TLOOK

A pril 19 90 £ 1

OU

THATCHER'S

M

CRISIS

Inside

@® Nicaragua after f
election defeat
® South Africa
® Education




. Our bodies
--our Ilves '

The baltle agains! the resciionary Impilcations of the new
Embryology BII and Its samendments from the fundamentalisi right,
restricting tine-fimiis for abortion and access lo donor Insemination,
goes on. Furthercoverage in the next Issue of SOCIALIST OUTLOOK,
along with the latest enalysis of the Poll Tax fight, a special supple-
ment on Ireland, and much more!
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Nicaragua: Bush buys a

victory

In East Germany the votes for the pro-capitalist CDU were
bought for deutschmarks: in Nicaragua the US-sponsored
UNO coalition used the promise of dollars as its main at-
traction.

If monev talks, State Department money invested in destabilis-
ing o ‘target’ regime positively shouts. While the Sandinistas
picked their way through the wreckage of an econemy plundered
by the old Somoza regime, and toured the world seeking small
packages of ald and suppurt, the White House was devoting big
bucks to sccuring their downfall,

There have been over ten years of US economic blockade on
Nicaragua, coupled with political harassment of potentially sym-
pathetic governments; this has run alongside ontright destruc-
tion, through sustalned sponsored sabotage and terrorism carried
out by US-Tunded ‘contra’ mercenaries. This effort has largely
broken the always fragile Nicaraguan economy,

The contrast between the huge resources svallable 1o sponsor
the contras and the pitiful levels of cconomic and military assis-
tance supplied to the Sandinistas -'-p:u.h volumes on the political

Reagan and then Bush were ale to funpel tens of millions of
dollars to the contras through the stooge regime in Hondorss and
other condulls: they were also able to sustain and boild up
economic and military <upport for the reactionary regime in I
Salvador.

The border war waged by the contras dragged on, bringing
huge suffering, less of life, and ecconomic costs — not oaly in terms
of the need For a large army and Its equipment, bui also the dis
location of sgriculiural and other prodoction.

Mesnwhile the Nicaragusn bourgeoisie — egged on from the
USA - kept up its opposition te and disruption of the Sandinista
regime and its economic policies, showing thelr refusal to play
ball in a ‘mixed’ economy.

Finally, worn down by war and unconvinced that the San-
dinistas could offer an economic future to match Violetia
Chamorro's beguiling promises of renewed LS trade and aid, a
majority of the Nicaraguasn eclecorate became sufTicently
demuoralised 1o vote for the UNCY coalltion. }

Fidel Castro from the outsetl advised the Sandinistas ot to try

sititude of the Kremlin I

/-.r“'ﬂi - i
leaders. Under Brezhnev, Q _#L"'E‘J _-5 [
the Central American |_I
revolutlopary  movement

wias  dismissed w84 @
dangeroos side issue to the
pursuit of defente - pot
least when  President
Carter forvefully reminded
Moscow that this was a US
hack vard. Despite the
limited support  which
Fided Castro’s Cubun
lesdership — constrained
by Moscow — could offer
they had seized
powir, the Sandinistas
were Increasingly given the
cold shoulder and little ¢lse
in the USSR,

This line — a stark con-
trust  with Khruschev's
willingness in the carly
[960z to offer milltary
protection and substantial

afler

economic  subsidies Lo
Coba (Initially in the hopes of securing & military base in the
Caribbean} — has continued under the various Soviet leaders.

The Gorbachey doctrine of ‘peaceful coexistence’ means refus-
ing to back any ncew confrootation in the US ‘spheres of
influence’. Nor is it just Soviet ald that has been withheld: under
pressure from Moscow, Cuban support to the liberation forces in
Fl Salvador has also been restricted .

Blockaded by the imperialists, the Sandinistas have been left
Isolated by the ‘anti-imperislists’, snd pressurised into varions
forms of regional ‘peace initiatives” which if snccessful would
bave consolidated righlt wing capitalist regimes in Central
America and made permancat the Sandinistas’ isolation.

While the Moscow burcauerats abstained, Washiogton™s war-
mongers were quick to selze the advantage.
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to build 8 pew Cuba, but simply to build ‘A new Nicaragua'.
There is no doubt that in the very different world conditions of
1979 %), the oplion of a 1960s-style “Coban road’, dependent as
Castro has always been on Soviel aid, was never on offer to the
FSLN, even had they wished to follow ii.

But the scandalons refusal of Gorbachev and the Soviet
huregucracy to lend material aid io the Nicaraguan reglme has
undoubiedly belped Bush and Chamorre win their uaexpected
election success. Whether the promised dollars will ever
materialise, and how long Chamorroe can survive if they don’t, is
another question.

For the moment the Nicaraguan workers and peasanis have
suffered a serlous and demoralising setback, and now face a new
stage in the struggle. They need practical and political solldarity
for the struggles ahead.
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EDITORIAL/UPDATE

Slmping in the polls and
Facing # growing tide of dissent
and dissatisfaction as her vwn
party faithful begin 10 scent
defeat at the next General Elec-
tion, Margaret Thaicher has
nohody else to blame for her
predicament. She [lomg  ago
removed anyone with any back-
hone from her cabinet, and has
apparently convinced bersell
that, given the weakness of
Labour's vpposition, a resolufe
Tory leadership can Force
through anything it wanis.

She has miscalenlated, and un-
wittingly copsiructed a mighty
muovemenl of disafMection reaching
deep Inte patural Tory support.
Opinion polls as we go to press suggest she could face the Tortes
worst by-election defeat since 1935 as the ‘safe’ Mid- Staf-
fordshire sest is swept away in voters® revoll.

Neil Kinneck and his grey men and women are of course
revelling in the Tory orisis: but there s little credit due to 2
Labour front bench that has puot the ‘shadow’ into shadow
cabinet, with a consisteatly low-profile line on almost everything.

The vpsurge in support for the Labour Parly has nothing to
de with Kinnock’s parllamentary efforts, let alone the Policy
Review (which few voters understand): it is the combined resull
of Thatcher machine-gunning herself in the foot at the same time
as the soggy ‘cenire’ LiberalSDIP alliance has disintegrated,
reducing Its compunent parts to @ shrivelled minority curreat on
an clectoral par with the (zreens,

It really is Thatcher’s crisis

COut In front to ke the blams: Thalcher
v |

For proof of this, we jusi necd to ask
what are the maln I#sues aronnd which
the antl-Thaicher tde has poathered.
There i5 the Poll Tax, the staie of the
economy {with infatlon chipping away at
living standards and sky-high ioterest
rates putting even traditional Tory-voting
moerigege-payers through the mill), and
unpopular Tery policies and cuts in the
NHS, education and housing.

Each |s costing the governmenl sup-
pert (as did Kenneth Clarke's hard lior
on the ambulance dispute): yet on vone of
them have the Labour leaders a clear,
well-known or accepfed alternative to
Thatcher's line. The Labour Party has
pnot conducted any serious mess cam-
paign on any of these key issues

The readiness of Kinoock fo refreat
instantly in the face of the slightest Tory
counfer-offensive, and te sypander the
political advantage of the situatlon In another round of witch-
hunts and threatened expulsions underlines the need to fight any
complaceacy in the labour movement after the predictable sweep-
Ing Labour gains are recorded in May's local government elec-
tlons.

A leadership this soft, remoie from real siruggles and
apologetic about its working class supporiers could yet pluck
difeat from the jaws of victory at the next General Eleciion.

Thatcher's self-inflicted misery can only be made socialists’
delight If we take every opporiunity to baild a firm base of or-
ganised resistance in the vnions, the Labour Party and the mass
campaigns — and ensure that the fight for o soclalist alternative is
carried through.

Maxwell’s vendetta against Scargill

Five highly-paul Drarly Mirror
journalists, travelling  nine
countries oo expenses  for
seven months, have had a
single mission assigned (o
them hy their boss, umion-
husting milliopaire  Robert
Mazwell: ‘get Scargill”.
Money has been no ohject in
the smear campaign, which hore
fruit in the recent five-day seried
in the Mirror. It mised & serics of
allegations over the handling of
NUM money by Scangill and
NUM General Secretary  Peter

Heathfield during the [984-5
miners” stnke.
Star ‘witness' was Roger

Windsar, o [omer non clected
employee whe gose bo Chief Bx-
ecutive Officer of thet NUUM. He
tums oul Lo Have been paid a fat

tetainer by the Morror, in addi-
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tion, he 15 &8 man with a grudge —
Scargill last October called in
South Yorkshire police 1o inves-
ligate his links with a company
dolng businéss on the new MNolts
aren NUM head office,

Windsor now lives tn France:
he iz also facing legal action o
retneve £29.000 he was lent by
the NUM when it refocated from
London in Bamsley.

Scargill's former choufTeur,
Jim Parker, who lefi his job and
cooperated with the Miror has
also  pdded  allegations  that
Libyan cash was used to pay off
Scarnnll’s mottgage and  make
Inans to Heathfield and Windsor,

Ther is no evidence
Scargill ar Heathfield bencfitted
personally from any of the al-
Jeged dealings, which teck place
at & shamp point of the #nke,

when sequestraliors were homing

that |

in on MUM assels, and eould
have seized the houses they were
in, Mor is there any proof that any
of the sctions were motivaled by
anylting other than a desire 1o
kzep the onion funcooning.

Inn the light of this, it was per
haps foolish of the NUM Execn-
tive, in calling for an independen
inguiry into the allegations, o
decide #t should be condocted by
the Haldane Society whose most
prominent member, Derek Plarts
Mills, is also suhject of Mirror al-
legations,

One thing is clear: with
Thatcher using the full might of
the police and bowrgeois law, and
unlimited millions of taxpayers’
money o crush the NUM, Scar-
gill would have been more than
justified in taking cash from the
LISSR, Libya or anywhere clsc to
help sustwm the strikers,

Manwell, politically backed
by the TUC right wing, Meil Kin-
nixk and of course cynical ele-
ments  like Labour MP Kan
Howcllz, who played a key role
in manoucyring  the eoventusl
retum 1o work, s altecking Scar-
gil Tor one reason only: because

of the class struggle politics hie.

represents in the unions and (he
labour movemenl.

Maxwell hamsedl, stull ocked
in battle wath 23 MU membens a
Pergamon  Press,  sawked  For
taking 24-hour official strike ac-
tio, has every reason ay o oan
employer to wan! such politics
crushed. Militants in the workers”
movement wanting {0 defend
Scargill against: the Mirror's
campaigi of charscler assazsina-
tion shoold alsn lend repewed
support to the Pergamon 23,

Harry Sloan
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Gorbachev:
Hands off
Lithuania!

By David Shepherd

SOVIET tmops are massing
the borders: of  Lithuania
(population 3.7 million) as we go
to press in what could be the

L]

prelude to an invasion of the Bal-
(3¢ stale wiich declared its depar-
fure [roms the Soviel Unien on 1]
Muarch.

The ul
pendience by Lithuanin’s Supreme
Soviet ceme i the afrermath of
thie victory of the
Lithvanian  populur  movement
Sajudis in the March republican
elections, and hux the support of

declaration inde-

MTAsSIVE

the majorty of the population,
Any Soviet military intervention
wonld be & eriminal det of denial
of the natinnal-democratic rghts
of the Lithuaniun people,

Coming in the. wake of the
hlondy mepression of the Azer
hatjuni wational movement earlier
this year, such a show of military
dgainst the democratic
movemnenl b the Baltic republics
wiild pot bode well for the fu-
tuge of plasnost —at least as far as
the Soviet Llmon's  oppressed
nationalities are concermed.

This time the Soviet rulers do
nol even have the fg leal of
defence wof an ethnic minonty
from pogroms 1o cover their
military-buréagcratic  repression
of the national-democratic move-

frrce

ment.

Socialiste should defend un-
condifonally Lithuanua's right fo
independence, which means its
departyre from the USSE.

Az Lenin said, "Repudiation
of the right to self-determination,
i, the nght of nations to secede;
means nothing more than defence
of the prvileges of the dominant
nation and police methods of ad-
minislration, to the delmment of
democralic metheods.”

MNow is the Lime for socialistz
and  all  democnitic  forces
throoghont the USSH and interua-
tionally; 1o mally m defence of the
people of Lithoania.

The hackgroumd to the current
siluaiion i= the endemic nse of
the for  national-
depincratic righls i the Ballic

movermenls

stater- and ameng the other op-
preszed nationalities,

Along with Estemis {pespula-
tion 1.6 million), Lithuania had,
hefore the 11 Muarch deciaration,
already repnunced the treaty by
which it was forcefully  incor-
porated into the Soviet Union in
1940, Laivia, the other Baltic
republic (population 2.7 million),
is bound to lollow suit.

When il does so it will be join:
ing the mpublic of Georgia
{population 5.4 million) whose
Supreme Soviet on 2 Mprch
declared illegal the treaties nnder
which it joined the Soviet Union
in 1921 and demanded immediate

negotiations  with  Moscow 1o
recognise  §B clam (o inde-
pendence.

In common with its peigh-
bouring Transcavcanan repuhblic,
Azerbaijan, Georgia has  seep
bloadshed in its capital within the

lasl year as Soviel troops
represied rigbionalist
demonztraiomns.

Muoscow's reaponse to the nse
of  national-democratic
ments has been a combination of
repression  and tolerance, com-
bined with {very belated) ai-
tempts at  peforming inter-
republican relations.

Gotbachey ruled out negolia-
tions with Lithuania on the izsue
of independence and won by =
niassive majority a resolotion in
the Congress of People's
Deputies staing that Lithuania’s
declaradon of independence had
“ni legal force”

His strong wonds, however, do
not seem initially to have been
taken al face valoe by leaders of
the natienal movements. Algindas
Brazauskas, leader of the inde-
pendent  Lithuanian Communist
Pamy (and a popular nationalist

mowe-
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leader) dismizsed them as 'just
for public consumptron’, The im-
plication being thet Guorbachev
wis Irying not to frighlen thecon-
servatives and, impurantly, mot (o
give the green light o the nation-
al movements in other republics.

Leaders of the Lithuanian
popular movement Sajudis were
reparted as saving thal negotl
ticns with Muoscow on the tenns
of their sscession were m [act al-
regdy under way by mid-Muarch.
Clearly o compheated  tactical
pume was being played by the
Suvied leader

Even as he was mejecting the
of
Lithuanian

tdes negniannng nn
independence, Guor-
hachev was announoing the es
tablishment of a special Coninis-
sion on the implications of the
Lithuanian move, 1o be headed by
I*rime Minster Mikolal Byzhkow
Meanwhile there are no less

than five bills on 1gsnes to do with

the  matiopalities  hefore the
Sopreme Soviet in the cument
session,  including  one  that

provides & right of departure from
the Union (by referendum, oo a
fum-ont of at least seventy-five
per cent and to be ratlied by the

L !
The ‘super-president’ rules oul islks

Suprems Soviet).

But Gorbachev™s assumption
of vastly increased powers sz the
Union's new super-president has
been  miwrpreled by many as
betng in part a move designed 1o
temdencies
and hold the disintegrating Union
together

The srongly tationalist firsi
sectetary of the Georgian Com-
monist Pary Gigl Gumbaridze,
for example, moved a resolotion
in the republic’s Supreme Soviet
sayutg that the powers of the ox-
ecutive president were unaccep
table and a viofation of the nghts
of the republics. On 3 March
there wis a demonstration  of
4,000 pantside the govermment and
Communisl Pary headguarers in
Thilisi pmiesting af presidential
rule.

In Uksaine (population 51.7
million) the popualar front move-
ment — Kokh — mohilised 50,000
in the capital city Kiev in a
militant protest against the crea-
tion of the exscutive presidency.
Bukh won contmol of the Kiev
conncil m the Mach elections
and at the rime of wnbng ook st
to win a large number (perhaps a

combal  secess romaEl
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majorily) of seate n  the
republic’ s Supreme Soviet.

Lithumni's deciaration of in-
dependence may conie to be the
least of Guorbachey's headaches in
the commnp months, 1 1@ already
Only Ore Eiong many.

The uncfficial  4A%-member
Ceomgress of Estoma declared it
sell in March 1o be the leginmate
the Estonian
peopte and called for the rees
tablishment of Estonizn  inde-
pendent statchood. I zlso called
for the withdrawal of all Soviet
troops, which itsaid had heen 71
legally pcoupying  Estonie for
fifty years.

The Congress was clected by
an electorate of 700 — oaly
those who could prove that they
were desvended frem citizens of
the pre-Soviel Estonian repablic.
Ethnic Estonians make op only
4.7 per cemt of the republic’s

represtiitative  of

prpulation, the o=t
being mosly Russians
(27.9 per cent), i
Thiz  tiny  Baltic
stite alsd hes plans 1o
uniedsce ils own cur-
rengy — e kroon — by
the end of this year
Linde-
the

wiil

Econumic
pendence  From
Soviet  Union
however be mther dil-
ficulr given that only
three per cent of Es-
tonian mdustrial
production currently goes oaizide
the USSR,

For the small Baltic republics
economic  viability  as inde-
pendent slates (either separatcly
or together) is to say the least a
questionable concept,

There is lalk about a Baltic
federation with the Scandinavian
couniries, Poland and Geérmuay,

Georgian stall: sconomic Jsﬁ.l&s a.m ijr'

Bumt the ties that hind the
republics to the economy of the
USSR will be very difficull Lo
break.

The nationalists im the Soviet
republics: will have to conlront
the same problems as those loced
by the new govemments in east-
em and central Europe They
have discovered that,

although |

the economic teiationship with
the 1355R had a termble distoring
effect on ccomomic development,
it cagnol easily be shandoned.

The laz thing they want in
cagtern and centrel Eurppe g
mpd  disolution of Comescon
trading arrangements! Qi entre
econoniies wre Eeared o ol of
the Sovier Union. any sudden
break wonld fead to lnumediate
and eomplete gollapse

H thi= 1= e for Poland,
Crechosloeakin and the GDER,
how much more {5 it poe of
Lithuania, Batomin and Latvia?
On the sconomic [ronl ol leass
Gurbachey  &ill has pleniy of
roon fod menoeuy e

One thing is clear  police
methods of adnunidimtion, 1o use
Lenin's plirase, have no chance
of providing even w lempurary,
let alune o lasting, solulion (n te
pational gueations in the T3SR:

The movenient for British

been for scveml years.
Time 1o Go is a debi-ridden
shadow «of ils formes, not very
magnificent setf. The rest of thee
withdmwal movemenl does not
even appeario be able 1o hold o
couference 1o discuss some basic
joint initiatives: To cap it all, the
muonity af the Labour Comuii-
tee on leland's (LETs) AGM
visted (o eactude the views of 4()

newly-clested leadership.

An examination of whal hap-
poped -al the LCT AGM is in-
stmictive becuuse it tellz ns abot
the ensioms and dynamics not
ooty within that organisation boi
in the wider wathdawal move-
et

Two choices

There wene only two choices
facing the LOT ul the megting.
Suppurtess  of Sociofiz  Our-
ook wlong with mony othets, ar-
gued that while this LCT shoubd
continue to support Time fo G,
it shoold calso realize that it
wasn't the mn-away soccess that
some people Ly fo pretend.

We also argoed thal for too
homg the LTI hiad I.'tﬂghcl:cﬂ such

withdrawal from freland is in
a weaker state now than it has

percent of those present from its:

Ireland: Time

hmmnmﬂmlmg
mmbmwhmmlﬂhngup
new ones; or eohcmng the
pﬂhﬁkgtnmmmwnfthumrr
Party fromt beneh, = joh which
iiﬂhumnhm-ﬁuhhngmr—
tant 4= we approach the next

Time o Go to make ¥ a more
demuoeratic and  accountable
body, and that the LCI juself
should become a force actively
irying 1o draw together the dif-
ferent strands in the withdreal
movement:

The option chosen by ihe
AGM was-for the LET 10 become
Time o Go in the Labour Party,
Unly representatives of this yiew
were elecled o the  National
Counial nnd 1 is worth 1ecoding
that u number of prominent Na-
tional Council members didn't

Muost  offensve- of all, the
AGM wvoted by a slim majonty
not to censare the leadership for
itz decision not 1o support this
years Bloody Sunday march; an

event one  peron  Aipantly
described  az  ‘a Republican
Parade’

So what went wrong? And

for solidarity

what heppens next? The fiesy
question s much easler o
enewer than the sscond. Ao im.
portant  mwtion of the LCT
decided thil Time o Go was a
secret wespon which  would.
destroy  British imperialism by
the cmeaton of 8 (rather
nchulous) mass movement. They
fehi thal o precondition wo the
support of MPs like Claire Short,
whe could cventually hring pres-
sure 1o bear on the front bench.
To move in this direction they
had 1o smash up and exclude the
Iefi-wing within the LCI wnd
ercct ' Bedin Wall between
themselves and the tradisional
Joke

The joke in that they have
chosen te get nad of half of the
LCT's foot-soldicrs; so weaken-
ing sn orgamisation that wisn't
very strong in the first place. The
Socialint. Workers  Pany  and
Comnumist Partics now play no
real part in Time 1o Go, and ihe
campaign will find it hand even
1oy re-cstahlish last year's level of
sctivity. The fect tha jusi over
3) people lumed up o Shudenit
say Time tn Go hoars this oul.

The fimt leson from the
AGM i5 that democratic 1ehi for-
ces will have o be much more

effective al brinping suppoders
tum:rmu.-tﬁm alnhﬂhﬂm

miost sectarian mantier. We mist
begin 1o organiss 0 informal
catcuses: just a5 our opponcnls
have done so that we can par-
theipate as Labour Parly mem-
bers in _coming mehilisations
o freland.

