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EDITORIAL

No bargains for workers in
East German market

Amid fanfares from the capitalist media, East Germany fell under
the spell of the Deutschmark on July 1. Border restrictions have
been scrapped, and Germany is now a single market with one
currency and prices set at West German levels.

It is claimed that a typical "basket’ of East German shopping
will now be marginally cheaper: but the substantial increases in
food prices are likely to outweigh any advantages from relatively
cheap consumer goods.

West German bankers, who had printed an extra 25 billion
marks for the great day expressed surprise at how little of their
available cash East Germans withdrew from their new savings
accounts: but the workers’ conservatism is grounded in fear for
the future. Waming strikes on July 1 by thousands of metal and
engineering industry workers demanding a DM400 a month pay
increase, a shorter 40-hour week and a 13 month bonus payment
underlined the plight of tens of thousands in the months to
come, as subsidies are stripped from food, housing and
transport. Hundreds of thousands more know they face un-
employment as hopelessly uncompetitive East German goods
wera swept unceremoniously from the shelves of shops, to be
replaced with goods from the West.

The country may be united and the market may be free, but
the two parts of Germany do not start off as equals. This is the
chief attraction of the reunification project as far as West German
capital is concerned: they see the East as a large pool of cheap,
well-educated and exploitable labour. West German Economics
Minister Helmut Haussmann left East Germans no room for
doubt what lies in store for them when he appealed to them to
drop any idea of reducing the working week, insisting:

"It is essential for investment that over the next three to five
years low wages and longer working
hours prevail in East Germany™.

Haussmann also wamned that
monetary union will expose the East's
“hidden unemployment™ Indeed the
debate seems largely over whether this
will quickly reach 2 million in a country
of 13 million people, or will be held
nearer to one million.

This is not what the workers of East
Germany wanted when they first took up
the fight to oust the corrupt stafinist
regime of Erich Honecker. Nor is it what
many thought they were voting for when
they plumped for the Christian
Democrats in the general election, giving
a landslide victory to the party that
promised the swiftest reunification, and
thus the earliest access to the consumer
goods available in the West, and the
promise of guaranteed democratic
rights, More and more will begin to
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realise in painful fashion how false were the illusions that had
been fostered by a combination of western propaganda (rein-
forced by the huge imperialist investment in the ‘showcase’ of
Waest Berlin), coupled with the chronic frustrations of life under
grotesque bureaucratic mismanagement and repression.

The agonies of the jarring re-entry of East Germany into the
capitalist market are the bitter effects of 40 years of monolithic
stalinist rule. In 1936, Leon Trotsky, analysing the situation in
the USSR, pointed to the irony that as a result of the bureaucratic
degeneration of the Bolshevik party under Stalin, 19 years after
the October Revolution:

“If ... a bourgeois party were to overthrow the ruling Soviet
caste, it would find no small number of ready servants among
the present bureaucrats, administrators, technicians, directors,
party secretaries and privileged upper circles in general. A purga-
tion of the state apparatus would, of course, be necessary ... But
a bourgeois restoration would probably have to clean out fewer
people than a revolutionary party.”

(Leon Trotsky, Revolution Belrayed)

Now a similar conclusion is inescapable in the case of East
Germany - where there never was a proletarian revolution, and
where the expropriation of capital was carried through on
workers’ behalf by an already bureaucratised stalinist party under
the protection (and direction) of the Red Army.

Decades of official ‘marxism' have succeeded in submerging
much of the strong socialist tradition of the working class of East
Germany, and rallying many workers — at least during the elec-
tion — behind the flags of West German capital. But as the conse-
quences of monetary union and capitalist restoration begin to
make themselves felt, there is every reason for confidence that
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the best socialist traditions can be revived.

The tasks of marxists in this context centre on developing the
independent strength and mass organisations of the working
class, building an organised revolutionary party that will fight to
ensure a complete break from the corrupting ideology of
stalinism and the reformist pipedreams of soclal democracy. The
battles to come will centre on defence of social welfare
provisions, on defending and improving living standards, defend-
ing abortion rights, fighting against the alignment of the new Ger-
many with the imperialist NATO alliance, and reducing the work-
ing week.

Demands from the marxist programme will take on a new
relevance:

W the fight to defend living standards thrrough wage in-
creases linked to a sliding scale of wages to keep pace with the
soaring cost of living,

B the fight against unemployment, raising the demand for the
work available in the East to be divided between the whole
workforce through a sliding scale of hours, reducing the working
week without loss of pay;

M the fight for workers' control and the opening of the books
of the nationalised enterprises and thew capitalist firms in West
Germany as part of the fight against privatisation.

Each of these demands offers a road of struggle and helps ex-
pose the incompatibility of workers' aspirations with the capitalist
market, leading them to grasp the need for a planned, socialist
economy.They can alsp help forge links with the West German
workers' movement.

Just over the border in Poland, East German workers can ses
a glimpse of their immediate future, as living standards are
slashed back and unemployment climbs relentlessly amid the
ruins of bankrupt industries. Polish rail workers have been the
first to fight back: others could soon follow.

In the experiences and struggles of the East European working
class is the raw material of a new wave of revolutionary struggles
to come: to find a way to fashion this into revolutionary leader-
ship and programme Is the task of marxists not only in Germany
but internationally.

Launch of a new witch hunt

THATCHER'S GOVERNMENT enters its fourth year of office
troubled by a host of scandals (Rover, nuclear power), failures
(the crime wave, inflation), cock-ups (Poll Tax, food scares) and
impending catastrophe (the NHS Act): the one problem they don't
have is a serious opposition.

Neil Kinnock, already Britain's longest-serving leader of the op-
position, seems determined to keep this accolade for all time. As
a result his shadow cabinet have made the whole of 1990 a “silly
season”, in which their main objectives seem to be to squander
every opportunity to confront, atiack and expose the Tories, and
compile a manifesto that galvanises the least possible en-
thusiasm, thus reducing their own lead in the opinion polls.

In this at least they are succeeding. Opinion poll figures in The
Guardian as we go to press show the Labour lead almost halved
(from 24 percent to 14 percent) since March. Of course this is
equivalent to a 110 seat majority, showing a real change in the
political climate: but the trajectory is downwards. Meanwhile fur-
ther moves are afoot to whittle it down, as the NEC — ably abetted
by Frank Field, the deselected MP for Birkenhead — lines up a new
witch hunt to funnel juicy headlines into the gutter press.

Labour leaders may tread softly, softly when tactfully pleading
that they really don't intend to tax the rich; and they may struggle
might and main to keep their formulae for an alternative to Poll
Tax out of the public eye: but they show no such reserve when it
comes to putting the boot into the left and expelling socialists.

In the aftermath of the NEC's attacks on the Anti Poll Tax
Federation as simply a ‘Militant front’, Frank Field's largely base-
less dossier on his deselection has become the platform for a
renewed NEC offensive against Militant Now there are moves to
proscribe Socialist Organiser — presumably for fear that S50 sup-
porter Lol Duffy might go one better than his near miss against
the trend in 1987, and actually win Wallasey for Labour against
sitting Tory Linda Chalker. The right wing and soft left formed a
homogenous 28-vote block on the NEC to steamroller through
these new steps towards a witch-hunt.
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Unfortunately now we find softer sections of the left, using
Tribune newspaper and Ken Livingstone as the standard-bearer,
mounting their own new offensive against the hard left — notably
in denouncing the new Labour Party Socialists campaign
launched by the Socialist Movement, along with Labour Briefing
and also this journal.

We are told that Kinnock is not the main enemy; we should
unite against the Tories. Yet whenever class struggle forces have
united against the Tories —whether it be behind the miners’ strike
or currently in the fight against the Poll Tax, they are denounced
and attacked by Kinnock, and opposed by his political allies in the
trade union bureaucracy!

Nor is it only the revolutionary left who are attacked: even
Labour councillors who are implementing the Poll Tax, but who
want to campaign to expose how high Poll Tax bills will be next
year are being told by David Blunkett and Walworth Road that
they should keep quiet — and begin making cuts now so that they
avoid any danger of Poll Tax capping next yearl

Livingstone's call for ‘unity” is linked to an almost impossibly
rosy view of Labour's latest policy pronouncements, and com-
pletely ignores the fact that the Kinnock right wing is busily trying
to expel or neutralise any left wing voice whatever.

If the summer of 1990 is not to be a wasted “silly season”, the
main focus has to be not on a quixotic hunt for Labour Party
unity, but on building the kind of campaigns — against Poll Tax,
against the new NHS Act and its implications, on housing, educa-
tion and a host of other issues where the Tories are vulnerable
and a fighting lead from the labour movement could help build the
struggle.

In this situation, those who do not side with the class struggle
forces can wind up siding willy nilly with Kinnock and the new
realists, making themselves into an obstacle that must be con-
fronted before battie can commence with the main enemy.

Unity is a wonderful thing: but who you unite with is decisive.
Unity in inaction is no use to the working class.
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Clarke’s
Bill heads
for fiasco

Whistling ‘One wheel on my
wagon', and with his eyes and
ears firmly covered to keep
oul the obvious signs of op-
position on all sides, Health
Secretary Kemneth Clarke is

managers to be
steering his NHS ‘reform’ m,ﬁ: o
bandwagon towards disaster. ® The only

As he prepares to follow up
the Royal Assent to his NHS and
Community Care Bill by unveil-
ing the first batch of hospitals to
‘opt out” as self-contained busi-
nesses, many of the hospitals on
his shortlist are already deep in
financial crisis, while NHS
managers at every level are con-
fused, divided and demoralised.

Eighteen months of fashy =al-
telite  leleconferences, secret
briefings at top hotels, indoctrina-
tion and am-wisting by mini-
sters and civil servanis desperate
to ‘sell’ the new reforms have
failed to get owver
obstacle: even the most bone-
headed managers are becoming

one basgic

convinced that the
new ‘internal
market” system will
not work.

There are good
reasons  for  these

simulation exemcise
that has tested out
the probable results
of the ‘internal
market’, organised
by pro-White Paper managers in
East Anglia, produced chaos
within the first year, worsening as
time went on;

® A key element in this “test-
bed" failore was the shortfall in
community care
obstructing the discharge of
patients from hospital: the Bill's
plans for community care are a

Services,

complete shambles, with many
local authorities unprepared and
under-resourced for their new
responsibilities from next April.

® The pricing and billing sys-
tem for accident and emergency
and other cases where patienls
are treated outside their ‘own'
district is a bureancratic
nightmare;

® The Commons Public Ac-
counts Commiltee has been told
that the compuler systems to
function the *intemal market” will
not be fully on siream for five
years — but the Act will take ef-
fect from next April;

® The computer software for
budget-holding GPs does not yet

exist — and will

Paperchase < g
One reason general Neither document alone will | cause so few GPs
managers are becoming more produce payment. But there is | will want to buy
anxious over opting out and still no fixed procedure for it
the intemal market is the DHAs to check on what treat- it
publication of a new Depart- ment is actually given to a B =
ment of Health letter spelling  particular patient at a distant | .. .. =0 .
out the billing and settlement  hospital. tively expeasive
procedures. If the ‘buyer’ authority does teaching hospi-
‘Buyers’ will require not only  not pay up, the worst that can | 1als - all of which
a bill to be dispaiched withina happen to them is that aftera | losc & least a
month of the treatment: inthe two week delay the ‘provider’ | third of theis
case of accident and emergen-  unit can appeal to the Fonding podes the
cy patients, they will require  ‘buyer’s’ regional health Bill .= aew. Nikyly
an estimate of the costs of authority and apply for the il .“"f}:l
treatment within a week of ad- transfer of an equivalent por- :m.:: alm:lfmr
mission, while in every case tion of the ‘buyer's’ cash imit. | | ... auihoritics
they will also require what is If readers can think of any- | .cnd paticns
quaintly termed a “Goods thing more complex or less cheaper altema-
received Note” giving addition-  businesslike, perhaps they tive hospitals.
al information and certifying could let us know. ° The
that treatment was given. methods of
financing and
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payment are likely to leave some
hospitals desperately short of
cash within months of starting the
new Eystem;

® Top NHS managers are get-
ting cold feet, doubting the
abilities of their own subor-
dinates, and fearful that the whole
scheme could collapse into out-
right fiasco. Chief executive
Duncan Nichol has begun calling
not for radical change but a
“steady state” afier April, repor
tedly womied that inadequate
management skills mean the Bill
will be implemented “on a wing
and a prayer”.

