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Letting Thatcher off the hook?

JUST AT THE POINT where Tory policies have begun to an-
tagonise important sections of their middle class electoral
base, Labour'sleaders announced their complete capitulation
to Thaicherism on economic policy, while the tired old red
berring of electoral pacis has apain been dragged out of
storage.

There could scarcely be a less appropriate time for the
labour movement to be making political concessions,
Thatcher’s cabinet is more isolated than ever in its policies.
Ministers are drawing angry, anguished shouts of opposition
even from the least likely quarters, as it puts the boot into the
‘professions” with Far- reaching measures hitting doctors and
consultants, lawyers, teachers, lecturers, siudents and their
parents, and even the normally servile press and media. The
complacency of millions who have so far profited personally
and been bought off by Thatcherism has also been shaken up
by their encounters with & barrage of high-handed govern-
ment attacks.

The underlying weakness of chancellor Nigel Lawson's
‘booming” economy (concealed by the credit explosion which
has fuelled consumer demand and bloated the service sector)
is now making itself felt through inflationary pressure and
high interest rates — hitting mortgage payers hard in the wal-
let while the housing crisis rages on unabated. The looming
poll tax will forther alienate many owner-occupiers,

Lawson’s continuing need for asset-stripping revenues
from privatisation as parl of his economic ‘miracle’ serves to
reinforce Thatcher's ideological commitment to the ever-less
popular sale of the water industry and electricity. These sales
come at a time when public concern over ecology and safety
and suspicion over the standards of the free market are at a
new peak.,

Thatcher's equal determination to grasp the nettle of
‘reforming’ the National Health Service and impose sweeping
new marketisation measures has been refllected in Health
Secretary Kenneth Clarke’s ill-judged confrontation with vir-
twally every professional body in the health field, including
the Royal Colleges and the British Medical Association. His
attempt to brush aside such opposition would stand more
chance of success if opinion polls did not show a massive 70%
public opposition to the White Paper.

Meanwhile the government findy itself tainted with more
than a whiff of scandal (the Pamella Bordes revelations), in-
competence (Paol Channon’s catalogue of fiascos and cover-
ups at the Transport department), and authoritarianism
(repeated ¢fforts to gag the press and media through new Of-
ficial Secrets laws, censorship and back-room pressure — so
strikingly reboffed over Death on the Rock). Thaicher has
been forced to intervene in contravention of ‘market’ pres-
sures to impose a more expensive route on the Channel Tun-
nel rail link, and the government has lest its anra of invin-
cibility along with its predominant lead in the polls. For the
first time in years it is suffering the threat of humiliating by-
election defeats,

Under such conditions, a coherent counter-offensive from
the labour movement arvund a frontal challenge to the in-
creasingly discredited notion of the free market, arguing for
a planned, socialist angwer to the huge social problems and
vawning class divide consciously widened by Thatcherite
policies, could he making real inroads into sections of the
newly shaken middle class.

Instead, the Labour leadership has emerged cluiching the
meagre fruits of its sweaty labours in ‘policy review'
workshops: a defeatist economic policy aimed not al a planned
= let alone socialist — economy, but at *making the market
waork’, Neil Kinnock's keynote speech in Nottingham unveil-
ing the new policies revealed a confused and pathetic package
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of half-measures designed to manage capitalism better than
the Tories. Abandoning not only nationalisation but even the
watered-down concept of social ownership, he advocated
maoves to shore up nationalist and protectionist prejudices by
safeguarding ‘our’ industries (and employers) againsi
‘foreign’ takeovers. He proposed a nationwide petwork of
‘one stop' advice and resource centres for small
businesspeople, bringing grim reminders of Harold Wilson's
failed National ise Board and the equally useless
Greater London Enterprise Board nurturing feeble herds of
white elephants,

While Labour adopts a policy little more radical than the
old Liberals, David Owen's Social Democrats (SDP) and
Paddy Ashdown’s Democrats (SLD) have raised the issve of
electoral pacts. In the aftermath of the Richmond by-election,
where the combined votes for the SDP-SLD candidates out-
numbered the Tory vote, the idea of anti-Thatcher parties
joining forces to defeat Tory candidates may appear superfi-
cially attractive to the non-political,

However we must not forget that what the SDP and SLD
have in mind is a specifically nen-socialist opposition to
Thatcher (in view of Kinnock's latest political shift, it might
he more accurate (o say a non-Labour opposition). The failure
of Ashdown and Owen to negotiate a deal for a common can-
didate in the fo ing Vale of Glamorgan by-election
should not blind us to the fact that their common goal was to
smash Labour's chances of challenging the Tories.

For these second-rate ‘centre ground’ forces, their flimsy
pelitical programmes are largely academic and wholly subor-
dinate to the hunt for votes. But they are nol the only advo-
cates of broad ‘never mind the politics, feel the width® elec.
toral pacis. The closet liberals of Marxism Today and the
Communist Party are making the running in renewed
proposalsfor a broad eross-class anti-Thatcher allinnce, while
reserving their main hostility for class struggle politics in the
labour movement.

Bitter experience has shown that the most fatal error is for
the workers’ movement (o sel aside or subordinate its own
political programme in the hunt for ‘unity’ with bourgeois
parties around a shapeless political programme which aims
to be all things to all people.

However it wounld also be an error to miss out on pew op-
portunities o draw some of the new forces opposing aspects
of Thatcherism into the labour movement fightback against
tive government, which should aim at building the widest pos-
sible support. Health workers and campaigners combatting
the new NHS White Paper, lor example, should be looking oo
this issue to collaborate with individuals and local branches
of the BMA and any other professional body prepared to fight.
Trade unions and divil liberties groupings opposing attacks
on freedom of the press should enlist wherever possible the
support of top journalists and newspaper editors — who have
shown they do not like being publicly shown to be less than
free in what they report and how.

In each case the key issue is that the workers' movement
must campaign in its own right, in its own name, and on its own
demands, seeking on that basis the maximum collaboration
with other forces, The growing pool of actual and potential
oppusition to the Thatcher governmeni can only be trans-
formed into active mobilisation through leadership from the
labour movement. Though national Labour and trade union
chiefs continue to duck this responsibility, the chances to build
local and national campaigns on a range of issves that can in-
flict defeats on the Tories have not been so favourable for
MANY years.

Don’t let Kinnock let Thatcher off the hook!
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450 at Women for Socialism conference

At last a positive answer!

A NETWORK of socialist
women must be set up, which
will say ‘mo’ to (the
‘bureancrats and yellow-bel-
lied men’ who are imposing
local government cuts upon the
very people they claimed not
so long ago 1o be supporting.

So said Harinpey councillor
and Mack activist Martha Osamor
in @ key speech from the platfom
of the Women for Socialism con-
ference in London. “We now have
to pay for the unholy alliances
formed in the pasi when the
women's movement was al ils
height, she added. "As a result of
good local authomty manifestos,
women'8 units, mee nnite and re-
search umits were st up: but now
the same councils are taking them
away again.’

Also [rom the platform in an
opening session chaired by Betry
Heathfield, Mmiread Keane from
Sinn Pein told the conference that

women had gone through too
much in the ‘laboratory’ of the six
countics. They lave spent moch of
their ensrgy trying lo achieve
women's reproductive rights, and
in other battles there have been few
gains. Women have been trapped
al home: and the partiion of
Ircland has hindered effective
trade union organisation and
weakened the forces of the left,
The fight for national likeration
and equal citizenship inclodes
achieving hasic civil liberties and
overcoming the stercotypes of
wonen as only wives and mothers
In Sinn Fein they mow have a
women's policy, and a quota 2ys-
tem ensures that at least 8 quarter
of the executive must he women.
From the women's movement
in Palestine Jamilha Akmed ex-
plained bow their committee had
been set up in 1978, Women in
Palestine faced the occupation
every day. The number of women
prisoners had increased 50% since

I987; the number of miscamiages
was up 200% from cxpomure to
tear-gas, Palestinian women are
active on women's and other
political issues, lighting both for
national liberation and for
women s liberation.

The conference was a welcome
tomic, & women's organisation in
favour of socialism and not:simp-
ly campaigning against something
{though of course we are all
against violence, pil closures,
racism, imperialism, and so o ... )
ldeas were welcomed, and in sharp
comtrast (o many conferences in-
cluding the Socialist Conference
thers were o Arguments over
whether the fight iz best fought in-
gide or outside the Labour Party or
elsewhere, We scemed unani-
mou s, Here were women wanting
1o get on now with any and all ims-
mediale, practical work against
our common oppressors, and will-
ing towork n all the organizations
we e already in.

We wanl lo make links with all
wimen in struggle, using our skills
to build wider support and take the
fight forward. There were a num-
ber of black women at part of the
conlerence and several dissbled
women were present — though
more needs to be done to ensurs
they feel welcome, and we had to
leave commilles positions open
for representalion of hlack women
and differently-ahled women, be-
canse there were no condidates
available.

However 22 women did volun-
teer for & whole mnge of tasks in-
cluding production of a four-page
newspaper and mvestigating the
prospects [ur an anti-imperialis
woiinen's solidarity conference.

Women for Socialism will be
ofganising at national Labour
Women’s Confercnce and the next
Socialist Conference. Member-
ship is £5 waged, £2.50 unwaged.
Look out for us.

Judith Parsons

DN MONDAY February 27,
38 Kurdish and Turkizh
workers were amested in raids
on factories in Hackney. By
the next day seven had been
deported and a further four-
teen were under threat, This
action came in the wake of a
wave of raids across North and
East London.
The Kundish and Tudcich trade
union, community and political
groups nrg._:u.i.m&d immediate
action: a mass picket of
Iston police station on
March 4, 2 3000 strong march the
| next day and an Intemnationsl
Women's Day march through
Hackney imder the slogans ‘No
mi’wrilmmﬂhl
right to work!', ‘No more
deportations’, ‘No to police
raids’, 'Long live our struggle’,
“The fierce attacks by the police
and immigration authorities lake
place both in the context of the in-
tensifying mcism of the British

As 26,000 face deportation...

themselves.

The 1988 Immigration Act
made ‘overstaying” a criminal of-
fence (see Socialint Chlook &),
The implications of this were
heralded in lag November's an-
nouncement by the Home Office
that it was to double the number
of officers investigating
‘overstayers’ and migmnts, with
the aim of resolving 26,000 cascs
—that is, deporting 26,000 pcople.

In the mp-op to 1992 the
European govemments are plan-
ning 1o ensure migranl workers
and black people in geperal donot
have ‘equal nghts’ 1o freedom of
travel and citizenship within
Europe. They are not to pet the
benefits from the relaxation of
horder conimols given o Buropean
Community (EC) citizens. Non-
EC people, including refugees,
will be unwelcome in ‘Fortress
Europc’. The British statc’s
winlent deportation of Viraj Men-
dis clearly marks this intention.

Migrant workers in Britain arc
tn face even more sévere restnc-
tipne and hamssment under a

comprehensive system of intemal

Migrant workers organise

conirols This is likely to include
a compulsory identity card for
miprant workers as already in-
stituted in some other countries.
The state already holds an exten-
sive base of information oo black
people hero, and an undefeated
Poll Tax would complete ihe
stouciuml basz 1o enable an iden-
tity card system (o be imple-
menled.

The: state has moved steadily
under this government 1o relin-
quizh responsibility for the social
cost of migrant labour. The 1985
definition of ‘recourse o public
funds’ and the 1988 Social
Securily Acf are two among 2
tighteniing net of rule= and regula-
tioms that discriminate against
black and migrant workers in ac-
cess to health, housing, benefits,
education and so-on. At the same
time the monitoring and question-
ing by public agencics and their
linking to the Home Office,
alonguide direct harassment by
creiles fear and uncertainty. They
constitute a concerted attempl (o
destabilize the lives of black
people in Britain,

The factory bossers have used
this background o intensify ox-
ploitation. They have been met by
increasing stroggles over the right
1o organise in trade unions, over
wages and conditions and in op-
position ta the arbitcary deduction
of ‘tas’ from take home pay —a
levy that is wot surprisingly un.
Enown io tax officers.

These stroggles hive led tothe
formation in Morth and East Lon-
don of a TGWL! textile branch
HMo. 1/1312 by 550 Kurdish and
Turkish workers. This represents
areal step forward boi will require
commitied guppont from the
TOWL against the attacks it will
face, including trade wnionists
heing shopped 1o immigralion
authorities by employess, and in
the baitles that lie ahend over

recognition,

The formation of this brench
could provide an example (o
migrl.ﬂl workers acrors London
in demanding that the frade cnion
movement join them in resisting
the ever-more vicious aftacks of
the employers and the state.

Simon Lynn

SOCIALIST OUTLOOK no 14 April 1989



Andras MooraRoflax

Troops oul: self determination for the Irish peopls

Time to Go!

TEN YEAERS AGO, on the
L0ih anniversary of British
froops going on to the sireets in
the north of Ireland, to prop up
the totiering Orange Stale, a
demonsiraiion for withdrawal,
called by a broad alliance of
forces ingluding the Com-
munist Party, the Troops Oul
Movement, the Socialist
Workers Pany, the Young
Liberals and a lew Laboor
MPy, attracted less than 10,000
people. This August, on the
2{th anniversary there is to be
amarch followed by a carnival.

Called by the Time to Go Can-
paign around the slogan of: “Por
Entish Withdrawal from Ireland,
Time to Go', the organisers hope
o attmct 4 much larger iwmowt for
both events than the “traditicnal
withdrawal movement'. Their
belief iz that those forces who
worild not now suppodt troops out
and self determination will be
mobilised by the slogan “Time to
Go',

The AGM of the Labour Com-
mitiee on [reland (LOT) endorsed
the Time To Go inibative by a
small majonty and after muoch
cntictam; The LCT also committed
itgell 1o bnlding the largest pos-
sible withdrawal contingent on the
August demonstration on the basis
of “troops put’ and “self-deter-
miination for the Insh People” and
to co-ordinate this with the Troops
Dut Movement and the Insh in
Brtain Representation Group.

Many of the problems in the
refationship between the Time to
Go initiative and other elements of
the Year of Action flow from the
comueption of how to extend the
influence of the tradirional
withdrawal movement put for-
wird by the lcadership of Time To
Go,

There is agresment on the need

to hreaden support and the Time
Ta Go could have heen the basis
for a hmad allianee of those in
favour of withdrawal, including
those who do not support self
determination. The main problem
hasbeen the insistence by Time To
Gothat it must, in the words of one
of ita leaders, ‘hegemonise’ the
Year of Action. In Scotland, sup-
port for the much discredited
Charter was miade the precondition
of participation in the Time To Go
Commitiee.

It i= this, logether with the
bureancratic methods of the Time
To Go leadership which has done
much to divide and, in some cases
hold back. the process of building
A movement for British
withdrawal.

It iz ironic that most of the ac-
tivities on the ground have been
organised by people whao, while
not giving political support o
Time To Go becanse it puts
preconditions on  British
withdmwal, are prepared to work
with any other forces towards that
el

The same problems are emerg-
ing in relation to the demoastration
on August 12, The first organising
committes for the demonstration
did not take place until March 9
and thep only after an emergency
resolution te the LCT AGM and
sustained pressure on LCT mem-
hers of the Time To Go Natonal
Counail. The late start in setting up
an organising commitiee and the
laid-back attitude of Time To Go
Council members to such urgent
matters as the preparation of
publicity material, has fuelled the
suspicion in the LCl and elsewhere
that the demonstration is very
much secondary o the camival in
the mind= of the Time To Go or-
ganisers, Martters were not helped
by the announcement thal there
was o be no mlly at the end of the
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EVENTS IN INDIA often go
unnoticed in the wesi:
however the past few months
have brought struggles which
are of immense importance
for the region. In particular
there have been increased
calls for an iﬂd!iﬂ:lldﬂl:]:l!

now troubled Tiber
Demonstmtions and tots have
broken out in the Kashmir's two

major cities, Jammu and
Mininter Rajiv Gandhi the same

lammu-Kashmir and the Pon-
jab are both arcas of vital impoar-

for an :ml:l:pundm Flmph,
resulting in fighting
around the Punjsh espital and
sikh holy city of Amritsar. Last
year alone thousands of people
were killed, forcing the govem-
ment to declare the arca a
resticted zone.

Mow in ImndKnﬁmh
the two states directly to the
nosth, there has beena restirgence
in the struggle for independence
which began in 1M7 when the
Bﬂﬁcﬂknﬂyl:m-dm
their promise of a Kashmir state,
and rode roughshod over
Kashmiris" distinclive language,
culture snd religion by making
them a part of Indin.

Kashmir's capital, the pic-
turesque city of Shrinigar, sitting
on the shores of Lake Dal s the

Uprising in Kashmir

bordering Pakistan and the

Shrinigar, cousing Indian Prime
as thone he faces in the
Pt e o “way of exports. It is difficult to

tance to Indian politics and

-richest and most prosperous
The loss of such weallh could
help put the skids under Gundhi's

“reat of India,

“of the Kashmiris and Punjabis to

foot of the Himalayas, has made
the headlincs recently for its
violent demonstrations. Apari
from muslim reaction ageinst
Salman Rushdie, there have been
far more important clashes be-
tween supporters of Pakistan,
Indiz, and independence.
Despite it reputation for
povery, Indis in astrong regional
economic power, whichactsinan
mpﬂilhﬂﬂmmr towands na-
tional minotilies and dissenting
stales. fndia could slmost be
described &z practising
‘capitalism in one country”, with
meost of itx consumer goods being
home mads and very litle in the

spot a westem car on the rosds
and refreshingly impossible w
buy Coca Cola,

‘Gandhi’e determination to
hold on to the Punjab and Kash-
mir has an economic basis: these
two arcas inclode some of the

fllﬂﬂﬂgllrlimﬂlumbnmhml.

regme, which - is already losing
somie of its political grip on the

Such a blow struck at the
centralised authority of the Della
government would strengthen
the hand of the masses elsewhiere
in Indin Tt iz for this reason that
socialists should support the right

self-determination, while look-
ing for the future not fowands s
patchwork of isolated capitalin
statelets on the sub-continent but
& socialist united siates of India,
based on free association of

Jonathan fones

demonstration and that there
wonld be no political input 1o the
camival other than the musc and
what the bands might say.

Wormt of all, plans have been
1=id for the march which make or-
ganising a rilly impossible. When
pressed, they conceded that it was
essential o have speakers at the
carnival, though who thess will be
is, &t the moment, 3 malter for
speculation

A combination of a small
demonstration and low key
speakers at the camival wouold be
a setback to building » withdrawal
mavement and it throws away the
opportunity (o speak to new for
ces, which was the mtionale for

Time to Go in the first place. If, s
is likely, the biggest umout is for
the music rather then the march,
having no rally and no one calling
for Brits Oul will make the event
indistinguishable from a Christy
Moore gig at the National, and
surcly less political.

While continuing to press for a
poper mally and to ensure that
thers is some palitical input to the
camival, the LCT must make a big
effort to ensure that on August 12
there ia & massive demonstration
for Troops Out and Self Deter
mination.

Even at this late stage, there is
still time to ensure that happens.

David Caen
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Beleagured
Benazir stands

firm

THE MASS mobilisations by
fundamentalist mushims in
Pakistan over the Salman
Rushdie issue are simply the
latest aspect of a fightback by
supporters of the old regime of
General Zia against the
govemment of Benazir Bhot-
1o

Fundamentalist forces in par-
ticular had done well under Fia,
and zeen their dream of islamisa-
tion nearly come true: they now
fear a possible reversal of their
‘achievements’, Some mshed at
once to army chiefs as soon ax the
election results were declarcd last
November, begging them 1o lake
over again.

The somewhat chastened of-
ficers refused; they had nothing to
guin and everything to lose if they
took power at that stage. Even fia
bad promised elections in 1988,
before the Angnst air crash killed
him snd most of his top ammy
generals, And the officer also
knew as well as Bhutto that
whoever came to power in
November would not be able to in-
terfere with the interests of the
army of its American masters.

A massive 41% of Pakistan's
buodget is caten up by the armed
forces: all in all the country spends
87% of its money on defence, ad-
ministration and servicing the $17
billion foreign debt. In com-
parison it spends 0.57% on health
and 1.7% on education — in &
country where 40% of all deaths
are camsed hy water-bome dis-
eases and the hilemcy rte is only
T

Troe encugh, Benazie Bhotto
publicly declared on taking office
that she cannot cot military expen-
diture —~ for the simple reason that
the powerful armed forces "won't
allow it". This point was made brie-
{ally obvious to her in the period
between winning the election and
taking olfice.

Ammy chief of siaff General
Mirza Aslarm Bep joined with the
figurehead President of Pakistan
Ghuolam Ishag Khen (formerly a
minister in Bhutto's father’s
government, but kepf on a3 aclose
advisor by his mmrderor General
Fia) and ‘unexpected’ guests —the
USA's deputy Secrelary of
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Defence,  the
deputy Secretary
of State and the US
ambassador, to
spell oul terma.
The US repre-
senlatives came
with a strong bar-
gaming hand: as a
result of recent
decisions by the
US Congress,
Pakistan has the third highest al-
location of US economic sid —
after Israc] and Egypt — as well as
massive military mid.

It was agreed that Benazir
would follow Zia's economle,
foreign and defence policies — so
much s that she has retained Zia’s
foreign minister Sahabzada
Yayooh Khan, There iz to be no
nationalisation of any sort, and
foreign investment will be en-
couraged. This has anpered not
only the lefr but also many of
Bhutto's own supporters, who
believe that after eleven years of
suffering and torture they have
been msked o compromise with
the torturers and work with their
encmiss

Bhutto has inherited a bankrupt
economy. Just before the election
the interim regime hastily sipned
an agreement with the Intemation-
al Monetary Fund for a £555 mil-
lion loan, in cxchange for o
promise to impose auslefily
TEaSUres.

However most of the left op-
positivn groops realise that any or-
ganised campaign against her
Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP)
government would now play nght
nin the hands of the right wing cut
throats who hate any sort of
democracy, and would love to see
another fundamentalist dictator-
ship imposed on the country,
Much to the dismay of these for-
ces, Bhurto's first speech as Prime
Minister announced some very
radical reforms, many of which are
(thanklully} "unislamic’ in the
eyes of the mullahs and their right
wing allies.

Among other pmposals, Bhut-
to

 lifted the previous ban on
trade union activities:

# permilled studenl unions lo
function;

.f i ’1 |||u

il m’

ﬁ-"

Bhutte: far-reaching reforms have angered mu.ﬂ'ahs

% commuted thousands of
death sentences to life imprizon-
ment;

# promised that all faws which
specifically discriminate agamnst
women will be abolished,

The last two pronouncements
in particular were very hunful 1o
the mullahs who believe in ‘eye
for an eye' punishmentis and had
worked with Zia to subject Pakis-
tani women to barbanc oppres-
Ll

Bhutto has aleo promised o
relense all political prisoners,
withdmw cases pending against
oppments of the previous regime,
sel aside the sentances passed
apainst oppositionists in their ab-
sence, and made immediate armn-
gements for political exiles to
retum home. Women will be given
equal treatment on wages and
working eomditions, she says.

