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June? No
time to lose!

-

THE PRESS is alive with speculation on the prospects of
a June election. Pundits argue whether this is the best
‘time for the Tories to catch the Labour leadership on the

sell-out. -
Terry Duffy and Denis Healey
have resumed the offensivé ag-

hop.

But for sure, if Thatcher
goes ahead now, she has a
good chance of catching
the Labour left unpre-
pared. _

With opinion polls still show-
ing a substantial Tory lead, and
gloom, slump and sell-outs on
the industrial front, the labour
movement is not in a confident
mood. And many on the left are
responding with a retreat from
the last four years’ struggles for
radical policies and for Labour
democracy.

Tony Benn declares that ‘‘if
you spend all your time niggling
away at the difficulties, then you
are actually assisting Thatcher’s
prospect of victory’’. ‘“You can’t
really argue that continued pol-
arisation of the Party would lead
to any hope of removing the
Thatcher government’’.

- Nigel Williamson in London
Labour Briefing argues that
warnings about the incomes-
policy implications of the ‘Nat-
ional Economic Assessment’
““are less than helpful... it is
surely the task of socialists now
to highlight and campaign upon
the positive aspects of the [Lab-
our Party campaign] docu-
ment’’. '

But why is Labour’s support
low enough to give demolition-
squad Toryism real prospects of
another term in office? Not be-
cause working class people are
contented with their situation,
and want a comfortable busi-
ness-as-usual message!

Labour’s handicap is that aft-
er the record of 1974-9 millions
no longer believe in Labour’s —
or anyone else’s — capacity to
bring progress. It is that sort of
despair that has made it possible
for Thatcher to retain support
while preaching a ‘‘return to
Victorian values’’.

The despair can be cleared
away only by the Labour Party
and unions advancing bold pol-
icies and — just as important —

By Harry
Sloan

oo

demonstrating a will to fight for
them. ~

That cannot be done without
mobilising the Left. The Labour
right wing is calling no pre-elec-
tion truce. And if the Left calls a
one-sided truce, all it can do is
confirm working-class voters in
the belief that the radical pro-
mises in the campaign document
are strictly for show — just like
the 1974 manifesto.

The opening of the union con-
ference season has seen drowsy
delegates listening to perora-
tions on the wonders of the latter
day social contract — the ‘Nat-
ional Economic Assessment’.

Union leaders determined to
deliver the goods on wage con-
trol to a re-elected Labour gov-
ernment have been flexing their
muscles against their rank and
file members in the Cowley

Benn

ainst unilateral nuclear dis-
armament. ‘

But what of the Left? Where is
the organised reply to the tightly
knit right wing action that would
lose us the election or at best
kick Labour voters in the teeth
with a re-run of 1974-9?

Nearly two months ago — in
good time for any election cam-
paign — an enthusiastic 100-
strong meeting in the House of
Commons set up Socialists for a
Labour Victory to offer a rank

‘and file alternative that will turn

outwards to link up with-strugg-
les in the unions, the mass anti-
missiles campaign, and build

- the broadest possible working

class support.

Yet May Day finds the SLV
still largely marking time, and
still to an alarming extent re-
stricted to existing left wing
circles in the London area.

Of course there have been dif-

~ficulties: the boundary com-

mission changes — which hand
another dozen safe seats to the
Tories — have forced a number
of left-wingers who support the
SLV to look for new seats. There
have been organisational prob-

, lems.

But time is running out, and it
is reaching the point where the
SLV must get itself firmly on the
road to a rank and file campaign
if it is not to concede complete
control to the right wing.

Some of the MPs appear to be
getting cold feet on the question
of an independent campaign.
Tony Benn, who sent apologies
to the SLV founding meeting,
has made call after call to shelve
polemic within the Labour Party,
and supported the National Eco-
nomic Assessment. Perhaps
others will follow him in this
retreat. .

But if we are going to build an
anti-Tory campaign that will win
the enthusiasm of workers on
the shop floor, dole queues and
council estates, and at the same
time prepare the fight for social-

1st policies under a Labour gov-
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EDITORIAL

Mayday and
the sp|r|t
| of Mamsm

,EIGHT years ago, on May Day 1975 workers around the world
celebrated one of the greatest victories since the Russian Revol-
ution. North Vietnamese and NLF forces had finally taken
Saigon-to end three decades of struggle for national liberation.

In the aftermath of this defeat for the armed might of Amer-
ican imperialism, struggles against US-backed and reactionary
regimes in other parts of the world received a major boost, while
US intervention was severely restricted. Further victories were
recorded — the liberation of Angola and Mozambique from

colonial rule, the overthrow of the Shah of Iran and the oustmgl

of Nlcaraguan dictator Somoza.

But it was always plain that the |mpenahsts would not

simply fold their arms and surrender their control over whole
areas of the world. Since 1980 we have seen increasingly deter-
mined attempts to prevent further defeats, and if posmble
reverse gains made by the oppressed masses. -

In Central America, Reagan is not only seeking to step up
military efforts to preserve the bloodstained- regime in El

Salvador, but also funnelling vast sums into a ClA-run covert
operation to harry and if possible overturn the Nicaraguan
government. In Southern Africa, military and economic resour-
ces are being channelled by the apartheld rulers into guerrilla
movements aimed at defeatmg the reglmes in Angola and
Mozamblque s

And in South East Asia, the US military has even plundered
its own armouries to rush heavy artillery to the Thai generals
and enable them to hot up military clashes with Vietnam.

But it is not only the imperialists who are desperately seeking
to retrieve ground they have lost to the oppressed masses.

May Day last year saw thousands of Polish workers defy
martial law regulations and take to the streets in illegal demon-

strations in support of their banned trade union, Solidarnosc. A

year later — and 17 months after the military crackdown on the
biggest and most democratic union in the world — Jaruzelski’s
hatchet-faced bureaucracy is still attempting to stamp out
persistent signs of life in Solrdarnosc and prevent anomr May
-‘Day march.

The irony in Poland — as in all of the Stahmst ruled states — .

is that this repression of the independent organisations and
actions of the working class takes place under the stolen banners
of Marx, Engels and Lenin, which will deck the platforms at
countless “official’”” May Day rallies. In reality they celebrate
only the continued power and prwulege in the hands of the para-
sitic state bureaucracy. .
~ There is little for Polish workers — or the workers of Eastern
Europe and the other Stalinist states — to celebrate until such
time as this bureaucracy is driven from power, and the rule of
‘democratically elected workers’ councils replaces the methods
of bureaucratic diktat and police repression.

But the task of establishing genuine workers power in Poland

is a task that can only be accomplished by the working class —
not the imperialists whose opposition to the Polish and Soviet |

regimes centres not on their reactionary dictatorial methods,
but on the progressive, nationalised economies which are for the
most part outside the world capitalist market. -

It is not the Stalinist rulers, but precisely the nationalised

economies — in which" caprtallsm has been overturned — that

socialists defend. -
This means also, that we cannot stand neutral in the face of

Reagan'’s horrific milrtary build-up. We are-against the US imper-

ialists; achieving a military superiority over the Soviet Union
both because of the ever-growing danger of an actual nuclear

holocaust, and because the main US objective is to intimidate
the Kremlin leaders into doing even less than they are at present

to support the struggles of the oppressed masses in Latin

America, the Middle East, Africa and Asia. |

This is why the-tentacles of US nuclear weaponry are reach-
ing out not only deeper into Europe butinto-South Africa, the
Indian Ocean, Pacific bases and the western seaboard of the
USA to create a global network of terror.

May Day 1983 — despite the high hopes and optrmrsm gener-
ated by the partial victories of the late 1970s — finds the
workers’ movement beset by the same grave problems of leader-
ship and perspective that have hampered It In victory and defeat
for 80 years. ~

In pausing® to extend our solldartty to - those in - struggle
against oppression and exploitation, we must also point to the
utter political bankruptcy of the official ‘Communist’ and
‘Socialist’ parties, and the necessity for a new revolutionary
Ieadershrp to be built in Britain and internationatly.

Against the politics of class collaboration and national chauv-

inism espoused in” each country by Stalinists and social demo-
crats, we must revive the revolutionary spirit of Marxrsm and
the programme developed by Leon Trotsky. |

‘Workers of the world unitel You have nothing to lose but
your chams

THE sight of 300 delegates wear-

ing pink triangles was ong of the
most striking features of the NUT
conference in Jersey at Easter. It

was an impressive sign of solidar-
ity with the gay delegates who
were potentially criminalised by
the NUT’s decision to hold its
conference in Jersey where homo-
sexual acts are still illegal. -

The NUT Executive couldn’t
claim ignorance. The left and the

‘Gay Teachers Group had opposed

the original decision to hold the
conference in Jersey and the
Executive had been informed by
a Jersey solicitor of the possible

consequences.
~In the circumstances the Exec-
utive’s action showed total

indifference to the interests of -

10% of union members. A motion

‘on gay rights, calling not just for
equal opportunity but for the

encouragement of a positive
attitude - towards homosexuality
in the curriculum had been
supported by the Gay Teachers
Group, the Socialist Teachers
Alliance and the Socialist Workers
Party. It was passed by 11
branches of the union, but only
came 33rd in the voting on prior-

Defend Hackne

By Tony
Gard

- ities and therefore tould not- be

debated by conference.
Clearly a campaign to educate

members and win the union’s

support is needed. The campaign
got underway in earnest in Jersey,
the choice of venue forcing the
left as a whole to make 1ts

- position clear.

On the first morning of con-
ference Peter Bradley, a member

of the Gay Teachers Group anda

delegate from the West London
branch of the union attempted to
speak against the vote of thanks
for the welcome from the bailiff
of Jersey.

As soon  as Peter
word ‘gay’,

got to the

out of order.

He did this three times,
preventing Peter from getting
further than the third sentence
of his speech. While some dele-

“Alliance

the President, Alf
“Budd rang his bell to rule lum '

S

~gates showed their reactionary
prejudice, far more people were
outraged by the ,
treatment of Peter Bradley.

The Socialist Teachers
and Gay Teachers
Group . appealed successtully to
delegates to wear pink trlangles
and for half an hour of ‘same

sex’ dancing at the young teachers
‘dance that evening. *

The Gay Teachers Group leaf-
let on the following. day asked

. where Conference 1984 would be
held? And replied ‘Come to sunny

Johannesburg’.

A press conference was held to
launch the booklet ‘Schools Out’

produced by the STA and the
Gay Teachers Group. Several hun-
dred copies were sold at confer-
ence, and orders were taken for
hundreds more,

Several branches took coples

- for use in union casework.

The fringe meeting organised
on the Tuesday night of confer-
ence was probably the most
successful meeting on gay rights
held in the trade union move-
ment, It attracted 200 delegates
and was addressed by Alan Jack-

NHS!

“No cuts in our health ser-
vice” is the slogan on the
Hackney Health Emergenoy
banner.

The divide between us and
them was there for everyone to
see at

on Monday when a motion was
put to keep open St Leonards, a
very popular local hospital, at

“least until the new hospital under

construction, 1s opened.

All the speakers against -the
motion were people who do not
live in Hackney, who do not use
the Hackney hospitals and will
not be at risk from the closure.
One, for example, was a consul-
tant with beds at the powerful.
major teaching hospital.

Despite  their empty and
p1t1fu1 protests about the agon-
ising pain of taking such a
decision (forced to do it — by a
Tory government they suppport!)
their hands went up in favour of
closing the hospital.

The members of the DHA who

live in Hackney voted to keep it

open. The vote was 8-8.

The chairperson, a rich Tory
who lives in London’s West End,
then started to speak before he
cast his vote. It was too much for

the public to stomach and two.

pcusioncrs said that he should

. the City and Hackney
District Health Authority meeting

By Andrea Carnpbell

take their vote and demanded

that he listen to them.
Instead, outraged that the
public should dare to speak, and
obvrously keen to cast his vote in
private, he adjourned the meeting
to closed session.

The farce of how decisions are
taken to close hopsitals was a

lesson which will not be for-
gotten quickly by the people
‘observing’ the meeting. Several
pensioners pointed out the hypo-
crisy and dishonesty of calling a
meeting ‘public’ when no-one was
allowed to speak and put their
point of view.

Hackney Health Emergency,

the local campaign launched in

February which organised the
200-strong lobby of the meeting,

'1s determined that St. Leonard’s

Hospital will stay open and that
there will be no cuts in the NHS
in Hackney.

St. Leonards is a small 97 bed

hospital with a limited accident

and  emergency  department,

covering a very densely populated -

area with an ageing populationn
and all the problems of the inner
city. In 1979 there was a major

campaign to keep it open and

now the flght is on again.

- Leafletting
-shopping areas provided 10,000
signatures against the closure. 100 - -

Hackney has 17,000 people
~unemployed, one adult in every
five. The NHS js now the. largest
~ single employer in the Borou gh.

If the District Health plan goes -

through, 300 jobs will be directly
affected.

Juggled statistics and distorted -
‘facts’ and all the now s1ckening.---'
ly familiar arguments —

.C‘the
building is in disrepair” (why?),
“we can’t staff _the hosp 1tal”
(why?), “conditions are unsafe”
(why?) were trotted out.

But on the lobby a large'

numberwere pensioners who have

used St. Leonards all their lives —

many were born there — and they
treated the arguments with the
contempt they deserved.

The consultation document

will now go out, and we will have

~ three months to organise before
.the final decision is taken.

Meanwhile,
Emergency

Hackney Health
is growing weekly.
in market§ and

GPs  signed a special petition.
Two public meetings (a third is
planned) have brOUght dozens of
offers of help.

The campaign™has strong sup- .

port from hospital workers in the

District. Already there have been

two  mass nmeetings at St.

Leonards to discuss opposing the

closure

President’s

- London Gay -Teachers

Solidarity with gay teac hers

son of Wandsworth NUT and the
Gay Teachers Group, Wendy
Hewing of Lambeth NUT, an SWP
member and Bernard Regan a
member of the union executive
and the STA.

The discussion at the meeting
showed clearly the strides which

- gay rights had made at the confer-

ence. Alan Jackson’s own speech

-in the conference session on the

Executive Report, pointing out

the union’s indifference to gays, |
- made a very deep impression.

The Daily Mail and the Daily

Express showed their reactionary.

prejudices at their worst in attaTk- -
ing gay teachers. In particular,

‘Keith Waterhouse’s article in the
. Express on 5 April actually defen-

ded children’s right to verbally
abuse gay teachers.
Much needs to- be done to

- maintain the momentum gained

in Jersey. For a start, union
meémbers should _write to their
paper, The Teacher, to protest .

against Alf Budd’s treatment of

Peter Bradley.
Local branches of the union
should hold meetings on gay

rights addressed by members of

the Gay Teachers Group. Con-
stant pressure should be- put on

' the union executive to take a

national stand on the issue of
gay rights,

One important and practical
way that this can -be forwarded
is the decision of the union to
negotiate agreements with the
local authorities on equal oppor-
tunities which should ' include
clauses on sexual orientation.

Copies of ‘Schools Out: Gay
Rights and Education’, published
by the Gay Teachers Group and

-the Socialist Teachers Alliance

(price £1) can be obtained from-
Group,
" BM Gay Teacher, London WCIN
3XX.

I.abour Campalgn for
Gay Rights, c/o 61A
Bloom St, Manchester 1
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The British. Telecoms unions’
campaign to fight the privatisa-
tion of BT is beginning to escal-

-ate. In London, POEU blacking of

maintenance work which initially
covered the Bank of England,

‘has been spread to cover all

government buildings in the
London area except for Bucking-
ham Palace, just in case the COI’g[S
catch flu and need an ambulance.
UCW telephone operators
refused to scab on the POEU,
when telephone fault control was
withdrawn-from Whitehall.
Meanwhile, as part of the
reorganisation of BT, in prepara-
tion for privatisation, Swansea
POEU branch have been told by
management that they intend to
pay off 80 workers over and
above the expected job wastage
in the- current financial year
which has just begun. This.is just
under 10% of the Swansea engin-
¢ering workforce. A similar notifi-

cation has been given to Cardiff

branch. The Swansea branch

-ings will provide an ideal opp

By Ricky Houston

immediately called an overtime
ban with life and limb cover only.

The overtime .ban may spread

to other parts of Wales as further
management intentions are reveal-
ed. -
- The POEU NEC and full time
officers are currently touring the
country to hold meetings on
members’ problems. These meet-
or-
tunity for demands from the rank
and file. for more information on
the plans to oppose privatisation
and for stepping up the fight.

The recent press release by
POEU general secretary, Brian
Stanley, concerning the London
industrial action, does not offer
much hope.

He makes it

clear that the
n T T 1

B The Socialists for a Labour Vtctory campaign, launched last
l month, has now done its first mailing to Constituency Labour

| Parties.

~

- offiCially sanctioned action is to

register opposition to the govern-
ment’s plans, but does not make
any point of the action being
called to aefeat the proposed
Bill, which is now in its final
parhamentary stages.

This has been the official
strategy throughout the cam-
paign, basing all attempts to stop
the Bill purely in Parliament.

The POEU Broad Left have
consistently argued for a cam-
paign spanning across Parliament,

to industrial action to stop the

Bill,, raising the demand that the

- workers of BT must fight the Bill

A letter from campaign secretaries Mandy Moore and Andy |}

Harris calls on CLPs to affiliate, and says that SLV will be pub- |}
lishing leaflets for CLPs to use in campaigning. ~

SLV will also produce suggestions for election actmty, and
to help link the Labour Party with struggles like Greenham
B Common and protests like the People’s March for Jobs..And it il
B preparing a statement for MPs and Labour candidates to sign,

in order to stop it and the subse-

quent huge job losses which may
reach 100 ,000.

LCC

ON April 19, SO supporter
Stan Crooke’s application to
re-join Glasgow Central CLP
(prior to re-organisation he
was in Queen’s Park CLP) was
rejected, thanks mainly to the
efforts of local members of
the Labour Co-ordinating
Committee (LCC).

Stan Crooke was expelled
from the Party last October, for
having written an article for SO
with the alleged
bringing the Party into disrepute.

/}

The appeals tribunal of the La-

bour Party Scottish Executive had

a 2-1 majority in favour of rein-

statement when it heard his
appeal in December.

But when this verdict came be-
fore the right wing dominated
NEC Organisation Sub-committee
in February, the right wing simply
overturned the trnibunal’s verdict
and re-affirmed the expulsion.
~ Stan Crooke wrote to the CLP
asking if it wished to stand by the
expulsion. He was informed that
if he re-applied for membership
he would be accepted as a full

intent®™n of -

by Ronnie Clyde

The application was immedi-
ately challenged by one-time left-
winger Chic McCafferty, who
argued against the application on
the basis of a statement from the
Labour Party Scottish full-timer
that “no application for member-
ship.- from Stan Crooke to any
CLP in the United Kingdom can
be considered unless the NEC re-
gerse their decision at a later

ate”.

, Verdict
Stan Crooke argued that, in re-
applying,” 'he was asking the

branch to stand by the verdict of -

the appeals tribunal rather than
the decision of the NEC, and was
backed up by a “Mlhtant”
supporter, who pointed to the

London CLPs defying the NEC’s

expulsion of members of the
“Mifitant” editorial board.
NUPE full-timer, LCC mem-

>

Sh0pe

Telecom workers lobby Parham ent agamst przvatzsa tion -

bars socialist

-------

.........

accepted, ‘and his fellow LCC

member Eileen Dinning, who was

chairing the meeting, ruled the
application out of order.

-Despite the presence of other

LCC members and two Militant

orters at the meeting, no one

ch llenged her ruling. The appli-
cation was thus rejected.

Such a decision makes a
mockery of the motion passed
just last month at the Labour
Party’s Scottish conference which
opposed any Party member being
expelled for his/her socialist
beliefs. LCC members, including
those ‘at the Crosshill branch

meeting, had enthusiastically de-

clared their support for this
motion as “proof” of their “left-
wing’ credentlals

Unless the - LCC at Scottish
level provides active support for
Stan Crooke’s campaign for re-
instatement, it will be clear that

" the Scottish LCC is just-as much a

gang of witch-hunters as 1ts Eng-
lish counterpart.