® Nichol's deputy, Peter Grif-
fiths, fomery a pgung-ho
crusader for the White Paper,
now wams health management:
“Don’t talk about business plans.
Don’t talk about marketing.
Don't talk about market share
and segmentation. Don’t talk in
the kind of commercial langnage
that switches off every member
of staff”. Few NHS managers
have talked of much else in the
last 18 months.

® Damaging defections have
begun. From the deck of Guy's
Hospital, the flagship of opting
out, the General Manager of
Lewisham and Morh Southwark
DHA, Dr Elaine Murphy, a one-
time White Paper enthusiasi,
resigned last month in
demoralisation, complaining to
The Guardignmthal: “At a tme
when waiting lists are growing ...
and services are preity stretched
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and not of a high quality in inner
London, we are spending all our
time as general managers engaged
in implementing the White Paper,
in the organisation of contracts and
in shifting stuff around”. There are
rumours that other top gencral
managers in London are consider-
ing resignation.

® Foureen of the froni-line
contenders for opling out have al-
ready withdrawn their bids — in-
cluding Kings College Hospital in
Camberwell and Nothwick Park
Hospital in Hamow — leaving just
71 on Clarke's list. Others -
among them 5t Thomas's Hospital
in West Lambeth — are in such dire
financial straits that they may be
ruled oul. Others, like St Helier
Hospital in Merton and Sutton, are
discovering they may not be viable
and  possibly contemplating
withdrawal.

® Management are more acute-
ly aware than Clarke of the im-
mense opposition to the opt-out
proposals. The BMA has juost
published results from ballots of
consultants showing an overall
60% majority against opting out,
and clear ‘no’ votes in 21 out of 28
opting-out hospitals.

Every ballot of staff — whether
‘official' or ‘unofficial’ — has
shown upwards of 75% of health
workers against the plans: every
opinion poll shows upwards of
70% of the public opposed. No
wonder Clarke has had to insist
that ballots must not be included in
the socalled ‘“consultation’
process, and that Community
Health Councils will be denied
any right 1o consultation.

The fact is that the government
has spent vast amounts of time,
energy and taxpayers' money
trying to promote its desperately
unpopular measures, and has failed
to persuade many managers that it
will work, or that they will not
take the rap if it fails.

For campaigners and
healthworkers  fighting  against
hospitals opting out and other
aspects of the Bill, the division and
demomlisation of management
gives new hope. A renewed offen-
give now to underline the scale of
opposition to the changes could
yet tip the balance, and force a
retreal.

Step up the fight: build the
Hands Off campaigns in each dis-
trict! t's up to us to defend our
NHS!

Page 4

Health workers in
the firing line

The NHS & Community Care
Act has pnow completed ils
progress through Parliament:
it amounis to a root and
branch onslaught on the NHS
and the bealth unions that
will:

M cut the size of district health
authorities and hand half the
remaining seats to management;

W encourage major hospitals
and units to ‘opt out' of local
health aothonty control o be-
come self-contained businesses as
*Self Govemning Trusts";

B break wp existing amange-
ments for funding and planning
services, replacing them with a
complex, untested ‘intemnal
market” mechanism that will
compel hospilals to compete
against each other for patients
(and thus for funding), with the
*losers’ possibly facing closures;

B smash up national bargain-
ing arrangements with the unions;

B genemate a new round of
competitive  tendering  and
privatisation of services;

B force management inlo new
moves to impose ‘flexibility” of
labour and pay scales;

B undermine union recogni-
tion and existing agreements on
staffing levels and conditions;

B threaten the viability of
whole departments and units
which are  deemed less

‘profitable’;

B accelerate the closure of
long-stay NHS beds for the elder-
ly and the privatization of com-
munity care services under the
management of local authorities;

W threaten the jobs of
thousands of health workers in
leng-stay psychiatric hospitals:

B endanger the jobs of
thousands more NHS employees
in the community sector.

Every branch of every health
union will be affected, and needs
to be made aware of these sweep-
ing, potentially devastating chan-
ges — and other plans by manage-
ment to undermine or sweep
away existing Whitley Council
agreements and procedures — if
they are to prepare to defend vital
services and jobs as well as the
hard-won pay and conditions of
their members.

Yet there has been little cam-
paigning against it by the labour
movement. The early resistance
was left up to the ‘professionals”
of the BMA and the Royal Col-
leges, whose campaigns faded
away as the White Paper became
the Bill.

Many NHS union activisis and
members have yet lo discover
how great is the threal to services
and to their jobs, pay and condi-
tions. Others, building local cam-
paigns on the ground opposing
the “opting out’ of local hospitals

or other aspects of the Bill have
found themselves battling in
isolation against a tide of ig-
norance.

There is little time left: this
autumn, after a brel charade of
‘consultation’, Kenneth Clake
will announce his initial list of
hospitals that will opt out under
the new legislabon: and District
Health Authorities will soon be
purged of local authority
nominees and trade union reps,
and slimmed down to 11- person
“business-style” bodies on which
hall the scats are allocated to
management. The full force of the
Act will take effect next April

This is not all: management
documents reviewing Whitley
Council conditions for NHS staff
already make clear that their ob-

Jective is also to lear up a whole

series of agreements, conditions
and procedures in the Directly
Managed Units.

It's no use health workers in
NALGO, NUPE and COHSE
waiting for the possibility of a
mega-merger in 1993 to solve
these problems: by then ir
reparable damage could have
been done. The fightback must
begin now!

What must be done?

The new =situation will force
more staff than ever to think
about defending their jobs, pay
and conditions - which for
decades have been assumed to be
maore or less “safe’. The only way
to do this is for them lo join a
trade union and play an active
role within it.

Every health union branch
should be energetically stressing
this point to all sections of staff,
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stocking upon recruit-
ment literature, looking
for new additional shop
stewnards and reps, hold-
ing more regular meet-
ings, and enmirng that
every opporunify is
taken to expand and
strengthen  their  or-
ganisation.

This is the best pos-
sible means of fore-
stalling any management
attempts to withhold or
limit recognition: the
stronger the union base,
the less likely is a swift
management  onslaught
or any victimisation of
any section that might
take action.

Az we have seen,
every section of siaff is
affected and in some
way threatened by the
proposals and  reforms

that are coming in the
wake of the Bill
MNobody is safe,

While some managements,
especially in the opted-out hospi-
tals, will try to use differential
pay rises and other technigues to
divide one section of staff from
another, there is a better than
ever opportunity for the unions
to build a fighting wnity in
defence of all their members.
This should especially be the
case in the present period of
merger talks between NALGO,
NUPE and COHSE: what better
way to test out the level of
cooperation and agreement - and
prove the case for merger 1o the
membership - than in a common
fight against the employer and
the povemment’s proposals?

At the same time the switch
to the “internal market’, with its
"business-siyle® of fonding
through contracts and its self-
contained businesses (the opted
oul hospitals), gives the health
first time the
weapon their colleagues in the

unions for the

private sector have always been
able 1o use: an economic lever
against management.

Union =action can - if
management hack
down - potentially jeopardise
‘contracts’, and even threaten the
profitability of a Self Govemning
Trust.

The greater complexity and

refuse 1o

Nurses face the loss of thelr pay

| quire considerable

bureaucracy intro-
duced to the NHS
by the Bill also of-
fers staff more op-
portenities to dis-
Tl management
withoul necessan-
ly hitting patienis
at all. The new in-
formation systems

and the entire
mechanism for
costing, pricing
and  billing of |
treatment for
patients from other
districts, all re-

cooperation  from
many sections of
staff. They are
geverely vulnerable to even the
most imegular “guerrilla’-style

| action by one section or another

refusing to camry out additional

| duties and working to pre-NHS

Bill pattems. MNursing staff in
particular have scope Lo cause in-
temal havoc while still doing
their jobs - if they simply insist
on treating patients in their care
rather than filling in additional
forms or keying information into
computers to assist the pricing
and billing system.

Another advantage for the
anions 18 that many NHS
managers are  themselves far
from convinced or happy with
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review body

the proposals in the Bill. Of |

course there amre some head-
bangers who favour the whole
povemmeni package; but some
general managers have already
resigned in  demoralisation;
others are reputedly discussing
doing =0, while others are hang-
ing on and just hoping for the
best.

it’s by no means too late to |

prepare the fightback. All kinds |

of things can usefully done, in-
cluding:

B meetings of onion mem-
bers to explain the Bill and its
implications (wherever possible
joint mestings invelving as many
unions as possible in the unit or

district);

B public meetings 1o sound
the alarm for patients, relatives
and other trade unions in the area
- especially where the local
hospital is likely to "opt out”;

B producing or purchasing
leaflets and other materdal
against the Bill, and seeking to
involve local Trades Councils,
Labour Parties, pensioners’

groups, women's and com-
munity organisalions in cam-
paigning.

B organising ballots of staff,
and other means of demonstrat-
ing community opposition;

It is still not too late o Kill
the Bill - before it kills our NHS!

There is already a campaign
that has developed material
analysing and explaining the
White Paper and the Bill from
the standpoint of the health
unions and the users of the ser-
VicE.

The Hands Of Our NHS
campaign, launched early in
1989, has just published a new
detailed 28-page pamphiet for
health union activists, Lumbered
with the Bill, price £1.80 per
single copy (inc p&p). Cheques
with order only, made out Io
Hands Off Our NHS, and sent to
446, Uxbridge Rd, London W12
ONS (081-749-2525)

John HamalFL
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Tories caught

up in ‘law
and order’
machine

A growing crisis is emerging as public and ruling
class confidence In the traditional Institutions of
bourgeois justice collapses In Britain. PIERS MOSTYN
examines the implications of this for socialists.
‘Law and Order’ has been a Tory priority since 1979; but
criminal justice institutions are becoming as much the
‘problem’ as the society they are supposed to be control-
ling.
A critique of this set-up as coercive, partisan and corrupt —
once confined 1o the far left, black and Irish victims of in-
justice or trade unionists — has now become common cur-
rency. How deep does this crisis run? What has caused it?
With a General Election not far off, are any solutions on
offer from the main parties?
The law and order process, in all its component parts, is
being swepl by scandals, crises of public confidence, crises
of morale and angst-ridden debate. At the centre of this are
the police (examined in greater detail in Secialist Qutlook
no 24 by Jane Wells).

John harria

Giving 'lew and order’ a bad name

i "]

Legal actions against the police have Pk 5 convictions, cven this pillar of
soared in numbers, and the exposure of Wil E the criminal justice procedure
malpractice, frame-ups, macism and e nm I-‘ ﬁ cannol not now cscape scrutimy
thuggery haf; become routine. Police . wl = I and criticism.
morale is said to be low. The force is e The courts have become

disoriented by finding itself the subject
of eriticism yet unsure of fuming to its
political friends for help. Once the darl-
ings of the Tory administration, —
pampered by booming salaries and
recruitment — police officers are now
being hit by the poll 1ax, budgetary
resirictions and threats to their pay
guamantees. Home Secretary Wad-
dington was greeied by silence at the
Police Pederation’s annual conference.

Relations between the police and the
Police Complaints Authority (PCA), have be-
come strained. The PCA has for long been
defended by the Tories and the police against
widespread calls for an independent inves-
tigating authority wholly outside the force.
Public confidence that the police can be
trusted to investigate themselves is minimal.
The PCA is now aftempting the impossible
manoeavre of distancing itself from the police
whilst remaining a fully-fledged part of it.

