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‘28 October is the most vital day for decision in
the history of the mine worker’. In these
words, Arthur Scargill, President of the miners
union, addressed over 3,000 South Wales
miners in the first of the mass rallies to win
backing for the NUM ballot for strike action,

The decision of the miners will be vital for
the whole working class movement. A spirit of
determination is welling up inside the working
class. The water workers struck solidly on
Monday in their first ever national strike. The
strength of feeling that exists resulted in strike
action even before the management had made
an offer — much to the fury of the Tory press.

Telecom workers followed with a massive
turn-out for their one-day strike on Wednes-
day. They are determined to prevent the Tories
privatising their industry.

Meanwhile overwhelming pressure is
mounting for all-out strike action by the health
uniens to bring their five month battle to a
speedy conclusion.

‘The British miners can be a catalyst that

can spark off the fight against the Tory govern-
ment stated ‘Mick McGahey, NUM vice-
president at the same South Wales rally. ‘'The
Tories can only chase you if you're running. It's
time we stopped running, stood firm and
started to fight back’.

Any retreat has been seized on by the
Tories, As Scargill put it; 'if you want to avoid
the butchery of British Steel and British Rail; If
you want to maintain your jobs and those of
your grandchildren, then there is only one
answaer: Vote ‘yes’ in the ballot’,

This same question is facing nearly all sec-
tors. It faces the steel workers threatened with
more redundancies. It faces car workers at
British Leyland and Vauxall who have rejected
company offers,

This has a meaning for the Labour leaders.
Again, as Arthur Scargill put it; 'Our message is
that the next Labour government has one
prime objective: to show the same loyalty to
their class as the Tories do to theirs.’

e
Mick McGahey, Scottish NUM lsedar

"The Tories can

only chase you if
you're running’ w v
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Dear Tony Benn,
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Dear Tony

REPRINTED here is an open letter which was produced
and distributed by Soclalist Challenge supporiers in
West London af o public meeting 1
Bernn on 6 Oceaber attended by over 300 people. Socialis!
Challenge endorses ils proposuls.

TWO YEARS AGO your campaign forthe deputy
leadership of the Labour Party inspired militants
in the trade unions and the constituency Labour
Partics. Then we werestill reeling from the defeats
imposed by Jim Callaghan and Denis Healey.

Mow, many of the policies we were then
fighting for have hesn won, and the mass move-
ment is finding its feet again at last. Labour is com-
mitted to unilateral disarmament, to full employ-
ment, to withdraw from the EEC, against incomes
policy {just about) and for social justice for
women, black people and youth.

The tremendous demonstrations in support of
the health workers have shown we have the capaci-
ty to fight the Tories. A Labour victory is within

Yet with this victory in sight, last week's con-
ference saw a right wing NEC imposed on the par-
ty by the manipulation of the hlock vote; women
denied greater representation; leaders like Hat-
tersley rushing to the media to denounce con-
ference policy. And more imporiant of all, a
divisive and destructive purge launched against
those who defend socialist policies in the Labour

We don't believe that the support exists in the
ranks of the Party and unions {or these attacks by
the right wing. We believe that if they are challeng-
ed — and we intend to challenge them — we can
unseat the right wing leaders like 5id Weighell and
prevent another Healev-type of government.

wi don'l believe that

can be made hostage to ‘conlidence in
Foot' as 2 leader. We must begin now to
stop the witch-hunt by refusing to accept any ex-
pulsions, supporting the Hackney Conference on
COrctober 30th and create a national network of par-
tics and unions who will resist expulsions and

We believe the left must now create a broad
alliance, as proposed by the new group of 22
Labour MP: formed last week, between the
Labour Parties, Parliamentary lefts and the
unions, Lo defend socialist policies and crganise
action to sceure them. And we belisve you should
plt your whole weight behind such moves,

You have spoken out in favour of them in the

But evervone on the left must now decide

dressed by Tony

such a

By Jeff King

whether to acf on them. If we wait until after the
election, &y then it may well be too fute. The alm of
the present right wing offensive is to destroy our
gains before the next election, because they are ter-
rified of having to implement the policies to which: |

THE KICKING OUT of Weighell means more
than the getting rid of an obnoxious trade
union leader. Its implications reach into the
trade union movement as a whole, and the

We're fighting back.

Birmingham, Peckham: which way for

By Alan Freeman

28 OCTOBER will see
a major election test
for the three parties
after their recent
conferences.
Pundits will be it-
ching to ‘interpraet’

votes for Labour
witch-hunter John
Spellars in Birm-

ingham  MNorthfiald,
and moderate laft

Socialiat Challenge

the party is now committed. We refuse to accept.

The demand we put to vou i3 this: foin thic
Jighr. The media will say it is a challenge to Foot's
leadership. If we succeed, we will be challenging
Fool's leadership. But it would be completely,
totally insane to zllow this fact to deter us from
defending what we have won and fighting to en-
sure that it is put.into practice.

When you say, therefore, that the party should
fight on its “existing policies, existing leadership,
and its existing membership’, we think you are
contradicting voursell, This leadership is attacking
the membership, and when it has finished with the
membership it will destroy our policies, So, which
are you going to put first? The membership? The
policies? Or the leadership?

winger Harriet Har-
man, legal adviser to
the National Council
for Civil Libarties, in
Packham.

Of course they'll ar-
tack the left whatever hap-
ns. If the candidates
do well it will be
down to ‘Michael Foot's
firm leadership®. If they do
badly it will be Militant's
fault. And of course if
Spellars does better than
Harman, the Sur will go
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Labour Party in particular.

Scargill’s exposure of
Weighell's double dealing
came about because the
miner’s leaders knew that
Weighell stood m the way
of building a highting Triple
Alliance. Buti gill also

Enew that Weighell had

helped the right wing to
take over the Labour Par-
ty NEC.

Having besn caught
put Weighell took a_gam-
ble which blew up in his
face. And this gives the lefr
ingide the union, and in-
gide the Labhour Party a
chance to start to change
things.

Weighell's exodus
means that rallworkers can

out of what passes for its
mind.

But in reality Labour's
vorte will depend, not on
the individual candidares
but ‘om- whether or not
vpters are convinced by
national events that the
Labour Party can imple-
ment ils promises, and
whether the false glow of
‘competence and resolve’
surrounding  Thatcher is
dissipared.

That’s why the best
chance of Labour wvictory
COMEs from the

begin to demand that an
official NUR delegation is
on the lobby of Downin
St. The Broad Left shoul
now push [orward in the
ranks and at NEC [evel for
building @ united: cam-
pai n with ASLEF, which
mcludes  joint  action
against job losses.

The left must now get a
candidate to stand for the
now vacant scorclary’s
job. Thiz candidate must
be prepared o fight
against job losses and help
ta make the union more
democratic and responsive
to the needs of the
membership.

Weighell used his vole

healthworkers  marching
through Peckham this
week, The recent modest
recovery in Labour's
showing dates from the
start of the health strike,
which made the first dent
in-" the . Tories® self-
confidence and work

.millions. of people up to

whatl privalisation means
m terms of human need.
The Labour Left s de-
nounced by the media and
its leaders because it pro-
vides a focus for such ex-
tra-parliamentary  action
—  particularly  around

He did not fall—
he neededa

to try to make sure that
Tom Breakwell a right-
wing EEPTLl candidate
got on the NEC instead of
Clarke, the nominee of the
left-wing MNUM. Such
practices have been all too

common, although they-

are not often discovered as
the rmight-wing  umon
leader's  impose  their
nominges on Labour's ex-
BCULIVES,

The union members
like the rest of the working
clasg cannot afford an
NMEC dominated by the
likes of Breakwell because
such an NEC will not fight
for policies which serve the
interests of MNUR
members, or NLUM.

Although the left on
the MEC and in the rail
depots was able 1o
organise around a con-
stitutional 1ssuc to ousl

Weighell there has still not
been a significant cam-
paign arpund jobs and
pay., The SGM voted to ac-
cepl the McCarthy recom-
mendations  which  will
result in massive job loss.

But the vote to accept
the McCarthy propos
was much narrower than
expected and this shows
that if the left campaign
and organise, the decision
can be turned around,

Past decisions by the
AGM have very [Lrmly
committed the union Lo re-
tain the grade of guard and
conferences of guards and
shunters have come out
against one-person opeéca-
tions.

If the NLIR 1z nat to he
blessed wirh another right-
wing secretary last week’s
victory must be rammed
home. That means an all-

Labour victory?

nuclear disarmament. By
defending itself against the
leadership’s attacks, the
left will defend the very
methods and policies that
offer the best chance of a
Labour victory.

But something more
needs 1o be said. If cither
candidate loses, itwillbea
defeat for the left. And if
either wins it will be & vic-
tary. Any defeat will be
secn as a vindication of
Maggie Thatcher's
heartless treatment of the
health workers, and will

drive Labour’s right wing
into even maore frantic at-
tempts to throw oot hard-
won palicy gains.

That is why Socialist
Challenge urges ils sup-
porters to join in and work
for a Labour viclory in
both constituencies: to put
the case for a vigorous
defence  of = socialist
policies, to persuade other
activists to build for =z
Labour victory by backing
the days of action, and 1o
take the next step in turn-
ing the tide against That-
cher.

out campaign against job
losses and for no worsen-
ing in working conditions,

Az long as the Labour
Party and union leaders let

Thatcher forge  ahead
without  resisting her
wholesale  slaughter of

jobs and services or her
war mania the Tory vote
will stay  united; ‘and
demoralised Lahour
voters will not hother turn-
ing out.

Moreover if the leader-
ship spends its lime de-
nouneing ils own members
instead of fighting That-
cher it will cause confusion
and  desertions  from
Labour’s ranks.
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Polish car warkers reading the first izssue of Solidarity’s independent naspap-r.

Fight the witch-hunt
say POEU militants

SUPPORT is growing for the 30 October con-
ference against the Witch-hunt, initiated by
Hackney North and Stoke Newington Labour

Party. It was reportad to the stesring commit-

tae that applications for delagate’s credentials
have been arriving at the rate of seven a day —
and rising. The last week before confaeranca is
a vital time to seek delegations: many Lahour
Party General Committees and Trades Coun-
cils meet during the week. We urge all Socialist
Challenge readers to pull out all the stops to
build the conference in this last week.

The London Scuth Central External Branch
of the Post Office Engineering Union has
decided to support the Confarance and to call
on all POEU branches to do likewise. CAROL
TURNER of the PDEU spoke to DERMOT
HUNT, Secretary of the LSCE branch and Lon-
don Broad Left, to find out why.

Carol: | undarstand your

branch is supporting the

Hackney Conference. Can
ou tell me why?

mot: As you probably
know, the Nattonal Exccutive
Committee has recently sent a
fetter to all branches asking
POEL  delegates 10 local
Labour Parties to support the
register.

That -same letter came
with & pamphlet, by Labour
Solidarity, which was a scan-
dalous attack on- Militani.
Cur recent branch mecting
discussed it and instructed me
to write lo Head Office ex-

Pressing our opposition.

Carol: Was it that same
meeting that decided to
support the Hacknay Con-
faranca?

Dermot: Yes, We'd received
details . from.  Southwark
Trades Council who were ask-
ing us to back it. We did, and
we decided to write to alf
POEU branches asking them
to do likewise. The decsion
by the NEC and Golding, the
Political Officer, to support
the register’ s undemocratic
— nO one  consulted  tme
members beforehand, no one
asked them if they wanted to

support this so-called Labour
Sﬁ:darily organisation,
We'veasked the rest of the
POEU branches to support
the Hackney Conference and
ta send delegares hecause the
register is an attack on the
democratic rights of socialists
in the labour movement to de-
fend their views. The real aim
of the register is to roll back
the democratic and policy
uins at Labour Party con-
crence.

Carol: What's your view of
the register and the witch-
hunts
Dermot: Well, I -think it's
summed up by what was said
at our meehng,. There are
three. reasons (o opposce the
TEgister.

First, the witch-hunt
against Militanr is completely
misdirected. It's the left of the
party who support the policies
of party conlference.

Second, an attack on Mili-
rarf is the thin end of the
wedge, The rest of the left are
next in line.

And finally, its real aim s
1o get away from the political
izgues, like the differences
between right and left, like in-

comes  policy  and  uni-,

lateralism.

It diverts attention from
the fact that Labour Party
and trade union leaders don't
reflect the views of their
members. And that's par-
ticularly true of the right wing
POEL leadership.