Stan Crooke will be appealing
for re-instatement to the 1983

Labour Party national conference,
and local SO supporters have

M T IV T
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Support
the
Greenwich

amendment

SEVERAL union conferences th
summer will have motions suj
porting an amendment to tt
Labour Party constltuuon fro:
‘Greenwich CLP.

The amendment, submitted t
the 1982 Labour Party confe
ence, must by Party rules t
voted on at the 1983 conferenc
Its aim is to reverse the Registe
and the witch-hunt by establisl
ing a positive right for groups t

~operate in the Labour Party.

Even where the amendment a
such is not on conference agend:
trade unionists can campaign fo
it by sendmg 1n resolutions urgin
their union’s Labour Party confe
ence delegation to support Green
wich.

For copies of the amendmen
and of a model trade union resc
lution, contact Greenwich Labou

B comnuttmg them against any Latour/Alliance coalition.
1 Affiliation to SLV is open not only to CLPs but also to trade J
union bodies, Labour Party women’s sections, etc. It costs £3 3

i for organisations, £3 for individuals.
" l Affiliations to, or copies of the mailing from SL\( 28 Mlddle
Lane London N8

‘No time to Iose|

Party, c/o Jon Lansman, 16 Tyle
St., London SE10 9EY (tel
01-853 0056 home 01-278 091]
work)

agreed to initiate a campaign to
ensure a successful appeal. Full
details of the campaign will
appear in future issues of SO.

member again. The issue finally ber, and Labour Party Scottish

came up for a decision at _the  Executive member Bob Thomson
Crosshill branch meeting of April backed up McCafferty, demand-
19. ing that the expulsion had to be

i

¢ Police accountability,
repeal of the Police Biil

¢ A united ireland. Repeal
the Prevention of Terrorism
Act, ban plastic bullets

¢ A socialist foreign policy
supporting liberation move-

ments abroad _
e No formal coalition, no

informal deals. End the

witch-hunt ‘
e A Labour government that

carries out Labour confer-
ence decisions.

¢ Unilatera! nuclear disarm-
ament and removal_ofﬁall
nuclear bases in Britain
e Nationalise the top 25 com-
l panies, return social spend-
ing to 1977 levels in real
i terms 35 hour week, with-
|J drawal from the EEC, expan-
" sion of NHS, education,
house-building. Renation-
| alisation with compensation
J] only on grounds of proven
i need and without gain to the
= recipients
N ¢ No incomes policy. Repeal
] of Tory anti-union laws
e Women's rights, including
l the right to control their own

fortility

= -,
« .
-~

MARCH AND FESTIVAL — MAY 7.
Assemble, Embankment at 10.30am.
March to Brockwell Park, South
London for Festival, including Paul
Weller, Hazel O’Connor and others.

Contact: Mandy Moore/
Andy Harris (joint secretar-
ies), c/o 28 Middle Lane,
L.ondon N8. Affiliation fee:
| * Repeal the Nationality Act  £3 individuals, £5 organis-
- |} and immigration Acts - ations.

-----------------------
N

. ' .
. ‘.
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‘mInternational news
- Step up ||~
- fight on
~ Ireland ||

A RATHER dispirited annual
general meeting of -the La-
bour Committee on Ireland
(LCI),. which campaigns in
the labour movement for Bri-

tish withdrawal, was held in

“London last Saturday (April

23).

Although the LCI could point

to a number of individual achieve-

ments since its last conference, at
the same time it has suffered a
drastic slump in membership, its

‘broadsheet “Labour and Ireland”

has appeared only irregularly, and
there has been a serious lack of
any central leadership to co-ordi-
nate and build a national cam-
paign. A |

There was much beating-of-

breasts about past failings, but

little concrete discussion about
what needs to be done to remedy

the LCI’s prolonged malaise.

The only occasions upon
which life threatened to invade
the proceedings were in relation

- to work in the trade unions and

the production of “Labour and
Ireland”. ~But even then, debate
was muted: everyone agreed on
the need for more and better
union work and issues of “Labour

~and Ireland”; there were merely
- marginal differences of opinion

-

on how to achieve such goals.
Attempts by supporters of
“Socialist Action”, to inject their
own brand of zany politics into
the LCI were however defeated.

Motions were passed committ-
ing the LCI to launch a recruit-
ment campaign; build caucuses in
the unions and make interven-
tions into union national confer-
ences; and increase the size and
frequency of “Labour and Ire-
land”. Unfortunately, as the pre-

‘vious record shows, the passing of

a motion does not necessarily

mean its implementation.
- Although the conference can

hardly be said to have fired any-
one with enthusiasm for work
over the year ahead, provided a
serious effort is made on a firm
political basis the LCI can pull it-
self out of its present rut.

In particular what is needed is:
—a  functioning national leader-
ship capable of initiating country-
wide campaigns; -~ ~
—regular production of “Labour
and Ireland” to raise the profile

of the LCI and help build support

for its politics; .

—a much more serious turn to
trade union work and more syste-

—an emphasis on the basic politi-
cal arguments which have- to be

-~ matic youth work;

confronted if a real labour move- -
ment Irish solidarity campaign is-

to be built, rather than chasing af-

ter the get-rich-quick scenarios in

“Socialist Action”, o
Labour Committee on Ire- -

land, BM Box 5355, London
WEIN 3XX. |

This year the annual fete
organised by the French
Trotskyist group Lutte
Ouvriere is a joint event
with the Ligue |
Communiste
Revolutionnaire.

The fete — at

Presles. near Paris

on Mayv 21-22.23

— 15 2 waekend of
re3Yalron. but

aso of potincs,

with revolution-

ary groups from

many countries
represented.

A contingent of 4
SO supportersis = RE
going over. If you |
want to go, con-
tact Ellen Taylor;. &
532 Abbeydale

Rd, Sheffield 7

(0742 589307)
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CIA’s .
secret war

H

‘produce a secon

by Harry Sloan

BANDYING around the

- warning that the USA could

face a proliferation of Cuban
regimes in - Central
America, President Reagan
is attempting to press-gang
Congressmen and women into

voting massively increased

military aid to El Salvador. -

- But so serious is the danger
that he may lose the vote for the
funds he is seeking, that Reagan

has chosen the unusual step of -

addressing a joint session of the
two chambers of Congregs.

- White House aides and Penta-
gon propagandists have been en-

‘gaged in a non-stop campaign of

button-holing, arm-twisting and
confidence trickery in order to
pressurise Congress into agreeing
to Reagan’s demands.

- Reagan argues that El Salva-

dor is the ‘front line’ against

communist expansion, and that it
is the ‘moral duty® of the Ameri-
Can war machine to stop the
emergence of a ‘second Cuba’ —
whatever the cost in lives and

“human misery.

- He claims that modern Soviet..

fighter planes and even Cuban

combat troops may be stationed
in Nicaragua. And, so the Reagan
story goes, if the bloody regime
in El Salvador should fall to the
FMLN guerillas, the rot could

spread north to Mexico and

south to Panama.
Reagan’s recipe to deal with

this is a further increase in mili-

tary aid to El Salvador and still

‘more cash and arms for the CIA-

sponsored counter—revolutionary-
gunmen currently fighting the-

‘Sandinista government in Nicar-
agua. |

The fact that despite the pre-
sent high level of military aid the
Salvadoran junta ig-icknowledged

r

to be losing the war against the

FMLN - and that the logic of

Reagan’s position must be to fol-

low up aid, arms, and ‘advisers’
with -US combat troops if this
‘front line’ position stands on the
verge of defeat — plainly alarms a
substantial body of Congressmen.

Yet;"though there is consider-

able controversy over the CIA
operations against Nicaragua, no-

. body appears to be pointing to

the possibility that Reagan’s cam-
paign of military harassment and
economic sabotage against Nicar-
agua might actually bring about

by,
~

Reagan’s friends

¥

the very deVéloplﬁent ‘that he

fears — and drive the Sandinistas

firmly into ‘the embrace of the
Stalinists of Havana and Moscow.

It was in fact under such press-
‘ures In the early 1960s that Fidel
Castro’s _ July 26 Movement,

which initially disavowed any soc-
ialist aims, was driven for its self-
defence to mobilise an increasing-

- ly radical mass movement, and to

seek economic support and a mil-
itary alliance with the Soviet bur-

-eaucracy. -
The chief factor limiting such

a development in Nicaragua at the
present time — given the sinister
military threats to the country
througl%

Protest blocks

eaga

THE APRIL 7 edition of ‘New
Scientist’ reports that proposals
for a road-building - scheme in
Honduras with sinister implica-
tions for anti-imperialists and con-
servationists alike have been shelv-
ed temporarily as a result of
forceful protests by environment-
alists. |

- The United States government
wished to put $7.5 million into a
construction project which would
simultaneously cause irreparable
environmental damage and greatly
strengthen Reagan’s plans against
the liberation struggle. |

~ The plan envisages a road to
be built through a large area of
unspoiled natural rain forest near

- the Nicaraguan-Honduran border.

- The ‘La Mosquita’ rain forest
is the ancestral homeland of the

-

G b ety

.......

.......
........

Moskito Indians. Highly inaccess-

ns road

ible, it is a refuge for many rare

- plant and animal species.

- As the forest is situated in the

key border area, it could become

a vital base for the CIA-coordina-
ted raids into the norther provinc-
es of Nicaragua by the counter-
revolutionary supporters' of the
former dictator Somoza.

The improved transport links

provided by pushing a road
through the La Mosquita could

enormously enhance the opera-
tional ability of the counter-revo-
lutionaries to carry out raids as

part of the brutal US strategy of

destabilising the Sandinista regime .

in Nicaragua. |
Protests have so far blocked
US funds for

an’s schemes to devastate the en-

vironment and halt the liberation

struggle in Central America can b

thwarted. . |

a s Qc

R R
S
- o ’.“

e

IR -.;.,:_.-.-'.',-.._;_;-'; e i e e L R iate,
s W%d' s

WHILE Lech Walesa has been granted his job back at the Lenin
Shipyard in Gdansk, the Polish socialist militant Edmund
Baluka (above) has been put on trial by the military regime.
And underground Solidarnosc, leader Josef Pinior has been
‘arrested. Solidarnosc has called for protests on May Day.

CIA-sponsored activities -
based in Honduras and Costa Rica

the project. If
pressure is maintained, then Reag-

— Nicaraguan counter-revolutionaries

e r—

the East/West stru

S

— is the obvious reluctance of the

Soviet bureaucracy to become °
directly- embroiled in the Central

American struggle.

While Reagan paints the con-
flicts in the region as examples of
_ ggle for power,
and the CIA struggles to produce
‘evidence’ of Soviet arms and aid

‘to the FMLN in Salvador, the

Moscow leadership has - stayed
well back from the events, and
even (Castro’s involvement has
been restricted. . '

It seems likely that Reagan
will get at least the lion’s share of
the cash he is seeking from Con-
gress to wage his wars in Central

America: it is seems much less

likely that the guerilla forces in El

Salvador will receive the kind of

arms and aid they need from the
Cuban and Soviet leaders to carry
through the fight to a rapid and
successful conclusion.
Despite ringing phrases from
Havana on May Day and other
ceremonial occasions, the fight
for real political and material sol-
idarity with the struggles of the
oppressed in Central America
must be waged by the internation-
al workers’ movement. ~
- In Britain a step can be taken
towards this by the national lab-
our movement conference on El
Salvador on May 14. Readers ar

r
- .

ight

‘policies | Turkish
uba?

show-

trial

'LABOUR councils . in Hackney,

Islington and Haringey (North
London) are this week discuss-

- ing proposals to show solidarity

with the people and former local
administration of the Turkish

town of Fatsa.

They are expected to support
moves 1o organise a delegation of -

- mayors and local councillors from

cities across Europe to visit the
mass trial currently under way of
159 citizens of Fatsa. . ,

- The trial began on January 12,
and 1s likely to last up to two

‘years. The people of Fatsa are

charged with turning their muni-

~cipal administration into a ‘com-

mune’, and the prosecutor is
demanding death sentences for

263 of them.

They were arrested in July
1980. in an army swoop on the
town just two months before the -
military coup. Fatsa had been
under a left-wing administration
for nine months. |

A Dutch lawyer who observed
part of the Fatsa trial reports that
all the prisoners said they had
been tortured during the 2%
years they had been jailed before
trial, and that they were in
obvious fear of further violence
from military guards.

The delegation is being coor-
dinated by the European Com-

~mittee for the Defence of Refu-

gees and Immigrants (CEDRI),
Missionstrasse 35, Postfach, CH-
4002 Basel, Switzerland.

-~ "
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What was actually decided about
the topics on the agenda and how

~.does it bear on the different

trends expressed in the Council?

FFor example, on Egypt, some
diplomatic wording was agreed
upon, -saying that “we will
approach the Egyptian regime to
the extent that it will distance
itself from Camp David.

The position  of the

of .the Egyptian regime’s charac-
ter, was against approaching
Egypt unless it scraps the Camp
David agreement. It was not what
was agreed in the end but there is
neither unconditional rapproche-
ment but a link between the two.

*On Jordan: The right wing,
wishing to enter the settlement
framework, stressed that there are
1% million . Palestinians living in
Jordan, that we have a common
intcrest, and that 1t 1S better to
start some “movement” on the
political arena, and then we will
scc what will be offered.: |

It it is not in our interest then
we will be able to reject it and
nothing will be lost. |

There are two difficulties in
such a position. it would have
appeared before the world as if
the Palestinian Liberation
Oreanisation was ready to enter
the framework of the imperialist
settlement and sccondly, it would
blur the character of the Jordan-
iun regime, which is in contradic-
tion to the Palestinian liberation
movement.,

“That’s why the left suggested
cutting relations with Jordan,
cxplaining that political manoeu-
vres can bring nothing.

The left completely supported
tichtening . relations  with - the
Jordanian pcople, to the level of
confederation or unity with it —
It s part of the aim of the Arab
[iberation movement to unite the
region — but it opposed discussing
with the Jordanian regime about

ways of mmplementing the imper-

jalist plans.

In the end the left got through
1 resolution that confederation
with Jordan will be established,
but on the basis of an indepen-
dent Palestinian state.,

*On the armed struggle: with
all the violence against the Pales-
tintan people, especially in occup-
icd Palestine and Lebanon, it was
clear to all that the Palestinian
pcopic has no other choice but to
continue¢ the struggle. The ques-
tion was whether after the loss of
the base in Lebanon, the armed

- struggle should be stressed again.,

At the end this was confirmed
again to everybody’s agreement.

*On the Reagan plan: the
richt wing raised the idea that we
might_necutralise the US if we co-
operated with it politically —

-basing ourselves on Arab support
~and the connections ot the - Arab.

reeimnes with the USA. Hence the
right wing’s activity to establish
contacts with - the US, through
Saudi, ;Moroccan, Tunisian or
independent Palestinian personal-
ities close to the right wing.

The lett’s position is that -one
should start tfrom a clear detini-
tion ot our alifes and our enemies
— and the US is on the enemy
side, together with Israel and
Arab reaction. o

FFrom this tlows a position of
total rejection of the Reagan plan,
seeing this plan as part of the
overall imperialist line- in the
region, a new shape for the Camp
David agreement designed to. con-
fuse the Arab liberation move-
ment and especially the Palestin-
ian revolution. |

The conference resolutions
endorsed the left’s stand and
rejected the Reagan plan. Despite

e

view

| e left,”
stemming from an understanding

N

with West Bank

 Continuing an interview,

from our correspondent

in Haifa, with leaders of

the Progressive Student
Action Front, the main
grouping of left-wing
-students in the West
Bank. We wili follow
up in later issues of SO
with other left views — -
including our own

- .
— |

this, more room for political |

manoeuvres was given — but with-
out giving up principled positions.
The Reagan plan was zejected
because it does not speak of the
Palestinian people as a people, or
of the Palestinian revolution as
representing this people. |

Also, Reagan’s term of “freez-
ing Israeli settlements” implies
‘accepting the existing settlements.
So the plan has no positive points,
and it was wholly rejected.

*On the Fez plan: From the
beginning the right wing suppor-

- ted thie I'ez plan, am® even the

Fahd plan that collapsed with the
first Fez conferencc. The left
opposed this plan as it gives Arab
cover to the imperialist  plans,
gives Arab recognition and secur-
ity borders to Isracl, and gives up
the Palestinians’ rights in their

land. It does not even demand

Israell recognition of the PLO as
the representative of the Pales-
tinian people. B |
In Fez they spoke of ‘“‘ensur-
ing sccurity borders to all the
states in the region, including the
“independent Palestinian state” —
as if the problem is securing the
states, while the state of Israel

- actually exists and the Palestinian
state doesn’t, and it is not made
clear how and where it will be

- established. |

There are two reasons for
rejecting the Fez plan on prin-
ciple: - 1) understanding the
character of the Arab regimes that
developed the plan — that they
are part of the camp of the enem-
ies of the liberation movement;
2) the plan itself -will give us
nothing, and does not recognise
_the right of stlf determination. It
raises in a diplomatic fashion a
request for the establishment of
a Palestinian state, and does not
suggest any real struggle that will
“bring about its ¢stablishment.

The left criticised the Fez

plan publicly in the conference, -

and completely rejected 1t, but
for unity’s sake signed the joint
resolution that endorsed this plan.
~ *On the contacts that took
- place between the right wing and
progressive forces within Isracl:
The basic ideas of- the left about
who constitutes the progressive
forces within Israel differ funda-
mentally . from those of the right
wing. This difference stems from
the difference in ideology, as the
left represents the attitude ot the
working class, while the right
represents the views of the bour-
geois class.

by Elias Frejj

e

Israeli troops in the West Bank

The left doesn’t see Avn'éri

or Reled and their like as a deep

rootecd left force that represcent
the Israch working class, and
argue that i1t is clear that they
have not finally broken their ties
with the Zionist movement .and
1ts goals in the region. The left
advocated discussion with demo-
cratic and progressive forces that
will serve the interests of the
whole working class, Jews and

Arabs together.

The final resolution endorsed
calls in a general way for discus-
sion with democratic and progres-
sive forces, and each side will
translate it according to its views.

" IT has been said in the world

media that the Palestinians in the
1967 “occupied territories are
more moderate. (The represen-
tatives of the occupied territories
were prevented by the occupation
from attending the conference).
This is part of the propaganda war
waged by imperialism. There is a
plan to distance the Palestinian
people from its representatives.
They - try to use pressure from
[srael and Jordan to strengthen
some personalities here as a sub-
stitute to the PLO. -

- There was a document signed
- (mayor of Beit
Lehem), Rashed A-Shama (Raza’s

mayor), Heimat Al Masri (Jor-

dan’s man in Nablus) and some
‘80 notables from Jordan’s sup-
porters, asking the Palestinian
National Council to accept the
Reagan plan. »

But before the opening of the
conference  they cancelled this
document and announced their
support to the PLO and accep-
tance of the resolutions that will
be adopted by the council. So
the imperialist line to split the
Palestinian people failed. |

Doesn’t that testify to the wishes
of the public?

It deals with a group that

represents the Palestinian bour-

want to find a formula that will

eral situation and the interests of

“balance of power in the region,
- the 11mperialist policy, Zionism
~and the reactionary Arab regimes.
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geoisie and is pushed by its inter-
ests to play that role. The Pales-
tinian bourgeoisic is subject to a
speciai - sttuation stemming from |
the prolonged occupation.

- On one side they have ccon-
omic and social links with the
Zionist bburgcoisie; and on the
other side the continuation of the
occupation threatens to finally -
destroy them as a class. They

save them from that destruction
now, while the PLO sees the gen-

the broad masses. | .

The PLO understand that the
libcration struggle of the Pales-
tinian people is a long and hard
struggle” — and is not prepared to
give imperialism whatever it asks
for. -

Public opinion supports the
PLO — and all its steps -- against
the occupation.