These measures, though nol yet
completely lulfilled, have
changed the climate in a country
suffocated by social, political and
religious oppression. Within
manths of only the second election
in the country’s 41-year history,
Pakistan is enjoying more
freedom than ever before,

This ‘breath of fresh air’ is quite
unacceptable to the mullahs, who
believe that liberal, modern,
seculer ideas lead to godlessness,
In the last week of February =
united convention of wlamas
{religious rcholars) was held in
Rawalpindi, linking three of the
largest muslim sects. It declared
that the installation of a woman as
head of state 5 “unislarmic’, and
decided to start a camprign 1o get
mid of *woman’s ule”.

Socialiste should fight this
counter-atiack by the mulizhs and,
while preserving their own polit-
cal independence, ride with Bhut-
to in midding the country of in-

human, degmding and oppressive
laws imposed under Zin's martial
law. In doing so they can take ad-
vantage themselves of the new
democratic rights to orgenise
politically and in the new trade
uniona that will spring up.

This docs not mean unchbical
support for anything Bhutio says
or does: bul socialist demands and
tactics should make use of and
matimizse the present process: of
democracy and nol assist the ulins-
right efforts Lo lopple the govem-
ment.

A strengthened mass move
ment of wodcers and peasants will
be necessary to combat the threar
of a right wing/military come-
back. There is much basic reor-
ganization and political prepars-
tion to be done, and no advantage
in # premature showdown which
will see the workers and op-
pressed once mome the loper,

Mo existing mass leadership of-
fers any more radical economic,
military or foreign policy than
Bhutto. While it works to ensure
that ihis alternative iz buailt, the left
should continue 1o fight for even
fuller demuveracy,
slogans including;

% The ammy back to the bar-
racks; the mullahs back to the
mosgues!

% Mo U5 bases in Pakistan!

@ No help to the mujabedin in
Afghanistan!

% Full rights to national
minorities and minonty provin-

CER-

and ralac

¢ Mo disciminalion ‘against
women in johsf

It would not be too surprising if
Bhutto herself and the bulk of her
PPP sipporters were Lo welcome
left campaigns on soch demands
as A counterweight to ight wing
and LTS pressure,

Ahmad Shuja
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THE POLL TAX is one of the
most swingeing attacks on the
working class and on local
governmenl that Thatcher has
introduced. The mesponse of
the leadership of the labour
movement has been pathetic
on this issue as on the many
other atiacks facing the work-
ing class. They have refused o
coutitcpance any action (hat
goes ouiside the law; whether
it be non-implementation by
councils or trade umomsts or
the building of a mass non-
payment campaigno,

Mevertheless, the campaipn
ngainst this indguitous @y con-
tnues to grow apace. In England
and Wales new groups are being
fommed every week. In Scolland
the campaipn has achicved new
strength and dircetion following
the successtul "unity conference’
held in Glasgow on Murch 4.

In  response (o Lthis
proundswell, the Labour Pary ia
making the weshend of Apnl §
ane of “local activiry' agalnst the
poll tax and the TUC have agreed
té call a pational demonstration,
bt not until Tuly 1 i Manchester,

Thir hardly matches wp to the
demands for a  national
dempnstration at the heginning of
Apnl (when collechon started in
Scotland) lor which many sc-
tivists hove lobbied consistently.
Ry July mem=tration will be well
under way in England and Walee,
a= will be collectiom i Scotland,
an the moment when local cam-
prign=maost need the boost of col
lective mass action will have
passeill However, it i5 vital that
the lahour movement responds to
hoth thesc calls, that we attemipt to
make them as successful as pos
sihle, and mve the leadership as
little excuse @s possible o argue
that they have tned (o gve a lead,
hul no-one 15 interested.

The shallow responss ol ‘new
realism” 15 not only apparent
through their failure iy pve dinec-
fom fo e mass movement, but
alzo tluough their altemative o
Ui b itself. The document Local
vervices, local chotces, Incal fiaxes
privduced by the Labour Party for
lust years amnual conlerence

proposes two Incal taxes — a local
incnme tax. and a new propery
fax. Apart {from the nhvioos drave-
hack of secming o propose wice

John Harrds /171

A% many [axes as al présent, their
arguments donothing o deal with
the fact thal foxation wnder the
present system i deliberiiely
desipned to shift resources [nwm
poor to rich, Their two tuxes will
nierely perpetuate this fuct.

iz not possible to deal with
the crisis in local povenunent
merely by addressing the goestion
af financesat the level of the local
stute. We need mther 1o Took at
tination in a moch more com-
prehensive sense; to attack the
fact that hoth local and national
tunatinn are regressive, or only
slightly progressive, to point oal
that faxes on profits and nneamed
income pre pathetic, while work-
ing class people face unemploy-
ment and low wages. Socialists
argue for a steeply nsng Wealth
tax as an aliermnative o the pressnt
system of tumalion

Any comprehensive solution to
the 1ssue of local authoriry fond-
ing has to lake into account mch
issues ws the propartion of local
authority ‘spending that goes o
pay debt charges - much of which
had been incurred long belore the
imposition of rate-capping, In
tenns of property taxes, it is non-
sense to-claim as the Association
of London Authorities document
An Aliernative to the Poll' Tax
diowrs that rates have proved 1o be
*a goodd local tax over hundreds ol
years’, Ara tux on the value of 2
property, mtes donol necessanly

bear the slightest relation to the
wealth of the people living in the
propesty.

In the period before the intro-
duction of miceapping, the fight
agains rale rises wag comectly
seen by many rocialists az an im-
portant pat of the battle o protect
working class living standards;
we fought under the bannerof *No
cuts, no reqt increases and no rale
increaser’. Covncils which
funded improvements (o services
throngh massive rate increases
such as Walthamstow and Ealing
in London did so on the hacks of
working class people. The lssue
has not ceased o be relevant. Fur-
ther, in the lnst year before the im-
position of the poll tax in England
and Wales, the debate ahout going
for high rate increases is being
used in the Labour Party and trade
unions a8 o spposed aliemnative
to making cuts or confmnting the
government; a supposed third
way which iz in fact only anothes
cut in living standards.

Before new taxes can he intro-
duced a Nirst demend must be
made that local authonty debts are
written ofl so that the financial
manoeuvres used by counclls do
oot now impose toohigh 2 burden.
We are already secing the elfect of
thiz in boroughs such as Brent and
Hanngey being forced 1o make
cuts and put up rates in order (0
pay for their refusal o fight in
[!!'E"‘I-‘:lul.ts years,

Wealth tax not Poll tax

L

A madical overhaul of the way
Rate Support Grants dare assersed
needs to be a key plank of any
proposals. The government’s
move to ‘MNecds Assessnient” sup-
posedly simplifies the currenl sys-
tem, butin practice makes it easier
to deny support to Labour
authorities. The Labour Parry op-
poses this and talks of more ac-
cummtely rellecting need in Rate
Support Grant assessment, but in
practice the contrel thal local
authorties feguire is over how
they spend their income, not
where it comes from, and there in
no particular reason why all laxa-
tion shonld not be collected na
tionally, as Jong as local people
had the ability to determine how
Incal needs were addressed.

Of course there will nod be
agreement on these issoes
amongsl activisis campaigning
against the poll tax. The key izsuer
within these campaigng will be
lighting for mon-coopermation with
the tax by councils and wade
unions, building opporitioi te the.
register and developing maszom-
payment campaigns, Bul
socialists should wse the debate
around the poll tax to develop dis-
cuksion nod only around local
government financing but amund
the whole question of taxalion
more generally,

Terry Conway
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THE QUESTION as Lo
whether the elections in El Sal-
vador represent a qualitative
turning point in the political
situaticn is sull an open one.
However, despite Lhe short
perind that has elapsed since, it
is possible to register a number
of important political pomis.

The first thing to note is the tam
out for the election. According lo
reports from San Salvador, thisap-
peus (o have been lower (how
much lower is open to guestion)
than the 30% for the town council
eloctions in early 1988, There are
2.8 million eligible voters in El
Salvador, but only |.Bm are
regisiered to vote. Even if the
recent tum oul was egual 1o the
council elections, ARENA can
only have won 12% of 2.8m poten-
tial voters (based on the 55% that
ARENA appears to have won) and
the figurs is more likely to be
below 1055, In effect, the pany of
the oligarchy was voted foc by the
oligarchy and the legitimacy of the
ARENA government within El
Salvader is non-cxistent,

Thers weze several reasons for
such a low mm cut. The FMLN
proposal for a postponement fo
enahble them Lo take part received
overwhelming sopport from the
people of El Salvador. This offer
had the effect winming the leader
ship of the radical trade union
movement, the UNTS, to call a

El Salvador Elections
ARENA ‘wins’
while masses
stay away

€

] .

&
boycott. The o
refusal of ARENA

and the Christian
Democrats  to
respond to this
offer significantly
incrensed support
for the FMLN
position when the
elections went
ahcad.

In sddition, the position of the
ballot baxes, within the wealthier
arcas of San Salvador, for in-
stance, ag well s near to army bar-
racks, meant that it was both physi-
cally difficult for the poor tn vole,
and intimidating given the social
tension that existed in Bl Salvador
during the clection period.

Finally, two other key [actors
were a prodiuct of the FMLN's
politico-military strength. Bet-
ween one third and one quarter of
the country is nnder the control of
the guerllas and the population
within it obviously played no part.,
Secondly, the FMLN's transport
sirike was » total suocess and
demonstrated yet aguin that thero
are two amed powers within El
Salvador capable of enforcing
policy on a natiomwide scale.

Bul none of these factors will
stop ARENA clalming that the
electinns were legitimate and the
I3 winning intemational respect-
ahility for the new povernment in
the xhort term. From the moment
that ARENA appearsd to be the

'Demncncy' under the gun: army

only party that could win the elec-
tion outright it became inevitable
that the United States would
switch homes and begin to present
AREMA as an accepiable altcma-
tive, In the next period the US has
te hold the hardliners hack oatil at
least, intemutional attention i3
focnssed elsewhers. The best pos-
sible result for US impetalism
would be the consiruction of 2 new
centre right alliance based on the
Christisni wing of ARENA and
the fragments of the Chrstian
Dremecrits which would operate o
hold back the 'total war’ posilion
an the far night of Salvadorean
politics,

Despite all the publicity grven
to the now president Freddi Chns-
Hani, il is common knowledge that
the real power still lics wath
D" Aubuizson and the right wing of
ARENA. They sre commilled (o
completely destroying the kabour
movement and popular organiza-
tions, and to:a recpactment of the
1932 massacre, only this time ona
grapder scale, This type of
scenario, although not on the cards
i an immediate senge, i
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a real possibility il the
army leadership fesls a
Life and death struggle is
imminen! and attempls to
strike the first blow. This
i5 not the perspective af a
crazed minority but a
coherenl alternative for
ihe £l Salvadoriagn
aligarchy

How far this perspec-
tive comes [0 Appear 4%
the only serious one will
depend upen  the
development ol the mass
movernent and the guenl-
la strupgle. The discus-
sion Around the electivns
created a  popular
majorty for the FMLN's
position and developed 2
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united [mont befween the

in a Salvadoran refugee camp

laboor movensent (principally the
UNTS) and the puerrlla fusces on
the immediatetactical question. At
the sanre time the FMLN has been
demonstreling a ¢apacity to
operate in urban areas which atone
point led to a mcket attack on the
presidential palace and other
buildings representative of state
power. There has been the
development of the MPTL (The
Movement for Peace, Work amd
Land) which is a movement in
working class areas that is laying
the hasis lor insurection al a street
level vin both the development of
sireed level organisation and the al-
tempt to respond act for act to the
repressive activilies of the army
and the police

Thus the elements cleardy exist
for an insurrection al some point,
The tssue i whether the FMLN is
able to ranslate its majority on the
guestion of the elections into =
mujority on the question of how tn
vverthrow the present system ic.
whether or not it can take lhe
political leadership of the whole
opposition to the ARENA govem-
ment, its war against the people,
and the US aid to the Salvadorean
regme. The FMLNs stated behel
ta that an insurrection ix possible in
the next twelve months and that it
is a questiom of binding tngether
the popular organisatrons for a
final offensive and producing the
catalyst that will set the pmcess in
mOEEo.

Whatever the result of these
political developments it is clear
thal the left musl step up ils
salidirity activity and build links
with hoth the FMLN and the
LINTS, A clear task = to build s
movement o call for the end of all
LIS Ald to El Salvador, Affiliateto
the Bl Salvador Solidanry Cam-
paign at 20 Compton Terrace,
London N1

Will McMahon
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Are ‘we’ losing our grip?

There is a ‘common sense' saying in | Transport Secretary Panl Channon is looking

politics that parties never win elections,
but governments lose them.

That may he so. And given Labour's pathetic
performance, even the terminal optimista in the
movement are having to admil thet Labour’s
best hope now is probably a Tory dis-
astet.

It's all too templing then to proclaim
every hicoup inthe govemment’s perfor-
mance a5 heralding a shift in Labour’s
forunes. If vnly it were that casy. But
Thatcher's problems are certainly
monntng op.

The list of unpopolar measures, dis-
asters and soandals is looking as long as
an NHES waiting list. But nnpopulanty
and policy problems have come and
goae over the lasl ten years. And
frighteningly little lasting damage has
been done to Tory standing, as they've
steered their course, with only minor
changes of tack, into 2 third term, g

But now the government is beginning £ &
ter lowk as thoogh it might be salling a bit 2
tiwo close io the wind. The North Sea ol
revenues and sell-off receipts which
have kept them in credil are close to mn- |
ning oul And the latest on the list of
privatisaions don't leok such a pood
deal to potential sharchnlders who are all
ilso’ customers Tuced with biggor bills.
But perhaps most importantly,
"Thatchenism” is coming close to hitting those
it relies on for its support; the middle class and
those sectiony of the working clazs who have
Telt some gains from the last ten years.

Water and electriciry privalisalions are ring-
ing environmental alarm bells. In the case of
wiiter, these are being heard loudest i the Tory
heartlands, scross ural Britain and into the neat
county towns, So moch so tial at the recent by-
election i Richmond, the young Tory hopeful
saw his predecessor Leon Brilian"s majority cut
from over 19000 to just 2,500,

Rizing howss prices and mortgage interest
rete Tises are hegining fo bit home. Record
levels of homelesness are nof just a minor em-
bartassment Lo some Tory bleeding hearts, but
an ever-growing financial borden (6 centrul
govemnment and seumce of frustretion to the
government's froends in the bulding frade.
Waorking clars opposition to the government's
plans for public sector housing is gathering
force too, as estate ballols reject Tory sell-offs.
Effeciive campaigning — particalarly in
Londen's Towsr Hamlets — against Micholas
Ridley's other great housing mitiative, “Hous
ing Action Trusts', has recently resulted in the
acrapping of half of e proposed projects,

Transport has recently and dram atically risen
tn the fure of public concem. Almost every
aspect of policy here presents di Mhiculties for the
govermumnent. A weaker govemment might have
been brought down by the series of safety scan-

dals, injury and even death annbutable 1o their |

polincians and policies, Only now, on the ropes

over Lockerbie after more thas three months,
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vulnerable.

Less immediately dramatic or newsworthy,
bot increasingly recognised as central to
transport safety, arc the planning problems
facing the govemment. Uncomfortably for the

nation’s policy makers, these are again being
lelt first on their own home base. London com-
muters driving o work now tmvel more slow-
Iy and a lot Tess pleasantly around the capital
than they would have done before the advent of
the motor car - at around 11 mph. Under-
ground passengers have been driven to dinect
action — with impromptu sit-ins and lobbies
when yet more rush-houor trains are delayed or
cancefled And perhaps most sensitive of all, the
government faces & serious challenge from its
own ‘pamral” supporters in Kent where opposi-
tion to Channel Tunnel plans cannot be ignored.
Faced with maranding middle class masses
taking to Lhe stresis, even govemmeni ministers
whio are wnfortunate enough to represent con-
stituencics in this danger zone have had to dis
lance themselves from the proposed
"develiopment’. Cheating — by making soure that
the track poes underground in Tory aress and
only surfaces in nasty inner city Labour siron-
gholds — might just work {or the govemunent,
But they have had to back-track — hy going for
the marginally more environmentally accept-
able but significantly more expensive option.
And pious monetarist homilies - that all thisis
really 2 sign of prospenty and we jolly well
ouglt 1o be grateful — are starting to grte, even
with many Tory supporien, whose fimst instinet
i= niot idenlogy, but sell-intereat,

Proposalsto *refomm’ the NHS are in trouble
to, a5 some professional groups are oow join-
ing NHS waorkers in opposition tn the
governmient’s plans. The public s basic support
of & tax-funded, free health service remains

solid, and though patchily. effective broad op-
position to the Tories, is growing.

Industry, if not the City, is increasingly on-
comfortable with the government's economic
peformance. The director general of the TBI
made a post-budpet public attack on Thatcher,
complaining that she was complacently
presiding over the 'locust years’ —of ex-
cessive consumption and under invest-
ment. ‘1 muost wam yoo that the locusts
will not eazily be kept at bay, Last year
the CHI said that the proonity should be
Investment nol consumplion. This was
regarded al the time as politically naive
and self interested. Unfortunately it
turmed oul to be right,’

Clearly the government is in some
difficulty but ia it possible that all this
amounts 1o is just a temporary rocky
patch for the governnent? They have a
packed programme of legislation, much
of it contentions and unpopular, But this
is partly by design: when better (o deal
with difficult businczs, butin the middie
of a term of office when an administrs-
tion might natorally be expected to be
lorw in the polls? Especially when they
have a stash of money put by for tes cutr
later on.

And the rest? Can it be put down just
o bad luck (Pamella now included) in
the number of ungredictable controver-
sies that have emerged recently?

Well no, not really. Becanse many of them
are mare than mere scandals, but are at-
tributable, and increasingly are attiibuted
publicly, to the direct consequencies of pursy-
ing Thatcherite policies,

So it could just be that Thatchensm {al-
though, importantly, not conservatism as such),
is outliving its usefulness 1o the British mling
class,

Sections of the media now are ot last wakding
up tothe fact that Thatcherisms not all they ve
cracked il up to be.

A Sunday Telegraph columnist recently
specilated that the Prime Minister needed a
holiday. Peter McKay, writing in the right-wing
London Evening Standard under the headline
It's that woman again’ concluded that the
govemment is tonning out of steam - and
mnyway, he argued, il has already gone ton far,
Mozt importantly, e speculated, she might ac-
tually be starting to pul voters off,

That, of course, is the Tories” bottom line. I
l'were 5 govemment minister who'd given up
a place on the City payroil for what looked Lke
a job for life I'd be getting more than twitchy.
I might even be getting ont,

The challenge, as always, ls for Lahour's
leaders to apply the political commitment and
drive necessary to shape and advance the grow-
ing fide of opposition in the working class. The
present performance of Her Majesty®s oificial
opposition makes it less rather then more like-
ly that they wall do that,

Jeane Wells
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Stand firm
against

censorship

JANE KELLY looks at some of the Issues raised
by the Rushdie affair and censorship in the light

of de-regulated TV.

Within the space of a few months we've
seen the Government ban on Sinn Fein’s
right to free speech and support for Sal-
man Rushdie's freedom of expression;
the setting up of a new TV watchdog the
Broadcasting Standards Council (BSC),
under the watchful eve of Lord Rees-
Mogg, and much discussion on the like-
Iy filling of deregulated TV with soft
porn: remember the ad ‘ltalian
housewives do it on TV'? The Tories
{and in some cases people who should
know better) are supremely pragmatic
when it comes to censorship. The left
however, cannot afford to be.

Although Howe and Thatcher have since
hacked down from total support for Rushdie,
the Tories" immediate response was to defend
him to the hilt, in complete contrast to their im-
position of a ban ob the right of Germy Adams
and others io express their point of view on the
Morth of Ircland. Perhaps the proximity of
freland compured to Iran had something to do
with it; or maybe the racist attitude of the British
Government led them to abhor the Ayatollah's
death threat to an (albeir Pakistani) British

writer, while convenienly forgetting theirown |

use of censorship.

The Hushdie aifair has also produced some
unexpected divisions amongst the left intellec-
tnals, resuscitating the debate about the Jim
Allen play Perdition. Svme who favoured cen-
sorship (because of accusations of historical in-
accuracy!) in thal case, now present themuelves
as being opposed in principle to any fom of
censorship, Others whose. past recond might
have led one to expect something betier, have
came down in favour of 3 kind of self-censor-
ship —John Berger and Dilip Hiro for example.

Religion and race

Some of the confusion arszez from a
misplaced anti-racism. Feeling. quite nghtly,
that the Moslem community in Britain suffers
racism, such intelleciuals espond in an am-
bivalent way to the Islamic attack on The
Satanic Verses. There has been similar con-
fusion in response to Muoslem demands for
religious and single-sex schools. Religion is not
the sume thing a3 race. The left has to determine
its support or otherwise for demands of hlack or
other oppressed groups on the basis of politics,
of which anti-racism is only one compoment
Thus, for example, we should argue thal we are
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appesed o all
religions
schools includ-
ing Moslem
oneE, and we
are also op-
posed to the
oppression of
all women, in
cluding  within
the Islamic
COMRITIITNILY.

Amongst Labour politicians too the
divisions have been unexpeoted —and confused.
Some, with more than hall an eye to their con-
stituency, have echoed the Iranian denuncia-
tiona of Rushdie’s book. (thier Labowr MPs on
the lefi have called for the Blasphemy Law 10
be extended to all religions, with only a and-
ful correctly demanding its total abelition. For
this law iz not just a quaint, anschronisic Jeft-
over from feudalism, It was used as recently as
the mid 1970s apainst a homosexnal poem
about Christ in Gay News.

Images of women

The confusion over censorship is ol con-
fined o the Bushdie affair, Claire Short’s bill
agminst Page 3 nudes, ndiculed for the worst of
reasons by most Tory and many other MPs in
Padiament, received more than 3000 letters of
support from women whe [avoured censorship,
O of that support, both financial and moral,
the Campaign againsl Pomography was setup.
The campalgn claims that there are direct links
hetween violence against women, ssxoal abuse
of children and pomography. Butil has no clear
thearetical framework, and while not directly
calling for censorship is ambivalent ahout whial
action should be taken.

Atthe same time we have the new Broadcast-
ing Standards Council { BSC) expressing ol
cem abont the stersotyped porrayal of wonen
on TV, nsing arguments develnped by feminists
when mmalysing sexist imagery and preparing lo
decide forus what we can warch on the new de-
repulated airwaves, Market forces amd 1n-
dividual freedom reign —but not when if comes
to sex. Bvoking a mythival *public disgust’, sex
and vielence, inevocably conjoined by Mary
Whitchouse and the censors, are 1o be bamed
from our sereens for our own good. However,
the statistics do not support this view of publie
opinion. Far from being the Nirst reason lor come

Julio Ebcluart ol lox

plainl, the répresentation of sex on TV is rather |

Soft porn from the y'?

tow dowm on the list, with rescheduling at the
top and bias, violence, bad language and sex
lfollowing in that irder.’ And when Channel 4
introduced 1ts infamons ed triangle 1o desig-
nate Jate-night films with alol of s in them,
viewing Gpures doubled!

Mo, iL's not a question of public disquiel, but
rather what 19 thought 1o be gond for us. And
despite the evocation of fominist concems:
“The BSC intends to crack down o conimer
cinle which reinforce sexual stereotypes and en-
force a taste and decency Teguirsmient on
advertisements’,” the truth iz thal such
stersotyping is not the real concem. Muterial
dealing with controversial ssucs, wolwoling
sexmal tsaues, bul not Lmated to these, will be
banned, We knnw [romi the Sechion 28 debate
that open imapes of lesbians and gay men are
liahie Lo be cepsored.