A
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We reprint the 9 October declaration of
the clandestine leadership of Solidarnosec, the
banned Polish trade union. It was issusd in
the name of comrades Bujak (Warsaw), Lis
(Gdansk), Hardek (Cracow), and Bednorz
(Wroclaw!on behalf of the Provisional National
Commission of Solidarnosc.

‘The dissolution of
all Polish trade unions
13 unprecedented in the
annals of civilised
societies. With this act
the military council
recognised it had suf-
fered a defeat.

The military council
has failed to destroy the
trade union movement,
and its attempts to cor-

rupt leading trade
unionists have come to
nothing,

For ten months during
the state of siege, workers
have showed their opposi-
lion to the regime of
military repression.

illegal

The Diet, the wvery
same which accepted the
creation of the military
council without protest
and in breach of the Polish
People’s Constitution,
which endorsed the illegal
Council of State decree
which opened the state of
siege, has dared against its
elector’s wishes to dissolve
trade unions organising 90
per cent of the adult
citizens of Poland. It has
thus deprived itself of its
social mandate,

The independent self-
managed trade union,
Solidarity, cannot be
dissolved except by deci-
sion of its members, OQur
organization exists  and
will pursue its activities to
create a  self-managed
republic.

Solidarnosc's  provi-
sional co-ordinating com-
mission calls on
members of the union, on
all workers and on all
unions to boycott the new
fake unions. Refusal to
join these unions will con-
stitute a type of national
referendum through which

Ay ot
SEEE

the national will pro-
nounces itself  against
repression, against  the
enslavement of the people,
against deepening social

mizery, against thirty-
sCvEen years ~ of ‘a
catastrophic  social and

cconomic policy.

Boycott

Not to boycott the new
unions: would amount to
treachery to the ideals of
the independent trade
union movement. This
referendum will be the first
in the annals of people’s
Poland and our rulers will
find it hard to falsify the
results.

10 MNovember, second
anniversary of Solidarity’s
registration, should be a
day of protest. We appeal
1o all workers, re an:ﬁess
of trade union affiliation,
to protest massively and
on a national scale apainst
poverty and the violation
of the iaw.

On 10 Movember we
will launch a protest strike
of four hours duration
from 10 o' clock in the
morning. The strike must
be organised so that its
leaders are unknown. In
every factory, in every
workshop and in every sec-
tion, a secrel commiliee
must be ser up to prepare
the protest on
Movember. The unfolding
of the demonstration will
trace out the future path of
the union’s strategy.

‘Solidarity exists
and wrill axist,
whether you like it or
not’

fLech Walesa, addressing
Solidarnosc’s  first  na-
tional congress)

Labour Abortion Rights Campaign

refuses

AT ITS Annual General Mesting in
June this year, the Labour Abortion
Rights Campaign decided to ballot its
membership on whether the campaign
should apply to be included on the Na-
tional Executive Committee’s registar of
non-affiliated groups within the Labour

Party.

Thea result of the ballot iz now known:
LARC’s members voted overwhslmingly

Lobby NEC against
witch-hunt

Tha Steering Committee of the 30 Octobar
Conference against the Witch-hunt have call-
ed for a mass lobby of the Labour Party’s Na-
tional Executive Committee when it meets at

a campaign.

sion.

ngain;ut registration, thereby supporting
the views of the AGM that registration
would render LARC totally ineffective as

Sixty seven per cent of the member-
ship returned ballot papers, 87 percent of
which ware opposed to registration.

The General Secretary of the Labour
Party has been informed of LARC’s deci-
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the end of November. It asks constituent
erganisations of the Labour Party to endorse

the lobby and sand paopls with banners.

Socialist Challange asks all readers to put
motions to labour movement bodies back-
ing the lobby — particularly Young Socialist
branches, General Committeass and trade
union branches.

30 Octobar
Country.Hall, London
Contact: Labour against
the witch-hunt
107 Mevill Rd, London NTE.

Labouragainst
the witch-hunt

s mo imclude:

MPs: Norman Atkinson, Ron Brown, Bob Cryver, Martia Flannery, Les Huckfleld, 1

Muynard, Reg Race, Allan Robsris, Emie Roberts, Dmlfm Rlirmer, Audeey Wise o
Hilary Bryer, Jeremy Corhym, lan Roxburgh, l:'h.rj:?‘nm

Unians and browd lefes (in personal capacisyy
Sapper ACTT, John Aitken EETPU, Phil Holt POEU, Ray Davies [STC
CLPs: Hackney Morth, Bermondscy, Chipping
Istington Soath, Iilington Morth, Wood Oreen. Vauxhall

FPLs: Paal Boateng,
Pete Tatchell

Conference of dalagates
from CLPs, unions, LPYS
branches, LP branches,
women’'s sections

th, Jim Orpe,

Bareel, Breni South, Sowtbwork/Peckham,
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privatisation
means

To Telecoms

How much is BT worth?

It has assets of £5 billion but the Financial
Times says ‘BT will be a difficult animal to
price’. It is thought all BT's holes in the
ground, ducts and cables are bound to be
undervalued in a sale offer. After all how
much is a gas filled hole likely to inspire the
public imagination?

How much is BT likely to be soid for?

The FT suggests a price based on half the

assets ‘£2-3 bﬁ#ﬂn'. The city institutions are
alrsady collecting over BT s starved body like
a flock of vultures, They remember the zale
of Amersham International for £71 million.
The market showed quickly that this was
undervalued by £23 million. The profit by the
banks and finance institutions came out of
our pockets. No wonder the city waits in
eager anticipation for the next hand out from
the tax payer. 517 of BT amounts to the big-
pest share issue ever offered to the world’s
markets and the biggest de-nationalisation in
British history.
But won’t the money made from the sale
be used to cut our incomea tax?

The assets of BT belong to every worker
and government could spend the £2-3 billion
it is likelv to make by giving us all a 2-3p tax
cut for one year. The problem of how BT
would then afford to pay its £1.5 billion con-
tribution to the pensions scheme has not been
answered. If the government sticks to its
commitment to paying this money then it can
only cut the standard rate of income tax by Ip
for one year, _

Yes but the tax payer cannot afford to
finance the modernisation of telecoms?

Why not? If an integrated socially useful
efficient communications system is going to
provide so much profit for private industry
can it not improve the assets of workers? The
French PTT, a nationalised industry, has
been successfully and rapidly modernized
within 10 vears. After all if we can afford to
buy cruise missiles which are neither ‘effi-
cient’ nor make a profit , we can afford an ef-
ficient telecommunications system.

Won't the workforce be better off under
privata management?

The Financial Times says that in order to
privatise BT and reap enormous profits BTs
*25 per cent over manning will have to be
cut’. A confidential Department of Industry
Paper forecasts the axing of 45,000 jobs in
BT. That will mean 1 in 4 of the workforce in
the next 5 vears, The vision of the dele queue
will hardly be seen as a good thing for the BT
workers or the working class.

The workforce will have a chance to buy
shares and therefore control the com-
pany, won't they?

What zood will £100"s worth of shares be
if you are on the dole? The interest will not
even pay your telephone rental. No person
employed in the engineering grades can af-
ford the kind of money that finance houses
and the city will use to buy large share issues.
After all if the worker could afford to live off
the interest from their capital they wouldn’t
sign on every day.

The decisions about the kind of
technology that will invade our homes and
mould our society are being taken now, The
truth is that private companies are more con-
cerned with their profits rather than the
overall efficiency of the telecommunications
system.

How can trade unionists get the truth
about privatisation?

Socialist Challenge will have regular
coverage of the issues involved, the response
of the unions and the Labour Party and cam-
paign reports from the POEU areas. To com-
bat the Tory propaganda of the Sun and The
Mail trade unionists need to read a paper they
can trust to bring them the facts. That paper
is Socialist Challenge.
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By Andy Miller

THE COAL BOARD and the Tories are trying 1o
turn miners against each other. They are fran-
tically trying to drive a wedge between "effi-
cient” areas and ‘'loss-making’ areas like South

Wales or Scotland.
But the decision by the
special delegare meeting 1o
fight on the question af pit
closures means that it is
possible to build a united
national front to defend
obs. The divisions that
ave been created by the
bonus system can be over-
come, through fighting for
the four-day week, early
retirement and rate protec-
tion.

Last weak the Coal
Board confirmed  that
Sherwood colliery in Not-

tinghamshire will be closed
in five vyears lime. A
number of other collieries
in the area are nearing the
end of their reserves and
are clear targets for
closure.

Plans for *mergers” are
rumoured to be in the off-
ing. This shows only too
clearly that no ares is safe.

‘The Crunch’ is the
front page headline in the
Miner. e NLUM™s bhallot
i5s a crucial ome. If the
union failz to win a *Yes’

\IOTE ‘YES’

vote, there is no doubt that
Coal Board boss Norman
‘sod-all” Siddall will start
wielding the axe. A “Na’
voie will mean that it will
be an uphill task to fight
pit closures. The Coal
Board and the Tories will
be calling the shots.

Smc: the: February
1981 strike, [4 of the 23
its on the hit list have
een closed. Mow 50 to 60
are ‘under review'. Na-
tional action is vital to stop
thiz threat. Victory is by
no means assured.

The next week will be
decisive. Thousands of
militants will be attending
rallies taking place up and
down the country. But vic-

Tyrone OSullfvan (second from right) picketing during health workers' ‘day of action’

tory depends on the cam-
paign in the pits. It
depends on whether the
campaign is taken into the
less militant areas in a hig
way., This- will decida
whether militants can tip
the balance.

Last year C -nrm!ey
allowed nepotiations
drag on allowing ml'u:r

groups of workers o be
picked off one by one.

Today we are in a dif-
fercnt ball game. If the
nuners vole to take on the
Tories over jobs and pay
they won'l be [lighting
alone. Stesl  workers,
waterworkers, workers in
Telecoms as “well as
workers in British Levland

and Vauxhall are going in-
W action zlongside the
healthworkers.

The miners' solidarity

with  the healthworkers
gave a lead to the whole
Labour movement. A
*Yes' vote by the miners
would pive a big boost to
the growing reésistance to
the Tories. It could help
transform ‘days of action’
into & movement that
could sweep the Tories out
of power. That's why, as
militants in the pilts are
working flat out this week
for a "Yes' wvate, they
won't be just Ehting for
miners’ jobs and for their
union they will be fighting
for the whole working
class.

‘This is a struggle we can’t afford to Iose'

TYRONE O'SULLIVAN, secretary of the Tower
Lodge of South Wales NUM spoke to Barry

Wilkins.

WE ARE campaigning
for industrial action owver
both jobs and wages and
this is a struggle that we
have to win, It will
‘demonstrate to the work-
g class that the way Lo
win s through strong
leadership, [t will show
that the Tories are not
unbeatable, and begin a
procese of fighting to
throw them out,

After a slow start, the
Lsmpmgn for a ‘yves’ vote
in the hallor is taking off.
At Tower colliery we have
already had six meetings to
cover all shifts, and more
are planned. ['m confident
that in 5 Wales and other
militant areas we will get a
solid majonty for action,

and thal nationally the
vote will go our way,

We have lost 37,000
jobs in 7 years and 12,000
in the last year alone. We
intend to stop this. This is
the first time that a na-
tional ballot has linked
jobs, closures and pay.
This means thar it is more
likely that we shall win the
support of more moderate
areas who might have been
prepared to accept the
eight per cent pay offer on
its own.,

It 15 the NCB-which has
linked the issues of pay
and wages. During the
négotiations they offered
more money if the union
agreed to cut production
— in other words to accept

job loss.

But the miners: have
learned from the steel
workers experience. Their
leadership ﬁad the wrong
approach. They refused to
fight on jobs and pay in
the 1980 strike. And now
look how many steel jobs
have gone.

The miners recognise
that new technology in the
pits also threatens jobs. At
Selby, through new
technaology, 56,000
miners can produce more
than 27,000 1n Wales.
That*s why weneed a four-
day week — 50 new
technology doesn’t mean
miners on the dole.

The overtime ban will
show miners how low their
basic wages really are —
£64 for surface workers
and £84 for coalface

workers.

In South Wales there
are already strike commil-
tees — basing themselves
on the experience of the
74 and '81  strikes.
Through these district-
based committees evary pit
is involved in planning for
the strike. This is a strug-
gle we cannot afford to
lose — so much is at stake,
not only for us but for the
whaole labour movement.

