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Unamployed and strikars 10p

Inside
MX missile madness

Socialist
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USSR threatens to launch on warning of attack

Gruise missiles
bring war closer

CRUISE MISSILES make nuclsar war much
more likely. That's the only conclusion thatcan
be drawn from the latest Soviet response to
the plan to install Cruise and Pershing missiles

in Europa.

According to the Soviet paper Novosty, the
Soviet Union intends to change its procadures
for launching a nuclear counter-strike to B8
launch on warning’ procedure.

The Cruise missiles take
such a short time to reach
the Soviel Union, says
Novost, that the Soviet
Union would be forced to
retaliate at the first sign of
a nuclear attack.  This
wounld make accidental
nuclear war much. maore
Tikelv.

There would be no
time for confirmation that
a [ull-scale attack was
enderway. No time 10
determine whether one
missile had been launched
accidentally — Cruise

mizzsiles would take only a
few minutes to reach the
Soviet Union.

The Novosti statement
only confirms whal anti-
nuclear campaigners have
known for a long time —
that the siting of Cruise
and Pershing  makes
Europe a much more
dangercus = place; the
holocaust iz brought that
much closer.

MATO strategists say
that the West needs Cruise
1o counter the Soviet 55-20
missiles, already deployed.

This is nonsense. The US
navy already has, in addi-
tion to all Western land-
based .nuclear ‘weapons,
400 Poseidon submarine-
launched missiles in Euro-
pean waters, The ‘balance
of terror is already in
favour of the West,
Meanwhile US defense
sEcretary Caspar
Weinberger is coming to
Europe ths week o seck
backing for the US’s in-
sane ‘MX' missile system.
He does so amid persis-
tant rumours that the in-
stallation date for Cruise
missiles in Britain will be
brought forward in an at-
tempt to defuse the anti-
missile movement. The
construction work for the
Cruise base at Greenham
Common is already well
ahead of schedule.
Thatcher  and  the
Tories are now trving a

systcmatic red  baiting
campaign sganst CND.,
This week's Tory press has
been full of stories of
Soviet reporters at the
I conference, the
number of visits of CND
leader Bruce Kent has
made to the Soviet Union
and similar stupidities.

Thatcher accused
Michael Foot last week of
being ‘more interested in
defending the . Sowviet
Union than Britain’.

But the Tories are
fiﬁhting a losing battle.
The anti-missile lobby is
already a clear majoritv of
the Britich people. 1983
will be the year when the
anti-nuclear  movement
makes 1ts biggesi impact
yet.

CND conference report,
£8¢ pages 6-7.

CND conferencereport

see pages
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Queens Park bye-election =

TWO THINGS are certain about the Glasgow
Queens Park by-election this Thursday 2
December; Labour will win by a mile but the

turnout will be down.

Queens Park includes the old Gorbals area
and housing remains a major issue, That is one
reason why Labour's vote will be affected.

A major row has
erupted over council plans
to sell the empty Hutchin-
sontown °‘E’ scheme to
private developers, The
Labour candidate Helen
McElhone wanis it
demolished  and  rebuilt,
But it doesn’t do much for
party credibility when it's
a Labour coundil she is op-
posing.

There is also some
cynicism about her selec-

tion as Labour candidatle
after the death of the sit-
ting MP who was her hus-
band Frank. Although she
worked closely with him,
her political inexperience
15 obvious, making her an
easy tool for the party
TANAELTS.

Thus the campaign is
in many ways a model for
the way in which the
Labour leadership would
like 10 see a general elec-

WITCH-HUNT

By Alan Freeman

LABOUR'S leadership
has droppad all
pratence of implamen-
ting the register. Jim
Mortimer's raport, the
bulk of which was ac-
capted by the NEG's 24
November maeting,
recommends  against
taking action on any
groups which have
refused to register.
because it might lead to
‘damaging strife’ during
a General Election.

The NEC has therefore
switched the direction of
its attack on Militant by
proposing a ‘notice of mo-
tion’ that Militant will he
declared an organisation
ineligible for affiliation to
the Labour Party, making
all associated with il liable
to expulsion.

The same NEC
meeting also decided to
take over the Labour Par-
by Young  Socialists’
pudget. In 1964 this move
was made one month
before the LPY S was clos-
sd down. Thus; although
the NEC has been forced
by ‘j)resaurc from the rank-

-file to retreat on some
issues, such as Peter Tat-
shell’s  candidature, the

A plat

tion run. Tony Benn is in-
vited to maintain a left im-
age but his meeting is right
at the start of her cam-
paign with little or no
publicity.. On  the key
issues of nuclear weapons
McElhone's public
meetings have been for the
multilateralist and
unilateralist sections of the
party to unite around what
they agree on.

An interesting sidelight
on local working class opi-
nion, howewver, 8 the
slashing attack she
delivered at every meetin
on the ‘needless’ ;alkian
war. This is always we]
received by her audience,
although invited platform
speakers are usually less

Your head on

— served by

Jim Mortimer

road is now open for a
wide-ranging witch-hunt.

This ~ hecomes clear
from the discussion at the
WEC abom the basis on
which ‘membership® of
Militant 15 1o be defined.
Thlet decision to declare
Militant an organszation
means thal anvone who
sells, buys, gives money o
ar writes for the Miltant, 15
liable for expulsion. Mor-
timer made no attempt to
duck this isspe, but pro-
posed to define mem er-
ship as \lgmf“cam]v con-
trlbulmg to the Ailirant’s
activities.

This rmeans Lhat
everyone associated . with
Militani will be liable to an
extensive  (and  never-
ending) inguisition cancer-
ning how many papers
they sell, what meetings
they attend, what policies
L_hﬂ} promote — the fist is
limited only by the Jn-
genuity of the right win
Torguemadas. It a m
creates a precedent. IFSup-
porl for a paper is proof I:d'
membership of a group
why stop with Militanr?

_Mreaadx Tribune jour-
nalist Nigr:l _Williamson
faces expulsion threats

Judith Hart, left John Golding, right
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provoked by a letrer 10 his
constituency from. John
Spellars’  party for the
LTI of having criticised
Spellars in an arlicle! On
this eritérion no Illl.“l'l'.lhi.:l'
of the Labour Party is
safe,

Az Martin Flannery ex-
plained on Weekend
Waorld, “‘the  feature of
every witch-hunt is thar
the witch-hunters always
deny there 15 8 witch-hunt
.’ The resolution passed
by the Labour Party con-
ference, which Jim Mor-
timer promoted, said the
party would ‘affirm  its
determination to  uphold
Clause 1T of the constitu-
tion ... not in any attempt
o prU'- oke  wilch-hunls
but in @ genuing re-
affirmation of our prin
ciples.”

How can Jim Mor-
timer and the old Tribune
leftt now uphold this
claim? They have created
the machinery by which —
unless we maintain and ex-
tend the pressure which
won Bermondsey the right
to reselect Peter Tatchell
—:Il.l.d-ri purge who it likes,
when it ikes, and where it
likes.

enthusiastic.

McElhone  has  also
come out with a strong
anti-abortion  position.
While Queens Park is &
predominantly  Catholic
constituency the signs are
that both she and SNP
candidate Peter Mallan
{another hard-line  anti-
abortionist) have misread
the feelings of even many
Catholic women who sup-
port the right to choose,

But despite this, the
opposition 10 McElhane is
hardly serious. The SNP
arc very well organised but
their candidale is better
known as a singer than a
politician. Their image is
one of Tarlanry and
bagpipes rather than real

solutions to the problems
for working people.

The. ‘'Scottish: in-
dependence . will  solve
evervihing' line reached a

logical if bizarre conclu-
sion when Mallan refused
to  declare himself 2
unilateralist, saying he just
wanted nuclear weapons
outside of Scotland.
No doubt the fall-out
will stop at the border!
Alliance candidate
Graham Watson -is stan-
ding mainly to keep the
SDP/Liberal flag E]ﬁ'ng
although hoping for some
middie class support in the
south of the constituency.
Tory Jackson Carlaw has
in fact set up his head-
quarters there and seccms

to be trying 1o out-
Thatcher Thatcher.

Communist Party can-
didate John Kay 15 heading
for his sixth lost deposit
since 1969. Although he
can point his finger ai
Labour’s record, his ap-
proach is L‘ssmt]ally the
SAME, mMassive expansion
of the economy with im-
port controls and an in-
Crease N private  nvesl-
ment. All without fun-
damentally challenging the
power of the hosses,

A feature of the by-
clection has been the CHND
campaign to commit the
candidates to  oppose
nuclear weapons, A leafler
calling for *no Trident, no
Cruise, no US bases —

jobs not bombs® is heing
distributed 1o every
household in the const-
tuency from a temporary
local headquarters.

Meetings with  show-
ings of the War Game have
been held in local com-
munities and & march
organised  through the
constituency Emh supporl
from the Labour and
Communist Parties) and a
forum for the candidates
was 1o take place on Tues-
day.

But the overall at-
mosphere s still low-key.
Queens Park ilsell is due
to disappear as a consli-

fuency atb the next General

Election. Few are likely (o
natice the difference.

. =g e e | ey
London demonstration against the invasion of the Lebanon

NECignores labourpolicyon middle east

By Chris Khamis

FOLLOWING the passing of pro-Palastinian
motions at the annual Labour Party con-
farence, the National Executive Commitice
Issued a press statement reaffirming its policy
on the Middle East. The conference motions
supported the right of Palestinians to self-
determination and recegnised the PLO as their
legitimate representative, committed the party
to the setting up of a democratic, secular state
of Pafestine and demanded the immediate
withdrawal of [srasii troops from Lebanan with
an international enguiry into their war crimes.
The NEC contradicts within its-borders.

hetween the Palestinians
and Izraelis by demanding
that they both withdraw
from the Lebanon.
Where, we may ask, are
the Palestinians supposed
to o having been refugess
since 19487 And does the
NEC realise that one
reason the Sabre  and
Shatillia- massacres were
pocsible  was that  the
Palestinian guerritlas had
withdrawn?

. The NEC also recog-
mises the right of Isracl in
ils present form to exast,
IEJHJT!IIF- the racist nature
of the lsraeli state and its
suppression of the rights
of  Palestinians  living

this, putting an equal sien This new development
emphasises the importance
of building the Lahour
Committee on  Palestine
which was set on a firm
footing at its new steering
commutice meeting Satur-
day 2T November.

The LCP is-open (o
anyone that wants to de-
fend and ensure the im-

fementation of Labour

arty policy. Itis issuing a
press statement condemn-
g the NEC"s action and
I8 writing to Constituency
Labour Parties to ask
them to pass resolutions
doing the same. :

The steering comnutice
also decided to organise
meetings at trade union

conferences, to launch a
bour movement fund
drive for the Palestinian
Red Crescent, to ¢rganise
a delegation of councillors
and rrade unionists to visit
areas occupied hy Israel,
and to produce films and
cxhibifions: o use &t
labour movement

meetings. It reaffirmed its”

commitment to building
branches of the camipaign.

The NEC statement
shows the difficultics  in
building labour movement
solidarity with the Palesti-
nians. It involves a fight
not only against the labour
right but also against some
well known lefr-wingers.
For instance, MP Frank
Allaun recently withdrew
his sponsorship of a pro-
Palestinian mieeling in
Manchester  saving  he
ggreed with the NEC posi-
tion.

In this light it i5a great
shame that Socialist
Crpanizer supporters and
some other activists decid-
od to pull out of the LCP
and sel up an alicrnative
commuttes. We  believe
that they could easily work
within the LCP which has

a clear anti-Zionist plat-
form.

Although the founding
conference of the LCP was
dominated by one political
tendency, this is defimtely
not the case wilh the new
steering committee which
has now passed a pro-
cedure for clarifving the
membership-of the cam-
paign.

Socialist  Organiser’s
presenl course will only
damage the chances of
building any labour move-
mienl solidarity and  will
playv into the hands of both
Lionists and the right-wing
witch-hunters  in the
Labour Party. The LCP
has invited the alternagive
committee to- fuse with it
and send two represen-
tatives with full speaking
nghtb Lo 1ty steering coni-
mittes. We appeal 1o sup-
porters of the alternative
committes to-accept the in-
vitation 1o join with us in
the urgent task of building
labour movement solidari-
ty with the Palestinians,

For - information coniec! the
LCP /o PO Box 50, London
NI 2XE sntil further notice.

Phota GM Coaksan ]



Witch-
hunt
news

MNEARLY & . hundred
Labour Party activists
turned up to Labour

Against the Witch-hunt's
lobby of the NEC, with
banners fram around tan
CLPs. LAW sant a lotter
to the NEC demanding it:
@ recognise Bermond-
say Labour'Party’s right
to choose a candidate
free from interference

@ take no - further
measuras against Millians
® withdraw tha threat to
disband Hornsey Labour
Party by 31 December if it
does not deny Tarig Ali

mambarship
@ repudiate John
Golding's call to extend

the NEC’s purge to the
Campaign . for Labour
Party Democracy,

LAW's first National
Council. which meets on
Sunday 12 December at
11 am in County Hall, will
discuss the next steps in
the campaign.

Has your CLP af-
filiatad and dacidad its
delegate yet?

e

A CONFERENCE of trade
uniomnists - which  will  ex-
smine the wse of the block
vore and see how it can en-
comirage the nse of moare
work-place  Labour Parly
branches has been ealled by
the inter-union Broad Left.

The Broad Left organis-

ing committes brings
together lefl activisly in g
diverse number of unions. 1t
intends to produec @ régular
newsletter and this can be
very useful in building unity
among the lefi nside the
umioms gnd the Lebour Par-
Ly,
“ A document on the
development of the Broad
Left- in the Post Office
Engineering ' Union by u
POFEL leading militant has
already beeni published. The
document provides really
uselul informalion for those
cstablishing “similar group-
ings in other unionz.

The Coanference will be
held at London’s County
Hzll on 19 February and our
readers are urged 1o give it
theic support- The BLOC
can - be ‘contacted “al 108
Princess  Boulevard, . Beb-
ingion, Wirral, Merzeyside.
Copies of the Halt docu-
ment from  Labour Co-
opdinating  Commitice, 9
Foland - Street,  London,
Wi,

LABOUR Against the Witch-

hunt hos produced a rwo-
sided mewsietier coRtaiting
information o (s acrivities,
@ repart froee the Notional
Exteuiive  Compmitfes by
Auwdrey Wise, and @ model
resglution:  on Hormsep
Labour Parfv. Qeder now
fram LAW, Il Wilderton
Road, London NG

HORNSEY Labour Party
gtill faces the threat of
disbandment by £y
Decambaear, although the
NEC has agreed to meet
the Party to dizcuss Tarig
Ali's membership of the
Labour Party — the
raagon for the disband-
mant thraat.

