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IF THE MIMERS vota "ves’ in tha NUM
baliot — result will not ba known
until after we go to press — the stage
will ba sat for a mighty confrontation,

On one side will stand the Tory
Eov«arnment, helibent on breaking tha

ackbone of the trade union move-
meant and showing people that there is
no way that thay can ba resistad. On
the other side will be the most mili-
tant, and best organised section of the
working class,

If the minars crack the pay offer
gut up by the NCB and force the Coal

oard to retreat over pit closures they
will ancourage and inspire every other
worker fighting for wages and johs.

They will also give tha rank and fila
a lesson in what leadership is about.
The right wing leaders like Sirs, the
departed and unlamented Waighell,
Duffy, and of course Len Murray. have
shown time and time again that they
heve no stomach for a fight. As a
result the Tories have treated them
with contempt and simply walked all
ovar tham.

In contrast the NUM laadarship,
with Arthur Scargill to the fore, have
shown what leadership is about. They
have produced leaflets putting the
case of the union executiva. They
have campaigned through the journals
of the union. At a series of militant and
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enthusiastic rallies they have urged
Fhﬁ'“ members to fight for wages and
jobs,

The fight to call a halt to mass
sackings and for the right to a decent
wage will be cantarad around the
miners if they vote to strike. This is
why avery socialist and every militant
has 2 vastad intarast in them winning.

Right across the workers’ move-
mant, solidarity action. must be
organised. On rail, and on the roads,
not one piece of coal must move. The
gas and electricity depots must be
pickattad and if the miners need help
to swell the size of pickets, then tha
trade unions and the Labour Party
must take their members and their
banners down thara,

Meetings. demonstrations and col-
lections must be organised to build
support for the strike. The whole

labour movement must strain every ' 3§

sinew to make sure this struggle is
waon,

A minars’ strike that wins, will turn
the tebles on thae Tories and push back
their offensive. The leadership given
by the NUM left-wing executive will
also show to the rank and file activists
in the right-wing dominated unions
what kind of & leadarship thay nead,
and must fight for in their unions.

No expulsions!

Lobby the Labour Party NEC

Labour Party headquarters, Walworth Rd.
24 November

Bring Party banners
Called by CLPs against the witch-hunt




By Alan Freaman

BY A two to one majority, the 23’'hard left’ Ben-
nite MPs who announced they were forming
an independent group at Labour Party con-
ferance have decided to rejoin the Tribune’
group of MPs. It is still not certain whether
they will continue meeting, as theay have done

until now, as a ‘ginger’ group.

Hard words were ex-
changed: Reg Race, MP,
publicly: denounced col-
leagues for ‘parliamentary
gretinism’, while he has
beéen accused of acting
without consuliation.

I'he traditional Bennite
left also split at the last Ex-
ecutive Committee of the
Campaign = for Labour
Party Democracy, which
has led the battle for
demacratic reform for the
jast four wvears. Its best
known activist Vladimir
Derer has denounced the
so-called "ultraleft” while a
group of CLPD officers 1=
calling: for a ‘recorded
vote' ~ in. a3  ballot ‘on
whether the CLPD should
register ‘in order 1o see
who really  backs  the
CEPD-line?.

Similarly the issue con-
fronting  CLPD is nat
whether it registers bui
whether it throws its full
wught behind the fight
against expulsions.
Despite  formal | backing
for the 30 October con-
ference many = CLPD
leaders will Tollow Tonw
Benn in putting the
names o - declarations,
without being publicly and
pelively mvolved in
leading the campaign,

Behind the confusion
lies & much decper issue:
whether to fighi Healey
and the right wing.

Twocurrents made up
the old Bennite left. [ts
SLTOTEESE impetus  came
from mullions of workers
who wanted to prevent any

Benn says we should preserve ‘The

existing
membership,

leadership,
and

the
the

existing
existing

policies.” But the leadership wants to
get rid of the policies and the

membership.
The split in CLPD  more Healey-Callaghan
reflects a fundamental dif-  governments.

ference on the witch-hunt,
Several officers who in-
troduced & C“lallback
amendment® tothe register
at Blackpool have now
dropped the pretence that
this 15 merely a delaying
tactic, and are proposing
the same resolution as
CLPD’s model for  the
next Labour Party con-
ference.

The immediate issues
are not the most Empnrrant
ones. Throughowt last vear
an independent group of
MPs existed bur did not
split from Tribune. The
problem was not this, bul
its failure to organise any
public, campaigning ac-
bvity. It dissolved inlo a
parliamentary caucus to
prepare a left slate for the
constituency saction of the
MEC. It organised no cx-
traparliamentary cani-
paigning, did not strike up
links with the rank and
file, failed to organise the
trade union left to prevent

The rank and file want
to be rid of Healey and his
friends. Bur Benn wants
nol Lo get rid of Healey's
influence but (o diminish it
and’ reach 3 new accom-
modation with the right
wing: to shift the ‘spec-
trum’ in the leadership
withour a lasting split.

membership and  the
policies,

It may very well lead to
a campaipgn for Benn to
come into the Shadow
Cabinet, despite a 10-]
vote against this in Benn's
OWTl COnstituency.

-r

Wipa the grin off
Healey's face

Thiz last issue most
clearly illustrares the left's
dilemma. It may noi be
wrong in and of itself for
Benn to enter the Shadow
Cabinct, any more than it
was wrong in and of itzelf
for MPs to return Lo the
Tribune group. But what
COIMPTOmISEs are to  be
nigde in order for him 1o
enter it? That is the gues-
tion: So far, very real com-

romises have been made,

enn hes assented to a
Labour Party programme
which everyone knows will
lay the basis for 3 new in-
cames policy. He has let
go, without a murmur,
Labour’s commitment to
nationalise the banks: to
abolish  the "House of
Lords; to  renationalise
privatised industry
without compensation.

These concessions have
an awful logic, As long as
Bennite leaders are
hamstrung  because they
think they must not
challenge the right wing
for fear of raking the
blame for losing the next
election, the right wing can

Phota John Harris

Time to forget old acguaintance

the activists ‘and ditch
policies, like unilateral
disarmament, on  which
the Labour Party could
pulverise Thatcher.

By capitulating to
Healev, Benn iz paving the
way for & defeal For which

the left will imevitahiv take
the blame

Bur the arguments that
hold Benn back need not
sway the rest of the left. A
clear road lies ahead,
which we must travel with
or  without Benn. We

should prepare to
@ establish an organised,

campaigning left that links
both  unions
against the witch-hunt;

@ Defend Labour’s
socialist policies hy
Organising mass action to

Benn speaks to Telecom

It may not be wrong for Benn to run
for Shadow Cabinet. But what
compromises will be made in order to
do it?

-
This has led {0 a series . simply extract concession

of actions which have after concession, zplinter
perplexed, angered and  the Jefl, demoralise the
appalled  Benn's aug- left’s support, and destroy
porters. It led to the it gains

‘ugreement” of Bishops

Stortford — which, as The error is obvious.

Peter Tatchell said. no-  Benn argues that if the left

By Denny Fitzpatrick

AT A MASS rally of Telecom workers on theair
day of strike action last week, Tony Benn ex-
pressed his confidence that a Labour govern-
ment would re-nationalise all posts and
telecommunications privatised by the Tories.

The ~Post  Office private.  firms by the
Engineering Union leader-  nationalised industries —
ship had described theone  instead of going further

day strike az non-political.
But Tony Benn was ada-
mant that it was political.

and developing new forms
of contral,

one agresd 1o except the
leadership. It has led to
Benn'’s present  declared
aim of preserving the ‘ex-
isting leadership, member-

the dizastrons assault of ship and policies’ —
Grantham, Weighell and  though the leadership
their buddies. wants  to. ditch  the

.n. -'-'-'H-'-'-‘-'ﬁ‘\-‘\-‘\-‘-‘-:’
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fights, 1l will be saddled
with responsibility for a
defear at the general elec-
rion. But we argue that the
left must fight in order Lo
win the next election.
Healey iz an  -electoral
dizaster. He wants to ditch

NEW BADGE!
20p each

Orders over 10 post free
Orders over 20 — 15p each
Orders over 30— 12p each
Chequesz pavable to:
Labour History Group
Send to:

Southwark 5C Badpe,

PO Box 50, London N1

What was involved was a
choice as to which govern-
ment should be in office —
the ' Tories  concerned
about profit or Labour
concerned about public
need,

To ensure that this was
the real choice, he appeal-
ed to the audience to make
it~ their  business that
Labour Conference deci-
sions — like that on re-
naticpalisation — be -
¢cluded in the Manifesto,
Just 5o, In the POEL the
Broad Left has fought for
Labour Party business and
affairs to be accountable
to the membership — just
as we would -like POEU
policy Lo be vast mside the
Labour Party.

Benn ended by asking:
What had pgone wrong?
Why were the gains of tﬁe
public  services  being
reversed? He peinted to
three reasons: We forgol
Lo support each other; we
forgot our struggle — and
if vou srop struggling your
rights will be taken away;
and we had not used ‘our
socialist imagination”.

The example he gave
was the mimicking of

But what he failed to
explain was the role of
leadership in this. Rank
and file warkers have
wanted to support each
other, have wanled to keep
struggling, have wanted to
make nationalised in-
dustrics something . dif-
ferent than privale, profil-
motivated companies and
begun to implément
workers control.

Many rank and file
workers leaders are logk-
ing 1o Tony Benn hecause
thev realise the need for a
new leadership. They do
not wanl a government of
the Callaghan-type which
scabbed on the 'winter of
discontent®. They see in
Benn someone who is
prepared o be accoun-
table to their demands,

Socialist  Challenge
supporters agree with this
sentiment and are
themezelves fighting in the
POEL for an accouniable
leadership. They  are
fighting to get rid of the
Brian Stanleys and John
Goldings who are unac-
countable and = support
witch-hunts in the Labhour
Party.

and CLPs

|s Labour’s ‘hard left’ softening ?

defeatr Tharcher:

® Struggle to make the

right winig in the unions ac-
~huntable __for  _theic—

betravals;

@ Throw them out of the

leadersitip 1o pave the way

{or victory.

workers
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. Unltv against

expulsions

® Build a national

campaign

® Organise to resist

ALAN FREEMAN and BRIAN HERON,
from the steering committee of the 30
October conference against the witch-
hunt, explain the committee’s propoals
and what it is hoped the conference

AE WDHKEHE in the pits, steel, post uffu;u
water, and health shape up against Thatcher,
and as her attacks on working people mount,
Michael Foot and Dennis Healey are settling in
for a happy winter discussing an issue dear to
the heart of every unemployed person in Bri-

tain — purging

the socialists. But if the

response to the 30 October conference against
the witch-hunt iz anything to go by, their
winter won't be a cosy one.

With one week to go,
credential applications
had been receved [rom
over seventy constifuen-
cies and are coming in at
the rate of 15 a day. 19
MPs are now sponsoring

including Tony  Benn,
Denniz-  Skinner, . Joan
Maynard and Audrey

Wise, and two Liverpool
MPs, Bob Parry and Allan

Roberts,  who a?u ke
strongly in favour of the
campaign  at  its wﬁl]-

arrended press conference
—on-Lhursday 21 October.
The Campaign for
Labour Party Democracy
15 sponsoring and address-

ing the conference, and
Militant will be sending a
speaker.

The steering commities
are to make two main
recomendations:

1. To establish a national
organisation, with a
democratic structure ac-
countable to  official
labour movement bodies,
on the basis of opposition
to expulsions,

2. To campaign for the
adoption of model resolu-
Lions by CLPs and unions,
arguing that they will not
accept expulsions and that
they will support any

CLPs
filiated

A series of further pro-
posals, including regional
conferences to establish
local support, a newsletier
and a lobby of the NEC on
Movember 27, are pul for-
ward in a discussion docu-
ment from the steering
committee for guidance (o
delegates, 1015 also propos-
ed to change the name to
‘Labour - against  the
Witch-hunt® to reflect the
imvolvement  of  trade
unions and other affiliated
hodies.

What do these pro-
posals add up to? In
gssence, an organised, na-
rional campaign o stop
the witch-hunt.

The NEC is determin-
ed to go ahead with expul-
sions, and will do 50 uriless
the resistance o them is
co-ordinated and organis-
e

The vast majority of
party members and trade
unionisis do not want this
witch-huni,

The NEC will succeed
only if they carry through
expulsions  quietly  and
without a fuss. If they
have to disalfliate twenly
or thirty CLPs they will
fall 1o a sustained cam-
paign Lo remove the right
wing leaders responsible
for the chaos.

Can such a battle be
wan? I depends  on
whether support can he
buill up among the af
filiated organisations for a
stand by the CLPs. That is
why the campaign will be
taken, at local level, into
the unions, youth,
women's sections and so
on — and why backing
must be won from MPs

who are  disaf-
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W|tch hunt conference tasks

Farty seven pemanr of the populetion, in thll letest opinion poﬁ want ta bg rid of Amarican bases. The

right wing want 10 drop nuclear disarmament. We want to win the next alaction.

and councillors,

The committee’s three
further proposals: deal
with this. Hegional con-
ferences are [0 creale a
local network, through
which CLP= will he able to
mobilise the local labour
movement. The trade
urion committes will fight
for a national response
from the unions with

fringé meetings, resolu-
tions w0 annual  con-
ferences, and so on: the
aim being to commil the
block vore against expul-
sions and reverse the deci-
sion on the register at the
next Labour Parly con-
ference.

30 October iz a land-
mark in the ﬁghl against
the right wing's purge: but
it is anly the beginning,

Why Militant should back the conference

MILITANT HAS APPLIED to registar. A four
page spread in their latestissue carries a detail-
ed letter of application to Jim Mortimer,

Labour Party secretary.

The decision will be seen as a big blow for
the left, including many Militant supporters. It
will be read as a signal that Mifftant wants to

strike a deal with the MNEC.

It also gives

legitimacy to the idea of a register.

But the decision wan't
change much. If Mifitani
had not applied, the NEC
would stiﬁ have expelled
people.

And it will do this —
unless a strugele is organis-
ed against expulsions. This
is why the conference on
30 October, Lo organise
resistance Lo expulsions, is
S0 important,

Whatever attitude
might be laken to the
register by different cur-
rents on the left, unity is
essential on the one ques-
tion, which will determine
whether or not the register
is * effective that is
whether or not people get
kicked out.