MARTIN HILL talked
to Kevin Hallender, a
young miner from
Beighton Colliery,
South Yorkshire

THE MINERS at my pit
are for astrike by a big ma-
jority. They're realising
now thar they didn™t back
the unjon an last vear's
sirike call. They know

they've got to this time or
they might as well pack up.
What we get this year will
affect our wages for yvears
to come. Different pits get
different bonuses. Last
car 1 took home £94,
al’s with Lthe best bonus
I've had for months.

But I'm on top rate.
Surface workers average
£65. That affects -all
miners. Az you ger older,
ar if you're injured, you
have to gpo on surface
working. Then you drop
back to the lowest rate.

It’s not just wages that
matter either. Our pit 15'a
suspect pit. If there are
closures, we'll be hit. We
know every other industry
is being hit. by unemploy-
ment, (Ours is going to be
hit soon. A lot of pits are
up for the chop. We've gar
to be ready to fight that.

Phato JOHN HARRIS
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5% health  workers'

By Bob Pennington

THE HEALTH WORKERS'’ dispute has reached
a serious stage. After the great display of
other
response by non-health
workers to the ‘days of action’ have been less

:_ But these are not Lhe
:sole, or in fact the main
What is really
-placing a question mark
-over the successful out-
come of the dispute is the
' role being played by the

leaders,

workers on

The dispute is now in
its fifth month, and it is
clear that the government
have staked their all on
putting the trade unions in
their place. As far as That-
cher is concerned this is a
battle she cannot afford (o

lose.

the workers'
e

STEEL WORKERS are facing another jobs
massacre. Bill Sirs, leader of the main steal
union, the Iron and Stesl Trades Confedera-
tion, has tried to direct workers’ attention to
foreign imports as the real root of the problems
they face. Waving his ‘import control’ flag, he
has serenely watched nsarly 100,000 British
Stesl Corporation jobs go down the drain in the

last three years.

As steel workers once again stir into action
against the current threats to close two of the
big five plants, Sirs is at it again berating
foreign imports. BERNARD CONNOLLY, crafts
convenor at Rotherham BSC, explained the
real answer to job loss in last week's Soclalist

Challenge.

This week we reprint an article he wrote
against Sirs’ ideas in June 1980. The arguments
are just as relevant today.

Why de you oppose im-
port controls?

Those who suggest that
import controls are any
answer to the problems
faced by steelworkers are
misleading the working
clazs. It shifts attention
away from the real enemy,
to our brothers and sisters
overseas, It takes the heat
off the steel management
and their Tory backers.

What takes our jobs is
not imports, but the ups
and downs of the capitalist
economy  over  which
workers have no control.
In 1973, projected capaci-
ty for BSC was 36m tonnes
per year. Today the plan is
for 15m tonnes. Yet im-
ports have hardly risen in
that period! They stand at
about 7m tonnes. The
massive loss of tonnageiza
result of the recession, and
not the use of imported
steel.

We hardly got out of
one recession, and now we
are into another. As a
result of the last one, ship-
building was halved; car
production was down by
over a third; and construc-
tion was cut by a half.
These and other industries
needing steel are taking a
nose-dive.

This is where the pro-
blem is. BSC would still be
declaring redundancies if
not another ounce of steel
was imported.

Even if the tonnage
level was maintained in the
British steel industry, and
if the entire national in-
dustry used only British
steel, this wouldn't
guarantee jobs.

The bosses are con-
cerned  abour  squeezing
more profits  from the
work of each individual.
We can be certain that ton-
nage increases would go
hand in hand with changes
in manning levels, produc-
ing deals, and so on. This
involves more job losses.

Wouldn't import con-
trols protect our in-
dustry, though?

Talking about ‘our’ in-
dustry is just a contrick to
make workers take respon-
sibility for the problems of
the economy. The only
time we hear talk about
‘us® 15 when there are
losses, not when profits
are mounting.

Once you accept the
need for ‘our’ stesl to
make profits, yon are
drawn into  accepting
shimling agreements,
speed-ups and wage rises
below inflation. Fords
makes a massive profit but
it has just announced
redundancies. Profits and
workers® interests don’t go
together,

But wouldn't it give us
just a breathing space
to get the industry

Mor is it a battle that
movement

can afford to lose. A vic-
tory for Thatcher would

29 not only be a blow against

the low paid health
workers, it would open the
door for carving up the
whole structure of the

This is partly due to the fact that some of NHS
them were called at quite short notice, and that
in a number of regions a vigorous campaign
“was not waged by either the health workers or

After the roll backs in
steel, cars and rail, a
defeat for the health
workers would also make
other workers less confi-
dent about taking on the
government.

With such high stakes
involved the labour move-
ment can not afford 1o be
anything but decisive. The
TUC must stop threat-
cning the Tories with a
dispute that could go on
into  nexi  vear,

sortad out?

Sorted out for whom?
Morth Sea Oil was meant
to be a bonus, and it could
be. But who benefits just
now? The oil companies
with their record profits.

The only time import
contrals would be tmposed
by the government is if the
bosses could get a betier
return that way. This
would still mean attacks
on workers.

The reason the Tories
won't go for this policy
just now is because Britain
relies on exports so much.
Volvo takes more British
steel than Fords. A trade
war might develop if the
crisis gets worse. Il hap-
pened in the '30s. But the
greal depression certainly
didn't help any workers |
know.

Surely accepting im-
ports s accepting
super-axploitation of
othar workers abroad?

British steelworkers are
the lowest paid in Europe.,
Would it have helped us
during our strike if Ger-
man workers stopped
British imports on the
gromnds that we are low
paid? What we needed and
what we got was solidarity,
This iz what Indian or
South Korean workers
need in order o fight their
low wages,

1 only wish it had been
possible for more workers
to  have wisited our
brathers and gisters
abroad during the strike.
They would have seen that
the bosses in other coun-
trics are trying to sell the
same lie to workers there:
that the problems they
face are also due to fareign
imports,

For me, it is a natural
progression from organis-
ing locally (0 orgamsing
inlerpationally. You can't
do that with a policy of im-
port controls,

S0 what is the answer?

Steelworkers have o start
from the need to save jobs.
If there isn't enough work,
then it should be shared,

organise action that will
win the claim this year.
The leaders of the TUC
must recognise, what most
health workers and their
militant allies in the other
unions already do, Mamely
that one-dav disputes are
not enough. Only by an in-
definite general strike in
the MHS — providing
cmergency cover only —
can the Tories be defeated.

That kind of action
would inspire the health
workers, making them
confident of their wvic-
tory, and it would make it
qu.sic:r to get solidarity ac-
tion from other workers,
thus making surc the
Tories were forced Lo meet
the claim.

with no loss of pay. Over-
time should be abolished.

We need a decent wage
without overtime, and =
fight 1o force management
to take on more workers
—  especially  young
workers. Train them. Give
older workers time off to
study. Lower the refiring
age.

But this would bankrupt
the industry.

So the government will
have to give a subsidy to
save jobs. We are in the
1980=, not the "3s. We
have a right to a joh. We'll
have Lo smash through the
cash limats.

But don’t forget. In-
terest payments 10 the
money lenders account for
over half the ‘loss’ made
by BSC. This was nearly
£200m this vear alone. The
cancellation of these debts
has to be a priority.

We can’t stop there,
There is a market for steel.
But not under this system.
Obviously we don't need
less steel than we did in the
"60s, let alone the "30s. We
nesd more hospitals, more
schools, more roads, more
railways, and more cars.

Where some things

Phota JOHN HARRIS

NewSacialist
TONY BENN

debates

GIORGIO NAPOLITANO

(Parfigmentary leader of the Tolion Communist Pariy)

Which road to socialism
in West Europe’?

Contribtions from the floor

Friday, 28 October, 7.30pm

Friends House, Fuston Road, London NW |
{Euston tube)
Creche available

Tickats £1 {(75p unwaged) at the door, or
in advance from: Tickets, New Socialist,
160 Walworth Road, London SE17

Co-sponsored by New Socialist and Marxism Today

Health workers sh
. o

Bernard Ganl'-’!r

aren’t needed any longer,
let's re-tool the mdustry.
Who could argue that
Africa has enough tractors
or other machinery which
idle factories here could
produce? We couldn’t
produce enough steel in
sociery based on people’s
needs.

We need a government
that breaks from the profit
system. One that sets
unemployed people  to
work building the roads,
hospitals and egquipment
we need. One that begins
to plan the economy in the
interests of the majority —
the working people and
their families.

By John Parkinson
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AFTER OVER FOUR WEEKS on all out strike,

clerical staff at GEC Traction Preston have
been given an ultimatum to return to work by

Tuesday 19 October or be sacked.

Not surprisingly the decision has genaratad
strong reaction from strikers, union officials
and othar GEC staff. All have condemned the
GEC decision following the refusal of the com-
pany to mest with the national union officials
of APEX and ACTSS (TGWU).

Yet, despite the con-
demnation the APEX of-
ficials are still recommen-
ding a return to work —
degpi[e the disputec being
official! Clearly the pro-
spect of a light with
multinational giant GEC is
too much for APEX chiefs
like Grantham who prefer
to fight the left inside their
own union and Labour
Party.

Rejects

Support has been won
from other staff ar Preston
who have wvoted nearly
unanimonsly to reject any
maves to recruit and train
scabs. A mass meeting will
show whether the 170
strikers feel they can fight
their unions as well as
giant GEC. Our deter-
mination to date has seen
high turnouts for the
24-hour a day, 7 day a
week picketing of the
Strand Road =ite at
Preston.

Following the last mass
meeting this has been step-
ped up to include secon-
darv picketing at GEC
Traction in chester

with support being sought
from plants and the
AUEW Distriet Commit-
tees in Manchester 1o en-
force the blacking of firms
crossing the picket line.

Support

The problems faced in
WINnINg _ support from
other GEC sites echoes the
problems faced by Lhe
shop floor in their June
dispute. The call by the
Manchester Engineering
Research Group for a
meeting of GEC Power
Enginesring shop siewards
has been endorsed by the
strike commitice and the
meeting will take place on
Saturday 30 October in
Manchester.

Support for the strike
is likely going to be needed
if we are to force Lord
Carrington’s multina-
tional giant to rescind its
gacking threat.

Financial support 1is
also needed and copies of
the list of the scab com-

anies can be obtained
rom GEC Strike Commit-
tee, ¢/o Pauline Haigh, 25
Mersey Street, Ashton
Preston Lancashire,

A meeting of 240 convenors
and stewurds Jast week in
Middlesborough representing
steelworkers throughout
Teeside voted with only three
agunst to support the 24-hour
sirike.

Picketz will be ar every
plant from 5:30am. At [lam
there will be a mass rally at the
miun entrance to the Redcar

Teeside Steelworkers
prepare one-day strike

E]an-’., which 15 being visited
¥ lan MacGregor that day,

The whale trade union
maovement in the locality 15 be-
ing urged to attend. A deputa-
tion from the Shildon British
Railwagon works, themselves
threatened with redundancy,
will attend o show their
solidarity.
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By Brian Heron

Tha Labour Party Conference
and Trades Union Congrass
clarified the British political
situation, summarising tha
atata of the labour and trade
union movement following
the Malvinas war. Both of
these congresses faithfully
reflected the same fun-
damental trends inside the
labour movemant,

This in itsslf iz a dramatic
confirmation of the increas-
ing extent to which the strug-
gle in the unions is producing
desp and immediate reper-
cussions inside the Labour
Party and vice versa.

British politics, for all classes,
is dominated by tha issue of
govarnmant. For the ruling class,
the problem is how to align what
will become a deeply unpapular
Tory Party and the new
SDP/Libaral Alliance Parties to
prevent an ‘unstable Labour
government coming into office
under mass prassure.

Tha Tory Party conference
was the occasion for Thatcher to
reaffirm her commitment to

Tories, are the same workers
whosa "Winter of Discontent’ in
1879 helped to bring about the
collapse of the pravious
Cailaghan-led Labour govern-
mant,

Today those same workers
saek a Labour government of a
different typs. They are looking
for evary way possible to win a
Labour government that would
be a total break from a govern-
mant of the Wilson-Callaghan
typs.

The relatively short-term pro-
spect of the most important
election since the war means
that such concerns on the pert of
both classes will come into
sharper and sharper focus In the
next months.

siage from the ranks.

