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British capitalism, are now béing chopped to pieces. If re-elec-

EACH Labour vote missing on June 9 will be a note of consent
for five million unemployed.

The Cambridge Economic Policy Group has forecast 3.7 to
4.2 million registered unemployed by 1988, and over 5 million
by 1993, according to the Observer last Sunday, if present
government policies continue.

The EEC predicts 3.7 million jobless in Britain in 1988. The
semi-official National Institute of Economic and Social
Research foresees continuing growth of the dole queues. Cam-
bridge Econometrics (which is quite separate from the CEPG,
and uses radically different forecasting methods) reckons that
registered unemployment will be over four million by 1988.

The government’s own economic plans assume an increase of
250,000 in unemployment over 1983. And on March 2 the
official National Economic Development Council voted to post-
pone publication of a report on the British economy because (in
the words of CBI president Campbell Fraser) it was-“so gloomy
that people reading it would want to get the first boat out of
the country”. CBI director-general Terence Beckett agreed that
“publication would not be productive, because there was not a
single item of cheer in it” though “he did not dispute its factual
contents”.

All these economic forecasts are essentially nothing more
than sophisticated versions.of the method of looking at a graph
and guessing that it will go on in the future much as it has gone
in the past. But there is every reason to believe the general
picture they paint. ok

If the unemployed who don’t bother to register (mainly
married women) and people on government schemes are
included, then unemployment is already about five million. And
behind the rise in unemployment is a dramatic decline of basic
industries — a decline which can only accelerate with a new
Tory term of office.

Cars, steel, coal, rail — these industries, oncecentral to

ted, the Tories will privatise BL, probably dividing it into several
companies, junking parts of it, and cutting many more jobs.
They will continue McGregor’s work in British Steel, probably
feeling confident to close Ravenscraig. They will speed up pit
closures. And they will implement in one form or another the
Serpell proposals for a drastic cut in the rail network.

Britain’s top 50 private manufacturing companies now have
44% of their production and 38% of their employment overseas
— and this drive of capital overseas is continuing fast.

‘New industries will emerge to take their place’, the Tories
say. But investment is, and continues, low — especially state
investment, which over the last eight years has fallen from 9.5%
to 5% of national income.

‘It’s all due to the world economy’, they declare. But what

People’s March
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causes the chaos in the world economy, if not the same blind
rule of profit that the Tories so vocally champion in Britain?
The shifts in the capitalist world division of labour have left
Britain’s basic industries crumbling. The Tories’ plan is to push
through this process of demolition as brutally as possible, taking
advantage of it to beat down the working class and transform
Britain into an economy with low wages, vicious speed-up in the
factories, mutilated and crushed trade unions, and minimal
overheads in the way of public services. Then, they reckon,

_Britain could see a revival — as a sort-of South Korea of Western

Europe!

A Labour vote on June 9 is a first step in fighting back. If we
can get the vote out for a Labour victory, it will be a demonstra-
tion that the labour movement is not resigned and demoralised,

‘but on its feet, fighting, and demanding reconstruction in place

of demolition.

Labour is pledged to increase public spending and public
investment, restoring services and restoring jobs. The Labour
leaders must be held to that pledge. ;

However, that’s only the first step. Increased state spending
alone will do no more than dent unemployment; and, faced
with problems of inflation and balance of payments, a new
Labour government led by Foot and Healey is likely to do what
Mitterrand and Mauroy have done in France, and declare a U-
turn.

A 35 hour week without loss of pay is also Labour policy,
though it is not being featured in the official campaign. Along-
side fighting for a Labour vote, socialists need to be fighting for
this 35 hour week policy, for work-sharing without loss of pay,
for nationalisations to make possible reconstruction of industry
under workers’ control, and for direct action to defend jobs and
win such measures. i

What Tories want to do to us next Centre pages
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Labour’s
Generals sound
the retreat

'

THE Times on May 24 reported a comment that goes a long
way to explain Labour’s problems in this general election.

As Jill Craigie went on a walkabout with the press .in
Bermondsey, the first voter she met was Karen Downey, who
asked her: “What are you going to do for the country? They
say Labour’s working class, but whoever gets in it's the rich for
the righ and the poor for the poor.” ;

Ms Downey had voted Alliance in the February by-election.

