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COFFINS
PREPARED

By our railway correspondent

A corner of the curtain has been raised
on the lunatic lengths which Thatcher is
prepared to go over the war in the
Malvinas/Falklands by certain moves
now being taken in the railways.

In London, the Bounds Green carriage depot
has been asked to put itself on a slate of readiness,
It is geared to converting mark 2 sleeping carriages
into hospital trains within 60 hours.

In the Southern region, evidence has come to
light that preparations are underway to transport
large quantitics of coffins to South of England

orls.

= There also seems 1o have been certain maoves (o
prepare for conscription of certain BR personnel.
There's a circular in existence asking for the listing
of non-essential personnel — with particular em-
phasis on skilled trades. Traditionally BR
employees have becn used for their mainienance
skills i all three services.

All army reserves have received telegrams Lo
report for duty and Roval Mavy reserve members
have been called up.

Unamployad and strikars 10p

 Editorial

AS WE go to prass, Britain was clesing in on
the Malvinas/Falklands. A full scale invasion
simply awaits the engineering of the break-
down in negotiations at the United Nations,

Thatcher will do everything to avoid a
negotiated settlement. It is a scandal that the
Argentinians should be asked to make any
congessions. The Malvinas are Argentina’s.
¥Yat, Tory policy throughout has systematical-
ly pitched for a crushing Argentine defaat.

The islands are now being systamatically
bombarded from British ships a mara 10 milas
off the coast. Commande units are already on
the islands blowing up communications
equipment, attacking qun emplacements and
destroying sentry posts. This constitutes an
invasion.

Britain has ne right to these islands and must
be forced to withdraw forthwith,

- FIGHT
THATIIHEH -

NOT Anuennm

STOP THE WAR
WITHDRAW THE FLEET

B
:.‘:l" "-l.ri-"

thls Sunday

Assemble Tower Hill 2.30

March down Fleet St
Called by Falklands ad hoc committee

The local election results are a damning in-
dictment of Michael Foot's laadership of the
Labour Party. Tha argumeant that the war
should ba backed to win votes has proven to
ba completa hog-wash. Blood is just as much
on Foot's hands as Thatcher's. Itis this British
and Argentinian workers’ blood which has
transfused now life into this decrepit govern-
meant.

There are good grounds for thinking thata
decisive lead will find a deep response. The
sewer press has chosen to highlight the 70 par
cent of people that would support an invasion
of the Malvinas/Falklands. They fail to point
out the much mora significant figure of only
just cver a half [55 per cent) waould support
such action if there is loss of British life. And
if pigs had wings, they could fly!

In the event of such deaths — which there
will be — Labour could win a decisive majori-
ty if it put the fight against Thatcher at the
centre of it attentions.

Foot has presented his support for That-
cher’s war as a means of helping Argentinian
workers overthrow Galtieri’s junta. This is ut-
ter hypocrisy.

Real support te Argentinian workers
means
®Hand back the lzlands — something
demanded by Argantinian workars as well as
Galtieri. .
® Hand ovar all British assets — plundered
from tha sweat of Argentinian workers,

@ Cancel all Argentinian debts to British

_ﬂ"l" 4.1"‘- -l'_l-"‘
ONsStratie

banks — to stop British bossas spongina off
tha backs of Argentinian workers,

This iz a socialist and internationalisi
policy. Thesza ideas should be drawn
together into a plan and put to a joint meeting
between the TUC. the Labour Igart\r and the
Argentinian trade union federation, the CGT.

This would signel stepping up the war
against Thatcher on all fronts — against Teb-
bit, unemployment and aspecially against her
policy of colonial plundar. For it is in order to
maintain Britain’s pradator role in tha world
that tha working class is facing such a vicious
war on the home front. Tha two things go
together. Thatcher will be overthrown by
defeating her war.

All socialists should put resolutions to
Labour parties and trade unions for:
® An immediate unilatersl ceasefire
® Immediate withdrawal from the Malvinas/
Falklands
® Immediate withdrawel of the fleet
@ | sbour to break from eny support for the
Tories” war

Such resolutions to be linkad with calls to
action to all working peaopis to maobilise
against Thatchar's war through railies,
pickats and demonstrations,

But it also has to be said that Michael Foot
has now squandered any claims to speak on
behalf of British working people. He must be
challenged for the leadership of the Labour
Party and removed,

All out 23 May — make it the big one!
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By Phil Hearse

THE DAJILY
vacillating

a confused and
which generally

reflects the views of the Labour leadership,
launched a vicious attack on the Surmr news-
paper last Saturday. It was replying to the ac-
cusation made by the Sun that the Daily Mir-
ror, the Guardian and Peter Snow of the BBC
were guilty of ‘treason’ for not supporting

Thatcher's
enough.

Said the Mirror: “The
Stem 15 to journalism what
Dr Josef Goebbels was to
truth”, and supgested that
every. copy. of  the “Sun
should carry a govermment
health warning: ‘reading
thiz’' newspaper  may
damege vour mind’.

The editor of the Guar
dign, Peter ifetherington,
said that the CGuardion
would not reply since *Sun
readers don't tend (o see
the (rtiardian and vice ver-
sa",

Whal infumated the
Mirror of course was the
fact that it, together with
the Guardian and the BRC
has sufgurtcd the war ef-
fort, -albeit in the case of
the Mirror and the Guar-
dign with shightly less over-
the-top ‘Muke Buenos
Adres’-srvle  enthusiasm.
The Mirror  staunchly
defended its oW
patriotism. Both papers
supported the sending of
the fleet.

The truth 15, despite
the Sun's ravings, that the
whole of the media, both
T¥ und press, have engag-
ed in an orey of socal
patriatism. As Tony Benn
rightly pointed out, BBC
news bulleting have been
turned into half-hour long
propaganda broadcasis
for the Ministry of
Defence.

war

crusade

enthusiastically

Mo} spokesperson,
the sinister and crespy [an
MacDonald, has  been
turnied into a media cult
figure and given unlimited
bme fo purvey the govern:
ment™s  heavily' censored
accounts- of what is going
on!

Obvious lies have been
taken as good coin — for
example the claim that the
Argentinian patrol  boat
blown out of the water by
Sea King helicoplers with
the loss of 50 lives had
‘opened fire on a heli-
copler’,

If anything, the ITN
news bulletin have been
Even WOrse. Alastair
Burnett, Thatcher sup-
porter, former editor of
the FEronomist and ITN
supremo is given free rein
1o make his own com-
ments at the end of each
cdition of *MNews at Ten'.

But withoul doubt the
crudest and Mmost
demented has been the
Sun. Its reporter on
board HMS Invincible
Tony Snow  wrote U
yours Galticri’ on the side
of a sidewinder missile and
the Sun proudly announc-
ed that il was this missile
which had brought down
an Arpentinian Canberra
bomber.

The Sus’s racism has

Phatao: JOHN HARRIS

- — E

been crudely displayved in
its ‘systematic. use of the
term ‘Arpies” to describe
Argentinian soldiers —
thus “British Warship sunk
by Argies!, “1200 Argies
drown” and =0 on.

When it comes Lo some
‘analvsis® of the war the
Sum ts just as demented:
*Argentina isin the grip of
uncontrollable desires,
fuelled by impossible fan-
Lasgies...".

Unlike of course the
Thatcher govermment,
which as everyone knows
is. perfectly rational in its
belief  that  Britain  is
capable of hanging on to
the Malvinas, ruling the
waves ' and teaching the
‘dagos’ alesson they won't

fnr%ft.

acism intruded mio a
BBC news bulletin which
seriously warned that we
had to take into account
that Argentinians are ‘sort
American

of Latin

SOCIALIST CHALLENSE
IS5 DEDICATED T THE
DESTRUCTION OF ALL
THAT | HOLD DeEpR S

A

EGUE T&
CH m‘n:jﬁ

THAT REMINDEME —
L MUST SEND OFF A

MALVINAS

Lies, hysteria, racism

MIRROR,
newspaper,

The MODs Dalek gives the news

Talians” — and us all right-
thinking o viewers
know, Iralians are ex-
citable, given (0 uncon-
trollable: passions and
regularly throw up postir-
ing dictators.

The whole sickening
business has been given a
filip by Tharcher's stare-
ment in the Commons that
much of the news media
coverage has been ‘deeply
affensive” because
reporters insisied on refer-
ring to British troops as
‘the. British® rather than
‘our troops’, ‘our boys" or
whatever,

Last Monday Francis
Pym also weighed in
againsl the BEC bizarrely
accusing it of bias against
Britain. Tuesday's Daify
Muail published a series
interviews  with  people
who were ‘outraged’ by
the BBC s coverage, They
were & Sl-year-old bank
manager from Aldershol

JOIN THE FIGHT FOR
SOCIALISM

If you would like to be put in touch with
Sumahs_t Challenge supporters in your area or
would like more information fill in the form

below

Name i St soiy el Snas T
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Union/CLP (if any)....

Send to: Socialist ChallengePDBﬂx
B60. London N1 2XP.
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Now bac te trJth-. . .-

(1), a 3-vear-old auditor
from Chatham (I), a
Dh-year-old marketing
IMANAEET from Bill-
ingshurst and a 65-year-
ald charrered accountant
from Richmond Park Sur-
rey, Clearly a cross section
Df;’lthe Britizh people!

The Daily Telegraph
fazr week published an ar-
ticle  explamming  thai
Washinglon was baffled
by bath the Brtish and

Thair morals and ours — look at tha figures and send your
donation to Socialist Challenge now!

ONE IN THREE SAY

NO TO

THATGHER'S

WAR -

Tha wme criva
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ey
Emik

v P
Bades . 3 & band 13

Argentinian  lies about
what was really happening
in the war, Tgese lies are
sysicmatically  conveyed
by ITY, BBC and all the

ress. Never has the power
ol the media to whip up
public opinion been so
clearly demonstrated. Last
sunday's demonstration

got it right by marching to

Socialist Challenge

the BBC.

The left must continue
its own counter-offensive
against the reactionaries in
the media. And most of all
il must redouble its own
efforts to get out the truth.

FUND DRIVE 82

Navar has the need for the revolutionsry press been
more graphically demonstrated. Socislist Challenge
right from the beginning of the Malvinas crisis has
hammered away at the insenity and injustice of the
war hysteria. On this page we show how the popular
press has dealt with the issue. Bur Socialist
Challenge doesn't have Rupert Murdoch’s millions
— in fact we're desparately short of money and lead
@ hand-to-mouth axictence. So if you agree with us
on the Malvinas please ensure that we have the am-
munition to fight back — money to ensure that our
pepar comas out and fights back. If you've been
meaning to send us the odd pound or two, but
Aavan't quite got around to it, then this of all weeks

fs the time to do it.

Qur thanks this week
to:

Swindon £34.00
Brian Slocock 39,00
JA Vandor 5.00
P O Sullivan 4.00
Bath 37.00
Middlesborou 5[; 15.00
Malcolm, Haringey 10,00
Wakeficld A0.00
Brent 100.00
Islington 110.00
D Power 2100
West London 250,00
e e
TOTAL £5586.00
Weekly target  1230.76
Totalso far £3126.00

Total should be £6153.80
Shortfall so far £3027.24



WHO CAN overthrow the junta in Argentina? The
Argentina working class, with a valiant revolu-
tionary tradition, has a better track record than the
British navy. No-ona symbolises this better than
Ernesto 'Che’ Guevara, the best known revolu-

tionary of his time.

Che embodied the achievements of a naw
generation of Latin Amarican fighters. An interna-
tionalist who left his own country to make revolution
in another land, he came to socialism indapandantly
of the ‘official’ communist partias.

Leaving his medical
studies at home he travell-
ed the sub-continent and
saw how American and
British imperialism shaped
and distorted it. Arriving
in Guatemala in 1954 he
wis won to socialism. A
mild reform government
under Jacobo Arbenz was
invaded from Honduras
for offending the mighty
United Fruit Company.

‘The United  Fruit
Company, the Staie
Department and Dulles —
they were in fact one and
the same — unleashed the
dogs of war,” zaid Che.

He made his decision:
‘to become a revolutionary
physician, one¢ must first
of all make a revolution.’
On 2 December 1956 he
landed in Cuba with Fidel
Castro from the tiny boat
Ceranma.

Arbenz  had been
deserted by his own army
and by capitalist politi-
gians. ~ In “the Sierma
Maestra, Che argued that
the revolution should rely
on the poor. To carry out
its promises o them, the
guerrilla  army  should
replace the old, career ar-
my and get rid of the
‘traitors in their midst' —
the Cuban bourgeoisic.

Right

The revolution proved
him right. Castro broke up
the large landholdings and
distributed them; closed
the casinos and brothels;
cut electricity and phone
tariffs in half; halved rents
and made it illegal to own
more than one house.

It was convincing proof
of what revolution could
do. Bul the guerillas
had installed a cabinel of
liberals who now called for
a ‘purge of communists’.
Fidel resigned, and mass
demonstrations forced his
reinstatement -and  the
resignation | of  the
bourgeols prime minisier
Urratia.

Technicians,
sionals and

profes-
small

businesspeople fled, The
USA embargoed Cuban
sugar: Castro nationalized
all 1S assets. Then, on 17
April 1961, two US navy
ships sailed info the Bay of
Pigs with a mercenary task
force of five American
ships, two battleships and
three  freighters  loaded
with tanmks, artillery. and
1500 troops,

But this time there was
no capitalist army 1o
welcome them> The
zuerrillas armed the people
— who drove out the in-
vaders. Che had been pro-
ved right, and- Fidel
declared that Cuba was
now to be a  socialist
republic.

Danger

Che’s originality now
came Lo the fore. The new
republic was under siege.
Blockaded by the UsA, 1t
turned (o the Soviet Unign
to sell sugar and buy oil.
But this brought ancther
danger: that the political
line of the Russian
bureaucracy would suf-

focate and isolate the
revplution.

Che fought the
Kremlin’s influcnce. A

furious polemic was joined
around the developmen:
of the Cuban cconocmy.
Cn one side stood sup-
porters of the ‘sconomic
reforms™ in Russia, like
Foreign Trade Mister
Alberto Mora and Carlos
Rafael Rodriguez, now
Deputy  President. They
called for ‘matetial incen-
tives” to increase produc-
tion.

Guevara — and the
Trotskvist Ernest Mandel,
who joined the debate at
the Cubans' invitation —
said this would create a
new bureaucrazic laver.
Che argued for ‘moral’ in-
centives — pride in the col-
lective achievements of the

revolution. Mo incen rive
should be Jmml.iu:..'cd
which divided worker

from warker or permitted
individual enrichment.

Che’s sistar Calla was held u at Heathrow for five hours as & potential

Ghe Guevara

-Argentina’s

evolutionary

TRy B Alzn Freeman SR

Cuba's backwardness,
it was said, made this a
‘utopian’  project. Che
countercd that the weorld
level of productive forces
was the most decisive fac-

‘undesirable alfien’ when sne came ro Britain to plead for Argantinian

oppositionists,

tar. Cuba should end it=
isolation by extending its
revolution. Its  gains
should be guarded at home
by building a new leader-
ship, formed in direct con-

tact with the masses in the
struggle for production.
From this came Che’s
famous call fer “One,
Two, Many Vietnams'
which led Cuba o launch a

world wide armed struggle
movement in 1966, From
it, oo, grew his concept of
a4 'new ‘man’ cmerging
from the struggle against
underdevelopment.

Mot all Che's ideas
bore fruit. He did not live
to ses the Nicaraguans
transform the Cuban ex-
perience into an insurrec-
tion model of revolurion;
his own hergic attempt to
repeat the Cuban  ex-
penience in Bolivia failed
when the people ignored
his small band, leading to
his capture and death.

He did not see the twin
upsurges of 1968 in France
and Crechoslovakia. He
concentrated on the third
world, and had no strategy
to link up with the working
class srruggle in the urban
centres of the world.

Conflict

Mor did he grasp the
vital importance of an
organised clash of ideas in
a transitional society —
which marked the early

years of the Russian
Revolution.
As Mandel had

pointed out, socialist plan-
ning requires that the peo-
ple confront major
political and economic
decisions in the shape of
alternative  options —
rather than a government
proposal to be accepted or
rejected. Cuban planning
remans plagued by un-
necessary blockages which
the leadership acknow-
ledge, but have so far not
OVEITOME.

Power

More seriously, this
meant that the popular
power which developed in
Cuba was not able (o select
Its rﬁ’[:l]‘l.‘-ﬂtnl'[.atl"-"ﬁ on a
political basis.

., Che's wvision of a
leadership refreshed and
enriched by the world
revolution and the struggle
for production has not vet
been realised despite the
extension of popular
power; the central leader-
ship stil comprises a small

team of the original
leaders of 196l1.
But Che's message

lives in our hearts, as well
as the hearts of the Cuban

people. The  strugple
ggainst  imperialism 1S
worldwide,  With  every

new vwvictory of =zocialist
revolution, the prospect
brightens for a realisation
of his ideals both in Cuba

Invite Argentinian trade unionists to
Britain, say Labour MPs

LEITH MP Ron Brown has written to Len Murray,
sacratary of the British TUC, asking hi m on behalf of
a group of Labour MPs to invite representatives of
the Argentinian trade unions to come to Britain.
Five delegates representing the CGT — the main
trada union federation in Argentina — have been
touring Europe to open a dialogue with thair counter-

parts there,

On 15 April they gave a
press conference in
Brussels at the head-
quarters of the Inlerna-
tional  Confederation of
Free: Trade Unions, ar
which thev issued an ap
peal for discussions with
the British trade ynions
wilth & view Lo resolving the

~conflict in the inlerests of

workers in both counrries.

TUC

The British TUC deny
having been approached
by the CGT, but the CGT
claim that their approach
was  rejecled by TUC
delegates in Brussels and
later at a European frade
union conference m the
Hague.