When possible wo must take:
part in official LT aetivitiés — if
there ore wiy. We musl alsiy
streagthen. our links with the
the Labour Pamty, demonstraning
that the LCI imelf i= oot
synonymous  with  sectaniani=n
and undemociatic behavioar

The groups and individialy
who discovered Ut ey 'worked
g0 well togethier in Yeir of A
tion commitiees wud Time 1o Ga
groups i 19880 must reilise
that all their efforts will have
been wmsted I we don't begin g
sedovs dissusion on how our
meagme forees can work together,

While the Birmingham Six
remain in jail. and while Biltain
remaing i Ielnd, we have i
heavy responsibility

Liam MacU mﬂ
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Homelands rebellion
outpaces South African

By Ben Campbell

Mass vpnsings in many of South
Africa’s  bantustan  homelands’,
which spread afler the momentous
release ol Melson Mandela on
February 11, signal the end of
Pretoria’s system of gramd spartheid
But, with the forhcoming official
‘talks about talks® with De Klerk's
governmenl due o begin on Apnl 12,
the dramatic evenis have exposed
cructal  weaknesses i the
leadership's strategy [or power

As we go In press, lhe olficial death
toll has reached 250, with hundreds more
wonnded and detained, snce the Al ban-
luslan opiising began in Bophuthslywana
on Felwuary 4. The townships wnd vil-
loges of Gazankulu, Vends and Ciskei, in-
spired into protest by the release of Man-
defa, have boen lwumed inlo war rones by
cormupt bantustan mulers and their black
security forces: Despile ANC appeals [or
calm, unrcst has spremd to some  urban
Loewnslips ton

I what appears o be 4 new stialegy by
the De Eletk government, only a limuted 54
Defence Foroe (SADF) presence has been
gent in 1o the homelands, S far, the govemn
ment has mfused to loonch a single a mscue
opemtion. like o save
Bophuthatswana's Lucas Mangope twis years
agn, The main polifical bencficiary of the
beleagured hanmustan puppeis &5 the ANC
leudership. Why has de Kled done tliis, and
what implications does il have Tor develuping
working ¢lass power?

Left wing surprise

On the day of Mandela’s release, o mlly

thie ol

organised for Hodson Misanwasi, the 'chief
minister” of the “nen independent homeland®
of Gazankula, tumed into o ot when the
plarform was  siezed
pronounce 'away with the banmstans’

A general strike followed. Local reponters
suid that ‘even lefi wing organisatinns were
tnken by surprizs’. Intervention by the SADF
was limited to preventing looting and anson,
Most of the 25 desd were killed by
Misanwisi's local police and soldiers as he
fled into hiding.

Meanwhile, an estimated 70,000 prtes-
tars, led by workers and youth, ook Lo tie
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ANC |

~ leaders

strects in Bophuthatiswena — or “Hop', as the
auppozedly independent hometand 15 colled —
on Fehroary 7 [ollowing de Kledd's refom
zpeoch. Sparked padly by the deporation ol
Jon Lewas, the fomen editor of the South
Labour  Bulletim,
demanded the resiponation of the tyrenicsl
‘president’, Locas Mangope, and the jm-
meodiale reinfegraliom of the temiony inio
South Africs on a non-racial basis,

Manpope  dismissed  the  demands,
declared @ state of emergency and appealed
in vain for military remforcements [oome the
Pretena government. His trmops fired into the
crowds from Casspir armoured cars, then ot
ol f electricity, water and telephones.

Linking socio-economic

Afncan the  crowd

o |

demands

The demands in Bop wens linked to the
people’s socio-econvmic ¢risis. Centred on
the Odi region and Garonbuwn,  working
class communilies proiested agams officaal
comupiion, bk of public  services, un-
employment and |low wages. Those workers
lucky enough 1o find a paid job cam as lirtde
as RM) (shout £7.50) per week. From this
they dre supposed to provide for relanves
who sematch a living oot of bammen plots
Mostly non unionised, the semi-rurml waotkers
have begun to sel up conunitiees and have

v—wa' |

dilid
De Kierk: hoping ANC lsaders will bs good for business

been joined on marches by black police.

Then, in the first week of March,
Venda, *lndepesdent
homeland’, was hit by a wave of strikes,
including public workers and  black
police. The white-run army ran ameck
killing 38, wounding over SO people,
defnining  others, smashing marches
with tear-gas and culting off water and
elevtriciry supplies, The ANC's Intemnal
alliance, the Mass Democratic Move-
mienl, 1ssued colls for the formation of
village: und streel committecs “to or
gumse the youth®, an indication of the
largely spuntanenus charaster of the up
AUTEEs.

e Klerk s stand-off tctice becamse
clearer in . Ciskei the following week.
‘President-for-life’ Lennox Sche, per
hapa the most mthles= of the banmstan
puppets, srmanged for his son to sfage a
coup . when  he  malised  that -over
SKLANKY of tus 750NN smihjects woere
aotively relusing Cisketr' s pruedo-citirenshup
and bumning his party cards: But, when Szhe
wenl ofl 1o Talwan and Hong Keng, lis s
war nuifianked by amy lesder Bng
Churpa Gaguvea,

Brigadier under the red flag

In the abzence of any SADF inlervention
in the Ciskei 1ownships, Brigadier Ggoyn’s
Military Council declared it had siezed power
in the secend week of Magch, The Brigadier
addressed the crowd o Mdantsane nnder the
backdrop of Mags of the ANU and South
African Commumst Parly (SACP) and sad
he wanted “reinfegration into South Alfnea’, a
euphemism fot a non-racial govermment.

This surprise development was explained
by some ohservers as o suecess [or the Mass
Democratic Movemenl’s new  taclic. The
Movement's mew Congress of Tradibional
Leaders of South Africa has been recrmiing
many  chiels and herdmen to support the
ANC, o task made easier by Lhe melease of
Mandela and the prospect of a negotiated sel-
tlement. At the large Conference for o
Democmtic Future in December, il wiis misde
clear that those homeland leadess who op-
posed reintegration; and who looked sei in
collahorate wilh  the govemment in the
forthcoming talks like the DTA chiels did in
Mamibia, would have their base of support

anuther

er

Page 5



p G -

removed by mass disobedience campaigns.

O this hasis, pro-ANC forces are said to
liave been ahle to foment the uprisings
described shove, while largely preventing un-
rest breaking nut in Transkel, KEwaMNgane and
Lebown. There, the respective leaders, Bantu
Homolisa, Enpe Mabuza and  Nelson
Rimadikwe, have voiced suppon for reincor
poration. The most powerful, General
Huomuolisa, will meet Mandels after he retums
to South Africa on March 17, Aware of
Mandela's royal Transkei bihplace, the
General has surrounded himself with MDM
advisers and has promised a referendum on

Teinlegrulion.

New ANC tactic dangerous

The ANC tactic of selective — rather than
generalised — opposiion 10 banstan leaders
may appear very successful, but ir is highly
risky. SufTering an acute Nscal crisis, the ban-
fusian adminigtrations are unable to meet the
miazses’ demonds for jobs, decent wages,
fewer taxes, more houszes and belier servives.

Like the Bntish colonial *MNabve Keserves'
o which they were based, the modem
homelands are =] the domping grounds (or
millions of South Alrca’s “surplus’ workers
end dependents nf migrants essential o the
systemm of super-exploitaion of the black
wurking clasz Bul in the 1980s. bantustan
puppets were dllowed o harbour small black
armies and police forces - brotally repress
any  tissent. Obviously the ANC hopes. to
neutralise these amied fomes and  prevent
needless: hloodshed, But how has this been
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done?

Ciskel provides one cloe. Despite the ANC
and SACT flaps on Bripadier Gyozo's plat-
form, and his promise to selease of all
detalnees, the impoverished crowd began loot-
ing shops, While Ggozo's anuy held back, the
police unlesshed a reign of terror for 40 houwrs:
Arson. grainst administiative buldmgs ol-
lowed. Ggoen’s Military Council began talks
tooguell the viotence with the L'DF s East Lon-
don officers and then with UDF General
Sccretary Popo Molefe, who waz flown in

In exchange for freedom of organisation,
the UDF regional president shared a platfom
with Brigadier Gyoze o launch a ‘clean up
campaign’. Molefe told the people that “the
police were yedterday s enemies, but they can
be today's and tomomow's frends’. Various
MDM groups, including the dnions, rather
thin the UDF, had 1o provide marshalls o help
the policing efforl The UDF leaders will con-
tinue ‘Tor the time being’ & tactical alhance
with the Military Council,

Pace of masses too fast

Evidenaly, both the government and the
ANC leadership have seen thew pre-planned
gradualist schedule of ralks threatened by the
speed of mbellion. UDF spokesperson Patrick
Termor Lekota wamed Congress supporters
afier the Clskel revoll:

“The disappearance [of the homelands)
must be imed correctly, not hapharardly. And
when o homeland govermment 15 sympathetic
.- thers should be
no humy io pressure govemment officials 1o

to the ibemtion movement

abandon their posibons.”

Al the same ume, Mamdels
expressed fears Uil the talks
could drag out Lke thos with
SWAPO over Mamibing wde-
pendence — which ook over
twelve years.

Meanwhile, the povenument
18 determined (o exploit any li
of ANC collabomtion, Foreign
Mimster Fik RBotha sand eaclier
un Pehruary 6 that “We wish e
ANC will help us now hecanse
what is lefi |of the siate of emier
gency| s nod aimed at anyv par
twcular party.’ In other words, the
povernment will make deals waih
the ANC leaders, and thercfore
the SACE us well, once they
demumnslmle  how  effectively
ANC codre can discipline the
miisses in e lownships,

Ulbmately that menns allow-
g, even of pradually st fes,
ANC leadership contral of the
repressive  apparatus. of  the
capitalis  stale.  What  belter
laboratory than the homglands?
There, over lhe next [ew years
the ninst impoverishied amnd lesa
organiped workers can be faught
1o live within the existing labour
system, or o slightly reformed version of i, as
Mugabe has done in Zimbabwe,

Revitalise socialism - or

Slovo's long transition?

Yet, despite calls lor calm by ANC-UUDF
femders, the new wave of muass deftance has
alxo :n.lplrd in townships on the East Rand,
arpund tohannesburg, in Matal, ot Crossroads
outsjde Cape. Town and even in the Orange
Free Siate, Everywhere, protédors wanl more
resonrces for housing and servives, resources
which ate nol wvailable Trom  thoir local
authonties,

The exccotive of the trade wnion con-
federation TOSATLT has called for the ¢rea-
tion of a national civic association for all
tewaiships and “to revitalise seciabis thinking
But zocialist
sitluticns are the last cnes now on the minds of
the AMC and SACP leaders,

Like Mugabe (lhe fommer propagator of
*Marxism-Leniniam-Mio T Tong Thought ')
and his FAPU allies in Zimbabwe and
SWAPO allicz in Namibia, Joe Slova of (he
SACP iz leaming how tochangs his langoage:
‘T believe it is: possible to live with ihess
realities [the private sector amd international

amuomngst engunsed  workers'

capital] and ar the sanve thve ke strectured -

steps in the direction of secialism.” (in an in-

terview with that curioos British magarine thal

btz Lrele to do with markisn or today!)
Slovo’s 1988 satemen! thal there shoold

be “no Chinese Wall between the struggle for-

socialism and the strugple Tor democmey’ has
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aow hecome ‘there i8 no Chinese Wall be-
fween systems which mecesd one annther ...
one ling o accepl the nesd 1o go through &
lenpthy  process  of  Lransilion’
Today, March 19580}

Of courss, 2 ‘lenpthy process’ of
capitalism a6 just what De Kledk's party of
Afnknaner business want, They would do i
without the ANC and SACP'= collabomtion
il they could rstmoture the African market al
hiome and throughout the continent by them-
selved. Bot o political settlement is necessary,
far exanple, before the South Afnican bour-
geoiie van join SADCC or the QOAU, and get
rid of the extra cosis of /mporting Westem
capital and paying premiums for white skills,
collabomtors and malitan s
thromghoul thee reglon;

Impheal in all this is the need for the non-
racinl and black wnions to be depoliticized,
which |5 just what has happened under ANC
influcsice of the COSATL leadership over the
past few years. This was demonstrated by
kit subdued presence of the December Con-
ference for o Demncrabe Fulure and ther al-
fempts 1o relegate the worker's  charter
propoazals 1o a lberal constitutional righis
piea.

Constituent Assembly now

The only way Uhie masses will acceps the
vonseguences of De Kledd's plans, is through
hack door dealing snd propaganda by the
AN leaders. Yo, instead of initiating the cull
Ivud and clear for an ymmediate constitusnt
pasenbly  frecly elected on oa  wniversal
franchise, and directing mass profcst af this

(Maraezm

homeland

Who will do the policing of the biack masses?

end, the ANC-SACP lesdership have equivie-

vated, The demand was sh=ent Fom the

ANC policy statemients on negnliations nghl |

up until December, when the Conference fora
Demiocratic Future called for it i the hight of
the Namibian elections and the need for MDM

unity with the smaller Black Conscioumess
forces. Only Mundels has alluded o the
demand during the past three months. Link
this to the ANC's equivocation on majority
ritle, nationalisiation, and the sliennticn of
the homeland protestors, to see the dapgers.
The tmng of any govermment deal with
the ANC, aud thercfore the SACE, will be
szl by how senously The Klerk views the
electoral and secusity threat from the white
ulira right, as againgt the pressure of the
masses. Yel, while the Conservative Party is
defying the govemment's’ death squad in-
quity. campeipning for one million white
voles [or the 1994 election, and planaing a
‘Freedom Manifesto® m May or June, the
ANC Peadership is trying 1o defose black
protest and eo-opt the  homeland
hurcaucracy apd anned fomes,
White politicians are calling on the ANC
terepecd up egtablishing internal branches 1o
quell  “the . while ANC
bureaucracy in Lussks 15 doing a survey of
exiles 10 asseds the conte of omm The
ANC nativnal  conlerence inside Soulh
Alrive i unly acheduled for December 6,
anil decigioms on the workers” chiuler e
oily scheduled for September. The im-
mediite danger i3 thot the ANC leaders will
sllw e Klerk 1o exploit more “popular’
homelend  Jeaders —  fumre  Butholezis
lmmched with the ANC leadership’s blessing

whom he could substinnte for the ANC and
delay and compromise any democratie setile
Pretnna did with the DTA in

vinjenoe”

mient, as
Mamibia.

Poll Tax

The Tories’ nightmare, our
dream opportunity!

Sometimes our mos| chenshed dreams
tom into nightmares. I 18 delighting to
see (e Poll Tax dream, Thacher's
'Magship’, create the deepest crisis yet for
a movermment that, thronghout the last ten
years, always seemed vne siep ahead of
e opposiion.

Lves the most dedicaled Poll Tax com-
patgmers are pow hemused ol the sseming i
vompeteiice of the govemment’s introduction
af thig Tax Into England and Wales: We we
wotkang day and might to reap the benefits ol
the mazsive upawell of opposition sl bas
swept acman Lhe country, frvom Tory shiee to
inmer city horoupl,

Dafnnlsliee Tory councillors siole  the
diow  [rom Labour  councillors”  genembly
cringring, oppositien o the
Brighten's Tory ex-leader. resigned. S Mar-
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(TG Tax.

cus. Fox, vice-chair of the back-bepch 1922
Comumittee, talked of Tory MPs being *punch-
drupk” from the Poll Tax levelr set in their
comsitpencies. Tory MP, Anthony Mariow,
declared "we risk being confoptcd by a mas-
sive and urcliallengeable campaign of civil
discbedience’. Thatcher's leadership s now
bemg widely and senously discussed inside
iop Tory Party viecles, And so it poes on. If we
diiln’t have to keep an eve out [of our own
panks wnid Labonr movement leaders it would
all her o joy Lo beliold.

S0 what went wrong for the Tones? L
seerns they forpotl one of the mest basicpolin
vid miles for |n1'rrh.1u{|n5 a mew (ax; ‘start ®
with all genemsty”. They may have heen com-
cemed ot the publie spending Digures thal the
Chancellor anponipced o last year's Aufumn
simtement — with council spending ot arouid
£50 blllion, a quarer of all public spending-

They may have heen (ustrated that exira
money made availahle for the mtmoduction of
Perll Tax kv Scotland was used nod Lo bong
Poll Tax leviels down bol to keep sgrvice
levels Ligher than they wanted. The govern

ment were certamnly blamed for the high levels
of Pell Taz anyway. Whatever the reason, the
Tones am rying hoth o introduce the tax and
Loy sygueeze conneil spending at the same time.

While the govemment tiied to melieve the
pressure on individuals by giving slightly
more “generous’(7) ebarés than  ongioally
planned, o decided (o incrense pressure on the
counvids, blithely confident that high Poll
Taxes wrald be immediitely blamed on the
tocal, espevially Labour, eouncils,

The Stundand Spending Asscsament leveis
that were announced implied a 4% increase in
spending, enough in the govermment s mythol
opy to mamtan this year's spending plos. m-
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flation. With hindsight this was énormously
stupid. Wage costs for councils alooe in-
crepsed by twice thal amount Inflation 5 con-
siderably higher than 4%,

There arc other lactoms too, bul the tesult is
that the average Poll Tax iz £370, ar least £100
over the predicted level, and thar the political
cmnplexion of the council has made litie dif
lerence as 1o whether the larget figures for the
il Tax have been overshot. There are at least
50 Tory councils thal are above the tarpet

Penalties.

The penalty syrtem is constructed so that if
cownzils overshoot the govemment tarpers, the
whole cost of that ‘overspend’ will be bome
by the Poll Tax payer, A “geanng’ system en-
sures that for cvery | percent “overspend” the
Poll Tax would dse by 4%, This is why the
Full Tax levels arc on average 30 percent
higher thian the targets, while average spend-
ing ha# only gone up by 7 percent. It is knowm
as making the Poll Tax “sensitive” o spending
decistons, and was designed to make the
provision of local services as codly and un-
popular as passible.

It backfired, Tory as well as Labour coun-
clls — and most importantly the Poll Tax
piyers — are overwhelmingly bloming the
government for the high Poll Tax levels. An
wpinion poll in the Independent March 17
showed thar 48 percent of the population
blamed the povernment lor the Poll Tax
Tevels, while a further 36 percent blamed both
the governmeunt and the councils equally.

No way out

It 1= quite obvions that the Tories. do not
know how to get themselves out of this mess.
With inflatiems running high, and the Poll tax
about ta add a foll pereentage paint Lo i, with
morgage mies cmshingly high, the political
stmosphere tluonghout the country is becom-
ing neticzably more hostile to them. All the
predictions aze. that the Mid-Staffordshire by-
eloction will show s maks desemion of skilled
workers and  home-owners  from the TO!:;'
voting ranks, They are in big tronble!

If the Tories attempl Lo keep next year's
Poll Tax at this year's levels it would cost
them aroond £3 billion, with an addimonal £1
billien for each further £30 reduction. But this
means taking from the Chancellor's shrinking
financial surplus, and by 193] the Tores e
going o need a nice big fx cul to stand any
chance nf winning the next electon

Of course, even if they did make this
money availahle there is no guarantes councils
will use it to bring the Poll Tax down rather
than use it on services. That is unless the
Tories use théir powers (o cap the councils,

Capping i in the air at the present. I ia
wseful hecause all the govemment haz to dois
say to-a counctl Mo, you can’t spend that
much money! You most spend this mmch
less!'. Then it can sit back. It doesn’l have 1o
make the decision a5 to what services are cut,
et it migcht just be able 1o gain some credit for
‘profecting”  the  local  population  from
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prepostenons levels of Poll Tax. The same fn-
dependent wurvey showed that 50 percent of
those saked would suppoerl copping even if it
meant cuts in their services.

But the problem is how Lo devise & capping
system that hits the Labour councils while
leaving the Tory councils largely untonched. It
is difficult to scc how this can be done, given
that Tory are  among  the
‘overspenders’. and that anomalics exist such
as the fact that while Hanngey's Poll Tax at
£572 is presently the highest in the land, it is
actually £1 below the target! And of course,
capping would represent a major  political
retreal from the ‘principle” of the Poll Tax,
that the electorate should judge and if neces-
sary vote ot a ‘profligate’ council. These
problems. may prove insuperable to begin
with.

councils

Squeeze

The end goal of the Poll Tax 13 not simply
to mnpoverish and fnanciaily orush  the
popilation: this is only a means (p the end
The idea of the Poll Tax is to syueesze people
sn hurd that they squeeze the eouncils, and that
counwils squeeze the jobs and services.

The purpose of the Poll Tax is to destioy
the remnining elemeénts of collective provision
counciiz mainien: And along with other chan-
ges, sach as nnglencing housing (mances: so
as 1o raise rents, 1L mpresenis o huge escalation
of the Tory's dove for a world in which “there
is no such thing a= society, there are only in-
dividuals and their families’.

S0 what of the opposition to the Tax?
March has scen a bupe mushrooming of the
campaign sgainst the Tax, given focns by the
Poll Tax setting mectngs an England and
Walez, and the emerging facts abouot the levels
of pon-payment in Scotland. The lalter are
tmoely impressive and give the lie 1o those who
claimed that the mital levels wen: no momre
than could be expected under the old males sys-
tem.

Figures compled for Struthclyde Regional
Conncil show that summary warmnts have al-
ready been issned to 352745 poll lax defoul-
ters, and that a further 10428 are Lo be issued.
Even then, o further 48,583 people are af least
three months in arcars. These Ngures include
146,129 people in Glasgow who have been 15-
sued o summary warrant, an incredible 30.2
percent of the population! When the nunber
of people in serous amears is added, a total of
205,140 or 42.5 percent of Glasgow's popula-
tion iz reached!