Labour canvassers will have come across the same response
time and again — working class voters with a pretty clear aware-
ness of the basic facts of class inequality, who nevertheless may
abstain or even vote Alliance or Tory because of despair at
Labour’s record.

Yet many Labour leaders seem set on deepemng that despair.

John Silkin last week said that Labour's policy to cut
defence spending did not mean that spending would actually be
cut. The percentage of national income taken by defence_would
be reduced — by national income rising. How all this related to
Labour’s pledge to scrap nuclear wéapons, he didn’t explain.

James Callaghan — with Michael Fooft silent-beside him on
the platform — told a meeting in Cardiff that Labour’s *‘no-wage
controls” pledge meant wage controls. The National Economic
Assessment would include regulation of wages: “’| say to the
trade unions if they have any mental reservations on this, they
will not be playing fair by the next Labour government, or by
those who are unemployed.” -

Len Murray was revealed to have consented in a National
Economic Development Council meeting to the suppression of
an NEDC report on the economy because it was too gioomy!

Dennis Healey has assured voters that Labour’s policy of
scrapping nuclear weapons acfually means keeping nuclear
weapons, only promising not to use them first. The Labour
manifesto promises no return to the wage-controf policies of
1975-9 — and Healey has declared that wage controls must be
introduced quicker under a new Labour government.

So while the Tories are campaigning on the basis that Labour
represents the demon of ‘Marxist socialism’, Labour leaders are
busy declaring that all their radical poI|C|es really don’t mean |
what they say at all.

Labour thus loses out both ways. Its pohctes are denounced
by the Tories, and instead of defending those policies, the
Labour leaders rush to explain that no offence-was meant really.
So there’s no fight to convince people of Labour’s radical
policies.

Those who agree with policies like unilateral nuclear disarm-
ament see Labour as unable and unwilling to fight for them.
Those who see these policies as evil and dangerous hear no
counter-argument: instead, the Labour leaders’ frantic effort to
distance themselves from the policies will tend to confirm alt
these fears.

What the Labour leaders won't do; local Labour Parties must
do. The Tories have posed the issues starkly: capltallsm versus
socialism.

We have to answer in equally clear terms. We have to con-
vince those voters who despair that if they not only vote Labour
but also join their Labour Party and trade union and fight with- ! n th
in them against the leaders who seek only to placate the Estab- Tor}e};cis l;g;lc?r‘lflfﬁgl;urosgitﬂé?

- The Labour Campaign for
Gay Rights has published a
model campaign leaflet.
Copies from LCGR, 6la
Bloom St, Manchester 1

DO we really want Britain run on
Victorian values?

_ Four years of Thatcher’s
‘government have meant drastic
cuts .in our most basic services.
Even the Health Service is being
cut, which has led directly to the
import of blood products from
the USA which passed on AIDS
to haemophiliacs in this country.

"

Qshment, then society can be changed. equality is a mirage. Opportunity

Membership of National CND
is £6 (adult), £9 (couple),

£3 (student) and £1 for
Youth CND (under 21).

Send to CND, 11 Goodwin
St, London N4.
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. Labour moVv
fighting in the and gay male liberation
and gay male liberation

JOHN HARRIS

ement for lesbian

?aeples

ELECTION maxen

Foot with Labour manifesto
means nothing unless it includes
the right to be unequal”
Margaret Thatcher.

In other words, the destruc-
tion of a system where Dbasic
needs — housing, health, educa-
tion — are for all, and the replace-
ment of this by the greed society,
where only those who can afford
it get what they want.

The Tories go on and on about
the family. There is pressure to
conform with her idea of how
things should be, and those who
do not fit in are increasingly out
on a limb. Labour is the only
party that recognises the diversity
of Britain today — something
which gay people are particularly
aware of. Labour is,building on
that diversity to help enrich all
our lives.

