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Frank and
Sid share a
joke at the
TUC. But
they didn't
get it all
their own
way...See
page 4

Back the 24 hour strike
on September 22

Join the Health workers
Grand March:
September 22.
Assemble

Jubilee Gardens,
(behind County Hall)
London SE1

11.30am.

March to Hyde Park

for rally 2 — 4pm.




Editorial

PO Box 50, London N7 2XP
Phone 359 8180 {Newsdesk), 359 8371 (distribution)

‘The Fire Below’

THE RESULTS of last week’s Trade Union
Congress reveal two striking features of the
labour movement today.

The first is that there is a tremendous fire
beiow in the ranks of the trade unions — a
burning desire tc see a fight with the Tories
and to score somie victories.

Only one trade union leader, Frank Chap-
ple, dared to openly defy the overwhelming
desire of the trade union movement to back
the healthworkers through his dumb in-
solence from the Congress platform.

The second cardinal feature is that there is
a rumbling crisis of leadership of the unions.
The vote to change the compasition of the
General Council to favour the right wing;
then the vote for 22 September; the rejection
of incomes policy followed the same day by
the acceptance of the TUC/Labour Party plan
which implies that very policy.

The trade union leadership is being forced
to face both ways on nearly every single
aspect of its policy — caught between an em-
bittered membership and a ferocious Tory
government.

Only one of the trade union leaders —
Scargill — who dominated the platform of the
TUC came near to approaching the type of
strategy naeded against the Tories.

Arthur Scargill however represents a tiny
minority of the trade union leadership who
are prepared for a fight with Thatcher. And
the odds are that over the next period this
section will become even smaller.

The changes in the General Council mean
that many of the potential allies for a ‘broad
left’ on the leadership of the TUC have been
eliminated. A strategy which relies on
gradually increasing the influence of the left
in the high command of the union movement
is at the very least an impractical one for the
foreseeable future.

No, the eyes have to be on the ranks. The
only way in which the threats made by
Scargill against the Tory government can be
translated into reality is through the
systematic organisation and mobilisation of
these forces in the unions willing to fight.

The potential for such a confarence was
revealed by the raily called in defence of the
Militant at the Wembley Conference Centre
last Saturday.

Unfortunately Militant, both by inclination
and capacity, wers unable to transiate the oc-
casion into anything more than an impressive
showing of opposition to the witch-hunt.

Both Scargill and Tony Benn do have the
ability to call a congress of the left, both to
fight the Tories and the right wing of the
movement who are acting to obstruct the
fight.

This is the next step for the Bennite move-
ment. At the TUC conference Tony Benn
unveiled his strategy of not challenging the
leadership of the party before the next
general election and exposing the
manoeuvres of the right to dump Foot in
favour of Shora.

The question that should be asked on the
left of the Party is not whether this tactical
ploy is correct, but rather how has the left
become so weakened that its Ieadership is
forced to support the man who leads the
witch-hunt against it.

Similar considerations apply as in the
trade unions. Benn’s influence is growing
weaker and weaker in the leadership of the
party — in line, albeit after a lag, with
changes taking place in the trade unions. But
Benn’s support inside the rank and file of the
party remains undiminished.

An intransigent attitude towards the in-
evitable introduction of the register — name-
ly a refusal to tolerate expulsions on the basis
of the register can only be backed up by
organisation of the left, starting at the rank
and file basis, both in the Labour Party and in
the unions. Refusal to organise on this basis
has meant that Benn has been forced to
retreat.

Both the Militant conference and the con-
ference initiated by Hackney CLP to discuss
action against the register are steps in the
right direction, but as isolated events they
cannot start to turn the tide in the labour
movement.

Joint trade union and Labour Party action
to force the Tories from office is not a pipe
dream, as the support that is building up for
22 September shows. But the principle of
joint action between both arms of the labour
movement must be extended towards the
principle of organising the feft’s.

Then the fire below will start to take on an
organised expression. And then the Toriss
will really start to sweat.
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2,600 against the witch-hunt at Wembley

Militant show of
strength

By Brian Heron

‘I CAN reveal the source of financing of the Militant,’
said Ray Apps making the financial appeal at the
September 12 Labour Movement Conference against
the Witch-hunt. ‘We are financed by the aims of in-
dustry. They are so desperate about the state of the
British economy they have come over to the na-
tionalisation of the 250 monopolies.’

Apps’ cracks were a
welcome relief in what was
becoming a ritual denun-
ciation of the Tories ‘and
their terrible capitalist
system.” Almost every
speaker selected from the
2,600 strong rally was a
supporter of Militant.

Pat Wall, prospective
parliamentary candidate
for Bradford NE, opened
the conference after
remarks from the chair,
Tony Saunois, He referred
to previous witch hunts in
the Party, flourishing a
photocopy of the front
page of the Express from
June 1950. Sir Thomas
Williams of the GMWU
had described Foot and
the Tribune Group as
‘wreckers and destrovers.’
Williams feared for the
future electoral prospects
of the Party.

Dirty

‘But the witch-hunt
will not succeed,” said
Wall. ‘Today the ranks are
far more left and far more
socialist than they were in
the 1950’s.” He went on
‘there are over 50 delegates
from Bradford North here
today and that is no ac-
cident.’

Tony Mulhearn, the
next platform speaker,
told his audience that ‘it
was no accident that Peter
Shore was getting his hair
cut. When Foot has done
the dirty work he will be
cast aside like a squeezed
lemon.’

Mulhearn read from
two letters he had received
from Foot after Foot’'s
visit to Toxteth last year.
‘Dear Tony’ chimed Foot,
‘I hope it is not too long
before I can visit you

again...’ ‘Now he’s going
to expell me’ said
Mulhearn.

Kevin Roddy of

Washington East CLP,
the recent victor in the
CPSA elections, drew con-
ference attention to the

trade unions. Together
with another speaker from
the floor —. Alan Shaw
from East Kilbride AUEW
— he pointed out that the
witch hunt was also under-
way in the unions. A later
speaker from the POEU
explained that he was
under ban not to attend.
‘But I'm here, I'm fighting
and I'm with friends.’

Bans
In later speeches from
the platform Les

Huckfield and Ken Liv-
ingstone made plain that
in their view ‘Constituency
Labour Parties must com-
mit themselves now not to
implement any
disciplinary measures
flowing from the register.’

This pressure proved
imporiant, as earlier in the
proceedings Militant
speakers had said that it
would be wrong to press
the struggle to the point of
dissafiliation.

Ammendments in-
cluding this point were
passed to the statement

ut in front of Conference

y Militant. The original
statement called for

® ‘A fight for a united
struggle against the Tories
to secure the election of a
Labour Government com-
mitted to socialist policies.
@ ‘Campaign for total
opposition to the register
at the forthcoming Labour
Party Conference and
beyond.

® ‘Oppose any expulsion
of Militant supporters or
any socialist from the
Labour Party for the ideas
they hold, and the in-
troduction of any bans,
proscriptions or any other
witch-hunting  activities,
and defend the right of
CLP’s to select parliamen-
tary candidates of their
choice.

® ‘Secure the election of
an NEC opposed to witch
hunts committed to fight

JOIN THE FIGHT FOR
SOCIALISM

If you would like to be put in touch with
Socialist Challenge supporters in your area or
would like more information fill in the form
below

Union/CLP (if any).....
Send to: Socialist Challenge, PO Box
50 London N1 ZXP

D

.................................

for Conference decisions
and Labour’s socialist
aspirations as stated in
clause 4, part 4, of the par-
ty constitution.’

Amendments were ac-
cepted to include support
for CLPs who refused to
implement disciplinary
measures, and to expand
the completely Militant
dominated steering com-
mittee. The amendmerits,
from Brent East CLP, in-
cluded support for
Hackney North’s Con-
ference which is scheduled
for 30 October and backed
by 15 other CLPs.

This was opposed by

Mulhearn, summing up
for Militant, as
‘premature’ and ‘Too

close to this conference.’
This point of the Brent
amendment was over-
whelmingly defeated.

Most of those 1 spoke
to who were not sup-
porters of the Militant
agreed that the Con-
ference was a tremendous
show of strength, and a
real blow to attempts to
uproot Militant from the
Labour Party.

Estimates offered on
attendence at the Ilun-
chtime press conference by
Tony Saunois were: 1,622
delegates from various
tvpes of Labour Party
bodies, 412 delegates from
trade unions, and 642
visitors. But despite many
platform references to the
idea that what was
assembled ‘was the real
Labour Party,” we saw an
alarming lack of ideas and
perspectives in the Con-
ference proceedings.

Calls

There was much in the
way of the need for ‘decent
holidays for working
people’ as the Isle of
Wight delegate movingly
explained — but little in
the way of a clear cut state-
ment of the battle plan.

Militant appeared
reconciled to some level of
expulsions. Several
speakers explained the
policy. ‘The great majority
of Militant supporters will
remain inside the Labour
Party...if they expel one,
ten will take their
place...those expelled...-
will continue to fight for
Labour candidates.’
(Peter Taafe, Militant
editor.)

The message coming
from Conference, not least
in the way it was organis-
ed, appeared to be that the
way to combat the witch-
hunt was to join Militant.
‘Without the Militant sup-
porters. the WS '35
nothing’ said Theresa
Wrack from the YS Na-
tional Committee. The
witch-hunt, it seemed, was
really a contest between
the Militanr and Labour’s
leadership.

But such a contest
would in the end be no
contest at all. Despite the
size of the Conference, the
witch-hunt in the Labour
Party and unions will pro-
ceed. The power to throw

en Livingstone
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‘Constituency Labour Parties must commit

themselves now not
disciplinary measures

register.’

to implement any
flowing from the

Left wing organises

The following leaflet was widely distributed at
the Wembley Conference

UNITE AGAINST THE WITCH-HUNT!

The undersigned CLPs met on September 4th to discuss
the fightback against the witch-hunt.

The meeting

decided on the need for the broadest possible response
to the attempt to implement a register and force through
expulsions. To this end we are organising a conference
on October 30th at County Hall, of CLP delegates and
delegates from constituency branches, affiliated trade
union branches, YS branches, womens sections and

sions!

Hackney North CLP
Newham North West CLP
Hackney North CLP
Wood Green CLP
Vauxhall CLP

Norwood CLP

Ealing, Southall CLP
Brent South CLP
Richmond, Barnes CLP

other affiliated organisations.

ORGANISE THE LEFT!

We appeal to everyone attending this rally today to go
back to their labour movement bodies and start fo cam-
paign for a united response throughout the left, to bring
together all those who want to fight the witch-hunt.

This is not the time to ‘keep our heads down’,
We must clearly fight to defeat the register, to resist any
attempis at expulsions, to maintain the right to publish,
to organise and to fight for socialist policies,

The left must be clear — reject the register! No expul-

SUPPORT THE
OCTOBER 30TH CONFERENCE!

p.p. Labour parties against the witch-hunt.
60 Ferndale Rd., London SW4.

St Pancras South CLP
Newham North West CLP
Peckham CLP

Croydon North East CLP
Paddington CLP

Dulwich CLP

Luton East CLP
Greenwich CLP

Islington South CLP

it back is there: but it calls
for an alliance that stret-
ches across all the labour
left and beyond to the
mass movement now in
struggle against the Tories,
who have much at stake in
the policies of the Labour
Party Conference in recent
years.

One simple measure
would go some way to
reaching out to the mass
movement, and several
CLPs have already taken
it; the calling by CLPs of
rallies of all local affiliated
organisations to win sup-
port for intransigence in
the face of the witch-hunt.
The Militant conference
was a very succesful show
of force — but has not yet
begun to construct that
alliance.

A second vital step is to
build now for the con-
ference on 30 October in
the local parties, unions,
womens’ sections and
YS's.