Non-payment

It ix likely thal non-payment in England
antd Wales will mach smilar lewvels, Al not
higher. The nppeEiLi
thmughout the country has poticeably in-
creased the confidepce of people pasging the
innumerable anti-poll tax stalls and defiantly
declanng *Poll Tix! 'm not paying that!',

The guestion will be whether these people
are organised, and whether the Anti-Poll Tax
Unions can buld solid support among non-

tidal wave aof

wollection are wrong. There will be some

puyers. At present poblic meetings o estates
can aitrit hundmds of working class people,
all of whoneare angry and deflant about el
Tax. But uming this iite pemmanent orpasisa-
tiems, and expanding the agtive base of the
anli-poll lax movement 5 a much more dil-
Ficult job.
Trade unions

In [act, winle Anti-Poll Tex unions must
b buill whemver possible, socialists showld
not allow this vitil work 18 subsitute for the
fght to counit the existing orguisaions of
the working ¢lass 1o a real sogele agains te
Poll Tax. The Labour Parties and the wions
held the key to defeating the Poll Tax, even if
the Anti-Poll Tax wnions and campaigns are
makiig the mnning at present, There e o
nuniber of reasens why this is #o.

The final rasget of the Poll Tax s to cul
jubs and gervices, Unformunately Thatcher has
one major ally as levels of non paynvent build
up: That ally 1z the counclllors, both Tory tud
shamefully. Labour, Quite siniply, Thatcher is
relying on Laboor couiclllors not 1o fom a
wnited lronl with the anti-poll e campaigne
against the government, bul io pass the cost of
non-payment  on wiorkforce, and
through cuts in serviees, back onte the com.
nyuiry,

Alveady. Labour councils are cutting jobs
and services, Newham, for example, lias cut
5000 jobs. By the el of the year, when non-
collection mtes reach 20-30-4) pemcent, oopun-
cils are poing v be [oeed with enommous
deliciis Will they bilunce their books through
culs? Thatcler needs e to.

Front line

The lncal gonvemment trade unions arc cro-
cial here. Their hight may determine whether
councils gel away with this. At any mte they
will be on the [ronlline. i seems that the '
MNALGD. buresocracy has suddenly mealized
something hzs lo be done, having just decided
1y sperd E250,000 from the polibical Tamd Tor
a campaign agamsl e Poll Tax i the ron up
to the local clections. Bul il is acion thul is
needed, lirstly m defence ol jubs and condi-
tions, and sseondly in solidunty with the com-
mumity that faces the Poll Tax.

Those mmde the Metone! Federmtion wha
argue that fird you buld the non payment
campaign and then you hiave the basis for
going to the trade unlons and demanding non-

lp  the

workers who recerve their redundoncy nolices
from the cowincil before they get their Poll Tax
hill. And strke action against the Poll Tax hus
alteady taken plage. DHSS workers at the
Oval have gone on strike against being foreed
to giass up clabnants to the Poll Tax megisien
Teachers in Bradford luve pone on stiike. In
Lambeth, even the Poll Tax workers them=e}
ves have rhuck against the dmconian condi-
tion= & panicking management have imposed,
But the Poll Tax iz designed (o pot a
wedge between the trade unions and the jocal
commumly. For example, the Tores will be
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very quick to calenlate the Poll Tax cost of
any wage cliim made by local government
workers and attempl 1o whip up commuanity
oppustion o such claims, To combuat thiv the
trade unions need o give abeolute solidanny (o
the community asil feces the pressures of Poll
Tax
Community support

They need to be declaring real opposition
to forcible registration and Gning. Utimately
nug-collectiom of the Poll Tax must be posed.
Thiz i= a strong bagis for the trade unions (o go
¢ the community asking for soppeirt when
their johs and conditions are attacked. What
would be disastrous is if the local povernment
unionz-staried (o argue for higher poll taxes in
order to protect therr jobe

This mistake has-alzn been made by zome
lefis” in the Labour Party. Lambeth couneil’s
left” leadership argued for a prepostercus
level of poll tax on the prounds thal “srvices
had tn be defended’. The fact is that services
cannot be defended wathowl Gghting the poll
Lex, that poll iax represents a sayage ‘cut’ in
the living standards of local people.

The Lambeth stance would also place
Labour Parties well outside the radicalisation
that s rccerring on Lhe Poll Tax, and whick
should and could mevitalise o beleayuered left
inside the Party, by hghting for non-payment
and woen-collection,  together with  [ighting
cuts. ‘We ane at the heginming of o real mass
movement, possiblly the largest campaign of
civil digobedicnee mvolving the working class
this side of the Second World War. Il the
Labonr Paries ore lo stand it front of this
movement and arpue [or either cuts or high
poll taxes they will get shot shuift,

OF course thie Laboor Parry leadership has
other plans. They do oot woant the 'oll Tax to
fall through mass sction; and thewr aliermative
iz not credible

Thiz iz the (undemental reason for ther
hnstility to the modest proposals (o hold a na-
tinnal demonstration — lnst by ome vote on the
MEC, on the excuse that they conldn't afford
it! But they also said that the Poll Tax couldn’t
be changed until two years after 3 Laboor
povernment was elevted, and Peter Shore 1old
us on fclevisum that a Labour government
wiodild fine those whio did not pay.

My have concurred with the Tores. in
condemnation of the ‘violence® that has oo-
cured on some of the lobbies. Two things
ahonld be ziaid on this subject. First, the media
have deoliberately exaggerted the level of
tronible, and dowplayed the mle of the police,
in fake the heal off the Tones. Second, given
the ahject fmlure of leadesship by the Labour
Pary and TUC to lead a fight, it is hardly
surpnzing that some people et frustmted

The people who should be blamed are the
very people who ame shouting the condemna-
tiong londest, the Tones, whose Poll Tax it s,
the Labour and TUC leadership, and of course
the labmir councils: who have met belind
limes nf police, doors, and secunty guards. The
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‘dented shield" sirulegy now has new meaning
ag Labour goamclloms vote Tor poll faxes be-
hind riod squad fomalions!

Inside. the Anti-'wll Tux campaign there
ure. some healthy stpns that the vanous our-
renls are beginnmg to work together. In par-
licular, inside the Mational Federation, and
certwnly oo a London-level, supporters af
Militant hove @l fast begun 1o scck a8 unificd
miwemenl laking m the veanoos different
strands thot have so for been wiorking amond
the demandy 'Don’t Pay, Dom 't Callect”

Roth a patienal trade union conderence
and o compaign inside the Pary is rapidly re
guired The lefl inside the Parly is still half-as
leepr on this yuestion, On another level, some
vouncillors bave taken a principled stand on

Poll Tax. They have genemlly been small
minonhes, bt
together

The anti-Poll Tax

we need to bong  them

movement  shows o
migne of relreating, and il is difficoll lo see 8
way oul for the Tores, Suddenly people are
heginning Lo think that they can win this one!
That represents a huge step forward for all of
us whio have been fighting the Tories for len
years and known very little except defeats.
Socialists must ensure that millons of
working clase people who are squecred dry by
the Poll Tax ind a labour movement willing
and mohilized to Rghl for them. The Tories
are in disarmay. We should add to their
problems. Their nightmare will be our victory.

John Tuite
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The men who freed George
Blake face trial:

The case for the

defence

Patrick Pottle and Michael
Randle, together with Shaun
Bourke (now dead) helped
George Blake, the MIG/KGB
double sgent, to escape from
Wormwood Scrubs in October
1966,

Blake was serving a 42 year prison
senfence, at that time (1961) the
longest sentence ever handed down
by a British Court, having pleaded
puilty to 14 charges brought against
him under the Official Secrets Act.

Potile and Randle are long-stand-
ing peace campaigners, involved in
the direct action initiatives of the
‘Committee of 100". In the early
19605 they were serving sentences for
charpes brooght against them wnder
the Official Secrels Acl as a result of
carrying oul acis of civil dis-
ohedience al varicos military instal-
lations in Britain.

They met Blake in Wormwood
Scrubs and wpoen their release
worked with Bourke to help George
Blake to escape from prison. Randle
drove Blake out of Britain hiddden in
a secret compariment in a camper
van, From East Germany, Blake es-
caped 1o Russia where he still lives
and works.

For many years it has been an
open secrel that Randle and Poitle
had helped Blake escape. Lacking
any hard evidence, however, the
police could not bring a prosecution.

ARer many years of the ‘open
secret’, in 1988 Pottle and Randie
were explicitly named in the Sunday
Timey as the people whe had helped
Blake escape. In November 1988, in
an interview in the Ohserver, Lhey
openly admitted their participation,

Ax it became known that they in-
tended o publish the full story of
events in their book The Blake Escape

“E=FY

— How we freed George Blake and why,
a campaign was siarted by Norris
McWhirter's Freedom Association
and Graham Riddick, Conservative
MP for Colne Valley, lo have Potile
and Randle arrested. The police still
refused lo act, and a Scotland Yard
source was quofed in December 1988
in the Daily Telegraph as saying, ‘The
case has been thoroughly inves-
tigated and there was found to be in-
sufficient evidence to merit furiher
action. Unless further evidence is
forthcoming, thal remains the case’.
Evidenily, the police were reluciant
io gel involved in what was increas-
ingly seen as a politically motivated
campaign to have Pottle and Randle
arresied and charged.

However,the DPP  intervened,
seemingly in response to 111 Conser-
valive MPs signing a Parliamentary
motion demanding their prosecution.

On April 27 1989, Pollle and
Randle puoblished their book. On
May 4 1989 they were arrested. They
were charged in July 1989 with an
offence under the Prison Acl 1952,
which carries a five year sentence,
and wilth two offences under the
Criminal law Act which both carry
twi year senfemces as well as un-
limited fines.

The irial is set for Tuesday April
24 1990 at the Old Bailey and is ex-
pected to last iwo weeks.
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Socialist Outlook
interviewed
Patrick Pottle
about the
impending trial.

503t Many people on the lefl will have per-
haps assumed that you and Michael were
sympathetic to stalinism given that you
helped Blake, a member of the Sovid Com-
munist Party, escape. Is that true 7

PP Mo, that couldn’t be (urther fmom the
tuth, Michael comes from whal would he cop
gidered the old raditional Quaker, non-vinlent
backgroand. He was one of the Tounding mem
bers of the Direct Action Commiltes Apainst
Muclear War, urgemised the very first Alde-
marston March  snd was imprisoned many
times in the 1950 for breaking into Amencan
and Botish military bases

I mysclf come fom 2 much mme radical
background, The history of my family i5s one of
political activism. My father was 8 member of
the early British Communist Party. My grost-
greatl prandfather wax one of the leaders of the
Chartist incidentally, was
responsible for having Karl Mars thrown oat of
the Enplish Labour Pasty. His son inherited
some lands near Brighton and believed srongly
that individoals should not have the right 1o
own private beaches — of course then many
beaches were privately owned — and he refused
1o pay taxes on his land wnd was imprisoned for
this.

At s msull of the awiol pnron conditions he

movemenl, and

encouniered, he sarted a reform movement o
ungrove prison life. In focl, up to the 1930k,
beds in prizons were called Pottle heds, named
after luim, as a resull of the neforms that he in

stigated, So you can see that there i5 a long his-
tory of involvement in the radical movemeni.

orge Biake
SOCIALIST OUTLCOK na 23, April 1930



Certainly, in nn  way
wioild  either  Michasl or
myself consider “ourselves

sympathetic to the kind of
communism  thal has  been
practized in the Soviet Umion
of eleewhere, We have always
opposed the nuclear policies
of oor own country and we
have always, qust as strongly,
opposed the nuclear policies
of the Soviet Unaon;

One of the prnciples we
gxtablished way back n the
19 0 the Commmities of
LMY was that we had no ob
jection to. Communists being
involved so long as they op-
poked the “workers’ bonh’ as
much as the ‘capitahsts’
bomb’, We have a long
record of opposing the human
nights abuses in the Sowviet
Unjom, and in many ways 1
don't think that even the nglt
wing press consider us to be
in sny way sympatheiic o the
Soviet Union, or KGE agenta.
1 think that .even they accept that we arc
genuinely opposed o all of them

Indeed, its ironic that this pro-Moscow
labee] hias smock with us, [ can remember when
we prganised a demonstration in Red Sqpare
i Moscow, The editorials in Pravda echoed
the kind of things that the British press said
about vs, Only this bme, of course, we wers
the muning dogs and hck spittles of the
Amenican imperialists, so T don't think tho
you can really moke os oot 1o be either pre-
Soviel or pro- Western, Tor thal matter

I ze¢ no difference hetween 8 spy nperating
for Britain and a spy operating for Russia. To
me they're just as evil as one another. They
helong 1o groups which are sell sppoinied
govemmenia within governmignts. Their very
existence depends upon keeping the Cold War
i,

S0 when 1t came to George Rlake, we
didn’t say. ‘'Oh, lnok, there’s & Russian agent
who we muat help”. We thought of him 6s a
lmman being who was as much a victim of the
very thing he was involved in. His mle, asa
dnuble agent, wis o entrp foreign nationals
into hetraying therr own country, That " whis
he was employed by the British secnet service
to do, I qust struck o8 as being so hypoonticasl
that when he did exactly the sanie thing oul of
pofitical conviction, they gave luim fory-twn
years
Sk What was it aboul Blake and the sitoa-
tlon he wax in thal made you sympathelic
to him ?

I'F: Blake was ned o typical agent. You
have o go hack o thal ome 1o really npder
stand what happened o Blake, hack to the at
mucsprhere althe height ol the Cold Was

Michael andd | had just been imprisoned for
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Hysteria of the cold war press af the Blake casa, June 1957

whal we regarded as political offences and we
cepmnly regarded Blake as a political prisoner
to. It really was & got reaction we had 1o his
grodesque senience,

We were not aware of these things al the
time, but we later fonnd out that sther people
wha had done exactly the same thing as him
were given or st feast offered mmunity from
prosecution. Philby didn't take the offer, but
Blunt did, and they were then allowed Lo carry
oo with their nomal lives as il nothing had
happened,

But you see, you have o pemember that
Blake wasn’t English, he was a namralisd
foreigner, he didn’t come from some semi-
anstocrane English family. He wasn't part of
that 1930s, privileped, Cambndge clite and he
was -hal[ Jewish, which I'm sure didn't help
him. He was an obvious person to plek on o
rel an example. There wouldn't be an oulery
i high places, there wasn't golng o be
anyone saying, "Oh, poor old George' like
there was for Philby
and  Blunt  Blake
didn’1 have mends in
high plaves. He was
a fomeignzs and was
treated as such
50: It was some-
thing of an open
seeret that yon and
Michael had helped
Blake cionpe. So
why did you
publlsh your book,
which to date, Is
still the only real
evidence ngalnst

2 Torchlight police “hunt

| Blae Toses appeal

PP: We had kept quict for
22 years. When Sean Bourke
published his book in 1970, of
course there was some inferest
in the Blake case sgain, but
Michael and mysell just kept a
low profile. We sometimes
would mect and talk aboot

@ maybe going to meel Blake in
Miners Moscow, but to all mtents and
in‘gravt  purposes, it didn't interfers
' danger’  with our lives,

Then, in 1987 when a book
was published which all but
named os, and then the Sunday
Times pctually named us, we
issued o stalement which didn't
either deny or conlirm our in-
volvernent. But then the press
began lo speculate as to ow
motives, about other, totally in-
nocent, people being nvovled.
They speculated aboat ug beimng
EGH agents. Then there were
stories that we were eally MIG
agents

It even gol to the point
where we were the dupes in the
middle of a jolnt KGB/MIGS plot. There were
even stones that the whole thing had been o1
ganised by the Labour Party — Tom Driberg
and a aumber of others. S0 we felt tha the
only honoumble thing 1o do was to write a
hook cxplaining bhow and why we belped
Hlake cscape, We hoped thal thiz would kil
off the speculation going around es to our mo-
tives, like the idea that all our acions hnd
proved that peace activists were spics using
funds from Moscow.

O course, we knew that in takug the
decimion to publish our version of the story,
we ran the msk of very likely going to prison,
If you feel that you have done things in the
pust thil you value, and you now find them
being devalued by people trying to faint you,
the only way out is to publish your side of
things. It wasn't an easy decision, as we hod a
good idea of what the end resuhl wouold be. We
thpught about it for several months before
deciding to puhlish

WAR
INTERM _ge

you ? Hhhﬂiﬁnﬂdﬁ&ﬂprﬁ;ﬂuﬂﬁfunuuppmlnghﬂmﬂmm&
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S03: (3n what basis are
you going to defend
yourselves in court and
why do you want to con-
duct your own defence 7
PP: We were given
legal aid and o we have
two QCs, They have gaid
there are two
defence. We can

lines of
cither
maintain what we said o
the book 1 untrue and on
those grounds we will get
off. Or we can plead guil-
ty and give all the reasons
for doing it in mitigation.
Mow Michas! and | want
to take @ thind course and
openly say to the jury that
we did do these things we
care accused of, bot that we
think they were nght
things to do,

Lawyers can't repre-
rent you o those kind of
cases, Once you  accept
that you broke the law. to
argue that you were gt
o do s goes against the
whole process of law, In
the end we have to defend ourselves, The
lawyers will come in wsefol when the tdal
rlaris. There will be a number of legal argu-
menis, the main ones of which will be puot by
us. We shall argue that the police and MI15 and
MIO were copainly aware of our exislence oy
early s 1966, They made a consciouy
decision not tn prosecule us in 1970 becawse it
wotld have exposed the absulute cock up that
they had made in thetr investigations in 1966,

| think you have to go back 1o lhe perind
You had Burgess and MeClean, Phithy, Vas-
¢al. the Poriland spy ring... To admit in 1970
that two people that had been In prison with
Blake, had sent him Christrras cards, actuadly
broke him oot of prison — well it would have
made the security services ook complete
fools in the eyes of the Amencans. So | think

think teally pets up their noses is thal we've

| written a hook about i,

those. were the considerations when they |

decided in 1970 nod 1o prosecute us,
5(): What makes 1970 such an imporiant
turning point?

1" Sean Bourke, the main person who
bruke Blake out, wrote a book in 1970 called
The Springing of George Blake nsing preudo-
nyms for Mechasl and myself, He described
everything about us. A boy scout could lave
worked who we werne,

50: What do you think the sutcome of the
court case 15 going to be?

PP: Sometimes [dream about it | get this
idea that we can tell the jury what wie did and
they U say ‘Oh-yeah, we agree with that — thai
was great’, But being realintic, every altempt
we make to tell people what we did and why
we did i1, the judee iz going 1o 21l us Lo shot
up. | think we will be found gwiry. What |
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S0; What has emerged from your book
and has pow come to the forefront in this
case is vour links with dissident move-
ments in Fastern Europe. What are your
links with these movements, and how do
you see the lronlex connected to that?

PP: When | worked with Bertmand Russell,
he wsed 1o send off letters to Khneschev ap-
pealing on behall of ;omebody who had been
sentenced to hard Inbour. He would get these
fetters back from Khmschey saying 1 can’l
wirrk pul why vou’ve token op the case of this
man. He's a sexual pervert.", or 3 speculator.
They were never anything else. Always per
verts and speculators. But because they held
Bussell In such high regard we must have
been successlul in gelling 20 or 3 people
releaseld

At the time of the invasion of Crechos-
Michacl
demnnatrations here but glso in Prague, Mos-
ciw and theoughnat the world. ' We then he-
conte invildved 10 smuggling pamphlets into
castemn Burope, Many of people whe e now
in power by CZechoslovakia, like Havel, werne
members of the aroups we were samuggling 1o
S(}t These are people are like character
references. They're now in power and you
are polentially going to be pul in prisen.

PP P opot complainug about that
knew what we wers doing
503: Do vou think with the change of politi-
cal culture in the Fast that spying will end?

PPz | would hope it woold. But §i's =00n0-
gramed in-society, | ocan’l think of many

loswakea, and | were involved in

W

Wormwoaod Se: | can't ses n-nr would prefer o ses Blaks rotting In ‘

people in Enplish public life who weren't MIS
or MI& agents during the war. Look al all the
television people and wiiters — Lhey all seem
tor have been at it.

50: The way these people operate is totally
spdemocratic. Do you see vourselves as
taking a stand on this issne?

PP: Ope of the main things we sud in our
book &2 that these are totally unelecled or-
ganisations. There not answerabls (o wyone.
vour ean't challenge them, You can’t print any
thing about them. You can’t yuole them on
anything.

There's one thing we say in our book -
people might think it a Litle oaive — bat i
only one government would actually stand up
wrvd say “We're petting nd of our secunty
services’, then | think you could actually star
ty get nd of iL In time there must be 5 cam-
paign 1o get rid ol the whole thing.

S0): Do vou have any regrets?

PP: Absolutely none. On s personal level [
regrel ull the hassle of the lag couple of years:
I'm nod looking forward to the idea of poing
1o prison: But the wea of breaking Blake oul
waz ahsolutely rght. I've seen him recently;
he has Lived a happy Lite for the lust 23 years -
T zan't see that there would be any one who
would prefer to see him rofting o gaol rather
than living in Moscow.