The NEC has never
once givan reason  for
ordering Haornsay to boot
Tarig out. Tarig has writ-
ten a long letter to the
MEC - explaining that he
accepts tha programme,
canstitution and aims of
the Labour Party and
there is no constitutional
ustification for tha

EC's action.

Homsay, with 1,200
members, i3 one of the
largest in the country and
among the most activa.
Thiz iz a crucial tast of
tha right wing's deter-
mination to impose its
will on the constituen-
cies — and it's clear thay
undarstand this.

During discussion on
the NEC, Russel Tuck
ramarked 'Tha issua is
not Tarig: it is whether or
WJEEHIJma»Ef will obey the

Hornsey have appeal-
ad for resolutions to be
rushad to them and to
the NEC.

Labour Party———
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LOND ON WIDE CONFEREN CE

Bermondsey, Hornsev

underattack ™

Saturday 11 December will see a vital rally in

| Walworth Town Hall, opposite Labour Party

headquarters, called by Bermondsey, Dulwich
and Peckham Labour Parties. It is the only cen-
tral London event this December where the left
can respond to the NEC's threat to disband
Hornsey Labour Party at the end of this year,
and its attempts to prevent Peter Tatchell
becoming Bermondsaey's MP. Danis Healay is
now trying to hold the Bermondsey bye-
alection in December, leaving no time at all to
organise a campaign. If this is done, the whole
labour movement will have to mobilise to de-
mand Peter is endorsed as candidate and to
fight for his victory in the slection.

Socialist Challe HE

CONNELL of Dulwic

e spoke to KATHLEEN
CLP, who is part of the

steering committe organising the rally.

How did the rally
come about?

A motion was pul Lo
Dulwich calling for a
Southwark-wide con-
ference on the witch-hunt.
Branches and unions have
passed lots of motions
against it but we felt peo-
ple weren't very clear
about what to do next.

This was. then suppaort
ed by the'other Southwark
Partics, but we decided to
turn it into & rally because
WL WUTS  URNENNTOUS i
opposing the witch-hunl.

We wanted to pul the
case: that we weren't
fighting the witch-hunt
just to save a few in-
dividuals but to defend the

Will NEC close

By John Chap-
man, secretary,
Manchester
Withington CLP.

LAST FRIDAY Roger
Done, secretary of Man-
chester District Labour
Party, was instructed
by the national agent to
“take no further action
on the shortlisting or
selaction of candidates
for the 1383 municipal
election.

The reason: given
were: that several Labour
group  members  face
disciplinary action; the
way the panel was chosen
for the 1983 election; an
alleged failure to invite
nominators from the af-
filiated organisations.

What provoked this
panic megsure? In
September 1981 the district

Labour Parly's socialist
policies, 1o say who the
Labour Party belongs to;
to oppose all expulsions;
and to defend the Young
Socialists who are  very
much in the firing line,
But we also had a very
ractical task: to assesg
ow much practical sup-
port we could get from our
local affiliates, the trade
unions. and so on.

T

Tatchell's can-
didacy, and ths
threat to Hornsey
have come to tha fare
since then.

Yes. We felr it was viral
that Peter be selected, and

party executive decided to
mterview all nominees to
the panel of the prospec-
e candidates and obtain
g firm commitment to the
party manifesto.

26 sitting - councillors
were unable to do so and
were deselected. The right
orchestrated a press cam-
paign aimed: ar the ‘small
minority ‘of Marxist in-
filtrators. who had taken
the distnict party’. Labour
group.  leader MNorman
Morns, called for an NEC
EOQuIry.

The NEC restored the
whip- to 17 rebel coun-
cillors who had had it
withdrawn  for - voting
against implementing cuts,
but the district parfy was

instructed to rektore to the

panel of prospective can-
didates  the  deselected
councillors, including four

RALLY

elected, to show that the
right wing couldn't suc-
ceed if the tank and file
stooed firm, and that the
policies and candidates he-
ing witch-hunted could
win the General Election.

Hornsey will be a test
case for disbandment once
expulsions starl. So we
thought the rally should be

more of a London-wide -

event as a focus for activi-
ty on these two issues as
well as the broader ones.
We invited a speaker from
Hornsey, and our steering
committes is now going (o
discuss action proposals to
put in front of the rally.

What sort of sup-
port do you expect?

We're looking fora lot
but we don't know vet if
we'll get what we need.
You see, the NEC seems to
want to put ‘problems’
like_ Bermondsey and
Hornsey out of the way
befare the rank and file
have time to organise.

We haven’t the time
for a leisurely slow build-
up tothe next Labour Par-
ty confercnce: we've got 1o
respond. now, before it's
too late. So I would urge
everyone, whalever
they've got planned for the
11th, to put' it off and
think hard aboul coming
along to Walworth Town
Hall; a lot depends on il.

—ASWRHW
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Faﬂr Tarche!r ar E&rmnndsay LP press conference

Manchester ?

defectors to the SDP.

The deselectad coun-
cillors, many of whom
were elected [ast May, then
held a secret caucus, carv-
¢ up committee chairs
amongst  themselves and
elected Clifford Tomlin-
00 currently béng in-
vestigated by Central Con-
stituency for his off the
cuff remarks about ethnic
minarities — Lord Mavor,

Party policy was (o
take no part in electing the
Lord Mayor.

_ Without interference
from the WNEC, Man-
chester wonld have had a
Labour council firmly
commitied to implemen-
ling party policy. And rhis
15 the key issue, Five sitting
councillors had  their
nominations lo the 1983
panel rejected by the
district party — Duncan
Healey, Tom Farrell,

DEFEND SOCIALIST POLICIES
OPPOSE EXPULSIONS

WALWORTH TOWN HALL

WALWORTH ROAD {ELEPHANT AND CASTLE TUBE)
SATURDAY 11th DECEMBER, 2pm-5pm

Reg Race MP

Speakers

Vice-Chair: Labour Against the Witch-hunt

Richard Balfe MEP

Jeremy Corbyn
Chair, Hornsey Labour Party

Peter Tatchell

Teresa Wrack

National Committee of ¥S

E.E.T.P.U. Broad Left

Speaker from

Derek Shaw, Pal Con-
quest and Phil Risby —
because they would give a
commitment Lo e
palicies on which they had
fought the election.

Ar  the  last  council
meeting on 3 MNovember,
many of the Lahour group
broke the whip to vote
ggainst cuts i the direct
works dcpartment,  Six
deputy chairpersons who
back [ildrl\ policy 1n the
council chamber will now
be sacked and up o 29
councillors maybe expell-
ed from the Labour group.

Confrontation was in-
evitable, Clearly, the last
MNEC intervention had fail-
ed. A group of tired hacks
have been rescued from

‘the political dusthin and

imposed on a parry that
had overwhelmingly re-
jected them and  their
Tammany-Hall
leadership.

* The Hughes enguiry
will be a disaster. If, as
Hughes instructs, we take
no  further action on
shortlisting and selection
and await an MNEC en-
quiry, the timetable will be
M.rmualy disrupted. Many
wards will have 1o fight a
four week campaign.

With jubilani media
coverage of Labour's
‘moderates’ fighting off
the ultra left, one wonders
if Mr Hughes has con-
sidered the seriousness of
his proposals and whether
the current NEC re
want to win the elections if
1t means sharing power
with the left.

nL "*ﬁm

style  of

Militant
still steering
their own
Committee

ARQUND 2,000 people in
all -attended rallies of the
Militant-dominated Labour
Steering Committes Against
the Witch-hunt in Bradford,

Brighton, Cardiff,
Glazgow, Liverpool and
Mewastle last  weckend.,

The Brstol rally is still to
come on 11 December.

Milant, who dominated
and controlled the meetings,
have responded 10 pressure
from activisis annoyed with
their  determination.  to
€reéate a movemen! accoun-
Iab!e 1o them and them on-
e

LAW speakers were in-
vited to mast of .the rallies
and a majority of the Lon-
don platforms were involy-
ed in LAW; a motion was
accepted by the platform of
the London rally to declare
support for partics, such as
Hornsey, threatensd with
dizaffiliation.

In some rallies fresh
nominations were accepled
from the floor for regional
sleering  committees. But
Miltant supporters retain a
majority everywhere, and
no democratic struclure was
sel up lo make the new com-
mitices accountable to those
who su them.

In Birmingham Peter
Taffe denounced Labour
Against the Witch-hunt as

_‘splitting and sectarian’ and

‘Johnny come latelies who

been in the labour
movemnent for five minutes,
jumping on the bandwagon'
— an inselt to the 100 con-

Militant aditor,
Pater Taffe.

stituency parties who form-
cd LAW and probably a
surprise 1o LAW sponsor
Les Huckfield MPF, who
shared @ platform  with
Peter.

This attitude  explaing
the applause for a speech by
Dave Carter in Neweastle,
Militant. has to make a
choice, he said. Either they
2l up an open and accoun-
table campaign which could
easily unite with all ather

such bodies; or it should
hwe a-campaign of ils own,
in which case it has to co-
operate with the democratic
labour movement campaizn
which does exist, was sef up
on 30 Cctober, and has ap-.
proached the Militant" 5 00w

committes for co=
operation, unity, and an ex-
change of delegates — only
to be rebuffed by Mliilm'll.
‘in the name of unily’.

This sectarigmism has
duama Militant's ability
to include independent ac-
tivists in its own defence;
and this weekend showed in
small rallics, with few in-
dependents, serving as lirtle
more than recruitment ses-
L1005,
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3y Celia Pugh

STEEL UNION leader Bill Sirs is faced with big
wroblems — at least 20,000 redundancies by
raxt year and major plant closures, The enor-
nity of Bill Sirs leadership responsibility reduc-
ad him to tears in 1980. This year he has
sscaped into wonderland!

Last weeks ‘Steel Ap-
yeal® rally in London drew
0 representatives from
iteel communitics to pro-
est at the latest Steel Cor-
yoration cuts. It was dal-
Teult to waork out who the
nad hatter was at this par-
icular tea party. There
vere certainly enough can-
lidates. One thing was cer-
ain, just like Alice who
vas denied a seat at the
able, this ?'athcri:ng had
ittle space the collec-
ive might of the trade
mnions,

Speakers ranged from
Fory MP’s, mayors and
dears to the boss of a
wivate steel firm,

There was much pray-
ng to God, led by a speech
rom the Reverend Potter
rom Scotland *We need
ime for consultation, |
1ope to God that wise
ouncil will prevail’. Mr
{nages, Managing Direc-
or of Manchester Steels
vas thanked for his
positive contribution’ and
ntroduced himself as ‘a
:apitalist and there aren’t
eally many of us in the
1all today”.

Tory MP Teddy Taylor
splained how he: ‘resign-
ol from the Conservative
rovernment because of the
SBC we are now suf-
‘ering from, being part of
he European regime.’
Make sure” he hoomed
we are not taken for a ride
wy the continentals®.

Much pumping of
rands and slapping of
sacks issued from Bill Sirs
throvghout' the bizarre
ifternocn.

Labour movement
figures did get a small slot

n the proceedings. Geof-
[rr.:.r Drain from NALGO

was iniroduced proudly as
‘the only tade union
speaker here today’ and
opened his remarks with
ou may-askwhat 1 am
doing here?". Many of us
asked rthe zame guestion
after his no action specch.
Labour leader Michael
Foot did nothing to rescug
the proceedings, adding to
the general John Bull tone
with a stirring plea; ‘We
want to.build steel as the
sinews of a great Britain —
g great Britain we are
determined 1o make'.

Turn

Then i was Bill's turn.
The mayors, viears and
capitalists in the hall loved
it. They clapped for all
they were worth, He ex-
plained how the one day
strike last month bad: “Put
the plight of steelworkers
into peak hour TV viewing
and onto the agenda of the
cabinet office’.

Defensively he outhin-
ed thal this was ‘a profest
strike, which may or may
not have met with your ap-
proval’. He assured them
that: "We will fight in a
responsible way with the
power of public opinion —
the greatest power in the
land’.

The Sreal Appeal set
itself four ‘objectives” to
rally this power of public
opinion. Sirs spelt them
out, First, that the govern-
ment should take the deci-
sion about plant closures
away from steel boss,
McGregor.

Second, thar declara-
tions should be extracted
from. the Scottish and
Welsh Office.

BREL Horwich \_
Strangling the railways to death = o

HORWICH LI!‘JCG WORKS fought off a threat
by British Rail management to close the works
down, but now they again find that their future

is in duuht

BR has failed to get the scale of voluntary
redundancies it required, so compulsaries are
now more than likely. The Horwich Action
Committee is determined to resist this threat.
But the problems go even deeper than this.

Dennis  Green, who
zonvenes the Action Com-
mittee, exhlained the situa-
tion:

‘They don’l guaraniee
us regular work. Despile
the fact  that Horwich
works has some of (he
most advanced machinery
available it is all under-
atilised.

*Each order thar we do
is extra work that some
other loco works couldn’t
do. We don't have: our
OWN TEZIDN tD Cover, or
our own jobs. We all feel
that the future of the
works is in douabt, despite
what BR dre prepared to

Y.

‘They don't seem to
have made up their minds
what to do. In the last 10
months we've had three
different production
managers. The one we

have now is only a tem-

porary manager, which
doesn’t  ipspire  con-
fidence.

‘We are not arguing
that we should be given
work  while other loco
works go 1o the wall. That
would be Jivisive,
although there are some
plants that take that ap-
proach. Our demands are
for increased investment in
rail as a whole, and we call
for the other measures that
are necessary to make this
possible.”

Threats

Horwich Loco works
action commitiee  have
brought out a new issue of
their campaign broadsheet
in response (o the renewed
threats from BR manage-
ment.  The broadsheet
ponts in particular to the
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Bill Sirs crying after his famous Cardiff

Trade Umons

Bill Sirs in Wonderlan

4-‘1.'-:::4‘:'1-;:-.:::1-'1-:'?{.'\-'\-

-‘HIJB‘HHEW TS0, Hee

down after addrassing & mass rally on the day a quarter of a million Waish
workers went on strike against steel culs. Sirs promised general strike action
end cleimed the svent wss ‘one of tha most amotional experiences of my
life”. Yes, Bill Sirs, hold your head in shame for all those broken promises!

Third, support should
be won from members of
the Conservative Parly
and forth ... wait for it .
the business commu:utg,
should be mobilised!

On all four, success
was recorded. Fusn the
ress had responded, *We
ave had sirong editorial
support from the Daily
Express, Daily  Star,
Observer, Daily Mirror
and qualified  support
from the Daily Telegraph’.

Big Deal. I'm sure steel
workers in  Ravenscrai
and other threatéene
plants sleep confident in
their beds knowing that
Bill Sit's new found

friends can save their jobs!

