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Lithuania needs solidarity,

not Bush’s sanctions

It was Leon Trotsky — parodying the defeatist |ine of the Com-
munist Party — who ironically commented an the French class
struggle In the mid-1930s that ! the workers did nol resist,
the police would not have the job of beating them up. No
doubt Mikhail Gorbachev sighs In similar terms that If the
Lithuanian government and masses did not demand their na-
tional rights, there would be no need 1o impose an economic
biockade on them.

Of course the Soviet bureavcracy has immense economic
leverage over liny Lithuania, whase annual oil bill alons amounts Lo
some §700 million — far more {han its tolal $200m 2 year hard cur-
rency earnings. 3imply by remaving the previous massive (50 per-
cent) subsidies on supplies and forcing the Lithuanians to pay the
world markel price for their fuel and enargy, Moscow leaders could

quickly force the rebellious ragime in Vilnius Inte crisis. The culs in
oil supplies have been fol-

bacomes profracted. George Bush may yet cave in to right wing
pressure. and implement more draconian measures, including
sconomic sanctions against the USSH

Sacialis!s would oppose such sanclions: the type of solidarity we
call for with the Lithuanian people is working class solidarity, In op-
position to the restorationists and imperialists that Gorbachev is so
keen lo appease. And we would hold Garbachev responsible for the
conseguences of any sanctions imposed by Washingion.

Exacily how much ihe Lithuanian |eaders expected capitalist
governments to rush to their ald is not clear. What is clear is thal
while for political reasons Bush (and Thatcher) will nol, the 3¢an-
dinavian powers dare nol run the risk ol antagonising tha Sovial
bureaucracy — and in any evenl are in no economic posilion to sub-
sidise Lithuania.

it is also clear that Gorbachew's molives have nothing to do with
fears of a restoration of capilalism In Lithuania: the far- reaching

economic reforms he s

lowed in guick-fire succession
by limitalions on gas, |
eleciricity, chemicals, com-
ponents and raw materials.

Of course some of these
measures also rebound on the
weakened Soviel aconomy:
imtegration ol the Iwo
economies i 2  two-way
process and Lithuanian oil
relineries and industries play

CAn o ;
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preparing to force through in
the Sowie! Union using his
new Presidential powers run
at |east as far in the dirsction
ol capitalism as the
proposals of the Lihuanian
i leaders. Gorbachev himsell
i expacted lo propose
privalisation of up to 75 per-
cant ol industry and breach-
ing existing controls on

a role in Soviel production.
But Gorbachev's calculation s
thal a short sharp squeezs
should sutfice to lorce a sub-
slantial  retreal by  the
nalionalis! govermment, while
avoiding the more traditional
heavy-handed repressive tac-
lics of Stalin, Khruschay and
Brezhnev.

This gamble is based on &

forelgn trade to open the
door to 100 percent foreign-
owned ventures.

The pressures driving
Gorbachey  arise  from
precisely these swesping
plans far perastroika
relarms: if he is to impose
palicies thal will inevitably
generale mass unemploy-
menl (likely to rise from 2m

wh b Oees? |
S o 10 e g

shrewd estimate of the
limited commitmant of the US
and European imperialisl governments lo become embroiled in the
confronation between Gorbachev and Lithuania so long as violence
and z Tlenanmen solulion is avoided; and this has been reinforced
by statements from an unenthusiastic White House statf. As one lald
MNewsweek magazine: "We are lalking somewhers above ‘deaply
concerned” bul well below canceliation of the summit. We're lalking
relatively small potatoes™,

Even as Gorbachev's sanclions fook hold, the White House was
looking no further than cosmelic gestures lo placate right wing
‘hawks’, arguing “We're nol going lo breach Soviet airspace or chal-
lenge their control of Lithwanian ports and borders. That's a
ridiculous jdea”. It seems certain that President Bush shares
Gorbachev's wish thal the Lithuanians should give in quickly and
quietly; the US slralegists see the advaniage in lefling super-powar
diplomacy resume with Gorbachey still in charge, and the chance of
further concessions.

Whalever the White House may plan at present could well
change i the confrontation in Lithuania escalates inlo violence or
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) to 10m or more) and price in-
creases of anything from 40-
50 percent to as much as 200-300 percent, he has to impose a rigid
authority on Ihe Soviet working class. He cannot do this if rebellious
national minorities and breakaway republics are allowed with im-
punity 1o cock a snook at Kremlin control.

He also knows thal he must draw the line 2t Lithuania's
unilateral declaration of indepandence if he is to prevent a rush for
the door by other republics. Even if he were lo fake mluug ina ‘spe-
¢ial case’ formula fo get the Lithuanians off his back (taking up sug-
gestions thal as territaries annexed under 5talin in 1940, the Baltic
States should now be allowed speclal rights 1o secede), more and
more republics — from Azerbaijan, through Georgia to the Ukraine -
are looking fowards the possibility of secession and Independence,
and would be strengthened in their resolve by s retreal ower
Lithuania. -

Key among the reactionary forces pushing Gorbachev inlo t_lurd
line are the top layers of the military establishment. They point to
lhe strategic imporiance ol the Baltic cossl, bul have been par-
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EDITORIAL/UPDATE

licularly outraged by the blows le the armed lorces struck by the
Lithuanian rejection of conscription. They now claim that in some
republics less than 50 parcent of draftees called up are reporling for
military service. Gorbachev knows that the one prop he cannol dis-
pense with in his balancing act al the top s the suppor of the armed
forces. He may yet need them 1o help conlain the anger of the workers.

80 where should socialists stand? Fully in support of the right ol
sal{-determination for the Lithuanian people — up o and including the
right 1o seceds; |he massive popular suppor lor these policies has
been shown In the recenl eleclions. We support calls for infernational
working class solidarity. lor solidarity among the socialist and working
class organisations springing up in the Soviet Union, and for the most
coordinaied possible struggle by the peoples of the Baltic states
alongside oiher nalional minerities in the fight for the most basic
democralic right = 1o delermine their own future. We do this in the
coniext of opposing any resloration of capitalism, and rejecling
ufopian nafionalist schemas of sell-sufficiency (‘capitalism in a single
couniry’?). Mew economic and frading relations mus! be negotiated
with the Saviet Union on the basis of equal and soveraign nations.

We must reject the cynical imperialist line of ditching the
Lithuanians in order o preserve Gorbachev: nol only are the im-
perialists supporting him (as the leadar most likely fo make furthar
concessions al the expense ol the working class), bul even lhe
‘socialist’ case for defending Gorbachev as the ambodimen! of glas-
nost has been thrown into question by his attempis to crush the
Lithuanian national movement.

We oppose Gorbachew's atiempts fo cow the nafional movement,
and call for the withdrawal of Soviet froops and the resumpiion of nor-
mal supplies ol goods while longer-term ftrade relalions are
negotiated. In the long run, and especially afler the momentous chan-
ges which Gorbachev himsell has helped trigger throughout Eastern
Europe and the USSR, the Soviet Union cannol hope to preserve s
‘unity” by brute lorce, whether this be econemic or military: and any

attempl to do so is a reactionary measure that must be oppossd.

This does nol mean thal socialists would always argue for-a full-
scale confrontation on this issue, especially where condilions are less
than favourable: 3 serious approach to lactical timing is also important
alongside a defence of principle. The evident solid mass support in
Lithuania, and even the parallel movements in Estonia and Latvia are
not likely 1o be enough to force Gorbachev lo back down in the shord
term, and some lorm of lemporary compromise may be necessary. It
would atso be useful it the Baltic republics coordinated their efforis in
the push for national independence, and il they made clsar thal they
wanl support nol from the imperlalist govermments bul from the
workers of the Soviet Union. Unfortunately the limiled political
horizons o! the nationalist |eadership in Lithuania focts on oulside as-
sistance from the capitalist and imperialist leaders, and do not extend
to calls lor working class solidarity — or even lo working class
mobilisation in Lithuania itsell. The lentalive links that have been
made between the new governments in the Baltic states appear lo
have been al lop leval only. )

The longer-term situation oHers more hope ol allies for the
Lithusnians in their conflict with the Kremlin bureaucracy, showing
that there are more choices open than simply between an immediale
armed insurrection or a despairing appeal Tor imperialist support.

Among the first decisions of the new Moscow city council, now
taken over by radical oppositionisis, was a resolution of sympathy with
Lithuania. And 25 Gorbachey tries to crack the whip over workers in
Russia and the ather republics. the likelihood will increase of a widen-
ing erisis in which new concessions can be won.

As the illusion of Gorbachev promoting a ‘revolution from above’
disappears under a tide of increasingly suthoritarian moves. the
necessily lor a genuine political revolution from below becomes ever
more obvious. The new socialist currents now emerging in the Sovisl
workers' movement will nesd every possible solidarity from socialists
in the west as they face up to the important tasks ahead of them.

1967 ACT BROKEN

Om April 25, anti-abortionises
sgored the first victory in their
long assault on the 1967 Abor-
ton Act. MPs voted by 409 to
152 for an amendment 1o the
Embryology Bill reducing the
tme limit on abortion from 28
to 24 weeks, with cerlain ex-
coplions,

It was & defeat for women in
the strugple L leke conmol of our
bodies. amed our hives, This must
st he ohscured by the fact that it
coubd huve been much worse.

The suweome reflects a major
shift arowgu the question of abor-
tion over the last decade. While
the ‘pro-life’ organisations have
made o headway with their *life
beping 4l condeption” argument,
they have been very sucoessful a
focusing on the guestion of dme
lirnits. The aborton debate is no
lomger centred around women but
on foetuses - at what point can
they survive outside the! wamb?
[t has moved from the politeal
dormain to the scientific.

This shift is the result of many
complex factors - the decline of
the wirmen's movemenl; the as-
cendency of the right; and néew
reallsm in the Jabour movement.

This has been mirrored, 1o
some exlont, m the campaign m
defence of gbomion  rights.
Strategy has ofien been diciaied
by pirhamentery procedure and
political expediency. This, alimg
willh a pragmalic rejecton of 4
woman's right to choose a, led o
the division of the pro-choice [or-
ces between the issues of abirtion
gnd donor insamimaton (1) and
the weakening of the campargm.

To write women back mio the
aquation s the only way o win
back those MPsi, parbicularly m
the Labour ranks, who have pre-
viously been 28 week swalwuarz
but whose convictions have now
crumbled.

The attention given fo the
sbortion issue and the questien of
embryo research has obseured
anather aspect of the Rill - access
o DT and infertility reéavnents.

SOCIALIST QUTLOOK no 24, May 1990

At the third reading m the Lords,
the Governmenl imseried a clause
specifylng that no women could
be given access 1o D or mierdlity
treamments ‘unless acooust Has
been taken of the wellare of the
child who may be born as a result
of the meatment” As the Lord
haneellor said in mreduecing
this amendment the mumtion i
to prohibit access hy unmarried
wamen na pelincatly accepiable
way,
Thits the langunage amd focus 15
an the wellzre of the chuld rather

than expheoilly discrminating
against  leshians  and  single
women.  But the “wellare of the

child' has long been coumterposed
o the welfare of the womum. As
leshian mothers whin have {ost
custody cates know, judjes” view
of the child's wellsre s all 0o
often shapod by prejuedice and
suppart for the nuclenr family.
The worndmg of the clanse may
be vaguc snd open 1o int2rpreta-
than, but then so was Section 28 —
and that has been effectve In

reinforcing  sell-censorship and
bigotry. 11 is viwl that socialisis
do not dodge this issuc but ex-
pose the deology behimd it and
the effects the clause will have:

Both the ‘wellare of the child®
amendment snd the reductsom in
time limits underline the Dot that
s st now push for the Bill s
a whole w be rejected. The voue
in favowr of embrvo research
contmuing 15 the only werious
defcat suffered by the forces of
extreme teaction so far, and the
14 day ume lmit makes it at bast
Amb LS.

Il 15 crucial that the time he-
tween now and (he [inal resding
of the Rill is spent building for
the demonsraton on June Znd.
Mass mobilizaums are the ooly
way o urm This simanon around.

We must show the right that
public opinjon is not on their
side!

By Rebecca Flemming
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Hong Kong

and

hypocrisy

As expected the government
gol its bill allowmg up to
225000 Hong Kong citizens
i settle in Britain  through
the second readmyg on Apnl
19. The wvole was 313 (o
2| 6—a majonity of 97,

The hill created a splil among
both Tory MPs and Labour MPs.
The former chrman of the Con
servative: Party, Norman Tebhig,
led the opposition to the bill
among Tory MPs on the grounds
that the Wil broke the pany's
cleciien mamnifesio, which had op-
posed any large scale immigra-
ton. On Apnl 19, 44 Tory MPs
voted against the Bill while some
afsiained

The Labour Party had 1ssoed o
three line whip for s MPs w
vole  apamst the hill on the
groundds that it way elitst, umpnn
aplid &nd unworkahble. Ahow 25
Labour MPs Broke the whip by
AnsLAming.

The Labour MPs who hroke
the party line did it for a vanery
of reasons, Most of them belong
i the Spcialist Campaign Group
aned did not want W be parl of an
unholy -alhance with the Tebbn
rang by votng apamst the Bill.

Labour crtieism of the bill 15
W@ large oxteml corresl. The
government s bill will only allow
thet elite of Hong Kong 1o get inio
this country. Mare than five mil-
lion ordinary citizens of Homg
Kong would have ne chance to
get into Britain, if they should
want to, The bill s piving o
prvilege  w the  already
privileged.

But the Labour Party leades-
ship is giving no clear alternative
1 the povernment’s bill Lahour
wints o avold being specific on
what should be dene. Roy Hat-
tersley said the Labour Pary
wiruld only give passporis 1o
those whe need them. For
Labour, that means those Hong
Kong citizens who become siate-
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less. by 1997 {when
China mkes over the
British Colony) because
they cannor  become
Chinese citizens. That
only amounts woa few g
thousand.

The Labour Party cor-
rectly
government for not infro
ducing demooucy m Hong
Kong. But that is also an indirecl
critcism of former Labour
Govemnments wha did nothing to
mirodduce democratic mghts m
Hong Kong. Labour’s enticsm

cribcises

would goin some credibalty il

they announced that a Labour
government elécted hefore. 1997
would
universal sulfrage m Homg Kong,
call elections w o Gendral As-

immediately  mtroducs

sembly and respect the wishes of

the people of Homg Kong,

A fot of hypoomisy s mviplved
from all sides in the Hong Kong
debate. The governmenl only
want to give a helping hand to the
elite of Hong Kong, who { eecord-
ing o the govemmment) could §
very useful for the I’.nlll.l'.
Economy i they should chouse
oy connies Lo Hritaim,

This is in contrast with the
povernmenls  stiilede 1w the
ALK ¥iemamese boal people
living in mhuman comditions in
Hong King. Inswead of offering
these refugees Britsh passporns
the government wants o send
them back to Vietnam by force.

Simitarly, the government
(and probably also Tebbit) ac
cepts that between 50,000 and |
million racist white South
Alfricans have the right 1o saitle
down in Brtain. Not omly that
but UK immigrants’ Aslvisory
Service'alleges that the Govern-
ment 16 delberately courting
whites fearing black rule in Soulh
Africa az ideal Tory wvolers!”
(Guardian 17.4.1990)

The Labour Party's hypocmsy
15 mo  less greal than  the

povermmment'ss (f a Labour
Govemnmmen] comes Uy pawer in
two years nme, (his [aw will be
impiemented, And  lLabour s
counletposing the need for Asian
end Black e gz their
relatives mig Briwas o letting
225,000 Hong Kong cidzens into
Brniain, who have no relations in
this country, The argument s that
by accepting the 225000 the
queus will be much lemger for
everyone élsz, But thal argement
s omly real If you accopl that
feere should be & lmil om im-
MgEraton.

The Labour argument cxpises
what the Labor opposition to the
govarnmenl's bill is-=elly abouy
pecommodation 1o racisl gibludes
the efacierate, Lebour ac-
cepis the argument thal a large
scale immigration is bad for rece
refatrons herg in Brtan! Labour
w opposmg - the bill begause it
waTlls s t allowing
humndreds of thowsmmds of Chinese
people inw Rritain, Of course
Labowr is nol saving thet openly.

Farmilies

AITHATIL

bt veen a5 o

That i= where Labowr  differs
fromt Tebbil, Bur as Tebinp
Labour wanis o Siop mass im-
magration  for  racist electoral
[CEEOTLS:

That & why Labour 5 nol

predsenting & concrole altermative
wr the povernment's bill. Hard
pressed, Labour 1 willing 1o
adrit that only o few thousand
Homg Kong citizens should be al
lowed into Britain (Newsnight
[4.4.1940). That is why Labour
is mol campaigning o let the
40,000 Viemamese Boat people
in Vigmam come Lo Britain.

he Walnamese boat panp.fn in Hﬂl'l'ﬂ' Ku.ny ﬁcﬂm af hﬂlnnrhy

Mo wonder that some Labour
MPs had difficulties in followng
the Labour linc. But were these
MPs: nghi in nol voiing against
the povernment s hill? If one can
trust the press these MPs maindy
apstamed m the vore because
they did not want to make an al-
liance with Tehhit and because
Labour's alicmative vole was ah-
a1t

But surcly one cannot decide
a vote by looking &t who will be
casting the same vete, One has 1o
judge the bill om its merits—not
on who will vote for or against it.
If it 35 & bad bill one should vole
agamst it and campaign for 4 bet-
ter bl

The Liberal Democrats argued
that it is better to let 223,000
Hong Kemg ciozens imo Brizain
then mnone. The  Liberal
Dempcrats have also hesn argn-
ing thar ail 3.28 million British
Deperident  Territories Citizens’
in. Hong Kong should hove the
right to come to Britain, (That
will exelude the more than 2 mil-
lion non-British Dependent Ter-
ritorics citizens in Hong Kong
from the option of leaving Homg
Komg).

Ru by voting for the
govermment’s bill the Liberal
Democrals tissed an opporumily
for raising a campaign o let
many more Heng Kong citizens
mio Britain. A defeat of the
government's hill would give the
apportunily to debate aliermative
bills, including a Will which
grants umiversal suffrage o the
people of Hong Kong.

By Finn Jensen
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Poll Tax:
Turn anger into
trade union

action!

One of the noticeable features
ahoul the magnificent anti-
poll tax demonstmation on
March 315t was the small
number of labour movement
hanners,

The facl that the mobilisation
ant the day was =0 vast s cven
mre remarkuble considening the
oppositon o fon-payment from
the leadership of die Labour Party
and Trade Unions.

Of course many individuals
within the 1mions and the Labour
Puriy sre opposed 1o this stance,
and many mndecd are active as in-
Eividuals within the smti-poll tax
movemenl. But il i wital that
spcialists take the battle over the
poll tax deep into the hean af the
labour movemont, using 1he
sirength of mass non-pavment (o
o 50,

Within the unions, snger has
been building up over a number
of issucs relating 1o the tax. Inis
clear that the effect of the pall tax
om hvmge standards will be-a key
clement m this vear's Tound of
pay negoliztions. Many councils
have made culs 1o keep the poll
tax lower than it would otherwize
lave been and this has bean fur-
ther exacerbated by capping,
resulting in threals of major job
loszes and serious reduction in
SETV iCes in many areas.

S0 capping will have a con-
wadictory effect; not only does &t
under cut the Tones argument
that cowncils should suffer the
resulls of sewing high poll Lasxes
clectorally, but itis alse likely o
fuel further protests from the
rade unions amcl the com
munities. Ome conscquence ol
thiz, both for the Tomes aml the
unian leaderships, W5
demonstrated at NUT conference
where delepates voted to support
patiimul strike sction in defence
of jobs even though the Execurive
argued this would be secondary

action

But it & crucial that the
fight o link epposition o the
poll wex and the cuts s raken
forward. Whle the NUT
leadership did not succeed in
preventing 4 vole for acton,
they will ime the guestion of
the law o intimidale weachers
in prictise. Within NALGO
thers have been warrying
stpms with branches such as
Liverpool  demuanding  the
coumei] implements the tax for
fear that otherwise they won'L
he paidl.

