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EDITORIAL

Her defeat: but also our
victory!

SCHOOLKIDS CHEERED; nurses whooped with joy; spontansous
parties took place. Margaret Thalcher had resigned after eleven years
as Prime Minister: a greal weight had bean lifted from the shoulders of
the downtrodden. As with Ihe assassination of President Kennedy, a
new generation will recall just where they were and what they wers
doing when they first heard the news.

Of course in some ways the celebralions were premature: John
Major is a Thatcher disciple who will continue her policies. But never-
Iheless, there is no doubl thal there will be a substantial change in
British palilics. Eleven years of her dominearing, inflexible, seemingly
unstoppable rule reflected her distine- - :
tive personality and style of leader- W o
ship: none of the three would-be suc-
cessors could promise to continue i
{he samea way.

Indead her defeal came because
many Tory MPs no longer wanted to
go on in the same way. She was top-
pled by a combination of circumstan-
ces and a coalition of forces created
by her own past actions and
decisions.

@ She was not simply gored to
death by Geoffrey "Dead Sheep”
Howe, or lrampled by a herd ol Ecus
— though the fatal nff with her former
deputy aroge from the profound Tory |
splits over Europe, which divide the
parly into at |east three factions. Her strident opposition to European
monetary and political union — followed up by her threat to go to the
couniry over the heads of Parliament in a referendum on the Issue it
she remained as leader — played a central role in the final denoue-
ment.

® Nor was she ousted by the voters of Eastbourne in their
dramatic by-election rebuft — though the Tores” miserable showing in
the polls and by-ebections had many backbenchers fearful for their
seals.

@ The state of the economy is bad and geting worse: but that
alane was na reason for Tory MRS who had weathered previous ups,
downs and recession to ditch their hice-victorious leader; they knew
that Thatcher's weakness on this was more [han maiched by the lack
of any serious Labour altemative — and in any event they were offered
na change from Jehn Major's basic strategy.

@ Nor was Thatcher simply the subject of an ambush by a con
spiracy of cabine! ministers (though this clearly tock shape after the
first ballot). Had she won comfortably on the first round, we would
never have seen the explosion of belated dissent. Hurd and Major,
contenders for the succession, ware her nominators in the first ballot!

No: the explanation for Thatcher's abrupl departure involves
all of these faclors, but is much simpler and more satisfying.
People are right 1o celebrate her downfall as our victory: il was
caused — al the crunch — by the Poll Tax, and the scale of popular
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revolt, non-payment and political hostility it has aroused.

In a Party increasingly uneasy over the state of the economy and
fts poll ratings, Thatchers obstructionist fine on Europe fanned the
smouldering crisis into flame — wilh the abrupt resignation and
dramatic danunciation of the Prime Minister by Geoffrey Howe. This in
tum provoked the long-posiponed decision of Heseline o stand
against her,

Haseling was always likely to pick up over 100 voles: evan the
barmy ‘stalking horse’ Sir Anthony Meyer persuaded 60 Tories lo back
him or abstain last year. But Thatchers outright viclory in the first

s round would still have been as-
sured had Heseftine not played the
trump card of his opposition to the
Foll Tax and a woolly pledge lo
“review" i. For MPs floundering in
marginal seals, angry al the dead
weight electoral liability the Tax
reprasents, this promise offered a
possible life-raft; it was enough to
awing some waverers behind
Heseltine — sufficient to deny
Thatcher a first-round victory.

Only at this point did her pre-
viously servile ministers sharpen
their knives for the final coup de
grace, driving her out in a bid o
slop Heseltine and preserve what
they see as the eszentals of
Thatcherism. During the evening of Wednesday November 21 they
persuaded her to stand down.

All of a sudden, the two new candidales for the second baliol
declared themselves crilics of the same Poll Tax which they in cabinet
had pushed onto the statute book: but predictably none of the can
didates would say how, i at all, they would alter the Tax, or when,

Now the fittle-known John Major, grudgingly supported by the rabid
right wing ‘No Tuming Back' group, is to lake the helm, and — with ar
without Thalcher (in her words) ‘driving from the back seat’ — is uniikely
to veer dramatically from the political course charted by Thatcher her-
self.

It is doubtiul how long the electorate will grant Major as a
‘honeymoon period’, or how fundamental is the apparent shift in sup-
port from Labour to the Tories triggered by Thatcher's departure and
the three weeks of exclusive press attention on the Tory Party and its
leadership personalities.