Leaflets advertising the
rally are now available from:
60 Ferndale Road, London
SW4 or 28 Beatty Road, Lon-
don N1
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Black and white on red
background 25p plus p&p;
orders over 50, 15p post
free. Send your orders in
now to PO Box 50, Lon-
don N1 2XP. Cheques and
POs to Brent Readers
Group.
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WITH OVER a week still to go before the ‘Jobs
not bombs’ youth march starts its trek to the
Labour Party Conference in Blackpool, 119
marchers have signed up to go. Many others
are only awaiting their sponsorship from a
labour movement body to be finalised. Spon-
sorship has accelerated since the announce-
ment of the 22 September day of strike action.
This is a North West The march begins on
event, but it has attracted 23 September but nearly
marchers from all over the  all the marchers will be
country. Protestors will be down in London in their
arriving from as far apart bright orange jackets for
as Brighton and Glasgow. the mass TUC demonstra-
And large numbers of tion in solidarity with the
trade union, factory, health workers on the
Labour Party and CND  Wednesday. The march
organisations are backing organisers will be pro-
them. The latest to come viding transport to take
include the Transport and  health workers to the lob- NO CRUISE
General Workers Nol by of the Labour Party MISSIES ¥ )
branch (who are sponsor- conference. A
ing two marchers), Massey The final details for ;
Ferguson, Manchester, each day are now being
workplace CND branch  finalised. On the Friday
(two marchers), South when the march reaches
Lancs Trades Council (1 Preston, the Greyhound
marcher) and the ASTMS  stadium has been booked
827 (ICL) branch (two for a welcoming gig. Help
marchers). force Labour leaders to
e act. Join us on the march.
€ organisers also i .
report that a number of .MPhona UF e o
areas in the country are u .IST' S'.cudents
roviding transport to Union, Sackville St.,
erry people to either the Manchester 1
tS;uu.rday gr Sungay leg }?f (061-236 9114 ex48) or
e march to boost the i i
mass Labour CND lobby "cl:llm' éﬂ rt SWIR‘Inan
which will provide the 056, SIOrton, an-
culminating point of the Chester (061-236
march. 9114).

YOUTH
MARCH
jobs
not
bombs

Blackpool

Manchester
sept 23
> Blackpool

Sept 26. Youth have been in the forefront of protesting the siting of cruise missiles in Britain

Slave labour ‘super’- Tebbi

By Brian Grogan

NORMAN ‘on your bike’ Tebbit, Tory minister
for creating unemployment has just released
further details of his new youth training
scheme, which replaces YOPs next year.
300,000 youth are to be paid £25 per week to
produce cheap products for sale in special fac-
tories. Tebbit quipped ‘l instance this as part of
the ingenuity that is being devoted to finding
new concepts’.

The ‘new concept’ of Korean workers who are
course, isnotnewatall. Its  also facing  massive
called making a quick unemployment through
buck off the backs of  something called the world

young people and under-  recession. That is, through
mining trade unions into the inevitable workings of
the bargain. an economy based on pro-
duction for profit.
Unde rcut What is needed is

stronger trade unions, to

Tebbit originally billed ~ Which all the youth in
his new youth scheme as a training schemes should
way of giving youth ‘high  belong. Because stronger
quality college and work unions can increase the
experience’. But nowsome  confidence of the working
bright spark who refuses  class to the point not only
to be named because heis  Of defending themsleves
so proud of his ‘new con-  against slave labour condi-
Cept’has proposed that the tions, but of Iaking the
youth be set to work in economy out of the hands

SUBSCRIBETO REVOLUTION

Subscribe to REVOLUTION — the best | want to subscribe to REVOLUﬂO_h

%};?ala ns?sc;ps ;gdundse(;'gfﬁ g{;gt’epigléléglgg a%cll_ I#g;‘l& w?y "o! finding out about the anti- for 1 year/6 months.
I - missile movement, the fightback
Korean products. Tebbit instead of profit. In such a against the Tories, for a campaigning | enclose a postal order/cheque fo

has described the scheme  Situation we would all have
as ‘super’. a job and a decent stan-
dard of living.

and democratic LPYS, and the strug- £3.50/£1.75.
gles of youth all over the world.

The Tebbit ‘idea’ mat- = S i L OO T T e
s = Send £3.50 for a year's subscription (at

g?gfr : oulge‘ril}ec;i? Yoﬁfﬁ h:;: U nion iIse least 9 issues) or £1.75 for six months (5
unemployed, Tebbit has issues). PAOBOER ~ iy o s S prids
opined ‘because in asking Rt
for a living wage, they The message of the Send in this completed formwithyour .. ... . ... .. ... ... . i iiiiiinne..
price themselves out of the ~ North West youth march money to: REVOLUTION (D), PO Box
market’. Unemployment  for ‘Jobs not Bombs’ will 50, London N1 2XP.

Tick if you also want more informa

in Tebbitland is the result  be for the labour leaders to
Write for internafional rates. tion about our activities ......

of grasping youth and  fight to implement their
strong trade unions. He  policy for full unionisation
should tell this idea to  Of these schemes and also L e i
Taiwanese and South  forunion rates forthe job.  Thatcherite wrecker, Norman Tebbit
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Vicss Evans and Arthur Scarg” gset great greating from strik?hg hea
At the 1982 TUC Congress, miners president

Arthur Scargill

echoed

the feelings of

thousands when he thundered ‘We need ac-
tions not words’. Speaking against the Tebbit
bill he declared ‘We don’t want a debate on the
clauses but about mobilising and organising to

defeat it.

It means taking direct action not passing
raesolutions. There is only one response we can
have and that is to defy the law. If we build
strike action for 22 September we will be show-
ing we are not prepared to accept the legisla-

tion’.

With other debates at
the Congress, this
registered a mood of de-
fiance and frustration with
the toothless record of the
TUC General Council.

Moving the succesful
anti-Tebbit resolution that
‘industrial action is im-
perative’, Tony Dubbin of
the National Geographical
Association said, *We’ve
had our publicity cam-
paign. This motion calls
for a change of direction in
how to fight. What
disturbs me was the silence
in Congress House over
Sean Geraghty. The mov-
ment expects leadership
from you and it deserves
it.?

Cuts

These sentiments were
echoed throughout the
Congress as delegate after
delegate declared ‘enough
is enough’ in the face of
redundancies, closures
and wage cuts. POEU
delgates reported a one
day strike of telecom-
munications workers in
October against privatisa-
tion. Mick McGahey an-
nounced ‘We will go into
action if necessary to save
jobs and I hope the Triple
Allianece will stand by us.’

special trains.

jail long.

leadership?

“TUChavefailedto
lead’-staff nurse.

Interview with a staff nurse at Nether
Edge hospital, Sheffield.

How much do you take homa?

£62-3 per week after reductions.

What has been thae level of support for
previous actions in Sheffield?

It’s been very good. The laundry and sterile sup-
plies have been kept out for some time on full pay.
During the days of action accident and emergency
are the only services which have been maintained
in the major hospitals.

What's been done to build for the 22nd?

In Nether Edge we’re having a series of 2-hour
pull-outs with no notice to management. On the
22nd itself everyone will be out. For the national
rally in London we have 1,000 places booked on

Do you think solidarity helps?

It does a lot of good. It shows what we’re looking
for, It strengthens morale among health workers,
and makes people see that the rest of the working
class are on our side, and we’re not on our own.
Do you think Tebbit's law will have an effect
on solidarity action?

It should be ignored. People expect it to be. If so-
meone were sent to jail it would immensely
popularise our cause — and they wouldn’t stay in

‘Do you think that the TUC have given good
I think it’s really useless. They are looked to for a

lead — and they are failing to give it. They've
forgotten what it’s like to be a worker.

Even the lily-livered
TUC Steel Committee
reflected pressure for ac-
tion by calling an un-
precedented meeting in
Sheffield on 6 October of
shop stewards and branch
officials from every union,
in every steel plant to coor-
dinate country-wide
resistance to the latest
British Steel Corporation
redundancy plans.

Best -

The high point for
these fiery speeches was
the General Council call
for solidarity stoppages
with health strikers on 22
September. The visitors
gallery, packed with lob-
bying nurses, domestics
and ambulance drivers in-
spired delegates to a new-
found militancy. The emo-
tional scenes, punctuated
by three standing ovations
found even right wingers
falling over themselves to
be the health workers’ best
defender.

Geoffrey Drain,
NALGO General
Secretary announced “This
is a landmark in the
history of the trade union
movement and we'll do it
better than 1926. It’s the
first time since 1926 that
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A likely pair: C pie & Wsighaﬂ

Strike for the Health Workers says TUC.

Actionnotwords

By Celia Pugh

the TUC General Council
has given a lead in action
of this kind’.

Repeating the slogan
of lobbiers ‘One hour is a
lunch break, we want a
one day strike’, Arthur
Scargill raised loud ap-
plause from delegates
when he stated ‘The only
language this government
understands is the one they
practice, the language of
muscle. We can best sup-
port the health workers by
coming out on strike for
the day and instead of go-
ing to rallies going to
picket lines’.

Of course the TUC
General Council, who sold
out the ASLEF strike and
left Sean Geraghty out in
the cold, have not had a
sudden conversion on the
road to Brighton. What
the Congress is showing is
that working people are
not yet crushed by the
Tories.

Pressure is mounting
in the trade union leaders
to head up the anti-Tory
struggle. Frantic efforts by
right wing leaders like
Murray, to force conten-
tious issues off the agenda,
failed as left leaders push-
ed for the record of the
right to spotlighted, open-
ly debated and rejected.

The Construction Sec-
tion of the AUEW refused
to withdraw a resolution
which rejected ‘any discus-
sion on pay restraint with
this or any other Govern-
ment”.

Steel

The steel union, ISTC,
sought through amend-
ment to “support the TUC-
Labour Party Liaison
Committee Document
which states that earnings
and incomes would be em-
braced in any national
economic assessment car-
ried out jointly by the
TUC and a Labour
Government’. This
amendment was rejected
by over a million and a
half votes. Congress later
voted to support the
Labour Party-TUC docu-
ment on economic plann-
ing, but the support for the
AUEW resolution con-
firmed rejection  of

‘another Social Contract. It

also repulsed the attempts
of right wingers like Sirs,
Chapple and Weighell to
force a retreat on left
policies by raising the spec-
tre of a Labour electoral
defeat.

Weighell was howled
down when he bellowed

‘At a stroke you will
destroy any chance of win-
ning the next election
because people will not
believe we can run the
country. You'll end up
destroying the chances of
the next Government just
like you did with the five
percent last time’.

To strong applause
miners’ leader Mick
McGahey knocked this on
the head. “Whatever you
call it, wages policy or
social contract, this has
been the achilles heel of
our movement. It has
alienated people from a
Labour Government.

please  address
yourself to the creators of
unemployment, the Tories
and not the workers of the
trade union movement.
And let’s be clear, having
carried this resolution, it
superceded the LP-TUC
document’,

Lose

There were some
significant setbacks. By
the slimmest of votes,
Congress voted by a ma-
jority of 446,000 to change
the method of electing the
General Council. Left
leaders like Buckton,
McGahey and Sapper are
likely to lose their seats

Workers speak
out at Brighton

Throughout the we

ek, workers taking ac-

tion against the Tories lobbied the TUC for sup-
port. in contrast to the Congress concentration

of middle aged, white an

male faces, these

workers were largely young, black and female.
Pt

Here we print just a few o

Ross Innes. ISTC
member from Clydebridge
Steel Plant, Scotland:

We’re here to show
we’'re going to fight steel
closures, not only at
Clydebridge but in the
whole of Britain. It’sup to
Sirs to get the ball rolling.
There's no point us going
it alone, it needs a national
strike with backing from
the Triple Alliance. On 22
September we'll be out on
strike for the day. They’re
trying to privatise the NHS
like they are us. As far as
we’re concerned we're tak-
ing on the Government.

Ethel Edwardes TGWU
Shop Steward, Kings Col-
lega Hospital:

‘What the Labour Par-

ty should do is to stop the
internal bickering ana
unite to support us. They
must come together like a
strong link in a chain. I’'m
a supporter of Tony Benn
because I think his policies
will change the tune in the
Labour Party. We should
have an all out strike for 3
days to bring down this
Thatcher  Government.
She’s killing and mugging
this country.’ -

Horlet Lewis, Kings
College Haospital:
‘When [ was in

Jamaica | was earning £5
as an office maid. When 1
came here in 1959, | was
earning £4.50. We came
here because they en-
couraged immigration
then. Now we're still low

heir comments:

paid. It's about time they
gave us a good wage. They
should support us better
on 22 September. One or
two hour action is not
enough.

next September under the
new rules. But for this year
at least the balance has
shifted to the left with the
replacement of the NUM
moderate Chadburn by
Mick McGahey.

Deeds

The Congress also
defeated an attempt by the
left to withdraw from talks
with the Tories in the Na-
tional Economic Develop-
ment Coucncil (Neddy).
But even here, over a third
of the delegates voted fora
radical break from TUC
tactics of concession.

Bill Keys of SOGAT
argued, ‘Let’s translate the
words into deeds. How
much longer are we going
to sit around tables with
ministers  who have
decimated our industries?
I'm for pulling out of
NEDC, not because I'm a
quitter, but to put
ourselves in a position to
fight. We have to do
everything we possibly can
to get rid of this Govern-
ment’.

Fire Brigade Union
General Secretary, Ken
Cameron expressed the
response of the left to this
set back, *This is the begin-
ning of a rank and file

groundswell against col-
laboration with the
Government’,

he weeks's events
show that pressure from the
workplaces and union
ranks is forcing TUC
leaders to act. It is pressing
left officials to challenge
the record of the General
Council. These left leaders
must now turn their own
words into action by driv-
ing home the advantage of
the TUC call for industrial
action to defend the
healthworkers.