Such divide snd rule toe-
tes are very remimiscent of the
dented shield policies put forweard
during the Nght against rate-cup-
ping- Itis also vitd (hat @ high-
lighting the iniguities of capping,
the leddership of the relevant
unions are nol allowed o ditch
those  branches  [ghting
which tesult not rom cappimg 1t-
sel but [rom the actions ol coun-
cils who have made cuts precisaly
w avoid cappmg. This will be-

ouls

come inereusmgly mporiaml as 4
lerge mumber G suthorilies adopt
such laclics innext vear's budpet
making,

Im the same way as it is tmpor
wnl o fight for wmons o
mobiiise against thee tux, 10 vitel
that the anti-poll tax movement
takes up the questom of cus. Tn
authorites that have besn capped
this will be easier, but again the
argument must he clearly put avar
cuts: which are [Jess dinecdy 4
mesult of the o ms, This soraggle
will ‘be crucial in mobilisng the
cambined stremgeh of the umions
and the anti-poll 14x movement in
defediing all these aitacks: om
working class living standards,

Thé tax hax other implications
for trade umomists. Many workers
have been asked 1o pass on con
fidental mformation that they ac
guire 1n thie course of their jobs (o
the Conmmimity Charge Regsird-
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Potsntial trade ynion support H_BS shown on TUC Poll Tax deimo

tion  (Jfficers o compile the
repisters.  Warkers  in
governmen! who are responsible
for collectim of the tax dre con-
cermed that imsuffictent stafling,
pay  amd  training 15 being
provided By thetr emplovers,
Actiom has bheen taken by u
nimber of CPSA wmd NALGO
branches over these ssues, The

Jncal

possibility of arrestment of wages
oof these not paying thie tdx s like-
[v 10 mizet widespresd opposition
from diverse groups of workers
amel make 11 possihle o win action
ggemsl the tds M miny new
areas, The viclimizulien of Class
War supporier Andy Murphy by
Hackney Council in the aftzrmath
of Teafalzar Square 15 another
tzsue thal should be mken serious-
Iy within the umons, bolh 1o it
o right and as possibly an m-
dicaton of thimgs 1o come

Tha fight to wm palicy in sup-
peert ol noe-implementaton is Im-
pisrtant. but in practice what will
be decisive 5 nal the policics
(himiselves but aclual grosps of
WOTKETs 1akmg action ggamsat the
tax,

Within the Labour Party, Kin-
nock s not having everything his
owni way., Up and down the
country Labour counciliors, hoth
in majority groops and in opposi-
tion voled against implementatiog
of the tas. And as Laboor cpun-

decizions

cils are faced with
aboul pursumg thoss who refuse
i pay there i a real potentzal thal
this opposition can be broadened
and smengihened. The amempt (o
expel those within the party who
are supporing and building cam-
paigns of mass nom-payment is
pathetic when il is clear that it is
muss  dnger -agamst the tax that
gan sink: Thatcher and her Mag-
ship.

Chppestuon 1o such witchunis
needs o be built, not only n the
party ielf, but mome generally
amongsl poll tax activisls and 1o
the vmioms. The example of those
wards mnd  constdmencies  thal
have fought the local elections on
a ptatform of non-payment needs
o be foblowedl es wadely as pos-
stble in the run up 1o the Genesal
elechon.

That way lhere iy 4 passibility
of winning aclivists [rom the anti-
poll tax movement o the Lahoue
Pary and s sirengthemmg e
fight agmnst new tealism. The
Labonwr  Party  Secialist  Con-
ferenec in May intends to make
opposttion W the tax, and o the
mealy-mouthed  words  of e
leadership om the guastion one of
the key planks of its campaign (o
rebuild the left in the am up to
the goneral electon

Theresa Conway
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Teachers chalk

up a victory

In education, as 13 clearly the
case almost everywhere alse,
the Tories plans are clearly
faltering. Thatcher 15 on the
retreat on a number of 15sues;
the nauonal curmeulum; test-
ing and teacher appraisal,
the conext  of  Leacher
shortage: and the general lack
of resources availuble w lund
the  Tors reaclionary
programme, AL the  Annul
Conference of the Nauonal
Union of Teachers held at
Easter in Boumemouth, the
mocd of delegales showed a
readiness w fight

Loeal Menagement  of
Schools (LM3), the comersionc
af the Tores” Edecsiion Belorm
Act, will resullin massive threals
W secyrily of lenure, for many
teachers. Heads and povemning
bodigs will have the power to
sack  teachers  they  cammor
“affoed” (or sunply don't want to
amploy) and will nat have (o re-
amploy “surplus’ teachers from
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another school In the authonne il
they have vacancies.

With LMS beginning now, m
some areas, threas of rsdundan-
cles may soon beeome a reality
In the light of this dclegsles
vinted for an emergency motmn
callimg For nutiongl strike action
it docal agtion was unable to save
teachers jobs. Swalinists and “ex’
stalinists desperately ried to ap-
pase this move, on the grounds
that 1t would gonsttle ‘sepon-
dary action' ({ieachers. being
empioved by the LEA gr school
rather than the governmentl,
After the vote, the NUT's nation
al solicitar was wheeled out and
the leadership announced  that
thiey wiould . pot mplement the
new pohicy,

There were other policy suc-
cesses, Conference voted for &
poleniial boyeolt of the Tones'
netional lestiimg scheme, and for
industrial action if the gonditiens
of ‘service of primary leachers
were  undermuned by head
teachers, -and over the less of

negitating rights. The leader-
ship omly narrowly seraped home
on therr plans for a Special
Sataries Conference. After the
debacle of this year's salary
curmpaign,  many  delegaies
wanled o decide on g plan of ac-
gon. Cm the other band, motions
oo support [or non-payment of
the Poll Tax -and affiliation to
Time 1o Go were ruled ‘our of
order’, in  mclivem to lepgal
ohstacles.  erected by the
burcuucracy, the NUT sull has
um antigquated rule book resmmict-
mp the areas i can Giscuss.
(Comlerence once again namowly
failed io chunge this). Hecanse of
the way the agenda was or-
gamsed, there was no debate on
the resalution on abertion rights,
calling for affiliation w STAC,
This conforenee will  be
rememberad for the annes of
General  Secretery  Doug  Me-
Avoy  an arch new reslist even
by Labour Party standerds who
openly apposes medustrial actom.
When it was clear he was head-

mg . for trouhle on
iMS & vicious
witchunl was pur-
sued, with the help
of the National

Press AgEINEL
MUitans supporter
Amita  Dickinsom,

recently elected o
the umon's Nation-
al Executive.

The influence of
Milirant tn the NUT
is small and ther
comrades generally
participate in the
Socialist Tcacheors
{STA),
which invelves far
left growps, inde-
pendent class strug-
ple mulitanis, and
the Labour left The
STA can  muster
over 100 delegates
at Conference but
its support strelches
way beyond this, Tt and the
smaller Campaign for 8 Fightmg
end Democratic Union are the
forces delegations louk W 1o pro-
vide an aliematve 1o the
defeatist and increasingly mght
wing leadership. The regular
STA fringe and lunchtime meet-
ings werc bigger than ever this
year and plans are under way for
1 national salaries: mecting o
prepare for the union’s own Spe-
cial Conference m the autammn.

The NUT is the lrst of the
main union conferences s
vear, and with the smaller
NASUWT the other TUC-af-
filiated teaching union, already
having orgamsed a ome-day
strike over pay, and giving their
leadership a mandate for further
action, Thatcher's crisis can be
nzrned mie our opporunity, With
the lomg mn up W the General
Election many WUT Conference
deleguies clearly understood the
need w fight now to determine
the type of Labour government
we get Though the NUT is not
affiliated to the Labour Party the
NUT lzadership will simply try
1o ride the storm and ‘Wait for
Labour'. McAvoy's jibe aboul
elected Conference delegates mat
being n touch with their mem-
bers is  just another cymical
méncenyre m this process.

Martin Allen

Alhumce
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Thalcher's deragualation is not aboui press freedom but about profitability

Serving up the media on a

Thatcher's controversial
Broadcasting Bill is back in
Parliament again in May. Here,
MICK GOSLING, of the
Campaign for Press and
Broadcasting Freedom,
explains what is at stake for
the labour movement.

Seaung arrangements at prnivate dinner
parties are nol normally subject 10
sogiahsl analysis. But for those who wish
w understand the dnving forces behing
the government’s. Broadcasung Bill, the
bottom-parking at Mrs Thatcher’s Che-
guers lunch 1o celebraie ten years in
power was Insrucive,

There were nua fewer than 60 gussts, seated
al tem lables, Alongside Thatcher at the wp
thle were Lords Whitelaw, Camington, Forne
and Thoemevoroft - and ong  commoner,
Kupers Murdoch:

Murdoch’s papers bave served Thatcher
well. They have slso comsistently. promaoted
the commercial broadcasting micresis of
Murdoch’s News Intemational. For both, the
Broadeasting Rill ls @ marriage made, if not in
heavem, bl jeast i Lhe sky

The Bill applies & [ree markel sledgeham
mer o public servicr broadeasung,; the con-
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plate

cept that all broadvast media shoold inferm,
educate and cnlertam and provide o balanced
range of The Rill's key
proposals - the aucuaning of commercial TV
and radio franchises, the lifimg of positve
programmimg requirements and the disman-
tling of conmols over ownership - Temain n-
tzct after three months of debale m Commitles
in the House of Commons,

Commercially funded cable, salellite amd
ather electromic media services will be allowed
tor expand o whatever the market will ake
rather than wstaged growth within g carclully
developed public service framewirk.

With lHmited adverising tevenue Dbeing
spread between more outlels snd media muolr-
throwing  mumey  lnto buying
framchises gl the vapense of programme-
makme, guality, diversity and minority mier-
esls will il sulfer. Far from expanding con-
sumer chower, viewers face the prospect of
mure of the same. with cheap soaps and game
shows pradominant.

In readiness for this dechme, the publc ser-
vice broadeasting remit of [TV sLations, which
il wis the duty of the Independent Broadcast-
Ing Authorily Lo overses under Section 2(2) of
the 1981 Broadoasting Act, is removed from
the netw Channel 3 services.

In place of regulation comes resimwlien
Alongside the Rroadcasting Complamis Com
risston there will pow be an [ndependent

Programmes.

neionals

Television Commission (Chair: George Rus-
sell) with disciplinary powers over COmumer-
cial stations. Thatcher™s ‘ne sex and violence
guango, the Broadeasung Standards Councii
(Char Lord Rees-Mogg), will be placed on a
statotory [ooting with powers to lay down
guidelings for programme makars

The government ntends o keep appomnt-
ments lo ail these bodies, aml the Radio
Authority (Chair: Lerd Chalfonl) within ns
powers of paronage. 1t will also vel appemt-
ments to the Charmel 4 Board. Chanmel 4 will
he further hampered by having to Taise 115 owm
advertising revenue ruther then relymg onoa
levy [rom the TTY stations,

If thar's not enough, with a nod from a
muagistrate, police will now be able 1o s&ize
copies of soripls, mpes and working noles
under provisions of the Public Order Acl and
the (dhscene Publicstions: Act, which 15 ex-
icmided to broadeasting [or the first time
Similer powers under Sceiion & of the 1984
Police and Criminal Evidence Act which,
agam fur the first time laid down specific legal
proceclures by which the police could seize
film, have most recently been used agamst TV
and newspapers 1o oblain footage and photos
ol the Poll Tax disturbences. The free market
neads 3 SUONE SLe.

The Broadcasting Bill clams o put same
limits on cross vwnership and conirol by nom-
European Commumity nationals, The realily is
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thet the media empire of Mur
doch = el untouched whale
the Secretary of Seate retains
TEsErVe powers 1o alter owrier-
ship  regufations at will
without even a cursory tefer-
ence to the Monopolies and
Mergers Commission

The BBC hardly rates a
mention | the Bill 1t wall, of
course, be the nexr tarpet of
direcl government  interven-
tom. It 3% aslrcady  being
starved of cash through the de-
coupling of the license fee
from milatien, And i the mun
wp o 19946, when the BBC
Charter is doe [or Tenewal, it
will come wmider sustained
political attack =nd demends
from the
same peopic whi led the cam
paign [or deregulation of com
mereial TV andd radio,

The twchmicalitics of the
Hmuleasting Bill, mmming 1o
167 Claoses amied 12
Schedules, wré comples, Tl

for  privatisstion

sl

You thought she was selling the ‘Tuffo’ socks she is wearing: buf the ad Is for camera equipmant!

iE economic and political purpose i clear:
use murket forces 1o restriscture broadoasting
m the micrests of the media multinavionals

This 15 why fssucs of raining within the in
dustry, cqualny of opportunity  and tepre
senbution are nol addressed, Where unbridled
marked Lorees have boen unieashed. a5 m the
USA and laly, issues of representtion and
pasitive employiment  practices have heen
pushed o the background, Eguoal appor-
wmity policies: barely in place in this coumiry,
will be undermined by the new fineneial con
siraints and decreased level of public acommt
ahility.

Not surprisingly, the intemme com
petitive pressares bemg produced by the

A 1} =
":.m

o i

The favourite joke in Muanchaster media
circles is that the damage at Strangeways
wisn'l causcd By prisoners Tving 1o gol out
but by Cranada staff rying we pelom hecaise
TEELET. were

comditions: wise Ciranads swall
recently gpiven the option of persunal contracts
or the boot

These allacks wall morease 2= f-house
prischuicton i erided snd midependent prieduc-
boms are ncreased, under the werms of the Bill,
& mimmum of 23 per cent o Chanmel 3
broadeesting nme. With (his will zo the
erosion of standard condinons of serviee
caspaltsation and  the  weakening of ade

vrion organissston. It could alo lead 1o o

material rewards but a say in the fumre of
thoir industry. Collective bargaining remains
the only way 1o achieve that

For workers outside  the industry and
others campaigning  for  gemune  choice,
frecdom and diversity in the media with ac-
cess [or the many and not jusi the privileged
few, the sirength of the breadcastimg umions
wlll be decisive n preventing a headlong rush
into tabloid TV.

As Tony Hearn, General Secretary of
KETA. told the recent Campaign for Press snd
Brioadeasting Freedom conference on Broad-
casting i the W05 The Democratic Alterna-
e

“Chur valoes melwie commatment o

government's niedia poliéy hiave um
leashed 2 whirlwind of anacks om the
wirkars in the indusery. 1D subsa1
the BBC have been lost in the past two
veary, wilth six 1o nine thousand rmore

“The BBC will, of course, he the next target of
direct government intervention. It is already
being starved of cash through the de-coupling

of the license fee from inflation”

the public good rather than o privale
profit, concemn for the weak and under-
privileged, opposition © the abusc and
manipulatton of the media by govern-
ment and employers, a behel m widen-

threatened by the BRC's policy of
privatising services unil the recommendations
ol the Phillips Commitlee,

The TV companses abindoied nalional
sgrecments with the uymons m 1988 amd 1989
md strted down the mad of employer
dominated anel, F neccessary, employer-im
posed agreemenis. A lock out of i members
by TWam led w the de recognition of the As
soclation of Cinemotograph Television - and
Allied Techmicians (ACTT) in 154X, More
recemily Thames was only narrowly. thwaried
from withdrawing recegnivon from the Beowd-
casting and Enterininment Trades Alliance
(BETA) in respect of clerical stafl Last Oc
woher pay wslks st Tyne Tees opensd,
Mmanagement’s wonls, with & ‘unigue’ ofter o
i wape froeze
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frontal assault on the principle of nnion recog-
nition itself, as is happering i the print and
dgazane sector an the mamenl

The heaadeast unions are atert o the threat
they face. The ACTT and RETA are currently
deciding .on amalganidtion, mirroring e
process i the print between the WGA and
SOGAT. The Matwmal Vmen ol Journalisis s
wlso lookimg Tor o parines.

And workers in broadeasting retam unpor-
unt harpaiming powess. The industry, in spile
of techmelogical devalopoment, remains Jabour
intensive requiring a labour force with dis-
parate bt mdispensable skills. You cannot
produce tadio or elevison  programmes
without the coopersuon of a skilled, vocal,
well-mformed and responsible workforee — a
wirrk [oree which will nol only wanl proper

mg access 10 broadcasting and in the ac-
conmibility of those wha pontrol it care
far the quality of the product made by our
members as well ds (he quality of life o
which broadcasting contribotes. We are
agamst the coruption of the stendards of
public life, the debanching of the polidcal
vocahuliry, the tnvialisation of the media, the
naked appeal (o individual interest and the
suhstiution of price for value, These are mat-
ters om which we will not compromise.”

The Campaign for Press and Broadeast-
ing Freedom can be comtacted a1 9 Pond
Street, London, WIV 3DG (01 437 2795). In-
dividual membership is £10 per annum, or-
ganisations from £15 per annum depending
o SiZE.
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cop?

JANE WELLS looks at the
mounting problems facing
the police, and assesses
their attempts to contain

the crisis.

Senior officers in the Met have got a
lot on their plate.

Their Toree recently came m [or heavy
criticism in the Wapping report on police
conduct ar the News Interpational plant in
1987, Officers, il found were ‘out of
comtrol’

Complamis of racism. of false arrests and
heatmgs, snd of swmaoes deaths in police
custoddy  have dogped  the Ml over recent
Veurs 1oo.

And a string of successful civil actions for
damages against the police are beginning w0
take their toll: not just the Mel's repatation,
but their hank balance is sullering as the
pubrlic by-pusses the meffectual Police Com-
plaints. Autherity m Lomdon mned take their
cases straizht o court. The Met paid oul more
than £500.000 last year for wrongful amesis,
mudicious proseculions md assanlt,

Just before Christmes, record six-fgure
damages were awardad o biack lay preacher
Rupert Taylor who was fitted-up on & drugs
charge by police in Noting Hill More recent-
ly, athleze Linford Chnstic has received un-
disclosed but *substantial’ damages for unlaw-
ful wrrest and fibel when the police swung inwo
ailion on their unwriilen rule: a black man in a
ftash car must have nicked it,

Bul mén from the Mel are taking the prob-
lem serinusly. They have at least two ideas.

Cme has bean to introduce a more polished
management style, “The Plus Programme’
This initiative includes a “staternent of values'
displayed on palice noticeboards all over Laom-
don. [t promises ' protect, help and reassue
people in London.,, to be seen to do all this
with integrity. comumon sense and judgement
We must ‘be compassionate, courteois drd
patzent... professional, calm and restramed m
the face of violence and apply enly that force
which is necessary to accomplish our lawful
duty’'. This rings a bit hollow m the light of
their actions during poll tay protests across the
capntal,

Palice are also w be trested 1o discussion
promps (where they ore advised 'If somemme
calls you a pig, remeniber iLsuinds for profes-
sionghism, niegnly and  pols; and sy
thenkyou™), betier. overcoats, new pullovers,
andd more pol plant (e grecn varicly, Tather
than #tlempled drug busts) m siaton lobbies,
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“Alright! Which one of you lof wants o see our new pot planis?"

The ather idea is to bring a bit of market
pressure o bear in the force. A working pary
has been et up at Scorland Yard o explore
possible profit-making services. Hesides. get-
tng doving fessons and vehicle mamnicnance
and repair from your local bebby, you may be
gble w pop down w your local cop shop
(hterally), 0 pick up handy accessories and
gifis, wilh the emphasis on  police
meemorabiha, Whether ltems siocked will in
clude rublber tuncheons or any left-over con
fessions and convicdons remains to be seen,

This tatter wlea is partcolarly Theicherite:
it mirrors altempis m the MHS rom 1957 on-
warels al ‘moome generation’, with Jocal tar-
gets set for cash-raising schemes & diverse as
¢ar parking services and weaving company
edvertising into hospital carpets.

To ez the same disastrous “solubion’ ap-
plicd 1o the problems of the palice force is
more surprising. 11's & pathetic, desperate
tesponse o whal many, nighl zoross the politi-
cal specirum, Tecognise W be a deep crisis —in
public confidence, and m pelice privtice,

A recent MORI poll showsd that nearly
two thirds of the public think that the police
bend the tules o get convicions, Only [7%
believe they do not More than hall think
there's one law for the peblic, another for the
police. The same proporiion have either 'lile
respoct” or ‘rixed feelings” for thie police.

Thiry years ago 83% of the British public
had 'great respect” for the police. Today anly
404 will admit o glowing pride inthe great
Rritish bobby. Anather poll a vear meo showed
that more Lthan one i five people believed the
carruption is widespread in loeal police foroes,
Omnly 32% belioved that police corruption was
TALe OF Non-cXisient

Clearly the problem is no longer restricted
1o the Mel, or cven W other metropolitan for-
ces at the sharp end of policing inner cities. At
leust 21 of the 43 Torces in Enpland and Wales
gre currenily invelved In nguines nto ather
forees over allepations of corrupnon and
crimimal malpractice by officers: Recent weil-

publicised seandals show a nationwide spread:
sel-ups and comuption in Manchester; fal
sification of evidence by the West Midlands
scrious crime squad (now  disbanded); and
aver-enthusiastic "clear-up rates” for cimes in
Kent.

The depth of the problem is highlighted by
the willingness of the estahlishment to own up
w it, Tory newspapers run stories calling for
mnyuiries and the relesse of innocent prisoners
like the Birmingham Six from jail. Even the
pelice themsclves are beginning to admil o
the scale of the problem. Deputy Commis-
sioner Juhn Dellow of the Metropolitan
Police, and the curmen! President of the As-
soviation of Chiel Police Officers admiued:
“We have gertaimly rin out of the rotten apple
explanstion.’

Most marxisis will agree that with the
thetoric and the reality ol Thatcher’s “free
pconomy’ goes the growth of m ever-stmnger
state, The twa go wgether, of course, hecauce
the decp ecomomic and  social divisions
created by Thatcher’s policies require increas-
ingly repressive forms of social conral.

Meznwhile the police themselves are call-
ing for urgent action wi tsckie recrultement
difficuties and low morale, with better condi
tens, pay and status high on thelr list of e
quirements

Socialisls will watch with interest o see
how far Mrs Thatcher's favourite public sec
tor ‘workers’ get in [ighting that banle, al-
though organising selidarity to support ther
demands won't be & wip priority

The more urgen! batle is o see that the
demands for real justice of the many vicdms,
canght i the vicious pincer movement of
Briish ‘justice” and Thatcher™s laws, are met.