Haow should socialists and feminists respond
to all this? Although much interesting and im-
portan! analysis has been undertiaken In refation
{o the representation of women in the media{in-
chiding film, TV and advertising}), the question
of whal should he done about it 15 3 vexed one.
And when it comes to pomography proper then
the debate hecomes very heated, as the session
at the Wonnen for Socialism conlerence proved,
with the question of censurshup at the hear of
the debate.

Pornography

The parameters of the pormography debate
are represented by Andrea Dworking, an
American udical feminist on the one hand and
Angela Canter, British novelist and feminist on
the other. Dworkin argues that pomogmphy is
an ‘institution of male supremacy”, ‘propaga-
da for and 2 tool of sexual soppression of
women...unbelicvably powerful in its
cffects”” Tt was Andrea Dworkin with
Catherne Mag Kinnon who imtroduced the anti-
pomography ordinance in the US, at present
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law only in  Bellingham,
Washington, The ordinance allows
an individual’s complaints against
the display or use of pomographic
material tobe taken up as a maiter of
Civil Righrs,

Carter, at the opposite end of the
spectmum, argues in her book The
Sadeion Woman: ', _sexual relations
between men and women always
render exphicit the namre of social
refationr in the socicty in which they
take place and, if described explicit-

Wy

:

Chrissle Thurks

that it fits into commercial breaks
and half hour slots. Anyone who saw
Under Fire in the cinema and on TV
will have noticed the political
decision to cut hy several minutes
the ecstatic celehmtions as the vic-
torioue Sandinistaz entered
Managna, Some films have also suf-
fered censorship in the cinema, for
exaomple Mishima's Ar No Corrida
or Pasolini’s Sale. These lasl have
suffered from over-zealous Labour
councils such as Islington, Hackney

Iy, will form a critigne of those
rl:iaIinns'.4 Further, the pomog-
rapher ‘'may nol think of himself as a friend of
women; thal muy be the last thing on his mind.
But he will always be our unconscioos ally be-
cause he beging Io appmach =zome kind of
emblematic truth, whereas the lackey pomog-
rapher, like the devious fellows who wrile Inve
storics for women's magazines, thal softest of
all forms of pomography, can only do harm*”

Carter i= explicitly opposed to any form of
censorship. She points oot that hard pom ex-
poises the ngly reality that nanderping sexusl rela-
tions in o capitalist society and as soch s ex-
plicity political. Soft pom on the other hand, is
bath more pervasive and more dangemus [ar
from exposing reality, it rests on the mythe of
onr society about male and female sexuality,

maintaining and reinforcing the mbordinate |

and oppresrsed position of women. Il in instroe-
tive in this context that soft pomm will be
rcreened on gatellite TV aeconding to Colin
Shaw, Dhrector of BSC "One should be less
worried ahout that —it iz difficult to arpue it is
cormupling,” hie says in 8 receng Interview.”

Soaps like Dallas and The Colbys, adverts
like the recent one [or Peagent 205 are farmore
ingidious in their infloence thon any pomog-
raphy, the morme =0 becanss we are of f our guard
when watching them.

The Peogeot advert is a good example of the

".-fak.‘ng aright of reply

sophisticated workings of conlemporary adver-
lising. It uees consciously, over-the-top sexism
— bload-red lips and nails, lipstick rising out of
its holder, the car being stroked — & take-off of
T0s imngery, but combined with Iocations and
sexual references which play on women's fears
and fantasies in a subtle and unexpected way.
In particular the ‘flm noir’ sctting of dark al-
leyways and arches through which the woman
approashes the red car (at this point signifying
the man) links Ingether sex/romance with
danger/adventure. Our defences are lowered as
we liugh ot the overt sexist imagery; simnl-
tansously we unconscionsly consume the im-
apes of our oppreasion.

Censorship

Adverts like this, programmes like Lord
Recs-Mogg's favourite Allo, Allo, soaps like
‘Dalle=’ are not the target of Recs-Mogg. Nor
should they be, But neither should we accept
the nght of the BSC to decide what is and isn't
‘decent’. For the kind of culs already opder-
taken in TV featore films will be the real vic-
tims of the moral climate. These cuts include
rex gcenes, violence (such as the whole open-
ing sequence of Three Days af the Condor thus
rendering the film’s dmumatic (orm incom-
prehensibie!) and even cuts o shoren a film ro

and Camden who, responding to
demands of their women's commil-
tees, refused certification to such films.

We cannot allow the bourgeois state, in
whatever fomm, to decide for us what we van
and canpot write, read and view. Equally, op-
pressed groups have the right to express their
opposition to lexts, images cio, but not o call
for the bamming or censorship of materials, (let
alone the murder of the suthor, publisher and
bookscllers) even when these are offensive o
one or another group, The history of censorship
is the history of repression. In Nazi Germany
the buming of books and the suppression of
avanl-gande art went hand in hand with the im-
prisonment and murder of lesbians and gay
men, Communists and Jews, We must stand
firm against it — all of i1,

Nuotes

! Figurea of complaints from week ending October 2
1988, show scheduling 323, bias | I8, viclenee 21,
bad language 16, sex 12 (Figures from ‘Sexon 117,
Christopher Bunkley, Time Out, 26/ 10/88-
A11R8.)

? "BSC Moves to Curb TV Ad Vislence' by Ju Vale,

. Campaign 24/2R3.

“ Elizabeth Wilzon, ‘Interview with Anidrea

Drweorkin', Femimyt Review 11, Jone 1982,

Angels Carter The Sadeian Women |97,

Ibid,

® Calin Shaw, Dircctor of BSC, Campaign 24/2/59.

d
5

Whe is in charge? In the workplace
Some are more equal than others
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Why women need
collective bargaining

Collective bargaining has been, and still
is, a cornerstone of trade union policy,
It is correctly seen as a way that work-
ing people can exeri their strength and
power against the bosses. During the
high tide of militancy thal swept
throogh the early and mid seventies, col-
lective bargaining was central to win-
ning wage increases and betier condi-
tions, especially in the manufacturing
industries.

However, most of the benefits that wers won
applied more 1o some seclions of the workforce
than to others. In general, women missed out.
Meither the union bureavcracies, nor the
average trade union militant gave much thought
to what they could wring from employers that

winld specifically benefit women, Bui worss,
the unions failed to use the collective bargain-
ing process to challenge the manifold dis.
criminatory practices which operate against
44% of the working population.

14 years on from the Equal Pay Act (EPA),
wonnen are paid on average 28% Ieas than men.
In engineering, before the act, women's wages
were 72% of the skilled male mite and 8% below
the wnskilled male rate. The EPA forced
cmployers (o begin to level up womens' rates,
But before very long this began to alip, In 1976
B, the craft rate rose 36%, while the lowest rate,
which needless to say is women's mate, rose by
only 2Z8%. As aresult, the old differsntials were
regtored.

In the Post Office, where delivery rounds are
allocated on the hasis of seniority, the
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emiployers have persisted with dis-
crimimatory practices (o dodge the
Sex Dircrimination Act (SDA).
Until the S0A, women postal
workers hod been on temporary con-
tracts. Onee the law chanped, they
hecame permanent, but their
senionly was only caleulated . from
thi= tamie, thos limiting their access
i betier rounds.

Time and again, job evaloation is
loaded sgainst women workers, as s
1985 survey of London local
suthonty manval wodcers shows.
Inb seprepation was mated, and ad-
ditional payments moch more com-
mon in ‘male’ jobs— ic those where =
more than 8096 of the wobdforce was 3
male, While full fime home helps E
and care assisstants might get £3-F £
shove the basic mte, ventilation fit- a
ters were getting an additional pay- &
ment of £113. L

It i% inevilably women who hear
the burden of responsiblity lor

familics with children under 4, 46% of women,
as against 3.6% of men, were not in the
workforce, 69% of these working mothers
worked less than 30 hours per week, but 78%
of the fathers worked 40 hours or more, This in

terruption of her workng life places a woman
at areal disadvatage. She loses out on senionity,
in many cases she refims to a lower graded job
than belore, her promotion prospects ame
damaged and often she epcounters sge bur
limitations when she re-eniers the woddforce,
Apreemenis based on *last in, first out” if redun-
dancies oceur, particularly disciminate against
women who have had an intermupted working
carge,

Women make up the majonty of pat-time
watkers, In 1987, 4.2 million women were
employed part time and the number is prowing,
Discrimination against pat-timers is ffe. and
re-inforced by legislation. In jobs like retalling,
part-timers work unsocial hours - weekends
and evenings — but rarely get the extra allowan
cessuch work camies for full-ime staff. I they
work |e=s than 16 hours, they are not covered
by emplnyment legislation and thercfore can he
sacked al any time withont recourse, do not
qualify for matemity leave. Employers have a
vested inferest in making sure workers are on
lesz than 16 hours.

The influx of women into the workforce i=
guarnnized (o continue and today s total ol 4%
women will soon pass 50%. In the next ten
years, 2 shortage of school leavers means that
two thirds of the entrants'to while collar jobs
will be female. This exacly squares with the
plans of Thatcherism. which contary to
popular belief does not want (o drve women
back into the home. Rather they want an ill-
pail unprotected, non-ungnised labour force
and see women as A vital componentof this, The
gnvemment's announcement thal protective
legislation for women and young people iz to
be ended iz not intended 1o open up more jobs
for women in hitherto ‘male preserves’ but 1o
maximise employers” profits al the expense of
health and safety
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Women at Fords equal pay through strike action, nol
children. One survey shows, that in  [egislation

This ‘ideal’ is perronified in & Bridgewater
canning facory, described by Glen Burmows in
the Solidarity Network magazine. She writes *A
thousand wosnen work there, on four shifts; as
casal part-time labour. The work 5 low paid
and repetitive, with little regard for health and
safety... The small oumber of full ime factory
wogkers are all male. In my factory, working
class experience and exploilation under
capitalism, far from disappearing, is being
recreated and inrensified’,

As the nomber of women cntering the
workfome increases, so does the need for child
care. The government is brying to shift the
rerponsiblily in this Geld from the public sector
back onto the mdividual, Since 1945 nursery
places under the management of local
atthorities have declined from 63,000 1o 28,000k
and Tory policies mean that further cuts are on
the way. Even oo the rare occasions where
workplace norsefes have been sct up, the
Tories have attacked these by weating them as
if they were a “pedd’ — taxing them higher than
company cars. Nursery provision o both public
and private sector is available for less than 2%
of children under four This has enconrages the
growih of a large unregistered child-minding
industry, where women are paid even less than
the mothers of those they care For,

lzmes facing working women such asequal
pay. non-discriminatory job evaloation, equal
senionity and training opportunities that take ac-
count nf childeare, full rghts for pard-timers and
the extenmon of state and workplace nurrenes
are, or should be, the concem of the whole trade
union movement,

However, while the employers and the
Tones have a8 coherent stralegy [or women
workers, the trade wnion burcaurracies have
either ignored women's needs or considerd
them of seoondary mpedance. Linfortunately,
many militant male trade unionats zhare this
blinkered attitude and hiave mrely taken op the
fight aging discnminatory practices,

With the drastic decline of manufasturing in
dustry and the spread of unemployment, the

membership of muny unions has
tuken a dive. As more and more
wiormen enter the workforce, recmit-
ing them into unions and encourag-
ing them to become active becomes
vital. Some unions have helatedly
begim tn adopt pmgressive policies
towards women a5 a resull of this
pressure.

But the bumaucracy hopes 1o
solve the problems of women
workers by negoliation and beller
legislation; seeing their role as
medintors between workers and the
employers and state, As sex dis-
criminalion boostd profits and
divides the workforce, thus weaken
ing trade unionism, neither
employers nor the Totdeshave much
enthusiasm about challenging it
Only organised struggle can win
women their dghts at work and lead
to non-discriminatory collective
agreements and improved legisla-
i,

Struggle, however, 13.nol high on
the agenda for the bureavcmts who staff the
unicns, They have no stomach for challenging
the Tores, and thelr patromdsing attimde totheir
women members means they have no con-
fidence they can organise themselves, Bul, over
the years, women have shown remarkable
tenacity fighting for their rights: in the Minegs®
strike, in defepce of the NHS. on the picket line
at Grunwick's and in the | S-year long struggle
which culmineied w sinke pction ot Fords,
when the women machinists won their equal
pay claim

1F the union burcancracies had shown the

¥

rame reanlutencas and determination as women
workers over the years, we would cemanly
have had the EPA on the statute ook belore
1970 — 82 years after the policy was adupled by
the TUCE So whilst we mist conlinuously pul
pressure on the union leadarship, demanding
that they take up women's rghts a1 work, and
insisting that more women wre made [ill ime
officens in the unions, we must be awars thal,
wiless we build at strong movement at the base,
very little will be achieved.

The main initiative will come from wiomen
workers themselves. We need to fight 1o es-
tablish women’s cancuses in the workplaces,
union hranches and on distrier councils and
commitiees. A network of such bodiesin all the
unions is desperately necded with regulos con-
ferences where women trude unionistscan meet
and discuss how 1o campaign for equality at
work.

Of vourse women eaninot win the stiugpls
alone. Wehave to win albiez amongs male uade
unionists. This means having oot the argunient
thal sex discimination may benefit men In the
immediate sense but that irs long teom effects
will be disastrous for the onganised Inhour
movement. Torecognise that women have spe-
cidl righits and special needs, and Lo incomporate
these into the unions’ programmies. is wot
divimve as some, even on the hard e, olpam.
In fact it i= the only way to unify aff the
workinme.

Janet Enight
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Thatcher's visit to Southern Africa at
the beginning of April marks a new
stage in Britain's drive to establish s
Zimbabwe-style, Lancaster Hounse
agreement in Souih Africa. The British
government’s new ally in this project is
the Soviet Union, in a forther expression
of Gorbachev's ‘new thinking'. The
British lefi has a ypecial responsibility to
understand these new developments
and to act accordingly.

Elections in Namibia

The new miemational developments follow
the Cuhan, South African and Angolan agree-
ment on Mamibia. Cuban troops have
withdmwn from Angolia, and Umted Nabions
forves are supenntending the wathdrewal of
South Afncan troops friom Mamibia The South
Wesr African Peoples Organization (SWAPD)
have to win 75% of the yole in the fortheoming
elections to be recopnised as the legitimate
goverument of Manuibia,

Mot only has this constitutinone] barmer been
placed in front of SWAPD, bul the conditions
under which the elections are being held are
stacked against the liberation forees. Under the
terms of the agmeement South Alnca announced
that the notonious Koevoel counter-insurgency
enil was being disbended. In fact all that has
happened is that the wml have been told to
remove their badges and to continue their
operations against SWAPO,

It is precisely for this rype of reason that
SWAPD protested agalnst the virmual balv-
ing of the size of the /N peace-keeping
foree. The reduction in size of the unit
means that the UN can claim it is unawame
of such operations.

Snuth Africa is also illegally manisin-
ing s control vver Walvis Bay, the chiel
ontlet for Namibian uranium and otherim-
pomant mineral products. SWAPD will
clearly he faced with conlinuimg hreaches
of the Mamihian peaple’s spversignty and
destahilization, whatever the results of the
elections

Them are other problems facing & post
independence Mamibia, which are not
reducible o extemal interference. Mulii-
nationals much es Bio Tintn #inc and De
Beerw are keen Lo see & smonth transiten
without challenge to their intereats. Tothis
end they have pursuned protracted negotia-
tions with SWAPO

Lessons of Zimbabwe

The lewsons of Zimbabwe’ s transition (o

independence ape important here, The
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on South Africa
spells major
changes

Mamibian working
class are not yet in =
silualion (0 ex-
propriate and expel
the multinalionals,
Oue of the heritages of
colonialism is thai
they lack the ad-
ministrators, fech-
nicians, and skilled
workers vital to the
success of a post inde-
pendefcs econamy.

However they have started to develop strong
independent worker organisation through the
Mational Union of Namibian Worckers and its
links with COSATU omions in South Africa
The basis for worker” control of the economy
and a drive for the expropriation of the monop-
olies cun be developed from these beginnings.
But this is dependent on the continued inde-
pendence of the untons. In Zimbabwe, one of
the first camalties of of the Mugnhe govermn-
ment wes the unions and govemment suppres-
sion of workens” activity.

But in muen the possibility of & progressive
development within Namibia rests centrally on
regional developments as s whole.

The role of the Soviet Union in the develop-
ments has now become crucial. While nol
directly involved in the Anpgola- Namibia agree-
ment Soviet diplomacy endorsed both the
reduction of the TN peace-keeping force, a
move bitterly fought by SWAPO, and the
removal of ANC bases from Angole.

Botha deposed, but little will change

l B E:
COSATU: a force to be reckoned with

Soviet thinking on Southern
Africa

Soviet thinking on the question of South
Africa has also evolved, Following (Miver
Tambos March visit to Moscow, a stalement
issued by Tass, the govemment press agency,
called Tor a tightening of sanctions sgainst
South Africa and reaffimmed its support for the
ANC. Less publicty, the Suviel defence minis-
try will continue itz sapply of militery aid to
umkhonio we Sirwe.

But at a press conference where Ofjver
Tambo called for an intensification of the
amed struggle, he was directly contradicted by
Yur Yukalov, the head of the Soviet Poreign
Ministry's South Africa department, wha said;

*We would prefer a political seltl=ment and
want apartheid to be dealt with by politcal
means . Any solution throogh military means
will be short-lived. We do aot wanl 1y em-
phnsize the need to enlarge the armed struggle
South Africa should not be destroyed.
There are other means such as trade and
economic sanctions. These are very pseful
tools. It doesn’l mezn that the South
African regime ehould be talked 1o using
the Luguage of threats and by banging
one's fist on the tahle’

This statement was backed up hy
Anatoly Gromylko, the head of the Africa
Institute in Moscow. Gromyko has heen
participating in falks between Soviet and
South Afrcan representatives in London,
chaired by Sir John Killick, a fermer
British envay in Moscow,

“There would have lo be & programmie
of reforms submilted o nationwide dis-
cussion at which all sections of society
would be represented. This will mean sit-
ting down al negotiations for rwo, three o7
however many years'.

The day before, in a rather more eynl
cal vein, official Soviet Foreign minister,
Gennady Gemsimov, was asked about
Soviet support for the ammed stmgple in
South Africa *What armed stroggle?”, he
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retorted, *How can you support anarmed strug-
gle which doegn 't exist 7"

In truth the removal of the ANC bages from
Anpgola now mcans that any military capacity
the ANC has 15 now some hundmeds of miles
from the borders of Scuth Africs,

The response of the South African Com-
munial Parly (o Soviet "new thinking” has beén
unsympathetic, African Communist has camied
extracts from speeches by Castro attacking the
Soviet leadership’s new line and has stayed un-
charactenatically sifent in it own ediloral
comment on "perestroika’

Manoeuvres by apartheid

But the ANC does not anly face 5 weaken
ing on the military front. Politically too there is
a challenge to be faced from the apartheid
regime. The constitutional chsis over Botha's
refosal to relinguish the presidency, has only
termmporanily interrupled the political manoeav-
res being prepared by the NMational Party.

De Kletk has already conducted discussions
with vadous collaborationist leaders hke. the
Bev. Allan Hendrickse, leader of the Labour
Party,-and Chief Buthelezi, the Zolu feader.

The negotiations with Buthelesi are of par-
licular importance. The KweZolu |eader wanls
to se= the intmduction of the power-sharing
elections in MNatal, leading to the dramatic ex-
tension of his electoral base in the country. De
Klede's pree for this is the incorporation of
Bothelezi into the govemmental National
Conneil, which until now he has boyeotted antil
Mandela and other polidcal prisoners have
been released and the ANC legalised

The lepitimisation of the Matal proposal with
London and Washington are vital to both the
govermnment and Butheleri, and sre part of
Thatcher’s evidence that her approach is better
than that of sanctions,

ANC discusses problems

The prohlems Mowing from the Mamibia ac-
conds were the subject of an important meeting
ol the ANC held in Morway at the end of March.
The organisation faces a crisis of perspective.

From the uwprising of 1984-85 the ANC
developed a strategy of ‘ungovernability”, sc-
cording to wihich the ANC would develop a
‘dunl power’ based on the townships. The
regime wiould be forced to the negotiating table
and elections held which would lead to the for-
mation of an ANC govemment within the
decade.

This strutegy underestimated the formidable
political and repressive reserves still enjoyed by

Bitha's government. The weiaht of repression
meant that the broad froat fommed tn excoute
this strategy, the United Democratic Front, has
collapsed.

Trade union unity

The ooty maticnally based organs of resis-
tance gtill intact are those of the trade unions
The ANC, which was imitially hostile 1o the
mioves which led to the fomation of COSATL,
has ined o impose its hegemony on the new
trade union confederation, Until the fast con-
gress of COSATL this appeared to be success-
ful. Little or no response was fortheoming from
the ranks of unions like NUMSA 10 ihe chal-
lenge of those who wished to impose the
programmatic framewnrk of the ANC on the
movemenl

However the decimon of that congress 1o
biold a broad conference of all those against the
apartheid regime, as against the posibon of the
'Charterist” forces which was that the gathening
should be limited 10 those who supported the
ANC'z Freedom Charter, marked a reversal of
the trend.

The conference felf was banned by the
regume. But since then the terrin of the debale
has shilled onto that of trade union unity and in
particular the unity of COSATL with NACTL,
the other independent trude union fedemtion.

Theunity of the two federstions woold great

Khola Mayekiso, NUMSA activist and
partner of South African trade union leader,
Moses Mayekiso, hag st finished touring
Brtain on a TUC sponsored speaking tour to
raise support for the Alexandra Five,

The five were recently released on bail after
spending 2 years in detenlion sz a remalt of
massive intemational campaigns in the laboar
movement, bul atill face possible lile senlen-
ces if they are found guilty at the end of their
trial which has atready besn going on for over
e year: They face charpes of treason, sedition

Defend the Alexandra Five
‘and subwersion for supposedly being part of

an ‘unlawfal attempt to coence, wsurp or co-
danger the authonty of the state®,

Khola was accompanied by Bongani
Bkhuno, NUIMSA member and chair of the
national shop stewards council of the BTR
Donlop Group. Bongani was recently unfair-
Iy digmissed and his union prohibited by the
courts form taking strike action in his support.

1t 15 vital that we redouble all efforts 1o sup-
port these commdes.

Solidarity with Namibian struggle requires
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higher priority from the Britlsh left

ly strengthen the development of the workers
movement in Sooth Africa. Such unity would
have to be a genuine recomposition, mther than
the simple ultimatom in which such 4 move has
been posed by COSATL leaders up nutl wow
Moves towards unity have already deviloped
apace between individual nnions and through
runk and file initiatives.

Hunger strike victory

Herwevereven ifmich unity is established the
prospect facing the liberation movement at the
present tme is one of sethack. In this context
the victory won by the hunger stikers m lone-
ing the promise of releass from the government
marks a signficant victory in an otherwire bleak
landscape.