The dismissal of Sid Weighell,
by the NUR Spscial General
Meesting is one of the most
dramatic products of this
pressure,

The bursaucraciss’ desire to
put a shot across the bow of the
Thatcher government has given
focus to a furious wave of anger
against tha Tories. Despite the
truly massive unemploymant,
the serious set-backs and the
defensive struggle of the last
three years, the basic trade
union strangth of the working
class remains intact. Each na-
tional focus that amarges
underlines the capacity and will
to fight of the mass of workers
and in the trade unions.

Such conditions are the base
from which very important
policy advances were registered
at the TUC and tha Labour Party
Conferences. These included a
rasolution passad at the TUC,
and the amphasis placad by
many speakers on the nead to
take forward the wave of trade
union solidarity actions with ths
health workers (which complete-
ly transgresses the new trade

In part, the victory for
unilateralism and more
spacifically the resolution on the
PLO was the product of the
amergence of new forces that
first surfaced in opposition to the
Malvinas war and which have
bagun to construct an antl-
imperialist current especially
amongst tha youth active in the
mass movement against the
migsilas.

The decisions of Labour's
Conference not only give a
tremandous boost to these naw
forces in the British labour
movement — thay further serve
10 direct the political attention of

to tha problem of winning a
Labour governmant that will im-

the vast anti-missiles movermnant %

destroying the social and union laws anacted by the =
economic gains won by the Tories.) The Congress specifical- o
warking class since the Sacond Iy stated their intent to break -
World War. thesa laws., 2
The Social Democratic/ At Labour Party Confarence, "o

Liberal Alliance was the battle for unilateral disarma- = %
raconfirmed by their respsctive ment won a tremendous victory Tg
conferences as a vital element in with a two thirds majority of e
pravanting votas of disaffected votes registarad for the policy — &b
Tories going to the Labour Party, which traditionally gusrantses 3
and to play a role in any coali- Manifesto status for this policy. To

5 tionist manoeuvres that would Additionally resolutions ware

L= be necessary. passed in =olidarity with the

[ The public sector and health struggle of the Palestinians and a

{-'T-'-‘f" workers, whe are now lsading big programme of nationalisation

.-:.}‘-ﬁ the strike battle against the was confirmad.

K T
e i

]

In this framework we are see-
ing a tremendous eruption of
working class strugglas, which
are bresking up the social peace
that the Malvinas war was partly
designed to creata.

plement thase policies, § }
The risa in the fightback =

against the Tories is one =ida of E

the current stage of working

class politics in Britain, The other 'E

is & big organisational and 3

e days of action around the
hospital workers strike have in-
volved over five million workers
in strike action, leading up to
Movember's transport strike.

Post Dffice Engineers are em-
barking on strike action to stop
the Tories selling off thair pro-
fitable nationalisad Industry.
Watar workers are preparing a
national strike.

Steel workers are on a similar
course. And now tha miners at
their confarance have decided
an a pit-head ballot for strika ac-
tion in defence of jobs and for e
30 per cent waga incraasa.

Thesa moves on the whole
have been forced on a reluctant
and fearful bureaucracy, who are
being offerad no concessions
from Thatcher that could help to
guarantee their own stability
when they find themsseives under
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political shift to the right within
the labour bureaucracy as a
whaole,

The bureaucracy’s response
to the new stage of struggle is
tha fight to ‘re-stabilize’ the
Labour Party. Tha message
which they wish to issue to their
own ruling class is that the
Labour Party is on the way to
becoming a stabla prop for ruling
class policies.

Alongside this political fight,
which was opened with a
vengeance at the TUC and LP
conferences, the bureaucracy
hopes to parsuads the ruling
class to begin again to open the
door to negotiating and the
balancing role in the polarising
struggle betwean the classes.

The centrepiece of tha
bursaucracy’s offensive is the
witch-hunt through the weapon

Boyd

of approved [and non approvad)|
groups which work in the Labour
Party. Vast numbers of union
block votes were cast in favour
by trade union General
Secretaries despite union con-
ference after union conference
voting against any witch-hunt.

While the immediate target of
tha witch-hunt is the Militant
tendency and its constituency
Labour Perty-adopted
parliamantary candidetes, the
witch-hunt’s longer tarm pur-
pose is nothing lass than the
break-up of the power of the
moveament behind Tony Bann
and the radical policias with
which this mass currant is
associated and defends. It is this

current that is 'destabilising” the
Labour Party from the standpoint
of the bourgeoisio,

Tha right wing offensive took
other forms. Despite the vote
against incomes policy at tha
TUC, the TUC and Labour Party
Conference agresd a joint docu-
ment on economic policy which,
under the suphemistic title of
the ‘national economic
assessment’ includsas incomes
policy.

The document was passed
virtually unanimously at Labour
Party Conference.

Secondly the TUC Genaral
Council has shiftad to the right
around a tachnical manoeuver
raducing the representation of

- F

smaller unions. The National Ex-
ecutive Committes of the Labou
Party alactions were worse.
Benn supporters on the NEC
have been whittled back —
especially in the women's sac-
tion — where the bureaucracy
was datermined to block the
radical impact of Labour
Women’s Confarence on Labour
Party as a whole. But this has
not benefited the ‘centre’ of ths
party and Foot, the party leader,
On the contrary, the right wing
leader Hezley now has an NEC
majority. This has important con:
sequances.

There is now a majority of
Labour's extra-parliamentary
leadership (as well as amongst




mambears of parliament) who are
apposed to unilateral nuclear
disarmament and other major
policy gains won by the laft at
Labour's conference over recent
years,

These gains for the right were
sufficient for Labour right wing
leader Roy Hattersley, who ap-
peared on television immediately
following the historic decision
for unilateral disarmamant, to
confidently announce that the
decision would never be applied
by a Labour government.

The deep contradiction in the
labour movemant, which has un-
folded around the TUC and
Labour Party Conferences bet-
ween the evolution of itz laadar-

Chapple and Duffy

ship and the big upturn in strug-
gle against the government, has
had immediate and dramatice ef-
facts.

The strain of trying to drive to
the right and at the same time
deal with the growing force of
the gathering mass movements
sgainst the Tories produced tha
most anarchic and disorganised
Labour Party Conference for
years,

If one person could ba =said to
have summed up these con-
tradictory pressures it was Tony
Benn. After the deputy leadar-
ship campaign of 1381 which
brought Benn a few fractions of a
parcentaga point from the deputy
laadership of the party, Benn

has insisted that he will not open
the fight against the Foot leader-
ship unless certain conditions ap-
pliad.

These included the opening of
a witch-hunt, or the attack on
established Conference policy by
tha laadarship of the party. Both
these conditions now apply with
a vengeance, Yet in the face of
mounting frustration of his base
within the labour movemant,
Benn has adopted tha policy of

Photo Grahem Cookson.

Photo JOHN HARRIS

reaching out to support the Foot -

leadership. -

At one of the biggest meetings
on the fringes of Lahour Party
Conference following the defeat
on the register and the victory on
unilateralism, Benn said: ‘We
stand for the sama party

membership, tha same policies
and the samea laadership.”

Terrified of tha right's cam-
paign to blame tha left in the
party for Labour’s disastrous
showing in the opinion polis (the
latest shows Labour trailing the
Tories by ten points), Benn
wants to break his isolation by
building further links to the
labcur bureaucracy. in this pro-
cass ha is giving little lead to
those prepared to fight the Foot
leadership now.

But the pressure building up
for such a lead was graphically
shown by the announcement of
a new left wing parliamentary
group which broke away from
the old ‘Tribune’ group, of which
Foot is still a member. Bann sup-
ports the break-away. But what
will it do?

Several of the MPs involved
are for the calling of a national
conferance of the trade union,
party and parliamentary left. But
such a course is completely out
of the guestion in Benn's currant
parspective. "Why should we’, he
asks, 'minoritise oursalves?’

The witch-hunt now in pro-
gress in the Labour Party is
beginning to bring togather all of
thaza trands. Every possibility of
winning a leadership and policies
in the Labour Party that will
begin to reflect the big struggles
undarway against the govern-
ment is threatened. In that
sense, the witch-hunt strikes a
blow directly at tha mass move-
mant.

The right wing in the Party in-
tend to start with the leadars of
the Militant tendency. They will
continue with the eviction of the
Bennites from all of the key
policy committess in tha laader-
ship of the Labour Party. Pro-
tracted war will break out in many
constituency partias, as the right
wingers demand tha ‘ragisterad
cradantizals’ of left wingers.

The witch-hunt is already well
underway in some unions.
Woeighell in particular has been
prominent in leading an attack
on socialists” activities in his
unions that is aimed at breaking
up tha Isadarship of the reform
movament that arose in
response to his spectacular sall-
out of the other major rail union,
AELEF, in thair recant strike.

In this respect. Tony Benn
and other leading left wingars at
Labour Party Conference, consis-
tent with thair approach to the
party and union leadership at this
stage, gave out the lina that
we should not seek confronta-
tion on tha witch-hunt. Rather
thay propose that the left should
concentrate on the policy ad-
vances ragistarad at the Labour
Party and TUC Conferences. In
raality, without fighting the
witch-hunt, such a line neithsr
protects thoss policies nor
maobilisas the left for the battle it
will certainly face.

Tha lina of advance for the
left in tha unions and the party
today demands a frontal
challenge to Foot and his allies in
the trada union laadarship.
Naturally this Is not a question of
demanding immediate leadership
elections in the party,

Rather the witch-hunt, fed by
Foot, must ba fought, and
socialist policies defended. This
stand, together with deepening
joint Labour Party and trads
union action to kick out the
Tories can ensure a labour vic-
tory in the coming election.

Today it is the right in the
party and the unions who are

proving by their massive disrup-
tion that they are more frighten-
ed of a8 Labour victory with the
prasent policies than of losing
the next election.

The perspactives for the
lebour movement in the coming
manths in Britain flow in part
from the upsurge of the mass
movement against the Tories,
and in part from the right wing
offansive opened up at the
Labour Party and TUC con-
ferences. These two have to ba
brought diractly into collision.

Mass forces at the base of
the unions., amongst youth and
in the anti-mizsila campaign are
more than prapared to fight.
Thay are coming up egainst tha
rightward shift of the labour
leadarship, and, on the crucial
question of the witch-hunt, the
immobility of the left leadars.

Such conditions are
guaranteed to increase the dif-
ferantiation and divisions in
Benn’s base. Such divisions are
insvitable when Benn's basa is
already coupling the prospects of
a Labour vietory with their own
capacity to lead mass and in-
dustrial action against the Tories,

Over the past thrae years,
support for Labour within the
working class has been whittled
back to that section of the move-
ment which associates the
Labour Party, howavar abused
by pravicus laaderships, as the
only serious prospect of any
radical solutions to the crisis
which they face.

One third of the working
class has traditionally voted Tory
in Britain. At the 1979 slections
one third of trade unionists wara
polied as supporting the Tories.
Traditionally the only alternative
to the Tories has besn Labour.

For tha last two years, as the
Tories drova hama their attacks,
ssctions of the workers detach-
ad their support from the
government, became politicaily
de-stabilized as the SDP/Libaral
Alliance eamerged as an alter-
native to voting Tory: were re-
centred briefly by the Torias
around the chauvinism whipped
up by the Malvinas war. and to-
daI remain undecided as to their
political direction.

Labour has bean pushed back
to its basic working class bas-
tion, and. even in today's condi-
tions, trail the Tories in tha polls.
It is from this point of view that
a fundamentally new develop-
ment within the workers move-
ment is beginning to emarga.

Tha only perspactive for a
Labour victory and for driving
farward the reform movemants
in the party and the unions is
for the minority of the workars
movemeant around Bann and his
countar-part in the unions,

Arthur Scargill, president of the
Mational Union of Mineworkars,
to teke the lead insids the
waorking class movement as &
whole. And it is precisely that
which is baginning to be posed
by the current upsurge of the
mass movement and the trade
unions.

Whatever the manosuvres of
the labour bureasucracy,
thousands of workers no longer
belisve that vigorous industrial
struggle disrupts the prospacts
of a Labour victory. On the con-
trary, in howaver unformed and
confusaed a way, the mood is
gaining ground that only the bit-
terest fightback against the
government has any chance of
changing the political relation of
forces within the working class
itseff,
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Socialist Challenge
FUND DRIVE '82

Rally for the
paper

THREE THOUSAND POUNDS — that's the
figure we've received from our supportars for
the first two weeks of this fund drive quarter.
That's quite & flying startl But much of this
maonay has coma from our regular supportars’
groups contributions, very little from fund
raising avents,

Our next big target for raising money is
this weekend's Socialist Challenge/Revolu-
tion Rally in London commemorating tha 65th
anniversary of tha Russian Revolution. We
hope to raise a bumper collection for your
paper at this event.