The Crown Pmosecution Service, es
tablished in the mid-1980% to take over from
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Ouiside the law? Workers pickst Jacob's Biscuits, Ainiree

the police the task of prosecuting defendants,
has been wracked by ils own crisis. Under-
funded and under-staffed, its inefficiency has
further undermined confidence in the legal
procedures that lead to convictions. Inade-
quate preparation of cases frequently leads to
long delays and numerous court appearances
before cases get heard, somefimes resulting in
charges being dismissed. This lack of con-
fidence can only be exacerbated by the ap-
parent implication of prosecution lawyers in
recently exposed wrongful convictions.

With the discrediting of the forensic scien-
tific establishment that secured the Maguire

embroiled in a trauma of their
own, paticularly since the
release of the Guildford Four.
Traditionally they have been
defended as independent and fair
bastions of Brtish democracy.
But the exposure of one miscar-
riage of justice after another —
each of them only recognised by
the courts in retrospect, very late
in the day and under pressure -
has underdined how comprehensive is the
crisis of the eriminal justice system.

This entire system, reinforced in the coun
room by procedural rules and the judges, is
geared towards the acceptance of police
evidence as inherently more reliable than
evidence from other sources. The Court of
Appeal has shown itself incapable of rooting
oul even the most obvious miscarriages of jus-
tice that result, The argument that to question
this, investigate malpractice, or even for
judges to be accountable, is 1o ‘undermine the
whaole system” has been ex) as a cover
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for the community of interest between the
courts and other law and order institutions,

But a price is now being paid. Confidence
in the judiciary has dropped. The Lord Chief
Justice has twice recently had 10 use major
public speeches to defend the judiciary and

rally morale.
There is disarray over the direction of sen-
tencing policy. The Tones' traditional

preference for deterrence and punishment as
objectives are having to be reconciled with an
urgent need to stem the crisiz of overcrowding
in the prisons. This particular square peg
won't easily be filted into a round hole.

There are proposals for a major overhaul of
the probation service — shifting probation of-
ficers further towards enforcing punishment in
the community. The seemingly progressive
measure of “electronic tagging’ as a way
of keeping offenders out of prison has
been widely criticised by civil liber-
tarians.

That the prison service is in crisis
hardly necds stating. Years of law and
order policies based on quasi-Victorian
concepts of punishment have left
Britain with the highest prison popula-
tion per capita in Burope. Over-crowd-
ing i= such that, quite apart from the
dense packing of inmates in the ordi-
nary prisons, up to one thousand are being
kept in unsanitary, confined and inhuman con-
ditions in police cells.

Although media attention is now focussed
on the Wooll Inquiry, set up in the aftermath
of the riots at Stranpeways and other prisons —
the explosive concoction of elements that
brought about those riots is continnously
provoking smaller scale problems. The com-
bination of this situation with the economic

SOCIALIST OUTLOOK no 26, July-August 1990

squesze has had similar effects on prison of-
ficers as the police, though the Prison Officers
Association have no qualms about using in-
dusirial action as a means of resolving it.

This scenario has developed against the
background of a decade of crime and inner-
city riots. Law and order policies lo secure
property, personal safety and ‘public order'
have becn main planks of Tory policy. Yet the
crime rate is now al its worst since the Second
World War. In recent years it has been rising
al 4 per cent a year, with signs this year of a
far greater increase (crime reported in the
South East in the first quarter of 1990 is up 20
per cent).

The govemment has exacerbated this by
effectively criminalising forms of behaviour
engaged in by masses of people — going to

“The problems go deeper than Tory policy. That
Just acted as a catalyst. The archaic, class-based,
racist character of these institutions are rooted in

their history. The public debate about how to
resolve the situation has therefore been difficult

for the establishment.”

parties, attending football matches, hanging
around on the street.

Socialists needn't look far to find the
causes of this situation and the reasons for its
occurence now. The combination of recession
and an austerity offensive that has slashed jobs
and services, with the centralisation and mas-
sive sirengthening of law enforcement institu-
tions speaks for itsell. The legilimacy of these
institutions rested on 2 social consensus that

-

has been eroded by the
polarisation of  the
Thatcher years. With the
strategy  underpinning
this  polarisation no
longer appearing so suc-
cessful, the facade of
authority has begun to
crumble.

However, the
problems go deeper than
Tory policy. That just
acted as a catalyst. The
archaic, class-based,
racist character of these
institutions are rooted in
their history. The public
debate about how 1o
resolve the situation has
therefore been  difficuli
for the establishment. So
far it has been dealt with
by a combination of
damage limitation and
taking the question of
reform on an issue by
issue basis. But this

Andrew Wlard-'ﬂapol rt

lacks credibility.

The idea that cormmuption in the police, a
crisis of confidence in the courts and mass
prison riots can be addressed as discrete issues
without an overall strategy won’t sell for long.
A broader debate is inevitable. Indeed it has
begun.

For the Tories 1o admit failure and the
need for a fundamental policy alteration in
this area is unthinkable. But their policy of
simply announcing ‘full steam ahead’ {whilst
engaging in behind the scenes U-tums, as on
the economy) won't boost morale or satisfy
the widespread calls for change.

Another option is to strengthen the coer-
cive state 1o resolve by force problems that are
otherwise insoluble without mass support.
This option has waited in the wings through
the 1980s — to briefly emerge at
Gibraltar and during the Stalker af-
fair. Itz main effect has been 1o
divide the ruling class.

With the party so mooled in in-
stitutions under attack, the Tory
focus is therefore on containment
and damage limitation. A caravan of
slow moving commissions of en-
quiry has been established to give an
impression of movement.

Labour is now trying to outflank
the government on the issue, hoping 1o ce-
ment its image as a siable and trustworthy
party of govemment. Unlike Home Secretary
Waddington, Roy Hattersley was given a
warm reception by the Police Federtion con-
ference — to whom he pledged support for all
police demands on the govemnment. So far this
is restricted to financial issucs. But where will
such attitudes lead?

Offering very little more than a bipartisan
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Tories have helped bring the law Into disrepute with their Poll Tax; but the TUC s helping to uphold i

approach, the Labour Party wants to sell itself
on law and order ideology whilst dissociating
itself from the aura of sleaze, secrecy and
brutishness. Taking advantage of the move
towards consamer-style marketing by police
forces such as the Met, Labour is rying to
develop a trendy image on the issue

Gone are the days when local Labour
anthorities boycotted police ‘consultative’
committees, preferring to campaign for ac-
countability and align themselves with those at
the receiving end of the strong state. New
realizm and witch hunting have seen to that.

Labour is now taking the lead in calling for
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a new ‘community’ approach centred on a
‘partnership” between the police and Jocal
authorities — with local business and voluntary
organisations roped in to shore up the coali-
tion. Of course councils are powerless and
penniless, and police accountability is disap-
pearing even further over the horizon (given
incvilable moves towards centralising the
police on a national basis). The approach will
therefore be little more than a cosmetic exer-
cise to rebuild public confidence in the system.

So far Labour has had precious little to say
on the prison crisis or the loss of confidence in
the judiciary. Although Hattersley has finally

brought himself to express concem
over the Birmingham Six - the
Guildford Four, Winchester Three
and Maguire Seven affairs elicited
few calls for reform. A Labour com-
mittee established to look at legal
reforms by an incoming government
rejected a call for the halting of con-
victions based on uncorroborated
confessions. And the party hasn't
been prominent in defending jury
trials or the right to silence.
L Thus the next election, occurring
in the wake of thiz crisis of the
b criminal justice establishment, will
feature the two main parties doing
their best to avoid saying anything
original about it. This vacuum helps
to explain the re-emergence of the
debate on a bill of rights and the
relaunch of Charter 88. Roy Hat-
tersley was accordingly moved 1o
present his own package of constitu-
tional reforms, and Labour has
reluctantly  jumped the
bandwagon in calling for the incor-
poration of the European Conven-
tion on Human Rights into British
law.

The Bill of Rights debate is
& broader than the scope of this ar-
L ticle. Suffice o note that this liberal
g (small *1') lobby has so far shown it-
self totally disinclined to deal with
the real problems outlined above. It
has been conspicuously absent from
campaigns by black and Irish
prisoncrs, and issues of imde union
rights; nor has it used their cases Lo
call for significant changes. The
police and the courts barcly feature
on its agenda.

But in the absence of any aller-
nalive sirategy, this lobby will in-
evitably be seen as a flagbearer for
civil liberties and force the pace on
the question just as Paddy Ashdown
has on Hong Kong. Given its short-
comings in practice this will leave
the central issues untouched, ena-
bling the state to stick on the elas-

toplast and slowly reform itsell out
of the glare of public debate.

Commentators in the mass media have
been forced to recognise the depth of the
problem. But none have been prepared to call
for the radical transformation of the whole
system that is required. Marxisis have histon-
cally had much to say on this, because of their
understanding of the relationship between
class and state.

A socinlist intervention into this crisis,
even a debate, is thus long overdue. Hopefully
this will be initiated with the proposed
Socialist Movement-sponsored  Democratic
Rights Convention early next year. The work
needs to star now.

mn
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Gorbachev’s
crisis deepens

By Rick Simon
The Soviet economic and political sys-
tem is in the grip of a series of interlock-
ing and mutvally reinforcing crises.
Together they add up to a profound sys-
temic crisis from which there appear to
be few crumbs of comfort for Gorbachev.

The economy is increasingly failing to
deliver essentinl goods; centres of power are
proliferating; the nationalities gquestion
threalens the disintegration of the Soviel
Union itself; splits face the CPSU at its
forthcoming Congress and Soviet workers are
beginning to press their demands for more
goods and wage rises that can keep pace with
growing inflation.

The economic crisis

The Soviel economic crisis is charac-
terised by chronic underproduction, par-
ticulardy of basic consumer goods, mther than
the overproduction typical of capilalist
economic crises. According to CIA estimates,
only 50 out of 1200 basic consumer goods are
readily available in the shops and this despite
an increase of 6.4 per cent in consumer goods
production in the first quarter of 19940, Ovemll
production in the same period registered a fall
of 1.2 per cent. Soviet indehtedness is also on
the increase - up by 10 billion roubles in 1989
to 51 hillion, and the budget deficil has in-
creaged from 18 billion roubles in 1986 1o 92
billion in 1989,

Moreover, the collapse of the bureancratic
East Buropean regimes is o good news/ bad
news story for the Soviet Union. The good
news is that it will relieve an economic bur-
den on the Soviel economy more swiftly into
a direct relationship with the capitalist Wesi.
The prospect of the latter appears to have ac-
celerated the search for free market solutions
to Soviel economic problems.

Previously, the East European states of
Comecon acted both as a buffer for the Soviet
economy against the world capitalist economy
and az a proving-ground for a variety of ex-
periments in modifying the opemtion of
bureaucratic planning. Thus, direct links were
primarily  established between  Soviel
enlerprises and their Comecon counterparts
rather than directly with Western firms.

Debates as to whether the Soviet reform is
more akin to the moderate East German or to
the more radical Hunganian model appear in-
creasingly imrelevant, however, as the Eas
European  states  embrace  free-market
economics and seek ties with the West with
ever greater gusto. Soviel trade with Comecon
countries declined in the first guarter of 1990,
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The seeming inability
of the Soviet government
to meverse the trend of
economic decline, despite
adopting a package of
emergency Mmeasures
promoted by Prime Mini-
ster Mikolai Ryzhkov at
the end of 1989, has led to
a palpable shift in the
terms of the debate over
cconomic  reform. The
days of ‘perestroika’, the
restructuring of  the
economy (o accelerate
cconomic  growth by
giving  greater  inde-
pendence o enlerprises
within the framework of the bureaucratic
planned economy, are at an end. Talk is now
nod so much about ‘restruocturing” as of

‘dismantling’ the whole edifice of the
nationalised economy.
Prices

Even just a year ago the key lo economic
reform was seen o be the pricing system.
Once prices were freed from the shackles of
central control, a market conld be established
in means of production and enterprises would
be free to enter into contractual relations with
each other, with Western [inms and with the
stale to produce goods on a supply-and -
demand basis.