Trials such aa the Tlpingron 25 and that of
Moses Mayekinn (see box) sill consipn soores
of militants o the gallows or massive joil sen-
tenees,

In addition the disgracing of Winnie Man-
dela throogh the activities of her bodyauad,
has given the repime a breathing space in rela-
tion to the massive intemational campaign for
the relesse of her hushand. lonically the Botha
crisiz prohably blocked tlie release of Mandela
when the government saw an opparfunity 1o
release him with the mininwm political impact
thasks to the Stompie Mokhetsi murder

The period of change in Southem Africa of
fers the opportuaity for the left 10 start 1o put
forward a constructive abternative within the
anti-spartheid movement in Britain. Meetings
af left activists in AA have already stared 10
estahlish a provisionol agenda for=uch an alise-
native based nn: suppont for all those fighting
againg the spartheid repime; labour movement
action o hlock collaboration with apartheid;
linking up wAth the black comnunity and fight-
ing for o demeocratic anb-apartheid movement

HBulding such & solidarity movement in this
country should be the left's meponse tn the
project of our own imperiadisis in imposing a
selution on the people of South Afnca.

Steve Roberts

SOCIALIST OUTLOOK no 14 Apnl 1989



Plees CovarclishHallex

Global restfucturing

¥

The shape of
things to come?

in recent years there has been much discussion on the left of the ‘new international
division of labour’, the re-ordering of the world economy as a resuit of the prolonged
capltalist crisis since the 1970s. In particular this discusssion has centred on the
relative economic decline of the United States, and the growth of ‘newly
industrialised’ countries in the third world. Here PHIL HEARSE argues that third
world industrialisation is often overestimated, and the main feature of the coming
period will be a viclous triangular battle for economic dominance betweeen the USA,

Europe and Japan.

it is now widely recognised by
Marxists that capitalism goes
through long periods of expan-
sion and recession, a8 well as
conjuncioral booms and
Slumps, and that world
capitalism has been in the grip
of a long period of recession
since the late 1960s/early 1970s,

The nmotion of ‘long waves in
vapitahism”, first systematised by the
Hu==zian cconomizt Kondmteff, has
been most developed in the 1ast twn
devades by Ermest Mandel, His argn-
ment, put forward as lopg ago as 1964,
that the lopg post-war capitalist boom
would be followed by a Tong penod
charactensed by ‘an onderone of

recession’, while highly controversial
at the time, i now hardly disputed.
Beginning at the end of the 196{s, bul
most deamatically in the world slump
of 1973-5, world capitalism has since
been in continual crisis.

Quire rphtly, Marxists have con-
centrated their altention on the effects
of this crisis on the hiving standards of
the wodking class {in both the ad-
vanced and the dependent countnes)
and on the drive towards the audernty
and militarsation offensive which
came in the wake of the crisis, and the
political consequences for the
workers” anti-vapitalist struggle.

But by putting these matters af the
forelmnl of their anention, revolu-
tipnary socialists (unlike suome Mar-
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xisl academics) have tended o neglect
& further crucial aspect of the crisis:
eachcapitalist crisis necessartly leads
te increased rivalry hetween the
major imperialist powers — ond o pew
international division of labowr, @ new
carving up af economic spheres of in-
fluence. between the major capitalist
POWErs.

Today this expresses itself, within
the framework of the increasingly
shaky ‘Westem alliance’ in 2 bitter
three-comered fight for economic and
political dominance hetween the
United States, lapan, and the
European unperalist countries, of
which West Germany {FRG) i easily
the most economically powerful.

This economic resfucturing inter-

each
capitalist
Crisis
necessarily
leads to
increased
rivalry
between the
major
imperialist
powers”
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« ..while the
US has lost
much of iis

sects with the emergence of a series of
semi-industrislised dependeat
countrica in the ‘third wodd" which
can no Jonger be simply described as
*aemi-colonial’; the internotional debt
erisis which hits the nations of Latin
American particularly cruelly; and the
spectacular emergence of some of the
countries of the ‘Pacific im’ - Korea,
Singapure, Hong Eong and Taliwan —
s major centres of industrial produc-
tion, But thix three comered fight be-
tween the three major imperialist
centres is now ‘overdeiermined” by a
new factor — Gorbachev and
perestrotks n the Soviel Union and
the possibility of a new period of in-
termational ‘peaccful coexistence’
which conld open up massive new
markets in the post-capitalist slates
ovér which the Furope, Japan und the
175 will birteriy fight.

What iz st stake here is the whole
configuration of world evonomic and
political reality. Our intention here is
simply Lo try to describe some of the
elements of this changing sifuation,
which arc crucially important for Mar-
xists in analysing what sort of polit-
cal ‘approach they should adopt in
Britain to phenomena as diverse as the
1992 single Puropean market, Gor-
bachev ‘and the intemational debt
CHsig,

The decline of US
hegemony - and lis
iimits

World War 2 devastated much of
Europe and Japan, and finally com-
pleted the process of Britain's decling
ux the major imperinlist power. With
the Soviet Union in economic chaos,
the United States emerged I 1945 as
the wuncontested most powerful
economic and political state, leader of
the ‘free world' incvery sense. But the
reconstruction of the Japanese and

German
eronomies in
the 19505 and
"Bk, made poz-
gible by lectors
including the
Marshall Plan,
cheap labourin _§
countries where 3 |
the lahour g
movemenl had
been destroyed %
ordefeated, and 3
the “third tech- £
nelogical :

revolation®,

began io erode

American pre-emineice.

The US was hit particularly hard by
the inflation cansed by the Vietnam
war, leading to the decline of the dol:
lar and the end of the US’s pre-
eminent economic posinon. By the
time of the onsst of the woild reces-
gion in the 1970s the US, by a whole
series of economic (ndicators — par-
ticularly that of labour productiviry —
was losing its economic dominance 1o
Wesl Cermany and Japan (see table 1)

But the major contradiction, which
condifions much of the triangular coa-
flict berween the the major impenalist
centres, is that while the TS hus los
much of ils economic dominance, if
remain® nverwhelmingly the world’s
leading military posver — which makes
it a wvital component of most major
political/military conflicts worldwide.
And the dollar, despite the ending of
the 1944 Bretion Woods agresmient
which incladed sutomatic conver-
Iabﬂjljz ig still the world"s majoe tead-
ing currency, in which debis betwzen
nationa and major corpomtions are
gettled. Morzover, even if the US
economy is not the mest productive,
measured in labour productivicy, il 19
gtill by far the largest, with casly the

TRY::

s B Conpiotat Skigar for 088
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Think Globally. Act Courageously.

Pensar Glohaimente, Actuar con Audacia,
NEER BHER

Successive Presidents Nixon,
Carter and Reapan have wll tried 1o
utilise a combination of dollar/finan-
cinl leademship, and mulitary leades-
ship of the West to retain LS
dominance againg the Japaness and
Eurvpean challenge, ' Star Waes', the
pgpressinn against Libya and
Micaragua, and the US fnancial and
trade defivits arc all examples of this,
as we shall see.

Markets and ‘large
economic zones'

The term ‘multinational
coparation’ is often confusing when
discussing the real economic warfare
between the major camtalist states.
The term ‘tranmmatiogal coporition”
is much more sccurate because when
weexamine any of e major corporn-
tions which operate nn u warld scale,
they are mearly all mwned by the
capltalist class kn one imperialist
country: 1BM and Ford are American;
Hoffman-Roche and Mestle are Swian;
10T |5 British, and an on. Whereas
there may he examiples of prnt ven-
tures hetween these ¢orporbions,
their national soversignty and wner-
shp is, in general, not in doubt —ex-

E’Cﬂnﬂmfc larpest internal markel cept in the case of internationsl
1 : | Distributi nd I =
dominance, Tablel: The Global Distribution of Industrial Preduction
- * 1896 1926
it remains Country or Grouping 1870 1900 1913 1920 1938 1938 1966 1973 1979 1984
over- United Kingdom 0% 200 140 90 102 67 48 38 14 Ap
i Euro Econ, Community - = - . s 15.4 188 17.2 158 141
WHE’ml"g!Y France 1o 7.0 7.0 7.0 ) 54 53 50 4.8 44
the world's Germany 130 170 140 I 123 46 81 74 6.4 58
. Rest of EE( - - 2 - 75 53 54 4R 43 39
leading United States 530 %0 360 4x0 /1 444 382 195 283 384
-r Japan - L0 Lo i 57 L6 L& T4 74 B2
military o A dvanced Ecoms . 150 170 200 190 109 %4 71 82 13 73
Ceatrally Planned Foons - - 2 - 73 R4 167 195 135 254
P aw:r;nd_ USSR 4.0 50 4.0 a0 45 63 11.1 124 142 147
ar is Other CPEs - . - : 13 23 56 71 B3 107
”1_& 0 Lems Developed Econs 3.0 an 4.0 ap 04 140 122 140 46§39
still the Enropesn NICs . R . - 29 1.9 Tl 2.8 an 19
r Tatin Amerka - = - - 22 4.3 4.1 6.7 6.7 [
world’s L Amrr.hNIC1 . . . - 1.3 29 a2 36 42 43
: Other As . - ; , 27 25 51 18 i 18
majqr (Hher Asia NICs . - . - 0.2 01 0.4 n7 i3 13
I.‘radmg Other LINs - . - - 25 53 29 1.7 17 ]
currenc " Spurce: The Global Economy David M Gordon ¥ LR [88.
Note the decline of US production and stagnation of growth of "NICs" - sewly Industrialised Countrics.
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takeover bids, which only proves the
point. We are 2 long way off a sitoa-
tion where the transnational corpora-
tions have divided up the world into
spheres of unconlested dominance,
hut there is a real trend in that diree-
tion, especially in the countries which
are expenencing alimited, dependent,
dustrialisation.

For example, in Asia Japaness cor-
poralions are waging an all-out war
againal US companies: in Thaland
you will hardly see anything but
Japenese cars — not a Ford or Chrysler
in sight —a reversal of the situation
years age. Bul if the world economic
crisis worsens overa long period, then
nuliomal sconomic protectionism, and
a figh! to construct ‘large economic
zones” of influence will become an ir-
reversible trend. One of the first signs
of this fight over the new intemation-
al division of labour is the growth of
economic protectionizm of home
markets.

Protectionism in Japan, through a
complex system of impont licenses
and spurions technical specifications,
miakes it very diffieult for Ewropean
and American companies to compete
in the Japancse national market. There
is a prowing trend to protectionism in
the United Stales;, many echoes of
which were expressed in the [988
presidential elechon campegn, and
thers is not the slightedt doubt that a
*sinple Enropean market” in 1992, will
have a dynamic towards a “foriress
Europe’ — on an economic level at
least, The three large imperialist
centres, guarding their own mtemal
merkets, will then fight for dvminance
over larger economic #ones.

The whole projct of the ‘mingle
Burgpean market” is aboat construct-
ing a political-economic entity which
cun compete with Japan and the USA,
Mo one doubis that it will be o
‘protected” market, which is why
Jupan especially is g0 concemed 1o
heel-up ite producti ve copacity within
the boundanies of the EEC, which its
products produced in Japan and in
other Azian nations will have difficul
Ly penetrating, Equally, moere and
mnore Eurnpean corporalions are
realising that to compete on a world

Cm s IS A R K -

stage afler 1992 they need a bigger
financial and prodoctive base than
they currently have, The logic is the
nierging and integration of the bigger
Eurnpean countricr into real
‘multinational’ conglomerates, which
in why firms like GEC, Siemens and
Phillipa are all looking for new
European partiers.

Ultimately such industrial integra-
fin wupposes financial and even
politicel integration — a single Western
European state, no lesa. This was
mcutely recognised by the then US
Seceelary of State Dean Rusk when he
said in 1969: 'The problem with
Euwrope playing an economic role
commensurale with its production
capacity s thal its political units are
too small'{!). There lies the problem,
which has been obvioos for 25 years
and more. A single West European
state would be either German-
dominated, or dominated by a Ger-
man-French -axis. It is this which
scares the life oot of Mrs Thatcher and
Lord Young and why they wani io
hang on to the “special relationship'
with the TTSA

During the 1970s an augnst intema-
tional body called the ‘Trilateral
Commission’, consisting mainly of
ex-government ministers and liberal
academics from the advanced
countries, but with some encourpge-
ment from the Carter administration,
was sef up o discuss the possibility of
inint management of world economic
affairs by Europe, Japan and the US.
It was an unofficial body, which hoped
that this joint management would then
wid the econumic development of the
thind world. World sconomic reality
intervened, and ‘trilateralizm’ col-
lapsed as an inflluential curmrent n
wirld bourgeols politics. It has been
teplaced by Llnangular sconomic war-
fars betwéen the three major centres of
the advanced capitalist world.

The trend to construct large
economic zones, and the move
towards Enropean capitalist integra-
tion. has been paralleled by an attempt
by the Japanese-led ASEAN countries
b despen their co-ordination and co-
aperation. Interestingly, Australia has
expressed a strong desire to become

M E N T

part of these discuszions. A furtherex-
ample of the pearng-up for the trian-
gular inter-imperialist fight is the way
the United States has forced Canada
to accept & *free-trade zone”, in effect
a single market dominated by the LIS
Lmsi=.

The three ‘lurge economic zones'
wimld could thus emerge would be o
LIS-Canada axis with predominsnt in-
Muence on a reluctant Latin America;
a West European axie: and a Japancse-
led Asian axis, incorporating the four
Asian ‘newly industrialising
countnes’. Each would then fight for
influence and marketsin the rest of the
waorld.

The relocation of
production

The new intemational division of
lzbour in the 1970« involved a restless
quest by the large economic corpora-
tions to find new markets, and new
centres of cheap production. OF
conrse, one of the main elements here
was the price of labour (another strik-
ing confirmation of the labour theory
of value, hut leave that uside). Some
hasic mnﬁarimg will show what is
involved, While the Japanese
ccomomy is At least twice the size of
the British —il is nmuch richer country
— labonr is often cheaper. Lebour in
Iraly costs three times thal in Hong
Kong, which in tum is reice as sxpen-
sive as that in Thailand The trend
thersfore to try to relocate production
1o countries where labour is plentiful
and cheap is obvious. The constraini
is the lack of fixed plant and capital in
those eountries. In fact, of course the
majority of foreign investment by
trenanational corporations is in other
developed countries, not in the semi-
colonial or semi-industrislised
countries,

But the quest for cheap sites of
production led to a well-known reealt,
In severnl countries of the third world,
transnational corpomtions have con-
structed assembly plants for com-
ponents made in the advanced
countries, either for re-export o the
imperialist countries or for local sale
{The example of all those products
with Japanese names like Toshiba and

Table 2: The Composition of Global Table 3: Developing Countries’ Share of
Production Manufacturing Value-Added
DMEs  Japan Total L.DCs NICs Other LIM s
Year(s) (=Japan} & CPEs LDCs Year Share ann.% Share ann.% Share ann.%
1870 23.0% 4.0% Ao 1938 10.4% 4.4 5.0
18961900 810 .0 a0 1948 140 433 49 .1 91 452
1913 21,0 6.0 a0 1966 122 07 59 .11 63 17
1926-1929 §9.0 T4 an 1973 140 =21 7.1 +1.9 69  +14
1938 76.7 129 104 1979 146 0.7 RS +33 61 -1
1948 Th.0 o0 14.0 1984 119 =10 8.4 -0l 55 =20
1966 658 1.0 122
1973 ER.T 273 14.0 Based nn numbers and sources from Table 1,
1979 545 e 4.6 Tahles 2 &3 show the stagnation of “third world® pmducﬂun
1984 518 RN 139 LI = less developed conntry
Based vn pumbers and sources from Tahle 1. CPE = centrally planned economy
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Rusk said
in 1969:
‘The
problem
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playing an
economic
role
commen-
surate with
its
production
capacity is
that its
political
units are
too small.””’
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‘The
number of
generally-
accepted
newly
industrial-
ising
countries
comes down
to about six
— Taiwan,
Singapore,
Hong Kong,
Korea,
Mexice and
Brazil.”

...the US
middle
classes —
numerically
vast
compared
with any
other
nation were
the political
base of
Reaganism,
unattracied
by even the
mildest
references
by the
Democrats
to social
welfarism
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Saisha made in Singapors and Tawan
iz an obvious case in point). In very
gehematic and simplified lems, this is
an important part of the basis of the
process of dependent industrialisation
i & number of countries — a very
limited number — which have partial-
ly escaped the fate of most semi-
colonial countries as suppliers of raw
materials and importers of manufac-
tures made in the advanced countrics.
This is not to deny that there has becn
a certain ‘sutonomous’ development
in some of these cruminies, a resull of
the growth of world trade, a rise in the
price of nil in the 1970s, and the spill-
over from the post-war boom. But in
manulacturing indusry, the mle of the
tranmational corpomtion invesbent
has been decisive.

Without doubt this phenomenon
has led 1o an ingrease in the gize of the
proletanial in these countdies, an in-
crease in the urban population and a
decline in the peasantry. It has not
however freed these countries from
dependence, economic and political,
o the advanced imperialist centres, It
will not prevent them from being the
targets forincorporation into the Zones
of influcnce of the three major im-
peralist contres. But this limited de-
pendent industrialisation does mean
that it in no longer simply possible to
describe some of the so-called “third
world’ countries pr *semi-colonial” !

Above all, it is imporant nob 0
pverstate the exient of third world in
dustrinlisation. Mige! Harris has been
impradent enough to title a book The
End of the Third World", as if global
indnsrialization was athand, Buteven
Alain Lipictz,” a severs oritic of those
whounderestimate industnalisation of
the *periphery’ (see his book Mirarles
and Mirages, Verso) lists a total of
only eteven ‘newly industrialising
countries’ — and his eleven inclode
Greece, Portugal, Spain, Israel und
Yuogoslavie — countries nol nommally
associated with the “third world”. The
number of generally-accepled newly
industrialising countries comes down
to sbout six — Taiwan, Singapore,
Hong Kong, Korea, Mexico and
Brazil. The laiter two, together with
Argentina (long a semi-industrialised
cuu!m}-h are in the thrall of debt
bondage and unlikely to deepen their
industralisation process significantly
in the foresceable future. Korea also
has adebt problem and growth is slow-

.

The progress of third world in-
dusmalization will depend pnmanly
on whether the long period of Teces-
sion in the world economy is replaced
by a new expansion such ag occurred
in the 19505 and &s. This depends on
huge world-historic political and
cconomic developments, including
biz defeats for the lnremational work

ing class, which are along-way off and
very far from being cerrain,

The US fights back

If US economic hegemony has
declined, the American reling class -
immensely rich and powerful " —is not
about to surrender. We have already
made the point about the strength of
the US intemal market, and indeed
within the overall process of relative
econnmic decline, there ure sectors of
the US ecconomy which have ex-

panded — especially those in the South
Wes sunbelt (where the labour move-
ment ig weaker, and where the bour-
geosis is more concemed about Asian
markets than 18 it3 cast coast counter-
part), This sector of the US bour
geoisic tends o be more isolationist
and less concemed about the alliance
with Western Europe.

On the ecoiomic front, the US has
mthlessly wied the trade and budge
deficit tn suck in capiral from Japan
and Europe_and by effectvely devalu-
ing the dollar, has lesrened the wealth
of all intemational corparations. and
financial insimtions which hold the
bulk of their capital in doflaes - still,
az we have mentioned, the world’s
major mading currency. Thizhas had a
contradictory effect on the rest of the
Western capitalist world In the carly
and mid-1980s; whereas the budget
deficit has refiated the US and thus
word coomomy and boosted world
trade, 1t has at least lemporarily
strenglhened the posihon of the LS
within this reflation — which 15, as
EVETYONEC now agiecs, going inlo
[oveTss.

The precise mechanizms of the US
economic revival were spectwcularly
innovative, and had immense effocts
fnside the United States iteelf. Whle

many socialists were still talking
ahout "Reaganomics’ being idennical
to the deflationary phose of
Thatcherism in the early 1980, in (=t
in some ways it became the complete
reveree, The US laonched what has
been described as ‘military
Keynesianism' ~ 2 vasl increase in
defence expenditure — by printing dol-
lars, and sucking in invesiment capn-
tal oo overseas. As has been con-
wincingly demonstrated by Mike

i ' BN Wi
Austerity faces workers in the USA - the belly of the beast

r_'lavu.-&_ thiz had numerous reflarion-
ary spin-offs throughout the US
economy, and created o minre
economie space for the U5 muddle
classes — pumencally vast comparsd
with any other nation, These affluent
millions were the political base of
Reugauiism, unaliracted by even the
mildest mferences by the Democrats
io social welfansm. But of course -
creased wealth for the LS middic clas-
acs wos matched by lay-offs, ‘pive
buacks and anstenily [orsections of the
working class, and the massive
growth of poveny and a homeless
‘undernclass.

Despite the consumplionisl
buoyancy of the LIS econmuny; It was
based — in the end - on bomowing or
printing money, and the expansion of
service industnes, especially financeal
services, rather than any real advances
i labour productivily and basic
dustrialisation vis-a-vis Burope and
!ap;m. Cruly through the butgeoning
deterce mdustry did the LS monage
1o ke it fechnplbogical edge incom
pulers and electronics, an advaniige
persistently challenged by Japan

The mnst ruthitess LS fiehthack has
been an the politeal and military
fronL The early 198(k miasailes and
St Wars offensive Tomed the West
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Eumpeans fo concede political and
technological mipenionty 1o the LIS,
and for good meamre disfupted any
Furopeun politival openings towards
the: LTSSR, which would have had
strong trade spin offs. The anti-Libya
offensive, including the hombing of
Tn'pnl'i_ war — among nther rh_i_ngs -
aboul asserting US politcal leader-
ship, disrupbing. Buropean trade and
diplomatic inka m the Middle East,
and dragging the West Europeans be-
hind LIS pulitical ohjectives. The same
confiderstions sre involved in the
nltra hypocntical LS furore about the
Libyan chemical factory (from the
world's leading manufacturer of
chemical weapona!)y, which neatly
stole & march at the imtemational con-
ference on chemical warfare and pot
the Wesat Germuns on the defenmive
ahout their mis in the Libyan factory,

Military clout coumts for an im-
mense amount in world politics, The
issue of whe is going to supply
countrien ke Sandi Arahia with the
newest military equipment (like F-16
fighters} determines, in pan, who is
going to be their political ally and
where they bank their petro-dollars.
Since World War 2 Japan has not
coanied formuch in the military field,
an immenses handicap in the economic
struggle with the US AL and none of the
individonl European countries can
contest the immense US defense in-
dustry {which is why there is such
pressure [or an inlegrated European
defence industry ).

Enter perestroika
Gorbachev's new foreign policy —
that of detente and peacefol coexis-
tenve — is beginning (o changs the ball
gume in the tnanpular conflict be-
tween the major imperialist powers.

i

The response of the
Bush govemnment team
to. the Soviel proposals
an  joint  political
mimagement of conflict,
and mayor aid and frade,
will be one of the major
determining factors
how the US-Europe-
Japan hattle pans out,

There iz as yet ao
firm evidence that thie
LIS mtends to lessen its
military {(and thus
CCOMMMIC) pressure on
the Soviet Union. Star
Wars has not becn ahan
doned; Gorbachev's
proposals for o mutmal
demilitarisation of the
Pacific met with a coal
response; and if the 115
iz talking about troop
reductions in Europe, it
i= not primarily in
response to Soviet
anilateral military
reductions, but becaiss
the US wants to put more of the cost
of the military hodget m Egrope onto
its NATO allier, and believes that it
can replace troops with its huge new
array of oltra sophisticated wnd ter-
rifyingly destructive “smart” conven-
tional weapons,”

All that being said, Gorbachev's
detente offensive does present the US
with a teemendons foreign policy and
international trade dilemma. Lesat
autumn 3 West Geman govermmenl
and irade delegation —led by Chancel-
lor Kohl but incloding dozens of lead
ing business executives — visited Mos-
cow, to howls of protest from the LIS
government { and Masgaret Thatcher).
The reason iz obyious: the USSR

His name in lights in Times Square: but the US wants more con-

cessions from Gorbachev

SOCALIST OUTLOOK na. 14 Aprl 1989

Gorbachev meels the people In%
economic reforms? And what will they cost the workers?