Will Milirant be taking
part in the 30 Qctober con-
ference? Until recently 1ts
editors  denounced it
clamming it was counter-
posed to their own 11
September rally — even
though the conference
organisers mobilised sup-
port for the rally Hyigﬁ
that the two events sery
different functions,

Milirant’s leaders now
declare they will support
the conference. But they
are sponsoring a motion
which argues it should
dissolve, instead of setting

up a campaign, and send
along two  delegates 1o
their own  ‘campaign
against  the witch-hunt'
committes. This is not the
best way to get unity.

The 30 October con-
ference serves a different
purpose to the Mifiranr
committes. It is designed
to establish a broad unired
front based on official
bodies of the Labour
movement, unlike the
Militant’s steering com-
mittee which 15 primaniy
made up of Mifirant sup-
parters. And the 30 Oc-
tober conference aims to
defend, not just the Mifi-
farre but the whole of the
left — indeed, the whale
party.

Tius is not to deny the
importance or legitimacy
of the Militant’s own com-
mittee and rallics, which
must be backed. Bul these
cannot =substitute for the
job of building & broad
united front.  Mifitant
should join the new body
and work with it to. build
s own 27 MNovember
regional rallies, as well s a
network of supparters and
affiliates to the new cam-
paign. This would be an
excellent working relation-
ship, which could even-

Phota John Harris

Pat Wall. parflamentary cendidate for Bradford

North. The NEC will try to remove sl Militant's
PPCs against the wishas of their constituencies

tually lead to a single
united body. But are there
deeper reasons for Mili-
rand  leadership’s  reluc-
tance to join in united
front activity?

It unfortunatelv thinks
that it, and only it, is the
object of the MEC's at-
tack, and that the best way
to react is to build the Mili-
fant. This doesn’t leave
much role for people who
don't happen toagres with
the Afilitans, but do want
tor defend it; and it doesn’t
do anything at all about at-

tacks on the rest of the
left:

Worse still, they have
raised building Militani to
such a principle that they
are ready for a wide layer
af Milfrznr supporters (o
lose Labour Partv
membership in gdvance of
a struggle.

Al numerous meelings
of . the left, Miliran:
spokespeople have made it
clear that they think it
would be better for Mifi-
fant supporters threatened
with expulsion to leave the
Party rather than provoke

a confrouctartion with the
MEC which might lead to
disaffiliation.

This is a disastrous ap-
proach. OF course, at the
end of a h[ru.ggic il may be
neccessary, because  we
have not enough strength
10 accept a particular ex-
pulsion. Bul this is not the
same as giving up before
the fight srarts,

It 15 like going into a
strike for a 10 percent risc
with an announcement
that you will accepr 2 per-
cent if 1t's offered. The
more expulsions the night
are allowed to get away
with, the mora they will be
tempted to make. Only if
each and every expulsion
provokes bitter battles will
they  think twice about
what they arc doing.

Indeed the right wing,
led on by Miliran:'s own
hesitations, are said to be
gmng back to 'Plan A" —
ku:.(ul? out Milrant’s
entire leadership.

This would be 2
tremendous blow to the
whole left, as well as the
Milirane, The job of the 30
October conference iz 1o
ensure that every consti-
tuency whege a Militami
supporter 15 threatened
will  deliver & cast iron
backing not to accept their
expulsion, and that the
rest - of the Party can
deliver a guarantee to back
them up.

This iz a barttle that
Miiitams must be involved
in — as part of a united,
labour movement cam-
paign.

Hackney Young

Socialists

oppose witch-hunt

THE STEERING com-
mittee of the 30 Oec-
tobar conference is
proposing to establish
a youth subcommittee
ta co-ordinate work in
defence of the Young
Socialists. So far near-
ly twenty YS branches
have applied for
credentials.

Socialist Chuilan e
raprints hera a
resolution  on tha
witch-hunt passed by
Hacknay Young
Socialists to thair
ragmnaf conferance,
which is an excellent
working modal for
other YS branches.

This
notes:
I. The continwed desice by
the warking class fo fight
this  regctionary Tory
government gg shown by the
health,  rail, steel and
minewnrkers,

2. The attemipis of the right
wing  Lubonr and trode
union feaders fo sabotope
thes potentiol through the
fgunching of @ witch-heni in
the ranks of the Labour
Party gnd  unions,  and
through Mocking fightback
in the steel, rail amd fealth
HFTORS.

3. Thar this wirch-hunt Iz
atmed at breaking up the
workers” fight ageinss the
TOries, masy  OVENIERS
like the disgrmament moves
ment and  reversing  gains
wroeemed policy and
democracy ai- Labour Party
carference for the last few
MEQry.

4. That the Labour right
seek fo Maock the inclusion
af wny pro res.'.'h'e policies
or deman in  Laobour's
election manifesto such g
wnilateral nuclear disarma-
ment, or a 35-hour week,

Caonference believes
That the  best
defence rattaok. Thel PYS
showld throw itself inre syp-
porl  for campaigns ke
CND. A the smme fene the

confarance

eyl

LEYS should fight 1o lead
the opposition fo the right
wing’s wilch-hunt in the
Labour FParty and  frade
LTy,

This Conference
rasolves to;

I, Confinue fo support all
warkers im siruggle againse
the Tories g fight to bruild
the  muaximum  solidaricy
throughout the Labour Par-
t¥, wmons ond  among
vouith

2. Oppose the witch-hunt in-
Srn'.'. the Labour Party and
urions.  Defence of the
LEYS must be at the cenire
af this fight, but we declare
our spposition to ol expul-
sions af Cindividuals - or
disbandmenis  of - consii-
fuency parties in the evenr
af  non-cogpergiion  with
amy NEC insirucrions.

= 5r;,:parf rhe cormpangn sel
up againgr the wirch-fum
principally  the  Sreering
Commitiee ser up by rthe
Labour Movemenr  Con-
Jerence againzst the Wirch-
heeree, and rhe national cam-
poign set up by the con-
Jerence called by Hackney
North-CLP,

Conferenca Instructs
the Incoming Regional
Committee:

1. To coordinate Y8 bran-
ches” solidaricy work with
industrial strugples apainst
the Tories.

2. To continue developin
Joint activities with Youth
CND in the region.

3. To gfiiliate the Regional
Y5 1o the rwo anii-witch-
hunr bodies named above,
send delegares to both, and
Jully support their planned
GCHVITES,

4, To publicize, and win
support for Y8 acrivities
throughour the  reglonal
Labour Party and unions.,
J. To campalern for the
defence of the 5 by all
lehour movemeni bodies.

& To launch a massive
recriiimens drive, as the
Desp iway o combal those
werrking  pir o close the ¥5
e,




For all out strik

By Norman Lockhart

LAST Thursday the TUC NHS Committee final-
Iy decided to consult the healthworkers about
taking indefinite, all out action to win their pay
dispute. Is this appeal to the members a sud-
den convarsion to mass democracy? Not ex-

actly.

The roasting COHSE
leader Albert Spanswick
got from shop stewards in
Cilasgow the day before,
left the TUC with little
alternative but to go back
to the members. It has
been increasingly obvious
during the three weeks of
regional days of action
that healthworkers have
been looking back 1o the
magnificent solidarity ol
22 September and wanting
an immediate fight to win,
or else a settlemen: before
the members become £x-
hausted and union
organisation falls apart.

The limited acuons s0
far has secured an ncreas-
ed offer al the expense of
local health boards mak-
ing cuts. But it has also
Leen thie explosive
developments of a shop
stewards movement in the
MNHS.

In Glasgow, one of the
biggest health boards in
the counlrg some hospitals
{such as the Roval Infir-
mary) had no stewards
committee at all at the
start of the dispute. MNow g
city-wide slewards
organisation has begun 10
meet. The first mestng,
attended by 60 stewards
from seven hospitals co-
ordinated with these pro-
tests against  Spanswick.

On Friday a second
mesting drew  represen-
tatives from 17 hospitals.

A sleering committee
of one representative from
each hospital Is Lo Organise
further ~meelings: of all
Glasgow shop  stewards,
and will call a conference
of all NHS stewards in
Scotland i two 1o three
weeks time,

Task

The main task for the
stewards is to turn out a
sohid vote for an indefinite
strike — particularly from
the weaker unions, who
can expect no lead from
their officials. Bullding on
the support already won
from industry is also im-
portant in preparing the
kind of action thal can
Win.

The main focus for
building up to all outl ac-
tion and petting the sup-
port of the other sections
will ‘be the national
transport  strike  on
Movember, Workersin the
pits, steel, and  Hritish
Telecoms. and other -
dustries are pushing ahead
with their -own disputes
but can see-that they are
part of the same fight
against Tory policies.

POEU march to
defend jobs

THE 20 OCTOBER and Day of Action by Post

Office engineers was a

resounding suc-

cess. Thousands marched in London and many
other workers refused to cross picket linaes.
Socialist Challenge spoke to five women

engineers about

their

union's campaign

against privatisation of British Telecoms.

Was the campaign for
the one day strike a suc-
casst

Suzanne: The organisation
for the strike was really
bad, the membership want
more dizcussion. The in-
struction to strike came
teo late from head office
and distribution o the
members was had. The
arguments haven’t been
won in the membership
yet. This still has to be
dane.

Who's fault is it?
Anne: The POEU national
executlive didn’t orgamse
well. They should be more
available 1o the member-
ship.

Suzanne: The local union
office didn"t distribute the
information quickly
enough. The officers of
the branch didn’t come to
our exchange until Tues-
day ~morning, the day
before the strike. That was
obviously too late. The
branch officers don't seem
to understand that we need
more workplace meetings,
more involvement, more
discussion.
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Bridget: The present NEC
i& - reafly reliant . on a
Labour government being
returned to office. This is
totally useless.

Ann: The Tory's plans to
privarise BT mean that
management are alrcady
atlacking the workforce,
The latest management
circular gives instruquqn.s
on how o take disciplin-
ary action against workers
who aren't totally efficient
for BT's necds and thal
redundancies are needed
now. We need to defend
our jobs now and not wait
for a Labour government.

Janice: In  our area
engineers  aren’'t  being
replaced when they leave
ar retire and management
15 Prossurising other
workers o do their jobs.
Workers are being com-
pulzorily transterred,

If vou look at what our
Labour  sponsored MP
John Goulding has done
you see how useless it is to
wail for a Labour govern-
ment. All he does is talk to
the Tories. We need o
fight now.
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A scena from the massive 120,000 strong London demonstration. Actions like

this have to ba used to build all- out sction.

The fight 1o get health
warkers to support all out
action is also preparing the
ballle against cuts invaly-
ing joblosses and closures.
The growth of stewards
organisations is paving the

That is the best way we
will make a Labour
Ememmem implement the

est policies for BT, We
want the split between
Posts and Giro and BT
reversed so that it is one in-

dustry again — -like the
GPO.  We want re-
nationalisation — without
compensation.

Thara ara very few
women anginearsin BT.
Did your workmates
walgcome you onto tha
lina?

Suzanne: The men were
shocked but pleased 1o see
me arrive. The group of
men | had taken up some
time ago because they said
sexually abusive thingstoa
woman clerical assistant
were organising the picket
when 1 arrived at 7.30am.

After 30 seconds of
mintual shock they
welcomed me and we are
now lalking for the first
time in six months. 1 think
that showing we actively

Past ﬂfﬁﬂﬂ'.ﬂngl‘ﬂﬂﬂ'fs f_t;m

way for co-ordinated in-
itiatives: that can increas-
ingly put the TUC leaders

on the spot.
That is why the na-
tional ~ MNHS stewards

meeting called in Sheffield

g =

iy S :
out solidly against privatisation.

support the union means
that those members who
support our right 1o bhe
ENgINesrs see us as good
union members, Those
that are anti-union will feel
more  slrongly  against
women on the job.

Do you like your jobs?

Mona: Yes, very much. |
get along really well with
my workmates. Blokes
don't understand  why
women do this job. First
they treat yvou like they

JANICE CHEDDIE is

Saturday 30 October must
be representative enough
10 move towards an
authoritative national
body that really expresses
and organises rank and
Tie reeling.

think a women should be
treated but they can’t
because you're an
engineer, Then rhey treat
yvou like an engineer...

At this  point  Gerry
County from West End
POEU branch arrivad...

Gerry: So you're a fitter —
vou can fif meup any time.
Mo really, some girl fitters
are better than most men
I"ve seen. Thev're good at
their job. Women have as
much right to work as men
do — please quote me in
SC.

youth antrant and works as

an engineer in a telephone exchange in Naorth

Londan.

MONA CORBIN iz in her first year a5 an apprentica

in Cantral London.

BRIDGET ELTON joined BT a3 enadult entrant two
and i5 a fitter in tha city of London.

¥

ANN FIANDER joined BT as an adult entrant two
years ago and is now an engineer in a telex ax-
change.

SUZANNE SMITH has fi
pranticaship and now works as g fitter i
of London

wed her three year ap-
the City

Support the Healthworkers

Mass meeting of transport workers

Monday 8 November 10.00am

Friands Meeting House

Euston Rd., London N1

Speakers: Arthur Scargill. president NUM
Ray Buckton, general secretary

NUPE

Jim Stavenson, axacutive NUR
Tony Benn also invitad.

sponsarad by Kings Cross NUR

Mational Mestings of health service
stawards and representatives of strike
committass. : ;
Saturday 30 October 1982, Royal Victoria
Hotel, Victoria Station Road, Sheffield.
10.20am to 4.30pm. _
LEICESTER health service co-prdinating commulies
and Sheffield Joint Shop Stewards Committes are call-
ing u national meeting 10 determine the views of shop
stewards on the future conduct of the heal[h(ga:-' dispute.

There is no machingry available for the TL

health zar-

vice commiliee to consult with stewards nationally and
this meeting is intended @0 help remedy the problem. 1115
hoped representatives of the TUC health service commit-
tee will agree to attend this meeting and outline the com-
miltee's views on how the dispule can soon he bought 1o

2 successiul conclusion,

Whilst the mecting we propose has no official stan-
ding it will allow 0% 1o discover the collective view of
many of those who have heen foremost in the conduet of
the dispute and advise the TUC healih service commiltes
accordingly. For further information phonc Sheffield
0742-26484 ext 2896 davtinte or 550 582 evenings.

cargill calls for
unity in action

By Robin Duncan and Hazel McPherson

LAST SATURDAY, miners’

leader Arthur

Scargill addressed the Triple Alliance meeting
in Edinburgh. Owver 5,000 people were present
— many having joined the march to the rally as
it went along. Fraternal delegations from the
health workers, Rolls Royce, Leyland, Upper
Clyde shipworkers and others were also there.
For many waorkers, the alliance is seen as
something that could and should take on That-

cher’s government.
Scargill explained that
miners are taking action to
rotect pay jobe and the
uture of the industry. He
urged the sleelworkers and
railworkers to do likewise.
“The NUR (the railworkers
union) and the ISTC (the
steelworkers” union) must
stop giviig us just ‘maoral
support and rake joint ac-
tion with us®, he said.