The target of liberation is a
long term onc and people here
don’t beheve it could be achieved
in two, three or five years. Not
bccause the masses here are weak
— but because of the whole

Only hard work can change
this weakness by changing the
situation of the Arab regimes —
and only then will it be possible
to force imperialism to change 1ts

~ goals in the region, or finally to

abandon them, as happened in
Vietnam.

Everybody 1n-.-the West Bank
supports the. leadership as it
emerged trom the National Coun-
cil’s conference. People want the
richt of self-determination, not
Camp David or the Reagan plan.
- The policy of the Palestinian
bourgeoisie also destroys itsclf..
The Zionist bourgeoisic don’t

~want the Palestinian bourgeoisie

as a competitor, it wants the terri-
torics as its private market. Hence
the scttlements suggested by the

<

‘The left criticised the Fez plan, on I

but for unity’s sake endorsed it’ |palestine

- bourgeoisie expose themselves,
not only that they are not in the

interests of the working class, but

they are not in the interest of the
Palestinian people as a whole. -

' The positions of the Palestinian

left against diplomatic agreements
is posed by many as an extremist
position against the Jews . ..

- On the contrary! The Pales-
tinian left today advocate Marx-
-1sm-Leninism — as a strategy and

philosophy — and-have finished

with all the chauvinist positions
that interpreted the struggle as
taking place between Jews and
Arabs. | S
- There is.a national struggle,
for the expression of national
identity in a Palestinian, state,
but it also has its class character —
a struggle against imperialist,
Zionist and fascist plans. Hence
~we make a complete differéntia-
tion between Zionism and Juda-
ism, and there- is no struggle
against the Jews, only against
Zionism as a colonialist, exploit-
ing and imperialist - movement,

} opposed to the interest of the
{ Arab and Jewish peoples.
We support any struggle of the -
forces opposed to the Zionist -
- movement,

be they Jewish or
Arab, of any religion, white or
black, for the establishment of a
democratic secular state that will
develop toward socialism.

We know well that
Jewish  workers are
today by Zionism. We regard
them as people like us, that have

- been deceived — but might be

moressober tomorrow. ,

That 1s why it is important
that the Jews hear us and under-
stand that we do not want to
throw them into the sea — will
understand our wishes for a
democratic parliament, for social-
ism, and will sce there is a basis
for living together.

You should also understand
the situation of the masses in the
West Bank, that know them from
their daily expericnce only as

“soldiers and settlers that come as
occupiers, oppressing, beating tor-
turing, etc. People here ask where
is the progressive force? And if
somebody comes and says he
wants pcace they ask whether he
serves in the army and if he would
have shot us on command?

Despitc all this we bélie_ve.

there is a basis for discussion, and
there are people ready to under-
stand, and a way to struggle
together for the future.

A ¢ Am———

L abour Movement Campaign
for Palestine: ¢c/o 28 Cariton
Mansions, Holmleigh Road,

London N1'6.

many
deceived
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plans

Reagan

The 'Réagan Plan — September
1982. L
¥Elections. among the’Palesti.

“1an population of the West Bank

and Gaza Strip to prepare for
‘full autonomy’ in these areas.

~ *A ftive year transition period
in which the Palestinians would
take over control, leading up to a
‘final status’ of ‘self government
by the Palestinians in association
with Jordan’,

*Israeli withdrawal from these
occupied territories in accordance
with UN Resolution 242 adopted
after the 1967 war.

*The status of Jerusalem to be
opened up for ‘negotiations’.

*Peace treaties to be signed by

the Arab states recognising Israel’s

right to exist as a Jewish state.
- *An explicit ‘ironclad’ guaran-
tee of Israel’s security.

Fez

The Fez Plan — September 1982.
*Israeli withdrawal from ali
Arab territories occupied in 1967,
including Jerusalem. |
*The dismantling of Zionist
settlements on these territories.
*QGuaranteed freedom of wor-
ship. |
*The recognition of the right

of the Palestinian people to self-
- determination and of the PLO as

the Palestinians’ sole legitimate
representative. .
*The West Bank .and Gaza

lStrip- d0 be placed under UN

control for a transitory period.
*The establishment of an inde-
pendent Palestinian state, with

. Jerusalem as its capital.

*A UN guarantee of peace
among all states in the region.
- *UN guarantee of respect for
these principles.
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PARTNERS in Rebuilding
Britain talks about expansion
and creating jobs, specifically
in Yhe public sector, which
will mean jobs for women
and - necessary services to
enable women to go out to
work. o

But it doesn’t mention the

existing sexual division of labour
and how to end it. There are

vague references to discrimina-

tion in training in. and employ-
ment practices. .-

~ ‘Partners’ talks about creating
500,000 jobs, half of which will
be in .the construction industry.
£30 billion over five years is to be
spent on major -construction and
investment projects in housing,
transport, energy and sewerage.

Women hardly exist in these

industries and there are no pro-
posals to ensure they get equal
benefit from this £30 billion
investment. ;o |
The whole employment pro-
gramme doesn’t challenge the
sexual division of labour; inéfact
it reinforces if. Although it will
create jobs for women in the
public sector, this won’t involve a
redistribution of skills so that
women can take their place along-
side men in manufacturing, house-

building, transport and energy
industries. ‘
The TUC has recently

produced figures which show that |

of the four million women job-
less and eligible to work, only

1.3 million are registered as

unemployed. Neither document
refers to the major problems that
this poses for any party com-
mitted, as the Labour Party
claims to be, to make the ‘main
goal of the next Labour govern-
ment to put Britain’s wealth to
use for full employment, indus-
tmal revival and social justice’.
(‘Partners’)., o

The reason that 3% million

women are not ftegistered is

because of the assumption that
22V are not entitled to work, and
=ecaase of the lack of social pro-
=200, such as childcare, to
=¥ them to go out to work.
T-2%¢ same assumptions are
==2>=lZxd in the TUC/Labour
P2 Iocument: there is no
mrThIT o7 support to enable
sz > work. Clearly this is a

-

THCTIETLOIT Detween men in the

WEST2ETT 27 M2,

ANN PETTIFOR is a leading
activist in the Campaign for
Labour Party Democracy
Women’s Action Committee.
She spoke to Gerry Byrne ab-
out Labour's campaign docu-
ment, ‘New Hope for Brit-

‘ain’ and the joint Labour
Party/TUC document, ‘Part-

ners in Rebuilding Britain’.
What do they otffer women?

]

in truggf e

.
What about low. pay?

Six million workers earn less
than the average male manual
earnings (currently about £90 a
week). The majority of these are
women, ,

The Labour Party says “We
will discuss the possibility of a

- statutory minimum wage with the -
TUC™. A very high proportion of

these low-paid workers are in the
public sector, yet there is no pro-
gramme for raising public sector
wages for school cleaners, dinner
staff, health workers.

The major unions opposed the |

minimum wage at the TUC; and
a NUPE-sponsored resolution to
Labour Party annual conference
was defeated.

Any strengthening of the
Equal Pay Act which doesn’t deal
with the horizontal division of
labour will still leave women
segregated in the low-paid sectors

of the economy. Until the unions

show the same willingness to
organise women as men, there is
little hope that a Labour govern-
ment would ““take action together
with the trade unions against low
pay” (‘New Hope’). |

campaign

~
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Research by the National
Institute for Economic and Social
Research shows that despite their
claims, the Social Contract and
incomes policy did precious little

to alter differentials. There must

be a concerted effort to raise low
pay. The Labour and trade union
movement must devise a strategy
that will guarantee raising' the

wages of the low-paid and also.

reduce differentials.

™, There is no indication that a

male-dominated trade union
movement is prepared to take this
chalienge on board. This is not
surprising. They won’t respond
until women organise.

The Sex Discrimination Act
didn’t include any attempt to put
the government’s own house in

order. Witness the Invalid Care

Allowance and Non-Contributofy
Invalidity Pension, which directly
discriminate
women, -

- The reason the Labour govern-
ment did this, and the Labour

Party is unable to challenge this

discrimination
accept  whole-heartedly

is - because they
‘the

. concept of female dependence
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Save South London
Hosprtal Campaign
meets every Thursday
at Batham Food & Book
Co-op, High Street,
Bakham at 8.00 p.m.

SAVE SOUT
LONDON
HOSPITA

against  married.

is it mainl

L]

jobs for the boys
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volicy document

Public sector jobs confine women to “women’s work”’

within marriage. Further evidence

of the acceptance of this depen-
dence is the promise ‘‘to increase
maternity grant fo at least £100”.
Maternity grant would have to be
£110 to be the same value in real
terms as in 1963 when it was

‘introduced.

60,0000 women receive no
maternity grant whatsoever
because they do not pay National
Insurance contributions, or are
not dependent on men paying it.

It 1s clear from the document
that it has been drafted by men.
For example, women’s right to
choice in birth control has been
phrased in negative rather than
positive terms: “barriers will be
removed”, rather than facilities
positively extended.

Unless women are given this
autonomy and choice, control
over our own bodies, our ability
to participate equally with men in

this proposed industrial and econ-

omic recovery will be severely
limited. So-called left-wingers on
the NEC are still not able to make
this connection and extend to
women their full and deserved

- rights.

There are however a number
of policies in the campaign docu-
ment on which the Party must be
congratulated. If carried out they
will begin the process of altering
the present unacceptable balance
of power between men and
women. For these policies to be
carried out with commitment and
enthusiasm will require women in
positions where they have the
power of implementation.

The Parliamentary selection

process so far suggests that there

will be fewer women in the next
Parliament than there are now.

‘More women candidates have

been selected — but the majority
are in safe Tory seats. Without

an organised foice of women to -

monttor and promote these

policies, we will have the same

situation as in 1976 after Barbara
Castle was sacked from the
Labour cabinet and a section of
the TUC and the Cabinet colluded
to attempt to ditch Child Benefit.
- Women therefore cannot be
confident of -anything in- this
Programme until-they have mobil-
ised to ensure proper represen-
tation and an equal voice in the
labour movement. -

)

JOHN HARRIS
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Ann Pettifor:
“the Labour Party
accepts whole- | l g
heartedly the |
- concept of
female ,: 3
 dependence

JOHN HARRIS
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IN A SUDDEN, uncharacteristic flurry of leftism, NALGO has given a
boost to women in struggle against the cuts and against the missiles. |
.. NALGO members have been authorised to take strike action in sup-
port of the one-day stoppage and rally being organised by unions against
plans by Merton council to withdraw the school meals service entirely,
sack a number of school caretakers, and privatise school cleaning services.
The strike call for April 27 had been led by council manual unions.
NALGO has also pledged its support for the May 24 women’s day of
action against the missiles, and invited branches with members wishing to -
stop work for the day to seek the necessary authority from the union’s
Emergency Committee, o | e
- Though this is a long way short of a national call.to action, it is a
“major advance on the hollow verbal support offered by many more
overtly left wing’ union leaders — and should be used in the struggle for
_protest stoppages to be called by every union. N ‘

What to do for
May 24 strike

What you can do: R ,. - |
M Find out from your Regional Contact what has already been planned,
offer your services and suggestions. Phone Brighton (Carmel or
Laura) 0273 553466 for your regional contact. | | N
Raise support for the day of strike action in your union, workplace,
estate, shopping centre, school college, nursery, just anywhere you g0. .
BIf your local council has a nuclear free zone policy, and many do,
demand that the council gives over office space for orgnising for the
24th. Sheffield and Leicester City Councils have already done so. .
B Plan action for the day itself — we can do ANYTHING, occupy,
encircle, decorate, die-in, blockade at military bases, banks, armaments
factories ‘and supporting industries, nuclear bunkers, Ministry of De-
* fence Offices. ‘ | |
B Leaflet everywhere, so there can be no excuse for not knowiing what's
happening on May 24. If you don’t have local leaflets, they can be ob-
tained nationally from the London Greenham office. _
B Demand thée support of men. Ask them to take supportive strike
action as well, and to help organise creches so children can be looked

after and the women are free'to take the main action on the day.
B Pressure to get unions to support May 24 must now be generated

in local branches. Trades Councils can arrange for every delegate to

take support for May 24 into their branches and arrange for speakers
from Greenham Common to address meetings. » :
B Help set up local organising meetings, including women's centres,
women’s groups, minority ethnic women’s groups, trade union wo--
men’s groups, anti-cuts campaigns, etc. - B o
B Labour Party Women's sections can take up the call and show that
there are Labour Party rank and file members who are determined to
commit the Labour Party to campaign on conference resolutions.

Let’s make May 24 the biggest, most successful action yet!
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THE 41/2 week Cowley strlke
like the London Docks str1ke
the South Yorkshire
strike and the recent strikes
at Ford and
Wales coalfield, reflected the
willingness and ability of the

working class to fight back

against the Tory government.

The betrayal of this strike
not .

therefore has implications,
just in Cowley, or even BL, but
for the working class as a whole
In some ways the implications

outside Cowley are more negative

than within the plant.

- The record of the workmg' _'

class 1n successive strikes since

Thatcher came to power in May L
1979 has been a willingness to
tight. The record of the trade
union leaders has been one of
industrial

opposition to an
challenge to the Tories.

Politics

These are the politics Whicﬁ

lay behind the sell-out at Cowley.
Cowley workers are
powerful strategic position. Their

strike instantly affects not only .

four models in BLs highest-invest-
ment plant, but a section of the
cngineering industry as well.
Compare the publicity and the
attention of top union leaders for
the Cowley strike with London
Docks, where workers have been
out two weeks longer.

It the trade union leaders

wanted tc fight, Cowley was a
perfect situation to do so. The
sell-out of the strike under these

conditions makes its effects on
the working class more damaging.

Many workers will think that if 2.
possible at.

victory was not p
Cowley, where is it possible?

It nothing else can be said for

Moss Evans, Terry Duffy, Ken

Cure and Grenville Hawley in this =
issue,

their - determination and
smglemmdedness in ‘getting the

Cowley Assembly Plant workersf,'-‘
back to work on the company S

‘terms should be re cogmsed

uaq»ygu h-ﬂm“m;’ﬂ““ 1“""' o 4 ‘!- -p L e

steel

in the South

in a.

Moss Evans s
than Duffy to end the strike’.

- From the time Moss Evans
arrived for the talks last Thurs-
day at a plush hotel near Gatwick
in the same car as Austin Rover

~chairman Harold Musgrove, they

have worked unstmtmgly

Vanant

At that meeting, management:

-repeated a slight variant of their

original terms: Audited Plant

- Status (APS) to be introduced by

May 16, 1983 bell to bell running

Qut - of this

v—w@ - . - St ey P
e . v " _,w

? *s T - o

‘more determmed

~to be introduced by May 30, a -
four person ‘inquiry into. labour
| relatlons in the plant. »
meeting came:
“trade  union” proposals which -
- were qlmost identical to manage-
~ment terms, to be put to a mass

' Da 7 and ni gh t efforts bri ng Cowl €y

-,

- meeting the following
- Friday: *“Audited
will only be introduced in Cowley
Assembly from Monday May 16
1983, given cooperation by the
workforce in the productivity
improvement  measures necessary
to qualify for APS which includes
the 39 hour week, this to be

day,

‘brought about by agreement of |

the trade unions or by a ballot of
the workforce ??

Ballot

In other words they were say-

ing accept APS (they seem incap-
~able of grasping that the work-

force doesn’t want it), and accept
bell to bell running. '

The only problem, they were
saying, was that the company
wanted to force these things in,
and that = was
Incredibly, they were saying that
the way to avoid such an imposi-

“tion was voluntarzly to accept

BL’s terms.

The Kkey sentence 1is ‘‘this
[APS and bell to bell running]
to be brought about by agree-
ment of the trade unions or

‘ballot...”

This gave them two options —

get BL to agree to a ballot, or

simply agree to the terms them-
selves.
The shop stewards committee,

meeting  immediately  before
triday’s mass meeting, rejected
" both management and trade

union - proposals. Instead they
passed a resolution calling on the
workers to reject BL’s terms, to
continue the strike and to meet
again in a week’s time.

The mass meeting was very
big, with all the 5,000 strikers
attending. The mood was not
quite as strong. as before. The
waverings at national level, and
the hardships workers were now
facing, were having some effect.

The vote howevet, was a solid
3-1 in favour of the shop stewards
resolution. The problem of the
erlke was not the recolve of the

Plant -Status

undemocratic.

- BL”™.

he problem was not resol ve of the
workers but manoeuvres at the top

workers but the manoeuvrings at
the top.

After the vote, which most
workers saw as the end of the

meeting, Buckle announced that
there was to be a second vote on

the trade union proposals — that
BL’s terms were OK prowdmg

they were voluntarily acoepted'

and not imposed.

There was complete confu-
sion. Hundreds of workers were
streaming out of the meeting as
Buckle tried to explain the reason

for the second vote.

The trade union proposals
were then carried with maybe 100
votes in favour and 50 against.

That same ‘evening Evans and
Duffy acted on that second vote
and met BL management again,

this time in the Hohday Inn near
Heathrow

Final

At the meeting the company’s

terms were formally accepted by

the unions. BL presented a docu-
ment which was their ‘final offer’
and which was accepted by the
trade union side.

The key clause read as follows.

“In accordance with the colléctive.

agreement between the company
and the trade unions, both parties

- reaffirm that Audlted Plant.Status

will be established in Cowley Ass-

- embly as soon as it is practically

possible, and the trade unions and
management will cooperate in the

productivity improvement meas-

ures necessary to qualify for APS

~ which include 39-hour working’

That was interpreted by the
Sunday papers in the -obvious
way. The Sunday Express was the
most candid, with its headline:

~“Car Unions Yield Victory for
The first sentence of the *

lead article read, ‘““An almost total

- climbdown by union negotiators
has paved the way for productlon

to start again this week™.

The formula also prowdes for

a four-person committee to in-
Continued

/ Laughmg all the way to the bank — BL boss Musgrovt

IN an earlier and simpler age, surrender was announced simply
- by sending out someone with a white flag. |

In our sophisticated modern society, it’s a much more elabor.
ate process. The Sunday Telegraph on April 24 reported on the

talks between top union leaders and BL management at the

Holiday Inn, Heathrow.

~ They were lubricated. thh steaks all round, wine, unlnmted

coffee, sandw1ches and a large breakfast. By the tlme the union
leaders were whlsked away in chauffeur-drlven Rovers ‘a bill of

over £500 had been run up.

But the hotel’s efforts were not wasted The rlgours of class

struggle were softened:

“Although three rooms had been booked for the talks appar-

“ently the different groups drifted between - them rather than

talking. in entrenched little parties. One member of staff said she
had difficulty dlstmgulshmg who were the bosses and who were

_the irmon men . .. a]l the suits looked the same. ”?

T Duffy
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Continued

quire into the attitude of manage-
ment, similar to the committee

set up out of the so-called ‘swear-.

ing’ strike last year, which resolv-
ed absolutely nothing.

In reality the only way to )

change the attitude of manage-
ment is for the unions to win
something, in this case to success-
fully defend the six minutes.

The final clause of the form-

ula says that the unions make no
recommendation whatsoever to

the mass meeting, and allow the

workforce to decide — which is
astounding when you consider

that the formula was not a com-

promise, but BL’s original terms
restated.
~ BL‘certainly had it both ways,
since they promptly placed adver-
tisements in the newspapers re-
commending a return to work.
The shop stewards’ commit-
tee, which had given leadership
throughout the strike, was aiso to
be gagged. The major part of the
shop stewards’ meeting on Mon-
day was taken up with the stew-
ards arguing for the right to make
a recommendation to the
meeting. When that battle was
won, the stewards passed a resolu-
tion saying that ‘the formula was
not a basis for a return to work’,
. although whether, and in what
form, this resolution would be
put to the mass meeting, was not,
clear. | : -
The main pressure for the sell
out did not in the end come from
Terry Duffy. Reports to the stew-
ards’ meeting made it clear that
Moss Evans was the most deter-
mined at national level to bring
the strike to an end. He had made
the running in both the Carlton
Hotel and the Holiday Inn meet-

ings. He apparently fought with -
T T T T [
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Buckle over it, accusing him of
being responsible by his support
for the continuation of the strike
in its early stages. ~ |
Formally Moss Evans 1s pres-
ented as being rather to-the left in
the trade union movement, while
Duffy is presented as the extreme
right. This demonstrates once
more that when the issue of viabi-
lity arises, and when it is a matter
of 2 major industrial struggle ag-
ainst the government, the left and
right of reformism play the same
treacherous role. |

. " Failed

The workforce remained com-
pletely disciplined aftemthe sell-
out at the weekend. Musgrove’s
call for a return to work on the
Monday failed completely. Only
one or.two workers turned up, to
face a picket of several hundred.