“We support the claim
of the Argentinian people

te the Malvinas", said
CGT press secretary Ricar-
do Perez, speaking in
Madrid last week, ‘but this
does nol mean we support
the junta now in power’,

"One thing must be
clear’ he said, ‘the COGT
did not come to Europe as
representatives of the jun-
ta’

The junmta offered 1o
fares, they ‘refused and
paid for the wizit them-
selves,

Ferez explained that
his union- had suffered
fierce repression from the
junia: Rejecting a call
from Economy Minister
Aleman for a wage freere
and a ‘war economy’,
Perer ‘asked “how cun
wages be frozen even more

than what we've already
suffered? If this is a war
ceonomy, then we workers
have been under a war
economy for six years.’

Marches on a huge
CGT-organised
demonstration in Buenos
Ajres on Monday 26 April
took up Aleman’s call with
the slogan “Echamos a los
ingleses,  echemos.  al
Aleman’ (We've thrown
out the English, let's
throw out Alemién), “Sup-
port the Malvinas, but not
the dictatorship® was
another popular slogan. In
the last few weeks, ex-
plained Perez, the trade
unions had more [reedom
1o organise than in six
vears of military rule.

Junta

‘People. in  Europe
believed thal by suppor-
ting the claim to the
Malvinas we were suppor-
ting the junta, he said. *We
have never supported il

and in the rest of the
world.
Some European trade

umions have difficultics m
understanding how we can
take thiz position. But the
CGT did not call a truce in
its battle with the junta.
We are not giving it a
blank cheque.’

Eritish workers have
more N vommon  with
Argentinian workers than
with their povernments.
Sovialist Challenge thinks
it is wital that the CGT's
call for a dialogue does not
g0 unanswered.

Plaasa put motions
to your Labour Party
branch and trade union
branch calling on the
TUG and Labour Party
to invite the CGT to
Britain for discussions;
and keep Socialist
Challenge informed of
any motions passed so
that we can forward the
information on to the
CGT and to backbench
MPs who are taking this
issus up.
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REAGAN RAECEPTION COMMITTEE

FILM & PUBLIC MEETING

LET'S STOP
NEUTRON RON

FILM: ElSalvador -
another Vietnam

SPEAKERS: Ken Livingstone
lityd Harrington

Pat Arrowsmith
Speaker from

El Salvador Solidarity Campaign

e TUESDAY 18 MAY 7.30pm

ANSOMN HALL corner of Chichele Rd
and Anson Rd, Cricklewood

ENTRANCE FREE =

Movement

against war

takes off

OVER 100 people with only 5 days

notice packed a2 meeting in Swansea
under the damand of ‘Stop the
war now’,

Plaid Cymru MP Dafydd Ellis Thomas ex-
plainpd: ‘Th.i‘s Tu:rr}' wilr i5 an acl of imperialist ag-
gression, Britain 45 using gunboat diplomacy 1o
hang onto its colonial possessions.”

He went on to denounce the leadership of the
Labour Party for whipping up jingoism and also
for being responsible with the Tories for arms sales
tothe junta. He was particularly critical of the lack
of mitiative by the TUC in responding to the call of
the Argentinian union federation for a meeting fo
work out an independent working class intiative
for resolving the crisis peacefully,

Wayne David, secretary of the Wales Labour
Coordinating Committee also condemned the war
— although he thought thut the United Nations
shiould 1'13501':-& the sovereigniy guestion.

A commuties (0 mobilise against the war was

g2 up with representatives from the CND, LCC
and Plaid Cymru among. others It will hold a
mass leafletting to build for a demonstration Sat
15 May starting 10.30. Demo leaves 1,00 from Cas-
tle Gardens.
The meeting agreed 1o a suggestion from Socialist
Challenge supparters to lobby the Wales Labour
Partv conference due to meet 22 May. The lobby
will demand that the conference takes a pusition
against the war and for a recall of the Meet.

Az with most of the activists now being
organised up and down the country the actions of
the committee will include building Tor the & June
anti-Reagan demonstration called by CTND.

In MANCHESTER Public rally,  Free Trades
Hall, 16 May Bpm.

Main speakers: Judith Harl dnd Colin Barnet,
secretary of North West TUC:

Organized by Creater Manchester Ad Hoe Com-
miftes against the War,

Spomsored by 5 MPs, 12 councils, trade union of-
ficials and Greater Manchesier CNID,

In BIRMINGHAM the Ronald Reagan Ru:._rh jon
Committee has called a demenstration for 1 May

M “alklancs will be s major issne

In SHEFFIELD Rally ‘Stop the War, ‘withdraw
the fleet, raise vour voice lor peace’ Friday 14 May
T.15 AUEW House,

Main speaker: Joan Mavnard MPand Mick
Elliot, CND.
In  LIVERPOOL - Merscyside ‘CHD  trade

union/Labour Parly committee rally “Jobs not
Bombs:' Wednesday 19 May 7.30 ALTEW Hall.
Main speskers: Phil Halr, secretary, Liverpool
POEL and Pat Kane, Socialist Challenge.

In EDI:.\'BI.JRGH ‘Slop the War Committee has
been formed. People from many different
organisations: came togerher to organise o posi-
tion to the milicary action in the South Atlantie,
The Committee aims 1o ensure that the growing
opposition o Thatcher's war is expressed rather
than ignored.

Public meeting Thursday 13 May 7.30pm in Edin-
burgh University. Ron Brown MP and Alex THaod
local Labouor Party councllor, Rev D Forresier,
Professor of Christian Ethics and others will speak
outagainst this war,

O Saturday 22 May at 11.30am a march will leave
Waverley Bridge lor the Caly Cinema,
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Misunderstanding
8 ARTHUR Mowalls” letter

(290 Aprl) cshows & Loral
muunderstandimg  of  the
sitetion i relation o both
Argenting and Britain,

In Brizain the Tories have
not, 4z he su.E etz had a
1::011-:;-. of ‘rapid. decoloniea-
tion" Rather 'h-:\ have heen
Forced 1 I:.-..d.r"ll.hn.!lll‘ inthe face
of  mawive independence

movements

right o

themi.

T-.“h.\ I'Iql'-L HLLI."

cess.of “getting rid o

pire as quickly and ascheanly
AL POSS 1% wimplee
misitey e o of e Tacts

ol e up

R bulbowe  casity®
It wits Lh i long and
blossly stra by ZANL
mnd- LAPL sad the Zimbib-

wein peoples. We should ox-
ploit the situation that That-
cher and her povernment find
themselves in by re-affi
our opposition Lo imperialisi
ealamalism - amd  supporting

Argentina’ss ‘claim 1o the
ielands.
Cndy in this sy can we

hiopre =t feim the
hipsterical nationalizm o -
forned inlernatronuhsm,

I Argenting  tog, ode
Muowal: has the same abstract
:J.rlﬂ:l.}'!ii:. He states the “vig=
tory, for. Galberl: means
sirengthening the junta and
noone clse”and then goes on-
0 .au]; est thar the 1ask force
should be suecezsful in reac-
n.u.[‘.? ng the islands!

1 shouldn®t be forgotten,
hawever, that' Arseniina’s
claim oo the Malvinas poes
further back thon Galtier and
i aerinsue which vnites thie en-
trescountry. A cdefeat  For
Argenting will only lead tooa
lurther sirengihening of the
fasgist junta’s held on the
population.

MARK SMITH
Prastan

als l."‘:Llll

Negotiations now?

I 3EE that Sociahst Challenge
15 supporting the demonstra-
lions called by the 'Peacein
the Falkiands Committes’,
vamust;.r all opponents of
Tharcher's: war-drive should
bz organizing and
demonsirating against British
imperialism's actions in the
South Atlantic, and thar
means working with all those
farces who want to“Stop the
War', which is one of the two
demands being raised by the
Commities,

The Committes also calls
fon “Megolitions Now® which
is i demand secialists shoeid
nol agree with, as we-dp not
conmsider that our ruling class
hasanyright fo-bonegotiating
on the fulure sovercigniy or
status® of the: Malvinas., To
grant  Britwin the right 1o
negotiale means legitimising
thetr righis .over the -islands
which they stele in the last
ceniury,

Let us build the biggest
pozzible opposition to im-
perialism:in the South Atlan-
tic which means that we can-
not- insist  that  we only
demonsicate: and march with
theose who sapport e pro-
gramme . of - revolutionary
Marxasin. Al the same tmes let
s bight made that movement
for the maximum support for
our.  anti-imperialist  pro-
Eramme,

BOB PENNINGTON
Southwark

® Tory support:
skin deep

BEING known-as a CND sup-
porier al wark, peaple who
don’f-knowt oo much™ ahow
e eel the sdea | mist hea
mace frsak’. 1even gol a
Chresdmas Card wal b dove i
i becase simeone thooghn i
Wil SpprOpE e

Ay Wiy v been sk el o
conpleof tres whist 1 wonl
doal T gt -.uII{LI up i
Mostly I thit
wostthdn'

JingoEstic response m ihe e
fories Chiut Uhe Son wants us 1o
believe. When He Sheflieid
PR e e e l|.='|)[:l|q said
e thoughi Tharcher was
|||_;.||'|_| :.{ls,h|r|_1q |’._'||_1.-. H4 b=
wiously wi the Tories zol o
good vote in the local elec-
tiots. But that suppartid enly
skin deep. It s -only there
because ‘there seems to he
mobody saying anvihing elze,
if the anly option & 1o
fight a war against “the
CArpics” the Tores ace the
hesi people o thes ol

ARTHUR
SCARGILL,
PRESIDENT
OF THE
MINERS’
UNION

e knows-about, [
Lubour Party ‘-'-'\\-rll\.llnhd that
the Muelvinas belonged 1o the
Argentinians 'I.II.J c
the withdrawal of 1}
things wauld be differen

AL ED0N. 45 ) start
discussing the: istucs people
agrec. Ilnot for any ather
reason  than  the Sheffields
sinkifp cost 30 lives znd £h
out of e wame picked of
svery Britih worker, 105 @
stupid: g The empire
|'ICII|'LI |1rz\': been hured long
ago. A lor of peoflea:
o l1|‘~|l|1 far

1% Felly

nopart of

Ja mns B
Manchester engineer

@ A dialogue has
begun

[ HAYE never séenasiluation
where peaple are so keen on
the news. In'my rail depat. the
racdio is gom, the time; Bur
the propaganda aboul the war
sametimes has @ different of-

There
been no task foroce sent and

fect i vonr gl

T reaul gy the S

|-H1| '-"(‘Lr Franeis: Pym
was jlstifving - sich massive
forees - do deal  with. the
Falkland crisls. He explained
thiey. o didn’t  then
frar wonld be next,-and
e Earibvhenn, At this
nher of” Wack workers
picked uptherr ears.

“Yes'. said oae,
what it7s all abaoi
Keeping what's Ber i

ohirf
thess” evervwhere in  the
wiarld.®
l-’l.v-pl are . of course
wyed by the |Ingn|-'|1 ¥

vEry Conf l.|~u.*| abwu

e the fad
dander o2

the I\|.|||
'\.n.l I|'|1.

Rose Bennet
Hacknay

should  have

@ Fly-post Socialist
Challenge cover

\ﬂ{ ItrJHL

CHALLENGE
1 Birmingham

cillepes ulh the covers of the

i four issues ol Soctallsr
anie,  This has. made
e dn fmpEer.

Woth Lhe striking slogans
tst the war, many people
stopped w0 read the articles:
Betp il up
Stewart Richardson
Birmingham

® Nothing to do with
Socialism

m IF
rl-.hhln;_. 1040 with socklism:
Your information about the
COGT  proposals: was  par
ticudarhye intéresting.
AUEW Acton

‘BRITAIN has no right to start talking about
sovereignty over islands which are 8000 miles
away. We are being used as cannon fodder in
an international conflict which can only be
resolved by negotiation and diplomacy.

tacking = Arpentinians —
and this sickens me,

it should be recalled. The
matler should be resolved
through the United Na-
tions. We should take ac-
count of what the islanders
wanl and recognize: the
dangers that will arise 1l we

Tragically it may only
come liome  to  people
when thousand of voung
men. are killed. We have
seen the price of British
lmEEfMtlhm over the years.

aught we bad learned
the lessan in the Labour

cOnine with this

and |
capilalist press — who are
beside themselves in ai-

aherred b:.r the

madness, and trade union move-
: : ment.
Fhe  Torles  are I want fo see every
generaling jingoism on an trade union leader come
unprecedented svale, aided  out and condemn  this

Tory madness which could
lead wg into a nuclear
holocansr.”

Labour Herald

Peter Heathfield »

Bernard Connelly

Convenor; South Yorkshire Crafts, BSC

-THATCHER launched this Falkland adventure
in order to get her reputation back here at

home.

| don't think she’'s bsen successful in

this. To trade a modern cruiser like the Shef-
field for an old crater like the Belgrano is not a

good exchange.

Thatcher has launched
thiz as a roadshow — pro-
bably in a conspiracy with
Galtieri, The sinking pro-
bably pot a bit out of
hand., We must recall the
fleet and zel pegotiations
poing otherwise the whole
thing will escalate.

d e Tory - Pay
Political  Broadcast last
week, they claimed thar

waiting Fats for hospitals
had declined. If this is true
it’s because of thousands
dving from hyvpothermia,
and other illncsses ay @
constguence of Tory cuts.

S0 too with  this
Falkland eircus. If it her
answer (o the unemploy-
ment probicm she's onio a
toser, Most ol the kids
joined up either to get a

tradeor get off the dole —
ar both, No-one jomed up
to-get killed.

We have a few lads still
fraining a8 appréolices.
We're: probably the only
people in the whale of
British Steel that still has
them — und we wre
fighling management's at
tempts tochopthem, They
say - there’s: no  money.
Well, Just put up & bt of
the ' cash = from~ this
Falklands adventure.

You've gol a few drm
chair warriors: but most
people see the thing as a
tragedy rather than a call
Lo arms.

General Secretary of the Derbyshire miners
speaks to Socialist Challenge

T AM ‘most concerned about the escalation of
the conflict and fearful that the Tories are seek-

ing a military solution.

Lhave no time atall for
the fascist junta. But it is
evidenthy  wirzpally - im-
passible for Britain to'try
to preserve a e of s
colonial . past, [ am in
Favour of the immedia: |;'
withdrawal of the fleet.
am also in favour of I.]|'-
withdrawal of Arsentinian
froops  and  getting  the
United Nattons to mediate
the problem.

I am: most concerned
about the wishes of ‘the
Falklanders  themsaives.
This s something which
seemis (o have been lost in
all the military activity.

It is’ unfortunate that

many labour feaders have
identifiad with 1he Tories.
Accordingly  many work-
mg pe ':J[:'J-f. are geinng the
WrOnE impression, This s
re-inforced by the torrent
u.I' WArmongering hysreria
from the Tory press —
especially the tabloids. IF
there was a positive lead,
then there would be a
totallyv different atiiiede.
Alllabour movement
organisations should ha
daserling maximum
pressure on the parliamen-
tary Jeadership to demiaid
g pepceiul and socialis
alternative to (e crisis,
This is very important.”

R s e T e B T e e e o iy Oy o T N Sy



=/ APPEAL TO THE RE
CREW OF THES

Interview with the
parentof a soldier

Many of the soldiers and sailors fighting in the
South Atlantic did not join up for that reason.
For many youth, the armed forces seem to be
the onfy alternative to a life on the dole. In de-
nouncing the British war machine, socialists
do not denounce the workers in uniform. Ex-
able seaman Pate Roberts D/099492 relates his
experiences of previous British military action
to the present situation in the South Atlantic.

WHEMN I heard that
the DBritish government
wis sending the navy (o
help  ‘self-determination’
in ihe South Atlantic, it
sounded like a sick joke. It
reminded me of mv own
time as a2 member of Her
Majesty’s forees in the
Caribbean during a verv
different event: when the
islanders of Anguilla stood
out for the right for their
awn administration after
independence. had bheen
granted (o the islands of 5t
Kitts — St MNevis —
Anguilla.

We were on a tour of
“the Caribbean to show the
flag. The federal govern-
ment in St Kitts appealed
i the British government
to intervene (o re-establish
its  presence  after  the
populace of Angulla,
headed by rommnent
fgures on the island, call-
ed for independence.

We were diverted to
Antigua 1o take on sup-
plies and 70 paras to make
up an invasion force. Two
shipe. then  wenl (o
Anguilla and made a dawn
raid on the island, The
leaders of the revolt were
arrested and @ garnson
established: but then sup-
plies could not be landed
because Anguillan aircraft
kepl [lying low over the
landing strip. 5o our job
was 1o ship in supplics

(beer) while rein-
forcements flew in from
Bermuda, in the person of
a squadron of British bab-
bies,

The occupation itself
met little resistance in this
instance. But when I was
On action stations dlﬂ']ll%

ractive, I zot a real fee
or how the sailors must be
experiencing things in the
South Atlantic just now,
This 15 why I felt badly for
the crew when | heard that
the Sheffield had been hit.

On action stations, Yoo
have four hours on, four
hours off; you are confin-
ed very elausirophobically
to the ship, “slesping in
vour clathes all the time,

and you never sée the open,

air.

The press are purting
owver the image of a highly-
trained, highlw-?}ﬁ!led
force but the truth is tha
you  have only  gone
through these  motions
during practices. The reali-
ty is chaos and panic. Only
the officers really  know
what 15 ]guing on and
everyone else is just part of
a machine, going through
the motions mechanically.

