 1s mass support

threatened
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VICTORY 1o the Irish Peaple!
Treoops Our Mew! Demonstration
salled. by Mootk Lopdon lrsh
Salidarity Commities on Sak 19 Dec.
Asgemble  1.30wn . Archway Tuhe
March o Islinglan Green,
TYNESIDE HeBlockArmagh Com-
maties will hold a picket 2t Durham
pemd, Sun 30 Dec, 122 Yom

INTERNATIONAL EVENING
uiwnnl Repeession with  revolu-
nasy safgs, shate exhibition, slads
show and - food,  Spealensi Slan
Peewens MP, Grenada High Comimis
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Come to the
Revolution Youth
| Gonference

ON THE WEEKEND of 19/20 December Revolu-
tion Youth is holding its second annual con-
ference. Since its founding conference last
year Revolution Youth has come a long way.
Revolution branches have been astablished
in many parts of the country, bringing young
workers and students into socialist politics for
the first time. threatened by the war
Members of Revolu- drive of US imperialism,
tion Youth have been in which 15 aimed firstly at
the' forefront of Youth the develeping revolutions
CND, the campsign in Central America and
against youth unemploy- the Caribbean, bt
ment, the fight for -
solidarity with the struggle
in El Salvador and
developing revolutions: in
Micaragua and Grenada,
the campaign for the
rights of young women,
and solidarity = with
workers' struggles.

Supporters of Revolu-
tion have also been deeply
involved in the fighi Lo
transform the Labour
Party Young Socialisis in-
{0 3 mass Ccampigning

by,

’fhe Revolution Youth
conférence.  will bring
together =everal hundred
voung people o discuss
the next steps in building a
revolutionary youth
movement.

The conference oocurs
at a particularly grave
time for youth in Britain.
Hundreds of thousands of
schaal leavers are unahle
to get jobs — the result of o
the Tories' deliberate
unemployment policies,

Internationally,  the
whole future of vouth is

ultimately threatens to in-
violve all voung peoplein a
niiclear catastrophe,

Criving wourh a futire
doesn’t just mean giving
them & job, bul giving
them hope for & world in
which the imsanity of
capitalism 15 destroyed.

Revplution Yourh
gims lo frain the next
genergtion. of  revolu-
tionary leaders who can
begin this task.

Revolution
Youth Rally

Friday 18 December

Conway Hall, Red Lion Sq.,
London WC2 7.30pm

Solidarity with the
struggle against
imperialism
Speakers from the New Jewel
Movement of Grenada, the El
Salvador FDR/FMLN, the FSLN of
Micaragua, Peoples Democracy
from Ireland, Young Socialist

Alliance from the United States

Tickers £1 (50p unwaged) from RY rally,
PO Box 50, London NI, or on door,

+;.-.-

Chnsrmas is
coming and our
geese are dying
of starvation

ITs up to you! Wa've topped
£710.000 flat me spell that out, ten
thousand pounds] this guarter.
With three weeks to go till
Christmas we are confident that
you, our readers and supporters,
will provide us with the
Christmas present we need.

We must reach our £16, 500 tarpet for
this quirter if we are o spend a happy
Chrisrmags, Weve said it hefore and vwe'll
sqy It ggoin: our  campdighs. our
AEWSPapEr, UrEanising our sSupporiers 1o
fight for socialis! policies in {he Labour
Parry and the unions cosis money. To do
it well, costs a lof of money.

The £16, 50 we ask for this quarier iv
sirictly to cover this expenditure. Any
shorifall means us payving fur our daily
campaigning  activities out of = our
£100,000 Special Expansion Fund: We
don’t want to do that, Help us to prevent
it happen. -

Send us the sort of Christmas present
that will engbie us 1o bring you news and
analysis of (he imilernational clasy sirug-
gle — sond uc g fow quid.

Thiz week we thank comrades and
supporiers  Jrom . Huddersfield  (£5),
Southammion (£33), Rath (£27), Cardiff
(£85), York (£11), Swindon (£3),- Brent
(F4ed] Sinckpor? (£13), and Reading
£33,

Why we’re going

Anne McChlery, unemploved, Leads

| GOT on the Jobs Express because I'm an
unemployed young woman. It seemed ohvious 1o
me that women baar the brunt of unemployment,
and that this fact is often overlooked in the lebour
movement.

On the Jobs Express | pushed this point for-
ward, and called for support from young people on
the train for the Woman's Right-to Work march in
June, which will bs really impeartant for raising
women's issues.

I want to be at the conference because | feel
that as an orgenisation Revolution Youth takes
WOMmEnN & issuas up in a constructive way. They
suppart positive discrimination and the Women's
Right to Work demonstration.

1 feel that Revo has tha best anaivsis of the
political situation today — for axampla the
developmants of tha [aft In tha Labour Party,

Pzl age 23, unemploved, Lesds

I've been unaemployed for months now, and went
an the Jobs Express.

It is important for the young unemployed to
erganise and fight back against the Tories. But the
TUC leaders try to control evarything and stop us
pressing our views on how to take the fight for-
ward (by supporting struggle= like Laurence Scott
and Staffa).

‘This shows the need for a new leadership in the
unions that will build 2 movement to kick the
Tories out.

That's what Revalution Youth stands for —
building active support for workars’ struggles now,
as a part of tha fight to ger rid of the Tories and
their system for good.

Revolution has taken a lead in the fight against
the war drive of Reagan and Thatcher by building
Youth CMD, and showing its solidarity with the
struggle in Latin America.

It has been active in the fight against the right
wing in the Labour Party, and calls for an LPY
that takes up mass campaigns such as YCND and
laads tha fight for socialist policies in the Labour
Party.

Joyce, age 25, AUEW engineering worker,
Manchester

| saw how Revolution supportars ara leading Youth
CND, and [ think that the conference should talk
about how to build a militant YCUND, which should
be linked to the Labour Party Young Socialists.

| work in an enginaaring factory, and think that
the conference should be discussing the issues
which face young workers in the trade unions and
at work. -

| want to ba at the Revolution Youth conference
to discuss the wider issues involved in fighting for
socialism.

Tha paper Revolution is very good — it suppnr!k
the Labour Party and builds a militant wing in the
Labour Party which challenges even the left

bureaucrats.
o



Mexican

Trotskyists’

hattle

election

By Alan Ball in Mexico

A PRESIDENTIAL campaign with a difference
is under way in Mexico. Last month a euphoric
5.000-strong meeting launched the candidature
of Rosario Ibarra de Piedra, renowned for her
defence of Mexican political prisoners and

women's rights.