And unlike the leaders of lhe Labour
Party, sovialists will be keen o -see thal the
blame [or last month's poll lax violence rests,
nol with i® victims but 15 perpelralors: the
potice and their paymasiers.
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FEATURES

Slovo’s

retreat from

stalinism

The release of Nelson Mandela
has generated a new debate
within the anti-apartheid
forces on the framework and
objective of talks with De
Klerk. In this context, the
changing political line of the
South African Communist
Party can prove a decisive
factor in the politics of the
African National Congress.
CHARLIE VAN GELDEREN
reports on the latest
pronouncements by the
SACP's leader, JOE SLOVO.

The South African Communist Party
(SACP) has, for most of its existence,
firmly and uncrinically adhercd 1o the
general hine cormimg from Moscow. Until
very recenily, Ifs successive programmes
were gither diciatcd by Moscow or sub-
jected to veto there. The Path 1o Power,
adopied at the Tth Congress last year was
probably the first “native’ programme in
ils history.

The whole of the present leadership of the
party and & predacessors after the expulsion
of R.P. Bonting in the early 1930 wiore In
doctrinated with Stalinist, revisiomst concep-
pons of Marsism, the first principles of which
was that the Soviet Commumist Party (CPSLH
were always right in  doctrinal snd practical
maiters. What it said had W be accepled
without question.

In the 1920s, when Trowky and the Left
Opposition were being perseculed in the
Sovier Union, the SACP capelied everyone
who even mildly hinted of support for
Trowsky. After the Sixth Congress of the Com-
mtern, when Sahn proclammed the “Third
Period" which signalled a sharp turn o ultra-
leftism and presaged Stalin's break within
Bukharin, it started a witch hunt [or “Right
Oppositionists’. Where none existed they in-
vented them. Thus, wlra-loyal stalinisi, like
the trede imion leader Solly Sachs, were sum-
marily thrown oul of the Party. Under the
lesdership of the Moscow-appointed Douggie
and Molly Wolton, oppositionists were even
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SACP politics have always been a kay factor in the line of the African National Congrass

physically assanlted,

When war broke out in Seprember 1939,
the SACP correctly declared it an imperialist
war, and ware even prepared to work jomily
with the Afrikaner nationalisis to resist South
African participation. Faseism, it said, had ta
be fought sl home. This &l chanped om 22
June 1941, whin Germuan troups crossed the
Soviet [mwnter. The Purty now called for the
defence ol the secialist homeland, whiose vic
tory would bring about the destructhion of [as-
cism, the liberation of cppressed nations and 4
rapid pansiticr o world sociabism.

The SACPE was used by Mostow 1o signal
its break with Popular Frontism after the war
Later came the 1950s show wials of Laselo
Rajk and Rudolf Slansky, the invasion of
Hungary (1956 and the exceuliom of Imry
Nagy: the creshing of the ‘Prague Spring’
(1968) by Sovicl tanks; all were endorsed
with the same enthusizsm with which m the
19205 they acclaimed the mals and murder ol
the Bolshevik lcaders Zmoviey, Kemeney,
Bukharin and others.

Backing glasnost

It 15 against this hackpround that we have
lo ook at the pamphler Has Socialism Faled?
by Joc Stova, the current General Secrotary of
the South African Communist Pary. In this
document, Slove unreservedly lines humself
up with Gorbachey, peresiroita and glasmest.
The question we have to ask ourselves 15 is
this 8 gerwine and decisive break with his
seli~confessed stalmist past? Or is the SACP
just runming true Lo form, and omce again [ol-
lowing the Moscow line?

It is, of course, Mmpossible w pive an m-
controveriible answer o this. As Lenin omce
temarked. 4 ‘sincerometer’ has not yel been
invented. To discuss his moetives would be un-
profitable, soowe will confine oursefves 1o ca-

wmining just how [ar he has pone and whai
this means for the futre of the SACP in the
South African polincal scene.

Slove wiles s document Has Socialism
Failed? which would seem to indicate that he
still equates stalinism with soclalism. Ths
theme recurs throughowt the document. Thus
he constantly refars w 'existing socialism’;
'‘Socialism  produced a  Swalin and a
Ceaucescu’ and om page 3 he defines
‘Sralimism’ ws “the bureaucratic-autheritarian
style of leadership {of parties both in and oul
of power) which denuded the party and the
praciive of sociafism of must of its democratic
coftent...” What he docs not yet grasp is that
where (here is no democracy in siale and
party, there can be no secalism.

Stalm proclaimed the ‘complete triumph’
of soctalism as long dgo as January 1931 and
the SACP dutifully echoed this, ax did all us
fraternal parties throughout the world, The
lying siatistics cmamating from the stalinisi
schonl of falsification which depicted the
evir-rowing prosperity and happiness of the
Soviet people was swallowed wholesale not
only by Party members bul by a host of fel-
low-travellers Jike the Webhs and Bemmerd
Shaw

Slovo mow recognises that even where
ihere was growth in the Soviet economy, the
methods employed resulied only m human
misery, Slovo could have saved himself years
of travail if ke had the moral courage w break
from mon stalinist discipline and read, among
other, Troisky, who wrole, in 1936
‘Sncialism is a strucure of planned produc-
fon to the end of the best sarsfaction of
human needs: otherwise it does not deserve
the name of socialsm’ (The Revelution
Betrayed p.64).

Slovo writes that self-pity is not enough,
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that it is mot enough o say ‘we were
deceived” but also o ask ‘why were we
decoived?'. He sccepis that the decados of
stalmist-hureaucratic rule rought hommor and
fmisery to the Sovict people and to the people
of Eastern Europe. But hie puts it all down 1o
the subjective faotor. The wrong people, wick-
ad people were in power. He ignores com-
pletely the false theoretical foundation of
stalinism, the ulopian, revisionist
beliel that socialism could be es-
tablished in ome country.

It was the wdoption of ths
pobicy m 1926 at the Sixth Con-
gress of the Commumist Intemia-

tonal which wanslormed  the
Comimtern  from being  the
gomeral  staffl of the world

proletarian revolution, s Lenin
ared Trotsky conceived it into a
parder guard for the TSSE. Iis
main role as an instument of
world revolution was inevitably
relepated 1o the hackground,
From then om, the Communist
Parlics - bécame instruments b
implement the pelicies and micr-
esiv of the mlmg buresucracies
m the Kremlm. Local party
leadershaps which did not blindly
[ollow the line as dictated in
Moicow were unceromoriously ousted
A vanguard party?

Slovn deals very well with s numher al 15-
sues of preat imporiance o the future of the
mtermations] commumist movement and aof
special imponance o develupments m Africa
He claims that in some mstances the SACP
anticipated glasmost This applies parocularly
sy the conception of the vanguard role of the
CP, He wrgues that the programmne ol ‘the
SACH Jl.'il]]b'_l:"d i 1989 Path o Prwer aLp-
poris fas position thal ‘s commmumist party
iloes mol edrn the tile of vanguanl merely by
prodlaiming it -

But is this really the caxe? In the mirodoe-
non to the programme, we find “The nationad
offensive 15 lod by the Afncan National Can-
gress m revolutionary alliance with the van
guard workers® party. — the Souath African
Communist Parly,..' And on psge T “The
Communist Party 15 the leading pehio

_
The question is where the leaders stand now?

capression of which % a MamisyLeninist
party".

When refering to these stmes  (he
programme consistently talks ol “eountries of
socialist origin’ wnd calls on them o “widen
populer democracy (sich md swrengthen (he
vanguard revolutionery party”. Tt ¢laims tha
the wictotious Tevolation in Mozambigue and
Angnls ‘set the stage [or development biwards
BUAKTT 5T .55,
R, =

soclalist comruction’, Since then, of coursa,
Mozambigue has openly  shandomed  the
socialist puth, and. jusl #% it omee proclamed
lisell Marxist/Lenmisi, has nivw disowned the
tile. The ruling cligue m Henin has also
decided that o 15 no donger Marxisy/Lenimist,
and the Mengism regime i Ethiopis has
replaced Cuban and East Eumpean milisary
grlvisors with Istaelis,

Slowvis, tn ks dogument, |5 sameowhat oritd
cal of one-pirty sfates and admats that “m boh
capitalist apd secialist-tmiented counines.. b
is used to prevent, ameng other things. the
demoerane eryanisanon of warking people
erther political or trade ynion orpanisations’

Bul his criticism 15 not whole-hearted
“Thas is it 10 say that ull one-parly siales in
our eomiment have in fact wmed oul o be
githomitarian: indewd some of them are beaded
by the must humane |eaders who passonaiely

helieve n the demooralic process. Dut ap-

Slovo's document is of course o be wel-
comed, although it should be sppreciated that
it is nol an official staterrent of SACP policy,
In raising the sort of questions he does, Slove
opens the way for the possibllity of 2 real
dehale on the way forward for the South
Afcan revolution, By his cmtique of
Stalinism is in fme with the peneral rend of
“Eurpcommumismn . -and part of s aim was
probably 1o make the SACP
mere accepiable to join in the
negotiations with the Pretona
regime in May.

Further there 15 one espect
of Sialmism which 15 nol
rejecied m either Slova’s docu-
ment or the 1989 programme —
the theory of the rwo-slage
revolution. Fost, the (meory
wells ud, there has o be & 'na-
ticmal democratic” revolution
alliance with the nationalists,
end] then {aler — perhaps much
later — a socialist revoluden
And anyway Siovo now thinks
that socalism could  avalve
peacciully through the
democratic process|

This theory justfies the
SACP's defintion of South
African society as "colenialism
uf a special type' and which (heorises the ex-
istence of an oppressor while netion and and
oppressed black nation. Not only is (s in
comradicaden  with  the  fact thm the
programme itsell states that ‘South Africa has
u developed capiabst economy’, but 1t also
Mies in (he face of the proclpmed aim of the
ANC of a umitary one-nation state, The
‘colomialism of aspecial type’ theory is & miI-
rr lmage of Yermoerd's gand aparihicid,
which (heorisad the exisience of differonl
niationalities, and which providad his rationale
[or the esiahlishment of the Bantustans.

In South Africs wday, the struggle for na-
tional and demeocretic demands predomimales
But the wetkers, novw powerlully organised in
made unicns playing an mireasingly leading
role, will advance their own classand <ocialis]
demirds withm that srugple. Indeed many of
the COSATL unions are pulling forward traf-

sitional, socialist demends,  The

cal force of the South African working
class.”

In that sccnon of the programme
which deals with devolopments in the
mdependent  African sietes, the as-

“his critigue of Stalinism is In line with the general

trend of ‘Eurocommunism’, and part of its aim was

probably to make the SACP more acceptable to join
in the negotiations with the Pretoria regime”

struggle for national anil democrelic
demrands wnd the
socialism pre not separaie hul com-

struggle ' for

bined
Aparthetd o fts present nakesd

sumed status of “vangurd pery® is e
emphasived lime and again thewyh
small in number the African workmyg class js
crocial Lo any radical social ransformation bt
it cin only play i evolutonary role e the
full if it 15, . .organsed. . under the guidanca of
Murvism/Lonmism .. depending on the actual
soctal and political situatiom in ench couniry
the vanguand revolubionary fimces will assume
u variety of organisational forms, the highest
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paronily mor passionalely - enough o
therr peopie 3 free choice of govermment
Afier g, Kaunds, Joe Slovio's lost ot £ambia,
is cme of the benevolent heads of a one-parny
state, ad Zimbabwi’s Mugabe, who hes now
declared hizs Marsisyloenmnisnl and js dees
mined o cstablish & one-party s, i welos:
ally of the ANC

PeTT 19

form can and will be cnded withoul
the end of cepictlism: But the [al
realication of natirmal snd democratic
demnands ¢in only be achieved by e VICIOTY
of the working class; the establishment of o
warkers' siape in South Africa Then we will
have the Fetine
sociellsm succeeds o [atly

chince o lest oul il
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R TR TR T P
German socialists debate the

way forward

SOCIALIST OUTLOOK
recently imterviewed
three socialists from
East and West Germany
on the meaning of the
elections in the GDR.

PATRICK BAKER spoke
to BJORN KRUGER, a
member of the Fourth
Intemational and the
United Left (VL) in East
Berlin; ANNETTE SEESE, a
member of the VL in
Leipzig: and LARS
STEINAU, a member of
the United Socialist Party
(VSP) from Mannheim in
West Germany.

S0: First, why do you think the Ghris-
tian Democratic Union (COU) anded
up scoring so much higher than the
Soclal Democratic Party (SPD), when
a fow weaks bafore the opposite result was
predictad?

BK: There was no general difference be-
tween the election programmes of the SPD
and the CDU. The only difference was tha
the CIMU seid that umficatiom had 1o be car-
People
tended 1o think that the only way of solvmg
East Germany’s problems was o unilfy with
West Germany in order o get their sumndard
of living. So they felt that 1o acheive this they
had 1o vote for the party in charge ‘m West
Crormany — the COLUL They had a very clever
electiom camprign — saying ‘I you vote SP13,
v won'| gel & plemnig o fnvest in the GDR
SCOTETY

AS: The right also campatimed around the
ling that hall' of the SPD were. previously
members of the Socialist Linity Parry (SEL -
the Easl German Communist Party ;- sa i1 vou
voie $I'D. you are voting for vour previeus
ETIRMY,

S0: Didn't the Party of Democratic Socialism
{PDS) — the renamed Communist Party ~ do
guita well, considering their imaga?

BK: Smee February fears have heen grow
mg over the ciost thel East Germans are gomg
wy have w pay for unification  such as the
high cost of [vedsmuiTs. For many, voting PDS
was a way of axpressing their fears of the fu-
fure.

S0: In the madia you could see 3 lot of thesa
Page 11

ried through as soon as  possible

‘_'Emn people who bullf workers

% B

fears being expressed: unemployment, rents
golng up, property balng repessessaed; givan
that, which seems quite a popular fealing,
It's still quits surprising that more peopla
didn’t vota for the partles that mads some
pretence at trying to defend previous gains,

AS: 1 think that there’s a certain amount o
irrationality a1 the momenl: there's & very
popular argument that sad “We must go
through this: bad peried, bocawse then our
economy will be healthy, and that's why we
should be logicsl and vole [or the party (hat
cam carmy this throuwgh, We shouldn't make the
misteke of prolonging this spony’
people who built workers” councils in the fac
tories s vited CDL

BE: | think the vesult of the election simp-
Iv shows the exteml of polansation m the
population. Most peeple whe voted CDL
didn't do 80 out of devotion for Chostian
demecrocy. bul simply becagse they thought
that they had W accepl some shorl-lemm nega-
tive effects to get a West Germun stumdard of
living in the fong term. Bul these people are
not an' zlectors] base that coald be counted on

fven

m the long, or even medom; terme I the pext
clecyons | othink ithat we can expeg) hig
SH'ETIL"S.

S0: Why do you think New Forum did so

badly compared with tha level of support
that it had in October/Movember during the
big demonsirations in Leipzig? Opinlon polis

%

*eounciis in the factories voted G

then gave tham &40 percent support, but they
won only 2.3 parcant in the slections.

AS; They didn't do much work sround the
elections — they didn't have good slogans like
the CDU or SPD. People said 'Yes; New
Forum i= good, but if they won the electons
thiey couldn’t get our country oul of ils crisis’
Also, at the beginning of the demonsranons,
the mame MNew Forum could mean many
things 1o many people — a discussion fonm,
of & Now governmenl.

Aj the first meetings m lhe factorics when
they were invited, workers asked 'What is
your ecomomic policy?’ and they replicd "We
don’t have eme — we want o work one oul
with you." Warkers were incredulous — they
conldn 't take seriously a group which did not
have an economic programme. What New
Forum mostly offered was self-acuvity — and
this was nol enough

BK: There was a view that New Forum
had no poliical profile at all, they are oo
heterogencons. Then as people swung increas-
ingly in [avour of unification, they [elt that
they had 10 vore for West German-style par-
ties, The ones who didn't agree with that
tended o vole [or the party that opposed
urification and had the siropgest apparaius —
anid that wasn't New Forum, it was the PDS.
This also affected the VL — people said it
might have a good programme, hut it's oo
weak, so we'll vote PDS,
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S0: In terms of the resuits of the elections,
it seems as though some form of govarn-
ment lgd by the COU will be the resuit,
whathar it's a coalition or whatever. What
do you think the results of this will ba?

AS: [ think the process of unificatiom will
be speeded wp. However, although the CDU
have won the political leadership, they haven't
built up a proper political siruclure nation-
wide, The Secial Democrats have more of a
real base. | think that the CDOU and the SPD
will work mgether to ensure
an cllicient cconomc in
legraton - that's: why the
CDU need the SPD in coali-
tion; they have: the ap-
paramus, but they didn't have
so much influence before. i

BK: I think this is a
question: that 15 difficult to
answer — even [or the CDU;
the pace 15 o rapid even
for them. We now have two
Germanys, one with a
standlard  of living and
productivity half as high as
the other. In  order to
prevent a mass exodus,
standards of living have to
be raised through a massive
investment in the infrastruc-
mre. But you won't find
many capitatists that want to
invest in projects which are
MSCLUTE.

50: Onoe question this ralses Is that of NATD
and the Warsaw Pact. A few months ago
thare was 2 poll over the Idea of a nautral
Garmany which showed majority support in
tha West and 80 in the Easl. MATO is now
in 2 much stronger position with a sym-
pathetic governmant. Has this bean taken
up in East or Wast Garmany by the peace
movemant?

BK: In East Gormany there is no force
which is capeble of mobilising powerful op-
pastbon o the progect o 8 umificd Germany in
NATO yeL OF course the Russians will op.
pose it but I'm sceptical about whether they
are in a position 1o do anything about it — and
| don’t think that the project of a neurral Ger-
miny will be a pardcalar focus. Of course in
the next period there will be many strupgles,
but T think they sre Hkely 10 be:soaightfor-
ward workers” strugples — workers have other
15ues o care about before disarmament.

LS: | think that the question of disarma-
ment will be véry important. | think that there
colld he a new peace movement in Weast Gier-
many, much more tadicel than in the early
1980z, I think that 11 will be impertani for the
East Germans too - maybe 1t's true that st the
moment people don't sea it a5 the main issue,
hut | think there’s an oppormnily to build up
an antl-mi sl consciausness,

50: Is the sxtreme right, which sesms to be
fuelled by the Republikaner, a real threat?
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AS: The GIDR extreme might is not solely
an import from the Republikaner — we have
our own fascisis! In December and Janusry
there were attempts by the SED/Swes 1o
retrild thelr base, using our anti-faseisd trsdi-
tions, Many people reacted by dismissing the
extreme  right as solely SED  election

propaganda, Bul there (v @ real danger -
young whiles have certainly been physically
suitacking the * Auvlonom” squatiers’ movemend,
and other young left-wingers; they have also

East German CDU leadsr Maziarse: cannot deliver on slectoral grom

mied to take over demonsizations, Sall, we're
not in a 1933 -ype situation - they domn't have
the econnmic situation to fuel their suppuri i
thee samie way.

50; What are the perspactives of the United
Left aftar the alections?

BK: The clection resulis had disastrous ef-
[eets on the VL, Frem the bepinming it made
the error of onenting almost exclusively bo the
elections, The resulls of those electioms lefi
those  that  had  worked
demoralised, But the straiegy hasn’t changed

now the VL is concentrating om the May 7
local clegtions, which will have e same
result — with a reat danger of splits or dissolu
tion. [ think it's important to adjust o sc-
tvity towards real movements — ino the
workplaces, around peace and ecology, and so
an - lowards grassrools Achvists.

AS: In Leipzig we have been migeting with
other grotps — New Forum, Democracy Now,
worten's groups — to discoss how we can
work tegether on a foeat level. Maost workers
aren't open o laft groups, so | think we need
e 1y 1o work with nther groups ioun:d par
lcular issucs?

50: Can you 53y something aboul the
women's and lesbian and gay movements in
Easl Garmany?

AS: Before there was only the DFD - the
Women's Demacratic Alliance — which only
organised coffee momings,: and smeall groups
around particular gssues. Bul dunng  the

arowmd. then

demonstrations, women began to play an im-
portant ole and organised s women's group
in New Forum. Then they firmed an inde-
pendent arganisation, participating in the
rouned tuble discussions end puiting forward
quite lefe-wing policies.

Bur popular consciousness around the
wsue isn't very high — the groups are manly
composed of academics, However 1 think
there arc possibiliies of growih. In the elec-
tions they ullied with the Greens — but becance
the Greens were at the top of
each list, they got all 8
deputies, and refused 1o alloy
eny of these seats o the
women. The women have left
the zlliapce a5 a reqult

Women's  groups  from
Berlin have joined the Linited
Left, while still orgamsing m-
dependently. Lesbian and gay
groups exist — independent,
end linked to the cherch ar
the
very consistently, Under the
SED lesbian and gay groups
weren't  proscribed, brat
couldn't campaign publicly —
now they're becoming more

open.

80: What has besn tha reac-
tion of the left In West Gar-
many to the slactions? What
is the V5P's perspectiva?