Cine of my respon-
sibilities was da.magl.'tc'urh
trol. [ had to stand in an
anti-flash suit with a sort
of white hond and a thing
like 3 miner’s helmet,

p

The Sheffield
shouling imstructions and
information to HQ over a
microphone while the ship
was blacked out and they
decided whether or not Lo
close down wvarious com-
partments in it — even if
there were men in them.
The resull was total
chaos, even in peacetime,
and [ cannot imagine what
it must have been hike out
in  the South Atlantic
where there iz no land to
hr-.‘uklup the weather.
Adter a certain amount
af time, under that sort of
wearher condition, Jlife

S
]

5 3 : ; Wi
s damonstrated in London against Thatchar's war 9 May.

Since the sinking of the Sheffield und the beginning af loss
af lite, apinicn is beginning (o turn against Tharcher, The
papular press and television present the image of parenis,
proud ro_have sons give their lives for this crazy war,
Craham Barneison interviewed G Sutherland, the father
af one of the soldiers poing aur ro the South Atlantic on
board the QE2, who gives a different vipw,
Your son is In the army and being sent to the Falklands?
Yes he is in the Scots Guards. They got seat out on baard the QE2
on Tuesday.

He joined the army after having worked in an electrical firm.
He joined up because thers was nothing doing in civey street, He
yoined the Guards because thar was my regiment.
Is this his firat posting?
Mo he'd two tours in Northern Ireland and just survived that by
kocping his head down. 3
What do you think of the crisis?
The islands have bBelenged ta Britain for 150 years. The Argenti-
nians are wrong — you cin'Lachieve anything by war. But the war
should be stopped now, The only way forward T can see is im-
Erjsqdiatc withdrawal by bath armies and negotiations through the

g IS

The government @ only doing one thing, By sending out
troop. ships— and the QE2 holds o hell of & lotof men — they are
going Ao escalate the crisis into tonal war. We should negotiate for
peage,
Would vour son agres with that?
Lthink so, I've only talked with him over the phone. 1'm & delivery
driver and won't get home till Thursday so that I won't see him
before he finishes his leave.

1 might never see him again. Would vou like to lose a 21 year
ald son?

=TURNING
HEFFIELD’

- —--';5‘5:--—:!'-.
L lnememend

r

and in the conditions in the
South Atlantic they could
have been able to survive
only minuies,

Eighty per cent of the
recruils (o the navy don't
join to take part in battles:
they join for trips round
the world: miners' lads,
unemploved youth goeing
tut becauze: there are no
other prospeets.  Lads
from  places like Corby,
Scotland and  Liverpool
where  unemployment s
mgh would make up a high
proportion of those oot
there,

becomes completely
abominable: water
everywhere, vou can™ put
anything down on a table,
and morale would by now
be at a very, very low ebh.

I felt an  immediate
sympathy with the men in
the Belprano (oo a5 soon
as the news came out. The
submarine's failure 1o stay
around to pick up sur-
Vivors s 8 conlravention
of the United Nations con-
vention. Every sailor feels
an immedigie sympathy
withr other sailors who
have gone into the warter,

National demonstration
called against the war

Three thousand people took to London strests
for the second successive week last Sunday to
hear Tony Benn call for the immediate
withdrawal of the fleet,
Benn exposed the pre-

The General Balgrano

sent ‘phoney war® which
has broken out in the
press. Benn acCused -both
the BBC and ITN of being
‘mouthpicocs of the
Ministry- of Defence’. In
this. context W was  guite
appronriate that the
demonstration went to'the
BBC to-hand manote pro-
resting it's biased repor
rage,

He charged Thatcher’s
ialk of negonations as be-
ing ‘just a smokescreen’

She had been bent on war
from the bepinning and
was determined on a fight
to the finish, said Benn.
Benn claimed that “the
British people support us’,
And  indeed there . i3
evidence (hat support [or
Thatcher’s: war 15 declin-
ing. A poll conducted for
Week-crd World M=
dicated that there had been
a drop from over o0 per
cent o 55 percent of those
who thought loss of life
wils Justified 1o retake the

Resolutions

Liverpool Trades Council calls for ending

sovereignty

WE WOULD like to bring this excellent resolu-
tion to the attention of Socialist Challenge
readers. It was passed by Liverpool Trades

Council on 15 April.

“Thiz Trades Council con
demns the war of the Tory
gavernment  against Argen-
tina — the sailing of the feet
to the Falklands and the sanc-
tons on Argenting — g5 an
mmperighst adventure,

It is an attempt to main-
tain 2 base that was =eized
from Argentina over 150
Years ago.

The policies of thiz war-
government are neither con-
cerned with military repres-
2100 in- Argentina nor with the
interests of - the Falklands
popuiation.

The Trades Council con-
demns the jingoistic support
of imperialism by the Labour
leaders. A victory [or Thal-
cher's government  abroad
\l'!“ ITIEEn II'IE'n':HSL"’.i BEETCS-
sion against the workers at
home,

We therefore demand of
the TUC and the Labour
leaders that they stand by the
principles of sacialist interna-
tionalizm with a policy of:
‘Davwn with the war! Mobilise
the working class to bring
daown the Tory government.

We recognise the
soversignty of Argentina over
the Falkland Islands and call
for the recall of the British
Fleer."

...and in Sheffield

The fallowing emergency mo-
tion was passed by Sheffisld
Trades Council atits meeting
on 27 Apnl.

Sheffield Trades Council con-
demns Argentina’s inasion of
the Falkland lslands and Bri-

lain’s  aack  on South
Georgia.
This Trades Council

recoenises that Britain took
the Falklands by force 149
vears ago and that the LN in
1967 called upan Britain (o
negotiate decolonisation.
Thus, Sheffield Trades Coun-
<il calls upan the Government
to:

@5top ull preparations for
war and withdraw the task
foree.

@ Seck a peaceful settlement
through the LN, under the
terms of Security Council
Resolution 502,

eln any such settlement,
guarantee the safelv of the
seftlers and offer them the
right to return lo Britain with
COmpensalion.

1 just don't think they
should be there. Ewvery
wish of every sailor in that
fleet will be 1o get out;
thereis nothing worse than
being nsed as an agent in a
war where vou have no in-
terest in i1, where the
populace 15 against you,
and where ﬁ'uu are just a
number with no rights, no
control: just a cog in a
machine.

The first time I really
began o look at what we
wire doing politically was
when 1 wenl Lo South
Africa. 1 had a couple of

Malvinas-Falklands. ©Of
coursa the rest of the press
chose 1o highlight the 70
per cent of people thal
supparted the re-taking of
the Islandsif no loss of life
wis involved. And pigs
could flv ™ if ‘they -had
wings!

A forther blow 1o That
cher’s so called principle
of - Britain’s “tlaim (o
sOversignty over - the
Malvinas=Falklands  was
delivered over the
weekend by the Tex-
Argentine Ambaszsadar 1o
London. Eduardo
McLoughlin claimed in an
interview on Irish radio
that Britain negotiated the

L i

black friends on hoard and
when we gol ashore |
wasn't even sure if I could
speak 1o them or be seen
with them. After coming
back from the Caribbean
it just reinforced my im-
pression  thar the white
man's role was that of an
oppressor and was seen b

the locals as a hate§
tyrant.

I would make a per-
sonal appeal to the return-
ing crew of the Shefffeld 1o
think very carcfuliy, as |
have done, about what
they are being used for.

By
Brian
Grogan

ceding of soversignty 1o
Argenting in 1988, Ar-
rangements had reached
stich stage that Lord
Chalfomt was: to have
visiled the Islamds to ex-
plain agreement.

® The ad hoc commit-
tee against the war in
the Falklends has called
& national dermonstra-
tion end majorrally 23
May in London. Assem-
hle Hyde Park Zpm.
March to  rally In
Trafalgar Squere. The
ad. hec committee is
sponsored by  CND,
ninataan national
organisetions end nina-
teen MP%s.

socialist Challanga 13 May 1982 page 5
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| An appeal to

By Alan Fresman

Militant su

EVER SINCE the Labour Party right wing began

their witch-hunt,

Socialist Challenge has

defended Militant's right to exist. organise, sell
and be heard in the Labour Party.

But this doesn’t ah-
solve us, as socialists, from
respending when Mifitant
endangers  workers' in-
terests. :

Militant s conduel -in
the war means that this
right of criticism is now a
dury: for it verges on class
treachery.

Mot once has Milirane
called for the recall of the
fleet or an end to hostilities
by Britain.

To Miliranr and those
in the Young Socialists
who confront its leader-
ship we say: this stand runs
directly contrary to the in-
terests  of  workers in
Argentina, in Britain and
throughout the world, Tt is
the opposite of a class
gtand. It is the c&ppcmL of
g sociphst and interna-
tipnalist position. It plays
directly inta the hands of
the Tories and the nght
wing of the Labour Party.
If adopted by the Labour
Party left it would set back
the cause of socialism in
Britain for a decade.

We call on Milirant
supporters to rejecl s
position, Lo join the prow-
Ing anti-war maovement,
commit the Y5 to join it,
and commii the Labour
Party. and trade unions
likewize

Resign

Militant has a single
answer which it opposes 1o
all others, On 16 April it
explains: ‘Labour must de-
mand the resignation of
the Tories and a General
Election. The election of a
Labour government would
itself be a  tremendous
boost to  the workers’
movement and a siep o
the overthrow of Galtieri.

Beyond the election of
Labour, we are told that a
socialist Labour govern-
ment could freach out to
Argentinian workers and
appeal to them to over-
throw the junia.' The
basis on which il should do
this is the ‘nationalisation
of the 200 monopolies
under workers” control
and management,  the
abolition of the House of
Lords and the Monaschy,
and: the institution of -a
democratic plan of pro-
duciion’,

Mot onca doas A
tant call for an and to
the war. Not even its
socialist progamme for
Lebour includes this da-
mand.

This 15 & socalist
disaster, Foreven if we ac
cept Militant™s own view
of the conflict — as a
struggle belween bwo more
or fess equal powers in
which workers should take
no IS'tdﬁE- — the wvery
mimmum  demand  for
socialist  internationalists
should be that its own

government stop the war.,

How on earth could a

Labour government ap-

to Argentinian
workers whilst prosecuting
a war against them? Even
Lenin and the Bolsheviks,
involved in  an  inter-
imperialist war, proposad
peace as the first action of
& socialist government and
the foundation of an ap-
real to unity with workers
in other lands.

Maoreover, Militanr's
omission of the demand
for an end to the war is not
amistake, a typing error, 2
lapse of memory. Militant
accepls the basis of the
British claim; it accepts
that Britain hag a
legitimate territoriel in-
terest in the South Atlan-
tic, Thisis spelt outinthe 7
May izsue, where Miliran:
— like Socialist Challenge,
but for very different
reasons — rejecis the idea
of a United Nations solu-
tion,

But for Militant the
alternative is not a British
withdrawal. Tt is, as ex-
plained by Ted Grant,
socialist federation of Br-
tain, Argentina and the
Falklands.” On thiz basis,
we are  told, Eritizh
workers can appeal fo
Argentinian worker: for
umity. :

This is a le,

Every: current an the
Argentinian workers
movement has supported
the claim to the slands,
regardless of whether they
support the junta or its ac
tions. .

Mo British government
which  maintains  the
British claim on the islands
can possibly gain a hearing

amongst  Argenlinian
workers, Mo unity  bei-
ween the two working

classes is possible while the
British labour movement
supports the present war,

. Militant 5 position leads
it 10 reject the only road to
socialism in Britain at this
moment: a mass campaign
against the war.

‘Any  other  policy”
than ils own, we are told,
‘like’ appealing  fo?
“peace’ G;'I.T{.-"\' govern-
ment, would be fike asking
the |'-:“'| to le down with
thelamb®,

This 15 & spurious argu-
ment-and Mifiranr Knows
it. When you strike for
hagher wages, vou-don't
expect vour bosses Lo agree
with' vou. When Afilifani
itself built ‘& campaien 1o
demand betier conditions
for YOPs workers, they
did not claim Norman
Tehbit would become the
workers' friend.

Of course . socialists
make ‘demands on the
Torics: because we know
that a mass movement can
force them to concede or

{all from:office.

Free

Maoreover Militant
have forgorten Marx's
own dictum: ‘No nation
that oppresses another can
ever Citself be - free”,

We ask Milftant sup-
porters; do you serious-
ly imagine that vee will
achieve a sogialist
government in Britain
while the present wave
of hysteria goes un-
chacked? Do you
sariously think Thatcher
has been weakensd by
the lack of a fight
against this war? Do

ou sariously think
anis Healey is now in a
worse position inside
the Labour Party than
before? Do you not
understand that only a
huge movemant of pro-
test against the war can
turn the tide against
Thatcher's war
hysteria, and only such
a movement can put the
left in the Labour Pun;v
on the offensive again

Milirant steers within a
hair's breadth of saying it
opposes not the war as
such, but the Tories’ con-

duct of i
It calls on workers to

*place no confidence in the
Tories to fight the junta.’
But what does this mean?
That a socialist government
can be trusted to win the
war? That Ted Grant at
the heim of the Hermer
could send Seadaris at
Galtieri ' instead  of  his
workers in uniform?

This goes bevond
anything Miliranr - have
done - in the past. Not
merely does 1 fail to
Organise  mass action
against the Tories: it pro-
vides a socialist excuse for
what they are doing. This
15 more than a mistake; it is
class treachery.

We call on the Milirant
to step back from this ter-
rible course. We ask it to
re-examine its past tradi-
tion and follow through
the consequences of the
Marxist position on war,

It Enows  what this
position ‘15, for it proodly
featured in the 30 April
tssue; which reprints anar-
ficle from the 1980 May
Dy 1ssue;

‘Principled - opposition
1o the rJIL.rL]L’,_IL.'\
plundering rale.of British
unperialism, ‘a3 precondi

ton for Cany
clalmingd to
hiz been
% dlll.' uaned,” it 3AYE.
now! Not ¢ word a dl[]h
the sinking of the Belerano
or the humhingm'mt Port
Stanley airficlds i3 10 he
feund in the paper.

Is the murder of hun-
dieds of  Arpentinian
workers in uniform not to
be counted as part of Bri-
tain's = murdering  role?
Even the liberal -bour-

tendency

gooisie was appalled
at these bhloodthirsty and
bruial actions!

Bur - Milirant lays the
blame for these desths
at the feet of the juntal
‘The workers and soldiers
are pawns in the interests
of Argentine hig business
which the junta was set up
to defend,” they say on
May.

. In the name of socialist
internationalism,  com-
rades, think again! Whose
interests does the junta
defend?  Argentine  big
business? Thers & no
Argentine big business. It
is ~ either “owned or

beholden, lock, stack and
harrel,
business.

to. Western  big

And even if you don’t
believe this, even if vou

have decerved  yoursell
with vour own propagan-
da, ask wvourselves: what
has the working class of
the world to gamn from a
Britich victory!

The: junia took
military action to gain
POSSEAEION of the
Falklands," it says on 7
May, *because of the fear
of revolution. Withdrawal

of troops without
“roversignty’” would
mean an upheaval. Mass
demonstrations wonld

overthrow the junta within
hours.”

Il the Brtish navy suc-
ceed in. stationing a gar-
rison of three thousand,
ten thousand or iwenty
thousands soldiers in Port
Sranley, do vou imagine
theyw |IJ be uacd. Lo support
the Argentinin workers
when  thév: fake on
Caaltieri?

Listen o the Argenli-
nian  workers themselves,
who have appealed to the
Brtish labour movemeni
tx support their clamn o
the Malvinas in order 1o
disposc of Galteri!

Bul worse 15 (0 comg;
Militanr's support for the
war leads- it into 3 con-
scious distortion of Marx-
15t principles poverning the
socialist attitude o war.

On 2 April they open
with & correct point. *The
origing of the crisis itsell
are not to be found in
simply asking “*who struck
the “firsl blow?" * they

pporters

righily say. But they go on
to argue that it depénds on
‘The class relations in the
two countries.”

Marx, Lenin and Trot-
sy always tald thar class
relations - hefween coun-
trics, oot imside them,
determined the attitude
to war, And within a week
we find, on the front page
of Mifitant, the h
‘workers cannot but con-
demn the Argeniine in-
vasion of the Falklands.®

Confrontations  are
always the result of
underlving relations of
conflict or oppression, and
Marxism's task is 1o
analyse these before poin-
ting the finger of blame.
The capitalists can always
manipulate circumstances
50 as to make themselves
appear as the peaceful par-
ty when in fact their op-
pression and  greed  has
provoked the incident con-
cerned

When workers occupy
a factory, do we denounce

it as an act of ageression?
Dioes this alter if the owner
has been in possession

since 18337 MNo: we say
that the bosses own the-
factory only because they
have used the threat of
police violence for a hun-
dred and fifty vears to take
from the workers the fruit
of their labour and call it
their own.

We follow the law of
our own class, which says
that the workers have a
right to own what has been
made with their labour,
and the natural resources
to which thiz labour iz ap-

plied. The “ageression’ is
the product of injustice:
this is the Marxist

message.

Revolt

Mor is this changed if
the act of revolt s il
advised or counter-
productive for socialism.
Whatever socialisis had to
say about the riots, they
made it clear that the
biame lay with the Taories,
for creating the situation
where the vouth had o
other recourse. Did Al
famé - carry. @ banner
headline saving “workers
cannol bt condemn the
o0ts7" MNo — Bt it iz che
il next step.
- Miliranr

things. I.I

KTHWE
LI'I-I.'I'-‘-"l

I | as taken
\]aggm Tha-
u.*.-l.' it behicves

that :‘m.' junta is the
main ‘enemy. facing all
workers.