Many Labour local authorities
are now introducing employment
clauses which outlaw discrimina-
tion on the grounds of ‘sexual
orientation’. Authorities which
have done this include the GLC
and the ILEA - which would
both be abolished by a turther
Tory government. The
Labour government will amend
the Employment Protection Act
to stop a person’s scxuality being
an admissable  reason for

next

leaflet gives a
lead

dismissal. -
Labour councils in'many areas
now recognise what gay people

give to the community — not
least in their rates bills — and are
beginning to give something back.
The GLC is funding a lesbian and
gay centre for London and has
given grants to many gay organ-
isations including Lesbian Line,
Gay Switchboard and the Gay
Teenage Group. Other Labour
councils in London are also fund-
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No time to lose!

ing local gay initiatives. Another
Tory government could mean a
virtual end to local council auto-
nomy as more and more powers
are stripped away. Labour is com-
mitted to local democracy.

The relationship between the
police and the gay community has
never been worse. Yet the govern-
ment want to reintroduce their
Police Bill which would:

*Allow the police to arrest
anyone on the streets ‘if they
suspect them of having com-
mitted any crime’.

*Hold them in custody for
four days, and for 48 hours with-
out even letting them see a
lawyer.

*Allow police to gain access
to doctors’,. social workers® —
even priests’ — records.

This is a recipe for confron-

tation. Labour on the other hand

would introduce measures to curb
the abuse of police powers by
making the police accountable for
locally elected committees. At
present the police in London are
accountable to no-one except the
Home Secretary.

The next Labour government
will amend the law so that * 1mp0r-
tuning’ and ‘sex in private’ are
dealt with for gay people exactly
as for heterosexuals. Labour is
also committed to reducing the
age of consent, working towards
introducing complete equality
before the law for lesbians and
gay men. The Tories are silent on
this.

Four years ago who would
imagine we would now have the
worst level of unemployment and
the heaviest tax burden ever. Four
years ago the Tories promised the
earth. What will they promise
this time . . . and where will we be
after five more years of Victorian
values?

S

® Socialists for a Labour Victory, 28 Mnddle Lane, London N8.
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THE LOCAL reports below cover only a small cross-section of aboﬁt 600
events, demonstrations and protests in England on May 24. And those
600 events in turn were only part of an international women’s day of

action for peace.

In Britain hundreds of thousands of women took part — though not
the millions that would have been needed to make initial hopes of a
women’s general strike come true. Labour Party women’s sections were
actively involved in many areas, but it seems that organised trade union
involvement was mostly limited to a number of NALGO branches.

Active and public identification with the protest by prominent
Labour Party and trade union women, or even strong publicity for the
Labour Party NEC’s support for the day — say, the Labour Party giving
over its daily press conference that day to a platform of women peace
campaigners — could have boosted both the action and Labour’s election
campaign. But Labour leaders were too busy trying to fudge the mani-
festo’s unilateralist pledge out of existence.

The job now is to use the contacts, links and organisation built up for
May 24 to take the fight for unilateral nuclear disarmament further into
the labour movement (especially the trade unions) and the women’s

movement,

The next major activity planned is an international women’s blockade
of Greenham Common on July 4 to 8.

LEICESTER saw a whole range of
activities on the 24th. There were
a midday demonstration and
rally; strike action by 50 women
NALGO members, supported by
some men; demonstrations at Bri-
tish Telecom (who have an under-
ground communications centre),
Cundys (a firm that decorates
air force quarters at Greenham
Common) and the army recruit-
ment office; a peace studies sess-
ion at the University School of
Education and an exhibition at
Countesthorpe college, a four of
Leicestershire  villages; banners
and washing lines strung with
symbols of life put up along the
main roads into Leicester and in
Leicester station; peace camps in
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Don’t get
icaught!

1 IN THE rush for the election,
don’t forget this year’s Lab-

| our Party conference.

] Thedeadline for resolu-
tions is July 8. Normally
wards would discuss them in

1 June. But now most regular

I June ward meetings will be
cancelled.

I Make sure your ward org-

| anises a special meeting in
June to discuss resolutions in
time to go through the GC for

] the conference schedule.

The last Socialist Organis-
er delegate meeting decided
to back model resolutions

i from the Labour Committee
on Ireland, the Campaign
for Labour Party Demo-

I cracy lits resolution on the
‘Greenwich amendment’,

i and the constitutional

| amendment to clause 9), and

[] the Labour Campaign for

Jj Gay Rights. There will also

] be a SO mo:iel resolution on
incomes policy.