Bluster

This TUC call has in-
creased expectations that
militant and united in-
dustrial action against the
Government is on the
agenda. Within a week,
TUC leaders are
backtracking on this call.

The left should now be
organising in every union
and workplace to make
sure that more than words
are made of NUPE
General Secretary
Bickerstaffe's proclama-
tion, ‘If Fowler and his
bunch don’t move after 22
September, then this Con-
gress will say we’ll be out
again. And if they don’t
move then, we’ll be out
again. And if they don’t
move then we’ll be out
again’.

The threatened battles
of pit closures, privatisa-
tion, steel closures and low
pay provide other oppor-
tunities to make sure that
fine and fiery TUC
speeches become more
than bluster but champion
the action needed to defeat
the Tories once and for all.

Fyruz Darawalla,
Chairperson of the Air In-
dia Strike Committee:

‘We're asking the
TGWU national executive
for a public appeal sup-
porting us. We’ve got to
generate a fighting spirit in
our leaders, though it
should be the other way
round. The TGWU have
promised action and we
need support from the Fire
Brigades Union. We are
also demanding coopera-
tion from the AUEW who
are crossing our picket
line.

March to Pier Head

(President, CPSA)
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Where you can
buy Socialist
Challenge

MANSFIELD: Fri 3-4pm. Stockwell
Gate, Sar 10.30-12 Wesigate. Four
Seasons  Shopping Centre  Sat
10.30-12.

NEWCASTLE: SC on sale evary Sat
11-Ipm outside Fenwicks, Also
available at Days of Hope bookchop,
Wesigate Rd. Every Friday outside
Newcastle University between | -2 and

Scotland

ABERDEEN: SC available a1 Boom-
town books, King 5i. For more info
ring Bill 896 284,

EDINBURGH: SC sold Thur
4.15-5,15pm Bus Station, Si. An-
drews Square and bottom of Waverly
steps 4.30-5.30; Sat [1.30-2pm East
End, Princes Si. Also available from
Ist May Books, or Better Books, For-
rest. Rd. More info on local activity
from SC c/o Box 6, Ist May
Bockshop, Candlemaker Row,
GLASGOW: SC sales every Thur/Fri
4,30-5.30pm at Central Siation. Also
available at Barretts, Byres Rd; Clyde
Books, High 5t; Glasgow Bookshop
Collective, Cresswell Lane; Hope
Street Book Centre.

HAMILTON: SC sale every Sat
1-5pm outside Safeway, shopping
centre. For more info contact John
Ford, 53 Eliot Crescent, Hamilton or
Paul Youngson, 18 Forrest Crescent,
Hamilton.

Wales

BANGOR: Sat 10-12 town centre.
CARDIFF: every Sat in Bute Town
10.30-12. Also available 1-0-8 Baoks,

Washington's war
of lies exposed

By Brian Grogan

A CORNER of the curtain of lies against revolu-
tionary Cuba was raised last week by Wayne
Smith, the top US diplomat in Cuba until last
month. According to Smith, the Reagan
administration has either rebuffed or failed to
respond to at least three initiatives to nor-

outside Newcastle Polvtechnic bei-
ween 12-1 every Monday.
NOTTINGHAM: SC sold every Sat
12-1 pm Slab Square. For info phone
BB3016.

OLDHAM: 5C sold every Saturday
outside Yorkshire Bank, High Street.
For more information about local ac-
tivities, Tel. 0651-682 5151.
OXFORD: SC sold Fri 12-2pm out-
side Kings Arms and every Sat
10.30-12.30pm in Cornmarket.
SHEFFIELD: SC on sale Thursday,
Pond St, 4.30-6pm; Saturday,
Fargate 10.30-12.30pm.
SOUTHAMPTON: 5C on sale Sat
10am-12 noon at Above Bar Post Of-
fice (Shopping Precinct).
STAFFORD: SC on Sale Market Sq
Sat lunch-time.

STOCKPORT: SC sold every Satur-
day, Ipm, Mersey Way. Can be
delivered weekly: phone 483 8909
{evening), 236 4905 (day),

why it refuses to place its
troops in Angola on the
negotiating table. Cuba’s
refusal to capitulate to US
imperialism is also
demonstrated by their at-
titude to the struggle of the
PLO in Lebanon.

Salisbury Road. Y R 1y n =
NEWPORT: every Sat in lowncenire  Su; Regont St (Bromel Centre). malise relations made by Fidel Castro’s govern- Aralfa: a ILLitd[:ir :g gt_arfggr_
11-12.30 TEESSIDE: SC on sale Sa. lunchtime ment. ' P 1

PONTYPRIDD; 5C sales every Sat
outside Open Market 11-1pm.
PORT TALBOT: Sat llam-ipm
town centre.

SWANSEA; 5C sales outside Co-op,
Oxford St, 1lam-1pm, Seturdays,

England

BATH: SC on sale at 1985 Books,
L.ondon Road, and Saturdays 2pm-
Ipm outside the Roman Baths. Phone
20208 for more details,
BIRKENHEAD: SC on sale at
Labour Club, Cleveland st, Thur
nights; in precinct ouotside Lit-
tlewooxds, Sat 11-12.
BIRMINGHAM: SC on sale at The
Ramp, Fri 4.30-5.40, Sat 10-4. For
more infio phone 643-5904,
BOLSOVER: Cross Keys, every Fri
3-9pm, Biuebell 9-10.

BRADFORD; SC at Fourth Idea
Bookshop, 14 Southgate.

BRISTOL: SC on sale 11-1, *Hole in
Ground’, Haymarket. More info Box
2. ¢/o Fullmarks, 110 Cheltenham
Rd, Montpelier, Bristol &
BURNLEY: SC on sale every Sat
morning 11.30-1pm St James St.
COVENTRY: SC available from
Wedge Bookshop.

HEMEL HEMPSTEAD: SC sales in
Time Square, Sat 10.30-1.30pm.
HUDDERSFIELD: SC =old Sat
1lam-lpm. The Piazza. SC also
available at Peaceworks.

LEEDS: Sat 11-1 =t Lands Lane
Pedestrian Precinct and 10.30-12.00
at Headingly Arndale Centre. Corner
Bookshop, Woodhouse Lane.
LIVERPOOL: SC on sale from News
from Nowhere, Whitechapel and
Progressive Books, Berry St.
MANCHESTER SC sold 11-1pm Sat
at OLDHAM outside the Yorkshire
Bank, High Si; at BURY in the shop-
ping precinct and at Metro Books; at
BOLTON in the town centre; and in
MANCHESTER at Gorton and
Droylesden markets 11am-12.30 Sats
and at Grassroots and Percivals
Bookshop. Tel: 061-236 4905 for fur-
ther info.

Bookshops

BANGOR: Rainbows, Holyhead
Road, U Bangor, Gwynedd.
BRADFORD: Fourth Idea Book-

shur. 14 Sandgate.

BRIGHTON: The Public House, Lit-
tle Preston St.

BRISTOL: Fullmarks, 110 Chelten-
ham Rd, Bristol 6.

BIRMINGHAM: Other Bookshop,
137 Digbeth, Birmingham.
DURHAM: Durham City Co-op
Bookshop, 85a New Elvet.

ILFORD: South Essex Bookshop, 335
Ley Street.

MILTON KEYNES: Oakieaf Books,
109 Church Street, Wolverton.
EEFORIJ: EOA Books, 34 Cowley

LEICESTER: Blackthorn Books, 70
High St, Leicester, and ¥ Karia, 53A
London Rd, Leicester.
LIVERPOOL: News from Nowhere,
100 Whitechapel, Liverpool L1

LONDON: Central Books, 37 Grays
Inn Rd; Colletts, Charing Cross Rd,
WC2; Paperback Books. Brixton and

Order from 5C, PO Box 50, London NI 2XP.

‘What's Left

RATES for What's Left. 5p per word
or £4 per col inch. Deadiine: noon
Sat prior to publication. Payment in
advanca. Phone 01-358 £180.

SPARE BOOKS! Any books you don't
want laking up valuable space on vour
bookshelves? Send them (o the Other
_-l,?-’ce;kshnp. 328 Upper St, London N1

BADGES MADE: Glasgow SC sup-
porters have a badge-making machine,
will make badges quickly and cheaply
for your campaign/union/Labour Par-
ty — and all the money goes back into
the struggle for socialism! Write for
details/quotes to; SC (Glasgow), PO
Box 50, London N1 2XP.

POSTERS: Cheap, good and tas.

Order from The Other Primtshop,

061-236-4905.
Socialist
Challenge Events

SOCIALIST CHALLENGE POEU
Supporters. Day School and National
Fraction — 'The Fight Against
Privatisation', 12 September 1lam —
4pm. Cromer Street Community
Centre, Near Kings Cross Station.
For Information Contact: POEU
Fraction C/O Socialist Challenge

in the Cleveland Centre, and in
Newsfare, Linthorpe Road, Mid-
dlesbrough, and outside Woolworths
on Stockton High Street.
WOLVERHAMPTON: SC sales on
Thur/Fri at Poly Stedents Union
from noon-2pm and British Rail
4.30-6pm; and Saturday near Beat-
ties, town centre from | lam-2pm.
YORK: on sale every Thursday, dole
office. Clifford Street, 9:30-11;
Einiversity Vanburgh College 12-2;
Saturday at Coney Street 11-1.

London

BRENT: SC sold Willesden Junction
Thur 4.30pm.

EALING: SC sold Thur, Ealing
Broadway tube, 5-5pm.

ENFIELD: SC at Nelsons newsagents,
London Rd, Enfield Town,
HACKNEY: SC on sale on estates
throughout Hackney, at public
meetings, and local factories. Con-
tact us ¢/o PO Box 36, 136 Kingsland
High St, London E8 2NF or phone
Megan or John at 359 8288. :
HILLINGDON: SC sold Fri,
4.30-5.30 at Uxbridge tube station:
Sat 11.30-12.30 in shopping precinct,
Uxbridge.

HOUNSLOW: SC sold outside
Hounslow East tube, every Wed
5.15-6.15pm.

ISLINGTON: Every Fri, 8.15-9am at
Holloway Road tube and Highbury

tube.
KILBURN: SC sales every Sat, 10am
in Kilburn Square, and Thursday
8.30am at Queens Park tube.
LAMBETH: SC cold Thur and Fri
evenings and Thur mornings outside
Brixton tube.
NEWHAM: SC sold Sat Ilam to
noon, Queen's Rd Mkt, Upton Park.
PADDINGTON: SC scld at Por-
o Rd market Sat at noon.
WEMBLEY': SC sales Fri 6.45am al
North Wembley BR Station.

Charlotte 5t; Kilbum Bookshop,
Kilburn High Road, NWS6; The

N4; Centerprise, 126 Kingsland High
St, E8; Dillons, QMC; Page One,
EIS; The Other Bookshop, 328 Up-
per St, NI; Reading Matters, Wood
Green next to Sainsbury’s; Village
Books, Streatham; Tethric Books,
Clapham; Paperback Centre, Brix-
ton; Oval tube kiosk; Shakti Books,
46 High St, Southall.

PORT TALBOT: McConville's
Newsagent, Station Road.
NOTTINGHAM: Mushroom Books,
Heathcote St, Hockley.
SOUTHAMPTON: October Books,
Onslow Road.

YORK: Community Books, Walm:
gate.

NO RIGHT TURN, = fringe meeling
on Labour transport policy. Labour
Party Conference, Blackpool, Wed
29 September 12.30-2.00. Winter
Gardens  Opera  House Foyer,
Speakers Ken Livingstone, Bill Mor-
ris. Organited by Lambeth Transport
Campaign. For details contact
J1-326-0204.

LABOUR CND Eve of conference
Peace demonstration & rally 26/9/82
Ass: 11.00am, Metro Hotel, Princess
Parade, Blackpool.

EAST LONDON Troops Out Move-
ment Open Meeting. Sat 20
September 8pm. Hackney Trades and
Labour Club. Peacekeeping in a
democratic society . — Lessons of
Northern Ireland. Speakers Pat Fin-
nucane, Belfast solicitor, Gareth
Pierce, and a defendent from Brad-
ford 12,

ROOM available in communal house
of SC supporters in NW London.
Woman preferred. Apply in writing
to *House', PO Box 50, London N1.