At today’s mass meeting
[Tuesday], the mood was equally

strong. The media had for two

days set out to create the mental-

ity that the strike was as good as
over, and this had obviously had
its effect, but it was clear from
the reaction of the meeting to the
platform that a substantial vote to
continue the strike was possibie,
gi¥en a strong lead from the plat-
form.

There was however no such
lead. The meeting was gradually
talked back to work.

- Last night’s [Monday} Oxford
Mail was very skilfully presented,
“The 5000 men and women who
have supported the washing-up.
strike are likely to vote tomorrow
for a return to work. But a small
minority of militants are claiming
that the latest peace terms are a
sell-out”. It went on to ‘say that

N THE MARCH

There will be seven legs — from Glas-
gow, starting April 23, Land’s End
(May 11), Liverpool (May 9), New-
castle on Tyne (April 30}, Keigh-
tey (April 27), Hull (May 1), and

Great Yarmouth (May 21) —

all merging to enter London
on June 4/5,

march along the way.
Ron Todd, chair of

- the national organising
.~ committee, told a press

conference on March 28
that he expected “‘at least a

quarter of a million”” in London on June 5.
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the workers vw()uld “only be asked "

to suspend the strike, and not
abandon 1t”.
- This kind of line was equally

- skilfully put from the platform

this morning by every speaker.
Buckle spoke as if the strike was
already over. There were endless
patronising statements about how
| the strike ‘had
been”, long references to what
“must happen” when everyone
was back at work, great praise for
the four-person inquiry which was
going to bring changes in the
plant. Workers were urged to

bring their grievances to it so that

it could begin its work.

When it came to dealing with
the shop |
Buckle simply lied about it. He
said the shop stewards had ex-
pressed a view, but “we’re not

stewards’: resolution,

recommending either way”’.
It was of course stressed con-

tinually that the platform itself
was not recommending either
way. | |
Buckle had been saying that
he was not prepared to allow Har-
old Musgrove ‘to ‘“‘write his
script”. But Harold Musgrove, in
return for mo concessions at all,
had certainly determined what
was not said at the meeting by
Buckle or anyone else. |
Bob Fryer, as the final speak-
er, did mention the stewards’ res-
olution. But it was in.the context

of a speech which was in tune

with the rest of the platform. |

Inevitably, after this, the
meeting voted to return to work
by a majority of about four to

one. . B .
It was certainly a major vict-

ory for management. The Mus-

Moral agitators

LEAVE to one side for a
moment the question of
whether John Lister crawled
into Cowley and put some-
thing in the BL tea or
whether the sight of Pat Lally
selling Socialist Organiser out-
side the mass meetings
reaches the votes other papers

‘can’treach.

The workforce, as seen by the

Daily Express, is a passive mass
incapable of thought, feeling or

independent  political action.
‘Marxists move in for the kill’,
the paper declared and went on to

report accusations that the work-

force were lemmings, following
the union over the cliff.
The red baiting was taken up

to a lesser extent by some of

the fellow Fleet Street outside

agitators, but it was a minority -

voice and a weak one. Majorities

of up to ten to one at mass meet-

ings need better explanation than
Marxist plotting.

The real contest this week has
come from the Christian mafia.

It was probably best expressed
in the BBC Sunday
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the Mamos irToiex temm T
blaming the other fellow™, while

Christians began with penitence.

BL still sets pace for

programme

He didn’t seem very penitent him--

self but then he wasn’t a car
worker so he didn’t have so much
to be penitent about.

This year being the centenary .

of Marx’s death has given all kinds

of parrots the opportunity to con-

fute a Marxism which exists large-

ly in their own minds — but this
‘analysis took the biscuit. The long
careful brick building analysis of

Capital is reduced to a. game of
name calling. |

The- Reverend Tony William-
son, Lord Mayor of Oxford, body
plant lift truck driver, and worker
priest, was confident that it was
possible to reconcile his ideal of
Christian  management  with
profitable car production —
Buckle was not. He raised doubts
as to whether car production
should be undertaken at all if the

consequences were slave condi-

tions.

we can confidently  predict a
flood of articles trying to recon-
cile Christian morality (love your
neighbour) with factory produc-
tion (work harder than your
neighbour). This could be the

theme of the next big speech

from the Archbishop of Canter-
bury, drawing on his vast exper-
ience of the matter.
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grove management will claim to
have cut their teeth and success-
fully continued Edwardes’ hard-
line. management style into the
post-Edwardes period in BL. The
Tory government will claim it .as
a victory for their policy on the
shop floor, and use it to clamp

‘down in other sectors of industry.

Local" BL management will use
the new commitment they have
to APS to force in new manning
cuts and push up productivity.
Local full-time officials will use it

to gain control of a plant tradi-

tionally run by a democratically
elected shop stewards’ movement.

. But that’s not the whole story.

The strike was the product of
a prdcess of breaking down shop
floor organisation in the plant,
which had gone a long way. The
shop stewards’ committee, for

. example, had been reduced to a

fraction of its previous strength.
But now gains can be made to
begin to rebuild the shop stew-
ards’ movement.

Hundreds of young workers

fresh in the plant have been iIn

action for the first time. They
work on tracks where in many
cases there are no shop stewards.
Militants who came forward in
the strike must remain active in
the trade union movement, be-
come stewards and trade union

activists, begin to tackle the pol--
{ itical problems which led another
pawerful strike to defeat at the

hands of the bureaucrats..

by a TGWU steward, BL
Longbridge

Longbridge shop floor workers
and rank and file stewards were
very sympathetic towards the
Cowley strike, Although most
areas of Longbridge had their
“washing-up time” taken away
some years ago, the general
attitude was to say ‘Good luck

‘to anyone who fights this

management’. : ‘
The “tough-guy” managers,
presently at Cowley, are all

people who came from Long-
bridge — Andy Barr, for instance
— and we know exactly how the
Cowley workers -feel because .
we’ve had exactly the same treat-

ment from these people.

OUR POLICY

BL is publicly owhed. For years it even had workers’ participation asa

cosmetic to cover the real face of speed-up and tigh

t-fistedness on wages.

Participation was kicked aside by the bosses when it no longer suited
them. Now, several insulting pay offers and several ultimatums and clos-
ure threats later, BL is still setting the pace for managerial gangsterism.

Faced with a serious crisis, the BL bosses react no differently from
private capitalists. Their answer has been to take it out on the workers.

BL was nationalised in order to bail out the private shareholders.
Throughout the 1950s and *60s the shareholders have pocketed fat divi-
dends. If you invested £3000 in the British Motor Company in 1952,
then by the time of the merger with Leyland in 1967 you would have

received £33,000 in dividends.

Meanwhile there was very little investment, In 1969 BL had fixed
assets of £969 per employee, compared to Ford UK’s £2709, So when
the world competition in the car industry became sharper, in the late

’60s. BL went onto the rocks.

v. - ’

BL workers came under attack, but the shareholders were safe. The

government paid them 10p
fetching

for every share, although the shares had been
only 6%p the day before nationalisation was announced.

BL still has to pay miilions every month in interest charges.
Nationalisation was not a way out of the mad international capitalist
rat race in the motor industry. It was just another way for the bosses to

organise themselves for that rat race..

For workers, the only answer is. to fight for workeré’ control. The
first essential is full information about management’s plans — open the

books and end commercial secrecy!

Having opened the company’s books, BL workers should work out
their own work schedules, based on work-sharing without loss of jobs or
~ . With combine-wide solidarity and the willingness to seize the factor-
s f mecessarv, the BL workers can enforce this workers’ control.

They cam establish links with workers in the car components firms
¥ @ Te: odher samt car fems in Britain and internationally, for a
—mmm:n swewse Sor @ megrated. publicly-owned, car and components
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The Monday after the sack-
ing threat was announced, the
shopfloor workers at Longbridge
were saying that if a single Cow-
ley worker was sacked, then we
all had to come out. -

Grasp

Everyone at  Longbridge
understood the implications of
the sacking threat for the whole
trade union movement . . . every-
one, that is, except the works
commlttee They seemed unable

or unwilling to'grasp the serious-

ness of the situation. They didn’t
organise any measures to prepare
the workforce to meet such a
‘threat.

On the Tuesday after the
ultimatum, the delegation of shop
stewards went to see the works
committee and proposed that a
joint shop. stewards committee
meeting be called to prepare for
solidarity action.

The convenor, Jack Adams,
was away at the Scottish TUC,
and the rest of the works com-
mittee seemed unable to operate
without his presence. The works
committee without Adams 1is
like a chicken with its head cut
off, except that at least a chicken
without a head runs about. These
people were simply paralysed. -

They failed to even call a
works committee meeting to
discuss the situation. Their answer

- to the delegation’s request for a
joint shop stewards committee

meeting was a bland “Cowley
hasn’t asked for any support
so far and when they do, We’ll

start to move.’

Later a suggestlon was made
by another steward who went
over to see them,
message of support and a dona-
tion. Even this met with a 31m11ar
negative response.

One of the works comrmttee

members actually said that
because the strikes was official,
everything was OK and we didn’t

" need to do anything at Long-

bridge!
The other reason that Long-

bridge rank and file workers have

1dent1f1ed so strongly with the

Cowley workers is because they

know -that the Longbridge

- own inspection (stamping

for at least a-

management is only holding back
on further attacks here because
of the Cowley situation.

Three weeks ago, work‘gs in

CABl voted to resist manage-

ment plans to remove all inspec-

‘tors from the tracks and to force

all operators to carry out their

own work). Since then the com-
pany has held back from imple-
menting this measure for fear of-
having both their major assembly
plants in dispute at the same time.
But nobody is in any doubt that
if Cowley is defeated, the Long-
bridge bosses will go- ahead with
thelr plan tmmedlately.

N
Our bosses

only held
‘back

because of
Cowley

“
.

- I’ve got no doubt that if the
Cowley strike continues and if
BL management go ahead with
their sacking threat there will be a
strong response from the shop

floor at Longbridge. The only

problem is the weakness and
cowardlce and complacency of

r plant leadership here. How-
ever even they now show some
signs of moving. Last week at
the TGWU branch of which Jack
Adams is chairperson, a resolu-
tion was proposed by him, giving
full support to Cowley, sending
£100 donation and calling for
strike action in every BL plant
if management go ahead with
the sackings. threat. That 1is
obviously the kind of solidarity
action that is needed and it 1is
good to see that Adams and the
works committee seem to be

pushing for this. Better late than

never,

their
“ments,

- tent

Committee
Five years fighting
chain of betra

THE Leyland Action Committee

is a body of Leyland workers,

formed at the time of the 1978

wage review, whose aim was to

campaign within the plants
against a wages sell-out.

It has remained in existence
ever since then because of the
continuous sell-outs.

From the 1980 review, in
which the workers. were balloted
and voted in favour of strike
action, which was then not imple-
mented through to the present
Cowley assembly plarit sell-out, it
has been clear -that what 1is
required is a mnew leadership to
struggle for the workers’ interests,
independent from the employezs.

- Leyland has been used as an
example by successive govern-
as to how they want

industry’s  profits  defended.

Under the last Labour govern-

ment it was through workers’
“participation’, whereby unions
at all levels were to be used to
jointly agree speed-up and low
wages.
- With the Tory government it
has been through dictatorial meas-
ures, using the union leaders to
sell out struggles. In both cases,
the result is the same.

The central plank of the
employers and the government

has been to look after the *““profit-

ability” and ‘‘viability” of the

- industry to the detriment of the

workforce.

Collusion

In this they have benefitted
from the collusion of the trade
union leadership.

In January 1980 the steel

strike started. The November
1979 BL pay review was still
being negotiated. BL workers
were held back from taking any
action alongside the steelworkers.

- In February of thatwear there
was a national ballot of BL work--
ers, who voted 2-1 in favour of
stnk‘lﬁ"g ‘The trade union leaders
refused to implement this. It was
the Leyland Action -Committee
that organised coaches of steel
workers and BL workers to lobby
a convenors meeting at Canley,

demanding they implement the

strike vote.

They refused. And it was only
put to Leyland workers whether
they wanted to strike or not on
April 8 — the day after the steel
stnke ended.

- Throughout each of the subse-
quent wages campaigns, the
Leyland Action Committee has
put forward proposals and cam-

~ paigned in the factories and at BL-

combine level- for action to
defend wages.

Similarly on jobs. Our consis-
opposition. to speed-up,

which means job losses, is exem-

—————

for example, we

7

plant strike.

Our supporters have taken a

principled stand in fighting this
struggle from the beginning.
- On victimisation: Our record
is clear. We took a strong position
in defence of Derek Robinson, of
the Longbridge 8 and of Alan
Thornett.

In the case of Alan Thornett,
produced a
special edition of our bulletin,
distributed at the main plants,

~ explaining the case and showing

how the union bureaucracy sold
out.

The Leyland Action Com-
mittee holds regular meetings
and throughout the
Assembly strike we held fort-

nightly meetings.

The meeting on Monday,
25th, for example, heard reports
from assembly plant stewards,
and discussed the state of the

the bulletin
“the so-called

On April 6,
explained that
‘offer> the management
made is actually worse than the
conditions they were threatening
to impose at the beginning of the
strike . ..

“Audited Plant Status (APS)
is not a concession, it is a further
imposition. It involves, in manage-

ment’s latest figures, a manning

cut of a further 243 across the
plant . . . Management’s problem

has been that they have been hesi- -

tating to force APS in because
they feared the reaction of the

Features on the left and the Stalinist state ‘un-
ions’, and on workers’ politics and national lib-
eration. From the arsenal of Marxism: Leon
Trotsky on boom, cnsns and workers’

' struggle..

Cowley .

“have

70p (plus 16p p&p) from WSL PO Box

union organisation and the crisis
of leadership and dréw up the
leaflet for Tuesday’s mass meet-
ing. '

We do not see the Leyland

Action Committee as an alterna-
tive: to the BL Combine -Shop
Stewards Committee, which is
unofficial, but as an alternative
leadership that struggles within
both the official and unofficial
bodies. .

The Combine Committee,
controlled jointly by the Stahmsts
of the Communist Party and the
right - wing, has been virtually
defunct, having met only once in
the last year. This in 1itself shows
the crisis of leadership.

- Anybody interested in receiv-
ing copies of leaflets and LAC
material or wishing to join LAC
should write to Leyland Action
Committee, 194 Dawllsh Road,
Bummgham B29.

workforce — now they are trying
to get it in as a concession 1n
return for the acceptance of bell
to bell rtunning!”

The April 14 bulletin under-

- lined the statement from BL boss

Géoffrey Armstrong that for him
the six minutes was “only the
beginning” towards a rate of
exploitation “equal to the best

international standards in Japan, .

the continent and the USA”.

On April 19 the bulietin
argued the case against a ‘buy-out’
of the six minutes. The April 22
bulletin picked up on hints
dropped by union officials Ken

Cure and Moss Evans on TV the

evening before, and accurately

warned against the danger of -

yals

Buc;tle .;.‘.betrayed fight to.”déf;nd
Alan Thornett. -

! -
-

THE Leyland Action Committee
put out bulletins at every turn in
the dispute, warning of dangers
- and pointing a way foward.

proposals for a ballot on the six
minutes and APS being “brought
in in a deliberately confusing
way”’

Apnl 26’s LAC leaﬂet argued
against the sell-out. “We have the
unity of the workforce, the
official support of the unions and
the full support -of the commun-
ity in Oxford. That doesn’t
happen very often and we should
not throw it away now.” = .

With more supporters and’
more resources the LAC can have
a bigger voice next time. Join the
LAC now; help to rebuild the
shop stewards’ movement in BL,
and help to prevent future sell-
outs.

|nn-u-----unu-| Advertisement mmm u--.--hn-u-1

iWorkers Socialist Review KT,

OUT NOW!

Atticles on the stewards’ movement, the publlc
i sector and the fight against cuts and prlvatlsa-

tion, lessons from the NHS strike, and unions
¥ and the Labour Party. Polemics on the Social-
I ist Workers’ Party and the Communist Party
N,

plified by the issuing of a differ- l
ent leaflet to each of the mass '
meetings of the Cowley assembly - ﬁ
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concessions

IF POPULAR myth is to be believed, everythmg is bigger i in the |

USA — even the sell-outs by union leaders.

That may be pretty hard for Cowley workers to beheve —
but even they have not (yet) been forced by their leaders into
tegally-binding three year contracts embodying an actual reduc-

fion in wages. That — if. Dufty and Evans have thelr way — isa

treat yet to come.
In the
wage cutting concessions or
3 ;. I
givebacks’ have been ‘nego-

tiated’ by union bureaucrats.

in a wide range of industries
in which employers
claimed the only alternative is
redundancies or closure.

A recent leaflet put out by the
New York rank and file grouping

‘Teamsters for a Democratic Un-.

lon’ sums up the results of these
‘deals’: -

“In the steel and rubber indus-

-tries giant corporations like Uni-

royal, US Steel, General Tire and

National Steel closed plants even
when workers made concessions.

At Chrysler, the auto workers . -

made concessions three times, giv-
ing up $1 billion in pay, yet 50%
of them are laid off.

Across the auto industry 'incl-
uding suppliers, the union has
made $ 5 billion in concessions.
The net effect of this no-fight
strategy has been the loss of
600,000 jobs. - .

Freight Teamsters [transport
workers] see: carriers closing up
nearly every week, despite the
recent seli-out Master Freight
Contract which freezes wages,
cuts cost of living allowances, for-

ces drivers to pay into the pension

and health funds, and gives major
concessions on work rules.

Besides carriers like Time-DC
which have folded anyway since
the new NMFA contract was sign-
ed, hundreds of others, seeing the
union in retreat, are refusmg to

sign, and are demandmg even

more ‘relief’,
Not only have the union but-
eaucrats been giving concessions,

USA, however,

have

but the government has cut”
money out of social programmes,
and shifted it into programmes

-~ which go directly to the corpora-

tions. into military spending, dir-

~ect subsidies, loans and tax cuts.

Still. big business is not invest-

ing in production that increases
employment, but mainly in specu-

lation. .
No jobs are being created for
working people. US Steel, for exa.

ample. instead of modermsmg the

decaying steel = industry, just

Black trade umomsts
SOLI DA RI TY

bought Marathon Oil.‘ Unemploy -
ment is over 10 million — the
worst since 1939.

Sometimes the eXtra money a .

company saves when we make
concessions is used to automate

~existing jobs out of existence, or,

as at Cooper Jarrett, to invest in
new areas while the company lays

“off the very workers who helped
the employer finance them out of

a job.
The biggest problem is that
the employers rightly see union

givebacks as a sign of weakness,

and this whets their appetite for
even more concessions. This

- means less job security, because

the company knows it can walk
all over the union without the un-
ion doing a thing.

Wage cutting at one company
may help that company get a

competitive edge on other com-

panies for a while.
Jobs may be transferred from
one place to another, but it won’t

~create a single extra job in the bal-

ance.

It does, however, cut the heaIt.

out_of unionism, if it gets Team-
sters in one local Or company

competing with those in another

so as to undercut the wages and
working conditions of our broth-
ers and sisters.

The current economic crisis is
driving many, especially smaller,
companies to the wall, The freight
industry, for example, under the
impact of deregulation and recess-

ion; is undergoing rapid consollda |

tlon

The largest carriers are expan-
ding their facilities and service,
and increasing their pl’Ofltablllty
Yet, even they are demanding
concessions as they ‘prepare for
more cut-throat competition with
other firms. No amount of union
givebacks will keep the weaker
companies from being. swallowed
up.