Also: the closing date for
I payment of affiliation fees is
Ju.:e 10. Make sure your
J] CLP treasurer doesn’t miss
it, or you lose your vote!
IS N N N N R S .

About 5,000 women
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in Trafalgar Square

a park and in the town hall
square; and a lot besides.
There were at least six differ-

" ent leaflets produced for different

d

activities during the day. N

Labour Party support was
shown by local councillors Sue
Waddington, who spoke at the
1,000-strong rally, and Pete
Soulsby, who helped with the
creche all day.

DERBY: There was a .12 hour

vigil outside the Rolis Royce fac-

tory, which makes . parts for
Trident. SHEPSHED: A large
demonstration . took place at
Amey Roadstone, a firm that
supplies granite for work at
Greenham Common. LOUGH-
- BOROUGH activities included

factory leafletting and demonstra-
tions outside schools, hospitals,
and construction firms.

EAST LONDON: women from
the Labour Party, East London
peace group, and Greenham Com-
‘mon itself came. together outside
the London Hospital at noon.

For two hours we distributed
leaflets, talked with passers-by,
offered people the chance to buy

with specially-made ‘paper
money’ — items from a display
board: would they prefer to
have the money spent on weapons
or on the health service?

Hackney women toured the
area in a float, passing the Lon-
don Hospital, the crowd of 200
outside Bethnal Green hospital,
and a family planning clinic which
had been decorated with graffiti
about defence spending and hosp-
ital cuts.

The float attracted a crowd.of
well over 100 g Hackney Town
Hall forta rally.

ISLINGTON: Many women coun-
cil workers came out on strike —
Islington NALGO had voted to
strike and got approval from the

union’s emergency committee.
There was activity all day.
Leafletting at tube " and BR
stations and in the streets got a
good response: many women
were reading the leaflets rather
than putting them straight into
their bags.
There were

stickers. every-

- where and posters up in some

shops and offices as 500 women
(with many children and banners)
marched with a ragtime band ‘to
Highbury Fields, where food was
laid on for us by men who had
struck in support. .

SOUTHWARK: After planting
white crosses on Peckham Rye,
women marched to the Imperial
War Museum, where we put a

wreath on a gun, danced and sang.

ﬁospital

HARINGEY: a rally at the Prince
of Wales hospital, which is threat-
ened with closure, aimed to und-
erline the link between the arms
drive and health service cuts.

There was also a stall, an gxhi-
bition, a float, and leafleting at
Wood Green Shopping City, with
a good response to a petition.

Members of Haringey NALGO
struck for the day. And therc was
a 24 hour vigil and fast at Horn-
sey Town Hall organised by a
‘Families Against the Bomb’
group. .

OXFORD: 20 women were arrest-
ed when they lay down in the
street to stop traffic at Carfax,
but a lot of publicity was gained.

The Trades Council co-spon-
sored a demonstration and rally in
the-evening.

NOTTINGHAM: women from the
Raleigh factory and from the
County Council NALGO branch
were among the 100 at a rally.

COVENTRY: A women’s peace.
camp was organised for the day,
and there were die-ins in five
different spots in the main shop-
ping precinct. Coventry Labour
Women’s Council held a rally in
the evening attended by around
100.

ROCHDALE: There was a good
response passers-by ‘to street
theatre in the town centre at
midday. After' that, some of us
went to Manchester, and others
went to a demonstration at
Stoodley Pike, a memorial to
victories in the Napoleonic Wars,
out in the countryside. About 50
women and 100 children gathered
at Stoodley Pike, and then walked
to the Job Centrc in Todmorden
to underline the links betwcen
the arms drive and unemploy-
ment. BURY: At midday women
encircled Kay Gardens, in the
town centre, sang songs, and leaf-
letted. They also petitioned the
council to reinstate Bury’s Nuc-
lear Free Zone status.

MANCHESTER: Many hundreds

. of women held hands round Pic-

cadilly Gardens, ncar the, main
bus station, at afternoon rush-
hour time, and then staged a die-
in. There was a good response
from many passers-by.
Manchester CND is planning a

‘festival on June 4.