It is= no longer price reform but the
development of compelilion in the Soviet
economy and the ransformation of property
rights which are seen 1o be the key 1o
economic reform by more radical economists.
Concrelely, this means denationalisation of
state enterprises. Price reform is oaly a comol-
lary of this process.

The star of formery prominent reform
economists, such as Abel Aganbegyan, the ar-
chitect of the first phase of perestroika, is on
the wane, Much more forthright liberal
economists, such as Nikolai Petrakov, now
have the ear of President Gorbachev,

In an interview in Moscow News, Petrakov
argued that a committee should be extablished
to dispose of state property, insisting that:

“Without opening oul the economy, no ef-
fective reform can be camed oul. When
people can buy shares, the endless problems
which plague joint ventures will be solved in-
stantly. We have to overcome our dogmas:
why can't there be enterposes which are
wholly owned by foreign companies?™

The appearence of McDonalds in Red

Square is just a sideshow compared to the
prospect of wholesale prvatisation. But, as
the Polish experience has demonstrated, it is
one thing 1o proclaim a market reform, and
quite another to carry it out. Nevertheless, the
terms of the debate now centres on how such
a reform can be implemented rather than over
the principle of introducing it

The price reforms mooted in Ryzhkov's
economic programme are opposed by the
radical intelligentsia because they simply in-
crease  administratively delermined poces
without changing in any way the basis on
which they are set. It is a measure of the op-
position such proposals, called by some
economists ‘shock thempy without the
therapy’, have encountered from all sectors of
Soviet society that their implementation has
once again been postponed until the autumn,

Plans are now also being drawn up 1o tum
selected stale enlerprizes into joint-stock com-
panies and o create a stock markel. Accord-
ing to Petrakov, “by the end of 1990, it will
be possible to transfer 2,200 large enterprises
— 70 percent of the fixed assets in industry —
to a joinl stock basia.”. There will also be
more effors to press ahead with co-operatives
and small businesses.

Such ambitious plans for a marker
economy assume both the suppon of the
people of the Soviet Union and aid from the
Wesl. There is litile 1o suggest that either will
be forthcoming. There was & marked
liberalisation of Soviet foreign trade in 1989,
but this has only led to a hard cumency
squeeze and widespread defaulting on debt
repayments.

Western governments and fimms want
evidence of the real operation of a marke
economy. In a hard-nosed editorial, the
Economist argued:
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“The fastest way to tutor East Europeans in
the ways of free market is to make them com-
pete against Mexicans and Malaysians for the
hard-eamed dollars, yen, and D-marks of
westemn savers'. (June 16, p 19.)

The crisis of the Soviet State

The loosening of political and economic
ties is creating centrifugal tendencies within
the Soviet Union. The recasting of the Union
of Soviet Socialist Republics is on the agenda
for the first time since its foundation in 1922,

Virtually all of the major Soviet republics
now have powerful movemenis for greater
autonomy. if not independence, Uzbekistan
and Moldavia being the latest. However, the
trouble caused by the Baltic siates’ unilateral
declarations of independence is as nothing
compared to the problems that will be created
by the Soviet Union’s largest and most impor-
tant republic, the Russian Federation
(RSFSR), secking o develop itz own inde-
pendent relations.

Boris Yeltsin's election as President of the
Russian Federation, apart from completing, in
Soviet terms, an unheard-of political come-
back, creates a massive alternative centre of
power to the Soviet state.

Yeltsin's programme  for Russin is a
double-edged sword. On the one hand, it has
an appeal to the most chauvinistic elements in
Russian society (Yeltsin is reported to have
met with representatives of the neo-fascist
Pamyat organisation when lobbying for the
Presidency). On the other, it contains the
genuinely progressive demand that the USSR
ghould be based on volunlary relations be-
tween constituent republics.

Yeltsin's first action in this regard was to
meet with Lithuanian President, Vylausas
Landsbergis. Russian control of basic energy
sources such as oil coal and gas could easily
cul across Moscow's efforts to impose an
economic blockade on the Baltic states. This
has prompted a renewed search for a com-
promise solution,

But such a solution to the independence of
the Baltic States will only temporasily remove
one thom from the side of the body politic.
There are many others lo create a [estering
wound.

The crisis inside the Party

The days of the outwandly monolithic
Party have long since departed. Under
Brezhnev, the CPSU was a mechanism for the
accomodation of the main institotional inter-
ests in Soviet society — the military, industrial
managers, and so on, and for ransmitting the
decisions of the Party into the deepest recesses
of Soviet society. To this end it required a
massive membership: approximately 19 mil-
lion people — or a tenth of the adult popula-
tion.
As the crisis deepens, public support for
both the CPSU and Gorbachev is declining
and the broad spectrum of views within the
Party is becoming more apparent. Under con-
siderable pressure, the next Congress of the
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Party has been brought forward 6 months to
debated the proposed advance to a market
economy. This has provoked the appearance
of two public factions for the first time since
the 1920s.

The first of these, ‘Democratic Platform’
{DP), is closely associated with the Inter-
Regional Group in the Congress of People's
Deputies. It has a number of leading in-
dividuals in common, including Yeltsin.

DP's progmmme is broadly social
democratic, arguing against the long-term goal
of communism and for a multi-party par-
linmentary system in which the CPSU would
cease fo play a vanguard role, bul it is not a
homogeneous tendency. lis membership ran-
ges from extreme marketisers to those who
support the Committees of New Socialists as-
sociated with Boris Kagarlitsky.

It seems a foregone conclusion that many
of DP's supporters will leave the CPSU at the
28th Congress in July, DP claims the suppon
of 40 percent of the Parly rank-and-file, but
only 2 percent of Congress delegates are DP
supporters. A majority at ils second con-
ference agreed that, unless radical changes in
the CPSU"s organisation and functioning were
agreed at the Congress, they would leave and
form probably more than one new party. Ac-
cording to a recent opinion poll, only two-
thirds of Party members gaid they would
remain after the Congress

A second faction has recently emerged in
the shape of the ‘Marxist Platform® (MP). MP
puts great emphasis on workers® self manage-
ment and argues that, depite the degenerate
and bureancratic character of the CPSU, there
is still a need to regenerate the communist
tradition within i,

The battle over the CPSU and the forces
which emerge from it are crucial 1o the
development of a socialist altemative in the
Soviet Union. The CPSU still plays a pivotal
role as the instroment of the bureaucracy’s
domination of Soviet socicty and, as the recent
experience of the foundation of the Russian
Communist Party indicales, the apparatus still
retains a firm grip within the CPSU.

The crisis inside the trade

unions

Soviet trade unions have traditionally
served the function of a ‘transmission belt’ for
instructions from the highest economic organs
to the workforce and as instruments of social
and cultural policy inside the workplace by
providing health and holiday facilities, in-
surance, honsing and so on.

Gorbachev's policies have shified some of
the emphasis away from trade unions as ap-
pendages of the state, and verbal emphasis has
been placed more on carrying out traditional
trade union functions such as defending
workers' interests against management. When
the crunch has come, however, the attitude of
the official unions has been found wanting.

In last year's miners’ strike, the official
unions were conspicuous by their absence

from the organisation of any action, They
were completely by-passed by rank-and-file
strike committees which linked wp to co-or-
dinate the strike. The official union leader-
ships did try to jump on the bandwagon as the
breadth and power of the strike became ap-
parent — but this was 1o derail it and prevenl
the advancing of political demands.

The failure of the govemment to honour its
promises, embodied in Resolution 608, which
brought the strike to an end, has led to the
threat of new action. At a congress of the offi-
cial miners’ union in March, the apparatus
was 50 dominant, however, that only 20 per-
cenl of delegates were rank-and-file miners.
The latter walked out and refused to par-
ticipate in any of the union’s deliberalions.
The upshot was the calling of a genuinely rep-
resentative conference which has delayed the
founding of an independent union until a
second conference in Moscow in August.

That conference also reflected, however,
the confusion which reigns among even the
most advanced sections of the Soviet working
class. A resolution demanding the resignation
of the present Ryzhkov govemment argued
that “the main thing...is to form a government
which will have enough determination and
skill o end stale control over the economy
and carry out a real transition 1o a markel
economy and democracy™.

A strike scheduled to go ashead on the an-
niversary of last year's strike now appears lo
have been postponed following appeals to the
miners” leaders from Boris Yeltsin, Yeltsin is
anxious to buy time for his programme lo be
implemented and, al present, he commands
sufficent popularity among the workers to be
able 1o do so. Rapid improvements in the
supply of consumer goods will be essential if
his credibility is not also to suffer.

Since the end of the strike there have been
significant developments in the formation of
other independent trade unions. SOTSPROF,
the first such organisation of any real size and
influence has continued 1o grow, drawing in
small emergenl groups under its umbrella; and
there has been the convening of the Con-
federation of Labour, of which the miners are
again the backbone.

Conclusion

The crisis of Soviet society is reaching ex-
plosive proportions, and no section of society
appears 1o have the leadership to impose its
solution. It would be folly to predict an out-
come to a process with so many variables. As
control  from the centre disintegrates,
however, the possibility of an authoritarian
golution, involving sections of the military
and security forces, can not be ruled oul.

The need for the Soviet working class to
develop a programme and organisation to
combat the crisis and the threat of eaction is
pressing. Socialists in the West should do
everything possible to assist this process.
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Rebuild
the Berlin
Wall?

Socialist Action draws

wrong lessons from

Eastern Europe

By Patrick Baker and Harry Sloan
Few political commentators could
honestly claim to have predicted the
course of evemts across Eastern Europe
over the last period. The interaction be-
tween the mass movements of the work-
ing class in the GDR, Romania, Czechos-
lovakia, and the USSR; the manocuvres
of imperalism; combined with the col-
lapse of stalinism have produced a com-
plex picture indeed — from the victory of
the National Salvaton Front in Romania
o the victory of the Hungarian
Democratic Forum, the survival of sig-
nificant support for reformed Communist
Parties in the GDR and Czechoslovakia,
and so on.

However, the magazine Secialist Aciion
(1) claims that *‘The events in Eastern
Europe pose a simple dynamic’(2). From the
outzet, we are told, the dominant dynamic was
nothing other than towards the restoration of
capitalizm.

Reading the Socialist Actiom wversion of
events certainly gives us a simplistic view: but
unfortunately not ooe that is of much use io
socialists in understanding or responding to
the developments. We are told, for example as
a prelude to Socialist Action’ 5 analysis that:

‘Anything which weakens the working
class and strengthens world capitalism, no
matter what its immediate appearance, sets

NOTES

| Socialist Action s a gquarterly jowmial which,
while claiming revolutionary politics, has played an
increasimgly righti=t role in the labour movement for
some years. This began with a refusal to criticise the
left of the labour bureavcracy during the 1984-5
British miners" =inke. More recently it has been a
part of the Labour Lefi Liaison alliance, freguently
leading attacks on forces swch as the Socialis
Movement, Labour Bricfing and Socialise Cutlook,
They have particularly opposed the ‘twin track’
strategy pul Torward by the Socialist Movement — a
strategy of linking forces in the left of the Labour
Party 1o mass movements owtside, such as that

around the Poll Tax.
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Sociallst Action ‘appalled’ as Waill was breached

back internationally the fight for equality,
freedom, democracy, human dignity and
progress”.

