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Fighting Thatcher’s third term

YEs, it really did happen. The predictions made in this
magazine and glsewhere of the vutcome of Neil Kinnock's
election campaign have been borne out. The task for social-
ists, in the words of the well-worn phrase. if to *neither laugh
tor o ory but to understand’. Only if we understand the
scope of the Tory attacks to come, only il we grasp what
happened during the clection and if we understand the
massive patential for a working class fightback can we hape
tu turn the tide.

Elsewhere in this dissuc we attempt to cxplain the
election outcome. Among other things we point out the
gigantic ¢lass pularisation which underlay the clection result
and how, despite this, Thatcher was able to engineer an
election vietory, which Rinnock’s campaign was unable to
overcome. But what are the prospects for Thatcher's third
term?

Tn order to restore the profitability of British capitalism
the Tories need to inflict massive new defeats on the working
class. The problem in dning so is twaofold, First, the world
cconomy. is going into & new recession, which will hit the
booming finance sectors of the economy, and necessitate
even greater attacks on living standards. Second, the Tories
have to face a working class which, despite all the defeats it
has suffered, iz still massively unionised and capable of
sustained outbursts of siruggle and militancy,

In Eurupe, the examples of France and Spain this year
have shown that there is a general wpturn in the levels of
working class combativity. In Spain especiully, a working
class thought to be smashed and demoralised has responded
with struggles of near general strike proportions. It is
virtually impossible that Thatcher can carry through her
third (erm without encountering working class resistance on
a grand scale especially as millions of workers discaver that
Thatcherism is incapable of providing the kind of genera-
lised prosperity which has been promised [or the market
ECOmOMmY.

The task for the lefe, as we argue helow, is ta link
themselves and give leadership 1o the coming struggles, bur
also 1o provide what Neil Kinnock cannot and will nat
provide — a socialist vision capable of galvanising resistance
in the Lalour Party and the trade unions. For the fact {s (hat
although Neil Kinnock's election campaign was slick and
popular with many constituency activists, it offered nothing
in terms of a radical way out of Britain's cconomic and social
crisis, Indeed. as many people noticed, there was much in
common between the policies of the Labour Parly and those
of the Allance. The conclusion we need to draw is the
opposite ol those wha want a new ‘left” realignment with
sections of the disintegrating Alliance, What is needed is.a
new left realignment in the labour movement which will
reach out to the mullions disaffected with Thatcherism
already, and the millions more who will desert Thatcher in
the future, 10 mobilise them around a programme of sncialist
change.

What are the crucial areas of struggle in which the
working class will have to confront Thatcher?

Housing has been ane of the areas of public spending
muosl devastated by Tory cuts since 1979: now Thatcher
wants to hive off whole council cstates to private manage-
ment and ownership, while municipal house-building grinds
to a virtual balt. Rack-renting private landlords will be
cncouraged, while profitcering development of inner-city
districts is aimed at dispersing the presenl Lahour-vating
inhabitants and supplanting them with Tories. It is clear
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from the queen’s speech that further immigration legislation
14 planned as the Tories continue to use racism 1o divide the
working class,

The Tories plan to strip Labour councils of almaost all of
their powers, New laws will try to compel them to put
services out to tender. Politically gagged, ratecappod and
tied by even tighter spending controls {(and soon the reac-
tiasary pull tax) there will be nn help for councils ficed by
financial ruin after borrowing heavily to maintain services,

The growing crisis of the NHs will iutensify rapidly, as
cash limits force many health districts — especially in the
sputh east — to cut back on numbers of paticnts and close
some major haspitals,

The cut backs in the 8H3. the closing down of nurseries
as local authorities run vut of money, the artacks on educa-
tion provision; all hit women disproportionately as the
welfare state is replaced by privatised care by wnmen in the
family. And as the Tories continue tn restructure British
capitalism to jmprove its profitability, mbre and more
wamen are employed ascheap labour in part-time or tempor-
ary jnhs,

Youth — whether still a1 school, unemploved or in
low-paid work — arc alse in [or another foul doswe of
Thatcherite medicine. Young people will be literally press-
ganged into phony ‘training' schemes, and ¥vT35 will increas-
ingly replace adult workers in low-paid jobs in hospitals and
elsewhere. Thousands of woerking class kids will face a
resturation of second-class schooling as Thatcher moves to
impose ‘Victorian values' of selection and privilege wn
education.

Privatisation of virtually cvery surviving nationalised
indusiry 15 alse part of Chancellor Lawson's plan to sell aff
every available asset to pay lor tax cuts Lo the rich, despite a
growing economic crisis. And of course the trade unions face
A new nnslaught,

These, iogether with the production lines and
wirkplaces, will be the battlefields marked out by the Tory
determinatinn toreshape not anly the ecomomv but the whole
of British socicty, These attacks are being prepared even
now: the labour movement fur its part needs to prepare to
fight back with a new tenacity, recognising that there is
going t¢ be no Labour government guickly riding to the
rescue.

The ciuse is far from hopeless: the run-up to the election
saw waves of sirike action by teachers, civil servints,
carworkers and others, These strikes may have emhbarrassed
Neil Kinnock and the TUC leaders who tried and failed o
stop them, but they are the sure sign that workers are still
ready to fight. Arthur Scargill’s speech to the Yorkshire
mincrs” gala drew the biggest applause of the whole day when
he called for direct action now to resist the Lory artacks,

In taking their uxe to education and to jobless vouth, the
Tories are risking a political fightback by students and
working clazs and black youth on a scale not seen for many
vears, Uhe seeds of resistance are being sown.

With all the signs pointing to a further swing to the right
by mast union leaders since the election it is clear that there
1+ no easy guarantes of success for those workers who take up
the fight.

The challenge hefore the left in the unions, in the
campaigns and in the Labour Party 15 to develop a program-
me af activo te give confidence and leadership to the
struggles that do break out. Socialive Outlook will be taking
up that challenge,
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ltalian Communist Party suffers poll defeat

THE RESULT aof the recent
Ttalian elections i significanr
i many respocts, While the
elecraral strengthening of the
government is undemahle, thas
was achioved throtigh a
squeszing of the minor
govermmental partics between
the Chinstian Dempcrats andd
the Socialists, the muopor
coalifion partners: It s
therefore mor a saluiw
long standing crisis of
hourgeals political leadership

1L e

Ay the same L, the
Carmcnunsse - Party (000
suffered & seriows defe

cauged directly by 1ts vwn
poticy: Thig was not, however
a defeat of the workinme class
and the oppressed, There has
pot been any simple shift 2o
the right. The successes of the
Greens and ol the Tisry of
Proleranan Llemooracy on
which the Lega Comunista
Rivoluzionaria, seotion ol the
Fourth Internaniomal, stood 1is
own candidarcs, represent o
postive factor in this context.
The political crisis which led
o the early clections cime
about as & resull of the power
struggle berween the magor
government partners, Rarely
have the degenecation nf
Tralian political instinarions
and the contempr for the
clectorate’s peeds and
intelligence boen more evitdenl.
But, in spite of all this, the Ci
has been politically paralysed
Ax a consoruence of 1t
acceptance of rapitalist
ansterly policies and s seéarch
tor fall legitimiacy in the eyes
of the bourgonisie as o party
capable of ‘responsible’
governmient, the CPs
upposition in parliunent has
become more and more fake.
It his allnwed 2 governmomnt
that has always been
wnpopalar in itz policies (for
example, in the sinng ol cruse
piisgiles, and Lhe cuts mthe
sliding drzle of wages and in
secial expenditure) bu never
strong 1o continge in office
TheiP's political sirategy,
tagether willi thar of the anisn
leaderships, has been largely
responsile for the weakening
of wnrkers” strapples, the
fragmentation of demands, rhe

disorganizanon of movemconts
Tt eouldn’t and cannot provide
any answrer Jor the fight hack
nf the working clasgs, the
potential [or which has
recently been proved again in
the develupmenr af the anti-
nuclear mass movement
arvund the demand of a
referendum o stop noclear
centres, in the fight of the
wiorkers at Alfa Romeo,
threatencd by Fiat's rakeover,
aatel especially by the struggles
uf the Genoae dockworkers and
the reachers, where significant
forms of seli-organisation have
develnped. It s the political
void Jefe by the P which has
made the success of the
gowvernmental paries possible

I'le Christian Democrars
recouped a listle on their poor
1983 reaule with 52,55, while
Cipaxi's Sociallst Parry is
awarded a 2 9% merease lor
goodd services dope ta the
bourgeoiste, geming 2 14.3%
share ol the vore. The lusses of
the CF amounted 1o 3.
{800, 000 vates! ), Their share

s

Matta, leader of tha Italian Communist Party

of 26.8% 15 a pre-1968 kind of
result. A closer look presenta
an eyen worse picture: losses
are particularly heavy in'the
b cities | for example,
Bologna -49%, Naples -5%
Furin -5.3% ) and in working
clase arcas (near Milan up w
-6% ), The politcal blow is
serius but 1t s probabily wo
early (o assess how the
leadership will react or what
effect it will have on the
party's internal crisis, and how
it will affect their burcancratic
conrrol of the workers'
MOy Emens

To the left of the CP there
WOre some pogitive resulls.
The Greens enter parliament
for the first tme, their vore
expressing especially the anti-
puchear mobilisaions over the
last year, with 969,334 votes
(2.5% navonally and very
often more than 3-45% in the
big ciries), thirteen MPs and
one scnator. Proletarian
Demncracy Inroases 108 vore 10
1. 7% (642,021 voues) and now
has eighr Mis [ + 1) and one
SEMALOT
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These two results certainly
express, althouph at differem
lTewvels, & positive rudicalisation
to the left.

It 15 cliffie
whal will happen mn the

ukl EQ POTERCT T

munths abead. The campaign
for the enn-nuclear
referendum, the reopening ol
teachers” mobidisaticn, and
next automn's Bbudmed should
be on the polivcal apenda
Certainly the stronuest
opposition will have o be
organised g the atracks that
will |_1|::|=J,|:||_|_'."_-|’.|j'-.‘|:-3.-' be carried
out with renewed vigour by
the new Lovernment
regartiless of what form the
coalilion 1akes

I'he working ¢lazs necds
regain the initiatve, The
developmont af forms of self-
srganisanon 1 osrruggle and ol
the vpposition ta the
buresucrrctes and their
policies within rhe irade
uptons, such as Democrazis
Crnsighare in the communist-
led €01 confederation will be
very important in this respect
MARCO VALSANIA

Juby! Baigesy 19T




EVEN BEFDRE the election
Avsiin Kover manpgomont
el stepped up their gnslaughs
againar the workloree, lorcing

i niew shitft patterns, more
speed-up and [eesh disciolinary
avtipn

Ihe compeiny alsn
unslaterally. announeed thar i
will b taking a three-yvear

hodiday” from makmg

contribitinng to the pension
ar hiemin — saving them V.27
nf their wage hll (L80hn)
In response, workers-have
ghown a real willinunes w
fight back, In the Swindon
press-shop, omss meetiy
voted (U ol a stewarcds
endation L Negoie @

pew sl ft pattomn anel inscad

recor

tw ban, ovormmn
Ar the Cowley hoidy pl
workers — angered by a huoge

nt

drop in their bonus payments

- voted time and 1LT)

gainst allemngs by union

leuders vl their long-
ranning overtiroe b, and
fav sirke

stipeel u b

However, the age-old
problem of the nmion
fegilership has anee again
lrrapght the end of bath
ACFINS.

At Swindon, siewards
refused (o boold ey the olwviols
militaney Ut could have
halted supphes ol components

o Cowlev, [onghmdge and

_|;Ig'.1;l{ Istead they thaistee
thot the new shifrs weore
incvitable, and when i came
o 2 hallor for serike action the
wonding insisted thar gven if
the workers voted lor a strike
this srewards wouald suill
negotiaie the bes) possible
izl

Mot surprisingly the serike
halloe was lost — wrnd posy
almost all 1,800 Swindon
wirkers are un throe-shif
wirking

At Clowley, oo, the problem
of Lightlng the dnscrupuleus
right wing TGWU leadership in
Lhie bty plant as well as
managemen proyel
insrrmrentalsle

['wiy mass meelings were
held, The firs heard a
seewards’ proposal 10 suspend
Minar

members thought s

rhi ervertame ban

recommendanon was voted

e and the chawr, Loy
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On the line at Cowley
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Carworkers fight continues

Willamaon, needed physicat
predte Hoer Leoent @ storm ol
protesl when he deelared i
rarmieed, | he seconed mass
carred & srowarrls

MEOHng
recommiendanon 10 e all
SANCTINNRS AAMET Thy company
Thiz has sroked 1p
tremendous hostiliny

¢ plant leadership

Ards

the |
I'his hos cagsed problems
strece s Willizmson himsell, for

tie chinir ol the ERVE

WEEE

WU Lranch v the

ol

plit, Omully lely the loctor

i werksapo) wilh six
moanths of his term ol allice
lele. The
rigiie wing Spporicts proposed
than the vice-chatr:shagle

eonyenor andl s

ssinply Chver hisposioinn —

elerrinm

el uny fre

N othr

thers

VLD Baecn e T

i by rhe

OYeTTar

bierehip, whin called f

[T

ar rthe arst Branth

Mo e rarhe wing

territivel diut o tell cumiidute

Outlook for socialism

Charlenk o Socalism' =0
werekend ol debate and
thiscussion in Lenden on
151408y Nuvember, 1t will
frrow jde i opportunity e
socialears (o exmmine oo
discuss cuestions like

® Wil are the nuumn Lissks lor
sociaisty isicle the trade
uninns and workploces?

® Whar shinold seicialisis be
doing both muide and aorsich
the Labour Parre?

® What can wnd should
spcialists deoo assist and
widen the soraggles of (he
ANEOTOITOUE mywermenrs of he
pppresserd

® Whaot must we do Lo :.'II']P
Landd & wnited resistance to
artarks on cvil ibectes.

®Whar are shre hedr wavs o
a1
narsomal ltherannn srriggles!

®\Whar should be the amntude
of socialists o Garbéchey anid

e v Bovoe Elniond
'C||-|_':1|-.|;:1. will ferclucke gatests

A=A st 310G

CHIARISL

frovm tne tlerpananal sacialise
prvverincit, imcmibers of the

Parhan

wnrary Laboar Parny
Iabour Pan

rank and filk

rorivisrs, menibers of socialist

anzannns oueside the
Labwowar Parry, activisis i thr
trade unicns, the women's

muovement, the black
mverens, the antl-tmpepalisg
campatgns, the leslinn and
way movernent and socialisis

detive i literars and cwliurs!
Nelds

miay win — hag been loreed o
the fengihs of calling an
il lal mass meeting in oan
attempl wy uverrule the branch
aecistom fnd call.a plant-wide
ballor for the vacant. post
With' managemenl on the
rumpage;, Austin Rove
wioirhers desperatcly need @
bireak in the bankropr
lealerslups thur have snld oue
aF strupeles time after tme

AUSTIN ROVER SHOP
STEWARD

There will be a
professionally-mn creche;
accormmodation with socialists
in London; sccess for people
with disabilities to all plenary
sessrons anc most workshops
us well as fond, a social and a
bar.

Participants in “COotlook for
Sncialism” can get
eomeessionary rail lures 1o the
conierence.

Registranon for the whele
wirrkend i 10,00 {waged ),
L300 (students) and £3 00
(LIB40 and OAP:). I registenng
before 51 Augost, £2.00 can
e eleducted from all of the
FegIStration categores.

See the back cover for regioretiin
Jorm
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NUM conference ignores sacked miners

THE EXNTIILUSIASTIE responss
to Arthur Scargill's hard
hitting speech at this year's
Yorkshire miners gala —
gspecially his call for direct
action to fight Tory arracks
showed that militancy iz srill
alive and well in the NUM.
However the agénds for thig
yvear's NUM confércnoe in
K othesay offers htde of
suhatance now that Thiawcher’s
clection viciory has squashed
the life put of resclutions
calling for dction by “the nexr
Lubur government’!
Miawhers inn an agenda
focussed largely, on detensive
demands s there any reforence
1ix the miners sl aacked and
vicrimissd as 3 resule ol the
193841-5 strike: Thore are o
praposals on.the nexd steps 1o
the fight lur their
reinstatement, despite
remurkihly aolid strikes an
their supgort an the lew
montlis prior to the election
These class war casealies
had been told to wan for the

Imprisoned Kent miner,
Gary Hawall.

rerurm of a Lahour
FOVOTTIRTNT L IO an
emergrney resolution i negced
t commit the univn o further
induatrial action W secaie their
reinstaterment

Ihe mam tssucs up oy
debate as conference are of
course pay, the manigement
drive 1o spged-up, the fonger
watking weck and ‘inceniive’
AEICEIICNEs,

I'he Yorkshire area has
tihled & string of amendments
catling, for

® inoreased wages sn o

n
]
2
k
2
g
&
2
E
o
=
&
2

salaried hasis to moorporate
the incentive bonus scheme
into the weekly wapge —
backed up by provision for a
naronal delegate conference

®an NUM working party ™
draw up an aliermitive
stralegy o mangement's
"Wheeler Plan’

® upposition o the varnus
incentive schemes — rhe
'Doncaster’, "Kellingly™ and
‘Derhwshive' oprions which are
central o tho Wheeler Plan

Motrs NUM condemns the
Coal Board’s attacks on the
working dav and working
week ancd insisls: *we shonld
stick o the adage of nor a
periny ofl the pav, nora
eiriute o the: day

Mone of the three
reanlunons from Souch Wales
arca mentions thoe
controversial Marga
propusals ur changes in
workiny praclices

However . Seotland
Comrnunist Party-led anrn-
Scargillites contimue thei

NALGO conference swings left

THIS YEAR™S Blackpool
corglerenee ol NALGO,
Britiun's biggest whirte collar
URAON, SAW AN IMPOrtant
surgen the mfinence of rhe
fefr. Diespire the fatlure of the
et in pecent years Lo win
seals on the wion s 7 U-person
execulive, OF 10 CONsLruct i
viable national movement ¢n
the lefr, itz infheenice ar
conference was considerahle

The first and major step
forward was the decision 1o
ballet NALCO members un
serting upa political fund.
This move, hacked hy the
naticmal execative, was a
direct result of the high court
Judlgement against MALGO s
million pound *Make People
Matter” rampaign in defence
of the public services. The
fourl fownd that the unwomn
had broken the 1984 irde
union legistasion by financing
the campaign oot of noomal
unicn funds, rather than a
political fund, durimg an
election period.

The ballo for & political
lund i a major challenge for

the lefi. Vhe last sanilar ballet
s DO resulied s heavy
‘nn’ vore. Ouly a snharannal
rampaign will produoce 2 more
favourable resulr this time

wALGO reaffirmed s
deicrminatinn o hoveott the
grvornmnni s slave labour |6l
Traming Scheme, & move
which has been [ollowed by
the TGWLU and mmayv resislrin
the TUC pulling ant as well
This would puit in question
the: TG s rale in all Msc
acheimes,

Palicy victories for the lofr
mcluded e adoption of a
resolution on Lreland, more
vadical than the policy of any
nrther union; calhng for an
end o strip searching,
Diplock courts, plasnc hallers
and e Prevention of
TorroristnAct. The resolution
alsn called fora united
Ireland, as the only st
lomg-tern sebution, bot the
executive managed 10 dmeisd
it b inchade the words by
peacelul means”.

Conference also decrded to

digaffiliate from the Trade
Uinign Friencds of Terael, o
mipve spearheaded by NALGO s
wersasinely infuential black
members groap. Dther gaims
ted by the hlack memhbers
group inchided suppirt for the
calfpaign aghinst the
deportation of Vi) Menchs,
and a motion instrucring the
MEL nor to employ fascises —

i mmove sparked off by
revelations abuout one of

NALCO s Liranch
aclministracors, Srragserite’
wi-cr Paul Kingsley, The
conforenoe also decided
affiliare to the Narional Jusriee
for Miners Campaign.

The biggesr lefr frimgn
menting arconfoerencn was the
{i-arrong W ALGO for
Labwnae’ pwr-ob-election rally,
sponstred by NALGO Srfing
andd e Morming Star, which
fraturcd sacked miners Teader
Terry French, execunve
miember Jn White, Mike
Hicks nf Sngar "B2, Wayne
Farah of the black membiers
group and Corcline Sikorsk

back-srabbing rampaign
through a resolovdon for a mle-
chanpe next year (o lumce
elections and re-election of
full-time positions. This can
anly bean amack on Seargill
singe Peter Heathficld will go
anyway within fwa vezrs, anid
g successor will face regular
re-clertinn under existing
miles

There = oo doubt thae
Seargill's conunuing [irm
stand apainst cencession: on
the working week and
commiitment 10 clase senen =
a mayw embarrassment o COF
and soft left area leadestups
seeking L0 comprose witl)
British Coal bosses

e thiis b st be delended
by NUM militants, while the
further rganisation ol a
[ezhiting left swinig rank and fle
15 essentiad to beat back the
renewed maagement ollensive
which wall fake shipe under
Thatcher’s third term
WILLIAM HEAD
Yorkshire NUM

el WALk Ariefing

MALGO members are going
Lo b oy thie Jorelront of new
Tory antacks v all public
serveces; and in the liche
agamsr the privatsalion of
local grvermmetit, elecleluly
andwarer. The higges
weakness ol the comferenor
was the lock of disenssiom and
arrategy. o Lhese crucial
izsnes. Tt s o these
(UESTINNE, AF 0N U guestion
if pay, thar the grip of the
pativnal Fxcounive 15 Sl nEesL
I'he teit in the union, despite
conlerence victories, will be
tegied oo its abibity o
orgamse arcund these fssues,

T doimg g0, 11 will be
hampered by the lack of a
national nrganised Tefi wing, a
result of sahorage of several
successive Broad Lofr
srrurtures by thie AMflitant and
Marnmg Slar sipporiers. Bul i
successiul campaign for a
pulitical fund could begin mw
ture thus around, and follow
up the lefl's conlerence
wrctaries with more solid
orgamnisatiomal gains
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Zionism and anti-
semilism

Dear comirades,

Jobm Turkie's articls
Socialist Ouilook” No. 1, *Ane-
shomisin and antl-semlsm’,
inadvertantly highlights the
ease with which anti-ziomsm
can slip nto concessions (o
anti-sermitlsm, rather tian
proving his intonded objective
of showing a clear difference
herween the rwa. The article 15
spattered with dangerously
wrong propositiens which are
grast to Ue mill 1o ant-
sermites.

e gy Gormercial and
aritsan pharacter of fudarim,
keretage af o fong hiterical pait

This 58 nonon which sadly
hag 3 pedigree which inchedes
Marx hamself (On the feaeon
Clusition ) and which, il followed
through ln@cally, as Nars
does in thar eext, leads wo the
conclusion thar snoalisys mughT
b be fundamenrally oppused
w | udaism ‘because of jis
petty. Bourisess essengis . The
stupiclity of this proposarion
hocomes clear later om in John
Turkio™s article, when, 1n
ATEUINE againsl & racial
defimition of Jucatsm (and T
dgree with him on thar) he
demanstrares the enormmes
diversity of world Jewry which
cannot tonceivahly have an
roonttnie hitmogennity any
mnre thin 4 racial
homogeneliy,

Lanking specifically ar rhe
context in which [uln Turkic
1 making his flaim —
eurspean Jewry in the periad
leading up w the rise of
fascism, we see a wide
cliversity in the eoomonic
pasition in which Jews were 1o
be found. The ‘rommercial
character ol Judaism® 5 an
anti-semitic myth: John
Tuorkie should know betier.

‘Finntin captiulaier to dni-
semiteim

Aceording fu zvoriim, | ralker
than waste time m o futile frohi
apainil anii-semitiom, Jewy skould
Hmply drmpraie dn @ Jernixh
fameland ' )

There i an ambamaity here
s to whether John Turkie is
sayving that the logical
conclusion of zronist principles
15w abandon the fight agains
anti-semitism or whether he j»
saying that zionists actually do
always abandon this arrusgle.
I he means the latter, he s
simply wroni and this is 3

SOTALSTOUTLOOR ie T JulylAugurr 1987

piartlcularly pernicious error.
T be sure, sections of the
zionist leadership may have
playved a dexpicable role in
relation 160 the fght against
anri-zenitism. How many
movements does |obn Turkie
suppart which have leaderships
or tendencies within it whose
hiands are direy anc Lloedy —
many, I'm sare. But on the
ground zionistz have been
actively iovolved in sich
strugples. often laying down
their lives,

Jobny Turkie is correcr mo say
thiar there vs. ullimitely, a
defeanse logic in the zionist
poston. What he refuses to
understand is thar fogic |uas
bieen tmposed by 3 vast historoy
nf persecution, torear ancd
genacinls, not by rhe
reaelivnary wdeas af & few
momisl philpsophers ang
lraders. Histoey seems o be
teaching [ews that, wherever
wie go and whatever we do, we
have ne puarancee of survival

Afrer all, other peoples have
beon wiped vul entirely in
hisrory, Cleirly we should
stand up-and fkhi for our
rights throughout the waorld,

but the esiablishiment of o
secre sancerary does seem W
b a wise precavtion. It ig the
desire for such sanguary
which forms 1lie basis ol
zonism'= near hegeimony of
Jowish polines. Revalutionary
sncialism has vet w offer
cuimvinelag alteratlve to wtishy
thar desire.

“he specifer featare of zianiin
wliaeh dictinguisher 1t from adl
ather mindern seitler colontialion
FrgineTens 14 thut 3 tednted the
canntey sieedfs Ve mdipinous
Pl wwere not Mercfore ta br
eipilatesd fui fotally refrilaced.

These featires are by oo
AN UGS 20 sioniE
celrmialiszn, The colonisation
of Morth America, Australia
and New fealand was similar,
only in thiese cases, the

cofnmialists engaged in g policy
ul gurdght wenucide rather
than displacernene and
dispasaession.

Phere 15, however, a unigue
feulure of zonis colonisatnm
which Juhm Turkie omis to
el thr rolanid
]'EI“"'!',IJL'z dis nor Fave ag
imperialist hormeland, |le
absence ol any hamicland is.

afier all, preciscly why thes
are there! The imperilist
powers [or whom they are
effertively a calomial proxy are
countries with whirh mest
Israelis have no historicsal
"."-’J‘Im'l'.l'.rinrl WI]H!GE]E\'EF.

This erucial dilference
botween Tiraclis and other
eolonial proples dies not
alleviate the plight of the
Palestinian people one o, Lt
does, however, have profourd
implicatinng fur their national
liberation srruggle, both in
rermis ol defining objectives
and in [www it can be
suceessfully prosecuated.

L am not a zionist, My
DPPOsIton W zitnism rests
pritarily on the terrible
suffering inflicted upen the
Palestiplan penple by zionisc
colomisation and then Ly the
lsrach state qtself, John Torkic
iz doing no favours for the
Palestinian people by
assiciating their struggles with
ideas taken, however
uncansciously, from the world
ol anri-semutic myth, Needlesss
e say, lieis doing no favours
for Jews erther
Dave Landau,

Londan

Stop burying
yourselves in the
Labour Party!

Comrade,

Reading arricles by John
Lister 1= fike watching u small
child playing with huilding
bricks — all the bricks are
thers, he wuches mos af {hem
bt fails 10 construct anyibing.
The ey e co-wrors with
Fhil Heurse i the opening
issue, of Socralisr utfaek is no

different,
Fndless acadermic armcles
that elaiz L. o provide the

kind of aualyiical and palitical
appraach that is vital . for
e roming batles agaims the
.- Blreaucrucy” are no
sabstirute lor understaneling
the dvnaics ol the *variogs
wings and layvers” of tha
burcauc gy

Much ol the arricle was
taken up with bald facts
without any attempt at
undersranding how the left or
the working rlass have arrived
ar the situaticn thar they jre
now In, Yel withour knowing
the hitrovical backieround i 1s

difficalt tn assess anvibung for
the future. The historcil
Backuround af the Labour
Paviy and she tare of sucialists
witliin it i rhere for all (o see

It is vudy by loeking ar the
origing and History of the
Labronr Parey thae we can
wrederstand s dynurmigs
leday

The facr is thial desplie its
undepable nrganic lak with
the: working class {(via the
trace wniens) thee Tabour
Party. [ruem its inreprion has
nevor Beeneven a maichpicoe
for militane working class
aspiraticns and any socialise
that hassiood by working class
principles has been eicher
mravginalised or drummed put
of the party

Tris clesr woall but the mose
be-smngged nunda thar rhis
will always be the case, How
cin it be any different when
the whole machine s geared (o
the parliamontary road rm
reformism? To ey and miake
ke Laboor Party a socialist
oot s akin 1o de-ratling a tram
and expecting it to travel by
road — evin of you cliange the
driver it simply En' L gving o
work:

The Lister/Hearse article
admits that it s possible that
socialists will “seck wlutivns
outrside the {Labour) Party'
and claims that this 5 a
prablem. They do not,
however, explain why this it a
problem.