The labour movement
has learned from long and
bitter expericnce Lthat these
broad front, ‘popular’
protests are hopeless 1
defending workers from
the butchery of capitalists
likee Knage and Tory
ministers  like  Teddy
Taylor. These jamboress
are no substitute for na-
tional industrial action,
even if the vicars and
managing directors don't
like it.

The afternoon - gave
another insight into Sirs
wonderland. He explained
why the main demands of
the Steel Appeal centered

" elosures

on import controls. “If we
could reduce imports by
half, the fear of major
would not be
there”. This 1s just Fantasy.

Thraughuul. Europe,
stes] produwsm 1k1n,g
unused vaking
capacity bacanse the
madness of capitalist
economics has  slashed
steel demand. True, steel
users  like hospitals,
schools, rallways and
other social amenities arc
in desperate demand. But
these don't make profils
— so tough, Profit making
concerns like cars are in
slump, so steel production
is slimmed down.

Ie R s o
Horwich workers succassfully demonstrating against tha
first attempts at closure

ma.ss:w. underinvestment
in rail in Brilain compared
to any similar country.

In a situation where

cvery. other major country
is increasing investment in
rail, building more trains,
c:a.rriages and track, Bri-

tain is going in the op-
posite direction. While
world investment in rail
went up by about 22 per

R

...,;_ ..... B iy

(n 25 MNovember, the
EEC Commission con-
firmed that even more sw-
ingeing rationalisations are
demanded to reduce steel
making capacity in Europe
by 30-35 million tonnes,
the equivalent of major
surgery in 20 large steel
plants.

Despite the protesta-
tons of Tory mduastry
minister, Patrick Jenkin,
Britain will have to take its
share, or face financial
sanctions. Toral ar partial
closure of one or more of
the five main intégrated
steel plants in Britain is in-
evitable if & [ight doesn't
come — Lhis shedding of
capacity and plant has
zone on for vears,

In the last three years
alone UK steel production
has fallen by over ten
million tonnes. In o this
time, imporis have in-
creased by at most a fifth
of this amount — between
0.6 and 2 million tonnes.*
S0 imports can hardly be
held as the major reason
for iub cutting cutbacks in
stesl production.

Focus

Bill Sirs' focus on im-
port controls and scarch

for hittle Englander friends

in the likes of Teddy
Taylor, takes steelworkers
up a cul de sac.

The task facing the
steel union leaders is to
mobilise the power of the
real world rather than the
wonderiand of ‘public opi-
nion’. in the real world it is
the organised trade umon
movernent and the
language of industrial ac-
tion that count.

Smaller plants like
Clydebridge 1n Scotland
considered this sort of ac-
tion when the steward pro-
posed oeccupation to stop
closure by Christmas, The
majority of  the 560
workers were not prepared

cent in 1980, mainly from
America and Western
Europe, in Britain invest-
ment went down!

The following table
reveals the picture:

RAILWAY INVEST-

MENT IN 1980
{outside the USA)
West Germany  £1,219m-
South Africa TB6m
France - 740m
MNigeria 534m
Italy 476m
Belgium 189m
Indha I70m
Spain 355m
Brtain FHm

FT 30 June 80
The =starvation  of

funds from BR is leading
to collapse in the amount
of freighl carried by rail.
The effect  has  been
dramatic. In 1953, 42 per
cent of freight went by
rail, Lm:la it is mearer 10
per cent! This also reflects
2 big drop in the overall
tonnage of freight carried
by rail, This is the reverse
of the averall trend evenin
Europe alone.

While the British
government plans  to
privatise and tun down
rail, the West Cierman

to gamhle their redundan-
cy money against the hope

that the npational union
leaders would throw their
weight behind the strugele.

The lesson is clear,
plants cannot fight alone
and the national leader-
ship should pull its finger
out.

Some action was pro-
posed from the rallv. A
pickel was set up at the Im-
rigration portin Humber-
side to block ten thousand
tonnes of imported steel
from Japan and South
Africa.

Trouble

Even here the ISTC
leader of the ten pickets,
Joe  Pickles, explained,
*The purpose of the picker
15 not o cause trouble ...
The exercize iz aimed at br-
inging to the notice of the
public the situalion that
exists on steel imports’,

Rank and file steel-
workers frome Scunthorpe
are prepared to picket the
port. Transport  union
dockers and  ASLEF
drivers have promised ac-
tive backing. They see
their task as more than
protest action.

This will to take firm
industrial action is a
welcome contrast to Bill
Sirs" pathetic parading of
Tory dignatories. But it
should be channeled into
actions against closures
and redundancies and not
the dead end of an impart
control Tobby.

ISTC members should
flood the union offices
with  resolutions. from
branches and complaints
to the union newspaper ,
The Banner, demanding a
change of course.

*Correction.  An error an
transcribing last week's ar-
ticle (pg SCZ?I% transferpad
this increase of 0.6 tonnes
10 A percentage increase of
(.6 percent.

government plans to freble
1ts volume of rail freight by
1985, While in France
£317m  was spent on
mamnicnance and new
track zlone — more than
Britain's entire  expen-

diture on rail.

Report

The Horwich Action
Commitiee have also ob-
tained copies of a report
produced by Thatcher's
Think Tank — the Centre
for- Policy BStudies —
which  seriously looks at
\uhﬂanﬂal further run
down of rail and torning
disused  track  over
roacds. :
If Thatcher can’t sell
off rail guickly enough
then this is a good alter-
native for private industry.
Road haulage companies
have already increased
their  profits with  the
reduced rail Facilities. That
serves the interests of the
vehicle manufacturers ag
well.

And that would deal
with the problems of the
rail unions as well — after
all roads don’t go on
strike! u



The great coal
hoard massacre

By Celia Pugh

THE SECRET SCRIPT for the latest Coal Board
production was leaked to the miners union in
early Movember. For months the NCE have
denied that 8 massacre of jobs is part of the plot
But at the meeting with the NUM on 23
November, Coal Board boss Norman Siddal ad-
mitted that another 60 pits are being con-
sidered for closure in the next eight years, with
up to 30 more to follow. 70,000 jobs could be
slaughtered before the decade is out.

The latest copy of the
NUM newspaper prints
sections of the *Confiden-
tial® document prepared
by the Board in March
1982 for the Monopolies
Commission, A table
headed “This deals with a
very sensitive area and is
not  for  publicavion®
reveals 75 pits to be closed
wilthin the next eight years
o1 allu'g!.'d grounds of coal
exhaustion.

These include 16 of the
59 Yorkshire pits; 15 of the
35 Midland pits {(MNot-
tingham, Derbyshire); five
of the 14 Scottish pits and
over half of the South
Wales Coal field, with 17
of the 33 pits Lo go.

15 of these pits have
already been closed.

In addition to these 75,
at least 20 pits are marked
out for closure to cut
costs.  All in all  this
amounts to & one third cut
in workforce and half the
British coal ficld being
shut down.

This ~ confirms  the
claim of miner’s presgident
Arthur Scargill that ‘the
MNCB have had a hit list for
manths and that the Tory
governmenl intends. 1o
smash the miner’s union
by decimating the coal in-
d.“*“[“': _Through  ra-
tionalisation and new
technology the number of
pits will be cut back and
each made more produc-

tive. Meanwhile nuclear
power will replace coal
fired power stations.

This month the
Department  of  Encrgy
gave its evidence to the in-
guiry into the Sizewell
nuclear power station. In
its evidence the povern-
ment revealed its intention
to increase nuclear power
by between 500 and BDO
per cent before the end of
the century. At present
power stations burn three
gquarters of Britain's coal
and the Government
wants to cut this by a third
as rapidly as possible,

The 81,0000 miners
wha voted earlier
this month for action to
save jobs have been vin-
dicated. They now have
firm evidence of the Coal
Board's intentions to
throw miner’s jobs onto
the scrap heap and gives
firm arguments to why
people in coal mining com-
munitics should prepare
for a fight.

The 60 pits specificd as
‘short-life" on grounds of
exhaustion have plenty of
life if investment is for-
thcoming 10 opeén new
seams and open up vast
untapped resources.

On a picket during
last week's talks
with the Coal
Board,

Tom  Bowden, lodge
secretary of the threalened
Britannia pit in South
Wales explained,

“The pit has plenty of
resources lefl. We have
just opened another face
and need developments

now to work on the next.
We will resist this closure
to the end and will sit-in if
necessary’.

This defiant mood is
now spreading throughout
the British coal fields. The
Scottish miners had
already decided at a
delegate confercnce on 16
MNovember that the Scot-
tish 69 per cent vole for ac-
tion in the recent national
ballot gives them a man-
date (0 resist,

All the signs are that
the Mational Union of
Miners is preparing 1o
rewrite the plot prepared
by the Coal Board and its
Tory masters.

Roundoaks —
Labour’s fighting chance

By Valerie Coultas

MICHAEL FOOT came to the West Midlands
last week. Not only did he wvisit the Raindi
picket line in Smethwick but speaking at West
Bromwich he made a pledge that Labour
would defend the Roundoaks steel works in
Brierly Hill now threatened with closure and
the loss of 1,300 jobs at Christmas.

Michael Foot, MP for
Ebbw  WVale, is not
notorious for his defence
of steel plants. So why all
the fuss about Roundoaks
—  particularly  when
resistance 1o job loss in
this area has heen sabotap-
ed by local  officials
notably with the Ansells
skrike lwo vears ago?

The answer lies of
course in the fortheoming
General Election. This is
the new factor that has
brought Michael Foot
clamouring to the defence
of the “Jewel of the In-
dustrial” Crown of the
West Midlands': Roun-
doaks Steel works,

Promising that the
Labour Party would
modernise and re-equip in-
dustry through a revitalis-
ed and expanded MNER,
provide work for the con-
siruction  industry  in
rebuilding  the decaying
fabric of the inner cities
Foot hopes 1o swing volers
in the West Midlands back

to Lahour. As the tecent
by-election and the narrow
victory for right-winger
John Spellar shows he's
going to have an uphll
battle although the local
Tory Council with its sw-
ingeing attack on social ser-
vices In the cily is giving
him a head start.

We camnot put any
confidence. in  Michael
Foor to-actually fight. But
his interest opens the way
for the lefl in the trade
unions and the Labouor
Party to take the fight
against redundancies into
the heart of the Labour
Party and force this issue
into the centre of the
debate.

Saving Roundoaks is
vital. Mot just for Roun-
doaks workers themselves
but for evéryone in Brierly
Hill. Can it be done?

The odds, it must be
admitted, are heavily
stacked against it. The
Lahour movement in the
West Midlands has not

had a surfeit of vicrories
over the last few years.

Battles have been bitter
and the local nght-wing
bureaucracy both in the
Labour Party and the
unions are more [irmly
ensconsed than they were
three wvears ago. But the
last. six months has ex-
perienced an  increasing
anger among the ranks of
the trade unions in this
area.

Black workers al S&K

and now workers at
Supreme uilting  and
Raindi extiles in

Smethwick have begun to
take a stand against
sweated labour and receiv-
ed widespread support
despite bad adviee from
local T&G officials to
refrain from engaging in
militant picketing.

Opposition 1o the
VICIOUs privalisalion
schemes of the Torics con-
tinues among | school
cleaners, caretakers and
dinner ladies. This looks
like leading to strike action
in the new vear despite the
MALGO staff accepting
efficiency scrutineers at a
mass meecting two wecks
HEOD.

And an the DHSS
dispute the ranks voted by

Ready to fight for

jobs

By Barry Wilkins

THE 60 PITS which the National Coal Bosrd last
week openly stated it wanted to close within the
next aight yaars include nine in South Wales. But the
real threat to the South Wales coalfield is much

greater still.

Of the 75 pits which the
NCE defines as ‘short life" a
massive 17 are in South
Wales, This is just over half
thecntire coalfield. In view of
the 59 per cent vote for in-
dustrial action from South
Wales miners in the recent

581 to 25 with only six
abstentions Lo reject the
advice of the CPSA ex-
ecutive and acecept
management's offer of a
tiny increéase in manning
levels. A region wide strike
has been called and a na-
lional one day strike is also
in the offing.

Bill Sirs will be coming
10 address steel workers at
Dudley Town Hall on
Wednesday 30 November.
Hizs theme will of course
centre on protecting the in-
dustry through focussing
on blocking foreign im-
ports coming into Britain
such as the one now in
dock at Immingham.

The only way trade
unionists have protected
their jobs under this Tory
sovernment 15 when they
ave done what the voung
women at Lee Jeans did —
dug in their heels, oc-
cupied their factory and
refized 10 budge until jobs
were  pguaranteed. Being
prepared o launch such an
all-out fight — not scrat-
ching favours from John
Blackburn, local  Tory
politician — 15 the anly
way jobs will be saved.
Union  officials should
make that clear.

kallat this is building up.ro a
patentially explosive confron
taticn.

Emlyn Williams, presi-
dent of the South Wales
miners pointed that there are
workable reserves at all these
pits and that the NCB is
deliberately denying  invest-
ment and recruitment. 'Half
the coalfield will be closed
down  unless  capital  and
recruitment are forthcoming’,
said Emiyn. “We will carry
Out 3 campaign among our
members and take - on the
board as we did in 1981 if they
attempt to close down our
mines."

South  Wales  executive
members Dut Davies works at
Penrhiweeiber, one of the
threatened piis. He told
Socialist Challenge that the
South Wales leadership has
reaffirmed ils opposition Lo
all gt closures except on
grounds of exhaustion and
will call an area conference to
discuss the fight against these
Tatest  thrents  from . the
coalboard, “We will resist any
closures in South Wales, | am
confident that when the first
mine is hit we will all be out.®

Dat explamed  that last

year only £37m had been in-
vested in the South Wales
coalfield  compared  with
£l000m in  Yorkshire in-
cluding £120m ar just one pit.
Dai commented ‘This is rapid
strangulation it sfow
strangulation amymore. But in
South Wales there are massive
reserves and seams of coal
which have never been tap-
ped. We have got to fight for
the jobs and investment need-
ed 10 save our indusiry not
jusl m South Wales but also
the other coalfields under at-
tack like Daurham, Nor
thumnberland and  Scotlund
and Kent. This will have to be
& pational fight.”

S = . ;
Michael Foot speaking to the PS Raindi and Supreme gquilting workers
now in the fifth waak of their strike. Foot said: 'We wish yOou SUCCHss
with your struggle for the rights that you have every right to in this
country. We warnt to see the success of this fight and we wish you the
best of luck.” Some of the workers are earning £30 below the minimum
£57.05 for the industry. Their firm supplias such stores as  Littlewoods
C & A's, Marks and Spancers, Lord Anthony's and Miliets Arry Surp}us

Frank Gorton, trade union

linison officer for Hacknay -

North Labour Party adds:

We've put out appeal
sheets for support to Rain-
di Textiles in English and
Turkish for the local gar-
ment workers In this area.