The Mexican govern-
ment, dominated for
decades: by the  aptly-
named Institutional
Revolutionary Parly
(PRI}, has called presiden-
tial elections for June 1982
Lo tart up its soiled
‘democratic’ image,

Break

Living midway bet-
ween  Regean’s  America
and revolutionary Central
America, the Mexican
people are  demanding,
with londer and louder
viices, 4  governmeni
which will break from the

grip of US bhanks and
buszinesses and their Mex-
ican parasites.

They are fighting a new
land-owning class tied to

US-dominated *Agri- -

business’, and indusi-
rialists growing [al on oil
profits,

Mexico’s  slreels  are
lined with colour pictures
of Miguel de La Madrid,
the PRI's candidate.

Rosario represents
Mexico's other face. She
enlered politics when her
son was kidnapped by one
af the seven iﬁega] police
forces working in the
country, and her hushand
was caplured and tor-

tured.  Like the families
of hundreds of poor Mex-
icans, she faced the iron
fist in the PRI's velvet
glove. She faced the agony
of her son ‘disappearing”,
the government  denving
all knowledge of his fare,
not knowing if he was alive
of dead.

Fighting to find him,
she helped set up the com-
mittee for the defence of
political prisoners, cam-
paigning for the release of
those  known prisoners
and for the presentation of
the ‘disappearsd’.

Reasons

Through thizs work she
learned the reasons for the
repression. She met pea-
sant  leaders’ = families
whose relatives had been
killed, kidnapped or tor-

Rosario fbérm de Piedra at PRT

(second from left)

tured by the [andowners’
private police for ihe
‘crime” of occupying com-
man land that was legally
theirs, She met the father
of a five year old girl wha
‘disappearcd” at the age of
two In response to his
crime of setting up an in-
dependent trade union.
When the FRT

him!

~Mexican support -
for Irish struggle

FIVE times in the [ast three months, Mexico's Committes
for the Defence of Pelitical Prisoners has led protests o
the British Embassy about the treatment of Irish hunger
strikers. Finally the Ambassador consented 10 debate on
television representatives of the committes, including PRT
leader Manuel Aguilar. The 45-minute programme was 50
popular it was rebroadcas:
bassador. A month later the British government withdrew

(Revolutionary Workers’
F‘Eu‘lEr Mexican section of
the Fourh Internaticnal)
approached her last June
lo stand in the elections,
she agreed.She explained
why 10 the meeting: *We
have 1o destroy this
government of bankers,
landlords and exploiters
and build on its ashes a

Mot so the British Am-

- -

government of the
warkers, the peasants and
the poor of the cilies.”

. The PRT's campaign is
intended 10 give voice to
struggles against the PRI

and  its  government,
solidarity messages
oured. in to the con-
ercnce  from  peasants’
Organisations, trade
unionists, and committees
defending democratic

rights,

TV

The PRT's monthlv
television broadcasts call
for such  ‘people 1o
organse, o rely on cheir
own actions rather than
the procedures of a cor-
rupt parliament, and to
link up with the embattled
peoples of Micaragua. El

T P
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rally with Peruvian revolutionary leader Hugo Blance

Salvador and Poland.

. The campaign is hav-
ing a major impact, [ was
fromt page news in most
papers and the left wing
dzily *Uno mas Uno® cur-
ried a two-page spread
about Trotskvism written
by PRT member Octavio
Rodriguez. It is helping to
unite the left. The Red
flags of the PRT mingled
at the meeting with the
vellow flags of the MRP
{Revolutionary Maovement
of the People) and the
ULR (Union of Revolu-
tionary Struggle. )

At Eon{diusl the srrpg-
gle of the Mexican people
15 again being given a
voice, As Hosario promis-
ed :“This campaign will
shake Zapata in his grave.”
Socialist Challenge wishes
it the greatest possible suc-
CBES,

International conference says_‘hands off Grenada’

By Pat Kane in St Georges, Grenada

"THIS conference has injected our people with
a new confidence, a new sense of courage, a
much deeper understanding of what our own
revolution is all about. It has shown us why we
are united in this anti-imperialist struggle, why
we are united to end poverty, oppression, and

exploitation.’

. .This is. how Maurice
Bishop, revolulionary
Grenada’s Prime Minister
described the impact here
of the first International
Conference of Solidarity
with' Grenada. The con-
ference was a huge suc-
cess, with "85 delegations
representing 40 countries
in attendance,

Answer

The conference was
called to answer: the
massive United States pro
paganda campaign aimed
at l&tﬂ&}iug the Grenadian
revolution. It was an op-
portumiy {4} show
delegates the achicvement
of this revolution.

The =~ 1S slander
machine has regularly ai-
tacked  Grenada. The
latest lie comes from the
Coungcil for Inter-
American - Securitv. The
November issue of its in-
fluential journal Hest
Waich claimed that ‘the
Grenadian povernment is
holding 7,000  paolitical
prisoners in work farms,
similar to the ones in
Cuba’,

Political parties and
trade unions from
throughout the East Car-

ribbean, Europe and Latin
America  all  attended,
Black organisations of all

descriptions  were  there
from the LISA.
Dielegates heard

reports. from the variouys
nunistries of the revolo-
tionary FOVernment,
Sclwyn Strachan, Minister
of MNatonal Mobilisation,
pointed out that
‘Grenada is engaged in a
war against corruplion, ar-
rogance, exploitation, the
old colonial and
hureaucratic ugliness, It is
a war against fraud and
authoritarianism. A war to
blast all these ald ine-
qualities our people have
inherited into the debris of
history; in arder 1o win the
victory of completing a
democratic  transforma-
tion of all the processes of
OUT OWnN Couniry.

‘For. this  we are
mobilising in all oor in-
stitutions, as  well as
creating  new. . Organs
through which our new ef-
fervescent blood can flow!”
. These new organisa-
tions include Parish Coun-
cils where local people at-
tend to  decide on  all
aspects of the revolution,
They include new unions,
like the agricultural union
which has recruited over

two  thousand members
since the revolution.

Both the National
Womens Organisation and
the  National Youth
Organisation have had a
spectacular growth over
the last vear. The NWO
aimed for §,000 members
by  Dccember, they've
recruiled 6,467,  The
MYO's target was 7,000 by
their first congress in
December, and  they've
alrcady reached 7,288,

Everywhere, young
and old alike are joining
the Militia to defend the
revolution against possible
imperialist invasion,

The loudesr cheers in
the conferénce were for
revolutionary Cuba,
Micaragua, Vietnam and
the freedom fighters of

Africa. Any arracks on
these countries is viewed
by the people of Grenada
as an atlack on
themselves, In a country
struggling against paverty,
they managed to donate
£30,000 10 SWAPO of
Namihia.