PEOPLE's DEMOCRACY discus-
sion. Jlohn McGoewn from the
political committee of People's
Democracy will be talking and
answering questions on Fighting for a
Socialist Republic. Saturday 18
September 2pm. For details of venue
contact Alan Ryan on 359-8371,

Smith who resigned
last month as head of the
US interests section in
Havana also  blasted
administration lies about
supposed Cuban arms
shipments to the El
Salvadorean FMLN
‘evidence on arms
shipments had never been
solid’, Smith acknowledg-
ed, ‘if the guerrillas had
received all of the arms
reported by US in-
telligence, the Salvadorean
army would have been
outgunned by 20 to one.’

The idea that tiny
Cuba could be responsible
for ‘aggression’
throughout the region is of
course laughable when you
campare its size and
military strength vis a vis
that of Washington. But
the continued propaganda
campaign of the US has a
very dangerous objective.
In August, the US Con-
gress passed the ‘Symms’
resolution which contain-
ed the threat ‘to prevent by
whatever means may be
necessary, including the
use of arms, the Marxist-
Leninist regime in Cuba
from extending by force or
the threat of force its ag-
gressive or subversive ac-
tivities to any part of this

Dissident

hemisphere’,

Senator Charles Percy,
an opponent of the resolu-
tion, dubbed this measure
a ‘Gulf of Tonkin resolu-
tion for Cuba’. This is an
allusion to US contrived
incident in the Gulf of
Tonkin which gave legal
cover for US imperialisms
war against Vietnam.

Threats

Despite such open
threats by the US against a
sovereign nation, Cuba’s
revolutionary government
has refused to buckle
under. On the contrary,
every new US threat is
matched by political
mobilisation of the Cuban
people and an extension of
their armed militias. It is
this intransigence over-
whelmingly backed by the
Cuban people that is
creating divisions within
the Reagan camp, evidenc-
ed by the Smith outburst.

Cuba is prepared to
negotiate to normalise
relations with the US. A
lifting of the blockade
would have enormous
beneficial effects for the
Cuban people., Cuba
wants peaceful co-

Honduras Colonel

confirms

aggression plans
against Nicaragua

Behind hypocritical calls for negotiation, the
US is stepping up its war against Nicaragua.
One of the main sources of the attacks is Hon-
duras — either through the thousands of
mercenaries that are presently being trained by
the US there, or even through an offensive by

the Honduran army itself,

Commander  Daniel
Ortega, coordinator of
Nicaragua's Junta of Na-
tional Reconstruction
recently accused Reagan
of trying to provoke war
between Honduras and
Nicaragua, in an interview
in the New York Times.
There are numerous and
conspicuous military
preperations presently go-
ing on in Honduras which
back up this warning. But
independent confirmation
has been given in a news
conference in Mexico City
on 31 August, by a top
Honduran military of-
ficer.

Colonel Leonidas Tor-
res Arias, a former head of
military intelligence who
was sent into ‘diplomatic
exile’ last May, charged
that Honduran armed

forces chief General
Gustavo Alvarez Martinez
is leading Honduras
towards military confron-
tation with Nicaragua.

General Alvarez is
planning an ‘adventure of
madness’ that Honduras
cannot win, Torres said.
The general, he said,
‘threatens to lead the peo-
ple of Honduras along the
road of blood and
fratricidal struggle’.

Under Alvarez, the ex-
iled officer told the New
York Times for the first
time in recent Honduran
history, there have been
cases of disappearences
and political murders.
‘Clandestine  cemeteries
have been discovered in
the last five months’, Tor-
res said.

Fidel Castro

existence with the US but
not at the expense of prin-
ciples as exhibited by the
deals made by the
bureaucrats in Moscow
and Peking. As leading
Cuban government
foreign minister Raphael
Rodriquez recently ex-
plained: ‘The US im-
perialists claim that we
should accept their idea of
peaceful co-exisience bet-
ween themselves and the
Soviet Union. This is total-
ly unacceptable. They view
peaceful co-existence as an
agreement leading to a
division of ‘spheres of in-
fluence’ or a commitment

Fourteen-year-old at bora

A considerable ammount
of evidence has accumulated
to demonsrate the truth of
these admissions:

@ US military transport
planes have ferried Honduran
troops and equipment to a
major new air base at Dur-
zuna, just 25 miles from the
Nicaraguan border

® 600 US marine troops
landed at the Honduran port
of Tela in early August, in
preperation for larger joint
manoeuvres set for November

obliging people fighting
for national independence
and for socialism to water
down and even end their
struggles. Such struggles
— in which imperialism is
the main enemy — will not
only continue, but must
continually become more
intense ... Cuba has the
duty to carry out pro-
letarian, revolutionary in-

ternationalism’,
This is why Cuba
refuses to remove its

teachers, doctors and con-
struction workers from
Nicaragua in order toget a
deal with the US. It is also

ar pb:rt in réguo

® During the same period,
Admiral Harry Train, com-
mander of the US Fleet visited
Honduras and inspected the
port facilities at Tela, Puerto
Castilla, and Puerto Lempira.
While Train was in the coun-
try, Honduran authorities an-
nounced plans to build two
new naval bases.

® US radio facilities on two
Honduran islands — Ampala
in the Gulf of Fonseca and
Swan in the Caribbean — are
being used to disrupt com-

‘The Palestinian com-
batants are fighting in the
same trench as the Central
American peoples, who
are today threatened by
the direct intervention of
US troops, and in the same
trench as the African
peoples who are under at-
tack by the racists from
South Africa.

Trench

‘It is the same trench as
the one occupied by our
people, who are bravely

confronting US  im-
perialism’s  threats of
direct aggression.

‘By defending their na-

tional rights, the Palesti-
nians have defended the
rights of all the world’s
revolutionaries, and the
blood spilled by their sons
is like the blood of our
own peoples’.

Fidel then offered 500
places to refugee Palesti-
nian children in a school in
Cuba to be named ‘Battle
of Beirut school’.

It is such a stance
which sends the US into
such paroxyms inst
Cuba which, as Wayne
Smith lamented, ‘works
against the best interests of
the United States’.

munications betweer
Nicaraguan and military units
that are combating counter-
revolutionary terrorisis i
northern Nicaragua. Swar
Islands served as a radio base
for the CIA backed Bay of
i’glgsl invasion of Cuba in

® A second US nava
destroyer has been sighted 1(
miles off Nicaragua's Pacifi
coast near the main port o
Corinto. Another destroyer
the USS Trippe has beer
operating in the Gulf o
Fonseca between Nicaragu:
and Honduras for severa
months. Both  warship:
regularly violate Nicaragua"
territorial waters.

® The CIA gangs of righ
wing Nicaraguan terrorist
that operate from Souther
Honduras have steadily in
creased their attacks.

Typical of thes:
gangsters is Jose Fransiscc
Cardenal who has been nam
ed by columnist Jack Ander
son as the ‘principle ben
ficiary of the reported $1¢
million in covert CIA fund
that President Reagan ap
proved to destabilis:
Nicaragua. Cardenal is tht
chief of the so-callec
Nicaraguan Democratic
Forces, which slaughtered 1«
Nicaraguans in the town o
San Francisco del Norte ir
mid-July.

“You don’t win a war b
talking, you win it by killing
boasted this ‘democrat’ i«
Anderson, ‘and that is wha
we are doing, every day, in
side Nicaragua'. This is wha
!:]}e US would like to see mort
of.

Compiled from Militant
a socilist newspaper publishec
in New York.
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‘Peace’ plans
betray Palestinian
people

By Phil Hearse

THE AFTERMATH of the Israeli invasion of Lebanon
has seen the proposal of two ‘peace’ plans — from US
president Reagan and from the Arab summit at Fez.

The most hypocritical of plan is that of Reagan. He
proposes that Isreal accept ‘self governmeant’, in
association with the Jordanians, for the Palestinian
people on the West Bank of the Jordan.

He knows full well that this plan is totally unacceptable to
the Begin-Sharon regime in Israel, which is determined to in-
corporate the West Bank as part of the ‘Biblical land’ of Israel.

Reagan’s proposal has no sincerity whatsoever. He arms
the Israelis to the teeth to ensure that they can do just what
they like in the region, and then makes an unacceptable pro-
posal to ‘expose’ them and make the US the ‘moderate’ and
acceptable ally of the reactionary Arab states.

if Reagan had besn sincers about this kind of solution he
would have made some gesture towards effective restraint of
Israel during the invasion of Lebanon. He failed to do that
because lsrael remains the best ally of imperialism in the
region, and a strong and aggresive Israel remains the best
bulwark against revelutionary change in the region.

. Begin and Reagan may row on the ‘phone, but when the
chips are down Reagan will back the Israelis to the hilt.

The plan proposed by the Arab leaders at the Fez summit
goes further then Reagan’s. It calls for a withdrawal of Israel
to its 1967 borders. It wants a Palestinian state on the Wast
Bank. And it calls for the return of Jerusalem to the Palesti-
nians, as well as interim US supervision of Gaza and the Wast
Bank during the transitional period. In return the state of
Israel is given recognition.

This of course is even more unacceptable to Israel than the
Reagan plan. But the fact that it is unacceptable to the Israslis
does not mean that it represents the interests of the Palesti-
nian people, or the workers and peasants of the Middle East.

The originatars of this plan are the reactionary feudal rulers
of Saudi Arabia. It was successfully resisted last year by
Syria, Lybia, and South Yemen. But in the post-Lebanese war
situation it has been forced through, and the PLO have been
pressurised into agreeing to it.

The plan is a step backwards tromt the PLO position of a
‘democratic, secular Palestine’. It is thus a betrayal of the
national aspirations of the Palestinians.

While the Zionist state exists, a West Bank statelat will be
effectively an Isreali-dominated Bantustan. It would be open
to Israeli intervention at any time, and most probably
economically dominated by Israel as well.

The Palestinians would be denied their right to their own
homeland, and herded into a nicely controllable little enclave

By accepting the continued existence of the Zionist state,
the reactionary Arab rulers are making a de facto recognition
of continued Israeli-US dominance of the whole region. Thay
want to make their own accord with this domination, and
force the Palestinians to be satisfied with a few negotiated
crumbs.

in this arrangement, the workers and peasants of the
whole region would continue to be faced with a deadly
triangle of enemies — imperialism, the Zionist state, and the
reactionary Arab rulers,

Such a proposal comes as no surprise from the pro-
imperialist regimes in the region. It is another important
verification of the lesson that it is impossible to launch a suc-
cessful struggle against imperialism and the Zionist state
without mobilising against Arab reaction.

__ This means linking up the struggle of the Palestinian pso-
ple with the rising struggle of the workers and psasants in
countries like Eqvpt in a unified thrust against imperialism and
all its allies.

This of course does not rule out making partial, tactical
alliances with the Arab ruling classes when they too come in-
to conflict with imperialism. But the unanimous acceptance
glf the Fez plan shows that such a strategic alliance is impossi-

e.

The national struggle of the Palestinian people can only be
won through dealing with Arab reaction. It involves a
strategic alliance with the Arab workers and peasants. Such is
the logic of permanent revolution in the Middle East, which
collides head on with the proposals of the Fez peace plan.
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Emmanuel Farjoun is a leader
of the Socialist Organisation
in Israel (Matzpen). In this in-
terview he explained the
character of the latest Israeli
offensive in the Middle East,
the rise of the Israeli Peace

Interview
with
Emmanuel

Movement and the role of

the United States. Farjoun is
professor of mathematics at.

the Hebrew University.

Can you tell us what you think the
aims of the Israeli invasion were?
Does it amount to an abandon-
ment of the Camp David
‘process’?

You have to distinguish between the
immediate and long-term aims. The
short term aim is the annexation — at
first de facto and then de jure — of
the West Bank and the Gaza strip.

The war against the PLO was con-
ducted because the Israelis were
afraid that the PLO was getting more
and more recognition around the
world and they felt they had to deal
with it, especially after the PLO’s
cease fire which has lasted for almost
a year in the north and which the PLO
kept to scrupulously.

The PLO have very wide support
inside the West Bank and the Gaza
strip — it is the only acceptable
organisation. The PLO is recognised
as basically a Palestinian government
and parliament together.

It is as basically democratic and
representative of different political
trends as any government you can
name. So the Israelis tried to reduce
the credibility of the PLO by deliver-
ing it a fearful blow.

Farjoun

Once this is done they hope to in-
stall their own quislings — the Village
Leagues. This is the first Palestinian
organisation is the armed by the
Israelis. They are attempting to make
the Village Leagues an administrative
organisation. This organisation is
charged with the full spectrum of civil
administration within the Gaza strip
and West Bank.

The second aim is much more
sinister in my opinion and can only be
understood within the context of an
attempt to inflict a genocidal blow on
the Palestinians in Lebanon. I think
that what Israel has done in Lebanon
goes far beyond what was needed to
inflict this blow on the PLO.

The level of violence used by Israel
can only be understood only if it is a
genocidal operation.