Arrangements have
been made for the appaal
to be circulatad to all Lon-
don Labour Parties and
othar labour movement
arganisations. Collections
have already been taken at
cur Labour Party GMC.

For further informatio

plaase contact Brother

Higgs, Transport ar
Generel Workars Unio
917 Vietoria St., We
Bromwich, Wa
Midlands.
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‘A million on the streets

CND C

‘Make '83 the year to stop the missiles’ o

*THIS 1S the year that Cruise
and Trident are coming to Bri-
tain. It is the year of a general
election, It is a year that a ma-
jority of the population op-
pose Cruise and Trident. And
it is a year when the TUC and
Labour Party have decided
upon action. How do we bring
all these elements together to
ensure that ‘83 is the year of
CND?

Fred Kingdomt fromm Reading
CND put (his gquestion 1o the 82
CND.conference, moving resolution
14 om CND's [abour movement orien-
tation. It was really a struggle to get
the answer right.

CND  confergnces are cloudy,
bureaucratic, mismanaged affairs —
full of well-meaning workshops and
points of order. Thiz zhapelessness
reflects both the leadership of the
campaign and its activisl base.
Figures released durnng the con-
ference showed that half the member-
ship of 50,000 are in the *professional”
employment category and 20 per cent
are students. Hall the membership
come from London and the South
East.

Bur the potential power of the
movement was shown in the statistics
released from 4 sample of the & Tune
demonstration. Ina demonstration of
250,000 called at the height of the
Malvinas -war, 88 per cenl disagreed
with government policy at the time,

Debate

Although half were professional
workers, 20 per cent were manual
workers and for 30 per cent thizs was
their first national demonstration,

Significamtly, ‘in the light of the
absence of any youth debate al the na-
tional conference, none of the
statistics released gave a breakdown
of age differences among CND sup-
porters,

The conference was overshadow-
ed by the eventz at Gresnham Com-
mon. The heroism of the Greenham
Common protestors captured the im-
agination of most delegates and en-
sured that the resolution on non-
violent direct action got the higgest
vote of the weskend,

While Saturday was taken up with
constitutional debate and a myriad of
workshops, the plenary session strug-
gles with the relationship that Non-
Violent Direct Action should have
with the overall tasks of the mave-
ment in '#3. By the end of Sunday
delegates had some clearer ideas.

The arpument started in  the
‘pallot for survival date’ — the pro-
posal that CND should concentrate
O 4 nation-wide signatiere gathering
campaign against the missiles, Ann
Donnreily from YCND national com-
mittee argtied that events like the
YCND vouth Festival in May would
build on the “rremendous labour
movement - support’ won  for the
Morth West ‘Jobs nol Bombs® march.

Push

Dick  Withecombe from Man-
chester CND put his [inger on the
issbe in 2 more dramatic way: “19837,
he said, ‘must be the year when we
stop Cruise. That is the issue. A
‘ballot for survival' will not stop
them, We necd real amd massive
political action. We must-use the posi-
tions adopted by the labour move-
ment 1o put a million on the streets at
the end of the year. That is the way we
can back up the heroism of those at
the peace camps.’ This point received
loud applause.

The NVDA action was presented
by the mover as ‘the most important
resolution at this conference’. And
with peace camp leaders' Jean Hut-
chinsorn’s and Lynn Jones' powerful
speeches the resolution was ensured a
massive majority.

But there was serious confusion
here. Lynn Jones argued that NVDA
inciuded action to ‘bring down the
government’. But  speakers from
AUEW-TASS and Glasgow pointed
out that direct action alone could not
physically stop the missiles. Such ac-
tion had to be pur in the context of
mass lahour movement initiative,

In one of the best speeches of the
whaole debate Jenny Prideaux from
Sheffield CND explained that the
labour movement was our most
powerful ally — and in the end’our
only one. ‘We¢ have 1o use the
breakthrough that we have achieved

there to make our protest effective.”’

Conference then moved on to
resolution 11, which began to look at
the relationship between NVA and
mass labour movement action in a
more detailed way. Leading off for a
crucial amendment which supported
the TUC-Labour Party day of action
in August as a crucial support tonon-
violent direct action, Chris Prtts
pointed out that 1933 could not be
‘business s usual' — that a bimer
struggle was needed as was shown by
the healthworkers dispute.

As g busworker, he puointed ouf
that Lo gel the 50 or 60 busworkers
who supported CND in Sheffield into
action, the TUC-Labour Party day of
action had to be a vital tocus for the
movement.

Kathy Potter from Oldham back-
ed him up. *To bring all our resources
tagether,' she said, “We need a joinl
LE-TUC-CND demo this autumn.’

- Tory supporters against the
missiles (TACT) and others argued
against this view, They said it was
‘partisan’ — CND must maintain its
‘independence’.

- -

Divide

But the amendment was carried
after two fine speeches from Tomy
Sourhﬂ_h’ {one time secretary of the
Committee of 1000 and Stuart
Madewell from Tower Hamlets CND.
Tony pointed to historcal expericnce:
“We were silting in Trafalgar Square
while the tight wing were busy revers-
ing unilateralism in the Labour Parly
— the biggest political gain that CND
had registered’.

Stuart argued that the majority of
the people had 1o brought into action
against the missiles, and that was
where the potential of the lakour
movement lay.

The debate on NATO saw a
peculiarty lack-lustre performance by
EP Thompson which expressed con-
cern aboul the lack of reference in
resolutions under debate 1o the War-
saw Pact, and claimed that our posi-
tion on NATO ‘could marginalise us®,
In one of the hich points of the con-
ference Stugrt Madewell denounced
Thompson’s search for *a new con-
CEMsus against the missiles,

This, he argued, involved forces

MX: Weapon for mass murder

By Bob Pennington

WHEN THE PENTAGON and
Beagan's aides were discussing
what to rename the new MX
missiie, the President suggestad
giving it the name *paacemaker’,

This was rejected when the top
brazss said it sounded too much
like tha device used to pravent
cardiac arrest. Mind you, when
you read what the MX can do. and
how it is going to be used, you ara
quita likaely to have a cardiac ar-
rast, particularly if you are a
citizen of Wyoming!

The MX which will be am-
ployed in Danse Pack is 70 feset
long and weighs 192.000 Ibs. Each
one carries 10 independently
targettable warheads, all with the
power to oblitarate betweean 20
and 30 cities of the size of
Hiroshima,

But as the Pentagon reesons
thare is no point in having ali that
firepowser if the other side can
destroy it before it gets off the
ground. So the plan goes as
follows: 100 missiles will ba plac-
ad in a 14-mile strip of Wyoming,
each missile seperated by 13&
feet from five neighbours.

The US military strategists say
that the Russians would then
have 1o aim one of its own Inter
Continental Ballistic Missiles at
each of tha individual silos. Whan
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the first Rusasian ICEMs land thay
will then send up such a
cataclysm of blast waves, electro
magnetic forces and radio active
debris that any other Soviet
missiles travelling in their wake
would be burned up, damaged or
blown off coursa.

Than after a ‘suitable’ time lag
the MXs would rise gracefully
through the mushroom cloud and
zoom their way to the Soviet
Union. Of course if you ara living
in Wyoming just then its tough
luck, because sure as hell you will
be killed off by what is in that
mushroom cloud, if you have not
besn despatched by the first lan-
dings of the Russian ICEMSs.

Those Soviet ICBMs that were
following the first wave will, as
the Pentagon reasons almost car-
tainly ba burnad up, damaged or
blown off course. That means
that they will leave a trail of death
gnd destruction across all the
mid-wast, and very likely all over
the rast of the USA.

This military reasoning starts
from the premise that maybe =2 lot
of US citizens ara going to die a
painful death, but at least it will be
a patriotic one because their
sacrifice will enable the US
missiles to get to Moscow,

il

o — : e _H_ = =
ND confarance voted overwhalmingly

who supported Britain’s nuclear
arsenal, but used the cover of
multilateralism to break up the
momentum of the movement. The
contradiction between Labour's sup-
port for hoth unilateralism  and
NATO was an achilles heel which
would be used by the right wing ta rall
hack the gains of the labour move-
ment on this guestion.

Our job was to close the gap. In
one of the closest votes of conference,
<ND's campaigning position — ‘Bri-
tain oul of NATO, NATO out of Bri-

Thank You, Cangreasman, for This Truly Wonderful Nese Weap "

However, there iz a flaw to all
this.

Kosta Tsipis is a physicist who
heads the programme in sciencae
and technology for International
sacurity at Massachusetts In-
stituta of Technology. He points
out that if the Russians send in on-
ly 80 of the 300 S518 ICEMs they
hava got, aach one has a war head
aquivalent to 20 million tons of
TNT and it only needs 20 to gst
through te knock out not ona,
but all gix of tha silos,

So then the MX missiles will
not gat off the ground bhut Wyom-
ing will still be Iaid to waste which
s he_nr&_ly- ci:r_npucive to raising the
patriotic spirit of the peopla who
live there.

Maybe the US governmentis a
bit stingy of walfare benefits and
not too kasn to spend money on
federal housing. But it is not
prepared to cut corners whan it
gets in the business of death and
destruction. It will cost around 26

.should send shivers

bt e

non-violent direct action,
tain' — was mainlained.

_In the final debate an amendmen
from Bartersea, moved by Linds
Hoy, calling for national strike ac-
tion, was defeated. In moving the
resolution, Linda pointed to the
crucial role that the labour movement
had plaved in the campaign {o defeal
the Carrie anti-abortion bili. But sup-
port for the August TUC-Labour
Party demonstration was carried by a
large majority.

Despite the defear of the amend-

billion dollars for the MX projac
but if you can kill off the popula.
tion of some 20 or 30 cities the size
of Hiroshima, with just one wa
head. then | guess the military
reckon they are getting value foi
monay.

The murdarous lunacy that i
being prepared on Capital Hil
down ths
spine of any sane person. This it
calculatad preparation for & can
flict that could causs a holocaus
on a world scale. As one Wyom
ing family told the Sunday Times
‘its like a drug fix. Our whole
dapandancy on nuclsar weapon:
means we nead bigaer and betta
fixes all the time.”

The MX project Is not simph
8n axcess. It s portent of evef
more horrifying things 10 comg
unless the ruling classes of tha im:
perialist countrias hava the right
to manufacture and use thesg
weapons taken away from them.

By the way the..Pentagor
thraw out the name 'paacemaker
they changed it to ‘peacekeeper
which for a weapon thatis design-
ed to kill and maim millions of pac
ple, shows that the American rul
ing class are not only murderous
thugs. but that they are alsc
psychopathic ones.




INFERENCE

ment calling for national strike ac-
tion, the conference was largely a vic-
tory for thoze who saw the labour
movement as the crucial ally of CND.
The conference expressed arefreshing
sense of urgency in the fight against
the missiles.

first of a group of Soviet warheads (1)

destroys or disables nearby incoming warheads,
smail targat area of the Dense Pack site, in
(2} debris and dust-cloud friction (3}, and :
- electromagnetic puises {EMP) along with X rays,
TR prepliecin

S Dgren oy e s

MNow CND is in a good position to
take a really mass campaign forward.
As Dick Withecombe said: *The really
crucial event will be the joint CND-
TUC-Labour Party day of action. We
need to bring a million people on the
streels next August.’

STEPS TO STOP
THE MISSILES _

AS THE prospect of the installation of Cruise missiles gsts ever
closer, the partisans of non-violent direct action are getting
stronger within the anti-missiles movement. This response is
understandable. But it would be a mistake for the movement to
become panicked by the shortening time scale.

Although our first target must be to prevent the deployment
of the missiles, nonetheless we must stick to a strategy which
can be successful, even if it means settling for sending back
the missiles once they are already deployed. Here we outline an
activists guide to stopping the missiles.

1. A Labour
government can stop
the missiles

Sending back Cruise requires a
governinental decision. Experience
teaches us that the Tories, no martter
how unpopular, will stick to their
slavish policy of following Reagan: as
Michael Fool says, in defence matters
when Reagan says something, then
Thatcher replies ‘ditto’.

This means that even if there arc
hoge mass actions against the missiles
in ‘83, there is still a strong possibility
that they will actually be deploved —
always assuming that the Tories are
still in office.

The most important political vic-
tory won by CND has been the com-
mitment of the Labour Party con-
ference to no Cruise and for unilateral
nuclear disarmament. Although the
two-thirds majority for unilateralism
at the Labour Party conference does
nol guarantee inclusion in the
manifesto, Foor has repeatedly stated
his commitment to closing down
American bases and sending back
Cruise missiles.

COverwhelming the most imporant
decision for unilateralists is the elec-
tion of ‘a Labour government. The
conditions for pressing forward the
fight for unilateral = disarmament
would be immeasureably improved by
a Labour government, with so many
commitments having been made.

2. A mass movement

Like the overwhelming majority
of the anti-missiles movement,
however, Socialist Challenge wounld
oppose giving a blank cheque 1o the
Labour leaders. In the past, con-
ference decisions have been flouted
on a multitude of important issues —
and we can be sure that Labour’s right
wing will fight tooth and nail against
closing down American bases,

Even Denis Healey and company
however are against Trident: they will
iry to use the cancellation of Trident
#s 4 50p to the movement. Our task in
the event of the election of a Labour
government would be to demand that
the movement is carried further, up to
and including unilateral nuclear disar-
mament and withdrawal from
NATO.

Therefore a  continuing  mass
movement, before during and after
the election of a Labour government
is an absolute necessity. Equally,
there is no guarantee that we shall
have a Labour government at afl. But
a mass movement 1s the best
guarantee for pressuring whatever
EOVETIUnent comes 1o POWEr,

3. Political strikes
against the missiles

Owver six million trade unionists
are affiliated ro CND, Many major
unions are in favour of unilateral
disarmament and more are against the
missiles. The unions are in a strong
position to strike a blow against the
missiles,

NN V0w agains tho missiles — a foww il fromm the crulse  base

As the date for the installation of
Cruise comes closer, it will become
the central issue in British politics,
Already a clear majority of the
population are against their installa-
tion. MNearly 80 per cent of Labour
voters are against the missiles,

The time has come therefore for
the unions to begin to use their muscle
to stop the missiles, Bul CNIDY must
give a lead: there is no way in which
the union leaders will initiate such ac-
tion withowr having their arms
twisted.