At first sight this reads as a truism; yet the
author, Peter Drew (who appears to share
many of the views of Socialist Action
theoretician John Ross) makes no attempt to
refine this broad stalement to come to grips
with the contradictions in East Genmany and
olher East European countries. There a
strengthening of working class resistance to
stalinism served to oust the old regime, and
could potentially have represented a major
threat to capitalist rule elsewhere in Europe
and internationally. However in the absence of
gerions socialist forces committed to a full
programme of political revolution a political
vacuum was crealed that has since been filled
in most cases by the emergence of pro-
capitalist forces. Is this a simple “weakening
of the working class?" We don’t think so.

The confusion is compounded by Drew’s
ingistence upon using the wngualified term
‘workers’ states’ lo refer lo the stalinist
regimes of Eastern Europe (which marxists
have customarily referred to as ‘deformed” or
‘degenerated workers’ states 1o distinguish
them from the revolutionary marxist goal of
the dictatorship of the proletariat).

To make matiers worse, Drew has also
used misplaced quotations from Trotsky in
1940, when he was writing of the potential
danger of a military defeat and reconguest of
the Soviet Union at the hands of imperialism
in World War 2 — as if this offers a direct
analogy to the imperialist economic pressures
on Eastemn Enrope today.

Even more baffling is Drew's assumption
that now the old stalinist partics have been
ousted from power and the old borcaucratic
regimes have been toppled in much of Eastern
Europe, capitalism has already been de facto
restored, the ‘workers’ states’ destroyed, and
‘imperialism’ is now already fully in control:

“There is no doubt which view ... has
been confirmed by the events leading to the
beginning of destruction of workers states
in Eastern Europe and by the unfolding of
events that has since commenced' (...)
‘Within Eastern Europe itself, imperialism
is already leading to wide impoverishment.
Real wages in Poland have fallen, on the
IMF's figures, by 30-40 per cent since the
beginning of 1990 under the stabilisation
plan. Similar, if less drastic plans will be
implemented im the rest of Eastern
Europe.’

Drew’s account ignores the fact thal in
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Poland almost 'identical austerity plans had
been drawn up — and unsuccessfully attempted
~ by the stalinist regime prior to the election
of the Solidamosc government.

More dishonest, and more crucial to his
mistaken analysis, is the omission of any
reference to the mle of the working class of
Eastern Europe in ousting the old regimes.
Drew clearly discounts any revolotionary
potential in these mass mobilisations:

“The majority of ‘Trotskyist' organisa-
tions totally misundersiood the dynamic in
Eastern Europe — believing it io be moving
towards political revolution when the
dominant dynamic was to the restoration of

capitalism.’

S

proof or argument, (and shying away from ad-
mitting that marxists should — according to his
logic — have supporied the old regimes
againgf the mass movements) he asserts that:

‘Another part of Trotskyism supported
the capitalist reunification of Germany and
the desiruction of the East German
workers state. This last position has passed
over the class line out of the camp of the
working class.

“Those who support the destruction of
workers states and their integration into
imperialist powers are outside the revolu-
tionary movement — they support actions

dealing historic blows not merely against

Socialist Action’ s homror at the uprising
of millions of East European wotkers,
and for pol siding against the strikes,
demonstrations and mass struggles of
the proletanat, the box lakes a few snip-
pels of our analysis deliberately out of
context to finger us as one of the cur-
rents that has allegedly ‘gone over lo
imperialism’, The box concludes:

‘Anyone travelling that road
should realise that it has proved com-
pletely bankrupt — and should turn
round and reverse it."

In fact Socialist Outlook said:

‘“While supporting the historic
goal of reunification, again as a step
towards a socialist Europe, we
demand the GDR workers have the
right to say ‘mo’ to the plans of
Western capital.’(4)

We later summed this up in the
slogan ‘No to the Kohl Plan — for a
United Socialist Germany!” (5).

The Socialist Action analysis stands
or falls on its appraisal of events in East

Germany. Drew’s comment on the the over-
throw of the Berlin Wall is:

i...many [!] might feel moved by the
scenes amid the current downfall of the
corrupt and repressive regimes such as
those of East Germany, Czechoslovakia,
{...) Marxism however has something dif-
ferent fo say on the matter’ (7).

The fact that hundreds of thousands were
mobilising on the strects of Leipzig, and that
political support for New Forum — who clear-
ly opposed capitalist reunification — was
around 40 per cent, warmnis not a mention in
thousands of angry wonds of *analysis’! In the

eyes of Socialist Action, the

From this standpoint of inglonous
isolation, Drew rmails against any who
sided with the workers of Eastern Burope
against their stalinist rulers, or who {like
Boris Kagaditsky and others in the
USSR itself as well as socialists in
Eastermn Europe) have recognised the new
scope opened up for independent work-
ing class action by the glasnost policies
of Gorbachev in the USSR:

“The fact that hundreds of thousands were
mobilising on the streets of Leipzig, and that
political support for New Forum — who clearly
opposed capitalist reunification — was around 40
per cent, warrants not a mentien in thousands of

angry words in Soclalist Action”

mobilisation of the working class on
the streels apparently contained no
progressive polential.

In their view, from the moment
of the ousting of the old Honecker
regime, the electoral victory of the
CDU 6 months later was inevitable
(8); and the collapse of the Berlin
Wall signified the victory of im-
perialism across Bastern Europe.

‘Those eagaged in the fight against
imperialism were not those praising Gor-
bachev for his ‘“democracy’, and supporting
the events in Eastern Europe, but those ap-
palled by the events in Eastern Europe and
that Stalinism had so undermined the states
of Eastern Europe as o create capitalist
restoration’.

From this sour-faced ‘Disgusted of
Tunbridge Wells® line of condemning the big-
gest and most dynamic working class chal-
lenge to stalinism since World War Twe,
Drew concludes that by supporting the
waorkers — many of whom subsequently voted
for right wing parties in the absence of any
convincing mass socialist leadership — many
Trotskyists backed the wrong side. Without
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the German working class but against the
entire international proletarial.

‘Such forces have obhjectively gone over
to imperialism — becoming the left wing of
the pro-imperialist workers movement ie
left social democrats and social democrat-
inclined centrists [sic]’.

Though Drew names no names of these
supposed Trotskyists who favour the demoli-
tion of ‘workers' states’, one Trotskyist
publication is singled out for vilification:
Socialist Owutlook is specifically attacked in a
box feature attached to Drew's amicle and
headed *Those who make the bureaucracy the
main enemy’.

Condemning our joumnal for not sharing

This is rather easier 1o say in
retrospect than for those commenting at the
time. Thus the leading paper of the West Ger-
man bourgeoisie, Die Zert, said on October
13:

“What is very noticeable is that there is
one demand which is not heard — reunifica-
tion. These intellectual, religious and politi-
cal spokespersons of reform don’t waat to
abolish the GDR, only to change it.... The
capitalist FRG is not their model: they are
dreaming once again of ‘socialism with a
human face’.’

However Socialist Qutlook wamed of the
danger: ‘But the gquestion of reunification is
indeed posed, and it will be posed all the
more if the reforms in the East are nol
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implemented’[9)

But to claim as do Sociafist Ac-
tion that no alternative to the CDU
viclory existed at the time of the
mass mobilisations implies that
only two strategic possibilities ex-
isted in the GDR: the maintenance
of one of the most repressive
stalinist regimes in post-war
Europe, or an imperialist
nightmare. Thus the fact that the
division of Germany was a
humiliating, repressive act im-
posed on the German working
class by imperialism and stalinism
is, at best, of litfle importance to
Socialist Action: the ‘lesser of two
evils' becomes apparently the only
option — on the basis that stalinist
autarchy is preferable to an im-
perialist rampage.

In this simplistic black and
white world, in which the accomplished fact is
slavishly worshipped, and workers are al-
lowed to choose only between unacceptable
altematives, support for self-determination is
obviously no longer a pnnciple, but a
catchphrase to be selectively used when it
suits. In fact a similar de facto rejection of the
right to self determination played a very im-
portant role in the marginalization

Now leading supponters of Secialist Action
go one step further, and inform us that *There
are two camps — the camp of the working
class and the camp of imperialism.” This is a
travesty of marxism. In the 1930s Trotsky ex-
plained that things were not quile so simple.
He argued that salinism was a counter-
revolutionary political force within the ‘camp’

Dle e S Sde L
PROLETARIAT/

pensated for by its destruction of the hold
of imperialism in Eastern Europe and the
ald given by these stales to the struggle
agalnst imperialism internationally”

And his own thwaned illusions in
Stalinism are clearly demonstrated in a plain-
tive paragraph that shows him finally reaching
the point which most Trotskyists have taken

for granted since the late 1930s:

of New Forum and ather left for-
ces — but it wins them nothing but
praise from Socralist Action! (10)
It has become increasingly
clear that Socialist Action has dis-
counted the possibility of the
working class as a social force
playing any independent role; and
ceased to fight in any serious way
to encourage or build political
currents that reject both stalinism
and imperialism. This can be the
only rationale for the new line,
which is little more than a belated
lament for the ousted stalinist
regimes, and a tacit call to revent
to traditional stalinist repressive

tactics of ‘“Two, three, ... many
Berlin Walls®.
For decades revolutionary

marxisis have recognized that
gtalinism was a cancer in the
labour movement; that it had to

“If ... a bourgeois party were to overthrow the ruling
Soviet caste, it would find no small number of ready
servants among the present bureaucrats,
administrators, technicians, directors, party
secretaries and privileged upper circles in general. A
purgation of the state apparatus would, of course,
be necessary .... But a bourgeois restoration would
probably have te clean out fewer people than a

revelutionary party.

“The chief task of the new power would be to restore
private property in the means of production. ...
“Notwithstanding that the Soviet bureaucracy has
gone far toward preparing a bourgeois restoration,
the new regime would have to Introduce In the
matter of forms of property and methods of Industry
not a reform, but a secial revolution.”
Leon Trotsky, Revolution Betrayed(1936)

‘1989 shows that Stalinism has
now [! emphasis added, Ed]
degenerated to the point where it is
nol merely incapable of overturning
capitalism, bul it cannot even
defend the existing countries in
which capitalism has been
destroyed®.

The logic of Socialist Action's
simplistic “two camp® analysis leads
to all kinds of bizarre positions. Lead-
ing supporters of Socialist Action
have also claimed that revolotionaries
cannot call for increased democracy
in Cuba because democratic
demands are being made by im-
perialism! Such a line of argument
could have been applied to any of the
stalinist states over the last four
decades (or indeed during the Mos-
cow Trials) — this very argument was
osed ad nauseam by all the emtwhile
apologists of stalinism. It could equal-
ly apply to the bloody Beijing

be swepl away for the workers to
be able to develop a political
leadership based on democratic self-organisa-
tion. It was precisely in this sense that the
events in the GDR and Czechoslovakia were
1o be welcomed — as a necessary precondition
for the development of independent working
class politics. This remains the case, even il
there were no sufficiently developed socialist
currents able to take advantage of the open-
ings that were offered, and the outcome was
not a direct progression in the direction that
socialists desired.
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of the workers' movement. This remains as
true today as it was then — and the political
defeal of stalinism on a world scale can only
be seen as a victory for the working class.

Drew appears to have missed this basic
thrust of Trotsky's thought: he is surely talk-
ing parlly of himeelf and Secialist Action
when he complains that among those with
tough guestions to answer are :

‘forces that had illusions in the Stalinist
buresucracy and who considered that,
whatever its other crimes, they were com-

bureaucracy today.