Aid

~Aid for Grenada s
vital. The Labour Party,
the engineering
unionf AUEW), the
sheetmelal workers, and
the journalisis' union all
sent telegrams of suppor
from Britain.

Everything from
school aids o
photographic equipment is
needed here. Just about

s A o
‘Grenadian worke
evervthing you could im-
agine is in short supply, As
the revolution marches
forward, imperialism will
ensure  that  economic
pressure is applied by stop-
ping supplies to the island.

Jeff Meckler and Reba
Hanson, from the San .

@}. =

rs march last May Day

Francisco LIS-Grenada
Friendship Society
brought to Grenada a

complere office system, in-
cluding a  duplicator,
electro-stencil  machine,
paper and ink for a month,
and 50 nurses’ uniforms.
They managed to get it all
on the plang as part of
Socialist Chﬂ"ange

their luggage!

Maurice Bishop closed
the conference by savin
that: ‘“The peaple of Nort
America, and of Europe
are not our cnemies, the
majority of those people

are  our friends. Our
cncmics are the Fascists,
Qur enemy 15 imperialism,’
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By Geoff Bell

EVEN COMPARED to the
other specimens who sit on
the government benchas at
Westminster, Sir Geoffray
Howe is a walking disaster
area.

The very fact that he had to stand
up in the Commons lsst Wednesday
to announce a mini-budget showed
that he got his sums wrong in his main
budget delivered just over six months
AE0. .

Howe didn't admit that last week,
nor did he confess thal once again the
Tory government was announcing a
budget of privilege in which the poor,
the sick and working people would be
made to pav for an economic crisis
not of theirr making.

Sir Geoffrey preferred to disguise
these intentions in parliamentary
language, in ¢vasions and in lies. Soit
is necessary to provide a guide to what
Howe was really saying, and to men-
[lDI‘I_éi few facts which he preferred to
avond,

Who? |,

“The outlook, -in short, is for
gradual recovery’, declared Howe in
his stalement. "Recovery’ far who?

For Howe went on to admir that
pnemployment would continue to
rise, that inflation would not. reach
the single figures by the end of the
year which Thatcher had promised
just six months ago, and that public
sector workers would, if the Tories
had their way, face cuts in real wages
of at least six per cent in the coming
year,

If this is a ‘recovery’, then what

Socialist Challenge 10 December 1981
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exactly is a relapse 7

. Howe then disclosed *Our spen-
ding plans provide broadly for in-
creases of four per cent available"io
the pay of public servants’.

That means a drop in real wages
for low paid public sactor workers.
There are, however, some ‘public ser-
vanls' who have not been so badly
treated by the Tories since Thatcher
came to office, For instance, a cabinel
mumisier received a rise from: June
1980 to June 1981 of 101 per cent
And g munisier of state at that well
known workhouse the House of
Lords did even better. The rise there
in the same pericd was 1638 per cent,

Ministers

~But it's not just government
minsters who are exempt from pay
paolicies in the public sector. The
heads of the nationalised industries
are also doing quite well,

Sir Peter Parker, head of British
Rail, has jusl been given an increase
of 25 per cent, board members in
Rolls Royee have been awarded a 100
per cent increase, while their counter-
partsin the gas, coal and electricity in-
dustries have just received increases
of 4} per cent.

Mext, Sir Geoffrey said: *We hope
to he ahle to maintain activiry on
pitblic housing construction,” The
bad news was. that 1980, the last full
year For which figures are available,
saw fewer hounses being started thanin
any peace-time year singe 1924,

Another promizse made by Howe
was equally shallow, *Our cash provi-
sion will allow continued growth in
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easy mrga.lt cuts

the Mational Health Service', he said.
This announcement came the day
after the (fugrdian reported that the
Tories were ‘preparing to woo public
opinion to agree to the abolition of
the: Mational. Health Service as it
stands today.”

Contrast

The government were reported to
be planning a series of moves to
achicve this. One was to make the pa-
tient pay much more for treatment
and services. On Wednesday, Howe
continued the existing trend in thal
dircction by imcreasing prescription
charges by 30 per cent, minimum den-
tal cﬁa:ges hy over 300 per cent and
charges for spectacles by 80 per cent,

& such rises were awarded by
Howe when it came to student grants,
These are 1o be kept to a [our per cent

B -

A sarvant of the class into
as a public school boy.

rey

T A
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increase, eight cent behind infla-
tien. This will hit working class youth
hardest. Richer families will be able to
‘make up’ the deficit in the form of
parenial contribution to grants.

Mot that all that many people will
have a chance o g0 lo umversity
anyway. The Tories are culling the
places available by 120,000.

Growth

Disregarding such facts, Howe
went on L0 maintain, “We are planning
to spend very substantial extra sums

of ‘money next vear on social
security.,”
That's true enough. But the

reason the Tories are spending more
o social securily iz becanse of the rise
of unemployment. Every uncmploved
person costs £4 380 a year, according
to the latest Treasury figures,

C ) '\-.‘-.:\-.'\-.'.-' ol '\-‘-:\- ‘-.:\-.'.-'.-' s i:\- :- et e -;- :- ‘-.:\-:.-:.-: -: e ;\-.:.-:.-'
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didn't say

That's the price of the Tories’
deliberate wnemployment policies,
Bur rather than try and do something
meaningful 10 cut the number of
jobless, Sir Geoffrey announced that
unemployment benefit will be cut by
two per cent.

And it's not just the out of work
who will be Howe's victims. He an-
nounced higher nationsl insurance
contributions 1o bé paid for by
emplovess, rather than the bosses,
Howe said: ‘Il 13 moreover right that
those in work should shoulder the ad-
ditional costs,’

That might sound fair enough.
Adfter all, the money has (o be found
from somewhere to pay forthe extra
£300,000. Howe will be spending on
unemployiment beneiflts. But what the
Chancellor did not mention is that
there are come who could be classified
as ‘out of work® who are not being
asked to *shoulder additional ‘costs”,

Who these are was. revealed in
figures Tecently issued by the Inland
Revenue. They showed. that for
1978-2, some 75,000 people received
over £1bn a vear from investments:
This unearned income will not be ef-
fected by Sir Geoffrey's budeet, This
is hardly surprising as it 15 a fair bet
that-many of those 75,000 arc among
the Torics” most loval supporters.

Military

Finally, Sir Geoffrey announced,
there will be an increase of £450m in
military spending. This is approx-
imately 1,50 times more than the in-
credse n unemplovment  benéfits,
This money will go on the mounting
cost of the Trident missile (Jatest
cstimate £7bn) and' a salary increase
for members of the armed services
(not restricted to the four per cent
mises of the public sector workers).