Inside the NUR, rail-
workers will be looking for
& candidate for a peneral
secretary who is prepared
to respond to Scargill’s call
and committing himself to
campaigning inside  the
union for ‘& national
fightback on jobs as well
as putling themselves {irm-
Iy behind industrial action
in support of the miners
struggle.

The NUR's narional
executive commitiee,
which has led the fight
against  Weighell and
Weighellism can play &

role in ensuring that the
nexl general secretary is
comumiited 10 such
policies, First, by respon-
ding to Scargill’s call and
fighting for joint action
with the miners within the
union as a whole. And
secondly, by demanding
that all candidates for
general secretary should
place their views on the
Triple Alliance in front of
the membership.

Finally the best condi-
tions for the victory of a
left candidate will be laid
in struggle. The election of
a peneral secretary will
provide an opportumily for
the left on the executive to
explain how it sees the in-
terests of railworkers be-
ing defended. This should
starl now through an ac-
tive campaign in the bran-
ches to build for the one
day strike - sohdarity
with the health service on 8
Movember.
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Scargill's

harnstorming

FOR THE first time since 1935, a united National
Union of Miners executive has toured the coal
field to mobilise a yes vote for strike action,

In the build up to the 28 October ballot
against pit closures and for a £27 a week pay in-
crease, union president Arthur Scargill has ad-
dressed enthusiastic mass rallies in every min-
ing area. The South Wales and Sheffield
mestings sach attracted around 4,000 miners
who demonstrated their support for Scargill
with cheers and standing ovations.

Scargill's message 10
the first of these rallies in
South Wales was repeated
Lhmuﬁhuul the week,
“You have given me a man-
date to fight against
closures and to fight for a
decent standard of life. 1
can't promise you a seat in
the House of Lords, but |
can promise you a leader-
ship which is in touch with
the members. | can pro-
mise you that we will abide
by national conference
decisions. That's whar our
union iz all about.”

The contrast between
this response to the union
ranks and the experience
of other workers was
drawn our in vice presi-
dent Mick McGahey's
speech to the same rally,
‘Lel’s face 1t there have
been retreats by sections of
the British working class.
When ASLEF were on
strike, thirteen leaders,
and I emphasise not the
trade union movement,
sold out the workers. Mow
look what's happened to
them with MecCarthy'

To cheers, Scargill
thundered the allernative
approach of the NUM
leadership, ‘The miners
are a force no longer
prepared to sec their in-
dustry decimated like in
the 1960°s, They are no
longer prepared to stand
idly by and see the same
happen to them as has

happened to the rail and
steelworkers under the
Tories, If you go out and
get votes, and T know you
will, you can rest al.ssurr.:va.i
the union leadership will
not betray vou.'

Berween 1960 and 1972
S00 pits were closed and
over half the jobs lost.
Ag Scargill reminded his
audicnces,  this bloodlet-
ting had continued under
Labour and Tory Govern-
ments alike. Since 1975
37,000 jobs have been lost,
12 000 of these in the last
year alone.

While this emaciated
workforce  struggles to
keep production targetz up
and maintain salely on
high levels of overtime
private  contractors and
loan sharks from  the
banks and [inance houses
have been getting fat. Bet-
ween 1980 and 1981, £341
million was paid in interest
and in the last vear there has
been an increase of 30 per-
cent in mysterious expen-
diture items like *‘payments
to  privale contraclors’,
‘depreciation’ and so call-
ed Gexpenditure on other
items’ (an increase of £54
million}).

Taking these payments
aside, Scargill estimates
that a cut in overtime from
14 per cent 1o 4 per cent
wonld pay the claim twice
over, or create 30,000 new
jobs.

Tory plans ig reveal-
ed in the present issue of
the national NUM jour-
nal, The Miner. An extract
from a three year old
cahilncl document ag
nuclear er is printe
which ¢§§Eins: ‘Ii)iut a
nuclear programme would
have the advantage of
removing a substantial
portion of electricily pro-
duction from the dangers
of disruption by industrial
action by coal miners or
transport workers.'

o more evidence is
needed to prove that the
Tories intend to tzkc on
the miners, 10 destroy their
jobs ‘and smash up their
unipon. Some miners are
apprehensive  about  the
results of the 28 October
ballot. They are concerned
that their leaders waited
too long to start the cam-
paign that linked the pay
and closure issues a5 one.

By next week the ballot
results will be known,
Every stesl worker, rail
workers  and  hospital
worker tied down in a'bat-
tle with the Tories will be
hoping that the miners will
give & lead in action [rom
that day.

As McGahey told the
South Wales miners: ‘The
British miners can be a
catalvst that can spark off
the fight against the Tory
government.” They can
also heap on the pressure
behind Seargill's message
that ‘the mext Labour

vermment should be as
oval to our class as the
Tories are to theirs.’

This is the message
which for miners means in-
vestment in the pits, & four
day week. early retirement
and a sane energy policy
based on ample reserves
of coal, oil, and gas.

A day in the life of a flying picket

Miners

e e
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Further evidence of the How we

Arthur Scargill

organised

By David Crowther, Delegate. Warsop Main,
North Derbyshire Area [personal capacity)

THE LESSONS of our pay claim and overtime
ban can be summed up as 'getting the facts
across'. The popular press has talked about our
claim for 31 per cent. What we really said was
for £25 across-the-board on basic rates. This
would particularly benefit the lowest paid —
the surfaceworkers — bringing them up to £115
a weel; It would equal out some of the big dif-
ferences between areas resuiting from the

bonus schema.

The NCB offered us
7.2 per cent if we accepted
‘cost unit efficiency’, in

other words —  pit
closures. The Special
Delegate Conference

Ballot result in the

balance

OVER 4,000 militants gatharad In Sheffiald to hear
Arthur Scargill and other NUM lsaders spaak. After
the rally Andy Miffer spoke to John Chambers from
Markham Main colliery in Yorkshire and Stuart
Borthwick, youth representative at Yorkshire Main
colliery about the campaign,

John: 1 think we'll win 1
easily at our pit. We're gear-
ing up now, the union is get-
ting behind it and 50 are the
men. | feel a lor more confi-
dent. It's made me want (o
fight that bit harder.

Stuart: From the look of
it tonight T think well gen it
It's looking up. But it's a
question now of taking it back
ta the rest of the pit. There's
mayhe 55 per cent in favour a1
pit. But ‘there’s a lot dead
against it. You've always got

John: We'll win them
aver,

Stoart: We'll win them
cover eventually, It's just a
matter of taking them back
a2nd showing them the facts.
There's toa many read the
WIOng papers.

John: Another thing
that's been helping s the over-
time ban. That's working
now, Management are clamp-
ing down, 50 the lads are star-
timg to Nght back sgainst
them mstead of moaning
pgainst Scargiil,

Stuart: The grguments are
getiing across slowly but sure-
Lv. I think we've got it — well,
I hope we've got it.

Mark Hurmter was glen of the
meefing,  He  works  af
Welhack colliery in the tradi
tionally  ‘modergie”  Nor
tinghamshire grea. He s very
warried aboui the lock of o
carrpaign here,

Mark: | wemt up 1o the area
office last week, The recep-
tion area was knee deep m
copies of The Miner, | went

Ste elworkers SO Ii d By Stave Pilley, Rotherham BSC

STEELWORKERS responded massively to the call of
the steel unions for a one day protest strike against
threats of further closure and massive job loss In
British Steel Corporation. The giant steelmaking
plant at Ravenscraig in Scotland is in tha firing lina,
The degision to close is now in the hands of Tory in-
dustry boss Patrick Jenkins. The ultra modern £400m
Redcar plant on Teeside is equally thraatanad.

According to the Sunday Times the only thing
stayving Jenkins' hand is that any closura could
‘spark off severe industrial unrast’,

This willingness to fight was clearly shown on 22
October as can be seen from this diary of a flying

picket.

5.00am Mect at Rotherham
works and make for Tinsley
FI'_Iark works, About 50 pickets
[nere.

5.40am Police van arrives.
They tell us abour the TUC
guidelines For six pickets. We
all stand back ento BSC pro-
perty and ignore the police re-
quest. Wearestopping all the
(a5 F

5.45am Twa mare palice vans
arrive. Sl not able to get cars

through. . Forlunately  there
are loo few police for their
tactics — which they huve ob-
viously been practcing (for
the miners?) — (o work.

f.am Still more palice arrive.
Things are getting ridiculous.
They now outnumber the
pickets, One or (wo manage-
menl cars gel through, Decide
Lo go to Kotherham for more
pickels.

b.45am Arrive back ar
Tinsley Park to find that one
picket has alrendy been ar-
rested — lor mot giving his
name and address. We heard
later on in ithe day that they
had handcuffed his legs to the
hamd-rails on cither side of the
van. They then beat him
acrass the thighs with a run-
chean. He got out of the
police station at 1030, Ax
11.00, he was back on the line,

7.00am More pickets, more
police, more seuffles, They
are now implementing their
tactics. They purthree linesof
police acrass the gate, split-
ting into a V-shape as cars ar-
rive. ‘A line of police then
walks the car through the
gares, We are not as well
organised, SO somc cars get
through, we'll be better next
time,

B.4%am Someone drives
through the pickel fine at

speed and  pulls into the
garage ot the side of the gate.
About six of us nip in (0 scc
him, During the course of a
nice o friendly.  chat,  h
transpircs that he iz the
general manager!

11.00am Arrive in
Rotherham  for the rally.
Healthworker talks about the
need foar an all-out strike
Miners speak about a fighting
Triplé Alliance. Steel union
speakers call for a meeling on
4 Movember to discuss further
action. They point out that (o-
day is only a beginning and
not the end, There are. also
speakers.  from  Socialist
Challenge and  Socialist
Wirker.

2.00 A.I'I»gr visiting
Stocksbridge. decide to call it
a day. In our chat in the pub
reckon the whole thing was
fairly successful. Onro all our
action!

estimated that around
35,000 jobs would be on
the line. This made it clear
that it wasn't Arthar
Scargill or our NEC which
was ‘artificially’ linking
av and jobs. It was the
NCB, with Thatcher back-
mg them up,

From the start, the
wage claim has been a
political issue. This wasn't
our choosing. It was the
choice of NCB Chairman
Morman  Siddall  and
Margaret Thatcher, both
with only & year to run in
their jobs. If the NCB
wanted o avaid confron-
tation it could have done
we could have been
offered  rate and
early retirement at 55 with
full benefits on top of the
7.2 per cent and the men
might well have accepted.
But these issues which
were ‘agreed in principle’
last vear, have now been
rejected out of hand by the
Board.

. Mesther is it a coin-
cidence that the Tories are
now looking for confron-
tation with the miners. In
1980 they picked off the
steel industry. Then they
sacked Derek Robinson
from BL, and tens of
thousands of his members
followed him down the
road. It was traindrivers
and healthworkers this
year. If Thatcher <¢an
defeat the miners then that
gives her a whole year’s

free run up to the next
election.

So the NCB wasn't on-
ly prepared for industrial
action it was readv to pro-
voke it. Straight after our
Special  Delegate Con-
ference,  every  muner
received a printed letter
saving how much the offer
was worth and how much
money the men would lose
as a result of an overtime
ban or stnke.

We haven't had much
time to  combat the
onslaught from the NCB
and the Sun, Star, and
Mirror. There has only
been three weeks from the
Special Conference to the
ballot. In that time we've
won full support for the
avertime ban and, through
canteen and group or
panel meetings, assembled
our forces for the ballot.

And it's been at pit
level that we've needed to
convince the men. Big
rallies are verv good for
morale but to a larpe
degree they are preaching
to the converted. The com-
mittee men have to go
away from them with
leaflets, posters, stickers
and papers.

A new thing, which has
been very useful, haz been
thal area and branch of-
ficials have been to one
another’s areas and hran-
ches. This has been good
for  bolstering - weaker
areas and pits.

WE have the res

Jack Taylor, president Yorkshire Area NUM.
nsibility of other unionsin dispute on
our shoulders, 11 we fail then they fail az well. The Taries
will gt more satisfaction, they'll ger mare%ard.ag: out of
beanng us than beating anvone else. W

ourseives and (o our movement to make sure we are
resolved to improve our memberz” living standards.

& owe it to

byshira Araa NUM,

determinatian.

Patar Hnuhfiuldhipnnaral secratary of North Der-

I'LL defy anyboedy in this hall tonight to pick up a mﬁv
af the natiorial Coal Board account from 1947 1o 1982
and point out to me which yvear there was some money
for miners’ wages. There has never been an occasion
zince 1947 that the NCB report has indicared that cazh is
available 1o meet the azpirations of the miners. The
wages vou have achieved over the years have been
achieved through your determination, our collestive

lﬁ‘here has never been cash on a platter.

back rtoday and a lot of them
are still there,

So far at my pil we've had
a few posters, no information
leaflets or stickers. There's
been a lot of trouble over the
avertime ban. You expect the
fitters and electricians who
are the only people who do
much overlime 10 go up the
wall aboul 1t, but there's a lot
of other men who turned
against the union because of

it. ;

If vou believe the press
vou'd think the overtime ban
was imposed by Scargill on his
own, Butit’s not surpr_:smﬁ, if
blokes are accepting thas when
the union hasn't got the real
facts over to them.

It’s rragic, because 1if we
fought on the issues, if we had
santeen mccl:nfs — o read
fight — we could win it. We
could walk it.

Sf&arke arrastad at Tﬁvifav;hrk on day of strike action.
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Debating Socialism Weekend su

MORE than four hundred people packed into Lon-
don's Kingsway Princeton College last weekend
for the International Debating Socialism Wesakend.
From Aberdeen to Exeter they had come to hear
Ernest Mandel on the international monetary
crisis, Bea Campball and Valerie Coultas on Sweet
Freedom, Frances Morrell and Alan Freeman on
the new Labour left. and many other dabatas.

The whole weakend was a big success with
young and older comrades alike discussing the
crucial questions of revolutionary strategy and
programme — from the Labour Party and the
unions, to the Cold War and the economic crisis.