L%: The movement of Oc
wher/November  caused  guite & lot of
demoeralisation — much of the West German
left had & ‘campist * position - not just the CP,
but ex-mavists, Social Democrats, Lhe Greens.
They tended to defend the Esst European
states i general — not jost against capilalism,
hut also defendmg them as &  whole,
hureancracy included. The movement in the
DR destroyed this picture — and now there 35
capitelist restoraton, the growth of the fas
vists, the perspoctive of a sew ‘Greater
Giermany', and so on. At the start of the mass
movemen! agamst salinism in the GDR the
lell didn 't really react — didn't give much sup-
porl. Now there is @ discussion over whether
the PDS will organise in West Germany —
somie of the Greens bope o organise with
them and win miluence!

This demoralisation bus also affected (he
V3P — it didn't suflicaently support this move
et either. We weren’t om the wrong side -
we were opposed o the bureaucracy as well
et capitalist resloration; bul there wic some
hesitation, and lack of clarity, | think some of
the VSP will want tov build an organisation
with the Umited Leit: it remains o be sccm on
what programeme. We need w prepare for the
strugples that will come — | think there are
particular possibilities around  anti-militardst
work — perhaps something like the Swiss cam-
paign 10 abolish the army,
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Crisis in Jerusalem as Bus

turns on the pressure

Two issues o the last six months have
brought the ¢rsis within Zipnism (o the
fire, The first was when news broke of a
Mgss  Immiarabdon by Irom  the
LASR W fsracl, which the Ziomsts
heralded as a rebuth of what was {ast be-
comung a:dyving project.

However, the cuphoria was guickly muted

Jows

e the second major now event the collapse
the oo
Likugl Parties, pe a result of the Tailere of the

shiiom girvermrnent o tie Labogr and

twoblocs W reach apreement on conditioms for
Isrzeli-Palestinian talks scheduled w bpen in
Caro with Amencan and Egvptian backing
This “maghlights the crucal relagenstup be-
tween the Zionist State and US Impenalism, as
will as sharply illusoating the squabhbles he
twoen the main factions of the Aumist leader
ship ever who will best defend Isruel’s in
tegmity as a lewish stale,

The temporary unily of the twe ruling per
Hes. which extended throweh the whole f1onst
carip, was the consequence of grest expocia
nons over the mfilex of Soviet Jews: some
there will be
arcaimcd MM OO new smivals mothe next three
vears. Huot discord srose when Likud Prime
Ministar Yitehak Shamir Qeclaréd thet ‘a lazge

r
H
malysts have estimated thal

Page 13

By Benjamin Cohen
COUnlTy s Tieode

most

fvr & preat migraten’, Al
Soviet  Umon
threatened toochange s enmgraion posicy, Lhe

immeodiately,  the

i solkle-

LS wamed thar bwould not @
men! beyond the 1967 “gresn llne', and he
Palestine Liber rpanisation | LO,
wgether with the Arab stines, anneuneed 3
CAMPALEN 10 oppess Lhe mmmgration,

The lmk made in Shomir’s moid j5 ob
viows: he thanks that the Sovist Jews are the
meass Iy which the cceupied West Rank and
Gaza Strip can be annexed, the twooanid g half
year old Palesunian wprising (the “miiluda’)
-
soldated, Addinonalls, the threat of 4 mass
ransfer of Palestini hbwourisg Arab
States. an idea which has pained ground over
the fast two years, 1s merdasingly real

But Shamur's hardline  stapee was naver
enaugh for Indusiry Minister Arel Sharon, ar
chitaet of Lhe |42 nvasion anid
Likud's arch hawll whi guit the government
in protest at Shamir's resdiness W negoliale
with personally selecied representatives of the
Palestinians. romically, this caine o the wake
of Labour Minister Ever Weizmann's dismiss-
al from the cahmer for unawhorised contacts
with the PLL).. Sharon, whe has made his dis-
gust at the ‘modersuon’ of the gccupatlon

crushed, and Istaci™s regiomal sorength o

Laelanis

regime m 1y handling of (he mufade quite
clear, argued thet negotiations would lead in-
evitahly o a Palestinian stote.

Labour, meanwhile, stepped up the pres-
«ure on Shamr w come o e negobaling
whle Unable w reach sgreement  Shamar
sgched Labour Jeader Shimon Peres from the
povernment, whersupon the other Labour
cahinet ministers resigned, Tweo days later, a
vere of no confidence was passed in the Knes-
sef (parligment), transforming Shemir nie a
carciaker Prime Minister. Om April 11th, a
special session af the Knesset was held w
ratify Peres's government, which he [ormed
aher seversl days of hartering with the
religious fundamentalists and the nght. At the
st minule, ™wo rabbis withdrew their votes,
and Peres was hack to square one.

It was Amercan pressure which tore the
coalilion apart; the government was unable 1o
reach agreement on accephnee of the Baker
plan for fsrach-Palestinian talks. The US is
keen U maintain the stability of the Fionist
stale and neutralise the Palestman resisiance,
through -a diplomatic process framed m
Washington and Jerusalem that requires hefty
concessions from the Palesimians,

An Istacli govemment actively involved in
helping Lo secure these aims would be a let-
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rific boost o the Bush adminisiration, which
has taken full adventage of the crisis of
stalinismt to reassert US global domimanee. lm-
portantly, this does not mean bypassing the
PLO, with whem the US has engaged in shaky
diglogue since late 1988, when Yasser Arafm
declared his acceptance of the ‘two siate' solu-
tior, The US Swie Department has realised
that there is oo aliemative Palestinian leader-
ship to the PLE. Whether the PLO will accept
& pax americana is already a sylject of debate
for the movement inside and oulside
Palestne; the US is chiefly con-
camed with gaining suppon [Tom s
Zionist glly for such diplomaiic
moves, Peres has always been keen
w present himsell as a trusted friend
of the US, although Washington 18
hesitant as to whether he will deliver.

The unfolding crisis in the Lionist
Siare, which is accentuatcd by 1ts
creasingly uneasy -alliance with U3
Impertalism, simultaneously opens
up new wistas for the ¢lass struggle
m the region. The most important
factor is, of comse the intifasda
which, despile perindic warmings 1o
the contrary in the meadia, shows no
sign of letting up. Also ol #ig-
nificance 12 the growing rescriment
fell by the underprivileged strata in
Istacli sociely Wwards the Soviet
Jewish immmigrants

Taken wgether, these two ele-
ments could well tranaform the na-
wre of the conflict in Palestine bevond the nmar-
row [ramework of diplomacy. The very fact of
the ntifada means that Palestinian statchood is
net something which can he compromised. In-
deed, the struciures thal direct the intifada e
those of a stae in the moking; & siale,
moreover, whose cilfzens, through the straggle
of the last Lwo years, will have ample appor-
ity to consalidats the pepular mstiwtions of
direct demoeracy which they themsclves have
(Teated:

The inilada is also the principal enstgy
source of the PLO, and it has served as 2
model 10 the working class in the surrounding
Arab stales (witness last year's uprising
against IMF intposed cuts n Hashemite-ruled
Tordan, and the mass domonstrations, brutally
crushed, in Algeniz m 19881 Yet Israel has
remained intransigent, snd the principle ques-
i mow facing the Liemists 15 how long such
g stamce cin be mainiamed.

Omne mdicator s the internal sruggle nls
rael itzelf, which graphically exposes the con
tradictions of FAiomism. Moest perceive il as an
ethnic hattle, between the  dominan

divided from  thewr Palestinian counierparis
both by superiar living standards and by loyal
v to Fionism (in the last (hirteen years, thas
hes heen exprossed moa vote for the right wing
mnd the rehgious parties). However, when
compared 1o the siuation of Ashkenari Jews,
it becomes clem that working class Orientals
have had o rough deal throughout the exist-
ence of the Zionist state. With ungmployment
in Tsrael now stending at 120,000, the Onental
Jews are beginning to express resistance (o the

Calabrating the first year of the initifada: demonstrators Iin Londen

mtlux of Soviet Jewish immigrants. Matzpen,
the pewspaper of the Revolulionary Com
mimist League (Isreell Section of the Fourth
Internativmal ), noes:

“The massive mnugration from the Soviel
Union will ‘aronse an outhurst of fury from the
inhahitants of the diswesssd neighbourhoods
and the development towns...

Urirest amongst the Oriental Jews, which
would follow i 2 militant wadidon that goes
back 10 the 195U, is the fast thing the Ziorndsss
need, Bui that in itself will not sobvie the prob
lam of Soviet Jews: Tt should be remembered
that in the 1970s, Soviel Jews, facing o fresh
wave of anti-semitism, provided the US with
an {mportant bargaining chip in its dealings
with the stalimists, Gorhachev's leniency om
emigmiion is, though, & consequence of the
new [foreign policy required for perestroka;
the issue is not wo much whether the USSR
will allow Jews out, as who will let them in.

Diespite the fact that most Seviel Jews want
iy go mot 10 Isracl but to the US, the Yionists
kave succeeded 1n persuading the Amencins
w mamtsn the racist policy of no granting

entry visas, campaigming mstead for direct
flights between Moscow ad Tel Aviv, In
keeping with the demands of Ziomist colomsa-
tion, Tsragl is not inigrested in fighting ann
cemitism, whether it comes. from Pamyal
whose thugs only recently assaulted 2 Jewish
woman in Moscow, carving a St of David
oo her breast with a fickmite, or from within
the state apparatus.

Peres himself admitted as much when hie
caid that the issie was ot anti-semitism, but
emigration. This statement
came a [ew days sfter
Pumyat  threaicned  a
pogrom agamnst the Jewish
community in Leningrad.

li may scem odd, in the
light of the compression of
more than two years of
crisis mie threc weeks,
that the issuc currenily
mobilismg [sraclis is elec-
(oral elorm. Peres's fran-
tic efforts to huild a new
government  aroused 2
huge public protest aganst
the country's system of
propartoral repre-
seritation, which grants a
scal in (he Knesset 1o
cvery party that gams one

¥ percent of the vole.

On April 8, 100,000
people  gathered 1m Tel
Aviv to demand a3 new
aleptoral system — lsrael’s biggest demonstra
tion since the Peace Now rally condemmng
the massacres at the Sabrs and Shalilla refugee
camps i Betrt In 1982, and much kigger than
any of the demonstrations held in solidanty
with the imtifada. Certainly, the large parles
would have much to gain if elecoral reform
wis realised: but the protests are 0ol eXpres-
sioms of support for either Labour or Likud.
Ruther, they signify the anger [ell by Israclis,
the majority of whom are secular, at the dis-
proportionate influence of the rellgious pardes,
whose support the main Zionist biocs have
desperately been mying o win.

Yer iholition of the one percent threshold
wouid in all likelihood, fcad to the disap-
pearance- of the Arab pational listis from the
Kresser In essence, it is ot electoral proce-
dure that s at [ault but the insttutionalised
power of the rabbis in the Zaanist state.

Whatever the ouicome of the mext few
months, two basic facts will remain un-
changed. Firstly, the lension herwecr
diplomatic and revolutionary solutens w the

guestion of Palestine will continue 1o

Ashkenazi (Buropean Jewish) mmority
and the subordmate Criental majonity,
In fael. it s a class struggle, albeil with
strong: eithnic overlones, and i i5 ane
which displays the somewhal umque
nanre of the Tsracl working class.

As a working class bom of a

“the structures that direct the Intifada are those
of a state in the making; a state, moreover,
whose citizens will have ample opportunity to
consolidate the popular institutions of direct
democracy which they themselves have created”

distupt the equilibnium of fionism
Secondly, as long as there is a Pales-
tintan people there will be a demanid
for & Palestinian stae; cvery day that
passes m the West Bank and Gaza
Strip is a reminder of (his.

colonial process, lstacli workers are
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THE BIHMINGHAM SIX

e

Mo change yal for the Birmingham Six — or tor many Irish political prisonsss in British falls

Ireland: are the times
a-changing?

GEOFF BELL takes a look
at the most recent
government
pronouncements on
developments in Ireland,
and asks readers some
searching questions.
“Greal empires have been over-
wurned. The whele mup of Europe
has been changed.. . The muddes
of thought of men, the whole oui-

look of alfairs, the grouping of

partics,  all  have  encountered
vindent remendous change... But
as the deluge subsides and the
walcrs  [afl shorl, we seg the
drcary steeples ol Fermanagh and
Tvrone emerging once again, The
integrity ol their quarrel 5 one of
the few instluuons that has been
unalicred m the cataclysm which
has swept the world”,

The wornds came [rom 'Wnston
Churchill, spedking in the House of
Commons in 1922, bt could seem-as
finmg today. The world changes,
Germany merches wwards unity, the
Soviel South
African armed sinigelers come in

Lmim  dissalves,
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from the cold, Soviet armies
withdraw from Eastern Europe; bulin
Teetand... m Ireland, the  British
government mamister Tesponsibhe for
the north eastern it says thal some
day, 1T many things change, he just
might lalk 1o elected represeniatives
of Sinn Fein... smd all hell hresks
loose.

Well, ar least all hell brieaks loose
mn Ireland, and for those Bridsh with a
brief for it the minister responsible is
denounced by such stalwarts of red,
whilc and blueism as Mr K. Me-
Namara, Lahour (ves Labour 1)
spokesperson om frelaud and Dr Pais-
ley of the
Everyone else says he's talking sense.
Then the storm passes and the British
polity peis down o bracimg asell
apamsl poll tax protests, the disim-
tegration of the NHS, huge morlgage
rawes and the [all and Fell of Margaret
Thatéher, And forgels about Ireland,
again.

For instance, who iy the govern
ment minister responsible for the
Morth of Ireland? How many, even of
mn nformed, educated and polincally
aware readership ol a magarine such
as this, could answer thal guestion
without thinking? Or answer it at all?

Premocrane  Uniomists.

And how many ‘of the British
populace could answer that question?
Al a pough guess less than 10 per
cent. That 1 very relevant, and will
be rotammed Lo

Anyway, his name is Peler
Fruoke, and he mode his controver-
sigl remaorks last November, m a

senies ol interviews marking his fisst
hundred divs In office. Brooke had
heen exiled w the Morth of Treland
after being chatrman (sic) of the Tory
Party and failing to win over the mas-
25 10 Thatcherism,

Unti| these imlerviews he was
thaught of &5 a polineal lightweight
snd 5o it came as a surprise when he
suid the things hé did: first that 1t was
umlikely that the IRA could be
beaters; second that he would not use
the word "Never” i reference w wlks
with the TRA, and he recalled that the
same word was gsed by a British
minisier  sboul  negolistdons  with
EDKA in Cyprus and was later for-
gotlen; - third, that it was likely he
would talk with Smn Fein in the
event of an [RA ceasefire,

On behall of Sinn Fein, Martin
McGuiness  later described  Peler
Brogke as the [rst such British
govermmient minister ‘with some Teal

R AT 4R E

'- in the fnllmuin

two articles on
developments In
Irish politics,
GEOFF BELL
looks at recent
shifts In Tory
government
policy, and
LIAM MAC UAID
examines the
changes in the
Republican
movement
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“of the 2.5
million jobs
created In the
UK since 1983
only a paltry
18.000 had
been in the
North of
ireland. In
short, the
employment
sltuation is
bad and will
et worse”

“The British
strategy — the
political
defeat of Sinn
Fein, the
building of a
new moderate
consensus
throughout
Ireland and
the
establishment
of a devolved
power-sharing
administration
in the Six
Counties -
remains In
nlace”

understanding of Irish
history’, end he an-
vited Brooks o §
clgborale om his
remarks. Simce then
Brooke has declimet
w do =0, but has
repeated his willing-
ness o wlk with Smn
Fein in the évent ol a |
ceasefire. The [RA
has said no cemsefme 5
5 om the agenda
without a3 dramatic
shift in  government
policy, but  Martin o4
McGuiness, in  the
April ediion of the
Insh magazing
Furtnight had again
had  [Mendly words
for Brooke, saying he
‘does appear 1o suffer
less from the mtran-
sigent gung-ho sivie
of Jrren o
seerclanes  of smaw”,  MoGumess
akded, “if that really is the caze, and
Mr Hrooke is genuinely struggling
with the intricate realities of Trish
palitick, then republicans — who want
peace and justice as much as anyone
- heve & responsibility t exdamine
carefully mny signals that may hofd
out even 1he tiniest oppormunity for
prograss.”

The difficulty m fizuring out if the
British are really up to anything new
i3 that the signals have been confus-
ing. At the stan of March the Daily
Telegraph revealed that Brooke's
umor minster,  Richard MNecdham,
had suggesissl 1m0 a speech the pre-
yitus manth to busmess people in the
North of Ireland thal the vampsd
Helsinki Convention in 1992 should
guarantee the permanen! partition of
Irefand. | relwm, providing they
openly scoepted partinon, Catholics
woild be allowsd some parteipation
m power-sharing in the North and the
Helsink:  Conventian sup-
posedly guarantee thisr civil liberiies

But perhapt most lelling of all was
a report issued al the end of March by
the Northemn Ireland Economic Re
search Ceéntre on lhe ¢conomy and
1ob prospects far the six counties. Un
cmployment there s currently s 14
per conty and the predichon 1= thay it
will, at the best, remain there il
1995, To stop the jobless Hgures get-
ting higher would need government
wages subsidics, & massive growth in
mternal mvestment and the promaotion
of migration of up w 10L000 o year, It
was reporied that of the 2.5 million
jobs created m othe UK simes 1043

woubd
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IF WARNED
Yo hen WL MELT
FEOF THE HTAT OF

ULSTER

only a palmy 18,000 had been in the
Morth of Deland. In shor,  the
employment situaton s bad and will

L‘_Cl WIT S

There 5 no indicaton thay the
Tory  povérnment. will seek o

smeliordle this ceomomic simation by
interventiomist pulicies, (ther dreams
ol memey [rom America, and else-
whare, which followed the signing of
the  Anglo-lmsh  Apresmeant  have
[1bed 1oy mousterishse. Acoordingly, the
economic and social conditnns which
helped o oreate mass support for
Irish republicamsm in Cathelic work-
ing class distiets will remain, The
British govermment dogs nel scem 0o
woreied about this: neither is there
any indication and it is battling  for
Catholie hearts and minds by lower-
mg the repression levels. For oa-
ample. the alterations in the opers-
ticmal rofe of the Ulster Defonee
Regiment which wers also promiscd
at the Anglo-lrish Apresment réman
undediverd

Despite 15 unfulfilled promises,
the Anglo-lnsh Agresment remains
relevanl. The Brdsh stratepgy indi-
cated by that agreement — the political
defeat of Simm Fein, the building of o
new miderate consensus throughout
Ireland wnd the eswbhshment of a
devolved power-shanne  admimistea-
ton i the 318 Counlics — remains mn
place, Whal has changed simee the
Agresment wis signed are British tac-
tics within thul siratcgy

The first problem the Hretish
facad, as soon as the ink was dry on
the Agreement, was the degroe of
loyalist appasition o it This inlurm
mizant that some of the reforms of-

IRELAND DOUBLE FEATURE

able Cathalics 1n the
g S.DLP, the Insh
povernment. and the
Catholic Church
could mal he
delivered for fear of
further smnoying the
Undonists. The oc
casional outbursts ol
pigue shown by the
1‘ Irish govemment —
such w5 playing fast
md loese with the
Brtish over extradi-
tion — have heen one
COMSCLETICE, anid
have further dented
the whole  strategy,
50 hes the continued
support for Smn Fein,
{even though that has
ebbed slightly), and
the military prowecss
of the IRA. And
while i1 15 frue that
there is not the militancy m the ap-
position to the Anplo-lrish agreement
within the loyalist camp that there
once was, Allempls W involve the
loyalist leaders in serious walks with
the British govemment soll fall at the
Agreement  [ence. Those  within
loyalism who favour a more con-
clliatory mesponsc by the British are
now saying Lhere will he Ao move-
ment from their side until after the
general election.

If that is the case il 35 not surpris-
ing that Pater RBroeke has decided to
concentrale  his  attention. on the
natonalistirepublican  commumily.
His promise of talks with republicans
if they became constimdonalists, and
even more dramatically his lkening
of the Morth of Ireland situation 1o
other colonizl ones, weee, il is Tue oo
mere than public expressions of what
some sections of British ruling circles
have been saymg [or yoars; neverthe-
less it was the nming of the promoun-
cement that was importent, Cne fac-
tor which informed this was a very
puhblic and honest self-examination by
repitblicanism as to where il was
going, and a recognition of the failure
i establish 3 significant base of sup-
port m the South of Ireland

This self-examination was nuthing
approaching the umaurs ol splits that
appeared in the Brilish media, and
were probably exaggerated in percep-
tion by Brooke and his advisors. But
they did provide & uselu]l opening
through which Brooke could poke his
head, utter a few sentences and leave
some puzzled faces behind. Seen m
this way the remarks, rather Lhan rep-
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resenlng some preat
sei chanpe mm Brinsh
siralcpy.  were  Jusl
those tame cx
amples  of  Britsh
politicians being a -
tle clever m  ther
dealings with  the
Insh

Hronke was m &
sitwation:  if
hig did
strengthen a ceasefime
wing within
republicanism, #ll w
the pood, il they did
not at they
would cause a linle
disorfentation.  The
degree of seriousness
with which Sinn Fein
ippears o have taken
Brooke's
mdeed suggest they
have owver-responded
o what could very well be seen as [1-
tle more thin = il of mischiel-
muking. Om the  other hand, the
Hnuish politeal system s alwaye
keen o offer prestige, recogmtion and
B 504l 8 negotiating table w s most
miransigent opponents.  providing
they. accepl the ground rules of that
palitical sysiem.