Such then was Sir Geolfrey's
message. In TV interviews 1L was
wrapped up in the usual cliches about
the ‘need for sacrifices’ and ‘belt-
tightening’. Bur consider the money
bemng spent on defence, on the untap-
ped £1bn raked off by 75000 in-
vestors, on the Huge increases given to
the mihtary, the'heads of nationalised
indusiry and cabinel minisicrs, and i
becomes obvious the 'sacrihces" are
of a rather selective nature,

And thar might just ksad to some
nasty, nitra-lefr person who doesn’t
believe in parliamentary democracy
suggesting that the best place 1o
tighten a helt is arouind the neck of the
Rt Hon Sir Geoffrey Howe.



By Martin Meteyard

THE TORIES are meeting with stiff
resistance Lo their plan to base four

Trident nuclear submarines at
Coulport in Scotland.
_Widespread oppusition s being

mobilised | by the Scollish Campaign
Against Trident (SCAT) which held itz
cecond conference last Saturday. Among
the actions it plans is a mass demonsira-
tion in Glasgow on Easter Sunday, 10
April.

The Trident project is expected Lo
cost at least £2 billion of our money by
the time it is completed. According Lo the
government it is simply a replacement for
the ouldated Polaris system. In fact it is
much more.

Unlike Polaris, Trident is 2 “first
sirike’ weapon. The latest Mark 1T ver-
sion, which the government is likely 10
opt for, means that each sub would carry
16 D5 missiles, each in turn with 14.n-
dependently Lur gettable warheads.

it could thus hit 224 separate targels,
compared with the 16 for Polaris. Yet the
government claims that this is notan in-
crease in Britain’s nuclear weapons al all,
sinee the number of ‘syslems:. OF sub-

Thomp

marines. will remain the same! Such is
the phoney basizs on which' cold war
s1atistics ure assernbled Lo show a Soviel
advantage in nuclear weapons.

Of course all this is justified in the
name of defending ‘democracy”. But this
argument goes down nene 100 well with
local people wha have seen their demand
for a public inguiry ignored by the
government,

An inguiry ‘would be too long drawn
out’, says the Navy chief at Coulport,
Commodore George Vallings. “We have
got to gel on with Trident.’ Ah ves,
because otherwise our democralic
frecdoms will be threatened by those nas-
1y Russians,

It is now being suggested that the

Jocal authorities in Dumbarton district

and Strathclyde region, who have
already broken off all cooperation with
the project, should organise their own
public inquiry in the Mew Year. Supporl
for this was urged at the SCAT con-
ference by Mational Union of Public
Employees delegate Morman Lockhart,
as a way of getting out the facts about
Trident to the widest possible audience in

mi

e

the butlg-up to the Easter demo.

Lockhart also proposed that SCAT
consider following this up later in the
vear with a Scollish Assembly against
Trident, which would bring together as
representative as possible a gathering of
the vast opposition which exists to the
government's plans.

Such public campaigning support
was seen as essential for the direct action
that will undoubtedly be needed ta stop
Trident when development of the site
begins.

Organising in the trade unions to
boyeoll all work on the project will be
the key to this. Rells-Royee shop sreward
Fred Parry announced that a special
trade union conference against Trident
will be held in February as a first step in
mobilising labour movement support for
the campaign.

The Tories have a fight on their hands
over Trident. Its only justification is 1o
hack up Reagan in rasing the nuclear
stakes and bringing worldwide destruc-
lion mearer. And that is something in

which the working people of Scotland
have no interest whalsoever.

Further details of the campaign can

be obrained from SCAT, Ground Floor,
146 Holland Street, Glasgow G2,

son faces zero option

By Brian Heron

ALMOST SINGLEHANDEDLY EP Thompson
alerted Europe to the latest missile nuclear fol-
Iy dreamt up by the Pentagon. In the wake of
his courageous stand huge mass movemaeants
arose which are contesting the latest escala-
tion of the war drive. They have already scored
some impressive successes, The European
movement, togather with the wave of protest
in the USA has thrown Reagan’s regime into

Reagan fall out.

Az the  Geneva
arms talks approached,
important circles of ruling
class  opimion  became
alarmed by the pressurc
which the peace movement
wis putting on_curopean
governmenis, They came
out fur Reagan to offer the
‘zerc option’ — no siting
of Cruise and Pershing in
exhange for withdrawal of
the Soviet 5520s, $54s and
5555,

Thus, it was hoped, the
West would be seen as the
most commitied (o disar-
mament, when the Rus-
gigns  inevitahly rejected
the proposals.

In fact the zero option
is nothing more than a
simple-minded fraud, aim-
od at breaking the momen-
tum of the peace move-
ment. 1t consists of pro-
posing the Russians
dismantle  all  nuclear
weapons aimed at Europe.
In return the US will not
plant Cruise, Pershing on
European soil (Thank you
very muchl).

Arsenal

While the zero option
is 1o he ruthlessly arplicd
1o Russia, it is more iiberal
in its effects on the West’s
European . arsenal. This
arsenal includes nuclear
ehmarines, hombers and
missiles already stationed
in Western Europe, and
would remain untouched
by Reagan's proposal.
Thus the proposal
SMOUNTS Lo massive
puclear supericrity  for
NATO in Burope.

1n the event, the Euro-
pE‘ﬂ!’I PEact movement
generally . came out with
flying colours. Leaders of
the movement in Germany
and CND in Britain af-
tacked Reagan's humbug.

confusion. According to US commentators,
+he ‘air in Washington is full of the sound of
falling bricks’. as Haig. Weinberger and

I Britain the Tories werd
naturally quick o
welcome  Reagan's pro-
posal. John Nott, Britain's
Secretary of Defence said
“Within  minutes of the
President’s  speech  we
heard: ., the ‘applause we
would expect.’

Historic
Apologisis from
MATO fell over
thi.'lln:"E!'-'es to  welcome
“this historic

breakthrough™. These in
cluded the old man of
peace  himself:  Michael
Fool, who saw his and
Healey's visit to Moscow,
as having played a decisive
role in this picce of history
making.

Foot became quite
kreathless in his praise of
Reapan, Would it be
unkind o sugges| that his
sights were sel On watering
down demands in his own
Party for unilteral disar-
mament?

In a curious and tetchy
piece in the Guardian of
November 30, EP Thomp-
son replied 1o reports that
he opposed the Reagan
proposal. ‘“The response of
the peace movemenl [0
such a change in tone from
President Beagan must be
positive; we must hold o
our own unilateral posi-
tions, but we musl say
‘yes' 10 negotiations: “Yes
but more."

Analysis
Mowhere in his lengthy
article is there any analysis
of the Reagan proposal or
tlie role of arms reduction
negotiations. He poinls
out the possible effeets of
the propaganda war now
heing conducted by the US
and the USSR as dividing

the movement against the
missiles 1nto two counter-
posed camps, defending
gither the East or the West.