Photos from The Blake Escape by
Pat Pottle and Michael Randle,
Harrap, £12.95
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Stalinism’s terminal crisis

Why communism is
far from finished

The speerre ol capitalism hangs
iwer Lastern Europe, but the spint
ol class struggle is also being
menewed s a new workem” move-
ment his sprung to Tl
Communism’™ s
dead, nor only in the exultan) nght
wing press, hul also by the new forces
catupulted mrs power after the enl-
lapse and by
delestist elements om e 2R mclud
ing journals Hke Marvism Today
{whith, lke the lalin and aany
nther fopper  ‘Communist”  guties
must now serely have to clhanpe s

promounced

of stalimisl regunes,

name!}

W e lectumed on bl sedeson the
view that reform has pow tnunsphed
mver revolation: the ‘madkel” over the
plan; the mdividoal over the collee-
tve: yebin Brtain all the indicators
huge  popaliar
against Thatchior and the free markel
capitalimm he epitonuses.

shivw o revulsion

Rankmupt East Fumpean regumes
are urged 1o ‘reform’ Lhemse | ves

along copitalist lines, even wlule the

By Huarry Sloan

dire exunple of Poland flares them in
with its pmogramme. o
privatisation and cap in-hand appeals
industrialists  nunning
alongside growing povelTy. sTavation
and unemployment for the working
chiss

Agropant capitalists sponser new,
immediately cormpt. nght wing par-
tigs and cyideally becken former wp-
pomboniats we Exst Enrope down 3
rinail could their
countries o depeadent sweatshops
with the exploitéd stamus of under-
dievelaped Asiu, Adrican and 1.atin
Against
ihe pressore for epplialist restaration

the  lace,

o wesiem

which rransfiom

American capilabst  stares

there appeiss liftle or no coherenl
mask sewialist resistance,

Sa are the bowgeois ddeologists
right? Is communisin dead?

In the narrew, superficial sense in
which the muss media use the term —
gz a shorthmd expression for the
byreaucratised, stallnist regmes of
Eastern Eurppe — then, if nol yuite
dead, 'communlsm’ is certainly o irs

SOCIALIST OUTLOOK np 23, April 1990

last legs. N osurvives only duough
huresucratic inedia in Cuba, MNonh
Korea and South East Asia, as well as
tiny Albania: it required fast year's
Betjing massacre to keep contml in
China.
Police regimes

For miarxisls, however,
"COMIMUNISE Was rever synonymous
with the cormupt, grey, bumatcratic
police reginyes established by stooge
*Communist Parfies’ under Stalin’s
armied nught afrer the defeal ol Ger
g inperialism in World W Two.
Ty historically
propressive foondation — pationalised
and not private ownership of produc-
tioq, after the eradication of the rem-
nanis of the old caplindisis and land-
owners, and working 0 8 fom of
eentralised  planning  mther  than
linked 1o & capitalist ‘market” — these
TEgimes  wele mare  than
grotesque deformed  parodies of 2
workers state. Though the proletanat
was nottonally the ruling class, and
there wns o complets break from im-

based on @

never

e o

“For marxists,
‘communism’

was never
Synonymous
with the
corrupt, grey,
bureaucratic
police regimes
established
under Stalin’s
armed might
after World
War Two™”
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When
would-be
marxists
lament the
exodus of East
Germans to
West Germany
since the Wall
was opened,
they should
also say
whether they
want to see
the Wall
rebuilt, or a
revived
Honecker-style
regime
resume its
repression of
the working
class”

Page 14

penalist economic and mititary allian-
ces, the working clazss was pever al-
lowed toorganise fteelf. and aever
held more than a tokensstic prefence
of politicw] power,

To equale  the palitical =nd
economic collapre of these megimes
with the defeal of communism ik as
banal ds branding the collapse and
defeal of the fast Lubour govermment
in Britain as the definitive defeat of
‘socialism’, Tt may make handy head-
lines; but it does little to enlighten the
reader on what i actoally
happening.

Some socinlists, however, [Zg
would disagree, They belicve EEE#
that the wodding class itsell
has alrendy suffered a gualita- e
tive defeat as a result of the
crumbling of stalinist mle,
which  they  one-sidedly
charactense as a viclory for
unperialism.  Such  notions
prevail in sections of ihe
British left which, since the
doys of the Cold War forced
the Tahour movemnent to ‘take
sides” between the USA and
LISSR, hove leancd (iowands
the stalimist polifeal view of
the word, We saw evidence
of thiz m 1980-81, in the
equivocal or openly hoslile
line taken by many on the
Lahour left, includmg lelt |
MPz, wod by leaders lke
Scungll in the  wwons,
towards the struggles of the
Polish  workers  apainst  the
bureancracy, under the bhanner of
Solidamosc.

The problem with this pessrmistic,
simplishic today'n  East
Buropean events is that it effectively
whles off any independent role for
the working clags, and today [ies in
the face of most East Eumopean
wutkers' agpirations, It assumes that
these wotkers will simply do as they
are lold by the wesiem bourgesisie,
acting as tnwilling dupes, aging on
the dave o cupatalis restoralion.

Such socialisty, who draw no en-
couragement frmm the ousting of the

view of

old repressive egimes wre fomed (o
ignore of play down Lhe decizive tole
of muss working class  action 0
remuoving their hated stalinist rolers —
mast sipnificantly - East Germany
gnd Czechoalovakia. They wind up
mmplicitly  suggesting  that
slaliust regimes — o indeed the con-
servalive Ligachey wang ol the Soviet
bomeaucracy — which have maintained
the beaviest repression of the wodking
cluss, and mgde least changes in the
direction of 'plasno#t’, am romehow

those

2

Lt 1LZRNS W
Demanding democracy In Moscow

closer o 'socialism” than these who
have fought Tor workers” self-or
ganization, and those leaderships
which have allempied to acoomodate
the demands of the mass movement.
This kind of political adsptation (v
stalinizgm must Ingically lead on 1o
questioning the past struggles of the
working class in Eastem Enrope. In
Poland, the Solidamosc government
s today lepding the hureaucracy’s
disastrons austerity drve ageinst the
working class: does this mean il Wasg

wrong to suppert the millions of
Polish workers who ten years ago
defied repression and frughl under
the Solidamose hanner Lo thrmow off
the yoke of burcancratic ule? Should
we non our heads againsl some ol
today’s workers' struggles because
their leaders, too, may fater miove to
the nght?

Obviously all marsasts would wish
that the mass movements In Eastemn
Europe wers headed by mevolutionary
soctaliate: but il diees not follow that
because they are pol, we showld fall
into the tmap of implicitly predifying
the old stalinist regimes.  When
wollld-be marsists lament the exodus
of East Gemmans to Wesl Germany
since the Wall was opened, or com-
plain at the page at which the GDR -
stripped of its police-state ngdity —i»
collapsing politicatly into the amms of
Helmut Kohl, they should alsn say
wliether they want to see the Wall
rebilt, or-a evived Honecker-style
regime resime i3 epression of the
working Perhaps  some
socializts are sn dissppoinied of the
ideologically imperfect working class
crealed by four decades of staluust

class,

- —

rule thil they would prefer o &x-
change il fora mew pooletonar?

With nov conflidence in the work-
ing class, these left Jeremiahs join
hands with the most optimistic ele
ments of the bourgenisie, cxaggemt-
ing the extent to which a harrage of
cepitalist propaganda, avcess o gliy
West Berdin shops and s wild Qing of
consumes  spending (until their
savings mn out) can overnds the
material circomstances of the work-
ing class and make them eager advo
cates  of  their own cox-
) plodtation.

! Few socialisis would
defepd the stalinist wview
that to defend “socialism’

) the magses must be denicd

democracy  and  forcibly

contained In a “workers'
{100 panadise’, A sovialism im-
i | posed on the masses is not
sociallsm at all. Vet still
some on the left are Jed
wmexerebly fowanls @
crude  “campast”
seeing the world divided
into just two counterpaesed
‘blocs” — impedalism o
the one hand and anti-m-
petalisis {including the
stilinisi regimes) on the
other

From this: stamlpomt,

view,

stalinist bureaperacy — for
whatever reason — is mwen
as ‘& weakening nof the
anti-impenalist  struggle. This ap-
proach net only excludes any inde-
pendent mile for the working class
the west ur (especially) the east, but
alsy ignnmes the squahd hstory of
stalinist prlitical sabotage of anfi-im-
perialist and ant capiralist sbuggles
from the 19306 to the pressnt duy.

The logic of such an approach s
te rejoct the Trotskyist position of
fighting for a working class-led polin-
cal revelution that woald overthrow
the buresucracies and replave 1hem
with orguns of proletanan power —
sinct  there have never heen oir-
vumslances in which this could occur
without o prlound palitical upheaval
which could be seep 25 5 weskening
of the *anti-imperialist” camp, and of-
fering al least a tempormary advaniage
to pro-impenialist amd restorstionist
elements.

Yet for marusts the key izme js
the hibemtion of the working class,
and the extent tn which strupgles
mobilise the wodkers, enabling [hem
i leam politically in mass action.
Such s dynamic threatens not only
stalinist rule, but also the nile of
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capitalism: the indecent haste of the
West Gemmun bouigeoisie 1o speed
throngh  unification i3 motivated af
least in past by the anxicty to head off
any lurther mdicalization and the pos-
sibility of a pew, mass, democmilic
socialist  curmeat
Germun workers.
Rolling backwards?

[l we cast azide the hype, and ig-
nore  the TERPUNEES,
huowiver, there 15 still a problem (o be
answered. I is clear that even though
an immediate, [ull-scale restoration of
capitaliam is not feasible thronghou
Eastem Europe, the capitalists are
setting their sights on drving much
deeper private  juroads it the
nationalised econmnies. They want 1o
exploit a vast poal of well edocated
yet cheap labour, and 1o maximise the
market for consumer goods. In a moes
global sense, the tmperalist hour-
gemisie is also hoping 1o demetish the
Warssw Fact, leaving NATO powers
ascendant in Burope.

Az ‘Communist” parties change
numes, difch lexders, drop program-
mies, lose members by the thousand
prd face virtwal extinction ot the
polts, and as yesterday’'s monolithic
‘workem” states’ wrge in the multina
tionals, it cerlninly does appear that
the wheel of history is rolling back-
wards, o these developiments sup-
gest thal comnunism iself, ns a politi-
cal ohjectve, o hustoric goal of the
workers' movement, is now really
finished, with s partially completed
elements ongavel!
Should all marcists ape Maraism
Today, abandon any sascibis prefen-
slpns, and mise 2 new [lag as a refor
mist current within vapitalisn?

Mo, The wery fact thal some
socialléts have such a rosy view of the
‘popularity’  of capitalism reflects
their remoteness. fiom the problems
(and political views) of larpe sections
of the working class. With a thind of
the PBritsh popunlation existing al or
below the poverty line, an ever-
widening gap between mdch and poor,
and rampant problems of honeless
ness, the idea that the capitalist sys-
bern i mors scceptable oow than it
was 100 years ago 1s a middle class
delusion, Thiz is even more the case
if we consider the plight of workers
and peasants super-saploited by mul-
tinational eompomions and domestic
capitalists in ihe ‘seecialled  thid

cmerging among

knee-jerk

heginming 1o

wirhd’

Communism as a histone objec
five — the stugple o pof an cnd 1o
hunger and nitedal want, inexploita-
tions, Ly the threat of war, and o na-
tional, meial and =exmal oppression,

has not been suiperceded
uny mom than the class
simpggle has come (o8 hale
Mamism — propedy undes-
Aol mx the science of
clezs rtruggle — and revolu-
tiwnary  polilics, remain
vialid so long as revolution
remains the only solution

ever to have succeeded in

breaking  the grmp of
capitalizm and -
wri.\tisrm.

Expanding the
productive forces

Muthing in the rmecent
East Bumpean events has
yuestiomed the basic mars-
il proposition that “The
history ol all hitherto exist
ing snciely is the history of
strugirtes”,
Capitalism  developed a3
the most simplified expres-
sion of these class strug-
gles, in which the property-
less  proletanal, owning
nothing other  than  its
labour power, linds isell
exploited by the bour
geodsie, In whose hands are
the privately-owned means
ol production,

Marx and Engels ar
gued that such & system

claz=

contained hugs contradic-
tims — mmong which is a
dymamic which forces the capitalists
to continuously develop the produc
tive forees in pufimit of competitive
advantage wul super profits; The
Commums! Manifesto might - almest
be wrillen aboul Thatchedsm when i
declares that;

“Constant  revolufionising  of
production, wdatermpted disturbance
ol all swinl conditicns, cverlasting
pncertainly and agitation distinguish
the hourgenis epoch from all carlier
oncs. All fixed, Most-froeen relations,
with  their
veperable prejndices and npinions are
swepl away, all rew-formmed ones be-
come wtiguated before they can ns-
L -

“The need of a constantly expand
ing market Tor ity products chases thie
bourgemsie over the whole surface of
the globe. I must nestle evarywhens,

train of  ancient and

seftle everywher. The bourgeoisie
has through its explodation of the
worll market given a cosmopolin
churpcter lo production and consamp
tion i every copntry. To the great
clingin of reactiomists, i has drmwm
from under the feet of mdustry the na-
tionad gronnd on which it stond. All
old-established

natinnal  indastnes
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hove heen destroyed or are daily
being destroyed. They are dislodged
by new industries, whose mtrodoc-
tion hecomes a life and death guoes-
tion for all civilised nations .7

(Commynist Manifesto)

Az the productive forces advance
anid expand, their pmenital to create
commnditica comes inin confTict with
the guest for profit — the limilations
af the market, reatmotions of the ne-
tion-state and amall enterprise. Lenin
went beyond Mamx o develop an
analysis of the drve 1o monopoly, to
multi-national  finance, and  the
dominance ol the banks and finance
houses: he defined the period since
the tum of the century as the histon
cal cpach of impertaliso. This would
be a penod of war and revolutions,
in which impenalisl powers contested
between themeelves for markets and
supplies of cheap raw materials and

labour power. In the imperialist
epoch,  the  ‘highest  stage  of
capitalism’, capitalist  relalions  of]

production bepin o acl as a felfer
rather than a stimulus Lo the means of
production.

Since then we liave seen this prog-
nosis subjected to the test of history —

and pass, Imperialism has generated

With a third of
the Brilish
population

below the
poverty line,
a-widening gap
between rich
and poor, and
rampant
problems of
homelessness,
the idea that
the capitalist
system Is more
acceptable now
is a middle
class delusion”
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“The lowest
stage of
Communism’,
to employ the
term of Marx,
begins at that
level to which
the most
advanced
capitalism
has drawn
near. . ... 5o
long as even a
modest ‘Ford’
remains the
privilege of a
minority,
there survive
all the
relations and
customs
proper to a
bourgeois
society.”
(Revolution
Betrayed
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wars s-plenty: and yet evolution in
the USSR aid subsequently in China
have shown the huge economic ad-
vances thal can be rggered even in
backward economies once the con-
straints of cupilalism are removed
The social wvernums of the old,
bankrupt bhourgenisics of Baslern
Enrope also paved the way for the
working class to make social gains in
terma of jobs, housing, education and
wellnre provisions that wonld never
have been conceded under capitalism.

However the contradiclory aspect
of this development has besn the
emergence in the USSR of a pamsitic
hureancracy (replicated In subsequent
stalinist regimes): this mepresents the
antithesis of a dynamic development
of the pmoductive forces. With the
waorking class politically gagged and
excluded from control or moadage-
ment of industry, and power in the
hands of a conservative, cormpt

buresecracy, conditions  were
created for stagnation.
This, combined with the

cconomic isolation of the Soviet
and later stalinist burcascracies
from the technological develop-
ments in the west, made it in-
evitable that the initially primitive
economics would fall ever further
behind, especially in the ares of
most rapid technological change -
the production of consumer
goods.

In analysing the bureancratisa-
ton of the USSR, Leon Trotsky
in 1935 wrole his  incisive
analysis  Revolution Betraved,
which today repays [resh alten-
tion as an explanation of develop-
ments in Eastern Eumpe. Reject-
ing any idealist aitempt 1o hlame
the growth of buresucracy simply on
had ideas or bad individuals, he
pointed first and foremost o the
material base, the USSR's economic
hackwardness mnd isolation, and the
weakness of the Communist cailre as
a result of the prolonged wars of in-
tervention and civil war. From this he
spelled put the inevitability of a resur-
gence not only of buresscracy, but of
bowrgenis forms, noms and idealogy:

“T'wo years before the Communist
Menifesto, young Mamx wrote: A
development of the prodective forces
in the sheolutely necessary practical
premize [of  Communism] becuuse
withom #t want is generalised, ond
with want the struggle for necessities
begins ngnin, and thal means that afl
the old crap most revive. This
thought Mamx  never  directly
developed, and for no aocidental
reason; he never foresaw a proletarian

revolotion i a8 hackward country.
Lenin alan never dwelt upon i, and
He did
nol foresee 50 prolonged an isolation
of the Soviet state. Mevertheleus the
cilation

thi= o was nol acoidental

oo provides on mdispensble
theoretical key 1o the wholly concrele
difficulties and sicknesses of the
Soviet repime. On the hidorc hasis
of destitution, aggravated hy the
destructions of the mmperialist and
civil wars, the *mruggle for individnal
existence’ not only did not disappear
the day after the overthrow of the
bourgenizie, and nof only did not
shale in the succeeding years, bat, on
the contrary, assumed at times an un-
heard-of ferocity. ...

{Reveluiton Betrayed, New Park
Edition, pp 56-38)

Trotsky was finn in stressing the
huge economic adviuwes that had
been made zince the revolution, bat

W

fought bittedy against the efforts of
the stalinists to characterise the 1930s
USSR as “socialist":

“Is it not monstrons? — we wrote
in March 1932, *The country cannot
get out of a famine of goods, There is
a stoppage of supplies al every step.
Children lack milk. But the official
oracles announce "The country has
entered into the perind of =ocialism!”™
Would il be possible more viciously
to compromige  the
socialism?"™

Echoing Lenin, Trotsky went (ur
ther, and {in words which also have 2
contemiporary  relevance (o discus
sioms on Nicamgoa) branded  the
bureaucratised Soviet state of the day
ag a “bourgesis state’ though withoot
a bourpeoisie!

"Marx wrote in 1875: "Bourgeoms
law. ... 14 inevitahle 1n the first phase
nf the communist society, in that form
i which it issues after long labowr

pame  of

pains {rom copitalist society, Law can
never be higher than the economie
struciure and the cultural develop-
ment of sociely condiftoned fry thar
sfructiere,

“In explatning these mmarkahle
lines, Lenin adds: "Bowrgeos law m
relation o the distribution of the ob-
jects of consamption assumes  of
course, inevitably o bowrgeois state,
for law iz nothing withoul an ap-
paratus capable of compelling ohser-
vance of e norms. [ follows (we ane
rtill quating Lenin) that vnder Con-
mmmem ool only will bourgeois lw
survive [or a cedam fime, bot alzo
even o bourgems alale withoot the
bourgeoimel” .

“Insofar o= the siale which as-
sumes the fask of socialist mansfore
mation i compelled to delend me-
quality - that is, the matenal
privileges of & minority — by methods
of compulsion, insefar does it
alzo remain i “bourgeois’ state,
even though without a bour-
peoisie, Thess wonls contain
neither praise nor blame; they
merely name things with their
real names.”

Along with the bowgeods
rtate, the stmggle for neces
sipes and  the  lneguadities,
rtalinism mwmed back of al-
most every lssue — espeddally
the oppression of
youth, and sational minanbes

to bourgems ideology: sl
thig is truced  through by
Trotsky in detail.

A false start in

Eastern Europe

As the oulcome of o transi-
fronad  stage  of  =ocinhs
development, in which the sapply of
useful goods must be not only sulli-
cient 1o ehminate the daily sruggle
for necessities, but must alsn putstrip
the cconomic levals possible under
capitalisni, conunumniym was always
umpossible in any single country — Tet
alone  an isolated,
bureaucratised economy:

Al of the prohlems which Trotsky
analysed in  the development  of
buresuwerecy in the USSR applicd
with equal force (o the post-war
regimes of Eastem Europe, bul with
an additional handicap: the Bol-
shewviks fiad @t least begun thewr cifort
At socialist with a
genmnely revolutionary pany al the
hdad ol
which galvamsed mass mobilization
against the class enemy. In Eastern
Eurnpe these elements wer almost
entirely lacking: the
Puanies’

WOmeen,

hackward,

construciion

o proletanan  revolotion

"Communist

Wi e hopelessly
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hurmaucratised aund pobitically
degenerate from the very outset, and
Stalin’s Red Army had repressed the
spontanzous upsurges of the working
clasz after the Mall of Hitder.

The new repimes that were im-
posed on the Cbuffer’ states were
ruthlessly purged of any elements
thul might display polifical inde-
pendence. In the nationalised but
chaotivally disorganised cconomies;
Stalin hud plondered most indostnal
plant of any value as ‘repamations’.
From this grim material stating point
there was never any prospect of an
advance beyond the limiled progress
achieved by the USSR

As in the Soviel Union, the failurs
to end the struggle for necessities led
to'a evival of the "old crap”. Queues,
shortages  and  stunted  economic
development lagging way behind the
pdvanced  capitehst counines  mn
alongside  gmtesjue
privileges and cormupliom among Lhe
Poary elite. The contrudictions be-
tween much evident inequality ond the
*official’ marxist idenlogy could only
be prserved through
police repression and the imposition
of a poliical monopoly Tor the
‘Communist”  paries.  Anpd  a
bursavcracy whose stultifying conscr-
vatism and ossificd incompetence
crppled any potential for develop.
ment of a properly planed economy
tumed increasingly  to deals with
capitalism as 0 Meins 10 Secure access
i more modem technolopgy and con-
sumer goods.