Comrades, you have il
completely upside down.
Mageie Thatcher is a far
greater - threat to - the
workers of the world then
Galtieri. Stand beside
her in this war and you
will never bring
gocialism to Britain.
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LOCAL ELECTIONS

Lahour: off course for victory

By Tessa van Gelderen

LABOUR has suffered a body blow in the local
elections last week. In the middle of the most

undoubtedly -do, then

an end to Britain's 1m-
Labour has to be ready to -

perialist roles,

unpopular government for decades, the present itself as a credible
Labour Party was unable to win back control of b L =R Where Labour  has
councils it had lost to the Tories four years ago. That ]'“l'-“"* fighting  managed to keep, or in
M FJIUUU]E'JH:H[}', : the depressing. ‘Labour did . % _-%:;i:m”ﬁ
alvinas-Falklands. crisis relevantly - better in - its i B
played a major part in the traditional  strongholds. THEHE E5 some consolation fur Labour in the
results bul that 15 no con- The north of England and way the SDP has been demolished. It's not
splation for Labour. It has Scottish results show that. used to defeat and this will destroy the band-
been the treacherous role Even in those areas where wagon effect. But it is extremely worrying

of the Labour leaders who
have  tail ended  the
Tories* policies  on  the
Malvinas-Falklands  that
boosted Thatcher’s sup-
port. Why vote for the
monkey when you can
elect the organ grinder?

In fact, simply from an
clectoral point of - view,
Labour’s position on the
Malvinas-Falklands  has
been disastrous. First it
supports the sending of the
task force, then it raises its
hands in horror at anyone
getting hurt. Did Foot and
co ‘think it was just &
game?

This uttar hvpoerisy
has done nothing o per-
suade  large numbers of
working people not (o

Labour did not make the
gains it had expected 1o,
Lahour™s vote stood up
and even inervased i the
sirong working  class
wards.,

Despite  the  vicious
campaign against him and
the lLuJ:ss of overall control
in Lambeth, Ted Knight
personally received A
magnificent vote. And of
course Labour achieved an
outstanding victory in its
almost complete annihila-
bon of the SDP in Isl-
ington,

All this indicates that
Labour has kept itz tradi-
tional base since the last
peneral election, n par
ticular winning back votes

rollow a jingotsiic line. f,-,f,..,._ the

l-:-"-ﬁ-:-' .-h-."\.r'C-\.r-.-.-.

Falklands issue is not the
onlv factor for Labour's
et
Labour failed to make
gains  in  even
marginal areas like Wand-
sworth in South London left. These councils have
where  the issue  of
privatisation had been
brought to the fore and

"

LIVERPOOL was the flrst arey whara the
Libarals took over. The results are the beginn-
ing of the and of the road. The Liberals had
embarked on a Tory budget. Many people
saw through the campaign of wvilification
against the Labour left and voted for those
candidates supporting socialist policies. The
Falklands issue was in pacple’s mind; Labour
would have won two more seats in tha Wirral
if it hadn't been for that. It was a reflection of
how jingoism was used.

John Mcﬂa&e Merseyside County Cauna;ﬂor

I-‘-'
------------ "n"a "

But the \Iu.]'-uma.-
than Labkour.
back  at the polls.
councils  like

highly

lories, Tory

and aberted by the right
wing trade union leaders
who have been unable to far. This has 1o
defend the jobs and living
standards af ther
members. The left’s in-
ability to confront both
the right wing inside the

VOies oW seem (o be at thc
expense of the SDP, rather

Bul the results in left
Walsall,
Lathian and Lamberth of-
fer little comfort to the

held back from directly
confronting the govern-
ment. Their mability to do

local governmenl workers
were involved nindustrial
action.

At the szame time
Labour can have some
crumbs of comlort; the
results were not uniformly

50 has been reinforced by

*the right inside the party
who have consistently re-
fused to abide by confer-
ence decisions and  have
led a witch hunt in the
party.

They have been aided
left wi

prevenied.

NOW the Tories have taken control of Elrm

inghan City Council they will be vicious. They
will cut jobs, introduce privatisation and so
on. The results show that the Falklands are
about a lot more than an island in the South
Atlantic. It also undermines the argument

that the Labour Party should be ultra
moderate to be successful at the polls. Birm-
ingham City Council has been the most ultra
moderate council and it lost to the Tories.
Claire Short, prospective parfiamentary can-
didate for Handsworth, Br’rmingham

gruwirltg danger that the
Il pull back from the
victories it has made so

It will be the consolida-
tion of those gains that will
lay-the only basiz for the
working class once more

Hbuur movement an-:! thc
Tories has led local coun-
cils to retreat in the face of
Heseltine's attacks.

Ratez have gone up
while services have been
cul and jobs have been
lost. It is perhaps not a
coincidence that where the
Alliance did the Tories'
job  even better than

abour, Labour was ahle
1 make significant gains.

The SDP was virtually
anmihilated in the London
Borough of Islington,
while Labhour became the
largest parly on Liverpool
council, delivering a hlow
to the Liberals. Wherc the
Alliance has been tried and
tested, the electors don’t

U|u+.'i[=g its tanh mrh
Labout, Tony Benn sum-
med up the silualion
Labour faces over the next
few months at last week's
meeting of Labour Liaison
‘B2: “Militant w[]] be ex-

Phota: ANDREW WIARD | Report}

Islingtons council workers® action against the SDP-led council helped in
Labour’s victory (insert: Margaret Hodge, newly elected council lsadear)

document delaved.'

Benn went on to argue
that the best way for the
left ta fight now was
around a campaigning
document that took up the
crucial issues facing the
labour movement:
Falklands, unemplay-
ment, defence, the Com-
mon Market and Tebbit.

Tony Benn might not
be right in his predictions
on what will happen to
Milirtanr and Peter Tal-
chell. Bur his message is
clear: the left has nothing
to lose and everything to
gain by advancing down
ﬂ'll'.! road it has set out on,

The message 15 the
same  for local councils,
Lothian, Walsall and
Lambeth gained nothing
by not taking on  the
Tories, in fact rhey have
made substantial losses,

The - Malvinas-
Falklands iszue has
delawd t]tr:-

:mp di :nec

that the Tory vote held up. The reasons go far
deeper than simply the Falkiands issua.
London Lﬂmur Briefing

Nigel W;ﬂm mson

TI& leeansn._nr.11r'|u1l‘lﬂrhe has gained control, of
fight
hunt and for Labour's
clection manifesto to in-

local councils, there iz now
the opportunily to show
the working class that the

against the witch

clude those policies passed
hy  conference. That

means Labour steading
four  square  behind
unilaterial  disarmament,

for withdrawal from [h*
Common Markel, against
any incomes policy and for

Tories can be brought to
its knees.

The rnight inside the
party will trv to advance its
position. The left has to
stand - firm and fight for
the party to adopt and 1m-
plement socialist policies.

John Strauther

THE RESULTS fur Labuur nﬂﬁuﬂﬂ“‘r weare a
disaster but for Islington it was a triumph. It
was a total vindication that Labour iz still tha
only party which reprasents working people.
The 10 per cent swing to Labour was a vota of
confidence. The rasult was also a complete
vindication that SDP is not wanted. When
farced to put themselves forward electorally
they are resoundingly defeated. The SDP's
record though short was disastrous. The SDP
has no right to be there.

Margaret Hodge, newly slected Labour
feader, fsfington council

JOHN STRAUTHER,. a Trotskyist for over
twanty years, died in tragic circumstances in
Livarpool last month. He was a supporter of
Socialist Challange and the Fourth interna-
tional and was active in tha Labour Party and
MALGO. Most recently he had been involved
in the revival of CND, a movement he
remembered from his youth.

John joined the International Socialists in
the early 1960's at a time when Britain was
coming out of the Cold War period but when
revolutionary socialists were still a tiny
minority in tha labour movement. This plaved
an important part on his political thinking. He
wanted the major far-left groups in Britain
that had grown rapidly in the late 80's to fusa
together. He left the IMG after four years
membership and could not remain in the SWP
either. ;

He was always active in supporting
workers strurgles in Liverpool. This set him
head and julders above many other
socialists w  .vsere always keen on talk but
less 2o on action.

John was principlad and fought for his
view even when this left him isolated. His loss
is shared by us all.

128 Uppar Strast Landan N1
Telephune B I26 0571

ANTI-REAGAN
RAFFLE

1st Prize — £15 Credit at The Other
Bookshop

2nd Prize — £5 Credit at The Other
Bookshop

3rd Prize — Large size ‘Reds’ poster

want 1o know.

But that is little con. SRS
solation for Labour FParty  pelled,” he predicied, *Tal-
members who are licking chell won't be endorsed
their wounds all over the and Michael Foot will (ry
country. There is an ever 0 get Labour's policy

------- T ut -\.--\.-m‘.‘.‘.-.-.-.w-.------
o A R

Tickets only 10 pence each or a book of ien
tickets for 70 pence
To be drawn on 7 June, 1582

crizis in the Tory party.
However, when the storm
beging to break over
Thatcher's head, as it must

Ted Knight, leader of Lambeth council. Nationally
the results for Labour are not so chearful
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By
Judith Arkwright
and
Judith Woodward

WOMEN have come a long way since the 19th century
when Sylvia Pankhurst was first organising working
women in the East End. We've got the vots, we've got
‘free and easy’ divorce, we've got the Equal Pay and Sex
Discrimination Acts and the Common Market regula-
tions on women's employment. We've got women into
parliament and now we've even got a woman prime
minister. We've got equality — or have we?

. The capitalist economic crisis is
hitting the whole working class — but
it is hitting women the hardest,
Despite acts of parliament, despite (or
rather because of) a woman prime
mumster, unemployment and cuts in
social services [all harshly on women
as they work harder — especially in
the home — ta fill the gap.

Abortion rights are under attack,
rape and violence against women are
on the incréase. In the Uniled States
the pattern is the same. Women are
becoming senators and even judges,
and are even allowed Lo mine coal, but
abortion is virtually illegal in some
states, both contraception and abor-
tion are very difficult to obtain for
VOUNE pecpre and the Equal Rights
Amendment will not be passed.

Every time capitalism gives
women semething with one hand it
takes it away with the other. In order
to fight for our likeration as women
we have Lo fight the social structures
that keep us in chains. Maggie has
taught us that we don’t need Tory
prime ministers. Whase side vou're
on depends on which class you're in,

_Unfortunately the Labour leader-
ship does nor offer a clear allernative.
They may have appointed a shadow
mimster for women’s affairs, but they
have not said whet they are going 10
fight for and how they are going to
Organise women,

And there 15 a problem with the
way that some people inside the
Labpur Party see the fight for
women's nghts — they tend to reduce
it to getting more women into posi-
tions of power and influence within
the party and parliament.

It would be & pity if the fight for
positive discrinunation within the
party's structures was reduced (o this,
und if women in the party saw their
main task as that of challenging male
prejudices, getting men Lo give up
their privileges in the family and so
on., It so't just a guestion of

‘educating’ men — il Is a matrer of
fighting the social structures which
dictate that women's role is in the
fa.rqd!}', in g position of cconomic and
social dependence,

WOMEN’S ..
~ T‘I"‘VAL- %ﬁﬁm

 FE

The modern women's liberation
movement was born out of the strug-
gle of workers and students all over
the world in the 1960s. It did a great
deal to start to challenge women's
subordinate role. [t identified the role
of women in the family and at home
as the major expression of their
subordinate role. It changed the lives
and attitudes of many working class
women and men alike — it began 1o
challenge the whole idea that
women's biology meant that they had
Imf]' inferior and subordinate role in
ife.

But the women's movement did
more than just change atlitudes. It
bregan again the process of organising
tens of thousands of women in
defence of their rights, which had not
been done in Britain since the suf-
fragettes.

The women's movement also fore-
¢d the labour movement into action
on women's rights, in however a
limited way, and despite the fact that
nit many working women were active
in the women’s liberation movemenit.

The abortion campaign was a
watershed for us, and we proved that
abortion rights and women's liber-
ation were clays Issues, issues which
confront the ruling class and benefit
the working class,

This is important today because
once again class lines are starting to
divide the women's movemenl inier-
nationally. For example, the National
Organisation of Women (NOW) in
the United States, 5& MIAsE OTEanisa-
tion — it recruited 80,000 people last
year) has a leadership which ‘argues
thal i the face of the war prepara-
tions of Reagan, far from opposing
the draft, women should be drafted
into the armed forces as well!

This is not at all in the interests of
women, but onlv in the interest of the
US roling class, and its preparations
to. used  armed force against the
developing revolutions: in Central
America and the Middle East. Such a
leadership has nothing worthwhile to
say [0 the mass of working women.

There are some imporlant lessons
1o learn from the 5uﬁragenes if we

Badges available ar 25p
each + [2tp postage.
Please order from J
Arkwright, PO Box 50,
London NI 2XP. Bufk
rates available on re-
JUEST.

March to the
Women's

Refreshments & Creche avaiable &

Saturday5june

BatterseaPark,London :
fromnoon :
Ry e Music # Farums e Stalls ‘%
# Childreris Evenis

VWOMEN'SRIGHTS TO JOBS & EQUALITY

Faestival

Aszsemhbla at County
Hall, Waterloo from
10.30 to move off at 11.
Ga to Battersea Park.
The march is called by the
Action Commitiee for a
Waoman's Right o Work
and co-sponsared by the
South  East  Regional
Council of the TUC.

want to take forward the buildingof a
mass women's movement with a clear
class line in the future.

The women's movemenl at the
beginning of the 20th century in Bri-
tain was a masgs movement, In 1908,
one guarter of & million peoplc mar-
ched into Hyde Park to demand votes
for women. Yet this mass movement
was eventually delivered into the
hands of the ruling class instead of
carrying the fight for women's libera-
tion to its logical conclusion.

In 1913 the workers of Dublin
were locked oul by the bosses. At the
same  time Countess Markiewicz
started organising the nationalist
women of Ireland in the Cuman na
Banh, — women's nationalist leagues,
Ar this  point, suffrapgetre leader
Christabel Pankhurst came out
againsi Home Rule for Ireland in-
stead of identifving with the struggle
of Irish nationalist women. Instead,
Christabel said the suffragettes would
support the reactionary Unionists and
their leader Carson, simply because
Carson was in favour of votes for
WOIET. :

In 1914, when the [irst imperialist
war hroke out, the suffragettes sup-
ported the war effort. They ended up
calling for & rapid return of 2 Tory
government. Instead of the move-
ment  developing mio - a - powerinl
force to challenge the whole of
women’s role in society, it came 10 a
whimpening full stop, co-opted by the
Torics. It was derailed by its leader-
ship's lature (o deal with major class
isgues,

How did this happen? How did
Christabel, who started as a member
for the Independent Labour Party,
end up as a Tory candidate?

One reazon was the attitude which
prevailed inside the lAbour movemeny
and most imporantly among the
leaders of the Labour. Parly.
Although working women were
orgamised around the fight for the
vote, the trade union and the Labour
Party did not come round to it untl it
was too late. Without the powerful al-
ly of the organised labour movement
and with rhe active hostilitv of sec-
tions of the lahour bireaucracy, peo-
plée ike Chrstabel were driven into
the arms of the Tories and the ruling
class.

Christabel bersell did not have the
same broad view as her sister Sylvia
and did- not =ee the importance of
organising working class women. She
stated that ‘a working women's
movement is of no value. Working
women,' she said, ‘are the weakest of
their sex. Surely it is & mistake Lo use
the weakest for the struggle. We wani
picked women the véry sirongest and
mostintelligent...”. This sort of policy
for winning women's rights, winnin
friends and influencing people is sti
practiced today in organisations like
ND““‘ . = .

And this is precisely where

Christabel has been proved wrong.
ank at the wnrkinf, women  in
Nicaragua and their role in throwing
out the Somoza dictatorship. Or the
all-woman guerrilla contingent in El
Salvador which recently routed an all-
male conlingent of soldiers of the
military dictatorship. These women
are far from being weak!
. And in this country it is women
like Anwar Ditta fighting for her
rights as a black woman, women like
those at Lee Jeans, Plessey and
Lovable Bra who will fight in the most
determined way for their demands.

These are the women who will
fight most consistently for women’s
liberation and they must provide the

base of the movement that we have to
build. It can only be women, and first
and foremost the most oppressed
women who can derermine their
demands. As James Connolly said:
‘Nonre are so fitted (o break the chains
as thoge wha wear them, none so well
equipped to decide what is a fetrer. In
its march towards freedom, the work-
ing class must cheer on the efforts of
thase women, who feeling on their
souls and their bodies the fetters a
the ages have risen (o sirtke them off,
and cheer afl the louder iFin its hatred
af thraldom and passion for freedom,
the women 's army forges ahead of the
militant army  of labour. Bui
whosoever carries the autworks of the
citadel of oppression the working
clusy alone can raise i io the pround.”
Only the destruction of capitalism can
ensure lasting gains for “women's
liberation.

Today we are beginning to see the
emergence of a much broader move-
ment of women within the labour
movement iself, where demands for
women's  liberation are. being ar-
ticulated. This is reflected in women's
committees inzide the unions and the
womnen’ssections of the Labour Party
which are growing. It is reflected in
unions taking up issues like abostion
;md sexual harassment. It is reflecred
in the way m which women are
prepared to ficht this government.
Despite the recession and its effects
on women's employment, women are
joining the unions at twice the rate of
e,

Traditionel roles 1n the labour
movement are being challenged by
such things as the demand for pasitive
discrimination, creches and so on.
The debate on positive action is pos-
ing an -all-out challenge 1o the wav
women are - traditionally used as a
reserve army of labouor.,

These changes are beginning tolay
the basis for a mass movement of
women within the labour movement
— one which will not meekly azk for
the re-distribution of weallh beiween
men and women or just ficht for a
change of attitudes, bur will challenge
capitalism as a whole,

Unfortunatelv there are socialists
within the labour movement who see
this as a recipe for saying rhar women
have to wail for socialism before they
can demand their rights. This is exact-
Iy what the suffragetres were told hy
the likes of MacDonald and other
Labour leaders. What dangerous
nonsense! Women must begin the
struggle for their liberation now,

Suppose that women had not
strugeled for the right to vote? All
workers would have been set back by
the denial of this basic democratic
right,

If women had not struggled to de-
fend ahortion rights in the East fiveor
s1x years we would have been set back

WOMEN'S LIBERATION
-ACLASS ISSUE

ALL OUT 5 JUNE—MARGH F
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for decades — not only in the fight for
women's liberation but in the -
ferests of the working class as a
whole.