Burt he does not see the
real and dangerous divi-
gion of the movement, ex-
emplified by the antics of
Foot, between those who
would place their faith in
multilateralism and inter-
national negotiations, and
those who see the need to
fight their governments (o
a standstill and force them
Lo discuss.

It is the attempt (O
dissolve unilateralism into
multilateralism that is the
main danger 1o the move-
ment. What is the rizk that
the peace movement might
be ideologically divided
“hetween the USSR and
the USA?" This is highly
unlikely.

Crisis

The movement against
the missiles is a resull of a
crisis of credibility in both
camps, but also a relatively
clear understanding that it
is NATO and the Wesl
which is fuelling the war
drive,

When Thompson says
4f there are enough
nuclear weapons now in
Europe to destroy the con-
timent 30 rimes over, what
does it martrer if one side
can do it 14 times and the
other 167" he confuses the
issues. The fact that both
sides are engaged in com-
petition does not tell you
what lies hehind the con-
Lesk.

The peace movement
in guite right 1o ask the
hisrorical question “what
fuels this deadly race?’
Knowing who are the ag-
ZICsE005, and their
motives, tells us who is the
main enemy, the target for
Qur actions.

Tracks

Thompson, on the
other hand, proposes a
twio pronged strategy, Bas-
ed on the ‘fact’ thatr both
sides could blow us all to
kingdom come, he pro-
poses unilateralism...and
mulrilateralism! *One
track: we push the nuclear
pOWers... L0 TEVETsE the
arms drive, 1o negoliate,
to reach reciprocal

Socialist Challenge

agreements... Bul our se
cond track remain
unilateral.’

MNebody in their righ
mind can have a principle:
ohjection o nedgunatmn
per se. But to adopt ther
as half our srrategy fC
disarmament would
equally  foolish. Ever
charleton and war Mmongt
and every specious wing
bag in the world - - fron
the United Nation
through to Thatcher an
Reagan,  through |
Michael Foot and ti
world Disarmament Car
paign all recommend 1
same approach.

SALT

In some cases this ci
be put down lo naivel
But in more thought!
circles disarmame
negotiations are a usel
means of hoodwinking 1
mass movements,

Thus the much hera
ed ‘SALT' negotiatic
were calmly <conducl
and announced (o 1
world as a breakthrougk
arms’ contral, just as |
US had devu{oped
technology necessary
put many war heads o
simple missile. Stocks
rmissiles were 10 be limi
— bul the number of
heads was not discusse

Hope

In Britain, as in ot
countrics, many seci
of the anti-missile mc
ment have learnt Lthro
bilter  expericnce
dangerous role of inte
tional arms negotiation

Thompsen huas fo
himself on the extr
right of the movement
he did 50 much to ins
Many times in the pas
have discovered
today's leaders are in

uate to lomorrow's 12

‘e hope, as the
periences of our m
ment develop that
Thompson, and all 1
whose views he repres
will come with us in
compromisingly  figl
for unilater cliza
ment, without in the
creating illusions tha
can place any hop
negoliations.
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The spy

who came in
from the cold

THE ARTICLE by Mary Jacobs ‘Sid Weighell
sends in his spy’ (18 November) indicates to me
that Miss Jacobs has a very vivid and inventive
imagination. The article reads more like a
scenario for an E. Litvinov trilogy than an ac-
count of what actually happened.

Lam sure that Miss Jacohs
is a very nice persan buf she
should keep a tight hold on
veragity befare going  into
print. It iz true that | called
one lunch time ot the
bookshop in Upper Street for
back copies of your paper,
which I had been told eantain-
ed references to the National
Union of Railweymen. but it
Was not true that | was zent hy
Mr Weighell.

It 15 also true that T later
telephoned asking for 2 copy
of the ‘Rank & File' leafler 1o
which reference had  been
made in one of those articles
as [ was interested 1o read it
for myself.

I-did not merely ofaim 10
be a member of the Mational
Union b Railwaymen work-
ing in London, as It is a siate-
ment of fact: 1 have worked

" for and beén 2 member of the
MUE for around forty years.

There was no reluctance
on omy part o answer Miss
Jacohs® questions, but being
modest 1 merely questioned
the relevance of those gues-
thons o my request (which
arose from my own genuine
interesl), which could have

n answered by a simple
Yes or No.

Al no time did [ actempt 1o
hide my identity and aithough
Miss Jacobs justified her
questions hy calling herself an
investigative journalist, when
I told her | worked at Linity
House i was she wha put the

phene down, not 1. | made the
comment tea colleague: *So
much far investigative jour-
nalism".

When | phoned again the
following day. it was Miss
Jacob's turn o be cov about
her identity. 1 am only sorry
she would not Jer me have &
copy of the Teafle: — perhaps
it exists only in her Imagina-
tion.

The statement that 1 said
Mr Weighell might be in-
terested in taking some action
4gainst your paper is a further
misrepresentation: what T ae-
tuatlly said was that if I werein
Mr  Weighell's position 1
would be seeking I:::gal advice
about the article; but, as | had
already expluined 10 Miss
Jacabs, Mr, Weighell had not
at that time seen the arljcle
and [ could not speak for him,

I note thar Miss. Tacobs
considers that buying a copy
of the Socialist” Challenge
wartld be demeaning “for the
likes of me’; does she think
the same about your ather
readers?

A C DUDLEY
Organization & Office
Services Departmeant,
NUR

Mr Dudiey at no time admic-
fed that ke worked ar Unity
House.  Socialist Challenge
Sowund thar aur after the firs
phone call fram him by our
‘investigative' journalitm —
Mary Jacobs

First steps of

Letters
Letter:

second wave

National
nionof

ailwaymen

INCORPORATING THE NATIONAL UNION
OF ROAD TRANSPORT OPERATIVES

STEVE LONGMAN (18 Nov)
makes a false assessment of this
year's CND Conference. Rather
than a ‘faltering step’, the con-
ference represented ‘the first
steps of the second wave of
cCND.”

The confersnce revealed thar the
lessons of being active in a mass move-
ment over the last year are being learned.
The second wave jy heginning to break
Jrom ihose who represent the mistakes
rmade by the first wave of CNE fn the
f960s,

The Communist Barty represented
ume Wing at the conference with their
strategy af building a liberal cross-class
atliance, their refuctance to confront the
Tary government hy focussing on mass
actions, and their adaptaiion o

multilateralisim and the Labour Pariy
and TUC leadership.