There was pever uny prospect that
these hidenus replicas of Stalin’s
hureaucratized USSR could grow or
be peacefilly reformed into socialisi
sacielivs, They were not ‘almnost’
commumist repines, but something
qualitanvely  different, defommed to
the extent that a revolutivnary over-
throw wof the buresvcrmcy was the
only way the nationalised means of
production could be . unleashed 1o
their full potential by the working
clas,

The burerucracy not only acts as
an impediment to the proper develop
ment of the means of prodoction, b
i securng its political monopoly on
the levers nf power, il deloms every

hureaucratic

inlensified

aypect of daily life, frmom the regime
m the [nctomes o the narrow estnc-
tive curmicula of shools and unlver-
sities. The same pressures  helped
preserve. the backward religions. o
perstitions that are now esudfecing,
and bourgems momlity, and loslen=d
aheurd Hlusions in westem capitalism
and bourgeois democricy az pant of
the popular backlash against all things

reen 88 ‘marmst’ and ‘communist’ by
associalion with the regme.

Ax an nhrtacle o the development
of  the prductive forces,  the
bureaurracy identified itselfl long sgo
as & reartionary histornc force that
had 1o be removed For decades
marxists have argoed thet this is the
hirtoric task of the working clars in
the process of political revolution: but
the fact that the stalinists have proved
less able than the capitalists 1o
develop the productive forces has
repdered their regimes vulnerable to
capitalist restoration. Now we see ele-
ments of the old regime openly
switching sides, leading the moves
for privatisation and restoralion, in
the hopes of preserving some af their
power and privileges.

These developments do not prove
the ohsolescence of communism so
much as the gull berween com-
nianism and stalinispy, Any attenpt
now by restorstionists to drive for-
wunl a capilabst development 1n
Easiemn Europe must result in an in
tensification of the class stugple, a
renewed drive to exploil the working
class and destroy the limited gains it
has secured in the post war years. It
will create conditions ln  wlich
revolutionaries can pof forwad o
progranme of class action to combal
the multinationals and: defend work.
ing class living comditions.

Collapse of the Warsaw
Pact: a blow to the
working class?

Ever since the crisiz of stolinist
mile spread beyond Poland it has been
increasingly obvious that the Warsiaw
Pact 15 a dead duck. With Ciechos-
lovakia  having  negotiated  a
withdrawal of Soviet troops, East
Gemnany moving swiftly to onifica-
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tion with a MNATO power, the
Romanian regime  declaring  com-
munism ‘dead’, and the Hunparian
stalinist party having larpely dis
solved nisell, there wre few if any
Maoscow loyulists in Eastern Burope
prepared even Lo try o deliver the
type of support theoretically required
of them by the Warsaw Pact,
Gorbachev,  the
proclaimed independence of
Lithuania (and the likelihood of
mmilar moves by Estonia and Latvia),
coupled with nationalist revolls in an
increasing nomber of republics within
the USSR make the Soviet Union it-
self less and less convincing as o
hemogenous military *superpower”.
Lithuania's lead in rejecting the con-
scription of young men inlo  the
Soviel wrmed forees would certainly
be followed by mom and more
republics in the event of a major was
denger: the revolt of Russian women
aganst Gorkeichev sending conseripts
to qaell the recent Awverbaijan uprs-
ing mads this quite clear,

Docs this new sitoation make
communisim of the defence of the
USSR o hopeless quest? Lenin and
Trotsky did not base the defence of
the [ledgling Soviet workers” state or
the strategy of the new Communiz

Wome  for

Intemnational on grandiose military al-
lianceén based on the cosrcion of o
Great Power upon neighbouring sat-
tehite remmes. They rejected any no-
tion of exporting revolution on the
points of bayonets, and recognised
that in the last onalysis the defence of
the Soviet Union depended upon the
revolutionarfy mohilisation ofthe in-
temnatinnal working class. Most im-
porant of ol was to break theisola-
tivni of the Russian Revolution by
supporting  strupgles for the over-

throw of capitallzsm in &t least one ad- | -

For decades
marxists have
argued that
political
revolution is
the historic task
of the working
ciass but the
fact that the
stalinists have
proved less able
than the
capitalists to
develop the
productive
forces has
rendered thelr
regimes
vulnerable to
capitalist
restoration™

“it has been
increasingly
obvious that the
Warsaw Pactis
a dead duck”
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S UPPLEMENT

“The notion of
a purely
military
defence of the
USSR was
reinforced In
the post-war
neriod”

“like a union
leader who
calls off a
strike before
negotiations,
Gorbachey
finds his
position
weakened in
his dealings
with the
White House
by the
sethacks of
betrayed
struggles in
Central
America”
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vanoed country,

Stalin  showed
no  conprehension
or sympathy lor
this policy: instead
in 1924 he bepan to
proclaim his alier
pnabve, nationalist
vision ol seeking to
build *socialism in
n wngle country’,
while  coexisting
with capitalism on
o world scale, Sub
sequent twists and
tums In Stalin’s
foreign policy  did
ned-change his fun-
damental view that
any nither mevolu-
tion had to be subordinate (o the
‘defence of the USSR’ By the mid
1930 the Popular Front policy had
enshrined the noton of & polidcal al-
linnece with “democratic’ sections of
the capitalist clags, at the expense of
discianling any socialist or revolution
ary aspirulions of the western Lom-
munisi parties.

In the laie 1930s this swilched taa
policy of allisnce wath Hitler, as
Stalin  atlempted  militarily 1o
safeguard and extend the power of the
USSR by invading eastemn Peland
and Finland. This notion of a purely
military defence of the USSR was
reinforeed in the post-war penod with
the annexation of the Bultic states, the
carve-up ol Poland, the Red Amny oc-
cupation ol the East European “buoffer
supe”, nd the genersl framework of
the “spheresof Infleence’ deals struck
with the impenalist powers. The
USA's  development of
weapons was met by a paralle] Soviet
military dnve to explode evermore
deally nuclear bombs and mizsiles:
MATO was countered by press pang

nuclear

g East Buropean regimes iuto the
Warzaw Pact — bot &ll the lime the
disposition of the Kremlin was to ap-
pose, ixolate and limit working class
and anti-impenalist strugeles,

While the Warsaw Pacl and the
vast Soviet armed forces meet the (or-
mal  requirements  of
‘defending the USSR and guamnlee-
ing the horders of Eastern Europe,

mitlitarily

ey are not communism. Morxists
defend  histonc  guns ned ouly
militarily, but politically: lost w the
witkh of atalinist bureauc mtc/malisnry
manveuvres ix the gategic pelinical
defence of the USSR through the
fight for socialid revolution,

Az an heir 16 Stalin
Brezhnev, whosse collabomutiomist
policy of detente set the stage Toe the

(amd to

-

Privileged, but not & ruling

isolation of the Nicaraguan revolution
and of the fghters of El salvador)
Gorhachev  inheriled a legacy of
counter-revalationary foreign policy,
together wiath an cconomic cnsis
which has compelled him 1o shifl his
tactics. He decided that the amms race
liad te give way toattempts at achiev-
ing a negotiated balance of [oroes
with imperialism: spotting this weak-
ness, Imperlalism has dug in to force
major concessions Tet while the su-
perpower liype focuzses on the top-
level talics on warheads and ranks, on
the ground the effect of Gorbachev's
conclliostory tum has been fobt by
Liberation fighters around the world

The result has been o predictable
each way setboack: impepalism  has
cleady gained the npper hand in the
MATO-Warsaw Pact standoff, while,
like a umion leader who calls off a
Atrke helome negoliations, Gorbachey
finds hiz pomtion weakened in jus
dealings with the White House by the
sethacks of hetrayed struggles 0
Central America,

Difficulties and chances

The basic marxist analysis- of
capitalism and of stalingsm has oot
beep refuted but confimmed by mecent
evenis.

Regimes ponrayed by <ome as
‘slate. copitalist™ have shown in the
rapied turnover ol leading persounel
that they are contnlled nol by a new,
stable rufing class, but by a privileged
burcavcratic  caste  whoss  unstable
prower Tests mol oo ownership of
property but on their exerise of
political control

Many with stalinist leanings whn
tegarded one of more of the regimes
as simply “workers”stites’ have been
shocked to discover the extent of the
corrupiion-at the top and repression ol
the bage, and how wafer-thin was the

vencer of popular  supponn for

::h.-lla:.lbumucm’s fimo leaves the Kremiin

‘marsism’ despue A
years of inienaive schinl
img.

While  the  sony

failures  of the Eas
European ccopomies o
deliver adeguate
sumer poods or o mach
the pace of
eapitalist developnen
spells out the weakness
of blreaticiatic
‘planning’, the huge sale
of poverty and linnger i
the “thisd world” wed -
penabist countriss ns well
as the spread of poveny
in Modind contiom that a
restoration of capilulean

COr-

WS

ot the "market” will simip-
ly miensily the muisery. Those who
doubl  the need o defend e
nationalised  ecopomiss  agmins
privatisation will soon witness all the
evidence they need.

As workers in Eastem Europe flex
their political and tade wion msles
for the first time In several penein-
tions, beser by confusion arising from
the collapse of the old offcial or-
thodoxies, Lhe new phose ol clins
struggle runs alongside the emer-
gence: of new combalive wirkers”
movements elsewhere. In Bronl a
huge trude anion movement and the
closs strugprle Workers Pardy with o
mass base ol support have been built
in South Africa and Soulh
Lurge, dynane trade union organisa
tions  are  challenging
regimes,

One: positive sspect of the chaotic
upheavals in Eastern Evrope i3 that
these and other new wordors” move
ments can develop with meh less
political pressure from the stallnes
movement — making i more [kely
that revolutionary cuments van be

Kopreis

fepiessive

buill. Thens is s new politica] space
npening up for the development nf
class struggle politics, anud all the
dapgers and contradictions of the
simation.

The defeats mficted by Ui mas-
ses o stnlinism do niot autonatically
Iead on Lo wociabiem: bt neither does
oy SpOnNlEnenus mass  movemcnt
The challenge ia there for the maras
movement  — n parhicalar e
Trotskyist Fowth Intemational, wieli
has the provdest secord of consstent
strogele against stalinksme and -
penalism — 1o raise high the Buwer of
socialism, inemationalizm and com-
munism, developing  tacties  and
strategy for the mnss-stmpggles apd
political independence of the working
class east-and west, porthand sooth
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Organising the

workers in a
Soviet union

SOCIALIST OUTLOOK spoke to Soviet
trade union activist Oleg Voronin during his
speaking tour in Britain raising funds for the f

SOTSPROF campaign.

What are the origins of
SOTSPROFT

SOTSPROF came intp exisence
because in the USSR there are nn
real trade uninns. The offical unions
are simply pant of the stale struciure
and cannod defend their membersy” 1in-
rebelhons
continue o lake place in the Soviel

terests: Beoause workers”

ITnion, trade unions are necessary Lo
defend the imterssts of the workers.

S0, |8 months ago thres activisls
from the democratic movemenl, an
academic,
ginesr, Lev Volovick, and = worker
footwear  factory, Valede
Karalya came together to form a co-
ordinating committes for an inde-
pendent federation of socialist trade
uninns — SOTSPROF for shon. They
managed o get their own bank ac-
count and official stamp from the
siale.

Under the congitition you don't
have to register with the state to funm
& trade union, just with a ligher trade
uminn organisation. So once the co-
nrdinating committes had announced
itac]l as & trade union organisation, it
was then shle (o legalise other inde-
pendent  trade: unicns around  the
country, For the first 3-4 months this
wazall i dul

Thats  how SOTSIFROF  was
formed, and now we have ahout 30
prganisations  and  about G000
members. The basic growth tock
place during the miners' strikes lust

Sergei Kamov, an en-

in &

summer. Car activists werne mvolved,
helping the miners to [ormulate
demands in all the major regions.
SOTSPROF organisations sprang up
after the strike in all the key cnal-
helds

Why was It impossible to reform
the officlal hureancratic stroc-
tures?

We iried o do something mside
the unions before SOTSPROF was
sl up, bul we found that if workers
leaders  they
rapidily became cormupted, or went
over to the official leadership — or

simply  chose  new

that they found
themschves up
againat a brick wall
The leaders of the
nfficial unions are
not  activisis  but
parly wotkers who
are nol inlerested i the needs of the
memberstip. It 18 impossible in prac-
tice o refnmm the leadership.
Arc there any divisions in the offl-
clal unilons? Any althes of
SOTSPROF?

Amongst the rank and file, yes,

amongd  the leaders, practically
none,
Y ou see no danger of isolating

yourselves from these workers?

Mo, all workers were or are mem-
bers. Our subs  are  deducted
aulomatically frm our wage packel
mine still are, | don't consider myself
an active member — I don't even
know where my card is,

Are SOTSI'ROF members vic-
timised by offficial unions?

Mut disectly, but we saffer a
blackout of nformation. There is
total silence about our existence —
nothing wrilten in the newspapers.
When workers ask the unlon leaders
about us, they say we're just a bunch
of intellectuals with no connections
in the workers movemenl. Only
today. I manpged to gel hold of
Worker's Tribune, the paper of the
official union movement, published 3
days ago, which has & hig arlicle
about us, Everything that is writien
there is 8 lie — they say that our
leaders are working to destroy the
econnmy and creale chaos, I's in-
cvitable that we will take count action
against the newspaper.

Do the workers’ committees that
have been formed since the
miners' strike have any powers
over management? Do they have
workers' control?

During the strike the workegs'
cotmmittees of the Donbass, the Kus-
bass and Viodouta were in effect the
only power in the towms. They or-
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Soviet workers, like Sduﬂnmmfmpdﬂkﬂms

ganised distribution of poods, and set
up workers' militias under their veam
contral to kecp order. They closed
down shops selling aleohol and if
they found speculators brnging it in
they stopped them and smashed the
bottles thers and then.

Mow in  the [Donbass and
Prokopicvsk, there are workers'
committees but there is a big struggle
between them and the local state ap-
params. For example in Kamganda
the workers’ commiliee supporied
the Committes for a Socudist Party,
but members of it had to ty and hide
their identity for fear of repression
fromm the local state authorities, In the
mines on the other hand, manage-
ment are parily in control through the
means of leasing — they luve leased
the nunes bul we don't suppost thas
because the Ministry still takes large
chunk of the mine’s profit. They di
nothing (v assist the mine, but still
demund i lol of money

In the miners’ commilless in

Vorkuota they are demanding changes
in working conditions. For example
in Halmernu pit they have to wor in
almost vertical shafis hanging on toa
ladder with one hand and digging
coal with another. In such conditions
it 1% inevitable thal pew sinkes will
break oat. They are demanding that
shafis be closed down where condi
lionis are particularly bad.
Why did you ¢all it SOTSPROF?
[0 vou see the need for a socialist
union linked 1o or commilted lo 2
socialist party?

In SOTSPROF there are many
political current=. For example, some
of the intelleciuals, journalists, and
wniters are members of the Congite-
tional Democtatic Pary — the Cadeta,
On the other hand there are some
members of the Social Democmiic

: ‘1' .
'?‘F |_
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“During the
strike the
workers'
committees of
the Donbass, the
Kusbass and
Vorkuta were in
effect the only
power in the
towns™
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We are fully
in favour of
maximum
political and
economic
independence
of nations. In
other words
we are In
favour of a
real
confederation
of nations
within the
USSR™
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assnciation but neither they tor other
sctvisls in SOTSPROF see themsel-
ved ag being & political pant of the
workers! movement. They have no
linke. between Lheir political organis-
teion and the workers' movement
Ouly the new Socialist Pary sces it
sclf as  indivisibly linked with
SOTSPROF, wodking inside it, along
with it. We think in thal pany we
mest clearly and most exactly express
the interests of the workers.

To whal cxient does SOTSPROF
wanl o build 3 unios movement
like in Britain or to what extent &
political movement like Solidar-
nosc?

In the article in Workers Tribune |
wis talking about, there is one part 1
syree with. The trade amon expers
ray that 1o build u big indcpendent
traile union is inevitahly fo take up a
pelitical stoggle like Solidamose. Up
to that point | agvee with him — bt
then he draws tlie concluzion that this
is why we shouldn’t he doing it,
What is SOTSPROF s sititude to
the national gquestion, the rights of
sell-determination and to building
urganisations in the different
republics?

SOTSPROF exisis not fost In the
Russian republic but alzo in Byelo-
Russia, Ukraine, Kazalcstan and liope-
fully. in the aear future. in Uzbekistan

though we're conducting nepotia-
tions thers with mainly Russian-
speaking workers

We relate tomlly positively to the
guestion of national self-detemmine-
tion. We are fully in favour of masi-
mum political and economic inde-
pendence of nations. In otier wirds
we are in (avour of & real confedera-
ton of nabons within the USSK. Bw
if, like the Balhc stares they want
conplele secesgion then they should
have the rght o do so. We have good
links with the workers In the Baltic
states, especially Lithuania, but we
dom’t invite them to join SOTSPROF
hecause we fully support their mght to
national independence. on condition
that they secure equal rights for all
nationalities within the Baltic states —
whether Ruossians, Ukranians, Byelo-
Russians, Poles, Jews, Lithuanianz or
Estonians,

How do you see the relutionship be-
tween (he market and the plan?

O policy is against the command
cconoemy which has existed and =st1]
existz in the Soviet Union and sgainst
the onfetrered capitalist markel. We
are for a real synthesiz of thess things
not & middle way but a'way which is
neither one thing or the other, We call
for democratic planning from below,

not from above as happens al presenl

Plans ehould be formulated uf the
level of the firm, at the level of the
region and ar the kevel of the republic
And within any plan pant of prodoc
tivn should not go 1o the state but
should enter & real exchangs betwesn
firms, Nrms which are collectively
owned, The plans should be rmworked
at a state level, but the state appuratus
should be col to a8 minimum: al the
moment it 15 enomoos In the hands
of the state there should renuain strong

powers lo regulate such @ morked. In
parictlar the state should have con-
trol of an investment fund, to avidd
the problems of a disorganiszed
rinarkel.

| shouwld smress that all these
measures oaly work together as g
complex — that is workers"  self
munagemen!, collevtive ownership of
the wmeans of production,  and
democratic planning from below, in-
troduced together. Also in this scheme
we incinde that there should be smiall
private enterpnses i agriculmire and
n some spheres of digtobunon and

production,
What about agricullure?

Even in agnculture we  don't
fomesee all  the Kolkhozes and

Sovkhozes being broken up. Some of
them don’t want to he hroken up
enyway- The preatsr part of thess
enlerprises will not mmain as they
are, hut  thos Kolkhozes and
Sovkhozes which make a larpe profit
hecause they operal= on the basis of
Max's conceplions of differentinl
land rent will continee, Some of the
Sovkhor and Folkhor, admittedly a
few, bave high labour productivity
and these nstitutions we would ot
want 1o pef rid of. The rest we mst
get od of aliogether, by selling them
of to those who wanl the |and. The
law we peed [or this reminds me of
Abraham Lincoln’s Homestesd Acr,
And part of this plan would necd a
powerful  apranan bank  concemed
with giving credit to fanmers:

The state would be able to regulate
agriculmure through the Agriculturl
Bank. They could freeze prices for

several years Ul things eould stand on
their owm mwo le2t. Thers wall be
competition between the seclors in
agriculture — one private and the other
collective. We've seen that the private
fanners will have to come tngether to
market their gnnr.l'l_ in other wordz 1o
form some sort of collectives
Perestroika seems in terminal
crisiv, What is SCYTSPROF'S at-
thude to Gorbachev and the
gpovernment?

We =me against the economic
pulicy of the govemment because
they -are aftempling o brng o a
capilalisl madcet whch will simply
mainiain the positions of the nling
groups. We think that the liberal mp-
position i the povernment wants (e
samic thing. The only differenee be-
twéeh Gorbachey and them is the
speed al which they should he
moving. We don’t want 1o be jost oo
opposition, we wani to be a meal left
wing allemative.

In Eastern Europe democratic for-
ces are based on the intellipentsia.
What relationship= should inde-
pendent uniens and workers” move
ments have to them?

The merverments in Eastem Burmpe

are at the moment peneral democmatic
tisyements ineluding difTerent sociul
elemants. We fully support them bt
always understand thid in thess jaoyve-
ments there is 8 provess ol diffcrentis-
tibn belween the new rich elenieiils
and the working ¢lass.
Will SOTSPROF be contesting the
coming elections. and if so can vou
tell us how it's belng organised aad
What are the key issnex?

We are taking part, but the Central
Electoral Commission has refused (o
register SOTSPROF candidates, and
we are ol the mément conducting o
courl case cagainst 1L Monetheless
many SOTSPROF candidates hiave
been nominated for the elections in
thewr work collectives, in their (ac-
lirnes.

Are you running cemmen can-
didates with the People's Front or
having & common platform?

Not in Russia a3 & whole but in
Moscow and Leningral A united
Peoples Front in Russia no longer ex-
iste. It's In @ state of decfine and
degeneration. It's reached jtn pesk
and now is falling away. People's
Fromt cindidales in Mowow have
formed a bloc catled Democratic Kus-
sia ond are standing on that platlorm.
Some of the ideas for their platfom
came from SOTSPROF. I's a sinila
sitnation in Iikutsk, where 'm taking
part in a bloc of left democmtic for-
ces,
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Sandinistas prepare for
new round of struggle

Tough
lessons
from
election
defeat

After o decade of economic boyeott, a prolonged counter-
revoluliopary intervention and the militadsation of
Central Amenca, the United States hay finally got what it
always wanted, a political viciory over the Sandinisias,
The LIS pressure. combined with the meent active undemiin
ing of the revolution by the Gorbachev leadership, are two of
the three kev factors which led to the defeat of the FSLN at the
polls in Febmary. It is important also to analyse the stratcgic
line followed by the Frente and its symplication for our under-

\

standing of revolution in impenalist dominated countries. What
wis the FSLN's revolutionary project, and why has it suffered such a
setback?