It is easy 1o claim 1o be 3
revolullonary socialist, and
with a good education you can
write tniles of polemics, but o
BE a revolutionary you must
think in terms of organising a
fighthack that is based firmly
in the working class.

The alternarives are quite
dear then: stop being a
revolutionary or come outside
the Labwour Party. Mo amount
nf pedantic pontification can
alter that basic fact,

Somie good class fighters will
continue to bury themselves in
the warmth of the Labour
Party and many sectarian
academics will carry on their
irrelevant sniping, splirting
and fusing. Meanwhile [ .shall
continue to help build a
fighting socialist organisatiun
— the Socialist Workers!
Party,

D. Hammuond,
Londan



[IERE HAS WEFN a creglive rension at all
ALY conventions between thoss who believe
in ‘detente from  below’ and
blieve in ‘derenze lrognaboee’
stress direcr action, extra-parliamentary e
rivity, solidarty with rhe oppressed across
natival  boundaries.  The  latter  stress
dialogue with thuse polirteal, tracde o o
other leaders who have state puwer, soless
siare power Of expectations of sare power
Tn the early 1980s, the Turopran peace
movements grew 10 protest ar the planned

thinse who
The former

deployment of cruse missiles, Feace camps
fike thuse @t Greenhom Common in che UK
and Comisn-m Sicily canght the imaging-
tion. Links were forged with the wuommen's
muvement, with national Libemuon strop-
|__-h_-§, with dissident groups m o the Sralest
states, with ecological and dhird. world con-
pemns, The principle of *detente from helow
ganed ground

With (he armival of ¢ruse 1 Eneopean
bases, many peace aclvisin saw the need to
take w more fraditional, polecal road amd

put pressire on the mass parties. The con-

cept ol “detenre drun above’ has gained
credence

I'he rpain problem here has Leen,
however, that the lgaderships of the Euro-

pean gocialise and Stalinusr parties have tried
1 eoneenl and (o use the western pedce
mvernenes [or their own purposes. Perhags
the most obvious example wos Goneales’
Socialist Party in 3pain, which loopic a
general elecrion on the basis of “no to NaTD’
then prompely switched is position durilg
the subsequent veferendum. Another ob-
vious example s the srrategy ol the Seevie
and Warsaw pact gnvernments to influenee
the western peace movements siber divestly
or through their agents in the lvaderships of
the westernt commumnist parlies: [0 is havdly
surprising thar the most radbcal el in
the Eurupean pebce movenirnis have been
the Greend and even church groups like pax
christi who are not prepared to-surrender in
dependence or direct actinn lor shutt et
LIELETES :

Amone peace activists there 5 & healthy
democeatic and
was shown st

seepliciam towards sooial
Stalinist Ieaderstilps, This
year al the Fary convention,
Wise, speaking on behall of the NEG of the
Bringh Labour Parry, promesed a Labour
soverpment in 187 with w full-hlnwn ant
polivy, The British
pliauded enthes the rest

where: Audrey

uckear ma jority of
delegzied

ol otk - cpmveniion

Ik

Hunganun clitpendent wteat tHome

END CONVENTION

« €Y Gorbachev’s
proposals

The sixth END international
peace convention takes place in
Coventry this summer from 14
to 19 July. Over 1,000 peace
activists are expected from over
30 countries, Lhis is a unique
opportunity {or us to find out
what is really happening in
dilferent countries. Previous
conventions have been held in
Brussels, West Berlin, Perugia
{Tralv).
(near Paris). Next year's

Amsterdam and Evry

convention will be in Sweden.
Here DAVE SPENCER,
convenne of the local Coventry

comivention organising

comImitiee, EIVes SOIe

background to the issues
expected to be discussed.

the Fronch chair of the convennon was mav
et o say “perhaps we shoold kecp Audrey as
a hestage here in France to make sure that
the promises are kept’

The comvention is 10 Britian i
minsr inevitahly condoot @ post-mormern en

s wiar and

the genersl cloction and e rale of rthe
Labour Party and the CXD leaders, There 35
= muwur credibility cip between she en
thusiasmm declared by st Gr beaders lor
the Labgwr Party’s delence poalicy and the
actuul presenrarion ulthe palicy by Kinoock
and cu. I'he debare during the
[ow bew and stressed: comimimmnnt oo SATED
crmventingal weuponry
The Framncid
non-nuclear

rlection was

and (o innrrasing
befire anything wore-nuelear
Finer commented an the
detence policy part of the Labour mamiesen,
‘it ey een toned dewn o the point where 5
is dlmost an apologetic foomorne’.

Wrse Labour Parmy's -
siggenee on slence and inponviey

etill was the
froom 155

supporters, Trade wnion feaders called aff

industrial and sinke acrian hecause nf rhe
slection, The CRD-leadeeship cancelied the
Essex 2500 May L3 despomstration and mads

ne puhiic crincism whistzaevar of the T abau

Fanaly andd lear

NRalgT was a fa

The axly prople impressed by slick advers
ing and media poverage were the advertiser
aml the media people themselees, The whole
e of moed of the sme wirh some oppor-
Leiiist jettisoning of “unpopuiar’ potlicies fike
anti-nuclear peace polivies, st be resisied
After all we already have one Tory party —
whn needs another? The only way 10 con-
viner the ' modedle ground” i=.te step up cxrra
parliamentary, activity 1o show the that vou
fcan whit vou say. To flatter and parronise
penple cvnbeally meais you gel treated with
the contempr you desorve

The majnr issue ar the convention will be
Gurbachev's disarmament proposals: There
will he different visws on what the arrimde ol
jhe western  prace  muoyemnent - should  be
towards  Lhem there have
threats of splies i the END intérniational
approzches to the of-

Adredy T
limison Cammities wve
fictal peace movemenis of casten Europe as
compired rothe dissicdent independenl peace
griaps — whether, how and where eich
shoulil i mvieed wospoakc: Tt will be very n-
teresting ro assess fran nformed coneribo-
fions  exartly happrning 1 the
Salinigr stutes and hew lar “glasiass’
pial ar a cosipgie oxerose. From pags con

whal s
i5 4

verrons thioss whn want to make thewestern
leaders dor
treared  with

chees
will b

QUACT TRUVEIENTS Tt
sovier peace prlicies
SECTICIRITL

There ax - glaring noeetl  for politicul
arswers 1 e peare movernent based on the
prinmples
diependence from rhe mass parties of social
clemncracy  and Peace activists
shiould el dolrse work with und within these
partles bt we should nortone down our pro-
sramime oo thelr say 300 Char pricoity musr
e direcr action and solidary with the op-
presseid. As Karl Teibknecht said
wir ond, “the unly wav 1o peace is by winiting
ihe appressed against the oppressces and,
agan, that ‘the chief nppressor of the people
1440 its gL Counmy’

Unibrtunately the bureiactacies of social
democracy and Sralinsm bave oo ofren in
the past beceme part ol thie oppressinn. And
therein lles the problem with “detcne frijm

of ‘derente from Below' and

Sraliniem.

winrkd

abiwe’ . For the sake of short-term alliances
and inlluencc with these buresueranies, it ig-
aores or prevents dicedt action by the op-
pressedl. Th the context of the prace move
ment | tike the dppressed (o inclode all tse
whu teel abenated, terrificd and angry in the
face of nuclear wedpons and nuclear power
over which they bave no canreol. L i3 a feel-
Iing, hased O bourse on e reality of te -
rernatnpal balanee of class forces thay the
wirld is like the Titapic caprored by people
fent on self-destruction

Tr the first section ol the rransiconal pro-
grammme ol the foarts smemanonal L rotsky
put the matrer sharply, “without a socilist
revalitinn in the qext historical perfod,
Latastraphe thredens the while cultore of
hmanity, Uhe lsioncal crsis ol bumaaniry
1 reduced to the frneof the resolutionary
cacershap

Thiswu

§-TRLLIER

monin 1938 hefore rthe hnrror

It 1w tlsowsand

TITmCcE

e i
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‘GIVE TEACHERS back rher neruliating
rghts and peace will be restnved in schoods
Su ran the message un the fronr page ol the
NUT s weekly newspaper oo 153 June, Pleas
such as these 1o the Tores seand hallow 1o
the lght af their election vielory. Hofleiw also
were the wards of aciing NUT  gencral
secrerary MacAvoy o the Gugrdien on 10
June: he baldly stated thar stmke-action was
te be called off
educatnion against:  the
prvatisation and selection were apparenitly
msre important! As though the twe could be
meatly separated! And, rvpically, the NUT
leaderghip  chose w otell  rhe  Goardion
veadership their straegy before consaliing
rhe mcmhershinp.

There 18 ng o doubt ol B has been the
teachers’ consistent campaigning  which
made educarion 5 key olecpion issue.

Electiom leaflers published by the NG00
make the government rocord un eduranion
wpeak o tsell as their heading seates
und perod of Tory eule, the
achievement fur

sinee prolecling  stare

ravages  of

Diurane the se
goveranent's  record ol
srate schooling 5 the following
® thev have SCTIT L34 plllien un *assisnne”
middleclass parenrs in gotline their children
to privare schinsds, whilst giving siaee schonls
£750 miilun dess i real cevips m 1986/(7,
comparesd with 1980-A1
® provided nursery sehools for less than a
quarter of the population’s 3-1 vear olds:

& huilvap s backing of £2 Lillicn in eepaies,
=n thar many atare schools are 1o a chromic
state of repair

® cut spending on school meals by 37 per

vent sioce 97950

® el SO teaching jobs when uver one
and a quaner mllllon pupils are i classes of
ower

® scrappied teacher srade Wnion neidnanting
rights “on pay and condilions. &
comparable t the banning af trade unionns o
GCHQ, and then announced that ‘educanan
standards are {alling’

e

Their election manitesty presented a series
of sweeping, radical ‘reforms’ s bold and
audatious  that they have heen alle o
jaresent

alleroative 1o

vredilale
they
themszelves —

theipselves as the only

the  havoc  which
e greatiad

ALl

Theuselves: [

thirolgh  fate-vapping HLLETTIRS. T
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'| Kenneth Boker, education minister responsibls for Tory plans

In the Tories’ third term. education

1% sct to become a hoty-contested battleground.
RONNIE HELD luoks at the Tories’ manifesto commitiments.

Testing the Tories’
plans for schools

shackle the cormculum ta the chinging needs
ot Tharcher's economie pulicies.

In is EY acuaini
themselves with the provise lanplicarions ol
It order o atard
creatingr an alternanve cclucation strategy
thitt = linked wp answering the needs and
ssplrations of the working vlass, o all s
cliversiny

Sa what do the Pores nremd o do?

ImpWrTaAnT stacihises

Tory educaticnal ‘refarm’,

They wall esdablivh = nationa! core cwrrreufum
What weedl that snean?

The right of the Tortes 1o stipulsie whian will
be taughe, how it will be aughre and how 7
11 and 14 vear old: will be ‘resred’ In
prattice ta Ty tolscrap the right of local
authorities 1o determine  their poilicies for
sachools, ooe only has ro look wt the number
of rimes thut Brenr and Halingey councils
rRG up #s an election 5sue 10 realise that
bath names are symbolc of the Tories
hatred of progressive educanon

Wethan five years fead teechers sndd sohond o) pring
fodeen iill be groen vontral dier thece sekood Budge
What will thes mean?

The Tary manifesto purs i clearly, “they
know best the necds ul theirschaol’ . Ly other
the rcducatienol polices of local
councils will became neaningless. Heads are
Lo e given the task ol deciding whether o

woards,

mend a leaking roof or (0 Loy new hocks, T
reality thus = another pweans of eradic ar[nq
the eflectiveness of Ishowr authortes and
ledcher trade wninns, m determining the
practices dnd provisions in local schonls,

The Tharter wall fecrdmae Sarenfal chotee’ What
efrtee !

The-righe tor choase toisend vobr child el
‘populuc schonl The Tory manifests states:
'E.IaniJ.'-.lr sehonls whicly linve edrned ]'_'._-u'u:nl_dJ
suppart by affering gocd education will then
spand beyond present pupi
numbers’ . Apparently,  Crhespe will
compel schools o respond: o the views ul

Le able o

prareits . Parents. especially middle class
parenrs: are o beoenlsied ot Dleacher's
ehnirr prajeer — o check teucher milivaney

anl curh progressive ideas and priiiees

s #

They wl| meourage date ek apt wal " (Y
LA

Chat ot
tonrool

education  authorey (LEA)
Pari af thei ||||'-"||'||,|||.1| WILACk an

el

state edducation is o make the very thoaght
of sending vour child ra s sate school, Inind
af waelf, undesirable

Moz wedl schoali upt put?

Fhe manifesto states that i, in a paricular
sehool, parents and governing bodies wish (o
hecoine independent of the LEA, they will be
given the choice et do so’. This
apparcntly. be done through a  parental
Lallot, Ifover 31 per cent of the vores eall fa)
vpting out, then opling out will be granred
L Luce thar in practice it will 1ake up to five
vears fora school to opr out, and that parents
will hiave cume and gone from a pariicalar
school, means nothing o the Torfés. A
democratic vote by one ser of parents can
have lasting elfects! Such “non-EFEA" schools
will become 'independent chanrable trusts’
and will receive & grant from the department
of education. Flow mueh and what the grane
will pay for are, agam, nol expliained.

The reality will be that many
‘tndependent’ charitable schoals, private in
all but name, will have to scarch elsewliers
find money 0. pay for the rvpes of services
thal siate schiools provided as of right: Jor
mstanee sohool's psveholomeal services, the
atddelivnul teachers who work in many local
schools serving the needs of stodenrs with
particular  learming  difficalies, borough
musks teachers — who move around schools
gving individual lessons o those learning a
musical instrument, fonding for educatinnal
rrips, and so on. The implicanon is obvions
the povernment do pot intend o pay for a
Pully resourced schooling service.

Oppozing these polices will be a manunueh
task, hoth m the Tabour Parv and he
unions. Tt 15 the most daring amack ve
launched by any government on post-war
eduration services. Apart from conmnulng
the strugple nside the NUT, hoth to defeid
state schooling and Gght for our nighess w
negotiote, we will need 1o take the debae
abiout education into the Labour Pany inoa
wiy nol dene before, It s 3 matter of the
highest priority that we open a discussian
ahour what socialisis tnean by an cducation
for the working class. The conference
planned by the Socialist Teachers Allianee
an 748 November will he an oppartusiy w

will

develop an wliernative cducation strategy —
capable of meetng the Tory onslaughl. Pur
that date in vour diarics now!

:h_—
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Although there was a general
tendency on the left and in
liberation circles to dismiss the
May clections in South Africa as
‘irrelevant” (Tambo) — because
it was an all-white election,
excluding the vast majority of
the people of South Africa — iis
results and consequences cannot
be Lightly dismissed, argues
CHARLIE VAN GELDEREN.

The aftermath of the

THEWHITE FLECTITON was ol course nme sm
misich an election asa referendum. Even the
rame Uncle Toms of the “coloured” znd 1in-
diun lemslative chambers were excluded
The white voters were being askidd il thes
would continue (o place their furiee in e
hands of Batha and the dominant Natanal
Partv [NF)

The election was launched in g penod of

grave economic and political erigis and in the
midst of a state of emergency, There 5 a
168 per cent inflatien rate and almost stand-
still growth. The rand has collapsed and
unemployment has  pesched rocond levels
among whires as well as llacks — esthmated
vonservarively ar gix millien (25 per cont ol
blacks are unemployed). Tle average whiie
was borrer off after raxon 1970 than oy

despite 2 L3-luld increase w the price of gold
which accounts lor more than halt’ Sourh
Africa’s  foreign carnings. A
bloated bureavcrucy necessary 1o process th

CUTTCNEY

miass ul apartheid leglslaure (pass laws, in-
fluix vontesl, censorship and sioon) his led 1o
a Four-lold increase i personal tasstion o
fess than a decade

I dew other coumeries

ment with such a dismal scononi

winllld B et k-
el
volungardy pur stz popularey o the 1est oar
the ballot box (elections wern nar due onn-
stititicmathy e another (wo vears) Barrhis
election’ wes non leing [dghe on
hread-and-hsore
erannmy scarcely figuned an Uie hustings As

stz h
1asnes  Hie stae o the
the Fmanoel Times put o oo ooy whiles
security and dbe niavitemanve ol whide
privilege e more important than grosperiiy
For pererse . the
puurantes ul the other

Wohat was al msde was the mins

MEny, i bz o LE

offeihve

Wy ol TEEAIT LIy whire- D e

capitalisne. Arnong the whire clermavate there

Lhres W “thonght

WERT i lpamsl= The
misinstream, represenied by rthe enling Na-
fonal Farov, behieved thet severcly limired
"refonms — the three-chumber pacliament
trascde wikon vighes fon bluck wirkers |certain-
v the aiajor reform ) unkenoe with some 0l
rI'II MY ||.||r.'!r|'|'l!{ ,‘:jl_\l_'.'\__ﬁ I_II 1'1 "_']"u'.'-'_"['[d".'t]"
+|'|.1|I|'-|'i|'| surh an the s |||-_|_j':i_._g_.__-;.';: act

and similar cosmieric mcasigs, would enns

tain the sleaation.
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ie white elections

To the “left” of the govorming party wire
the “verligtes'. these Nanomalisis like Wy-
nand: Malan, Esther Lategan .and Denis
Worral and the Progeessive Relurm Parry
|PRE) who ahgnied theniselves with seceinns
ol big business and wanted the “relorms’ ro
o a lirile faser amd o Liede firther, None ol
thése “progressives” was in favoar of o
wiglary  atatc: with  Gne-pefsin-one-vore
They all campatgned lor the continuance of
whal is eaphrmistically known as 'free enrer-
pli's-;" bat which in reallts, means the k-
tined demination of the ecanamy by the
giant monopalics,  headed by Angle-
American. v the right of the Naronal Parry
wad rhe Conservarive  Party (G0, the
Herstigre National Parry (12NP) anid in the
hackgrrand  the openly fascise Afrikaner
Weerstand Beweming (AWN)L These wall o
turn the ook hack o the davs when Ve
wierl was king and the “kaffic’ koew his
plare; s rigid apartheid in which blacks
would exercise ‘political dghes” only in the
so-called robal *homelands' and ‘enloureds’
anil indians only 1n rmoally demarcared
areas. For themy Botha's “reforms” were the
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thin cdge ol the wedge, spening the road 1
racial equality and. inevitably, black mlbe

Botha percenved that (e main threat b his
Irse came for the “nght’ rathor (han the
Helt” despire the media ballvhon which sur
rounded rthe déanatic journey of T Warral
from the Sorh Alncan cobassy in Tanddn
to e hustings of Helderberg, The elecrion
fesall bas mere than vineiciied: hisg g
et Fhe tofidg Nudonsl Pury increasied
14 parliumentary repressntation from 116
sears o 123, Ieegaipns were largely g the ex-
pease of (e PFP. The rse af the ulira-right
#s a rhreatening - foive o South
resulied o nerr gain by the GF of fourseats
ar the eagense of the NP and replacing the
PFI as the official parliamentary oppositiong
Had rhe G0 and the HXP nol splic the righe-
wing vote, they would have won 2ix more
STATS

A feature ol the elecrion resuli is thas the
english-speaking whizes who have hithereo
ranaged o present a 'liberal’ veneer and
wh furmed the hase of PFP support moved
over-to the NP in droves. English-speaking
romsddered  virmally

Afriva

seals which  swere

onassaifable weéie caplured by the NP apd
others transformed inw marginals. In rthe
words ol Buttneir May, a Johannesburg finan-
cial daily, “onglish vowers sacrificing ar lase
the role of kegpers ol a liberal flame, chose
ligudate  themselves  as an  idenrifishle
perlitical foree”

By playing rhe racist card, Botha sureeed-
e in uniting the whites:

WIILE THE white electorate mallicd 1o the
tattered blood-srained banner of apartheid
Blacks registercd their protest ar their exclu-
siom from the decision-meding machinery in
the mnosi ellective way open to them. Mere
than hatf-a-million staved away from work
on pollmg day and neardy  double  thar
nutnbier the pext day o demonstrate whar
COSATU dresoriled as ‘the opposition of the
vast majurity of South Africa’s geople to the
mad, repressive, rucist eougse this govaTT-
ment s bent o', Thousands of students
stayed  away from schools, colleges and
universities in sofidarity with the striking
workers

One immediate effect of the mivmph of the
“rand the emergrnce in strength of the
ultra-right — who won more than 26 per
cefit ol the pverall popular white vore, almst
double the PFP's share — i3 (o diminish the
influcnie of big business on fulure govern-
mimt policy. Despite their domination of the
Sourth Alrican cconomy, Batha will now he
evem less inclined o listen to the Hlan-
dishments of *enlighrened” capiratists, like de
Beer of Anglo-Amevicsn or o bow o
pressure frow the multi-nationals, They rn-
nedd their post-glection hopes on the success
of Dir Worral and his fellow indepondents

‘even the quisling
Buthelezi is hesitant about
participating in a national

council’

which, according to. a - statement de Beer
made in Londtn on 4 May would ‘increase
pressure on the guvernment (o make conces-
gions’ . Pressure rom that guarter i3 ofl the
agenda for the time being,

In the immediate futore, Botha will have
to ward off the thréat [rom the die-hards on
the parlinmentary opposition henches by
showing that his “reformist” velver glove con-
ceals the irom fist which he would nor now
hesitate to nse. He has received a mandate
which be dare not ignore i the NP is 1o main-
Lain its hegemony over the Afrikaners. This
was nally summed up by UDF leader Allan
Bocsak: “white vaters have made their posi-
tion  clear. They support the stare of
emergency;  they  support  detention  of
thousands ol childven; they support the ac-
tioms of the security forces”.

Opening the newly-eleceed  parliament,
Botha made it clear that apartheid was here
Lo stay and warned of an impending crack.
down against the extra-parliamentary up-
pusition. If there were siill any sectiong of
South Alrica’s voteless blacks who thought

that any real reform, Jet alome a thange of Q@
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grvernment could be larasghs 2bour through
the white parliamenialy process, these hopes
have Apw been efrectively dashed.

Bitha has not wasted miuch oome inoar-
empring o pat hils threars againse the op-
pesinnn -~ the real pppositiom — min nffee)
{Ine of his mayor rargers would appear tohe
the trade unigng, Even before the electons,
the police laid siege to Uossiu House, the
headguarors of the Coenlederation ol Searh
African Trade Unions: This was ollowed by
raids em other unton offices and the haeass-
ment af trade wiios leadoes

Twi davs alter e clections, the sinking
raibworkers” Si-puison IREnTIAriie (A wis
micked up anea Jobhanneshurg raid. On rthe
same  day, Themba  Nxumaled  general
secretary 0f the Monicipal and ARl
Worksrs of South Africa. was stopped a1 0
road Block . This was foltowed by mnro rauds
o wikon offices and arreses {00 Tietershame
the Murrthern Transvaal and (ermisron nenr
Jakanneshirg. COSATL offices in Easr Tion-
dan wore burnt down.

Borha has alse made it clear that the group
areas act-and segregated education — twoof
the drrner stones of apartieid would be
rgidly entoreed. The so-called grey areas,
where white and Dblack  bave been living
praceiplly  togother these past [ew wvears,
would no longer be olerated. This was
sgnalied by a rod oon s largely  black-
ecupied flat in the cential  Johannesburg
ayhitrh, TTillbrow and the wlléped detentinn
of 2 TTillhrow caretaker who has been promi-
nent i rhe prolonged campatsn aganst the
evictinn of black residents in Hillbrow,

Verwoend s policy of ‘independen:' black
‘homelands’ would alss bepursued. Botha
hae given the go-zhead for impovershed
RwaMilebele 1o become the ffth *hlark na-
Gon' only nine meomthe atrer the reeritdedy's
Jegislative: assembly vored against the in-
depeadence proposals. KwaNdebele 12 0
whiolly artificial frearion wirh ney rraditional
trabad ties, Ly consisis of a fow thotizsnd acres
ol desolate Girmland, 100 mles norrh-cast of
Pretorie. Lhe land was formerly owned by
19 white farmers whoowere, andoubeediy,
hundsomely compensared. Now i is “hame'
e 250,000 blacks, mosely of the Ndehele
tribe who has e heen forcibly temoved there

eere can b druter thar all seerions of
the liberation movement face 5 difficult
furure is the pnmediace period ahead dunng
which the stare of emergency. will becnme 2
permanc it frature. The single, bleak gesture
whicrh Borha has made woward the majoniny,
15 the offer of black participaiion moa na-
rnnal cruncii. Even the aulshing Budheler 1s
hrsitant abaout parucpating s this Tarce. He
has sripulared the release of Melson Mandela
gz a condition for walks: bur this s virtually
impossible in the present olimaie

Butha was pebuffed even by the ancle
Conrs. 26 o visht mo the Vaal’s Lekoa
twnship i fune, where be was offered e
frecdom” of @i rowrships ineluding
Sharpeville, o invited the Mavor Fsay
Mahalarst and other councillies o &t on his
Muhaluis
Tragues have been living behind barbed wire

mational  council and his enl-

0 ins speviallv-corstracied dnd hesvily miard-
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ed campound sinee they mereased local renes
in Seprember, 1904 This was (he beginning
uf the nation-wide reol beveots and the
wave  of cuntinoed
unahared despite two stules ol emergency,

Maynr Mabalaest, aware that he was
elected by o demison micrascopic vote and
that he was not ene of the “real black Teadies
as described by Borha, gracefully declined
the stawe president's iovitaten: ‘we wonld
have great relumrance in participating in the
narional council”, he sl "We senuously
wrze vou t0 ghandon the idea. . the rotorm
vl (e pursuing ) widl be an act of fwtiliny
it docs gt (lead tod the allimale participa-
tinm- of blacks m parhament on.a par with
whites'

In annicipanan ol strong dodon againss the
likevation forces, Botha i dleiring the decks.
s deporratean ol medin representatives
roan  Britain, Usa, Awvsrmalia and  ocher
countries 14 no simple act of revenge for past
activitigs hy these roparters. With state con-
tra] of rachn and v moSouth Africa and press
reparting severely curtailed by emergency
reguiatinons, the regime can cenceal the mie
stare of alfairs lrom people in South Africa.
Lt mpw hopres 1o bring down the curtaim bet-
ween South Afrca and tho rest of the world,
Fur President Botha, no news fron te dark
revesies of The townships is ghod news!

orrest  which s

‘the banning of the mass
organisations must be in
the mind of the regime’

Undoubtedly, the increased -aorhoricy
which the eleorion result has given Botha will
b usedl rurhlessly, While- bie will keep the
trade uninng within his sighre, he will firs
traim s guns on the pobitical wings ol the
liheration movement and, in the first m-
stance, on the UDF, the matn mass ¢xira-
parliamentary anrd  ASAELY
Preparomg tegslatwn e ban these nrganisa-
tons which will estape nullificarion n the
Supreaie Clourt gmay tehe tme, As an im-
mediate step. Botha proposed 1o use the
Fund-Hamsmg Act of 1978 w stop these and
arther argamisatinns rorciving Meancial aed
from overseas. This mav not he as effective
ax rthe government appear to holiove. The
liberation  orgamsations onjoy sucln
widrspread support that it can get by
withput owverseas aid though, undnubrediy,
thiz will inérease twic dilficulties

The banning ol the mass (OEAN AT IONE,
hrwever, must be very much m the ifind ol
the regime. I Lwopes banmneg theny wouwld
have the same effect asithe vatlawing of the
ANG and PAC after the Sharpeville massavee
ol 1960 — a poviod of rolative polirical colem
and aputhy, But there is oo pussibilioe of this
seepario Being repeated . Thy people in the
twwnstups and, espeeally the yourh have
been highly puelitcsed inthe lasr rwe years of
struprle. Living in o perperusl siiie of
emerventey they have becime dnvrvid e dm-
priscaunent pnd death, [t has becons so
mustch part ol thebre daily lives char ney rejaris-

TITONEITENT,

sion, higwevér severe, will Be able o pur a

hrake on the movement af revalt

There |« a danger, of course, thar withme
organised political leadership this will rake
the focm of mindless violence and anarchy
Whale this will increase the ungivernabiliy
wl the wownships, Bt owill mo create Lie Bes
conditiong o give birth o odo aliernative
poverament and social system The prolidem
of prfitiéal ledadership woulel still have 1o be
solyined.