If women and the labour move-

ment a5 a whole do not arganise now
to fend off the allempts to use women
as a reserve army of labour by shoving
us out of the workforce — then the
whole fight for full employment
wolld be [inished before it srarred.
* The way forward is the building of
&N JUIGROMOUS Women s mavement
to spearhead the demands of women.
Such a movement will have many dif-
ferent expressions from trade union
committees, Labour Party women's
stclions, women organising in the fac-
tories to fight for their jobs and for
the particular needs 0% WOMmET 1n
struggle, women in women's groups,
community groups and so on.

Such a movement will include




feel that as women we
urther towards equality
ho fi

Stz_r. <]

1 Leeds

‘arty hasn't organised
make sure they do'it soon.

u
nsport organised from
a8 coach is coming down
lanchester and women
in the Famous Names
n Bristol are hoping to
on,
Jportunity — not just to
to protest at the policies
ment which takes us back
d to show that we're go-
fight for our rights.

Photo: G Cookson
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omen sinigeling at all levels against
leir oppression. We must learn the
s50ns of the past and argue for such
maovement to grow up in the heartof
id alongside the labour movement
self. Working women inside the
Bour movement must be the core of
s fight,

=t

The mass demonstration called by
e TUC against the Corrie anti-
wortion bill in 1980 and the Labour
irly festival for women's rights on 3
Ine point the way forward because
ey offer the opportunity for women

push for andpcrgunisc around our
mands for a woman’s right 1o work
id & women's right to choose within
e lahour movement a= a whale,

It i= testimony to the struggles of
Ir sislers in the past and in the pre-
nt that the labour bureaucracy has
en forced to listen to our demands
d organise around them,

By Jude Woodward

THE MASS MOVEMENT of
women for votes is rich in
lessons for socialists today.
Most of these lessons are
summed up in the under-
standing and political
developments of Sylvia
Pankhurst who was born 100
years ago last week. In con-
trast to the rest of the suf-
fragatte leadership Sylvia
drew out the real lessons of
the struggle for the vote by
becoming a communist.

That Sylvia is one of the few
revalutionary leaders Lo cmerge out of
the British class struggle is testimony
to two facts: first, the fight for
warmen's voles represented ane of the
highest poinds in the political mass
struggle in Britain; and second, it il-
lustrates concretely the revolutionary
dynamic of the struggle for women's
hiberation,

Sylvia’s development towards
revolutionary Marxism was in direct
contrast to the line of march of the
rest of the suffragette leadership. Her
own sister Christabel represents the
main stream.

Christabel ended up adopting
both the Tory party and an extreme
form of radical feminism (votes for
women and ‘chastity for men® becom-
ing her favourite slogan),

Despite this, Christabel dropped
the struggle for the vote to take up
jingoism as soon as the first world war
began, How did the same mass move-
ment take Sylvia in one direction and
Christabel in another?

Sylvia's development was no acci-
dent. Rather, she represents the real
hiztorical potential of the mass strup-
gle of women for the vole — a massive
potential that was squandered and
betrayed by the narrow mindedness
of the British labour leaders of the
time.

The movement of women for the
vote preached a depth of mobilisation
in Britain unequalled elsewhere in
Europe.

For cxample in 1908 three quarters
of & million women and men marched
through Landon for women's votes.
It became an issue in who formed the
government,

The *woman guestion’ was driving
a wedge into the hearth and home of
the ruling class. But the suffragette
leadership — with Sylvia the excep-
tion — did nol want to break from the
British ruling class. They looked to
the Tories to grant women the vote,
not 1o the newly formed Labour Pur-
Iy.

Sylvia Pankburst was virtually
alone in drawing the correct lessons.
The root of her differences with the
rest of the WSPU (the suffragettes)
was on the social base of the struggle.

In 1906 Sylvia was senl south to
‘rouse London'. She immediately
booked Conway Hall for a massive
rally and went to the downirodden
women of the East End to win sup-
port for it, Later her mother and sister
tried to put a stop to the rally. They
didn’l belicve Conway Hall could be
filled.

But the East End women marched
into central London and Conway
Hall was filled to overflowing.

As the WSPL leadership increas-
ingly turned to tactics of individual
terrarism and militancy Sylvia con-
tinued to organise mass actions based
on large assemblies of working class
women and men.

This orientation to the mass of
women was eventually reflected in
Svlvia's attitude to the suffragettes.
Despite raising the slogan ‘“votes Fer

ankhurst

women® the WSPU did not fight for
full womanhood suffrage. The law
that they looked for was to extend the
existing franchise to women — g
measure that would have enfranchis-
ed rather less than half of all adult
WOITIETL.

This demand fitted in with the ap-
proach of the WSPU which saw the
vote as heing implemented by a Tory
government, The more limited the de-
mand, the more likelihood it had of
being carried.

Unfortunately, Sylvia, alongside
Keir Hardie, fought for this position at
countless Labour Pary conferences,
always meeling the same cpposition.
The right wing argued that this was a
‘bourgecis’ demand and thar the
Labour Party should fight for full adul
suffrage. All thase forces who opposed
women's suffrage gathered behind this
banner.

In 1906, Margaret MacDonald
(wife of Ramsay) toak the first step 1o
organise women in the Labour Party
in the Women's Labour League. This
organisation was explicitly counter-

posed to the activities of the WSPLU,

In turning away from the mass of
women and looking to the Taries the
WSPU abdicated the leadership of
women in the Labour Party to those
who opposed women's vates,

Only alter years of suffragette
struggle was Svlvia able o decide:
‘...that a grave mistake was made in
leaving the field of adult suffrage —
the true ficld of the labour movement
— to those who were either hostile ar
indifferent to the inclusion of
women.”

She pointed out ironically that in
the end there were no separate stages,
womanhood suffrage was granted
alongside full male suffrage in the
same legislation,

Il the WSPU had fought for votes
for women as the leading edge in the
fight for full adult suffrage then the
labour leaders would not so gasily
have jumped off the hook.

As it was, the Labour Party
became more  entrenched  in
economism. In a classic example of
wicked narrow  mindedness  the
Labour group of MPs in 1906 decided
to advance g bill protesting the carn-
ings of stecl smeiters in preference toa
women's suffrage bill.

That was the end for the Labour
Party as far as the WSPU leadership
was concerned.

As Sylvia concluded: ‘Had other
counsels prevailed then, the Labour
Party might have given a grear lead
for a manhood and womanhood suf-
frage reform hill."

Further than this the Labour Par-
ty failed in its first great political test.
Sylvia, rather than break with the

Landor NJ.
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Firape Press,

Supporter of the Fast London Suffragettes in 1979
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labour movement ended up breaking
with the Labour Party. Her Workers'
Socialist Federation plaved a central
role preparing for the launch of the
British Communist Party,

However, the betrayals of Labour
led Sylvia to adopt extreme “leftwing’

sitions — that communists should

oycott parliament and the Labour
Party.

Lenin's book Lefrwing Com-
munism — an Infantile Disorder con-
tains a weighty polemic explicitly
against Sylvia Pankhurst's position.

In the end Sylvia herself was a vic-
tim of the political backwardness of
the British working class. Without the
aid of Marxisly theory which she was
never trained in, her views could only
develop as 4 response 1o her own ex-
perience of the class struggle, Such
lessons are only ever parti ly correct.
No British Marxist party existed then
that could teach her anymore.

Sylvia also suffered from the
isolation of the British socialists inter-
nationally. She was not linked into
the Second International, nor part of
its massive debates on feminism being
led in this precise period by women
like Clara Zetkin and Alexandra
Kollontai.

The conclusion formed in this
debate would have been of infinite aid
to Sylvia. Armed with. thess under-
standings and international links the
suffragette struggle might have pro-
duced in Sylvia Pankhurst a lcader of
truly international stature. It would
have been a real step on the road to
the formation of a new revolutionary
leadership for the British working
class,

Additional reading on the suffragettes:
The Suffrogette Movemenr — Sylvia Pankhuret FPublished by Firgeo
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‘BOBEY SANDS MP', chanted 3,000 people on last weekend’s
march to commemorate Sands’
House of Commons at Westminstar. A

Irish government

death as thay passed the
mong other slogans an

tha march was
Argantina’. Speakers at the rally a
Livingstane, leader of the GLC, and

*H.srnds-:ﬁ Narfhe;n jreiand — Heands off
ftar the march included Ken
Owaen Carron MP.

gets cold feet over

Since the Falklands-Malvinas crisis began the
Irish government has veered from backing
Common Markat sanctions against Argentina,
to demanding an emergency UN security coun-
cil debate following the sinking of the General
Belgrano. James Bruin looks at the hypocrisy
of so-called Irish neutrality.

Ireland’s foreign
policy can only be explain-
ed by the effects of s un-
finished break with Bri-
tain. The Irish economy
was distorted under Britis
ritle with all the investment
going to the industrialising
Ncu't%, and then entirel
disrupted by partition. It
has never recovered,

When trying to ‘2o it
alone’ produced no
economic  progress  the
Irish bosses turned to
forcign investment. The
'60s  saw  inducements
given to multinationals
and then lreland entered
the EEC.

The Irish Development
Association gives massive
Srate handouls with vir-

tually no strings Lo 110ms
opening plants and Irish
Corporation Tax is_Lhe
fowest in Burope. US in-
vesiors got an average rate
of return of 33.7 per cent,
double the European
average. Hence il 15 not
surprizing that of US firms
investing in Europe half
chose Treland,

Such dependence on
foreign capital completely
undermines Iretand’s
‘neutral’ stance in interna-
tional politics. As  the
Swedish ambassador 1o
Treland explained at a re-

cent CN geminar in
Dublin, Sweden stayed out
of the because ‘the

two aims of the EEC
towards harmonisation of

Falklands

foreign policy and
monetary union would
have compromised

Swedish neutrality”.

On the military front
too Irish  ‘neutrality’ is
wearing  thin. Since the
development of the Sovict
“hackfire’ bomber which i
capable of launching
nuclear attacks on Britain,
the British government has
been looking to improve
its radar defence system.

The Irish zovernment
dulv  obliged.  Earth
satellite ‘srarions have
heen opened up in County
Cork, Sligo and Donegal
giving British defence ac-
cess to the Irsh com-
munications of the entire
length of the West Coast
of Ireland.

Further, when a resolu-
tion declaring the use of
nuclear weapons to be a
viplation of the Lnited
Mations Charter recently
came up before the UN
Aszembly, Ireland was the

only country o vole
against — along with 18
NATO allies.

Such positions are em-
barrassing to the Irish
government. It has already
increased ‘defence’ spen-
ding by 800 per cent in the
last len wvears to £450m,
and entry to NATO would
demand a Turther trebling
of this sum. The owver-
whelming majority of Lhe
Irish people are opposed
to  breaking with Trish
neutrality and entry into
MNATC, even if the army
officer.corps 1s keen on the
ided.

When the Irish govern-
ment hacked EEC sanc-
tions against Argentinathea
Republican sentiment was
to  immediately support
Argentina. Volunteers
were reported Lo have gone
to the Argentine embassy
in Dublin 1o sign up!

And when the British
government finally admit-
ted last week that it was

one of its submarines that
had drageed an  lIrish
trawler under the sea, anli-
British feeling pul greater
pressure. on the Irish
government.

The only time that an
Irish government has ever
pursued anvthing like a
speialist [foreign policy was
when  the  provisional
ﬁovcrnmmt estabklizhed

v the Easter Rising of
1916 backed James Con-
nolly’s view that Britain's
mvolvement in the first im-
perialist warld war provid-
ed the best opporiunity for
bregking its hold over
Ireland,

An - Irish povernment
puided by those principles
would think twice hetpure
sending thé fleet half way
across the world! When
even the Insh government
with ils own contradictory
‘peutrality’ gets cold feer
over the Falklands, this
just goes Lo show the
bankruptcy of Thatcher's
policy.

Phota: Pete Grant
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BY ITS response to the Argenti
ment’'s moves to assert sovereign
Britis

Malvina Islands, the

already endangered t
people, threatened an en
with humiliation and
hundreds of millions o
relieved mass deprivat
creased the dangers to world p
fore to the lives of tens

Iri all the bloody annals
of British imperialist ar-
rogance, there are few, if
any, crimes so reckless and
insensate, But these crimes
are not simply the respon-
sibility of the reactionary
Thatcher povernment in
particular_or British im-
perialism in general,

The dominant world
imperialist power, the
United States, has thrown
its weight behind them, of-
fering even logistic sup-
port to the British task
foree, And the other im-

«wialist  powers have
acked the British action.

Thus, the Malvinas
WAr represents a response
of the world imperialist
system as @ whole, Thisisa
dramatic sien that n its
decay, imperialism s
becoming not only more
murderous but more and
more dangerously
unsiable.

The clashes of power-
ful mir and naval forces
that began in the first days
of May off the Argentine
coast have already reveal-
ed great political and
material weaknesses of the
world imperialist system.

Thus, they have set
decp tremors in motion
that will continue regard-
less of the immediate out-
come of a conflict that has
escalated unexpectedly in-
to a major world crisis,
and which could guickly
lead to much larger explo-
51005,

The weaknesses of the
waorld imperialist system
are shown precisely by the
fact that such a crisis could

blow up over an issue such |

ag the Malvinas. None of
the governments involved
have any fundamental
conflict of interests there,
and the interests of all of

them are fundamentally.

threatened by the explo-
cion of a crisis that could
shake imperialist control
of & vital region to s
foundations.

In particular, this crisis
comes when the US faces a
major revolutionary threal
in Central America, and
abviously was counling on

slaughter,

of millions of people.
the help of Argentina,
which has had one of the
stronger military dictator-
ships in Latin America.

If this regime falters,
the US could lose more
than an ally, Argentinaisa
major, semi-industrialised
country, and at the start of
the last decade it went
through three full-scale ur-
ban uprisings. Moreover,
the Brazilian dictatorship,
right next lo Argentina,
which has been the other
main bulwark of reaction
in South America, has
been breaking down in re-
cent vears, and [aces the
development of a new
mass revolutionary
workers movement.

Why, then has the
maove of the Argentine
government o assert
soversignty  over  the
Malvinas Islands touched
ufl‘_atmaj,or crisis for im-
perialism?

Two years ago, in fact,
in the so-called ‘Ridley
Plan’, the British foreign
office recommended o

negaotiate Argenting
sovercignty  over  the
islands in return for a
lease-back agresment.

Provided the oil surroun-
ding the islands is ex-
ploited by American and
British oil companies, as it
would be, this would not
have threatened basic im-
perialist  economic  in-
lerests.

Today, however, the
British imperialists have
responded to what was
originally a token Argcn-
tine oceupation by sending
a massive military machine
{o the South Atlantic and
initiating armed actions
that could have the most
far-reaching conseguences
on international military

lineups and domeslic
politics.
Some of the most

modern mililary equip-
ment in the world is bein

used to attack the forcesa

a semi-colonial couniry,
with which other semi-
colonial countries
throughout  the  region
have been compelled toex-
press their sympathy.

ne govern-
ty over the
h government has
he lives of thousands of
tire oppressed nation
squandered
f pounds that could have
jon in Britain, and in-
eace and there-

The US's carefully
constructed  facade of
Pan-American solidarity,
irs main diplomatic and
ideological cover for in-
tervening in Latin
America, has been shown
to be utterly false. 1t is left
without a rag of ‘good
neighbourly’ pretence 1o
cover its imperialist opera-
tions. It even felt obliged
o offer logistic support to
the British military offen-
sive.

Thus, the US has been
obliged to pay a staggering
price as regards its internd-
tional policy in the conti-
nent. And the position of
the peﬂpln‘ of Latin
America struggling against
imperialist domination has
been greatly strengthened.

This course of evenls
can be understood only by
looking beyond the im-
mediate moves in this con-
flict to the whole situation

colonial country

in Latin America and the
general crisis facing wm-

perialism today.
The Argentinian
military dictatarship

retook the Malvinas after
150 years of British oc-
cupation as a direct result
of its own deep internal

crisis.  With mounling
discontent coming o a
head in the powerful

demonstrations  of 30
March in Buenos Aires
and other cities, the dic-
tatorship sought to gain
popnlarit%' by satisfying
the long-felt just demand
of the Argentinian people
for undisputed control of
their national territory.

But the crisis of the
Argentinian dictatorship is
only one of a whole series
that are developing in
latin  America.  The
‘eopnomic miracles’ of the
15705 achieved by the iron-
ficted procapitalist policies
of the Latin American dic-
tutorships have staggered
to a halt amind $110bn in
foreign  debts.  Latin
American Gross Domestic
Product fell by 2 per cent
in 1981, afler rising by an
average of 5 per centa year
from 1977-80.

e

This crisis hits not only
the weakest but also the
most powerful  Latin
American siates. Gross
Domestic  Product  in
Brazil fell by 3.5 per cent
in 1981, after an average
rise of & per cent in the

precedin three years and
industri production
crashed by over 9 per cent.

Estimates for the
Chilean economy predict
an absolute decline in pro-
duction for 1982, after an
average § per cent annual
increase in 1977-80. The
Uruguayan economy grew
by only 1.3 per cenl in
1981, and will probably
shrink this year, after an
average 5 per cent a year
expansion in 197480,
Mexico has been severely
hit by the il price fall.