The thirty or so Socialist Challenpe
SUARariers mosi clearly represented the
oiher wing, This wing was committed to
mgss geiions, e building of a brogd
HOverTent by exterding the COMPaig in-
to the labawr movement and GrEing 1o
the most active lgyers, paticutariv the
youlh,

This was most clear in the discussion
af the resalurion from Greater Man-
chester OND, which called Jor the focus
for 1982 (o be an internationaliy co-
ordinaled day of action against Cruive,
Pershing and the Neutron bomitr, with
s demonsirarions IhraneRans
Europe. Reagan and the US war drive
has been clearly set hack by the mase
demonsiralions of the last fwo months,

In arder to carry on the first steps of the
second wave we negd (o build on these
siecesses — 983 s looming closer,
ft is this question of Socussing on
mass actions, of internationalising the
campaien that makes most clear the need
o exiend the movemen! into mabilising
the massive strength of the laboir moves
ment gnd beginning o organise the
Yourh as’ the larpest laver of aciivicts
through building o miass vourh CND,
This year 's CND conference began o
move in . that direction.  Soclalist
Challenge and its supporters haove a g
responsibility in kelping it continge,
I hope thar the letiers page can be
opened up for o discussion ghout the
CND canference and the tasks for 1982,

DICK WITHECOMBE,

Oldham West CLP and
Oldham CND

IN YOUR raport of the CND
confarance (18 November],
your description of John
Cox

CND conference and the Communist Party

party interests hefore CND
ones. Indeed the converse ix
nearer the case: he has made
enemnes in the CP by suppor-

(the defeated can- o CND's  interesis

I' can't speak for carlier
days but, 1o the best of my
knowledpe, in the time [ have
been on National Council
or (since 1976), the CFP have

difficult because both she and
John Cox are capable people,
highly regarded in the cam-
pEIgR,

‘new face’ ruther than a vote
Apainst 8 communist apparat-
¢hik.

Incidently, contrary 1o
your report | did not speak in
the debate on andnternationa)
day of action. The two Na-

didata for chairpersan) as a
‘vateran Communist Party
"peace” campaignes, and
suggestion that Joan Rud-
dock's wvictory roflected
‘the decline in the grip of
tha CP on the apparatus of
the movement are neither
fair to John Cox nor ac-
curate about CND.

Jahm is ne bogus ‘peace’
campaigner who wonld put

Sociallst Challenge
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policies where there has been
#-conflict,

As for the ‘grip of the CP
on the apparatus’, this iz
easicr 1o allege  thin o
substantiate, as varions right
wing organisations  have
found when they have ar-
tempied 1o mount a smear
CAMpAien,
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never had a majority of either
Council or staff.” Further
more, CND. has' been
relreshingly free of the sec-
terian, manipulative politics
where arotps compete to seize
control of the arganisation,

S0 why is Joan Ruddock
chairperson? Many dcltgmcs
must have found: the chaice

There was an  and-
communist  clement ar the
cenference, which the SWP
bore the brunt of: had there
been any candidate claiming
IMG membership, 1 suspect
that these tao would have
done poorfy. The ‘main
reasons for Josn Ruddock’s
Suioess were prabably a vore
i favour of a womun and a

tional Council members wha
spoke against the proposal
were. Dan Smith and M
Berestord and, as [ar aso%
know, I am peither of these
people.

Just for the record, |1
didn’t agree with them either.

ALASDAIR BEAL
Leeds CND

Women in the
front line

ELAINE CROSS from the Laurence Scott
strike committee in Manchester and
JOAN TAYLOR, another Scott’s worker
talked to Socialist Challenge recently
about the role of women in the dispute
and why they would support a Woman's
Right to Work demonstration.

ELAINE: Thereare about 35 women in the dispule
and all of them have played an exceplional role,
On the pickets they alwavs do their full six hours
— no nipping of to the puh!

IFit’s on a Sunday they cook the dinner before
they come oul. If they don't have time and the
husbands can’t da it themselves — then they have
to wait. Thev'll never miss a shift.

Women are slow at coming forward byt when
they're in the front line they're in.

And we've had to tell the men a few things. On
the very first day we starled — they thought T was
just there for brewing up. So, at first. 1 did it. And
then I blew up.

I said, *Men have been on the moon and they
can't even make themselves a cup of tea!® Now
thiey do it all the time! Afier that they were fine.

AT first, as well, they never asked me to 2000
delegations n after [ took it up they were OK.

In fact they recognise the role of the WOTHIEN
now. When the stewards go and speak they always
pointout what the women are doing in the dispute.
You never hear our lads talking about the men in
the LSE dispute like some people do — our lads
wonldn't dare do that.

My union, TASS, are always boasting what
they do for women. But there's thres TASS
women in this dispute and we've heard nothing
from our offictals. We've got to fight Bovd and
Duffy to achieve anything.

I think women have as much right toa job asa
man, It's no good saving women should stay at
home and look after the kids — men have gol kids
as well — we don’t go our and buy them in a super
market! ;

I think the Woman’s Right to Work march is
impartant (o point this out.

JOAN: These days there's so imany women bring-
ing up families on their own oo and anyway — |
think that if a woman wants 16'2o oul Lo work she
should have the choice.

I'm divorced — but 1've never wanted to slop
at home. | want something to kéep my mind ac-
Live.

When they say women should stay al home,
they only mean working class women — it's a pily-
Maggie Thatcher doesn’t stay at home hersel[!

ELAINE: Maggie Thatcher’s not o woman, she's g
robot — vou can’t blamie women for what she
does,

The Festival for Women's Rights against Tory
Attaeks, held carlier this year, called wupon the
Labour Party and the TUC 1o organise @
demansiration on g Woman's Right o Work,

The Labour Party has responded with the deci-
SIO8 t0 organise a festival on 3 June 1952, The Ae
ton Commiities which wey Jormed ground the
origingl proposal intends to keep up the pressure
Sor @ demonstration.

Qver the rext months, Sociglic Challenge will
flave o re'gufﬂ"f colurnn witl Rews, views, facts aned
debaie ahour A Woman's Right ta Work.



One week inthe
propaganaa war

By Liz Curtis

THE RECENT hunger strike,
and particularly the death of
Bobby Sands MP, generated a
massive amount of media
coverage. For years people ac-
tive in support of lIrish
freedom had complained of
the almost total lack of
coverage: now, suddenly. it
came in a tidal wave. The
sheer guantity perhaps
disarmed many of the critics.
But what of the guality of the
coverage?

Like a lot of other peoplc, [ spent
much of the hunger strike with my
ears glued to Londen's commercial
‘gl news” radio station, LBC. Recent-
Iy I listened toa tape, made by the
local Radio Warkshop, of all LBC’s
coverage of Bobby Sands' hunger

strike during the week of 25 April to 3
May,  wnmediately  preceding  his

death,

The quality of this coverage, with
its consistent bias a bias shared
with wirmally all the mass media —
goes some way towards explaining
why the British public, unlike the test
of the world, remained so adamantly
unsympathetic to the hunger strikers’
cause.