So locael supportars and readers of the
papar, bring your chaque books and cash.
The spirit of the Russian Revolution is still
alive and well, championed by Socialist
Challange and Revolution, but wa need your
cash to halp us keep going.

Our thanks this week to the following who
have contributed:

Manchestar E165
Southwark 280
Partamouth 2
Islington 70
East London Banquat 660
Bristol 100
Brant 241
Barnat, Vokes 100
Leads 134.60
Anon 8.89
Cardiff 108.60
Swindon 30
Birmingham 50
Blanco White 40
Hackney 13
Liverpoaol 50
Newpart BE
Wan- sworth 128
Camdean 110
Huddarsfiald %5
Middlesborough 41
Coventry 40
Oxfard 121
Hemel 32.20
Edinburgh 67.50
Southampton B0
Lewisham 10
Glasgow 2.50
Brighton 5
Haringay 17
Sheffieid 10
Newcastla 50
Duter West London 100
Lambath B
Exetar 30
Ferris b
Platrasik 3
Dunn B
Coulson 4
Total 03

Plastic bullets
Conference on the
way

THE USE OF plastic bullets in the North
of Ireland has continued unabated. In-
deed a recent attack by the RUC shows
an escalation in their use.

The RUC arrived at a crowded disco
in nationalist Wast Belfast claiming to
have received a 399 call which said thare
was ‘trouble’” inside. Thare was no
disturbance in the disco and the
management told this to the RUC. ‘The
police insisted in going up in force to the
function room at some speed’, the
ownar said, 'They fired at least twelve
plastic bullets and from the marks on the
walls must have been aiming at chest
and head levsl,

Most people were on their way out
when the police arrived. Some patrons
were assaulted and arrested.

Father Denis Faul called the events ‘a
sectarian attack by the RUC" and a
‘vicious escalation of the use of plastic
bullets’.

For us in Britain it points to the vital
importance of the National Ban Plastic
Bullets Conference to be held in Man-
chester in February, recent sponsors for
which include; Ken Livingstone, Reg
Race, Jo Richardson, Ernie Roberts,
Geoff Bell lauthor of A Troublesome
Business) and Michael O'Riordan, the
general secretary of CPI.

Furthar information from Plastic Bullsts Con-
ference. Box 15 164/6 Corn Exchange Buildings.
Hanging Diteh, Manchester M3 81V,

Why we say
‘vote Lahour’

By Phil Hearse and Valerie Coultas

ON 28 OCTOBER two crucial by-elections take place
— in Peckham and Birmingham Northfield. But for
socialists, the by-election in Northfield presants
some problems. The Labour candidate, John Spellar,
is 8 notorious right-winger who opposes all the
socialist advances of recent years in the Labour Par-
ty. And he is being challanged by a Communist Party

candidate,
pard.

That Spellar iz indeed a
right winger of the worst
sort s’ mot in doubl. He
once boasted Lo Trifne
journalist MNigel William-
son that he was ‘well to the
right" of his union boss
Frank Chapple. He was a
founder of the Social
Democratic  Alliance, a
precursor of the SDP
which wag expelled from
the Labour Party for its in-
tention to stand can-
didates against Labour,

Author of the witch-
hunting document, ‘The
Mutation of Labour’, he is
on the steering committes
of the right wing Cam-
paign for a Labour Vic-
tory. He was censured by
his local Bromley consti-
tuency Labour Party in
1980 ¥0r statements to the
press ‘calculated to pro-
duce a split in Bromley
Labour Parties’; and he
organised a meeting for
Bill Raodgers in his local
Labour club just days
bl.fc:rl.‘ Rodgers left the
part

Rel.em]\ he has been
an editor of the
‘Democratic Socialist
Bulletin® which bemoans
the exit of the SDP from
the Labour Party.

Rogers

Such credentials as
these leave no doubt about
Is_fxllar‘s political views.

e wants a Labour Farty
which is pro-capitalist with
the bureaucracy firmly in
control. This is natural
from someone who is head
of research in Frank Chap-

ple’s EETFLU.
Spellar makes no secrel
that he 15 opposed Lo

unilateral nuelear disarma-
ment and opposed “to

Birmingham CP secretary Pate Shep-

withdrawal from the Com-
mon  Market. Ranged
against Spellar, the Com-
munist Party candidate
Pete Sheppard has cam-
paigned  Tor  unilateral
nuclear disarmament and
British withdrawal from
the EEC, and has cham-
ioned the strugele of the
ealth workers,

In the by-election the
CP has presented itself as
the pro-working class, in-
ternationalist, unilateralist
party. Why then do we say
‘vote Labour'?

Bans

The tactics of socialists
in elections have to he
judged  concretely. The
two by-elections on 28 Oc-
tober will be a crucial test
of the popularity of the
Tory government, and will
have a signilicant political
impact. Birmingham Nor-
thijeld is a marginal con-
stituency, where Labour
MP Ray Carter was ousted
by a few hundred votes in
the last election.

Whereas it is odds-on
that Labour candidates
Harriet Harman will win
Peckham (she has a hig
lead in the opinion polls) a
Labour victory is not at afl
certain in Northfield.

With a Tory govern-
ment in power, and very
confident, the guestion of
whether it wins  by-
elections can become an
important  factory  in
establishing the morale of
the contending political
forces, ]

A vote for Labour in
Morthfield will be a vote
against Tory monetarism
and Thatcher's plans (o
dismantle the welfare
state. It will be a class vote

BADETASTE
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against the Tory govern-
ment, quite irrespective of
the right wing politics of
Spellar.

In this situation, the in-
tervention of the Com-
munist Party has the effect
of disrupling class unity
against the Tories. Its only
conceivable result will be
to win away a few hundred
Labour votes, making a
Tory victory more likely,
This divisive tactic is utter-
Iy irresponcible; a cheap
party building exercise at
the expense of working
class interests.

There is no doubt, of
course, that the CP have
been able to politically
capitalise on Spellar’s
right wing line. The CP
support the health workers
uneguivocally,  whereas
Spellar gave vigorous sup-
port to the EETPL"s plans
to introduce a BUPA
private health scheme for
some of its members.

The local CHD have
called a meeting of all lhe
candidates
unifateralism, where {he
CP will be able, if the

other candidates turn up,
to prescnt themselves as
the ‘only unilateralist par-
t¥'. And the CP have the
slronﬁ backing of
Longbridge convenor Jack
Adams — the Longbridge
plant is in the constituen-

Spellar has  made
himself: even more un-
I}L:lpuiar with his refusal to

et supporters of Militant
canvass on his behalf, en-
suring that ‘all potential
canvassers are ‘vetted®,

If left wingers let
themselves be  drawn
behind the campaign of
the Communist Party they

will fall into a trap
prepared jomntly by
Spellar™s  righl  wing

policies and the CP's sec
tarianism,

Socialists should judge
what attitude to  fake
towards this election by its
overall national effects.
Workers who vote Labour
to defeat the Torics show a
correct class instinct.

The Tories will be
overjoved by saving Nor-
thfield at this stage.

000 people marched through Hva-.rp fast Saturday on the LPYS “Jobs

for Youth — Kick out the Tories' deamonstration

John Speliar — ‘well to the right of Frank Chapple’

Labour Part  E—

It will be interpreted as
a vindication of That-
cher's anti-inflation
policies and her “Falklands
spirit” national unity line.

If Labour win the elec-
tion it will be their first by-
election victory in a Tory-
held seat since 1971. While
not of coursc in any way
decisive, two  by-election
victories will be a step on
the road to a victory in the
general election. That’s
why Sovialist Challenge
supporters will fight for a
Labour victory in Nor-
thfield, while at the same
time  continuing to argue
the case for socialist
policies and opposition Lo
the wilch-hunt in  the
Labour Party.,

Fighting for a Labour
victory puts us'in a better
position to fight against
the right wing, not a worse
one. And if by any misfor-
tune the CPwere to actual-
v lose the by-election for
Labour, it would be a
pr}hl.lr:ul ift to all those
who hcfi the polifical
views of John Spellar- up
and down the land.

Cozive

Iets callegd

dire poverty.,

Photo JOHN HARRIS
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Saocialist Challenge publishes below a sta
ment from the United Secretariat of the Fow
International calling for the release of politi
prisoners in Sri Lanka.

e Hangi
release all political prisoners.

THE death sentence imposed by a Sri Lankan
court on two young Tamil nationalists — Kut-
timani and Jegan — who wera tried under the
draconian Prevention of Terrorism Act is yet
another in a long series of attacks on the Tamil
nation by successive Sri Lankan governments.
The oppression of Tamil speaking pecple over
many decades resulted in the emergence of a
movement calling for the establishment of a
separate state of Eelam in their traditional

homelands.

The continual harassment and virtual oc-
cupation of the Tamil areas by the state securi-
ty forces as well as frequent racial pogroms
unleashed on the Tamil speaking people
resulted in the growth of a resistance move-
ment which recognised the need for self-
defence against state sponsored violence.

Kuttimani and Jegan
have been singled out for
execution in order to in-

timidate and terrorise
those who support the

right of self-defence and

advocate the right of self
determination. by  the
Tamil nation in 5r1 Lanka.
The trial itsell was an
obvious frame up. They
were denied the jury trial
which is officially opened to
EYErY person charged "'"f"!
a serious crime in  Sri
Lanka. Moreover their
convictions were entirely
hased on ‘confessions’ ex-
acted while they were he-
ing held in an army camp
and by means of torture.
At their trial witnesses
gave detailed evidence of
the manner they were tor-
tured by the army and the
police. They WELS
repeatedly beaten, hung
by their feet, metal rods in-
serted in thelr anus and
forced to inhale choking

powder etc. Pl
Even the trial judge,

however, admitted that
these vouths had been held
in a “sechuded and lonely

lace”, withoul ‘access 1o

riends,  relations  or
lawyers' and ‘amongst
armed and  unarmed

soldiers, without knowing
how long they would be
held in custody’.

He went on to
whether  those facts
themselves: would net
make the alleged
statrements of the accused
inadmissible in evidence.
But he concluded that the
provisions of the Preven-
tion of Terrorism Act does
not permit him o make
that ruling.

Tamils in S Lanka

say

have been subjected to a
long series of repressive
measures. These  began
with the disenfranchise-
ment of the 1.2 million
plantation workers in
1948, and the imposition
of Sinhala, the language of
the majority, as the of-
ficial language. In recent
past the frequency and the
intensity  of anti-Tamil
pogroms have increased.
Twice within the last five
years — in August 1977
and June to August 1981
— Tamil people have been
brutally attacked and their
property looted by racist
mobs organised and en-
couraped by the ruling

United MNational Party
leaders.
" The Revolutionary

Marxist Party, Sri Lankan
section of the Fourth In-
ternational, has con-
sistently oppesed the racist
policies  of  successive
capitalist governments in
&n Lanka and stands for
the self-determination of
the Tamil nation up to and
including sccession. Fur-
thermore it defends the
right of oppressed Tamil
nation to take whatever
steps necessary to defend
themselves against racial
violence. :
The United Secretariat
of the Fourth Interna-
tional condemns the death
sentence imposed on Kut-
timani and J§ and calls
upon the Sri  Lankan
government to stop the
hanging mmmediately, to

Germany’s coalitions -

By Alan Freeman

Healey's

*THE EMERGENCE of a Christian-Democrat/
Liberal coalition in Bonn will put paid to any
lingering doubts that West Germany will ac-
cept its share of the 572 cruise and Pershing
missiles that NATO wishes to deploy in
Waestern Europe next year’. With these words
John Palmer of the Guardian explained as
succinctly as possible why the Social
Democratic — Free Damocrat coalition in
West Germany came crashing down last
month after sixteen years in office.

The West German
coalition’s fall must have
been on Michael Foot's
mind when he addressed
Labour's conference on 23
September. For  some
strange reason he Kept
talking about the 'SPLY
insk of the “SDP’. The
SPD is the German Social
Democratic Party,
Labour’s sister party in the
Second International. The
SDP iz — well, we all
know what the SDP is.
What do the two _parties
have in common? Coali-
tions.