In  Argentina, this

eneral economic crisis has
een worst of all. In 1981,

the economy as a whaole
shrank by & per cent and
manufaciuring production
fell by 14 per cent. Infla-
tion, at over 130 per cent,
iz the worst in the world,

As this crisis has dee-
pened, the revolutionary
movements in  Central
America have continued a
rapid political and malitary
advance.

Under  these  <ir-
cumstances, the policy of

US imperialism under
Reagzan was clear.
Washington made a

double-or-nething bet on
military dictatorship and
repression.

In  this respect, the
Argenting junta was @ key
card, For months, the US
has been trying Lo prepare
the way for the use of
Argentine troops: in El
Saivador, either alone or
as part of a wider interna-
tional force. It was 10 Tr¥
to save the Argenline dic-
tatorship from the conse-
quences of its action in the
Malvinas that Haig made
his mammoth shuttle
diplomacy berween
Buenos Aires and Lon-
domn.

But the junta knew
that it was (00 weak at

klands
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home to .risk an un-
popular  joint  military
operation with US im-
perialism in  Central
America. [L desperately
needed to justify itself and
its massive mililary spen-
ding by usm% its high pric-
ed hardware for somethin
that it could hope woul
be popular among the
ATgenting masses.

It is poetic justice that
Galtieri and his military
butchers have ot
themselves into big troubls
by their illusions in the
strength and flexibility of
imperialism, in the self-
confidence of the im-
perialists in today’s world.

The only reason that
the junta dared to risk
retaking the Malvinas was
that they believed that Bri-
tain would make only a
formal protest, or at most
display =z little token sabre

raitling, Tt assumed ap-
parently that the British
government was ESirong
enough and self-confident
epough to take an insult
from a sebordinate regime
that needed 10 look tou I
o its own people In m'dger
to continue doing its job
for its imperialist masters.

Lion

But if the British
government no longer had
the old imperial con-

fidenee, if the lon’s tail
had become too sore [rom
frequent twisting, then the
US presumably could be
relisd on o bring Lhe
British - to thewr senses,
Afrer all, it had an e¢not-
mous slake in the Argen-
tine dictatorship, as the
preparations. for  using
Argentine troops in Cen-
tral America showed.
However, on the one
hand, Britain remains onc
of the most powerful and
puthless  states in  the
world., It possesses the
third most powerful navy
of any country. It is quite
able and determined to de-
fend its own interests first,

Faate '+'+'+:.-:.-'

alyinas war moves show

imperialist threat to humanity

and worry about i
perialist allies. even the
much more powerful L,
afterward. And there is ne
honour among thieves.

On the other hand,
British imperialism was
ton weak to be able Lo
tolerate the sort of affront
represented by the Argen-
tine landing in . the
Malvinas. The couniry has
three million unemployed.
It has the lowest standard
of living of any country in
Western Europe after Por-
tugal, Spain and Ireland.
Itz traditional economic
structure is collapsing. The
Eritish masses over the last
decade have suffered con-
tinual and drastic declines
in their standard of living.

In this situation, the
British capitalists necd 2
government that can look
tough, like it is firmly in
control and will put things
in order regardiess of the
price,

The Argentine take-
over, therefore, was o
severc blow to the reac-
tionary Thatcher govern-
ment. From the first day
of the crisis, Thatcher
knew that if she did not do
something  drastic  to
restore the tough image of
her government, her whole
political project was in
danger of collapsing.

Sp, for the sake of the
credibility of a reactionary
government, British air-
craft carriers and nuclear
submarines  were . Sent
8,000 miles to bring death
and desiruction io the
South Atlantic. .

For a century, a British
population many, many
times the number of the
few hundred on  the
Malvinas have lived
peacefully n Argenting.

The British aggression
now endangers not only
the inhabitants of the
Malvinas but the Brlsh
community in Argentina:
The Argentine population
will be enraged by this -
sult to their country.

The pgenerals <ould
continue to look fo
relatively easy  targets

And the fact of the matter
i¢  despite the British
government's attempl to
do a replay of the siege of
Lucknow in Star Wars
style, despite even the fact
that the British military
could wreck a considerable
part of the world, British
imperiglism s quite in-
capable of maintaining a

g
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foothold 8,000 miles from
the home island in face of
the hostility and bitterness
of an entire continent.

There is 00 way NOwW
that the Malvinas can be
kept British. Pearls of far
greater pricc had to be
relinguished by the British
Raj in the face of far less

5.

The Thatcher govern-
ment's claim that it s
defending democracy and
law against 2 lawless dic-
ratorship is also absolutely
untrue. That doesn't mean
that the generals are not
dictators; far from it. But
their action had a
democratic  effect. It
represented the aspirations
of millions and millions of
Argentines and tens of
millions of Latin
Americans. Moreover, il
divided the forces that
maintain the oppression of
the Latm American
THASSES.

After five vears of one
of the most brutal and
total dictatorships in the
history of Argentina, the
masses of people got a
chance to come onto the

sITeeLs again Lo
demonsirate 5 Lhor
something that is their

democratic right, And this
can create a tremendous
power that will push the
dictatorship further into
conflict with the very
forces that it depends on
for its life, the imperialists.
For the workers and
sacialist movement in Bri-
tain and throughout the
world, the Malvinas crisis
means great opportunities.
It shows how fragile the
world imperialist order is,
and how precarious also is
world peace. It shows the
threat of mass murder that
hangs over every people in
the neocolonial world who
demand {he least
democratic right or con-
cessipn, It shows the in
creasingly reckless displays
of military power in which
the capilalist governments
capable of destroying the
world feel obliged to in-
dulge in order 10 mainiain
their decaying credibility.
The movement in Bri-
tain and the rest of the
world must mohilise to de-
fepd the Argenlinian peo-
ple and themselves to de-
fend all humanity and its
possibilities for the future,

Erom [nternational View-
paint
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Poland

AS THE Paolish workers prepare a 15 minute
general strike across the country on Thursday,
the Catholic Church hierarchy has again shown
its true colours. Last weekend Archbhishop
Glemp echoed the accusation of the military
apparatus that the recent mass May Day
demonstrations weara the wark of
‘manipulators’ and troublemsakers. We reprint
an article by Cyril Smuga from a recent Interna-
tional Viewpoint on the current situation in

Workers’s

Poland.

Almost  six  months
after the military
crackdown in Poland, led
b General Jaruzelski, the
bureaucracy is. srill = far
from claiming victory:

‘The situation is ex-
rremely complicated. We
arestill very far from
celebraling victory. We
could still find ourselves
faced with things, with
evenls, phenomena  that
we can't even imagine just
now, Comrades, anvthing
iz still possible. Comrades,
what vou say is ferrifving.”

This extract is from' a
recording of a meeting bet-
ween the military com-
missar for Polish radio
and 1elevision and the par-
ty members who work
there:” T a5 a beller
testimony than any long
explanation 1o the disarray
of the military junta which
toak:  power  on 13
December. The same com-
missar continued: “The
state of war will continus
in Poland until the party is
repewed. [ am not talking
aboul the party
bureaucracy. which can
come back quite fast, but
the situation gt the base in
the big enterprises.’

The party, the escential
instrument for controlling
the society, has  been
disastrously  weakened.
Since August T980, it has
lost mare than two-thirds
of its members. In the

South Wales miners

By Barry Wilkins

THE Aberdara, Rhondda and Merth r District

fants, it is more and more
imited {0 managerial
sonnel and paid officials.
Today, irs mass bace i< in-
creasingly concentrated in
the state apparatus,

The attempt to rebuild
social organisations under
the hoot of the
burcaucracy  has pol
nowhere, . The ‘Social
Commizsions’, established
in the enterprises 1o fulfil
what the bureaucracy con-
siders are the functions of
a rrade union @ — o
distribate’ polatoes  in
winter and organise holi-
dav camps — have been
unanimously boveootted.

Allempts Lo gel the ac-
tivists  electad  to  the
workers councils hefore
the crackdown to explain
to workers that although
their standard of living has
gone down, they are now
going to gel & voiie an the
management, a  very
limited one, have also fail-
ed. The burcaucracy can-
not geb anyone Lo do this,

ere are more eoods
in the shops now. After a
300 per cent price rise, the
workers cannot afford to
huy much. But production
has fallen to catastrophic
levels. The Central
Statistics Office reporis
that the big  enterprises
have only reached 40 (o 45
per cent of the projected
targets. This s partly ow-
ing: o the: pazzive

lies at the militant heart of the South Wales
coalfields. Every year these miners celebrate
May Day with a social event, a demonstration
and a rally.

Solidarnosc Solidarity Committegs

Glasgow Polish Solidarity” Commiltee, ofo Gordon
Morgan., 59 Durwurde Avenue, Glasgow G410 Ring
021-649 BO58,

Edinburgh Polish Soliderity. Commities, oo ld -
burgh & Dlsmc*TradmC‘mm cil. 12 Picardy Place; Edin
burgh.

Greater Manchester Polish Solidarity Committes, ¢4
Jen Silkerman, 51 Montrase House, Crete Si, Oldem,
Lancs. Rang (61-620 JEES,

Leeds Polish Sclidarity Committee, ¢/a Dave Feicker,
18 Roundhay Mount, Lesls 8 Yorkshire, Ring 0532
AREI2T,

South Yorks Polish Soli
Bird, 279 Ellevmere Road,
17174,

Nattlnqham Labour  Movement . Solidarity  with
Solidérnose, ofo 3 E m Close, Mottingham
EEF'I'HIHQP‘EI'I'I Polish Sohidaniy "n.L'lrI||1IIl.lLL /o Roger
Murray, “ 2% Blackford Rosd, Birmingham 11 Ring
B2E-T73 5.“)".'.

Coventry Solidarity  Committee,
ASTMS 26 Queens Road, Coventry,
Oxford Labour Commities on Poland
Road, Oufored, Rimng 0865 58225,
Emstern Europe Solidanty Campaign, [0 Park Drive,
London MW1, Ring 01-4%58 1501

Labour rncus o Eastern - Europe; Bex 23, 134
Kingsland Hinh 3¢, Eondon EE. :
Saolidarnosc T adc Union Warking Group In UK, 64

Philbeach Gardens,  Earls Couarr, London SWS.
O1-373 3497, Bins

iy Commitiee, o/o qu‘l
field, 54 TDP. Ring 0742

John' Fisher:-¢cfo

. 468" Hanbury
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resistance of the workers,

For example, in Silesia,
50 per cent of the workers
have followed the ynion
instructions (o saborage
production. Bot this drop
i production s alko a
result of the disorganisa-
tion created by the state of
siege  restrictions. Many
cnterprises are closed fwo
oul of every three days
because they lack  the
necessary parts and raw
materials,

This inability to ‘nor-
malse' the silualion has
increased differences
within the bureaucracy.

These differences stem
from the contradiction
which has existed since
Décember berween the ald
and the new power siruc-
tures, All s1ate structures
have been paralieled by
mulitary structures. There
have been conflicts bet-
ween the old s1ate and par-
lv apparatus,  AnNxXions
to . hold .onm. to) ther
privileges; and the military
apparatus who see the op-

portumity  to - get  nmew
nvileges in: ther new
unctions.

The old party ap-
paratus - has succeeded in
establishing armed groups
under the name ‘Folitical
Self Defence — PUWP!
which ‘are independent
from the représsive ap-
paratus  of the military
regime.

The arm
forefront o
SCENE, is
demoralised. Desertions
ure EMOWINE among
soldiers who are in their
third year of service and
for whom the end is not
vel im Ssight, At Elblag a
deserter opensd fre on
patice. It teok two hours
for a battalion of police Lo
overcome him,

Solidarnosc has  em-
barked on work among the
soldiers. Their leaflets are
widehy distributed, calling
on the soldiers to refuse to
cirry out orders that they

. pul at the
the political
hecaming

celebrate

Tyrone ' Sullivan;
gécretary-of the District Joint
Lodoes Committee, chaired
these celebrations. He called
For the utmost militancy in the
fight against the Tebbat Bifl
and stressed the umpoeriance
ol o much greater involve-
ment of young miners in thie
union and its bactles.

Emlyn Williams, presi-
dent of the South Wales N1IM
expressed his confidence in
the determination  of the
South Wales |1'|m“'* 1ch resist
the Tebbit Rill. they
10 take s, Wi are re
satidd "L‘.-l aedl] e

slovaring |1|k
tour of South
P Kadlowski Fronm
S arnase, the Polish
dependent trade anion, was
n A% Ry
spedker a1 = pelebraiions.

He broweghi 5oy Dy
wroetings 40 Uhe-mingrs =nd
thesr Tamilics - und expluined
how Polish workers had spent
the Muy Baviweekend.

Tens of thousands had
demenstrated in nearly a
dazen Palish cities against the
Jaruzelski “mifitary regime
and demanded the restoration
of the rights of Salidarnose,

Once 'more hé impressed

disagree  wirh. 'qullv
mgmflcam. bulletins of the
uron reporl the formi-
tion of informal erfoups
within army umnits.

Solidarnosc, which
was badly disorganized by
the first wave of repres-
S0n, 15 reorganising within
the enterprises and the
Ivcal neighbonrhoods,
The Socialist Resistance
Circles (KOS), formed by
five people who develop
others in a pyramid struc-
ure, nn. gﬂowing. More
than clandestine
jou rn.a[s appear regularly,

Strikes and work stop-
pages  are growing in
number. Every month bet-
ween the 13th [anniversary
of the coup) and the E6th
(anniversary of the killing
of mincrs at Wujek last
Decembery  demonstra-
tions take place
throngghout the counery,
The roads, factory walls,
workrooms are regularly
‘decorated’ with slogans
hostile 1o the junta. The
militia has lormed special
teams to  remove them
SVery morning,

In other wavs Salidar-
NUsC I reorganising. A Na-
tional Commission of
Recistance has been form-
ed, =0 that proclamarions
are now signed by leaders
known in different
TERIOnS. Provisional
regional leaderships have
been  formed in other
regions. The resulis of this
have not taken long 1o
come.: On 13 April thecall
10 stop work for. 15

minuies Wwas widely:
followed ‘in at least 10
TEEIONS.

Discussion on strategy
and organizaton for the
movemenl  has  moved
bevond the regional level,
which has contribured
much to the depth of the
discussion.

So, Solidamosc con-
tinues.  And, more ‘than
ever, Polish workers need
international solidarity
from other workers.

May Day

the niners with ms call ror
freedom-  and
demacracy and: nol buréau-
cratic dictatorship and got a
WArmn avalion,

foan Evans, Labkour MP
for  Aberdare gave his-hest
wishes (o Protrund expressed
hope thet greater democrsicy
would come 1o Poland 1n g
peaceful day.

Jack Collins, - gencral
ceeretary of the Kent minars,
and the main guest speaker,
explained thae new threats of
clasure were r.ung made in

socialism,

in-deing
up wath Reagan
er. However i
CONyiAoE - ma
Sewveral argued

Fahslh . workers
democratic pight 1o thar own
i pendent trade o

These Muy Dy ccelebri-
Lons showed Ul mimers - m
South Wales are determined
to defend rheir jobs and union
rights.. The popularity. of
Solidarnosc badges and the
warnith shown (o Piotr fin-
dicated that this commitmen:
alza extends: 1o the Polish
wiThers.

pring begins in

Scanes from the Selidarnosc demonstrations in
Wearsaw last week

Robert Ha vemann

Solidernosc and socialists the
waorld over fost an important ally
when Robert Havemann died
fast month. We reprint below his
obituary in the recent issue of
the French Inprecor.

With the dearh of Robert Havemann
on 19 Aprl 1982 the opposition move-
ment in East Germany last its best known
representative, in many ways its symbal,
Robert Havemann was one of the great
physicists” of our bme, 8 specialist in
photosyvnthiss,

Condemned to death by the MNaas for
spying for the Soviet Llnion he saved s
life because the German army became 1n-
tercsted in hiz theoretical work which he
was allowed to contmue whibe- he was
awaiting execition. Liberated by the Red
Army in the fall of Hezlin on 2 May 1945
he became a member of the Commauonist
Party.

Living in West Berlin ha'was

ted: Director of the Kais

IJ.]..; §||| r_
|I".1-.1'|1 und

German tv. But
was the tim -J{' MeC
pressure from the Al
authorities he was i p'n.l.‘ ul h
tions on the pretexi of his belonging
the CP-dnd hiz election  to the: first
“hamber of the People i cvaung East
Cerman: Repubhs i 194

He moved rolZast Herlin and ﬁu"nm
president of the Bast German-Academy
of Sciences, 2 tap position in the party
and the state; and the holder of every
conecivable decoration. Bul
Khrushchev's report to the 20th Con-
grees of the Sovier Communist Parly in
February 1956 broke lnm ieologically
and politically from Stalinism.

From the 19605 he held courses 2t the
Humboldr University in East  Berlin

l. ﬁ.

w] ich I|;T"‘|f|.| inea cails rrlr an-open 2nd
critical ‘Marxism; incorporating ‘all the
gains of comémparary. science. Having
sulfered repression under the Marzis and
angd Wesr German in
perialism, i £ expazed 1o
the  rdpress af.  the  Stalindst
burea 3 I—-u. wirs removed from. all
his posil led from the party
put under house arrest, and’ isalated
from his studenls, supporters @ad
friemds.

Ratert Havemann receved many of-
fers from 1he East Berlin authoriiies-as

a5 from the Wesiern scientific and
emigrate.  He
¢ and sestemarically refused
them in the: fellowing rerms= 'l ‘am-a
democratic Communist who $1ave inthis
camp,” He' passionaiely: defended the
Prague Spring apd . the  Solidarnose
movement, and  publicly -~ protested
against Lheir repression.