Either way, there is no great direg
tionsl charge in Britich
policy aking  place.
Richard Needham's search
o1 permanent guaraniees
[irr partition mdicata that
Britam™s bollom line of
suppeort [or the existing
constitutional  ounderaes
does not change, The slum
conditions of the Norlh ol
Ireland economy lestify w
the familizr British mdif-
ference amsl political lao
s m respeet of Ireland,
which have done =0 much
1o susiain lreland’s British
problem  over  the
wres. Peter Brooke may
indecd be an exception o
characienstics, he
may wish to prove himself
aul the peolitical has-bean
evervone assumed he was
when he was catled by
Thaicher, or he may be
wying e display his mdepéndence
from her ulira- Ungorssm. bur with the
Tories in cnisis and the zeneral elec
tim fiol so far away, the jdea ihai
decp-seated political initiative 15 un
derway does not stand up o exar
ion. The reality is the growing
econoemic depression in the North of

& ¥
Oone of

-l
wimils

Jizast

words  do

CETI-

such

A
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Ircland, the unwilbingrness of Britan
w do anything ahout it and thee very
peripheral place occupied by the
North of Ireland in British politics.
Not only may the readership of this,
mugrarme nol know who the Northern
Ireland, Secretary of Swate s, notonly
does: the British general public cer-
wmly mot know,
wimdered if, &t

it can even be

timmes,

Margamt

S.A 43 ?‘ "‘.il

5 "‘ULL REMISSION

BOBBY
RAY

T]".aIL' her remembers

And vet the world 15 changing. If
Thatcher reslly is on the way out,
thei' o, too, 15 het own very personal
comuritment o Umionism. A modemn
European, Tke Michact Hesclume,
would be wnlikely to have any such
Unionist hang-ups. 1 could even he
thar the tracdhtional siralegic mpor-

E:a
CILimesh

FRANCIS
g : JHULHES

PATSY
OHARA

FEATURE

Mora lNexible on colonial palicy than Labour: is Thatcher heading a rethink on Ireland?

tance of Ireland 10 Brtain may have
dimimshed when new Europe cmicr-
ges [mvm the cument comvulsions. In
such croumstances the age-old Irish
republicun Beliel that sooner or later,
il thee pressure 15 applied, Briain will
wiEml ool 115 losses l.';"lll gl:l. OuUL H'Iﬂ}'
mndesd come into its owi

The depressing thought is that the
one circumstance where this seems
unlikely to occur is the
evenl of & Labour vic-
tory at the next election.
As Labour’s attacks on
Brooke's willingness: o

consider & chalogue with
Sinn- Fem madicaty, the
truth s that today

| abawer 15 more conser-
vative Lhan sections of
the Tories on the Irish
natiomal guestion. British
Tory government’s have
always been willing to
dump ther chauvinistc

haggape and colonial
mentulity when it sujls
wider  Interests.  For
Labour, corusnly for

somecne like Meil Kin
nock, such baggage and
such a mentality are al
most Orst principles,

S0 unless Michael
Heseline gets s act
fozether prety #oon, or there is some
spectacular development m the war
fromt the politics of the stand-off n
the Merth of Ireland seem unlikely 1o
change for a few yesrs yet. So, sommy
folks, bot there is no end in sight.

“the slum
conditions of
the North of
Ireland
economy testify
to the familiar
British
indifference
and political
laziness in
respect of
Ireland, which
have done so
much to sustain
Ireland’s British
probhlem over
the centuries”
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In the South,
neither the
Labour Party
nor the
Workers'
Party
ditferentiate
themselves
from the
union
bureaucrats
.... But Sinn
Fein instead
of
counterposing
itsalf to its
political
enemies and
the
bureaucrats,
tries to play
the political
game on their
terms”

i R ELAND

DOUBLE

FEATURE

Why Republicans
can’t say yes to talks

Is the IRA going to
declare a ceasefire
in the near future in
exchange for some

concessions
granted by the
present
administration in
Belfast headed by
Peter Brooke? LIAM
MAC UAID argues
that the answer is
‘no’.

Last year's elections in the
26 counties saw Sinn Fein
thoroughly marginalised as
a politcal force. It wom 1.2
pereent of the voie as com-
pared 1o 1.99 percent i the
1987 glection. By -any
standards 1L was a temble
result for an orgamisabon
claiming 1o represent the demand
of the Irish pcople for freedom.

In the circumstances it was not far
shott of a catastrophe. The Progres
sive Democrats who split from Fianna
Fail because 1t wasa't sufficiently
Thawhente in its economics and pro
Hritish m ils polites saw their shore
of the Yot fall rom 11.8 percent to
5.5 percent Fismna Fail retained its
percentage of the weie but lost four
seats, one w an mdependent on the
single 1ssue of the closure of a local
hosmtal. Most significanty it lost
large numbers of working class voles
and only saved scveral seals beacause
of transfers [rom Fine Gael and the
Progressive Democrats.

In fact the election marked a
radicalisation in Irish politics. The
stalmist Workers” Parly and the class
collaboratiomst  Labour Parry each
made & nel gain of three seats and
even the Greens had two TDs electad
Sinn Fein didn't win a single seat
The Irish working class, reacting
agamst an ecomomic crisis and vears
of musterity offensives, abandoning
Fienng Fail, mirned not to Smn Fein
bul o two partes whose economic
perspectives are really no different
from the bourgeols parties

b

Garey
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not seen as a politcal altemative Lo
the crisis of capitalist rule.

In the MNorth the simation is nol
quite so dire. In last year's council
elections Sinn Fean won 69,000 votes,
11 percent of the wtal votes cast. The
party considers this to be the sohid
Republican hedrock, Another more
socurate way of desoribing the same
phenomenon is that the wave of
political radicalisatiom thur followed
the H-Block struggle and was ex-
pressed by the electoral rise of Simn
Fein has been halted,

This has created two poligeal
poles n the Republican movement
At ane extreme, activists talk of the
need o dig m for 2 ‘long war'. In
practice, because the Iack of mass
struggles allows the repressive forces
o concentrate almost entirely on the
Republican movement, the srmed
siruggle has become mone  adven-
turist, and civilian deaths now com-
prise a preater peopartiom of those
killed by the TRA (39 percent)

To compound this, Shorts arcraft
factory, a major industrial emplover
of protestants i Helfast has been at-
racked twice in recent months, once
in the same wesk that Gerry Adams

spake at the Ard Fheis on
the need w address the
needs of  protestant
workers.

At the other pole, and
these are people who arc
being squeezed at the mo-
ment, s thiwse
Republicans who want o
tummn 1o the Southern work-
ing class snd make Sinn
Fein a working class pasty
m its poliics as well as s
social composition-  In
both the Morth and the
South there 15 & large
polincal space  which
could be filled by a class
struggle party with an un-
derstending of the naton-
al question which reflects
the view of most of the

Insh workmg class.
. Rl In the MNorth there s
Adams: wants new approach fo protestant workers  simply no opposition to
Sinn Fein, in the eyves of radicalis- e cilandration. of ﬂ_'lE'
ing Irish working class volers, was  ade umion burcaucracy in  dis-
crimination.  Conseguently  most

nationalist workers have only a dm
understanding of the connection he-
tween frade union sregples and the
national question. The SDLP, s mem-
ber of the Socialist Inlemationsl snd
party of the Catholic bourgeoisic has
an atdtude 1o class sougpgle that
makes Kimnock look like a Trowskyist.

In the South, neither the Labour
Party nor the Workers' Party differen
tiale (hemselves from  the union
burcaucrals who participate in what is
called ‘“The Programme of National
Recovery”, and do not challenge the
nced [or cuts. Bat Sinn Fein is con-
scious of s solation, and inswead of
counterposing itsell 1o s polincal
ememies and the burcaucrats, i tres
o play the political game on their
lerms,

Betwoen the twa poles, there is &
gradation of views, The Republican
leadership is pragmatic and occupics
the centre ground becanse  iis prm-
cipal concern 15 W hold the movemen!
together. In this it has-been remarkab
ly successful, thus far only losing
some of the more politcally primitive
traditionalisis.

Bul sometimes there Is & politcal
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price - be pad for or-
panisational  unity. The
mechanism throagh which
the leadership preserves the
unity of the Republican
movemen! 15 o mlegrate
those wdeas which 1t cither
finds  alfractive
mANSWET,

or can'l
evien when thesc
result. m oan uncomiorliable
combination. Sa, for ex-
ample, virtmally every alec-
tion in the Narth sees some
sort cof appeal from Sinn
Fein for a pact or alliance
with the SDLP,

Dhring  the  Hunger
Sirike in 1931, the SDLP
didn"t dare stand agsinst

Bobby  Samds  when  he
soght election to
Westminster.  But  the

Republicans don't properly
grasp that this was because
of the SDLP's terror at
being crushed, The SDLP is the mas
enthusiastic supporter of the Anglo
Insh Agrecment, an agrecment whose
principal  &lm 18 b0 destmy
Republicamsm as a force in Tnsh
polinies. What carthly reason is there
for the SDLP o form an electoral
pect with the Sinn Fem?

Similarty in the South, Sirm Fein
makes ‘constant - appeals ' Fisnns
Fail. In a press conference given just
aller i Dublin count decided not 1o ex-
tradile hom. Owen Cammon implored
Fianna Fail o put &n end to all ex-
tradition. They are no more likely to
repeal the Secton 3! restrictions on
broadeasting statements by Sinn Fein
members; indeed such sppeals 1o
théem on this besis only reinforce the
vigw Lhal they arc the parfiamentary
defenders of Irish natonalism,

Appealing to the bourgeois parties
as representatives of nationalist volers
iz nol the same thing as frying 1o
break the large numbers of working
class valers from these parties by put-
tng demands on them. To do so
demands a clear undersionding of the
class namure of the SDLP and Fienma
Fail. This is lacking.

Yot at the same time stulernenis by
Adams and the papges of Republican
Mews are filled with reférences o the
wirking class. Holding the muovemeont
wpether demands that the adoprion of
programmatic: advances is done a1 the
spead al which it s felt the averape
cumarm  (branch} can handle the
change. Memwhile the working
class, the Brits amid (he bourgecisie
Move oft.

Withour their common seceplanicn
ol the necessity for armed strugple
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against  British  Imperialism, the
various strands of opmion m the
Republican movement do niet have g
gregl deal mocommon sdeolomcally.
They meclude rampant  catholics,
[emimists, marzists who becams
Republicans, Republicans who &
becoming maraisis, people who in
Britain or Europe would be guite
happy as social demwcrats and large
numbers of peaple who just hate the
Brtich army m their sireets

Accommodalting 4] these s some-
thing of & mumph ol pragmatisny bt
it provelises such eguivocation as Sinn
Fein’s posilion on abortion and its
reluctanee o campaign openly fur
divorce: It also means that a lot of
what happens in the world is stmply
ignored  hecause it cannot be fitted
within the movement’s dealogical
framework.

Thas has very direct polilical con
seguenices,  While the Republicans
happily identify themselves with the
Palestinian intifads snd quote Nelson
Mandela's comments on armed strug-
gie approvingly, they just do not
know how to respond 10 the collapse
of stalmism.

This iz partly because they do not
imderstand . and panly  because
there &= some ‘stallnist influence in
thewr ranks. However the Workess
Party has recently expelled a leading
wleologue, Eophan Hams, who ar
gued that socialism is now nothing

it an old  peoples’  dream.
Muoanwhile Workers' Party [lcader

Promsias de Roussa propounds market
slutons w the crisis of the lIrish
Yer o oa ume when -a
polittcal enemy with a large werking
class base s o turmaodl,  the

';'.'.-CU]“JTI'I_M'
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Dun'T LET
SI'HIISE IRISH
[ PRISUNEH)S
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The 100,000 at Babby Sands’ furaral was the equivalent of 1.7 milllen In Britain

Eepublican mevement is not gble 10
produce A critigue or afempt o win
1= ‘_GIJTI'ETLITT.L'T 5

(3 necessity this survey of the
present siwsation of the Republican
Movement has been gloomy. But
remember that 100,000 people at-
ended Bobly Sands” [uneral m 1981
this is the equivalent of s erowd of al
most 1,125, m Brman Remember
also the aweanspimng harolsm of -
numerzhle Kepublican militants who
every day face sudden deaih at the
hands of the UDA, UDR, RUC and
British army

Most important of all remember
the resilience of the nationalist werk-
ing ciass. There have been worse
roughs in the present souggle. Be-
tween 1974 and 1979 the Republican
mirvement was . lillle more than a
mifitary machme and it was the mass
movement created by the campaigns
mn defenee of the prisoners which
stimulated ils political development

There is no mass mOoVement
dommated by the Republicans at the
morent and even the recent extradi-
den victartes have been the product
of conflicts nside the Insh ruling
class rather (han the fruils of mass
strupgle.

It is the pohtcal hewcrogeneity of
the Republicans which allows us 1o
predict that they will not lay down
their arms in the [oreseeable [uture.
There is a layer of sctive and passive
syppart which they know they can
rely on. The chillenge facing them is
to lead the Irish working class in the
battle against Brinsh imperialism and
Inish capitalism — and that is the chal-
lenge they have sifl w meet.

“while the
Republicans
happily identify
themselves with
the Palestinian
intifada and
guote Nelson
Mandela's
comments on
armed struggle
approvingly,
they just do not
know how to
respond to the
collapse of
stalinism”
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The bool seems always to be on the other foot: and the othar foot Is alwa
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on 2 policeman! The March Poll Tax demo.

Tory crisis: why Kinnock
won’t put the boot in

The news thal fewer young peuple in
Brtn roogmise the name of Neil Kin-
nock than Nelson Mandela or Mikhail
Gorbachey will sumprise few Lahour
activisis: 11 18 perhaps more Surprising
that a Labour Party which has veered
[rom low prefile w no profile on all
the kev issues of the day should he 20)-
24 percent ahead in the opinion polls,

This lead has litde 1o do wilh Labowr's
policies. The Tores” handimgz of the
ceoniimy, wgether with the massive hatred
of the Poll Tex amd Kenneth Clarke’s NHS
reforms, have fllowed the massive popular support for the ambulance
warkess, helpmg 1o make the Thatcher government the most unpopular
for a long time. Since the sell-destruction of the "cenire’ parties which
furmed the *Alliance’ in [987, Labour has been the main bensficiary,
picking ap a massive lead m the opinion polls, and achieving the spec
tacuiar by-eloction viewsry in mid-Sialfordshire; now there i the prob
ability that on May 3 the Pany could even mmprove on'its previous peak
suppest of 1986,

Confidence in the Tones™ handling of the econamy, usually the
issue over which they keep 4 lesd over Labour in the polls, has
evaporatad, Not emly dots inflalion look like topping the 10 percent
mark, with imlerest {gnd most significantly morigage interesl) Tates
showing no sign of [elling, bul the Tornes arc under atlack from their
‘wwn' side. Beth the director general of the CBT and the governor of the
Bank of England have disputed Chancellor John Major’s more
forecasis for the economy, amd underlimed the Tories’
taifure o svert e decling in manufaciunng myvesiment

A survey of City mnd scedemic cconomists for the Eoomimiv

) L T T

As the Tories' crisis worsens,
swinging votes Kinnock's way,
Labour's response seems to get
weaker, argues PETE FIRMIN.

But is this simply the new
leadership style of Neil's team, or
the fruits of Labour's commitment
to reforming a capitalist system
plunged deeper into crisis by
Thatcher's policies?

showed two-thirds:  beheving that
Labour’s John Smath wosld make a better
Chancellor than Jobn Mayor. Even the
i Fuldled) figures for the fall in wemploy-
ment are nio longer heralded as a major
achievement, since the Tories recognise
them as double-edged. The removal of
high unemployment as a psyehological
deterrent Lo fighting for sigmlicant wage
rises is the [ast thing the Tones wint at 3
tme of nemg milation.

The Tones' ‘nawral allies’ have
deserted them on other issues boo, with
the banks withdrawing [rom the smdent
loims scheme and the Engineering Employers’ Federalion crilicising the
proposed  amestment of wages of non-payers of the Poll Tax as
*detnmental o mduserial relations’

Thatcher s isolation intemationally on a wide range of 1ssucs only
adils 1o the impression that she 1s a lame duck. Now that the Tomes are
am thee run over their economic policies they seem unable 1o yecapture
fost round on anything, even their usually reliable stanchys of “Taw
anil order” — with crime Ogures still sky-high, and Thaicher’s barmy
fouthal| fdentity card scheme shandoned — and racism, with Norman
Tehhit leading a reactonary revoll over the immigration of Hong Kong
business people that makes the Thatcher leadership seem fike woolly
liberals in comparison.

Skilled workers desert the Tories

Thatcher won the support of an important layer of the skilled work-
ing ¢lass in 1983 and 1987 because her strategy for resiomng the
profilability of British capitalism not only seemed to be working, but
afso seemed 0 be n thelr mierests.

The “shirg-owning, properiy-owning democracy’ was always #
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sham, but the myth could be sold 1o those who
gamed from it in the shor termu The ideological
benefits of privatisation and council house saled were
casy 1o wocepl while the shere market was boayant
and inlerest Taled were low. Now they begin to be
revealed for whot they always were — part of a
strategy of puimg all mdustry mto the hande of |arge
fimancial companies and attackme the “welfare stae’
['ex cuts, even ones which disproportionately benefit
the rich, look different once they no longer offeet
higher morgage payments, infladon and the Pall
Tax.

Thatchier s policies have always beén s dircel and
immiecliale aliack om thal seelon of the working class
which 15 low paid or unempleyed. But i providing
shart term benefits o beler off sections, she
managed to persuade them that her policies were in
their interests, despite pangs of conscience which
have meant that the Tories have always done werse
in the opinion polls on issues such as unemplovment
and the NHE.

Now the economic cnsis; and particularly the Poll
Tax, mean that the chickens we conung home o
reosl, Unil now the Tores have been very careful to attack only one
section of (he class al a time. Indeed, (his wes part of & pre-plammed
straleey, down to the detall of what order o take on differenl unions
isteel workers firse, miners only afler other significant sections had

The Tories have thelr chickens coming home to roest: the Labour Party has thess two

heen defeated). The difference with the Pall Tax is that they are attack-
ing nearly everyone at onge.
Thatcher's loyal lieutenants

Of course, the Tories Bave been ably sssisted throughout ther 11
vears of attacks on the working class: by the
Labour and trade wmion bureageracy, From thear
persislent refusal to lead any defepee of bade
uninT rights or jobs and working conditions, o
their pohitcal bankruptey 1n failing providing any
convincing  ldeological  alternative o ‘the
market’, which is now the starting point of the
Labour programme, Thatcher couldn’t have done
1L wathout them.

As the Tories' crisis becomes starker, this be-

Labour’s electoral
strategy

The supposed high point of which Walworth Road clamped
Labour's general election cam- down on those constituencies

paign of 1987 was the Kinnock threatening to produce manifes- comes more md more obvious. At the height of
video, widely acclaimed by tos which differed from the the Tories' unpopulizity, the TUC and Labour
those who matter (the public ‘official’ line on the Poll Tax Purly sre not willing to defend the working class
relations 'experts’) as 'much for May's council elections . apaimsl the universal pitack on its llving standards
better than the Tories'. Yet the  Those Parties whose manifes- and democrstic fights represented by the Poll
Tories still won, because more tos promised not to fine people Tax. Instead (hey unite in condemmning any notion
peopla still prefarred their for non-payment of the Poll Tax of son-pavment, refuse to call even demonsma
policies to Lahour's bland were told to remove this or Hons ggamst ik, and merely 58y ‘Pay up and vole
i - ' i Labpur when the time comes
WEAIAE POwHex SveriS - have a manifesto written by Since Becoming Labour Leader in 1983, Kin-
Come the next general slec- regional officials imposed upon nock has avoided giving support, let alone en-
tion, Labour's campaign them, and face suspension of couragement, o any section of the working class
promises to be even less politi-  the Party. in conflicl with the Tores. from the miners

cal, judging by the standards of Yet in the general elaction through to the ambulance workers, The most he
the mid-Staffs by-selection. To the stakes are too high for the bas ever donme 15 call for arwration. More often
Kinnock, cashing in on the Left to allow its voice to be his;conlsibutions fitve bour sees {0 SRk oF e
| Tories unpopularity means silenced. To keep our heads | <rine e working clas ighiback. st when b
mmh“g ﬂﬂ“hpﬁmﬁﬂ:“ﬂil — ‘n“ v ml’mgﬂ - 41 xu.-::un-a palice y_‘mm;q-' withoul even the nolional
* ﬁ&ll ot Kinnock’s policies, or to duck \cven-handedness’  of  condemning  police
» A TRVINOSE Ryrie oF out of the campaign al- viotence, and called on railworkers 1o call off
candidate is Glenda Jackson or together, would be to evade their strike and accept BR's pay offer last year.
Peter Mendelson, polished our responsibilities. There has Even within the mules of the parliamentary
media personalities with right to be a Socialist Campaign for game, Kinnock has refused to attack the Torics,
wing politics. a Labour Victory which, while hacking them on ‘national _-_;_c:'unLy’ gmu.pis over
An indication of the deter- calling for a vote for Labour, the Zircon spy sattelite affair and leaving it to
i ' demands Labou hackbenchers (occasionzlly even Tory onesy to
ﬂllfllhﬂﬂ_tﬂ L Mtah: that & - -r Eﬂ_“m probe issues like Colin Wallace's - claims: of
woos Aelag- waN I Ehe FRENE mplamunt SOLESN '8 ThE :,:E'r'n:hnlqglr.al warfare in the North of lreland and
SO0 &5 §ian by the e I interests of the working class. even refusing to go onto the offensive when this
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Smile! i's candid camera! Has Kinnock persuaded these keen photographers to run him off a sot of contact prints to aase axpulsions?