The objective is very clear. The
Israelis consider the Palestinian
fighters in Lebanon dangerous to
their normal operation of a quisling
government in Lebanon itself.

So their idea was to eliminate the
Palestinian community in Lebanon,
by mass murder and expulsion —
eventually towards Jordan which they
consider to be the ‘natural’ Palesti-
nain state. So these are the short range
aims of the war.

The long range aims of the war

have have been discussed very exten-
sively in the Israeli press for six mon-
ths. In Israel it's called ‘The Big

Thing’.
This involved control of the entire
Arab East — meaning Lebanon,

Syria, Iraqg and Jordan. Of course this
does not mean in all cases direct con-
trol although they would like to have
this as well, but lines of control by
military threat and direct control for
neighbouring countries.

In particular it means turning
Lebanon into an ally via a Phalangist
dictatorship. They have succeeded in
making Lebanon their stooge — what
they call ‘Haddad land’, after Major
Haddad who controlled the southern
strip before the invasion. He was and
is a simple stooge of Israel, as is the
Phalangist army.

So we see that their aim in
Lebanon is very clear. But this is only
the first step in a much more am-
bitious plan to first turn Jordan into
an Israeli puppet state. This is a bit
more complicated because Jordan has
for many vears been a client of the
United States.

They consider that it will be very
magnanimous on their part to allow
the Palestinians to set up an
automonous region on the East Bank
of the Jordan — and in Jordan itself.

This is a much more sinister plan
than their Lebanese plan. For them
Jordan is the future Palestinain Ban-
tustan for all Palestinians — in-
cluding those Palestinians in
Palestine.

So the long range plan is not to
allow the existence of a Palestinain
community of any substance outside
Jordan — which means of course the
expulsion of the Palestinians from
Lebanon and then from Palestine
itself.

What is the meaning of America’s
new proposals?

This is a difficult question. Up until
this proposal American policy seemed
a bit irrational. To allow Israel a com-
plete free hand to do whatever it
wants in the Arab East was crazy,
because if you know the long term ob-
jectives of Zionism, you would know
that Israel would go as far as it could
go. For the United States it has always
been important to retain a credible
position in the Middle East.
America’s other allies cannot func-
tion if Israel is allowed to go on the
rampage.

My own feeling was that the
United States was giving Israel
enought rope to hang itself, to allow
the logic of Israel’s murderous expan-
sionism to play itself out and then to
reap the benefits of it without sharing
the full blame.

Nobady in the Middle East can be
deceived into thinking that Israel
went into this thing without total
American consent. The United States
could have stopped the war within
hours if they had really wanted.

With the Reagan letter, American

policy seems to be trying to expose
Israel as a supposedly wicked force
over which nobody can have any con-
trol. The US president will then have a
feer hand to presuade the Senate and
the public to give him a license to app-
ly considerable American pressure to
Israel.
°  Now that the PLO is much weaker
they hope to force Israel to returnto a
more rational and more moderate
course. So the United States is also us-
ing this ‘carrot and stick’ policy. But
whether it will work or not has yet to
be seen.

Even with huge US pressure
established facts cannot be reversed.
When you have tens of thousands of
Israelis now living in the Occupied
Territories in very dense com-




unities, this is very difficult to
wverse. The same goes for Israeli
ymination of Lebanon,

The United States is deluding
self if it thinks it can easily control
e situation. I think that overall
merican policy is quite confused
1d unpredictable.

fhat is the Peace Now move-
1ent doing against the war?

he Peace Now Movement is not the
nly peace movement, although it
as up to a year ago. The origin of
iis movement is the left wing of the
abour Party — a real supermarket
f ideas. As you know, the Labour
arty streiches from extreme right
ing politics — even more right wing
ian Begin's Likud — to quite
oderate Zionism.

The Peace Now Movement started
ith supporting the peace with Egypt,
rengthening the hand of Begin
iainst the extreme right in Israel for
rational policy. They never even had
firm line on whether to evacuate the
hole of Sinai or part of Sinai, but
merally they supported the idea of
«changing territory for peace.

The idea goes back to 1967 — that
w should exchange occupied ter-
tory for concessions from the Arab
orld. Today they are not even call-
g for withdrawal from the West
ank and the Gaza Strip, but they
indemned the occupation as im-

moral and said ‘something should be
done’ — some form of autonomy for
the Palestinians perhaps.

The Peace Now Movement has
thus been able to mobilise con-
siderable forces. Initially they sup-
ported, half-heartedly, the first thrust
of Israel into Lebanon as a ‘necessary
operation’.

But they came out against the
massive bombardment and invasion
of West Beirut itself. They were
afraid during the first six weeks of the
war to come out onto the streets.
They were forced to by the ap-
pearance of smaller movements, one
of which was quite strong — the Com-
mittee against the War in Lebanon.

This originates from the Bir Zeit
Solidarity Committee. This had a very
clear policy, namely that Israel should
withdraw from all occupied territories
including East Jerusalem, and total
opposition to the war in Lebanon.

As a result of the successful
demonstration of 15,000 people call-
ed by the Commitiee against the War,
the Peace Now Movement eventually
called its own demonstration attended
by 50,000 or so. All this brought
about a flourishing of anti-war senti-
ment in Israel.

This is the first war which has
directly pitted Israel against Palesti-
nian forces — in the previous wars
they fought Arab armies. It brought
to the consciousness of many people
that the central problem is the Palesti-
nians.

I would say the anti-war sentiment
among the Israeli people encompasses
perhaps 25-30 per cent of the popula-
tion, which is quite considerable,

Is this a long term change in Israeli
politics?

It depends if the government succeeds
in its long term aims. If it encounters
considerable resistance from the
United States, the Arab world and the
Palestinians then this opposition will
not be short lived.

In fact I suspect it’s not going to be
SO easy to carry it through, then the
conditions for continuing opposition
exist.

What has the censorship been like
in Israel?

This war has brought a very con-
siderable increase in the attempts of
the government to censor the Israeli
and foreign press. For example in
Lebanon journalists have been very
strictly controlled. They have not
been allowed to circulate freely, to
report the plight of the refugees, or to
report on the concentration camps
established in the south for the male
Palestinian population.

So a whole range of issues are off
limits for the press. This is a new
development, and a similar situation
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gyptian tanks lie smashed after the 1967 ‘six day war’. Isreal’s policy of trying to dominate the Arab East will ensure further wars in the region.

exists on the West Bank. They are
purging very systematically the Israeli
radio and television of any critical,
objective — what they call ‘“leftist’ —
view.

The self-censorship of the private
media has also increased (remendous-

ly.

How can Israal survive, with only
a population of 3% million
without the Palestinians who live
there. Can they really be expelled?

I didn’t mean to suggest that the
overall Israeli plan will be possible to
easily carry through. But I outlined it
to show that it is a real plan which
determines Israeli policy.

The Israeli economy today of
course depends greatly on Arab
labour. It cannot function without
250,000 Arab labourers, But there are
other aspects of their aggressive
policy which will be economically
beneficial.

For example Lebanon is a tremen-
dous ‘gate’ for trade to the whole
Arab East. Already Israeli control of
Lebanon is aiding their attempts to
penetrate  Arab markets. Many
Lebanese workers now work within
the Israeli economy, and they can
replace Palestinians expelled.

They can turn Lebanon into
another “West Bank’. The same holds
true if they extend their control wider

in the Middle East. Amman today has
partially replaced Beirut as the com-
mercial capital of the Arab world, so
if they have more control over Jordan
this will aid them economically.

How does the overall plan work
itself out in relation to Irag?
Has Israeli policy remained cons-

tant towards the Iran-lmi war?

The Israeli policy has been to turn a
completely blind eye to the anti-
Zionist demagogue of Khomeini.
Israel rightly sees the Iranian regime
as an ally against the Arab world.
This regime has collaborated with
Israel from its first year.

But here Israel is in contradiction
with American policy in the Middle
East. They don’t mind that, because it
is interesting in diversifying its
sources of support and power.

Israel has nothing to fear from
Iran, whereas Iraq is considered by
Israel to be within its ultimate sphere
of influence.

Of course at first the Israelis lost
some markets in Iran, but they
recovered rather quickly using
military exports to Iran.

I don’t think the anti-imperialist
verbiage of the Iranians has much
meaning in the Palestinian context.
The Iranian state has its own in-
terests, and if they are to ally itself
with Israel, then it will do just that.

- Interview by RK, PH and SP
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‘At the Phalang.- rally they played tapes by Hitler. They said when thé

PLO had gone they would “purge” West Beirut.

Eyewitness in the Lebanon

CHRISTINE PLATT was a British
nurse working in a Palestinian
refugee camp when the Israelis in-
vaded Lebanon. She told her
remarkable story of Israeli
atrocities and herioc resistance to
Ros Kaplan and Phil Hearse. When
she came into our office her arm
was covered with cigarette burns
puti there by Israeli paratroopers.

‘l was in the middle of Sabra
when the first planes came at
3.15 on 5 June. Nobody knew
what was happening. | could
hear the planes and buildings
start to fall down around me.
Everyone ran screaming and
shouting. Women gathered up
the children in the streets.
Troops were moving and anti-
aircraft firing started.

By this time the sirens were
going in all the refugee camps.
Fateh Arafat, Yasser’s brother
who commands the Palestinian
Red Cross Society (PRCS), came
into the hospital. Everyone had
been evacuated down to the
ground floor and all the men were
in military uniform by this time. I
looked over to the refugee camp
at Sabra and just saw a huge col-
gfnn of black smoke, it was horri-

e

Someone shouted the hospital’s
on fire that’s where I worked.
I got into one of the jeeps and
went back there and stayed there.
I couldn’t get into my room — it
had been destroyed in the bomb-
ing. We lived and slept and work-
ed in the same place
underground.

The hospital was evacuated —
we had mortar shells fired directly
at the hospital from Israeli tanks
on 28 June. That’s when the
PRCS decided to evacuate most
of the hospital. 1 stayed with
about five male nurses, mainly
Iragi and Palestinian — and all
the others were commandos. All
the people from the refugee camp
at Sabra left — many of them had
relatives in the mountains,

Water at the hospital started to be
a problem. The sanitary conditions
were very bad. Eventually even the
bottled water ran out. We had our
own generator but could only use it at

Patient in a ward hit by a shell. He lay in the debris for two days.

certain times of the day or night.

We got in victims from bombing
raids from all parts — napalm in-
juries, phosperous burns, a lot of
traumatic amputations. Gradually we
ran out of basis medical supplies. So it
was decided to close the hospital
down completely.

We took over a hotel called the
Triomphe hotel which is just down
the road from the Britsol hotel. The
tanks had occupied the airport road
they had occupied Acca, they’d
bombed Acca compleiely.

The we took over the College of
Theology and turned that into a
makeshift hospital. Because of all the
tanks traps built by the Palestinians it
was very difficult to get the victims to
hospital in the PRCS ambulances.

‘| saw Israeli troops
bayonetting Palestinians
in their homes’

My husband, who is a fighter in the

First Trident victory
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Popular Front for the Liberation of
Palestine, took me out one night and
we saw the Israeli paratroopers going
into each house with their bayonets
fixed and bringing out the Palesti-
nians and just killing them. This was
house by house. The only thing which
the Palestinians had to fight back
with in that area were B-7 anti-tank
rockets.

At the College of Theology we
worked underground again. We were
in West Beirut itself which was now
completely encircled. Then my hus-
band said it would be better if I left.

Just about then I went out to a
place called St. Michel where there
were some bomb victims. We
couldn’t get the equipment to get the
blocks of cement away from the vic-
tims, The people were still alive
underneath these blocks of cement.

We could hear them, we could
hear children crying. I went out in an
ambulance to get more help, just me
and a driver. We were stopped by
Israeli paratroopers. They killed my
driver, they shot him, and then they

took me away to one of their offices
and took my Kalashnikov and saw
who I was working for — it was ob-
vious — and fooled around with me
for a while.

They did some cigarette burns on
my arm. When they saw I had a UK
passport they let me go and I had to
walk back to Beirut. And my husband
said that it was too dangerous to stay.
Eventually I got over to East Beirut.

‘They begged me for my
husband’s name’

[ was staying with a Phalangist
family. Their son was in the Lebanese
armed forces but really he was a
Phalangist and his bedroom was just
plastered with pictures of Hitler and
swastikas all along the wall.

They took me to meetings at
Phalangist headquarters and they had
tape recordings of Hitler, and fascist
songs and gave Nazi salutes.

They talked about purging West
Beirut when the PLO had gone. As

soon as the Israelis had finished with
the Palestinians they were going to
move in and ‘purge’ the Muslims and
make it a pure Phalangist state.