THiI% 15 ONE vananr of the vears ahesd. Ber
there is anather aspect which was nnf presemt
i the 19685 — the independent traide umon
movtinent. Undoabeedby. the government
will rry o rurh the influence and militancy of
the inions — ax it las shown by its vicoos
actlen agamst the strking ratlwoy workess.
But they won'r o find thi= edsy, Even the
representabives of g business are aware of
thie power and strengrh of the organised
rrade unions: In the pre-cloction ifervicw i1
the Indegerdent (0 Mav), the Anglo-Amencan
director, T Farh de Beer said thar in the
losg ey the maost efledctive anti-government
urganisation in Sodth Africa was the trade
unicn movement. “Wherever you o are now
youl are dealing with unisns i Seuth Alrica
Whar [ have sad many times W the uovern-
iment 15 that i vou givie people fraide union
povwer it s certain they will use i for politeal
prirpeses. Wit is remarkalile is the restriung
the ymaons ued in the Ges sixn vesm Dol dos
is changing'.

Anpther prominent meatber of the hig
business extahlishment, the chawr of the ma-
jur multinatinnal Shell SA, John B Wilsan
has alsn warned the regime of the cnnse-
quences of ra_lc:mg on the uanems Srare
pressure of COSATU, be said, could only
‘hiaele it for the luture’. "Uhe raiding ol of-
fices, the barning of meetings dod ihe in
disgrimanare arrest of nuodreds of workers 1s
not likely to crush e amions”, he said
‘Rarher it will strenpthen el resistance
and suppart aad will have adverse raanifica-
nans for stalde judustoal relatione, the ef-
frrs: of which will be felt theuplour in-
dustry... violence will nol abate under the
present repressive cobditions

He went on w0 say “Sadly, though, as
viulenee, high-handed and seing-arm: Lac-
tics arcoemploved inwhat i rransparently an
altempr 0 cresh an ancreasingly powerfil
government apprnent, one's hehef in &
npegonated  future  heromes  even maore
framile.” | Weekly Matf, 22-30 Nawv),

Butha Raving bern rebuffed oven by the
quislings of KwaZulu and Tekos scoms o
bave realisod rhar he has o conl the sinua-
Uy Afrer the attermpied vicions repression
nf the rail swike. the emploving aulliority
s denby coeedl AL He D sackead g lweay

workers oot their ol ook and wnipo
'I'I':L'J.'I:’:I'h'l:i{.}:l F}I’“-F'I'irl' ts wletory at the all-
white polis, the regimic dacs nme feel irself
strumg engugh moorake on rhe arganised
streqith of  fhe  workers e open

carlronEATENT,

VWil the rrade oo mavemsens, - ds suchs
el theadesl voharle for pn11r:r:-1| [radership
— Hywalved as it of necedsity s, with the days
m=day strucples fur better wiorking LndiEs

SOCIALIST QUTIODK o 2 July (Augusr |

=




Vs wnid Wages — 18 -“lr-;:-!u.l_sfd _l:[rf“ngll] and
clade Lies with the liberatinn movement ran
artas g shiwld forhe pulirieal wing i by
driven undgrgronnd The close bond whick
s bgsen esrablished berween the unions and
the  community  arganlsations in the
fownstups and besweon the aniems and the
staclersis algn Imprrtant  in
disviplining rhe spreading revalt and puiding
it mio more traetfol channels,

Ty biirehy ol an ndepeiicdent warking class
party wouald, endoubedly, be a big stepdor

will [rive

wird but the rmererncs ol such party with
uw masE bose onot Bkely i the imuogediae
lutuiee, COSATU's proclatined polirical plat
form, wath s ln commirment o sacialisim,
pruvides the framewnrkowitliun which such a
patty i tithe shape Tr s woward this end
thar resolutionary socialiste thust wark. in
sl the wmions and inside the mass organisa
s There are no shinr rats. Parties whick

i
pan giveceffective leadership to the warking

=5 camnat be created by proclamation.
While the rannat he g
subsrroee for the ralivcal pary ol the work-

tracly  uplons

5 e U1 B

Alrca tocday and the founding of the Beltsh
Litbsenar Party at the turm af the contury. The
tracde anton leaders o Britain took the in-
ittarive W lorm a political pary mainly as 2
defrpsive  respanse o0 legistalion  wlhith
threatined the very cxisience of Lhe unlons,
eapreially the Vadl Vale judgermnent

Ir was non nll 1918, 10 fie wake af the
Roussian revplunon, that the word “socilism”
appedaranoe ncthe platdorm of the
Ihie Brish Lahour
preriead

bginde i
British Lislwwor Parey
Pary of relanve
eeomimiy grow e and palincal seabilive when

wig lLurn In &
it was sill pussilde to wrest relorms and con-
cissimia froun the _--u]i.:ng class Tw T pcEe
was to stremgrhen the fehe far véforms b ad
ding political artivity to the indusira! vosele
of the werking cluss. At pa dme did it
threaten the powel sl stracmre ol the state,
ur e social arde

Ihe seenarin o im South Adrica 15 1-4;[13- dif-
lerent. There thiv wnivns have come foto ex-
lslence and grown sirong inoan era ol up-
prevedented turbiplence, COSATILS veby ex-
istenice und the close links it has csrablished

mg elass, neither can rhis pde be fulfilled by
e pupdlist mass grganisglions, the Lk,
Uie AZAPCY wr,-foc thar manter, the ANG,

Although all rhose organisations  never
wmit o genuflect in the difecion of e
leading rele of the warking class?, thoy anre
very vague about e specific meaning of
this. Tt makes good veading in armclos and
sanplestozs . In acreal practice thes has meant
Cullimy o the warkers o bear the brang ul
any.  strogule aommawd By the  mass
A Earsatiens

This s led, inothe past, w lection beo-
wieen the trade uniohs and the populisi
oreansations. The most glarg example of
this wias the stay-away in Prrr Flizabeth and
Fasr Tomdon an March, 1949, an aenon
which was decided upon by conmunity
youth and polivecal organisareons, withoor
fient consulome the trade onions. Tt was the
warkers who suffeivd loss ol pay; it was the
workers who prowided the picket lioes, Bu
this is not what we moan when we alk about
the “leading role of the working class’

A workers' party, even W loiiased and
latinched by the irade unions — whick is the
masd likely varant — woufd nor by oan ex
clusively trade unionist purty comdining iself
to trade union polbitics. There §s no corm-
ihe siruation e South

parson  heiwesn
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and  womon's

with
urganizatione, ke it quabitalvely different

rommunity,  yoush
e the uman which lorwd  the Brdish
Labour Parry. s progranminie = uncom-
promisingly polineal and rrougnises that the
struggle for inmediate connomie demands 1s
aot enmugh. Lhe declared sl of COSATL 15
an epd o racst cepitalism . 10 sees the batde
e end aparibeid and rhe gverthrow of the
social oreler as o single strugele. Whar it has
nat ver done is w forge the political instru-
ment which can effectively lend this struggle
— an independent pary of the working
s,

NOWODRKERSY PARTY, by iisell, no matter
R leed, cannnt achicve victory, 1t
aeeds tor ally atsell with all seerinnsof the peo-
ple fighting tie racist regime But, i these
necessary: alliances, the workine class does

wll

ol subrordinace 105 own pIOgramIng woac-
coinmuadiee  that  of  another clazss. Th
clefians ol the popular and people’s franss in
Franmee and Spain in the BY30s are ragic
reminders of the result af such LM PTIEe
Fhe ‘leading rble of the working  class'
mats that,  within the  alliance,  while
Aghrng resolutely lor the unated abjertive o
defrar  the the  workers'
represengatives flght e the deminaiion of

T Eneny,

A FRETOC A

thelr own programme — sooiglism — wens
soious of the fadct thar this programme s e
only guarantor of vierory. Ir s by sremving w
win the others in the alliance o this pro-
gramme that the working clzss excroiacs s
J-t'a:ritrﬁhi.p. All arhor mrorprerations of Le
leading role of the working: olass” are come-
pletely meaningless.

It is significant that ar ns fousding con-
ference at ‘the ond of May, the aew grane
COBATY —alliliare, the Naoopal Umon  of
Metalworkers of South Africa (NLMSA),
clearly spolled vut ifs commatment W A
semalisye society where warkers' coiteal ol
government  and  mdusrry was enforeed.
While iir adopeed the Freedom Chirer as
‘vontdining the minmum. polirical demands
that reflecr the view of the majority. of et
workers' vision of a free and democrans pon-
discriminatory South Africa’ it underlined
that the demands of the Freedom Charrer
could only be realised ™ the lives of the
wurking-class masses ‘through the practcal
leadership of the mdustrial working class, .
and it recognised the limirations of the
Freedom  Charter by demanding  thar it
shuuld Le supplemented with a ‘workers'
charter' o demand originully raised hy (e
mmprisoned  Moses Mavekizo, whao
ununumously elected as peneral seoretary of
the new union

T South Adrica; rthe conditions aré par
riealarly favourable o the emergence of
working class party with a policy which will
safeguard the interests of all sections of the
vppressed while remmadning firmly commirted
to-socialism. This iz because the overwhelm-
ing majority of hlack people in South Africa,
that is, the overwhelming majority of the
pupulation, are bownd with indisedyhle links
wr e working class.

Lhe middle classes form only a small
ity of the black people. Indeed, it can
b sabel, that by far the biggest sectlon of the
coongmically  sctive men: and women o
Boith Africs are urban or raral workers.
The smdents, who hove ofien been in the
torefront of the barles in the townships, are
the sons and deaghrors ol workers: In this
situation, &  thoroughly  working  cluss
palitical programme, which has for its ohjec
tve the overthrow of the capialist-apartheid
state, 15 2lso the programme which embraces
all the demands of the people a5 & whale —
an end to racial discrimination; cquality in
law, education and civil ‘sociely:  the
redistribution of the wealth of the coury. in-
cluding sccess w land; 3 government of the
working  classg with the same  [nbuil
democritic conrod from: below which has
been such @ distinguishing feature of the
hiack trade unions in South Africa

For socialiste world-wide the rask i= 1o in-
rensify the mobilisanon of solidarity wirh the
black peuple of South Alrica. The heady
days of student risings in thie townships may
be temporarily over asa conseguence of in-
tensified  state repression.  Suppression of
news may keep South Aldca our of the
mesdia headlines and off the v soreens. But
the smaggle s going  on,  inevieahly,
remarselessly . L cannne be haltad . Victary 1
certdin!

WWE




BH: What = Barl Againnt Agariherd and oy
PP T

GR: RAA was ser up last viar by
railworkers whio wanted 10 ger nthers more
nvolved 1n anti-apartheid work.

When it was launched we got o good
local response so the hext job for ws was 1o
piake il A natonal campalon among MUK
members, We aimed for somethong met too
ambitious = @ June 28 demnonsteation
where we would 1y o rally more railway
workers than had gver attended gn AA
demo before. Bur in the meantane
became clear 1o s that of it was going 1o
become a focal poine we hai 1o have more
of alink with raflway workers m Sourh
Africa than we did at that rime

Su arrangements were made for us o
mieet the panional urganiser of SARHWL
last May. SARHWL gave usa small project
which was ro pay the wages of a rlismrict
arganiser in South Africa — ahour £2,000
a vear. Tn debatiny thae among railway
workers we were also of course Taising their
consciougness dboul South Afrcs

Bul, of course, this was:all befare the
state of ernergency was declared and belore
the mailway strike. When the rail strike
started, i face, we wanmed o drop tha
project and gu-straighs into fundraising for
{he strike but we wore told by SARHWL w0
complere the project, S0 we did, and then
decided m invite some of their lewlers over
here to mark that and begin support for
thie atrike.

BH: S what happened? Mo did you end up
gorny gal there”
GR  Well when these people rmied o leave
{hev were arcested. Wike Ronssos wis one.
He tgin John Yoesicr Square prison where
[ was stripped naked and abused during
[nrerrogacion, and he i sl there
Ciomditions there are appalling. Since the
state of emergeney 63 of those wha have
grne nte John Vorster Syuare prison have
rome ol in coffing. S0 you can soc the
kind ol sivuarion that he fces. And they
have pgped uwp murder charges againsr
him. There s ap evidence, They hroughr a
masked] man into e room ane sard flothis
hin®” The miasked man sawl ‘ves', then
theyv wold him 1t was lor two suppased
murders that had Lappened nurdide
s 10 TTouse, and thar the prople who
had committed those murders kad done n
o insrrections from Mike Roussos. Foy
anyane who has met Mike Roussos this
was patendy ahsord. Thal gave us grear
comcern. Fhe arress suggested thar ehe
importance that SARHWLU attached 1o these
infernatonal links i malched by rhe
importance the state attachcd to those links
and they wanted 1o stmash them Also,
when you ve had personal conract with
people aut there il gives voil an added
measure of concer

8o as mdividual members:of the
executive cotmmiiien af KAA, we decided 1o
wend representanyves of the union oul W0
South Afdca instead. So myselland the

12 socrerary, Dodie Weppler went
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INTERVIEW WITH GEOFF REVELL

International
union solidarity

In June this yvear South Africa’s
transport bosses made important
concessions to striking
railworkers invalved ina
strugele o defend their trade
uniom — SARHWL.

Members of the British
Natonal Union of Railwaymen
(NUR) had already established a
group called Rail Agains
Apartheid (RAA) and in May
two of their number wenrt to
Sourh Africa to make contact
with their comrades and offer
what support they could. Below,
BRIAN HERON talks 1o
GEOFF REVELL, NLR
excrutive member and
chairperson of RAA about the
trip and what he learnt from it.

BH: Wil seod pour gXfiertence when pon e
there, Huww did SARHWI aroanise the slrike that
they woere anendiad am al the bime?

GR: The incident that sparked GfF the
stmke was the disoiphining of a worker who
was involved with a froighr tferminal and
who had rought some money back il
very smollsim of money abour £12 — (s
he wie suppocsd to pay in late ene evening
at @ certaln time. And He dida’t — he gor
back lute s6 he ook s £12 lwne and
when he came bBack he wis wld thay e
had capmmirted an ofience. He was a
sARTIWL member Six mnnths after thar
ulfenee he wis dismizscd and it was that
fncidene, it isssaicl, thar henught about this
nragsve strugele. This 1s-whar the papers
say rver here bur this was aot the real
veazon, ln Fehraary the general secretary,
Umtai £ello, had been arrested while
pogonatng for superor maize w make she
mraly inothe componnd Te's absured . OF
cnnrse, il was nof just aboar the sacked
wiorker. ‘That was a spark that setoff the
rimedecks:

You can rscparate the response ol those
workers from the penerdl unrest thaot's
happening n Soath Afrca, Phere have
been all the acuviies o the towships
Since |he state ol emergency was cleclared

25,0 peaple have been detained or dre
still detained, Two thousand peuple biave
heon killed, 1hete i@ massive police
repressivn in the townships. In response 1o
resmstance Chie scouriry forces oot then
becomne mare and more uppressive. The
Bogses ln the ratlway industry sieppedd up
their represston which means somcthing —
they bear their workers as 1105 Agains this
backoround, the strike also became an
jgsie nf SARHWL recagninon, When the
anion attempled 1o take up the case of the
sackod worker they were told thar thiey
dhdn't represent anybody,

Afrer a week thero were 7,000 workers
mme strike, aftera moneh thiere were $4 GHH)
workers oo strike fTrom 4 memberslup of
abonr 22-23,0000 The core ol their
membership i in the Transvaal area. ['l|
el yos a story rhar was told to me (o giv
you un ldea of how |r grew, A group of
permanent way workers were working on
the side of a track when all these arpmect
white men with guns, precols and dogs
appeared on rhee hank. One worker went 1o
the while boss and asked who leso people
were_ and was enld thiar they were thore “ro
st yon goang on siceke”, These workers
welt et members pl SARHWLU, they werr
picinbers of the awfl gssoliation — so'they
asked ‘what strike”! They were wold the
SaRHWL sinke When they Oneshed work
thit day They went hack to the contpound
sl diidled a micoring of wll the rodlway
workers i the compound and at dawn thoy
shipped o 1o the railway station,
boarded e o Jn'burg, went o
CosATU House, asked what was poing an
They wizre rpld, and they all jooned
sarTiwl and joined i the sinke! Anel thar
is Bow that strugele has added wmore and
nare members W SARHWL,

BH: Yoo te already menfoned gme specific

FAETLEL

aftdeks gn Mhe wnpon, ate thete i)
atfer exampley. angd Sote il the unien deal tmith
them !
GHR: When 14 800 workers wemn
dismissed the by ious tarnic of the
emplover wis thal there would then be i
drift bavk 1o work — mayhbe they were
drawing sumy lessong fram this country, I
don’t know — hut none of thoase 19 000
peuple who were sacked made any atleinpt
to o hack mowork Inofact, their dusnnnssal
made them ovon more determaned

I'here was lars of support fome ghe Hlack
cormnuniry and different oriranisalions but
ihe cmpdevers cantrol the food supply for
the compounds and licstels anrd whar they
Aid was L cud oll e fooel, Thew had
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wanted to evicl the sirikers but a court
battle gave them no right 1o evict, s thiy
cut ofl the nod supply instead. Su all these
relief organizations began ro spring L.
Yo had support groups for the families ol
rthe detainees set ap, dand various religions
organisatons supported them matenally as
best they could during the dispute. OF
course, the Ssubs weren™ coming in o the
union so what resoorces thev dic have had
10 be used for legal fees — there were
arrests going on all the me among the
members — and providing lvod.

I think rhere is something which i i3
important that workers here undersrand —
the bembing ol COSATU House by the
security [orce was an enormous loss to
ther, Everything that they had patiently
built up over a number of years was in
there — down to the lust pen. SARWHU
was imvalved in a8 ikassive strogele, furced
underground, and sill had ro build up and
vur A union with all that entails,
administranon-and so.on — bur they Jdid
i, And they did it bécuase the arrike wos
growing and as 1L was growing i save
thrm mwre confidlence. When rhoir leaders
were jailed, new leaders emerged and i
berame rhe bosiness of the whaole hlack
communiry. By rhe end of Apnl the sirike
witk the fpcal poinr for all people Tnvolyved
m struggle in Sourh Africh w help them
Many people came o soe tha il chis sirike
was Jost SARHWL would be crushed for the
rhird tine i it histooy. Ir woul be
crmshed by dsing exactly the-same methisds
as before tmprisomment, murder gad i
lireh.
BH: HWhar about the stvvglare of the wiion
Hsw are dections mage? fTow ure fnaders
elected? Hpr war information communicated in
the --'.lr-.r.'u':ln-.llr:ﬂ' How was the cnke fur?
GR:  Tihink il can ks best explained 11
rell von whar we acteally saw, The
leadership, the top Jeadership, who were on
the run, would come i o Jo hurg —
we'te talking about people mor juat o lear
ot detencion bar i fear of their fives. B
they come an o the wicetings every day

L the stewards mect with the leadership
['liey bring themselves up 1o date with the
stiuation, they deal wirth and come m
decistons on bow (o deal with particular
znid specific problems which have acven in
the-dispute. Then they sav ‘Ts thire
anything now that the members don’t
know abour? o *ls there anything that we
need anthorine on before we make the nexr
meve!” When they aort vat what' they are
they: have mass meelings — ar one o' clock
— these meetings are something to behald
With COSATU Mouse gone they have Lo
to improvise. They were using chis hall
aver whal looked to me 1o be a disased
shop — abwout the size of o small
supermarket. When I'was there | heard
hundreds and hundreds of voices singing,
peuple marching from ) burg station
diwen ta the beginning of the first ass
mceting. Because the hall can’t
accommodate everybody, they packed m as
many as [wssibile and the eesrogn (o the
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black-omly squares and lay down and sleep
until this sectinn of the friass mecting has
ended. Then the stewards go out 10 the
squares and bring in the next section of the
mass meeting. They were singing 2] these
songs of deflance and freedom,

BH: Dy these masr mesttnes take voler on
carteiel gueitians® And are theie votes fnnding?
GR: Yes, all the mauss meetings have
been rolling like that since thev loat
CUSATL house. Bur in answer to vour
question, thit 1= Eow they make their
decisions — right down o not very
significant things like whether or nat o
send somchody 1o Britain, The seetlement
nf the stribe woy decided a1 4 mass
MECHTE

The relarionship bevween the leadership
and the ﬂit‘nﬂﬁl‘-'ﬂup ix thar they wouldn 't
di anything wirkout them. Fviryiling has
b gro belore thar mceting and they act wich
the full authority ar all demes. TI'II::\. TIEVED
deviate fruen thar OF course, they wankd
b accouniable w0 thar s mecting. Fhe
leaclerslup don't seem (o me o have tie
anthoriy e settle om oliflerent erms w hat
sraterd by the muss mecting even if the
thought they'd gor the best deal going

BH: dgawne the bauderound of repressron and
dparnid the tietarp fir (e right 10, the mdpfer anmiy
vlecfiomn and the reneiial of the ttate of emerpency,
ey mecerifislers mnn an imeredible patory. Wouly
e bo ray ssmetRir abont S thal
Aapipened
GR: Wl the strike did cust the Sourh
Atnoan Trﬁuapurt Borvices [SATS) monov
bor T odon't think thar carvied rreat weight
brrause the government would have
writeem auch lossex off. The point is the
strike was growing, There were great
demands belng made in Cape Twwn; East
Lemdpn, Durban — they were all
threatening 1o juln the dispute. You have
to remember asowell thae SARTIWL was
ganing members, They ried o confuse
the membiers of SARHWU by putting out
statements abodl what the leadership™s
demands were

T wont with them o a meenng with cighe
bishops — T've nifver el even one belore
— irim all the charches in Jo'bourg as
ohservers. And they made the demand thar
the bishops must monter these meetings
because if thev are going 1o be called liars
as a leadership so are the hishops of
Jo hirg

A F R T :C A

Oiie of these bishops had direct links
with the government and they said 1o the
government that if there wasn'ta
fettlement tov this dispute 25 a trade union
in the trade union context, they cannot be
held responsible for what would happen
next. When people have got no incoms
coming in, when the state sers about
starving them, they cannor expect 1o deal
with that kind of sitwation in the common
trade union way. 50 they wanted them to
understand thar there was going to be hig
tronble;

It was the monitaoring of the meeungs
that SATS didn’t like, They actually
subseguendy refused to allow it, The most
important indication of why the strike was
settled, Rowever, lies in the fact thar they
went biack to normal working on June 15
— the day belore the eleventh anniversary
ol Soweto, A growing strike by black
wirkers in the railway industry combined
with events on June 16 would have been
unacceptable. 5o the employers granted
everything, incuding releasing the general
secrerary, Umiar Zello, and the rest of the
detainers who are nor on muarder charges
Phey've given them their Boaus for all the
tine that they have been on suike: Uhey
recognise SARHWLU, they are willing to sit
diown ind negatiate with them. And they
gave them reinstatement.

But the workers' victory is only
temperiry. SARHWU iy only one affiliawe of
COSATY, and [ believe that becasse the
secunTy forces are strerched, they wane m
cincenirite on artacking COSATLU as the
federation, Lecanse CUOSATL is uriwing as
well, Tefan't think they- want (o give afl
their energies any more to dealing with one
affihate when vou ran cut the head off

I have spuken to peaple on the
teadership since thar serdenient aud they
have nocillusions at all thar the setilement
heralds new levels ol oppression for
SamHwL, They belisve thar ir 15 imporant
for the srare tosmash COSATU and chey
are goimng: o need all theirr resourees 1o do
that. I think that’s why they settled.

BH: Could pou say something about the
Pulitreal rélationsiify Setivwen untoms (ke
SAREIVL, other COSATY affilites, and the
{tderghion sirugels in peneral, b the tomefighy
and s o, You have mentioned Jure 16, the
annieriery of Sowets — wha! weuld be the
connecting there hetineen ations taden by the
umins £ the torpmsheps and the other fifenation
arganisattans

GR: Well | think there 1s anyway a
general supportive attitude beétween any
group which is suffering from a
confrontation with apartheid. And cleary,
by joining SARHWLU you are in fact joining
the liberation strugele. That is there as
part of rthe conztitution of the SARHWU
MNow because of that, the people who are
going to be atrracred to joining that union
as a way out of an absolutely wretched
existence, perceive the union as not just &
union that is going to improve wages and
conditions, but a5 an organisation thar s
gring to-improve their way of life

_—
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AT HE VENICE summit; Reapan’s op
aides were ar pams 10 project the wnage o a

rejuvenared bawkish leadershup. Never rneed

Contragare: never mind the misadvenmre of
36 dea the
Whire House policy makers picked up the

Uss Srark with its IATTRRS]
hall and ran as far as ihey
however, thev kncw that ondy
clear Lhe
.FI\I

giid] measure — just in case the president s

romifd oo
Linderneath
steer Lhem from

ane prialls

miracles could

thousand and nir aheal
manned as & Confragate co-conspirator —
chiel of stafll Baker and napwmal secory
adviser Carlacer are prepared o

o, F-li'll
o the valtures, ronvarking thae the vaganes
sHoy were unawviairdahle a:

of an erratie Gulf p
the ‘president’s juices are por lowing amy
longer'. Bue the president s

slumihrrois mushiness was o side 1sse, thy

CutnaATee A
Lig "”-1_i“" ubjocrive wis [0 JEEmpT fo tap
ihe frserve ol harred Beamst lran which has

lagred since the 1979 hostage crisis,

Diespile (e mounting len#ion over the
il
ralk of a pre
empive stelke, the histeionics nf Reagan’s
op aites are miore sabre-rarling, a deviee w
sorften the blow of vel wiother humaliation for

déployment of Chinese-uiad

Tran and hard

ngailes Ly

1853 ém[_l:_—u{sllﬁm.

Staries of Reagan's forty winks, while

in all
seriousness explan the rambling state of US
policies in the Gulll Boch policies are oot the
scattered  thoughts of an old ke
president ¢ the pruduct of & whale
historical period where the Us miliary

popular with mest media, cannot

the

They 2

machine repeatedly finds isell on the verge
of humiliation. As in Lebanoen in 1982, the
ditath of US marincs in the Gulf is another
blow o the confidence and morale of 15
warmongers. Bur unlike Lebanon, this ime,
the 175 admipistration s josted By ars own
clirnte. The attack by the lragl mirage jel
fighrer wasé passed off as an accident, 2 mere
huaman errer, Other theories should not be
miled oput, however, m pamicnlar that the
‘accident’ was A brilliant ¢vnical ruse by o
ruthless régime desperaic 10 miternationalise
the conflict wirh its peighbonring lran
Sharp shifts and swings by the leag
regime are nothing new Already in the
seventics, as Sadat’s capitolation o Lsvacl
shyar divided the Arzb and 3
powerfinl radical pole emerged  based on

wrld

Syria, Algerin, South Yemen. Libvaand the
P, Trag became prommen) #s & major
spoiler of the “Arab dynamic’. First, 1
boventted the newly- formed al alliance
ultra-lefe  platform,  rthen  swiftly
sabotaged 1t by calling for and hosong e
Baghdud Arabh summit which drew i all the
reactionary malers and defosed @ momentos
historical
development that could have threatened U5

Oon - an

situatioh. Tlaving fusteared =
mmperialism's plans for the region, Trag then
st at o bolster s alliance with Jordan and
Sandi Arabii. At thesame time, it embarked
an 2 systeqratic suppressien ol all domestic
spposition, commumniste o particol
#terenuthened irs onslaaght on the Kurdish
prople: and  Gnally ostarted  prepanng
climate for a war against Tran

ar

the

It i i this lustorseal comrexr thar the Irag

G W L F W A R

The Iram
American ship in the Gull onee

attack on an

mors put the Iran-Irag war in
the headlines. JOHN
ANTHONY looks at the

manoucvres of the Irag regime

and the dilemmas of US poliey
in the region.