TRAFALGAR SQUARE: About
5000 women gathered in Trafal-
gar Square from 6pm for the Lon-
don-wide women’s protest for

- peace. After singing some songs,

we made our way in small groups
down Whitchall to the Ministry of
Defence — a grim, massive build-
ing, with great steel doors, built

.to withstand Russian tanks no

doubt. .
Several chains werc formed

round the building, with police *

following suit and making a chain

of their own. A number of wom-
en were arrested.

There were women from all
over London arriving as their local
activities finished. Women
brought banners from the Clap-
ham Common ‘peace camp’, set

"up near the threatened South

London Women’s Hospital, and
many women brought NALGO
placards with ‘hospitals, not
bombs’ written on them.

- New issue 10p
plus postage
from 10b

‘Die-in’ in Coventry shopping precincs

Peace campaigners joined the People’s Marci;

Despite a huge police presencs
many passers-by and bus passen-

. gers showed their support.

- Reports from. Colleen Molloy.

Jenny  Fisher,” Jo Thwaites.
Amanda Barnes, Mary Corbishlev.
Anne Marie Sweeney, Rowenc
Jewers, Anne Crowder, Kate Will-
iams, Sue Arnall, Julia Redman.
Judith Bonner, and Jim Denham.

Landseer Rd,
London N19
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Can Labour win? With a good campaign — yes! The chart above shows how the Tories only got a lead, quite
suddenly, with the Falklands war fever (and the Labour leaders’ floundering between feeble pacifist pleas and
jingoist bluster). As the facts come out about the Belgrano and the cost of ‘Fortress Falklands’, more and
more people must be seeing the criminal folly of that war. The Tory lead could yet vanish as quickly as it

appeared.

Using the policies
we fought for

WHILE Labour leaders seem

to be joining a competition as.

to which of them can public-
ly junk the greatest number
of manifesto commitments
before polling day, many
local Labour Parties are stick-
ing to their policies.

Mick Cashman from Wallasey
CLP told us: “We’re fighting on
Labour Party policies, and we’re
confident of winning. We’ve had a
lot of support from trade union-
ists, including the Labour Party
workplace branches at Cammell
Lairds and Vauxhall, and CND
members and tenants’ associations
are also helping with the cam-
paign. We’re recruiting new
members™.

Many. local Labour Parties are

campaigning boldly on unilateral
nuclear disarmament even where
they have fudged other issues,
Some women‘s sections and

LPYSs have written their own
leaflets — Peckham LPYS and
York LPYS, for example, have
been able to get out youth leaflets
based on the ‘Socialists for a Lab-
our Victory’ text — and won the,
right to platform speakers at Lab*
our election meetings.

Examples of Labour election
campaigns being linked in with
direct working-class struggles are
unfortunately none too common.
But in Basingstoke the election
address includes not only items
about what a Labour MP would
do in Parliament if elected, but
support for industrial action ag-
ainst cuts and privatisation: and

- one ward has put out a leaflet on:

election expenses to campaign ag- -
ainst the plans by Tories on the
local council for privatisation of
refuse collection.

From all indications Margaret
Thatcher’s “chance to wipe out
Marxist sociatism” line will be re-
produced, only more crudely, in

Blunders on
the right

WHILE THE Labour leadership
flaps, fumbles and retreats on
conference policies, dismaying
many supporters and alienating
the undecided, the Tories too are
making some blunders — though
their friends in Fleet Street ensure
them minimum publicity.

First there was the Saatchi and
Saatchi gaffe — a party political
broadcast which involved hiring a
deserted ward in the axed Mild-
may Mission hospital and filling it
with actors dressed as doctors and
nurses. ’

NUPE members in. Tower

Simon
Katz

ITIS with deep regret that we

have to report the death of Simon
Kawz, for several years a member
of Birmingham IMG and a
popular figure on the left in the
area. We offer our sincere condol-
esces w0 al Simon’s family,

Hamléts threatened to strike if
the filming went ahead; and the
affair leaked to the Guardian and
the Daily Mirror — but was largely
ignored by the hardline Tory
press.

Then there was the absurd
Tory leaflet aimed at black people
— ‘Labour says he’s black, Tories
say he’s British® — which the
Caribbean Times refused to print
and which was widely condemned
by black leaders as a complete
travesty.