Since 1976 150,000 Teamster
freight jobs, over one third of the

total, have been lost due to indus-

try reor’ganisation and the carr-
iers’ union-busting campaign. The
growing non-union sector is being
used as a club against unionised
workers by the employers to

. force more concess1ons

The only way to end this
- threat is by a campaign that mobi-
lises the Teamster rank and file |

to help organise the ‘unorganised,
and proves to them in deeds that
the’ muscle of the entire IBT will

- be used to back them ‘up, includ-

ing supporting strike action and
secondary boycotts”.
The American experience is

echoed in each and every example
‘of retreat

by British union

leaders.

Far from being satistied by the
concessions they have vained. the
emrlorors w2 thesr Ls mere
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firms to the wall.
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| A. poster from France, May 1968. ‘Give a finger and they Il take an afm’

management threats of impending
bankruptcy, closure or mass sack-
ings can just as easily be suckered
into wholesale collaboration in
this or that ‘miracle’ scheme that
might ‘save’ the company — most
recently the BL Maestro.

The financial crisis hitting
whole sections of capitalist indus-
try flows not from workers’
excessive demands but from capi-

talism’s own chaotic methods of

restructuring production and re-
viving profits, by driving weaker

- Employers — whether ‘loss-
making’ or highly profitable —
have embarked on a sustained and
offensive . designed to
drive up the rate of exploitation
on the shop floor. Some have
pleaded impending bankruptcy:
others — such ‘as Ford — have
bluntly threatened to shut down
‘uncompetitive’ plants and shift
production elsewhere.

In such conditions of confron-
tation it becomes crystal clear
that there is a conflict of interest
— of class .interest — between the
bosses and the workforce.

As far as the ruling class is
concerned, providing employ-
ment, and production of even the
most socially useful goods, are

- secondary to the drive for profit.

For the working class, the creat-
ion of profit for the capltahsts 18
simply an unavoidable by-product
of.seeking to earn a living wage.
The lower the wage, the higher
the potential profit: the smaller
the workforce, the harder each
worker is made to toil, the better

“the employer is pleased There is

no common ground.
The employers obviously pres-
surise union leaders to sacrifice

‘their members’ rights and condi-

tions in order to ensure a satisfac-
tory level of profits. This is dress-
ed up in fancy talk about. ‘saving

the company , ‘saving the indus-

try’ or ‘saving jobs’, in a Suppos-

" edly common nat10nal interest’.

But how siiould workers re-
spond to such blackmail? Must
their conditions be driven down
at every whim of the capitalist
class? Is the mere threat of clos-
ure now to be enought to force a
miserable capitulation?

The answer must be no. For
W n-ker\ 1nt”c>t> 1o be detended,
siaesT etfensive must be halt-
e Siabihty aroument
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pany’s bluff on the sacking of the
whole workforce of a vast newly
re-equippped plant that produces

- the company’s star model, and

mobilising the full mdustnal
strength of the TGWU and AUEW

to occupy the plant, and to para-

lyse the car and engineering indus-
try until the sackings are reversed
and union demands conceded.

Plants

It means in smaller plants tak-

ing a similarly hard line against

management demands and
threats. fighting closure threats
with mass occupations and the
struggle for supporting strikers
and boycott action by the trade
union movement.

The calling of management’

bluff could often save jobs by
~halting

redundancy  plans. If
threats of closure are implement-
ed, it is clear that a fight to de-
fend jobs could not have been
long postponed even by making

- concessions:.

-Workers must challenge every

 management claim of bankruptcy

and every financial ‘argument for

redundancies, rationalisation and
‘closure, by fi ghting for the open-

ing of the books of the firm con-

- cerned to elected trade union
“committees — to show the ways -
~in which the massacre of jobs and

hard-won conditions shovels prof-
its into the vaults of the big com-
bines; banks and multmatlonals
A cruc1a1 task is also that of build-
ing awareness among rank .and file
members that the shppery slope
of * concessions - begins in one
firm, but leads at once into its

‘monopoly firms,

competitors and into a never-end-

.ing drive for more speed-up and

lower wages, while the weakest
firms must in the end, under the

- present system, 1nev1tably g0 to

the wall.
The logic of sacrifices to the

‘god of viability is the pauperisa-

tion and super-exploitation, the

division and fragmentation of the
-working . class into competing
| umts identifying each with their

‘own’ employer and cutting each
others’ throats in the fight for the
remaining few jobs avallable

“Against that fearful prospect
we must : fight . for tlie logic of

the class struggle: just as the cm-

ployers gang up against workers,
so we must unite as a class to de-
fend Jobs and living standards, our
organisations and our self—respect

Anarchic

Against the never-ending de-
cline
capitalist system we must look to-
wards the fight for a workers’ gov-
ernment,.the nationalisation with-
out compensatlon of the major
the banks and
finance trusts, and the establish-
ment of a workers’ plan of produ-
ction that can utilise and expand
the wealth of society, creating the
millions of new jobs that -are
needed and creating goods which

are socially useful on a national .
_ and international level. -

A necessary starting pomt in
this is to begin within the unions
and the Labour Party to build the
necessary alternative leadership to
Evans, Duffy and the apostles of
v1ab111tv |
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IF  the iist |
-Militant and “Socialist Ac’uon ten-
dencies were to unite, a powerful -

.Sociallst , 0r aniser,

Trotskyist tendency could be
formed capable of establishing a
Trotskyist daily paper fairly soon

and rapidly transforming the sxtu- .

ation in Britain.

Socialist Action (letter of D
Biggs in SO, April 7) seems to
understand this; or at least be
pointing in that direction (it is
not clear whether it is prepared to
include Militant). . -

There seems little doubt that,

whatever they may still be saying
publicly, under the impact of
cvents, including the expulsion of

1 police officers.

B Littie liford School,

Superheroes’

some ot their leaders trom the
Labour Party and the determined
defence of them by SO, Militant

supporters are also thmkmg again

about the way forward.

However John Lister is right
when he points out that d1v1s10ns
that exist
reflect genuine political disagiee-
ments which must be resolved
rather than ignored.”

The big danger is that a uni-
fied organisation - would be
centrist and not revolutionary,
that while
show “‘the greatest flexibility
towards the mass organisations” it
would not eombme with that the
necessary “intransigence of the

Organiser?

‘AS AN S.0. reader for some two
years I have often meant to write
particularly about the paper’s
trade union coverage. While SO
on the Labour Party thoughtfully
attempts to find new solutions to
old problems, industrial articles
have often neglected serious ana-
lysis in favour of sloganising.

Often (not always) they seem )

informed by the -idea that SO
knows all the answers and if it
shouts loudly and often enough
workers will eventually get the
INCSSAage. i

Recently regm*:ental ser eant

. major. Alan Thornett has been

Icttmg, the world know that the
problem is ‘leadership’. What this
means is left unclear, but it
appears to involve acting like
superman (or superwoman) when
all too often left wing activists are
Clark Kents and Lois Lanes, i.e.
ordinary human beings faced with
al the constraints trade unionism
involves. |

{ am particularly dlsappomted

~that John Mcllroy’s recent careful
~articles giving a realistic analysis
~ of the level of the membership’s -

consciousness and providing -us

- with ammunition to answer their

problems should be met by a re-
sponse  from Tony Richards
which, far from debating the
issucs, simply asserts a dogmatism
which could make SO irrelevant
to pcople like myself.

it Tony really believes that
Arthur Scargill’s behaviour over
~the recent ballot was ‘the very
highpoint of leadership betrayal’,
he is not living on the same planet
as T am.

If Tony really believes that

. support for import controls sim-
ply infects stewards and not mem-

bers, he is dreaming. When he sug-
"s.,sls that we should campaign to-

~day for the sliding scale of wages,

he 18 simply avoiding the real
issucs of 1983,

Because Tony believes that

| hmtters were settled once and for

The Newham 8 — Asian

21 — face charges of con-

b spiracy as well- as threaten-

lmg behaviour and actual
bodily harm.

| They were arrested on

y September 24 1982 after an

.mc:dent with plain-clothes

vious week .there had been
J three major racist attacks
jon Asian schoolchildren at
in New-

ham, and an incident where

,l60 or 70 white youth with

jiron bars and sticks went on

] the rampage in East Ham
and Manor Park.

l Send invitations for speak-

J ers, or resolutions of sup-

i port, to Newham 8 Defence

Campaign, /o0 PO Box
0273, London E79IN.

-~

~(letters, SO '128) is righ

youths aged between 15 and

In the pre-

all by Leon Trotsky in 1938 he
can even deduce, from his state-

ment that the ‘Open the Books’

- demand has never been imple-
-mented in recent times, the mnate-.
excellence and utlhty of this

slogan.

SO has moved some distance
from the half-world of ather left
groupings. The politics of Tony

Richards will drag it back mto the

abyss.
JOYCE BROWN,
(ASTMS no.2 Divisional Council
delegate, in personal capacity)
Manchester 19

A mirror image of '

UNFORTUNATELY Mike Fole

t — 1t 1s
unllkely that the communal sec-
tarian divisions in the Northern

“for the most part

it would correctly "

" make an

Ireland working class will just dis-

appear one morning soon when
“the Protestant workers recognise
that most of their econ8mic privi-

leges are gone or going.

The mass Protestant demand
for restoration of Stormont is in

-part a programme to change this

by restoring a provincial _govern-
ment that will ‘take care’ of the

Protestants at the expense of the

Catholics. '
On the basis of facts from the
TV programme, and memories of

-the big mainly Protestant unem-

ployment demonstrations of the
early '60s, all I suggested was that
we should at least dare to hope
that some common Catholic/Prot-
estant working class struggle
mlght develop, even if only at a
very low level, against what are

now common conditions of econ-

omic and social oppression.

Mike seems to think that it is
‘Militant’ politics even to suggest
that this' might be possible What’s
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| ALAN Thornett (SO 1*27?) and

ime ripe for unity?

party toward
centrism’>  (Trotsky,
1935-36, p.321) “
And this danger does not only
come from .the other tendencies.
In my view, since the unification
of Socialist Press with the old
Socialist Organiser the “hardness”
of SP has not been sufficiently
strongly represented in the com-
bined paper, the present SO.

Writings

What I would like to see SO
do, is propose to the other two

tendencies that for a period, of
say six months, supporters of all
three tendencies should together
intensive study of
Trotsky’s writings, including, to
take a few examples, Where is
Britain Going?, what he wrote on
in the 1920s and ’30s,
Spain in the ’30s and his ertmgs
192940. i

Martin Barclay (SO 128) interpret
my - brief letter (SO 125) as *‘de-
fending” Arthur Scargill, or giving
him “‘the benefit of the doubt™.
My argument is not so much
about whether we should criticise
Arthur Scargill on the Lewis Mer-
thyr struggle, as how. If it is a
question of whether or not to rely
on Scargill, then we should not

- give h1m the benefit of the doubt.

WIONg w1th Militant on this quest-

ion is that it pretends that the

inter-communal division i1s a rift -

and not a chasm, or doesn’t exist,
and that workers’ unity will cert-
ainly be created out of economic
ana social struggles. It looks to
mundane -economic questions ‘on

.the ground’ and to the socialist

revolution on the horizon, and

has no way of linking the two. It -

resolutely stands apart from the
Catholic struggle and has an ab-
stentionist attitude to all the Liv-

/ing political questions, like parti-

tion and so on.

I recorded the facts about the
Protestants’ situation now. I
noted that in the past common
conditions of oppression in which
the Protestants could not grab a

- special advantage — as now — had
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produced a joint Catholic/Protest-
ant fightback. I expressed a
‘hope’. This is not Militant’s poli-
tics.

The opposite of Mlhtant s way

| of underctanding the situation in

Northern Ireland is the view that
any possibility of common Prot-
estant/Catholic action, even in

FEW PEOPLE would deny that
tobacco smoking is largely respon-
sible for the plague of lung cancer
is the clder half of our popu-
lation.

~ As with most cancer-causing
substances, it is difficult to say
how tobacco causes cancer, but
research from America recently
published shows one possible way
— with an amazing link to radla-
tion in the a1r‘

Radxu‘m

Many buildings are made from
“materials containing small
amounts of radioactive elements
like radium, while the soil they
stand in also contains such ele-
ments.

Radium decays slowly into
radon, a radioactive gas which
then escapes into air inside build-
ings from the structure itself or

Radon can then decay into other
radioactive substances such as

reformlsm and

from the soil via unpaved base-
‘ments or damp, porous walls. -

I believe for instance that aiter.
Trotsky’s writings collected in
The Spanish Revolution 1931-
39 (Pathflnder 1973) had been
read, there would be general

- agreement that a wishy-washy
centrist party like POUM, which

many considered to be Trotskyist,
cannot carry through a -revolu-
tion, |

It is a question of putting

clearly to the other tendencies .

the willingness of SO to do all it

-~ can, particularly through a period

of joint study, to reach a prin-

- cipled agreement on the basis of
the strengths but not the weak-.

nesses of all three tendencies, of a
deeper understanding by ‘all of

what has to be done. The time is
ripe for such a unification.

"DAVID HARRIS,
West Sussex

anyone else — is to be convincing
for those who are not already
convinced, then we must grant
the benefit of the doubt. We must
take on the strongest case that

- can be made for those we critic-

ise, not the weakest. -

. Maybe Martin Barclay is right
about big coal stocks not being an
important factor. But for sure the

‘But if criticism of Scargill — or

!
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longer than 400 words,

tonous struggle was dszzcult to
organise. .

~In his statement on the Wed-
nesday of the strike, Arthur Scar-
gill put forward the perspectlve of
spreading the strike through an
Executive call coming in the wake

"~ of ‘the area strike decisions and

situation was one wherc a blg, vic-

conditions llkc these, is ruled out:
that therefore 1t 1s wrong cven to
cxpress a hope about it, and a
wastce of time or politically wrong

~and' diversionary to advocate it;

that the only way out of the im-

il

passe is the ‘national struggle and-

-~ everything else is a distraction

from that. |

This is the position of the
Provisionals, IRSP and in fact of
the USFI1 supporters in "

Ireland: that the ‘national strugg-

le’ in the Six Counties is the cen-
tral question of political life
North and Ogouth. The socialist-
nationalists see this as a question
of taking it in stages, and the
“Trotskyists’ as perrnaneni TeVo-
lution’. For now there is no

difference in practlce

But any serious Marxist policy
must integrate both the struggle
on economic and social questions,
and the struggle for the democrat-
ic reorganisation of the Irish state
system. It must integrate the
struggle on both sides of the

Border. Militant, on one side, and
the Republicans and “Trotskyists’,
both embody a

on the other,

| 1sotopes of polomum lead and

bismuth.

These substances produce a |

type of radiation knows as alpha-
radiation — they produce alpha-
particles. This is not terribly dan-

gerous (alpha-particles are stop-

ped by a few centimetres of air
or a thin layer of clothing, or even
the dead layer on the surface of

our skm) unless they are produ-

ced in the lungs. Here, an alpha

particle may have enough energy
to break into the living cells lin-
ing our lungs and damage the
DNA inside, possibly causing a
cancerous chan c.

‘Now radon and other radio-

active particles enter and leave

the lungs every time we breathe,
producing a small risk that they
may decay and give off their rad-
tation while insidc the lungs.

But, according to Edward
Martell of the National Centre
for Atmospheric Rescarch in the
USA, smoking massively increas-
es the risk from these substances.

Particles of tar in tobacco
smoke attract these radioactive

“the Derbyshire walkouts.
Thornett calls. this statement ‘ex-

~ miners
contract lung cancer four times

- smoke are

- smokers  —

Alan

cellent’, and I agree.

On the Thursday, Alan' writes,g

ztant’

cr1ppllng one-mdedness each re-
pellent to the other, and both

equi-distant from even. minimally
- adequate

revolutionary politics
for Ireland as a whole. |

- Mike Foley himself thinks that
working class unity will only_be
possible within a united socialist
Ireland. Will this united socialist
Ireland be created by magic? Or
when the trumpet sounds and
Brian Boru and his Dolcassian
hordes, or the Red Branch
ng,hts come riding out of Tir Na
Nog? Or by a few hundred Rep-
ublican gunmen?

It can only be created by the -

working class - a (mainly) united
working class. Mike Foley'is in a
vicious circle: for him the socialist
revolution will miraculously come
out of the national struggle,
wherdas for Militant it will come
out of the economic and social
issues.

- He parallels, or creates a mir-
ror image to, Militant. He does

not rise above their ideas, Integra-

ting their proper concerns mto a

- coherent whole

~ JOHN O’MAHONY
~ London.

elements and then make them
settle in the lungs where they are
able to do maximum damage

‘when they do decay.

~Martell calculates that small
reglons of lung tissue can receive
quite high doses of radiation. For
example, a 20-a-day smoker for
40 years will receive a cumulative

dose of 100 rads — enough to

trigger off - cancer (as well as
spendmg £15 ,000 at 1983 prices).

Uranium

Support for Martell’s theor
comes from the fact that uranium
who smoke tend to

faster than other smokers. .

- Also at risk from radioactive
's¢condary smokers’,
pecople who' live or work with
and research has
shown that secondary ‘smokers
have poorer health than more
fortunate non-smokers.

An interestmg thought is that |

onc way in which the release of

-polonium from Windscale in 1957

- They

please:

cargill have won’

Scargill mjade “concessions to the
right wing”. Obviously. He came
out of the executive meeting with
a decision. — the badlot, and the
withdrawal of the area strike calls
— quite different from What he
had called for.

' The question I raised in SO
125 was, were the concessions un-
avoidable? Or did the right wing
majority on-the Executlve or a
large chunk of it; with its force of

‘inertia strengthened by the diffi-

cult objective situation, mount
sufficient resistance that Sca: ill’s
perspective proclaimed on. Wed-
nesday was no longer viable? I
don’t know. But that is at least
possible. And the situation, it
seems to me, was not one where
spontaneous mlhtancy was riding

~ high enough for Scargill simply to

go over the Executlve s head.
Now it is also true, as Alan
points out, that the way Scargill

~announced the ballot decision was

“not the language of someone
forced into the position after a
fight and making a formal state-
ment...”” It happens too often in
the labour movement that mili-
tants, having been forced into an
unsatlsfactory compromise on
this or that committee, then
‘make the best of it’ and thus fail
to do what can be done to edu-
cate and organise a rank and file
movement which can create bet-
ter alternatives for the future.
confine themselves too
much to what will get a majority
now, and fail to blaze a trall for
the future |
I think there isa good case for
criticising Scargill on that score.
But that is dlfferent from saying
that he could have got through his
policy of the Wednesday, and fail-
ed only through lack of will to
flght the right wing.
MARTIN THOMAS,
Islmgton

.
- . .

e

(see SO 127):) could have had its
effect~ on health is through its

- being mopped up by tobacco

smoke.,

FEAR AT WORK . a public meet-

- uhg tonight (8pm, Thursday April

Tlns meeting is about fzghtmg

“job blackmail — the way that em-
~ ployers impose wunsafe working

conditions by the threat of uném-
ployment, It is also about how
powerful vested interests try to
make environmentalists appear
‘anti-worker’, - caring more about
the envnronment than unemploy-
ment,

One speaker will be Richard

Kazis, co-author of ‘Fear at Work’

(which I will try to review when
I get a copy of it), and member

- of the US group ‘Environmental-
- ists for Full Employment’,

' Place. The Black House Rath-
bone Place, London W1 (near
Tottenham Court Rd under-
ground). Sponsored by BSSRS.
and Ttade Union Bookserwce



“meetings
4591. SO is sold at Muir-
10.30-12)
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PAID ads 5p per word, £4
per column inch. Send copy
to Socialist Organiser, 28 *
Middle Lane, London N8,

to arrive by Saturday for
inclusion in the following
week’s paper.