R

T

|RELY || @AY

Iranian woman mourning those
killad in the Gulf war

Ba'arthi

lismn

an numercus ssues while remsimng distmes

ts ended up siding with miperi

from thewr other Arab albies — Jordan and
Saudi Arabea — whise milers” & is mnre
directly tied (o U% Grrateqic plans for rthe

this

manornvre which allowed Tran o ambarriss

remion. b s relutive  freedom ol
willy impunlty rhe LS wcimimsrration
While

nesds

machiavelliin
Buwair's
1 ried

Sadam  Hussenn's

s TOHTIE CONVINEING
divectly e el

vy hi rlv cumntd

[LIRE

1% (ali

naniral

L rhe ecratic cowrse of
While, farmally &
Arabia in the Gulf o
prosy ool used he U&-strte
ihe region — Kuwat found jaclt

jpafiries.
Sauch

y conol i

iy o

qra: o reguliie

the confiict between Lrao

rather than bie the % Lo
and

bBehaved allie

chients

oucastons, Rouwalt's pulers scrout moanvplve

bgth soperpowors, throwing . the White
Hiause inte g quandry. As soon, 23 Fouwiin
furcign nuaister Almed Al hah olfered o
thie Seoviet Lintem the lease of three Kowain

rankers, Woinherger rushed tn congress 10

demiand permissien W reflag Kowit: ships
despite douhis and lukewsmms sopport from
‘galles,

aif ¢ ewvenhandedoess 0

Apert
(WRTL

Luth stiperpowors and even 1o China, wic

st il

are belaredly considening  peglSCTITG SLINE
Ropwain tankess under their flag

ir 175 unpenalism whase long term

have alwawvs su

spesel] rhear besne

Bensficiaries ol

Ary  AITATHZEM
TELLE

Ihiv reront evenlsin the Gull highlighe the
Historneally

3 been based on connommn

declipe nf 1S worldd hegomons

this hegemony |

-_.||'..'~|"i|'|ri|-. LlJul_-.-'FI with

The

Lenlres

amd  pobitical

mushronming o
Tals|

sirenuth
seyiral finincial
diversificaion of markets have

rzibitary
the
hrpugne a
relarive weakening of 18 posilions Agains
Lhetr o e {n rthe share ol world economy.

L% arFAlegisls

o attempied oo bolsrer s

milirary imerventions,  This 13 nor wirhowt

orahlems. as rhe  dis voye delpat o
Lebannn, aud  the  messe  esoles ol
lutervention W Ceneral Amenca and o

Africa have shown
ciipled with
tsday s iewe realines, snch s the emicroence

N, negative halanre  sheel

ul mimcTrous A0l =romrn rest

lorcns

ILoy= T fven

huztiie

pethink ol

1= Jorcing & major

rrhie lerpapr=1eri tactical

wnaideracions Ih whéve hratal
pruves

Ls @re

IMECances

frivie EOATE T IO Ve L5

EiTaLey W prepelred To - sunstie

tatinns. A conviliatore line bas

seleduve

II:|

I"l_.ll.'fr-_ii:LI el i seclidns

S1ET=0 Lo

af the US adminisirati wing are hoping

butdd new alliances and test new clients. by

putting oo offer the only resoliree that hus

hern strenpthenod By

Rompgan’s coonomil

ary technology
anrl unceriain,

icies — fil

This lpe remiaine: shuky

ot line

wever.-and m Hme ul crigis, the

militarists resuidace with a vengeanee Ihetr
doetrine s shinple sl easy (00@Tasp I'here
ave allies anel cneme allics keps ) ling

BLOVOINIG Pressures
Aestabilised
whatever the ongr, either by 3o0Tet operatiofs
AT prvalirary
mtervention In ¢ it the lean cris®
tiacduy, 0 S thr hard-liners that
Finngs enit Jouder und ¢loarer:

throueh dopiamane 2

atwl enemies whit sl Fwr

mre tm the lasr resact: by

ne L

the v o
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Neil and Glenys

Kinnock in the

honeymoon
eriod before
una 11

Labour’s forward
march restarted

The results of the election are a major blaw for the w orking class. .
PHIL HEARSE argucs that close analysis of the shifis in voting and of
Labour’s one rillion increase reveal whar furture CAampalgmng
prioeities should be, Labour must fight for the most oppressed both inside
and outside parliament if the Taries are to be finally defeated.

THOUSANTIE Ul stcialises arrend-  embartled and weskened new Toew difficule o gonerate working class res-

o pick up rthe  Cismanee o the attacks: of the Tory
cloral delear povermment  and  the  employers:
er, the arithmeto of scats lost

g Tabenr Pare s o eleenion  gevernment TE@
wiehs, & profon
sense of gloom
the mesubts steried (o come in. Within® anafvee wlia happened and wly aed samed — Tabour won an adddi-
T owas Thie: vesult is. G course, 5 wa|o tinnal 20 sears — ohscores the rozl
blowe 1o the working class and rhe meaning ol the election pesalen in

thar  uppreseed. The Tory victory, albeit  tepms of the shifis that bhave raken

ey atrer the sey

left seeds o Hiwen

s oseworas ol resume the fight

hall an bour of e £:

Cledr thar Tharelhe

apGther mimaway
¥, wis place

nrany e bevn CANQECTITE @ Labanr with @ -_-'!i!'!-'ﬁrl-_- |-.|-|-||_._-|'_-:| ma

victory — none of the polls gave mee- the result which the ruling class hao The resulr represonts, abiove all else
1 for il Bul there piilled oue Wl the stops o achieve a class polansanom, which benefited

eose ol demo Listh the Labour Parey and the Todes
cul ovement  al the expense of the soeTiberal Al-

rar  Immed Iy there
in in the
meapority which would have led oo an which will make 11 1

hiibiry af @ hung parl
the very leass a-small overall Torv calisa

cmporarly mnre hamce hiis class _':1.|:-|.1 risaiiohn
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hiowewver, hias occurcd " an uneven
way, While Laboor piled op votes
among the most oppressed sectors ol
the population and the most deprived
revions, Tharcher was able 1w congel-
idate the Tory vole W A0 IMPSITant
gertor ol the working class, especially
i the south cast, souch west and east
Anglia

The regional significance ol the res:
ult is very marked. While Labour Tost
tiree srats in London (despite an ove-

As pompared with 1283, T.abow
with

ity prreentage wf the vore goung up

wor an extra | % milbon vores,

frcam just gver 27 per cent foaround 31
T cent, The imporant question 1o
answer however is why Thatcher and
die Tories were able to limir Labour's
| o maintain their own

advance, an
vote in secrors: of the working rlass.
The answer to this 18 rwofold. Fiest,
Thawher was pble to convinte a sec-
tiom af employed workers. in areas of

Drorarn/¥allss

Going on and on and on...

rall increase of Oné per rent in 15 voie
therey, the Tones were wiped out in
Lk ] like Manchesier, MNew-
casrle, Liverpool and Leigester. and
anffered o complere rebuffl an W
and especially, Seottand, Seventy four
per centl gf Tabour MPs Comie
{rain consrmencies porth of e Mid

rities

DLW

lands, as npposed oanly 21 percenn ol
Tory wis, This regional divide wil
praell bave inmporiant pelincal conse-

guences, which we can disruss Lelow

relanve allluence that anil

firture prosperily lay with the Conser
vatives.

SECUTITY

Druring the [nst mwo yodrs,
despite the rse in uncmployment
the overall bleak cconomic onl
spne soctjons of the working class have

maintained and even increased (hen
living standards. Income tax red
tions (from 33 per cenl to 27 por oonr
ne (0 power) b

since Thatcher o

bren pupularanéng inportant gr

of workers., The Tl'll":.' T il ¥ b L

4—‘

tax incenfives tn home owners secured
Thatcher s support b this sector.
Owerall. the Tories won the argo
gicnt oo the economy. They managed
smcressfully tp portray Labour as a
party that would inerdase axesanid Ied

inflationr mp. Labour's own election
campaign seemed 1o by arquing the
we for increased taxes an empluyved
workers: to |ll:J.jJ the unemiphsved and
boost the health service and  othe
gorial services. T hus Kinnnoe
mnral ground of ' Cois-

passion’ and gonerosity 1 e

while

winn the h

punate acighhours', which of crurse

1

wers 107 convinced (har this coukl be

1 sUpparT Among tmany of the moy

IL'I.-'\_-'_-V_I_'I TIIRITY —..'l'_I.I!.L"- od wnrkers

put o pracuce withont a reductior
1 v g standarcds, Second

in Ltheir
Labwoar
wing campaign faled 1o nrasiniee s
ul wore.

Al Lrst sight it seems paradiosicl

anel i gome secuond of thie ledft even

{isruss below

[HCETEL

VEDY L papil
CAIT:

T, TOY RN that 6 a (e

aruls Taf i

wiorkors [y
liewed  that et 5
wiild  comiomue o nerease  wnder

Thatcher Bul the reginnal pattern of
virle miakes such a con B0 LEECAL-
able. TF the working class vorcs for rhe
Taries were explicable merely by ides

Iogical dactors. :

miaterial
}

L

and new
; well, then the
Tories 1 the

3%

rf hagh anencploy-

il s suCteEss 1y e

prosperig woild e
inexplicahle
It = worth

comeext Lt somerhing b

FONECIMIDCrIng T Ll

weniieil JELLALTY
s eleciion was

1 m
Tabour's inroads by deey

TR
tele e '-'-I_||'h|||l'; class — 4
ch the Labour campaien
wnable o overcnme

Lalwawr's eledrinn ¢ampa
culiminanon of the [ast
which Laboer and
rinsiitently  oppise
ar: chulleppe 10
Acrvording o0 "0

1w A

lour veéars m

U leaders: have

ary wnrking
Tk

roalism

TEnerism

srrikes
scom ag-u threa

amdd rass - e Lo

rather than the mainstay of resist

Margare
uh
clectioms o

Tharcher hod set oud
hciween
I base
fass and

COMECIONE  aeilon
omscldate @
ot sugrpaort among Lie o
some  wmploved  workers
|eaede

[abiiar’s

% hadd noc comparahle strideg

mobalise and orgamise the ousst op

pressed

[BF mk Lee's biggest losersoare the
Allia

Irom

whose sears were reduced

26 -L0) o B

wirh the S0P reduce

fia-

« rump of only five seals 0§
mient. Onbyone of the original "gang o
four’ — Tlavid Owen 1s csrill o iH
perliament. Ulie mam arilotecr ol th
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m. Labour, Bov Jenkins,

defeated m Glasgow Hill-

sne split [

Wan SLLEO

the balance ol powe)

parment, which had |

ALN PATTICS
‘the time
sive deleat thar

bl

purs Ly uestl )

future. Why did ehis defest occur?
The Alliance were victimns of the

arsarion. Before the elect

the ruling class rrinked up an enor-

Ty and puri

OIEETY Ve

moof ralite. Class

nn =
PG faveonred T.abaotr

TR L hr rteasons for thiz

gse  involeed  In

1 have been doing
Lrduse

lrone s low
as the rate o

IR L
uon Of the working class lins risen

Labowur = sl tainted, o the eyves of

O T

by the recent expe

ricner of Benmiam, hy 113 anti-n

v and hy the overall impre
wr left. No

rurls  Dourgedis COmmentaror will

=
=)

r strength of the Lat

IT FIEATIN

a cenrt

caprtalism’s foreign po-
o status, Most ol all, ina
coomonic and social mstakn

. the raling class wants-a stable

iable government — cand
mreans Thatcher™s Tories,

ch was the =
offesisive, that a substanial
Allianee vore shifted ot
the other hand, Tabour was able 1o

present wsell, successtulle, as the only
recdible alternative government, In
hiundreds ol sedts there was 2 SWnE
m the Allidance either 1o the
Laboar, d
the previs
vate; This

ver, thi 'l'l' 318 L the

pending on the

character of

Lo s

was hasicatly an anc

ol ventre’ vore — of

ezt employved by pro-coalitinmsr ad-
vorales of ‘tactical votmg'. Cn rhe
eontdary, o many places where rhe
Allirnes vote dee

l..l(-r‘i:'--li'lrf‘i'-' 1o the

dl, 1t went ds

orics, LThere are

rounds for doubring, terelures,
mr magh
rim had tere been a straight Tun-off
with the To

There wiil

Ll

T have won

dde debato
fhance. Tn the
Alliance ilself, the debate 1s centering
om whether the 50w and the Liberals
should fose inte one party. For the
ing class, e debate s more funda-

bt the fucore of the
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mental. The hoage wedis “hype’ and

cal support to the Alllance when i

was formed o 952 moft

{ ity Jur

nom for thie ruling class: the Alhanee

wind ar rhe sarms

Lubour vut ol power and
utg the Labour leaders

Ve Phe similarity ol

|.'l.'|'.l.il:a 1o thoue 11

S0 nas rec-
Haz the Al

the SDP component

o After all, a

[Liberals wowld

n

w tulfilted irs pur

fused parme of
be organizarionally domina

Liberals, who ame strong

parlisment and un the ground: Wi
a fusion resultsimply in a return o the
poaition of the Liberalsaz a small third
pariy !

Than
electiun
unilarcralisn
the “h

Orwen phacrved before the
i Labour had ditched
thoroughly purged
I lefe'; it wounld have won the

lection comiortably. This pressure 18,

of course, exacly the project of the

ruling class in relation to the Labour
Party. If this project were 1o be
successlul, then the possibality for the
ruling class of ditching the Alliance
and retoming to a stahle twoeparty
system would be posed. That pros
remaind a long way ofl. However, the
political polarisation of the o
dealt such a heavy blow to the Alliance

thit a deszablisanion of its strarcgy o

cohon

Time for o solo — but from whoem?

become 7 major third party seems

incvitahle,

I'ar msPARITY hetween the overall
micregse i the Laboor vote of &
million-plus, and the inoease of only
) parliamentary scats, reflects the
fact rhat Labour piled up votes in the

mist deprived areas whepe it was al-

ready strong, Increased majoritics in - o
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Scotland after Doomsday

PHE IORIES legitimacy in governing
Seottund collapsed - drimatically, coni-
firming the Doomsday . predictians as
Labour sorgeil ahead, The Scottish
electorate declired open season on the
Tortes, who lell like tenpins, mosily o
Lahour but three to the 58P and twa o
the Allianee: The Toncs pow have
only A mump ol 10 seats in Scotland

| Tabour’s 3000 of ¥2;

Had e S8p vore increased more

| substantially, srrong - pressare wondd
| have devoloped on Labour

in the
cvenl, & cortain tocathing space exists
oy Labeur oy press for limited deviolo:
{ionary concessons frome the Vorkes:
Bt if the Nationalisls Haove been el

at hay {for the time being) the real

problem for Labour is-its own suceess
hevw will it uge its increazed supporT to
predect the Scotrish venrkingg clasx frm
Thalcheriam?

Meoting three dayy alier the wlec
tln}n,‘ Labour's Scotfish exétutive mes
pnru-lrd by moving some way towards
a real labour movement-led cam-
paign, Oenteally placed wene dimands:
for a Scottish Assembly, for drmpping
the community charge {poll ), For
an end fo privafsation measores in
Scotlond and for ingreased hinding for

i health and education:

An Assembly bill w be presented 1o
parliament after the summer recess

| owill provide the foral ‘pomt. A masa

rally is also planned for Gilasgnw
ireemn, ﬁnlurd.a}r 29 Angust, involving

trudes unions, local anthorites and-
‘other opposition parnes. Bill Speirs,

chairperson of the cxcoutive, pledped;
Il a sansiactory response s nol going

ta_bé imade by the government, the-

Labour Party will initiate a program-
me of actiog aimed gl inaking the
government cume 10 tm'm with their
impossible position.”  Beyond  the
assernion that ~ there are wide forms of
political activity to demansteate the
people ol Scotland’s wish for Gonating-
tipnal reform” and a miling=oue of "cpal

disobedience’, no further measures.

were proposed.

Campbell Christic, sruc Gencral
Secretary, went a hitle further in his
call for 'a radical campaign of res-
istance to Conservative poligies -im-
posed by London”. Tt's also likely that

soveral of the new infliax of Scottish-
Labour sirs will be more prepared-

than their predecessors to take
harder pro-deviolution line.

When minelar positions wers put
after the 1983 clection, the rght-wing
leadershigp of the Seortish Labour Par-
o gaf jroont and made no- cffectve
oppo=tion w Thaicher as povernment
policies  cominued 10 devasiate
employment and the social sorvices
Thoss local authomtes shat took =
stuned 15y Stirling and' Fdinburgh ool
lapsed as the LG maoved right attor the

Taday, however, Lalour has won
thiz clection in Stotland on il pre-
mise to estblish an Assembly e
diately; Luactivity by the leadgrship on
thitt promise wetld provoke 3 evialt in
e panks; oF a complete losx of credi-
Bility for labour leading to aresur
genen of mpport for the SNE.

The  spoctre of sEpaEatinm s
hmunted  the Scouish: Laboie Phrty
cver sinee the sudden growlh of the
SNP vote o the 1874, The right wing

by loverme the ‘Party into
line behind srictly limited objectives:
a Scottish: parliament shoold have it
powers enrfalled; legulative contrul
should be confined 1o areas such 4
‘education, -health, local :uﬂmmy
Tinance and fishing, These pmltlam
wete m;ﬁ{ﬁrml:d by the cxccunve's
_posi=election moeting,

It e absolutely procluded, however;
thinl ihe Tories will concede even these
mieasires of dovolution unless the Par-

1Y OFZATHECS & mmﬂpmgn o Seots

land's right to'its bwn Parliament; and
=uch o mpmg:: lar seti-determin-

alion cannol be limitel 1o secondary

izsues, Home rule is meaningless with-

out_responsibility for policy on the
‘econewy, deferice or foreign relations.

Aleernative cducation. -health  and
tueal finance policies for insrance, are

sonl pemsible as pm-t,ulf,uu altermative
mﬁflﬁ!ﬁb

policy.
When the Glapow Herald in its edi-
torial of 3 June says “an Assembbe will
not transmute base metal inte gold’,

this iz nbwinusly so. Burit cerlainty san .
transform  the political zituation in

Seotland and become the focus of op-
position to Thatcher, That:wh;- the
TFewries will only concede an E.smhhr
under the pressure of a mascive
Labourled sampaign, Limiting in ad-
vance the powers of that Assembly,
therefvre,  will  scupper  Labour's

chances of building cffective opposi-

tidm Lo-the Tarics.

Dioes  esmblishing an - Assombly
mean faking the first step towards the
*lippery slope” of separation? Yes and
na; the northfsouth divide doesn 't mun
parallel with the Scottish/English
licitder. Mot only are there no Tory
MPs i Glasgow — thiey 've also heen
Kickod e af Liverpool, Manchester
and Noweastle, A Scottish Assembly
that organised resistance 1o the Torics
wonld be likely (o gain increasing sup-
port from the English labour moyes
ment

T he alicrmative lor Labour in Scni-
land is (o sl il sut despite having five
ot ol every seven MPs: The keft in the
Party  mugt. make sure that, o the
leadership gors for this opticn, they
cofmmit pohincal swicide  themuelves
and don 't rake the rest of ws with thern.
This means guite sunply that the Joff
st become the maost consistent ad-
vocates ol -a Scottish parlisment that
reltects the aspirations of the elec-
torute. The powers of this body and its
relationship to Wesrminster are ques-
tons that must be sertled dermocras
tically in the caise of pulitical struggle,
ot denided in sdvance by the FExecut-
T of thie Seollish Lalowur Party.

The thousasd and one problems
rajsed by the constimution nf a Scortish
Asgembly must nor ho used as =n
excose for fudgng and manosuyre 1o
oppose campatgng for ity or o fide
track the weme mro 2 Roval Cominis-
siom, Tabour fooght this campaign 43

“the only party capable of providing &

Scortish assembly’ (Neil Kinnock, Tia-
nald Dewar, ¢t al}and they should not
be aided 1o their allempts o wriggle

‘ot of this-commitment by confused

elements on the political left, who arc
“"not interested in Sootish devolution,
bt Bratizh revolution™ . Kinnock and
Diewar musr he kepr 1o theie word.
They have the legitimacy o demand
an Azsemhbly and organise a Campagn
tin foree the Tories to concede it
Thase who reject this position; those
who raise spurious arguments about
the abmtrict unity of the British Iabour
movement, or the nesd to bulld -an
altemative 1o Labour, or the sover-
ewgnty -of Westminster being. sacro-

sanct, are m effeel the same poople

who are prepared to fet Thatcher mle
the reost unchallenged for the next five
years when the basis for a real chal-
lenige. has emerged in Scotland,
Jim Niblock & Tony Southali
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Uezens of seats o e north did oot
vield extra sears, but the crushing of
the Trries 10 nporthern indusirial towns
was  remarkable: there are pow no
Locy MPs arall an Manchester, New-
cusile, Glasgow, Taoverpool amf Lei-
cester The resudts in Laverpool, where
the  anc-Adn

! had been
errirmows, were striking. A Ap

Termy Fields sobstanrially  fnereased
his majority 1 Broad (Green. Pat Wall
won Bradford Mort from the Tories.
despite hin associanon with A

Eric Hefler, deleated m last vear's
elections o the Loabuour SE0, hod a
e per cent swing w s favour in
Liverpenl Walton, takineg nearl
por cemr of the vote

lo' the mining areas the Labour
3 were  substannally  in
creased, and Alan Meale even won i
Mansfield,  where  the  Naming-
hamszhirezhased  UDM advised s
members: 1o vore agaust Labwur, Tn

[rain s Dara-

Bryan Gould, the rising star
of Labour’'s front benc#

the Midlands the results were muorr
mexed, and the negative effects of a
rght-wing Labowr council were ver
tunly felt in Birndogham, But in

Cloventry there wag a subistantial sw-
mg 1o Labeur, the biggest being in rhe
ronstienoy of Militan MP Dave Nell-
ist

Al thigse resuli= of conrse FEPTEAOTT
a working-clags swing o Labour in
arcas ol high wnemployment  and
social deprivition. Thar pechaps the
st romackable resiales came o Sone-
innd. O 72 Seotust MPs, 50 are oow
Labour, and voly M are Tores. Tn
this eleoton Uie SN werd not the
heneficiarics of the anti-Tory fde, lus-
mg three sears 0 Labour and gaining
twar froun the Tares 'Lhe resale of thas
of course will be a widespread feeling
i Seofand  thar the goviernmental
fuestion in Scolland s likely 1o come
i the fire, and e campaien for 2
Srottish agsemblv with Puwers to rajse
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A mwn taxes ancd omplement iz oown
[awz, will become o focus of nppositiin
o the Pories:

In rhesc arcas w0 feas the Labour
campaign was ahle o maobilise an
encrmous rejection of Thatchersm
However, in some of the Tondon
unstituencies, like Perk-

ety o
ham and both Hacknev constituen
ciea, the woier tyrnout was only Io the
region of 33 per cent, as opposcd 102
very untoerm national rate of aromd

‘the arithmetic of seats
lost and gained obscures
the results’ real

meaning'
75 per cent. Thisowas repeated n
tiner-Birmingham  conslileencies, It
shows that some of the poorest seclluns
nf the sworking class. eapecially black
yasath, wiere disillecied wirh the wlole
electoral process aned saw the election
ax arrelevant o thelr imteresta. That
itseld 1= an mdicrmenn of weaknesses
Labuwur’s campaign

YOUTH BETWEES the agesof [8:aid 25
were the only age group n which
Labour beat thie Tories. Overall La
bour won abour 34 per cont ol Lhe
vinath vote as oppuesed o 36 per cent
fur the Torics. But here there i a
sexual disparry. While muore young
e vited: Tory than Labour (42 as
oppased to 37 por cent ), among voung
wotnen under 25 the Tabour lead was
rentirkable — 42 percenr for Labnur
as against solv 31 per cent for the
Tories, Choa sexiage basis, yiding
wnmen were the vnly sorial catepory
in which Tabour beat the Tarics. LThis
Labour lead amooy the woutll ol
comrse, roffecrs hoth vouth s ploy
ment and the facr that the Tory pero-
portion uf the v¥ore increases the higher
vou g0 up in the age range (with o
slight decrease among  pensioners).
But it seemy umlikely that the sexual
disparity simply reflects the addirian of
thie caregories *vouth’
secms o reflecr & spa

d *wimen'. Ty

afic radiczalisa-

‘Labour’s right wing
campaign failed to
maximise its potential
vote'

tion of Yo womon around & wide
range nf secial wssues

Latwarr’s  overall  gain among
women was 4.5 per eent, &5 opposed to
only two per centoamong men Bul
despure this giun, the Labour cam-
paign fell down badly in attracnng the
iaximum number ol women’s votes.
I dact, the Alhance made the there ol
womes s fghty . more prominent in

thue Cappaen than did Labour, The
Alfiance had muore women candidares
than the Labonr Party (although of
course a oy fewer elected); made apeel-
fiv pruposals  Betol women's rghs
— for exumple they seeeed thiat adl
public badics should have 50 [FET Cont
1 on them within ten years; and

WTTE

hetel e of thewt o

urming  electiom
] Ches theeprie of
zal lor women. The spectacle

1ad Eabaln i

press Con

3 beller
af Diavid Owen pru-_l:ummq a berrnr
deal fir women may have been lees
thiinnn coedibie to soanee aof us, b iy did
cxpase the lack of campasening on this
sy iy e Labour leadership — a

ilure which undowbeecdly cost many

voies,
Fhe elecoion

thie Lalymr lead

edly the shickest .I.]'I.IJ [Tt Tlrr-r%*-s-,ir--

fran 5;11 wenged by
foulic-

nal capnpeiun wawed by the 1.
leadership for decades. Concentraning
omo TV presentaton and the presid-
emitinl-sivle buidd up ol Kmnock as 2

"."'l"'Hul'l': ll Wil ATy Ity

Bernle Grant newmmer on
Labour’s backbenches

credible leader, 1t owed its inspirarion
ol i stiadisem but W Aanerican-atyls
packaged polics. Radical it wisn’
The thigh’ poan of e celebruted
party poliical broadeast which con-
centrated oo Kimnock and his family,
wak the conforonee speech excdmmi-
micaning Militond and the hard lelt

It i pot true toosay, as did Ken
Livinpstene, that the Labour mani-
festo was the *most radical since 19457
Tt was oz radical than tae in 1983, or
medeed in 1974 when Labour promized
a ‘fundamental shift in power and
weialth o working peaple and their
farmilies”. It was a campaign thet not
coly had o ant-capilalist conteny bue
alsn failed w convinee many workers
thit Laboor would increase living
stundards, Tn addition the campaign
was hindemocradie in the way it was
controlled frain the fop, as Scargill’s
revelations abonit being kepl ol La-
b platdorms demcnsirarcs

comtimuad on page 22
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KL: Genoral clection results hiave always followed a
definiee gengraphical parrern — highhghring the
disparty herween propserous and non-prospersus areas.
Bur this clection secms to have deepencd this process?
DM: The northisouth, LabourTary political divide is
not oew. 1t has been plotted since the early 195{0s:

Whit has happened this tine is the deepening of a
divide that was alveady gelting wore. 11's nor simply
anrth-zouth though. There is an almost equally sharp
divide between urban and mdustnial aress on the one
band and more rural wress on the other. Labour is
clearly srengihening 08 bold in the wehan and industnal
areas, with some ohvious exceptions. And the Tories are
coensolidating their dommartion of less urban areas and
maore rural parts of the country, This s troe within both
north and south o you get divides within the regions as
well.

Wy do you think thes s
L seems thist it's tod with the general prosperity of an
ared and whether people feel, almosr, that their area i
gouig up or down cooneimically. That's not just how
they feel about employment ¢ither. Teinvolves lactors
like housing, Tf vou're & eouneil house tenant in the
south, the rempeation to buy your howse, and whar you
winld make gut of buving i, is a completely diflferent
ball gume from if you are a tenpnt somewhere i the
nrrtl. So.a lot of the politics thae the Thatcher
government has implemented have haid guire different
effects n different pares of the country and they are
going o tempt people over to by polinics in diflerent
WayE

What happened this Ue is not simply a class divide.
There were the geographical polarisanons. But also the
best prediclor of how poople vored seems (o bave been
whether they thought they were daing, or going Lo do,
reasnmahly well oae ol Thatcher, Tr's'a kind of very
immediate sell-interest znd that's whers voar counal
hesuse tenant, for instanes, comesin, The same stratum
of the population will foel differently in different parts ol
the counlry preciscly beoass of the vverill ecenomic
Feeling In their arcas

Ko vou coudd ray that some sreftons of te engplaped ivarking
clavi kave done woel] under hatcher?