The son of the family who took
me to the meetings begged me for the
name of my husband. He said ‘‘Well,
if you give me his name, when we
move into West Beirut we'll spare
him.” He knew my husband was a
Marxist and that he was a PFLP
fighter.

My escape to East Beirut was ar-
ranged via one of the leaders of a
Nasserite party who was owed a
favour by this Phalangist family —
they took me because I was an English
girl.

After the [sraelis had caught the
ambulance I was in I was a patient
myself for two days. T was told to
cross into East Beirut at the National
Museum area. Each time the Israelis
told me my papers weren’t in order.
Eventually I got through. T had to run
across, I just had a bag on my
shoulder and a pair of jeans.

1ran and the Israelis started firing.
I knew I was looking for'a mustard-
coloured Mini-Cooper on the other
side. Fortunaiely I got to it and was
safe.

‘Some of the children who
came in were limbless’

After five days in East Beirut [
went by boat to Larnica in Cyprus,
The boat was stopped five times by
Israeli gunboats.

During the whole time I was nur-
ing casualties of the war there were
very few guerrilla casualties. Mostly it
was old men and women and
children.

Some of the children who came in
were limbless. A lot of the casualties
were just Lebanese citizens. Why I
liked working for the PRCS was that
they would admit anybody. I’ll never
forget one night when two Israeli
lieutenants came into the casualty
department one night.

Everybody wanted to kill them —
they had their thumbs ready to pull
the pins out of the grenades and their
index fingers on the triggers of their
guns.

They were from a captured tank,
with just superficial shrapnel wounds.
We treated them and sent them back.
Fateh Arafat came to the hospital and
stopped them being killed. He said we
should send them back.

During the whole time we were
treating victims I can’t remember go-
ing to bed for a month. The condi-
tions were appalling. There were pa-
tients in the corridors, with their
families under their beds. All the time
the patients cried out for water, but
there was no water — the Israelis had
cut it off.’

By Martin Meteyard
A FIRST victory has been won in the campaign
to stop the Trident nucléar weapons system
coming to Scotland.

Faced with growing public opposition — in-
cluding a policy of non-cooperation by the
local authorities — the government has scrap-
ped plans for a massive development of the
Coulport naval base to service the missiles.

The maintenance programmme will now be
switched to the United States, at an estimated
saving of £5600 million.

The decision takes
away the government’s on-
ly selling point for Trident
— that it would provide
jobs for the people of
Scotland. The obvious aim
is to remove property and

Trident poses.

It seems that the Clyde
will still be used as an an-
chorage for the sub-
marines, with repairs to
the subs carried out at
Faslane. The Trident
warheads will still be

environmental concern. &
But it does nothing to dismantled at Coulport
reduce the threat of before being taken to the

nuclear destruction which  US for servicing.

Certainly the campaign
to stop Trident altogether
will continue. Councillor
Ian Leitch, chairperson of
the Scottish Campaign
Against Trident, pledged
that, *‘SCAT will not stop
until the whole Trident
project has been aban-
doned’.

Strathclyde Regional
Council is also going
ahead with plans to hold
its own public enquiry
since the Minister of
Defence refuses to do so.
‘The full implications of
having Trident on our
doorstep must still be
made public’, said deputy
leader Charles Gray.

The next focus for the
campaign will be the week

of action against Trident
which SCAT is organising
at the end of October. This
will culminate in *Stop Tri-
dent Day’ on Saturday 30
October, when it is hoped
that events will take place
in every city, town and
village in Scotland — with
support from England
and Wales.

A particular emphasis
in the week of action will
be on winning labour
movement support. Plans
for further developing the
campaign in this area will
be discussed at the trade
union conference SCAT is

organising on 13
November.
Further information

from: SCAT, Third Floor,
420 Sauchiehall Street,
Glasgow G2.



historic

Wednesday 22
September is a
historic day for
the labour
movement. Just
56 years, and
four months
after the general
strike of 1926,
the workers are
once again
downing tools.

The Tory government is going to get a
lesson from organised Labour that should
gladden the heart of every socialist and mili-
tant.

All those cynics in the media and those
time-servers in the bureaucracies, who
believe that people can only act from narrow
self interest are going to get an almighty
shock. They will see, with their own unbeliev-
ing eyes that working people care for the im-
portant things in life, like the right of the low-
Iy paid to a decent wage and the right of all of
us to have a health service that puts people
before profit.

The 22 September is going to be an inspir-
ing day. It will show that the sell outs in stesl,
the retreats in cars, the failures to fight
closures and the betrayal of ASLEF have not
squashed the fighting spirit of the working
people. It can herald a great fight back.

We know that everyone of our supporters
will be out on the streets from the begining of
that day, until the last demonstrator has arriv-
ed at their destination and the last picket line
ends. To be anywhere else would be to miss
out on the greatest fight back yet organised
against the Tories.

At the same time they should be out there
selling their copies of Socialist Challenge
because the most advanced and class con-
scious of their brothers and sisters will want
to know how to take the strike of 22
September forward in the interests of
socialism.

We are therefore producing a 16-page
paper next week. it will be a paper which
points the way towards not just a victory for
the health workers, but charts a course
towards socialism. On this day which brings
out all the best in the workers’ movement,
our supporters should show that they are
worthy of the workers’ response.

We can do that by being with our fellow
trade union members on the picket lines and
on the demonstrations and by fighting to win
as many of them as possible to the socialist
ideas of Socialist Challenge.

March, demonstrate, picket and double
the sales of your paper on Wedesday 22
September.

world

By John Ross

This week John Ross shows how the theory of
permanen! revolution is a guide 10 understanding what is
happening in the colonial and third world couniries.

The view that the capitalist class is no longer
capable of playing a revolutionary role is one of the
most crucial aspects of the theory of permanent
revolution. But what exactly does it mean?

Does it mean that no capitalist force anywhere
can ever take any progressive step at all? That would
fly in the face of evidence of people such as Kho-
meini in Iran, who led a struggle which overthrew
the Shah, or the regime in Ethiopia which destroyed
the monarchy of Haile Selassie? This is a frequentac-
cusation made against the theory of permanent
revolution — in particular by members of the Com-
munitst Parties. We will look at this point through
the career of one of the greatest capitalist figures of
the twentieth century — Gamal Abdel Nasser.

The achievements of
Nasser as President of
Egypt in terms of anti-
imperialist struggle make a
contemporary figure such as
Khomeini in Iran appear
pathetic. Nasser seized not
an American embassy but
the then greatest symbol of
imperialist domination in
the entire Arab world —
the Suez Canal.

He twice fought wars
with Israel. In 1956, in the
Suez invasion, Nasser
engaged in a direct military
struggle with British and
French imperialism. He
made the first great arms
agreements between an
Arab state and the Soviet
Union. In 1961 he na-
tionalised the majority of
big industry in Egypt.

Bloody

For these actions
Nasser enjoved a populari-
ty among the Arab people,
and an influence extending
outside them, unequalled
by any other figure. His
death in September 1970
led to the biggest funeral in
history. Around 5 million
of the poor of Cairo lined
the streets at his death in

-unrestrained grief.

Yet today the Egyptian
State  bequeathed by
Nasser has signed the
Camp David agreement
with Israel. It is the second
largest receiver of US
military and economic aid
in the world. These Camp
David accords were the
direct prelude and precon-
dition for Israel’s bloody
invasion of the Lebanon.

What is more this turn
around in Egyptian policy
was prepared by Nasser’s
regime itself. In July 1970
Nasser announced accep-
tance of the United States’
‘Roger’s Plan’ for the
Middle East — the direct

redecessor of Reagan’s
atest anti-Arab initiative.

What is the relation-
ship between these ‘two
sides’ of Nasser? What at-
titude therefore did

revolutionaries have to
take to him and his
regime?

The way to understand
the apparent contradiction
of the policies of Nasser is
to grasp that he was a
faithful representative of
the interests of his class —
the Egyptian bourgeoisie.
As the ruling class of a
semi-colonial country this
bourgeoisie had two
enemies. The first were the
bourgeoisies of the imp-
perialist countires which
systematically looted
Egypt and prevented even
its own capitalist class tak-
ing the profits that were
available. The second
enemy was its own work-
ing class and peasantry
which the Egyptian ruling
class exploited.

Both these forces were
obstacles to the interests of
the Egyptian bourgeoisie
but they were not at all
equivalent enemies. The
struggle between the Egyp-
tian ruling class and the
imperialists was over how
to divide the cake of the
exploitation of the Egyp-
tian workers and peasants.
Of course the Egyptian
bourgeoisie tried to get a
larger slice for itself. It
wanted the profits from
the Suez canal instead of
them going to the British
and French capitalists.

Spoils

The clash of interests
between the Egyptian rul-
ing class and the im-
perialists on this was a very
real one culminating in
war. But the question of
how to divide up the spoils
of exploitation in general
was an issue which could
be decided between the
Egyptian bourgeoisie and
imperialism on a common
basis,

Both had a common
interest in the exploitation
of the Egyptian workers
and peasants. The Egyp-
tian bourgeoisie wanted
the largest possible slice of
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Egypt’s former president Nasser

Bevan Spsakin at mass Labour Party demonstration against Suez War, 1956

the cake for itself but it
could still get by with a
smaller one.
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The contradiction bet-
ween the Egyptian ruling
class and its working class
and peasantry was, and is
of an entirely different
type however. A victory of
the imperialists means a
smaller slice of the cake
for the Egyptian
bourgeoisie. But a victory
of the working class and
peasants would mean its
total destruction.

__From this flowed the
different attitudes of the
Egyptian bourgeoisie and
therefore of the Nasser
regime, to its different op-
ponents. To imperialism it
could engage in struggles
like Suez. But it could also
arrive at a compromise or
a capitulation — as with

the Rogers plan.

Towards the workers
and peasants it was a war
to the death, Particular
concessions could be made
to them, if necessary, but
fundamentally the Egyp-
tian bourgeoisie had to
control and destroy the
class aims of the over-
whelming majority of the
Egyptian people.

Using terms which [ will
explain in detail later, the
Egyptian bourgeoisie had
a relative contradiction
with the interests of im-
perialism but an absolute
contradiction with the in-
terests of the Egyptian
workers and peasants.

Next week I will show
how this worked out in
practice.
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Solidarnosc debates

As information filters out of Paland, the size
of the 31 August confrontations is becoming
clearer. It now seems that as many as 250,000
braved armed police and tanks to take the
streets. Solidarity is discussing its tactics. An

argument is developing between a ‘moderate’ §

current, dominated by the intellactuals,
which seeks reform through decentralised
resistance, and a radical current that wants a
centralised movement to prepare a general
strike. Here Jacqueline Allio reports on these
debates and the aftermath of 31 August.

‘The underground must
create favourable conditions
for social agreement through
pressure on the authorities; at
the same time conquering
positions through which it can
extend social and political
rights, The movement should
be decentralised.’

This extract from the draft
declaration-programme
published at the end of July
by TKK, Solidarity’s provi-
sional national committee,
shows the moderates are gain-
ing ground. No mention of a
general strike appeared in the
text. This view has been domi-
nant in the recent clandestine
press:

‘We must defeat the myth
of the *big coup’, we must sh-
ed the illusion that August
1980 can be repeated and

thosein power forced tosigna
new agreement...Even a well

prepared  general sirike,
together with active defence
of the factories, cannot

change what has happened on
13 December. There will only
be more victims.,. The general

sirike cannot be won, even -

with the support of a majority
of factories.’

But Z. Romaszewski
(recently arrested) and W.
Frasyniuk, who lead a radical
current, reply that 13
December  didn't  happen
because of a general strike but
because Solidarity’s leader-
ship did not prepare for con-
frontation. This view s
echoed by many workers’ ar-
ticles in clandestine bulletins.

‘The general sirike seems
the best way to fight, provid-

ed it is meticulously organis-
ed: the form of strike must be
decided in each factory and
enterprise. It will be worth it
even if it takes months to
prepare. Through the church
we must set up a network to
distribute food and
medicines, so that people are

Riot police massive repre.
Solidarnosc, 31 August. This is part of the Warsaw

MEXICO

For the last month the financial world has
been rocked by anxiety as to the conse-
guences of Mexico being unable to repay its

international debt.

Measures taken by the Mexican govern-
ment to stem the crisis have taken the form
of @ combined package of austsrity and na-
tionalisation of the banks.

Heather and Raquel, two militants of the
PRT (Revolutionary Workers Party, Mexican
section of the Fourth International), now the
country's fourth largest party, explain what
has happened since the July elections and
their party’s attitude to the government’s

latest measures.
THE ELECTIONS show-
ed a massive increase in the
overall amount of votes
cast, This  surprised
everybody.

The increase did not go
to the governing Pﬁ[
(Institutional Revolu-
tionary Party), but to the
opposition.