Five hundred pounds was raised for the
theoretical review International, and some thirty
people attended a meeting for those interestad in
the politics of the Fourth International and the
International Marxist Group,

As International’s editor Davy Jones said at the

end of the weekend event: ‘These issues of revolu-
tionary stragey will become more not less impor-
tant as the crisis deepens, and such discussion
forums and the journal Intarnational itself are
therafore vital weapons for revolutionary
socialists.”
* The latest issue of International costs just 75p
and contains a debate between Alan Freeman and
Tony Benn, Ken Livingstone replies to a critique of
the lessons of the Labour GLC, Hilary Wainwright
on Workers Plans, an interview with Robyn
Archer, and much mora!l Write to: International,
PO Box 50, London N12XP. Subscribe for just £5.50
inland, £6.50 overseas surface mail, and £12
overseas airmail.

All photos Graham Cookson
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On Friday evening before the .wnukun psap.‘e.:t-fﬂd a

r A rafly in County Hell commemorating
anniversary of the Russian Revolution.  Above Ernest Mandel speaking to the rally; right Ann Speed of
People’s Democracy who also addressed the relly. Below, John Ross (speaking) and Duncan Halles of
the SWP whe debsted the Labour Party and entrism at the Debating Socislism weekend.

CCess

MILLIONS of people have
heard of ‘Che’ Guevara, Fidel's
second in command in the
Cuban revolution, and most
would recognise his famous
stylised poster portrait. But
what did he stand for? What
were his achisvements?
Nothing better sums up
Guevara than his death in Oc-
tober 1967, fighting in Bolivia.
He want there at the height of
the Vistnam war to open a 'se-
cond front’ against US im-
perialism. Fifteen vears after
his death PAUL LAWSON and
ALAN FREEMAN pay tribute
to him.

Ernesto Che Guevars was born in
Argenting. He decided to become a
doctor, and to pursue his studies
travelled the length and breadth of
Latin America, By accident, he arriv-
ed in Cuaremala in 1954, a very
significant year for that country. The
mild reformist government of Jacob
Arbenz had just been elected,

At that time the counlry was
dominated by the US United Fruit
Company. John Foster Dulles, the
LS Secretary was determined that no
government hostile to that company
could survive. He had good reason.
His brother Allen Dulles was presi-
dent of the United Fruit Company.

The result was an invasion of
counter-revolutionary exiles, organis-
ed by the Central Intelligence Agency.
This completely changed Che’s think-
ing. He said: “The United Fruit Com-
pany, the: State Department and
Dulles — they were in fact one and the
same — and they unleashed the dogs
of war'.

What Guevara had discovered in
Guatemala was in fact imperialism.
He decided to devole himselfl to the
revolution: ‘to become a revolu-
tionary physician one first of all has
to make a revolution’.

Two years later he was one of the
eroup which landed on Cuba with
Fidel Castro, [rom the boat Granma
to establish & guernilla army. In the
Sierra Maestra, Guevara and Fidel's
brother Raul became effectively the
deputy leaders of the revolution.

was nol Marxist: its aims were vague,
and mainly - demoecratic and na-
tionalist in formulation. When the
guernitla rebels swepr into Havana on
Mew Year's Day 1959, the direction of
the revolution was by no means cer-

‘Political sovereignty and
economic  independence are
united. If a country doasn’t
have its own economy, if it is
penetrated b\{ foreign capital,
it cannot be free from control
by the country it iz dapandant
on, nor can it exercize its will if
it conflicts with the interests of
tha country aconomically
dominating It.

National sovereignty means
first, a country's right not to
have any one interfere in its af-
fairs, the right of peopla to

““People’s Univarsity in

have tha kind of government
and way of life thay find bast
suited: this depend=s on theair
own choice and it is only thasa
people who can decide if &
gnwrn ment is to change or not

ut all these concepts of
political sovereignty, of na-
tional soveraignty are fictitious
if there is no economic in-
dependence.’

Cuban television program
March. 1963.

Leading his own guerrilla columnn,
he was the sirategist of the battle of
Santa. Clara, the fall of which
precipitated the flight of the dictator
Batista from Cuba. ;

In- addition [0 acting 35 com-
mander of the guerrilla column, he
acted as chiel doctor — and denrist!
He comments: *my lack of experience
and lack ol anesthetic forced me to
resort 10 “psychological anaethesia’.
which in plain [anguage means in-
sulting the patisnts whenever they
complained about the pain.

In the Sierra Maestra Guevara had
already become o Marxist as well as'a
revolutionary ' of - action: Bul the
revolutionary movementi as 8 whole

tain.

Che ‘argued that the revolution
should be based on the poor. Toe carry
through the revolution the July 26
movement should sweep away the old
slate appardtus and get rid of the rule
of the bourgeoisie. It meant a break
with imperialism,

The revplution  proved that
CGueyara was right. In order 1o carry
through the revolutionary aims of nn-
proving the Tot of the poor, Castro’s
government broke up the large land--
holdings and distributed them; closed
the casings and brothels; cut clectrici-
ty and phone tarifs in half; halved
rents and made it illegal to own more
than one house,




It was convincing proof of what
svalution could do. But the guer-
llas had installed a cabinet which in-
luded liberals, including the prime
tinister Urrutia.

Fidel resigned, and mass
emonstrations forced his reinstate-
fent and the resignation of the
ourgeoss prime minster Urrutia,

Technicians, professionals and

small business people fled. The USA
embargoed Cuban sugar: Castro na-
tionahsed all US gssets. Then, on 17
- Apnl 1961, two US navy ships sailed
into the Bay of Pigs with a mercenary
task force of five American ships, two
battleships and three freighrers load-

ed with rtanks, ar;ﬂler} and 1500
ITOORS.
But - this  time. theéere was no

capitalist army to welcome them, The
guerrillas armed the people — who
drove out the invaders. Che had been
proved right, and Fidel declared that
Cuba was now to be a socialist
republic,

Che’s originality now came to the
fore. The new republic was under
siege. Blockaded by the LISA, it turn-
ed to the Soviet Union to sell sugar
and buy oil. But this brought another
danger: that the palitical line of the
Russian bureaucracy would suffocate
and isolate the revolution.

Che fought the Kremlin's in-
fluence. A furicus polemic was jomed
around the deviopment of the Cuban
economy. On one side stood sup-
porters of the ‘economic reforms® in
Russia, like Foreign Trade Minister
Alberto Mora and Carlos Rafael
Rodriguez, now Deputy President.
They called for ‘material incentives”
to increase production.

Guevars — and the Trotskvist
Ernest Mandel, who joined the debare
at the Cuban’s invitation — said this
would create a new bureaucratic
layver. Che argued for *moral’ incen-
tives — npride in the collective
achievements of the revolution. No
incentive should be introduced which
divided warker from worker or per-
mitted individual enrichment.

Cuba’s backwardness, it was said,
made this a ‘ulopian’ project. Che
countered that the world level of pro-
ductive forces was the most decisive
factor. Cuba should end its isolation
by extending it revolution. Its gains
should be guarded at home by
building a new leadership, formed in
direct contact with the masses in the
struggle for production.

From this came Che's famous call
for ‘One, Two, Manv Vietnams’
which led Cuba to launch a world
wide armed struggle movement in
1966, From it, too, grew his concept
of a ‘new man® emerging from the
struggle azainst underdevelopment.

Mot all Che's ideas bore fruit. He
did not live to see the Micaraguans

“The struggle against
imperialism to remove the im-
paediments of colonialism or
neocolonialism, }:l-ﬂl'n?I waged
politically or thruug armed
struggle, or through a com-
bination of both, cannot be
separeted from the struggle
against backwardness and
poverty. Both are phases of the
zame process that leads to the
creation of a new, rich, and just
society. It is absolutely
necassary to first seize political
powar and liquidate the op-
pressor classes; but later we
must deal with the second
stage of the struggle, which is
even more difficult, if possible,
than the first.

Ever since monopoly capital
took over the world, it has kept
most of mankind submerged in
poverty, distributing profits
among the strongest coun-
tries. The living standards of
those countries are based on
the poverty of our countries;
thus, to incraase the living
standards of the under-

developed countries we must
tharefore struggle against im-
perialism. And every tima one
country falls from the im-
perialist trea we have not only
won a partial victory against
our chief enemy, but we have
also contributed to weakaning
it affectivaly and to taking one
stap closer to final victory.

We bolieve that the present
road is full of danger, danger
that iz not invented or
pradicted for the future by any
superior mind, but danger that
is the palpable result of the
raality around us. The struggle
against colonialism has reach-
ad its final stages, butin our era
thea colonial status is Dnlv a
result of imperialist domina-
tion. As iun%as imperialism ax-
ists, it will, by definition, exert
its domination over other coun-
tries; today. this domination is
called neocolonialism.’

Sscond Economic Seminar of
Afro-Asian Solidarity. Algiers,
February 24, 1965,

transform the Cuban experience into
an insurrection model of revolution;
his own heroic atlempt Lo repeat the
Cuban experience in Bolivia lailed
when the people ignored his small
band, leading to his capture and
death,

alternative options — rather than a
government proposal to be accepred
or rejected. Cuban planning remains
plagued by unnecessary bBlockages
which the leadership acknowledge,
but have se far not overcome.

The departure of Guevara from

"We clearly understand — and
we state with complete
frankness — that the only cor-
ract solution to the problems of
mankind at present is the total
elimination of exploitation of
the depeandent countries by the
developed capitalist countries,
with all the consequences im-
plicit in this action ...

In contrast to the rapid
growth of the countrias of the
socialist camp and the
development, although at a
much slower rate, of the ma-
jority of capitalist countries,
there is the undeniable fact
that a large number of so-
called underdeveloped coun-
tries are at & complete stand-
still and at times even show
ratas of aconomic growth
below those of population
growth.

Thase facts are not acciden-
tal. Thay ara in strict accor-
dance with the nature of the
developed capitalist system in
the process of full axpansion
which subjacts the dependent
countries to the most abusive
and least disguised forms of
exploitation.

Ever since the end of the

last ceantury, this expansionist
and aggressive trend has been
made evident in countless ag-
grassions against differant
countries on the most
backward continents. but to-
day it is most evident in the
fact that tha devalopad powars
control tha production and
trade of raw materials of the
dependent  countries, In
general, this is shown in the
dependance of a given country
on one commodity, which. in
turn, is sold to a given market
in amounts datarmined by the
needs of that market.

The World is hungry. but
does not have maonay to buy
food, and paradoxically. in the
underdwarup&d world, in the
world of hungar, pnsslhlu ax-
pansion of food production is
discouraged to be able to main-
tain the price level, that is, to
ba able to aat. Thiz Is the
ralentliess law of the
philesophy of plunder, which
must end as a standard of rela-
tions batwean paoples.”

United Nations Conference on
Trade and Devalopmeant,
Ganava, March 25, 1964.

He did not sec the twin upsurges
of 1968 in France and
Czechoslovakia. He concentrated on
the third world, and had no strategy
to link wup with the working class
strugele in the urban centres of the
world.

Maor did he grasp the vital impor-
tance of an organised clash of ideas in
a transitional society — which mark-
ed the early wears of the Russian
Revolution.

As Mandel had pointed out,
socialist planning requires thar the
people confront -major political and
economic decisions in the shape of

C,:uba in 1966 lo cstablish a revalu-
tionary guerrlla movement in Bolivia
led to many false and stupid rumours
in the world socialiss movement.
Many people believed that Guevara,
as the most radical leader of the
Cuban revolurion, had argued with
Fidel and thar Fidel had had him
murdered.

Of course, since his mission was
secret it was impossible for the
Cubans to reply and to state just
where he was, excepl to say that he
was on ‘an important mission in
another country’. Only when he was
killed was it possible for the Cubans

to make a full reply.

From his guerrilla outpost in
Bolivia Che sent a long message to the
Tricontinental solidarity organisation
in Havana — entitled ‘Create Two,
Three, Many Vietnams!' In it he
argucd thar the way o help the
beleaguered Viernamese, at the height
of their struggle with the United
States, was 1o open up revolulionary
slrugglts elsewhere.

This was anathema to the Soviet
bureaucracy, who bitterly opposed
the extension of revolution. Their line
was ‘peace in Yietnam' — a com-
promise with the Americans and cer-
tainly not more revolutionary wars.

While the Soviel bureaucrats said
‘make peace’, and doled out their aid
to Vietnam through an eve-dropper,
Che said “the duty of every revolu-
tionary 15 to make the revolution’.
Everywhere Che's meszage aided the
revolutionaries in their demand for
solidarity with the Vietnam revolu-
tion. To carry through the aim of
creating *Two, Three, many Vier-
nams’ the Cubanz attempred, in a
mechanical and voluntaristic way, to
srart a revolution in Bolivia. But an
isolated group of revolutionaries were
incapahle of starting a real revolu-
tion. In particular, the Bolivian Com-
munist Party plaved a treacherous
role, refusing to give any aid to the
project.

On & October 1967, Che's guer-
rilla group was encircled. Guevara
himsetf was wounded and taken
prisoner. He was taken to the village
of Higueras by the security forces,
and on the order of the head of the
military  dictatorship  Barrientas,
murdered. He died as he lived: in
combat for the world revelution.

Che understood that only socialist
revolution could siart to solve the
problems of the oppressed people of
the third world: as he put it, the
revolution in this epoch *will either be
& socialist revolution or a caricature
of a revolution®. And he understood
and died fighting for the essence of
permanent revolution in our time: on-
ly by exrending the revolution can its
victories be consolidated.
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Bolivian workers

By Norman Flynn

TWO YEARS after a violent military coup
bruught to an end the slacted government of

Hearn

n Siles Zuazo, a general strike in Bolivia

has forced the military regime to resign. On 6
October Zuazo was re-elected president and
the Congress of 1980 restored.