The victory of the FSLN in 1979 saw the extraordinary mobilisation
of the mass organisations amongst almost every conceivable social
class and layer outside the dominant Somoza oligarchy. The social base
of the revolutiviary regime was clearly much broader than simply
workers and poor peasants. The political basis of the revolution was
al#n hmwd, brnging topether a series of key democratic demands, the
realisation of which were central te-national liberation,

First; opposition to the Somoza oliparchy which was bleeding the
country dry and was a vicions and brutal dictatorship. Second, the crea-
tion of a popular revelutionary govermment, Third, the redistribution of
land — and the naticnal control of fundamental
econpmic seclord — so that all could have a

i

The conira war brought conseription, economic ruin and loss of Iifa

myriad of evenls and attempting o move forward under twin pressores:
the aspirations of its popular base, and the blockade by US imperialism
{which acted in allisnce with the intemal sabotage of the bourgenisic).
It was in this context that deocisions about economic strategy and
democratic formr were made and it was in these areas that the Sandinis-
ta leadership unwittingly contrbuted to its own downlall

Sandinista power and socialist democracy

The democmbtic pryject oullined hy the FSLN was defined for the
most part by its mjection of the stalinizt model, inzisting va the neces-
sity of a multi-party democracy, and arguing that this was the only op-
tion for @ genuinely revolutionary government, This was a breath of
fresh air which signailed a break from the tradition of the vne party
EEake.
Beat what kind of democracy did the San-

minimum standard of living. Fisally, the rght

dimidas constrect? In the enthusiasm of the

to zelf determinabion, fres [fom US milerven-
Ligan

This basic democratc programme held
together the bmad mevolutionary alliance of
the people; and obviated the strategie dif-

“The victory of the FSLN In 1979 saw
the extraordinary mobilisation of the
mass organisations amongst almost
every canceivable social class and
layer outslde the Somoza eligarchy™

moment the clections of 1984 were greeted as
the realisation of socialist democracy. Yel, on
reflection, the FESLN did not take the oppor-
funity to build a genuine socialist democmcy
but instituted a liberal democratic system of

mile,

ferences within the FSLMN. The jdenlngical
gel, the !_s{i'u'l'i{'ﬂ of Sandinismo, which onder-
pluned the alliance, had the advantage that it
could mean all things o all people — anid in-
deed often did. This atlisnce was anti-oligurehic and democratic 1n es-
sence ather than anti-cuptalist, and it was not clear, despite the rhetonc
of some of the Frente leadership, what socialist content the revolution
wold have;

The FSLN seived power much more rapidly than the majonty of the
leadership expected. The murder of Pedrmn Chamaorm, Vicletta's hus-
hand, led ro a year long explosion of popular cutrage that brought down

Somoza, In the vanguard of this process was the FSLN

Although there was gemuine consultation
with mass organisations over pertinent issocs,
the legislative and exccutive functions were

in#alled mn a body which was elected once every mx years. Thix is not
socialist demnomcy. Such elections may have a mle in & socialist
demuocracy, but the lengthy time span belween each clection, and the

| separation of the people from decision making power creates forms that

can only be subsidiary o real political and economic control by the
T aEsEs

An pllernative was avallable, The creation of & national assembly
based on the mass organisations of women, peasants, small farmers, ar-

As a resull the history of Sandinista power is one of esponding oa | Usans, youth, indigenous people and workem, alongside the election of
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DEPTH

local barrio committees — all with the potential to be recalled, would
have heen far mom democmtic. It would have represented the socio.
economic unifies and contradictions that existed and have heen a direct
litk berween the mass base of the revolotion and the leadership. The
Council of State ad the bodics represented on it were an embryonic
form of such a struchure. '

The Sandinistas believed that the ideolngical hegemony they had
achieved through leading the revolution made il inconceivable they
woild Inse the elestion. 'l is not possible’ was oflen the reply when
this was ridsed.

The election itsclf Wmghhghted
two other facts, All the mass or-
sanisations had become lop-dowm
organisations that were used Lo m-
plement Sandinisia policy. They had
stopped being vehicles lor the ex-
pression of mass: politica. Had this
nol been the case the Sandinistas
winald have been aware ol the threat
v their political control,

Secoudly, although Nicaragua is
and was not a ‘one party state’ it was
(and =tll 1s, for the moment) a ‘one
parly slale machine’, Almost every
official, every administrator ln a key
position, every organiser of the
police and anny is a member of the
FSLM. Confirmation
thers for all to see from the begin-
ning; the ‘Sandinista Amy’, “San-
dinista Police” and the *Sandinizta Delence Commiitees” (CTXSs).

Thix domination of the state machinery by the FSLN rather than by
the workers, peasants and the oppressed, alongside the declining role of
the CI2Ss, the liberal demoeratio electoral system, and the nnaccount-
able nuture of state bodies, allowsd the leadership of the FSLN and its
ciadie 10 become separated from the people. The mass myvolvement es-
sentiad to socipllst democmey did oot exist, Thus when mass dissatis-
faction began to blow up into a political storm the FSLN neither saw
nor Bieard it coming unedl it was too late.

Economic democracy

The eye of the storm was the economy, The key factors in the
econoniie situation were the cost of the contra war, which took up over
hialf of government expenditure for eight years, the economic blockade,
and the pathetic amount of aid that the USSR gave o the people of
Micaraguaa,

However. ot the same fime the guestion of econumic democracy
was cmcial to ensure that the lerdership remained in contact with the
base. A system of workers' controd of produe-

of this was . g

UNO banners - subsidised by US doliars

Howewer, these sectors were in the hands of the non-Sonteza bour-
georic. The FSLMN did woel wanl (o disrupt. prodisction and bad o
strategy that was relled on & long temm mixed economy and a de facto
alliasics with the "patriotic bourgenisic’. This alliance was séaled at the
cost of diluting the revoutionary process. The deméoratic revolution
was not completed in respect of the land — there are still iens of
thousands of landless peasants in Niciragua ten years after the *viciory
of the people’

The coucessions made to the bourgeoisie were themselves under-
mimned  since Ui
deteriomted as the price of cotton
plummeted, coffes  prodoction
declined, apd economic incen-
tves to produce lessened. 54l
refusing to attack the agme-expon
bourgemisie. the FSLN  then
slashed the Living standards of =
OWTH SUppOEns in an mustenty
programme whicl was |MF-like
in magnimde. It was at this point
that the absence of  socialist
democracy and the parlismentary
nature of the MNational Assembly
became a danger to the revolu
AT

SLOmOnTyY

For many Nicamguans oulside
the FSLN, the apparent attack un
the democraic gaing of the
revolution in the economie fisld
and the lavk of sy forms of
popular control Jead to 8 genvine frostration in e situation of econonus
catastrophe and continuing war, Denied any meaningful declsion-
miking rule in the economic and political programme of the FSLN, and
having swTered 30000 dead in & war which required conscription,
whilst the rich continued unscathed, If is not surprising that given only
one opportnily o vole every six years a scction of the masses, probab-
ly the most unorzanised secior, voled for an: allianee of partics prois-
ing peace and duollurs rather than further economic chaos snd war,

Thus, over and above the US blockade and the mmpact of the wae, it
was the failure of the FSLN 10 complete the democratic revelution thm
openied the way 1o the victory of TN last Bebruary. It iz a bitter fuct
that only « small minonty of the large farmers, those owning 200 1o
500 hectares, in whomi the Frente lnvested so much, voled for the
FSLM. Yet the continved vitality of thess liyers was the seedbed [or
the recrgamesation of the enemy within, and the counter-revolutionary
offensive that resulted in the election victory for UND, sn alliance sup-
ported by the contras.

Had they broken up the landholdings of

tion, & pecessary step towards full socialisa- “The domination of the state the bourgeoisie, the FSLN would haye heen
ton and workers” munagement, was shsenl. uble Lo complele the democmtic revolution in
Also, thoss who created the wealih zhould manhlﬂﬂw by the FSLN rather than h' the countryside, This would have meant a
have the linal say in ils distribution. In reality the workers, peasants and the fundamentsl re-organisition of the economy

the workers and peasants had very little say in
how the economy wits run.

In the eardy penod of the revolution the
peasantry  mstmcbvely  outlined &
strategy for social fansfomyation. The San-

MAass

oppressed, alongside the declining
role of the CDSs... allowed the
leadership of the FSLN and Its cadre to
become separated from the people”

to 8 degree that would have forced o Urnsi-
ton o a sclf-managed socialist economy.
Thas would no doubl have been somewhat
chaotic given the peopraphucal position and
the small sze of the working clasy in

dinislas were very reficent aboul carmying out

a fall scale land reform, buot the mass

mnhilisations of the lanidless and the poor peasants increased the rempo
in the agrarian revoluton.

This struggle from below was neceszary because the sconomic
stratepy pursued by the Frente was hased on state centred accummlation
of the surpluses created by the cotlon, coffee and catile agro-cxpor sec-
o I was heped that by wang these advanced ceatres of prodoction the
hard cumency camed could be uiilised by the sate to develop and
drversify the ecopnmy
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Nicaragun, bt it woold have created n mass
peasantry totally loyal to the Frente Sandinis-
{1

It would have also allowed the povernment to direcl investment
towards small commaodity prodoction for the countryside 20 that ai or-
ganie economic. relabonship between town and country could lave
been developed This would have given real contcmt 1o the political
worker-peasant allinnce that the Prente supporied at the begmning of
the revalulion,

OF course, such a radical programme would have heightened the
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Sandinista suppart In the heyday of the revolution: the FSLN leadership bacame

likellhood of & peneralired Centeal American war but it 1= 2 fact that
there hias iever been ooancialist revolution that imperalisn has not tried
o prevent of overthmw by fonce of arms. This threar of wiar shoold not
be allowsd ro plave & sirategic bruke on the tansition Lo ‘socialism
since, ag Micarapua in contrast to Cuba shows, cipivocativm or am-
Rignity enly gives impenalism the encournsemens o demand more
concessions il there are no more concessions left to make
Resuits

Ten years ol Sandinista power indicate that far from the rovolution
being socialist in character, it 15, as Carlos Vilas put it some tine agn,
‘o popular, agradan, and mutional lberation revolution” in which the
FSLMN viewed the “primury conteadiction” as belween the Miciraguan
nation and mperiallsm.

Within this perspective the stragple between clisses s 3 sabordinale
centrabiction and the reproduction of capitalist socinl relatione wis nuol
viewed asa problem in itself by the majority of the Frente. The leader
ship constantly stressed that the ‘patriotic bourgenisie’ was an fsset 48
lumg 2= it prodicced without political power. This, of course, was s
pessible and the Sandinistas ave paid a high price for such an illusion,
MNul all within the Frente shiwed such o positiom: but those who did nor
weie rpidly margnalised in the gampede for national umity in the face
of inipenalisl aggression.

The expenence of Sandinists rule has confimed one hasic mamist
teaet: it has showm that in impenalist-dominated countries it is only
possible o rezolve the basle demeocratic questions tirough the ‘prowiig
over' of the demperatic tevolulion info a socialist one. Sucha Erowing
aver demands a clnss war to the findsh agsinat the comprador bour-
geaisee and the blg landowners, o order to win 1o the side of the
revolution all the middle and nnurganised luyers, The need to break
withh the strategy of a mixed economy is nol just an ceonomic question,
but priumanly « political one. Ouly by eliniinating the big landowners
and. capiialists can the hase aspirationz of the oir peasanis be e,
and therelom their support for the revalilion comentid: and ol if e
phoitation and profiteenng has been suppressed con the sacnifices of the
musses be lelt av an acceptable burden, B ois only possible 1o prirsue
such o clans war through the padicipation and power of the workers
and pegsunts m all ereas of politieal snd economie We. It was this that
the FSLN'S politicel and cconoiue strategy would not permit

Prospects

O the day sfter the election, UNO called a victiory tally at which
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oply 300 people appeared. On the same day the FSLN called 5 meeting
1o discuss what to do next: 5U,(60 participated, An ooy of the election
resull 35 that mauy ol these who made the difference 1o the el were
Uwse casting o protedt vote, nol expecting TNO 10 win: many probably
participated i the huge Sandinista rllics pricr to the election.

IU iz inconceiveable thal the UNG alliance will hold together for a
penod of more than six months to 8 year, Chamorro's inahility to put
together a govemment thol refllects all sectars of NG — from the con-
tras to the stalinist Socialist Party of Misaragua — will soon deprive her
of & coherent majorty within the nationad assembly

Confroated by a Sandinista Avmy, Sundimsta Police, s bloc of 42
pereent of Sundimidas in the assembly, and an inability to refom the
conatitition becnuse UND doonot have enough seats, Chamormo will be
revealed as the puppel of the US that she is. Moreover, it s nof at all
certain thal the' US dollars that some Nicamguans voted for will come
[oeing b

In such a situation, with the old lapdowners returming 1o reclam
their lend and what remains of the democratic gaing of the revolution
tsmder threat, i s likely thal a further period of wfense class struggle
Wil oocur. The masses will vnee again look to the FSLN 1o lead thedr
stupele against the reluming contras and the bourgenisie.

The question which ligs vet to be answered 15 how will the Sandinis-
tas sespond to this cliallenge? The FSLN is now in the midst of a mass
discussion aboot where o go next. In this discussion three tendencies
are apparent, The right angu that the result showuld be accepled, LN al-
lowed 1o gover, and that the Frente should awat the next elections.
The centre is arguing for an nrganised retreat, rehuilding the mass or-
ganisations and defenee of the army.

Thie line of the third rendency. the left wing of the FSLN, is 1o allow
Clumorno to be president but to defend the galng of the revolution and
the armny and to prepare for an armmed stuggle. This tendency is closest
b the most uneom promising advice of Sandino *Only the Workers and
Peasants wall po all the weay ',

This general perspective should be supported by all those who wish
fo see a reversal in the balance of forees o Micaragua. It iz ooly
theweigly o wwmnprommsing loe of cliss strugpele tha the task of nation-
al libention, a task tie FSLN set itself a guarer of a century ago, will
he realized dnd the demyocmtic revolution brought 1o its conclusion by a
Lransibon Bn #ncialigm.

Will McMahon
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Breakthrough
for Brazil’s

Workers
Party

The result of the presidential
elections in Brazil at the end of
last year - the first for 29 years -
was a spectacular breakthrough
for the Workers Party (PT).

31 million votes (38%) were cast
for for Luwis Inacio da Silva, known
as Lula, the candidate of the PT,
making it a close contest with
Collor de Mello, who was elected
president with 35 million votes
(43%). In the south east of the
country - the key economic centre
of the country, where almost half
the voters are concentrated -
Collor's: margin of victory over
Lula was only 0.8%.

The campaign of the PT
generated a powerful enthusiasm
amongst the working class and
popular movements, and the
whole of the Brazilian left joined
the Popular Front (FBP) to support
Lula in the second round. The PT
continues to consolidate its bases

of support and prepare the
resistance against Collor's
austerity offensive (last year

inflation rose to 1,700% and a
foreign debt of $110 billion!).

Here, Dave Packer talks to
Tatau Godinho who is a leading
militant of the PT and a member of
its Sao Paolo Staie executive.
She is also a member of the
Mational Womens' Secretariat and
a supporter of the Socialist
Democracy tendency.

DP: Could you describe some of the main
features of the politicsl situation in Brazil
today?

I'T; Since 1982-'84 we have seen a bour
peols political transition from the period of
dictatorship, The anempt 1o stabilise the hour-
geois government was led by an alliance of
two major bourgenis partics, These have been
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absolutely dis-
credited. Their
comimitment
the hoor
geois  franm-
tion, and ther
responsthility
for the crms
led
year's eleclion
campaign
which
boorgenia
party
to be wdentified with the fedesal poverument.
The president llmself didn’t sopport any can-
didate. None of the bourgeois panties wanted
1o be seen as responsible for the peried of
whal they called *democratic transition”.

The situation gave oo for the smergence
of o candidute, (Fernando) Collor, who had
hcen r pant of the tansition bl had been able
te distance himsell from it The stuation was
very much polansed during the elections, not
only politically, but socially.

It war the first direct presidential election
for thiry years and people’s expectations of
chainge were very decp. That is one of the
it important reasons why we ended up with
two cardidates, Lila and Collor, whi were
very much opposed in temms of  political
perspectives. Il was a very polarised campaign
at the end and the other candidstes werne

o

py Bast
in
i

wanted

maginalized in the first round.
DYP: What is your halance sheet of the clec-
tions?

FT: The twio muin bourpeois parties wers
absoluely discredited in the eyes of the
popudation, and received a very small number
of voles. Their candidates were not eal op-
tioms despite the fact thal these had besn very
strong partics, The PMIDR and the PFL, which
had politically supponted the hourgeais transi-
tinn had a gdiculoes resalt in the clectinns —
that's & very important outcome,

The second thing is that because the elec-
tions were so polarised, the votes for the PT
came from the most organised sectors of
society, the orpanized workers and the social
moVemeants,

The votes [or Collor were from the bour-
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gemigie, sections of the petit-hourgenisie. or
from the unorganised layers — the unemployed
and so on, who looked (o him as some one
whir could solve their problems. This was dif
fereni from Lufa, who had the suppon of
people coming from struggles, the working
class and the social movements. The very pos
sitility of having Lulas as president was as the
result of those strugples,

In this siteation Collor appeared an an in-
dependent candidate. He hod huge suppan
from. the mass media — the Tarpest television
company in Bzl openly supported him —
and he campaipned with a moralism which
could enter the consciousness of the unor
ganised, posing as a saviour who was going to
golve problems wiathout people having 1o
struggle for il

In terms of the I"I" we have thmee mapor
results, The first is the large vole over the
whole country. The PT is npow a motionsl
party. In some areas where the PT previously
did not have had very good resulrs, the results
were amaring. Secondly, the PT iz undoub
tedly the main opposition to the govemment,
even though it iz a struggle to keep this
hegemony — it i3 not somcthing that is just
given. The party is seen in the eyes ol the
masses a5 the possible altemative whoo will
lead the fight against the policy of austerily,
privatisation and the IMF policies that Collor
will introduce at the economic level. Thirdly,
gefting so close to victory challenged the
party to deepen its mtemal discussions — il be-
came clear that some of the political positions
were il sullicient
DF: Would It have been a problem if the
FT had won at this stage?
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PT: Well, 1 couldn’t
say it wouldn't be a
problem — there would be ¥
lots of problems. What 7t
wirtld have dooe 15 make
0 strong chanpe in the
balonie and relationship
of fomes in favour of the S
wurkers and the popular
movements in Brazil, Of
be an
open situation us to how it

course i1 wistihd

would deovelop. But the
idedas the party hml and

worked for, were wrillen
in the programme of the
pary.

A FT govemmenr —
whal we would call a
popular demncmtic
government — wonld pol

be a povernment to run
capitidism or the bour-
geois state, It was clear
there would be 2 confron-
tatiom — & period of in-
ptallity- It weuld open op struggles — the out-
come of which we cannot predict,

Then we come o the problems. Although
the party has a large influence in Brazilian
society — o hinge jdentification with the masscs
and the working classes — it is still not stnue-
tured Lo give all the necessary answiers even in
terma of defending 2 Lula povemment; or-
gamming  the population.  organising  the
workers and the movements to support and
defend the existence of a govemment,

BP: Wonld there have been the threast of a
mllitary coup?

I1'; That could be a possihility. We don't
think it is the most probable. The bourgeiosie
has already been discussing the changes in the
politival situption. One: solution is to reduce
the powers of the president by introducing a
parliamentary system. Thatl doesn’| mean that
& military coop iz impasmble, il is always a
possihifily for the bourgesisie Lo solve a situa-
tion it can not control. Bot because of the
political sitwation now. the bourgeoisie would
look for cther solutions to keep controd, like
wesakening the federal government.

DI': Wouldn't the victory of Lula on & radi-
cal programme create a sltuation of con-
frontation with the bourgelosie and even
promole & pre-revolutionary erisis?

FT: That is a possible putcome. Lala’s vie-
tory would mean a period of big confronta-
tions wnd struggles, with ollacks from the
bourgemisie on Lola’s government, trying not
o let it either tule the country or develop the
programme thiat the PT has defended during
the electiom. The possibility of this becoming a
pre-revolutionary situation depends very much
on the workerz' and  popular movements
response to support Lula’s government. Other-
wize we would heve defeal im o very shor

perind of time. Fven though we have nol
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Mass rally a.'Bszlmn CUT union confedsration

posed il like that, the bourgeoisie was very
fnghiened of the prospects of a Lula govern-
et

DP; The PT preseats itself as a socialist
party, and every one talks about soclalism
in the I'T, but has there been any thorongh-
going discussion about a revolutionary
strategy and programme? For cxample,

has the question of workers™ sclf-defence
and workers' control been discussed?

FT: The T has from the very beginning
dentified itself with fighting for socialism m a
clear way, saying that it has to overthrow
capitalism. Secondly, it is identified with Lhe
concept of democratic socialism, and that is
very imponant. The fight for socialism will re-
quire a confrontation with the bourgevisie.
Otar socialist project is a demockatic one. And
thirdly. — which iz not very clear — is the
strategy: how to build the road to socialism in
Brazil. This discusszion has had a very powsitive
evolution in the party. In the fifth national con-
vention of the PT a document was camed
which is the basis of a popular and democratic
govemnment, ils programme and strategy, It
begins to foresee how to Aght for socialism -
what are the possible alliances, and which wre
the key sectors in terms of social alliances, not
sovmuch party alliances,

Some specific discossions, lke workery”
self-defence have not heen tackled. In June we
are poing 1o have the natdonal convention of
the PT i which one of the central themes of
digrussion is going to be (o deepen the discus-
siom o the strategy for socializm in Brazil.
DP: How does the Socialist Democracy Cur-
rent, of which you are a part, participate in-
side the PT and influence its evolution?