SOUTH London CND/lab-
our movement conference,
Saturday May 21, 10am to
S5pm, at Battersea Arts
Centre, Lavender Hill,
Battersea. Registration £2
per delegate, £1 unwaged,
to Nick Guttmann, Batter-
sea CND, 16 Chivalry Road,
London SWll . |

EL SALVADOR Solidarity
Campaign: Labour Move-
ment conference, Saturday

‘May 14, 10am to 5§‘m,

County Hall London SE1.
Credentials £2 from ESSC,
29 Islington Park St ’
London N1.

e SCOTLAND

Glasgow. For details of
meetings contact paper sel-
lers or Stan Crooke, 114
Dixon - Avenue, Glasgow
G42. SO is sold at Maryhill
dole (Tuesday mornings)
and Rutherglen shopping
arcade (Friday lunchtime).

Edinburgh. For details of
ring Dave, 229

house (Saturday
and the First of May book-
shop, Candlemaker Row.

e NORTH-WEST

Wirral. Contact Colin John-
stone, 1 Wellington Rd, Wall-
asey. Next meeting: Thurs-
day May 12, 8pm, at the
Labour .Club, Church Rd,
Seacombe: ‘Democracy In
the unions’.

‘e

" Liverpool. Contact 733 6663.

SO is sold at Progressive

Books, Berry St, and at
News from  Nowhere,
Whitechapel.

Manchester. SO is sold at
Grass Roots Books, Newton
St., Piccadilly. Contact:
273 6654.

Stockport. Contact c/o 38
Broadhurst St. Meetings
every Sunday, 7.30pm:
phone 429 6359 for details.
SO is sold at Stockport
—arket everv Saturday, 11

I §:
o aaw W .

MAY DAY Peace Festival

organised by the GLC. Sun-
day May 1, noon to 7pm at
Vlctorla Park Hackney.

LABOUR Committee on Ire-
land Annual General Meet-

| ing: Saturday April 23, 10am

to S5Spm at Caunty Hall,

| London SE1. Resolutions to

be submitted by April 8. Con-

‘tact: LCI, BM Box 5355, -

Londnn WCIN aXX.

BLACK Trade Unionists
Solidarity Movement Confer-

- ence.

Junc4 & 5 at County Hall
London SE1.

International Black speakers.
Credentials from Neville
Adams, 115 Neville Road,
London N16. -

NEWHAM 8 Defence Cam--
‘paign. Details of activities, -
.speakers and model resolu-
tions from PO Box 273,

| Forest Gate, London E7 9IN

Rochdale. Meets on second
Monday of the month, 7.30

at Castle Inn.

Hyndburn. Contact Ac-
_crington 395753. Meetings

weekly — see SO sellers for -

details. SO is sold at Broad-
way, Accrington, Saturdays

11.30to 1pm. -
Stoke. - Contact Arthur
Bough, 23 Russell Road,
Sandyford (84170).

* YORKSHIRE AND
NORTH-EAST

Huddersﬁeld ) Contact Alan

1 Brooke, 59 Magdale, Hon-

ley, Huddersfield HD7 2LX

Durham. SO is sold at the
Community Co-op, New
Elvet. | |

York. Contact: 796027. SO
is sold at Coney St on Sat-
~urday mornings, at the
Community Bookshop, and

outside the dole office most

mornings.

Leeds. Contact Garth
Frankland 623322. SO 1is
sold at Books and Corner
Books, Woodhouse Lane.

Bradford. Contact Barry

Turner 636994. SO is sold
at the Starry Plough book-
shop.

Sheffield. Meets every oth-
er Wednesday, 7.30pm at
the Brown Cow, The Wick-
er. SO is so0ld outside

- through

.} Sunday May 1, 7pm, |
. Dominion Theatre, Totten-

‘dent Bookshop,

GAY LPYS. Next meeting

| Sunday May 1, 6pm at
Gay’s The Weord, March-
~ mont St, London WC1.

BENEFIT for the Ma 7
Bntam out of lreland de-

monstration. Saturday May |
7,7.30, Co-op Hall, 129

-Seven Slsters Rd, N7 £3

waged, £1.50 UB4,0.
HULL Trades Council May

- Day march — Saturday April

30. Assemble 10,30am Wilb-
erforce Monument, march
city centre led by
Humberside confingent of
People’s March for Jobs 83.
Speaker from Greenham |
Common.

HULL Trades Council ‘Rock

Against Thatcher’ with Bush-
fire, Bocks O’Phroggs, Stud-
ent Centre College of HE,
Cottingham Rd. Saturda
April 30, 7.30pm: £l.25,
£,1 NUS, 50p UB40.

Chile Solidarity Campaign

presents: In Concert'for
Chile, ‘Quilapayun’ and
‘The Boys of the Lough’.

\.'

‘ham Coust Rd. Tickets from
Chile Solidarity Campaign

1 12724298}, £6. £5 €4 and

,£2 unwaged. ..

Boots Fargate (Saturday
12to 1) and at the Indepen-

Glossop
Rd. Contact: Rob, 589307.

Hull. Meets every Wednes-

" day, Bpm: details from SO

sellers. Childcare available.

SO is sold at the Prospect "
Centre (Saturday 11-12).

Halifax. Contact 52156. SO
is sold at Halifax Whole-
food, Gibbet St, and at
Tower- Books, Hebden
Bndge

"LONDON May Day march

and rally: assemble 12 noon
at Tower Hill, march at
1pm to Victoria Park for
rally and GLC Festival.
Organised jointly by Lon-

don trade unions, Labour
Party and Co-op under the
-} slogans: stop Cruise and

{ Trident, jobs not bombs,
defend the unions.

LABOUR Movement Cam-
paign for Palestine: recall-
ed first national conferen-
ce, Saturday May 21, 11am,
County Hall, London SE1.
Open to members and to
delegates from affiliated
organisations. Membership
£5, conference fee £2,to

LMCP c/o0 28 Carlton Man-

sions, Holmleigh Rd
London N186. -

LABOUR CND West inaug-
ural meeting. Sunday June

26, 2.30pm, Taunton CLp

meeting rooms, 24 East
Reach, Taun_ton LP mem-

1 bers only

| the strike at Cowley, and
descnbed the union lead--

{ meetings on the issue, and
‘that the paper should pub-

CONFERENCE of Soclahst

Economists conference

1983: The World Economy
-in Crisis. July 9to 11in

Sheffield. Detmls from 25

‘Horsell Rd, London N5.

York. Contact 796027. SO
is sold at Coney St on Sat-

urday mornings, at the
Community Bookshop, out-

side the dole office most

mornings, and at the Uni-
versity on Friday mornings.

* WALES
Cardiff. Contact 492988
e MIDLANDS

Birmin gham Meets alter-

Where we stand

* Orzanine the left to beat back the Tories’ attacks! No to T

attacks on union rights; defend the picket-line: no state
interference in our unions! No to any wage curbs. Labour
must support all struggles for better living -standards and

conditions.

* Wage rises: should at the very least keep up  with price

increases.

For a price index calculated by working class

organisations, as the basis for clauses in all wage agreements

to provide automatic monthly rises in line with the true cost -
“of living for the working class. The same inflation-proofing

should apply to state benefits, grants and pensions.

* Fight for improvements in the social services, and against -
- cuts. Protection for those services against inflation by auto-

matic inflation-proofing of expenditure. For occupations and
supporting strike action to defend jobs and services.

¥ * End unemployment. Cut hours, not jobs. Fight for a 35
‘hour week and an end to overtime., Demand work-sharing

without loss of pay. Organise the unemployed — campaign
for a programme of useful public works to create new jobs

for the unemploved.

* Defend all jobs! Open the books of,those firms that threat-
en closure or redundancies, along with those of their suppi-
iers and bankers, to elected trade union committees. For
occupation and blacking - action to halt the closures. For

nationalisation without

management.

compensation under

workers’

* Make the bosses pay, not the working class. Mllhons for-
hospitals, not & penny for ‘defence’ Nationalise the banks

Delegate

meeting

DELEGATES from SO
groups across-the country
met in London last Sunday,
24th, to hear reports, dis-

cuss motlons and plan this

year’s Socrahst Orgamser
Alliance AGM.
- John Bloxam reported on

the progress of Socmhsts .
for a Labour Victory’. Lab-.
our’s right wing, he pomted ‘-_
out, will be pushing to have
Labour s more radical poli-

cies relegated to the lon
term, and the left needs to
organise against this.

Alan Thornett spoke on

cular

ers’ role as a specta

sell-out. We decided that

SO groups should still hold

lish a special supplement.
Report:

| the witch-hunt in the Lab-

‘trade unions’.

our Party, on reselection,
on the People’s March for

here to flnd 001ahst Organlser

nate Fridays, 7.30pm, the

Hen and Chickens, Consti-
tution Hill. Next meeting
Friday May 6. SO is sold at
the Other Bookshop, Dlg-
beth High St.

Coventry. Contact Keith
White, 75623. SO is sold at
the Wedge Co-op, High St.
Meets on first and last

.'.4'

‘Thursday of the 'month,
7.30 at the ‘Queen’, Prim-

rose Hill St, Hillfields.

Leicester. Contact Phil,
857908. SO is sold outside
Supasave (Friday 4.30 to
' 6), the Co-op, Narborough
;td (Saturday 11-12.30),
land at Blackthorne Books
High St.

Northampton. Meets e_very
other Monday. Next meeting
May 2: ‘Socialists and the
Details: con-
tact 713606.

Nottingham. Meets every
Fnday, 7.30pm at the Inter-
national Community Cen-
tre, 61b Mansfield Rd. SO
is sold outside the Victoria
Centre (Saturday 11 to 1)
and at the Mushroom Book-
shop, Heathcote St.

* SOUTH

Oxford. SO is sold at the

Cornmarket (Saturday 11 to

1) and outside Tesco,
Cowley Rd, Friday 5 to 7.
Also at EOA Books, Cowley
Road.

S were given on

clear weapons.
We debated our attitude
to the Labour Party NEC

elections, and 1 nontles for
Labour Pa:;ty conference
- motions. 4

 The financial -report' re-‘

vealed major problems with
paper money owed by-sup-

porters. Local groups were -
also asked to ensure a reg- -

ular flow of supporters’
contribations and fund-
raising.

oy spectabular sell-out Above. TGonfﬁcmz David Buckle

Jobs, and on the May 24
- women'’s stnke agamst nu-

The constitution of .the

- Socialist Organiser Alliance

lays down that the AGM

must be in May or June.

We decided that if Thatcher

calls an early general elec-

tion, an extraordinary gen-

eral meeting will be called

to put back the AGM.

cussed, and we agreed to

~ improve coordination - of
comrades involved in inter-
- national solidarity work.

Socialist Orgamser is not just a paper.
We fight to organise workers in the
‘struggle for a new leadership in the
labour movement. If you agree with
what we have to say, you can help

Basingstoke. Public meeting
May 16.

7.30, Chute House.

'« LONDON._

| .North West London. Read-
ers’ meetings first Sunday

of month. Phone Mlck |
624 1931, for details. SO is

sold at Kﬂbum Books.

Hounslow. Next meeting

Sunday May 8, 8pm, on-

Ireland. For venue see SO
sellers. SO is sold outside
All Saints Church, Houns-

low High St, Saturday 10.30
amto 12.

Tt

Harin gey. Contact 802

0771 or 348 5941. Meets

every other Thursday, 7.30,

Trade Union Centre, Bra-.

bant Road.

Islington. ,
Sunday May 8. For details
and for chlldcare phone
Nik, 278 1341.

Tower Hamleta - Meets
fortnightly on Fridays, 6.30
to 8.30pm. Contact 377

1328 for details.

Southw k/Langbeth
Meets every other Wed-

nesday at Lansbury House,
41 Camberwell Grove, SE5.

Business meetmg 1. 30pm
open forum dlscusswn

'8.30pm. Next meeting May

11. Details next week

. ‘Is a Socialist Revo-
lution Possible in Britain?’

Other

Next meeting

SO Marxist discussion
greup. Sunday May 8 at
7.30pm on.

world*. PRone Ian on 670
3279 for venue.,

Hackney. Contact Andrew
Horning, 28 Carlton Man-
sions, Holmleigh Rd, N16.

SO is sold at the following

London bookshops: Col
letts, Central Books, The
- Bookshop, Book-
marks, Bookplace (Peck-
ham Rd, SE15), Kilburn
Books, and Reading Mat-
ters (Wood Green Sh0pp1ng
Centre).

HARINGEY Socialists for a |

Labour Victory organising
meeting. Tuesday May 10,
8pm, 5 Stuart Crescent,
London N15. Speakers in- .
clude Valerie Veness (PPC,
Hornsey), Reg Race MP,
and Dolly Kiffin (Broad-
water Farm Youth Associa-
tion). Contact Peter Ken-
way, 348 5941.

. ‘Imperialism:
how the bosses divided the

-

Detailed plans for the AGM

“will be prepared soon.
- A resolution from Man-
chester supporters was dis-

and financial institutions, without compensation. End the
interest burden on councﬂ housing and other public services,
* Freeze rents and rates.

* Scrap all immigration controls. Race is not a problem:
mchamn . The labour movement must mobilise to drive the
fascists off the streets. Purge racists from positions in the
hiroer mosement. Organiee full support for black self-
defence. Build workers™ defence squads.

* The capitalist podct are 2zt znemy for the working class.
Support all demands 10 weaken them as a bosses’ striking
force: dissolution of special squads (SPG. Special Branch,
MI5, etec.), public accountability, etc.
*Free abortion on demand. Women’s equal right to work and
full equality for women. Defend and extend free state
nursery and childcare provision.
* Against attacks on gays by the state: abolish all laws which
discriminate against lesbians and gay men; for the right of the
gay community to organise and affirm their stand ptblicly.
* The Irish people — as a whole — should have the right to
determine their own future. Get the British troops out now!
Repeal the Prevention of Terrorism Act. Political status for
Irish Republican prisoners as a matter of urgency.
* The black working people of South Africa should get full
support from the British labour movement for their strikes,
- struggles and armed combat against the white supremacist
regime. South African goods and services should be blacked.
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THOCTES, and
£16 for a year.

Bundle of 5
eacC.t week:

£12 for 3
months.
Bundle of 10 -
£21 for 3
months.
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Become a supporter of the Socialist
Organiser Alliance — groups are estab-
lished in most large towns. It -costs -
£1.50 a month (20p -- unwaged) to
be a supporter.

* It is essential to achieve the fullest democracy in the labour .o ]
movemegt.hAutomatic reselection of MPs during each parlia- | want to become a Socialist Organiser
------------------------- ment and the election by annual conference of party leaders. u i :
| enclose £ ) | Annual election of all trade union officials, who should be > pporter/want more mform,at'on'
"""""" - paid the average for the trade. Name .. ..
To: Socialist Orgamser, 28 Middle Lane * The chaos, waste, human suffering and misery of capitalism ST SR SSARSRERSy RN
now — in Britain and throughout the world — show the Address

London N8 8PL.

Subscribe

urgent need to establish rational, democratic, Human control
over the economy, to make the decisive sectors of industry
social property, under workers’ control. The strength of the

- labour movement lies in the rank and file. Our perspective
must be working class action to raze the capitalist system
down to its foundations, and to put a working class socialist
alternative in its place — rather than having our represent-
atives run the system and waiting for crumbs from the tables
of the bankeraand the bosses.
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Send to Soeialist Orgamser 28 Middle
Lane, London N8 8PL. .-
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WE ALL need rerhinding
sometimes of the tremendous
impact of television on popu-

lar consciousness. For more

~and more people the printed
‘word matters less and less.

Labour doesn’t only need '

a daily paper. It needs 1ts own
television channel.
Nonetheless, in a World where

even the high spots of Coronation -

Street or Dallas are instantaneous-
ly obsolescent, and where the evi-
dence of serious television drama
related to contemporary political
problems is slight and its impact
negligible, it is surprising to find
the BBC drama series 7he Boys
from the Blackstuff still a talking
point in homes, workplaces, pubs
and clubs long after its second
showing. |
"~ The indomitable
" Yosser Hughes has entered the
pantheon of modern folk heroes.
‘Giz a job’ and ‘I can do that’
have bcome instantly recognisable

parts of modern street lore, and )

his fondness for the violent use of
his head has meant in Liverpool
what was formerly termed a
‘Kirkby kiss’ is now called a ‘Yos-
ser Hughes’.

Whilst plays w}uch challenge
and subvert the status quo from
time to time appear on television
— the Loach/Garnett/Allen films
are perhaps the best examples —
they rarely have had anything like
the resonance beyond the circles
of the already politically interest-

ed, committed or active, of Alan
Blcasdale s cycle.

The plays have probably done
more to publicise the plight of
Britain’s unemployed, the coer-
cion and oppression they suifer
from the state, the impotence and
desperation people are feeling in
our devastated cities, than a thou-
sand leaflets or newspaper art-
icles.

The central reason for this is

.quite simply that the five plays
constitute a major artistic achieve-
ment. With the help of brilliant

casting, acting, production and

direction, Alan Bleasdale has suc-
ceeded in capturing in all its com-
plexity and contradiction the real
universe millions inhabit in
Britain today as the working class
is caught in the decline of the sys-
tem that created it.

| Where television so often lies,
. Bleasdale tells the truth. He creat-
es working class life as it is lived.
He shows vividly what Thatcher-

. . SEATLA
L. e )

.........
''''''''

figure of

‘The indomitable figure
of Yosser Hughes has
entered the pantheon of
modern folk heroes’. But
does it represent a radical
challenge to the status
quo — or just a statement
of despair?

John Mcliroy continues

“the discussion on Alan

Bleasdale’s celebrated TV
series, ‘The Boys from
the Black_stuff’ :

necessity to continue the struggle

Or the final ray of optimism

when Yosser, a sane figure in the
mad pub, lays ‘Shakehands’ on
the floor in an affirmation of the

- and the residual power to do this.

.

ism does to human beings, what

wmss unemployment does to any

. sense of worth or dignity.

Researchers touch on a reality

beyond statistics when they claim
tat one per cent on the unemploy-
ent figures means up to four per
¢ent on admissions to mental
hospitals, four per cent on the
suicide rate and a fiyg per cent
increase in murders. -
‘It is because Bleasdale captur-

es the psycho-drama of Liverpool

in the ’80s and compellingly por-

trays the range of reality, the
rage, the desperatlon the futility
and the resistance of the maimed
and wrecked citizens of this
world at the end of its tether that

millions have been convinced,

imaginatively involved, emotional-
ly engaged.

Weeks after the plays it is easy
to recall the horror when the
young .socialist, Snowy, worn but

still defiant, goes to a ridiculous
wasted death, the

passionate
grief of his father , George Malone,
as he visits the grave, the angulsh

of the bitter, wrenching conflict

between Chrissie and Angie, and

the despair.as he destroys the pets
which, with drink, were his only
solace

- Or the ]OY which lights up and
rejuvenates the beaten features of
George’s wife when the doctor
treating the old socialist asks
whether he was the same George
he heard addressing a mass meet-
ing when he was a boy.

Or the joit of sickly surprise
when the old security guard, the
one pillar of rectitude and con-
ventional morality in the corrupt
world of the docks, is revealed as
the organiser of the heist — rotten
beneath the facade.

- SEE NEE I I 0N N INN D BN BN B e

HARD
TIMES

Just out from Pluto
Press: an analysis of
capitalism in crisis
from regu/ar Socialist
Organiser contributor
Bob Sutcliffe. £2.50
from bookshops, or
(with 50p post and
packing) from Pluto,
The Works, 105a
Torriano Avenue,
London NW5.
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If Bleasdale had merely illum-
inated in all its oppressive detail
the system wunder which the
unemployed exist, he would have

deserved our gratltude. He shows

us what the welfare state has be-
come. Thrown onto the dole the

victims are unable to ex1st on 1ts

handouts.

The authorities, the socnal ser-

vice bureaucracies, are there to

" see that they do. Everybody with

a job in the plays is an agent of
discipline and control, whether
the police themselves, the social

security clerks, the Department of

Employment snoopers, or the
social workers.

‘Whatever their own beliefs,

the apparatus forces them into an

oppressive role. By linking his

characters’ responses to his de-

~of the ship

scription of the stat tt’s creation

and institutionalisation of help-

less poverty, Bleasdale links pri-

vate suffering to public issues,

the personal to the political.