Threat

If Labour finds itself in
a hung parliament after
the general election, or
even 1f it secures & majori-
ty but 15 then threatened
with  desertion, then
Healey will argue, with
Foot beside him: why not
o into coalition with the

DP/Liberals, because at
least it will keep Thatcher
out?

What has the ex-
perience. of  the German
SPD been in coalition?
Mot a very happy one, It
took office in 1981 with
over fifty percent of the
vote and by autumn 1982
was showing 31 percent
gupport in regional elec-
tions. :

It demoralised its sup-
poriers by backing NATO
i1 the teeth of hundreds of
thousands of  young
demonstrators who have
been trying to stop erulsé

missiles;  its  austerity
policies have brought
unemployment within

reach of two million; it has
cut unemployment
benefits and real wages.
The German
bourgecisie judged that

the moment had come to
ditch the Secialists — and
what a  wonderful
demonstration of
parliamentary demacracy
in action it was. The deed
was done by a group of
Jour people: the FDP
ministers in the cabinet.

At their instigation a
group of MPs representing
at most five per cent of the
German people were able
o unseat a government
elected by 53 percent of the
voters!  Moreover SPD
leader Schmidt was unable
even (o force a new elec-
tion: the Christian
Democrats  introduced @
motion for a ‘constructive
vole of no confidence’
which unseated Schmidt
but did not oblige the in-
coming government (o
seek an immediate man-
date.

Suicide

If Labour ‘were in
coalition with the SDP it
would be subject to exactly
the same manoeuvres —
and vou and 1, if we relied
on parliamentary action
alone, wouldn’t be able to
do a thing about it.

Mareover the coalition
was itsell the instrument
by which the SPD was in-
duced to commit suicide.
It fell when FDP cconomy
minister Lambsdort
presented a  ‘dossier’
demanding the reversal of
everything the coalition
had ever done — basically,
the = introduction  of
monetarism in Germany.

But in the last three
years the SPD has been
paving the road to such
policies, approving str-
ingent austerity budgets in
1982 and for 1983, often
using the excuse thal it had

dream

o keep the FDP in the
coalition. As a result it
demoralised its  own
voters, lost support and
encouraged the German
bosses” federations,
through the FDP, to put
the boot .

All that has happened
iz that the bosses now want

W = f o -

to go farther, and they
can't rely on the SPD
because the demonstra-
tions and resistance Lo
austerity are starting to
have an effect inside its
ranks.

However, there is a
good chance the
manoeuvre can be made 1o

Halmut Schmidt architect of defeat by policies of coaslftio

backfire. Already the
SPI¥s support in the local
Hesse Land clections has
shot up as workers realise
what the FDP-CDU
government might have in
store for them.

The GIM, a German
revolutionary socialist
group and the German sec-

tion of the Fourth Interna-
tional, has called for two
measurcs to deal with the
new threat: first, a cam-
pa;lign of demonstrations
and extra-parliamentary
protest around an action
programme to save jobs
and stop cruise missiles;
second, a joint slate in the

Socialist Challange

release all politih
risoners and to repeal t
revention of Terrori
Act,

The Tamil bourge
parties and politicia
such az the Tamil Unit
Liberation Front, hs
been  proved o
bankrupt in the face of ¢
continued repression
Tamil speaking people a
also to have sacrified 1
interest of Tamil masses
their narrow parliami
tary ends.

People in Britain ;
urged to get their labc
movement  organisatic
to send telegrams to the
Lanka Embassy dem:
ding that thess twao you
p;opia shall not be ha
ed.

clections from the
1 ‘mmunists,
sociausts and the *C
ecological party.

Labour voters
good  cause Lo
carefully at what is
pening in Bonn: if
Healey has his way, i
be pur turn next,
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Where you can
buy Socialist
Challenge

Scotland

ABERDEEM: S0 availabls at Boom-
town books, King 3l For moeee ialo
r-_n* Bill &9 XE2,

EDINBURGH: SC sodd  Thor
415-5.15pm Buz Siabos, S0 AR
drews Square and bastom of Wawerly
seps 430530, Sat 11,.30-2pm Eaxl
End, Priows 51 Adse aviulabis from
Lt May Books, or Better Books, For-
reid B, More info on kal sty
from ‘BC c/p Bax 6 st May
Brokshop, Candlemaker Row,

GLA Wi SC sales every Thuat/Fri
4.Jl.:l-£.:|l..'r|:|n1 at Ceotral Station, Also
avpilable al Harmests., Byres B Clvde
Books, High 51; Cilasgow Booksliop
Callective,  Cresswell Lane; Hope
Brress Bonk Cenpre,

HAMILTON: SC sale cvery Sar
I-%pm Gutuide S?f\:'ﬂﬂ'_\'. shopoiag
eenire, For more info contact John
Fond. 53 Eleet Cressent, Hanulion o
Paul Youngson, 18 Farress Cresent,
Hamileen .,

Wales

BANGOR: Sai 10-12 town ammlic.
CARDIFE: every Sur in Buie Town
312 Also gvaliabis § 0.8 Books,
Salisbuiry Road,

NEWPORT: cvery Sat in town Sanire
11-12.30

FPONTYPRIDD: 20 sales every Sad
vaiside Omen Market 11-Ipm.
PORT TALBOT: Sar linm-lpm
L3R SEALfe,

SWANSEA: 5C sales qutzide Coeap,
Criford St 1 taan-1pm, Salurdays,

England

BATH: 5C an salc a1 1905 Books,
Lopdon Rozd, and Saturdays 2pme
Jpm oudside the Koman Baths, Phon
2009 for mors details, -
BIRKENHEAD: EC on sle al
Labhour Cleh, Cleveland si, Thur
mlghts; In preciner  cusside  Li-
tlewaads, Satl1-12.
BIRMINGHAM: 50 o0 sale ot The
Ramp, Fr 4.30-5.4 3at 104, For
mare ialfo phose 6:33-5904,
BOLBOVER: Cra= Keys, svery Frio
A-fpm, Bluehel] 510

BRADFORD: 5C at Tourth lda
Beokshop, 14 Southeats,

BRISTOL: 50 vn sale 11-1. "Holo
Crounsl”, Haymarkei. More info Box
2, oo Fullmarks, 110 Chelienhem
Rd, Monrpelier, Rriseed 6.
BURNLEY: 5C on anle cvery Sm
marming | L.30-1pm 5t James 2.
COVENTRY: 50 avallable [rom
Wodpe Boakshap,

HEMEL HEM BAD: 5C sales in
Tiene Squase, Sar 10, 30-1. Wpm
HUDDERSFIELD: 5C sold Sat
llam-1pm. The Piazza. SC also
availatle &l Foavewiovhe.,

LEEDS: Hal 11-1 al Lapd= Lane
Pedestrinn Precirer and 14 301 2.00
a1 Headingly Arndnle Centre. Corner
Bodkshap, Woodhouse Lanc,
LIVERPOODL: 50 on sake from Mews
[rom  Mowhere, Whitechapel and
Progressive Books, Beray S
MAMNCHEBTER 5C wold 11-1pm Sar
mt OF DHAM mzside the Yorkshies
Bank, High 5t s BURY in the shop-
ping precingt and a1 Metro Books; at
BOLTOMN i the lown veniig. and i
MANCHESTER at Oorton and
Droylesden markets 1lam- 1230 Zais
und a2 - Grassroois. ond - Perchvals
Bookshop. Tel: 041-2%6 4902 for for-
ther infa.

MANSFIELD: Fri Xdpm, Stockwell
Crale. Sat I0.30-12 Wesigaie. Four
Sopxms Shoppmg  Centre Hat
10,3012,

NEWCASTLE: 20 on male every Sai
ll-I{m‘l nutside - Fenwicks. Alkp
mnflnbls a1 Dy of Hope hoolshop,
Wiegtgate Rd, Every Friday outside
PBeeweastle University between 12 and
oulside - Newcastle Polviechaic bel-
woss E2-1 every Monday,
NOTTINGHAM: 3C =old Eai
12} nm Slab Squmre. For info phone
A8

OLDHAM: 5C sald every Saturday
outside Yorkshere Bank, High Strest,
For imore mformation abow kecal ac-
tivities, Tel. 0] -AR2 5151
OXFORD: 5C sold Fri 12-2pm om-
e Kings Arm.! and - every Sat
10,30 12, 30pm in Comnmarket,
SHE:FI%D: ‘hfiu%n sale Earu;:;,
Pumd y ; arday,
mm.mlz.mﬂ‘.

AMPTON: 5C on sale Sa

I0am-12 naon at Above Bar Post OF
fice {Shopping Precinct).
STAFFORD: 5C oo Sale Markst 5g
Zal lursh-line.
ETOCKPORT: BC sold every Satar-
duy, ipm, Merwey Way. Cam be
delivered weekiv: phone 483 8909
fevening]. 236 4908 rday),

PUBLIC MEETING on the
appointment of Sir Kenneth
MNewman. Wed 27 Oct at
7.30pm. Room 119,
Lambeth Town Hall, Brix-
fon  SWI. Speakers, J
Underhay  (TOM); I
Rosenhead (BSSRES): Brix-
ton  Defence Campaign,
Orﬁm’md by 5 London
TO

NUJ women's conference,
Sat 30 Oet. Kingsway
Princeton  College, Sid-
mouth 5t, WCI1. Registra-
tion 50p.

| CARL Conference

| Saturday 23 October
10-5pm.

County Hall London

Details and delegates

credentials from:

CARL, 56 Edithna St

London SW3 3JP.

London

BRENT: 5C sold Willesden Juncison
Tha 4 30=n.

EALING: 3C wold Thur. Ealing
Brosdwuy nrbe, 5 -fpm.

ENFIELD: S5C an Nrmﬁ“nﬁ REWSNRENIS,
Londas Rd, Enflcd Town,
HACKNEY: 5C on sale on emtates
ihroughout  Hackney, i public
mectings, and bocal fz:r:nric_:. Comna
facl uz 0 PO Box 30, 136 Kingsiand
High 51, London EX 2MF or phone
Megnn or Tehn nr 1589 3288
HILLINGDON:  SC  spid. Frl,
& 30500 &L Usbiidge tube stalion;
Sac 11.30=12. 3 in shopping precine,
Lixbridge.

HOUNSLOW: 5C old owiside
Hounsdow  East  tube, every  Wed
5,155, 1 apm

ISLINGTON: Every Fri, B.IS-%um al
Halloway Road fobe and Highbary

fbe.

RILBURN: 5C subes every Sat, 10am
in Kilbarn. Square, ard Tharsdoy
£ Amm mn Guieens Park tzbe
LAMBETH: 5C sold Thur asd Fri
evenings and Thar mornings oulsics
Hraston Lube,

NEWHAM: 3C sold Ssi Ham o
noi, Craeen®s Bd MEL, Upon Park.
PADDINGTOMN: =0 sald =t Por
takells Rd mnrksr Saz &1 naan.
WEMBLEY: SC ziles Pri t.4%am at
Morth Wembiey BE Station,

Bookshops
BANGOR: Rainkbows, Holyhcasd
Road, Uipper Bangor, Gwinedd.

BRADFORD. Fourth Idén Bodk-
ahwap, 14 Sandgals,

BRIGHTON: The Public House, Lii-
tle Presian Si.

BRISTOL: Fillmnrks, 110 Chelten-
ham Rd, Bristol 6.