The criziz which spark-
ed off the popular unrest
was the IMF package of
ECOTOMIC mMeasures  an-
nounced in March., The
i}&skug{.. which was the

5 universal panacea
in search of an ecanomic
problem consisted of
{loating the exchange rate;
freezing wages; and reduc-
ing the size of the public
sur.'r.ur

exchaugzj rate
qu:ci:]},r slid from 25 pesos
to the LIS dallar 1o around
260, In a couniry depen-
dent on anports [or many
products, including basics
such as powdered milk,
this meant dramatic price
increases.  and  sharply
reduced living standards.
Strikes were sraged
throughout the country,

In April the miners of
Huanini went on strike
over three main demands:

u general amnesly for peo-
[J]f' jailed and exiled during
the repression following
the 1980 coup; a minimum
wawe which wouid be in-
dex linked; the ending of
the permanent martial law
which was in force in the

reniin
gl\fL'w pu:u]ttm:a] activi-

v m the counntry hecame
more  open  and  self-
confident.  May Day
demonstrations were held
calling for an end to the
floating exchange raic, a
return to civilian rule and
the abolition of the para-
militaries — the squads of
armed  civilians  who
brought terror and death
to trade unionists and
political activists.

Amnesty

Later in- May the
meners” demand for an
amnesty was met. Elec-
tions were held in the
unions, the universitics
organised  lo  demand
autonomy and the political
parties gained new life.

The junia, losing the
support  of  the  middle
classes, particularly in the
private secior, invited the
umons and the parties (o
private talks to try to avert
the.coming confrontation,
The Central " Obrero Boli-
vigno (the COB, the trade
union -:u:un[‘ederation}
whose Jeaders had been ex-
ecuted and whose building
had been demolished b
the junta during the 193%
coup, refused to malk.

Having failed 1o find a
political  solution  Presi-
dent Torrelio resigned and
was replaced, in musical

chairs manner, by
Vildoso.
Dhurin September

pressure for a real change
of government buils up.
Employecs of the Central
Bank went on strike and
accupied the headquarters
of the bank because of
fraud by governmenti of-
ficials in  the national

smelting company.

Even an attack on the
employees on 4 September
by five truck-loads of
para-militaries  throwing
tear pas erenades failed to
break the strike.

The Movimento de Is-
quierda Revolucionar call-
ed demonstrabions in the
cities on T September call-
ing for a fixed exchange
raie, @ minimum wage and
a civilian government. The
following Sunday the civic
committees. ~ for  three
southern districts called an
indefinite general strike
demanding economic
development projects for
their area and improved
water, health and educa-
RO Services,

UOn  Wednesday the
COB  culled  muassive
demonstrations . through-
out the coumtry deman-
ding an-end to the military
rule. These were the big-
pest demonstrations any-
one could remember and
particularly impressive
was the fact that over half
the demonstrators were
WOmen.

The. police: and  the
military kept a relatively
low profile and there were
few: violent incidents. On
Friday a further demon-
stration. was  called in
Sucre, capital of one of the
southern departmeni.
which had called a general
strike.

The demonstration
was 10 Lake the form of a
mecting in. the central
Flm al 3pm. AL Ipm the

cal ga.mson cleared and
accupied the plaza and set
up & machine gun post. At
2pm the earrison  com-
mander declared martial
law in the city and banned
the demonstration. During
the  afternocon Four
demonstrators were shot
dead’ and fifteen were
wounded.

The military junta was
in dizarray. Several
members: ‘of the junia
emerged from & meeting
stating that power ought
1o be handed over to the
civilians. The Minister of
the Inieror appearcd on
television to call for calm
and assure the country
ihat the mulitary were still
in control,

The next dav the
government resigned and
announced that the Con-

ress which was elected in
Q80 would be reconven-
ed. The Llnion
Demuocratica i‘upular, i
coalition of left pacties in
the Congress, announced
that it would accept ‘the
responsibility of being Lhe
next legitimate govern-
ment’.

There was some dif-
ficulty in reconvening the
Congress since the junta
had destroyed the records
of the election and many
members bad gone inlo ex-
ile to avoid the repression
following  the coup.
However the Congress was
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take on hosses

convened on 27 September
and decided to elect a new
president on & October.,

Superficially it seems
that the general strike and
the mass  mobilisations
have removed one of Latin
America’s brutal military
regimes and replaced 1t

with & left coalition
government, There are,
however, prounds for

scepticism. :

First, there is & [inan-
cial crisis. The government
was unable 1o meet debt
repayments of $50 million
due in September and Oc-
tober, Foreign hanks are
unwilling to reschedule the
debt and  the mulitary
régime was therefore faced
with. a severe problem
which it may well have
preferred to hand owver
temporarily to a civilian
government  with ‘credit-
worthy democratic creden-
tials.

As soon as the govern-
ment stepped down it was
announced that  Zuazo,
stifl in exile in Peru, had
started fo negotiate new
credits.

Sccond, although the
military  has formally
resigned there has been no
removal of garrison com-
menders, no tnals of para-
militarv personnel and no
attempt by the interim
government to disarm the
military forces which took
part in the 1980 coup. So
t'ar nothing has happened

g;rr.w.nt a repeatr of the

980 coup,

Waving goodbys —

prasident Vildeso making

his last pubfic
appearance in Sants
Cruz 24 Septembar

La Paz 7 Saptamber [Unfon Democratice/Movimiento de Isquierds
Revolucionar demaonstration
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What is Trotskyism?

The origins of the United Front

By John Ross
WHEN

the revolutionary organisations
Russia began to sericusly develop in the 18%0s
and 1900s they immediately found themselves
confronted with a fundamental strategic and
tactical problem. This was what attitude they
should take to the reformist working class and

capitalist forces which confronted them?

This was however not 2 new question for
Marxists. Marx and Engels confronted a similar
one at the very beginning of their political ac-
tivity in the 1840s. At that time the Marxist
organisations wera only a few hundred people
in the whols of Europe. They were faced with
very large capitalist parties and movements.
There were also working class organisations

much larger than the revelutionary ones.

Marx ontlined very
clearly in the Comrmins
Munifesio the answer to
the guestion: of whar at-
titude to rake 1o these
other forces. As always the
answer which Marx pave
Was a claty one. As we can
sge Marx defined the rela-
tion. of revolutionary
politics to the working
class very simply, ‘Com-
munists ... Have no in-
terests separate and dpart
from theworking class asa
whole' as the Communist
Manifesto pul il.

Bur Marx pointed o
that this defence of the in-
terests of the working class

imveived two mterrelated
but different problems.

The first was 10 defend
the interests of the work-
ing class in the immediate
struggles it is pursuing and
faced with. These include
for cxample such gues-
tions as the stragele to de-
fend wages, to defend the
welfare state, to fight
unemplovment, o combat
racist and fascist organisa-
tions, 1o pain the right to
abortion, and to achieve
reforms within the existing
system.

Secondly however ihe
revolutionaries have Lo de-
fend not only these im-

in

mediate interests of the
working class bul alse s
historical class soals as a
whole. These include such

uestions -as ity inferna-
tional working class in-
terests and.all the issties
and slrugﬁh:x leading up to
and including the socialist
revalution,

Marx explained the
relation between these im-
mediate and overull
historical: neeads  of the
working class very simply.
“The Communists ... do
not sel up any sectarign
ponciples-of their own by
which to shape and mould
the proletarian movement,
The Communists are
distinguished from the
othver working class partics
bv this only:

{1} ‘In’ the national
strugzles  of - the  pro-
letarians of the different
countries, they point out
and bring to the front the
common interests ol the
entire © proletariat,  in
dependently of all na-
tionality.”

2y “In the wvarious
stages of development
which the siruggle of the
working class against the
bourgenisie has (o pass

through, they always and
everywhere represent the
interests of the movement
as 8 whole.”

Therefore, “The Com-
munists fight for the at-
rainment of the immediate
aims, for the enforcement
of the momentary inlerests
of the warking class; but in
the movement of the pre-
sent  they also represent

and take care of the future -

of that movement.'

From thiz flows a fun-
damental | question  of
working class politics. On
Iy the.  revolutionaries
would defend the interests
of the working class right
up to and including the

socialist  revolution.: But
under certain cir-
cumstances other forces
might struggle, fovr

whatever reasons and no
matler how hesitantly, for
similar fmmediate goals to
those rthe working class
was struggling for itself.

In these circumstanees
revolutionaries had to seek
o umile the maximum
possible  forees in this
strugele, This had to in-
clude, where necessary,

entering into united action
with. other forces to
achieve immediate objec-
tives of the working class.

Liberals

Thus  for example in
relation to the German
Iiberals,  who  were the
Masser's and Khomeini's
of his day, Marx wrote
that revolutionanes must
‘never. cease, even for a
single instant, to instill in-
1o the working class the
clearcst. possible recogni-
Ly of  the hostile an-
tagonism ~ between  the
bourgenisie and the pro-
letarat.’

Bul nevertheless, ‘they
fight with the bourgeoisie
whenever “t acts in a
revolullonary way, dgainst
the absolute monarchy,
the feudal squierarchy,
and the petty bourgeoisie.”

This necessity of united
action, the wmiled froni,
was (o become @ decisive
part of Marxist palitics.

Al quorarions in this week s
article are from the Com-
mrurise Manifesto.



By Brian Heron

PRESIDENT REAGAN HAS sent

R

e

Eugena

Rostow to review Cruise missile sites in Bri-
tain. He has already been to Holland and West
Germany. Reagan and Thatcher are in a hurry.

Regardless of the spectacular build-up of
the anti-missiles movement in West Europs,
regardless of the fact that the damn missiles
keep flying into ‘friendly” mountains in their
Canadian tests. 1983 remains target year, But
the struggle to get Cruise and Pershing into

“their European
obstacleas.

basas ] ia
o overcome them, big political

faces formidable

manouvers will be required in the countries

concerned.
Proportional represen-
tation has shown 1ls un-
doubted benefits for the
ruling class in West Ger-
many where Kohl's right
wing coalition now pushes
back the pressure that was
building on the SPD from
spilling over into a govern-
ment crisis. A big parl of

that pressure was the
movement  against  the
missiles,

Postpone

Elections in Germany
have now heen postponed
to March ... In Holland
and Britain labour opposi-
tions are now formally
committed to opposition
1o the siting of US missiles
in their territories. IF they
were to come into govern-
ment they would b?me a
major crists for NWATO.
Britain is the pivot. Both
Holland and Western Ger-
many have previously said

= T

Spain: Socia

By Frank McBride

they will not takec the
missiles if Britain
withdraws.

Three

Meanwhile huge mass
movements have assembl-
ed in all three countries (as
well as Belgium, Spain and
now FFanlfe.} The first
sl of the campaign is
néf over, The gm?ﬂt? af a
mass maovement un-
paralleled since the end of
the Second World War,
has happened. In Britain
that movement has won
the potentially unstop-
pable wer  of the
organised  labour move-
ment. These forces have
been won  through the
mass actions, leading to a
week of demonstrations
last June which mobilised
two million in West
Europe and a million in
Mew York.

THERE IS A CARTOON which shows Spain’s
political leaders ready on a starting line for the
electoral race. But their reflex reaction on the
sound of the starting pistol is to put their hands
up terrified. The cartoon illustrates clearly how
the threat of military intervention is still pre-
sent in Spanish political life and hr.gw the
political parties have refused to tackle it.

The military  will
however be unable to pre-
venl an  almost certain
PSOE (Socialist  Parly)
victory on 28 October.

Their  viclory — Seems
guaranteed  with  the
government  UICD  party
hopelessly split. Inflation
is pver 15 per cent and cor-
ruption and ineptitude rife
in the govermment.

In the chched clection
posters, his carnest face
turned towards the rising
sun, PSOE leader Felipe
Gonzalez praomises his par-
iy is “Por el Cambio (for
the change)'. But judging

by their record and pro-
gramme there will be little

change.

Mot only does the
PSOE not intend o
change the economic

syslem, their proposals for

ealing with high prices,
unemploymeni and ' the
capitalist crisis are  ex-
ceedingly weak.

There will be no na-
tionalisations and = no
direct price contral. They
promise 00,000 new jobs

with ‘incentives 10 in-
dustry. But given the
depth of  the world

recession and the extent of

1923 will be the second
stape of the srruggle. Now
we must ask how these
powerful forges can stop
Cruise in 1983, In CND
two answers have begun to
emerge.
|| The first iz given by the
people who favour non-
violent direct action. They
urge mass sit downs, Peace

the crisis of Spain’s
economy, it is very unlike-
ly thal they will persuade
gpajlish capitalists 10 in-
vest. And as the PSOE will
not foree them, prices will
continue to go up and
unemployment will only
£61 WOTSE.

The PSOE manifesto
still makes no provision
for upemployment

ChoEmnEREES
...... R

Felipe Gonzales leader of Spain’s PSOE

Camps and Pickets around
bases all of which will br-
ing down the wrath of the

authoritics. Within ' the
context of hig demonstra-
tions or a wave of in-
dustrial action, direct ac-
tion can play an important
role. As a strategy il will
lose.

If we look roday at

benefit. In its zocial pro-
gramme there 15 stll no
rovision for an abortion
aw.

They still make no pro-
mise- o purge the ad-
ministration or armed
forces of recaclionanies.
But they do promise 1o in-
crease  police  resources
against ‘terrorism’ in the

what s needed 1o force
Thatcher to make a ‘LI’
turn even on issucs like
wages, we gel some idea of
the giant tasks involved in
pitlling the plug on the cen-
trepiece  of MNATO's
nuclear strategy.

Panic

The Economist (9-15
Qctober) commented on
Labour’s recent Con-
ference decision 10 go
unilateralist’ by . zaving
‘Don't yel pamic, gquite.’
They went on ‘Labour's
cunning COMELiurion
allows the shadow cabinet
..+ [0 select what items in
that ‘programmie’ to put
into the party’s
manifesto.' That 15 why
the Economist does not
advise despair just yet. But
it goes on to point out *The
conferenece also: voled by
five 1o one not to leave
NATO, bur that is little
comfort. A Britain which
turned ts back on all
nuclear weapons would —
unlike Denmark or MNor-
way — make a horrid hole
in NATO's defences.’

If these are the stakes
then a few (inevitable)
unch-ups with the paolice
ﬁardl;.r tickle the margins
of the problem. The full
strength of  the labour
maovemeant must  he
mohilised if the issuc is (o
be tackied. Umlateralism
is  pre-eminently a class

Basque region, without
guaranteeing the right Lo
seff-determination.

[t is in Euskadi (the
Basque country) that the
election campalgn 15 most
dynamic — with a
backzround of a stepped-
up ETA campaign and
trigger-happy police kill-
ing nnocent people at
road blocks,

The Conservative PNY
{Basque Nationalist Party)
will win most votes but the
big guestion is how Herri
Batasuna — the revolu-
tionary Basque nationalist
organtsation — will fare,

. Herri Batasuna is the
party sranding for
gocialism, independence
and support for the armed
strugele of ETA (*Sover-
eignty will not be won by
arguing, but with a gun in
hand™)

But a survey has shown

against class issue. ‘But
what' ask many CND ae-
tivists *does this mean?’