A

elone is a market of 280 million
people. Add in the rest of casiem
Europe. and this is an immense poten
tial opening for world capitalism,
None of the major imperialist powers
want to pee 8 real economic
sirengthening of the USSR: but of
course, buminess is business, especial-
ly il it can be done at the expense of
your fivals!

Reagan's summil with Gorhachey
in Moscow, which decided nothing of
political importance, was an indica-
tion of a growing realisation in LIS
governmenl circles that if Europe (aund
perhaps now Japan) are going for 2
major programme of aid and rade
wilh the Soviel Union, the LIS cannot
afford to be left owl. In s sense, this s
the central foreign poliey dilernma
faving the Bush administeation. Will it
miake a major um towands detente and
trade with the Soviet Union? Has it the
military and political cloot to prevent
the other Weslem powers from going
ahead anyway 7 And if the US does
goes for detente and economic co-
operation, what more palitical conces-
sions can it force out of the Soviet=?

It iz important to realise that there
i5 an important debate nside the
United Staies political elite and
foreign policy establishment over
Garbachev and perestroika. The op-
tions are nol so simple as a divide be-
tween those want to do business with
Gorbachey and those who want to
keepupthe cold war, Before going all-
out to becume the main imperiafis
aid-and-trede partner of the USSR, the
isme of whether Gorbachey will last,
and whether be can deliver economic
reforms which will open up major
markels has o be settled. I i guite

iberia;: can he deliver his

||1
|
|
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“..the
USSRH alone
is a market
of 280
million
people. Add
in the rest
of eastern
Europe,
and this is
an
immense
potential
opening for
world
capitalism.”
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“The total
owed by the
third world
to the
Western
banks today
is around

$1 trillion...”

“Numerous
couniries,
particularly
in Latin
America,
now have
their
national
economic
policy.,
universally
that of
austerity,
decided by
the IMF."
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conceivable that the US will
adopt & complex package of
simultaneously trying to do
limited humness with he USSH,
while keeping up the military
pressure — and al the same time
trying to stop the Buropeans and
Jupanese petting too close to the
TISSR. Thereis already evidence
that the Japanese are selling high
tech goods to the USSE, which
the "COCOM' agreements
prevent Western allies supplying
for ‘security” reasons. Bot it will
be a diffcull balanciag act for
Bush, as the Wesl Germans and
Japinese hongrly eye the m-
mense markets of the LUISSR-
eastemn Europe.

0f course, there 15 a sense in
which the United States can try
Lo scupper perestroika al-
tngether. To break the LISSR's
nver-concentration on heavy in-
dustry and raw materials, to fum
towards more production for the
consumer markel, Gorbachey
despemlely needs & reduction in
military produoction and the
military budget I the US simp-
Iy mfuscs in play ball on the
miilitary front, il detlenie is & non-
atarter, then there is a real ques-
ton-mark about the ability of the
Soviet Union o generate the
coonomic space In engage n
trede with the West which ot
wanls. This of course is the line
of the US militury establishment
and cold-warnoers like Richard
Perle.

On top of the irsue of the L
anguiar Burope-Jupan-USA
relations with the LISSR, there is
another huge complicating fac-
tor: the political evolution of China, a
topic which would require a whole ar-
ticle in itself. It is obvious that for
geogrmphical and historeal reasons
Japan is best placed 1o take advantage
ol any majr opening to foreign in-
vestment in the Chiness sconomy. On
the other hand, George Bush is very
conscious of this donger, hence his
rapid visit to China afier Himhito's
funeral; and the US can count on the
distrust of re-emergent Japanecse
militarism, still strong in China. The
hattle lor Chiness tade willbe a fas
cinaling spectocle.

Who pays the price?

Fwvery capitalist onsis involves
mapor mestruciuning, both made the
major capitalist econommies and inter
natiotally, The effects of recession are
always uncven; nint every sectorof the
world working class suffers equally.
In the advanced vountries themselves,
the example of Britain is a vivid ex-
prezsion of how some industiies and

{ areas — particularly those associnted

Piars SavendiahFoflox

with old technologies — have declined
disproportionately. But, of course,
overall there hasbeen a genernlized at
tack, conlinuous since [973-6, on the
fiving standards of the masses in the
advanced capitalist countnes.

Bui there are many other sechons
of the world's working class par-
ticulady hit by global restructunng.
First and foremoat ame the tens of mul-
linns of workers, peasants and urban
poor in those countnes held m deb
hondage. The tolal owed by the third
world to the Westem banks today is
around S1 trillion — in fact, lu today’s
world, a smail amount. (The toial
public debt of the 115 is %2 million, and
the anmial tomover of the top 200
tran#naronals iz over 33 milion).

Blespite nccasional seanes abou the
over-extension of Westem banks’
lending cupacity, the debt orisis works
1 the permunet advantage of the
Western banks and mling classes.
Numcrous countnies, particulady in
Latin Amietica, now have their nation
al econosmic policy, wiversally thatof

Third world debt makes a fal living for wesitern banks

aunstenty, decided by the IMFE, Mil-
Uons have been impovenshed by the
debt crisis, But this crisis is of conrse
directly the result of huge bank lend-
ing prominted by the Weat in the 19705
to facilitale the profitable re-invest-
ment of petro-doliars and the partist
industnalisation which we discussed
carlicer,

The policy of the IMF inwanls the
deht-laden countrics is simple. lmvple-
menl rusieTIiY AgAInst YOuT 0w 1as-
geg export as much as possible, al
whatever rock-bottom prices the
wotld mardcet dictates, annd don't step
out of line: politieally. with the LIS in
particilar. The Westen banks them
selves are cashing in by “debt-lot-
equity’ swips, which retire a small
partion of the debt for whole or part
ownershp of Tocal limms. The way in
wiich the debl is used a3 o form of
political warfare was graphically il-
lnstmted when Costa Rica's president
Arias annowssed his central Amcricun
peace plan. The 115 poveriment im-
igedintely intervensd with the IS
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banks o
prevent fir-
ther lnans Ln
service
CrostaRica's
£4.5 billion
foreign

global
restruciur-
ing — those
who will be
the victims
of Soviet
foreign
policy deals
which are
the trade-off
£ o T

coonomic

Jubks EtchartFodlax

relations A
wilth  the . ! \ i

i . i)
; I“;lt:sd The political consclousness of the working class Is very uneven: rapld Indusirialisa-
Nicaragua s tion has created a huge working class movement and the Workers Party In Brazll, but
R there is no comparable radicalisation In Singapore, Taiwan or Hong Kong.

example. The eviction of the ANC
training camps from Angola is
another. And we should not forget
those millions of Soviet wodkers who
will be the victims of Gorbachev's
ansterity measures at home.

A socialist political
response

Socialigts are in principle neither
capitalist fres traders nor protec-
tinmais. We are not the partisans of
any impenalist economic binc, We
den't stand with the EEC against the
U5 and Japan. Our job is to defend the
interesis of the workers wherever they
are attacked by the effects of glohal
restruciunng. Bol thers are aspects of
this appmach which have particular
relevence to British socialisie

First, the British Thatcher govern-
ment is in a tremendous yuandary
about whether to go along with a more
unified political and economic
Europe, or totry to maintain its special
links with the LIS, It i clear that chan-
cellor Lawson, Thatcher and Lord
Young are at loggerheads on this, and
it iz becoming a major theme of British
hourgenis politics — with Kinnock and
the Labour leadership going for a
‘cepitalist Burope” solution. Somahsts
have every reason to opposs oold war
Atlunticism, but our altemative hag to
be @ socialist Burope, a united Europe
whivh mclodes eastem Burope and
crexles new economic relations on an
intemationalist basis with the third
wirld. Such an approsch bmplies an
infemationalist approach of linking up
politically and in strogale with work:
ing class and zocialirt forces
thmughout Enrope, east and west As

part of forming links with the masses,
and the political vanguand in eastern
Europe, we should demand aid and
trade with the Soviet Union and cast-
ern Burope on lavourable termz, and
an end to "COCOM -type restrictions
against economic co-poperation with
the post capitalist stafes.

The demand for & united socialist
states of Europe, a Eorope of the
workers east and west, is in no way
counterposed o an intemationalist at-
titude townrds the oppressed countries
of the third world We don't want a
*fortress socialist Enrope” which puts
up barmiers against the third world, Ob-
vipusly, & united socialist Europe
would be a tremendons political and
economic blow in favoeur of the op-
pressed masses in the semi-colonial
and dependent countries, a huge
geopolitcal bloo which would give
them intemationalist aid in developing
their economies. Here and now, we
should be fighting for the eminently
reasonable, democratic and socialist
demand — cancellation of all the debts
to the imperalist banks! This is o
demand which will be supported not
Just by Marzists and rocialists, but by
huge numbers of people with a mini-
mum of huomanity, l=t elone socialist
COnRCiousnEss.

In adopting the policy of = united
sncialist Burope, incidentslly, we
should be under no illusions that Gor-
bachev ix a ‘pan-European’ in the
sense that he wants lo prioritise links
with Europe over those with the USA.
In re-inscrting itsell in the new intsr-
national division of labour, the USSR
wants Lo play the field. A stroggle for
2 united socialist Burope will be in &
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certain eense struggle against Gor-
bachev,

Our second major conclusion re-
lates to the intemationalist approsch
of socialists to the world struggle for
socialism. It is troe thal the world
proletariat, and the urban poor, are not
confined to the three major imperialist
centres we have been discussing. The
size of the world proletarial has ex-
panded enormously over the last 20
years. Major components of the world
working class exist, of course, in the
Soviet Union and eastern Europe and
they are reawnkening politically at
tremendous speed. A lot depends on
the outcome, and the possibility of
building a socialist democratic curment
in these countriez. And there are new
huge centres of the proletariat and
urban poor in some of the ‘newly in-
dustrializing countries’ — like Brazil
and Mexico. Given the crisiz these
couniries are in, there will be ex-
plosive outbursts of militancy among
the workers of these semi-in-
dustrialised countries.

But we should be aware of the
sociological and political limits of the
development of the prmletariat in the
semi-indostrialised countries., It is use-
less to adopt an ‘arithmetical’ ap-
proach to the balance of class forces,
which sayw there are X million new
workersin the third world and thus the
working class is X much stronger, For
the truth i= that the political conscious
ness, and hence the rade union and
pelitical organisation in these nations
is very uncven. We have the Workers
Farty in Brazil, and we have an impor-
tant new radicalization in Mexico. Bul
what do we have in Singapore, Taiwen

Our job is
to defend
the
interests of
the workers
wherever
they are
attacked by
the effects
of global
restruct-
uring.”

.we
should be
fighting for
the
eminently

reasonable,
democratic
and
socialist
demand -
cancellation
of all debts
to the
imperialist
banks!”
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Caros GuinrtaFoflex

“The
workers and
poor in the
indebted
countries
need the
solidarity of
the workers
in the
imperialist
countries
against
debi-
bondage.”
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and Hong Kong? Very listle. For that
matter, even in South Korea, the or-
ganisation of the working class,
despite mass student protests, is very
weak . Sosweeping peneralisafions are
not much use in dmwing up & meal
balance sheel of the relationship of
forces, and the extent of the challenge
o imperialism.

Even if the political battles
Central Amerca, South Afnca and the
Sovict Uion have centre stage today,
the historical 1ask of building a force
for sncialist transformation in the im-
perialist centres, and especially
Europe, where the workers’ move-
mentismuch stronger than in the LISA
or Japan, remains crocial from thie
viewpnint of the world transition to
socialism. Thizisnot a plea for "Eom-
ceptrism': but it is a plea against the
somewhar fashionahle ‘third
worldism’, which often seema to stake
everything on the outcome of battles
in the dependent countmes.

We can express this in = slightly dif-
ferent way, Today with the orisis in the
USSR the intifadah of the Palestinian
masses: the new cnsis in Central
Amerca; the stmggle of the South
African masses; the new rebellion
against aunsterity by the Spanish
workers — the examples are endless —
you have, in the context ol global
restructunng a joint crisis of Stalinism
and imperialism — just 25 we asserted
when the birth of Snlidarmose In
Poland coincided with the upsurge of
the central American revolution be-
tween 1979-51.

The cnsis is intemational, and the
splutions are intemational. The solu-
tiem of the crisis in Micaragoa is the ex-
tension of the mevolution m central
Amerca The workers and poorin e
indebred countries need the soliduity

As transnational capltal organises, workers muslt hit back with active solidarity, not jingoistic nonsense

of the workers in the imperalizt

countrics against debi-bondage. A

socialistanswerto® | 9927 presupposes

an effmt of linking up struggles be-
tween workers on a Buropein level,
which will become more and more ob-
vipus. Again the cxamples are endless,

The conclusion is that there is, once
again, a growing interaction ol the dif-
ferent crises and strugples in the dif-
ferent ‘sectors’ of the world. It needs
an intemationalist response based on
an intermational programme which
supports workers' struggles
everywhere; and the building of an in-
ternational revolutionary movement
with that programmme. In the epoch
of global restructuning « retreat inlo

‘national particulanties” will not come

op with political answers in any

COWMTY.

Notes

U Bee, inter alia, Late Capitalism
(19711 Veraa), The Sevond Slump (1975
Verso) and Lang Waves in Capitalism
{CUR 1979}, See also Mandel's "The
eronemics i neo-capitalizm’ in the
Sovialia Kegister 1964, Neo-capitaliem
was an amhiguoas and confusing term,
since abandoned by Mandel The fimt
sign of the oocoming slump was the
West German 1966 recession,

2 Bretton Woods guaranteed that the dollar
would be antomatically ezchanged
againet gokd, thus tying tngether the dul-
tar with gold prices. W hile this made the
dollar literally *s= good as gold”, it alse
kept its valos artificially high. By eneling
converability Mizen devalued the dol-
fas, allpwing US corporalions to com-
peic hetter on the work] market.

3 Ger E.Mandel ‘Semi-colonial and semi-
industrialised dependent countries’ n
New internaghonal vol 2 no 2 pla%.

* The End o the Third World Nipel Tarris,
Pelican 1986

% Alain Lipiets is 2 leadmy proponent of the
‘regulation wchool’ whose tounding
theiyrint b the Fremch political econonisl

Michel Aglista. Aghctta coincd - the
thomughly confusing temm ' Fordisin'
{misuzing Gramsci's notion of Fordism
as a-particular form of work erganize
fion} o denote mass production/mass
consumplion capitalism as 2 particular
‘regime of accumulation’. The con-
Fusions of this kerm cannol be elaboraied
here, but ser [he exccllent aricke by
Simon Clarke in Capital 2nd Class no
16 (Wmler *#8 edition). Since this wse of
'Fordiam' is confoscd apd wnsos-
tainable, Marmmm Today s discourse on
‘post-Fordism' is doubly confusing.
verging on the unintellimble. Hut for an
unscrambling and demelition jubsce the
article by Chris Beynolds in Workers
Liberty no 11, and "0 Ideas for New
Times' by Gemma Forest and Mike
Freeman in Living Mardsm November
1988, Al useful is the artick 'Van
greard af the Vagee' by Ben Fine in the
Morming Star of 14 Seplember 1988,

# Lenin already in 1916 recogmised Argen-
tina as sed being simply &' semi-colomial
country” aid even talked about the “Ar-
geatinian model’, Argerting also went
through a further ‘import-sebstimtion’
indostrialisation between the wars under
Peron. Qruorted by Mande] { 19851, Foran
sccount of Argentina’s salonmbicus
econmmic development ses The Mol
vinar and the End of Military Rule by
Dabat and Lorenzano (Cversa 1984,
where Lenin's definition is: also dis-
cusned

T A an example of the immense (and dis:
gusting} wealth and power of the US
ruling «lasa see the wonderful book
Cireed and Glory on Wall Btreet which
charts the fall of the | eluman mvestment
hank (Een Auletts, Penguin Books,
|9&4), If you think hitter faction fights
are confimed to the far left this book
shows the bourgeoidie are len times
worse !

* Ger ‘The Political Economy of Late Im-
perial America® by Mike [3aviz m hee
Priganers of the American [dream
(W= T9RAY.

Y O tsimart” weapon fechnolopy ace
Newsweek January 23 1984,
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The Socialist Workers Party and women
The class struggles, __ e i
and then the women i &
get liberated

Tony Cliff"s book Class Struggle and | in the interests of the hour-
Wamen's Liberafion opens with the | geois woman to fight for
lines: “Two different movements have | E=nder equality because it
sought to achieve women's liberatin | ™ necessanly lead to the " g
over the past hundred or more years, | ° oW of the capimlia  SHHAE
Marxi d feminism...However, | "o cleary not in their
ATXISI AN _E €T+ | class interests: in such =
they explain women's oppression in conflict, clasy interests will
very different ways, and pursue | sjways prevail. This rather
strategies which are quite opposed to | appealingly simple snluliuné

one angther,” masks a number of g%
He goes on to illustrate this with a senes of | problems. First of all, are we
highly sclective historical pastiches: It is this | notin favoorof exploiting to

counterposition of feminism and socialism that | the full the contradictions
forms the hasic thesis of the book and it ir the | inheredt within capitalism? ]
bedrock of the Socialist Workers” Pariy's Secondly, it ipnores the <
(SWE} polincal view of women and women's | closs position of the petty ® :
liheratinn. At the heart of ths is the wea that | bourgeoisie, squeezed, as kL

women have no common interests or experil.'u— Mar poEnis ot between Women workers: discriminated Hgﬂfﬂﬂf because of

cek, even thal: 'Women are not a separate | the two great classes - the  phajr gender as well as their class

group’, The other side of this coinis aflar denial | working class end the bour-

thal men as a social groop benefit in any way | geoisie. People in this class have eventually to | by sex, mce, sexuality and ability. Capitalism
from the institationalised oppression of women | decide which side they are on. Arc wenot in | has interwoven these divisions into 2 complex
under capitalismi. The problem is further con- | [avour of winning them to the side of the work- | mosaic of domination and subordination. They
founded by the tendency of SWP analysis to | ing class? People radicalise on all sorts of dif- | cannot be unravelled by class reductionism.

consistenily conllate class society with | ferent issues: the oppression of women is, for Then there is the zeemingly endless con-
capitalism and o use the words capitalism and | women, one of the more likely issues on which | toversy over whether men benefit from the op-
chiss as synomomous. to win them over, pression of women. The SWP's answer to this

The intemal eontradicions of this position is: ‘an emphalic nol...it is a siteation rom
muke the thread of the argument in the m al- Do men benefit? which only the ruling class benefits.” As Tony
most impossible o unmavel. If, as even Mr. CLEF Society is divided not only by class butalse | CHLff says: ‘The worki ng meaen is as
agrees, afl women are oppressed, as women, K h MFE dehumanised ax the woman.' Mormover, he
under capitalism, then it clearly follows that all denies any importance to the fact that mea, not

women have some common interests in ending wumen, even from the muling class, arc: *rapists,

thal oppression. The common canss of women pomogmphers, wilcheaters, eic,” as 'these ure

should not be overstated, as it sometimes is by the actions of individuals and are small com-

radical feministe with dreams of universal pared to the way the capitalizt system sructores
sisterthood, because women are divided by Ellld_ perpetiales women's oppression thmuogh

I class, race, sexualiry and uhility, and the power ¢ itz institutions...the blame should be placed
relations intrinsic to capitalism are reflected in % squarely on class society, not on its individual
the women's movement, But to deny any com- agents.” This mises a number of points, not least
monality is to fly in the face of reality of Whif-'ll is the iﬂadlequu.cy of blaming ‘the
The right to choose system’ and leaving it at that. Are we not in

favourof organising now against rape, woman
Two examples sullice 1o show the problen. beating and so on? If the SWP had their way the
The nght of a woman. any woeman, to have con-

‘rule of thumb’ (the nineteenth century right of
trol uver her own hody, to detenmine whether, e husband to beat his wife with a stick not larger
whisn and hiow to have children, the right to con-

| than his thumb!) would still be with us,

| traception and shormon, unite s wornen. ' Lrue What is meant exsctly by the question ‘do

| that the wealthy hourgeois woman con always men benefil from women's oppression’’
pay to pel an abottion while working class Answers o thin will differ depending on
women have to depend on the vagariea of the }

whether it is being asked in an absteact way or
NHS, but shortion campaigres have always had voncretely in the here and now. Unforunately
support from a wide range of women. Similar-

the SWI seem to have confused the two. From
ly the position of women, all women, in the the point of view of the strugele for socialism
family is a subordinate one: A= Engels pointed — the only way all Torms of oppression wall be
out, the tole of the bowrpeois woman was little

overcome - men have nointerest in the oppres-
different from that of the prostitute and in the

gion of women. But socialist ‘man” does not

wirking class family: *the man is the bourpeois i ! exist today, ‘he’ will be created thrmugh the

and the woman is the proletarian’ The women's movement has consis- struggle itsell. As revolutionary socialists we
The SWP position seems tn he that it is not

tently organised on abortion rights can say thal working class men have no inter-

TPl Mo s |
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est in the oppression of women; that the
henefits of sncialism are far greater than
the paltry benefits men do get from the op-
pression of women under capitalism.

However, if we look at the realities of
modem capitalism, it is clear that ther iz
an institutionalised power relationship
hetween men 2nd women from which-all
men, in one way or mnother, benchil
Ruling class men, whose long temm inter-
ests are served by capitalism, chviously
benefit from the oppression of woemen;
but working class men 100, in their day to
day lives, benefit from the servicing mles
played by women, even if these arc ul-
timately serving capitalism.

Male violence

Next there is the totl separation, al-
mast counterposition, of male violence
against women and the oppressive struc-
tures of capitalism — as if one was totally
unconnected to the other. This is a profoundly
un-marxist, indeed anti-marxist, analysis (o
have. Historical materialism is about wnder-
standing and explaining the world in terms of
the organisation of society arcund the mode of
production. Capitalism and its structures arc all-
encompassing. Male violence against women is
an expression of the institutionalised power
relationship between men and women that ex-
istsin modem capilalist societics, and existedin
different precise forms in pre-capitalist class
societies, It is thus an intninsic part of the stroc-
tures of capitalism, nof outside them. Thiy, after
all, is ot the centre of the dehate with radical
{eminists.