LBC has what amounis to an
obsession with ‘what is happening’.
Virmally all of the coverage consisted
of @ rommentary on immediate events
— a bit like the way horse races are
reporied — spiced with speculation
about what mught happen in the next
day or two.

The concept of years — rather
than days — as meaningful units of
time appeared [oreign to LBC, Events
were presented like “happenings’ —
instant, wnrelated, without hisiory.
At no point during the entire week did
LBC examine the hackground 1o the
hunger strike, which of course stret-
ched back into the early seventics.

Mor did they look ar the various
alternative courses of action open to
the government, or consider the ef-
fects that Bobby Sands” death might
have on political developments in the
future.

The reporting centred on Bobby
Sands’ steadily worsening condition,
on statements  from  British  and
Unionist politicians, and on an inter-
minable commentary on  the
movements of the Pope's envoy,
Father Magece, who visited Bobby
Sands that week.

But evén the reporting of im-
mediate  evenls was  inadequate.
Several evenls were never mentioned.
While an LBC reporter did attend the
funeral of an RUC man killed by the
Irish Mational Liberation Army, there
wag no reference at all to the funeral
of 15 year old Paul Whitters —
attended by some 1000 people
who had been killed by a plastic bullel
fired by the RUC.

LBC never mentioned the protests
in supporl of the hunger sirikers in the
South of Ireland, and ignored the
calls by numerous international
figures for the government to change
its stance; that week these included 60

members of the Partuguese Parlia-
ment, the Socialist Group in the Euro-
pean Parliament, French Communist
Party leader Georges Marchais and
Indian Prime Minister Indira Gandhi.
Instead, the imterndtional concern
was brushed aside with the recurring
phrase, the ‘IRA propaganda war’,

The speculation — a word thal
was used several times — was mainly
about the possiblity of large scale
violence. Some of it was based on
hlack propaganda: LBC, along with
most of the media, swallowed whole
the statement by Morthern Ireland
Secretary Humphrey Atkins that the
IRA was planning to burn the na-
tionalist Short Strand  district of
Belfast and blame it on the Lovalisis.
‘1. think that most of the morning
papers in London have gone on this
stary,’ said the LBC reporter. Both
The Times and Guardion reporters
later cast doubt on ir.

LBC’s bias was very evident when
it came to interviews, Of the eight in
rerviews done in the North of Ireland,
only one was with a person who sup-
ported the hunger strikers — this was
Oliver Hughes, brother of hunger

striker Frankie Hughes. There were
three inrerviews with Unionist MPs
(Official Umionist  leader  Jim
Molvneaux, Unionist William Ross
and Demoeratic Unionist leader lan
Paisley).

There was an interview with Andy
Twrie,  leader of the Loyalist
paramilitary Ulster Defence Associa-
tion. Labour’s WNarthern Ireland
spokesperson Don Concannon was
interviewed ar a press conferénce.
There was an almost inzudible inter-
view with two women watching the
funeral of an RUC man. Then there
was an - interview with two  Belfast
Catholic women whose views on the
hunger strike remained undefined.

The interview with Tyrie was
almost ohsequious. It even included
the question. ‘How much do you
think the tension is the result of the
undoubted publicily campaign of the
FProvisionals over the past few
days...?' The inrerview was done in
the LUHELM of the UDA’s mabiliza-
tion of 1,200 men on the streets — vet
the fact thar it is a paramilitary
organisation was never mentioned.

It also apparcnily escaped the

notice of LBC that there have been
many calls — even from ‘respectable’
guarters such as the SDLP — for the
banning of the UDA because of its
suspected involvement in sectarian
dssassinalions,

There were five interviews done in

Britain, plus on¢ parliamentary
broadcast. Two of the interviews —
the briefest — were with people
demonstrating in support of the
prisoners. All the other interviewees,
and the parliamentary speaker, sup-
ported the government's position.

There were also two Interviews
with pro-prisoner activists in. the
UsA. LBC put these firmly in the
context of the ;_ps't:rpaganda war’, the
‘channelling of funds to the IRA’,
and ‘well-organised pro-IRA
elements who are keen to exploit the
present unrest’.

While the British government's
view of the hunger strike, as well as
Lovalist *fears’ and demands for
tighter security, were extensively
reporied, other points of view scarce-
Iy got a look in.

By this time — the last week of

Bobby Sands’ hunger strike — it was
widely acknowledged that almost the

whole of the nationalist communityin
the North belisved that the govern-
ment should concede 1o the prisoners.
Yet the LBC lisiener would never
have known it. Even the views of the
SDLP  and  leading  Catholic
clergvmen went unmentioned.

he lack of interviews with Provi-
sional Sinn Fein was particularly
striking in view of the fact the LBC
reporter several times says, ‘I've just
been ralking 1o Provisional Sinn Fein
and they sav...”, or ‘Provisional Sinn
Fein says...' Clearly there was no
practical problem about seeing them.

LBC along with most of the
media, generally referred to Bobby
Sands as *IRA hunger striker Bobby
Sands’: the fact that he was an MP
was usually disregarded, and with it
the ﬂlgﬂﬂ"\,‘i]‘lcc of his position and
the popular support for him.

We were several fimes informed
that hie was on a ‘self-imposed fast" or
invelved in“self-imposed starvation®,
a device that - preventcd any
understanding of the issues underly-
ing the hunger sirike,

A constant theme of the-reporting
was the supposed “TRA pmpaganda
war', This phraze, or variations on it,
occurred in half of the week's
bulletinz, . Descriptions of Bobby
Sands’ condition were usually accom-
panied by & comment {rom the
reporter siressing that they came from
Provisional Sinn  Fein, who were
engaped in a ‘propaganda war’; The
clear implication was that they were
not to be trusted.

In contract, the statements of the
government, the Unionists and the
UDA were nol described as being part
of a *propaganda war'. This implied
that they, unlike the Republicans,
were to be taken seriously,

LBC's reporters, like the rest of
the. British media, never once
challenged the concept of the ‘IRA
propaganda war’. They never describ-
ed the much-vaunted ‘IRA propagan-
da machine' nor compared il with its
British counterparts,

Perhaps the only reporters to at-
tempt such deseription was Meil
Hickey of the American paper TV
Guide, who told how Sinn Fein Press
Officer Richard MecAuley ‘labours
daily, with orher vaolunteers, in a
dingy, bharricaded building on the
decayed Falls Road... “Do you know
the sum total of the  famous
Republican propaganda machine that
everyone talks about?" He paused,
and tapped his chest. “I'm it..."”