Yeu, particularly if they ars home-gwners, thoagh
Labour did puck up votes amongst hoth working cless
and midule class home-owners aver 1985, w0 some of
thar affeet Appears Ly Bave bicon mueed. Allio all n's
euite o complicated pleture: You've ot class and social
structure criss-crossed by what's guing on m a given
ared ecomoimically (nor s inrermes ol cmployment)
Uleen this 14 criss-crossed hy the dillerences herween
local political culmre. What sworries e 15 that, becsuse
of the way local arcas are orgamsed, guiee large
srretches of the south are losing the whole notion ol a
pelitical euliure constrocied arsund socialist ideas:

Certhe fasl eypht yenrs emdlopment and manufacturg m the
Wext Mrdlundy hane declined facter than in many. olfer regtons.
Yet there sead a0l rtrong suppord for-the Lores o the election in
Birntingham and the West Midlands, How do yia accaunt fier
hig?

Tr's almost as.though the Midlands have become the
hattle ground Letween north and south. In 197% ane of
thes trucial sections of the vote that Thatcher scems to
have picked up was the rrades unionists — male, skilled
and semi-skilled — inothe West Midlands. That wasa
ceal triwmph for her. Ac the time it was put down Lo
things like the winrer of discontent (the fact that thiese
rrades nninnists were consuimers of those disrupied

Winning the workers
who voted Tory

Britain's changing political geographyv and

class structure, clearly reflected in the
general clection results, carry massive
implications for Labour's tuture prospects,
DOREEN MASSEY, professor of
geography at the Open University and a
former director of the Greater London
Enterprise Board, discusses the 1ssues with
KATHY LOWE.

sprvices and not the low-pand workess themselyves) ad
tothe promise of liaa culs.

De-indusirialzation had por hie the West Midlands n
ruite as seyvere & form then as it has subseguenuy. So
Tharcher gained envrmous ground w *79. T this
general lection she bias not netceably strdngihéncd that
piosmion bul neither has Labour won it back, That's
what is awlul. Labour's vote ammongst skilled workers as
& whuole pationally went up by 15 national average
percenlags 24 far a3 onecan 1ol 5o Taheur's position
among them has heen consclidared this time tound. e
it s sull astonistiungly loweand snfl low compared with
zay, 1974

Why face 7 Labour been able to re-comquer ther dost. grasnd !
Lotz of reasons. Some segments of the populanon, as we
rouched on eathier, think they are doing reasonahly well
oiir of Thatcherism. Fundamentally; whar Labonr dif in
this olecniom was o strengthen o rrpdiional bases
Interestimghy, its grivwth of support m the hearriands has
hoen mainly among women who are now vonng [Labooe
asmich s men. Now that’s an achievement. However,
pverall, Labour mbeft with a situavon o which s a
parry of the have-nots, That's whers you oome up
against the skilled worker problem such asin the Wesr
Mudiands:

Labowr 'i electien tamfiaigel fame gerass gy seeruing o say (hat
Lalosr wandd take money from emploved workers fo hedp
unemployed. Wasn's thiv @ froblem fn wanstime dhe supgort of
beiter paed workers”!

s triae that an the end Labour’s campaign was maindy
abour redistnibarion. The argumenr focnssed on
collecime taxes oy pay for services partioalarhy for those
whio are losing oul under Thatcherism. That ought 1o
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be done. But untll Labour bas a projece for organising
the economy in a different way, 8 wiy Lthat does not
Pm';'m:r the polarsatong m sociery, we will never geL
workers who are doug relatively well under
Thatcherisin £ven listening to us. Those people, and
thuse whe have Insea feel for the old focialist taditdons,
necd @ much more positive vision for the future than
Labour has ever presented — something s lor more:
challenging to capitalsm.

fn Leomdon, the 1.6 per cent increase in Lafour 't nafe ipas
Fetog the nativnal aoerape moreare. Do you ik thec ic related
fo the changrng clids strnitiire 6 London vr wwar 1t more fo'do
srth the campargn apainrt the so-called Sowny lgf'?

T rhink i's.both. London dido't do as badly for
Labour as the rest ofthe south . The pereentage
increasein Labour's vate was higher thiin s increase in
the sonch west, souch rastand case anglia. On the other
hand; heeause large chunks of Tondon are waser ity
areas, and because of {aceors ke the mherirance of the
GL, it should kave done better. To cxplain this, T chink
wir have to seaod oul very strengly against a generalsed
notien ol a ' London effeet’. We also have 1o look a lor
deeper than simply saying that the Londun Labour vote
suffered beeavse of the campaign agalnst the loony
ift". Tn Bartersea, Purney, Fulham, Bow aud Poplar
and m Newham Souach s didn's. As far as ome can el
in these cunstituencies i was changed in the social
seructure which were the 1nain cawse.

These changes relace to Thatchier's econamic strategy,

2 seratey thar savs forger manafcmrmg imdustry, let i
gis the interaational division of labour will take it,
Iocuzion the Ciey and oo prodices sepvices for uudusicy,
hroadly defimed, This hias had an epnormous impact an
the social scructure of Lundon, leaving many poople
marginalised and the old fabunir movement derimared
while a turge swalle of the poupulation now enjévs a laot
af money

Ancther nnportant clement i the election 10 London
wits- Lhe GEG. The o did give a kind ol coherence to
Londan and wo Tabour palines m the middle of
Tharchiertand T rhink thar itrhe leaders of thie Labou
Party were really radical they wauld hiave defended the
GLea lat herrer than chey did. And rhey would have
fun an olection campaign on & Londar-wide hasis for
the resimatitution of melropolitan government — naot
pecessarily for Ken Livingstone — bt for aoset of
polimes and polites it have proved popular, Tros
flear, however, that tie Lubour leadership doesn 't ke
those polleiss and [t backed off fmm thar,

Whar govtof fusure diyew see fur Londan it ot arenscaf grear
twendth and the Crey on dhe one band and the largere nimbers af
hermployed of ary andisteradiied vty of Westtern Exvrapie on the
ather? W there be generalised profberaty for London or do you
tlamdiaf oo dlestomed o became move ke Newe York with heueily
guordrsd enclanes of spectacular wealth and hupe arews of
Argriiatian:’

T foumdd it guite astonishing that Thatcher starod ho
elocnion campatgn o the sle of Dogein the Tonden
Bowklands Development Corporation. She clearly
Lelieves that s success, She sees the inner ety
problem ass problem of property develnpment. Her
kind ol strategy isgomg o Joad oo bighly divided
popudaton; we can see ir happening already

The quesrion 15, will her stearegy in Tioadon be aall
translarable 1o other cliies? A Fw urhan development
corparations, an attack oo public sécwr housing and
educanon. What jerhar going o do o the cities of the
nortli? 1ewon't produce the Tste of Dings offert horause
privarr capital is just nol s interested 1 chese cites,

Bur i will break up politically the bases Labiour has,
withnut producing gaus lor the middie class. The two
big items on the agenda, il seems 1o me. are how the
hell do we winanything in the ssuarh and how does

Labour defend rhe bases it s0ll holds. particularly the
inner citics?

Phere fas been o [ol of divcusriun abour the yunbelt strip — the
teshern, corridns divithing from el anglia to the qwest country
wehest mew electronie and computer indusivies are centred. Mamy
af the toorkesy in these new firmr are nat el paid et there way
@ high vate for the Lorier in these arear Fon § this o poradar?
Lt petated 1o the low devel of Wttionisation in thesy mdistries?

Lhiere is low wmionsation and abso high
unenplovment in many luwns of 1he aren. ©think we
liave to make a distinelon between' the smaller towns
and the more rural parts of te sunbels srrip — and the
rovwens, What Llind most difficult 1 thacwe didn'| win
towns such as Slouul, Basildon of Harluw —
mianuacturing wwod with, in‘many cases; local Tabanr
coanmle Althogeh Labooe’s wnee went up in those
places it didn’t go up tnough w win, Alsn, A swing
lrorm 01 to Tary there was olien evadent, W just have
pei gie down mand think whiyv. L relaies w what we were
saying belore ahour the necd for new economir
sirategies lor the Fmire

dn THET fhe Toartet wen 50 pév cend ol Whe oule tre Seotland
W fad v the sronificance af Ry drgenatec dpng-teem decling m
sttt for the Torter there®

Bufore we get oo #xcited. the pereentage that the
Tories hold in Seatland, 24 mer eenir, s higher than
Tabour's pervenuages it the sourh east, easr anghis and

the soth wesl, So to talk sl oowipe-out o the
Clonizervarives i Suodand 58 0 bl ever tie wop,
paricalarly 25 there ave Iour parties in Scotand
Nonethelisssin torms af represontanves in parhiamen
ey dis Juk exeremehy weak Also Sontland 55
different nution. witk i=s vwhn pabirical and eulroral
history and bt oo insnturions welded mgether inoa
diffeeent way. It therefore presenis a different kind of
politieal geolidem drom, sav, rthe abisence of Labuwur in
the Soutll edst foe any fiunere Labour governinent.

The highest percentagn at the vote regionally for
Tabemar s now i the noreh Leass e in Scetland. | hope
thar the Soottish MPs, as well ws mising quite Jegithnate
guestinng shoul the Tories” moeal authority i Seorlar,
will lead & barrle thar Lahour people in the north and n
Wiles vun adlso be parraf

M yotr Meemk ol il wves Be pocethile for Lebosr fodom e
south o fonr b el @ maperniy green the olunaing e
eiraetirs yii 've falled abond and e decreaniag nunther of
miarcied dorker:?

Yeu Do, bt Tdan 't think st means moving rght. Io
Ny ways F means heing more radacal, ceelanly as far
as evonmmic policy is coneerned . Ecanomic poliey this
e diden’cheld weether. For examile people dren’t
mrcrested wanother Sanonal Investment Bank thut
goonig to (il in the gaps thal the privan: sector caunol
fill. We have 1o ghow that there are wavs in which an
ecanamy can be reviralised which don’t invalve the
polarsations of Tharchersme L Lalour sticks to the
strutegies uf this rime Ldin’s think thore is o way of
winimy, But that’s nol 1o sav thatin principle the
sagialist project couldn 't wim the suppaen of a majority
af the popularion, (F course 1L could
& Doreen Masvey £t the auibor of Sparial divisions of
Lahour (MacMian ), The anammy of job [oss wuh
Rivhard Meegan [ Methuen), and g conlributor with Hilary
Watnwright to Digming decper 155u0s in the miners strike
{ Verso).
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Who's new

inthe
house?

THE - NEw parliamentary  Laboor
party is the most left wing ever. L can
overthrow Kinnock and replace him
with aleft wing leader. | know, 1 read
it ln the PDaily Mail. The trouble is Kien
Livingstonz and sectons of the "left’
seom to believe it tow.

S0 what is the reality ! Will we seca
ew left wing in pachament dedicated
to the vyverturn of sociery as we know
it? Unlikely. A suick glance at the
people on the Hat of *101 damnations’
ghows that half the people on it want |
wsee the pther hall expelled, People
who have supported the witch. hunl
and Jmpositon of A candidate  ul
Knowsley Momh  like  Michael
Meacher and Tam- Dalyell arc on the
same list as thuse they woild hike w
see thrown oul b the Labour Party, |
fiever mund  pacliament, like Lhave
Mellise and Par Wall.

{(Mthers on the s include lepding
LASC supporters like Ken Livingstonc.
whi €ees his role as reomiting the
Trtuse and Campaign groups.

Crhers: i the 100 who  wore
suceessiul include dedicated Kinnock-
fres like Keith Waz, -new M for
Liofcester East, and Joan Buddock,
o representing Deptlond.

The class smugele wing of the
Campaign  group of  MPs owill |
undimbedly be strepgthened by a lew
new  addinond. —  Bob.  Cryer,
retuining  unscathed from®  he
witielakes of Sirasbourg, and | P
Wall, ar his second antempt, alio
representing  Bradiord; and ai leass
two of the new black %MPs; Diane
Ahbor and Bermig Grant, are likely 1m0
both join and &t lesst shake up the
grofip

Bt ir is the soft lefr to contre. Tnbine
grolp that will-behefit must from the
new mrake of Sonmish LCU-influencnd
Staliniste Jed by Grorge Galloway, the
unidoubed shift oo the right of 10-20 of
the previous Campaign group, and
severwd of the new London MPs. The
Tribunw group, will, of course, sct as |
luyal defenders of Kinnock and the
new-style, nagc-consciogs party,

While there is no doubt thal the
ooy left’ came up an the doofsicp

throughoot: the counery, (the busges
danger now could be-thap sections-of

1he left themselves believe n it J

The “mnderae” and rghr-winy chia-
racler of the campaigh disarmed La-
bawr in-the fwee of Tory attacks, and
iy Labour’s de-
fear. Delence is 2 good exanple. Kin
nock ddopred rhe strategy of saving as

was & materiil [actor

lirtle as peossible albowt it while the

Tores lanimered iheme rhat La-
wintild Britaim defence-
Bur where was the Lahonr ultach
prr wastng L15 bitlion on the “Uricens

Taiie euve

less

missat system? Where was the ar-
pepopd 10 rmobilise
st :-!::.r_[j-ji__'n_' Lilbons each year an

defomding the sheep i the Mulvinas!

popitlar cutrage

Where wis e arremipt to show thas

pespuries wasted on useless ilizary

khiardwiire |:¢|‘:|:'. e used on s ocially
vsedul werts® 0 course, Thore epudd
b ne b arrempl, bocanse Labow

had  promised 1o spend- all  money

Ayl on r.'lll.IITﬂl. ':\'.\F.Ill'lrlF H1 YT -
tional delence!

But despire the banishmenl of rad
caligin, orany relerence to socsalistn nr
real ann-capitalist mcasures, WETe 48
ae disube thit s campaign streng-
thened the duthorey ol Kinnock as
leader of (e Tabour Party, 1o such. an

that he is less vulnerable as
Laboor Party  an
¥f the Tones —
al Jeast for the tme heing. Mo mafter

extenl
leader nf the

[hzircher is as leader

whar eriticistus the lefr makes of the
campatizn, thie conelusion that manyin
the Labour movement will draw s
thatl, within limis, i worked and was
credible, After all
welt up; more seais were won. It s
gz for the Labour leadership to pros-
first slep”
which will be

the  T.abuur woie

ent the outcoipe as the
the defeat.of te Tories,
rended off with & resounding virtory
at the pext cleenon. Thig 15 going to
feaed 1o a very difliculy situanon for Ui
lefi i ochie Labowe Parey

‘despite the attacks on
them. Labour’s left
MPs were not defeated’

The balance sheer that the mght
wing will draw 15 thal the campaign
was on the right lines, lur that Labau
was snll reu much hampered by the
loony left” imiage. sspecially in Lon-
don
policy which cost several percentage
ponnes of the votes, Roy Tlateerslev has

and by a pon-nuclear delence

within davs of the clection alpcady
drawn thigconclusion. fr ssems inevi
able therefore rthat the outcome of the
glectiom — a Tory vi

tory plus ftreng-
thened authority for Kinnock' s leader-
ship — wull lead w now arttempts 10
stult the pioliey of the party further o
the right and ro frther marginalise,
and even dove jeft’

A Fimstostage of this will be 2 cam-

put, the *leed §

paign G reverse oo
TR

CORATTILLLIOE i'1|

gains inside the party in the

1446 of pariiamme -
ary candidstes 1
Labour Party mewmbors
by Joeal (e

wrove. Inodhe DodEer rerme. sotmnd Gl

early Selectiog

a paseal hallos of wll
rarher e
ks

5 -I:I:J:|:~'_|L|“l:f-'1- kit £

tien in the non-maclear delencs poli
st rhis will ke time. The
witch hunt against the left will rd
huweyer, be slow mcoming. The ke
nock leadership will ase every Ly

15 likely,

[y Y o MM

paraloy  of * the

E'.'-'.I.i-';_(;n 1 DO OVET B FIE Il.l.]'

lefr-wing Lubour Mt A o
of these, ke Par Wall Wleeale

ard Mildeed Gardon, ca Lowly De sad
tev be ol the hard lell. whils
miuch bigeer group as soft Iefe of
kind or anather. The clectinm ol ke
Livingstrme, and woa mauch less
extent Thavid Blunkeut
sipariom ansole e
hour Party

Livingstong

anuvitiisl

Teates o [N

:':R:'!i.il"-f'.'l..ll- I'a

will
preseil hinsseld gs the mnew leag

urpd i

Labour dofr as well ns pusiing forsan
i rl-ll' 'I_ 1=

his projoct for breaking d
stons between Uie

3 el tre  2ia
lefr, O3 course @reater unmaty o Tt
Labour leli ts desirable anoaseld, fu

5 whrrther b can b
arhieved o the hasia

the quest

ol class st

nolitics; withow the hard lefr amel
mcking i hehind @ new accormmes.
tinn 1o Kinnack

THE tant R eheht will mo doull try
exploat the facr thar the Labonr vl
anly wenl up by pne per cong 3

doeand that three Lopdon seans vy
bos1, This result canne attor & cdsds
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medis canpalgn several  vears”

tiiane agamar the loany’ London

left-wing Fabour councils] and their
anli-racigt and 1-senint prolicies:
|'tus campaign reached o crescendo in

But the pattern of thre vore in Lon
i iz complex and contradicrory, In

somée Labour eonsmtiencies the mago-

ritigs mercpsed — tor example o Ly
hmgron Morch,  Jeremn
pearly doubled. In Isbingeon South
Tahor held on agains: @ strong Al

Cortivn s

Hance challenge. Where Labour lost
there particular  local
factors. In Waltham Forest the oisms-

rrously high ratc fse imposed by

seats, WENS

=]

Labour eouncil eertainly lost the scs
L Batterses and Fulhaom, the lost se

BES
could well be due o secwl changes
thesge constitnencies — o resuft of gon-
rrification and an lnflluy of “vuppics’.
Despite the attacks on them, lefi

wing MP3 in Lopdon were nor de-
leated. Tnoarcas where there are left
Lubour councils, the Labour vote held
up — with the exceptions of Waltham
Forest and Faling, Hilary Benn being

hamniered in Euling North bedduse of

[ Cam-

annther sant

rafes Mcrease

den, there were swimgs 1o 1 WEE IR
both the Jocal constituences, as thore
were  im several  other  left-wing

borolghs

The point remains, however, that
London, although having areas ol
greil prosperity, also his the highes:
aumber of unemployed people of any
ctty in Europe, Labour should have
done better and the face that it didn't
must be partly due to Taboor's faillore
1o counteract the savage media cam:
pagn againar the “Jonny left”.

I'he main responmbility for this les
with the Labowr leadership, which mot

failed o defend 1ol wing councils
againsr a bharrage ol press lies and
distarnons, bot on numorous. ooca-
sinms pamed inowill their own reaction
ATy arracks

The carefully leaked *Hewitt letter
wits jusl the mese obvioes prool thar

THE ONEY REAL lisers 1 the narth of
Lieland reati were the leadersiap ol the
Official Uneamists and e Demiocratic
Uninnists. They saw their ol vole
drop considerably  and suffered the
embarrassment  of  Insing Enoch
Powell's zear in Sourth Dlown o the
constitutional nationalise Fddie Me-
Grady of the Social Democrane and
Tabour Party.

The sDLF now have three seats at
Westminster whereas al the 1983 clec-
uon they had onalv one. Thev failed,
however, in -the mawmn.-aim _of their
clection campaign — founseat Cerry
Adams of S5mn Feinin the West Belfast
conatitieney. Adams percentage voimn
actualy ncreased ) feome theay ol 1983
and there was. also’ & swing [roin the
Sip e Sinn Fein i the Nortl Belfast
constifuency. Owverall, the: Sinn Fein
vote fell 2.4 per cent; a dedline which
can be atributed ws nationalist voters
un South Pown plumiping [or the sDHIP
candidate in-an attempt 1o got Powel]
oul, and divisions within Sinn Fem
over Uhe cheice of candidite in another
rural sonstituency.” The general pic-

ture on the nationalint side 12 0f Sinn
Fem slightly increastiie its supporl in
Beifast working class sreas bur dropp-
ing voles clsowhere.

The drop in the unianist vore re-
ecis #@ double dhasansfaction amongs
unmnisl voters. The first waz consi-
depable anger within the ranks of Tan
Paisley's Democratic Unionist Parry
ower the insisience of theie leader thas
the pariy contnue s alliance with
therr uld rivals In the Oficial Union-
wis. DOP members and voters have
been raueht for twanty vears o dis-
trust the more upper olass Official
Unionists both because of their suppo-
sy ahaky umonmand their oimsers
vative economic and secial policies.
N the person who has been teaching
thal lessyn — the more ‘populisi” Tan
Paisley — hasheen the strongese sdvo-
cate within the DR of a wnired fron:
willt the Official Uninnisti over appa-
sition o the Anglo-Irsh Apredment.
But that tils epposition: has jrself mn
into something of an impasse provided
the second reason for @ growing lack of
condidence in the uniomel twin leatder-

Unionist vote drops

ship amongst their nonnally rabid
SUPPOTIETS.

Bur juat as the unionist leaderships
faced: something of a crisis they have
heen thrown an amasing lifedine in
the hiznrre figure of Jobn Stanley, the
aew sceond-in-command in the north
of Ireland in- the Thalchey govern-
i, Srantey is a [ormier ministor for
the armined forces and a8 such favours,
acconding 1o the Trish Time,. ‘more
stringent military acron egoins the
ia." Bul the really exicaodinary
[aeet of Stanley s that he s an evange-
lical protesant and as sich is of the
same n:lj.giuuzi 1k a& 1an l'i.liiﬂ.t‘}". The
final insult 1o northern Irish carholics
is-that Stanley replaces Nichnlas Scokt
wh s a catholic and has been the chicl
target of Tan Paisley's ire for the last
five years. Many umonists will be
thinking that the loss of the rather
unreliable Enoch Powell is more thas

offset by the arrival of Stanley. A new.

attempt to sct up 2 devolved parlia-
ment in the north of Lrelaod 3 now
likely to follow.

Geoff Bell
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Labour scorns the women’s vofe

Wi now  HAVE the highest-over
numther of women Mi‘s = & total of 41
cutnpared t0 23 glected in 1983 (which
luter rose o 28in by-elections). Out of
thiese 31 are Conservative, 1T Labour,
two Alliance and ene Scotrish National
Party, But how miich docs this meally
miean [or women? The S10's radical
rabli; Jalia Nreoberger claimed that
this was the “first eleclion in which
women's t=mues  Are. being  taken
serioushy and have actually got int the
manifesto. Labour's Thana Jeuda was
qustas exclteed, s extraordmany.
Someihing haz changed; it may be as
simple az that expediency requires that
wonen o taken senously, bu there 1
no queston that i's happened. Yes,
wi've gt women on-the apéenda at
fase”

Bt though pétting more women
into parament undoubtedly, reflecs
something, women can be forgiven for
not poppiig the champagne corks just
yet. The ruling parry is.3ct om raking
things in the opposite direction. Un-
hike the other parties. the Tories did
not {arget women ag 4 group at il in
the eloctinn betause, s vice-Chairman,
Emma Nichobon clalined . "we're
treating worien s equals!

The record af the Torics in govem-
ment - shows what alie thie 5. Ths
government abialished the unjversal
maternity grant, imposed a fax on
workplace nurseries, and child care
allowances. Tr has been taken to the
European court 11 times on issucs like
cqual pay, fedroment and marticd
wiomen's @ccoss to the carer’s allp-
wance, While its’ European counter
parts in West Germany, for example,
pay some hip service to feminiat-rheto-
ric the Tory Party doggedly refeer any
notion ol equal opportunitics ar work
and Nicholsan ardmits that such adeas
*have not really formed o part of our
thinking’.

Women may have succeeded in
getring women's bsues onto the anen-
das of the . opposition partics bul i
wonld be overstating the caze to say
that these Issues were put clearly he-
fore the woters. The proposal for 2
ministryfor women for example tin-
doubtedly reached some and one pull
showed over 6 per cene of women in
favour.-But the same poll also showed
that 40 per cont thought it was being
put forward by the Alllance.

In fact the Alliance @re opposed to
such @ policy propusing  instead a
ministry of justice (sinilar to the min-
sterd i droit de | Rommg widich the right
wing French government ser up in
place of the Socislists’ minssmry for
women), The Alhance pui forward o
programme for sireagthening the equ-

ality legislation, for contract comp-
liance (wherchy cmployers with gov-
ernment contracts dre forced 1o com-
ply- with cortain targets for cqualiny),
for parernity-leave, oqual educational

-opportumity and se on,; But the muin

plank ol their plarfnrm. for cquality
wié 10 emphasise the deniand for 50
percent women onall-public bodies,
Tn other words equality ‘is. to he
achieved from the wop, hoedly, when it
comer dowr to. it, a-real altcrnative to
Thatchenite policies.

The Labour Parcty's programime an
the wilier hasd, did have the makings
ol such sty alternatve. Even the Trade
Uniernisis for Taboar booklet given

out to Tabior canviassers 25 4 guill:.

inghuded alt the muin planks of this and
yer mst Lalious Pirly activisis pro-
bahly did not realise what was o it
There was the demand for a national
minimumn wage, for equal pay and
vonditions: and | job secarty for paft
trme workers, contract comphance, for
nursery places for all thyee and four
year-obds, for well women cinics, for
perental Teave and for-a minksory for
woren's rights oven with a suggested
ligure of 10 million for s bodger.
Noticeably dropped: From. this Tist
was any demand for abertion tighes, a
lyachpin of women's struggles in the
Iahour movement lor dver a decade
and therefisre all the more [righitening
for the Tabour leadenship,
Wevertheless this programne, if ln-

plemented, wiould liave very far refch-

ing. effects. Perliaps this iz why thi
electon campagn itaelf on thess sauce
wits 50 cspecially avodyne. An armicle
. Labonr Plirty Newer entitled Listening
(0 Womicn was 2t pains 1o point ont
that any programme would rake a lnng
long time o implement and did not
even menbon the more gilractlve paris
of that programme sl

While ir iz true thar all Labour pross
conferences hiad at least ono women on
the platform, the overwhelming fmi-
pression. from the party  political
broadeasts, apart from the one on
women, was ol grivesiited men spori-
ing red roses: [Uwas ae il the Labour
leadership beliowod that the only way
they could show they were & maich [or
Thutcher was o wheel ‘out the men,
The earing -sude was dealt with by
Glenysand shots of Kinnock going one
begter than! most politicians, pot jll!’-t
kiszing Lalies bul also changing nap-
pies.

1n the aftermath of the election de-
feat pundits mside el ootside the
Labour Parry bave been guick 1o ar
gue that results prove that the Tory
voro will nut budge, Labour's cam-
paign was slick and professional, the

increasing trend of women luming

ceenl of the voting pepulanon and arc |

argument goes, and still they did apt
win. I we examime women's vollng
patterns however, we find that the
Tory vote i budging and, who knows,
if the eampaign had been e Jittle Jess
slick and & Lite more definite n k-
ing forward the policiés on-wimen, it
might-have bodeed even more:

Lahour have s great deal of catching
ap to do where women volirs anc
concerned. 14 was the Tories who gave
women the vile and the Tories whi
had the first woman MP and now have
provided the first woman prme min-
ister, Lhe Tories have therelore ul-
ways had the lion’s (s} share of the |
wimen's vore 2nd sall do foday,

Yot sinen the Lite 1950s the Torles
share of the women’s vite has been
stoadily declining; The shift-is nor -as
dramaric as b the Uniteid Stares bot it
ie there, Wounen are fiow nn longes
‘tnore Hkdly to vote Tory and juse as
Tikehy o vore Labodr as men. Accord-
gt the Timieroof 13607, i this
eleciion  Labour nearly halved the
Congervalive's lead among women of
20 per cent to 11 per cent, & £.5 per
cent-swing, This was particulardy e
aming young women where the "Pory
lead was revérsed 1o an || point La.
bour lead.,

Labour did better among older and
younger women than i did among
older and younger mer. Much of this
changr  hias  wéewred  through
weaknesses on e Tory side, Accord-
ing o one poll laken in April this year
the main eaes which the majority of
whomen siw aE impartant were cduca-
tion and the pational health service,
Giiven Lthese figures it seems alfoost
criminal hat women were ridt mere
targetied in the Tabour campaign. A
further poll raken in April shows that
the Tories sl have 53% - of “their
siipport frimn wormen - the Alliance
54 % and Labour only 50%.