The witch-hunt that kas been going
on for years against individuals,
particularly Mifilan! supporters, and
Constituency Parlles Is once Hﬂ!h‘l
focussed on HI‘.‘I‘H'ﬁidE, with the
tahour Party machinery stepping In
to protect Frank Field by Iﬂﬂﬂiﬂl‘lg
both Milifant and Soclalist Or-
ganiser. The additional ohjective Is
to prevent Waliasey from !El&ﬂil’lﬂ da
left candidate. But the wifch-hunt Is
also being stepped up a noich
around the Poll Tax.

Councillors from Brighlon to Strathe-
lyde are facing disciplinary action for
refusing to vole lo set a Poll Tax. Many
on the left with a track record of opposi-
tion fo culs and the Poll Tax have been
pravenied from slanding as councillors
on May 3. In Swansea the selection ol
the Chair of the Wales anti-Poll Tax
Federation (a Militant supporter) lo
reptace the sitting mayor has been over-
turned, the party suspended, and the in-
dividual concemned now faces expulsion,

Thizs syslematic witch-hunl has now
extended to letters from Walworth Rd
telling parties to have nothing fo do with

The witch-hunt and the
Poll Tax

fhe All-Britain Federation of Anti-Poll
Tax groups, thraatening to lake action
againg! the aclivists invalved.

Kinnock's offensive against the anfi-
Poll Tax movemant fits nicely in with tha
altempls of the media 1o label the move-
mem as the puppels of Miifan the
Socialist Workers Party or Class War
{with the addilional neal touch of the
righi wing and the press blaming
Militant for the NUT conference dacision
for industrial action). At the same fime
we have the scandaloss decision of
Labowr-run Hackney Council to suspend
Andy Murphy lor being interviewed on
Class War's aftitude to the Tralalgar
Square ‘rioft’.

The 1eft must have a principled posi-
tien of fighting this witch-hunt both in-
side and outside the Labour Parly with
ihe broadest possible defence of
democratic righis. Socialists must
refuse to accomodale lo what the witch-
hunters consider accepiable, and in-
stead step up our involvement in the
mass anti-Poll Tax movement.,
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unearthed & can of wWorms.

Kinnock's concern has been solely with 2
fruitless search for 1ssues on which he could units
with *wet’ Tories or even the Lords apains|
Thaicher. Defence of workmg clags imterests
hasn't entercd Hx thinking. Now, at & fime when
the Taotles are less popular then ever, he doesn’|
even ¢all on them o anmonnce-a generdl clection
putling their policies ‘1o the verdict of the people’
something Harold Witson regularly called on the
Tories 1o do; Insiead he only seems 1o echo the
bleatings af the Tory “wets' that Thatcher 1= bud
for the country. [t isalmost as i he 3% urguing for
a change of Tory leader rather thun confronting
thoar  policies — pethaps not realising  (hal
Thatcher s personal unpopuiznty 15 8 major factor
m Labsour's electoral supporl

Kinnock's strategy

The Labour leadership’s concemn has heen
solely for respectability and acceplence by the
ruling class and therr media, Tuming their hacks
on the working class, they have done the [oll
round of busmessmien's limches and corferences
o win (he capilakists’ comfidenee. This guest for
respectabiiity reached s most sickening depths
when Roy Hauersley, in his role as Shadow
Hemmie Secretary, called — withoul benelit af tnal
or cvidenee — fior “the stiffest possible senlences”
for those myvalved m the Poll Tax "ned’

This has geme hoand-in-hand with a remomse-
less doove e chteh every Jast Labour policy which
contaimed cven a whiff of socialism, snd clampmg
down on the perty democracy which could
threaten thes course.

The ‘lesson” Kimock drew from the Wilsim
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Kinnock's style of twist could leava us all on the rock and roll

and Callaghan govemments of 1974 79 is not that they cane to grief
because they attempted to resolve the cnsis of capitalism by attscking
workmeg ¢lass iving slandards, but that they weren't nthless cnoegh m
cloing 5o, mnd [aled fo suppress the revoll within the labour movemeni
against these pohcies

The susterity measures of those povemments mel ncreasing work
ing class resistance, both theough simkes’ and within the decision

iking bedies of the labour meveémenl. culmineting in the sulo

Party confercnce, and then the “Winter of
sconent’. The defeat of Callaghan m May
1979 was followed by the adoption of left
policies om a wide range of issues, whie-ranging
messures lowands Party democmicy, and the
near-electiom of Tony Benn as deputy leader in
1981

For some sections of the medis and their
paymasiors m the tulmg class 1L appeared that the
Lubour Party might change fundamentally, 1o be-
come a sociaist party, committad o more than
tinkering reforms.

As a party based on working class support,
there are, in the last apalysis, lwo pessible routes
Labour can take. Umne is w0 embrace the sysiem,
and reassure the ruling class tha — despite 1is
more unrely volers — 1t 158 ‘respectable” party
committed th  policies m  the interests of
capilalism and better able to control the working
® class when the Tores ane unpopular. The other
wollld be to break wath the swvitem, and hight for
thie nterests of the working class and socialism
agaunst capilabism

Kinnock, like every previous Labour leader,
1 commitied unguestionimgly o the first road and mmplacably opposed
iy the second Tn desirme (o become prime mimsler he can see no fur-
ther than wanting W gam recognition from the howrgeors media. That
here iz nit the. slightest concermn with wirming working clats support
for policies which might contain the merest ht of & challenge to
capitatism was svmbolised eurly on by the closmg down of even the
meaty-mouthed Labowr Weekdy newspaper, and 1is replacement with
the eynical matl shot glossy Labowr Party News, the very antithesis of
a campaigning puhlication and epitome of

Labour Party Socialists
Conference
MAY 19th & 20th

This conference offers the opportunity for the

building of a broad, democratic organisation of

the Labour Left at a time when Labour is riding

high in the polls and active resistance to the

Tories is greater than at any time in the last
elaven years.

In addition to discussing what policies we
should be fighting for Labour to adopt in the
1990s and the democratic changes we want to
bring about in Labour’s structures, the con-
ference will be discussing campaigns over the
witch-hunt, Poll Tax and general election.
This is an essential conference for all Party
members interested in fighting the politics of
‘new realism’,

The Future Of Socialism In The Labour
Party
SHEFFIELD POLY
The Student Union, Pond Street

Kinnockism

Kimnock hus been precccupied with
pwer issues: firstly, reversmi all pohicy
commitments: unpalatable W the mling
class, such & nationslisation, repeal of
anti-unton laws; moreases in public spend-
g and unilateral disarmament. Secondly,
he hias attempted 1o close down all avenues
of Tesistance to these policy changes both
now mnel in the funme: This éxplains his
opposition to the self-organisation of black
people and women in the Pany, the closing
down of the bLabour Party Young
Socialists, and the prolonged wilch-hunt,
mvalving the suspension of Conslituency
Parties and districts which dared o cross
hint, and the expulsion of ndividuals
(primarily Mifiant supporiers]

lhe attack on Pamy democracy con-
tinues relentlessly, with the proposals o
reverse mandatory reselection of MPs (one
of the pame of post-1979) for all siuing
MPs, the exension of "ons member, one
yoie' (and posial ballowsy o all Jocal party
decisions, the downgrading of perty con-
ferences, both national and regional, from
sovercign bodies to talkmg shops, and vl-
tmatcly the aholition of the block vote.

The eventual sholiion of the block
volc 15 the most far-reaching of these chan-
ges, intended (o cut off the possibility of
working class opposition (o a Labour

government’s  policies  resching o
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Labour conferance and over-
mming the leadership. ©f
course, despite the demagogy
of some, this would nol
restrict (he mftuence of trade
union bureaucrats on Labour
policy, bul rather make It
even harder for the rank and
file to call them o account.

Kimnock wants to be able
fo tic the bureaucrats to sup-
port for Lebour policies, such
ms wige conirols, withool
vy backlash  from  ther
members. He has of course,
had o wead carefully over
the speed with which he has
maoved on this, atlempting o
ertsiure that the CLPs are [ully
‘tamad” before giving them
sole decision-muking rights.

‘Sit back and wait
to be elected’

With these elements in
place, Kinnock's approach
has been o wail for the
Tories to become unpopular.
He couldn't do otherwise,
given that Labour hus no fun-
damemtally different policies
to offer. Indeed, given Labour's response is always “why should we say
what the Tories shoulid do with the sconomy, we're not in government'
it is hard 10 sec whal the economists “prefer’ in Labour's programme.

Above gll else, Kinnock desires a smooth change of government
without unrest as part of dempening working class expeciaions of a
Labour government.

The risk — one Kinnock is propared 1o take because he puls the
stability of capitalism even shove his own desire W become prime mini-
ster — 15 that the Tories cowld recover by the time of the general election.
Harald Wilson's Lahowr governmenl nearly did alier facing a similarly
large deficit m the polls. A change in the Tory leadership (not unkikely
if their crisis comtinues over the summer) and an econemic recovery in
1991 could make (s at least a remote possibility.

The Torics lagged a long way behind in the polls during stages of
the miners’ sirike. The way o ensure they don't recover would be w
support the struggles against them, but this is of course the exscl op-
pasite of what Kinnock warits.

Labour's contradictions

In wanting to suppress Party democracy, Kinnock recognises the
conmadiction for the Labour Pany, While desiring the endorsement of
the ruling class, it relies on the voles and support of the working class.
Regardless of Kinnock's insistence that & Labour govemment will
promise nothing of any substance, 8 Labour glection victory will raise
expeciations in the working class that it will camy oul measures in their
mterest,

Indeed, as the Tores hit more and more problems, working class
confidence is hoosted even in advance of an clection. Conflict botween
a working cluss fighting for its interests and a Labour government com-
mitted |0 austerity measures in Lhe micrests of capitalism are viriwally
inevitable, cven if we can't predict the how and when.

This is slready coming to the fore over the Poll Tax, where
Kirnock's line of *Pay Up and Vote Labour” - the equivaient of the old
promisc of 'pie in the sky' — conflicts with the desire of milliens 1o
defeat the Poll Tax here and now. The Labour leadershup’s msistence
that it would take them two years after an election to replace the Poll
Tax with an unspecified ‘roof wx' makes their ling even less altractive,
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Fighting the Poll Tax today ... the ‘roof tax’ tomorrow?

and is an indicadoen of their problems 10 come.
The Tasks of the Left

The view thal Thatcher was unbeatable, or at best could only be
heaten by pacts with the Liberals and SDP, put aboul not 50 long ago by
Marxism Today, has been replaced by one thal says that Kammeck's
policies are the only way 1o beat Thatcher. Yera Labour government
carrying out the Pariy's current policies could be a disasier for the
working class.

Unless we build & pole of altraction which cen offer an alternative
political lesd, agmnst a Labour governmenl if necessary, conflict be-
rween Labour-and the working class will lead 10 demoralisation and dis-
llusionment, with the possible replacement of Labour by a Tory
government even further to the right, as happened in 1979,

The 1asks of the Labour Left are clear. In addition to building the
largest possible opposition now to Kinnock's policy and constmtional
changes, we have o link up with those engaged in struggle agamst the
Tories (especially over the Poll Tax), offering both 4 perspective for
these struggles amd laying the basis [or opposition 1o the policics of a
Kinnockite governmenl.

Despite Kinnock’s fervent wishes, such opposition will spill over
into the Party itself; our lask is to ensure it is organised and umited
around # elear alternative. The groundwork for this can be laid by draw-
ing thuse fighting the Tories now into the Party on a perspective of op-
posing the palitics of "new realism’.

The clection of a Labour government would most probably lead 10
an initial demobilisation of struggles, while people waited to sec what it
would do. (We only need think of the opposition we would meet in ar-
guing [or continued resiskamce o the Poll Tax alier & Labour victory.)
But we canmot wait, we need to starl now if an sliemative is 1o gain
credibility.

While it would he wrong to pose the Labour Party Socialisis con-
farence in Shelficld on May 19th/20th as ‘the answer” for the lefi, jtcan
g0 some way towards preparing the lefi for the tasks ahead, even a1 2
timie when the left is weaker than it has been for years, The setting up of
2 national, democratic organisation of the Labour Left and campaigns
arcund the Poll Tax and the witch-hunt, and the launching of 2 left cam-
palgn for the general election would be & big step forward.
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A new world

order?

It is widely recognised that the crisis in the
Soviet Union and Eastern Europe will have
knock-on effects worldwide. But, says PHIL
HEARSE, the crisis of Stalinism is just one
more sign of the collapse of the world system
which emerged from World War 2.

The long struggle of the twentieth century -
what Lenin called the '‘epoch of imperialism’ -
is building up into a crescendo of planet-wide
economic and social change. The way in which
this evolves will determine not only the
immediate future of socialism, but whether
socialism is an historic possibility.

The post-war history of capitalism lalls
mly three main phases: the immediate
post-war reconstructon, the long post
war boom starting in moest counirics in the
early 1950z, and the profonged crisis and
spiral towards recession which has lasted
smed the late 1960s,

Alrcady tho post-war crisis has lasted
bwinly years, as long as the initial boom nsalf
In Marxist terms, this is: & cmsis of
‘everproduction’, a crisis of profiability. The
mnigqueness of the presemt world situation is
that the elements are beginning W cmerge of a
radical solution to this crisis, which could set
off a new wave of capitalist accomulation and
econumic hoom, The key [actors here would
be the restoration of capialism in Eastern
Europe and the defeat of revolution in the third
waorld, which in tum waould create the precon-
ditions for defeats of the warking class in the
arbvanced capitalist west. We will look a1 the
different elements of the world crisis and final-
ly discuss how they combine.

The 1980s ‘upturn’

When Thatcher came o power m 1979 her
govermment deliberately crashed the Rrish
BCUTITY, STeating & massive  deflationary
recession, The aim of this deflatiom, which
sent unemployment rocketing over the 3 mil-
on mark for the first tme, was 0 "shake out’
znd restructure Reitish mndusiry,

When  Reagsn  was clected In 1980
everyone expected that he would do the same
o the UUSA, But ‘Resganomics’ tumed inu
something very different, m some ways the
vary opposite. Through “muilitary
Keynesianism', an enormous incredase in the
state financed military budger, Reagan tumed
the United Staes into & boom economy. Yup
pies were born of Ronald Reagan, as the
Ametican middle class enjoved o consumption
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But this: boom
was not the result
af -any  dynamic
surge of  US
manufaciuring. In
fac1, covmiprared
with GGemmany and
Japan, us
manuiaciunng
was dechning. The
COnsumption
boom was  sup-
plicd by imports and financed by credit. Thus
the expansion created two imwanted effects;
the United States wa< mmied into the world's
biggest debtor naliod, as high inierest fates
sucked in foreign fogns. And the government's
own spending defieit mushroomed inte the
mllions.

The nel Tesuli way W geneTale 8 Surgs In
the ceonomics of all the mapor cepiiadist
coumtries. Thatcher’s clection viclory m 987
wias nel based solely on the defeat of the
miners” srike, bul an the fact tht the Brinsh
ectonumy had been dragged ow of roeession by
this US-led world muni:-boem - and thus m
portant sections of the middle class and even
sections of the working lass hald seem their
living standamels hold up,

The signal [or the coming end of the mini-
boom, showing its ulimate msustamability,
wias the November |987 stock niarkel crash.
The crash revealed the overpricing of shares
worldwide - the Tact thal boom was hased on
speculalive bomrowing snd not s Nimdameneal
restoralion of the tate of prafit. Like all
speculative  hooms,  American
Kevnesianism had sraved off the crisis but
only by creating bigger contradictions which
would emerge at a later stuge.

Mow the world economy s heading mlo

miifiLary

Third warld poverty? No! It's Britain's Barrow-in-Furness under Thatcher

tecession. That is the basic tessom why
Thaicher van't wm the Britsh economy round
in time for the next elecion, Cnly m the
medium and long term 15 there any prospect of
a mew economic boom: and that requames not
st the ‘mommal’ workings of the world
-cu:nnnrny, hut massive changes in world
polics.
Debt crisis

The drift wwards deeper crisis in the world
capitalist coonomy has had s frst-and most
dramatic effects in the ‘third world'. The tuly
arpantic sspects of this ersis are often under-
pepimated m the WesL Since 1983, net capital
{ransfers to the third world have been negalive
- in (ther worels the poor are heing forced o
subsidize the rich counmics, In 1977 the net
outllow of capiial from the imperialist powers
ip the less developed economics of the third
wiorhd was $36:9bn: by 1986 1 had exactly
reversed with a net capizal flow to the West of
HT4bn.

Huge ocutflows of loans o the less
developed countries started when the banks
were awash wilh "petro-dollars’ m the 1970s.
Bur Reaganite deficit financing sucked invest-
ment into the United States [rom the early
1980s onwards. The downwarnd pressure on
commodity prices, coupled with the problems
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of ‘third world'  mdusines
breaking mio protected m-
penalist markets have muade
il impossible for Latin
American.  and  African
couniries Lo service, et alone
repay their loans: they have
been canght in a spiral of
debt The trend wwerds: the
expansion of the thind worid
econaomies has collopsed,
be  replaced IMF
auslonty packapes

The 'mewly industrialis-
mg counmies’ of Asia - Sin-
gapore,  Taiwan, Korea E8
Hong Kong - are pertial ex-
cophions - and eéven ther
growlh has sharply slowed
down., The fundamental ©
characteristic of imperialism = -
- in which the less'developed &
eronomies sink ever deeper
mio poverty o pay interesi
charges which hnd the
profits of bankers in the “Grst world” - 15 reas-
serting itself with & vengesnce.

A question mark lpoms over this process,
Will the diepening impoverishment of the
makses in tie sermi-colonial countries spark off
new revolutionsry explosions? This guestion
15 fundamentally one of politcal leadership
tmd perspective [or the mass organisations of
the oppressed: it cannot be mnswered merely
b reference to the economic facts, The defeat
m Micaragua is pant of a growing political of-
[cnsive against the masses of the third world,
spearheaded by the United States, but aided by
the despening “peaceful coexistence” policies
of Gorbachey, which played s [ateful role in
Micaragud.

Any idea of an autamatic. tHumphant and
uninterrupted upsurge hy thie people of the
world's poor countries against imperialism has
o be rejected. While dn & whole scries of
countries there are massive revolls against im-
penalist oppression, there s formidable
obstacles in the way of new revolubionary vic-
tories.

The collapse of Stalinism

Central to the hastening collapse af
Sealinism, which involyes all the post-
capltalist states snd the communist parties, is
the stagnation and [milue of the Soviet
econamy. At rool, this 15 a crisis arising from
the fack of dynamism or sbility to innovae
which paralyses the development of the
bureaucratic  command coonomy, Only the
miilitary sector parlially esceped this, but only
at the pnce of stripping the rest of the
ecomomy of much of ils productive paoteniial.

The lurch inte ‘desp stagnatiom” o the
USSR was highlighted by the 1980= in[lation-
ary boom in the West. Living stmdards of part
of the population in the West held up or im-
proved, In the USSR it only smgnamed, The

with
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microchip revolution was able to make some
progress in the Westy in the USSR it never got
off the ground. Thus the gap in the productive
potential of East and West has increased.
Socialsts ol course should have no 1l

lusitms; the parial svccesses of Westem
capitalism were ai the expense of the 40 mil-
lon unemploved, the millions more excluded
from the ‘two-thirds secely’, and at the ex-
pense of the third world Capaalism has oot

“Any idea of an automatic,
triumphant and uninterrupted upsurge
by the people of the world's poor
countries against imperialism has to
be rejected ... there are formidable
obstacles in the way of new
revolutionary victories™

stghlised sl bur s dynmamism Tar ow
stripped that of the bureancratic econmmies.

Perestraika and glasnos! are the response
of the reform wing of the Soviel bureaucracy
W this crisis, Bul the end of the Brezhney
divctrine has given the space to the masses of
Eastern Europe by push through théir political
revill. The consequenice has been the dramatic
collapse of S1afinist rule.

But this collapse wkes place m g very dif-
ficult context from the viewpoint of the strg
ele for world socialism. The dhscnee of amy
viable exampies of socialisi democracy in the
real world have created a situation in which
myths of capialist prospenty and democracy
hawe wide currency in Eistern Europe. Thete
15 & great damper that the revolt will lead woa
restoration of capitabism. In parocaler 17 the

reunification of Germany i
achieved on a capitaliss basis, the
configuration of forces on a
world scale will be ransformed.