There was Thatcher’s visit to
her Finchley constituency which
was met and surrounded by a
large, angry, chanting crowd of
Labour supporters. They were
filmed and recorded only by for-
eign TV crews, while BBC and
ITV focused obediently on the
Iron Lady of the Falklands.

And the proliferation of em-
barrassing leaks of economic fore-
casts and draconia®. plans to
attack union rights and the wel-
fare state are fended off with the
aid of friendly editors — who) will
join Dennis Healey in the queue
for more New Year’s Honours in
1984 if Thatcher gets back in.

local Tory campaigns — and :

Alliance campaigns, too. Take Isl-
ington South, for example.

SDP candidate George Cunn-
ingham’s first leaflet contains nodt
a single policy item, but a picture
of a boot stamping on a snake lab-
elled ‘creeping extremism’. “The
extremists are taking over in Isl-
ington”, it says. “They’ve got
control -of the Borough Council.
They’ve got control of the GLC.
But you’ve still got George Cun-
ningham...” -

The Tory leaflet alsor has no
policies. It takes the argument
that “a Socialist MP would be a
puppet of the extremists” for
granted, and directs its main argu-
ment against the SDP: “Only a
Conservative vote ‘can beat the
left wing Socialists™.

‘Red menace’ campaigns like
this cannot be fought by shuffling
apologies, timid disavowals, and
‘more moderate than thou’ acts.
Working-class voters want to
know what Labour will do about
jobs and bombs. Clear socialist
answers can convince them and
leave the Tories and Alliance
screaming their abuse into deaf
ears.

Bishops
welcomed:
socialists

expelled!

AS THE People’s March for
Jobs heads towards London,
and the big rally on June 3,
the organisers still persist in
their pretence that the unem-
ployment issue is ‘non-politi-
cal’. Almost all the support
the march has received has
been from trade unions and
Labour Parties, but the organ-
isers — largely Communist
Party members — seem terri-
fied by the prospect of being
identified with the labour
movement,

Whilst bishops and SDPers are
welcomed with open arms, Lab-
our Party members and trade un-

ionists who have come out to -

greet the march have been harass-
ed and abused by the ‘marshals’
who run the march.

As the march entered Birming-
ham, they called in the police to
hold back local Labour Party
members and forced them to re-
move their banners. In Coventry
they used a Church Army band to
separate off hundreds of support-
ers chanting anti-Tory slogans
from the main march:

Meanwhile, three of the
marchers thrown off for chanting
‘Maggie Out’ and ‘Occupy, Organ-
ise, Kick the Tories Out’ have
continued to follow the march de-
spite being denied food and
accommodation by the organisers.

The organisers have attempted
to dismiss the expelled marchers
as fringe elements and sectarians,
but they know that in reality the
expellees represent the real feel-
ings of most non-aligned rank and
file marchers. And the expellees’
credentials speak for themselves.

Pete Cashman, a Socialist Org-
aniser supporter, is branch secre-
tary of the TGWU 6/88 branch,
and was sponsored by his branch:
Paul Davis is TGWU district
organiser for the Wirral, and is on
the executive of the North West
TUC. Kevin Coyne is a well-
known unemployed activist, a
member of Riverside CLP and the

JOHN HARRIS

People’s
March
comment |

TGWU, Mark Holte was sponsor-
ed by South Sefton trades coun-
cil. :

Region 6 of the TGWU has al-
ready protested to the national”
organising committee of the
march about the expulsions, and
several Merseyside trades councils
have also objected.

Despite ‘the behaviour of the
march organisers, we must contin-
ue to build support for the march
in the labour movement, and aim
to turn the June 5 rally into a
massive demonstration for the
right to work and for a Labour

victory.

IN Islington North, EETPU
general secretary (and TUC
president) Frank Chapple has
endorsed SDP candidate John
Grant. Jeremy Corbyn, the
Labour candidate, told us:

Frank Chapple’s name appears
on the SDP leaflet endorsing John
Grant, but on the doorstep I've
heard no-one mention it at all.

Among - local trade unionists,
however, there has been a strong
reaction — of anger at the presi-
dent of the TUC abusing his
position. Our campaign has good
local trade union support, hun-
dreds of shop stewards working
for us, and the backing of all
Labour Party affiliated unions
locally including the EETPU. In
fact the EETPU North London
lodge was one of the trade union
branches that nominated me for
Labour candidate.