The reality is that the transformations we
have seen across Eastem Europe have ex-
pressed profoundly contradictory elements -
and have both positive and negative aspects,
Among the gains are the eradication of
stalinism and the winning of numerus
democratic rights; examples of setbacks in-
clude the weakness of independent working
class organisation and the outright rejection of
what most workers see as “communism’ —
both bitter legacies of decades of stalinist
repression and bureavcratic mismanagement.
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Gorbachev's mmmwmmmmh opened up political space for the left: Castro Is applauded by

Socialist Action for opposing both

The victory of pro-market, right wing par-
ties in a number of East European countries is
largely a consequence of these weaknesses.
But does this mean that the inevitable outcome
will be capitalist counter-revolution? Such a
prognosis undercstimates both the political
contradictions in the imperialist camp and the
practical hurdles in the way of such a sweep-
ing restoration. It is, in addition, a profoundly
pessimistic estimate of the possibilities of es-
tablishing independent organisations

has brought increasing numbers of sirikes and
decreasing  popularty for the govemment.
That these attacks on the working class will
produce defensive struggles is a fairly safe
prediction, particularly given the history of
sinuggle in countries such as Poland; what is
necessary, and as yet largely absent, is a politi-
cal leadership capable of tuming these
mobilisations towards the offensive.

But Secialist Action denies the possibility

tradition, the Socialist Action

response
‘Rebuild the Berlin Wall!" is, 1o use their own

words, ‘...a coofession of
bankruptcy .

Revolutionanes have a tremendous respon
sibility in the current situation: both to analyse
events as they unfold; and to intervene active-
ly in the interests of the working class,
whether or not the political environment is
receplive in the short term.

Political and material aid from

political

of the working class,

Let us examine these different fac-
tors. The restoration of capitalism re-
quires considerably more than the
election of right-wing governments.
The construction of an indigenous
capitalist class, the restructuring of
bankrupt cconomies without major
capital investment — these are tasks
that the Buropcan Community itself

“Will Secialist Action withhold its support from
strikers unless they sign a pledge to vote the right
way at the next elections? Will it develop slogans

and policles for the actual fight to come, or confine
itself to bemeaning the loss of the Berlin Wall and
arguing how much better life was under stalinist

rule?”

socialisis in the west to the small
left groups that have been formed
in recent months in the East could
well make a decisive difference to
the evolution of these countries
over the nexl few years,

Socialist Outlook does nol in-
tend to cede the political bal-
tleground to either imperialism or
stalinism; in our view neither

has recognised are long term projects.

The different factions within international
capital are by no means agreed on how it can
be best achieved — as a cursory glance at
recent discussions within NATO will show.
What is clear is that such a projects threaten
social explosion, as we read in a recent report
from the EC Commissioner for economic af-
fairs:

*There is obviously a risk that this com-
bined government effort at marketisation and
stabilisation will be met by massive sirikes
and fail. In this case the whole economic
programme is in ruins.’

Marketisation without capital investment is
a clear recipe for pauperisation, as we have
seen in Poland over the last six months. This
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of such a development in advance — effective-
ly claiming that the battle is lost when it has
hardly begun. Worse, it gives no clue as to
which side it will be on when these struggles
do break out. Will Secialist Acrion withhold
its support from sirikers unless they sign a
pledge to vote the right way at the next elec-
tions? Will it develop slogans and policies for
the actual fight to come, or confine itself to
bemoaning the loss of the Berlin Wall and ar-
guing how much better life was under stalinist
rule?

On one point Socialist Action are right —
the stakes in the cumrent situation for the inter-
national working class movement are very
high. In such a situation, for a journal claiming
to be a part of the revolutionary, anti-stalinist

have won the day. The former has
been all but wiped from the slate as a force in
intemational politics; the latter has many
problems ahead — first and foremaost, the
working class itsell.

Notes
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From women’s rights

to feminist politics

The developing struggle for women’s liberation in

These are times of greal promise
and great danger for women in
Poland. For decades, the second
class status of women - in public
life, on the labour market, and at
bome — was an unchallengeable
fact of life, fimmly rooted in the
hypocritical policies of the Com-
munist bureaucracy and in the
ideology of the powerful Catholic
Church. Now the collapse of
one-party rule and the nascent
democratic process have created
political space for women Lo
begin struggling to change their
situation.

A newly formed national feminist
organisation is taking the lead in ad-
vocating women's rights and chal-
lenging the institutions of male
dominance that circumscribe every

Poland
By Brenda S. Bishop

aspect of women’s lives. Women
within the trade union Solidamosc
are beginning 1o draw attention to the
special problems of working women
and to develop structures thal can ad-
dress them.

But at the same lime, women are
facing a far-reaching assaull on their
legal rights and living standards that
threatens to set them back decades.
As the new government of Solidar-
nosc-allied intellectuals and
politicians moshes 1o privatise the
ailing economy, women are becom-
ing the majority of the new un-
employed and have already lost their
right to protected long term parental
leave. Legislation to illegalise abor-
tion has been introduced in the Sejm
(the Polish Parliament) for the second
year in a row. Women are even less
represented  in  government than
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before, while Playboy-style calen-
dars are displayed in most stores and
offices.

MNever has it been more critical for
women 10 unile o defend their
rights. While the potential for such
organisation exisls, there are many
obstacles which must first be over-
come.,

A twisted history of

subordination

The situation of women in Poland
is complex and contradictory. Basic
legal rights and social benefits,
which in the West were won only
after protracted struggle, were
provided by the ruling Polish United
Workers Party (PUWP) after World
WarlL

The Polish Constitution guaran-
tees the equality of the sexes. Abor-
tion was legalised in 1956, on centain

Women within
the trade union
Solidarnosc are
beginning to
draw attention
to the special
problems of
working women
and to develop
structures that
can address
them”
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“The Polish
Constitution
guarantees the
equality of the
Sexes.
Abortion was
legalised in
1956, on
certain
specified
grounds, and
has evolved to
permit
essentially
abortion on
demand. A
system of
childcare
support was

dutnlnged...”
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specified grounds, and has evolved to
permit  cssentially  abortion  on
demand. A system of childcare sup-
port was developed which included,
for mothers, the right to three months
paid matemity leave and leave to care
for sick children (35 days per year per
child) and, for either parent, the right
to up to three years' parental leave,
with an allowance of 40 percent of
the former salary paid during the first
18 months. Pomography was legally
banned, MNew opporiunities were
made available to women who
wished to attend university and to
study or work in tmditionally male-
dominated fields.

But in reality, little changed for
most women, Male dominance was
perpetuated in public life through the
party bureaucracy and in private life
through the weight of tradition rein-
forced by the Catholic Church. The
PUWP's commitment to equality ex-
isted only on paper. There were no
women in top party posis and only a
token few in govemment and
management in industry. (Only a
quota ensured that 20 percent of party
members were women. )

Women entered the workforce in
record numbers to help rebuild war-
devastated Poland, and currently con-
stitute 46 percent of the workforce.
(Between T0 and B0 percent of
women 20 to 30 and 45 to 50 years
old engage in paid labour.) But they
have been kept segregated in the
lowest paying, and often most

monotonous and unsafe jobs, con-

centrated in the textile, food and pot-
tery industries, the clothing trade, and
education and health services. Thus,
the average woman eams only 65 per-
cent of the average man’s wages.

At the same time, women have al-
ways been cxpected to assume full
responsibility for children and the
home. Recent statistical surveys show
that women (i.e. wives, mothers and
mothers  indaw) are exclusively
responsible for cooking in 94 percent
of all households, for washing and
ironing in over 90 percent, for mend-
ing clothes in 97 percent, and for
dishwashing and other housework in
85 percent of all households.

Rather than challenging the sexual
division of labour, party policies en-
couraged it. For instance, rather than
investing in daycare centres, the
government urged mothers to take ex-
tended parental leave, which rein-
forced traditional sex roles and disad-
vantaged women on the labour
market. Poland's perennial economic
problems only increased women's
burdens, as many hours had to be
spent waiting in food shops lines, and
cooking and cleaning had to be per-
formed without the aid of adeguate
supplies or time-saving consumer ap-
pliances.

Despite the hardships of women’s
lives, the conditions did not exist for
mass feminist consciousness 1o
develop. Entering the workforce did
not change most women's view of
themselves as first and forcmost
wives and mothers. While work is a

source of self fulfilment for some, for
many it is merely an economic neces-
sity which they would happily aban-
don if given the chance o retum
home fulltime.

Because of the pary’s control
over information, there was no
vehicle for introducing feminist ideas
into society. Only one feminist text,
an anthology, has been translated into
Polish. The one established women's
organisation, the Women's League,
has been little more than a project to
occupy  wives of pay bosses,
publishing = magazine Women's
Life, and providing some individual
services to women, such as help in
finding pan-time work of child care,
to justify their vast amay of offices
and other privileges. It promoted the
party line that equality between the
sexes had been achieved, which only
served to discredit such ideas in the
eyes of most women.

Yet women have not been entirely
passive. In 1980-81, they became ac-
tive in (the trade union) Solidamosc
in numbers equal to men, nol-
withstanding their noticeable absence
from the history-making photos. In
those days, women saw their interests
as identical 1o men's in the fight for
eccopomic democracy and national
liberation. But even as Solidamosc
broadened into a mass movement of
opposition, its critique of the political
and social order never extended to
the subordination of women. With
the Church hierarchy as its strongest
ally, the leadership maintained its so-
cial conservatism.

Although the social foment of
those years made room for the emer-
gence of a feminist group at the
University of Warsaw in 1980, il
found itself isolated and unable to
grow. Nevertheless, it stayed together
as a small discussion and suppor
group, while the women associated
with it, one by one, tried 1o raise the
special problems of women in their
work in Solidarnosc underground and
in other emerging movements, such
as Preedom and Pesce (an anti-
militarist, environmental movement).

One step forward, one
step back

As in the west, it wag the attempl
to take away women's right to con-
trol their reproductive capability
which created the conditions for
women to begin openly struggling
around their own agenda. In
February 1989, a bill was introduced
in the Sejm (the Polish parliament) to
protcct the rights of the “unbom
child” not simply by outlawing abor-
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tion, but by subjecting
violators — women and
doctors alike — to a three
year prison term! (The
draft was prepared by a
group of experts on behalf
of the Catholic Episcopate
and was presented by the
Polish Catholic Social
Union, with the support of
conservative thinkers
from within every party.)

Women all across the
country were indignant.
In a country where safe
reliable bith control is
obtainable only by
chance, and neglect of the
issue constitutes the na-
tional policy, many
women are forced to
resort to abortion as a
birth control of last resort.
(About 700,000 women
have abortions each year,
in a population of 19 million
women. )

Independent  women's  action
Eroups sprang up in every major city,
often around universities, and under-
tock petitioning, Pardiamentary ap-
peals and even streel actions in
defence of the existing law, including
an impressive demonstration in War-
saw which drew a thousand. After
being inundated with letters and
phone calls, the Women's League
was forced to take a stand against the
proposed legislation, while Solidar-
nosc managed to avoid publicly stat-
ing its position. {Walesa vacillated,
remarking first that people have to
stop “killing each other” while later
suggesting thal the question is a
moral one better decided by the in-
dividual conscience, not the state)
The bill died last summer before
coming o a vole, but the newly
formed action groups did not.

Monumental developments al the
national political level were unfold-
ing around the same time that would
entirely change the political
landscape in Poland. At round-table
discussions, Solidamosc eventually
agreed to a compromise with the
ruling bureavcrats, leading to new
elections in which 35 percent of the
Sejm was freely chosen and a second
house of Pariament, the Senate, was
established in which all of the seats
were freely elected. While Solidar-
nosc, as a trade union, could not mn
its own candidates, it set up a Nation-
al Civic Committee (NCC) through
which candidales representing a
spectrum of political perspectives
and backgrounds were selected
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(creating an awkward relationship
between the workers’ organisation
and the politicians which continues to
this day).

When the PUWP was soundly
trounced and unable to mle (none of
even its uncontested candidates won
a plorality), Solidamose finally
agreed 1o a power-sharing arrange-
ment, under which the PUWP
retained cootrol of the ammy and
secarity forces, as well as the newly-
established post of President (filled
by General Jarurzelski, who had
declared martial law in 1981).