Capitalist competition

The modern nation state was
bom with camitabism; the micgra
ton of previously scpardle
capitalist states with one anolher
has only ever been permanenily
achicved by conguest. Bul in the
W face of the nse of Jupanese and
US ccomomic power, there have
8 been [our decades of moves
wowards FEumopesn  inlegration.
Before the events in Eastern
Europe, it looked as if the world
capitalist cconomy woild soom
revioive aroumd three major blocs:
Japan, dominating the four mewly
industrialised counmmies i Asia;
the United States, with domina-
gon m Ladn Americe; snd
Western Europe, trving o make
openings (o the East, bul in
which Germany and France would be the
strongest nakions.

The events m Easterm Europe have
schieved a partial distuption of this schems.
European economic micgration may  stll
proceed, but only under the sbsolule domma-
tion of Gormany. Even in the imlikely event
thil German reunification were not schieved,
West Germemy would still be the main
beneficiary of new economic lmks with the
east. Although the costs of reunification will
be high [or West Germany, evenmally it is
bound o Topresenl an immense increase in
economic and political power. A united
capitalist Germany would emerge on much
more equal terms with the United Stales and
Tapan,

The conlipuration of the world system waill
of course slse depend on whether a series of
smaller capitalist states emerge in Eastern
Europe and from the independence of a series
of Soviet nationulities.

Devalopment of the crisis

Now do the different elements of the new
world situation [t together? 1T wie look =t it
from the viewpoint of the prospects for world
capitalism, then a number of things are clear.
In the comtext of the emergmp capitalist
downiurm, the lomg phase of capitalist reces-
sion hes mot been To boost
profilability for nother long boom would re-
guire a combmation of the re-establishment of
capitsiism in one or & serics of Eastern
Furopean  countries  with  the  continoed
process of assault against revolt in the thrd
wirld, and major new defeats of the working
class m the advenced capitalist countries. In
other words, it requires world imperialism to
laonch a widermnging ollensive and win
enormous victorics. There are considerable
abstaclas to such a process

DY CFCOme.

SOCIALIST OUTLOOK no 24, May 1990




Since the 1974.5 recassion there
hs been o proracied attack on the
position of the workimyg class in the
advanced capitalist Wast

Unemplovment. has gone  well
ahove 3 rmillion, whole scclors of
the population have been excluded
from affluence, and trade union
membership has dechined. Sinee the
late 19708 a wave of cepitahsi
restructuring, based on a new ‘post-
fordist’ model of accumulaticn, at-
temptimg 1o reduce the stile sector
and restructure medustry has swept
the West Yoo the basic sirength of [§
the wirking class sull remeEns in
et Recession and shmmp, as the 1§
T3 showed, have [l use 1 N g

i

defzating the warking class smce
they brnng tuination o scctions of
capitalists as wil |,

Even defems like that suffered
by the mmmers: - Brtem have been
partin]. As svenls since last summer
have showt, Important seclions of the working
cliss are ax willing as ever 1o wage o fight No
generafived defeat of the workers has ocourmed
in any coutry, despite some bad sethacks.
The waorst sethacks have probably been the
collapse of rade unionism in Spain {although
there is a revival of strugple there) and the
chiramic inahility of the LS labour movement
w stem the decline in the proportion of the
working ¢lass which 15 rade unionised.

There is nothing in the new political sifua.
ton which suggests sweeping new viciorics
agamsl the workers In the advanced capitalist
ciumines will be egsy to achieve

The rtestoration of capitalism in Eastern
Furvpe would of course provide the erucial
link i any Tmg-lemm project for restruchiring
the world sysem and creating a new boom
But it can only be done on the basis of uiilis-
mg the East a5 & source of very cheip labour,
and rencvating industry  areund 015 most
praficahle sectors:

In other words, it requires - as the example
of  Poland  shows austenty,
bankropteies and mass unemployment, and the
removal of the state wellare systems, Tt could
orily. hagpen om the basis of & deleat, cnushing
and prolenged, of the East Buropean workers,

That is not exsctly the [uure which the
eitzens of (hese counines opted for when they
rose up againsl stalimsm! The prospect is
therefore one of a long strugple for the [ulue
of Eastern Europe. The musses will certainly
resisl gusterity, against the attempts of both the
West and the bureaucracy to impose 1L

Imparialism appears, in the short erm a
least, to have a much freer hand i the 'third
wirtidl', Despite the grave dangers facing im
pertulism n South Africa a5 de Klerk ey 1o
carry owl 8 controlled mansition o preserve
capitalism ay spariheid is at least pardally dis-
muntled, Gorbachev's policy of weitling

Vicious
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Undermourished in Honduras: the Nicaraguan sethacks may undermine morale slsewhers in 5. America

regional conflicts m & framework of peaceful
coexistence: with capitalism means opposing
revolutionary strugele, snd  brings  grave
dangers for the workers and peasants.

The tevoluton in Central America has
been set back a long way by the defear
Migaragua, The mvasion of Panama snd the
renewed threats against Libva also show that
the United States fecls it has 8 much freer hand
1o intervene against its third world epemies.
New. without doobe, Fidel Castro and the
Cuban revolurion aré the next mujor targer in
the US gunsights.

All this conld have a profoundiy demoralis-
ing effect on the masses in Latin Americs and
lead to skepucism about the possibility of
revolutionary social change. Setbacks on the
political terrain melude the defear of the Lulis-
Workers Party electoral challenge in Braril,
md the continued stalemate in El Sabvadod
which the FMLN offensive has not been ahle
decisively 1o break

Im Asia, imperislist eyes sre on the con-
tinued pressure [rom Pol Pot's forees against
the government m Kampuches - o direct result
of Soviel pressure on the Viemamese 1o
withdraw from that couniry,

Centrality of European events

While these and other glohal flashpaints
continue o highlight the strugple agamst im-
penalist domination, owr whole analyss leads
us 1o the conclusion thal Europe - east and
West - remains 8 decrive areng of this grow
mg world ensts

Without doubt the west European workers”
movement is organisabonally the most'
planied gnd polentially the stronges! i the
world - much more w0 than in Japan, the
Limated S1ales, or the newly developing and un
stable economics of Latin Amerca, It 35 dil
fcult w magne a new ‘basm” withowt g
defests: being inflictsd here. Eastern Evrope

will be the site of the haitle over capitalist res-
toration, a battle which will tske place in the
contexl of a sharp increase i the intepration
and umity of the labour movement continent-
wide. The working class in western Europe
also has a role to play in this fight, as part of
its own stuggle against austerity and exploila-
tioni. The battle for a socialist future in Burope
is crucial as we head towards the nesl century.

Il major defeats on the working class are
mflicied in the coming years world-wide, then
the future is hleak. Only military competition
between NATO and the Warsaw pact has
prevented inter-imperialist competition um-
ing mio inter-imperialist wars in the last four
decades.

Ecolagical catastrophe looms without in-

wemational socialist plarming. Millions of
‘unprofitable’ people will be ‘closed down” by
imperialism in the third world if a massive
restructuring of world capitalism s allowed to
OCCUT.
There is nothing inevitable about
soctalism: and if it o be womn, the socialist lefi
internationally needs 1o renew its struggle on
the basis of the essential twin themes of the
next period - socialist democracy and anti-im-
penialist solidanity.

Anti-imperialist soliduriy must nol just be
#general support for third world sruggles, but
a fight sgainst capitalist restoration in Eastern
Europe - both by raising the issues in our own
lshour movement and by helpmg to build &
left wing in Eastern Europe which will fght
apainst capitalist restoration. But in the face of
the ¢risis in the Soviet Linion, Eastemn Europe
and Ching, “anti-imperialism® without a full
commutment to socialist demecracy and comt-
plete suppert to the weorkers' streggles in the
Sralimist states will Iook like what it really al-
ways was - 3 political copcession to Stalmism.
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DEBATE

Wrong lessons from
Sandinista defeat?

in the last issue, an In Depth
article by Will McMahon
summed up Socialist
Outlook's analysis of the
Nicaraguan election defeat.
Here, GARETH MOSTYN
challenges aspects of that
analysis, and argues that the
emphasis of the article leads
to losing valuable lessons.

Will McMahon's article can be sum-
marised as saying that the mgin reasons
for the defeat of the Sandinistas were:

1y The Sandinista MNational Liberation
Front {FSEN) wore owt of touch with the
penple

2) Lack of direct democracy (recallahle
delegates, workplace elections, a sapreme
councl slected from mass orgenisations, and
50 o,

1) Too much of the economy was lefL
the hands of the bourgeoisio; resources were
given (o them which served 10 undarmine the
revolution.

For these sort of eriticisms 1o be useful w
the Nicaraguans or the Briush, they have to
be: put in the comtext of ntermational
solidarity. This means more than a position
you adopl or 4 sentence that you tack om o
the end of an srticle: it is something vou lec],
anel thal nspires vou,

Inspiration is cvery bil s imporiant &s the
correct politics; neither one is much good
without the other. A movement like ours
needs to be able 1o capture the feeling of
hope and idenufication with the struggle in
MNicaragus, -and W express the despair thal
was {elt al the election defesl, while pointing
the way firward We have to be able 1o do
all this and at the same time mainisin A
migorous analysis and critigue.

I found Will's article very dry, academic
and wmnspmring: so [or those in Batain who
are maved by the Nicarsguan struggle I think
its eriticisms will have fallen on deaf ears.

Salidarity s not just about offering state-
ments of principle abouot standing with the
oppressed against the oppressor. We also
believe in the self-organisation of the op-
pressed: so who do we offer Both our
solidarity and our criticisms o7 Will Me-
Mahon asms his criticisms squarely a the
FSLN, while the solidarity is aimed at the
pecple. The result is ambiguous.

We do not want to see 3 bashful suppon
far ‘Nicaraguan workers and peasants™ we

want o see unconditional suppon
for their organisations, proclaimed
lowd and clear. Criticism should be
i that context, The failure o show
this kKind of solidarty w the San-
dinistas makes the criticisms look
like conditions, almest as if we
were saying ‘our support for the
people would be support for the
FSLN - if they adopred the follow
ing policies’, Yet solidarity for the
peaple that by-passes the Sandinis-
ta organisation is an ilusion, um-
less vou can explan the nsture of
the solidanitv; il represenis oo
more than oppasing the inlerven-
tion of the USA o other countries,

This brings us to the content of the
cribcisms. Will i5 quite wrong to pul so
much ‘emphasis on the FSLN bong ow of
touch with the people. We should have an
ideal of sncshst democracy, and see how the
Sandimistas” example compared with it: bul
we most afso leam how the Sandimistas
maineiined such a high level of masy par-
ticipaticn in such difficult conditions.

Anyone who has ined o build
democratic structures, whether m & union, a
Labour Party, or & mass campaign will be
familiar with the problems. Geilng regular
attendance of more than 30 percent even [or
shop Moot issues, el alone national issues
can be difficull Will’s article unfairly sug-
gesis thal the FSLN deliberatcly held back
demoCTacY.

It 15 true that there was a high level of
eriigism of the Sendimistas. This was a pood
sign. Il you set profound poals and hagh
standards for democracy with limited resour-
ces, yvou will get genuine criticism. Many of
us are farmiliar with this. The wush lesson
for s is how can the rest of us win the kind
of sustainad participation ol a significant
proporiien of people — n the way the San-
dimistas dd?!

The key issue that affecied the course of
evenis in Nicaragui was the economy, The
worst problems faced were caused by over
50 percent of the Gross National Product
going to the war, and the effects of the US
trade blockade. In the last few years the
Micargguans suffered 36,000 percent infla-
tion and massive austerity, No other govern-
ment could have won 40 percent of the vole
alter presiding over such an economic dis-
asler.

Would those people who voted UNO
have voted FSLN if there had been a dif-
ferent type of democratic structure? No, we

.. " S
Dut of teuch? Sandinista leadar Oringa

A

must argue for socialist democracy without
using it as & stick to beat the Sandmistas
with.

The question of the economy is difficulL
Wa should not listen with a more favourable
par to 8]l criticisms of the mixed econony
just hecause they [1t in with our theories. As
we know, a badly-planned state ecomomy
can easily produce worse results than the ef-
fects of a weacherous bourgeoisic. | helicve
that large.scale expropriations would have
had a long-lerm benefit, but brought short-
zrm setbacks, Mationalisation was by no
Tneans an easy solution.

What is clear is the need w develop an
economy that nms in the interesis of the
majority of the people — the workers and
peasants, This will never be achieved m the
lomg ran if the major economic decisions and
mvestments arc made with a view lo secur-
ing the profits of & small minority,

What we need is an in-depth cconomic
balance sheet of the last ten vears. | believe
that the Sandinistas will leam the following
lesson: that the coniradictioms between a
stable bourgeoisic and a governmen: that
serves the interests of the people become
greater the longer that government remains
in power. If the povemment does not
develop 2 momenium in opposition o the
bourgeoisie, it will become weaker,

The Sandinistas have many gains of the
revolution w defend. They have the ability
and the mass orgamisations necessary to do
s, They also have an experience of the
armed struggle unknown by any previous
revalutionary opposition. Let’s hope that
they mever give up their arms, and never
have to use them. We want to see them back
m office with the necessary backing to move
forward once more:
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Green and

Socialist Network

established

By Steve Potter

A new polingal current has been cstab-
lished around the wdes of eco-socialism,
The Second Green and Socialist Con-
ference, mecting o London on 24-25
March, decided 1o organise 3 network
Lnkimg socialists within the Greens and
greens within the Laboir Party,

The conference altracied nearly 300 par-
borpants around: @ programme of pohey and
campaigning workshops focussmg on gues-
tons of sconomics, political allisnces, new
[orms of political power &nd pan-Ewropean en-
vironmenlal strategies.

The opening plen-
ary wis addressed by
Robin Cook: from  the
Labour Parly, Freda |
Chepman  [rom  the
Green Party and Joost
Langendejk from the
Dutch Green Left.

Cook’s presamce
Wds F ITCHSLUTT {"[ !hf
wilh
which 4l least pant of
the Labour leadership
takies
challenge. He won ap- 4%
plause.  from  his
gudience for his salf-
critical approach to
Labour's past practise
on Green sswes and

RETIOLETICSS

the ecolagcal

his call for properiion- Pollutien In Czachosiovakia: not a pretty

sight East or Waest:

al representation,
Chapman
addressed the question ol whal political plat-
form o mew eco-wocialist movemant should
stand om, embriacing fiberalion polites, social
ustice and defence of the cnvironment.

This was the central theme of twe dayvs of
discussion

The eco-socialist curremt 35 M a state of
MMix. Orgonizadonally divided (and therefore
wiakened) between the laboor Pary and
Grreon Party, it §s under pressure from bath
parly leaderships to conform more closely to
prarty boundaries:

In ke Labour Party’s case this 15 reflected
i the result of o recent hallol conducied
amongst the G800 or o0 members of the
Socialisl Environment and Resuurces Assacia-
ton (SERA), The result of the ballor un-
tirnced on 26 March, was 3 5347 percent
vl to affiliale to the Labwur Party

Freda
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The result will he that
those Greens who participate *
m SERA will be denied ac
tive invalvement

In the Green Parry the
Association of  Socialist
Greens [ound  tsell under
pressure from @ lesdemship
which implied that it wax 8 pary within a
party. After a prolonged intemal debate the
ASG then held a ballot on ls name.

The new name decided om way Green
Socialist Forum, a wvictory for those who
wanted to continue the struggle for ec-
soialist politics within
the Giroeps.

Under these condi-
-2 hons a network linkmg

8§ tolh currents: with the
considerable number of
& coo-nocialists whe are
in neither the Laboor
Party nor Greens has
¢ Dooome more pressing.
The decision of the
5 Green and  Socialist
" camferenee 10 [ound the
network has wom the
= backang of the Socialist
Movement

The task of sustain-
mg the natwork will not
be gasy, since Green ac-
tvists have as 4 prionly
the Ight [or policy
within  ther  party.
Labcur Party acbvists
too want @ twm the boast of ther |cadership
that the Labour Party will be a Red Green
party “hy the neat election” inlo seion,

The ides thal & new party can he lsunched
al this stage would also be wildly premuure

The main tack must be the clarificatism uf
an eco-socidllst strategy, particularly m the
ficld of Bconomics, and the pushing Torward
of that strategy, not only withm the two par
ties, bur also within the trade umon and s0-
dent movement, where the potentia] for Groen
and Socialist alliances remains umiappesd,

fFar further information on the Green
and Socialixt network, contact the Green and
Sacialist Conference, clo 9 Poland Sireet,
Losdan Wi.)

= -
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It's not only wild life like these otters that dle from pellntics

The Green
Left in
Western
Europe

Speech by Joost Lagendejk
(International Secretary of the
Dtch Green Left)

Before Tstant | would like 1o make a remark
abour the strange silugiion m which | found
mysell in proparing this speech. The discussion
on the [uture of the lefi and to a lesser exiont
on Green politics, is far more developed in
Bntain then m countries like Belgium, West
Clermany and Hollend.

The problem is that the discussion is con-
fined to a theorctical debate, not commecied
with any political pracuse. This is particularly
the case singe the dismantlement of local
govermment 4nd the GLC, In most Western
European countrize the situation is exactly the
opposite wey Tound. Mo interesting discussion
gt ull, but the presence of Green and Red
polincians st all lavels.

I belicve that the potental for Red-Green
vote n Britsm is greater than almost anywhere
else. The problem is, of course, your electaral
SYSRLEm.

| want to deal with two questions: 2 brief
history of the Duich Green Left and the pos-
sitilities of cooperation across Europe between
Grreen Socialists.

In Helland since the cad of the sixties there
have been three partics (o the left of the Labour
Party. All three of them had sels in natonal
parliament and many scals in local councils,
From (he beginning of the eighties all three
partics sufTered declining electoral results.

These thres parties are the Radical Party.
the Pacilist Secialist Party, and the Commumist
Party. In the eighues these threc parties
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couperaled wgether, especially in
local elections and at a European
lavel.

In April 1989 they started
negotations for united action in the
national elections. The resull was
in agreement to form a new pofit-
cal formation — the Green Leli, Be-
sicdes the three parties mentioned,
there was a fourth party — the
Progressive Christans, and there
was most importantly a whole num-
ber of people who were In ne pany
m ull....

The central issues for the Green
Left in the slectiom was the intro-
duction of an ecological tax, the so-
called Green x,
which destroy  the  environmeni,
either at the manufaciuring stage or
when they are comsumed. This 1s
where  prohibition is nol prsc-
ticable....

The second point was the res-
woratiwm ol sogial benefits to the
same level as wages; bepefits have
dropped behind by 50 ‘per cent dunmg the last
seven years of Tight wing governments.

In the 1989 clections we won gix seals i
the natiemal parliament compared to the three
seaty the three panies won bafore. In the local
gleciions that were heid on 21 March, the
Gireen Lell won mere than 350 |oeal couneil
seuls, & 5{)-per cont increase from the votes we
recepved in 1986, Translaled in natiomal {orms
i meant that we would have won 7 per cont of
the voles,

We are particuslrly sirong in the major
centres, winming 15 per cent of the vote in
Amsterdarn and 17 per cent of the vole

im prodicts

It's not just a lot of hot air: German businass takes w
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ceplogicdl 1axcs has 1o be worked out more
precisely.

| would mow ke 1o widen the perspective
and look zround Ewrope 1w other parties and
movements that could be any help. With a
grand gesture, T want o divide Western
Eerope mio three kinds of countries on the
pomt of Green snd Red polilics.

Firstly, these couniries where Leli ix al-
mrost 1dentical with social democratic. Where
Green partics develop they define themselves
as neither Left nor Aight. Exemples of that are
France, Britoin and Sweden.

i
S
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i

ind power seriously

In my view, the task of the Green Left par-
ties of the third catggory s tn form a bridge
berween the parties of categories one and twao,
The result should be the formaton of one
new politicel current in Europe — the Green
Lafr.

T am convinced the only way both Left and
Cireen parties can survive is o cooperae. In
that cooperation the best of both worlds
should survive....

[ am convinced that this is the only way to
deal with both cepitalism and the pollution
ofour environment. Socialists have o give up
the idea that these rather strange
Green partics arc [feshionable and will

Lltresht

The kg debate in the Green Lell 1s how
oy covnbine the raditiomal socialist demands
for more just distribulion of ncome along
with envifommental demmds, In other
words  how  to achisve a  democTatic
ecanomy with a sustainable cconomy.

Thas cructal guestion  has not been suf-

“The hig debate In the Green Left Is how to
combine the traditional socialist demands for
more Just distribution of income along with
environmental demands... how to achieve a
democratic economy with a sustainable

wither away within a [ew years.

Care for the environment 15 fol &
thing you can add on 1o all the other
things you wanl lo schicve without
changing the basic premises abemt
economic growth snd the wish for
more products, production and con-
sumpHorn,

ficently answered yel In the nalional elec-
tiom the other partics cniticised us on the no-
tion of ecological tacs, The social democrats
said Lhat such a Dutch 1ax could not work n
unified Eurcpe. The communisls  and
socialists in the Geeen Lefi thought that these
taxes would affect the incomes of the low-
paid. They wanted the Green Lell 1o put pres-
sure on the compames, nul the mdividual con-
Surmer

O the questiom of restoration of soclal
benefits of course we had right wing critics.
Buot we also had right wing crilics within the
environmental movement, who said thar we
wire propping up levels of comsumplion. In-
stead they argued for a nepalive cconomic
growth.