We can get more than
an inkling of an answer 1a
this when we read further
down the same Economist
article. After showing the
means  whereby Healey
and Foot could fudge
Labour’s policy — in the
awlul event they got into
office — it writes of a se-
cond fudge, modelled on
its experience of Germany
oo “1F the 1983.4 election
brought in only a minority
Labour Government, the
Liberal-Social Democratic
alliance would not allgw it
to go unilateralise ’rl

Heart

At the heart of the class
apainst class battles today
is the 1ssue of government,
On the one side is jthe
strugele to get rid of the
Tories and remove ithe
threat of the SDP. On the
other side is the fight 1o
win a Labour Government
which can be pressured to
apply positive aspects of
its own official policy.

Mass action and strug-

le around any pmfgressirt
1cghen:mrld, be it in defence of
the health service —:or
anilateralism rapidly leads|
to the unavoidabie conclu-|
sion that a solution can be
found only at the level of
government.

International_

The Tones will not
make a ‘U’ turn on
unilareralism. A bloc of
SDF and Liberals would
join with the Tories Lo stop
unilateralism. Even an
cutright Labour victory
would only set the stage
for the bitterest battle 1o
force thar government to
apply what would be is
iggest vole winner! The
present leadership of the
Lahour Party have already
made that clear.

Biggest

The fight for
unilateralism has to be
based on these facts. We
need the biggest paossible
mohilisation of the labour
movement in West Europe
and Britain on Hiroshima
Day in line with Labour
Party confercnce decision.
The youth are preparing
for this action with a pro-
pozal for an international
yvouth carnival at Easter.
This must include in-
dustrial and political ac-
tion. Such a movement °
will be reguired to force
the Labour leaders to
stand on their own con-
ference policy.

And through that ac-
tion, the fight 1o remove
the Thatcherites and (o
win @ Labour government
commitied to  unilateral
nuclear disarmament, will
take ancther enormous
stride.

The latest issue of International costs just 73p
and contains a debate between Alan Freeman and
Tony Benn; Ken Livingstone replies to a critique
af the lessons of Labour GLC, Hilary Wainwrnight

on workers plans, |

interview with Robyn

Archer, and much more! Write to: Infernational,
PO Box 30, London N1 2XP. Subscribe for just
£5.50 inland, £6.50 overseas surface mail, and £12

averseas airmail.

that 40 per cenlt of the

country intend to vote for
it, and it iz clear that Hegri
Ratasuna's sup)
as much from its uncom-
promising  rejection EF
capitalist solutions to the

unemployed in the Basj:\c |

ctisis as from its commit- |

ment o sf:lllf—
determination, [;
Despite  their  dif-

ferences with HB (notably
over itz strategy of armed
struggle and refusal ro =it
in parliamentary institu-

tions) the LKI (Basguc |

Fourth Internationalisis)

have called for a vote for |

rt comes !

them. .

“The vote of resistance
and struggle s a vote for
Herri Batasuna® says the
LKI.

The resistance and
strugele will need to be
continued even with =
FSOE government In
power on 29 October, The
second party on Friday
will probably be Alianza
Popular, one of the most
right wing of all Europe’s
conzervative partics, and
ready to take over if a fee-
ble PSOE government col-
lapses amiongst popular
disillusion.
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Scotland

ABERDEEN: »U availabis st Booms
s Dok, King SL Far ' more info
rag Bl B 284
EDINBURGH; 50 godd”  Thur
4, 15-5, 85 Bua Mation, 51 Ans
drews Sguare and botiom of Waverly
steps 4 30-5. 30 Sar D8 H=2pen Last
Encl, Princes 55 Al avialalis 1o
151 May Books, or Beites Books: Fur-
resi Bd. More infe o lesal activiey
Freen SC ofo. Box 6, Ts My
Hookshop, Candlemaker Row,
GLASGOW, 50 sales every, Thurdkr
4. 30-5. 30pm an Cenlial Masion, Al
available at Barrells, Byres Bedi Clyds
Raoks, High 5 Glapow Bookshop
Colleciive, Cresswell Lane: Hope
Sireet Bouk Centre.

HAMILTON: 5C sale overy Sal
I-Spm outside Bafeway.  shuppieg
eenire. For mome info comiact Johs
Ford, T3 Elioe Crescent, Hamilion or
Paui-Yausgson, i Forres: Crescend,
Hamilzan

Wales

BANGOR: Sar 10-12 1awn cenrre
CARDIFF: sverv Satim Bure Town
103002, Alss available F-0-8 Boaks;
Salisbary Road,

NEWPDHAT; every Sal in lown conlre
11-12,30

FPONTYPRIDD: 5L sales cvery Sal
outside Open Mazrket 1F=1pm,
PORT TALBOT: 5at 1lam:ipm
T e,

SWANSEA; 50U sades cutinds Co-op,
Oclord B, Llam- Fpos, Satusdays.

England

BATH: 3C on sale & [985 Buowks
Lemdon Roud, and Saturdays Jpan-
3pen ouaside the Roman Bathe, Plione
208 Tor more devails.
BIRKENHEAD: SC on ale @
Lamor Chubk, Clavelsnd . 51, Thur
righrs: im - preciner ourside  Lil
tlemonds, Snr 102,
BIRMINGHAM: 5C on sule g The
Ramp, Fri £30-%.400 Sar 104, For
mone info phone G- 5904
BOLSOVER: Crass Keys, every Fri
Eaupm, Bluebell S0
BRADFORD: SC at Faumh ldea
Bookibop, 148 Southgate,
BRISTOL: 5C on sale 11-1, "Hole in
Girgund’, Havmariket. Maooe infa Box
2, oo Fullmatis, TE0 Cheltenham
R, Monipeler, Brustol &,
BURNLEY: 30 on aabe gvery hat
marng 11,301 e 51 aires 5,
COVENTRY: 5C avasdlabic Iroem
Welpe Bovkshug,
HEMEL HEMFPSTEAD: 3L sake an
Tame Sguare, Sai 10,30- 1. 30,
HUCDERSFIELD: 5O sold  Bal
Lham- Ipm. The Piacz. 530 abwe
nvniizhle o Pepcewneks
LEEGS: Snr 1.1 a1 Eamds Lane
Pedeqrring Praginm mnd 10301200
a8 Headingly Arndale Cenree. Comer
Baakibap, Wandhanw Lane,
LIVERPOOL/BIRKENHEAD: 5C
snld = Biskenhesd Precinet, cubsice
Llerlrsnads, Sar §i=12am and Livers
poot, Church Suoutside Top Shop,
Sar 13-1p=
MANCHESTER SC wold 1 1-1pm Sat
at QLDFEAM outside the Yorikshire
Bank, High 54t BURY in the shape
pang precindt and af Metro Books; a
DL TON En dhe town centre; and i
MANCHESTER ot Goridn and
Dovicden marksts | Tam-12.30 Sags
and al Carpksrogli asd Pergvals
Hoglshop., Tel; 061-236 A¥05 for fuc-
ther @b,
MANSFRELD: i 3-Lpmn, Stockwell
Ciate, Har JOLRIT Wetgals, Fuour
sgazony - Shoppsng - Cenlre  Sal
10311,
NEWCASTLE: 3C am sale every Sai
Il-Tpen - cutside - Fenwicks, Al
available 5l Dasx oF Hops bookalmp,
Weslazic RBd. Evary Frsday outside
Pegwcasthe Linveraily beiwesn |-Jaml
ibside Mewcastle Pobyiechne  bel-
winih 12-1 every Moasday.
NOTTINGHAM: 2C =uld every Sal
13-1 pa Blab Bquare. For info phane
A63%1 6.
QLDOHAM: 3C sald every Smwnday
cubside Yorkslere Baak, High Sireer.
For me inlormation sbout focal ac
tivicies. Tel. 061 482 5151,

Whats left

RATES for What's Left. Gp per word
or T4 per ool inch, Deadline: noon
Eat prior to publication. Payrmant in
mdvance. Phone 01-358 8180,
EPARE BOOKE! Any bouks you don’l
wnnt izking ap valoable spuce on v
Baokshelves? i them o the Oiber
;!nnkshnp. 12K Upper 81, Lowdon M1
P,
BADGES MADE: {‘ilmenw SC sap
posters have s madge-mnking mschine,
will ‘make hadges quizily and cheaply
For vour cxmpdegn anion, Labkmir Par-
1 = and all the mancy goct hiel tnes
the struggic For socialsm? Wriae Tar
detailsrguotes boc SO (Clasgow), r‘l:i
Box 5, London NIIXP
POSTERS: Cheap, good and  fast
Chder - Troen The Other  Prinssbeg,
O - 236595,

Woman's
Work/Choose bedge. 25p

OXFORD: S0 wid Fr
sede - Eangs AL €
10,3012, 3k . rket
SHEFFIELD: 5C an sale Tharsday,
Porsd - 5L 4. 30-6pms  Ssiarday,
Fargate 10,3012, 30pm,
SOUTHAMPTON: 50 un sale St
a1 2 noveral Above Bar P OF
e Dilmppizg Procisct )
STAFFORD: 50 vm Xale Marke Sy
Sal luseh-tane.

STOCKPORT: BC wald avery Sarue
day, Ipm, Mamey Way. Can ke
deliverelt waxkly, plane <E3 HHG
Feveningd, 236 4905 fday),

London

BREMNT: 5U sold Willesgern Junction
Thiai 4. 30pm.

EALING. 5C socid Thur, Ealing
Broudway [ubeé, Sobam.

ENFIELD: 5L ut ™efzons newsagents,
London Bd, Enlield Town.
HACKNEY: 50 on sl 08 £3iales
tireughaous  Hagkiey, ot pubhy
mveelings, amd loval Tetene, Con-
tact us ol PO Bax 35, 136 Kingslangd
High 5, Lundoen EB INF or plions
Megan ve John al 359 F13%,
HILLENGDON: 50 sold  Fru
4 WELAR a Usbridge wube station;
a1 11301250 im shopping precinc,
Lishridge

HOUNSLOW: 5C  wld  ouside
Heanslaw  Fasrmube, every Wed
156 1%pm

ISLINGTON: Fvery Fri, £.1%.9am an
Hallaway Road ke amd Highbury
lube,

KILBUAN: ST sales overs Sat, 10wm
in Kilburn Sguare, and  Thursday
B.A0am 1 Queéens Park tube.
LAMBETH: SC sald Thur ard Fri
evemangs and Thur mornings outside
Hriazon fube,

NEWHAM: 50 soid Sat llam o
oo, Queen's Rd Mk, Upton Fark
PADDINGTON: 50 old al Por-
babslic B mirkel &l 81 nogn,
WEMBLEY: 50 sales Fri b45am ay
Fgrth Wensbicy BR Stahicn

wl-
Sl

Bookshops
BANGOR: Ranbuows, Holvhexl
R, Ly Bangor, Gwyneda,

BRADFORD: Foorth ldeas Boak
shng, 14 Sandgnie

BRIGHTON: The Publfic House, 1h
1le Preszon 81,

BRIETOL: Fallmnrks, 110 Chelien
har R, Brlsed &

BIRMINGHAM: Thnher Reakdhnn,
137 Dighetls, Aismingham
DURHAM: Dustham Ciy To-sp
Bosakshon, 85a Mew Elvet

ILFORD: Sgeak Esscy Backshap, 135
Loy Streed

MILTON KEYNES: Onkizal Boaks,
1A Church Stroet, Wokverion
QXEFORD: EOA Books, M Cowley
R

LEICESTER. Blackthern Books, ™0
High 51, Loicester, and ¥ Kazwa, 57A
Landen B, Lewsier,
LIVERPQDL: Mows [rum Mowheg,
00 Whidechapel. Livespoal L1
LONDDOM: Ceniral Books, 7 Grays
Inn Bd; Colleils, Claammy Cross: R,
WL Paperback Boaks: Brixion amsl
Chorloize. St Kiburn  Bookshop,
Kifhizrn  High Road,© NWih; The
Broakpluce, Peckium High S, SEI1E;
Boaks  Plus, Lesisham;  Balham
Foed Co-np: Housmans, & Caledo
ninn Bd, Mi; Compendiam, Comiden
Toam MW Owl o Kemish Troam:
Pcw Begenn, Seven Sheers R, Sa:
The Ciher Boakihap, 128 Unper S0
Ml: Bockmerks, Sowen Shaers R,
Md; Cenlerariic, |26 Kirgadand High
S ER: Dndloas, OMC: Page Onc,
EL%: The Other Boakihap, 128 Up-
per 51, MG Reading Matters, Wood
Lireen next 1o Sainsbury's; Village
Books, Mremham; Tethnc Books,
Clapham: Paperback e,

bors Onegl tobs Kiagh s Shakt)

A& Fligh 5t Sauthall

PORT  TALBOT: = MeConville™s
Scwangent, Station Rasd
NOTTINGHAM: SMuashroom Books,
Hezihcole 5t, Hockley,
SOUTHAMPTON: {kiober Books,
Unsbiw Ko,

SUNDERLAND: The Cenlirith An
Liallery Beokahop, L
YORK: Cammunity
ERIE

NON-STOP PICKET out-
side South Africa Housa,
Trafalgar Square noeds
you/your delegetion to
come on a ragular basis,
Flease phone Amandla
01-405 4458 and book your
datas. Free all South
African prisoners. Sup-
port the Liberation Strug-
gle in South Africa.

NUJ wamen's conference,
Sat 30 Oct. Kingsway
Princetan  Callege, ~ %id-
mouth 5t, WL, Registra-
tion 50p.

Right o

plus 16p postage. Cheques
payabls to Cardinal Enter-
prises, c/o PO Box 50 Lon-
don N1,
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ON TUESDAY 19 OCTOBER the Unitad Nations
General Assembly elected MNicaragua to the
Security Council by 104 votes to 50. This victory
for the revolutionary forces in Central America
and resounding defeat for the USA, who had
been wvigorously campaigning for the
Dominican Republic will severely inhibit the
American attempts to destroy the Nicaraguan
revolution.

Since the victorious Sandinista revolution
overthrew the dictator Somoza in 1979 the US
has imposed an economic blockade on
Nicaragua, one which the Tory government in
Britain was recently exposed as supporting. In
addition, the US has funded and organised
counter-revalutionary forces who have harass-
ed and threatened from the Honduran border.
Micaragua declarad a state of emergency
earlier this year when it felt outright invasion
was on the cards.