The main reason was
the economic crisis and the
crisis in the PRI.

The economic crisis
this year was of gigantic
proportions even before
the spectacular results of
the international crisis of
this month.

We had a projected in-
flation rate of 100 per
cent. Probably a million
people will be fired this
year, making our
unemployed and under-
employed rate 65 per cent
of the workforce.

In March this year
there was an eight per cent
cut in public spending
which followed six years of
austerity, This cut includ-
ed all construction that
was not directly linked to
production; which means
that buildings and roads
were left half-completed.

On the other hand the
PRI has failed to pacify
the rank and file of the
union and peasant move-
ment and a new movement
in Mexico — the shanty-
town dwellers.

These movements have
escaped PRI control and
have formed a national
coalition.

The PRI was looking
for a mandate, and not
just a majority vote. Their
failure meant they had to
commit fraud.

Fraud is very normal in
Mexican elections. But it
was very blatant this time.

But the PPS and the
PST — the former an old
Stalinist party, the latter
‘Marxist-Leninist’ sup-
porters of the PRI — were
‘given’ votes.

Lopez Portillo

This raised the amount
of minority votes and in
particular raised the votes
of those minority parties
who supported the PRI
and therefore in propor-
tion lowered ours.

They also lowered the
PRT’s votes so that we on-
ly had 1.47 percent of
votes, not enough to get
any members of parlia-
ment even though we got
more than 2 per cent on
the presidential election
campaign — enough to get
registered.

We feel, of course, that
we got the same amount
on the votes for members
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of parliament but were
denied them because of
this juggling.

We are the only party
which is nationally
registered but does not
have any members of
parliament.

The PRI cannot risk
having revolutionary
members of parliament to
expose it. On the day the
fraud was announced the
prices of bread, tortillas
and gasoline and cooking
gas and of electricity were
increased by 100 per cent.

On the same day the
government  announced
that they have contracted a
$400 million loan from the

tactics

not at the generals’ mer-
cy...And we have to make
propoganda in the army and
police.’ savs one article signed
‘the trade unionist’.

Would this worker have
changed his mind after 31
August? Many moderates
have become more defeatist

USA and that they will sell
double the amount of oil
to the USA at the old fixed
price.

This of course was the
price of the loan.

This whole period was
summed up by President
Lopez Portillo in his state
of the union address on 1
September when he an-
nounced the nationalisa-
tion of private banks with
their debts.

This was accompanied
by a move to get a mass
base by decreeing the
unionisation of 140,000
bank workers.

This nationalisation of
the banks is a progressive

action.

than ever: on 4 September the
French Solidarnosc represen-
tative told Liberation that
Solidarnosc had lost control
and was in a ‘cul-de-sac’. But
he could only propose more
moderation to solve the pro-
blems.

The evidence suggests that

step of course, but it was
also a ploy.

" Its objectives are to
control the financial situa-
tion. But the devaluation
will lower the cost of
labour and investment will
be much more atiractive
for foreign capital, thus
speeding up the ‘dollarisa-
tion’ of our economy — in
spite of control of dollar
exchange,

Portillo says that na-
tionalisation will prevent
the flow of dollars out of
the country: but most of
the dollars that Ieave the
country are in payment of
the national debt.

Nationalisations  are

p nationwide demonstrations marking the birth of

workers are becoming more
exasperated and that their
radicalisation is growing. The
economic situation is getting
worse. The cost of living has
gone up 104 per cent in six
months. And no-one believes
the government’s will end the
state of emergency afier the

completely tied up with a
policy of smashing in-
dependent organisations
of the working -class
despite the unionisation
decree among bank
workers.

You also have firings,
sometimes of 2000
workers in a single factory
from one day to the next;
and we say that there is a
danger not yet
crystallised — of a certain
conservatism if the bosses
are forcing workers to
choose: either we fire you
Or you go on short time
working.

There have been some
reactions: there are three

wave of repression of 31
August.

The danger is that without
a- centralised and collective
response, repression  will
escalate against Solidarnosc
militants. Four-year prison
sentences are being handed
out to leaflet distributors.

The lack of concrete
perspectives to meet this
repression is aggravating the
differences, and even leading
to splits. In Wroclaw a
number of impatient militants
have set up ‘Combative
Solidarity’ with part of the
local appartus. It emphasises
street l‘]ijghting, Its undeniable
appeal to young workers will
only increase the disorienta-
tion of many other workers
unless the national leadership
can respond to the urgent pro-
blems of today. As one mili-
tant says: ‘A peaceful
understanding is impossible.
Since an agreement can only
be reached if we make conces-
sions, and as we have nothing
to concede, then they would
have to make concessions.
But these must be torn from
them, and any agreement
must not be a national agree-
ment but a simple armistice
between the people and a

The crisis after the election

foreign power which is
against them.’
anti-austerity coalitions,

but they organise only the
vanguard of the vanguard -
of the working class. Qur
policy is to unify these
three coalitions.

Portillo also called for
‘political austerity’. Thisis
a new term, but not a new
policy. It means and im-
mediate increase in repres-
sion which began straight
after the electoral fraud.

Our comrades have
been harassed, picked up
and terrorised particularly
where they play a leading
role in struggles — and this
is obviously not confined
to us.

PRT Aims

We asked Heather
and Raquel what the
PRT is doing now.

We think it is much
more difficult for the PRI
to get a nationalist base
than in the 1930s when
they nationalised the oil
industry. We therefore
want, 1grst, to consolidate
the gain of the election.
We have doubled our
membership, to 1,600, and
we want to triple the sales
of our paper which are still
low.

We also have expanded
the number of states where
we have members. Before
the campaign we existed in
19 states and now we exist
in 29 out of 32 states,
which obviously means we
have major new organisa-
tional problems. So we
also aim to expand our ap-
paratus: we have added
more professionals, we
now own a headquarters

and press, and we are
stabilising regional cen-
tres,

But it’s also important
to become a pole of attrac-
tion to other revolutionary
organisations who came
around us in the cam-

Peasants at a PRT rally

paign. There is a small
group of about 100
members with whom we
expect to fuse soon; and
there are larger organisa-
tions of a Maoist tradition

who have now, for the first
time, been forced to take
us into account, work with
us, and discuss with us.
The third thing we
want to do is expand our

mass work. In the peasant
movement we have an
organisation which we
have been building since
1976, a mass peasant
organisation with

16-25,000 people which
now says that it recognises
the PRT as its party. We
want also to expand mass
work amongst women and
amongst shanty town
dwellers. We want to
organise the turn to in-
dustry much better,
although this is difficult
during a recession; but it
includes organising na-
tional fractions for
workers who have joined
during the campaign —
petroleum workers, auto
workers, electricity
workers, and so on.
Lastly, our major cam-
paigns are to expand.
There will be local elec-
toral campaigns, but our
m_arjc:ur national campaign
will be against austerity.

: g We will be calling for a
&5 programme
& capitalist measures such as
= nationalisation,

s reforms to tax profits and

of  anti-
tax

cancelling the national
debt; the basic campaign,

; § however, will be to fight
£ attacks on our standard of

living.

Our second national
campaign is in solidarity
with the Salvadorian
revolution; and we have a
finance campaign to raise
15,000,000 pesos in-
cluding a ral‘]?'le of a house
and car!




When they voted at the TUC to
support the health workers by
taking solidarity strike action, Mr
Frank Chaprla, president elect of
the TUC could hardly get his hand in
the air. Not that he was suffering
from arthritis. He and his union
just could not bring themselves to
break the law.

The fact that the NHS is being
bled to death by a rapacious Tory
government did not move Mr
Chapple, but then he has taken
out insurance against the health
service falling apart. Being an en-
thusiastic supporter of the
welfare state he has got his
members in a private health
scheme.

So obviously some of his union
executive can’t understand what
all the fuss is about having a free
health service for all. Surely that's
just a romantic notion held by daft

For a woman’s

Johs f

ot

socialists and militants like Sean
Geraghty.

Anyhow he was in a very smalli
minority, and some naive people
even thought that his action could
cost him the presidency of the
TUC. But they did not understand
trade union solidarity. Whatever
else happes the brothers stick
together through thick and thin.
As one the TUC dutifully next day
voted him into the presidency.

The leaders know that jobs,
prestige and position are far more
important than principles. What's
free health service and a wage
claim involving over one million
low paid workers compared to
their right to run the TUC as and
how they think fit.

If they start giving people like
Chapple the heave ho, what could
happen to them?

S no rke

or the boys

Right wing organises
The following letter has been circulating EETPL
branches in the Oldham area.

TO: MEMBERS IN OLDHAM AREA
Dear Colleague,

At the local elections in May, Labour performed bette
against the SDP/Liberal Alliance than expected. Howeve
even in those local elections, as well as in recent by
slections and in the opinion polls, Labour, whilst still r
mainingna major Party, is not doing nearly as wall as
should be against the Consearvative Governmaent. It is als
interesting that the only by-election where Labour ha
done well was in Coatbridge and Airdrie where our car
didate was a traditional Labour moderate.

There is obviously widespread concern amongst trad
tional Labour Party supporters at the activities of the F:
Left in the Labour artg, at their attacks on the Parliamer
tary leadership and the British Forces in the Falkiand
crisis. There is, therefore, a major task to be undertaken t
ensure that Constituency Labour Parties in particule
reflect the views of ordinary Labour voters who do nc
wish to sea the Party they have supported taken overby e
tremists and years of effort and work squandered. The
would like to get involved and help the fight back.

It should be clear that this does not involve attendin
endless meetings, just making a small effort. If you woul
like to assist the Union in the battle to restore the Labou
Party to being representative of ordinary Labour voter:
please fill in the attached form and return it in the envelop
provided to Head Office.

Yours fraternally,
F.J. Chapple,
General Secretary

right to benefit

By Jude Arkwright

THE TORY ATTACKS on womens rights to go out to
work are being extended to attacks on women
claiming benefit. Two weeks ago Socialist Challenge
reported on the startling proposals of the Rayner
report whereby women will lose benefit if they don’t
prove they are ‘available for work’.

The glossy brochures of the government seeking to
attract foreign tourists portrays Sri Lanka as the
Paradise Island. However, like most other under-
developed countries Sri Lanka is wracked by high
unemployment, massive external debts, unbridled
inflation and widespread malnutrition.

Besides this the policies of successive govern-
ments have alienated the Tamil community and
driven them to the conclusion that they will never
get equal rights of justice in a state dominated by the

But how many of us
are aware of the daily
misery  which  single
mothers claiming benefit
— especially women who
have been battered by their
husbands — have been go-

__ing through since another
set of proposals were
sneaked through by the
government in November
19807

Wandsworth Womens
Aid have just published a
pamphlet which tells the
truth about women driven
out of their homes by
violent men.

Single mothers,
especially women who
have been forced to leave
home because of batter-
ing, are dependent on sup-
plementary benefit for
their main source of in-
come. When they leave
home because of violence,
they are able to take very
little with them. They are
afraid to go back for their
belongings. Because of
this they need Emergency
Payments and other lump
sum benefits to help them
start off a new life.

Under a new law, pass-

ed in November 1980, such
payments are  being
drastically reduced.
Payments are no longer
made at the discretion of
the officers but according
to a new set of rules which
lay down what can be paid
and to whom. Clothing
and fuel allowances in par-
ticular are now expected to
come out of the regular
benefit payment.

For these women this
means a choice between
food or clothing since the
paltry benefit payment will
not stretch to both.

This is typical punitive
behaviour of a govern-
ment which wants every
woman to be a patient and
long suffering wife look-
ing after hearth and home
— and seeks to introduce
petty punishments for
women who don’t do as
they want.

These vicious, mean
and spiteful attacks must
be brought out into the
open and fought against.

A Womans Right to
Benefit. Available from
Womens Aid, 374 Grays
Inn Road. WCT1.

Air-India official

strike

Eleventh week

Sinhala political parties.

Even the leaders of the
government admitted that the
demand for a separate state
by the Tamils was based on
real and deep felt grievances
about discrimination they
have suffered in the spheres of
University Education, col-
onisation of land in Northern
and Eastern provinces and the
right to use their language.

They pledged that if they
were elecied to power, they
would’ convene an all party
conference to resolve these
Rmblems. The government

as disregarded this eEleclge

and instead encouraged anti-
Tamil racism and increased
repression.

This policy of the govern-
ment and 1ts consequent
escalation of state repression
and Tamil resistance has led
to the frame up of two Tamil
youths, who have been
sentenced to death for
allegedly killing a policeman.
This sentence is entirely based
on the ‘confessions’ made by
these youth whilst being held
in custody by the Army and
the Police, and according to
them exacted by means of tor-
ture. If carried out, it can only
worsen the tensions between
the Tamils and Sinhalese.