We have to admit that some of our critics
o the ecological taxes were right. The idea of
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Secondly, those countrics where there 1= 8
strong communist party which is now trying
ter refarm itself into an undogmatic Left pany
i cooperation with an, up dll now, small
Green movement. This is the case with Spain
and Greece. In lialy the sume thing 1s happen-
ing except here the Communiss have become
sacial-democratic aver the yeurs and vou have
the formaton of 4 Green-Lelt pery owiside
the gommunist party.

Thirdly, those coumtrics where an undog
matic Left party has been able o meorporale
Green thinking and as a result of Lhat separate
Green parties have failed — Denmark, Norway
and Holland. Tnn the same calegory belong
those countries where Gresn parties . have
managed to incorporate small Laft parties —
Belgium and Germany,

On the otheér hamsd Green parties
nead 1o realise that the [undamental change in
production and consumption patlerns. 15 only
possible when private ownership of key in-
dusiries is brought to an end and when the
strongest shoulders carry the heaviest bur-
dens.

Both have to accepl Lhere there are very
big cultrual differences hetwesn the wo
tHOvements.

I finish by hoping thit we can disciss the
question of Green-Lefl politics m the fumre
from different positions. The Dutch Green
Left on the basis of 8 worked out theary, you
on the hasiz of & strong and successful polit-
cal practise on both the local and mational
level,
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Where was
Anti-Apartheid?

responded penerously and en-
thusiastically

Pete Bioomer reviews

Murder in the
playground: the
Burnage Report

the Mandela concert

Last mmute comfusion nnd s car,
e ‘'we wereaway down o Lon-
don to see Mandela, [ left my
pepers, forgot the Poll Tax and
wits determined o emoy myselll
The music was slick and well-

organised, ranging from the
great to the map. |
propriate. Over -

all the selection '
wis sale and pre

missic was not at all bad. Many
people’s heroes, Simple Minds,
Lou Read, Jackson Rrowne,
Tracy Chapman, Peter Gabnel
and others performed for the
crowd. Highlights incloded Lou
Read’s “Gresl American Whale
with words charged which cnded
in cheers after his lme releming
o apartheid, “stick a fork in their
ass and tum them over, they're
done”; the oration for Stetsonic,
the only rap group; Tracy Chap-
man coming on aller Mandela to
sing ‘Telkin® aboul &
Revolution” and an emoticnal
Jerry Dummers singing “Fres
MNeison Mandela®, which made
the crowd move,

Much has heen written m the
press on Mandela's speech,
belore a platform of over abil-
lom people. All T can say is that
it was remarkable only in its
brevity and for being so un-
memearable; yer the andience

The crowd was overwhelm
mgly voung, and genuinely there
lo express solidarity as well a2 to
enjisy themselves. Comparisons
to the Murch 31 Poll Tax
"‘battles’ can be made, not that
the groups are the same but com-
menlalors seerm 1o respond 1o
crowids of radical youth m an al-

i == most myshcal
% way - roaling
» QLT K.'.il.i'.lrl'_‘i-s-'lﬂ]'l-

dictable. In con- of ?il’.fd.ﬁt&' mifn
trast o the L ¢ SUTPIfIRE, a8 o
Mandcla ‘83 M they wZn: new.
Coneert, the - ‘::1}; ey
i myseil,
sis seem o g i ,
have besniold - - mryme did.
niot o make But it always
> seemed unclear
staternents: It g - gy
o ﬂsmif - - ; about. The Anti
1 - ]
:2:?1551113}-' o 2 Aparthzid Move
themselves; So micril waes abscnl
fl'r_rl H;:}ckmg M Top of the bill: Masdela b mﬁnr{1
he Froe i

iy SR Bk mo-oma le.nﬂettedmthgmtmllc:::}s
Blowing In The Wind” mean, in S wems Birid dyhech
this particular context” ; m_ S

In a night of heroes, the use the opportunity to build the

movement — which is more than
a mistake,

So what is the afféct of an
event like this? Such media
evenis lovel consciousness -
muny new layers are made aware
of the struggle, whilc olher more
consciouns layers arc porsusded
that mayvbe their active mvolve-
meTil is not required. Yet such
ks mudience ‘snd poodwill
must be sddressad. All sociahsts
must take note - don’l denowmnice
papular support - politicise it!

Whilst respeciable resistance
will be strengthened, [or myself
na amount of eommemaoration
cun change the meaning of
golidarity. I like Peter Gabriel &
log; and 1"l always remember
T0,000 elenched fists aloft, and
the deafening sound of singing
w0 ‘Biko® in memory of the fal-
len and the victory 1o come.
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The report of the
Macdonald inguiry
into racism and racial
violence in
Manchester schools
Longsight Press £9.95

Reviewed by Debbie
Epstein

Two years have passed since
the Macdonald Inquiry completed
its work. Almost twice thit length
of ume has passed smoe Ahmed
Ullah; & 13 vear old Bangladeshi
student -armved at school hall an
hour before the session began in
the moming and was dead before
school started

In response W the demnads of
the local  black,  particularly
Bangladeshi commuTILY,
Manchester City Couneil -sel up
the Inguiry: yet when the Com-
mitlee submitted s full report,
Manchester refused Lo publish 1t
on the grownds that il was libel-
Jovs,

The membiers of the Commit
tee have always denied the media
claims  that the Repon con-
demned anti-racist education, smd
have pushed for its publication,
saying that they had Amm
evidence for all the allegpations
made in the book. Manchesier
City Council would not relent, 5o
mow Ihe members of the: Commit-
tee have published the Teport in

their awn names, eking any risk
on thawr own heads

However thic was not the [ost
information we have had [rom
the mport — its firal conclusions
wire leaked o the Manchester
Fveming News, and the Council
published a selection of chaplers.

S0 was the publication of the
full Report womh it The answer
must be an emphuse ves, The
Bumage Report may well tom
oul W be the most impuortant and
suthontative  document on the
praciice of anb-racist edocation
il recism in
schionls o come out of te 1980z,

It descumments in detail the way
in which Tacism can and does &f

the eflects of

fect the running of schools; und
though that his been done before
in documents ramging from the
Rampton Report to the Commis
siom for Racial Equility's Learn-
ing in terror, the evidence
provided by the Macdonald In-
quiry, and particularly the survey
carried out for the commiites by
Elinor Kelly is an importmt addi
tion o previous knowledge.

What is new and imporisnt
about the Bumage Report is the
documentation of the failure of a
particular kind of anli-Tacism,
labelled by the Commines ‘moral
anti-racism’ m which black stu-
dents are seem as ‘the vicims of
the immoral behaviowr of white
stidents’.

This kind of anti-racism, says
the Report, places racism m =
morsl vacuum, with no reference
o class, sex, age, sexuality or
size difference;

*In practice it has been an um-
mitigated disaster. It has Tein-
forced the guilt of many well-
meaning whites and paralysed
them when amy issue of race
arises. They have become the
wimps of vace reladons. It has
tavght others 1o bury their racism
without in any way changing
their attitude. It has created
reseniment  and  anger -and
stopped ree discussion’.

Far rom being & wholesale
condemmation of anti-racism, this
is part of & passionate and com-
pelling call for gffective anti-
racism: “We do not believe that
an effective anti-racist policy can
exist unless the other issues (of
equality) are also addressed and
dealt with, in particular class and
gender,”

The Report calls for more
democrecy  and  accountability
within schools and LEAs; [or the
involvement of smudents and
parents, both white and black, m
the development of anti-racist
policies and practices; for the
recoignition that oppressions can-
not be put in & hierarchy, and that
t deal with one we need to deal
with the others: We 1gnore these
conclusions at our penil,
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Gerry Healy: a victim of
1953 spliit

Alan Thomeil, in his' obouery 10 Gemy
Healy in Socialint Outleok Mo 21, rghily
points out the seriois damage dome by Healy
i the revolutiomary Marxist tradition in
Hritain:

But in order, a8 Alen Thomett concludes,
‘0 ensure that there Is never room lel| for ks
dk (o dosuch damage again’, it o necessary o
understand the capses of Healyism,

Although Healy came from third-pericd
Stalinisrn, and later sped 15 methods, he was
essenbally a product of the split in the Fourth
Intemnational that started m 1933, Although
Healy did nol cause the 1953 split, he was cer
Lmly one ol 11s most obvious vicrims.

Two years afler the 1974 expulsion of
Thomelt snd what became the Workers’
Seaalist Leapue [rom Hezly's organisaion,
the International Marxst Greup published the
Tamousfinfamons sermes of anticles 'Faction
and Party” written by Alan Jones, tking the
fomm ol 2 polemic sgminst the comrades af the
W5

The positions n these articles were broadly
adoprad by the TMG. Jongs considered Healy's
degeneration to have been inevilable because
of his mablity 1w distingnsh between a faction
and a party. This wdealistc and schematic non-
sense {and these words are not used lightmin-
dediy) has not been criticised. Tt has helped o
hode the real causes of the 1953 sphil and I
particular has helpad to obscure any broad un
derstanding of how the depeneratom of Healy
and his organisation cowld have been gecided.

Revolutionary  Marxists have a much
greater history of defears than of successes,
ansl it 15 [rom these defeats that lessons really
have 1o be drawn. The programmatic and 1act
cal 13sues mvolved in the 1953 splil are par
ticularly topical piven the present develop
ments jn Esstern Europe and the Soviet
Union, and are well worth studving.

Bur i1 15 essennal 10 study alf the goestons
that were raised (especially the organisatioms
guestions raised by the comrades of the early
Imtemnational Committee of ihe Fourth Intema-
tional) in order to understand the canses of the
split; how  theye caweess  desooved  the
Intemational’s albty 1o correct Healy's dev-
loping natonal isotalionaism; aud How revolu-
nonary Marxism in Brtain can recover from
the tremendous setback of the 1933 splic

Roy Wall

NW London

Now who's not a Marxist?

In a recent article in the Findncial Times
(Weekend FT. 10/11 March 1990) Martin Jac
ques presents ws with his most lpdicrous Fal-
sification of Marxism yet,

The article wkes the [orm of 8 hctomal in-
terview with the “ghost of Mers, Aparn from
this whimsicel novelty, lacgues' srticle pos-
srsses no onpinality whatsoever. Instead Jac-
ques re-hashes all the old reformist and oppor
tunist falsifications of Marx's work - and puts
them inte the mouth of Marx himsalf]

Jacques repeats all the usual Marxiem
Today fallaces about the demise of the work
mg class anid the end of commumism n East-
ern Europe. These views have, of course, been
effectively. rebatted w1 previous  jssuss of
Socialist Qutlook,

Ha next claims that the Russian Revalution
failed completely. In reality, of course, Stalin
undoubtedly hetrayed the revolution, bt he
didd not destroy all its social gains, ax Trobsky
shivaeed,

Accordimg to Jacques's anticle, Mary would
have favoured the reformist policies of the
‘partics of the sccond Internaional like the
Gorman Social Democrais’. In teality these
wire the people whose undermiming ol class
siruggle 15 most sinkingly eapressed by Rosa

Luxemborg's ironic formule: “Proletarians of
all countries, unile i times of peice but cut
gach other's throdts in time of war'. Further-
more, the bankruptey of Social Democracy’s
reform policy has been demensizated tme and
again oy cenmury,

In eddition to his ¢laims for relom, Jac-
qucs tries o make a rejoction of revolutionary
mnsurréction consistemt with the writings of
Marx. In order to demonstraté this he distons
Engels® 1895 Preface o Mand's The Class
Struggles in France.

This shabby mick oniginated with the publi-
cation of this Preface by the German Social
Democratic Leadership, who cut the prelace o
oy amd justify the abandonment o msurrec-
tion. The full Preface sugirests some possiblicy
{(with reservation)} of peaceful revolution for
Germany i the 1890s, b that for most
coyuntries mswrrection was still neccessary.

Finally Jacques refers, unsurpnisingly ool
of context, o Marx's comment that ke was not
a Marxist. One thing is cenain; Mary would
not have reparded Jacgues as & Marxist!!

David Emm and Richard Pearson
High Wycombe

Sri Lanka and the Tamil Tigers

In the March 1ssue of Socualin Owliloek
(Mo 22} Sunil Fernando draws 1he altention @
the kiliing Lields m Sn Lanka. Bul has judge-
mient of the Tamil Tigers seems scolaneEn o
miE.

Towards the cmd of the artacle Fermando
zavs: “For the moment things sre relatively
guizl in 5m Lanka because the government has
made common cause with the Tamil Tigers
(LTTE), one of the Tamil nationalist groups,
against the mom progressive Tamil groups.’
and refers lo ‘the opportumst policies of the
Taml Tigers',

Fermnando’s article does not explain whal
has besn the relationship between the So
Lankan army, the Indian troops. m Sn Lanka
and the Tamil Tigers m the North end Eectern
provinces of the island.

The Sri Lankan government imvited in the
Indian woops to deleal the Tamil Tigers
militarily - something the 50 Lankan army
had been unable (o do o years of fighting. For
32 months, 50000 Indimm toops ted o
dlefeat the Tamil Tigers — unsuecessiully,

The Tamil Tigers (LL.TTE) fought the fourth
biggest armmy in the world — and the Indians
lost the lives of more thim 1,700 soldiers, with
mire than 2,006} senoucly wounded. No gueer-
rilla army would be able 1o do ther without
massive popular supporl,

The LTTE's popular support is widely
mecognised. In the Guardian Derek Brown
writes from New Delhi that the Tamil Tigers
‘have emerged as the de facto power i the

Tamil provinces,”

Now for nearly a year the LTTE has been
in negotiations with the Sri Lankan govemn-
ment, These negotiations seems to Fenando
tor be & prool of the Tamil Tigers “opportomist’
policies.

The Temil population undoubtedly wants
peace. After years of fighting with the Sn
Lankan army, 4000 civilians were killed
during the 32 months of Indian occupation.

Cne can compare the Tigers' negotiations
with the Sri Lankan government with FMLN's
negotigtions and peace imilialives wward the
government of El Salvador. Neither the LTTE
nor the FMLN have handed over themr mrms
while negonating. Both use negobations as
part of the pohncal struggle.

The Tamil Tigers” negmtistions with the Sn
Lankan povernmnent did fncrease the pressure
on the povernment to pel rid of the Indian
troops. That is a step wward independence
and self-determination for the Tamil provin-
ces.

Fernando did not offer much political
guidance m his article; but solidarity work
with the Tumil people will have to recognise
thai the Tigers &re the leading force in a na-
ticnal liberation movement. Socialisis, and m
particular revolutionary marxists, should
therefore take care @ avoid sectarianism
wwerds the LTTE.

Finn Jensen,

Manchester
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Second time
aroul nd

“History”. said Henry Ford, is
“just one damn thing alter
mnother”. He was wrong, of
course: some damm things just
MCEVET 20 aWway.

Just a5 the more advenlimous
hourgeols ideclogists such ag
Fukayama had begun their ai-
forts 10 persuade us that history
15 at an end, and thal human
progress hud culminated erinm-
phantly in the Thawher/Reagan
cra, along cameé the upheavals in
Eastern Europe.

Long-forgotten termitorial dis-
putes and nationul guestions that
seemad buried for ever under
decades of Invasions, wars,
stalmist domination and lank
iracks, are bubhling hack up 1o
the surface:

Best-forgotten und hopelessly
appressive relgious superstitions
and waditions are erupling from
apparently scoulansed societies,
a5 a resction 1o vears of “official
muorxism’, just like zits on the
face after a farty diet,

Vaguelv-remembeéred manar-
chies are resurrecled, and long-
bost rovals hawled back from
oblivion in the lounge bars and
country remreats of Europe, while
ageing veicrans of pre and pose-
war bourgenis and peasant par-
tics squabble over who can use
the words 'new’ and 'Democrar’
mast aften i ther new labels —
nvalling the Monty Python
'spam’ menu.

Now is the time to dust off
Your history books, and brace
yoursel{ for an ronie replay of
some of the sclected low-lights
of the pust. IT the capitalists pet
their way and install new hour
ECOLS rovernments, we can ex
Pect ool once more throegh &
frocess of erisis anch decay of
what were almost wmiformly reac-
bonary and increasingly dic:
Latorial regimes.

“Where's Hitler?”, vou may

well ask. He conldn't
ke 1t, but has sent
Kurt Waldhelm o
deputise: appropriately,
Newrweek mugagine
reporis & new surge of
enthustasm in Ausira
for the old Awstro.Hun-
EH.'HETI emp::::.

Meow who was that
wha saie ‘Lhe first dme
as tragedy, the second
time as farpe?”

Roll out the
barrel!

As this magasme goes 1o press
there are <1l as many thaories
about the: alleged Iragi
‘supergun’ as there are jour-
nslists 1o write and pages to fill.
Chily Secialist Cratlook can
reveal the truth; the kev death in
the whole riddle was nol that of
barmy ballistics expent Gerald
Bull, but of wacko ex-Trotskyist
Gerry Healy.

Fed up with Sky TV's lack of
live exccutions and its excess of
Derek lumeson, Saddam Hussem
decided to loumch his own TY
satielite channel, beaming
Ba"athisl propaganda back at the
Brts. He looked 1o Healy, whose
diily Newsline puper had im-
pressed him with its servilily in

& 19705 {the Iragi regime had
been one of its few readers), and
whu still boasted a loyal [ollow
ing in Equity, to play the ‘anchor
man’ role as Baghdad's answer
to Frank Hough,

Healy was keen, but
Hussein's agents screwed up,
leaving the fal sectanan
mysterinusly and suddenly
crushed w death under suitcases
full of hard cash. and the scheme
began 1o umravel

The sateelite plan was
serapped, and the pipeline con-
vierbed mte a huge targel scl: any
day mow: another hapless lorry
driver will be caught driving in
the three gigantic rubber suction
| tps o go on the end of
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Hussein s darts.

Meanwhile, not 1o be out-
done, Libva's Gaddafi hes
caused havoo in his country s an-
derwear industry by comman-
deering the entire stock of elastic
tey build the world's bigpest
catapult.

Bare bones
of a policy

“But when she got there
The cuphoard was bare,
And 50 the poor doggy got
none.'”

The dog died of neglect years
ago, but Old Mother ('Sister’)
Hubburd, -.one of the first-ever
naw T-L'H-'I!-'l‘-l
Labour’s leam fomulaing poboy
[ thie mext clection,

It 1% on her orders (hat the
Party s stall of vole-winming
goodias has been siripped © the
bone and bevond. leaving from
men like John Smith flogeing
the most unappetizing load of
|eftovers,

Huhbard hias analysed the

15 nivw  heading

various phases of British politics,
and deducesd that the *new imis”
call for a [tesh spproach. Inthe
early years of bourgeols
democracy, there were Tampant
scandals over ‘rolien boroughs’,
bribery and (he buying of votes.
These lechnigues have had a
new facelift under Thatcher who
has perfected the dei of bribing
wolers wsmy o assels and cash
selred from the poor.

Alter the masses won the
vote, there came the heyday of
party promises, with cach

polidgeian vying with the others
o win voles through extravagant
pre-election promises — few of
which were camicd oul, As
recently as Harold Wilson
Labour leaders still helieved in
trying to afract viles by dressmg
up their programme w ook at-
tractive.

New times” mean all this
must stop, says Ms Hubbard:
Labour under Kinneck will
adopt a more sophisticaled ap-
proach — offering nothing,
promising (o change almos! noth-
ing, and promising no benefits 1o
anyone. Far from buving - or
even secking - votes, the Labour
strategy is to put forward a
programme so unEppealing it
defies workers o support Kin-
nock in an orgy of masechism,

KMo longer does Labour
promise w bring home the
hacon; and pue in the sky, the
traditional reformist fancies, and
even crumbs of comfort have
been crossed off the memw.

But for Laheier feaders toady
ing round business chiefs, the
new shm-line menn works very
well.

John Smith's policy may
sound like a dog's dinner to
socizlists, but his promise o be
fragal om our behall 1f he ever
gets electéd poes down & treat at
lunches with bankers and in-
dustialists — especially when
washed down with a linle Moet
& Chandon.

Let that be gcomtort oyon
B8 Vou strapple W pay vour
Saimsbury s hill!

By Harry Sloan
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INTERNATIONAL YOUTH SUMMER CAMP

July 21st-29th
De Kluis, Belgium

This year sees the seventh International Youth summer camp of the Fourth International. It will be
a week of sun, fun and political discussion. There will be a women only space and a Lesbian and
Gay only space. The theme of this year's camp will be ‘Europe — East and West'.

Speakers include; Ernest Mandel, a Young Sandinista, and an Fl supporter from South Africa.
There will also be a delegation from Eastern Europe.

The cost for the whole week inclusive of food and travel will be £120 and there will be a possibility
of the cost dropping even further! If you are interested, please write to:

International youth summer camp PO Box 1103, London N4 2UU

READ SOCIALIST OUTLOOK EVERY MONTH.

1 years subscription (ten issues) for £10 inland, £12.50 Europe, £17.50 outside Europe (surface),
£20 outside Europe (airmall) Multi-reader institutions £20 inland, £35 overseas.

Address

Subscription to start from Number
Return to Socialist Outiook, PO Box 1109, London N4 2UU