Sdiy i relation oo wornen: the lesson
we must clearly diaw 15 not that thi
Tty voie will aot hudge nor that we
migsr- amm for the middle grosnd by
improving  Labonr: Party  political
broadceasts, The way th acceleraie the

away from the Thories 1% o pul forwand
Labour's policies lowd and  clear
including on abortion tights and to
actpally ofmanlse o defend - women
frivem tlack under this-next term of &
Fory government, Women arg 52 por |

fust a5 likely to vote as are men. It is
abotir tirne that the Labour Pariy woke
up to this fact and rather than purpert-
ing to “lulen Lo women', actually did
sornething ahout i,

Jude Drury
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Lhe=vin T3

Kinnork 18 emharrassed by and op-
poacd T st 1_-|_||_m| opporiunllies,
ari-ravist - and  ano-diEcrTODATGEY

which he lesls mnavy alierate

of the white made working
 endiwsement of Tory pro-
pagandd Las compoeinded rhe pro-

divimig preated by Kmnock's ca il

oy the Lories aver ratc-cappiog

and the alusdiven af the G

Foufk: Braok  Labour MP: were
elecied, .a majnr breaktlrough for g

ul bla

i the sdiccess nf b

[ pFES0nTa

LeatITmT Y

Berie

Hittr arty

picsrid fnsicle the Tua
Crruat's vore o Totenbuon hedd up.

deapile TR maEjur prez:  Campa
ety far his

und s nie
wiadfier the Broad-
Cihvionssly

agalnar him

upri

Irluack

jin 1 large markeers

wianan Hackney North, wlier a vicious

L campagn agatnsn hor, cas did
| Baareng in Brent Sourh; Kewrh
7 rliete the Tory mighmwinger

rr Rrmmnvels in Leiceste uth
wealbv W gz, Abhatt and Roawcng
are on the salt left, Nonertheless, the

g ool acars by black st w
At ard by
laik people, and sid the fight o Tmk
the labour movement ©ooa

WL

nghtds be soen

W03~ FaEgESE

Aud hlark srmiggles. [ois unlikely thae
sl a H 1

meau]e vtk

woeld hiave been

i st waged Ly black
Moy an the teelh o opposition
from the Kinnock leadership, The

declaration of cantinued suppors for

ikE],

Black secuone made by Bermie Grand

15 i PrOMmistg
vof Rlack stPe wall not
the srmagele hlark
sniatin of hlack peoapleom the

mMovement.
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THE ELECTION RESULT eomdensed 1o a
single snapshar rthe whole preceding
perind of political development. Thie
defeat of the 1984-5 miners® sirike was
the basts oo which the Tory advance
was made, The miners' strike was the
kiw test of the last Tory govermment,
which it passed voly because the lea-
dership uf the labodr movement failed
it. Even tl'the miners" sirike had ended
1 COInpPromiac, without an oul-
rght victory for nither side, Tharcher

W

winlil have been deciéively weakened
Thr defear ol the mianers sirike, of the
prmtwnrkers’ sirtke and of subsequen
strugnbes, his also canditioned the out-
ditheal changes ingide the

cimne uf the p

lalsdhur savome

1 Thatcher was the main winper of
thie miners’ strike, thon in a legser way
s owias: Rinnock, The defear of the
thened. rhe grip of th

ners wre
bt wing ir

1 the trade unlon move

myent andd the burean whle

Uiy iy

and dealt a blow o the delt leadeeshp

in the Libour mosement, payiicelarls
(ot associuced with Bennand Scargll

Thatcher his now boe giv
bianehe (0 press dhead. Tt goes with

satving (it bitter now arracks on every
aection of the working: class are 1 the
pipeline. Those who were influsiced
by T
val increased oo all

o Eoing ti fincd
vhe

pnemployerd,

tax s are

includhing  food,  The
especially the youth, are going to be
th dric

rrieke them work fo

el wi AN now schemcs: -

r their dole

Frerv seetor of the welfare state will
comie under renewed attack ;) especsad]y
the health service. Major new powers
Fhi-ta
o therr looo
mngly be taken over by nanonal g
ernment. Privitisation ol local

en tu divest Jovad authurilies

tions. wlich will inceeis-

EuverT-

ment serv . owitter and elecineily

will procesd hnmediately.

All his will rranstare self inao
venewed attacks on johs i

and t OO OCgAnisaATion
Every parrof che work giwril] froed
theeffor bach
iy the workplace and in theiwr pockers,
This is espeacially so becauss not only
are the Tor
TEpTE

=t

ich they

it determned crush  the

rngth of the working clasy and “eli
minate socialisim’ o thebr Quesi for o
privacised, oally free markel eco-
nomy; but the depth of the coonomie

ir

iz, anid e lmpending aew worid

vioodo s, That-

pecession compel the
chier s vaciory 138 viceory far the Cliry
spava, for ewvery perrv boss and
hurcaurrar and for every police thug

1t the whale of the oregamescd work-
plass 1= now pushed onra the
i

casive, then soc1s the et of the

laborir mveemens. In the unions - oew

rralism’, the philosophy of olass colla-

horatiem and smeleunion deals, will

receive a new boost. The rmade unbon
bureancracy will back the right in the
Labour Party in a new witch hunt
against the left, attempting o scape-
goat the lelt for the elecroral deteat In
a simation in which it is more diflicult
to launch working class struggle, irwill
be more difficult Tor the left 1o resist
these attacks

One, mure positive, lacior o (e
new Situation, however, is that 1L ls
rardly credible any more 10 avgue in
favour of holding back a fight in order
o wall for the next Labour govern-
ment. For workers faced with privan
sation, redundancy and closure or

specd-up, there s 0o prospect of res-
tue by the next Tabour government
Workers faced wirh such aracks will
v idown 1o def

Lhe vpen guestion s whether the
clectoral deleal proves sich o major

iow tooworking class morsate and con-
fidener that such & fighthack agains
Tary atrarks cannor be mounted, No
doube there is-an immediare demorali-
satien  and  dsappmnoment, bur i
guldd be wrong 1o expect one of the
st massively trade-unionmsed work-
ng clresesin the world meckly 1o bow
down m frone of these attacks

In this article we have pone mto
some Hetail about whiit happened in
There exists an
ubtra-lefl beliel that elections are *iree-
our view elections do
reves] o g ymportant aboae the
relanion of rlass torces at a partcalar
print n nme. The Loy victory does
=0t the framework lor the class strupgale
tiv come, but it cannot, m igsclf, deter-
muine the ouicomne of thar strugele

Wl

the  election  atsell

levane®, bt

A mapn) now round of strugple -
side the Tabhonr Party is inevitable as
the righe pushes home is auack, The
[rarel deft ranmot shirk that stragele,
and must determinedly resist disitio-
sionment abuul pariicipating o the
debiate witlun the Labour Farty. But

the

in the next penod of hard strugy
brd Jelt can only creare the basis [on
extending itz mfluences if it can make
iself & marenal factor i the outcome

ol working class stmggles. 1 Marxiss
and others on the hard lelt have no-
thing te offer in the way of solidarity,
perspeonives and  leadership mo the

comiit g struggles, then tiey will not be
ahle marenally w modify the relation-
ship of class forces:

Thar s the perspective that the lefi
must set el 10 base itsell lnaly on
the sfruggles of working people, of
viuth, women and bhlack pgople
Fhrouuh |'|||I||']i.!|‘|g these -'|1J'L'lg’::]tt and
by L'Lg_':fliﬂq tan lead them, the left can
assemble the [orces to strike back
Tharcher's eleetion victory was: but
ate act in A projenged drama ol class
ernfliclt which has been raging 1o Bri-
Liin sinoe the late 1960s. In this drama
wehave hardly reached the interval —
the finale is along way off, ®
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The good, the bad and the ugly

THE LEFT wing linc-up in the 1987
general clection ranged  fiom the
ghstentionista (who =aw the whale af-
fair a3 an occasion for =deline com-
menes,  sturits. and - poses)  through
varied degress of opportunism and
prindiple (o the ‘oler right wing e
mges of the. orogs-class  ‘désigner
votng' Communise Pary

The problem for the abstennonists
— gpocially thise runnini propagan-
tla candidacies — was that the most
rlass congscious workers saw Lhe glec
fion as o seriogs malter: o crucial op
portanity to tieow oar e s sayvage
bopses” government - sincye the 1920
‘Taft! prolést voles —
il miGEl @ rate iecourmnoe o Freik
British by-electinns — would: bie fow
anil far heowren

The Sociadpt  Workers
recognised this, Their election sligan
wiste labodr but build: & fighting
soctahst  alternative’  cepresented’ an
instintive desbre tot o/ fall too Girout
uf step with the mood of most iefde
vwmon militanty: Bur of course i lofr
twir glaring questions onanswered:
® Since the SWItrerngnises evory elec-
tiofi the political centraliy of rhe
Labour Party, why does o absram ber-
ween clections from any political fight
for alternatve policles and leadership
wrside the labour movement
®Juse whoe or what  does. heir
Hightiog sacialist alwernadive’ actually
fght agams?

genenil strike

Pariy

‘Sopali Worker &avs vole Labour
withoul illngeons. Be: prepared o fighr
Be prepared 1o argue

Far enonght hoe theve is fighting
and drguing o be done by Marxiats
insaie the Tabour Parry: Supporiers of
Labgur Brtfime, for ‘oxample, spelled
eut a Bold sdcizla altermative n Kin-
nock up-to and disring the' election:
Even SWP theoretician (Chns Harman
aclmits that ‘vast numbers® ol Labour
Party members loozght mside the party
for solidarity lor the ‘mimers. What
help were the SWP?

To be a senous revolutonary it is
nor sufficient W sevk an eavy niche e
relatively small “pacty” like the swie
(made up only af those who want o
overthrow the sistdm i s entiTeiy ™)
it is pecessary 1o fight the moch harder
baitles ‘Lo take ‘revolutionary policies
inte e mass organisanons and living
struggles of the working elass,

One grouping which docs nof even
pretend 1o beinteresed insuch o fight
is the Revolutionary Communist Par-
1y, Yer mnch of the RCPs *lefiism" i
Lsprely skin-déep bravado,

Their 1987 election miervention,
thinly. disguised o “the Red Front" of
|7 eandidates, showed yet again how

TG 1R

No socialism please, I'm
Kinnock

chsoriented and remote from wocking
clasy politics the RCE hus become

An arropant, schoolmasterly’ tex
lectared workdres on the similarizy het-
ween Labour and Tory pelicios, and
irststed

e this simple factis grasped (1),
it [ollows that supporing ‘Labour
makes o osense.”

But anyone looking w the BCP Jur a
revolutionary procramme  would be
wrore than disappointed. A skinipy
four-point text put foeward no fighting
policics whitever to nmbilive, organisg
or give leadership wo e working class,
There was nol one woid from the Red
Front wn-defence of healeh, education,
huusing or sodial services; nio policiey
to defend johs or wages; no calls for
exproprarion or pationalisation; oo
reference to o scbudism or revoludiong
i demands Jor workess” conurdl or
even strike action {lndeed ns policies
for the trade wiilons); mor was thero
even an-explanation of the volo of the
capitalist state and the necd to smash
it msteact the nmid Red Front SGivior
the widesr extension ol cvid hbertics
and equal mights for all!

So after wll the swagperinge, the Rop
ran-on policics to the wight of many
Tribunites, and -as mwlevent 1o the
wirking clans as the Monsor Ranng
Loony Party!

The finvreased majorities for can-
didates associated wiih Midand —
Termy Fields and Dave Nellisi— and
the strong showing by John Birvan m
Bermondsey  were the ourcome  of
campaigns which “eerainly stressed
ald-fiehoned ‘clasiissues’; but which
gave as litle voice or control o loeal
Eabour sciviara as Walwonh Road
campaigns did clsewhere,

Meanwhile Sarralisd Orpumaser [ vbte

H

Labour, kick out the Tooes") was
burely oven cfitical of Kinnock, reduc-
ing itsclf fo realing torgid anti-Tory
propaganda while explintly renounc-
ing any intenbun of presentine o
ggcialise altermative to the panty pro-
gramme. - Editer and pune  Jolin
Ci'Mahony 3¢t the tone In & lengthy
arrile which concluded:

‘For now (Neil Kinoodk aid his
tearmn ) stand against the Taries for the
interdsts of the working class. When'a
Labiour wovehiment bogns. o ag
against thoge intevesswowill Bave to
Gehi 1. Righy now . every -seriops
sucinlist shonld ose the mefaming
woek of the election period 1w do
evervihing b ar she caw o Jack ot
the Tores; awd pop an a3 Labopr
guyernment.”

Sorimiiol Artren has cermminly edalvied
rapidly 1o the right since the days of
the miners: stoke; when 1t was the
miast Eluvish supporier of cyvory pro
nuund erient by Arthor Seargill. 1 has
cumme inder’ now inflloences since i
siaried carmang bricfoases lor somme of
the Campetgn group of  MPs the
Campadgn groiap’s union lnks mchde
buteaucrane oppinents of Scargill,
like: the NUM Scously area’s - Py
Clarke, This has helped colour the
whnle politiey ol Seauiisl Action, whoze
elerion hopan "vote Labour iy avery
constituency’ was shaped with G-
fean Cimepy MNewe.

It may sewm strange thar & papor
regarding itgell as pars of the hard lefi
shoold feel ohliged 1o devore such pro-
minence (0 @ polemic sgamyt tactical
volimes but no-doabt Sormelint Action
knows s readers and supporiers well
encdzh o rocognise whal messape woy
rnost medpled

Meanwhile the Communist Pary;
which long dgo expelled all thosy who
znfl thought they were communises,
and widch  apposed  class aetion
throaghoat the minees" sivlke, Gon-
tinued g decline with anadvocacy of
cruss-class facncal voring m Masdom
Yiday. Prediciably the handful of GP
candidares, réedundant lefidvers’ fram
thie none-too-gloriouns hizgory of their
collapsing parry, won only o bandiol
of voros oach

The central issue hiphlighied iy the
rvents of the last eiphl yveairs remains
the acue pohitical origis of working
class Terdership, 1 &0 b this enntest
that the stopan of Labieer Reiefing (vore
Labour — and fighton ', conpled warh
an alternulive soriahst maniesia), and
the slogan of ouk magarine s first frane
(*vote Eahowr, bar fight for socialist
palicies’)  rorrecily spelled out  the
1agks shead
Harry Sloan
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The new face of capitalism

‘The waorld’s targt?hl data provessing SErVice
company’ — that's how US-based
multinational, Electronic Data Services (Lps},
‘n'q-'i[l"l wAll i':lll'lll_!ﬂ] Lurnover l'_}l- ;'.ITI.HJHl'l :‘E"l ]:l‘i}].j.l:?r].
describes itself.

RICHARD PAINE examines sis — 1t

history, its image, its attitude to emplovees

Ei% was FORINDED an Padlas on 1962 by H Ross Perol wilh
100y, Today it has assets of over BHAY anillion. and cmploys

25,000 peaple aoross the world

abtar
It &= the largest processor o private health clasins 1 th
wirld. More than 6 banks sow wse EDS comnputer servicgs —

agnin the single bigeest comnpany 1m0 this Geld Ao e woclil, T

services commercial insarance companies o the sune wa T
has major conteacts with the L% gon
Tr 15 involved i poinc
Goldsrar in South Korea
with Ofwerts in Tralv, Tt vecently bouekil Frencl
SPE(BO0 staff, 244 mlbion turnover), A olunned [sin
the Usa with Brnsh Trlecom onnly Juast fade
ground-at the end of last year
In Britam EDS empluyvs b wnrkers
fompiter operationg of London Regonal Transpor, RUPA
Arrplus (& new rredir card company in the

ermmenl s ol

VETLLLL

with Lhaewoo and Lacks

with Suzukl and lsueo do [apan, aend
soliware s

el vaoeer oft the

Tt miums rhe

well myver 1016

American Express
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and trade unions. Fns is also at the forefront
of aggresive manavement lechnigues, and
other companies are lollowing in its foorsteps.
The technological changes Fns and others are
implementing, and the

way they are doing i,

will allect every one ol us.

of the natioensl nursing

tradition )y, Lt manages the facihoes dag

board, amd 1 developiog the Midland Bank's accounting
syslens

Bul Kev o Bf recent development inoa marker EDS
managemenl reckon to beogrowing:ar 30-35% a vear — were
! 194

wiy o cordrgct m othe UK wirh Unilever for a

divttal esnimmnications network. EDS then wook

over Llniley vp computer sepvices subsidiary, and rthen

wor & reporied $5 hillion contradt ™ computerise the private

communicatlons  nerwork  linking  Unilever’s worldwide
nfFera
The second wis the complete takeover of EDS by the grant

ral Momors (GM) in a $2.6 billion

Vs-based multinaianal Ge

EOS ook on board GM's vast "health care

deal the sampe vear
benefit g
It gradually touk over

HEHETATTE
M own worldwide compute
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operations, forcibly transferring the stall v FI%S And 1t s
reponsible for developing all Gh's information rransfer systems
across the globe.

What is a 'datd processing service company’?

ED% contracts to computerise or updare, and run, the data
processing operations ol its clients, There is nn need lor them to
have their own DF departiments, F08 will do o all

DS offers more than modernised office and fetory
Syarermis: Mare EnPOriEnT are the communications facilifies thar
gn with them

Ihe most significant role for EDS in GM s its development
aof the factory of the fisrure, the *Sarern project’. Not only will
the machines in a particular GM fzctory be communicanng with
each other (via GM's MAP, or manufactoring aulamarion pro-
rocol), but they will be talking to other machines in otheér G

factories on the ather side of the world, Commuonication will be
digial, via GM's own sarcllite capahilities

G s aim is 1o deliver their cars to the buvers within a week
o ten diays — a0 destroying Japanese manulicturers’s cost ad-
vantage: Dealers will be connected (and eflecuvely ted) o Gin s
own engineenng, desion and munulacturiog operatons, in 2
Evervihing will be -
tegrated inta this automaced information network, Centralised

F-E.].'I'If]'[r.’i": svarem Tun by Lompulers

computer-aided design and computer-aided manufarmrmg will
eliminate many manual, clersal and engineering tasks. CM

estinates rthat this world [aciery eaviconment will need onle o
third of the labour of more taditional plants
Computensed supervizsion of all operations will provide an

unproredented degeee of monitoring and control ever workers

EDS’s new system enables GM
‘to know what doctor prescribed what
drug for what employee in what plant
on what da}f’

D. Linderman, EDS vice-president,

insurance grouf

GM's worldwide operations will be rreawd as one factory
Management will beable ta detect workers' resistance and move
production literally arthe touch of a buton — "eleerronic seabib
ing’. But each physieal location will be a “profit centre’, en
couraging inrense rompetition with the threar of dosure per

manently lianging over thom

The muost insidions feamire of this neltwork 5 that such =2
vast and efficient commumicanons system will beanm the hands of
private capizal. And 0 will be paralleled by simalar pri
systems developed by ather multindtionals

[he long-rerm aim of GM7s takeover of B0 18 10 provide i

ie

with a launching pad 1o sell simifar systems o rhis buge workd
markef

Fhese developments are no longer on the drawing board,
no longer figments in the fmagination of company direcioss
They arc happening now.  Lhe
telecoms nerwork indhe early 1980s was carvied outspeatically
1 allow these developments — and orhers — to take pluce. And
e the next two vears the netwark-will be further Liberafised 1o
allow mter-company, communications on the same. basls. This

liberahsatnn” of Brtmn's

pattern is being repeated rhroughout the capilalist world

EDS HAS AN aggressive pulille image. Best-koown was the com-
pary’s 1970 raid on lran. Pwo RIS employees had heen pailed
whilst developing the computer system for lean’s social seenminy
syvstem. A team ol EDS executives, led by a former Army com-
mander. were sent o rofoue them, a nussion accemplished by
INCIEIg: & crowel T storm the prison where the EDS mch were

held, This semi-military operation became the subject of
7 (later turned hitooa

Fulletr's bear-selling book On Winpes of

fili srarring Burt Lancaster)

EDS chalr Rpss Perot revelled in the macho and  racist
glory. But the experience léd to policy changes. No longer did
EDS operate on a project-by-prefect basis: From then on it tirn-
ed primarily 1o Western Europe and o developing. its awn
subsidinries.

Concerned with winning business and making profirs, EDS
shares ather multinationals’ disregard for any liheral norons of
ethics. In Septenber 1986 the G flen revealed that DS bad
imstructed US stall 1o lie to immdgrarion officials io order 1o work

po EDS projects in Britain withour work permits: These ‘rom-
porary sltachimenss' were authorised by Lana Lewallen, an
charge of the projoet al BUEA headuariers.

Arn px-employes ol EG, working at BUFA &t the time, con-
firmarl 10 me rhar this was the tase: '] remember the day my
manager’s permil arvived, about'a year after he started work at
KA, We celebraed i’

S0 why break the rules?
Partly it"s just conrempt fur national brundaries interfering
wirh intermational commercial eperagons, ENS goo caugal aod 11

s Daennd Refles -

dide’t pay — they later withdrew thewr now-pablicesed bty foir
contracts o bulld & conrral government data network Lo roplace
the existng police nanmnal computer

But it alsy peveals the sema-military lierarciical sievcture

of ED&% asa Compey . b DS policy at ome slage was 1o employ x-
military prrsonnel, and military attitudes permeate s manage-
ment technigues.

EDS is antb-uhion, ltke many other fu-tech gians (of which
the kargest, IBM. is the classic example) Ac EDS all emplovecs
have o abide by an eight-page vede of conduet (whose hasic
principles are 'honesty and miegrity '), Thisincludes irrms hke
te nor appropridte. LIS male emplovecs may

“casual cluthes 2

wear moderate, nealv-rrimmed  moustaches, bur beards are

All marers: concerning (EIOUnerANNn ATC COn-
aurhrrised

diseoorared.

fidential and can he discussed only  With. an

mandeer

Crraclunte recruits onti EDS's svstems enginecrmg develop
ment (5101} rraining programne aressubgect o further lengrhy
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lur example. daren’t aflowed o wein

Anil

cesiriCions Ladies",
rogsers, or patterned tighs, or hoows: or backless shoos
imabe SE18 traimneks ave mof @llowed 1o have heards!

Mnst EDS emplovess are recrodted oneo SED. The e

employee | spoketo descnibed how he was approached ata” jobs

fair’ Char on Thursday morning, interview o the alternoon,
secandl interview on the Monday, The' job offer was made there
and then witks the reguirement far an immediare answer. A that

stage the patenrial employee 15 shown the “code of conducr’ and
the rontrzet. The nterviewee said “yes', and started the follow:
ing Muonday This is his story

‘195" srared aceitude towards trade unions was that an ine
dividual could jean. This was disconrapged, however. At the m
rerview they werk more converned with personal attitudes than
skills o aptitode lur the july. They lend o ke people from a
nun- oF dnti-union Backeround, particularly pew griaduates with
no-experience of awarking covireament.

‘As lor Lhe hiowers of waork., the contract states 47 % hours

pirk week, dad as anc when reasonully required’” loitially |

|

Bur 1

marks on my

wirked trom nme il stz owith an bour for lunch wWan

three-

Trear

Lrtic

e for leaving at apni,
tonchly assessment. As there ame no auromanc wage rises [ was

iess kel togerone. Witlien a few months 1 was searting at Gom

aned limeshing sometmes at Ypm or 10pm, with ashoreer lonch
Unr weekend | was (here | working at BUFA HQ frmomn Friday
trverrmrngy bl Poesdusy snoresng witkh o break of jese foor howrs

We weere anly pal of wourse Tor 970 lowars althoouh ocere

SITLL seaff gota heele brown covelope with 240 i for pood
Bt
kel

dvis.. . in thenry we wicre allowed 20 diivs

they wers dillicule to ke beoause pomussion Tor pre-he
eave was often withdeawn ar the Last mannurne

Imever had o wape rize in the 13 moniths T was there, anid
the salury (L7000 wasi't beilliail for the computer indusiey
FIXs say they have an *°

open-donr’ pobicy Iree

ol anyostell

o disciss prulilems with their manages
vou (e the lne, do

That widrks as long as

vour “volunfary' overtime,,, Thacissine
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vour salary with & colleague is gross misconduct and grounds for
tizinssal

“Team spirit”” s cnr_mumgfd — Ywptre all inoothay
togerther, guvs"™ — with weekly team meetings generally alier
working hours: We had weekly SED groLp meotings too afler
working hours to discuss problems. That waz gond though,
bevause we gol away aficrwards!’

CONFIRMING that, whilst EDS may go to some extraordinary
lengths, their management technigue is not excepticnal . BP
subsidiary Scicon — Britain's biggest software house — was
transferred to a holding company in the USA six months ago, a
move ‘essential to gain true world status,’

Scicon management has just ‘asked’ its employees to work an
cxtra two and a half hours per week without extra pay (taking
them to 37 % hours) — in return for [our days exira holiday.
Wonder what would happen if an employvee refused?

The SED programme consisis of three phases, effectively all
prabationary, lo theory phase T, on-the-job-traming, 15 six
nine miths, Too fact ic lasss 12 o 15 moaoths. When the
erapboyee 15 considersd suitable — enrirely a1 the discretion of
the mansger — then #'he goes on phase T, Te's shout phase 11
thatr KI5 has had it worst publiciey, Bur the pressure has
already been bkt up long belore that

“There iz nn other wiored 16 deseribe the way they rrear you
Lue terrgrising you. Whon my 12 monihe were up in Augnst, T
wite tue toraszessment. Adrer cight months 1'd been wold *we'll
Ligve o defay phase I until Septembar. We need vou; you're an
expert in the svstem™ But in Angust T was mld “*Maybe voua'll
g0 an phase 1 in Janvary™. In Seprember my manager said 'l
don'r think vou'll ever Le ready. You don't understand what
you're doing, Take the weekend, come back on Monday and
ell me 3f wou want o resign.

‘This nf course mude ine more delérmined w stay and pro-
ve mysell. 5S¢ on Meonday my manager pur me on daily assess-
IF T failed one, T would be '"(er-
In fact they didn't assess me, And throvghour this
whole period L was performing well.

*lon md- Seprember my manager called me in and (old me |
wis piing un phase [Tin Oerober? And T d&id.”

mwient with set obiecoives
ninnted

Belure guing on the ten week course which s phase 11, the
emploves his (o sign three promissany notes.
These “Lecome ellective il the emplovee resigns of s

onduct belore the end ol the Time
nt ol phase 11

Fior lessing, under these conditions, withun 24 months the
emplovee fus Lo pay E0O8 £4500, between 23 and 30 monrhs
E2 250, and berween 30 and 36 months £1_125
Lintil recently the protossory nites were seen as litte more

than & theat

dismisged L o gross mise

riﬂ‘:'l-'u"‘.. allv'r comInences

| ursover ap LD is {funderstandably) high, par-

SPENDING on ‘information technology’™ — the o

nputerisation

of information storage and commuupications — should enable
British industry to get rid of 750,00 jobs in the next three years.
That's the verdict of a new report produced in association with
the GBI and the Brtish Institute of Administrative

Management. Gond news for their members, and a mockery of
Labour’s IT strategy which claims it will create juba. Investment
in IT under capitalism is designed specifically to destroy jobs

and consolidate management control,

ticularly during phase I[1. Bur ar the end of January this year, in
a case hroucht by EDS against two ex-emplovees, a judge ruled
thue EDS wak ‘reasonable’ to enforce them

Phis has decp implicatons — not least in that it was
weltamed by Icading Tury Party members, and ix in with
reparted manisceral opinion
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Fhe mwn programmers in guestion had complered phise 11
suveessfully, Bur more recently EDS has lodged another vasy
against an emploves whe had lefe during phase I1 Given the
natare of phase I any judgement in thar case mosupport of i
will further reinfurce o regime TASS has deseribed gs "hotdering
on-slavery'.