We have asked EETPU head

"Chapple and call ‘for his

PEOPLE’S MARCH (western leg):
After some argument, a marchers’
meeting on Monday 23rd heard
Judith Bonner from the Youth
CND National Committee speak
on the link between Jobs and
Bombs.

The marshals finally allowed
the marchers to vote and decide
on additional separate meetings
for women marchers only in
future, a minibus to go to Green-
ham Common on the 24th, and a
woman speaker on ‘Jobs, not
Bombs’ at-the Leamington rally.

On the 24th, the march was
joined between Warwick and
Leamington by a vocal contingent
of women chanting, ‘What do we
want?/Jobs not Bombs’ (though
the marshals instructed the
marchers themselves not to join
this chant). At Leamington the
speakers included a woman from
Greenham Common, and the
women’s organiser of the union
ACTT, who said she regretted
very much that the marchers were

not shouting ‘Kick- the Tories *

out’.

_Chuck Chapple!

office for an explanation, but
we’ve had no reply yet.

The SOGAT 82 print un-.

ion conference voted on
Tuesday 23rd to condemn

removal as chair of the TUC.

“We don’t want a leader who
acts against his own class”, declar-
ed general secretary Bill Keys.
The resolution stated: “An emerg-
ency motion should be put to the
next general council meeting of
the TUC that a vote of no confid-
ence in him be carried and to re-
move him as chairman’’,

NUM president Arthur
Scargill has also called for
Chapple’s removal from his
TUC post, for “betrayal of
the Labour Party and labour
movement”.

SIHHYVYH NHOr
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JOHN HARRIS

T?:e People s March in Coventry

West Bromwich: women workers greet the March

‘Marcher’s diary: North West leg

14.5.83
Wythenshaw. Nothing much
happened in the moming.

Stopped at the Forum in Altrinc-
ham. Saw a few bands but due to
bad-awful organisation we had
to leave before John Cooper-
Clarke played. Then the fun
started.

Everyone who wanted to
chant ‘political’ slogans
marched behind the North-
West banner. We started chant-
ing as soon as we set off.

Not' a minute later the
marshals stopped the march
and wouldn't let it move until we
promised not to chant.

We stood there for a while
arguing against the marshals
and CPers calhng us ‘wreckers’
and ‘splitters’. We were also
told we weren't going to be

" allowed to continue on the

march.

They then manoeuvred the
march so that the North West
contingent ended up at the back.
As soon as we set off we contin-
ued our chanting all the way to
the end.

15.5.83
Got on the bus to go to the
starting point. The marshals

were holding a meeting. Peter
Lenaham came up to us, acting
very nice, and asked Peter Cash-
man and Kevin Coyne to go out-
side.

They came back and said
they’d been expelled, along with
another person from the North
West and a Militant supporter
from Scotland.

We were given a spiel about
how if we supported the march
we should leave the bus and the
expelled people should stay on.

A lot of people left the bus and
we decided to also leave and
continue the march until the

. people were chucked off.

_The four expelled marchers
stayed on the march until we
arrived at Winsford where they
had a meeting with the marshals
when they were again told to
leave.

They all decided to leave and
take as many people from Liver-
pool back with them. One of the

marchers, Paul Davis, was
reinstated — but this is not that
clear yet.

Another of the .marchers,
Ali from Scotland, a Militant
supporter, is continuing ‘the
march and we’re going to try

" to help him out with food, money

etc., although he seeems sure

-his contacts can sort all that out.

During the march today I had
the megaphone and as 1 was
ecoming up to the. South East
banner ‘our marshal said to
me — ‘‘Go away; we don’t want
you with .that around here.
People have been: coming and
saying to me you no longer
represent them; so Bo and
march somewhere else.’’

JOHN HARRIS

One Joe Stalin said to me:
thought you were going to
start some trouble today with

‘q

that megaphone: ‘ Maggie out’
and all’

Later in the evening I got a lift
in a car with a couple of Joe
Stalins. One said to me ‘I
thought you were going to
start some trouble today with
that . megaphone Maggie out
and all that. Don’t you think

‘your mates were leading you on

abit?"’ -
Due to them being very big,

‘all I said was no. I kept quiet.