BFRM!NGHAH_I: Cither Beokshop,
137 Digbeth, Birmingham.
DURHAM: Durbiam iy Co-op
Honkshon, 2% New Elve

ILFOAD: Seuth Exsex Boolkshop, 3135
Ly Strost

MILTON KEYNES: Oakleal Books,
108 Chuereh Sieeel, Wolverlon.
OXFORD: ECA Books, 3d Coaley

Rd.
LEWCESTER: Blackthorn Books, 70
Fhigh St, Leicester, and W Karsa, S3A
London Rd, Leicester,
Tﬁ:ﬂ?l’.. ."-':-La Trom :'\lll};":m:.
'hitechaped, Lives 1L
LONDON: {'.'E::Til !ml.?k-.': AT Grays
Ian Rd: Colleis, Choring Cross R,
W2 Paperback Baoks, Brixton and
E_hn.rlullc _St; Kilbgrn  Bookshop.
Kifbarn High  Foad, MW The
Bookplace, Peckham High Si, SE15;
Books Plus, Lewishum: Bslham
Fard Cr-op; Heusmans, § Caleda-
minn Rd, NI Compendium, Camden
Towsy MW Owl, Kentish Town;
Mew Beacon, Seven Sisters Rd, M4
The Db Bosskshap, 328 Lipper 51
M1; BEosokmarks, Seven Sisiers Rd,
Mg If"u-.nrﬂji-uriu_ 126 Kingsland High
51, B8, Dilloms, OMC: Page One,
El%; The Other Bookshop, 328 Ups
per 54, NI Reading Macters, Weod
rewn west Lo Saimbury's; Village
Buoaks, Sirextham; Tehric Books,
Claphum: Paperback Cenrre, Brix-
on; veal tube kiosk: Shakni Books,
b6 High 52, Southall.
PORT  TALBOT, McConville's
Mewsageni, Stalicn Road.
NOTTINGHAM: Muskroom Books,
Heutheoie 81, Hockley.
SOUTHAMPTON:
Onalow Raad.
YORK: Community Books, Walm-
wals,

oher Books,

Socialist
Challenge
Events

RATES for What's Laft, Bp par word
or £4 per ool inch. Ina: maan
Eat prior to publication, Payment in
sdvanes, Phame 01.068 5100,
SPARE BOCKS! Any books you don't
want taking up valssbde space an
bockshelvea? Semd them to the Cuher
ilg;hmup. 328 Upper 8, London NI

BADGES MADE: Glasgow 5C sup-
parisrs have a badpe-makiag msachine,
will miake badgss quickly and cheaply
For your ¢ampadgnunion/Labpar Par-
1y — amd all the money goes back infe
e R
Issaquanes 142 l

Box 30, Londen M1 2XP,

POSTERS: Cheap, poud and s,
Order . from:. The COther  Prinsshop,
OG1-236-45904.

PALESTINE DAY
SCHOOL. Sat 23 Oct
12-6pm. University of Lon-
don Union, Malet 3, WC1.
Speakers from  Palestine,
Lebanon and Anti-Zionist
Igraelis.  Organised by
Palesting Solidarity Cam-
paign, ¢fo THIS, Oxford
Houze, Derbyshire 51, E2.

OUT NOW — ‘The
Degenerated Revolution —
the origins and nature of the
Stahnust States.” A new
book from Warkers Power
and the Insh Workers
Group. £2.00 plus 40p
postage  from  Workers
Pawer, BCM Boax 7750,
London WCIN 3XX.

Mail Williamson
IN MEMORIAM
Friand, comrade and
ravolutionary .
from his friends -

w —
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What is Trotskyism?

By John Ross

IN EARLIER ARTICLES in this series we saw
how Marx first developad the theory of perma-
nent revolution from the experience of the
Europsan revolutions of 1848. Wa also saw how
ona of the fundamental bases of this analysis,
that the bourgeoisie nc longer plays an
historically progressive role, has been fully

confirmed since.

But of course thers lies a whols historical
epoch betweean the time of the analysis of per-
manent revolution was first put forward by
Marx and Engels, and the time of figures which
er discussed such as Nasser and Khomeini.

In this hundred and
thirty years the history of
the class struggle and:of
Marxist theory and politics
are inseperably connected.

Mowhere 15 this more
true than in the case of the
theory of  permanent
revolution. Al one time
this theory of Marx and
Epgels, and its later
development by Trotsky,
was given it full pro-
minence by revolu-
tionaries.

Resulis and Prospecis,
the Tundamental work in
which  Trotsky  first
developed at length the ap-
plication of the theory of
permanent révolution o
Russia, was published by
the Communist Interna-
tional in both Russian and
other languages.

. In the new introduc-
tion which he wrole in
1919 for the book Trotsky
poted, ‘The fact that it is

ssible for us now to re-
15sue  without alteration
this pamphler written in
1906 and conceived in its
fundamental lines already
in-1904... (shows that)the
final test of a theory 15 ex-

perience.

‘Irrefutable proof of
our having correctly ap-
plied Marxist theory is
given by the fact that the
events in which we are now
participating, and even
our methods of par-
ticipating in them, were
forseen in their fundamen-
tal lines some 15 years
ago.’(2) )

The first collected edi-
tion of Lenin’s works,
published during his
lifetime, stated that Trot-
sky, ‘even before the
revolution of 1905 advanc-
ed the original and now
especially famous theory
of Permanent Revolution,
asserting that the
hourgenis revolution of
1905 would go dircctly
over into a socialist revolu-
tion and prove the first of
a series of national revolo-
tions."(1) _

As the degeneration of
the Russian Revolution
took place however a
tremendous attack  was
lannched by the rising
bureaucracy on the theory
of permanent revolution.
As: Trowsky wrote in

Stalin attacks
permanent revo

August 1939, in an article
entitled Three Concep-
tions  of the Russign
Revolution, ‘It may be
said that the whole of
Sialinism, taken on the
theoretical plane, grew our
of the cmticism of the
theory. of permanent
revolution as it was for-
mulated in 1905%.(3)

Stalin however pul for-
ward two [lundamental
charges against the theory
of permanent revolution
which have been repeated
by his followers down o
this day.

The first charge was
that Trotsky
‘underestimated the
peasantry’.  As  Stalin
wrote, ‘We shall not dwell
at- length on Trotsky's
position - 1905 when he
“amply" forgot all about
the peasantry as a revoln-
tionary force."(4)

The second charge was
that Trotsky held that the
Russian  Revolution of
1917 had confirmed the
theary of  permanent
revolution as he had purt it
forward in Resulis and

ElSalvador revolutionaries
launch new offensive

By Phil Hearse

GUERRILLAS of the Farabundi Marti National Libara-

tion Front (FMLN} have launched a huge new offensive
against the military dictatorship_ in El Salvador
The offensive was announced by Radic Venceremos
and Radio Farsbundo Marti in propaganda broad-
casts which could be heard in the capital San

Salvador.

During the offensive,
which started at the begin-
mng of last week, the
FMLMN revolutionaries
captured iwo lowns in
Chalatenango province —
Laz Vueltas and Jicaro —
both about 50 miles from
the capital.

They also overran San
Fernando and Torola in
Morazan province, and
are beseiging the major
government  garrison  in
Perguin.

At the same time the
FMLN launched a series
of diversionary attacks in
San Salvador itself, am-
bushing a national guard

patrol  leaving  seven
wounded and bombing
electricity sub-stations

throughout the capital —
including one just two
blocks from the presiden-
tial palace.

Radio Venceremos has
warned people to stay off
the national highways un-
til Saturday since it intends
to carry out concerted at-

tacks on military vehicles.

Most crippling have
been the FMLN attacks
against ‘electricity, waler
and tclephone com-
munications in the coun-
try. Last Friday 1,300,000
of the country’s 4,300,000
people were without any
of the basic services.

Radio Venceremos an-
nounced:  ‘Within  the
framework of our cam-
paign against the Rightist
and fascist armed forces
high command we will
continue to cut clectrnic
power and call on the peo-
ple to take the necessary
measures when electricity
is off".

In response to the of-
fensive of the revolu-
tionaries 5,000 of the jun-
ta's ‘elite” troops have
been thrown into the bat-
tle. Radio: Venceremos
claimed that in two days
fighting 83 government
soldiers had been killed
and 116 captured. One
Huev helicopter has been

shot down by the FMLN in
the fighting in
Chalatenango.

The government claim
that the present waveof at-
tacks “are not causing too
much  concern’.  This
estimate is frankly a joke,

In the period following
the FMLN’s offensive dur-
ing the fraudulent elec-
tions last March, the
government troops have
been carrying out large
scale ‘search and destroy
operations’ in the coun-
tryside.

Just & month ago the
junta held a big military
parade in the national
stadium in San Salvador
which took on the aspect
of a ‘victory' parade.

But the junta's claims
to be winning the war have
bean shown to be haollow
and empty. The revolu-
tionary forces are on the
offensive again, nflicting
heavy casualties on the
government and paralys-
g the countiry.

The El Salvador
Solidarity Committee is
holding a trade union con-
ference as ils major activi-
ty in 1983, For details write
to El Salvador Solidarity,
29 Islington Park St., Lon-
don MNI.

Prospects from 1905 on-
wards. Stalin wrote, ‘The
new Trotskyism does not
deem: 3l necessary (o
C?&IIJ}.‘ uphold the theory
of ““permanent” revolu-
tion. It “simply"" asserts
that the October Revolu-
tion fully confirmed the
idea of the “permanent
revalution®."(5)

As regards the first of
these  charges, that of
‘underestimating the

asantey’, il was simply &
ie. Furthermore, as we
shall discuss later, it was
a ndiculous lie . because
Trotsky’s position on the
peazaniry in Russia were
actually widely circulated
by the Bolsheviks
themselves with full agree-

ment at the time.

But- on the second
point Stalin was absolutely
right a5 to what was at
stake. The Russian
Revolution of 1917 did
confirm both Marx's views
of 1848 and Trolsky's
theory of 1905, Trolsky
applied that analysis to
world politics until the end
of his life. As the United
States revolutionary
Joseph Hansen wrote in
1966, 'In tribute to Marx,
who  formulated _ the
general idea, Trotsky nam-
ed this theory, which
permegtes all his wnlings
and guides all his activities
from 1905 on, the theory
of  permanent revolu-
tion.'(6)

In the next weeks we
will look at how this
theory was developed by
Trotsky and  applied o
Russia.

(1} Trowsky — History of the
j.Rr:.s'.‘.‘J'un Revolution Appendic

(2} Trotsky —
Revolution pi2
(3§ Troisky Writings 635940
P33

(4} Stalin = On the Opposi-
tion pld7

(5} Sralin — On the Opposi-
fion pi33

(6 Hanzen — Dvnamics of
the Cuban Bevolution p330

Permaneni

Highjacking is a
hasty crime

By Bob Pennington

LIKE YOU READERS | am getting more
and more worried about international
terrorism and crimes like plane highjack-
ing that are done for political ends.

A real shocker took place last week.
when a sinister international mob "'nob-
bled’ the pilot of a chartered planse on the
Woaest Indian island of Mustique.

The pilot left stranded a group of
British journalists who had charterad the
plane and whisked off a guy who is
thought to be one of the up and coming
young men in the “Family’.

The extent of tha influance of this
mob, known to some as the ‘royal mafia’
can only be appreciated when it is
known that the guy was helped to get on
the plane by cne inspector Geoffrey
Padgeham and security men, who even
wrestied with the journalists, who were
irying to get on a plane their papers had

paid for.

Even here the fix-up does not stop.
Surely you would have expected those
Fleet Street newspapers whose plane
had been robbed, to demand that the
conspirators be prosecuted for piracy.
Again you would have thought London’s

new police boss

—  Sir Kennsth

Newman, who | can reveal knows the
name and address of the man — would
have taken the SPG round to his pad and

‘nicked’ him.

But there was no clamour from Fleet
Streat. Sir Kannath, like the airline pilot,
the security men, inspector Padgeham
and all tha Fleat aditors and owners are
all in the pockets of the ‘mob’.

When you set up an operation on that
scale and ‘fix’ that many people, you
have got real clout and the poor old law
abiding citizens that the press keep
speaking for, had better look out!
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ABLE TV:

o)

By Phil Hearse and Kathy Kirkham

LAST WEEK's Hunt report on the introduction
of cable television into Britain heralds a major
change in the structure of the media. The
technology of cable TV makes it very versatile
— and absolutely tailor-made to reinforce the
tight grip of big business on communications.

The Hunt report
recommends the introduc-
tion of cable TV with vir-
tually no restrictions of the
kind which apply 1o the
BEBC and ITV. The list of
things which are noi con-
trolled is formidable: no
restriction on_advertising
time, no velting of pro-
grammes or advertising,
no requirement for any
sort of balance or variety,
no requirement to cater
for minority tastes or to
even pretend . to.  put
minority points of view,
no rationing of films — no
restrictions on anvihing.

Far [rom being some
saort - of ‘liberation’ of
hroadcasting from
autharitarian contrals, the
ner resnlt will be an endless
flond of rrash and huge
profits for the cable com-
Panics. .

The expenience of
cable in the United States
{where there are more than
15 million subscribers) and
Canada shows the dan
of unregulated cable TV.

Cable TV is what it
sounds like — new televi-
sion  channels broadcast
via overground or
underground cables from
a }ocaf broadcasting centre
(the ‘head end”), via trunk
and feeder cables direct in-
io the home.