PT: Socialist Democracy it a current which
hvas existed in the PT since the very beginning
of the party. One of our most important posi-

o Hﬂ

tions is our idea of bailding a revolutionary
party in Brazil through building the PT itzelf
as a revolutionary party. So in this sense we
are 2 part of the party, 8 cumemt in the pany
thal tnes tn work in the areas and influence the
debates, and help — from our point of view —
the development of the party. That means not
just being a part of it in texms of leadeship or
rank and {ile, but also taking responsibility
slongside other corrents: for the political
development of the party.

One of the important things from oor goint
of view ia to deepen the transition of the FT 1o
o revilulionary parly. This has helped us to
have a coherent position in oor work inside
the party — nol being seclanan towards the dif-
ficulties of development, because we sec them
as our dilficulties too.

Very cleardy the PT is the mad io becom-
ing a revolutionary purly in Brazil and we
think it has been 8 very positive development.
On the other hand with the strength and the
FT being so moted in the wodking class and
the social movements in Brazil, it iz also one
of best possibilities to build mass revolution-
ary parties worldwide.

We are in a very privileged posilion with
our political identification with the Fourth In-
temational. It 15 one of the important things in
our political poeston and we don’t consider it
to be contradiclory Lo being & cument in Lhe
PT.

DI Do you have any problems being an or-
ganised lendency?

PT: Our tendency is fully respected. There
have been problems in terms of intemal
democracy of the party and how to build a
really democratic party. But jts democracy is
very good, very broad. The PT has never been
monolithic. Now il is sccepled thal the
democratic internal life involves people or-
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ganising as political curments and fighnng for

their perspective
DP: Can you organise around your paper
Em Tempo?

FT: We organise our mililants around the
paper rather than the membership as a whole,
It brings seme conflicts becanse the pany does
nnt have official policy on currents inside the
party. So.it st always clear. Fm Tempe is
more ol discussion joumal for pelitics inside
the PT
DP: What is your attitude Lo the Lula
leadership?

PT: Well we have becn working in the
leadership of the I'T. We have:been working
mostly for the presidential slections,
much nteprated o the J.':::I\h‘!lkil!!!p. in Lhir
sense hiaving normaol pary relations with the
Lula leadeship. The puositbon of Lule as a
worker,
mietil workers — had o very imporant iden-
lification for the PT &5 a pirty relaled to work-

VETY

from & very impoant sector — the

ing class stugglea: So il is sumething mpor-
tagit Eor the party. ot i is something thal has
been developing, m lemms of collective leader-
ship; more collective working of the party not
cenlralising on one porson

0 Could you tell us aboul the relation-
ship between PT and the Brazilian TUC,
the UUT trade union federation?

FT: The CUT organiscs the most active
sectors of the working class — these forces: are
very much adentified with the FT. Bt the
CUT 13 broader — it involves political enrrents
which are not a part of the PT. The political

comman growd i quite strong, hoet the CUT |

has s nwn puolitieal development in Llerms of
decizions, We do have some political positions

that are quite different — depending on how lar
n particular discussion has pone either in the
| CUT ar the party, The CUT urganizes the vasl
| mejorily of workers Ao oppostion o Lhe
who

povernmenl seE

Brazil?

and privatidafion.

counts.

economic infringements.

Thatcherism in

The new Brazilian government of Fernando Collor de
Mello has lost no time in announcing 3 new packape of
suslerity measures, including spending cuts, job losses

Unlike Thatcher Collor argués for ‘more governmend
and less stale’, introduocing interventionisi policies to fax
the richest ten percent, freeze withdrawals from savings
accounts worth over $608, and freeze privite bank iac-

Meanwhile the multinationals are being urged in, im-
port restrictions are being lifted, and the exchange rate
will Mlogt. State corporations including the giant steel
company will be privatised. There will be big increases in I
prices, with petrol already up 50 percent.

Trade univns have prolesied al the proposals and their
impact on living standards — but there have alio been
loud sgueals from the banks who will be tightly regu-
lated, with new laws threatening up to five years jail for

the mesd 1o organise
themeelves as workers.
apart from the state and

from the maoe
bureaucratired  =octors
of the working class
DP: What are the af-
filiation figures of the
cuT?

E: Thev alfilinte

mynidicutes  mther than
mdividualz -
talking in millioms bt

yinu e

it's diffienlt o cor-
respond that to militan
ey

DI*: Can you tell us
aboul the role of
women tn the 1'T7
Our  eureent
makes  workmg with
woinmien 1 privsly in the
P2 Unpil a few yoaors
AED, WAVTIEN WETT in &
majority of the rank
and file of the pany
and in the secial move-
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ments: Unlorfunately, the pary doesn’i al
ways see the importance of this, and womens'
tole i the party nesds to be prominted

¥ Finally, what is the P'T's atthtude to
class Independence — what alllances will it
make?

PT: The PT has a pood position in teams of
¢lass independence — building itself as an m-
dependent wodkers' party, Bul it has nlways
been confronted by the need 1o develop s
hegemony in broader temms and how o deal
with class independence i thess lerms, So the
diseussion of the popular democralic simiegy
i to do with social alliances — peasant secinre
anid soceal muevements which have & ey
priflelanan compesition i are pol alwiys
identified as workers or with the teade uniom
movemenl. Another important part ol i a5 the
relationship 1o the petty-boungems secinrs
How much do you try
newtralise them? I has always been elear thal
specific bourgedis seclors are nod & part of this

to wan them or

alliane.

In temmns of political pariez we have ak
tempted 1o build alliances wih the Com-
muns Mfarties, the Sucialist Party, (he Greens,
il with some sectors of two hourgeois pus
tier — where we could work with them n a
united front way, bul oaly in specilic sitya-
tions and with Individuals satlier than the pas-
ties themeselves. Thal has been the policy so
Far.
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Reactionaries win three Indian

states

The state elections in India have tesalted
i tmumph for the reactionary  Hindu
chauvinisi Bharativa Janaia Party.

The BIP has now lopped ils enomouns koo
cess in lagt year's pational elections by win-
nig control of three important states (Kajas-
than, Madhva Pradesh and Himachal Pradesh)
as well as winning subsiantial suppor in other
Livdian states

The general election of last November,
which replaced Rajive Gandhi as  Prime
MiIngzster wath V.P.Smgh, highlighted = the
fmghtening mise ol communal polibes. The
chicf victima wemn: Muslims, who make up less
than ten percent of India. Vicious fighting took
place in the styte of Bihar, leading to hinndreds
of deaths, A ¢lear part of the esponsibility lies
gl the doop of the Congress Paty, which
despite its electoral defeat b= stlll led today by
Rajiv Gandhi.

The Congress Paity is widely credited with
having deliherately stirred up the old Hindu-
Muslim dispute over the Hubn Mosque. The
Maosgue, constructed X years ago on the site
of an tmportant Hinde temple, has becone a
symbolic (ocus for Hindo chayvinism, There
have hesn duzens of battles over

It i= an unpleasant fact thal communalizsm
has heen prowing in Indin over the last few
years. Ax populist communalist forces have
grown, st the working class movement has
declined, Landlonds, mligious leadem, busi-
ness inferests ind criminal clements have all
played the communal card when il suils therr
inlenesis,

There is a crying need for mass struggle
against communalism — but the form that this
struggle should take is still not clear. Recent
history has shown that perinds of heightened
class struggle push commuonaliem  into the
hackground, but only for it (o come cresping
back. It i= no coincidence that in the Com-
numist-controlled state of West Bengal, com-
munalism bas been kept at bay. Seculans=ation
is an imporant task of the bourpeois
democratic revolution which has remained on-
completed in India

MNevertheless, bourgenis democracy, which
was integral o the nse of the national move-
ment, has deep social roots in India: even the
BJP accepts in theory the need for seculinsm.
For example, in left-dominated Caleutta, the
BIP put forward the slogan ‘Bgual treatment

for all, provileges for none’. This: slogan is
designed 10 agitate against positive  dis
crmination, but in onder 1o be accepiable, the
slogan has to take a democratic fom,

The BIP also call — again superdicially in
the name of equality — for the end of the
limited degree of astonomy possessed hy
Kashmir. The acroad content of this call is
anti-Muslim, It wopld give Indian Hindus (he
right to buy land in Kashmir, conflictmg wath
the national identity of Kashmuns and rein-
forcing the idea of India as a basically Hindu
nation,

The popular secessionisl uprisings in Mus-
lim Kashmir have been fuelled by the disputes
over the Babri Muosque. Prime Minister Singh
and his Januta Parly will atiempt to deal with
the uprisings by repression,

The meactionary response of Singh and the
Janula Dal to the mobilisations in Kashmir
shows that the longer they ame in office, the
more closely Janata Dial are likely 1o resemble
the Congress Pany they defeated. An alliance
with the Congress Party or parts of il i= on the
cards.

Oliver New

the sile, stretching back to the six
teenth ceniury.

Gandhi's Congress Paty has
tricd 10 esvalate this and ofher
Intent digpules as a manoeve to
maintain political support, I wis
similar  cynical  behaviowr by
Raiiv's manther Indirs o few yelrs
agn which exncerbated the com
mumal conflicts in the Punjah:

Inslead ol saving its skin, the
Crngress 'y saffered 3 heavy
defest m MNovember, which has
now heen meinforced by the sate
elections. Many Muslims who had
traditionally suppeerted the Cob-
gress Party defected (o the sue
cesiful oppositon alliance, the
Matieonal Front, But in reality, the
hands of the National Front are no
cleaner than those. of Congress,
either in relation 1o the issme of
ot the other
mvain electinn issee, comuplion.

The Mational Front includes
the Hindu chauvims BIP, along

communnlism  of

u-ﬂm'umm

lrmmhammr:ﬂ hgtn

with V_P.Ringh’s Tanata Dal and
the two Tndian Commuomst Par
ties. Singh needs. the hacking of
thie left and the newly hoosied
BHIP to keep hix Parlinmentary
majnrity
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Good Education For All ?

Labour’s classless policies
for schools

Educanon is a vote-loser
for the Turies.

A meceol  opinion  poll
(The (Guardian 15-2-90)
showed education 1o be
the second most impor-
tat policy issue, afier
health. 435 said Labour
‘had the best educabion
policies”, as against 27%
for the Tores

What are these opimons
based on? Some of the
mylhs popularised by the
Tory press did not com-
mand support. For example,
in & recenl survey parents
did nol express particular
concem  shool  teaching
methods, the curdcnlom
and pupils’ hehaviour, On
the other hand, there was
wide support for some of the key policies in
the 1988 Education Act According o a recent
survey of parents {Times Educational Supple-
ment B,12.89), though only jost over half had
heard of the naticaal cormcolum, 9 oul of 10
approved. Ablainment targeis for each age
group were approved by 94 percent.

The overriding reason, in spile of this, {or
the lack of confidence in Tory education
policy lies in the real expeniences thal purents
hawe hiad of education under Thatcher — above
ull experiences of cuts. Crumbling schools,
shorages of books, children seal home be-
canse there aren’t enough teachers all offer
tangible confirmation of the general adea that
education iz not mafe in the Tores' handg,
whatever the benefils that City Technology
Colleges might provide [or the few. { Addilion-
al evidence, again contrary io the popofar
press, is in another survey published in the
TES (5.5.8%) which showed s huge gap be
tween public regurd for teachers — among the
mast highly respected groups in society, thied
only to doctors and the police — and public
perception of the govemment’s rcgard for
teachers — bottom with 4 percent),

For the Tories, who have invested so much
political capital in radical education reform,
this is a disaster which will not be tumed
around by the turhulent experiences of the 1m-
plementation of the 1988 Act in the coople of
years before the next elevtion.

However it docs nol represent any une-
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Are they oniy being educated for ‘the market"?

guivocal suecess for the left, A bedrock of
support for compreliensive education, liberad
teaching  methods and  adeguate  funding
provides the busis [or resstunce 1o Tory sl
tacks. But it i5.not enough even to moark oul
the stating point Tor a soecalisf polibes ol
education. This must begin [mem the wnder-
standing thal the working class has on inlerest
in ciocation which s fundamentally  incom-
patible with that of capitul

This hame concepiion is entirely absent
from the Labour Pady's altemative to Tory
education policy: On the contrary, the central
theme ul Good education for all? (GEFA), the
education section of the Policy Review docu-
menl adopted at the 1989 LP confercnce, is
precisely that education for social justice and
edocation for capitalist economic development
go hand in hand,

This recalls the thetoric of the heyday of
Labour’s educational reformism in the 1960s,
when the pools of wasted ability had 1o be
channeled into the ‘white heat of the tech-
nological revolution”. Twenty-five years later,
Wilsom s vision has been superceded by the
challenge of {992, but the guiding principle
remaing the Rame.

As Neil Kinnock pul i, replymg to Tooy
Benn during the Labour Parly NEC debate on
the Policy Review, the murket economy was
the system we lived in, and we had to ‘muake it
work more efficiently, more [airdy, monre suc-
cessfully in the world market place’. {(Cam-
paign Group News, May [989)

Thiz aim 15 the
dominant theme of
GEFA. The
that
education proposaly

Wiy
Latwwr's

are povemed by (he
BOONOMIC  mpeT-
tive s ilustrated
cleady in the sec-
tion  hegded  The
challenge  af  the
Far
Ue

meilleminm.

lromm being
Lo - swakted
soctalist miltenium,
the:  fulure
defined m perms ol
changes

it is

the
worklome o mect
the challenge of the
Single Marker.
There  is no
mention of any of
the preat issues thal move young people
terday, the epvironment, disarmument, povery
i the hwinian
rights, issues of gender and mee, empowering

underdeveloped  countnes,
the powerdess. The notion of cducation as
Frumeipatory wnd liberating is almost entirely
sheenl from GEFA. There are refemences to
the [unction ol education in ‘the estahlishment
of moral values”, and to the siny of being ahle
o “parlicipaie; fully o 8 more democratic
soctely’, but this iy very much & subordinate
and token theme m GEFA.

There is no suggestion anywhers in GEFA
that the econonue mpertive might be incon-
tradiction with the quality of peaple’s lves, o
with moral values, or other aspects of
socicty's functioning: There is no netion that
there maght be even a depgree of tension be
tween the demands of industrial and commer-
cial profitability and even the modest am of
fairer socicty, let alone thal social justice may
reguire pupils (o be offensd o sel of educatinn-
al experiences distinclively dilfercnt from
wihiat exists (that, for example, i moy citail a
radicil mppraisal of "school knowledge' and
of relationships with  leachers and instilu-
tions). NMowhere 15 there any suggestion cven
ol a cnlical appmach, let alone ope that e
based on distinctively socialist, feminist and
ecolmpcal ponciples

It ir as though the positive experences,
particularly of antiracist and antizexist teach-
ing, of the [980s had never taken place, The
document, in the section headed "Multi-racial
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education’, acknowledpes that ‘discrmine
tiva, based upon clazs, sex and mee, prevent
equal access 1o edumational opportumity”, Bu
there are no sections on gender and olass,

The ‘only measure propossd on gender in
the schonls 18 a bmad and balanced national
currulum which will provide ‘equal leaming
uppodtunities for botli boys and girds'. On
rawe, e dooument says schools must be wen-
sitlve to etluic minonty caltil needs apd
pspitarions, with the implication that this will
be: sufficient to redoce inequality of achieve-
menk Aneffective challenge to inequality en-
tails seemg class, gender and race o lerms of
social relationships, oot indices of disad-
vantage, It entalls a radlcal reappraisal of all
aspects of schialing, and it entals subsiantial
XL res0urce

The absence of the potion of education for
emancipalion and the explicil weeptance of
the interests of capltal as the yordstick of
eduvation policy places GEFA on the same
terrain as Tory edocation thinking, GEFA dis
tinguizhes itself from Tory cducarion policies
in claiming to provide beiter answers than the
Tones have (o the needs of o modemizing
Bntish capitalism facing the challenge of
1992,

The key conmbution that éducation can
uiakee 1o the task of making British capitalism
more competitive 18 providing a better sdu-
cated and trained workforce, That reyuires
sume sgalilaman measunss, in arder Lo create a
more  effivienlt. menlocrucy, teducing the
obstacles which prevenl some competing on
equal  terms by  grester umversality of
provision: from an expansion ol pursery
provision, L e abolition of gmammar
scheols, o wider access o ligher education

It wlso means the renovation of (619
education and trining, besed on the medel of
the most ssccessful capitialist economy . in
Eurrpe, Wesl Germany. And il means some
limited measures Lo medoce. inegushty {or
working-class; bluck and female pupmls and
atudentz. But because il 18 an egalitananism
that 18 hamesied 10 and deflined by the inter-
este of copital and Aed seldically emancrpatony
goals, it wall potually have very Tiltle effect on
inequalities which are the prodoct of social

relarionehips of oppression, mnted precizely |

i the dominenes of those seme inlercsts,

o which
Labour shares the Tory sgenda was given by i
jpint press conference held in Febroay by
Edpcation Secretary MacGregor and opposi-
tion spokesperson Jack Straw on the issue of
citizenshig training. It might be thought thot
this is vae lesue on which Labour bas some-
thing distinctive tosay. Yel, according 1o e
Crisgreltarm £ pepo:

‘Mr Suaw could be seon wiclding a med
pen over his speeich ag be lstened to Mr Mat-
Giregor wlling the conference of the need 1o
tradn pupids 1o become the pood citizens of
tomomow, He needed to change whut he had
written because it was s0 clogsly U ugresment

An indicanon of the extent
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with the minister.”

The Tones have ruli-
cally reshaped how
school education is con
trolled, by a ecomhination
of  centrulisslion  of
power B povernment
and devolation of certain
powers (o govemors and
parenig, al the expense of
LEAs. How docz the
Labour leadership
propose to deal with this
izsue?

GEFA promisez a
new  parnership  with
LEAs, largely restoring
their previous role. The
increazed  powers  that
have accrued to the DES
under the Tories will ap-
parently  be  Jarpely
retained, many of them
exemised through a new
Education Stundanis
Couneil. At school level,
GEFA speaks of Parenrs
i partmership, ‘Parents
are & comerstone of a
schonl’s spocess and &
pupil s progress”. Labour
will give more nghis of
information and access
1 paredits, more support
oy parenl governors, and encourage LEAs 1o
estahlish complaints procedures. GEFA i
coriopzly silent on what changes it may make
in the Tordes" system of Local Management of
Schools (LMS).

This i= hardly a radical vision of popular
democratic involvement in edueation. nder
Tory LMS parents: bave two key mles. As
‘consumers’, they can exercise choice in the
education madket place and thus cxen market
pressires on the schools, Thmugh poverning
bodies they can directly influcpce schoal
policy on certain marers.

Laboor's altemnative misy reduoce the im-
pact of the edocation market, and we welcome
that, bat it does not replace 11 with & genuine
extension of direct democratic procedures in
education, Rights of ndividual infonuation
aml imvolvement by pirents in their schools
ure important, bul they neesd to be comple-
mented by measures thal transfomm govemning
bodies under LMS intn effective instruments
of enllective Incal demouracy

There s a necd (o restore cemain powers of
planming apd provison to Local Edication
Aulhnrities, bhut they equally need 0 he
demncratised, =0 thel procesRes of conmwli-
ation and negotiation are instimtionalised and
eifective. At povemment level we need, nnt a
govermnment-picked  Edocation  Standards
Cpunell with no popalar moots bot o powerful
consufiative body mepresentative of all the
vannus micrest-groups in education.

lpigirhy

If you sducate your kids

il r o

right, lﬂljrglwlpmlﬁf

GEFA is notably cautious shout money. It
simply says that “The Labour Party is com-
mitied to increased investment”, Yet even the
modest reforms it proposcs will require a very
large increase in spending. For example,
GEFA says thal more tcachers are nesded:
classes are too big, leachers don't have
enough tme to help individual pupils or Huise
with parents, pay is too low. “The result is un-
derachievement in the classroom'.

Again, the document says that its aim s
that “all three snd four year olds diould have
the right to numiery education’, These are vital
alms, but no specific commitments are given
i the document os o their realisation |
Previons experence haz repeatedly shown
how Labour’s promized reforms have been
undermined by o fmlore o make the money
avallabls to put them propedy info practice,
0 laymp the gmund for a subsequent back-
lashi [rom which the Tories have benefitied.

Discussion of 8 comprehensive allemative
ey Lahour’s policy is currently under way in
the Sncialist Movement®s Bducation Working
Group, m which & number of members of the
MUT s Socialist Teachers' Alliance are in-
wirlved.

The allcmative will be finalised at a day-
schonl on 22 September in Notlingham wnd
then fed into the Socialist Movemenl ils=Il. A
resolution on education is also being drafied
for Labour Party Confersnce.

Richard Hatcher
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Tory plans create another fine mess
Colleges in crisis

The Thatcherte plan for higher educa-
tion (HE) is in cris. A scheme seek-
ing 1o serve Lhe short term needs of in-
dusiry and at same Gme (o attract
double the present pumbers of sto-
dents, 1t 15 intrinsically riven with con-
tradiciions.

The aim iz to produce a wirkforee that
is comphant, hardworking, and gualified
for the mmediate needs of indusiry: all
this without the govemment investing in
the longer term  needs of cducation or
providing students with financial suppori.

The Tories themselves are moking il =

impossible o meet their target of 509 in-
crease in student nombers in the next 25
yoars. They are restiicling oscoess and
slashing educational funding al o bme
when there i= o demographic shonfall of
18-24 year olds, which puts a prémiom on
ttracting and offering easier access 1o HE
for sections who a1 present make least use
of if.