While this election does not remove this
threat entirely the US would have considerable
difficulty explaining any involvement in
military action, open or secret, against a fellow
member of the Sscurity Council.

Toni Gorton spoke to the Nicaraguan Am-
bassador to Britain, Francisco o’ Escoto about
the election.

Thizs wvote: 15 an aspirations particularly
acknowledgement by thein-  where they are revolu-
ternational community of  tionary.
the responsibility of the If you remember Cuba
Sandinista Revolution. three vears ago  went

It's a recognition that its
vocation is peace. It'sare-
jection of the US ad-
minisiration’s campaign
to sneer at the revolation
and a. rejection of the
violence of the Reagan ad-
ministration - Central

throargh 150 ballots before
it was finally defeated in its
attempt to gel onto the
SECUTILY Couneil.
Micaraguz won  on the
third baflot.

The -atutitude of the

America. The vore says General Assembly  will
that they dom't believe force the US to start a
what the US is saying dialogue with us as we've
sbout the MNicaraguan been asking for two vears.
Revolution, We also hope thal Britain

For the first time the  will now change its posi-
US has been defeated in  tion of blocking aszsistance
blocking Third World to MNicaragua. People

should now be asking the
British government — why
in hell’s name do you
stand a%amsl Micaragua?
LUp until now the British
government has accepted
Washington's charges.
_But our election im-
plies a complete rejection
of ‘what the US has heen
saving. It's time the world
actuatly listened to whal
Micaragua is saying and
doing, The  Generzl
Assembly of the United

UN vote-victory for
Nicaragua

Mations has recognised
that the  Nicaraguan
revolution stands against
oppression, hunger and
homelessness and not for
war nor for ‘experting'
revolutionn — as the US
SOVS.
We are accused of be-
ing a military threat to the
region. Yer the biggest war
weapon that we have: 1s
dialogue. We want to be
given Lhe chance to do
what is right in our own

Nicaragua: revolution on every

By Andy de la Tour

REMEMBER ‘'Tha Dearhunter'? Until the and of
the Vietnam war, Saigon, the capital of South
Vietnam, was probably the largest ‘vice-city' in
the world. Teeming with gambling joints and
brothels, the city's only function seemed to be
to service the needs of Uncla Sam's troops and
the corrupt officials of the disintegrating South
Vietnamese puppet regime. Within days of the
liberation in 1975 the red light district was clos-
ed down.

To throw off the yoke of imperialism it is
not encugh to drive an occupying army out of
the country; the victorious people have to
regain their dignity and their culturse, their in-
dependence in the widest sense of the word.
The closing of the Ssigon brothels was not
‘puritanism’ but a necessary stamping out of a
barbaric form of female slavery. The pro-
stitutas thers, most of them teenagers and
many of them children, were no more than
degraded playthings, driven on to the strasts
by poverty and miseary.

The Micaraguan  tons Centre,
revolution tells the same It 35 here that ffiy
story, Only & month afler  young women participate
the Sandinista victory in n the Social  Reinstare-
July 1979 a law was p,asﬁtd ment  Programme for
profubiting  prostitution.  Women. Laura Rivers, a
and the brothels were clos-  night student who plans to
ed. The twelve buildings  be a social worker, is one
which were once bordellos  of the 200 or s0 who have
owned by high-ranking of-  been helped by the centre.
ficials of Somoza's Na- Now ane of the cen-
tional Guard in Corinto,  re's administrative team,
MNicaragua’s largest Pacific  she says: *While | study at
port, are now @ Training  night, I give adult educa-
and Social Communica-  tion classes during the day,

An example of the na-
tion’s  people educating
cach other. Right??

As well as  literacy
classes there are
workshops in sewing, em-
broidery, manual arts and
typing.. The plan at the
moment is that the young
women learn 2 skill so that
they may later form an at-
tisans’ collective to sell
their  products in stores
which they themsslves
would manage in Corinto
and Managua.

Laura adds;
‘Programme participanis
have also joined in the ac-
Livities promoted by the
mass organisations. Some
are part.of the municipal
directorate of AMNLAE
(the national women’'s
organisation), and others
of the CDS (the Sandinista
neighbourhood  commiit-
Lees),

‘The women have also
participated - in the Na-
tional Health Days, the
militia, revolutionary
night-watch dury, and in
the cotton harvest, We feel
that since we have been
given a chance to hewter
our [ves, we must give
back something in return.’

‘Wimen  in o Nivoragea
Today’ {5 the title of omeof o
series  af  meetings  aloul

Necurogin and Cuba to he
heled shorify in Eondan, Star-
frpe o Tuesdey D6 Novesmbor
af thie thal House, Kens-
wgton ffpe) theve will be
Jourfeen  weekly  meatings
apeming with ‘Niceragues To
day — An Infroduciion .
Chtker topics will imcinde
political  orgonisation and
warkers” rights, education.

housing, health, the law,
media,  Cuwiere. and sexual
pofltics.

tunities’.

Park St., Londan M1,

Salvadorean Foreign
Minister picketed

The Salvadorean foreign minister Chavez
Menda visited Britain last Monday. At very
short notice the El Salvadorean Solidarity
Campaign organised a picket of hig visit to
the Salvadorean Embassy.

At a press co.aference Chavezr Menda
answerad guastions about the widespread
murders and torture carried out by the securi-
ty forces. He said that unfortunately there
was ‘a general atmospheara of vioclence’ in the
country due to ‘structural problams’, which
he defined as ‘economic and social dif-
ficulites’ and & ‘lack of political oppor-

Tha real reason for Menda's axtraordinary
formulation of Salvador's problems is of
course the desire of the Salvadorean govern-
ment to gat monay out of the EEC.

For details of the El Soivador Solidgrity Catmpainn
Trade Unian conference write (o ELSOC, 29 Islington

country — the right 10 228~
determination, We didn’t
suffer the loss of 30.00000f
our brothers and sisters 1o
lose more.

We think our election
will make a definite con-
tribution to peace. ‘We'll
use our posiion o de-
nounce agression, oppres-
sion, hunger — next doar
as well 25in the Lebanon.
We hope our presence will
defuse  the situation 0
Central America.

front

Cheparised . fointly by the
Nicaraguan Solidariey  Can-
paign, the  Britain-Cuba
Resource Cenire  and  the
Chamgn - Cenire, this Sedies
will ~ provide o thorough
backgronnd o anyone keén
fo know more abour the
revolltionary  processes in
Cube and Nicaragug.

For further information:
Uiamaa Centre, 14 Brixton
Rioad, Lneiedien SH
FElepitme 282 2NN
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By John Ball, International Marxist Group

THE WORKERS' SOCIALIST LEAGUE has for-
mally announced an important changs of posi-
tion on the recent South Atlantic war, in a
special supplement to its theoretical journal
Werkers Socialist Review.

The WSL's views ure
prominent in the weekly
Labour Parly newspaper
Sociglist Organiser. Dur-
ing the war both the WSL
and Socialist  Orgarniser
called for zelf-
determination  for
Malvinas {Falkland)
islands and did not sup-
port  Argentina  against
Britain although they cam-
paigned vigorously against
British involvement.

This was overturned at
a special W5L conference
held onm 5 Seplember,
which agreed by a narrow
1.2 per cent majority to
‘change our line to Argen-

tine defencism’, afler a
four-month tendency
struggle.

Slogan

The new majority ex-
plaing its decision thus:
“The slogan of self-
determination is irrelevani
and misleading ... Were it
not for their hostility to
the npearby Argentinian
people — hostility stoked
up by 130 years of exclu-
sion of Latin American

ple from . the
?-‘:?klands, by imdper:all.st
propaganda, and oS

recently by the Argentine
invasion — the most ob-
vious and progressive soli-
tion would be for the
islanders  to  develop
strengthened links with the
Argentine people and
economy, fighting for full
righis as a self-governing
part of Argenting.

‘Instead they remain as
an isolated and backward
colonial enclave, cul off
from any serious hope of
social ar economic
development as anything
other than @ major im-
perialist military base in
the South Atlantic,
downtrodden appendages
of a couniry 8,000 miles
away.,”

It concludes that the
slopan is unacceplable and
‘unwittingly plays into the

the

hands of the imperialist
propaganda machine’.
The W5L should have sup-
ported Argentina's claim
to the islands, without en-
dorsing Galieri’s govern-
ment, it says. In ils most
mmpariant  elements the
new position is rhat put
forward by the Interna-
tional Marxisl Group and
presented Tin Soclalist
Challenge throughout the
war. This iz a wital and
welcome step forwaid.,

Debates among revalu-
Lionary groups offen seem
obscure and incomprehen-
sible to the rest of the left,
bearing no apparent rela-
tion 1o the real world. But
the discussion on the left
around  the = Malvinas
brought evervone in Bri-
lain up against the issuecs
invalved in this dispute.

The first practical pro-
hlem facing cveryone as
soon @s the fleet sailed,
was whether 1o support i
or try 1o stop it. The whole
labour movement was
divided. Foot delivered his
nausearing commitment Lo
Thatcher, and Benn with
32 other ‘traitors’ —asthe
Sun labelled them — said
the fleer should stop.

Aj far as we — and the
WSL — were concerned,
Foot was the real traifor: a
traitor to his class,

Problem

We wanted tomake the
forces who called for fleet
withdrawal as big and ef-
fective as possible. So
along with CND's leader-
ship, with  Secialist
Organiser, the Socialist
Workers” Party and much
of the Labour left, we built
demonstrations and con-
tingents against the war.

There was a severe pro-
blem. The  Militant
editorial hoard did not
agree with the demand 10
stop the war. This was a
disaster, and we strongly
polemicised with them, re-

WSL changes ¢

Ay~

;} ¥ f.uw,:n!‘

questing their supporiers
to call them to order. We
did this because Militant’s
refusal 10 oppose the war
held back an important
section of the labour
movement — particularly
the Young Socialists —
from coming into the anti-
WHT [Ovement,

We joined hands with
WSL supparters in strug-
gling to reverse the YS's
grientation, against
Militant's leadership. But
then we confronted a se-
cond problem — and this
is where the recent debate
comes in.

If you want to argue
against the fleet going to
the South Atlantic, what
alternative do vou pul for-
ward?

The W51 NC majority
‘alternative’ led directly to
the conclusion which
Thatcher herself drew.
How could one fight for
‘Falkland sell-
determination’ except by
sending the fleet? If it had
withdrawn, no other prac-
tical outcome was possible
excepl Argentine
recuperation. The left had
to  confront thizs and
choose, from the two real
possible outcomes of the
war, which would advance
workers' intercsts on a
world scale,

We chose the outcome-
which  would weaken
world imperialism. The

The As.ser_nbly elections: s
Sinn Fein vote tells Britain, go!

By Steve Potter

THE RESULTS of last week's elections for a
Morthern Ireland Assembly are a major blow
against the Tory government plans and a vic-
tory for the oppressed nationalist population.

The original intention of the poll was to at-
tempt to capitalise on the end of the hunger
strikers’ campaign by paving the way to the
reintroduction of the old Stormont parliament
with its Loyalist majority. This plan now lies
shatterad as a result of the spectacular vote
achieved by Provisional Sinn Fein.

Sinn Fein emerged as
the fourth largest party in
the north of Ireland winn-
ing five scats with 10 per-
cent of the vote, shattering
the British government's
lie campaign that the na-
tionalist struggle 15 the
result of an  isolated
criminal fringe.  °

On clozer examination
the Sinn Fein candidates
vore is. even more spec-
tacular; in Wesr Belfast
Gerry Adams finished at
the top of the poll with
0,740 first  preference
votes: Owen Carron™ in
Fermanagh and South

Tyrone also came top of
the poll with 14,025 votes;
and in Mid Ulster Danny

Morrison and  Benedict
Mcllwee won 11,690
votes.

Sinn Fein ran on a
position of boycotting the
Assembly and lor a British
withdrawal,  After the
count, victorious Sinn
Fein candidates said that
they werc prepared Lo meet
James Prior, the Northern
Ireland Secretary, only if
the question of withdrawal
of British troops was at the
top 'of any agenda. :

The Social Demaocratic

Labour Party, the main
bourgeois nationalist par-
ty in the north, were also
forced by nationalist
pressure (o boycott the
Assemhbly in advance. The
emergence of Sinn Fein as
a revolutionary nationalist
allernative on the political
level ends their claims to
be the ©=ole political
representative of the na-
tionalist population,

The only parties that
will take their seats in the
Assembly are those of the
middle class Alliance and
Lovyalists,

an Paislev's
Democratic Unionist Par-
ty consolidated their
dramatic gains made in
last year's local govern-
ment elections withour yet
becoming  the largest
unionist party, & position
still held by James
Molyneaux’s Official
Unionists.

The overall results of
the election show a
deepening  polarisation,

Ly >

WSL NC majority chose a
fantazy option which was,
in practice, the basis of
Thatcher’s ideclogical of-
fenszive!

Objectively, this was 2
sericus adaplation 1o na-

tionalist and social
democratic pressure. This
iz reflected in the way the
NC majority describes its
relations with the rest of
the Labour left. 1t con-

gratulates itself on @
‘dialogue’ with the
‘pacifist  left’.  What

dizlogue? The NC majori-
Ly were part of the pacifist
left!

The only ‘dialogue”
conducted by the WSL
was with ils revolutionary
left critics abroad, nearly
all of whom recognised its
errors immediately.

We believe that this
mistake, now that the
WSL. has corrected its
position, should lead the
comeades of the new ma-
jority to conduct a serious
study of why the WSL
made such an error. We
ask them to turn the sear-
chlight which they often
play =o glaringly on their
fellow-revolutionaries on
themselves.

For wears the main
leaders of the new major-
ty have arlg__ued against
joining the Fourth Inter-
national and its British sec-
tion — the International
Marxist Group — claiming
that it was a ‘poisoned

re

i

The Assembly cannot be
seenn  as in any way
representagive, and as
John Hume, leader of the
SDLP said, is now as dead
as a dodo.

The Sinn Fein ran a
political campaign. Hun-
dreds of wurﬁm‘s flooded
the streets  with  anti-
imperialist propaganda.

This was also the ap-

Gerry Adams canvassing during election campaign

well'  which must in-
evitably ~ lead revolu-
fionaries info error.