These errors of theory have led the SWEP 1o
play ‘a very destructive role in the wmen's
movement where they argue consistently and
furcefully ugainst the sclf organisation of
women in any shape or form. Those who sup
port autonomy are denounced as separatists and
self organisation is counterposed to the class
struggle. In fact avtonomy is not the same as
soparatism. Autonomy allows those who ex-
perience a particular oppression to discuss ol
tngether their demands which can then be put to
a specific orgunisation, the wider movement, or
the rest of society, This process politically
strengthens the oppressed, increasing theircon-
fidence and radicalization and can only
strengthen the working class. The example of
the sclf erganisation of the women of the min-
ng communities during the great strike of 198.4-
5 proves the power of autonomy,

Women's Voice

Unfortunately, however reasonehly these
prints are made, constructive dialogue with
members of the SWF remains very difficull
They come to women only meetings lo argue
thut the meeting should not take place; a slang-
ing match is usually the oaly result.

This was not always sa. In 1974 the SWI
laumched an autonomous women s organisation
with its own joumal — Wamen's Vioice. The ob
ject was to revruit women from the Feminist
movement to the SWE. A wide range of women
got inyolved in Woemen's Voice gronpr which
provided & valuable form for discussion el
did much good work on women's Issncs

i

Jdohin HerisFL
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Women's sall-

L

However, the SWP's theores proved no match
for feminism. The groups acted as the wrong
sont of channel — of feminist ideas nto the SWP
and of women out of the Party. Women s Vaoice
was closed down by the 1981 SWP National
Conference on the hasis that it offended agunst
Leninist nomms 2nd had [ailed to recmuil effec-
tively. Black Voice, an antonomous black or-
ganisation was closed down at the same lime.

Anti-lesblanism

Anothér strand that runs through SWP think-
ingis adismissal of issues of sexuality asneither
political nor important, this includes & distinct
anli-leshiznism. Despite a cursory atlempt to
place the oppression of leshians and gay men in
a materialist framewnrk ag: '8 by-product of the
oppression of women, for gays and lesbians
hreak the role stercotyping of men end women
which is imposed by capitalist seczety”, Tony
Cliff and his co-thinkers’ views on the subject
range in reality from the patronisingly liberal Lo
the downright reactionary, That sexuality is
political is explicitly and eontradictorily
rejected. Some of the most insightful, onginal
and Fundamental analyser of the women's
mowvement on the social construction of gender
and sexuality and the links between the tweo, do
not even get a-mention, let alonc a discussion.
This ties op with the shsence uf any materialist
o historical analysis of the family, ai the very
centre of the oppression of women. Instead
there 15 just a sociologeal description of the Tact
that the {amily is not very nice,

Lesbian feministz, elong with black
feminists, are blamed for the disintegrution of
the British women's movement, The 1975 Ma-
tional Women's Conferenie decision o udid 1o
the original frur demands of the women’s
mowvermant: ‘an end o all discomination against
lesbitins and a woman's Aght to define her own
sexuality’, in descrbed by Mt CLff as un indica-
tiost of: ‘how the Women's Movement dis-
tanced itseli from the working class'1* He ap-
pears 1o think thar lesbians arc neither women
norworking class. Meanwhile Momh Cartin fol-
lows the time honoured path, established by
Betty Fricden et 'al, whn faced with sccusaligds
| of ‘rampant feshianism” within the mnks, mving
| the movement a "had game ' deny the exislence
|

organisation has become a powerful factor in major siruggles

5 4

of leshians ratherthan deny the *bad name’. Car-
lin says in Women and the Struggle for
Socializnn: “Mert feminists are pot in the least
like the lesbian separatists pictured by the
media:.’ She genemusly adds; "Most lesbians are
not like that either, since being atiracted 10 other
women and wanting to live together does nat
necessarily mean leshians have o be extreme
femimsts in their political opnions’, Leshians
need peither patronising nor suphemizms,

It all seems so easy!

Perhapa the wadequacics, inconsisledcies
and unreality of the SWP’s line on women's op-
pression and liberation is best summed up in a
passage that appears twice in Tony CLf"s book:

*The contemporary Women's Liberation
Movements ... have lissed consistently on
aress where men and women are-af odds — mpe,
hattered women, wages for housework — while
ignonng of playing down the important strug-
gles in which women are likely to win the sup-
port of men: strikes, opposition to welfae cuts,
equul pay, unionisahon, abortion’.

Where has he been over the last teenty
years? How on earth can he accose the
Women ' s Liberation Movement of ignonng the
1ssue of abortion? How can he, as a socialist, nnt
understand that rape and violence againsi
women are some of the manifestations of the op-
pression of women, the inequalines of power,
in contemporary sociely? I s essental tha
feminizts and socialists take up such {sues for
it waz preeisely by doing this that the Women's
Liberation Movement invoived millions of
women who found it painfully relevant to their
daily lives. How dues he explain that, withu few
honourable exceptioms, men have historically
opposed cqual pay and fought o exclude
women from trade unions? Bur it seemait i all
very mmple il you just believe that the class
sirugples and the women gel liberated
Rebececa Flemming

* The original four demands of the Womesn's Libere
i Mov ement wers;

@ Fgual pay mow;

% Fujual education and job npporiunition;

& Free contrecsption and abortinn on demand

4 Free 24 hour nursernes.
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Car

Wars

Fighting for a
place in the
‘Big Six’

BARRY HEATH looks at the
cut-throat compsetition — and
unlikely alliances — between car
industry giants as they face the
battle for survival in the final years
of the century.

By 1990 the car industry worldwide
could face an excess production capacity
of 20% — equivalent to at least nine mil-
lion cars, vans and lorries per year for
which there will be no market. That is the grim picture
painted in a New Year’s message for 1989 by Harold
Poling, Fords' chief operating officer (USA).

Such a huge level of overproduction must mean an increase in cot-
thmat competition and even more drastic rationalization oo the part of the
huge transnational motor companies as they fight for their share of a
decreasing market, The Financial Tires in its meview of the motor in-
dustry commented: “There will be manufacturers Loday that will not be
able to survive to the end of the century — il that long — in their present
gize and structure.”

The talk in the car industry itself is of a-'Big Six' by the year 2000,
This refers 1o the development of the "Big Six’ in Britain in the 1930s,
Tollowing the elimination of over 150 British car firms dunng the 1920s,
Thistime the talk iz of sixworldwide transnationals— nof six British fimas.

The siock markets” fear of vehicle overproduction anses from two
factors. Un the one hand the brokers expect consumer demand to level
off or fall after four buoyant years, not least hecanse of the prohlems of
the US economy and the imphications of the inlemational debl crisis. In
Britain, the president of the Motor Agents Association reckons there will
be a 200,000 drop in car sales this year due 1o higher interest rates.

On the other hand, the transnationals have planned to increase their
production as part of their aggressive competition, In France, forexample,
Jacgues Calvet of Penpeot-Citroen has stated he expects demand (orcars
to decline, but he sull mtends to mereare car producton in Peugeot-
Citroen plants in France, Brilain and Spain o 2.5 million a year by 1992
to grab European market leadership from Volkswagen and Fial. In Spain,
General Motors have already put their works on o thres shift o day pat-
tem ready for 1992, I pther Buropesn car firms followed snit there would
grom be huge overcapacity,

L/'S market to be worst hit

Accnrding to Harold Poling, the worst hit domestic market will be
that of the USA, which will have six million more cars and trucks than it
can handle. Already the US market is fiereely competitive, with 27 car
firms offering over 40 brand names. In apite of the fall in value of the dol-
lar. imports only fell by two percent last year — a fall that mainly hit
Furopean car firms and smaller Japanese firms {while the Japanes: ‘g
three” situakly increaced their marke! shar).

What is likely 10 happen in the UISA s that General Motors will
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Toyota productlon line: a similar pattern of exploitation world-wide

proceed with a price war to regain its share of the domestic market which
bas glumped from over 50% in 1980 to 36% last year. They have spent
£30billion on new plant and equipment, and are now geared up and ready
to go. At the same time Ford has announced record profits of $5.5 billion
for 1987, which is more than all the European and Japancse car firms pat
together, Thik iz the result of dmstic mtionalisation including a 25% cut
in the workforce. General Molors too have cut their workforce — by
40,000 — and declared profits of $4 billion for 1987 as well as record
profits in their Western European operations.

There is a new factor in the US car market, however, and that {4 the
Japanese cars asssmbled in the USA itself, expected to rise to two mil-
lion a year by the early 1990s. Toyota for examiple has a $1. 1 hillion com-
plex in Kentucky, and about 300 Jepancse component firma are alan reck-
oned to have followed this expansion. With consumer demand expected
tn stay steady il nol decline, something will have to give.

Joint ventures

It costs about $500 million 1o ll.:;ign, de\'lf'jup and rr_lu'ip a EEHI"’DOI
factory. One mistake and profit margins tumble. One way of avoiding
these hazards is for car firms to enter into joint ventures with each other
— to use the same gearboxes or diesel engines, or the same components.

There are a bewildering number of these agreements taking place.
Glossy adverts and media hype mask the fact that beneath the bonnet and
the brand name many cars are wirtually the same. It makes nonsense to
say ‘Buy British' or “Buy German' because heaven only knows where
the hits came from or where the car was designed. The joint ventures of
;uu..m may give some indication of the futore members of the global 'Big

I 8

As one wonld expect, the big three US car firms are the most
predatory. Ford have close links with Mazda (Japan), with Kia (South
Korea) and Lio Ho (Teiwan). Tt was expected that Mazda would become
Ford"s base in the Pacific rim, rather Like Ford { Western Eumpe) — having
a certain independence, it ultimately answerable to Detmit. However
the Fapanese banks seem to have manocuvred against this development,
omly to throw up rumours of aneven bigger merger between Ford, Mazda,
and Japan’s number two car firm, Nissan. The Japaness banks have ap
parently been trying for a long time to cut Japan®s nine car firms down o
three viahle ones

Meanwhile General Motors has large stakes in Isuzn (Japan) and
Daewon (South Korea). At the same time they have joint ventures with
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Japan's rumhber one car firm, Toyeta in Xinmmi (US5A ) and in Australian
plants. Chrysler hive close links with Mitsubishi (Japan), which in fum
is linked to Hyundsi (South Korea wnd Consda) and China Motor
{Taiwan}.

In Western Burope, oo, there are numerous joint venmres. Fiat, for
exaniple, shares engine research and development with Pengeot-Citroen,
diese] engine production with Renault, and executive car production with
Saab, Meanwhile Volkswagen supplies gearboxes to Austin Rover, en-
gines tn Volvo, and owns Seat (Spain) and Andi {(West Gemmany). They
alsn have joint prodoction of Hilux pickups with Toyota, overseas
cooperation and Santana production with Nissan, and joint production of
cars with Ford in Brazil and Argentina, Thiz is josl a semple of the com-
plex web of allinnces among transnational car fimms.

The (Glohal Car

Oine reason for the dominance of the tranmnationals is the most ob-
vious development in car design over the last period: the ‘global car’, All
new cars look and perform more or less the same throughoat the world.
Beeause of the oil crisiz the large American cars of the 19505 and 1960s
had to be scaled down in the 1970k to the ‘compacis’. The small cheap
ltalian cars, made for narrow streets and nar-
tow wallets, became popular in other
countries, were upgraded and copied,

The Jopanese firma assessed the waorld
market and designed & rmnge of cars to be
universally popular. Smaller firms went out
of buzimess; tronsnationals ook over, com-
peting in each other's national markets.
They swapped their designs and component
part manufacturers from conntry 1o conmry.
The 'global car” i= made up of parts from all
aver the world. Geperal Motors [or example
has a car which was designed a1 Opel in
West Gemmany, 15 assembled at Daewoo (3,
Korea) and 12 sold in the US A as the Poatiac
Le Mans.

The norion of the ‘global cer’ has
browght about three main brands of car
production aimed ai three sections of the
market: the cheap end; the middle range; the
executive class and specialist medels,
Transnationals have to assess the makets
for cach on a world scale, and therefore
where Lo locate their production and what
joint ventures to enter into, The chenp end
of the market brings the highest levels of
demand, especially in the poorer countries,
hut i the least profiable: thersfore the
transnationals aim to assemble their cheaper
models in arcas where labour costs are low,
and seek juint ventares wherover possible.
Thus for example the Japanese car firms are
going up market and leaving the cheaper end
to their South Korean or Taiwanese sub-
sidiaries; Volkswagen is moving Polo production to Seal (Spam), where
labeter costs are hall those ot Wolfsburg: and Ford (LJSA) has links with
Mazda in Mexicn.

Sonie car firms have direct agresments with nation stales o produce
cheap small cars. India, for example is buildmg car plants with help from
Suzuki. Fiat bas a §1 billion deal with the Polish govemnment to moder-
nise FSO- plants, based on production of the Fiat Duns (onginally
designed for Fiat's Brazilian plant). Poland’s FSO plants also have ex-
clusive international rights i produce the: small Polski Fiat 126: the idea
here is to scoop the market for cheap cars in the stalinist stales of Bastem
Burope — and also to export them to Western Burnpe. At the same time
however Renaull have a deal with the Romanian govemment, whose
Dacia car 15 based on the Renaolt 12, Volkswagen have sold Bast
Germany s Wartborp a Polo engine track Lo power their new model. and
alsn expect to export engines back to VW in West Germany. China, too,
has now entered the fray, wormed by imports from Japan. They plan three
major factories linked with VW and Chrysler, and hope to become a major

Piars GaondinhFlal o
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Austin Rover cars with Volkswagen gearboxes

exporter of cars and trucks by the year 2000,

At the top end of the market where more profits are to be made, there
has been a scramble [or the West Germin brand names. The Japaness
have faced an image problem when competing in this sector, &nd small
compenics have been taken over, Chrysler have taken over Maserati and
Lamborghini of Raly: Ford now owns Aston Martin; General Motors
owns Lotus, I is likely that the bigger names will go next — like Porsche,
Jaguar and BMW.

The impact of 1992

World economic geogmphy ischanging due to crises in the USA and
in the USSE, together with the developments around 1992 and the single
market in Wesicrn Europe. There seems 1o be a growing regionalisation
as Japan, the USA and the European Community (EC) gear up for a
probable trade war. Each major country seeks to maintain and increase
political and economic power over its own arca — Japan over the Pacific
rim; the USA over the Americas: the EC over the European Free Trade
Area (EFTA) ststes and Eastern Europe, Clearly 1992 will make & major
difference to the balance of forces as an embryo Eurmpean stale emerges
— particularly if this sets up a * Portress Burope® of trade barriers, as some

analysts believe,

The former boss of ICT clams that two thirds of West European
manufacturing industry will be restroctured and/or disappear as a result
of the 1992 changes. The tansnational car firms will obvionsly be in-
wolved in this shake-up, particularly since the six main EC-based car lirms
are only refatively medium sized on 2 world scale, and have in some cases
had the benefil ol siate protection.

The Japanese car s aim to get into the EC oo the ground {loor,
with either new plants of their own based inzide the EC, or with links with
EC motor firms. Missan has led the way with its plant in Sunderland, It
also hias links with Ford, and plans # joint (Sigma) engine to power Fies-
ta and Micra cars: in Barcclona a plant is already pmducing FordMissan
AWD ptility vehicles: Toyola alro plans an assembly plantin Britain cost-
ing £610 million, including up to £125 million grant from the British
government. With Honda already having established hinks with Austin-
Rover, the Thatcher govermment has been sccused of playing & comprador
role for the Japanese becpuse Britain's own manufaciunng base is too
weak 1o withstand 1997,
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“Militancy Is not enough: a political leadership and a workers’ plan are needed to wrest control from manﬁglemm.*

Thers are a number of links belween Japanese and EC car finms,
Toyeta's Hilox pickops are prodoced at the VW plant in Hanover, while
Toyola 15 also interested in Auodi ax 8 hase for its upmarket cars. It has a
27% stake in Salvadez Caetano (Porfugal ) which assembles Toyota utility
vehicles, Mitsubishi is linked with Daimler-Benz and with MDF (Por
tugal}. The largercomponent firms are also becoming Tinked, forexample
Bosch with Akebono brakes, Locas with Yoasa batteries. Thease are jus
a few of the interconnectiong.

The workers® response

Crrworkers need their own intemational links to defend themseives
against the transnational car firtma. Alreedy massive cuthacks have been
made in established motor industrics theoughout the world, The devasta
tion ol British manufaciunng industry is well known, but in the LISA,
Ford have cut their woddforce by 25%, and Geneml Motors by 40,000
The Fingacial Times ecently wrote of Peugeot Citroen's "Draconian
restucturing of its worddorce”, with Renantt doing the same to keep pace.

These measures have gone shead, as far as one can see, with very lit-
tle resistance, certainly with no inlematinnal working class solidanity. The
restructuting of industry in the BC after 1992 is bound 1o mean more at-
tacks on jobs, wages and workimg conditions. Workers need to build a
whole series of links and netwiorks if they are o defend themselves.-Al
the mesent the leadership of the Buropean labour movement seems either
locked into niaking the EC work for capitalism (following the line put by
Jacques Delors to last year's TUC Congress) or merely content to sign
redundancy forms and single union deals. The links have to be built at
factory and rank and file level, where workers are beginning to realise
that there i= no purely national solution to their problems.

The British nuners’ strike is very instructive in this repard. Solidanty
with the miners meant solidanty with the front line representatives of the
working class in struggle, [ reeall a proup of ex-carworcers handing in
collection. They said "We needed a Scargill. We signed the redundancy
papers, and now our kids have got no jobs'. Since then, strikers at Wap-
ping and Dover have understond the meaning of the miners” strike,
Wherever miners wenl abroad io speak, especially in Eorope, they
received atremendons welcome, This was not chariry or plain hospitaliry,
but ¢fass sefidariny - thelr struggple was our strupgle, internationaly.

The [act is however that there had been no preparation of the British
working class for the strupele spuinst a quite conscious class enemy. We
are now faced with the mstuctunng of indusiry oo a European-wide
suale; and then on an intemational scale: We are up against an encmy that
thinks nothing of phoning or faxing amund the world before lunch. The
need for preparstion and learning lessons from the past has never been
greater,
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Immediate solidarity with workers defending their jobs i eszential:
regional, national and intemational networks need to be built up on this
basis. At the same time, militancy is not enough — as the miners strike
showed. Worker in cach corporation must fight to epen the books of the
indusiry, to expose the financial and prodoction links between their sup-
posedly ‘nval’ employers; their manipulation of pricing and tanff
policies; their manosuvres o maximise government grants while mini-
mising tax bills; and show the knock-on effect of every productivity con-
ceasion from one firm to others throaghout the industry. They mist draw
up tactics to combal "quality circles® and every device used by employers
lo entice collaborationist union leaders into helping to increase levels of
exploitation. They should also look at what they s producing, and
propose changes based on human need, net profits. In the car industry,
all sorts of ‘green’ issues like poltution, public transport, Toad building,
the needs of the “third world® would need to be looked at.

These altemnative plans are imporiant in order to attack the copitalist
system and win more general . The rame conld be said about the
miners’ strike, which onderined the need fora plan for coergy and preser-
vation of the earth’s resources. These plans could make practical sense
of the old slogan *nationalization under workers” contrml”. What would
he the role of 2 car industry under socialism? We need to plan and ex-
plain.

A new generation

A whole new genemtion of carworkers is cotering struggle in the
newly-esiahliched car plants. It is no sccident that the mass sirikes for
union recognition and better conditions last year in South Koren, Bruzil
and now Spain, are precisely in those areas where car assembly plants
have been located for cheap labour. Wage increases in double figures
were gained in South Korea — Hyundai moved a good deal of its produc-
tion to Canada for a quieter life.

The car firms always look to make profits out of paying low wages
and speeding up production. The Japanese car firms in their green field
sites and “just in time” production methods are notorious in this respect,
and the envy of other employers. Conflict inevitably resulis, since the
production methods are inhnman, There are numerous stories now in car
towns of Britain aboul deaths on the track, breakdowns from stress, new
workers leaving afier two or three days and so on. The reality needs to
be exposed publicly.

In the coming war for markets among the transnational car fims, &
systematic link between the established, unionized carworkers and the
new peneration of their co-workers in new and re-located plants could
yeLbe a powerful force. The task ia to build a marxist beadership in the
car industry unions that can open up such a development.
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Dialectical materialism

Science of the class

At a fime when the world seems to be
overflowing with religions
fundamentalisis and bigots, the marxist,
materialist world view offers a breath of
fresh air. While religions fanatics wax
hysterical in opposition to anything
more modern than the 13th century, and
seek to persecute those who dare to
question their prejodices, the marxisi
view has been sirengihened by
successive scientific discoveries, by
historical experience and by the most
decisive test of all — that of practice.

All religions and almost all bourgeois
philosophics are based on the idealist world
view. This is nothing necessarly 1o do with
‘ideal” values pr morality: it simply means that
some non-materal entity or force ("God’,
‘spifit”, ‘morality’ or ‘thought’) is zeen as
primary, ‘and the materal, natural word is
somehow secondary — & creation or milection
of God, or somehow an inferdor realm in which
the “spirit” is confined, Thas the Bible tolls us
‘In the heginming was the Word”™: and the
philosopher Descaries aomnte T think, therefore
lam®,

Matenalist philosophy, however, of which
Marxizm is the most consistent, begins from the
gpposite point of view. Matter, the matenal
universe, and the natural world which gave rise
to mankind, is primary: and thought — incled-
ing all thoughts of God or gods, and the very
idea that there could be such a being — is the
product of the buman brain, itself @ material en-
fity, The materialial believes that “in the begin-
ning was the world, and ‘I am, therefore | can
think’, ‘Being’ precedes thinking. Humanity it
self emerged from non-thinking and primitive
life-forms, developing in the process a brmn
capable of conscionsly asscssing and —through
labour — deliberately changing the world from
which it came.

All of the thoughts generted by the human
brain anee (mwn our interachon as material,
natural beinga with the extemal material world.
Thoughts themselves may appear completely
detached (rom that wodd, or, ke dresms, en-
lirely absiracl. Nevertheless they are materal
things, the product of complex chemical and
electrical processes in the millions of cells that
mitke wp the bran; They are thus historically
determined, rellecling changing economic
mndea of production, and socially determined
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(reflecting the social class and immediate cir-
comstances of the thinking individual),

For the materialist, the explanation of all
changes and developments in the world must be
sought nol in the supposed intervention of any
external God or spirimal fores, but through the
internal, naturzl laws of motion of the material
world itself, about which science continually
leams more. Our world and the oniverse as a
whole conmists of nothing more than matter in
maovenent.

Matter — the almost infinite numbers of
molecules, atoms and simple and complex sub-
particles — iz itself in constant movemen! and
change, decay and rebirth. As one sun dies,
athersare bom. Movement is nothing otherthan
the movement of matter. Energy is simply a
specialised form of the movement of matier. We
may not yet know or understand all of the laws
ol this movement, but there s no need, no room
in such a world view for a God (benevolent or
otherwise}, & Satan or a super-homan “spirit’.
Matenal laws and material processes drive for-
wird the changes we sce — and store up less
visible changes beneath the surface that — like
volcanoes — may suddenly take us by sarprise.

Marx and Engels, developing the histordcal
matenialist view of history (see Soctaliss Out
fowk 6) showed the material dnving forces of
histary, at the core of which are the developing
means of production. Each advance in science
and technology has also further developed
idenlogy and philosophy, and helped refute the
notion that mankind cannot know srunderstand
the real world.

For the scientific cstablishment, the most
primitive elements of a materalist view can be
enough to lay the basis for some progress. Em-
pirical methods, based simply on extemal oh-
servation and experiment and not on any more
coherent philosophical theory, or pragmatizm —
“iinng whal works' — can be sulficient to gmide
the day-to-day lives af all those who seck o

work within rather than change the exigting so-
cial order and structures of sociely.