The concept of the ‘IRA pro-
paganda war' was never recognised
for what it was: a Eritish propaganda
device, designed to  dizcredit and
minimise the widespread support for
the hunger strikers in the nationalist
commumnity and internationally.

If this ons week’s coverage was
anything to go by, one might
reasonably conclude that LBC was
itself a participant in the ‘propaganda
war’ — on the British government’s
side.

The Local Radio Workshop taped the
rotal output of the London local radio
stations in the week 27 April to 3 May.
The material described above 5 a

small part of this. The Workshop will

be publishing @ report in the New
Yeor.
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Four weeks on strike for an
extra hour on nights’

TREVOR STACEY is a
TGWU shop steward at
Longbridge who was on
the picket lines for four
weeks. As he left last
Friday’s three-hour long
meeting that voted by a
margin of 46 to return to
work, he spoke to
Socialist Challenge:

hour. They've offered us an extra £3.7%
farit. We'll be the first shift hit by this
extra hour. Our blokes aren’t going 1o
accept il. And as for those scabs that
crossed the picket lines. When we
branch them I'm going o recommend
that their union cards are laken away
from them,

“The strike showed our members
that if you stick it oul you can fight
dictators like Edwardes, The company
thought they would try a new tactic last
Monday by going over the heads of the
shop stewards and the officials Lo try
and break the dispuie. When the gates
were opened only 30 men turned up to
work on the tracks.

‘I think ALIEW officials had a hand
in this betraval. The 38-hour week was
supposed 1o take people off the dole —
thus kind of deal will never cut the dole
gquenes, I've never had o many blokes
who want to leave the AUEW and join
the TGWTLJ.

‘Even if we pot turned over, this
strike shows we're not prepared 10 lel
this South African dictator dig our

‘They voted 750 against a return o
work and 796 for a return o work. It's
the closest vole ['ve ever come acrass.
When the vote was taken it was those
on permanent davs, from . the sab-
assembly plant, the stores and the sew-
ing room who were voling for the night
shift to be increased by an extra hour,

‘That's why the vote was so stormy.
It’s ridiculous, we've been our for.a
month and we've gof to'go back for an
extra hour on nights!

‘Us on the lracks, we're not

Longbridge
ell-out:new

leadership
needet

By a Longbridge shop steward

BY A narrow majority BL workers at
Longbridge voted on Friday 4 December to end  ficial picket line. Contrary
the strike over rest allowances. Qur ownworks ﬂ;'f' "rﬂ*‘?ﬂggl t”!i'j‘“
committee and union officials had snatched :gﬁrn?ngom work SJ,;E;T ;
away the chance of our first victory owver derisory number of scabs
Michael Edwardes in four years of bitter strug-  broke the picket line.
gle. They cobbled together a so-called ‘com-

promise settiement’ which is pretty unique

prepared to work the extra hour, We've  graves for usand Kick vs in them, Treval Stacay aftar last
had a 38-hour agreement on nights When it comes to 7.15 0 our night weelk's mass meseting at
since 1958 and now they want an extra shift we will not 'work the extra hour.” Longbridge

T
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the workers across the of-

In fact the picketing

even by the standards of previous BL sell-outs, Wa% S0 effective that  AUEW, Henderson of the  us as a victory over Ed-  older and nentrack  that Edwardes can be
We Ee:re in the fourth ai;ﬂier management resorted L0 cheermetal workers, and  wardes was just too much,  workers, beaten. That fight will
week of our strike against 2 digging  up the old Barkerofthe TGWU. For Track workers in par- The recommendation need to be carried through

Edwardes' allempls io
finance the 39%-hour week
through cuts in our rest
allowance,

We were - in the-strongest

Just as the myth of Ed-
wardes' invincibility was
crumbling, in came BL's
seventh  cavalry in  the
shape of the works com-
mittee ‘and the- union of-

transportation tunnels bet-
ween the plants to avaoid
the picket lines! The
pickets were slowly bring-
ing Longbridge to a com-

marginal increases in pay
we were 1o have ten and
a half per cent rest
allowances time, and one
hour exfra to work on the

ticular were angered-to a
point of fury and disgust.

Virtually all the shop
stewards recommended a
rejection of the deal which

was carried by just forty
odd votes from a mass
meeting of 1,500 people.
There was uproar after the
vote. This was followed on

to the works committes

_and thedocal #nd national
feaderhsips. - The-

union
TGWLU Broad Left in
region five should lead this

i b plete halt, which threatén-  nighr shift, the works committes had  Monday mormng by a fight.

Ei?msc:é'?'?e t?agﬁzélﬁﬂ::i‘:aggﬁ mmEI;}nﬂ i the week ©9 to involve the Cowley gThiS ‘deal” was ot even had the guts o three 'E:;J.‘rur dis E!.r: Ev:r When  Jack Adams
venor Derek ‘Red Robbo®  Mass  Evans, general ' Workers in the dispute  unbelievable. We had  take (o astewards meeting  those who had scabbed  claims that militant action
Rohinsan: supplies of the  secretary of the TGWL * within days. mandated the works com- before the hastily conven-  during the strike. is not encugh, we will rep-
Metro were grinding 10 a  met Edwardes and am. ~0 much for the works — mittee todefend twelveper  od mass meeting last Fri- The  joint  shop Iy that it should be linked
halt, as were the enginés  nounced the idea of a four l:ommttteehs. : assur_aga]?e:i cent  allowances  as gy, stewards and more than [0 socialist solutions to the
for the Cowley plant, week “cooling-off* period. thal thelr skillu sacrosanct’, and we'd Jack Adams, the con-  seven hundred workers Tory crisis and to the fight

thanks te the picketing of
the East Longbridge works
which had begun five days

And management attem
ted to ‘throw. open the
gates' 1o try and stampede
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negotiating would do the
jab better than picketing!

The works commitlee
finally cooked up a deal
with tocal union
[ullimers: Beadaws of the

argued that our forty per
cent increase in productivi-
ty over the last two years
had more than paid for the
3%-hour week.

_ But For the works com-
mittee 1o (ry to sell this (o

venor, the works commit-
tee, and the union of-
ficials, all made speeches
to back their unanimous
recommendation for ac-
ceptance, appealing 10
theconservarism: of the

.
i

have received a lesson in
leadership that they will
never forget. The fight is
now on to build a new
leadership in the plant

from stewards who wanted
o fight on and who realise

sy et
b1

to build a campaigning
stewards movement,
That's the way to harness
the strength of the work-
ing class to get rid of the
Tories and Michael Ed-
wardes onee and for all.
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