John Cooper Clarke sent a
signed book to a marcher who

"had complained about missing

him

16.5.83
Wmsford to Crewe. The march
was one of the most boring yet,
all countryside #nd virtually no
population to be seen. We made
some serious attempts to get the
support of the grass, birds and
frogs we passed, but apathy
rules.

We arrived at the Rolls Royce

factory at about 1.40 pm. There
were only 300-400 workers wait-
ing for us. They clapped us in
but nothing appened, so most
of the workers arifted back in.

We set off for the town centre,
passing by British Rail’s Crewe
engineering works, where there
were about a dozen to 20 work-
ers outside clapping us by.
There was a short rally and then
that wasit. -

Later in the evening we saw
Pete Cashman who’d come back
to the march with the rest of the
people from Liverpool.

He said how the TGWU No. 6
region had sent out telex’s
everywhere. and that Ron Todd
was going to come down
tomorrow to get them reinsta-
ted.

He asked us to get a resolu-

tion through our Labour Party
GMC condemning the apolitical
nature of the march and calling
for the reinstatement of the
expelled.

When Peter asked to be given
some food he was told “We'd
rather throw it away than give it
to you.”’

17.5.83
Countryside, sheep and grass.
But John and I did get a bed and
blankets at the unemployed
centre.

. 18.5.83
Paul Davis, TGWU official
expelled from march for driving
the expelled around in his car,
still marched.

A very hard slog for about the
second or third day running,
covered about 20 miles from
Stoke to Stafford.

There should 'be a full

marchers’ meeting ‘tonight but
at 7pm there’s still no sight of it.
Beer is 36p a pint but we’ve got
no money.

Began our chanting again,
only a handful of people unfor-

tunately, but received no
warnings and no sign of expul-
sions.

For a couple of days it has
seemed that the march is past
the point of being changed. The
opportunity, the people and the
money is being totally wasted.

20.5.83
Wolverhampton to Sandwell/
West Bromwich. Set off from the
Poly. As we passed by a hospital
all along and outside there were
nurses clapping us.

People were coming out of

shops and leaning out of win-
dows to see us and a lot clapped.
Then after a while we came to

some factories where again
workers were outside clapping.
As we walked past they Jomed

- on to the end of the march.

This continued, lots of work-
ers had come out and they too
clapped us by and then joined
the march.

All in all there were probably
around 500 people there and we
heard the local MP, a well
known shop steward spoke to us
and of course there was a vicar
(groan).

Then we were presented with
a coffin to carry to No: 10 and
as a marshal who lived in the
town went to collect the coffin, a
group of us chanted ‘take him
back, take him back . . .’

Then we marched to lunch in
Walsall where we were treated

. to fish and chips and free drinks,

with tea and some other food
laid on by the Indian Workers
Association.
S
A YOUNG woman marcher has
heen thrown off the eastern leg of
the People’s March on the
grounds that she is pregnant.

The marcher herself felt fi:
and wanted to continue. But the
marshals insisted "that she be
removed for . ‘health redsons’.
They got their verdict endorsed
by a male doctor with no relevan:
experience, and then a marchers’
meeting which heard only the
marshals’ side of the case.

Leicester Trades Council, whe
sponsored the marcher, supported
her wish to stay on the march.
and Hull Trades Council has
passed a resolution demanding an
explanation from the marshals.
]

It was a very enjoyable lunch.
We set off again for Sandwell.
stopping for a break at the
border into West Bromwich. We
arrived at the town soaked after

. heavy rain. Here we were wel-

comed by the mayor (no vicars
this time).

Then we were treated to an
Indian busman singing a poem
in his own language. His son
also did an Indian folk dance.
And that was the end of the day.

Earlier on a steward spotting
‘Solidarity’ type Socialist
Action headings said ‘‘How
can any socialist paper have that
symbol on it? They support
private enterprise.’’

21.5.83

Breakfast at 6.30!! Set off o
Birmingham which was only
about five miles from Sandwell.

As we came near to Birming-
ham city centre the police came
up and formed a chain to stop
the support marchers from
marching in with us.

The support march consisted
of local Labour Party banners. a
prospective Labour MP, some
union banners and a WRP
banner. Reception in Birming-
ham was very poor.