Sweeping reforms

These concessions leave Poland
behind most of its neighbours in
terms  of establishing  political
democracy. Long-time Solidamosc
advisor and Catholic intellecinal
Tadeusz Mazowiecki was chosen as
Prime Minister, and put together a
government in Seplember, 1989,
which immediately embarked on a
program of sweeping reform. For the
first time in years, freedom o or
ganise, o demonstrate, to publish and
distribute information in the open
without fear of repression or control,
was possible in Poland.

These changes gave new impetus
to feminists. Ax soon as the law on
organisations was liberalised, the
core of feminists moved to establish
an official national organisation by
registering with court as the Polish
Feminist Association (PFA). (In
Poland, this formality is an absolute
prerequisile lo securing recognition
in the media and public life and con-
creie benefits from the state.)

At the beginning of November, a
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conference  in  Poznan  brought
together the activists from the abor-
tion rights campaign (including PFA,
independent local groups such as the

Women's Club  from Poznan,
Women's Honor from Torun, Move-
ment for Protecting Women's rights
from Bydgosrcz, and the Polish
Feminist Movement Club from
Krakow, members of the Polish
Socialist Party-Democratic Revolu-
tion (FPS-RD) and Freedom and
Peace, and even a progressive from
the Women's League) 1o exchange
views on how to conlinue women's
struggle.

The following week, on Novem-
ber 12th feminists organised a picket
of the American Embassy in War-
saw, in solidarity with the thousands
demonstrating in Washington that
day to demand safe, legal and funded
abortion. And later that same month,
the first national meeting of women
in Solidamose was convened to lay
the groundwork for developing a
women's agenda for the union.

Ironically, the very openings that
made il possible for women 1o begin
organising to advance their rights
also unleashed other forces which
threaten to push women even further
backward Far from taking any in-
itiatives to improve the position of
women in society, the new govemn-
ment has been, at best, indifferent 1o
women' concems and al  worst,
responsible  for  policies  which
sacrifice women's interests in pursuit
of other aims.

Although the govemment has a
“beautiful spokeswoman™ (Malgor-
zata Niehabitowska), as Prime mini-

“many women
are forced to
resort to
abortion as a
birth control of
last resort.
About 700,000
women have
abortions each
year, in a
population of
19 million
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“Some 80
percent of
those already
dismissed are
women, who
are
concentrated
in the
‘non-essential’
office jobs
which are
being
eliminated in
all sectors.
Other women
have been
forced to quit
their jobs, as
the cost of
daycare soars
to levels
exceeding their
take-home pay”
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ster Mazowiecki once
referred to her, there is only
one woman in the govem-
ment — the Minister of Cul-
ture. In the Parliament,
women are only 6 percent of
the representatives elected
on the NCC slate, sig-
nificantly less than the 20
percent the PUWP made
room for. But lack of repre-
seniation is just the tip of the
iceberg.

The thrust of the
governmenlt's swecping
economic reform jeopandises
women's interests as
workers, the government's
solution to the problems of
the inefficient, debi-ridden
Polish economy is nothing
short of the reintroduction of
capitalist economic relations
in all sectors. As of January
1, 1990, in accordance with
the IMF austerity plan, inter-
nal convertability of the zioty was in-
troduced and a classical anti-inflation
program was implemented which led
to catastrophic ovemighl prices in-
CTcascs.

The goal was lo stabilise the
economy in order to attract foreign
capital and facilitate the retum to the
market! The effect was to redoce
living standards by 40 percent (twice
the anticipated drop) and to bring
back unemploymenl, as enlerprises
go bankrupt, eliminate layers of the
bureaucracy, or hall production due to
the drop in sales. The IMF estimates
that 5 percent of the popalation will
be unemployed by the years end.

It is no coincidence that women
are the hardest hit. Some B0 percent
of those already dismissed are
women, who are concentrated in the
‘non-essential’ office jobs which are
being eliminated in all sectors. With
less trining and few transferable
skills, these women will have great
difficulty in finding new work. Other
women have been forced to quit their
jobs, as the cost of daycare soars Lo
levels exceeding their take-home pay.
Many more mothers will lose their
jobs as a result of changes on the law
which now permit employers to firc
women during their three year paren-
tal leave. The politicians are cleary
counting on women's quiescence and
political passivity to help them camry
through the most unpopular aspects
of their economic reform.

These attacks dovetail with a cam-
paign to limit women to their role as
homemakers and mothers, spear-
headed by an alliance of conservative

. i - ,
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politicians from the NCC and the
newly activated right wing paries. In
January, the Sejm quictly eliminated
the state subsidy to the Family
Development Society (formerly the
Family Planning Society), a private
association which was the only family
planning body in the couniry. Less
than one month later, the NCC-
dominated Senatc senl to the Sejm
proposed  legislation o illegalise
abortion, slightly allered from last
year's failed bill. The leader of the so-
called Liberal Party, Jerry Korwin-
Mikke, has even gone so far as lo
suggest that the right to vole should
be taken away from women, while the
centre-right Union for Real Politics
has urged that women's access to
higher education be limited, on the
theory that women are less likely to
make use of their degrees!

Working women unite

While it is clear thal women can
only rely on themselves 1o defeat this
array of attacks, there is litile chance
of building a mass independent
women's movement in the near fu-
ture, Women's advocates must find
ways to maximise their impaci, seck-
ing to win support for pro-women
policies and to mobilise women
through existing institutions.

The most important institution in
this period is the trade union Solidar-
nosc. Only a strong workers’ or-
ganisation can lead the kind of fight
in the workplace and in the political
arena that will be necessary to defend
women's economic interests. But the
union cannot be counted on o
auntomatically play this role. Under
Lech Walesa's iron hand, the top

leadership cumenily supports the
government's pro-market policies, ac-
cepting that mass loyoffs, loss of so-
cial benefits and the growth of social
differentiation are the price that has to
be paid to put the Polish economy
back on its feet.

The intemal opposition within the
union lacks a strong base from which
to o mount a successful challenge o
this course, as the majority of Polish
workers, who are expressing growing
disaffection with the direction of
government policy, are no longer or-
ganised in the union. (Solidarnosc has
only around a tenth of the 10 million
members it had in 1980-81.)

Furthermore, there is little reason
to hope thal a more militanl union
leddership would be prepared to unite
its members against attacks which
threaten primarily women workers.
The male-dominated union has no
history of aitention to women's spe-
cial problems, and top union leaders
{incloding the new head of the
Gdansk region and the union’s female
spokesperson, Barbara Malek) are on
record as justifying the mass dismiss-
als of women first.

MNor do women have any decisive
influence in the union. Activists es-
timate thal women comprise about
20-50 percent of leadership at the
enterprise level, from 10-25 percent
at the regional level, and have only a
token representation on the National
Executive Commitiee. (No statistics
are readily available, itself an indica-
tion of the problem. )

However, women are beginning to
emerge as a force 1o be reckoned with
in the union. Due to the efforts of a
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handful of

S UPPLEMENT

women activists
and feminists,
with a little help
from the intema-
tional trade union
movement  {ap-
plied through the
Intenational
Confederation of
Free Trade
Unions (ICFTU),
with which
Solidamosc is af-
filiated), a week-
long seminar ad-
dressed
exclusively  to
women's  isspes
was held in
Gdansk the last
week of January,
(It was one of a
senes of 12 semi-
nars so-sponsored
by the union with
the ICFTLL)

A few dogen E¥en basle chores like shopping are more exhausting with

unionists, most of

whom were leaders in  their
enlerprises, as well as many feminist
academics and activists altended the
conference, which was part educa-
tional and pant working session. The
full range of material and psychologi-
cal problems facing working women
in Poland was outlined.

Top on the list was the fact that
all working women, regardless of
age, education or type of work, are
saddled with all the housework and
childcare after they have put in their
eight plus hours on the job. As a
result, women are often chronically
overtired, with little time or energy to
pursue further education or training,
which could lead to higher paying or
more rewarding work opportunities,
or to become active in the union, and
they suffer from feelings of inade-
quacy or failure. (In a survey of metal
workers, 71 percent of hushands with
working wives said they were satis-
fied with their domestic situation,
while only 8 percent were satisfied. )

On the labour market, the lop con-
cem was the 35 percent pay gap
separaling male and female workers,
which was attributed primarily to ex-
treme job segregation and devalua-
tion of women’s work, and women's
lack of advancement duc to dis-
crimination in promotion or lack of
skills improvement. Inequality in the
job market resulting from discrimina-
tion in education, hiring and promo-
tion was also identified, though this
point  proved controversial, with

L r. nt‘..'. .;
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primarily university-educated women
stressing the problem, while others
insisted thal there is equal oppor-
tunity.
Hazards

In industry, where women con-
stitute 13.2 percent of the workforce,
women are exposed o an armay of
health and safety hazards: 63 percent
waork in a standing position without
intermuption, 30 percent are required
to lift excessively heavy loads, 48
percent work with high levels of

noise, 35 percenl are exposed to ex-
cess dust levels, 30 percent to exces-
sive lemperatures, and 135 percent to
intense vibrations. One of the most
severe problems is the three shifi sys-
tem, which forces or induces women
to work al night, leaving them in a
state of utter exhaustion.

The search for realistic and ap-
propriate solutions to these problems
proved difficult. As the very first
speaker put it, the only real answer
lies in reversing the centures old
tradition, passed from grandmother to
mother to each new genemtion, that a
woman's place is in the kitchen while
a man'’s is on the shop floor.

But working women of this
generation, even those motivated to
fight for their rights, are so shaped by
those values that they either accept or
are resigned to the constraints of that
socially-defined role; Thus, in the
guest for more immediate solutions,
many women sought to carve out
special protections for women which
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Polish

would only perpetuate the sexual
division of labour and fuel the forces
of discrimination.

Many women favoured the es
tablishment of a maintenance al-
lowance that would enable mothers
to remain home to ‘educate’ their
children until the age of ten, express-
ing concemn thal daycare deprived
children of their “mothers’ touch™.
Wide support was expressed for a
ban on nightwork for women (which
exists in many European countries)
and for the right to retire with a full
pension after 30 years of work. A
prohibition on women working over-
time or working with hazardous sub-
stances and a homemaker’s al-
lowance were among the other
suggestions raised.

All of these proposals were ul-
timately dismissed on the grounds
that they were financially unfeasible,
would undermine the 6Aght for
equality, and were divisive, distin-
guishing men from women rather
than uniting all workers around the
fight to improve the working en-
vironment. But the fact that they
were raised provides an important in-
dication of the level of consciousness
of many women that will have 1o be
confronted in the effort to organise
UMiOn Women.

More appropriate policy recom-
mendations were ultimately formu-
lated. The conference insisted that
flexible working hours and part time
work should be made available to
women at their option, and that more

“all working
women,
regardless of
age, education
or type of
work, are
saddled with
all the
housework and
childcare after
they have put
in their eight
plus hours on
the job. As a
result, women
are often
chronically
overtired, with
little time or
energy o
pursue further
education or

tralnlg“
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“in these
days of
economic
crisis and
austerity,
advances
seem
unattainable .
Participants
expressed
alarm over
the potential
loss of social
benefits,
decline in
health and
safety
standards and
weakening of
the union that
may result
from foreign
capitalist
investment.”
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daycare centres of higher quality (i.e.
lower teacher-child ratioc and more
flexible opening hours) should be
opened, especially for children under
3 years old It was also stressed that
men had an equal responsibility for
home and childcare duties, and that
medical leave to care for sick children
should be extended to fathers as well.

The principle of equal pay for
work of equal value was endorsed,
and the union was urged 1o take an
active role in the :
re-evaluations
curently under-
way in many in-
dustries and to
demand  special
job skills training
for women. In the
health and safety
field, it was
agreed that preg-
nant women
should have the
right to a
protected job,
while the wnion
should prioritise
the fhght 1o
eliminate or mini-
mise hazardous
working conditions for all workers.