4. Step up and
internationalise the
campaign

_ Mass action remains the key to
winning wider public support. Two
key events in 1983 provide an oppor-
tunity for huge mobilisations. First,
YCHD haz called an International
Youth Congress, originally schedulad
for Easter but now to take place in
May. Second, the Labour Party con-
ference called for an international day
of action against the missiles for B
Auguset,

Both these dates provide us with
focuses for building big actions. But
1983 has to be the vear of the anti:
mizssiles movement. This means that
mass demonstrations of the type held
in preceeding years must take place
again.

5. Permanent pickets of
the Defence Ministry
and the missiles bases
throughout ‘83

There is no doubt that the peace
camps of the women al Greenham
Common has done much to publicise
the campaign. Given the emergency
character of the campaign, it needs to
be permanently kept before the public
eye. The defence ministry and the
missiles bases should be permanently
picketed throughout the vear,

6. No tactics of despair:
deeper into the Labour
movement!

The imminence of the arrival of
the missiles will push many into argu-
ing for the most outlandish of direct
action tactics. But these tacticz will
not stop the missiles, even if they
dramatise the campaign. Only the
campaign's mass character can assure
pofitical victories,

The key strategic ally of CND is
the labour movement. Numerically, it
provides overwhelmingly the majority
of CND's affiliates. The campaign
has 10 be taken deeper into the
Unions.

That means not being satisfied
with conference resolutions and af-
filiations to CND, but taking the cam-
paign into the workplaces, with a
perspective of political action. If the
labour movement is collectively deter-
mined to stop the missiles nothing can
stop it.
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Where you can
buy Socialist
Challenge

Scotland

ABERDEEN: 5C nvalable ar Baom.
town: books, King 5¢. Foar more info
ring Hill B9 264,

EDINBURGH: 50U aeld Thur
4.15:%.1%pm Bux Staticn. 31 An
drews Square nmd boorom af Waverly
atems 4.3005.30; San 11.30.2pm East
End, Prirces Sr. Also nvaflnhie from
13t My Books, o Better Boaks, For-
rest Rd. More info on local activity
Iam B0 o0 Box 6 B3l May
Baokshop, Candlemaker Bow.
GLAEGOW: 5C sales mvery Thar/Fri
4305 30pm ar Cenreal Sznrlon. Also
avadlabic a3 Darretts, Baves Rd: Clyde
Books, High St Glasgow Bocishop
Collectove, Crmswell  Lane; Hope
Street Buok Centre.

HAMILTOMN: SC sie esvery Sm
I-5pm ourside . Safeway, shopping
centre. For mare infa contact Johe
Ford, 53 Efiot Crescent, Hamilon or
Faul Yeungsen, 18 Fusiel Crecents
Humilion.

Wales

BANGOR: Sal 10-11 1owa venliz,
CARDIFF: every Sal in Bute Town
10, 530-12. Alsn wwnilahle 1-0-8 Books,
Sakitkury Read.

NEWPORT, every Sat in town cenire
11-12:34

PONTYPRIDD: 3C sales every Eal

auiside Muorket 1-1pm.
PORT TALBOT: Sa1 ilam-Ipm
Lawn Cenlre.

SWANSEA: 50 sales outseds Co-op,
Oalord S, 1 am-1pm, Saterdays.

England

BATH: 5C on sabc at 1985 Boaks,
London Rogd, and Saturdavs lpm-
Jpit oudexle ke Roman Backs, Plae
20298 for more details.
BIRKENHEAD: 5C on aple mr
Labour Club, Clewcland @1, Thur
pights; in  precinct ouatside Lit-
Hewooda, Sat 11-12.
BIRMINGHAM: 5C on sale ar The
Ramp, Fri £30-2.40, Sar 10-4. For
more |sfo phane 643 9904
BOLSOVER: Crosx Ecovs, evéry I
Hefpmi, Bluebell B-10,

BRADFORD: 30 ai Fourth Idea
Eoakshop, 14 Sputhgate.
BRIETOL: S on sale 15-1, "Hele in
Geroand®, Haymarker. Mare info B
2, /o Fullmarks, 1100 Cheltenham
Fd. Montpeier, Bristol &
BURNLEY: 50 on ale every Sal
mareing 11,30 1pm St Jomes 51,
COVENTRY: available  from
Wedge Boolcshop.

HEMEL HEMPSTEALD: 5C sales in
Tiang Sguase, Sal 10,30-1,3000:,
HUDCERBFIELD: SO sold S
llam-1pm. The Pinrza, 5C also
available 21 Pracewarks.

LEEDS: Sat f1-1-at Lands Laoe
Pedestiian. Precnst and §0.30-11.00
al Hezadingly Arndale Centre. Corper
Bonkshon, Wondhouse Lane
LIVERPOOL/BIRKENHEAD: 5C
s0ld in- Birkenhead Precnct, outude
Lithewotds, Sab 11-12am and Liver-
paal. Charch 5L ouatside Top hop,
Sai 12-1pm

MANCHEETER 5C anld 11-1pm Sa
o QEDHAM aumside the Yeckihire
Bank, High Stat BURY in the shep-
pang precinct znd a8 Melro Booka: at
BOLTON in the Town-centre; und in
MANCHESTER ot Gomon - snd
Droylesden markers 1tam-12.30 Sas
mnd g Grassmoors  mnd - Percivals
Booksbvon. Tel: 06120 #9045 for fur-
ther Infa,

MANESFIELD: Fri J=dpm, Stockwell
Gate, Sat FOLI-11 Westgate, Fous
Seasois . Shoppag  Centre. Sal
103012,

NEWCASTLE: 5C om anle every a1
1-1pm  autsde Fomwicks. Alo
avabinble a1 Days of Hope bookshop,
Westgate Rd. Every Friday uiside
Mewcastle University belweer -2 and
datiide NMewoaalle Polytechnic ber-

ween 12-1 Mondey.
Nmﬂﬁm: SC sald every St
12-1 pm Siab Square. For info phooe
BEIDLS,

OLDHAM: 5C sold every Sacunday
grutside Yorkshire Bank, &i,gh.ih rEay
Fes mare infeematien nbout loesl ae-
thviches. Tl 061-652 5151,

Whats left

RATES for What's Laft. Bp par ward
or €4 par col inch. Deadiine: noon
Sar priar 1o publication. Paymant in
adwance. Phone n-269 51890,

2" a fitm by Costa Gavras,
director  of MTSSI[NG,
Ruskin Hall, 16 Charch Rd,
Acton W3, Suturday 1lth
December at 4pm (£1} and
7.30pm {£1.50). OAPs and
UR40s half price. Informa-
{ion: 9935631 /992-4RAT.
SPARE BOOKS! Any books you Son't
want laking up valsable space on your
moakshelvesY Send them o the I'{.'her
E-;kshoﬂ. 123 Upper S, London N1

BADGES MADE: Clwgow 50 sup
porters have a Badge-making machine,
will maks badpes quickly and cheaplhy
Fuor your campaign/urion/Labour Par.
ty — and all the money goes back anio
the siruggle for socalism! Weite [or
detailt/quores 1a: BC {Glasgow), PO
Box 50, Londan W1 IXF

POSTERS: Cheap, good md fasl
Onder  [iom The  Other - Pricishop,
O] 264905,

MEW BADGE!
20p each

Orders over 10 post free
Orders over 20— T5p each
Orders over 50 — 12p each
Chegues payable ta:
Labaur History Group
Send to:

Southwark 5C Badge,

PO Box 50, London N1

DXFORD: 5C sald Fri 12-2pm vut
sde Kings Arms and every Sar
0L 30 | 2. 300 i Cosnmarker,
SHEFAELD: 5C on snle Thussday,
Fonsd - 8i, 4A30Epm: - Shrurday,
Fargade HE3-12, Mpm,

50| MPTON: 50 on wde Sai
I0arn-12 noon af Above Bar Post O
fice (Shopping Froomcl),
STAFFORD: 5 on Sale Marksr S
Sat lunch-Litm,

STOCKPORT: 5C anld every Saturs
day, Ipm, Mersey Way, Can be
delivered weckly: phone 483 599
tevenirg). 236 505 [day).

London

BRENT: 5T sold Willsiden Junction
Thar 4. ¥pan.

EALING: 5C =ald Thuar, Ealing
Broadway nshe, S-Spm

ENFIELD: 5C at Melsons newsagents,
Londea Bd, Enficld Town,
HACKNEY: 5 on sale o seldle
Huckney. 2l  public
meetings. and local fasories Con-
et us oo PO Box 34, 136 Kingsiand
Hagh St, Landon ES INT or phons
Megan or John at 359 5188,
HILLINGDOMN: 30  sold  Fmy
4.30-5.30 ut Uxbredye wbe wation;
Eas 11.30-12.30 in shopping preciner,
Lixbridge.

HOUNSLOW:  SC  sold  oulsice
Hounslew  Ekst tube. every Wed
5.15-6.15pm;

IBLINGTOM: Fvery Fri, f.145-%nm a1
Hﬁnﬂn dew'.-::ih- and Highbury
Tubss,

KILBURN: 50 rales every Sal, [0am
i3 Kalbusn Square, asd - Tharsday
B Mam st Queens Park iabe.
LAMBETH: 5C sald Thur and Fri
cvenings and Thur marnings sutslde
Deravboar Habe.

NEWHAM: 2C soid Sat 1lam to
oon. Gueens Hd Mki, Upton Park,
FADDINGTOM: SC sold at Por-
tnbelln Rd morker Sar o npan,
WEMBLEY: 5C snles Fri 6.4%am ml
Marth Wembley BR Stadion,

Bookshops

BANGOR: HRainbows, Halvhend
Road, Upper Basger, Gennedd.
DRADFORD; Fourth ldes - Book-
b 14 Bandgate,

BRIGHTON: The Pabiic Hixe, Lit
tle Presion i,

BRISTOL: Puallmarks, |10 Chelren.
heam Rd, Brisel 6.

BIRMINGHAM: (kher Bockshop,
137 Dugbesth, Birnaghaan,
CURHAM: Durham City Co-op
Boakshop, 850 Mew Elver,

ILFORD: South Essex Baokshop, 335
Leév Street,

MILTONM KEYNES: Uakical Houks,
109 Church Street, Wobverion.
E:IIFEHD: EfA Braks, 34 Cowley
LEICESTER: Biackihorn Books, 70
High 5t, Lescester, and ¥ Karia, 534
Londen R, Lekesier.

LIVERPOOL: Mews [tom Nowhbee,
100 Whitechapel, Liverpoal 1.1
LONDOMN: Cenrral Boaks, 37 Gravs
Enna R Callets, Chairng Crass Bd,
W2 Paperback Books, Brixton and
Charlolie S Rilburs.  Boeokishop,
Eilburn  High  Roud,  SWWE  The
Bookplace, Peckknm High 52, SELE:
Books Plas, Lewisham; Rafham
Frod Co-op; Homsmans, 5 Caledo-
nzzn RBd, M1 Compendiem, Camden
Town MWID Owl, Eentsh Tows,
Mow Beason, Seven Soters Rd, N4
The Other Bpokshop, 122 Uipper 3r,
Ml: Bookmarics, Seven Ststers Rd,
My Cmi ,-126 Kingslnnd High
51, By Dillans, OMC; Page Ome,
El5; The Other Bookshop, 128 Lip-
per St MI: Reading Matlers, Wood
Choen nexl 19 Sansbury’s; Vilkage
Books, Sirentham; Tethric Books,
Clapham: Pnperhinck Cenare, Brix-
ren; Ovnl mobe klosl; Shakel Boalkes,
46 High St, Sombhall

PORT TALBOT: McConville's
Meekpent. Slalsn Koad,
NOTTINGHAM: Mushroom Bouks,
Henthenie B2, Hpockley.
GOUTHAMPTON: October Boois,
Cmalow Road.

SUNDERLAND: The Ueelliah Agl
Gallery Beokshop, Crange Ternce,
YOHM; Uommunity Books, Waim-
galkg,

‘OME YEAR TO 1884' —
RESISTING THE
BRITISH STATE.
The Troops Out Movement
has initated an  Anti-
Repression Conference o
examine the “history  and
politics of the Brilish state,
The rconference will be
structured around  four
warkshops: The Law; The
Media; The Technology of
Repression and Ex-soldiers,
speakers will include Ber-
nadeite McAliskey, MWary’
Melis, DParcus Howe and
Aldistair Logan. The con-
ference will be followed by o
social,

Saturday 11 December.
Caxton House, St. Jahn's

Way, NI9. [0am-530pm.
£2 waged: £1 unwaged.
{Food and Creche
available).

Far further info- TOM, PO Bay 253,
Landar NWSARH Telr 012758794,
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IN THE THIRD Southern irish election in 18 mon-
ths. the pendulum swung back to the other
‘Green’ Tory party, Fine Gael. On a reduced
poll, the election registered a two per cent sw-
ing away the Fianna Fail governing party. While
still remaining the largest party in the Dail
{parfiament], it does not command an overall
majority. However, the predicted Fine Gael-
Labour Party coalition will do nothing to solve
the deepening political crisis in Ireland.

The election campaiza
was marked by a complete
absence of real choice bet-
ween the policies of the
two major parties.  Both
parties. campaigned for
Thatcher-style attacks on

the working class and
small farmers. ;
Al the last minute,

Charles Haughey, leader
of Flanna Fail and outgo-
ing prime minister, tried to
steal a few votes back from
Fine Gael by plaving the
‘national card". He accus-
ed Dr Garrer Fitzgerald of
planning  greater  col-
lahoration wirh = Britain:
Bur the reality was that
Haughev had studiously
avoided Britain’s. op-
pressive role inthe North
throughout the campaign.
Indeed, he had presided
over a government which
had extended full coopera-
tion 'with British im-
perialism. He covered rhis
with a few nasty comments
directed at Maggie Thart-

cher.

Not that his charges
against Fitzgerald were 1n-
accurale — nor that Bri-
tain hadn't intervened in
the elections to secure a
Fianna Fail defeat. In the
precarious position British
policy is in in the North,
even Haughey demagogy
can be dangerous. Hence
Tory pleasure at the elec-
taral resait. Yer any lick-
ing of [ips would he
premature.

Healthy

On paper, a Fine Gael-
Labour Partv  coalition
would have a fairly healthy
majority. But, Ig such a
government is formed, il
will be’ riven with con-
tradictions.

. Labour gained sears in
this. election  because it
campaigned [or some mild
palliatives — like joh crea-
tion schemes and propos-
ed health and cducation

Hats off to
erry Adams

Dear Gerry

WHAT a tremendous run around you gave to
Fred Emery of Panorama in a programme
designed to witch-hunt you and Sinn Fein as a
‘gang of murdering terrorists’. You were able
to take every charge levellad against the Provi-
sional IRA and show that the real problem lay

with British
Ireland,

Az yvou were able to
reply o Emery’s cynical
charge that you were
leading voung men and
women into jail — that
you jailed nobody, nor
was it you that gerry-
mandered, created
unemployment and bad
housing, or had an army
accupying another coun-
try, working hand in glove
with a s=ectarian: police
force and marauding
Lovalist gangs.