Since 1979 the Tory government has

pushed the cost of HE onto students and Architect of chaas: Kenneth J'

parents — culting £36 million in benefils
to students between 198386, Mow with the
loans Bill going through the last padiamentary
stages, stodents face the abolition of the full
prant and the introduction of top-up leans, and
the luss of housing benefit and income sup-
port. This:is & losz of around £1,300 per year
for many students, and that's before your poll
tax bill lands en your deorstep or a top-up fee
is imposed.

1t iz lodicrous (o claim that this will lead 1o
anything but decreased uccess, restricting HE
o un even namower group of siudents than al
present.

Even the Times Higher Educatton Supple-
ment sated that “No amount of dissngenuous
thetoric about students paying (actually bor-
powing) their way thovgh college can dis-
guize the true sffect of this Bill, which will he
toingreas dependence and decrease access™

The removel of housing benefit has further
implications. It means that study in London
hecomes virmally Impossible — and already
applications to London are static companed 1o
a sharp lnerease i applications to northem
colleges. This has led the colleges to a policy
of demanding higher prades for enlry —
which i syueezing out yet pore working class
atudents.

cial support, will vote with their feet, and stay
aAway,

A pecent report by the Institute of Man-
power Smudies states that a dramatic opening
of acoess to HE is required if student numbers
are gomg to double in the next 25 years.
“The number of 18 year olds with ‘A" Levels
must expand by 50%: a further 50% of work-
ing class stndents must gain *A’ Levels: as
My Widnen as men must participate and ma-
ture students must e by 508", 1L concluded
that without a major shift in policy this was
unlikely to sevur especially with the introdoc-
Lo of loans.

Thatcher Taces further problems wath the
leans scheme. In the [oce of students end stu-
dent unions teking oction and withdrawing
their bank accounts the banks have pulled out
of the scheme. And it has been revealed that

| the scheme won't hreak even unil the year

The conttadictions are clear. The Tories |

want education to be govemed by the market
and po slole mopey to assist i\ long-lerm
developmenl. Yel if colleges go to the wall, or
fail to provide choice of conrses and guality
ethucation, then many students, wath no finan-
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2050 and will cost £667 million to introdoce!

Thers is another problem. When given a
choice, students consigtently choose arts and
social science conrses rather than engineering,
even when enticed by the carrot of financial
sponsorship. People go to great lengths Lo-seli-
fund PhDs in English, courses. which even
with lack of public funding e oversub-
seribed, whersas PhDs in enginesnng, with
guaranteed funding, go unfilled.

The Todes consistently fail 1o understand
that the only way to increase participation in
HE iz= to make it accessible to all. Tn the first
ingtance this means providing a hiving grant

for all 16-19 year olds because the
majority of sudents drop oul ol this
stage: Also funding for mature students
0N LCCESH  CDOTRCE - )R ".-'“'al a8 15 'u"l.l:"
restructunng of the archaic “A" Lavel

All this plus a nop-means tested
grant with trve| allowances mstead of
our presenl underfunded scheme is the
ooly way to radically increase student
numbers and make education available
to all who wish to enter il

The pavatization of the polytechnics
i already resulimg in money problems,
They are forced to compete and bid for
students as commodities — and guality
has gone out of the window, 1L has
resulted in taking larper numibers of [ee-
paying students, especially overssis st
dents paying exhorbitant fees, and out-
ting resources per student,

A matenals levy has been introdoced
for most arls studentz — 10 other words
a top-up fee. This June the universitles
are poing down the same path and there
are serious worties aboul academic
standards being maintained There arc
fears of cuts in stodenl representation
and the number of conrses on offer — also the
exploitation of overseas students,

Tapanese art at the School of Cnental and
African Studies has already heen privafsed
— there iz no longer acvess In Japancse an
education in this country for ordinary snidents,
Even the hig universities such as Oxford and
London are in a financial crisis with London
expected to levy a £250 top-up fec o all so-
dents before the end of the year!

The MNUS while trying o fight the
government's propossals is ftsell in crisiz. lis
leaderstiap  has bowed 1o the philosophy of
new realism and has drgged its feet over sto-
dent demunds for mass action. It failed 1o or
gonise notional acton when  the  student
radicalisation first demanded It, and only o
ganised a demo in Glasgow and then London
when pul under enormens pressuse.

This year's NUS elections ses a real
danger if the left does not umite tn defest the
right Cosmo, a slonist independent with a
fake lefl face stands n chance of winning the
presidency if past form of divisions on the
hard left is repeated.

Socialista should vole for the left, and
transfer to NOLS,

The goal must bea leadership committed
to building a mass campaign in defence of free
education and againg the Tory loans: There 18
a lot of support out there waiting to be won|

Louise Holloway
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Primary
lessons
in
fighting
racism

Where it Really
Matters

By Debbie Epstein and
Alison Sealey.
Published by and
available from:
Development
Education Cenire,
Selly Oak Colleges,
Bristol Road,
Birmingham, B29 6LE,

Reviewed by ELEANOR
SCHOOLING

The Fducation Reform Act was
never intended 1o overtly ban
anti-racesl Bducation. Irwas
mome subile than that, Backed by
puhlic jibes gganst anti-racist
maths, and appeals téall die
worst instincts of certain white
parents, whe found it easy
scapegoal, the Education Refom
Aot has vahidated the “retuen to
traditional fomms of education”

Mot nnly the praditionad
hrigade, hut "wobblers as well
thiose wha went adong with wild
racist edocation when it was fei-
dy.are now saymg they don’t
hiave time for il any more,: But
antl racist educabon 1s not a sub-
pects it ig s pveral] approsch 1o
temhing

Teathers who remain in
education under thiz new
framewnrk have a responsibility
o centinue o develop this vital
part of chitdrens school ex-
Tenence.

Where it Keally Martors by
Dehbie Fpatein and Alison
Sealey 1= a highly. uselful book be
cause it rrats ibell o e cirreait
develipments in tie light of the
ERA. Subtitled "developlig mwiti
racist edocation i predominant
ly white primary schools" it

concenbraies on ote of the main
jrroblems with rcism, the af-
e of the while majonly.

For many people ant-racist
cducation meant raising the
achievement of Black pupils by
integrating theirculture into the
currieulunn. The anthors chal-
lenge this notion with a brilliant
example of an exchange hetween
a white English person, who has
emigrated to another planct, and
the teacher from this planet.

The helpful teacher explains
she is starting volunfary English
¢lasscs dunng the dinner break,
Momiz danecing after schoal, the
English children could do an as-
sembly on Guy Fawkes, and..
“We'd like to invite the English
mothers o make fish and chips
... for a culturl evening’, She s
also really keen onexplaining
abaut ber "Cluistian cannibalistic
rituals’,

Whiat stands out about this
besok i theat 1L i5 not a dey
thedgretical work: itis moted in
the expenence and good practise
ol pnmary schools, It secems so
nbrvions that antl-racesnt must go
deeper than the moralishc ap-
prodch thut resulted has been
reen ar onc of the contriboting
factors to the murder of Ahmed
Adlahin a Manchester school in
1987, Awthoritinan teachers tell
g children how awfol they are
for being racist can make the
whole isme backtire so that

racist abpge iz pan of thewr regis

SOCIALIST OUTLOOK no 23, Apnil 1980

It Is vital thet racism Is nipped esry In the bud
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tance Lo authorty.

Debbie Epstein and Alison
Sealey devole a large pant of the
honk (o the ethos of the school.
Without respect for each child,
how can we tell children to have
reapect for black people? That 1s
what munediately appeals to
some white paurents worst fears,

If a school (s an biviting and
rewarding place for children,
therr parcnts and thelr teachers. it
has an cffect on all the in-
dividuals in the school. There
was i fune when some people ar-
gued that the major cause ol
black undei-achievement was
poor self-imuage. What this book
does i< 1o demonstrote the sig-
nificance of self concept for all
the individuals in the school.

The whole book s based on
“hiow todo it”, ool in a presenp-
tive form, bul by exuample and
discnssion. Primary education ix
sfill firmly moted in the the prac-
tise of active leaming. This is the
principle that a child can only
learn by positively engaging
with the curniculum,

It shows ways imto the issues
of raciem through the use of
gender and age, thereby provid-
ing an opening for white children
Lo consider the positien of people
who are familiar lo them before
MoVILE o (o fake on issies of
race, It is particubarly significant
that the authors choose examples
of conversations with very
young children becatss muny

: ‘:1.'_‘ ' f"*

people still deny razism has any
effect on children before about
the age of 7.

In a conversation with a
mixed race three year old. abowt
u photograph of some black
children, the child says “Idon’t
like them hlackic ones’, and later
she denies being black ar all,

Children need to begin 1o die
cuss all kinds of issues al a very
early age: they often tuke on
very sophisticated arguments on
a whle range of izmes, like
obedience to adulls under any cie-
cumsiantes,

The alality 1o jackle ideas,
{eelings, principles begins very
carty and adult recognition of
this can help children decentre,
io empathize with others, Il we
wal until a child 15 2 or [{band
being deliherniely racist, itis
miuch more dif ficult to give them
the tools 1o snalyse theirand
olhers’ feclings. A cary way
intor this is through most
children’s obsession with fair
ness.

This book i3 very useful fora
wide range of people — for
teachers who want ideas, for
schools who want 1o develop
their anti-mavist pactise, for
teacher educalons who want Lo
challenge rucist teachers, or for
moyone who witnts (o concretel y
understand how o take up these
ERITE
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Deep

Ecology:
the politics
of despair?

Anyone familiar with the wril-
ings il Edward Goldsmith, or
whi saw his Fragile Earth
presentalion, could not have
failed o notice the energy and
passwn with which he presented

us with hiz vision of paradise: Be-

tope

The inhabitants of Ectoma
live in a communal; pre-in-
dusirial society, in complele har-
muony with namre {Gaia).
Guldsmith claims to draw in-
spiration from Gandhi and a
whule host of “traditional
cullures’.

With evelutionary zeal Mr
Goldsmith points the acousatory
finger at “muliinationuls’,
‘povemments” and the World
Bunk as culprts and co-con-
=pitakors in Lhe catastrophic
destruction of many of the
waorld's evosysiems.

He claims that “development”
and ‘industnalisation” have beer
responsinle for the horrendous
eonsequences of debt and de-

pendency of many “Third World’

countries: He rightly points (o
arany of the massive problems
facing homamity: global wami-
ing, rapid deflorestation,
witespread famine, amd inwreas-
ing desertification, thal threaten
our glohal fulure. He shows how
lconceived and farge reale
development projects have nfien
caneed wide-spread and long-
temy suffenng for many mullions
of people, whilst the benefits of
this development are directed
towards Lhe few.

The answer according to Mr
Goldsmith, is simple: we must
de-tndustrialise snciety, and
retam to stability and nature.
This is the path to Ectopia, But,
let us louvk a little deeper. What
we are bemng offered is alempt-
ing misture of revolutionary
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change and deep cog- B9
scrvatism. Az an eol-
ogy, this has some
interesting historical
pazallels.

According to Mr
Goldsmith: ‘Man (=ic), when or-
ganised into & vemacular society
and when ohserving the tradition
al laws nl lis sociely, as they
have been by untold penerations
ol his ancestors, is an integral
part of Gaia. Such societics have
co-evelved with the ecosystem
sons to fulfill their differentiated
lunctions within its hisrarchy,
They therehy contribute (o her
overall stability and are subject
taall the laws poveming life
processes on Lhis planet”,

He also says: “The most fun
damentsl ecological knowledpe
i5 aguired through mtuitien”, and
that ' Ecology 15 emotionul’, For
him, “"Gatan systems are or-
gamsed o lorm o hierarchy o
homearhy’, mand therelore: *Man
when organised into the nsti

Lions that are essential to the tech-

nosphiere is no longer a member
of the vemacular society, norin-
deed of the Gaian hicrarchy”’

Progress that is technological
i trinsieally antl-evolutionary,
and wiy anatliema to living within
the 'Gaian hisrarchy”, We have
created a surrogate waorld that is
usnrping the natural wasdom of
the cosmos., and nbvinosly, we
a5 human beings are paying the
price.

Such ideas can be compared
with another ideology that has, al
times, coptured the popular im-
agl."ikl.ll.'l] N Yanous counines,
with dizastrous consequences. It
started with the Eurmopean
Romantic tradition. This fradi
tion looked Lo the ‘natural, or-
ganic community” as described
by Tonnies. This was taken up

i e
Is this Ectopia? Or jusi 8 bunch

L

enthusiastically by Fische and
Hegeder, who looked back fo
medicval times when everyonc
lived in & natural, stable and or-
dered hiemrchical socicty, where
everyone knows their place’.

Increasingly, the irrational, in-
tuitive component of “human
nalure’ was seen s the doving
[omee of human behaviour,
*Commumnity, was therefore a
sale, raditional, bumane and in-
timate existence, where the ills
of ilustnalimation had no
ploce". It was a popolist vision ol
hesven on carth.

The eopeept that held this
together was that of the Volk, On
s pypuadar feved, the Volk could
simply mean “the people’, but on
the ahatmact level it conld mean =
‘mystem of abaplole valoes, im-
mutable metaphysical idea of
peoplehond’. Between these two
meanings there was much room
o ambagrusty, and sven mxem for
a mystical interpretation, giving
(for those with the ntuition) ac
cess to the “innermost will of
R

The final (and most success-
ful} synthesis of these views and
social Parwinism was made hy
Hackel, and represented what
has been referred to as “proto
Mozl volkism®. This new syn
thesis prided itself on the
mipdemily of it views ad laid
the foundations for Ue National
Soculist duclrine,

The most extreme interpreta-
ton was developed by Hitler,
whn took Social Darwinizm to
its logical extreme: the mce war.
Hitler s fulluwers helieved thal
indpstrialisation bad polhing to
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capitalist pigs?

affer them, and they folowed the
politics of mass derpair, an or
ganised tyrenny of imationadlty
againg the mind. As Saoer
poinled oul: *Since the process
of industriaiisation as a whole
was irresislable, the existence of
viyilisstion is mexincohly bound
o ik Facist revoll against im-
dustnalisation musl, therefore,
Lum agmnst cyvilisahon too’,

According to Hitler, there
was o ‘natur hietarchy® ol
races, und o “ntural hemarchy’
witlin the race as well, with the
Fuhrer at itshead. Cotncidental
ly, and eonveniently for Hitler,
he and the Fuhrer were oneand
the same.

Throughout the whole of *67
Prnciples’ conceming “The
Way', nod npce does Gobdsnuh
menton democrecy. Indeed in
principle &1 ke states:

"I a Homeolectic rociety, the
units of politizal activaty, like
those of economic amd lech-
nofopical activities coimncide with
the natoral social groupngs, the
family, the community, the
soceity itsell. There are no {or- [
mal msliluions or govemients.
The clders, and in some cases the
chicfs, are first and forsmiost
citizens — that is differentiated
menbers of the social sys-
tein. . their role being limited 1o
enforcing the tradibional Law
that which ensures social homeol- f
ty, and that whach tereby best
helps maintain the crtical order
of the Cosmos".

This synthesia of what 15 e
sentially a "Volkish™ philosuply
with envitonmental determinism
iz essentially [ascistic, Are we

e
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Pulling those

political punches

really to do withoal kidney
machines, compulers, telecom-
muwicationz... !

The middle miges wene not
spenl in an 1dylhe communiom
with malure. They were hand
times; the morality mte and the
suffering thal the commeon
people sndured weps hormen-
dous: Wirs that really Ectopia!

Do we geally linve to go
back to the ime when the forces
of namiral selection conld work
frecly on humankind? And even
if de-indnstraslization war a
valiid proposal, how would it be
acheived? There are huge
connomic and political inlemests
that would ensire that 1t did not
happen.

The Decp Foologists remain
remarkably sient on the issue
of their political programme:
They find cocroion unpalatabje
Bur while they complain bitterly
shout the presence of left
wingers inside the groen move-
ment, they say nothing about cx-
treme nght wangers — despite
the fact that the Motional Froni
has |mnched 115 own nrganiza-
tion (Green Wave

Ginldsmith s own record i3
instnictive, He founded the
miagazine The Erologist—
funded by lus yonoger brother.
Fames Goldsmith, who happens
tar be vme ol e world's bugest
Mnanciers. Fhe B0 ologo is
prnted uming tned and ested in-
durimal processes. Mr LD
Gnldamith has o telephone and
of course’ a low-tech, Tabour-in-
tensive, anti-wdustrial fax
rachiine,

When he made hiz “Fragile
Earth” programme, did he ure
teoyeled camerns and film?
When globe trotting 1o
Malaysta, 5n Lanka and India,
dre we to believe he travels by
dug-oul vanue? Ghviously not

You could call it cynlcism,
but | am sume thal Jumes
Cinldsmith has realized there
conid be a profitable (in terms
of removing competition) side
ber any attemptoal de-in-
destrialisation.

The Deep Bcolugy fejection
ol industrialisation, its world
vizw and its apocal yptic visi
of where present trends are lead
ing, muke compansons with fas
cizm Unavoidahle.

1

Born on the Fourth of
July

Film, directed by Oliver
Stone, starring Tem Cruizse

Reviewed by Adam Lent

Yietnam movies have a
paradnxical effect on the flm
makers of Hollywood,

The homific war is a subject
s weaghty in 163 miorad and lis-
toncal implications for the USA
that it always seems 1o
wiench brillizot artistic el-
forts from directors, actors
and clwematographers.

And yer, as serious al-
tempts to ndeistand the
politics of the war, aid the
syalem that caused i, e
[ilms harely even scearch the
surface.

Barn on the Fourrh of
fidy 1= ooly o very minor ex-
ceprion to this male. 1 by all
the gualities expecied of an
Oliver Stote movie: atlors
giving their utmast, war scenes
of greal besuty that somchow
maintam their traumatic iImpact,
conmstent altention to detall in
sounid anid seenc, and the
meliculoug, uncompromizing
analysi= of the lead characier’s
thomghes and smotions

Politicadly i1 s undoubtedly
an advanee oo pictures |ike The
Peer Hunter and Frafl Metol
Facket, Born un the Fourth of
fauly only pulls its political
punches: other Vietnan movies
don’t even buther to throw them
atall. Tn some ways this makes
the film even more depressing to
waluh:

One is allowed a lunt of a
radical theme — only to sem
butied under the saler, bt ol-
fimately impotent, views of
liberul America, A black hospl
Lal vrderly tebls the initially gung
her Kowak (Tom Cmijze) rorshove
ltis Veetnam “up his ass”" while
another explans that he carcs
nothing for the conflict hecause
it 443t “white man swar”,

Tl tilm also takes 3 sapris-
ing step fowiard when, through

s TE s S TR
Protestors burn drafi cards — undar Joh

Kovik's words, it sugpests that
the Vietnamess NLF waz a
bruve resistance force deserving
of victory. This was the best

political seene in the movie, cast-

ing shame on all previoss Viel-
nan fikms, which tend to show,

with implied nutrage, the
brutality of both =ides in the war
bat fismly give the edpe ou cruel
v to the Vistnameose,
Nevertheless, tiese scenes
Are munor events in comparisun
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to the overall message of the
film. This message, ltke Stope’s
Salvador, argues thal [ "we’,
(the Amierfican people) can find
it b eur hearis 1o fight the cor
mpt povemnments which betray
the grand ideals of the Founding
Fathers and the Constitution, we
can froly create a good Americs
where Vietnums don't happen.
Thie iz tost evident in a real
wimp of a scene at the end of
the Dilm. Kovik is abowl o ad-
dress the 1976 Democral Con-
venton after & loig crusade
agains the war, The weloome iy
waurm, unlike the protest he
makes carlier in the (lm at 8
Republican Convention, A
reporter asks how he feels,
Kovik meplics — to accompany-
ing shouts of "right on!™ and

nson

dramatic effect without tasing
oo oy cymical eyehrows
showes how heavily these filins
rely upon the collective any
nesiac ideology of American
andicness: it i vitally imiportant
that political parties andin-
dividual Prezidents wre seen to
be at fault rather than the systen
as awhole.

Born on the Fourth af July,
like all previous Vietnam
movies, draws its dramatic im-

I . pact [rom the

siege mentaliy
the USA has nur
tured sinoe Wiorld
Woar Two. Deapire
condemning the
“redz under the
beds syndomme ol
the fifties, it 15
only becatse of
the Laages ap-
proach that Hol-
Tywood can stll
| clhiim sl suceessiol mwovies
abuul the oecupiers of Yielnam,
and never show the Ffaces of the
vecupied. For thé same meason
Hollywood feels cominrable
making endless (ilms aboot the
whites of South Alnca.

OF conrsge e cannot deny
thal & hefry dose of micism also
plays ils part in nyauaining this
wenkness; bul miaybe with the
collapse of the Cold War, Hal-
lywood will iematively begin to
explore the ssue of Vietnam in
# more s¢nous polideal fashion,
Maybe the tiny hints of
radicalism in Stone's latest
will become miajor thematic con
cems in the Vietnam movies of
the [urure? We can only hope.

in 1967

“way to pe!”T - A Tas, 1
feel like I've come home",

Maybe 1'm too pedan-
tic:, but wasn't it the
Deanocratz, Kennedy and
Johnson, who actially
sent the US tmops into
Vietnam in the first place?

The fact that Stone
fesls this denoument will
have the reguired

We welcome letters on
any subject: but please
keep them briefl Letters
over 400 words will be cut.
Send to Socialist Outlook,
PO Box 1109, London N4
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