These two youths — Kut-
timani and Jegan — were sup-
porters of the Tamil Eelam
movement which calls for a
separate state for Tamils in
their traditional homelands in
the Northern and Eastern
province of Sri Lanka.

After the Sinhalese judge
passed death sentence on Kut-
timani and Jegan both youths
again reiterated their in-
nocence saving that killing
them would not destroy the
Eclam movement.

In Kuttimani’s own
words, ‘I am not guilty of any
offence. I am innocent ... The
verdict of this Court given in
this case today will provide a
new impetus, fertile manure
and an encouragement for the
establishment of Tamil
Eelam. This will not be the
only case. There will be other
Tamils who will be brought
before this court on similar
false charges ... the punish-
ment imposed will encourage
the liberation of Tamils’. In
weeks and months to come
these defiant words will
become the war cry of hun-
dreds of Tamil youth and
Kuttimani and Jegan will
become their heroes.

The policy of racial

descrimination and repression
followed by the UNP govern-
ment is one part their attacks
on the Sri Lankan workers,
peasants and other oppressed
people. It is hoped by these
means to set the Sinhale and
Tamil workers and peasants
against each other.

That is why the Revolu-
tionary Marxist Party (SLFI)
has opposed the racist policies
of the Sri Lankan capitalist
class and stands for the self-

determination of Tamil
Eelam up to and including
secession. The RMP calls for
a halt to the execution of Kut-
timani and Jegan and
demands the repeal of the
Prevention of Terrorism Act
which encourages torture and
frame up of oppositionists.
In Britain a campaign for
the release of Eelam political
prisoners in  Sri Lanka
(CREPP) has already been
formed and seeking to build a

The frameup thatbodesill for theParadise Island

broad based movement to —
® Stop the execution of Kut
timani and Jeganathan

@ Procure the release of al
other political prisoners and
® Repeal of the Preventio
of Terrorism Act.

Telegrams calling fo
release of these prisoner
should be sent to Mr J.R
Jayawardene, The Presi
dent, President’s House
Colombo 1, Sri Lanka.

WE HAVE recently lobbied the 1982 TUC Con-
gress with the aim of generating wider support
and publicity for our cause.

To this end. we are now calling upon the
Labour Movement to assist us in our struggle,
the issues of which are fundamental to the
principle of workers unity and erosion of Trade
Union rights.

Air-India’s UK company. The remaining

ecp JUSTIE

e

have the full backing of
our Labour and Trade

4 . Union invites manage-
ment to ACAS. Manage-

management has launched
a flagrant attack upon
trade unionism within our
company and seeks to
create the repressive work-
ing conditions which are
currently in force in India.

A number of our
members having succumb-
ed, through fear, to
management’s propagan-
da and intimidation are
being actively encouraged
to provide a blackleg
labour force within the

one hundred of us, who
refuse to be forced back to
work until the dispute is
fairly settled, have no
been sacked. :

Despite the adverse
political and economic
climate, we are committed
to continuing the battle for
justice, fair treatment and
the hard-won rights of
working people in this
country.

It is now more im-
perative then ever that we

Union colleagues if we are
to resist the actions of a
management inspired by
the devisive policies of the
present Tory Government.

Below is a brief outline of
our dispute:-

1 . Management breaks
agreement signed on 29th
May by 2nd June.

2 . Suspends Shop Steward
on 3rd June.

3 . Work-to-rule and Over-
time Ban called on 7th
June

ment refuse.

5 . Shop Steward is sacked
at end of June. Branch
vole to take strike action
2nd July.

6 . Management calls sirike
‘illegal’ and
‘unauthorised’ as per In-
dian law.

7 . All workers told in future
new contracts of employ-
ment will be issued con-
taining Indian
discipﬁnary and work
procedures — no in-
dustrial action or strikes

allowed. Union-told at
least 20 strikers would be

dismissed even if we did
capitulate and return to
work — reasons for
dismissals would be for
taking “illegal strike ac-
tion’.

8 . Certain other airlines at
Heathrow form strike
support group as they
feel dispute is not only
Air-India issue but
overall struggle of
workers against
repressive managements,

9 . 100 strikers sacked on 4th
August.

hoto: MORNING STAR

October Banquet

East London Socialist Challenge

Splendid food, auction, Disco and bar.
Guest speakers from Central America
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Tickets from M Martin PO Box 16
136 Kingsland High Road, E8 (986 6439)
Cheques to Hackney Book Club

W

| 0 Marelt on Indian High

Commission in London

took place on 16th

August.

We would ask you to
specifically assist us in the
following ways:-

Express support and con-
cern publicly, both in the
news media and by writing to
the Prime Minister of India,
Mrs. Ghandi, the High Com-
mission of India and Air-
India’'s Regional Director in
London.

Publicise our dispute
wherever possible within the
Trade Union Movement,

particularly with workers ani

bodies associated with Civi
Air Transport

Help us with fund raisin
and financial support.

For fur
ther information and dona
tions to the Strike Fund pleas
contact the Air-India Sho
Stewards/Strike Committe
on:

Tel no. 01-848-343.
01-673-7922 01-674-8874
or c¢/o Transport and Genera
Workers Union, Brancl
1/1305, Transport House
7/9, South Road, Southall
Middlesex.
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Last chance
to help
Red Trotter

SUNDAY 19 September will see another
glorious page written in the annals of
socialist history. That's the day when the
Red Trotter, Socialist Challenge sup-
porter Steve Faulkner, runs a total of 26
miles 385 yards to raise money for your
paper.

You may have watched on TV last
weekend the women's and men’s marathons
at the European Athletics Championships:
the sweat and tears of more than two and a
quarter hours’ running. Waell, our Steve has
been running sixty miles a week in training
paced by four Revolution comrades on
bicycles just to get fit for this fundraiser.

So while you're noshing your Sunday
lunch just think of the Red Trotter pounding
mile after mile, think of those blisters all in
the aid of filling our coffers!

Better still, think of how you can feel less
guilty by rushing your sponsorship for Steve
to the address below. Remember, just 10p per
mile will bring Socialist Challenge £2.60. If
Steve can run 26 miles for us, suraly you can
afford the paitry effort of sponsoring him.
Write to Marathon sponsorship, Socialist
Challenge, PO Box 50, London N1 2XP.

Renew your sellers” sub now!

Many of our regular readers and sellers
took out subscriptions six months ago. Many
of these are now falling due for renewal. Next
week’s Socialist Challenge will be 16 pages
packed with articles and interviews on the
healthworkers’ day of action and the battie at
Labour Party conference against the witch-
hunt. If you don’t want to miss your copy of
this crucial issue of the paper, then rush your
renewal subscription to us immediately.

Public Meetin

NO WITCHUNT! NO REGISTER! g
DEFEND THE RIGHT TO ORGANISE IN THE LABOUR PARTY

MONDAY 20 SEPTEMBER — 8pm BRIXTON TOWN HALL

Speakers: JO RICHARDSON PETER TATCHEL JOAN MAYNARD TED KNIGHT
TERESA WRACK (MILITANT) AUEW AND EETPU SPEAKERS

Sponsored by Lambeth Central and Norwood Labour Parties
Organised by Lambeth Labour Campaign against the Witchunt

Leadership prepares expulsions

Rally round the
paper!

WITH A FRONT PAGE that will proclaim
the need to kick out the Tories and to
win a Labour government pledged to
socialist policies, we are expecting big
sales of the paper and subscriptions in
the week of the National Strike.

* On the big day itself, teams of Socialist
Challenge sellers will be travelling up to Lon-
don on Wednesday, distributing our state-
ment, selling the paper and subscriptions.

If you want to join your local team phone
Distribution on 01-359 8371 and we’'ll put you
in touch.

In London, sellers will be meeting at the
Belvedere Road entrance to County Hall at
10.30am to sell along the route. All supporters
welcomed.

* On the Young CND ‘Jobs not Bombsmarch
Socialist Challenge will be sold all along the
route in Salford, Bolton, Preston and on
arrival in Blackpool itself. With its interviews
with marchers, the review of this year’s CND
conference and a look-back at the Malvinas
war, Socialist Challenge is vital for every anti-
missile activist. Contact 061-236 4905 if you
can help with sales.

* At Labour Party conference Socialist
Challenge will be alongside those delegates
fighting the witch-hunt.

With an issue-by-issue guide to the con-
ference, in depth coverage of the witch-hunt,
and with Ron Brown MP previewing the
issues at the conference, Socialist Challenge
will be indispensible reading for this cross-
roads conference. Contact Brian Smith on
01-359 8371 if you want to join our sales team
at Blackpool.

Let’s rally round the paper!

2%
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MICHAEL FOOT and the labour leadership
have made their plans for the witch-hunt abun-
dantly clear. First the register of organisations
within the Labour Party will be passed by the
conference, and then the leadership of the
Militant tendency will be expelled.

The first targets will be the eight parliamen-
tary candidates who support Militant, then
other named leaders of Militant will be expell-
ed — anywhere between 20 and 70 people.

Last Sunday Foot said
that he expected local con-
situency parties to ‘deal
with’ the Militant can-
didates. The organisation
sub-committee last Mon-
day agreed that in future
prospective candidates will
be expected to publicly re-
nounce Militant in order
1o get NEC approval.

There should be no
illusion that the witch-
hunt will be limited to a
small group of Militant
supporters. If the expul-
sion of the Militant leaders
is accepted, the ground
will be prepared to take the
expulsions further. Other
groups will come under
fire. The right wing will
not be satisfied with a few
token scalps.

At the present time the
Militant  itself  seems
prepared to ‘roll with the
punches” — to accept
limited expulsions in
return for the opportunity
to build up their support.
This is a foolish policy
which allows the Labour
leadership to get away with
murder in return for a pro-
mise of future com-

romise. But if witch
unter-in-chief Foot
comes for the Militant
leadership today, he will
be back for the rest of their
supporters and other left-

wingers tomorrow.
That's why the left

needs a policy of total op-

position to all expulsions,

total opposition to the
register and refusal to im-
plement or co-operate
with either.

The decision of the
Labour leadership to lunge
ahead with this full scale
witch hunt is a devastating
blow to the struggle
against the Tories and the
prospects of a Labour vic-
tory at the next general
election. Michael Foot
said at the weekend that
they key thing for the
Labour Party is to get over

Fight the witch-hunt

its internal differences and
‘direct its attention to the
fundamental issue of
unemployment’ and _the
fight against the Tories.
But their action in trying
to expel Militant sup-
porters has ensured that
this is impossible.

After the Labour con-
ference a huge battle
against constituency par-
ties who refuse to accept
the dropping of their
parliamentary candidates
and the expulsion of

members. It is on the cards
that local parties will be
dis-affiliated. No internal
peace is possible while the
parliamentary leadership
is determined to expel
socialists from the party.

It is now very obvious
that Labour’s leaders have
given up any hope of winn-
ing the election. The pro-
spect of forming the
government while the left
in the party and the unions
is wvery strong terrifies
them. They want to blame
the left, and the Bennite
left in particular, for elec-

SUBSCRIBE!

toral defeat. They are
prepared to plunge the
party into disarray in order
to defeat the left once and
ror'EId'tll-e h i d
VpOCrisy  an
betrayal involved i):l these
actions is incredible. Foot,
Shore, Healey and com-
pany have no compunc-
tion whatever in walking
over the aspirations of
millions of working people .
to ensure that Labour is
made ‘safe’ — for the rul-
ing class. If the conse-
quence is another five
years of Thatcher, or five
years of Tory/Alliance
government, then so be it.

B 270 prepare all-out

2 opposition to the witch
= hunt, Hackney WNorth
@ CLP with the support of
S 15 other constituencies
< js organising a con-
© ference for 30 October.
2 All labour movement
E T bodies should send

Qo delegates. For details
s write to: Labour Partiss
_ ©against the witch hunt,
szc/o 60 Ferndale Rd.,
London SW4.

5
Foot; will not stop at Militant /leaders

SPECIAL OFFER

For readers who take out a year's inland
subscription we are offering a free copy of Alan
Freeman's new book THE BENN HERESY. The
book normally costs £3.50

Alteratively we are offering Henri Weber's
book NICARAGUA — THE SANDINIST REVOLU-
TION (Usual price £2.95).

Subscription Rates:

Inland: 12 months £14.00/6 months £7.00/
10 issues £2.00

Overseas: 12 months only

Surface & Europe £17.00/Air mail £24.00
(Please delete as appropriate)
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Special Offer

Ploase sent M. . . reieiiiciicansmonnma sssaniianss
For multi-reader institutions double the above rates

Send to Socialist Challenge, P.O. Box 50,
London N1 2XQ