It was hilanous to see
the embarassed Jim Prior
Iry (0 explain how ‘er-
rorists. and  murderers’
managed 1o get 60,000
votes and win five seats in
his vervy own “Assembly’.
To Emery's question why
you- were allowed to par-
ticipate in elections, he
revedled his own stupidity
by replving thal vour par-
ucipation showed & move
away from armed
resistance.  Tell that to
Sinn:  Fein: ‘ard  fheis
(conference)!

Lovalizt leader Harold
McClosker  was  much
more clear-sighted — and
revealing. He pointed to
your continuing intran-

imperialism's oppression of

sigence. So, he foolshly
announced: Britain should
learn from other countries
(presumably South Africa
and El Salvadory who
“knew how 1o handle mat-
ters’ when the hailot pro-
duced the “wrong” result.

Two things especially
got up the programmers’
noses. Your urilisation of
yvour -election io: the
assembly — not to take
VOour seat — but to agitate
for the housing and other
rights of working people in
your constituency. And
the hunger strike cam-
paign which exemplified
your growing ability to
combine mass campaign-
ing, demonstrations and
elections as a way of
boosting  the confidence
and fighting ahility of the
nationalist community.

You're -also  clearly
warrying that worm Gerry
Fitt — whao did his hest to
finger you by claiming that
you wanled to shoot him!
Undoubledly, your grow-
g facility of applying the

"’ Ch

y out, hu

—

Dick Spring. leader of the Irish Labour Party.

cuts to be on a3 more
limited scale. Already,
Southern Ireland’s largest
union, the Irish Transpore
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and  General  Workers
Umon  has  come: out
against @ coalition with
Fine Gagl.

@ HORKO)
{

The Labour Party
delegate conference called
for 11 December will have
to pet I:u'% promises {rom
Fine: Gael if the coalition
idea is to be won. But such
promises cannot be fulfill-
ed in today’s economic
reality with a foreign debt
of over £1bn and a balance
of payvmenls deficit for this
vear of & similar amount,

e wouldn't be surprised
if another election is called
before 1983 is out,

* Bernadelie MucAliskey
wha siood apaingt Charles
Huughey on g socialist plat-
form: goined 1,023 first
preference votes. This was g
deciing from the 2,085 which
she pained in the February
election, The Workers Part

(previousiy  associared it

the  Official  wing ‘of the
Republican movemernt) weni
down from throe fo fwe seols.

T L L AT
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news. Thiz certoon was prominently dfsﬁ.’n yvadin the Landon

Standard. It shows the continuing racism of the British ruling class
Now the good news. On the publication of this filth, the Labour controlled
Greater London Council decided to withdraw all advertising

— warth £700.000 a year.

H T
Garry Adams

united front tactic theough
your call for a conference
ot all nationalist organisa-
uons to discuss how to
destroy Prior’s assembly is
clearly helping expose him
and other cowards and
vaciflators in the Social
Democratic and  Labour
Party as. well as con-
solidating the unity of the
nationalist populaion.

I was most impressed
by your clarity on the mat-
ter of the Loyvalists. Your
explanation that Loyalism
relied tlotally on the prop
of the British state gave the
lie to the Parnorama claim
that your recent ard fheis
decision to  dump the
‘federal Ireland’ sirategy
in favour of a perspective
for a ‘decentralised

socialist state’ was
somehow  anti-Protestant.
As you explained: with the
removal of Britain from
Ieeland it was “in-
concevable that Protes-
tant workers would take
up arms’ against the new
united socialist Ireland.

Just one point,
thouzgh. I thought you
could have rounded the

point off by explaining
that any political organisa-
tion appealing to the sec-
tional concerns of the Irish
working clazs would have
to do this in a ‘situation
where the new Irish spate
woltld be crealing jobs, ex-
panding social  services,
housing and so on — that
this would wvery quickly
undermine the appeal of
any party harking after the
old ascendancy.
Weimagine British im-
perialism will think twice
before inviting vou on 1a
their TV channels again.
But they have shown a
remarkable facility for ig-
noring the lessons of Irish
history. So we look for-
ward to seeing vou again.

Brian Grogan
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Littie change
inBrazil

elections

By Jim Baron

AS EXPECTED. the Brazilian military regime
has taken a battering at the polls. With the final
results still to come in, the government party.

the PDS5,

looks like having only 12 million

votes, against 18 million for the other parties.
Most of these have gone tothe main bourgeois
opposition party, the PMDE, with the New
Workers Party (PT) faring slightly worse than

expected.

This apparent defeat
for the government is
despite manipulation of
the election process by the
state machinery and the
media, and probably fraud
In many #reas. As ox-
peected the regime will keep
control of 12vout of 22
state  governments,  of
Congress, and of the elec-
toral college due to choose
President (General)
Figueiredo's successor in
1984,

Thiz is because of elec-
toral weighting against the
industrial cities, where ten
times as many voles are
needed to clect one federal
deputy as in the backward
rural areas where voles are
easily bought by powerful

landowners and their
friends. =
The PT's argument

that in themselves the elec-
tions would change
nothing seems well con-
firmed.

The biggest gainer, the
PMDB, should have nine
slate  governorships,  in-
cluding the industnal cen-
tres of Sao Paulo and
Minas Gerais. This parly is
the inheritor of the old
MDB, the one and only
‘official opposition party’
created by the militar
when it dissolved :j
previous parties after seiz-
ing power in the 1964
Coup.

It is led by a hoich-
potch of liberal and not-so
liberal husinessmen and
financiers who, faced with
the ' collapse of the
Brazilian economic

- ‘miracle’, want a bit more

say in how ‘their’ cake is
baked and sliced.
However, like ' the
MDE before it, which in.
the mid-seventies hecame a
focus for anti-dictatorship
votes, the PMDB has been
able to pick up a very large
sharc of the popular vole,
claiming that this would be
the only ‘useful vote'
against the regime,

Lula

The PT's own vote has
heen less than they hoped
for, but is in no way
disastrous a5 the
bourgeois press is making
out. Lula looks like havin
10 per cent, or some 1.
million votes, in the elec-
tion for governor of Sao
Paulo — as against an ex-
pected 12-15 per cent. In
the other main industrial
areas, the vote has bheen
lower, around 2-3 per
cent, but only 1-2 per cent
below what was expected.

The PT will probably
end up with about 15 scals
in the Mational Assembly,
which may actually be a
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PT leader Luls

more manageable number
than the thirty odd hoped
for in some over-euphoric
moments.

Just before the elec-
tions an editorial in the
revolutionary marxist
paper, Em Tempo,
pointed out the enormous
step forward which the
very existence of the PT
represented  for the in-
dependent  organisation
and class consciousness of
the Brawmlian working
class. It concluded that
‘the PT's vole will give a
rough idea of the number
of people who have alread
rea this leve
of awareness’. What the
elections seem to make
clear is that such class

awareness is still confined
to a minority of working

people, particularly con-
centrated in the big in-
dustrial centres like Sao
Paulo and a few areas of
military struggle in the
countryside.

The most unexpected
phenomenon in these elec-
tions has been the victory
of Leonel Brizola as gover-
nor of Rio de Janeiro, the
muntg‘s sécond  in-
dustrial city

Brizola and his tiny
social  democratic PDT
party remained very much
out in the cold until just a
couple of manths ago. The
Rio electorate was

disgusted by the totally un-
principled block on offer
from the PMDB, with
well-known  communist
personalities supporting a
candidate for governor
who s a . recognised
gangster, totally  com-
promised with the military
regime.

Almest overnight, they
swung to the only ap-
parently viable alternative
to the left, Brizola (the PT
has always been weak in
Rio).

Brizola is pushin
form a new Socialist Party
with the left of the PMDB
and with the PT. This pro-
ject will he heiped by the
likely formation of a
Liberal Party by the right-

NICARAGUA:INVASION FEARED

By Andy de la Tour

THERE are widespread fears in Nicaragua of an
imminent invasfon. Events have been coming
to a head in recent weeks to give fuel to
speculation that there may be a major military
offensive before Christmas by the counter-
revolutionary Somaocista ex-National Guard-
smen trained and armed by the Honduran army
under the direct control of Washington.

The ‘scope: of the
USA’s complicity in the
counter-revolutionary
build-up was shown to the
world in a Newsweek arti-

cle, ‘America’s Secret
War’, published on-2
Movember., The article
documented what

Nicaragua itself has been
saving for a long time —
that the several thousand
strong counter-
revolutionary army that
engages Nicaragua in a
permanent war of artrition
along the Honduran
border iz directly organis-
ed by the USA.,

US Ambassador (o
Honduras, John
MNegroponte, is, in effect,
the military commander of
the Somocistas  although
Honduran army personnel
act as  intermediaries.
Since . December 1981
Reagan has authonsed the
CIA to contact dissident
Micaraguans n  exile,
mostly ex-soldiers of the
defealed Micaraguan dic-
tator, Somoza, and to con-
duct political and military
operations.

These operations have
now reached the stage
where a fully equipped and

Nicaraguan militia in training

trained counter-
revolutionary  ar my is
primed for an invasion. In

the words. of one
Somocista — *We have g
lot of old scores to settle
with  the  Sandinistas:
there'll be a trail of blcod
from  the border 1o
Managua’.

The Nmnraguuu people
have some scores 1o settle
too. They have not forgot-
ten the monstrous crimes

of the dictatorship and the
terror perpetrated by the
Mational Guard before 19
July 1979, The people are
fully maobilised through
the Sandinista Popular
Militia to fight alongside
the full-time Sandinista
People’s Army.
The greatest danger,
though, Lo the Nigaraguan
eople is not from the
omocistas. It comes from
the very real threat thas an

SF

would  give

invasion
Washington the pretext to
send in the marines on the

grounds af | ‘peace
keeping’.

Thig iz the LIS Ad-
minmstration’s planand the
fact that a large contingent
of US marines have been
recently sent to Lebanon
without any widespread
protest fnside the United
States  has no  doubt
boosted Reagan's con-
fidence.
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“‘democretic front”,
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leaders of the

wing
PMDB. Itistrue that some
in‘the PT may be artracted
by this idea.

But class independence
is 50 central to the PT's

political identity that it
seems very unbkely that
any major section of the
party will buy this one.
Asked about this just
before the elections, Lula
said, ‘Look, the proposals
of Brizola and the PDT are
completely different. The
socialism Brizola preaches
only exists inside his head.
I mean you can’t make
socialism in a capitalist
society, and Brizola has
never suggested changing
capitalism.’

The real struggle after
the elections lies
elsewhere. Faced with a
financial and economic

Reagan is also schedul-
ed to wvisit Costa Rica,

Micaragua's southern
‘neighbour’, in  early
December to further pro-
mote the counter-

revolutionary ‘Forum for
Peace and Democracy’.

Set up in October this
‘Forum’ was launched by
the US tb  izolate
Micaragua and the
revolutionary foroes
fighting. in  El  Salvador
under the leadership of the
FMLN-FDR. Countries
invited to the inaugural

meeing  included. El
Salvador, Honduras,
Jamaica and thie
Dominican HKepublic, all
reliable  clients of the
White House.

The “Forum' was

Reagan’s answer (o an in-
itiative taken earlier by
Venezuela and  Mexico,
two countries friendly to
the Nicaraguan revolu-
tion, who jointly offered
to act as intermediaries.n
the Micaraguan-Honduran
conflict.

Reagan's visit to Costa
Rica was also intended 1o

Vote for Slate
Three, the Rest'’s
the Bourgeoisie!

THIS was the main slogan at the Workers Par-
ty's final pre-elaction rally in Sac Paulo, one
week before polling day. 100,000 or more local
PT supporters gathered outside one of the
city's football stadiums and heard the party
president, Lula, himsalf a farmer tool-maker.
explain why the PT refused to suppert the
bourgeocis opposition front, the PMDB, and
the importance of strengthening the PT as an
indepandent party of the working class. Here
are a couple of extracts from his speach:
“The PDS and the PMDB ara flour out of the
They won't change things for tha
Brazilian working class. You could see this ab-
solutely clearly travelling around in this campaign.
In tha countryside you'd find in one place a bigran-
chowner who was candidate for tha PDS, and then
anothar big ranchowner who was candidate forthe

And when you look closely at these two partiss
you'll find people whao yesterday were in ARENA
(the old government party and predacessor of tha
PDS5) and who today are in the PMDE, end others
who yesterday were in the MDE (the forarunner of
tha PMDE) and who today are in the PDS — thass
politicians changa parties like they change their

lot of talk about this
as if it ware some big
historical nwnlwfurth!s country, I'd just like to re-
mind the ﬁ"“ who ara hars, as wall as all tha com-

is square, that this story of a democratic
front iz the samea ona that made the communists in
1945 bolieve in Getulio Vargas (the populist dictator
who dominated Brazilian politics in the mid cen-
It was this same policy of a8 democratic
front which in 1857 mada tha Bolivian people hand
powaer over to American impearialiam, aftar their
successful revolution of 1952,

And this seme figura who today is going back to
Bolivia as a national hero, Siles Suazo, is tha vary
same one who sold out the Bolivian peopls to
Amarican m1p-enalnsm in_ 71957. That's why wa
shouldn't balieva in this story of a front. because
the only kind of front that makes any sense to us is
ona which has the wnrkmg clazs at its head,
leading it. Anything sisa iz just more dirty tricks
bahind the working class's back.”

crisis of massive propor-
tions {cm.‘unly A5 grave as
Mexica’s) the government
will be forced to increase
its dependence on the IMF
and impose et more
savage austerity measures,
with dire effects on B!Iﬂilﬂ]r
squeezed working  class
wages and jobs.

It 1s on the capacity for
industrial resistance, and
the success of developing
an  independent trade
union  congress  (CUT),
that the future of the PT
now largely depends. It is on
developing and  coor-
dinating its so-far inade-
quare intervention in this
area that the PT will have
to concentrate if it is to
succeed in extending the
class consciousness and
combativity of Brarzlian
WOTkers.

coincide with a ma;ur joint
US-Honduran military ex-
ercise  within a stone's
throw of the Nicaraguan
border. In the furore
following the MNewsweek
article the manouvres have
been postponcd but in
Managua this did not
automatically mean that
an imminent invasion wat
any less likely.

Since  the military
build-up by the US in the
region, staried during the
Carter presidency, any
part of the region is within
very close range of US
armed forces.