In that case, comrades,
in the most serious
political test faced by the
British revolutionary left
since 1945, why have you
had to conduct such a hit-
ter barle to win the
organisation o which yvou
now belong to the IMGs
positions? .

The truth of the matter
1s this: the most dangerous
pressures operating  on
revolutionaries in Brilain
come, not [rom Marxists
abroad but from the huge
weight of national-
chanvinist ideology and in-
sularity which permeates
the British labour maove-
ment as a result of its im-
perialist past and its_im-
perilist  [eaders.  This
pressure is  transmitted
particularly acutely by the
Labour Party.

This 15 not something
to shrink from, not a
reason to v and hide
aneself in a pure world of
one's OwIl.

But it is a reason 1o
understand  the impor-
tance of a real, living,
organic contact with work-
ing people’s struggles
abroad organised, not via
a federation of tiny sects
but  ¥a 4 living,
democratic centralist in-
ternational: the Fourth In-
ternational.

4B
proach af Peoples
Democracy, the Irish sec-
tion of the Fourth Interna-
tional, who ran PD can-
didates in West and South
Belfast calling for a vote
for themselves and Sinn
Fein. Fergus O'Hare won
298 votes for a revolu-
tionary socialist platform
in MNorth Belfast, John

McAnulty won 144 votes
in South Belfast,
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conference

calls for mass
march against
racist laws

By Chris Guthrie

OVER 300 peopla from the Labour Party, trade
unions and black organisations met on 23 Oe-
taober and called for a national demonstration
on 27 March next year to demand the repeal of
the 1971 Immigration Act and the 1381 Na-
tionality Act; the ending of all racist deporta-
tions and waiting lists of dependents and UK
passport holders; an immediate amnesty for all
alleged illegal immigrants and an end to all in-

ternal passport checks.

The conference was
suppuried by the Labour
Party and the national ex-
ceutive of NUPE and was
addressed by the general
secretary of the civil ser-
vants union, the CPSA.

Avrar Jouhl of the [n-
dian Workers Association
pointed out that racist
laws don't only affect
black people but will be us-
ed 1o attack the eivil rights
of the whole working
class.

Twao hig issues were the
use of immigration laws ta

deporl black people and -

policy on

therefore:

March, 1983:

nationality legizlation.

London SW9 8JP.

THIS wmon branch condemns current
Immigration
diseriminares against black people and should be oppos-
ed and resisted by the whaole trade union movement. We

split their families and the
introduction of passport
checks in the NHS and in
the Social Security offices.

Speakers from  the
London Immigration
Campaign and the Brad-
ford Joint Deportations
Committee pointed out
that while a number of
anti-deportarion cazes
have been won, far more
are not even taken up.
They number two or three
a-day.

A model resolution
wiag adomeﬂ for uge in the
trade unions:

SOVEFNMEnT
gnd  MNationality which

1 Call for the repeal of the 1981 Nationality Act and the
Immigration legislation of 1962, 1966 and 1971,

2 Call for an immediate meratorivm on all deportations
and removals and for an end to all checks on identity bas-
ed on race and nationality, We uwrge fellow trade
unionists to refuse to process wark connected with such
checks and removals. We pledge our support for any in-
dividuals wha physizally resist their deportation and
urge others o do likewise, ; }

1 We resolve 1o affiliate to.the Campaign Against Rucist
Laws and to support the demonstration called for 27

4 We urge our union executives/conference to endorse
this resolution as the basis of policy for our union, pro-
duce leaflets and articles cxplaining the reasons for this
policy to the membership and to call on the TUC 1o spon-
sor 2 demonstration against existing imrmgration and

For further information con-
ract CARL, 56 Edithna 51,

Socialist Challengs
public meeting

Fight privatisation in
Birmingham
Defend public services

Thursday 11 Novamber at 7.30

Diave Benlow from the Wandsworth Dust
dispute with video -
MNALGO shop stewards from Birmingham

Birmingham's Othar Bookshop
137 Digbeth, BS

Reactions to the elec-
tions in all reactionary
quarters were of universal
dismay.

James Prior, while try-
ing to play down the
significance of the vote,
admitted to The Observer
that the people of West
Belfast had given the
government a ‘kick up the
backside’. James
Molyneux of the Official
Unionists described the
Sinn Fein victory as ‘more
horrible an outcome than [
previously imagined.”

Ann Speed, a leading
member of FPeople’s
Democracy, said in Lon-
don at the weekend:

*The result is a tremen-
dous wvindication of the
mass campaign behind the
H-Block  prisoners. It
gshows that far from that
campai having been
defeated it has paved the
waﬁr for the possibility of a
political alternative based
on the mass mobilisation
-of the pationalist popula-

tion. Peoples Democracy
15 proud to have played a
part in this victory of the
nationalist population.”
At the same lme the
elections have highlighted
the war which Britain con-
finues against the na-
tionalist population of the
north and the need to
highlight the daily repres-
sion there. This points to
the importance of the MNa-
tional Ban Plastic Bullets
conference to be held in
Manchester on 26
Frbruary next vear,

FPeoples Democracy has ap-
pealed for denations 1o help
miet the costs of fighting fora
revolutionary soclalist aler-
native in the elections. Owver
£100 was collected at a
Socialist Challenge rally in
London last week.

Further donations should
be sent (o PD account no.
03514129 with the Allied Trish
Bank, 158160 Ander-
sonstown Road, Belfast BTI1
9pU; or PD, Connolly
Bookshop, & Avoca Park,
Belfaze 11,
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Sectarian murders

heighten tension

3inn Fein
poll victory

THE ELECTION of five candidates of the Irish
Republican movement to James Prior's ill-
fated new Stormont assembly is clear indice-
tion of the real fesling inside the MNationalist
community — a complate rejection of British

‘solutions’,

Because of the campaign of Sinn Fein and
othar Republicans, the Social Democratic and
Labour Party (SDLP) was forced to adopt a
policy of boycott of the new assembly. Now all
the representatives of the Catholic nationalist

community will

thus be absent from

the

assembly. Itis dead as & dodo before it holds its

first meeting.

In any event, Prior's
assembly was never poing
{o have even the power of
decision-making  that s
possessed by the average
town. council in. Britain.,
But his attempt to impose
another pheney ‘power-
sharing’ svstem has led to
further catastrophe forim-
perialism in Ireland.

The essence of “power
shkaring' proposals * has
alwavs heen the allocation
of a few seats or offices to
the Catholic community
= or rather SDLP politi-
cians — i cxchange for
tacit . acceplance  of
Laovalist domination of the
MNorth of Ireland.

The  bigotted  and
blinded Loyalist politi-
cians don’t want power-
sharin because  they

foolishly maintain the ille-
sion that zome system of
%ua.ramucd representation
or the nationalist com-

munily means giving away
real power. It doesn’t.,

1e essence of the g
county  state 15 the
muintenance of Loyalist
and- imperialist domina-
tion through sectarianism
— the systematic exclusion
of the Cathalic population
froni  |he cenires of
economic  and  political
power.

The election of five
supporters of Sinn Fein o
the ass-embl;l — including
leading Irish Republican
Gerry Adams — is a
brilliant pelitical coup. It
means that the Republican
mavement is establishing
itself as much mare than
the armed defence of the
nationalist.  community,
but is effectively challeng-
ing the monopoly of
palitical representation of
that “community by the
SDLP. Sinu Frin has can-

De Lorean:all
coked @&

{0

By Bob Pennington

THE Economist called it ‘daft’. The Eire govarn-
ment rejected it as being ‘too much of a risk for
the taxpayers’. David Healey. a leading Wall
Street investment analyst, recommended
punters to put ‘their monay in booze’ and other
things, rather than De Lorean, saying, ‘the
return would be the same and they would have
more fun.’

But others knew better. The fact that the
American market was already saturated with

solidated 2 base among the
masses i the North.

The continuing need of
the: Catholic ‘community
for armed self-defence was
vividly — illustrated . this
week by 1he savage sec:
tarian murders carried oot
by Loyalist thugs. The
IRA kidnapped a part-
time member of the state
secunty forces in South

Porsche and MG did not deter Labour's
secratary of state for Northern Ireland, Roy
Mason or his perceptive minister of state, Don

flashy fast sports cars like Ferrari, Maserati.

Armagh, whom they later
executed,

In retaliation, Loyalist
assgssins . Ridnapped  a
Catholic man 0ol involved
in politics — Joe Don-
negan — and so badly bear
him le'death that he could
only be dentificd by his
warch. This atrocity was
followed by the shooting
down of unarmed Sinn
Fein supporter Peter Cor-
rpan,

13 years. ago  British
Lroops were seni to Ireland
to. ‘stop bloodshed'. In-
stead rhey defended Pro-
testant rule and the blood-
shed has been unceasing.
Only if the lrish people are
given their national and
democratic rights — a
united Ireland — will the
strugele end.

That  requires . the
withdrawal of  Brtish
troops and the right of the
Irish people to derermine
their own future.

Maore analysis af Irish elec-
ficny see p 1,

»

Concannon,
ahead.

A wildly enthusiastic
Muason desenibed 1t 85 &
‘tremendous break-
through®. Which it
certamnly. was. The only
smag was De Lorean gzot
the breaks. Afrer what
Concannon described as a
‘searching Investization”,
the Labour government
{.‘.I.I.ll'.l't;lli:d up the cash. The
mvestigation  took  loss
than 45 days., It worked
pul that the government
put up £33 million of the
£65 million needed to get
the gull-winged sports car
an the road,

Every job created cost
.:r.'ifr,EKKJ' which is £9.000 a
job more than ever paid
out before. With searchin
investigations like that, ?f

shudder ‘to think what

would happen if Concan-
non cver carried out aslap-
dash one.

It was a cosy arrange-
ment. The British govern-

SUBSCRIBE!

Subscription Rates:

rom giving De Lorean the go-

ment put 9 the cash and
De Lorean if snceessful
stood to make the killing.
Cazh was poured into the
bottomless pit. Meanwhile
the high-flving De Lorean
lived it up. Just as the ven-
ture was starting he. paid
out & record  breaking
three and a hall mallion
dollars for a 35-bedroom
mapsion in o Bedminster,
Mew: Jersev,

His directors and he
2ol fees of one and a half
million doffars annually,
which the FECEIvETS
described as being ‘rather
extravagant for the diree-
tors of a company which
couldn’t sell cars."

As cash got shorter and
shorter, and the creditors
moved in, De Lorean
clung tighter and tiﬁhlcr to
his own personal fortune
which 1= estimated to be
aroand £15 million, bur
then good con men never

use their own money when
Lh_l:y can spend that sup-
plied by governments, just
aching 1o make capitalism
and free enterprise work.

The ultimate decline
and fall of the De Lorean
empire was obvious from
the start. But it was only &
few daye before he zot
caught frying to deal in 24
million dollars worth of
cocaine that the British
government finafly closed
down his Belfast opera-
tion. The FEI had tipped
them off that De Lorean
had started dealing in new
ways ol giving people ‘a
fast lify,

Now a rrail of debrs
totalling somewhere in the
region of £100 million
have piled -up, and 2,600
jobs in Belfast have gone
te the wall, n an area
where unemplovinent is
near 50 per cent of the
maly working population.

An unrepentant Mason
and Concannon, a silent
former Tory —minister,
Humphrey Aiking,-and a
Prior, who pulled out the
plig just in time, kept this
whaole unsavoury exercise
?uing. until it irrevocably
ell apart. It is easy enough
to understand the fascina-
tion that swashbuckling
free enterprise has for the
Tory monetarists.  And
why they hung on ic De
Lorean’s coar tails right to
the end.

Why 15 1t however that
s many Labour politi-

SPECIAL OFFER

cians get entingled with
the most sordid of the
capitalist buccaneers?
Bafore this right  wing
businessman took Mason
and Concannon fora ride,

Poulson and T Dan Smith
had given rhe treatment 1o
50 many other people in
the labour movement and
those two croaks Sir Eric
Miller and Kagan had been
big  buddics of Premier
Harold Wilson.

_ The opportunism and
single munded carcerizm of
these  businessmen ob-
vipusly appeals ‘1o that
type of right wing Laboup
politician who sees gellin
on — 1o-help the people o
course — as bemng the key
thing in  poliics. How
these business people suc-
ceed is obviously less im-
portant than the fact tha
they have ‘madesithe .

Perhaps one of ‘the
most sickening dspects of
the: De Lorean affair -is
that the Labour (overn-.

ment was cutting back in §

the welfare state at the
same lime it was doling ourt
dollops of moaey to him.

It just never entered
Mason's or Concannon’s
heads that money could
have been put into socially
useful projects like health
and education, and siill
created jobs.

But then that's the fun-
ny idea which only the odd
ball left wingers have,
unlike pur practical men
of the right.

Inland: 12 months £14.00/6 months £7.00

10 issues £2.00

For readers who take out a year's inland
subscription we are offering a free copy of Alan
Freeman's new book THE BENN HERESY. The
book normally costs £3.50

Alteratively we are offering Henri Weber's
book NICARAGUA — THE SANDINIST REVOLU-

S TION (Usual price £2.95),

Overseas: 12 months only
Surface & Europe £17.00/Air mail £24.00
{Please delete as appropriate)

Rally raises £500

OVER five hundred gounds was raised for

Socialist Challenge at last week's rally
nelebrai‘._mg the 65th anniversary of the Russian
Revolution.

Appealing for money  many of the Socialist ) R e e T SRk
Valerie Coultns explained  Challenge supporiers’
that she hud spent the last  subs are now due for e e A e B L e e AL

week: rushing from one repewal, we'll bewriting to

piciu:l. lime to another sell-  ask you 1o renew im-
e the paper ‘and  mediately.
gt Soclalist  Our thanks to this Special Offer
i o callels, waek's contributors: PI d
boosting the steupgles of gon £30.5% BASE BB MBL.......ocoivainnmeranrnansnrientarsnansansrnnpas
the health workers, miners.  Rotherham 1100 For multi-raader institulions. dowbis the above rates
and orhers. Birmingham’s Mewharm 195 43
supporters  ran out of Manchester 1 501,00 Send to Socialist Challenge, P.O. Box 50,
papiers last week suthgus. Candift 4350 London N1 2X0
the demand o read Rirminglhim 61,08
Soctalist Challsnge E'E”ij; AN
Mearwhile our regular anl'in:*:hnﬂn 1‘5‘2%
supporters are being asked T i 4 zaatel
to raise theii monthly con- s £
tributions to meet our  Total after
ever-rising costs. And.  3weoks 376457
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