The real strength of the plays
lies in their depiction of the
spectrum of responses. Chrissie
gives in. He takes refuge in the old
Liverpudlianism, ‘You have to be
a comedian to live here’.

But as his wife Angie says, ‘It’s
not funny. It is not friggin funny.
I've had enough of that “If you
don’t laugh you’ll cry”. I’ve heard

it for years. This stupid soddin -

city’s full of it. Why don’t you
cry? Why don’t you scream? Why
don’t you fight back, you bastard,
fight back’.

Stuffing

But Chrissie doesn’t. The

stuffing.has been knocked out of

him. Desplte pleading he fails to
negotiate his way back into the
other world of steady jobs and re-
mains locked into his mutually
destructive struggle with Angie.
Dixie enters the path of rolling
with the punches and beating the
system. Throughout this episode
there is the taste of fear. He

moontights for a security firm and

embarks on a war of manoeuvre
with the DHSS.

- He is bribed and bludgeoned
into cooperating with the rifling
“he is paid to guard.
And, like Chrissie, his family life

is devastated. Where one of the

|

characters . earlier claims in re-
sponse to Snowy’s militant
preaching, ‘Don’t you think we
know all that stuff... but at times
like this you look to your own’,
the family is unmasked as 1o

refuge at all.

It = disintegrates as Dixie

becomes estranged from his child- -

ren, sees with quiet desperation
what the system is doing to his
eldest son, and watches his wife
become a bundle of nerves terri-
fied to answer the door or answer
the phone as the snoopers close
in. .
The main will to resistance in
the plays is exemplified by Yosser
Hughes. The situation has driven
Yosser mad, but his madness is a
measure of his iron will to resist.
Yosser demands a job. When

the wall he builds is crooked and

he is sacked he lays out the bent
building contractor just as he
lays out the invincible
hands’ before whom all _others

crumble.
For his chlldren Yosser is not

R R - e

‘beliefs

‘Shake-

mad. Unlike D1x1e and Chrissie he
has not been turned in on his
own. His family has to be physic-
ally destroyed by the state.

Even when Yosser wants to
give
wants to accept that resistance is
futile, he can’t. His suicide bid
fails. If everything that is worth-
while in humanity is to be preser-
ved, you have to go on fightlng
You can’t cop out.

But if Bleasdale is not ultimat-

ely pessimistic, does not believe
the game is up. 1n a hopeless
world,

still Yosser’s struggle is
individual and. demented. The

political struggle is represented by

-George Malone, his wife, and his

son Snowy. The tide is running
strongly against that tradition.
In the first plays the workers

‘on the site discuss politics, the

riots, unemployment, the Tories.
But the view is pessimistic. One of
the characters complains, ‘Every-
thing’s gone sour. Everyone is
looking after number one. We’re
not winning any more... Your
go out the window when
the bailiffs are at the door’.
George’s other sons articulate
the feeling of many trade union
activists today. ‘I’'m telling you
da, honest to God. Sometlmes |
look around at some of the fellas
I’'m supposed to be fighting for,
and they don’t seem to care or
understand about anything that
hasn’t- got tits or comes out of a

| | barrel’.

They are answered by their
mother, who exclaims that she
and George have spent a lifetime

struggling against defeatism. The
~point is* to keep resisting even
when you are not winning.

Rocky

-But the collective struggle she
and George represent is almost
entirely excluded from the plays.
It is no longer relevant. Snowy’s

‘words fall on rocky ground. His

death suggests the futility of his
ideas. George, the unions, the
Labour Party, are echoes from a
foreign country where they did
things differently.

Where once George addressed
mass meetings, the animalistic
dockers loot the ships. George
holds the community together.
Even as he dies they queue for
advice. But he can pass this into
Yosser, who in turn can’t. even
relate to Chrissie and Dixie.

Where once workers built org-

-anisations and fought successfully

trade unionism is now dissolved
infto manic drunken camaraderie.

Trade unions can’t help the em-

ployed or uncmployed. ‘Yet an-

in, wants to kill himself,

tradition of collective, explicitly

b=y A ATy ——

“One per cent on the unemployment fzgures means four per cent on the suzczde rate
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ther redundancy party’ puts its
£1000 down on the bar to drink

away defeat.

The last play in the series is a

who represents all that was best
about his class, takes a last ride in
a wheelchair past the silent cran-
es, the decaying warehouses and
dying docks, where the Liverpool

proletariat was forged, recalling in

a final monologue old battles and
-old friendships with a delight and
warmth which turns cold in the

face of the present reality.
But George rages against that
reahty, crymg overr and over

again, ‘I can’t beheve there’s no
hope for my class...’

It is not the playwright’s jOb
to provide answers, and Bleasdale
doesn’t. We can all certainly

recognise an -important truth in
- the play’s argument. The unions
- have failed thousands.

The - Labour Party appears all

too often and culpably irrelevant

to the preoccupations of those
trapped by our econoimic and
social crisis in the Kirkbys, Ding-
les and the Garstons. |

Do the leaders of our party
and unions really understand the
world of the Chrissies, Dixies and
Yossers? Do they: really know
what is going on?

Many of us will have our
doubts, but we will still disagree
with the play’s conclusions. We
‘cannot go on in the old ways. But

the tradition of George Malone.

is not irrelevant to the concerns
of Britain’s unemployed. It
should not be written off.

It does need development. It

does need revialising. But there
are answers, there are ways out
for the Chnss1es Dixies and
Yossers. Fundamental social

| BOOKS

I Cnthue of the Gotha

| Programme, 30p; Wagesg#

0 price and profit, 40p;
B Communist Manifesto
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change in the mterests of the
workmg class is still possible. To
achieve it we have to start with
the tools at hand. And despite
their inadequacies — and god
knows they are numerous — those
tools are still the unions and the
Labour Party.
*  Whilst we should not demand
of drama which enriches people’s
lives, illuminates reality, and ex-
lams us to ourselves, that it
should have a neat ohtlcal mes-
sage tagged on, the exclusmn of
collective struggle from the plays
is not only a political deficiency.
It is, in the end, a limitation on
Bleasdale’s dramatic vision.

Liverpool — like Glasgow,
like Newcastle — is full of Chris-
sies and Dixies. It is also full of
Jimmy Forsyths, Rose Murphys,
Dave Kirkbys, Jenny Dales, Tony
McQuades, Bobby 0wens men
and women thrown. onto the
scrapheap who share the world of
Chrissie and Dixie but who have
kept faith with George Malone.

‘They are still involved in their
collective organisations. They are
fighting to turn them to their pur-
poses. They ensure that collective
struggle and optimism are still
part of Liverpool in 1983.

The Boys From- The Black-
stuff has done a marvellous job. If
it had shown a little more of this,
its importance would have been
incalculable. Perhaps we should
not ask for too much, but rest
with the hope that the cycle con-
stitutes a breakthrough for real
drama on television.

Nevertheless, when the 1983
People’s March reaches London,
wouldn’t it be wonderful if both
Alan Bleasdale and Bernard Hili,
who played Yosser Hughes, were
on the platform?

6::'._'7'. o
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by John Cunnmgham

THE STRIKE by steel crattsmen

in South Yorkshire is over.

At a mass meeting in Rother-
ham on Monday night, 25th, the
strikers agreed to the shop stew-
ards’ recommendation to return
to work. The strike was basically
over the same issues on which

ISTC members in the steel indus-

try in South Yorkshire had struck
two weeks earlier. It was a defens-
ive strike to prevent BSC manage-
ment riding roughshod over the
workforce and imposing shift
changes without consultation. '

The ISTC returned to work,
but the craftsmen, traditionally
the strongest section of steelwork-

IN the absence of a manifesto
it is only possible to speculate
on the effects on further and
higher education of another

five years of Tory rule. How-

ever, it is possi‘ble to note
current trends in the govern-
ment’s policy and also various
statements of . intent from
prominent education spokes-
people in the Tory Party, and
to draw conclusions. '

The Tories are clearly com-

mitted to reducing the amount
spent by the government and

local authorities on education (as
on all areas of public expenditure
on social services) and to privat-
ising eduction to a much greater
degree. This,

teed to the wealthy, it will be
- enormously reduced for the sest
of us.

Loans

What form will this privatisa-
tion take? Firstly, on student
financial support, it is almost
~certain that a re-elected Tory
government would replace at least
part of the current student grant
with loans. There would be
nothing offered to students Jn
further education, or in other
areas not covered by the current
mandatory award€ system.

It is highly unhkely that they
would increase the eligibility of

students to- social security
benefits, so we can expect a very

fferent class composition among

much reduced student popula-
ion, if such a move goes ahead.

As this would, in effect, mean
college closures, it would enor-
mously help the Tories in their
desire to see a reduction in the
number of “public sector higher
education institutions, and in the
size of the ones which remain.

Teachers

Judging by Rhodes Boyson’s

recent comments about there

10p per copy plus postage
from 13 Buxton Rd, N19.

" made
apprenticeships are finished.

What do
Tories plan

for students"

, of course, means
thaf while access is still guaran-

- between
tion’

ers in South Yorkshlre stayed
out, believing that the ISTC had
given in to management — a belief
shared by many ISTC rank and
file activists. |
The craftsmen’s leader, Ber-
nard Connolly of the EETPU, said
of the decision, “We have not
gained anything. We have just de-
fended our rights”. These rights
include consdltation on .
changes, consultation on redund-
ancies, and an assurance f{rom
BSC that apprentices will not be
-redundant when their

Given the current state of the
steel industry, to defend these

points is an achievement. But pro-

spects are far from rosy.

By Sarah
Veale

(Deputy President,
National Union of
Students)

~ being too many teachers, and his

expressed desire to curtail subject

choice for qualification in this

field, no doubt we will see further

reductlons in this area.
The National Advisory Body,
set up to co-ordinate the activities

- of the public sector higher educa-
~ tion colleagues, has become little

more than a device for implemen-

ting cuts in - these colleges and
‘then coming up with the rggionale

for so_ doing. The University
Grants Committee is now. effec-
tively in a similar position.

This trend will no doubt |
worsen as a new Tory government
pursues an even more ruthless

monetarist strategy.

The further education sector is
rapidly becoming part of the
Manpower Services Commission,
so colleges, faced with cuts in

local authority financing, take on .

more and more Youth Training
Schemes, often with little idea of
how to organise them.

Muddle

William Waldegrave recently

admitted that further education -

was in a muddle. (His boss,
Thatcher, went a step further by
helpfully declaring that the whole
education system was in a mess!!

-Whose fault is that, one might

well ask!) Their solution to this

‘mess will probably be to turn

furthe; education colleges into
training centres, so that students
wishing to pursue “academic”

- options will have no choice but to

stay at school, whereas all non-
academic courses will go to the

- colleges.

This wrll create a clear dmsron
‘training” and “‘educa-
’, and between sixth forms in
schools and colleges and no prizes
for guessing what the over-riding

- class composition of the respec-

tlve mstltutrons will be!

Unions

Finally, no doubt, we will see

yet further increases in fees for

overseas students, privatisation of
ancillary services in -education
(such as caterlng) and increasing
interference in course content
from central government as insti-
tations are more closely scrutin-

ised: In terms of student union .
financing, we can expect at the
least further cuts in funds, and at

the worst, voluntary membershlp-
and/or far tighter government or
institutional control.

We can’t afford to let the.

Tories back in if we want to
retain even the current State edu-
cation service, let alone the
expanded one that i1s needed.

shift

 Craft strlke ended

BSC say they want 100 staff.

redundancies in South Yorkshire.
The strikes by the ISTC and

‘the craftsmen have once again de-

monstrated the weakness of the
organisation of the unions in the
steel industry, particularly of the
ISTC, whose leadership, under

Bill Sirs, were only too eager to’
~ settle with BSC in return for very

little. The craftsmen stuck it out
for longer. However, until genuine
unity can be built between all sec-
tions of workers in the steel
industry, and a united response
instead of regional or individual

plant Iesponses, prospects will be
bleak

LAST Thursday, 21st, 2300
1 Tilbury dockers voted two to

one to stay out and meet
again in two weeks’ time.
Qver the six weeks of this offi-

cial dispute, the strikers have re-

sisted threats by the Port of Lon-
don Authority that it will declare
itself bankrupt and/or declare
huge redundancies, and moves by
TGWU officials (fo]lowing secret

‘talks with the employers) to get
‘the issue shunted into ACAS.

At one point their own stew-
ards recommended a return to

work, and it was voted down.
They have also picketed back
out the riverside dockers, who ini-
tially struck in solidarity and then
voted narrowly to return after a-
TGWU full-timer told them that
their action could not be made

offictal because of the Tory union

laws.

Parrty. -

. The ‘dockers’ demand is for
pay parity with office staff. In
Hull and Southampton parity is
the rule, but in London dockers

get a basic of £106 as against the

lowest grade clerks’ £134. The

_Dockers defy Tebbit

strike was sparked when the dock-
ers were offered a pay rise of only

- £4 this year.

Widespread blacking has made
the strike effective, and shipping
companies are puttlng pressure
for a settlement.

The employers . have offered
£1 more on basic pay, increased
holiday pay, and a promise of
‘wage comparability’ in 1985 —
but since that was rejecred, they

* say they can afford no more.

Donations:  George  Lake,
TGWU office, Calcutta Road,
Tilbury, Essex. |

- by Stephen Corbrshley

180,000 MEMBERS of the
¢ivil service union CPSA are
currently voting on the Tory
pay offer made to civil service
workers two weeks ago.

The CPSA’s Broad Left domi-
nated National Executive Commi-
ttee (NEC) is urging rejection of
the offer, worth 42% to some and
less to most, with a campaign of
leaflets town meetings, and

posters It is calling for all out
strike action from June 1.

The Tories have offered 4 per
cent plus £70 for those on the
maximum of their scale, and 3%%
plus £70 for those on lower
points. They reckoned this was a

concession to the low paid of -

CPSA sufficient to buy off oppos-
ition. |
They may be right. But only

because the national leaderships

of all civil service unions, organis-
ed -in the Council of Civil Service

‘Unions (COCSU), have pursued
the joint pay claim of £12 a week,

- Labour

|Support for Greenings

Delegations from the strike at N Greenmg Ltd., Warrington,
have got a good response at Halewood, at local collrerres and

at other branches of the parent company, Yohnson Flrth Brown.
400 workers at Greenings — members of GMBU, EETPU,

AUEW, TASS and NSMM — are on strike against moves by

-management to abolish the annual wage claim, end negotiated
holidays, reduce trade union facilities, and axe 89 jobs
immediately with more cuts to come.

Messages/donations: N Greening JSSC, ¢/o Len Blood 26,

St. John St.,

Newton-le-erlows Merseysrde

Scottlsh TUC

Cold, dull and
unmsplrmg

by Stan Crooke

THE Scottish TUC’s 82nd
annual congress was held at
Rothesay on April 18-22.

-Stan Crooke reports.

Rothesay in late April is
rather like the congress itself:
cold, dull, uninspiring, and
predommantly inhabited by
senior citizens who have long
since retired from active life.

The congress was
nothing but a re-run of this year’s
Party Scottish confer-

ence: with a general election

.likely in the immediate future,

the word ‘“‘unity” provoked a res-

ponse among delegates similar to -

that. produced whenever Lesley
Crowther used to shout “Cracker-
jack!” in the show of the same
name.

The only fundamental differ-
ence was the strong influence of
the Communist Party on the
STUC which revealed itself partic-

“ularly in relation to international

1ssues.

Major victim of the bureau-
cracy’s unity offensive was a com-
posite motron calling for opposi-
tion to “any discussions on wage
restraints, whether. statutory,
voluntary or through a national
economic assessment.”

The same day that Helen
Liddell, Scottish sccretary of the
Labour Party, addressed the
congress and called for support
for a national - cconomic assess-
ment,  this composite was rc-
written to delete all reference to
the national economic assessment.

The only opposition to
delction from the compositec of
reterence to the national econom- |
1¢ assessment came from  right

really

time  a
‘demands for import controls and

wingers in the AUEW delegation.
They wanted the phrase retained
since they equated the national
economic assessment with the

beginnings of socialist’ corporatist

planning.

ASTMS General Secretary
- Clive Jenkins drew up an emer-
- gency
the STUC General. Council to

resolution, which he got

move, pledging full support for
“Partners in Rebuilding Britain”

— the Labour -Party document
- which

contains plans for a
national economic assessment.

An apparently unending series
‘of .resolutions was passed, oppos-
ing all things evil and supporting
all things good.

Unemployment, sexual and

racist discrimination, anti-union
legislation, nuclear weapons, low

pay, long working hours, cuts in

- public spending, privatisation of

council services, hiving off of

- nationalised  industries, the Tory
- government  1n -

Margaret Thatcher in partleular
were all condemned. -

Unfortunately, all the resolu-
tions were singularly lacking in
any proposals for action.

The French and the Japanese
-were blamed for the plight of the
Timex workers in Dundee. South

-Koreans and the Taiwanese were

to blame for the threat to jobs in
Scottish  shipbuilding.

were responsible for the
Scottish  steel

trics
crisis  in  the

~industry.

-And so it went on. Time and
again, the reactionary

a ban on the export of capital
were put forward as a ‘solution’.
Working clasy mobilisation was
never cven seriously suggested.

general and

'l

Various
European and third world coun-

kl

-——

CPSA calls for rejectlon

presented in January thrs year,

‘only in a token fashion.

~ Not one single union organised
mass meetings to explain the
claim and how it could be won.

- And worse. The Tories, in top
secret negotiations®have softened
up the top bureaucrats to accept a
modified version of the Megaw
report on future civil service pay,
and the offer seems to be part of
the deal to encourage moves to a
permanent pay bargaining system
that will tie the rank and file
down.

While no campaign was bemg~

waged by COCSU, the Tories got
on with the job of smashing up
the growing opposition from
other workers to their plans, and
‘the COCSU leadership made no

- attempt to link our fight for our

claim with the wafer workers’,
steelworkers’,, or carworkers’

struggles.
Alone

| | Now the CPSA NEC is alone
in campaigning for rejection of
the pay offer. They face an uphill

task since all the other civil serv-

ice unions have agreed to settle on
the offer, or are campaigning in
favour of it. (CPSA organises the
lower-grace white collar workers.
Ctiier grades are organised by
otiicr unions such as SCPS).

Ti.e general secretary of CPSA,
Alistair Graham, i1s also openly
campaigning against the NEC pos-
ition. His regular column in the
union paper Red Tape has been
used both to attack the Broad
Left NEC and to denounce any
idea of a fight on wages.

The NEC must be congratulat-
ed on attempting to make a stand,
and theitr campaign to win rejec-
tion must be backed. However,
the only group within the Broad
Left that has been prepared to
produce material for the rank and

file arguing how it 1s possible to .

win, and the politics of why a vic-

tory against Thatcher is necessary,

has been the Socialist Caucus.

SCHOOL caretakers and cleaning

staff in Ealing, west London. have
been on offlcml strike since Mon-
day 25th.

The strrke has been called b

the GMBU and NUPE against

couincil moves to cut agreed staff-
iry;; levels. At some schools NUT

anc WALGO members have sup-
- ported the strikers and refused to

cross picket lines,. so that the
schools have been closed.

The council is hkely to retal-
iate by trying to bring in contract
labour,

‘\\m

“closure

~management without

in days,

AGAINST THE
WITCH-HUNT!

Join LABOUR AGAINST THE WITCHHUNT
Membership open to Constltuency Labour
Parties, trade union organisations, Labour

Party affiliates, and individuals.
Fee. CLPs and unions £10, wards. £5, lndwh
duals and other organisations £3. Write to-
LAW 11 Wllderton Road, London N16

NUR backs
down on

WHILE the NUR’s official paper
‘campaign against Serpell goes on
under. the new General Secretary
Jimmy Knapp, S50 guards at
Lincoln put words into -practice.

-And on Monday April 25, the
NEC called it off.

A few months ago BR closed
the 20-mile section of track from
March to . Spalding, diverting
traffic through Peterborough.