The Nicaraguan
solidarity movement
throughout Europe s
orgamsing . co-ordinated
action to take place in each
country on 4 December to
publicise the threat to the
MNicaraguan people.  In
London on that day there
will be a picket at Downing
Street at noon 1o pass on
to Thatcher a Christmas
message — ‘No to US in-
tervention in Nicaragua;
For a peaceful Christmas
in Central America”,
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By Phil Hearse

AS WE SAW in the last articie,
the German SPD through a
combination of theoratical er-
rors and the growth within the
party and the trade unions of a
massive bureaucracy became
increasingly prey to reformist
and social patriotic pressures,
This evolution of tha SPD was
sealed by its reaction to the
outbreak of tha First World
War in August 1914.

The SPD's 92 parhamentary
delegates voted unanimously for war
credits in support of the war, In a
closed session of the SPD's Hasse and
12 others had opposed voting for the
war credits, but decided to stand by
party discipline — Hasse even read
out the SPD's declaration in support
of the war credits. The international
workers movement was stunned by
the SPD’s betrayal. Lenin refused 1o
believe the news and lold Zinoviey
that'the copy of the SPI)'s paper For-
warts which contained the news wasa
forgery. Trotsky, more personally ac-
guainted with the leaders of German
Social Democracy was also shocked
— but less so than Lenin:-

‘Idid not expect the official leaders

of the International, in case of war,

to prove themselves capahle of

serions revolulionary initative, Al

the zame time [ would not even ad-
mit the idea that  the social
demacracy would simply cower on

its belly ‘before: &  nationalist

militarism .., the vote of 4 August

has remained one of the tragic ex-

periences - of my Life, (1)

The decision of the SPD leader-
ship 1o vote for the war credits was in
defiance of every decision of the
Socialist (Second) International. In
1907 the International adopted an
anti-war manifesto under pressure
from Lenin, Martov and Luxemburg:

'Ifwar threatens to break out, it
tathe duty of the working class and

of its parliamentary representatives

in the countries invahed supporfed

by the cansalidating activity of the

International Bureau o exert svery

effort to prévent the cutbreak of

war ... Should war break out never-
theless i is their dutviointervens in
favour of its speedy termination
and to do all in their power o ¢
utilize the economic and political
crisis caused by-the war o rouse the
people’s and thereby 1o hasten the
abolition of capitalist class rule ' (2)

This was later filled outin the anti-
war manifesto adopted in 1912, On
reading: the ‘manifesto,  Lenin
declared: *They ave given us a large

- promissory note: let us see how well
they will meet at!. In less than two
years Lenin got his answer,

Social democratic leaders are
capable of immensely militant, left-
sounding phrases on the cve of a
crizis. But war and revolition. in-
evitably test out the reformist leaders.
erman social democracy
demaonstrated, throngh thig first great
betraval of the international socialist
movemnent, that it was loyal, in the
last instdnce, (0 Jts own bourgzeoisie
and not the international” working
class,

Lenin had failed to clearly see the
characier of the Kautsky-Bebel ‘cen-
tre” in the party; even Troteky did not
understand its reformist degeneration
thoroughly. Only Rosa Luxemburg
and the SPIY= left wing had afrer
1905 begun to grasp the gap between
the ‘arthodox’ revolutionary speechi-
fying and the SPDs reformist prac-
tice.

The social democracy tried to ex-
plain its actions through an old, old
argument often used by the
bureaucratic misleaders: that  they
had no choice but to go along with the
‘backwardness’ of the workers. Dit-
teman explained:

“The Party could not act other-
wize, It would arousze 2 storm of in-
dignation among the men at the
front and people back at home if
the SFD did it {ie vote against war
credite). The socialist orpanisation
would be swept away by popular
resentment.”

Right up until 4 August 1914 the
German government had taken the
S5PD’s formal anti-war position
seriously. It had thus prepared a long
list of parly and lrade union leaders
who were to be imprisoned in the
event of war breaking out. But within
days of the declaration of war these
same leaders were granted immunity

Marxism and
Social Democracy

2.The great
betraya

Warkars damonstration, 9 Navember 1518.

from military service on the grounds
that they were urgently needed at
home to boost war production and
maintain social peace.

The extent to which the social
democratic  buresucracy  became
engaged in ‘parriotic’ rabble rousing
can be seen from the following quote
from Courier, the paper of the
Transport Workers Union:-

*The willanous plans of the
dishongurable, blaady and
faithless Tsur and his allics, the
cunnmg Japs, the ' perfidious
Britons, the boastful French, the
Iving Belgians, the thankless Boers,
the swaggering Canadians, and the
enslaved, kidnapped  Indizns,
Zouaves, MNiggers and the remain-
ing scum of the earth, have broken
against the strong wall set up by the
implacable heroizm of the German
and Austrian troops. (1)

Such were the aepths to which the
social democraric bureaucracy had
sunk. As the war dragged on, and

disillusionment sct in among the
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wiorkers — over-worked and poorly
fed. When in May [916 Karl
Liehknecht was imprisoned for his
anti-war activities, 60,000 Berlin fac-
tory workers went on strike.

The majority of the Berlin ex-
ecutive of the SPD supported the
strike, and they were promptly expell-
ed from the party. This helped to
create the nucleus for the formation
of the Independent Social Democratic
Party (USPD) in early 1917, in op-
position Lo the pro-war palicies of the
SPD leadership. The SPD was a
classically ‘centrist’ organisation,
wavering between  reformist  and
revolutionary positions. It won the
allegiance of a large minority of the
full-time apparatus, and includ-
ed political leaders as diverse as
Liebknecht and Luxemburg on the
lefr, Kautsky and Bernstein on the
right (their old differences forgoten)
and & sirong centre around Haase,
Ditternan and Barth.

Six months after the split the

USPD claimed 120,000 members
againzst 150,006 of the official SPD.
Above allthe USPD had a big majori-
1y in “Red’ Berlin. But the SFD
leaders too were foreed into a series of
left’ manoeuvres in. order 10 Iy to
head off the restlessness of the
workers. In January [918 SPD leader
Eberl came out in support of the anti-
war strike, called by the workers to
protest at the terms of the Brest Litov-
<k treaty, which Imposed punitive
condilions against  revolutionary
Russia in return for peace.

Onee again the perfidious role of
the labour bureaucracy was seen in
action, The SPD burcaucracy main-
tained its role by mediating betwesn
the classes. Inthe last instance loval 1o
the bourgeois order, to mainiain their
own positicn the burcaucrats were
forced to move to the lefr with the
masses == but always with the aim of
preventing the mass movement from
adopting revolutionary  positions,
which would have destroyed their
OWn position,

On 3 October the pewly installed
Chancellor, Prince Max of Baden, in-
itiated moves for a negotiared peace
with the allies. Vorwarts, the SPD
paper immediately changed its
patriotic tune: “Enough of death; not
one more man must fall’. The next
day negotiations began for the inclu-
sion of the SPD in the government.
For the bourgeoisic, this was infinire-
ly preferable to revolution.

In order that this manoeuvie
could be successfully carried out
however the secial democrais insisted
that the Kaizer would have to ab-
dicare, As Ebert told Prince Maxon 7
Movember, unless the abdication of
the Kaiser were made known to the
workers that very evening ‘the whole
lot will desert 1o the independent” (the
USPDY.

Al the beginning of November; in
a final attempr to create a better rela-
tionship of forces for armistice
negotiations, the German fleer was
ordered to sea. The sailors in Kiel,
knowing the war to be lost, mutinied.
A mass meeting of 20,000 clected a
sailors’ eonncil, Workers and sailors’
councils sprung up all along the coast
On 5 Movember a demonstration of
40,000 in Hamburg voled for a
‘republic of workers conneils” — and
look power in thetown,. The German
revolution had besun,

In the next few davs workers
councils were established throughounr
Germany, On 9 November the
Kaisers's abdication was announced.
SP 1eader Ebert was proclaimed Im-
perial - Chancellor. But this only
beightened the workers expectations.
Thousands of workers in Berlin took
tor the streets believing that at last the
socialist republic was ai hand.

Learning  that Liebknechr was
aboul to proclaim the republic at a
mass meeting  outside the royal
palace, Scheidemuann, one of the two
or three top SPD leaders dechared toa
mass meering outside the Reichstag:

*The workers have won all along the-

line — long live the republic!”.

On 12 November the SPD
declared: 'The government created by
the revolation, the policy of which is
purely. socialisl, 15 seiting itself the
task of implementing a socialist pro-
sramme.” But such talk was ‘pure’
demagogic manoeuvre, aimed at
preventng the workers going over to
the USPD.

On the evening of the declaration
of the republic Ebert made a secret

phone ¢all to the German high com-

mand in the form' of General Groner,
They made an agreement: the army
woutld remain loval to the government
provided that Ebert cooperated in
crushing ‘anarchy’ and ‘Bolshevism®,
While proclaiming  the socialist
republic in public, in private they
were  ploting  the  murder  of
thousands - of workers and their
revolutionary leaders,

The government formed out of
these revolutionary cvents al the
beginning of Movember congisted of
three members each from the USPD
and the SPD. Liebknecht refused to
join the governmeni because he
would not bhe ‘prisoner of a non-
revolutionary majority’. This was ob-
viously a characterisation not only of
Ebert and Scheidemann, but at least
of some of the leaders of his own par-
ty, the centrist USPD.

The bourgeoisie had secured an
important  victory through the

treachery of the SPD leaders — an
agreement to crush. the  revoln-
tonaries. They secured -another im-
portant -agreement with the trade
upions on 15 November, the ‘Work-
ing “Alliance agreement’, which
granied the workers important con-
cessions bur recognised implicitly the
right of the bosses to keep ownership
of the factories.

The joint SPD-USPD government
called itself the "Council of Peaples
Commissars’ — and this a government
under the leadership of FEbert and
Scheidemann! The decisive thing now
was whether this government would
base irself on. the mushrooming
waorkers councils or whether it would
force the ‘movement back inio
parligmentary chanmels, Naturafly
Eberr and Scheidemann were oppos-
ed root and branch 1o a government
based on the councils — which in ef-
fect would have meant rhe destruction
of the bourgeois state and the creation
of a workers state,

MNow the SPD leaders carried out
the ‘most daring and destructive of
counter-revolutionary  manoeuvres,
Everywhere the SPD had gone inlo
the workers councils, and in many
places were in the leadership. Many
workers clearly did not grasp the
political differences between the SPD
and the USED. The SPD now fought
for the creation of a constituent
assembly — in effect a parliament.
Thev argued the necessily to combine
parliamentary power with the ex-
istence of workers councils — know-
ing full well that once a parliament
wias in place, and the bourgeois army
still intact, the councils would wither
and die.

The crucial turning poinl was the
First Congress of the Warkers and
Soldiers Councils held in Berlin on 30
December 1918, 448 delepates were
present — 289 from the SPD (80 per
cent), 90 from the USPD {20 per cent)
other groups 25 (5 per cent). Only ten
of the USPD belonged 1o the revolu-
tionary Spartakist faction. The Spar-
takist leaders were not elected as
delegates and the congress refused to
ddmit them.

The choice facing the congress
was clear. Two resolutions summed it
up. The first called for electionsto a
constituent assembly on 19 January
1919, The second for all power to the
workers councils. Ebert, in his open-
ing address, carefully confused the
issue by calling for the new socialisl
state 1o be based on-a ‘firm founda-
tion® to "achigve itz socialist goals”,
The SPD deleration voted salidly for
the convening of & constituent
assembly, :

But the USPD delegation was
characten=tically  confused. The
voting — 400 for convening a consti-
tuent assembly, with 50 against; 98
for all power to the workers councils,
344 against — showed tThar. 48
detegares, most from the USPD, had
voted for both resolutions!

A revolutionary opportunity,
which if grasped would have changed
the face of European and world
politics, was thrown away by the
souial democratic traitors.

Ernest Daumig, a leader of the
USPDrand later a leader of the Com-
munist Party summed it up in his ad-
dress o the conference:-

“When the history of these
revolutionary  weeks is  wnitlen,
people will smile and say: “Were
they sa blind 25 not to see thut they
were pulling ropes round their own
necks?™ For anyone whe thinks
clearly must perceive thal the
jubilant approval of the Matlonal
Assembly is equivalent to o death
sentence of the system of which
they are now o part, the council
system. {(3)

he tragedy of the situation was
that the Spartakists were in such a
small minority, Although of course
l'.!lﬂ'rr: were  thousands of revolu-
tionaries in the USPD, the majority
of the leadership was weak and
vascillating. But Luxemburg and
Licbknecht had oniy a few thousand
organized supporters.

In & revolutionary situalion no
amount of revolutionary acumen
makes up for lack of numbers, The
ten Spartakises at the December con-
ference were swamped by the solid
phalanx of Ebert's supporters.

In four years the reformist leaders
had gone from being super-patriots 1o
‘people’s commisars’. Bul always
with the intention of strangling the
revolution.
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N N'DABERI reviews the Penguin publicarion 117 DAYS

which refls the story of RUT

Africar Freedom fighter.

FIRST. a brave South

When they released Ruth First from deten-
tion after 117 days she was 'convinced that it
was not the end, that they would come again’.

They did come again.
But this time it was not
with an order for her ar-
rest, Instead it was with a
package bomb which hlew
her apart.

They arrested her
without trial, or charges,

ust usm% the notormua
90 day' law. Then they
decided to kill her, so the
regime again without trial
or charges sentenced her to
death and duly carried out
its bloody sentence.
Penguin has done a
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useful service by bringing
out a new edition of this
little book in which Ruth
describes her experiences
in South Africa’s jails.

The cover of the book
tells us why she was in-
carcerated and why she
died so suddenly
hidepusly. It shows Rurth
addressing a meeting,
Behind her 15 a banner
which says ‘Freedom from
Apartheid.’

That was Ruth First's

and'

life — the struggle to rid
South Africa of its tyran-
nous and violent white rul-
ing class. She fought for a
South Africa, where all
pcurlc, black and whire,

could Jw. together in
Peau:e and harmony. This
d her to join the Com-

munist Party and the
African National Con-
Bress,

Although she remained
for the rest of her life a
loval member of the South
African Communist Par-

ty, probably one of the
most Stalinist of Stalinist
parties outside  Albania,
she was a person of integri-
ty and courage, When the
USSR switched its posi-
tions on Eritrea’s right 1o
sclf - determination, she
stayed with the Leninist
principle of self deter-
munation.

She guestionsd the
Stalinist theory of the
revolution in stages and
saw that the national
democraric revolution in

South Africa would merge
into the socialist revolu-
non.