FPhase 1115 a 10 week course ar EDS's residentudd premses n
Harrow: There are 13 courses cach year, with 20 people on
earh. Basically il's a computer-programomng cuuiss, but wirh
3 diflerence

‘Fiestof all, youw are 1old thae il yvousden 't pass the.omarse
vl fose vour job

Lectures are nine-five, withan hour break for lunch, seven
days i weekl. But assignmentswould take unnl 11 0r 12 at might,
sometimes until one or twa in the morning, and occasionally
nun-stop through o the nexr day

“I'he assignmenr marks zre acaled; outstinding; above
averdpe:; average; below average; unacceptable

*The rule 15 thar an “‘unacceprable”™ murk leads 1o *'cend; -
tonal” srams, and i any of the next toee gssignoenis are
“helow average™, vou're sacked,

‘Tnfact I got a “*below average’ " on the iR wook and was
Far my pext two asssgnments-T gor an
', bue o the thard ane

pur on “condigion’”
fopistanding'’ aod an “above average
{after 1 had had gix hours slecp in three dave), [ made one simple

midtake in o programme and was fimshed

REMEMBER, EDS is a major mulanaional, not o back-$treet
gwear-shap. Their industrial relations methods go bevond even
thinse ploneersd by Japancse big business. And other companics
are following in their footsteps.

(F covrse things aren’t Always as “straghtforward' for £035
They had particular problems afier the GM takeover 1noan-
tegrating exsting staff in GM s eomputer division worldwide in-
10 EDS, For a starr these arpas were often unionized. In Vaoxhall
in Britzin Tass organised 200 of GM's 300 computer stall prior
o takooveran 1964

A Cierman trade uwnionist, speaking 10 an mternational

CAMEDS workers' meeting oganised by the Transnatienals
Informanon Exthange in Amsterdim {n Ocober 1985, describ-
il what happened wr Opel

A L L &5 M

‘s pescarchers ran arvund the OPEL plants [or sty s
Their analvsis™s main conclusions wers that Govhsan clara p

cessors are not ellivienty the egupment 13 old and nor efsocm

management systems are ohsalen

‘It was clear (o evervhody rhat” these conclusiom= ha
afready been written hiefors the rescarchers had oven put o
frwot nside OPEL

The same thing happened at Vauxhall ton

‘In December 1384 we (TARS) urganised the |
meetings. These were vory well artended and everybody wi

determined not roosign the ERS conrace

“I'hen Vauxhall management stared o organise meeomny
for all emplovees {alsn attended by EDS management ) (ool
the V' Ross Perat videa”” to promote EDSE" way of working i

‘This horrible 10 week training
programmec,.., It's cold. The pay is
lousy, And the hours are real mean’

G. Stuart Reeves, EDS vice-president,
recrutting and development

wiarrucial, At At our m=inbers did nor areend these meetine

‘Wi had the same problemas in Gormany: the nom-ni
stgners {we didn't have a closed shop) pulled in the anio
A hard core of & was snll resisting
“*sign wirhin seven ‘davs or our ofier

members
omdared heavily will e
withdrawn™

Wi havesines lost 30 % of oor members. Those rens
{although)} many are svimpultic

rlon't want to be identified
ro the imion.

“ERS managersent Hasz comststently refused to mee
reps. [ dows nor recngnise TASS

I s ocher conntries; such as Belgoonn, legislarion o
theary provented EDS from refusing 1o recognise frads g
Bur they did soall the same Their veerpmmment policy teinlo
this:

Almosr 31l new EDS emplovers in Belgiom are voung ¢
ple withour any kind of trade union fradinon

This hasn't stopped | AN TORTCSCOINE TEMAMINLT e
now working lur 1% an an individual basiz, TASS defred

rwi whu lost thelr eases against the legal enforéerient on
propussery oot Mare recendhy EDS setted sur of conrr w
LASy prior to an induserial tribunal bearing, Bur thes an

vently waging o luging harle

EERMANAGEMENT techniques are currently seon as ourrens
But thew are not new, and they will be repeated with maris
frequeney pver the next period b ther companies

Barr the press covermge i paricular bas tended roocin
trate solely on the ‘no beards’ rype of story. This has glscurnel
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A joint workers' response 1o the crnsis notele

SOCIALST QUTLCDE o 2

VIEWERS MAY have been impressed by Norman Tebbit —
appearing on the BBC's local clection round-upon 7 May —
clatching a portable micro-computer linking him with
Conservative central office. But computer buffs were puzzled by
just what the model was. It turned vur to be 8 new BT product,
nof vet on sale. A BT spokesperson told the computer weekly

Datalirk, *This is slightly embarrassing...’

(Quoted in Datalink, 11.5.87

whiand LD aod-similar companics make therr profirs from
[ i

Cuommunivatlons/companng is al the very centre of ourrent

developments in the rapitalist econuiny warldwide, EDET per-

SOMEE |:IC|'-':. an impnoriant anud o

omplem

ary

support to the technologic et i velnping,
H. Ross Perot was recentdy remmoved 38 chair

zasrerments wirh ather

f EDS and

iy Lhie U8 bodrd, z2pparenty after

G direcoors and an mvalvement i the Tr.'*.r-_s_:.lrr seandal

evidence poinis o the opposite. The o
workers ‘nothing i3 o chanee’. ED% Rrinsh mmanagement hasim

1trat

" attending the neat theer phase LD courses will be il
HES e |
Wiorkers frustranom and dessallSE3CTIO0N 18 IMOTERELLE, . ol

decreasing, in compamies like ED5. The labnur movement mius

bt pushed into res ding arfively and positively. And thas

response ,'|:'_-_|_'_|_|_||_j|_-_:| |||.1‘;.'.-._ mitkiraril r g |.11'1riT:iQ£T!E

must be ipteroations]. Hand mo haod with this;

muas b cdeveloped for harnessiog Qe vast patenrial ol thies
i des

il

ping tect ¢
the whole ol the world's papa

atisation ancl

sgemen T techaores hass been

Wi anc the manulfcmirers have heen

< trade uniorists [

lone averdue. For & vear now a grp of rnk-and-fils

merfing and dizcuzzing their problen nses in @ teleconis unioe
Three tssues of & oine newsle
s have been dis

e ex

tted for the
ed circularon in Bl
Nl membership

now been produced, the

grneral eleciiny Thm and Plessey telecoms facl

cutive 1 the NCL

The re-election o

w b o o w

le Internacional

Beraders of one ul ths 1
i
A seconcl conference 15 now m the stages o

{ne's foreiunnire — Spotali Freedwrst — will know nf the suoressiul rank and

Devember 980

telecoms”™ workers ellng in A

coms union dorum . Aimed for April 198 in

prefar

Britain, in addifion o repomis and uss1onE ln the ponlerenne’s specihic focas' w Il be om

developing an m

Some ahservors have rlr"'l'h' el oorelaxannn n BEDS '|-n'ji|".'. The
wpany has told irs

d the foreher prothissary nole Cour acron referred 1o

ahove And SED tpiness have just been wold thar 3 thrd nf thoge

and

CEAPECLVES

5 far rhe workione thass, and indeed lor
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THE RECENT announcement of & further | 570 job losses at the
Scoty Lithgaw shipvards on the Lower Clvde and the evencaal
avceprance of mass redundancies at Carerpillarare the latest in a
sericg of major blews to traditonal industnes and conseguent]y
employment levels i Scotlund. Scotland, however, need nor
fear industrial decline and decay, pecording o the Seatnsh
Breveloprient Ageney (<ia )

‘Tr 15 indirative of the Scortish narore thar a country which
for years led the world in the heavy indusrries of steel work anad
ghipbuilding is now at the forelront of new technologies. Today,
after 3 years of research and development, Scotland s the base
for many internaticnally ronowned electronics companics, The
skalls which vnee tridunphed in the days of heavy engingering
have Leen redireeted g the areas of semiconduceors, informa-
tion gystems, defonee and mdustial elestronies. .. The Agency
believes that the capacity af rthe clecttanics incustry m create
wealth 43 3 ecrucial facror in the economiy regencrarion of
Svotland and 18 developient s thevefore & Tundamenral compo-
nent of our srraregy

The sns presenis s picture of extensive job creatinm,
upg;adrd slkill levels and rransfers of ‘stare of the art’
technolomes from: sverseas mulnnananals; ver there are doubits
over the elecrronics industry’s abilicy o provide new jobs in
significant numbers or sven o sustamn exaating joba, Worse,
there ia lirtle evidenee of anv great npgrading of skills within the
mdustry; and there s litde ndicanon that Seowish firms are
making any inroads inw e more advanced, bigh-rech and pro-
aperous sectors of the industry, which are dominated by large,
multinaticnal capirals.

ihe =sna also place grear cmphasta on the flexibulicy,
reliahility and co-operatiom of the Scnrtish worklorce, arguing
that there are few labour probloms in Scotrish electronics. Yet
many companies in the indosery do not recognise rade uniens,
and are under no pressare from the agency o do soc Workers'
prohiems are lughlighted by the fact that wocording e the sns
thosc companies which do recognise trude wnions lave [ew
criticiams of trade union- activities; on the conirary, mMany coi-
panies have welcemed the co-operation of the trade unions —
even where that has meant (he breaking down of rradinonal
craft demarcation in the quest for Qexibilily, acceptance of the
use ol secondary lzhour (on the prainize of proreenon for the
primary labour), short term working and so forth

Electronics appeara o be the home of the ‘new realism” in
indusgtiial relations’in Seorland — & far cry from the traditional
image of Red Clydeside. Electronics companies certamly play
an important role in providing employment i Scotland, par-
picularly jobs for women, but what are the facts behind the hype
of the development apencies? Trade unisns with workers dieect-
Iy orindirectly employed in the indusiey, should be aware of the
directien of ils development,

Since todav’s electronics industry itself i the destination ol
much of its own mast saphisticarcd producrion; we must jook at
the possible effects of changes in fechnologies oo employoent
levels, skills and unionisation:

In many respects, the very idea of the elecionics industes
a8 a cohesive whole exhibiiing similar charactenstcs is
misleading. Uhe mdustry rouglily splits up fneo sis senrors

Consumer, 2.3%

Subcuntracl, 7.53%

Semi-conductors and other components; |
Informanon svatems, 22 .57

Defence Elermromies, 25.0%

ladustrial, Commercial and

3%

Telecnmmunecatons, 253,0%
Farh of these sectors 1s guite distinctive:
® Defence electronics datey back 1w the establizshment of Fer-
ranti in Edinburgh shordy alter the second world war. This see-
tor s domimated by a few farge Brinsh compames (for nbvions
reasons), and |s similar in many réspecls Womany parts ol tradi-
finnal manufaciuring ndustry. The work reguires a large pro-
portion ol skilled designerss, cnginesrs, programmers and crale
wigrkers — consequernily there are few women workers in rhe

H N'O [ O G Y

Sunrise or
sunset?

.-

=g
The rise of the electronics industry in Seotland
poses new challenges for the labour
movement. JANE McCOBRMACK argues thai
unions must attend to the needs of women
workers in particular as part ot a strategy for
the industry.

dofence sector, Tn recent years rapicl technological clunge b
affected the role of skilled erafrspeople by promoting moves
towards multiskilling.
® Theindustnal, comimercial and eelpcommimasationg sector
cantains 4 mix of Britsh.and lforeipn owned companics, and
older and mewer lrms, wlihouch older firms predominare,
emplivment levels have [allen suliswenially with auwmaion.
Skall lewvels vary, with women a large proportion of the
workloroe.
®  [pfurmation systemes and semiconductors are dominated by
targe {mainly US) companics; ancl it is in thils sécior il we see
many of the alteenatives w rradinonal mangemen practices and
incdustrial relutions. Skills have beenme more divided |npecer
years, between programmers and designers on one hand, ol
many semi-skilled — miamly women — workers on the othi
®  Subcontractune and consumer electronics mvelve srnall,
mainly Scottish Nrms, carryving our miostly semd shilled assembly
wenirk

However, mostaf the sndtors have one feature by oot
falling emplovment levels. With the possible excepuon of
semiconductors and suboontracting, cach of the seclors 5 on &
downiwatd trend inemployvment from a peak of 9000 jobs 10
1970, The mest widely quoted figquees rell gs thar 42 000 people
are employed in electronics 10 Scocand, thar s, 9 54% of all
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manufacrurng emplovment. However: we must be cautivus
about these figures for 1wo reasons:

& Al F“'I-ﬂishcd figures onme from rthe sn and the Scotrish
Offier, and given their interest maelling the indastry abroad.
they are Bkely 1o be optimastic;

“@ Flectramics has mnercased a3 4 proporion of manufbctaring
nit nnly due woaew glectronics employmienn, bur alss due w
decreases in emplovment in o traditional manofaciicing in-
dustries. bn the docade from 1970 to 1980 emiplovmenr in the in-
dusrry, fell by more than 10,000, 0 ne decrease of 225 This
was oo solelv o Scottish phonomenon — ol losses veourred in
the induagtey o Hicaim 332 whale amd o Europe. Rationolise:
sy, alonpside & general croneme recession and o woreld owe-
prvwly clion of micr-circuits were a8 simngent romindor rhar elec-
promice 5 nor exempt rom technoloqical and markes changes.

The growth in ernpiovment from the early 19805 onwards s
maly due to the influx of semicunducior sbrication companies
like Motorolg and National Semiconductors, ITowever, svem
[argr increases in investment in semiconducior production will
Jed i fewer jobs than similar expansion would have brooght a
fow vrars ago, -aid. since 1983 there have been reponis ol a
slowrnwn in semicenducier production, with lavofts, redundan-
pws and complusery shutdowni taking place tnthe (54 and
Rrain

What ss mdsl connon across all of the sedtors is the trend
trwards the replucement of labwur by autemsted predoction,
bringing lurilier bogs of hach jobs and skills. Mangement argue

sf ciourse Uit in aeder oocompeie in e world markes i1 i con-
nnually: mecessary 1o keep up with siate of the art’ fechnolosy,
wharpver thal muy cost in termes ol job lesses and skills, Conze-
quontly, 10 many Cornpanties’ theeesis o conllice of inverest bete
ween the desiga anel developenn jobs (mundy beld b mien)
and the mainly female procluciion or assembly jols.

Further, Lo many companies there s o end lowards put-
ung our peripheial, Tess skilled activices 1w sulbcontraciors:
keepang omly highly skifled core funcvions within the parem
glant. | he savings Arise herause subeontract companics o 1o
affrr wages wmd conclitions which are vastly inleror w those o
Iered lur thee saine work an the large companics. Large peoducers
are thus able o redieoe their own emplovnrent easts while pur-
chaging the same produce ar 2 lower price flsowhers

Unel recently, many people assumed that the elecironics
indusioy wis a harednarea for rrade union cocraitment, Riecent
research, however, has shown a varher differenr prorure. Whale
andy 4 sniall number of eléctronics plantsare unionised {whick s
also true for Beusin as 3 whole), alimost twoo thieds of the
wiorkiforce i1 Seotnsh elecrranics wark in eoimpanics where rrade
untons are recognised, This Agure 15 roughly similar o thar for
L'k pannfacmong as a whole

o reflecrian, this is'nor ap siirprising — one quarter of
electronic: cmplovment is in defenee, which has beew {up anril
now & least) dominated by umionised, skalled crafrworkers.
Similarly, many nf the plants which are now classed as elec-
rromics planes were once mechanical engpncoring firms, which
tended 1o beunoniged, and which in the transirton from electrn-
mechaniczl w oelectronic production processes, have resained
UnEOm FECOgIan,

The split between unlonise=d and non-unijonised plants is
abyi relaced 1o the nationality of companies and the date of their
lowcption in Scutland. The bastions of non-umonesin are the
sernlconducior lodustey (which 38 Us-donunated and non-union
worldwide), large American producers o the informution
svuterns sector (Hke 1M and Hewlerr-Packard) and the simaller
Srattish companies nvalved in sub-contracting and component
pPreductinn

I'hese secrors present major problems fae the lahoor move-
menr Not enly are their current employess not unionised, bt
employiment in the non-uniomised plants is growing three times
faster than emploviment (o the unionised plants. The recrt
ment prillern 15 likely to be exacerbarcd 1o rhe funire vather
than owercome, unless serious attempts are made tp organise
these plants, The smaller size and mure cecent establishment of
the Soentish companics lis wlfected the abilive and desire o
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onions: i orgamse them, However, the Iess favourable torms
and condifions they offer provide potental opporunines for
UNI0n recrntmint

Chn the other hand | the large American companies invalved
. computer and chip: production have heen in many respects
successfil in *buying off, unionisatios. They rend to nperate a
no lay-off policy where possible, pay higher wages and salanes
than other firms i the area, offer substanrial inancial and non
linancial bencfirs, offer single stams working conditoens {same
wilets and canteens for management and workers), and en-
courage manarement (o be more Bexibile and responsive w Lhe
necels of the workers (or cinployees, as they prefer w cill them ).
O many issues, these companies are willing o offer in excess of
wharthe trsde unions are ahle 1o gain, Where few opporiunities
for alrernative emplovmenr exist, pacticularly  cmployinest
which offers the same pay and condinons, maost workers will noe
rock the boal by strugeling for rrade union: recognition

A purely Wages-and-enndirions approach o recraitment on
the pare af the unions holds fitle attraction. There are more
iruitinl avennes: for advanes, oot lesst in terms of collective
representation, In many biy elecironics companies, employer
representation and grievance and disciplinary procedures are
el w indivicheals with the workers having little support in any
conllicy with mangemenr.

The unwins may he better rewarded if they steess their
representaninn role furher; and also i they lake up some major
wstuet which they appear o have ignored: Tn the vsa and
Clanada, pains in orgamsmg dlectronics: workers have been
made around fights on health and safety, In Scotland, fights on
liealih und salety are noticeable by their dbsence. Yet aubsran-
nal cvidence exists that elecironics production involves the ase
nf high levels of carcenogenic substances, which cause shurt
terin lnesses and can be futal in the long term.

There 1= anather linportant ssue which must be tackled I
driisns dre (0 make dny adiances i Scottish elecironics. As
ponrtedt out varlier; many semisskilled elecironics workers are
wottiein, Some of Uiemn have been far from passive, as the oc-
cupaation of the Plessey plane in Barhgare i 1981 showed,

Towever, mrany cofipantes seek ot young women wirh rio
previous indusmmal expenicnee in order to precempt trade uniop
arganisation. To sverenme this, the unions must actively com-
mit themselves o the needs of women workers. This means a
break from the past: as one trade wnion official pointed ooar: *I's
harder o organise women, they don't go o the pub-at lun-
chtime dnd tulk about terms and condinons.” Maybe the unions
shivuld be recruiting outside Tesco’s ar lonch breaks?

The unjuns must face up o new problems too: while
euiplovinent in electronics s falling, there are some oew jobs be-
ing created, mainly as technicians, IF semi-skilled women are (o
have any access 1o Lhese _;'nhﬁll thev nesd their trade unton o
canpaizn [or their retraining m the necessary skills as the com-
pany's expense. his peans. npposing any. management at-
tempis preferencially 1o allocate these joba to men, mest oh-
vinuslv the thipe-served craftsmen whiose skills are becoming in-
ercasingly redundant in the industey, This could mean a real
eonflict hetween potential or actual union members.

The wnions have failed w presene any coberent response (o
the challenges of the industry. While in principle other unions
are unhappy wirh che collaborationist steategy adopted by the
brrel, they can see {ew alternatives. Most have adopied the
“Wairing for a Labour yovernment' siraregy — o il this would
der anvthing to resolve the crisis of the mdustry.

03§ course, Lhe stratogy is suspoct i ancrher reapect —
serpr-ekalled Pﬂhjlif.'l'il'l“ jrbs are |'.‘!||1id]'b' being-autormared ot of
existence, with [uh losses unchallenged in mvbsr cascs by any
form of collective working ¢lass resistance; The jobs which are
Lefiwall b even more difficult to anionize. The problem is not
naly o of recruitment — it reguires that the unlons, having
achieved recogruton Aghes, do something for their members: 1T
the tnions wail oo long; the protdem will be solved for them,
and tie opportuning for labour to influence the fomre develop-
ment ol what is and will continae o be a cricially mportant in-
disiry will have disdppearcd, @
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AFTER A SERING which saw the highiest level
of mats aclion by stodents, workersand pea-
zante sipee the death of France in 1975, the
10 Juge Furopean, local and provincial elec
rons saw a sharp fall i the riling FSOE
[Spanish Sucialiss Workers Party) shure of
the vate. It inss five percentage poinis and 40
per cent of 18 lncal councillors therehy losing
its everall majorty i many big cities: This
was ¢learly a sanction by a part of the social
deinoeratic party's clectoral base agamst the
EoVOTTIMENE &austenty politics.
Tri areps  gartiniardy hit by
simggles dnd tough police redction i vote
went down oven further: i provincial elec-
tivzes 16 Canmabria o fell nime points and in
Asturias fourtesn polts, The Commmunise
Party ted-iv {lequicrda Unida) gaimed e
and & half poists in the Farspean elections

wirkers'

and incredsed its representation even miare 4
Jmral level. Sigmificantlyv the CF got it bigress
increise o the Asturiss region, Lhe centrst

bourgeors  force;  the COD5 (Soctad  and
Demoeranic Centre) led by fornier prime
mirister - Suarez  fRd maderare  regional

‘marionalist’ partica ok most of the suppoct
fose by the PsOE. The biggest bourgeons op-

Alliano
ponts

S0 afrer unimterrupred success sinee 19R2

sition party, the rght wing AP (Popular
actually  lost onc and & half

ir seemy that the trinvmphant onward marnch
of one of thi mnst rght-wing seoial democra-
ue parties has been balled. Today it has w
discuss roabniuns w govern the wwns with
forces 1o both s elght [T, regionalises) and
lefe (ny and o finc tune it Vicious ant
working class cconnmic policy through na-
tinnal negotiations, with the lrsdes anaens
and emplovers organisations for a (hree vear
secial contrace up w the 1990 parliamentary
elecrions.

Farly rchiy vear the government faced a
stident revoll partly imspired by the French
example. This was followed by militant ac-
taken by seelworhers,  shipyard
wurkers and others whose jobs wore direcrly
threatened by the secand wave of imdostral
reconversion bemng steadfastly pursued by
the grvermment. Nearly 50,000 jobe were w

TI0ES

griin the two worst-hir serrors. COccapations,
the temporary kidnappmg ol managing
direcrers, the hamicading of roads and town-
wide or (egronal peperal sirikes led o serious
clasties with the police and In the first week of
May a voung worker died of mjuries su-
stuined in carhier clashes ar the hands of the
J_IL'I“_I_"'E Adrport wokers, ratlway workers,
lank workers, méclical sraff also began w
take militunt aclion agamsr the government's
policy of a five per cent wage Timit, 14 atiacks
on working cunditions and enthacks in the
walfare and siEc sectars

Pressure built wp parnosdarly msule the
Communigt  led  Workers  Commissicns
(i) Ior a stare-wide general strike 1o gel
the governiment to change course, A'vole on
this: was dafeared o the CODD executive
thanks Lo the apposition ol ferees from buoth
Uit enrocommunist sod stallnist wings of the
Spanizh Communist movoment. Tooan ex-
renc, § woof the Workers Comymassions
had supparied these struggles in order

& P A I N

Gonzalez pays the
price for austerity

The recent elections in Spain
were a considerable setback for
Spanish social democracy and 1ts
unpopular austerity programme,
DAVE KELLAWAY looks at
the alternatives for the workers’
IOV EENT.

estabilish 4 more favouarable relationship of
forces with & government that has delibe
rarcly marginalised lefl [orces ouwsside the
FSOE. The endemic CoiMy facdioen fighitirey
hietween provCamache forces who spll sup-
port the mainstream CF and pro-Casrillo for-
ces who bave split i3 an ohsiacle o ocffecrve
nmiry. 1tas:boiling up today over who st
replace Camacho, when he rerires

‘the triumphant onward
march of one¢ of the most
right-wing social
democratic parties has been
halted’

Regional and aatomalhist divisions aksn
ake workers' unity difficult o achieve.
Dhivision s ulso stoked up by the govermmen
which has wsed its power and resources o
faviour the UCT (General Workers Union,
the social demorratic dominated rrade unmen
conlederation, agamst the GO0 Hlopwover
the November 1986 naewmul  trade amien
elections held in every workplice resulted o

a vicrory fur the CO00 in the decisive larger

facrories,

Nivholas Redondo and the UGT leadership
then had toadapt o the pressare of the new
srnagetes and step up their verbal critciso of
the guyernment, Much ralk ensued o0 Uy
Spansh press of a niprure o e Spanish
sociadist  family:  Before  the  elecoons
however, Redondo called for 2 vole for the
FSOE saying it was the undy “solid polincal
forte for progress in Spain wday,” Ar the
same ime the UST leadership connnned w
rejrer any ellfecuve unity of action wich the
nrher trade unions, Redondo rejects the fve
per Genl wige Tt bur does oot exclode
sucrifices and avstenoy moany new sockal pacr
as lonig a5 all social furdes share ot and some
conccssions are muode (Ciee Dipg, | Maw
1987}

The Spamsh press s oow full ot Goneza-
lezs proposed ee-year soeial ronrract. He
has defended lis ccomomic model ay
worked our and well implemented” b ac-
ceprod “some modilications were IECTEIRIY
(Cinee Diaz, 15 June $9E7) Redondo and
Camachn express doobis about suech an
ggreement unless the government makes a
HIrm 1w dte ecanammic poley, Both uniune ac-
cept the principle of stch social contracts and
have lndecd. signed them o the past
(Moencloa Pacr, aks pact) bat the reoent
serggles wblige thems o adapm 3 maghe
negaTiating :_;u_usili.'_u., particiiiarly in the case
of the OO0 whose Teadership voices its scep-

WL

ticrszn much more strongly, Nevertheless a
few cnsmetic concessions could ead one or
arher or both of theése leadersiramy and s=lla
new social conreact to thesr memberstup
Diespate the annoncement ol hegoaanons
[or o mew soeial pacl many labour ¢onflicts

roinain unresolved — bankworkers have
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Begn one and medival stall vonlnue their
aetion. “LThere i3 w0 guaranioc thar the pact
-n*.ll conl down” the sianon

Crovernment spokespeople are dow nplay-
ing (he significance of the fall in s support
‘.n. 0 June, pointing o i sell substantial
[pad and the weakness af any credible gov
cromental alrermative  Then with
bark, the PEOE s national vote al HF s
che 1t/'s 543 por eent. Thee tise of the €D3 i
this rlectinn 1o 10,1 7 T GEml 148 Tl peensiled

this sel-

by the more nghtst APF's decline ) 243 per
e,

[he psins’s strong position wday has been
helpedd on its lefl by the collapse and frag-
:“p.ﬁm.nr-ﬁ wl thie Commumst Party aned mai-
graked ol the revolurionary lefr sinoe 1975,
and anoig right by rhe bourgeons parties’

zipn, weakness and lack of a post-Franco
‘nodernising’ approdch. During the elec-
tion, calls were made lor a blic o unity
hetwesz the ar and the €08 reflecting con-

corn- mi bourgenis miing cincles thir & contr-
nued ¢rosion or sudden collupes of the FEOE
dues not leave a dangerous vacuuam

This explains why enlike in France or even
i Britain, the Spanish socisl democoats,
with a tough austenty policy, have won [wo
successive clectiong, brought Spiin into the
Eris and, for good measare, kepe icm NATO

‘a student revolt partly
inspired by the French
example’

Wo wonder @ leading banker, Fedm Toledo,
hias appreciatively commented: *1 have o say
thar the socialist govermment’s. ecoromi

mar mment o0 the magor questions ks pro-

vl sl Lo porthink any sovermment (o
the right of the P8k would hive carrled out
any other coomomic policy’. (Cinee Dhag, 50
Apmil 1987), This policy hus mean a rise of
5.6 per cent in profits w1986 over 1983,
well over three millidn unemplesed (20 per
cent, the highest in Euecpe), eight million
peaple officially defined s poor, and 4 dete
vioratinn in workors’ conditions and sratu
rghes:  International hawve
placed Spam gecond in the table ol the most

T GV ESIOTE

profitable places fo invesl.