The NUR accepted the closure
but said they should not lift the
track itself as it was a direct linc
to the eastern counties and there-
fore a part of the national rail
network. It carried most of the
Harwich and Parkenson traffic
and would be vital in the event ot
an end to the recession.

- BR agreed not to lift the track
and therefore put it in the same
situation as around eight other
lines existing but not used around

- the country.

However, on. 19 Apr1l local
, consulta-
tion, instructed train crews -to
staff trains to lift the track. They
refused and were sent home. The
rest of the guards followed. With-
all trains to and from
Lincoln were stopped, and the
NEC made the strike official.

The guards at Lincoln werce
effectively carying the flag for the
other A lines, and won the.

support of guards in Shefueld and

Doncaster.

Otherwise, they were left isol-
ated as the NEC did nothing to
bring out other rail workers in
support. Then at an emergency
meeting of the NUR NEC on
Monday 25th, they threw out a
request for a grant to run the
strike and then called it off.

The reason? BR had agreed to

hold up the lifting of the track

until a national meeting in a
week’s time. So the guards who
had been on strike for nine days

“~had only won a week’s reprreve

for the line.

A similar course took place in
Manchester last Wednesday (20th)
when again without consultation
management brought in contrac-
tors to |
equipment that- would- do away -
with information staff.

Signal and telecoms staff

- went on strike for the day and
~again won official endorsement

only to have the action called off
pending a national meeting.

Jimmy Knapp’s election cam-
paign was based on the slogan
‘Together, a new start’. Yet it was
always Weighell’s policy to leave
isolated any action that he could
not stop flaring up.

R TR S e N Ay . e
s w o

install new telecoms -
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THE sit-in at the Timex Miiton

factory in Dundee entered _its
third week with an ever increas-
ing amount of support oontmumg'
to flood in.

The occupation began on
Friday 8 April, in opposition to

‘management’s demand for 197
compulsory redundancies, after it

had already achieved 1,700 volun-
tary redundancies at the two

- Timex plants in Dundee.

Management’s reaction was at
first to ignore it, not even bother-

‘ing to suggest any negotiations.

Then they switched to- using
Michael Edwardes style tactics, by
threatening the 197 on whom-
compulsory redundancy had been
served with immediate dismissal,

~and consequent loss of redun-
dancy pay, unless they immedi-
ately accepted the redundancies. -

The workers refused to be

intimidated. Only 20 backed
~down and accepted the redun-

dancies, whilst the remaining 177
contlnued in the occupatlon in

UCW pay
vote

MANCHESTER . . Amalgamated,
one of the country’s biggest UCW
branches, has voted with only one
against for rejection of the pay
deal recommended by the umon
executive.

Other branches are also debat-

ing the deal over the period up to
Wednesday May 4.

Manchester members - were
contemptuous of the offer of 5%
on basic from April 1, and 1%
extra from August 1. The deal
also includes just one day’s extra
annual leave this year, continua-
tion of the bonus .scheme, no
reduction of the working week,
and an agreement with mail order
firms that could cut lots of jobs.

Another - item important in

motivating rejection of the deal

was a 12 month trial of Optical

~ Character Recognition machines .
— which would completely auto-,

mate sorting.

- make

‘extremely modest.

-which the number of workers

involved grew from an initial 100
to over 500 by the end of the first
week, representing some 90% of
the workforce at the Milton plant.

Those in occupation remain in
high spirits and their determina-
tion to fight on to victory was
reflected in speeches to last
week’s Scottish TUC by the chair
and vice-chair of the occupa-

" tion committee.

“We shall remain in occupa-
tion until we win, and we are
confident that, with the unity and
support of the labour - move-
ment, we shall win”, Gordon
Samson, chairperson of the com-

‘mittee -told the conference, whilst

the committee vice-chair stated:

| “Fred Olsen (owner of Timex)

has told us he doesn’t accept
threats and has taken on better
people than us. Bygwedon’t
threats,” we believe in
action. And with your support we

. ¢can win.” |
Official support for the occu-

pation has been mushrooming.
Both the
Section and AUEW-TASS (the
main unions involved) support the
occupation as does the STUC,
whilst Michael Foot has also
issued a statement of support.

- There has also been a good
response -to date to appeals for
financial support, with donations
coming in from Dundee District

‘Council, UCS, and local NALGO,
COHSE

and NUM branches
amongst others.
At the same time. though the

-occupation faces a series of very

real problems which need to be

confronted and overcome if it is

to win the victory it deserves.

The support presently being
sought, and offered, is in- reality
The - official
leaflet

occupation . committee

- does no more than ‘“appeal for

- Published by
Socialist Forum
for Southern
Africa
Solidarity.
Available (at
90p plus
20p post)
.c/o SO,
28 Middle
Lane,
London
~ NB8.

AUEW, Engineering

both moral and financial
support™.

Theé  union bureaucracres are
only too happy to respond to
such - limited demands, whilst
dressing this up in outlandish
thetoric such as the GMBATU
delegate to the STUC who urged

“all delegates to campaign for

“meaningful support — ,letters,
messages and money.’ |
Particularly inadequate was

the emergency resolution passed
by the STUC itself. It simply

called on the General Council to

“request an immediate meeting

with the Secretazy of State for
Scotland ~to deal with this urgent
situation.” |

"Equally damaging 'is the
leadership’s uncritical attitude
towdrds the union bureaucracies.

Instead of demanding that union

officials translate their verbal and
written support into action, the
occupation - commiftee  seems
prepared to take the bureaucrats’
stock-n-trade left rhetoric at its
face value. |

A strongly nationalistic — and

thereby self-defeating — under- -
- current continues to run through-
. out the whole campaign. Great

play is made of the ‘‘dictates of
foreign multinationals” and the
“unfair government support being
received by ‘the watch industry in

France and the camera industry in -

Japan.”

Such arguments 1nev1tably
lead in the direction of collabora-
tion with British capitalists and
their political representatives.
Hence the importance which the
STUC attached to seeking a meet-
ing with the Tory Secretary of

-State for Scotland, the import-
-ance attached to the fact that

“all political parties’’ support

retention of the watch industry

" Sampson,

in Dundee, and Gordon Samson’s

< at first srght peculiar statement

that ‘““‘we have been deserted in
our struggle by the Tory govern-

ment.”

The pernicious influence of
the politics of the Communist

‘Party (CP) is only too clear. In
campaign s

fact, the whole
steeped in the CP’s politics: an

- absence of any appeals for active

support in the ‘form of solidarity

strikes and occupations, a failure

to take up the inadequacies of the
union bureaucracies long tirades
against the evils of foreign multi-

‘nationals, and a populist, cross-
class type of campaign rather than

a specifically labour- movement
one. o '
The very act of occupation
was in itself an indication of
workers’ seriousness. |

“For the jobs to be saved, there't

must be a turn away from appeals
to the Tories and uncritical accep-

tance -of the extremely limited.

support forthcoming from the

union bureaucracy. Instead active .

support must be argued for and

won from both the Scottish

labour movement and Timex
workers abroad.

-~ Donations

*For speakers contact G.
‘ 32  Elgin Terrace,
Dundee, (0382 818452).

- *Send donations to J. Kydd
(Treasurer), 81 Brownhill Road,
Dundee.

| Firemen retreat

by Doug Mackay

THE FBU recall conference on
Tuesday 26th defeated the recom-
mendation of the Executive Com-

mittee for a series of one day .

strikes against the employers’ in-
tention to raise pension contribu-
tions by an average of £6 per
week.

-
1
’

12 WORKERS — drivers and lab-
~ourers — at Holden’s Glass in Bir-

mingham are now in their fifth
week on strike.

The action started when two
workers . (including the TGWU
steward) were made redundant
and other workers told to cover
their jobs.

The strikers are mountmg a 24
hour picket and have got Holdens
blacked by most of their suppliers
including Pilkington’s.

Although the TGWU made the

strike official from the start, the

union has not been publicising the
dispute, and hasn’t even supplied

collection sheets or official plac-

ards.

- Meanwhile scabs, including
one TGWU member, FTAT mem-
bers, and some recruited into the
EETPU by the management (!)
are still going in. Members of
these unions should be raising the
matter in their branches as a mat-
ter of urgency..

Send messages of support and |

donations. to J.Johnson, 68 Jay-
~shaw Ave. Great Barr, B/ham 43

The situation and the mood of
the membership had changed

quite dramatically over the prev-
ious fortnight. For example, in

the West Midlands, firemen voted
by a large majority for strike ac-
tion only a fortnight before the -

‘conference. Since then, the Home
Office has offered to ‘phase in’
the increase over a period of six
months.

Although the EC formally
mamtarned their stand of calling

for one day strikes, and there was
an unanimous vote to this effect
on the EC, it is clear that many
EC members did not fight for this
position. At a meeting in the West
Midlands last Sunday, 24th, the
local EC member failed to motiva-
te the EC’s
merely giving -a factual statement

of the situation.

The membership sensed the

“lack of resolve among their lead-

ers and were quick to respond in
a negative fashion.
" The result of the recall confes-

_ence was a two-to-one defeat for

the strike call. It was in the balan-
ce up to the last minute because
of the important London vote:
but it became ciear that the Lon-
don leadership had failed to get
any mandate from their members,
and few if any local meetings had
been held.

- This is a clear defeat for fire-
men. Many FBU members are
aware that further attacks are on
the way: especially on the quest-
ion of manning levels and jobs. In
the near future firemen wiil have
their leadership tested again over
this question,

recommendation,.
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‘Our bottom line is no
compulsory redundancies’
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Insrde the szex occupatzon

Deputy convenor
John Kydd spoke

to Stan Crooke

- THE campaign against manage-

ment’s cuts in the size of the
workforce has been going on for
several months. What lay behind
the decision to launch an occupa-
tion at this stage?

Because the 90-day consulta-
tion period on the redundancies
was exhuasted, management had
not moved at all. on the question
of compulsory redundancy. We

felt that management was more

likely to occupy the factory than
us. if we didnft make a move.,

How was the occupation carried’

out? What are you demanding?
A fortnight ago a mass meet-

~ing here backed a motion giving

approval to any extraordinary

‘action required, such as occupa- .

tion, to save jobs. Only five out of
700 voted against. After that the
management was expecting an
occupation, but we thought that
they wouldn’t expect one during
the holiday break, which began
last F'riday. So at the shift change-
over at 9.00 pm on the Friday
about 100 of us met outside the
main gates and just walked into
the factory. Only security was
there, so there was no problem.
We are arguing for the reten-
tion of the watch business. This is
the last mass manufacturing unit

of watches in Britain. Our bottom

line 18§ no- compulsory redun-

| dancres

Have you had any trouble from

the police?

The police have pa1d us a visit
and told us that as far as they are
concerned, only if an injunction

is served on us would they take _

any action. But we will resist any

police action and there will be

maximum resistance to anyone
entering the plant other than the
workforce.

lForanlndepen-
'| dent inquiry into
i the death of Cohn
|Roach' '

l Roach Family
Support Commit- -
Itee 50 Rectory
] Rd London N 16

!
<

There’s obvrously nothing you
can do about it now, but don’t
you think you would be in a
stronger position if the 1,700
voluntary redundancies had not
gone through?

Yes, we would. But like you
said there’s nothing that can be
done about that now. But we’re
also of the opinion that the 200
redundancies the management is
now looking for won’t be the end.
If they get them, then it will be

days rather than weeks before

they declare another six or seven
hundred surplus to requirements.

At the big rally held in Dundee in

January in support of your cam-

paign there was a speaker there
from Besancon, expressing the

- support of the French Timex

workers. How have such links
with Timex workers abroad been
developed? -

We’ve sent a letter to Besan-
con informing them of the latest
development but haven’t had a
reply yet. But the letter was only
sent last week. We know from the

23 UM 2T FITUNYIAA AAIJ N CTINY

last contact we had with them

that they are just as concerned
about developments there as we
are about - developments in
Dundee.

The government grants and aid
they are receiving are only -for a
three-year period. Olsen’s philo-
sophy can hit them just as much
as us.

Future

He has made his philosophy
quite clear to us: In a recession
we should not be producing many
products, and the recession will
not end until 1990 or 1995. He
also talks of a new high technol-
ogy age in which people born
before 1965 have no future and
no chance of a job.

--------
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RICK MATTHEWS (IFL)

No time to lose (from p

ernment, we need a rank and
file campaign.- -

Tony Benn has said that if a

Labour government is elected,
then the Greenham women —
far from shutting down their
Peace Camp in the confidence
that the government will now do
everything —
their contingent at the US Air

Force base. On the same prin-

ciple, the approach of an elec-
tion should be the signal for a
fiercer, not a quieter, fight for
left wing policies. | |
We need to turn not simply to
the old, bureaucratised union
officials, but to- militants at

branch level, and to stewards’
committees, if we are to build a
struggle in every workplace for a
Labour vote. .

We need to turn Labour wards
outwards from their existing

The Peoples March for Jobs is now on
starts this week from Keighiey

1)

should double -

~ campaign meetings

e

circles of activists to organise

- and enlist the support of the

unemployed, women and youth.
We need to convince organi-
sations of black workers that

there are forces in the Labour

Party who will fight for their
demands to be taken seriously
and for the repeal of racist laws.

We urge those readers who
have not already done so to
move at once to raise resolu-

tions in their organisations, -

affiliating. to SLV; to organise
locally,
aimed at building rank and file
support; and to argue for their
Labour Parties to start election
campaigning now, .

To drift becalmed at this point
in the fight is to risk the com-

plete collapse of any broad left

alternative to the right wing
before and after the election.

b

F

Britain out _of Ireland; self-determination for the Irish
people. Demonstration sponsored by Labour Committee

on Ireland and others, Saturd

Park (Speakers’ Corner].

Przamaned by wne Socmlist Organiser Alhance, 28 Middle Lane,
Rzercarad 25 a newspaper at the Post Office. Signed articles do

ay May 7, 1pm from Hyde

its way to Carlisle

London N8 8PL. Printed by
not necessarily represent the views of the SOA.

The Y ork&hire leg also 2
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Reject Heseltine smear!

'CND needs more

oy
R

politics not less

MICHAEL Heseltine may have
been brought into the Defence
Ministry to counter the arguments
of CND but the job seems to be

completely beyond him. Support

for CND continues to grow. .
So he’s now decided to resort
to the age-old tactic — if you
can’t beat ’em, smear ’em. |
According to Heseltine, CND
s a conspiracy by left wingers in
the Labour Party and the Com-
munist Party to dupe thousands
of honest but naive citizens into
accepting the Moscow line on
disarmament, -
He’s even published short bio-
graphies of leading CND mem-
bers for use by Tory candidates in
the next election to “prove” his
point! CND, with nothing to hide,
have already published detailed
biographies of their leaders but
some of the mud being thrown by
the Tories is slowly beginning to
stick. = | - o
Bruce Kent is now coming
under increasing pressure within

the Catholic church to give up his

job as leader of CND because the
campaign is supposedly becoming
“too political” to have a religious

- leader.

On the contrary, the problem
with CND is that it isn’t political
enough. By posing the question of
disarmament as a moral rather
than a political - issue. CND
ends up trying to pressure the
Tory government by force of
argument instead of turning to
the Ilabour movement as® its
natural ally in the fight for unilat-
eral nuclear disarmament.

Let’s show Heseltine that we
reject his smears against CND.
Let’s show th« Tories that

hundreds of thousands of people
are opposed ‘to Trident, Cruise
and the nuclear arsenal being built

up by the governments of Amer--

ica and Britain.

All out on May 7 for the
march and festival in Brockwell
Park!

YS for YCND (YCND activ-

ists in the Labour Party Young

X

YOUTH CND  Secretary
‘Annajoy David spoke to Jane
Ashworth about the YCND

“Rock the Bomb” festival on

May 7.

The phones are .going all the
time and the 1,200 new members
who joined YCND in March look

like: being followed by another

7,200 this month.

The Festival is obviously a big
draw and CND’s adverts in the
national press have been drawing
in new people. 30% of the re-
turns from -the advert in the
Mirror were under 21.

We haven’t got any definite
plans for after May 7, because this
National Committee finishes at
our Conference (July 2/3 in Man-
chester). But we are assuming
that the General Election is going
to be in June, and we’re preparing
for it.

torm first time voters of the issues
involved - to link up the social
issues with military expenditure.
Also we’ve organised a couple
of conferences which the in-
comiung National Committee will
have to ratify — one is for inter-
national youth and the other is
for young trade unionists. |

Fast Fnd Offset Ltd., London E2.

We have a responsibility to in-

Socialists) will have a contingent
on the march and a stall in the
Park. If you think that only ‘the
struggle for socialism can ensure
nuclear disarmament, march with
us and support YS for YCND,

By Sean Matgamna

THE ‘WORKERS Revolutionary
Party’ and its ‘leading member re-
sponsible for writs and lifigation”,
Ms Redgrave, have so far made no
direct response to my open letter |
challenging them either to sue me
for saying that there is reason to
believe that they take  Libyan
gold, or agree to a workers’ in-
quiry, or else shut up. .

No new writs have been
thrown at us. They have ignored

i | the challenge. But they haven’t

shut up.

A page a day in Newsline is
still being given over to letters de-
nouncing the BBC and... SO. Last

- Saturday there was also a ‘reply’
to the SO article on the WRP’s

_anti-semitism, covering three pag-
es — that is, one quarter of ‘the
first multi-colour daily paper with
a four figure circulation’ was giv-
en over to it, |

- It accused us of being ‘state
provocateurs’, of ‘setting up’ the
-WRP leaders for assassination by
agents of the Israeli state, and
other idiocies. It made a great fuss
over alleged inaccuracies in last
week’s SO report of their Conway
Hall meeting — from which we
were excluded, apart from an
unrecognised but inexperienced
reporter.

.~ Even all the alleged inaccurac-
ies they cite — if they are inaccur
acies — would not seriously chan-
‘ge the picture we gave SO readers
of the political -character of the
meeting. | .

Mr Healy , Ms Redgrave — your
failure to sue me.over the Libyan
money question, you who have
repeatedly sued me for comparing
you to the Moonies, is taking on
the status of an admission of your

Do you get money from
Libya? If you don’t, and you still
won’t go to a labour movement
inquiry, then why don’t you sue

" , guilt with every day that passes. -

l me for saying that all the political

and- circumstantial evidence sugg-
ests that vou do? |

i Help defend freedom of
m Political comment in the
| labour movement press
llagainst the WRP’s use of
i its money and of the capi-
talist legal system. A lab-
our inquiry, not the
 J courts!
I Donations towards our
[ defence costs to: Labour
Movement Press Defence
i Fund Treasurer, Jonathan
f Hammond, c/o0 214 Sick-
ert Court, London N1 d |

L
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THIS week we issue a warning for May. With the April Fund
closing at £747.82 (three-quarters of the £1,000 target) we’re
organising a special drive to reach the £1 ;000 target for May.
The successes of the last couple of months have been in
groups pledging donations. Now we’re organising to turn these
pledges into money which arrives here in London.
. We’ll be phoning round the groups this week to hear your
plans — so have them ready to tell us. | ‘

(The average SO group is

and send it in.

Ask for donations.
labour movement who
socialist paper will often
paper for £1. |

Suggestions for you to think about are.
be publishing a list of debts in ‘the

Paper sales. We’ll
SO Information Bulletin.

ten weeks behind on paying for its
Papers). Now’s the time to organise extra paper sales, make sure
the group collects the mo ey from everyone who sells the paper

Organise a jumble sale. A little work can bring in over £50.
If you’ve never organised one before, phone in and we'll put
you in touch with veteran jumblers for tips. | |
Hold a social — again, phone us for tips. -
Regular readers and activists in the
understand the cost of producing a
given donations if asked or buy the

So make your plans now — before the phone rings! 'Get

organised!

For £199 this week, thanks to: Ann
Macrae, £40;
Radcliff and
arthur, John Mcllroy, Steve Corbishley; Alex Simpson (Cam-

Welch, £50; Callum
donations from Pete

bridge) £2:; Stan Crooke, £5.

Crowﬂer, £'50;":Ro'ger
Stockport SO, £12; £10 in
Penny Bamnett, Steve Mac-