The courage with
which she fought for her
political convictions  sus-
rained her during her time
in jail. This side of her per-
sonality comes out in the
book. The unending inter-
rogations; the dreadful
ilumbmg effect of isola-
tion; the never-ending fear
that someonc has broken
and  ‘leaked’ - putting

evervone else in danger.

e

All that she overcame
by an indominatable will
lo survive. Because sur-
vival meanl carrying on

the struggle for liberation
and soaalism.
Her courage stands out

like a beacon in contrast to
her torturers and tormen-
tors who had to resort to
the cowardly weapon of a
parcel bomb to destroy
her, They killed Ruth First
but they will never kill the
noble ideas that she gave
her life for.

Rt
_______________________ S

‘The “SUS" laws are for black men.

The prostitution laws are for black women.’

By Judith Arkwright

LAST WEEK 15 prostitutes in the Kings Cross
area of London occupied the Holy Cross
Church in protest against police harassment
and protection of pimps. A member of the
English Collective of Prostitutes which is in-
volved in the occupation — a traditional
method of seeking sanctuary from harassment
— explained how it all started...

“We run a legal service
for prostitutes in Lthe area.
They-have-been coming (o
us since Anril.

‘A sernies of incidents
led to the occupation.
Women who were trying
1o get independent from
their pimps were going to
the police and the police
would do nothing. A

woman might say that her
Eimp has threatened o
reak her leges and  the
police would say that they
couldn’t do anything until
he had. Then last week one
woman's boyfriend was
done for pimping.
*Another prostitute
had her kid taken away by
social services and finally a

Angela Davis —

woman in the area was
raped and then was called
a prostitute by police.

‘The real problem and
reason for the occupation
is that the police just will
not do anything about the
pimps. They say all the
pimps are black. But what
gbout all the white
hoteliers who are charging
women £85 for them and
their child. They're pimps
as welll*

*This iz industrial ac-
tion — the pimps and the
police are the bosses here.”

“The demands of the
WOImen are;

#® That the police and the

No answers for women

THE Women's Press has just published & naw
book by Angela Davis. "Women, Race and
Class” was reviswed in the American
newspaper The Militant by Laura Moorehead
which we reprint here In a shortened version.

I saw this book in a
local bookstore and 1 im-
mediately hought it 1
bought 1t because ir is writ-
ten by Angela Davis.

In 1969 and 1970, asa
;:nmfl.'ﬁ:so[ at the University
of Califormia in  Los
Angeles, Davis was twice
fired for her membership
i the Communist Party.

In 1970, she was put on
the FBI's. *‘Ten Most
Wanted' list accused of
murder and kidnapping in
connection with an attack
On a courtroom by 2 man
she had worked with in
defence of ' political
prisoners. - When Davis
was finally canght, she was
thrown in prison for six-
teen months.

Millionz  of people
around the world, par-
ticularly young blacks,
identified with her plight
and her defence of black
prisoners.  They  par-
ticipated in the interna-
tional protest campaign
that secured her acquirtal.

It is both her own per-
sonal struggle and the im-
pact of her defense cam-
paign on the black move-
ment that bring authority

to the name Angela Davis,
and require a look at her
political writings.

As history, much of
Women, Race and Class is
rewarding reading, par
ticularly ~ the  chapters
‘Black women and the
Club  Movement,” _and
“Women Suffrage at the
Tuarn of the Century: The
Rising Influence  of
Racism.® Both of these are
solid contributions to the
history of hlack women as
activists  in the anti-
Iynching movement, and
shed light on the impact of
the development of the
Umited Stales as #@n im-
perialist power on the
campaign to win the vote
far women.

Bur Women, Race and
Class is serionsly flawed, It
never delivers on the pro-
mise of the title.

The main weakness 15 a
political one.  Nowhere
does Davis lay out a road
forward for women today.
She simply concentrates
on excoriating segments of
the leaderchip of the past
and present  American
ferminist movemenr  for
therr racist 1deas.

She never explains that
the key to this racism is
these misleaders' reliance
on the ruling class to give
women some equality, in-
stead of allying with the
working class and rthe
black and Latino com-
mumnitics to fight againse
the governmenl, which is
the main enemy of all the
oppressed and exploited.

It's this fundamental
political error that leads to
ignoring or downplaung
the strupple for the in-
terests of the most op
pressed women, because
these present the higgest
challenge (o the capitalists
who own the government,

By constantly counfer-
posing  the  fight  for
women’s  rights the
strugele. for hlack rights
and the struggles of work-
ing women, Davis implies
that blacks, women, and
working people have some
conflicting inlerests.

For example, in the
chapter titled ‘Rape,
Racism and the Myth of
the Black Rapist,” she
talks abour author Susan
Brownmiller’s reactionary

and racist views. Then
Davis  suggesis that
Brownmiller © 15 reaily

‘defending ' the  particular
cause of white women,
regardless of its implica-
tiomns.

waomen's committees  of
the GLC, Camden, [sl-
ington and  Hackney
organise 3 meeting bet-
ween the prostirues and
Commander Chambers;
head of the *E" Division
responsible for  Argyle
Square,

& That a meeting 15 held
with MPs who want to
know the truth about the
illegality and racism of the
police  from prostitute
women themselves.

@ That a worker is
seconded from the local
authorities. lo  monitor
police in Argvle Square for
the next month. This is to

available fromm The Other
Bookshops—- 328 Upper St
Loendon N1 and 14 Digbeth,
Birmingham at £4.95,

This is a typical guote.

And it's  politically
fatal and dead wrong. The
interests of women, in-
cluding the overwhelming
majority of white women,
are insepergble from the
interests of blacks and
Latinos, and from the
struggle of the entire
working class {o be free of
capitalist exploitation and
appression.  Racists ke
Brownmiller whe mas-
querade  as  feminists
hinder” the canse: of
women's aquality.

To =ay that there are
sOme special *white
WOMLn's imleresis’ is (o
imply that the siruggle for
women's eguality can be
advanced ai the expense of
Blacks and workig peo-
ple.

Sex, race, and class are
three separate questions,
bul for black women they
are the tniple signposts of
our  oppression. —  and
Davis's  book leaves us
nowhere to go (o liberate
ourselves from this triple
stranglehold.

. There  Thave  been
significant  developments
affecting the biack move-
ment in the last few years
that begin to deal seriously
with this guestion. It
would have been good if
Davis's book had discuss-
ed them.

Prostitutes protest
police harassment

protect women working
there from possible retalia-
tion for the action that the
prostitutes have taken.

@ Guarantees of
mediare protection,
welfare and housing. for
women to - get off the
game.

In response 1o these
demands Camden Council
hawve reed to appoint
two Dl'lgi.r:rh te help find
immediate  solutions (o
provide  housing  and
welfare for women trying
0 leave prostitution.

Other demands
relating to control of the
police: are  still under

im-

negotiation.  But  the
women point out that the
first step has to be to
monitor police activity and
their links with the pimps.

The ECP spokes-
woman pointed out; *The
“eng't laws are for black
men and the prostitution
laws are for black women.’
These are the only two of-
fences which rely solely on
pl.:r[n.r. evidence bor convic-

tion,

‘Mrs Thatcher s put-
ting these women on the
streats, We call the women
who come from the north
on the away-davs ““That-
cher's girls"."

L, a young black
woman who is 20 years old
and on the game said:

Well, 1 support these
ladies because the police
and the pimps are our
main enemy,

‘I give you an exam-
ple. I came here 10 see how
the ladies here were getting
on. A police car stopped
and picked me uop for
soliciting on the way. They
keep nicking us like this
and we keep having to pay
the fines. °

5 “The police are in with
the pimps. | got my bag
nicked  last week. 1

couldn’t go to the police
because the men that snat-
ched it will hear about me
from the palice,

‘When you give up
your pimp and become in-
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dependent, vou get ar-
resied about once a week
or a fortnight. When [ had
a pimp [ didn't get arrested
so much,

‘The pimps are like the
palice, they keep a check
on your, | rried to run away
to Birmingham once, but
after two months my pimp
caught up with me.

‘The other day we saw
some pimps in the area
talking to the police, shak-
g hands.”

‘I zot on to the game
because of what hugpened
to me when [ was 10. [ got
raped and I decided to get
mv awn back. But once
yau are on the game you
can't get off it. My mum
comes down to the Cross
to try and get me. I’d like
to get back to a warm
house, but I can't get away
from it now. I've been at
the Cross for 3-4 years.

‘The last time I was ar-
rested the policeman asked
me why [ supported the oc-
cupation as he said it
couldn’t win, |

‘But I think that we can
win because there 15 a lot
of people behind us. 1
hope that we do win and
we do stop the police and
the pimps.’

Messages supnort
Engiish Co Ier.frvénpg_.r' J-'r;
stitutes, Women's Centre, 7
Tﬁnbrrdge Street,  Kings
Cross, London WO Tel
{1-837 7300,
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One day DHSS

By Bob Hopkins

A ONE DAY national strike of
social security personnel has
besan cailed for next Friday. It has
been caused hecause the staff
are fed up with over-work and
under-staffing at a time when
the workload, dua to the in-
crease in unemployment, is go-
ing through the roof.

Tha dispute startad at the Er-
dington dole office in Birmingham 10
weseks ago. A young woman staff
mambar burst into tears because of
prassure of work. One more offica
has baan called out each weak in Bir-
mingham until the stoppage has
besn mada total,

The management of the area, no
doubt under government pressurs,
offared extra staff on a temporary
basis only — and in return have
demanded concessions on working
conditions.

Despite the drawn out nature of
this dispute the dole staff has refus-
ad to knuckle under. At a mass
mesting last week they threw out a
ravised offer by a massive majority.

is @ pensionar.

Thank ‘wvou Laurence

TION (Usual price £2.95).
Subscription Rates:

10 issues £2.00
Overseas: 12 months only

Name.......oco..
Address..

ERCEEE TP T T PP

Special Offer
Please send me...........

SUBSCRIBE!|

London N1 2XQ

Registorad as 5 rowapeager with the Pust Offloe..
Published by Cardinal Enterprises, PO Box 50, London N1,
Printed By Esst End Offser (TU) Ltd, London EL

FUND DRIVE ‘82

A letter from a pension

IN RESPONSE to Laurance Scott's strike committes I
E280 donation to Socialist Challenge last week, we {
recieved a £5 donation from one of our readers who

Christmas is coming

Here in part is what  and this means lean
‘Hose wrote to us with  times for Socialist
her donaticn: Challange. L

Our thanks to these contributors:  ~——_ /

Scatt’st You are hoiping the =
paper who struggles: for the Glasgow £25.00
ome thay 15 sick, invalid, old, Cardifl 4E.%0
young and out of work! You Wardle 600
siruggle for those who suffer, Eirmingham 00100
and that is why your paper is Pietrasik ‘-Iﬂﬂ
n'::f/ paper! I have nothing o EXibiss B.00
add except o send o all, Caaléan 400
Sy 5.0
socialist enge =il the 3 =
love that I Have Eﬁ my-heart S.E. Landon 200.00
for then! Manchester 160,00
Huddersfisld 15
Wea hope everyone of Standing Orders 178.50
our raaders takes this to Lambeth pensiodner 5080
heart and at least mat- Total 86800
ches Rose’s contribu- Total so far £10,236.91
tion, Remember Required by Dec 31 £15.000

SPECIAL OFFER

For readers who take out a year's inland
subscription we are offering a free copy of Alan
Freeman's new book THE BENN HERESY. The
book normally costs £3.50

Alteratively we are offering Henri Weber's
book NICARAGUA — THE SANDINIST REVOLU-

Inland: 12 months £14.00/8 months £7.00

Surface & Europe £17.00/Air mail £24.00
{Please dalete as appropriate)
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Send to Socialist Challange, P.O, Box 50,

strike called

For this strike to be won serious
lessons have to be lsarned from the
heaith workers dispute. First, the
dispute must not be dragged out In-
definitely — against intransigent
employers you must escalate and
azcalate quickly. They must be hit
hard from tha word ‘go’. The feeling

‘is thare amaong the members, and if

the one-day strike brings no response
from manegement an all-out strike
must ba called straight away.

It's time the left leaders of the
CPEA — and in particular president
Kevin Roddy, a supporter of Milirant
— got their fingers out.

Secondly the positive feature of
the health dispute was the appeal to
other sections of the labour move-
meant. The dole unions should reach
out 1o other sections of the labour
movement. Most important, the
leadership of the trade unions con-
cernad — the CPSA and the SCPS —
must make clear that the kind of
dithering which the health unions’
leadarzhips have shown will not be
tolerated.

er
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By Brian Grogan

BRITISH STEEL is to sack 1,702 workers at its
special stesl plants in South Yorkshire. Thess

will come on top of the cuts aiready plannad to
be complaeted by March next year. In
Rotherham mill this means a further 323 in ad-
dition to the 794 just announced.

The response ‘of the
Iron. and Steel: Trades
Confederation, the largest
union in the industry, has
been pathetic. “This for-
ther loss of jobs®, said a
spokesperson, g d
tragedy, but we are relicv-
ed that ai least there is not
another works closure’.
But the present announce-
ment bnngs lo more than
3,51k} the redundancies an-
nounced in rhe past two
weeks alope. How can
anyone be C‘relieved at
that?

The unions at a local

level are, however,
meeting to work out a plan
of resistance, In
Rotherham  mill, the
unions - are  refusing . o
meet management till after
their joint committes con-
venes on Friday,

Mick Woods, works
convenor of the boiler-
makers.  explained o
Socialist Challenge. ‘We
stand by "a ‘mieeting of
South Yorkshire crafts of
six. months ago. Then we
decided unanimously to
do everything necessary to

FIRST "wE &ET THE
RETURNS FROM THE DOLE
OFFICES ALL OVER THE

save jobs and living stan-
dards. And this could
mean strike. Our bottom
line is no compulsory
redundancies, We  have
already had all the volun-
tary redundancies
were. Now EVEryone wanis
& job. We expect & fight.”

The strategy of the
ISTC leadership is wor-
thiess. According to them,
“These redundancies rein-
force our case for a special
buying agency 1o handle
all imported steel’. Asif
this was the problem:

there

There has been a
drastic contraction of the
engineering. industry over
the past two and a half
years as 4 direct result of
Thatcherite policies. MNo
solution in the interests of

these

within
policies is possible — least
of ail with the ridiculous
suggestion of a ‘special
buyving agency”.

workers

The central task of the
umion leadership iz o
show how  militant
résistance to these closures
can by continued imto a2
fight for a government
which plans for the expan-
sion of the economy and
breaks decisively with the
profit motivated system on
which the Torles rest.
Without thar a jobs
massacre on-a truly mam-
moth scale will be pushed
throngh, including the
closure of two large planis.

@ More steal coverage
on pages dand 5.

THE STATISTICS CHAFS
AT THE TREASURY Say
THAT THiS WL PROBABLY
RETUCE THE LNEMPLOYMENT
AIGURES BYAsouT THAN