He: represented. what was best-and
Mot encouraging wnong the German
Communists, who, without adopting
revolitionary  Marxism. have broken
with Sralinism and remained Marxisis,

k.|| yiliens o
ey




SEVENTEEN British union leaders hava just heen to
Cuba, to attend an international trada union con-
gress. Representing engineers, firefighters, miners,
furniture workers, public employees, seamen, sheet
metal workers, tobaceo workers, transport workers
and the Scottish TUC, tha union leaders issued a
declaration upon their return denouncing the US
blockade of Cuba and Reagan's threats to the Carib-
bean and Central America in general.

Thaey say: ‘The threats and propaganda against
Cuba eamanating from President Reagan and General
Halg brought great disquist to the Cuban people.’
And they declare of the Cubans: ‘Clearly they want
to live in peace with an end to trade embargoes and
economic biockades and a withdrawal of the menac-
ing presence of US troops an Cuban soil inside the
Gustanomo base.’

Dencuncing American threats to the area, they
also deplore the support given to the US. They say
thay are "appalled’ that the Tory government has
refused aid to Nicaragua and will not re-open a
British embassy there. >

Finally the saventaan call on the British labour
movement to take up the fight to support the strug-
gle for freedom and justice in Central America and
the Caribbean. They say: ‘We urge the Labour Party
inside and outside parliament to continue itz outright
and unaquivocal opposition to the British govern-
ment for its support to the US cold war policies ap-
plied to Central America and the Caribbean’.

Among those who signed the statement were:
Ken Gill, general secretary AUEW-TASS: Ken
Camearon, general secretary of the FBU; Lawrence
Daly, general secretary of the NUM: Sid Vincent,
Lancashire NUM secretary; Patar Heathfield. Der-
byshire NUM secretary; Alex Kitson, deputy general
secratary of the TGWLU: Ron Keating, deputy general
Tcrﬂtg;r of NUPE: Jim Slater, ganeral secretary of
tha :

Socialist Challenge spoke to one of those who at-
tended the conference: PETER HEATHFIELD, presi-
dent of tha Derbyshire section of the NUM.,

o

UNION LEADERS SAY

Hands off the Ca

Cen

Cotld vou give us your im-
FrESSION of your Vsl o
Cuba?

I spenl w week in Cuba, 1
was very impressed by the
role of the trade unions in
Cuban society, Despite the
effects of the American
bBlockade all the evidence
points to the fact that the
Cuban people are benefit-
ting from the revolution.
There is a decent standard
of living, no poverty at ail.
Education” is flourishing,
Many old colonial houses
have been converied to
kindergarrens and so on.
The Cuban people are
steadily  increasing  their
standard of living,

What roje dao the Cuban
trade univns play?

Well to some degree they
hzve a role similar to those
in Eastern Europe, but in
many instances it is clear

-that they are able (o play a

much more positive role in
fashioning the policies of
the srate. Speaking with
middle  ranking  trade
union figures, they put to
me views and claborated
solutions  which  didn't
necessanly  coincide with
those of the ‘ssiablish-
ment' — for want of a bet-
ter word.

What weight do they give
fo . support  from  the
Labour movemant in Rri-
tain?

Well they see it as verv im-
portanl 1o break the

blockade, but they alzo are
concerped (o alert the
labour movement in
Western Europe to possi-
ble imcursions by Reagan
inta Cuoba itself. Its ob-
vious that Cuba iz not a
threat to world peace nor
ta the United States. They
made it plain that they had
enough problems trving 1o
build socialism and were
not keen on an expan-
gionist state.

Bur thev duv suppart the

struggles in o the rest of

Ceniral America and the

May 1887 in Cuba — the March of the Fighting

Caribbean?

¥es, and not only there, in
the' whole of Latin
America. But their con-
cern is solely with helpin
guaramee’ the right o
these counirics to self-
determination. They are
most concerned about the
invelvement of the CIA
and the destabilisation
plans aimed at places like
Micaragua and their sup-
Et.}rl. for the ultra right in
| Salvador,

How sericusly do they

== El Salvador and the Southern cone s

¥
FPeople

take an American atiack
on Cuba itzelf?

Very seriously, In my talks
with lesser officials they
saw the Polish sitwation as
being rather critical to the
Cuban one. For example,
they  welcomed the in-
troduction of martial law
because if the Russians
had gone in then they
believed that Reagan
would have taken this as
an  opportunity move
directly into Cuba. They
saw the introduction of
martial law as a lesser evil.

SRS

ribhean!

I stress [ was talking to
lesser officials, this might
a0l be the official Cuban
C1BW,

What impartance did they
put on solidarity from the
British trade umion move-
frient againct these threarc?

Well, they thought it very
importam that we threw
our weight onio the scales
to defend the right of self-
determination of all these
countrics. The declaration
reflects this and is basically
what we achieved.

. .,

Galtieri — a papulist apt:'m" .

General Haie — caught between

Warring
allies

US in trouble in Latin America

By Paul Lawson

THE MALVINAS crisis and the out-
come of the slection in El Salvador are
between them causing a major crisis
for the United States in its strategy for
Latin America.

Two central elements of that
strategy since the advent of the
Reagan administration have been to
secure a first anti-communist alliance
in the ‘southern cone' (Chie, Argen-
tina, Uruguay and including Brazil)
and to give their backing to a ‘harder’
solution in El Salvador — in effect to
back the army.

When Carter was

president s *human
righis” demagopgy 3 :

& Soviel Linion
dealing with these
> appailing humsn rig record
and & na and

QETEE TTHEL

=l £ . 1e5

3 murder of the Americ
Salvador American acms salesw I
Lhe 1979 coup in Fl Salvador, sogineered by
the United Stales who gave the ereen liht to
the voung olficers who carried it our, was
desizned 1o meet the growing challenge of the
workers - movement. by imposing 4 more
‘moderale’ coalition including  the  social
democrits and the Christian Democrats as well
as the armed Forces — in the first Duarte junta.

Reagan and Haig have no such qualms; they
give their uncenditional suppart to the army in
El Salvador while (ryine (o maintain a
‘demecratic’ facade. Before the 1979 coup the
army was racked with corruption; when the
then-president, General Romero, was over-
INrown, some thirly or so senior army officers
went into exile with him. For the LS. the cen-
tral Tigure m the post-coup junta has been
defence minister Jose Guillermo Garcia. Garcia
always had more real power than the president,
Buarre.

But the elections dealt a blow to any
moderate facade for the new régime, with the

startling successes of the fascist ARENA party
and its leader, death-squad godfather Roberto
D Aubuisson. Garcia with the backing of the
United Srates heavied D"Aubuisson io con-
srruet a government which incudes one Chris-
tian Demacrat  vice-president.  They alsa
threatencd D Aubuisson with a military coup if
he tried 10 make himself president.

So the outcome is one where the faction-
ridden political leadership of the Salvadorean
bourgeoisic has created political chaos with
contending leaderships strugpling for power. In
“addition any pretence al @ democraric facade
has completely disintegrated. This can only
strengthen the hand of the 1éft wing opposition

the FDR-FMLHN.

. = r o
Salvadorean soldiars train in US

Given this general disarray of US policy.in
Central America, the Malvinas crists could not
have come at a worse time for the United
Srates. Argentina is crucial [or maintaining the
anti-communist alliance in the southern cone.
The protracted period of fence-sitting by the
United Stales al the outbreak of the conflict
reflected - its desire to keep the alliance with
Argentina tight.

Already the State Deparrment has had mix-
ed feelings abioul the political struggle which
has heen going on inside the Argenlinian armed
Forees, itself reflecting the econamic difficultics
whith Argentina has heen facing,

As the world recession decpens, Argenti-
nian industry has been particularly hit, with a
flovd of American imports and with US capital
making deeper inroads. Thus while the landed

oligarchy have been doing very nicely from the
boom in cereal exports, Lshe urban maszes and
industry have been facing a hard time.
Confronted with indusrrial economic crisis
and mass popular opposition, there is a real
lemptation amang some of the generals o BCr
for a ‘populist” solution. This would involve a
partial political break with the United States,
erecting tariff walls to protect industry with the
hope of partial economic recovery. Thiz iz
neither in the economic nor political interests of
the United States, but unfortunately for them
they have plaved directly into the hands of
those who want 1o follow the ‘populist’
strategy. A purtial political break already exists
with the United States backing Britain in the
Malvinas conflict. The joini mterests of world
inperialism have triumphed over the United
States special interests in Latin America.
Maoreover, in the Organisation of American
Stures, Alexander Haig was received with stony
silence when he called on Argenting to with-
draw from the Malvinas, US relations with
maost of the Latin American regimes have been
damaged — not primarily pecause of moral in-
dignation with the US povernment. but becanse
for pro-US governments, US backing for Bri-
rain makes life much more difficulr in the Face
of massive domestic support for Argentina,

The crisis of US-Argentinian relations has a
very immediate and direct effect on Central
America. The whole pru_i_{:ct, held in readiness
by the United States, of using & joint Latin
American force against the guerrillas in El
Salvadar is now a dead duck. In particular, the
idea that Argentinian troops could be used is
now sunk without trace, :

The overall effect of the Malvinas crisis is
therefore clear. Anti-Us sentiments
thromghont the continent will be strengthened.
The danger that, without the possibility of a
“Latin  Americanisation” of the war in El
Salvador, the US will have to send its own
troops is very real.

Britizh imperialism has done the United
States a very bad turn by sending the task force,
But the overheads of imperialist solidarity were
never cheap.
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Famous Names

boss tries
one over

to put

By Jeoseph Reddick, deputy shop steward
TGEWU Nao 3/246 on behalf of Famous Namas strike

committee

THE FAMOUS NAMES confactionary factory
in Greanbank, Bristol is famous for their li-
gueurs and famous to their employees for their

low wages.

The 350 strong
warkforce has baan on
strike since 16 April
after rejecting on
nUMerous occasions
the company’'s offar of
five per cent.

The latest develop-
ment of the strike is that
the company have tried
to disrupt and break
down the solidarity of
the strikers by sending
out sacrat ballots
without the knowledge
or consent of the union
shop stewards or the
TGWL branch office.

The ballots are based
on false promises and
completaly misisading
information and the ac-
cumpunﬁ'ing letter was
personally signad by
one of tha five directors
running the company.
M Wilmot.

Qur immediate reac-
tion was to call an
ameargancy Mass
meeting on 10 May of
the workforce to give

tham facts concerning
the letterz and what
they were ectually on
strike for.

The mambers wara
also able ic put across
their points of view.

A motion was then
put to the workforce to
continua the strike
which was acceptad
overwhelmingly.

Many members of
tha workforce appeared
on the picketline and
burned  their ballot
sheets in disgust.

We are building
golidarity within the
labour movemant both
in Bristol and Southport
where our sister factory
cama out on strike a
week after us in full sup-
port also rejecting their
pay offar,

Up 1o now solidarity
in the form of finance
and motions of support
and delegations have
baan coming in. Wa call
on our comrades in the

On the picket line at Femous Names

Health workers

labour movamant to
continue with  this
tremendous support.
Flegse  send  donations
und letiers of support 1o Bar-
bara Farthing, 25 Dunster
fgl’ Knowle, Bristol BS54

By Toni Gorton

390 sit-in
at Metal Box

350 ENGINEERING workers are sitting-in their
plant in Shipley West Yorkshire against enforc-
ad redundancies. This is the first real fight over
jobs in the British-based multi-national com-

pany Metal Box,

The unions had agreed
to 27 voluntary redundan-
cies among the manual
workers but over the May
Day weekend the company
posted norices of redun-
dancy to 40 fitters.

According to Hichard
Lee; the works convenor
who iz also combine
secretary the list, ‘just by
chance has threc shop
stewards on it One whom
they've tried to sack four
fimes.

“The: company siys 1l
selected people,' Richard
said ironically, ‘on the
basiz of proven ability and
akills,

“The company has
been - threatening  the
workers with closure and
saving that they won't get
any redundancy pay. The
funny thing i= that the
workforee don'l seem fo
give a damn_

“We're still in occupa-
tion — indefinite. The
company isn't backing
down and we're nol,

“There isn't a factory
in the Metal Baox chain that
hasn't been affected. 9000
jobs have been lost in the
last two years!

‘They're taking invest-
menl abroad,” said
Eichard. ‘They've gone to
South Africa where
Socialist Challenga
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they're  paving  black
workers ten per cent above
starvation level. They clos-
ed down. in Namibia
because of political pro-
blems and have gone to
Chile.

*At the same Lme the
workforce in the UK has
heen held 1o six per cent,
the chairman of Metal
Box, Dennis Allporl, gave
himzelf a 97 per cent rise,
From £34, l.']ﬂ(] to E6T,000.

‘He'said itwas jusii!‘:i-f:d
because he hadn't had an
increase in two years!’

Richard Lee rold
Socialist Challenge that
lots of support has been
coming in from the local
labonr movement. Bob
Cryer, MP for Keighley
has been very helpful as
well “as a3 number of
Labour councillors.

*The other thing is that
West Yorkshire County
Council has shares in
Metal Box so we'll be lob-
bying the sharcholders
meeting in June.

We'll alsa be sending
coaches down to the head
office 1 Reading on 21
May with placards saving
Profits .on the hack of
apartheid,”

Frank Gorton, an
AUEW shop steward at
Metal Box in Hacknew,

g U 8 o

commented on the sit-in
saving, ‘The most signifi-
cant thing is that not only
have Metal Box introduc-
ed compulsory redundan-
cies for the first time but in
making three engineering
shop stewards redundant
they attack the whole com-
hine.

“That the strike has
been made official is a
good thing.  AUEW
members must demand
guick and effective sup-
port from the naticnal
union to win this dispute.

*In recent oocupations
like Laurcnce Scotl and
Slaffa time proved o bhe

n the side of the bosses.

‘The COUFAe0Ns
response by the Shipley
engineers deserves the sup-
port of all trade uniomsts
and members: of the
Labour Party.

1 would hope that all
Mezal Box Iradl.. UnIomsts
will * see |.|lr.l future
employment “is  alse at
stake and pive all support
to ensure a speedy viclory.

T certainly work to
explain the issues and win
support in London  and
urge all Socialist Challenge
readers 10 do the same in
thieir areas.”

For further information, of-
Jicial collection sheots contaet

the Joint  Skop  Siewprds
Committes. cfe A Mackin,
frpasueer, I Wesieliffe
Rood, Shipfey, sy

Yorkshire, Tel (272 550520,

By Dominic Jehnson, NUPE convenar, Churchill
Hoepital, Oxford lin a personal capacity)

THE HEALTHWORKERS' pay struggle has now
raached e critical stage. Angered by tha miserly of-
fers ranging from 4 to 6.4 per cent warkers in all the
major unions have now voted ovarwhelmingly to

take industrial action.

The public employess
unien, NUPE ballot show-
ed an unprecedenred 200-1
majority in favour of ac-
tion for the 12 per cent
claim.

Members of COHSE
have already been (aking
sclective action for two
weeks, and this week they
will be joined by NUPE,
NMALGO and other health
service unions.

The executive of all the
unions now have a clear
mandate to step up the
fight and co-ordinate a

united struggle of all

health workers.
Mevertheless major

problems- exist. In par-

ticular there i= no clear na-
tional focus or strategy
coming from the unions’
leaderships. The members
are being told to reduce the
health service to accident
and emergency (A&LE) ser-
vice only — but how to im-
plement this is being left o
the workers to decide on a

e '-!-:-‘:-:':-":'"C"'\."\. ‘-: B

hospital o hospital basis.
It is a recipe for partial
sectional actions which do
not mvolve the endire
workforce, and which will
rapidly prove fneffective
and demoralizing. In prac-
tice the only way 1o
achieve an ARE service is
for all-out strike action
leaving essential - cover
under workers' control.

But this is not being
spelled out by the union
leaders. Moreover uwnder
today’s conditions
workers are only willing to
strike indefinitely if they
know that the rest of the
workforce nationally s
coming out as well with the
trade union movement
supporting them,

These conditions can
only be achieved if the
UNion execulives adopt @
clear timetable leading to
all ‘out ‘action as soon as
possible.  Unfortunately

no such strategy is for-
further

theoming., A

AU EW elections —

By Pat Hickey

THE AUEW elections for & replacement for

retiring General Secretary John Boyd resulted,

as expected, in a right wing victory. Gavin
Laird beat the Broad Left candidate Ken Brett
but by a much narrower majority than ex-

pected.

In 1978 Terry Duffy
beat Broad Left candidate
Bob Wright by 40,000
voles in the second r:}und,
and in 1980 won an ab-
solute majority in the first
round — which was un-
doubtedly the worst defeat
ever [or the Teft.

Laird's majority of
1,062 indicates the beginn-
ing of a shift 1o the left al
the base of Lhe union, The
right wing course pursped
by Bovd and Duffy has
alienated many militanis

and brought more and
more of the shop floor into
conflict with their union
leaders.,

A significant element
in the move to the left has
been the campaigns run by
the Laurence Scoft strike
Comunllees.

Laurence Scolo showed
how an activisl campaign
cowld be run throughout
the union. And it showed,
CONLTary (o the pessimism
of many in the Broad Lefy,
that there were imporiant

,-if

Photo: TERRY STEWART

critical stage

ominous development has
been the call for arbitra-
tion by the TUC health
services commitiee.

So far the government
has rejected this but if
serious action gers under-
way they might reconsider

in order Lo defuse the
struggle.
Arbitration means

abandomng the claim for
another one or two per
cent maximum.

One day strike
called for 19 May

THE TUC Haalth Ser-
vicas Commitiee is call-
ing for a national ane
day strike for Wadnas-
day 19 May and two
hour stoppages every
Thursday after that.

Health workers,
thousands of whom earn
less than £6(0 cannot afford
less than 12 per cent, 5ot
is vital that the union
negotiators are forced to
drop thiz call.