Cable TV was invented
to service hilly areas which
found difficully in receiv-
ing normal TV signals but
the advantage soon realis-

' ed was that a sin%‘[r: cable
can carry over a hundred
channels. In the USA most
s¥sitems have 12 channels
but new ones must have a
capacity of aver 20.

At its inception cable

Abortion rights under attack -

TV was considered a
local® service hecause of
the necessity to relay TV
programmes via the head
end. Many hopes were
therefore raised that cahle,

being locally networked,
could offer local variety®
and access for local in-
terest and  community

groups. The franchise for
cable networks in the US is
controlled by the local
authorities, and generally
they insisted on ‘access’
clauses Im, the contracts.
Because of the smallness
of many of the local
systems, advertisers did
not express & gredl in-
rerest.

Change

An Important
technological change
altered this general pic-
ture, however. Gradually
the industry realised that
by  transmifting from
satellites to the head ends,
the cable system could be
linked up nationwide.
Cable thus is gradually los-
ing its local character and
becoming & system of na-
tionally networked pro-
grammes. This is leading
both to a steep mise in
advertising interest, and
the edging out of local ac-
cess,

Another result is that
cable systems are gradual-
ly being taken over by the
big communications
monopaolies.

Cable systems are ex-
tremely expensive to build.
It requires huge capital
resources to produce the
programmes and broad-
cast them via satcllite.

viewers. At key points the
viewers would be asked
guestions hike: *Does this
show now need a) more
sex by more violence ¢) an
admixture of both?"

Home burglar and fire
alarms can be fitted to
cable TV, and two-way
terminals will enable con-
ferences 1o be held via
cable.

The Hunt Report now
proposes (o have no
restrictions whatever on
this extremely versatile
technology. However, the
real restriction on cable
will be that it is extremely
expensive. The idea of
‘free’ cable stations, like
Italy's free socialist radio
Stations, i & Non-starter.

In the United States

there has been along battle
over access to cable TV; a
whaole ‘access movement'
has developed in the
localities. It is gradually
being defeated by the
stranglehold  of  big
business. For example in
New York, therc are 37
channels on the cable net-
work, and 36 of them are
EiVEn over to programmes
made ouside the area. All
the rest — public informa-
tion, education ele, is
crammed into the one fe-
maining channel. Local
community programming
gets two hours per week,
But the Hunt Report
makes no reference to such
considerations. Cable will
be handed over to the
monopolies  lock, stock

end barrel,
The response of t
established TV channel
and in particular the BB
has been wvery weal
Alasdair Milne, ditectc
general of the BBC, mac
the quite extraordina
statement that the Hur
Report ‘*had gone a lon
way' to meeting the BBC
icars — apparently on th
basis that cable TY won
et the big sporting even
ike the cup final!

The Tory motto ‘pr
vate industry knows bes|
is being applied to cabl
TV with a vengeance. Th
monopolies, and in par
ticular, the big America
monopolies, will have
field day.

Therefore a process of
company concentration is
going on with companies
like American Express,
Warner Brothers and the
Westinghouse Broad-
casting Corporation
becoming the field leaders.
Control 5 in fewer and
fewer (capitalist) hands,
and the prioritics and
values of cable networks
reﬁecttthat fact.

This i especially
serious since cable has the
potential to hecome the
major means by which we
receive news, information,
education and conduct

from left and right

By Jude Arkwright

THE IRISH GOVERNMENT is committed to
holding a referendum before the end of this
year which would, in the words of its sup-
porters, demand an amendment to the con-
stitution to ‘guarantee the right to life of the
foetus from the moment of conception’. In
other words abortion could become classified
as murder — never mind the right to life and to
a decent life of the mother. Abortion could be
illegal under any circumstances.

The irony is that abor-
ton is already illegal in
Ireland and all political
parties are opposed o
decriminalisarion.

Women are again the
pawns in the game of
politicians and the church,
Garrett Fitegerald of Fine
Gael originally suggested
the  referendum  and
Charles Haughey of Fian-
na Fail jumped in 1o back
It in an allempt to curry
favour with the
Catholic Church,

The referendum could
be passed since ninety
seven per cont of the
population are Catholic,
But that doesn't mean it

reflects what women want
and need — it only means
that the Catholic Church
says they need. Some
3,500 Irish women go to
the . backstreets despite
what the church tells them
and undoubtedly feel guilt
and misery as well as going
through unnecessary
physical suffering.
Bernadetre McAliskey
spoke to a packed meeting
at Liberty Hall in Dublin
to. laench a campaign to
get the referendum drop-
ped. The campaign will try
tor stop this seachionary ac-
tion and get women Lo
fight it. It can helé) Irish
women [0 demand their

rights and not walk
around in fear and trembl-
ing at the edicts of the
Catholic Church.

The power of the
church is also weighing
down on women in France
and this time it is a
Socialist Government
which iz howing before it.
This government had pro-
mised hefore and after
coming into office that it
would reimburse women
who had paid for ther
abortions  before  ten
wieks, Mot a huge conces-
sion, but a step toward en-
suring that rich and poor
women alike have the right
to determine their lives,

Ethics

On 2 August Pierre
Bérégovoy, Minister of
Social Security announced
that this promise could not
be met. He claimed this
was for ‘ethical reasons'
and reasons of respect for
religious families.

What about respect for

business Lransactions. By

livking a pocket size
keypad to vour TV sel,
and by linking the head
end to computers, cable
enables the viewer to vole
in televised opinion polls,
order goods from shops,
ask for bank statements
and so forth.

Virtually any sort of in-
formation can be broad-
cast to the viewer by cable.
One recent innovation on
one of the United State’s
biggest cable networks was
@ spap opera, the story of
which was controlled by
opinion polls among the

women? and for their right
to control their own lives
and make their own deci-
sions? Sixty-seven per cent
of French people in a re-
cent poll think reimburse-
ment should be made. No
respect for their views is
shown. Bul the opinions
of the Catholic hicrarchy
are widely reported by the
media.

We must give our sup-
port for women in these
countrics where the forces
of reaction are on the of-
fensive.  Petitions and
postcards in support of the
anti-amendment cam-
paign  in  Ireland are
available from NAC at
374, Grays Inn Road,
London WC1 — watch
this. space far details of
solidarity action.

Their fate iz our fate
eventually and their srrug-
gle is ours — we must stop
once and for all the control
of the Catholic Church
and the politicians who try
and dominate our lives.

We must fight for all
women"s right to choose.,

DEBATING SOCIALISM
23-24 October

JUST ONE WEEK to gu to the International Debating Socialism
weekend. You can hear Ernest Mandel on the international
monetary crisis, a debate between Bea Campbell and Valeria
Coultas on women's liberation, Ken Livingstone on the lessons
of Labour’s GLC, Frances Morrall and Alan Freeman on the new
Labour left, and much morse!

This weekend event, packed with discussions on a pro-
grammae for the British crisis, will be held on 23/24 October at
Kingsway Princeton College, near Kings Cross in London. For
just £4 you can attend all the sessions, or spend £2.50 to attend
for one day. Snacks will be available, and a creche which must
be booked in advance.

This is an educational event you can’t afford to miss. Fill in
the order form below for your tickets. :

Kingsway Princeton College, Sidmouth Street, London WC1.,

Saturday 23 October
2.30-10 Registration
10-1 Plenary session in main hall
Ernest Mandal on the international monetary crisis

Lunch Break 1-2pm

2-4 Workshops
a) Ken Livingstone, Hilary Wainwright & Tessa van
Geldaren on the lessons of Labour’s GLC
b) Bernadette McAliskey on the Irish revolution
¢) John Ross & Duncan Hallas debate entrism and the
Labhour Party
d) Ernest Mandel on Poland and workers” self-management

Break 4-4,30pm

4.30-7 Plenary session in main hall
Frances Morrall, Labour Brisfing & Alan Freeman discuss
the new Labour left

Sunday 24 October
9.30-10 Registration
10-12 Plenary session in main hall
John Ross on the British political crisis

Lunch Bresk 12-1pm
1-3 Workshops
a) Pat Hickey, Alan Thornett & John Deason on the tasks
for socialists in the unions
b) John Harrison on the British economic disaster
) Paul Gilroy on black crime and law and order
d) Julian Atkinson on Labour's youth movements
e} Mike Davis on Exterminism and the Cold War
3-5 Plenary session in main hall
Bea Campbell & Valeria Coultas discuss Sweer Freedom and
women’s liberation

Please send me .... tickets for the international Debating
Socialism weekend,

| enclose £.... for the tickets. Please reserve .... places in tha
creche.

Name:, Doy o e L] Address...... e e e

Make cheques etc payable to: International, PO Box 50, London
N1 2XP.
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By Brigid O'Mally

gap somewhsra,

to strengthen the

mont’.
Peoples: Democracy,
the spearhead of the "60s
Civil  Raghts Movement
and:  a revoluticnary
socialist organisation af-
filisted to the Fourth In-
ternational ran two can-
didates in the election,
Feargus O'Hare and John
McAnulty, after first try-
g to- win the. anti-
imperialist . foces to
organise a boveatt of the
elections. Stat g that PD
considered  the key ques-
tion wes unity of the mass
‘foevement  thal  bought
down the old Stormont,
PD promised that its can-
didates wonld.
@ refuse o take
seats in the Assembly
[ ] campai‘gn for
holding o
All-Ireland

their

the

Irish people.

Socialfist Challenge

elections to an
Assembly
representative of all the

IN THE RUN UP to the 20 October slections for
a new Assambly in the six counties Jamas
Prior, Tory Minister for Northern Ireland, pro-
mised that the Assembly will be able to sclve
the problems of the economyl Considering
what the Tories have done to Britain with
recaord unemployment and the wholesals
destruction of industry there is a big credibility

What is really at stake is that British im-
perialism through the new Assembly is trying
division of
strengthen the power of the Loyalist popula-
tion at the axpense of the nationalist Catholic
minority; and prepara the way for a new 'Stor-

Ireland,

@ campaign for the form-
ing of an anti-imperialist

government of workers
und small farmers to lead
the fight for. British

withdrawal, to win pe-
nuine independence  for
the country and create a
real peace  based on
democracy rather than
repression.

For O'Hare  and
McArulty, the fight for a
11nimd Ireland iz also a
fight for jobs, decent
housing and proper living
standards. But calling on
the working class nol to
wail for a united Ir¢land
they promised 1o fight for:
@ the creation of tens of
thousands of jobs by
shortening  the working
week to 35 hours without
loss of pay
@ one-third of * all in-
dustrial jobs 10 be =et aside

a5 a quota for cartholic
workers to offset past
discrimination

#& the demolition of all
slum  housing and a
massive public works pro-
gramme 1o provide decent
housing for all

@ building militant rank
and file ‘organisations in
the trade unions and com-
munilics to force the im-
plementation of this pro-
ETamme,

PD fejects the claim
that *majority rule’ in the
51X counties is democratic
Loyalist rule, it argues,
haz  created the most
backward,  reactionary
socicty in Eurape. Oppos-
ing all forms of repression,

thiecy palitical,
economic, social or sexual,
PD calls for:
@ the right for free

TIITSErY provision

® anend to the scandal of
low wages for women
workers and egual oppor-
tunity in employment

® positive steps 1o end

sexual haraszsment
Feople’s  Demacracy
have used the election

campaign to help build a
united mass movement to
bring about a united
Ireland.. Help: them by
contributing Lo their elec-
tion fund.

Donations to; PD account
ao. B35I4I29 with the Allled
Irish Bank, I5%-Ta0
Andersonsiown Road, Belfast
BTI $DUG or PO, Connolly
Bookshop, ~6 Avoca . Park,
Belfast IT,

REVOLUTION

celebrate 65th Anniversary of the

RUSSIAN REVOLUTION|

FRIDAY 22 0GTOBER 7 pm

®STALLS e FOOD

TEWHE 177 Tube: Walnrind: ‘Wimalrirahi
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Published by Carginal Enterprises, PO Box 50, London NT.
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For a free,

united Ireland|

SUBSCRIBE!

SPECIAL OFFER

For readers who take out a year's inland

subscription we are offering a free copy of Alan
Freeman's new book THE BENN HERESY. The
book normally costs £3.50

Alteratively we are offering Henri Weber's
book NICARAGUA — THE SANDINIST REVOLU-
TION (Usual price £2.95).

Subscription Rates:

iniand: 12 months £14.00/6 months £7.00
10 issues £2.00

Overseas: 12 months only

Surface & Europe £17.00/Air mail £24.00
(Please delete as appropriate)
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