For socialists committed 1o the overthrow of
existing social relations, a more sophisticared,
accurate and coberenl understanding of the
world is necessary. To build the hasis of a
revolutionary movemen! — beginning in a mon-
revolotionary sintation, bul ahle to give leader-
ship in & revalutionary siluation — meqoires a
method of analysis that can not only grasp the
origin and development of complex political
phenomena but also detect the inner contradic-
tions, the hidden conflicts which are the sournce
of futwre political and social change, This is
where the marxist conception of dialectical
materialism is essential.

The term “dialectical” is used by Marx in &
way not explained in most dictionaries, It refers
1o the movement of matiter through internal
contradiction amd conflict. As Lenin put it:
"The condition for the knowledge of all proces-
ses in the world in their “self movement”, in
their spontaneous development, in their rea
life, is the knowledge of them as a unity of op-
posites. Development is the “struggle” of
opposites’. (On the Question of Dialectics, CW
Vol 38).

This approach is the very opposite of the su-
perficial, empircal view taught to us as bour-
geois ‘commod sense’: dialectical materialism
underatands that things are not simple as they
seem, and are in a continual process of change.
As Trotsky argued against American marmists
who had abandoned dislectical matenalsm:
“The fundamental flaw of vulgar thooght liesin
the facl that it wishes to content jiself with mo-
tinnless imprints of a reality which consisis of
cternal motion. Dialectical thinking gives to
concepis, by means of closer approximations,
correctiong, concrelizalions, a richness of con-
tent and flexibility; T would even say s muc-
vulence which to acerain extent brings them
close fo living phenomena. Not capitalism in
general, but a given capitalism at a given stage
of developatent. Mot a workers' state in general,
but a piven workers' state in a hackward
countty in an imperialist encinclement, cic,

"Dialectical thinking is rlated to volgar
thinking in the same way that a motion picture
e related 1o o still phatograph. The mation pic-
ture does not outlaw the still photograph, bot
combines a series of them according to the laws
of motion”. (In Defence of Marxm, pp50- 1),

For those who believe that any such discos-
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gion of philosephical

method i abstract 5
mumbo-jumbo, it is :
uzeful to remember
that Trotsky was
witing to develop his
analysis of the
degenerated Ruossian
workers' state; and
Lenin's torn to
phitosophical writing
iaid the basiz for the
shrupt tactical tum he
fought forin the April
Theses of 19217,
Later, lesser figures
may have med to tum
dislectical
materialism into a
semi-mystical creed
or state orthodoxy
with which to
bludgeon opponents, bot for the great
revoletionanies it was seen as a practical tool for
analysis and a guide to intervention.

What are the key fictors in dialectical
analysis? The first is the conflict berween form
and content: each phenomenon must be scen as
the product of a unity and conflict of oppostes
— opposiles which are themselves in a process
of development, changs and interconnection.

Thus, forexample, the aingle ootward reality
of the 1984-5 miners” strike concealed o con-
tinual, complex intemal process of change in
the balance of foroes — within the NUM dtself in
the uneven, floctuating morale of the rank and
file, the divisions within its leadership, and the
inter-relution between theny, between the NUM
as o union in stroggle and the TUC (itsell
divided between the forces of new realism and
thoss still prepared to offer some sapport to the
NLUMY: between the officizl laboor movement
a5 a whole and the mnk and file of the wodking
cless; and between the working class and the
ruling clags (championed and led as it wan by
coal boss Tan MacGregor and the Thatcher
government)

Outwardly, the simaton of the strike ap-
peamd not to change for wecks on end, then to
change from hour to hour. To offer adequate,
¢onsistent and principled leadership and
solidarity in that situation required a constant
process of dialectical analysircapable of detect-
ing and assessing euch change.

The contradiction between form and content
also appears at the level of the individual. That
is why opinion polls are so inadcguate s A
guide to Labour pedicy: all they offer is an iso-
lated snapshot of each single punter's view at
nne monient, in the absence of my political in-
tervention or leadership. In fact each worker is
herhimself a conflict of opposites — rellecting
not pnly the existing balance of class [omes (in-
cluding the setbacks ander ten years of
Thatcherism) but alsa the ohjective need and
potential of the working class to fight back. This
ig the element which can be built upon under
conditions of mass, participatory democracy —
apd why Tories and the Labour right wing
preferisolating individual postal ballots tomass
meetings.

JMr_l_l_lnr'rlnﬂFl
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conslant, complex process of change

The recognition of the labour movement as
a unity af opposites is a starting poinl for any
marxist anal ysis and programme. The unity also
contuns conflict, and thus the seeds of chanpe.
In the pnions, in particular there is 5 clear con-
tradiction berween the pressures [elt by the rank
and file membership in the workplaces — under
direct management pressure — and the relative-
ly privileged life-style of their [ull-ime off-
cials, Among the mnk and Gle themselves,
however there are also differentiations between
the more secure, befier-paid seclom and the
miore downirodden layers: each 12 subjectio dis-
tinct pressures and makes different demands.
Analysing this complex dialectical picture can
reveal the contradictions that may al Hmes open
the door to major struggles.

The unions represent the unity but also the
interpenetration of opposites, Racism, the cyni-
cal exploitanion of the family unit to divide, and
the use of mazs seabbing can all divide worker
from worker, luming some into agents of bour-
genis ideology or policy. Sections of the union
hureancracy also play this mole.

In this regerd, dialectical analysis is par-
tcularly mmportant in the assessment of the
point a1 which guanfity is transfomed info
quality: an ever larper number of small, quan-
titative changes can produce al & given point a
qualitative chenge. This occurs all the time in
the natural world — nsing temperature in & ket-
tle produces a qualitative leap from water to
steam at boiling point; nine months of smaller
changes in pregnancy givesrise io aqualitative-
ly new development when the baby is bomn. The
samé can be true in politics: years of right wing
class collsboration by the Electricians” union
{EETPLU} led during the Wapping dispute to the
gualitarive change to union-busting, seab-herd-
lng, and the eventual break from the TUC to
form s US-style ‘business union’,

Such transformations: may be relatively
rontine and predictable (== with the ketile), or
take the form of an ahmpt “leap” in development
{as when a nuclear reaclor melts down, or a
sencs.of guantitative mass demonstrations and
army defections produces the sudden collapse
of & repressive regime — as in Iran len yearsago),
The common factor in such developments is

that the new sima-
ton or quality that
emerges contains
elements of the old,
but represeutns a
nepation of  the
previous stage and
will never retum 1o
it. Though the
Ayatollah sucvess-
¢ [ully contained any
enti-capitalist
dynamic in the
¢ Iranian revoluotion,
there is no prospect
of a restoration of
the old regime of the
% Shah. The miners’

¢ stnke of 1984-5 was
entirely different
from that of 1973
T4, and will never be
repeated in the same form.

Thin in & real problem, since we all g0 for-
ward into the future eyuipped with ideas and
methods learned in the pasi. The only way 10
update and develop these ideas is through o
struggle to change the world, and to leam from
ithovw to fight more effectively, Of conme refor-
mists like today’s TUC and Labour leadership
do not want to change the basic framewok of
ppcicty, 50 they sce the process as one of dis-
carding anything that might lead to conllicr,

Marxists, who recognise the need tomobilise
the working class to overthrow the capitalists
and smash their state machinery, recognise that
this cannot be done simply by iasuing propagan-
da for socialism. A programme and policy must
be developed on the basis of the material needs
and demands of the working class, and
populansed as an altemative to the defeatism ol
the official labour movement.

The kemel of dialectical matedalism is that
contradiction may be nncomforiable for
defenders of ‘common sense’, but it is ot ac-
cidental or undesitable: it is the very essence of
life, of change.

The marxist method demands that analysis
should begin from and return to the practival ex-
perience of the class struggle, developing a
theoretical analysis of the interactions beiween
its component parts in their processes of
change. This analysiz shouold lead to efaborl-
ing agitational demands, slogans and tactics for
the fight, which musi then be tested out

A marxist organisation will check the cor
reciness and effectivenses of s slogans by »
democratic process which analyses the ex-
perience of carrying them out in the class simg-
gle. This should also deepen its understanding
of the overull siluation, improve and advance jre
tactics, and strengthen its links with the forces
in struggle.

Dialectical materialism therefore may scnnd
like an academic discussion tople, but it is an
active, interventionist method of anal ysis, flat-
by counterposed to the idealist methods of sec-
tanan propagandism.

lgnore or nidicule it at your peril!
Jokn Liseer
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Beyond Perestroika?

Revolution from Above
Tarigq All, Hutchinson
£3.95

Beyond Perestroika
Ernest Mandel, Verso
£9.95 (publshed

April 13)

Reviewed by
Paul Lawson

THE near-simuolianeous
appearance of books on
Gorbachev and the Soviet
Union by two authom whi
have for decades been close
political collaborators gives
115 fn i:pptrrtunil:.' by conrast
the different approaches from
within the Marxist tradition
to the upheaval in the 1ISSR.

Muandel slarts his book with
the opinon that the events in the
[IS5R ane the most imporiant in
winld politics since 1968, and
perhaps even the Chinese
revelution in P49 —an opinion
clearly shared hy Al Thia
queation ix clearly a touchstione
for marxist politics

Tarig Ali"s ook is the
product of several rocent visits to
the USSR, containing & fnt of
fascinating first hand material on
the debates and changes going
on. In particalar his account of
the "Yelisin affair’, and Yeltsin's
conflict with the cormupt cabal of
Moscow bureaucrars around his
predecessor in the Moscow party
leaidership, Victor Grshin, 15
particularly useful.

But Tang's book has 1o be
frdged by the cntenion of ils
owm sclf-deciared objective —as
aprlitical intervention into the
debate on the left about
Garbachev, on a line with which
neither this joumal nor the new
hook by Mandel are in acoord.

Tany declares, in effect, that a
full-scale *political revolution”
has started in the Soviet Union —
a ‘political revolution from
above’. He chides the far loft in
Britain and internationally for
being blinded by the fact thai
this has started from above, and
nol, az we wonld have all
wished, by a movement from the
working class helow. For him
the success of this revolution
means the victory of glasnos
and perestmika and he gives a
qualified welcome to the foreipn
policy imbiatives of Gorbachey.

Mandel's book_ by contrast,
inzistz on the peed 1o
differentiate between plasnost
anil perestroika. His line can he
summmed ap by the formula: a
caticial ‘yes” in glasnest; ‘o’ o
perestoika; and "'no’ o the
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overall drft of Soviet foreign
policy, although within that we
can welcome some moves, in
particoiar the withdrawal of
Soviet troops from Afghanistan
and the TNF treaty.

The nub of the differsnce —
one which of course goes
throngh the whole left and does
not just divide thess (wo authors
— iz what ttitude to take towands
the perestroika 'marketisalion’
reforms, Mandel's conclasion is
uneyu vooal:

*All the talk about "mardket
socialism™ reduces itself to a
tuming of the sorew al the cost
of consumption in order tn
stimulate investments and
increase labour productivity. In
wther words it amounts 1o a
Soviet vorsion of ansterity (p6d).
And therefome: “The only
conclosion we can draw Trom all
this iz that perestroika will not
benefit the mass of the Soviet
workers, 3l least not in its inital
stages. To sweeten the medicine,
therefore, there will be political
changes.’

Mow | have read Tariqg's hook
rwice, and while he is
unambiguous in his
condemnation of centralised
bureaucratic planning as the
sournce of the country™s
economic stagation, it 15 far
{rmm clear what his attitede i= to
perestrotha as the basic motor of
econmmic change. He certainly
condemns the view that
Giorbachov and his advisors
wanl to altack the living
standards of the Soviet working
class s ‘beneath contempt”.

This makes very sirange
readmg. Whal Gorbachey and
his supporters want to do isone
thing; the objective effects of the
economic reforms which they
are pushing through 1s
something clzc again. And itis a
maiter of fact thal perestroika
invalves, among other things,
the removel of subzidies from a
wide range of basie consumer
goods like housing, fond and
transpor, and the de facto
introduction of mass
anemployment as the lahoor
market is “shaken ont’ in the
name of effliciency, It is for these
reasons that the working clazs
rerponse o perestoika is
decidedly mixed, and that many
Soviet workers — nol just
bursaucrats — see it as a threat. It
iz hard to understand why it is
‘heneath contempt” 1o paint
these things out.

In many analyses of the
contemporiry conflicts in the
Soviet Union, from left and right
alike, there is, in my oplnion, o
hasic flaw, This common
mistake reflects the idealogy of
the Gorbachevites: it is to say
that glasmost and perssirorka ane

Gorbachev's forelgn policy is also part of perestroika

part and parce] of the same
process, aunified project, which
we must more or less acceept, of
more of less reject.

In this, particularly stoking
are the views of zome ol the
lerders of the socialist clubs
which have emerged in the
Soviet Union. Some of those
wha have the most radics] views
on political reform, who demand
Al Power to the Sowviets, bot
real democrdically elected
Soviets”, are the self-same
penple who demand s more
tapid implementation of the
perestroika economic reforms,
which would have very negative
effects on many Soviet workers:

All approsches (o the giant
and many-sided upheaval in the
USSR which want 1o put either a
“tick” or  ‘cross’ against the
whule buminess come nnstuck.
To put it u is most basie, the
attitudes which marxists adopt
towards political libemlisation
and to economic liberlisation

are differsnt

Political liberalization in
post-cupitalist socicties penernlly
opons up oppominities [or the
masses o re-awaken politically,
giving them more fresdom for
information and organdsation
and to formulate their own
demands. Ecomemic
liberalization, on the contrary,
generally ends up altacking
working class living standards —
and rhis is stmething which
socialists in Britain in the 19505
should be ooly ton aware of!

Mendel’s approach is
meticulously to dissect the
different conponents of
Gorhachevism — political
reform, economic refom and the
new foreign policy — cxamine
them individually, and then o
reassemble them to make overall
sense of whal is happening.
Tariy's bouk 1= much more
concemed with approaching the
whole business az a unified
project, and giving ruppor 1o the

Socialist Conference
Gorbachev and the European Left

3/4 June

5t Cross Bulding, Oxford University Oxford
Flenary sesslons on sociafism and democracy, Lhe economics
of soclallsm, Imternational relations, and the Ffuture of Europs,
Also a large number of workshops, including the national
qusoiien in Eastern europe, women's emancipation, models of
planning and the Yugoslav crisis.

Speakers Include OHo Latsls (depuly aditor of Kommenisf),
Evgeny Ambartsumov {Saviet economist), Olga Ivanava (Soviet
fominlst), Peter Glotz (German SPD), Staffi Engeri (German
Greons), Luciana Casteliina (Halan Communist Parly), Branke
Horvat {Yuogslav economist), Emest Mandel, Tony Benn,

Wiodzimierz Brus and many others,
Registration; £10 per day, E15 per weekend (unwaged; £5 por
day)

For furiher information conalel; Gus Fagan, 30 Bridge St,
Oxford OXZ OBA Tel 0685 723207
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most radical wing in the
perestroika/plasnost process —
Yeltsin in the bureavcracy and
the radical wing of the socialist
clubs,

Having made our preference
hetween these two sppmaches
clear, a few words in defence of
Revalution from Above. Having

bothered 1o visit the Soviet Union

several imes, Tang's book is
packed with information from
which anyone on the left can
usefully leam. Its author is quite
right — there are a lot of
hone-headed sectanans who
think that Gorbachev is simply
‘taking the capitalist road’ — but
Tarig is (oo knowledpable about
the far left to think that this is the
majority, s he somelimes seems
to imply. And this joornal can
only endorse enthusiastically the
pan-Eurmipean socialist strategy
which he ontlines in his
conclusion.

On one spedilic point this
reviewer sides with Tang Ali
againgt Emest Mandel. It scems
to me quite wrong to put the
invasion of Kampuchea by
Vietnamese trowps to oust Pol
Pt on the same level as the
Soviet invasion of Alghanistan,
and, by inference, wiong to give
an equally enthusirstic response
to the withdrawal of Vietnamess
and Soviet troops from thess
regpective countries, as Mande]
seems to do.

Recent information has shown

thar the Khmer Rouge are still the

real fonce behind the
anti-Vietnamese guernllas

CAmy on the Thai border. A
*political sertlement” at the behest
of China and the US which puts
Pol Pot’s forees back in power in
Knm}'mfhca wiould be a real
political sell out, and a disaster
for the people of thet unfortunate
counlry.

The Accused
Film, starring
Jodie Foster

Reviewed by
Barbara Green

The Accused is the story of a
young working class woman
in America. She has a row
with ber boyfriend, goestoa
bar for a drink and ends up
being raped on a pin ball
machine by three men,
watched and encouraged by
a number of others,

The film is made by the
producers of Fatal Attraction
which was not renowned for
it s senmtive portrayal of
women ' lives. Stanley Jaffe
nnd Shemy Lansing have
described their work as
‘packaging women's rage’,

espile consistent praise, the
fact that nroch of The Accused s
[ame resis on & rape scene leads
you to expect the worst, The
film manages 1o contradict
these doobta,

The strongest aspect of the
film iz no question for the
audience but that Sarah has
been ng-:d. She is epresented
by a public prosecutor, 3 fairly
unsympathetic *post-feminist’,
who decides that Sarah would
miake 2 bad witness because she
was youny, witractive, drnk
and was "flirting” with one of
the rapistz just before the rape.

Eatherine, without any
consultation with Sarsh, agrees
to plea-bargain to a lesser
charge — that of recklesa
endangerment, Lepally this
meanl that the mpe never
happened, and Samb was
denied her chance to speak.

The relationship between the
lwo women is realistic,
Katherine is not very bothered
by the case — it is simply
another case,

Katherine has all the power
in the relatipnship — she has
money, she's articulate, she is
the only avenue that Samh has
to get her story known. But it is
oﬂ.ﬁlﬁ after Sagh has been
confronted by one of the
onlookers of the rape, and ends
up critically ill in hospital that
shie is forced to take her anger
sedously,

Whilst other films about mpe
have taken vengeance as the

main theme, in this film the
vinlepoe against the woman
remains central. Sarsh remains
determined as to where the guill
lies and a0 her chamcier is not
that of the stereotyped victim.

The Accused avoids all tie
nomial shit that weually makes
films hike this unbearable.
Many women feel unhappy
about the film becanse of the
centrality of the rape scene. Ii is
true that this scene is long,
brutal and very upselting — bui
then rape is. There in one mpe
reparted every six minules in
America. Though The Arcused
does not provide any solutions
for women wiio are raped, or
analyse why men rape women
it is not a depressing film. As
the film ended women cheered
and clapped; for once 5
commercial film shows the
reality of mpe.

A whiff of sixties Scandal

Scandal

Film directed by
Michael Caton-lones,
with John Hurt,

Joanne Whalley-Kilmer,
lan McKellen and
Bridget Fonda

Reviewed by
Felicity Harvest

INAWAY,it's hard to
knock a ilm that can getl a
packed audience gipgpling
upanimously with revulsion
al the dark-speciacled figure
of Peter Rackman waddling
inte & mghtclub,

Srandal, the [ilm of the story
of the 1963 *Profumo Affaic’,
knowa, for the most part, who
its villains are. They are the men
of a hypocritical Bnlish
extahlishment who decorate
their tables with monster glass
phalluses and try to decorate
their lives with young women
they think they can purchase ps
easly,

The film tells the story from
the meeting of Christine Keeler
and Stephen Ward, through 1o
Ward's suicide during his trial
for alleped procuring. It has an
enjoyable senze of the absurd,
a_nigrm‘irka everything from a
good laogh to a sns of morsl
superiority, But is there any
miore behind it than the
provision of teo hours of
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slightly salacions enjoyment?
IT it 1s designed o illominate
1963, it fails exc at a
superficial lew;LT{in hath
skalled and funny in pontraying
Ward and his word, with Linds
foreys into Notting Hill, but it
dioes not provide a framework
agams which the real
significance of its charscters’
gctions can be seen, Without a
conlext, it is hard to see why the
elfect of the scanda] was so
profound, and impossible 1o
comprehend some reenes Like
that of women i plastic macs
and rain-hats antacking Christine
Eeeler on the sieps of the courts,
If il is dezipned to illominate
1989, it also fails. Yes, there are
eaxy parillels to current
politicians and establishment

Bigures yel surely the point s
that nowadays most of them
survive scandal, and retum, after
n decent interval, to public life.
There is no need, today, fora
Slephen Ward 1o toke the rap.
The film would have been mors
successful, perhaps, al drawing
present-day parallels if it had
made more of the Rackman
connection, for the effects of the
unmasking of Rackman led to
benalicial legislation which is
only today being destroyed.

If it was not designed tn
illuminate either peried, then
maybe it was just an odd kind of
love story. Al that level, it wasa
good evening oul, but a missed

oppormnity,
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as Revolutionary

Paul Buhle, Verso
£22.95 Hardback,
£7.90 Paperback

CLA James — the Arlist

Reviewed by
Charlie Van Gelderen.

NOW IN HIS 88th year,
LR James has lived to
become a legend in his own
time. His home in Brixton
has become a focus for
radicals from all over the
world. In his youth 10
Trimdad, James became
known in cricketing circles
as a maverick. This term
could alse be used to
dezcribe his impact oo
Marxism,

It iz a ity that James has
never completed his memoirs o
expanded them into an
aniohiography. Even given his
not andeserved self csteem, his
fluent pen could not fail to do
befter justice to its subject than
the book under review, by
the author of the
unsatisfactory Maryism in
the USA

From an early age,
CLR developed
wide-spread interests — 1
passion for cnclet,
Shakespeare, Verdi and
Becthoven and & growing
involvement in polilics,
Mow an octagenarian,
with a world-wide
reputation, he is still as
inter=sted in these
divergent spheres. In the
sermi-autnbiographical
Beyond the Boundary, he
argues that sport, and
capecially ericket, an and
politics are dialectically
intar-refated.

It wias his observatioms on the
crcket field which first
awakened him to the injustices
of colonial role in his native
Trinidad. Mediocre white
&l'a].-:rs were chosen for the

‘et Indian team simply
hecause they were white.
Oustanding players, like Wilton
St Hill, were left out because
they were black,

But James® political and
wider Literary life really began
Page 30
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CLR James as he |s today
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when he moved 1o England in
1932, seutling in Nelson,
Lancashire and earming his
living as cricket correspondent
for the Manchester Guardian.
Swiftly dislusioned with the
Lahour Party, he joined the ILP
in 1933, where he came into
contact with the trotskyist
Marxist Group. In an interview
with Al Richardson and others,
published by Socialist Platform
in 1987, James states quite
frankly ‘I joined the Trotskyist
pyovemant and | leamed
marxizm in the Trotskyist

movement'. This is not at all
apparent from Buhle's account,
which gives the impression that
James was elready a fully-
fledged marxist af this point.
James rose to prominence at
the time of the lialian invasion
of Abyssinia (Ethiopia). His
articles in the TLP joumal New
Leader were models of marxist
pamphleteering, linking the
anti-imperialist and class
struggles in dialectic unity. He

LS '
Cricket, arl and politics are dialectically inter-related

had been a marxist for only three
short years, but quickly prasped
its easentinls. Thanks to his carly
contact with trotskysim, Janies,
unlike his old fricnd George
Padmore, avoided falling into
the stalinist brap.