These policy rmecommendations
provide a framework for women's
struggle to improve their lives. But, in
these days of economic crisis and
austerity, advances seem unattainable
and the pervasive concem is to keep
from losing ground. Participants ex-
pressed alarm over the potential loss
of social benefits (such as parental
leave), decline in health and safety
standards and weakening of the union
that may result from the much sought
after foreign capitalist investment.

But the conference stopped short
of expressly priortising the fight to
defend women's jobs. On the con-
irary, many women were prepared to
accept on principle that, if workers
must be fired for the sake of improv-
ing the economy, less harm is done
by dismissing women — on the as-
sumption that women eamn less
money and thal their income is sup-
plementary.

Cold hard economics may (rans-
form this consciousness in the com-
ing months. Women al the conference
were adamant in their insistence that
women who are in fact the primary
breadwinners in their houschold, as a
growing number of single and
divorced women and even wives of
alcoholics are, should be absolutely
protected against dismissal. Inflation
and the wages freeze have already

Lithuanikan womean
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made it next to impossible lo feed a
family even on two incomes, and
women are nol likely to passively ac-
cept the loss of their income without a
fight. Thus, women are a potentially
powerful force of opposition to the
policies of wholesale privatisation
and mass layoffs within the union.
For women to succeed in im-
plementing their agenda, they must
become more active in the union and
assume leadership roles. The women

at the conference exhibited a disturh-
ing tendency to blame themselves for
the appalling lack of women in the
union's leadership. Bach of the five
working groups reported that there
were no barriers to women becoming
union leaders, explaining that any
woman with the interest and com-
petence could serve, Yet problems
unigue o women such as lack of time
and energy due to family respon-
sihilities, lack of self-confidence, lack
of experience and leadership skills
and health problems were all acknow-
ledged during the discussion. Surpris-
ingly. discrimination was never once
identified as an obstacle, although it
undeniably exists.

There was virtually unanimous
agreement that a Women’s Commis-
sion should be established to take
responsibility for information gather-
ing, education, support and advocacy
on behalfl of women.

Fortunately, National Executive
Commilice agreed and okayed a
Women™s Commission al the national
level. This represents only a partial
victory, as the commission was
sought al the regional and eventually
enterprise levels as well, but it proves
that the leadership can be pushed 1o
take women’s demands seriously.

The real work now lies ahead. If
the Commission is to avoid becoming
merely a bureaveratic body or ghetto
for women, it will have to activate

rank and file women.

Women's development within the
union will also be affected by
women's struggles on larger social
and political issues. A strong inde-
pendent  women's movement  will
generate social pressure that will in-
directly aid unionists in campaigning
for pro-women policies. Introduction
of feminist ideas into public discourse
will help develop the consciousness
of working women, as evidenced by
the positive impact
feminists had at the
conference. This is
a two way streeb
The union can be an

invaluable ally,
providing direct
support  to  the
women's move-

. ment, both material-
ly {as in Bydgoszcz,

where the new
regional head has
made printing
facilities available
to the local
women' s group)

and politically: the

mobilisation of

working WO
will be critical to the defence of
women's tights, particularly in the
upcoming abortion rights battles.

Moving on to feminism

On the national political front,
feminists have placed a high priorty
On securing a strong women's repre-
sentative to the povernment and push-
ing lo make the position a meaningful
one, The post was established by
Poland several years ago in com-
pliance with sccords signed at the In-
temational Women's Conference in
Mairobi, Kenya. Soon afler taking of-
fice, the Marowiecki government
fired the PUWP-appointed repre-
sentative, but did not replace her.

While recognising that the rep has
no real power, feminists see the post
as an imporiant vehicle for the work
of autonomous women's Organisa-
tions. They appealed directly to the
Prime Minister to make the post truly
independent, thus not accountable to
any govemment ministry. Without
even bothering to reply. Mazowiecki
delayed some five months before
finally appointing Helen Goralska,
the vice-minister of the Ministry for
Labour, to be the new representative,
on top of her other duties.

Al a ‘get acquainted® session with
women's advocates which she con-
vened shortly after her appointment,
Goralgka confessed that she had no
pasticular expertise in the area (she is
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an economist by profession) and no
particular initiatives in mind, but she
expressed a willingness (o help.
Women intend to keep her to her
word. In particular, they will insist
that she take an active role in the
legislative monitoring
proposed legislation affecting women
and, hopefully, provid-

ing drafts to women's

process,

al, family-oriented path. the new
women's groups want to tackle that
taboo head on, embracing the term
feminist and endeavouring to give it
new meaning.

In this project, the personal must
be made political by subjecting to re-
examination all aspects of women's

express dismay at the enforced ip-
nomnce and guilt which sumounds
sex, will be further alicnated as the
Madonna-whore duality is
strengthened. The sexual violence
and harrassment which women have
always been subjected to, especially
women oui alone in the eveningis

groups, who have
leamed about certain
damaging bills only
after they have already
become law. (PFA is
also hoping to win the
right to have a repre-
sentative present at all
commiltee and foor
debates on such bills.)
They also expect
her to support research
and statistical
documentation of the
status of women, which
is now sorely lacking.
Toward that end, PFA
has proposed thal a
Roundtable
be convened as a forum
for publicising such in-
formation and develop-

Women's

Yes, this isa two
career hoysehold.

ing policy recommen-
dations.

Feminists are also
concemed lo address the lack of rep-
resentation of women in govemment.
The number of women selected by
the National Civic Commiltee as can-
didates for local self-government
election in March was no better that
in the national elections last summer.
Some feminists were exploring the
feasibility of mnning candidates as
part of an altemative slate. Zuzanna
Dabrowska, a leader of PPS-ED and
member of the Polish Feminist As-
sociation, was one soch potential
candidate.

To admit to being a feminist in
Poland is tantamount admifling
having the plague. Many of the few
women prominent in public life, in-
cluding writers and academics, go to
great lengths to disassociate themsel-
ves from feminism. (Ironically, al-
though the sociologist responsible for
the one Polish feminist anthology did
not consider herselfl a feminist, and
was psing the texts to illostrate a
completely unrelated theory about
human social behaviour, her repula-
tion was ruined by the project.) Such
women, like the eye surgeon who is
the mother of a leading feminist ac-
tivist, regrel the price they paid for
their careers and urge their owm
danghters to follow a more tradition-

experience, from the sacred — mar-
riage, motherbood, family — to the
tabopo — sexuality and lesbianism,
rape and incest, violence against
women. ldeologically, the cult of
motherbood is being nurtured these
days, while the sexual objectification
of women is becoming more
pronounced.

Pomography, which is still offi-
cially illegal, amived several years
ago with the market reforms and is
now spreading like wildfire, a sym-
bol of Poland's ‘modemisation’. In
the year that Miss Poland reign as
Mizz World, calendars of nude
women in degrading poses are
produced by stale companies,
prominently madketed in state-run
department stores and bookshops,
and found hanging on most office
walls, even in tourist bureaus and
police departments. Female strippers
are  becoming commonplace in
regular discos and scantily clad
women predominate in the new TV
advertising.

The Church, which has done it=
best to suppress any discussion of
sex, even forcing a lone school book
on sexuality off shelves and out of
print, has lost its tongue when it
comes Lo the new pom. Women, in-
cluding strict Catholics, who already
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reportedly getting worse. But guilt
and shame still inhibit most women
from discussing such ‘privaic’ mat-
ters.

Despite the much hailed freedom
of the press which now existz, many
feel that a new form of self-censor-
ship, an “inner moral control’ shaped
by Catholic cthics, makes the en-
vironment even more hostile to dis-
cussion in these matters. Though it is
not yet feasible to think of producing
their own feminist publication, they
are using all other means at their dis-
posal.
In March, in the university town
of Krakow, academics and activists
from across the country were invited
to address the subject ‘Motherhood:
duty or free choice?” at a public
serninar organised by a lone graduate
student (who is active in PFA). Other
local groups hope to organise similar
seminars in the future. PFA is trying
1o build wp its collection of feminist
texts and to develop a system of cir-
culation that will provide grealer ac-
cess lo the works.

Women  occasionally make
presentations on books they have
read, in part because all are in foreign
languages. In Poznan, the Women's
Club has just negotinted the nght to
temporarily house their books in the

“Ideologically,

pron

the cult of
motherhood is
being nurtured
these days,
while the
sexual
objectification
of women is
becoming
more
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“Women who
choose to
remain single
are often
treated as
social
outcasts ...
the chronic
shortage of
housing
forces many
to remain in
their parent’s
home for
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American Consulale library, which is
open lo the public, and has also
managed to secure several radio inter-
VIEWS,

Another important goal of the
feminist movement is to creaie space
where women can feel comfortable
talking about their personal experien-
ces. Given a supportive environment,
many women are eager to discuss
aspects of their lives sbout which
they have long been silent — whether
it be disrespect and harmrassment on
the job, their fear of men, psychologi-
cal or physical abuse in their intimate
relationships, the constraints of mar-
ried life, or the alienation and frustra-
tion experenced by all women who
refuses to play by the mles. In the
process, women emerge [rom their
isolation and begin to see the com-
monality in their situations, develop-
ing the solidarity which will provide a
foundation for united political action.
They also begin to understand the ex-
tent 1o which women psychologically
adapt to and perpetuate patriarchal in-
stitutions. In their own lives, it is
often women (mothers, grandmothers
and female teachers) who have been
most directly responsible for restric-
tions on their freedom — limiting them
to “gid’s" activities, forcing them 1o
assume domestic duties (from which
brothers were exempt), underrating
their intelligence or dismissing their
ambitions, pushing them to get mar-
ried and preaching to them about con-
duct appropriate for a wife. From

such exchange women also derive
support which iz hard to find in
everyday life.

Other women have even more am-
bitious ideas about
women's  culture,
choose to remain single have an espe-
cially tough row to hoe. Not only are
they often treated as social oulcasts,
suddenly finding themselves ex
cluded from social gatherings of their
marmed friends, but the chronic
shortage of housing and priority sys-
tem which favours mamed couples
with children forces many to remain
uncomfortably in their parent’s home
for years. For leshians, the stigmatisa-
tion is even more severe.

Ope women's community in
Kmkow provides an altemative for
such women. More than 75 years ago,
a group of single career women es-
tablished a women's residence which
provides living space in a communal
environment for several dozen
women. While in recent years it has
increasingly been occupied by
divorced women merely seeking an
affordable place to live, a feminist ac-
tivist, who will soon be moving in,
hopes to revive its characler as a sup-
portive space for women who con-
sciously embrace single life, and even
possibly to develop it into a centre for
women in the community.

Feminists are not lacking in crea-
tive ideas for the future. Some are al-
ready talking about the need to or-
ganise self-defence classes for

developing

Women who

women. The graduate student from
Ermkow dreams of sesing a regular
established at the
university at which participants could
eam credit, as a first step to the
development of women's studies in

seminar  seres

Poland. (A seminar on feminism of-
fered over the past decade at the
University of Warsaw by Renata
Siemienska, a sociologist who has
gerved at UNESCO as an expert on
women in Poland, has helped to edu
cate and inspire many of those who
are now becoming active in the
women ' s movement.) A lawyer from
Warsaw wanis 10 concenirate on
developing anti-racisl discrimination
laws and enforcement procedures,
while a teacher has a particular inter-
est in improving health care for
women. Some hope eventually fo
begin a feminist publication, while
several are interested in translating
into Polish and publishing women's
literature and feminist theory.
Success will depend in part on the
ability of the young groups (o
strengthen themselves organisational-
ly. At present, little more than a
handful of activists is assuming
responsibility for an overwhelming
amount of work, and many are al-
ready spread thin by other political
activities in PPS-RD, Freedom and
Peace or Solidamosc. (All but a few
of the feminists who came together in
Warsaw in 1980 are now living
abroad.) Local groups have largely
been functioning independenty,
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