-'-" "'-'-" s

forces al the base of the
union that can be mobiliz-
ed for a fight given the cor-
rect lead.

From that. poiat of
view the campaign that the
Broad Left Tan Wis an og-
porfunity missed. Brelt’s
campaign was a very low
profile atfair, focussed on
the need {0 ‘adjust the
balance® on the National
Committee,

Ken Brett's response to
Laird's narrow viclory was
to talk abowur legal action.
While there s no doubt
thal there are grounds for
suspecting  the  results,
given the way in which the
count 15 handled (Boyd's
appointess handled it and
there were no indépendent

Widespread rank and
file opposition in NUPE
has mnow caused Alan
Fisher to retract his earljer
support for arbitration.

The TUC health ser-
VICES comnutles must now
fall into line and make it
clear that nothing less than
12 per cent will do!

Because of these defi-
ciencies at national level, a
strong rank and file lcader-
ship must  be formed
rooted in the mass sirug-
gles ar local level, and
capable of organising sul-
ficient pressure for all out
national action.

The first steps lowards
this have seen the emerg-
ence of a group, Health-
workers for the Full Claim
with influence in many
regions of the country.

Supporters  of this
group lobbied both the
NUPE executive on 6 May
and the TUC health ser-
vices commitiee on 10 May
demanding nalional action
and no arbitration.,

For further information wmd
o copies of s bullerin cos
ract Anna Lunis, Atherton
(MM2-BF7 206, or  Domimic
Joinson, Orford Q585-4T7624,

A0 A
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Opportunlty mlssed

serutineers)  legal action
would be totally wrong,

Bringing the bosses’
courts into union affairs is
aiwavs 4 threat to the in-
dependence of the unions
and ‘this is even more the
case at the moment with
the Tories attempting (o
aftack the union mowve-
ment through the courts,

How can the left argue
for the courts to be kept
out if they themselves use
them? And' using the
courts ta resalve this mat-
ter takes the Broad Lefl
away Trom the real issue —
campaigning among the
members to buld a mass
reform current based on
the strugele azainst the
Tories.



By Stuart Sleath

KIGASS BOSS, Arthur

Wardman, saw a

policeman accept a sweet from one of the
pickets outside his factory in Leamington Spa
and complained that the police were not being

impartial,

The dispute over union
recognition and pay rales
is now in its filth week and
the demands of the sirikers
look no closer o being
met. Wardman scend a let-
ter to cach siriker trying 1o
refute many of their claims
over working conditions
and health and safety ar-
rangements.

¢ also threarened that
if the strike goes on much
longer there will be ‘no
jobs o retura to’.

The decision to make
the strike official has been
endorsed by the AUEW
national “executive  com-
mittee and strike pay will
ke available soon.

The Covenlry  West
AUEW: District Commit-
tee has passed a motion 1o

introduce a 5p per week
levy on all ‘its members.
This will add another £10
per week to the strike pay,

They have  alsa
organised a demonsiration
in support of the strkers
through the strests of
Leamington on Saturday
15 May.

Assemble ar the Pimp Koom
Gardens I10.30am with g mass
picker  of he  Leamingion
plant at 12 noon.,

Supported By Leamingfon
and  Warwick Constifuency
Lahour Pariy. Leamingion
Trades  Council and  many
lixcal shop stewards commii=
toas, Mass pickers are held
every Saturday ar 5.30am ar
the Warwick factory and Zam
i Legrmington.

ON 4 MAY the prosecuting counsel, Paul Ken-
nedy, finally opened the crown's case against
the Bradford 12, Asian youths who are charged
with conspiring to make explosives during last

year's youth uprisings.

Kennedy addressed a jury that doesn’t in-
cluda one person from Bradford although it
now has five black jurors.

When the chants of the
Bradford 12 campaigners
protesting  outside  was
heard inside the cour-
troom, he told the jury
‘not to he deflected” by
such protests and added
that ‘the fact that the
defendents come from
Asia has nothing to do
with whether they are guil-
t¥ or innocent’,

Kennedy gave the pro-
secution an account of
how four delendents were
arrested in Bradford city
centre on the night of 11
July — Tarlochan Gata-
Aura, Tarig Al Giovanni
Singh. Sabit Hussain,

They were all charzed
with public order offences

Tﬁa prosecution
allapes that Tarig Ali had
arranged a meeting on 11
July at which it was agreed
to make perrol hombs for
use dgainst people and
property. The arrest of the
“leading conspirators’ had
prevented the plot being
carried out.

The remaining eight
were arrested as investiga-
tians proceeded after the
discovery of bombs, found
hidden in the undergrowth

around &t Luke's
Hospiral.
By the end of last

week, [ive pelice witnesses
had appeared for the pro-
secution and becn Cross-
examined. These were the
officers who had made the
arrests on the Ilth and
Chief Inspector Ellis, who
had been in charge of
operations that day.

COne of the officers, PC
Manning served 15 vears in
the Rhﬂﬁesian police force
before coming to Britain
in February 1981 and join-
ing the Bradford force.

Al these witnesses say
that those arrested were
part of a crowd of youths
wha had gathered in the ci-
ty centre and shouted
things such as ‘kill the
bastards® at the police and
‘we're gonna have z riot’.

However, Mr Keece,
counsel  for Giovanni
Singh and Saeed Aminm,
got  Inspector  Inspeclor
Ellis to admit that ‘kill the
bastards’ was not taken up
as a chant.

Also, while PC Irvine
and Inspector Ellis both
said in court that they
hedrd a chant of ‘we'rc
ponna have a riol' tus
doesn't appear in Inspec-
tor Ellis’ onlv statement
(dictated on 18 August
from memory) and PC Ir-
vine included it for the
first time in his second
statement made on 14
Anpusn.

All the police officers
deny having known Tarig
Ali and Tarlochan Gata-
Aura before their arrest,
despite the fact that both
were prominent in cam-
paigns such as those on
Behalf of Anwar Dilta and
CGeorge Lindg, They also
cluim lack of knowledge of
any fears within the Asian
community that weekend
of attacks by racists and
fascists. Yer the evidence
to support the contention
that such  fears ‘were
widespread and justified is
averwhelming.

A bulletin produced by
the defence campaign
headed ‘self defence is no
affence’ details some of
the allacks that occurred
in Bradford last summer
and aurumn.

Among the incidents in
1881:

10 July: Asian man stabbed
and rohbed. Another Asian

e
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Mass pickets are being organised fo

threatencd with & knife. Two
whire youths arrested.

24 July: Two Asian homes
gutted by firebombz., Two
white men charged and releas-
ed immediately on bail.

14 July: Azian schoolboy at-
tacked by 40 white vouths
with a petrol bomb. Oniy two

charged with stealing
edrol and assault, ;
orthcoming  campaign

events include a women's
picket on 14 May, trade
union picket on 19 May
and on 26 May a picket
for campaign groups bas-

Bradford 12 trial ge
underwa

By Paul Hutchinson in Leeds

i

ed in the black communi-
Ly,

© Linda Vaughan, a
member of Leeds Trades
Council  executive  iold
Socialist Challenge:
‘Leeds  Trades Council
supporis the Bradford 12
and T urge all trade
unionists to support the
campaign and in particular
the trade union mass
picket on 19 May.

Finally the dependants
are not recciving any sup-

r 14,719 and 28 May

plementary
please send donations to
the campaign to help out.

benefits,

Make chegques out o)
Bradford 12 Defence Fund,
Send messages of support and
obrain bulierins at £am 1y
Jrom the Bradford 12 Na-
tinnal Mobilising Commiltee,
Box JK, 5% Cookridge 5i,
Leeds 2. Tel 0532-439500.

Send relaprams of nratest
fo Justice  Beaumont, and
suppart o Defence Council af
Leads Crown Court, Noo 2,
Town Hall, Leeds.
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A lot the same
as Kigass women

I'M A MEMEBER of the National Union of
Hosiery and Knitwear workers and many of
my co-workers saw several similarities bet-
ween our situation and your report on the
Kigass workers in SC 243.

Like the Kigass womean we also are very
low paid. Qur take homea pay ranges from £24
ta £43 for a 40 hour waek and like the women
wa ara inaxperianced intrade union work and
very few of us have been on strike.

But this does not mean that woman da not
fight back even when they ara in a union like
the NUHKW which gives us no leadership.

This was illustrated last week when the
button sewers demanded a higher piece rate
for new work than that imposed by the
management without the consent of the
waorkers.

The union gave no support to the women
and on their own initiative they completely
blacked the work from going or lsaving any
sections of the shopfloor and refusad all
negotiations with tha managament until the
rata had been increased from 23p per dozen
to at least 36p.

Because the union still refused to back the
women and organise them they only got 32p.

To us, this struggle shows several things:
that women will fight not just the bosses but
also the union bureaucracy, and that the
bosses didn't just give in because of generosi-

The bosses make such enormous profits
that they could double the rate. Had the
women's militant action been allowed to
spread around it would have brought the fac-
tory to 8 complete halt in a matter of hours.

You can be sure that women in Mansfield
Hosiery Mills will continue the struggle
against the bosses like the Kigass workers!

N SHORNE
Mansfield

e

i\latinnal UK Palestine
Solidarity Rally

Saturday 15 May

Assemble Hyde Park, Speakers Corner at 12.30
arid march to Trafolgar Sguare
Crrganised by the London office of the Palestine Libera-
tion Organisation.

Transpart from Birmingham leaves from Sparkhall,
Aston University and Birmingham University at 2.30am

Caalan

The Mawrice Ludmer Memorial Meeting

Racism today — what
itis and how to fight it

Speakers include; Martin Barker, author of The

Mew Racism: Anwar Ditta; David Edgar; Paul
Gilroy; A Sivanandan; and Veronica Werr. Sear-
chiight.
Friends Meaating House, opposite Euston
Euston Rd, London NWT
Saturday 16 May, 2to fpm
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SELLERS”
SUBSCRIPTIONS

Do vou regulariy buy vour Socialist Challenge
[from ane of our selfers? [f you do why not take oul
one of our Sellers” Subscriprions. Because we
don’t have ro pay postage we are able ro offer
subscriprions af @ fower rare — £5.30 for g vear ar
£330 for six months,

All you have to do is to complete the form
below and return it with the money to SCD, PO
Box 50, London NI and vour seller will then
deliver if o you each week.

I wish to lake out @ SELLER'S SUB to Socialist
Challenge

I want a I year/6 monih sub*

I enciose £9.50/£5.50"
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*Nefete a5 NECESSArY.
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By Hazel McPherson

McCAR
CON TRICK

s i z _-_:.:' .

THE LONG awaited Tribunal ruling on flexible
rostering has finally been published. Decision
number 77, as it will be known, rules firmly in
favour of flexible rostering. It goes on to en-
courage progress on other ways of speeding
up and intensifying railworkers’ jobs,

In an attempt 10 give
the ruling a sense of
fairness and  objectivity
which it does not possess,
MeCarthy has laid great
strezs.  on 3 ooseroofF
safeguards supposedly
desizned to deal with the
traindrivers. ‘fears and
eoncerns’

Wihile ruling in favour
af  the board and “the
government, MeCarthy
pretends - 1o be making
cancessions to the drivers.

® The majority of

{urns shauld not be ghove
elght houwry and not more
than 20 per cent showld be
above eight and g haff." In
facl 20 per cent of tirng
above eight and a half
hours. would - adequately
meet management's needs
in terms of flexibility and
lay the basis for worse to
COme.
® There should be ng in-
cregse i the number of
Herns signing o and off
hetween  midnishe  and
Jam.“In fuct the real pro-
blems. begin al | Sam
because most  workers
have to leave home at 2am
or 3am in the morning to
go 1o work Fora 5am start.
So this safeguard will not
deal with the problem of
unsocial howrs.
& Nosiered rast daps will
be grargriieed. Anyvone in
any other industry would
not see the guaranteeing of
i resl day 4s 8 concession,
but more of a right.

@ Thery should be no
significan: varfarion in e
average earning level of
drivers. However, if the
guaranteed day is lost ear-
nings will tnevitably fall,
Drivers will be working
langers hours for po exira
pay. And that is the point
of the whole exercise.
MeCarthy pretends o
offer a sweetener by pro-
posing that flexible roster-
ing be negotiated at Jocal
level with a review after 6
months; if no  agree
ment 5 reached, that item
will be deferred. This is
precizely  the agreement
that NUR members
already have, In facl most
of the so-called safegonards
are already written into the
MNUR sgrecment under the
heading of ‘goidelines’,

If the rraindrivers'
union, ASLEF, accepis
these proposals, its

members will be in* the
same- dublous position ds
WNUR mambers,

Many guards took the
opporiunity of the drivers’
one day actions o express
their  rejection of  the
NUR's deal,

_ This aspecr of the rul-
ing provides ‘a face-saver
for the NUR leadership.
But we should take nole
that all iz not well in that
quarter cither, Last week
at a meeting with the
Board to discuss extra pay-
ment for those affected-by
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flexible rostering, the
NWUR  was ol that
poeause acinal savings on-
Iy -amounted 1o 5p per day
per guard, pavments and
other rewards were in
doubt, What price
sufc:&uurd.s then?

‘e must understand
that the Board and the
sovernment have- a long-
term plan for the raillway
industry  which involves
the lozs of 40,000 jobs by
1983, And -as the Doty
Telepraph pointed it last
Fridav, ‘That means tak-
ing on  and defearing
ASLEF.

Finally, McCarthy gets
down to the niry-gritty
with the problem of mann-
ing. The Board wanls Nex:
ible rostering firstly  in
orderto get more work for
less ‘pay. Sceondly to lay
the ground for drastic cuts
in jobs. At present. all
turps-of cight hours and
over have s} e
doublemanned. Under the
new proposals (s - does
not apply il nine hours
and over. The result will he
4 reduction in traindrivers
assistants jobs,

ASEEF Cieneral
Secretary Ray Buckton's
response so far tothe ded-
sion has been weakened.
He has concentrated on
the unworkability of local
nepoliations. Hopefully he
will 20 oh-to uree the
ASLEF conference next
week 1o imstruct  the
mermbership nol (o take
part in any such negotia-
[1oms.

All railworkers must
undersiand that decision
77 15 an attempt by the
Tribunsl to pull wool aver
our eyes. I offers us
nothing and comes downf
firmly on the side of the
Board ‘and the Tories.

Raffway angineering

this wholessle attempt at job dastruction are hundreds

slsewhara.

workers demonstrating in Swindon Isst Friday,

7 May. Involved in

of young apprenticas who will not find jobs

Horwich loco works: the war at home

TWO THOUSAND workers at Horwich BR
Engineering in Lancashire attended a mass
meeting on & May, called to oppose the
threatened closure of the loco works. The
meeting was addressed by deputy convenor
Dennis Green and two local MPs.

Brennis Green explain-
ed that the threatened
closure would increase the
town’s unemployment by
half. He promised that the
Stewards® coOmmitties
would  accepl no redun-
dancies. He argued that
the workforce should not
sell their jubs for they are
the future jobs of today's
school  kids. And he

mnted out that the rown
ad been built around the
works 100 vears ago, and
the works remadins the
town's main employer,

During the: previows
two  days committee
meetings uf the Mational
Union of Railwavinen and
the Confed BR Engineers

had taken place. The Con-
fed had passed a resolu-
tion calling for strike ac-
tion if BR proposals on
closures and redundancies
are not withdrawn. They
also ealled upon the labour
movement to fight for in-
vestment 1o BR, the
backbone of the country’s
transpart  system. T?l(le
MUK had passed a similar
resolution.

At the 6 May meeting,
Dennis Green dema_ndeﬁi
BR explain theirr closure
decizion. He stated that .
the problem iz years of
under-investment: the in-
dustry needs investment
rather than cutbacks and
redundancies. The fight is

for all rail-related -
dustry, he warned. For the
planned closure is part of
an overall plan, not just ro
cut 6,000 jobs, but to close
3,060 miles of track and to
introduce one-person
tratns. This could mean
15-20,000 redundancies in
the next four vears In
1962, there were 30 main
workshops employing
75,000, Today, there are
12 cmploying 35,000,

Dennis Green pointed
out that BR's overall plan
will reduce the number of
main workshops to four or
five, and will mean the de-
skilling of the workforce
and privatisation of the in-
dustry. The Haorwich
works has had £4.5 million
spent on il in the Jast three
vears, and is thus a prime
target for privatisation,
Also, BR have not kept to
the spirit of the 39-hour
week: 40 hours work is
done in 39 hours.

Management  believe
they can get away with
their plans, he said, by us-
ing high unemployment (o
undermine a fight-back.

The effect on the
public of BR's proposals
will be noticeable. Mot on-
Iy will the services be
reduced, but the rolling
stock will be older and less
comfortable.  Two-thirds
of diesel and electrical
multiple units are 20 1o 30
years old and have already
outhved Lher service life.
What the public have to
face, concluded Dennis
Green, 15 not just lack of
comfort bul unsale {rains.

Meanwhile, elsewhere,
the closure of the Shilden
works will have the same
effect on unemployment
in the Durham area. I,
together with the Consett
steel closure, would con-
linue the destruction of

that  area’s  industry.
Shilden’s  unemployment
would rise to 30 per cent.
The workforce there is as
committed to fight the
closure as the Horwich
workforce.

Labour Party depury
leader Denis Healey has
publicly pledged the par-
ty's support for the lggl-
wich workers. Local MP
Roger Stott has moved a
parliamentary  resolution
which has been signed by
over B0 MPs and another
120 are expected to SIg.,

The workforce and
their leaders are determin-
ed to fight closure and
redundancies. Dennis
Green promised: *We'll go
all the way. We're in [or a
fight. We've pot to. We'll
either get the jackpot or
the booby prize. There's
no way we'll get the booby
prize.”
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