Anuibiel sonree of difficulty fof the pson
i i from the elections i the further con-
solidation 1 support Tor Herrl Bagasuna
which won 18 per cent of the vore and got 3
Furapean w1 electod with a third ol it votes

It mereased
the mmbrer of councillors in wwns hke Bil-
bao  « 2y, Pamplona ( « 25, Viesia (+1)
and Son-Sehastan (=17 1 & ORIV
restilt oo for the sectors ol the revolutionary
left like the Lot (section of the Fourth Tnter-
natcmal) which actively supported the Flerm
Batisuna [(HB} campaign thro
Spanish stee o the reeth of & oy
mamatreamm Wi Perhaps thiy

belped by 1 bolding meelings

ciumiIng  trsm ousde Fasskach

LU 1%

ghivur the

r b the

result wis
sutside Eus-
kadi in-suppore ol workers” strug
me held
pilice kil

5 [k rhe

t Memnnss — (he town whern the

uedticn s sl athorn i rhie side of Conza-

lez,

Spain leday shows that even alier years ol
dative prace tmialinted
struzgles rhere can be sudden explosions of
wirkers” Furthermore. & social
demmocrutie government will use hiath repres-

sewcial with onlv

rEsislnce

sion oo alemprs oo incorporare che trade
aion burpancracies mito aocial confracts in
arder 1o end any resistance

The wave ol
struggies do provide o basis [or developug o

<3

The

iegacy 'o |
Antonio Gramsci

more siraciired [2il challenge o the ps0E
leadership.  Dhespire the  biteerness  of
hundreds of PSOE cadre who have lost their
jehis e Ineal couneils as a resule of the pamy's
decline, huwever, and the calls from lzl_gujq.:r
da S ista (o leltsocial demorratic curRent)
for eermain pary leaders" heads oo rofl thore s

g1l may effective chollenge yet developing n-
side the PSOE (Repubiey, 17 June) Realign
ment vulside the P is hampersed by he
fragmentation of the Commumis movement
and the weakness of the revalutionany ieft

N
I
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BOB PENNINGTON

I% THE 51X 115 and soventics,
writing bonks on the prohlems
ol indusiria! relannns became
a growth industry. Ex-Labaur
cahinor ministers, one-lme
umion bureaucrate, learped’
arademnmices and needless 1o say
Fleer Sireet jornalise, all
jetled each other in‘the
queues outsicle The publishors
e et bivan the act, The price
lur thely “oxprrt’ npinion was
the rate for the job, which
parprally was a bell of a lol
mnore per hour than the
reoublesome workers they wore
writing about cver hoped 1o
et

| hiely copclusion varicd.
(One Lo maighe favour a more
enlighteped management —
they were the emplovers whio
consuired you before they gave
vou the sack. (thers epted Lor
rough management. Buot
almast without exception, they
all came down against the
extremizts — trat "Bloody-
minded mimonoy’ = who they
insisred were leading the sane,
sensihle and essentially
mnderate British worker, down
the thomy path of class
conflice. It seemed 10 estape
their notice What ever since
there had Been bosses and
workers, class conflict has gone
nn

MNow [rom the ather side of
the track. Alan Thormett, 25
vears @ car worker ar Cowley,
Oxford, and 21 of those & shop
stewiard, has wnitten about
building the union in the car
indusrry, Unlike the former
aurthors ke makes no
concessions (0 academic
derachment or so-calied
imparnaliey. He s a
committed ‘trade unionist, a
spcialist and a Marxist' who
knowa that the class struggle
determines whar goes on in
industry and socety, and
insisrs that what detenmines
the outcome ol conllic
between management and
state ix e reactions and
attitudes of individuals ro the
class struggle

He nghtly pays tnbure to
wihat T suppose Messrs
Kinnock and Hattersley,
winild now descnibe as the
‘loony left’. Uhese ure the
peuple whi 'buill and

Al Thormett, Froom Malitanes oo

Marxism.. Left Frew, LU.95

Sufard Ml

Crxlard Ml

Trimshop women join the strike,
July 1959

1956: erossing a picket lina

developed the trade union
mowement i the Morrz plamt
at Cowley'. As he gays: "Sonw
of them are suill there moday,
fighring the same fighr and
defending the same
principles.., who faced and
{ace gviry day, not just the
pressures of the track, but
both the struggle o organise
and the artacks lrom
managemen:’ . He chronicles
how these ‘unsung heroes'
arganised the undon in the
plant. It was never easy
Victimisation was like a
Damoclean sword thar bung
prrmanently over their heads,
In the thirties when the place
was owned by the union-
hating William Morms, juining
the union was Almost
tantamount ro asking for the
sack

Mor wens the early post-war
years exactly haloyon davs for
teache unionism. It wad 1936

From milita

befnre management were
forced to stop using
redundancies as & means of
arhitrary sackings. A srike in
the Brinsh Motor Corporastion,
albeir ar Cowley and
Longhrider only suppurted by
i minority, bur given the
powerful bogst of a boyoo of
BMC cars by TGWTU dockers,
loreed the bosses to the
negotidting rahie
Management was then lorced
o toncede senionty and agree
to consultation befores sagkings
rook place

Bun posations like shop
steaward and convenor still
remained hish rsk
occupationg, peaple like Frank
Horsman the 16w convenor
were victimized | and-althoigh
the workers took armke action.
the national uninn feaders
agoevepled a soluton thar whilst
stopping him losing
exmplovment meant he wis

employed 10 the body plans
next door, rodooing his
effectivenesa as a rrade union
militant

He was not the first, noe
wild e be the last to pay the
peaalty for the eollaborationisr
practices of the paid officials
Thorncet shows: how ame and
time again the union milirants
im the shop floor did not just
need o keep their eves an the
management, but also nesded
tn keep glancing over their
shruldes at what ther oflicials
were getting dp to. He points
outl how “They wers happy for
the branch to spearhead rhe
initial union arganisation of
the plant and send them
thousands of pounds overy
month from membership dues:
bt whon this resuleed in a
militant fight wirh
management they were not $0
kren

I'he officlals warneed
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Strikkers 1956

[l PR R

cy to Marxism

consultation and negotiartion
with the employers, which
meant they saw their role, not
ag fepresennng the worklore
in taking over control of
comdirions an the facory, b

ay mediating between cay
iamd laboar
What emerges from the

srory ol Cowley and this holds

trus for every nther workplace,
e it facruey or nifice, 33 that
the unromirting bartle agains:
management, and the strugrle
to bring the uniens under the
conirol of the members s o
Rerrlean rask. I b no

cany be left 10

somnethine tha
chEne

Bl caang M I-“"
dependent an cither warkers
ar stewards spontaneoosly

arhing the night conclusions.
Even milijancy, desirable and
Necessamy Ay L i, on its Hwo s
T lr]'ll'|'|_r_.r:'. Thorie FELITANYS
aways in the author's wored
the consrant need to fink the

SEICIALIST CQUTIOOR no 2 JubylAugust 1987

day to dav struggles on the
shop fleor 1o rthe straggle foroa
socialist programme’

Thornert recognised thar
poed quite early in his trade
union hife and i1 was nor long
after starnng waork ar Cowley
that he joined the Communist
Parvey. Tt was piot long cither
hefore he reabiaed thae the
Crmmunisr Parry did niot base
iselt on the methods of the
clazs strnggle and he also
hegan m recognise that muany
if its members in the unis
particularly those in full-time
or leading poaitions, wer

3,

themselves enmeshed in the
urion  bureaucracy

Unlike many who have lelt
the Cummmunist Party he did
nor finksh up sat behund the
desk i the perzonnel office o
make hi= accommadarnan with
reformiam . Tnstead he poined
the Soriahst Lahour League ar
that rme rhe largest and mise

REVIEWS

signifirant of the Trorskyiar
groups. Whar appealed to him
about rhe &41.1., and the same
thing appealed to quite a
number of other serous
worker militants-s1 thar nme,
was ity determination o furm
its intellectuals and students
towards building a base in the
workers' muovement, Further
w115 insistence dial the
crisis far the workine ¢lass was
a cnsis of leadership, accorded
very much with his own
expenence and thar of rhe
wther stewards in the factory:
'hey valy had w look ae

I ransport House and the
ARTICE

te-knaw that was cérainly

COFTECT
In rime he was ta leave the

SLL oot be

he rojected
but

wils convinoed 1t was not

Trotskvism ccause be

serving the interests of the
workinye cluss and hod become

nureauc stically depenerate
F}l'-'|'|1’|" 1w mal formations and
it wpdoulsted sectanan aml
ultra-lefl pracuces, the SLI
had provided accesss o the
Tranq al Proprarime and the
wnrks of Leon Trotsky. This
meant thar Alan and the SLL

members m the Cowley plant
were able 1o educate
themselves and were not
dizarmed when laced with a
pulitical eflensive lrom the
etnplovers. or the Tory and
Labour givemments, Nor
were ey drawn 1nte e trap
of the class collaboyation
atlvncated by the union
officials

This enabled them fo bead &
fighrar Cowley against wage
restraint, and against anti-
trade union laws whether they
onginated from Tabour’s
Barbara Castle or Edward
Heath’s Tory gnvernment
Linlike many militantz whn

vireld mot counter the hnsses
arguments thar falling sales
and rising costs meant
redundancies, the Trorskvisis
at:Cowley would demand
‘open the bonka’ and call fora
! ter wurking week with no

less of pay”

bBeing Marasts they did not
restrict their campaigns o
factiry issues gr the lssues of
British piditica. They
reacgnised the threar of
imperialism and supported the
liberatom war ol the

o the Tabour leadership

Vietnamese peoples against the
UsA, and atacked the
complicity of the Wilson
govorniment in this shamefis)
Unlike the reformises, the
Trotskyvists in Cawley did not
tell the workers “leave things
tio us’ they argued for the

WAT

< the authioney
inta their nwn hands

WO F5 70
Matarally thiz eamed thomy (he
undving hatred of the bosses,
the wmion buresurrats, the
right-wing Labourires and th
e4s — such policits hear rhe

balligsrk of subwversion
Iy, e wedioly

Fwventual

Hanee between the redas,
anrd the union officials

by the bosses: was-used o

axsisied

mune the mibranms a:
Cowley. In 1982 Alan
hurnett wus Iromed and

sached, Dodud mdnagement is
brack an e saddle aod thunks

thiose, " rirasonable pelple
wha believe in ‘realisi I|II_

mnioms are weakened, the

wiorkload has been mntensificd

and the threat of vicomasa

iyl

I agdin in the air
Ciovwley stands as a
testimnuny ol what can be

achieved by pulitical

vrgnrsativn on the shop flone
atid erially it boars tesmmony
ey of the union

why From

fo- Marxirm is a book

iy che trea

buresucracy. This

1 shows the

BTEAS 1

tal entsied during
the upsiirge of adlitaney i the
stxtied and seventics, and
merngs out how that miditancy
was diverted and cvenmaally
hetraved by the lahour
hrreaucracy, thus making
Thatcher s anti-unmion crssade

all that easier. For the working
clas the price of TUC
realisim” i mdeed @ heavy
LI

Furthermaore the honk shows
hat emplovers can be defeated
and the buresucracy can be
swept aside, providing the
marais) moversent has won 3
Liase in the mass organisations
of the working class,
parncularly in the workplace
Unlike the
EJ{FJ':“'[:" -.\.|||:| want oo :I.".'l'rT:r.".'/!'
snclusteial rolarions, this book

and in the unions

i= a-serious dttempt o shiow
huww — with the merthoda of

e and the use

the ¢laszs strug

of marxism — we can acraally
hange them, so the working

class can rule society
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‘There ain’t no black in the union jack’

SHAHID TILLEY
Paul Gilrgy, There ain’t no
black in the union jack,

Huteknmn,, £7.95

Th THES Book Paal Gilrey
pralyses Tiritam i the pass
two decades through the

nil Tacism

prism of 'ruce’a
i the way, he explores tie
‘erisis in Marcism” which s
highlighited by, and possibly
prodaced by, the rzcool “now
suceal movens
[ertisoning the dominane

HIE ]

view ol racism which
comatructs black pepple na
‘problem/victim’ couplet, or
rarriers of 3 discrete and fiverd
culiural bagape b conarmicts
amore political definition ol
‘ruce'/TACISTN A% @ PYOCCSs
nirinsicalby lnked warh
posr-war political and
coonomic erists, Rage' 1=
biroughr 1o from rhe margine

where it is preacnsdy thoughi
bv sections of the lefl 1o be
“bad idealogy’ and exploved m
its relationship o the rise of
the pow rght und the
wuthomitarian stare. The
ngrion of mmeeand “hlack

il fE5a

rrimanality’ 1% ana
key comiponent of the dnft

towards authoritarian srarsm.
Wace nnderpins much
common geinds’ armund which
indisstrial and natonal dectine
ig nndersiond e only by the
estabilishmen:s bue uleo
pupilazhy.

The fusion of naron race
popularsed by the ideolopaes
of the new right has become
=y dominant that Tabour's

if the

“riew realists’ jealonsly
po preclaim Wi popular
parrinric lag, Kinnock. and
theoreticians suchias EP
Thempson and Haymond
Williams are casting arouand
[t a *left and *fairer’
parrintism thar will appeal 19
all that ix fust and good in the
FrglistyBrirish wadition. But
fnr black people add Trish the
relatimmshup Botwern e wolon
jack, racian and imperialism
is o close for comlont, And
gt recently in France, the
tatnied language of patrioliso
is brwund 1w fal pavang e

way lor a further shift 1o the

righil

Gritroy relios om rhis analveis
of nation and rare 1 explain
5g of the of (he
Anri-MNam Leagus (ANT) m
denting the elecioml mppun
of the National Front by
labelling the latter as Maos
agamst whom Briraun fough
the war. Al gond Britons
conld not be Niizis, The

danger of such arguments m

the see

playing upea narionalis|
restmances wiis that the
discusion of race was pulled
awny form the cenwre. Tt alsw
rendered ant racksin
vialnnrahle o Gascists such as
Twndal to annource theis
opposition ) Nazssm and
their alfirmation of galrinrism
{ilmwy cuntrasts the stengrhs
of Rock Againse Racism —
deetred o be 2 more
ANPTRpTIATE TEsPOdise th Tl
in 115 down-up development

and its diztance from the
opportunistic language of
patriotism, Tr alsw allied with
and enconraged gendinely
anti-matiomalist

miovements youth culmres o
develiap (puak mnsic, lor
mstance}

The book alzo erncally
regards the anm-racisl elfors
of the Greater London
Couictl ffrome 1981 to 19586
Lis ‘coual opporiunity’
programmes developed
relartion to administration and

omnly applied suzcessiully

wirhin bureaucracies wert

hastily generalised by their
fisting gito the wider
ctimmunity with insufficient
PIEpArATINn [r atty
undlerstanding of the
complesiey of the world
oirstede county hall
Propaganda which

el
ratism as power phis
diserimination nor onl
aared many black people
bt alse white Tondoners —
the vasl majorioy ol whom did
nol ave any power

[his bonk"s central

weakness 1y il stking
‘sirategin silence’ on the
[akour and wade amion
mvernenis, Ther: s ne

tial to

discussion of rthe pute

be galneed from sceial
militanrs working wirthin

them . What 121 realisy has

been their fathure o cogently
(ppOse thie forees of the
radical Fight after the o
of e relanvie consensis

polites af the post-war perod
15 dagnesed as wtrinsic oy e

labour movement. The
Irresucrilic and corporalis
marure of the labwour
mvEIRent are seep notas the
facets that need 1o b
challenzed but held 10 be so
decply embedded thil any
sitiom 14 deemed (o he

lecd worh Crilroy 2
conception of the [l as

pedyrmionial” or ecanarnistc’

Bélies the work ol sigmfic

o rurrents within both
falmsug g trade unaeo
rroveinonts whi-have relusecd
vo privilege “shop-Hooy
sirugales ar the e

others sueh as anti-racism
wimen’s equality and peace.

In face the formarin ol
borth the A% and BAK was
wmitialhy secured by socialista
active cither i the trade
uninns or political parties
The ANL was a comparatively
suctesslul project mois
artgapt 10 challenge e rse
ul the Manonul Front. Formed
as a umired-Tronl agamsr
[ascism ic was i beoad based
alliznce operating under the
hanner of ‘they shall not
Paes

Anti-fascist demos [orced
volunlary OTganisaticns,
churches, Tahour parties and
untions oo the lelt in
chiallenging the state over the
palitical presence of frscists

I'|131'."hir'.|_.; on the streets. In

contrast, e Clommunkst

scist
popular-front nrientated

Party’ = puorc ann
canpaign “one rave e
bruman race’ which [ocused on
the dmvsiveness and raciss
ool of Tascism was a
fanlure

Cilrow 3
a suiliciens explanaton for the
tailuee nf anm-racist s Black

5 10 pohery

ALOGNTES ].'-'.I.Il' 3

vis over the
= Ty Fasr thesr sticls
LGERTATIAT Tiriesl

1 within the contex
of indr-olags i

wns; the
riglitward shitr 1o Brivsh
potities and the Lulure
busld & soczalist bridgehead
within the Lilour and trade
HTHOT v eients on the

Auestivn of race. The Liter
harvest of this has been the
rish inwo the resrrictive
pirlitcs of “equal spportunTy
weitluiry, At o, Joval

< the

govCTIment service
zgjnrral

ecnployment of a pro
Ligwer of “ethnic specialises’
whodsr aim s (o culrally
sevisitise the lncroazimgly

roercive wolfare sfate in ats
relauanship to black clienrs;
the comsnlidarion of black
thurch

8 0T groups offen

SOCIALST OUTLOIOK ne 2 Jubp/August 1987




alnng reaciionary and
dead-end axioms of religons
fundamentalisim and “hlack
L-apjt.-sllsrn ', The suhsrantive
,”:{.-:nda tur Black liberadion
anid anti-racism fan end 1o
arare GPPTESSION, dnproved
housing, health, edocation
anc employient§ have heen
L nm ice for the nme being.

Linked 1o this partial

pelrcat is he pormicies rise in
the palitics af the “hierarchies
af the oppressed” (where oo

sppressed proup; ATTCTMRTS 10
patn' a larger share of ever
éu'r.rra:mg and meagre
servives at the mepense ol
anuther) which in realilv 35 a8
lugical extension of many
cxistme- eyual opportunity’
FITTRINES,

The ather danger of
Critrow's anulysis which
privileges social movements
which are often *against the
stabe' 18 the question of
eritera; TF historcal
rnatrmialismn dnd the flads
srraggle as methods of
analviis are 10 be severely
resteicied m their
applicabiliry, as the book
secms to sugzest, then hy
whar nther crileria do we
quddge the progressive nature
ur ttherwise of autonomoeas
strupples? Even the
“tradivional” left, for instance,
15 uncertaln as o what its
piisbiean should be un siate
funding for religieus schools.

Many reactionary, as well
a8 Progressive, gTOULpS Want to

define their own boundariesof
sohidarity and identityan their
speoific atcmpis to
deoconatmct mkdominy.

AUTOLOIILs v erTienls
need 1o be wterpreted within
the framework of class
arrrggic. Snoften thov
promise radical challenge (o
thie vitlues of modern capitalisi
socioty only 1o collapse back,
espreially in times of crises,
inta the lass trom which they
et e

Gliruy s correct Lo
emphasise e unpoiiance of
Progressiv i AUIonOenioa g
Movenyen s clrsde the
houndaries of corporarns
stractures. Tt tor thess 1o
suceeed there aa need to
unite their strensths ol

The decline of Scottish capital

JIM NIBLOCK

fokn Fosler und Charler Woolfson.
The pulltcs of the TIES work
in, Lawrence and Witkard, L5 95,

FirIEEN YEARS alier the
fvent, It may e sUERNES 10
comment thal i35 8 omely
publication. However, the
relevance of the book béronies
clear as the authors — borh
expelled memmbers of the
British Cuomrmynisr Party —
sk 1o go Lack 1o the funere
by re-establishing the politcal
anthenticity of the parry line ar
the time ol the work-in.

As such, they polemicise
againgt the new eoro-
vomemunesr orthodoxy, Bur it
s anclerc] sromic, and indicative
of rhe crsis of the C1°, that the
appearance of (his book should
coincide with the rwn main
leaders of the work-in —
Jimmy Rend and Jiimmy Airlic
— expressing thempselves to be
ofpgsed to e polities thar they
stood lor at the mme al UCS,
In Moy ol iy year, Adrlie as
leader of the AR in Scotland
pressunsed the Carerpillar
wiitkers into ralling ofl their
accupanon, Reid joined
Rupert Murdoch’s stadl at the
Sut i June.

Enill, rhe puthors cannot be
blamed for this and both
dlearly remain unshakienly
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enmrmtted to the politics of the
‘anti-manopoly afliance”. But
then, whar 15 inferesting and
a0 fimely abour the book s not
s rnuch s polifice but the
histarical analysis of the [Gcloes
which led o the UCS strupele.

The zuthors trace the
ernsion af Scoish capitalism's
independence and the
consequent declme ol i3
influence at the level of the
Hritish stale Scultlsh
indusirial capital was bhased on
the maintenance ol empire;
shipbuilding, steel, coul and
heavy enginesring accounteed
lur forty per cent of the male
workloree at the wrn of the
century as against twenty-five
per cent in Beliain as a whaole.

The diozen or s families
thav controlled these secrors
(Colevilles, Lithgows,
Yarruws, Tenpanrs, Stephens,
Welrs) were based on the
Clyde and, through inter:
marriage, combined holdings
in all these spheres, Their grip
on the Seotrizh economy was
unchallenged. On a British
acale they were ahle
dominate shiphuildmg and o
number of héavy engqineering
gectors. But the dimntegration
of Britain’s imperial rule afler
the sedund world war lefy these
leading seciors of Scortish
capital m a partecalarly
vulperahle position

Although weakened, heavy
ErgLer g remained

dominant in Scotland. I used
it pofitical mfloence w ght
against the introduction ol &
strip steel mull w service the
canatimer durahle gonds
acctor. Bur evenmally even the
likes of Coteville, who had a
momnpaly of steel producton
in Brearland based oo
anipbuilding plate, was torced
o capitufate when faced with
the threat of an outside
company being brought i
det up the stop steel mill. The
establishiment of Bavensciag
combined with the Roots car
plant ut Linwood marked an
ittenpt o shift the balanee

away (romm heawy uadusiry

In practice, heavy indusery
wity in arreparalile decline and
the muach vaunted “new
arowil clusiries ' dicl po
cHiergs 1o pefimancnily replace
it By 1960 the Tory voie
bigan ks inenoiable dlump. By
154 the Scomizh Nanonalise
Parry (3NI") hegan m emerge
as-a credihle force,

Towards:the end of the
60, Sir William Tathgow
artrmpted 1o reassert the
control of hicavy industry
throogh “Cloeanspant A
marttime-based development
strategy lor a european
Seotland 1970-20000" Most
Scartish Tares accepted thas
project and in 19659 Louglas-
ITome headed a Conservative
Partv commissioy which
reported 0 favour of an

REVIEWS

mnhilisanon and sporianeny
with socialist oarrents within
the labeur amd rade anion
mnvemenrs lnoally and
mattonally:. This would
prowide a stironger [oundation
o which tochuild broader
working rlass alliances
mepand the baseys of strugeles
and reduve the vulongrabifivy
which isoflen associated with
the wulacon ol autoey

Wiale e hook is fawed
there i tach in i which is
Challenging G e left, T
particular, v nffcrsa nmely
crifigme At mAany “anri-raciss
and el oppormanitg”
iniranves and meread will
help o develop @ coherent
and riritcal siriteey [nr
fighting rovism ®

elecred Scoltish assembly

Bue thie 1ories were more
concerned wilh entry oo the
Europeun Foonomme
Cnmunity, The Clecanspan
project fisk an integratcd stee]
cormpley: a1 Hunterston clashnd
with HF0 micmbership which
wintld sec demand tor siez]
conrract. With their main
proajeer for indisrrs] revival
sacrificed to the capitalist
ratipnalisation of European
stee] production thee Scorish
Conservauyve: exposed then
lack ol polincal imnleence ar
the level at which il marcred.

Under the stimafus of ERC
membersiup Scottish caparal
rupidly conrenrrared and
soupht refuge by integraling
itaelf ever-more-closely inm the
Brrsh stare. The price it paid
for this was the severing of ity
focalitics which b turn
wiakened Tory rrocs in
Seotland. The drive towands
centrulizm during the Thatcher
period. rogether with arracks
ot lecal govermnent, have
Called inte yuoestion the
L'j:-;js'i'ihi.!jl‘.y and pr_‘l:-‘-ﬁ.il:ll}" eviEn
thie very existenee of the
Scottish Trornes.

A tmely {and pricey!) boak
even il all it dives is remind us
of whar yesterday's “heroes’
bave descended . The
authors’ political conclusions
feave & lot 1 be dessred but
their analysis makes this book
wrrth the read.
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Rupert Everaett and Ornella Muti in ‘Chronicle of a death foretald

Chronicle of a death foretold

DAVID GRANT

CENTLURIES OF rurhless
caplortarion, first by the
Spanish and Pormuguese
ti and later by

colant
successive imperalist powers,
have seen the peoples of South
America hiterally worked m
death, anmihilated by foree of
arms, starved as daves,
brrutalised and croshed oy
wige-slavery, “disappearsd’ in
their thousands as oppenents
of regimes hegqueathed and
supperted by imperalism
Arceptance of dearth on such a
dcale as an evicahle
commonplace ocourance his
hecome woven 1non Sourh
American culture and socien
to the pomnt where 1t %cenis
matural and immutable

Ihe novels of Gabrel
Crarcin Marguez are saturated
with the inevitabilliov dis
provokes at the leved of social
conscimisness; penpled with

characters whose faraham,
predictive powers, surrcal
confusion of history and
current reality comibline with a
stuic resistance (o the Jife
which has conepired 10
confront them. His drrached
ahjectivity borders on a lack of
compasson for penple whose
lives are a living hell

Bt it is previsely this
ahjectivity which 15 the
pofitical strength of (Farcia
Marquez's wrirings: His
characters make history, but
not i circomsrances of their
pwn choosing: The ideas and
mstitutinns which constrict and
crush them are those nf the
church, the srare, a borrowed
‘compradore decdogy of the
‘local” ruling rlasses — a
savage combinarion, cvnically
exploitative where not snll
mystically feudal. The
emotional turmoll of his
characters i lade all s muore
ral by hig tharp-edged

abwectivity, Marquez's

l:'l'l.ﬁrﬂ.L'lL'l'!-. never resolve the

contradictiona of their hves
through individual efforr
Strange then thar director
Francesco Rom shonld
transtorm the nich and
cinmnplex raw material of
(zabriel GGarcia Marquez’s
Chroreete of @ Death Faretodd tuto

a rarher disappointing (ilm.
The use of 3 “detective’
seen in Rosi’s previcus Alims

lorrmal

and the eminenty cincmane
rqualities of the Colombaan
location should have combmed
with the theme of Marquez's
nuvel — the compliciry of a
whole village in 4 murder for
‘honour’ — 10 great effecr.

Pl film could hove been a
searing indictoent of the
valoes which caused the sucial
paralysia that allows the deatls
— s foretald that cven the
victim knew of it — 1o ocour
Unlortunately, i 1= polincally
soft. Muanv of the biting
alseryvations (rom characrers
irn the novel dre absenr from,
or lack signillcance m, the
film. Most imporiandy. che
complesiry of rhe enmolon:
and marvanons of Marguez's
women tharacters are flariencd
intey prediceable (and rherefare
surmewhat reactionary)
sleredlypes

Thus, Angela Yicarn, rhe

worman whose "hoanoar”
‘redesmed’ through murder
and death is seen in a vicious

fight with her sisters, This is

5

i marked contrast o the
passage in Marguee's novel
whirh scrs - Anecla and her
sisters discussing wavs in
which she can utithae che
predictabily drinken srare of
bker future husband o keep her
secrel love allair hidden

Yeu the [lm spens
promesingly enough. A paddle
steamer chups slowly away
froma-glass-fronted cityseape.
Slovw cracking shorg follow the
SICATICT O podirney ap the
slugwish river — hlack smeke
belching inte a harsh white
siy. The music rarrics an
uminos note &5 The steamer
approaches the village —
islated In space anid lime — a
microcosm of the contineat in
which the rragedy s 1o be
playved out. The river and i1s
human cargo arg the only
source of change for a own
that ‘never changrs'

But the film lacks the zavage
rony of the novel and cven
roes lor an ending which iz
ambipuousty close 1o happy
Funs ol Bosi and Marquez will
be disappointed. Those who
hawe anll 1o discover their
reapective work should not let
this film prejudice them in
seeking 1 o0r
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