Buhle [ails completely o
mention James' participation in
the founding conference of the
Fourth International or the 1936
Geneva conference which
Eﬂm@edﬂtd it. Indeed the Fourth

temational is not mentioned
once in the book.

Furthier, he ignores whal was
a formative experience for James
— his active role in combafing
the vicious stalinist campaign of
slander against Trotsky and
trotskyists which reached its
frenzied peak during the
Moscow trials of 1936-8. James
was probably the fnest orator
our movemnent has produced, at
least in the English speaking
world —and the movement
made Tull use of his l=lents, In
Britain he was the one perion
feared by the stalinisis as being
more than a match for people
such as Pollitt and Palme Drott

James was to develop gerious
differences with Trotsky —
some of which were already

arent in his World Revolution
[917-1936: The Rise and Fall of
the Communist International
{1937). But it wus his grasp of
the theory of permanent
revolution which enabled him 1o
wiite his magnuz opus The Black
Jacobins, the history of the first
sucessful slave revoll since
Spartacus. If he had never
produced anthing else, socialist
Titerature would be rcher for this
tour de force.

In the ficld of theory, James’
most notable contribution was

his influence, together with
Trotsky himself, in luming the
American Socialist Workers
Purty towards & realization of the
importance of the black
proletarial to the revolutioanry
process in the United States.
James snd Raya Dunayevskoya
{ Iohnson-Forest) were also
amongst the first to see the
revolutiofary potential of the
then still incipient women's
movement.

James also played a role in
the development of Kwame
Nkromah, to whom he was
introduced by Dunayevakaya,
Realising Mkiumah's leadership
ahilities, he zent him to George
Padmore for political training-
By this time, Padmore had
almost completely ahandoned
murxism for Pan-African
natonalism. As a resull
Nkrumah's radical nationalism
ran up against the stone wall of
nea-colonialism. When
Nkrumiah's regiine entered the
path of buresucratic
depgencration and personality
cult, James did not hestitate o
break with him and publish his
criticigm.

This is not the place 1o debate
James® differences with
trotsk yism, Today James still
considers imself a leninist—
although he ahjures the leminist
concept of the vanguard party.
Despite our differences with
him, he is one of the few people
alive today that has enriched
marxist theory with original
thought. In the opinion of the
revicwer, who has continned to
value his perzonal friendship,
there was a place for him and hiz
radical thoughts in the Fourth
Intemational. We age all the
poorer for his departure.
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Share sales and
cold showers

The Free Economy and
the Strong State: The
Politics of Thatcherism
Andrew Gamble
Macmillan, £7.95

Reviewed by
Jane Wells

| FIRST YOTED in 1979,
Margaret Thatcher has been
Prime Minister for most of
my adult life.

Making sense of a politcal
phenomenon as profound as
Thatcherism has been difficull
for my generation — especially
when, al the same time, you're
trying to'take in the whole range
of political life, with little
historical experience o
perspective to bring to it. Dim
memories of cold nights spent
listening to the radio hy
candlelight in the 19734 miner’s
overtime ban | those were the
days) and Harold Wilson's
regigmalion in 1976is aboul as
far back as | gn,

But it"s not only those who
are pew to politice who have
found it a difficull nszessment 1o
make. Dehate between
commentalors on all sides (and
the same sides) of the political
spectrum abowt the nature of the
beast still rages. Becanse,
inevitably, behind every attempt
to assess political reality, lie
judgements which are based on
muere than just the immediale
situation and facts, Yoo have to
have an analytical fremework (o
wirk in and aset of analytical
tools that are up to the job, too,

Andrew Gamble s book
provides 3 comprehensive
acconinl of econnmic and
political developments of the last
ten yeard. He reminds us,
refreshingly. that there have been
dowm= ar well as upsin the
Govemment's fortunes, which
are all too easy to forget when
viewed thmugh the the
impending tnumphalist
anniversary celebration of a
decade of thumping Tory
parliamentary majorities and
working class defeats, But rather
than just commenting on those
events he offers an analysis oo,

Looking at the sweeping
changes wrought in the British
polinical scene over the decade
since Thatcher came o power in
the context of posi-war political
developments. Gamble explores
the sirceess of the Thatcher
project: the complete domination

of political life allowing for litile

dis=zent or opposition
{h:g:mmyms measures for
that are the extent to which
Thatcher’s chozen methods, the
free economy and the strong
state of the book's title, have
been implemented, His
concluzion is that in its war on
the working ¢lass, Thatcherism
has so far only really scored a
draw, but locks in strong shape
and confident for the replay —
alihough ils economic prospects
are not too pood,

The extent to which the
‘strong state” has been achieved
iz the subject of some debale in
the labour movement, and has
oceupied many pages of
Socialist Cutlook over recent
months. Lefl Labour MP Tony
Banks pitched in too, suggesiing
in 4 recent television interview
that once the Govemment's
cumrent legislative programnye is
exhausted, we can be sure that
‘they Nl be knocking on our
doors on & Sunday moming to
make sure we ve had our cold
showers and aren't interfering
with each ather’. The debate, no

Thatcher: only scored a draw so far?

any serioos consideration of the
oplions for the working class is
completely missing from his
analysis. Even the concluding
sectiom of the book. devoted to
“The future of Thatcherism” does
not deal with this central issue.
Instead he considers only the
prospects for Thatcherism at the
level of “high politics” and as a
force, vying for power with
alternabive right-wing doctrines
and currents, in the context of
the economic outlook

The working class as an aclive

enomenon a5 you might hope
of, This omission, it is probably
fair to say, stems from Lhe sei of
pofitical judgements
underpinning Gamble’'s
approach. His writing is
informed by the positions of
Marxizm Today, to which he iz a
key comtributor. Mevepheless,
his analysis, as far as il goes,
remains & uselul starting point,
But withoul that identification of
“the way forward for the
wionking class’ (io use a well
worn bt still meaningful

doubt, will continue,
Meanwhile though, Gemble
[ails to answer the bigger and
maore wrgent question; what do
we do about it? Unformnately

which leaves it,

force with the potential for
strugple is almost completely
absent from Gamble®s account,

dls;p' pointngly,
just short of as good a marxist out.
analysis of the Thatcher

phrase) you're left missing one
essential ingredient — Lhe
apporunity lo use your
analytical tools o dig your way

out now!

The Narebooks for Study and Research are sponsored by
the Internanonal Institete for Research and Education of
Amaterdsm, They inclide theee serica:

A “lecture ' series: edited ranscriptions of classes given at
the: Inatituge.

A Camedies” sericn: ayatemiatic studies of either particular
DT IEnCES I & given eountry or 8 particular theme.

A Cdocuments amd debates” revies: collections of docw-
menils, articles and interviews designed to updaks & con-
troversial question.

@ | The Place of Marxism in History by Emest Mandel
(ntudy ) {40pp, £2)

# I The Chinese Revodution — 1: The Second Chiness
R evidution and the Shaping of the Maoci Quilook by Pierre
Rousset (ztudy) (32pp, £2)

& 3 The Chinese Revolutton — Hf; The Mania Pr:rjt(.r
Trsted in the Struggle for Power by Pieore Rousset (study)
(48 pp, £2.50)

# 4 Revolwtionary Strategy Today by Daniel Bensaid (lec-
tore) {36pp, £1)

# 5 Clasy Struggle and Technelogival Change in fapan

Since 1945 by Muto lchiyo (study) (48pp, £2.50)

Advert
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Michael Lowy

@ 6. Populism in Latin America by Adolfo Gilly, Tlelena
Hirsta, Carlom M Vilas and the PRT { Argentina) introduced
by Miche| Liwy (documentz) (40pp, £2)

# T/8 Market and Plan in Posteapitalist Socictes: the Ex-
perisace of the So-Called Socialist Cauntries by Catherine
Samary (lecture) (fdpp, £3)

# 9 The Formative Fears of the Fourth [nternational
(1933-1938 by Daniel Bensaid (leciure) (48pp, £2.50)

# 10 Marsism and Liberation Theology by Michael Lawy
{study) (40pp, £7)

Forthcoming:

@ 11 The Bowrgeois Revolutions by Robert Lochhead
Individoal orders: PO Box 705 London SW10 1514
Subscription for 5 lssoes of NSR (sarface £10; 1HOFF;
mir mail add 205 ). Please indicate with which msoe spb-
scription hegins {you may inctude back fssoes).
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We welcome your views and comments.
Wi o
Socialist Outleok, PO Box 705,
Loadon SWI1% IHA
(letters over 350 words may be edited)
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Three-phase Stalinlam

The article by Phil Hearse and Dave Packer
[ "The way out of @ tangle on Stalinigm’)
which appeared in S0 12 containg a
digtortion of my position. [ have never
aszented that the Chinese, Albaman and
Vielmamese states, regimes, or ruling
bureaucracices, are less authonlanan and

m anipulative than Khraschev's, not to say
Gaorbachev's Russia. At the most I said that
in #pite of thal authoritarunism, they enjoyed
more mass support up o a cerlain perod,
because of the role they played in the
revalution in their country (this applies to
China and Vietnam, probably not to
Albanin), But that is neither a question of
definition nor of theoretical analysia, but just
a gueation of facts.

I could sccept Hearse and Packer's
porition that a stalinist or neo-sialinist parry
iz one which subordinates the interests of
revolution (12: of the working class) in its
country, to those of any state bureancracy
{defined ag a hardened bureancratic caste
e-xen:isj_ng state power in a workers state} —
whether the Russian, Chinese, Yugoslay or
Viemamese one.

But such a definition reveals the
contradictions in Hearse and Packer’s
assessments, not in mine. To what nuling
state buresucracy did the Yugoslav
Communist Pirty subordinate the interests of
the Yugoslay revolotion in 12427 Or the
Chinese CP in the 1948 Chinese revolution?
Oir the Vietnumese CP in the Vietnamese
revolution in 19497 To the Russian
bureancracy T Obwiously not. To the
Yugostay, Chiness, Vielnamese state
koresucracies? But these did not exist in the
years cited!

S0 the cormect definition involvesa
three-phase appmach, The parties were
stalinist when they had an onentalion of
refusing to fight for the overthrow of the
bourpeois-nligarchic (in Vietnam, colonial}
state following the Moscow Ime. Then they
subordinared the interests of the revolution to
those of the Sovier bureaucracy

They broke with stalinism when they took
the conscions decision to change that
strutegic line and to fight for the overthrow of
the bourgeois statc, To this end they educaled
their adrea and mebilized hoge massss
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(nlbeit in a manipulative way) for that
revolutionary goal.

They became neo-stalinist parties when,
after having destroyed the bourgenis state
through their conquest of power, they started
to subordinate the intercsts of the working
clazs and of the revolution to those of their
own emerging national bureavcratic caste.

Thia ia a more complex, arsessment than
that of Heame and Packer. It might even
sound awkwanl Bul we don'l approech
theary from the point of view of whether it is
easily expressed or understood. We approach
it from the point of view of whether it
enables s to understand the moving reality
in its totality, without losing theory’s inner
coherence, This, I believe, is the case with
my definition of stalinism. It is not fully the
case with Hearse and Packer's definition.
Emest Mandel

Yugoslavia
Congratulations on Colin Meade's article,
Yugoslavia: Whe Will Take Charge?'. It did
at Jeast pot Milosevic's position into
perspective, and explained the balances of
power thal may propel him into the
Yugoalavian Communist Party leadership; or
not. There are few intelligent articles wnitten
on Yugoslavia at the moment sl a time when,
as Colin Meade points oul, we need 1o he
entering into senous debate about Yugoslavia.
However, Lfind the tendency o wrile off
Yugeslav socialism as purely “hurcaucratic’
disturbing, and an attempl lo cover up a lack
of undersanding of the Yogoslav aystem
which he admits “baffles everybody ™.
Yugnslavia has a long socialist tradition; 2
strong socialist party was formed in Bosnia
in 1908, and the Yugoslay Communist Party
{formerdy the Socialist Workers Party) is as
old as the federation itself. After the second
wirtld war, Yugoslavia was the only country
Lo be wholly liberated by its own partisans,
or, more accunately, by the Communist Party,
Y ugrslay sncialists refer to the war as the
“socialist revolution”, heheving il to be a
genuinely revolutionary struggle against a
capitalisl nppressor, albeit a foreign one. And
the “independent mad” which Tito
cstablished following the war waz arguably
the most democratic and accountable system
of popular socialist representation ever
established even if it was also the most
incomprehensible; one in seven Yogoslavs

holds some kind of elected political office!

k. d L% : ¥
November 1988: Ernest Mandel at Soclalist Outlook rally on Fourth International

Of course, the system has foundered,
inevitably perhaps for any socialist country
trying to ‘go it alone’. But we cannot afford
to write off the Yugoslay way as just
‘bureancratic”. It deserves, and must be
given, a pood deal more senous
consideration and dehate than that if we are
ever ta understand the true mots of
democratic socialism.

Petet Chowney
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Legacy of the WRP?

I was somewhat perplexed by the letter in the
50 12 mom Trevor Wongsam, which allepes
that Phil Heasze, in his eardier article
Thatcherism, the coming of the strong state’,
*...falls into the same lerminolngicel trap as
the former Worker's Revalutionary Perly, the
legacy of which is continued in the pages of
Socualist Newsletter.”

This assertion is all the more surprising as
Wongsam produces not a shred of evidence
to justify it

Socialist Newsletter has never
chamcterised Thatchensm as Bonepariism;
nor does it perpetuate the legacy of the WRP
n ils pages. Socialist Mewsletter was one of
the few publications which, during the
terminal crsts of the WRP, produced a series
of analytical articles and leaflets tracing the
explogion of the WRP to its sectacian roots, It
made a systematic critique of the WRP's
leftist and triumphalist line and
characterisation of the political period, which
had » contemporary expression in the
position that the miners' strike did not
culminate in a defeat for the working class.

Wongsam's remark thal Socialise
Newsletter continues the WRIYs legacy
rarics 0 broader problem, however. Are sech
unsubstantisled asmerdinng consgent with the
traditions of political debate among
Marxists? You will find litthe hasis in the
polemics of Marx or Lenin for such
throwawsy sideswipes.

If Wongsam — or anyone else — wails to
tat Soctalio Newsletter with a Healeyile
brush, can he at least produce some
documented evidence, please? Otherwise, he
will appear as just one more sectarian
substituting the politics of insult and
innuendo for honest Marxist discussion.

Communist prestings,

Mike Pearse,
Soclallst Newsletter
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Marxists and the Labour Party

Tane Kelly's review of ClI and Gluckstein's
The Labowr Party — a Marxist History (S0
12} identifies the real guestion today — that
is, the Way Lo formulate the relationship
between Marzian socialists and the Lahour
Parly in lerms of the interests of the working
class a5 a whole vis-a-vis the socialist goal,
What disturbs me is the formulation Kelly
reems 1o shars with Chif and Gluckstein —
that the Labour Party 1s sumething to “he
removed” (Kelly), Kelly mentions the united
fromt, but it seenys to me that for the
transfommative vision of the Marxist left o
gain influence, it is nocessary to generate a
real dialogus between all socialists
commilted Lo removing the Tores fm
office. In this task the Labour Party is an
inispenmble vehicle. To progress, the Teft
necds o put its own house in order. This
means applying the nomns of socialist
democracy to the way debates are fornmlated
and conducted within the labonr movesment
itself, The desire to ‘remove ' other working
olass parties from the scene is not ouly
against the spinit of socialist denocracy but is
counter-prosductve inoa socicty schooled in
the benelils of bourgenis democtacy,
Chris Madoc

A reply on the Tamils in Sri Lanka

The article 'Miding @ tiger frnte @ blind allev’
in Sectalin Ouidook 12 did not deal with the
mest buming questions conceming the
situntion for the Tamils in Sn Lanka,

Lo we support the demand for sn
independent Tamil Eelam? Do we support
the demand For the withdmwal of the 50000
fndian treopa S50 Lanka? And if we do, can
wae then give criical support o those Tamils
whin are fighting fora Tamil Eelam and who
are (mvolved in a war with the Indian
ocoupation force?

Lewving aside [or the lime being the
guestion of whether the plantation Tamils in
the Central and Uva provinces, and the
Ceylon Tamila in the Northemn and Eastem
provinces, are oag people ur two differsnt
peoples, anthors M. Manickam and Lal Silva
seeu fo agree with my original article — thal
both have for decades faced sevens repression
from the Sinhalese state and community.

Can we then also agree that if the Tamil
people in the North and East of Sri Lanka we
an oppresssd people we ninst surely suppuort
their srmggle for self-determinarion?

We scem to agree that we as socialists
should put such a struggle in a class
perspective, tying tounite the Tamil and
Sinhaless working class as much as possible.
But it 1= [ar from clear in M. Manickam and
Lal Silva’s article whether Lhey will support
lhe Tamilz' stmggle for an independent
Tamil Eelam:

They talk ahout ‘intervening in the
stmiggle for full democmacy.. .o create
conditions for a unified smuggle to overthrow
capitalist mule”. Does that mean that the
Tamils in the North and East cannot have
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WHILE the government forges ahead with its White Paper on the National Health

Service, apparently ready to dely doctors’ professional bodles as well as public
opinion, the fightback is still 1aking shape. ‘Hands Off Our Hospltals' meetings
and focal campalgns have been developing across London and how into other
towns, They can also Nnk up with battles against cuts and closures, ke this
pickel of 5t Stephen’s Hospital in Fulham which, along with four other hospitals,
faces the bulldozers. Further details of ‘'Hands Off Our Hospilals' campaigns and
pubicity materlal avaifable from London Health Emergency, 335, Grays Inn Ad,

London WC1.

national independence until cagitalism is
overthrown in Sei Lanka, and that the
national smggle is secondary to the class
struggle?

The article does not clearly say whether
socialists should demand a withdraweal of e
S0L000 Indian troops. Their position nn the
Indian-5n Lankan accord, which legalised
the Indizn cocppation force in the Norh and
East of 5n Lanka, scems to be: we neither
suppart oot oppose. (This also ssems o be
the position of the Revalutiomuy Marsist
Party of Sr Lanka). This iz not a scrions
pusition. What possihle progressive mle can
the Tndisn troops play? Nene, They are only
doing the dirty job that the Sinhalese stare

| has been unable todo. Al independent

sources confimm that the Tamil people see the
Lndian troops as & repressive pccupation
force. And they are nght!

Being unclear about an independent Tamil
Eelam and the Indian feoops, it is not
surprsing that M, Manickam and Lal Silva
refuse to give critical support to the mais
Tamil liberation froat, the Liberation Tigers
of Tamil Eelam {LTTE} They desenbe the
LTTE as a petry-bourgeois nationalist
termonst organisation without support from
the Tamil masses.

If that was the case, it is difficult ro explun
why the fourth largest army in the world still
hivve sot been able to defeat a few thoosand
terronists. We rught disapres with some of
the tactics of the LTTE, bul that should not
make us abandon the just struggle for
natienal independence.

There are many Hbemtion movenents
arctnd the world which do nol have perfect
programnmes or tacties. But that does nint
nsitke us tum away from doing solidarity
work and having discussions with them.
Finn jensen
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Motes and beams

Hrian Elkington in 50 |2 accuses Phil
Hearse-of ‘miarakes — in Tuct, history apd
analysis’. Perhapa. But whot comes to my
mind iz 4 Biblical proverh about muotes and
beamas,

Lreland an “advanced capitalist country” —
really this will not do — either as fact,
history or analysiz,

An advanced capitalist country which has
a part of its termnlory occupied, whose
govemmenl must always look o the approval
of the vecupying impenalist power, ils
economy comipletaly dominated by (an)
impenalizl power 5} forced 1o make in the
longterm extremely disadvantageouns
‘mweetheart” deals to encowrage foreign
investment, which has net even begun to
epproach separation of Chorch and State and
where, after all, the national libemtion
stmopple is still the central political question.

Perhaps S0 should step up its Insh
coverage?

Penny Duggan

PS *Wonten were paid less than men for
deing the same job' .. Equal pay has
suddenly hecome a reality in Britain?

P EE——
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Defend the Upington 29

The Upington 25 A covernge in the
are the largest -«-J&_;-, £ - South African press,
group facing the T . S 3 little or nothing has
gallows In South oy o wi¥ yet baen done In
Afrlcan Iegﬂl e s e 1 Britcin,
history. They have 1 The easons for this
baen convicted 5 apparant
on the same basis Indifference are not
of "common i difficult fo frace. The
purpose” used defendants are
against the supporters of a
shampevile 6. They range of different
shiould be the { ant-apartheld
subject of the organisations. The
same sort of ANC Iz not
intemctional s organisationally
campakgn. P oresant In Pabalelo.
The 25 wera w50 far it has been the
convicted of the Cape Action
1985 murder of a & League which has
muricipal s made the most
policeman n = effors o compalgn
Paballelo township, outside Upington, a town on the around the case.
border with Namibia. Most of the accused were There s absolutely no doubt that i the case had
comwlcted on the basls that they were part of a crowd happened In a strongheld of the ANC, tha Upington 25
which stoned the home of the municipal pollceman would be at the vely centre of the Intemational
before he wis kiled. also by a crowd of people. anti-apartheld movement’s campaigning effarts.
Maost of the defendants have been In prson snce Aprl It Is up to the small left In Anti-Apartheid In this country fo
1988 affer an 18 month hearing. The occused are aged bring this case forclbly to the attention of the whole
between 21 and &4. The youngest, Xolswa Dube, was 17 movement, Our gim should be to drag the Uplngton 25 to
at the time of her amest, She has since glven bith fo a the cenfrs of the AntkApartheld Movement's
baby gift whom she has called Innecentia, campalgning. In the same way as the Sharpevllle 6,
All of the defendents’ dependents are In dire financial became a central focus for the movement.
need, But e support has come from the usual sources Send letters of support and donations fo:
of prisoner aid, such as the South Afdcan Councl of Upington 25, ¢/o The Rural Worker, SACHED, 5 Church
Churches. And although the tial has recelived extensive Sireet, MOWBRAY 7700 SOUTH AFRICA
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Hugo Blanco released - but solidarity still needed

Intemational solicarnty action hos been succassful - Mexdoan PRT. is sHll missing. Telegiams of profest and
Peruvlon frotskyist Hugo Blanco (featurad in 50 133 has damands that the Mexlzan state retum Rlm allve and
now bean releassd affer protests In Sweden, Balghum, unhamned shouid be sent to!

Switzeiond, Gemmany, Spain, France and across Latin Caros Salinas de Gaortiar, Presidente Constifucional,
Amerca and the Unifed Stafes, Estoadas Unldos Mexlcanos, Palocio Nacional Mexico DF,
But José Ramsh Garcia, denmppad mernier of he Mexico

READ SOCIALIST OUTLOOK EVERY MONTH -
the magazine for the serious left

Special rates for regular individual subscribers:
1 year’s subscription (ten issues) for

£7.50 (inland); £10 (Europe); £15 (outside Europe)

(multi-reader institutions £17 inland, £30 overseas)
B T .o i S e B N B e B T s SR S R AR BT
B . .o reeeeeereressmneneioes senpsansssenstrens ssnsssnynsnsrrsssssssss sosistsmbissersmrassarveserisiseensriormrsissssinuseinsriss
Subscription to start from issue number ....................
(Return to Socialist Outlook, PO Box 705, London SW18 1HA England.

o o -