What is clear is thal millions of workers in the public sector
and in private Industry will feel they stand a betier chance of
fighting and winning against the government and employers now
she has gone. Millions of Poll Tax protestors and non-payers will
be reinforced in thelr opposition to the Tax, nol least now that
Michael Heseltine has been appointed Environment Secretary,
charged with finding a decent escape for the government . They
have a right to celebrate their role in her downfall,
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No human face
for Thatcherism

THERE MAY have been punch-ups in the
Commons tea-rooms between the Thatcherites
and the Heselteenies after her resignation was
announced: but their political disagreements
are not by any means fundamental, argues
JOHN LISTER. A cabinet led by John Major will
easily accomodate Michael Heseltine while
leaving most of Thatcher's policies intact

THATCHER'S GOVERN-
MENT represented the mosl sis-
tained and brutal attack on the
working class in Britain since the
1920s. For over eleven years if
took sides rothlessly and consis-
tenily with the nich, the young,
the ft, the employers and the
racists apainst the poor, the clder-
ly, the sick the unions and the
black commumities.

It handed hillions in huge tux
concessions to Lhe wealthy — bil-

lions it hed solen through
glazshed benefils and  services
from  pensioners,  the  un

employed, claimants, and the
homeless.

It shackled the made unions
with every conceivable legal
restriction and [inancial penalty
and wrmed scabs with police and
High Court profection, while
employers were encouraged to
smash the strength of the shop
stowanls’ movement.

Az it mercilesaly robbed local
government of its powers and
sulonicmy, culminating in the im-
position of the Poll Tax, the
Thatcher handed
vast new powers to the police,
and shamelessly protecied cor-
upt  cops incompetent
judges. Mone of this was serions-
Iy challenged in the leadership
contest: and Tittle of substance ja
likely toichange.

There was hitle o separale
the views cxpressed by the three
contenders who challenged for
Mmgaret Thatcher's vacated
throme

Only on the yuestions of
European policy and (possihly)
the Poll Tax was there any clews
zipm of sernous  dissgreements,
which could yef desibilise the
new Major govermcnl.

Erm'l:rnment

and
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The Gulf

Though muny hiave now
realized thal o war with Irag
would bhe re-mun “of
Thatcher’s short, masty (and ex-
remely lucky) victory over Ar-
gentina in the Malvinas, only Ted
Heath in the Tory Party has
openly broken ranks to question
the drive towards military con-
frontation.

Hezeltine '3 bellicose endorse-
ment of the Thaicher line on the
Gulf has becn an echo of his
period as Defepce  Secretary,
when he attacked the Greenham
Women and CND, and posed in
combar fatgues and clapped-out
army tanks (now breaking down
in the Saudi desert),

The new govemumen! might
merginally adjust its line, to draw
a little closer to the more capgey
approach of the European bour-
geoisie, and pull a little further
hack from the US fmont fine, But
there is no prospect of 0
withdrawing the 30000 Brtish
troops of failing to use them in
the event of a shooting war.

The economy

Major’s own euonomic policy
will also  remain  unchanged
under Noman Lamont as Chan-
cellor — and indeed iz now large-
ly dictated by membership of the
Furopean Rite
Mechaniym, which requires high
interest miles o keep the British
Currenoy the  foced
puidelines. Hopes of an intetest
rate cul appear o have been
dashed by the Gesman Bundes
bank pushing in the other direc
o,

Mor is there much prospect of
govemment intervention to al
leviale the looming recession —
which 15 already slashing johs by

nn - eHsy

Exchange

within

Thalcher atlsmpts fo put on human falls

the thousand, forcing =mployers
once more onlo the offensive
after a period of seeking to buy
off militancy through higher than
expected pay offers; and drawing
frenm the “new realist’ Engineer-
ing Lnion leaders 3 defeatist
abandonment  of their  hall-
hearted campaign for & 35-hour
week,
Social policy

On the welfare state and so-
cial izsues, there i3 mom for
some slight adjustments, but litte
sign of any embamassing about-
lace reversals of policy.

The recession, and a pew
lurch upwanls in numbers of un-
employed, will intensily pressure
on the cash-limited Social Fund
and the whole Social Security
sysiem, reducing  the
govemment’s ncome {rom taxa-
tion, It is by no means clear how
Major plans to cope with this
ptoblem: bencfits have already
been  brutally back and
restrictions fightened to mindmise
the numhers eligible. The colos-
sal increase in numbers of people
living in poverly seems certain Lo
increase opnder the post- Thatcher
regime.

while

cul

before  her
resignation, Thalcher’s newly ap-
pointed  Fducation  Secretary
Kenneth Clarke had  dismayed
the Mo Tuming Back group, and

Sigmificantly,

shown o rare Mish of defiance
when he contemptucusly biushed
agide the nght wing's chenshed
plan for education vouchers only
a -short while after the lady her

| Trosts

self had supported the idea,

Heseltine — as an sdvocate of
propedly raining the workforce
for the needs of capitalism —
made much of echoing Labour's
“big idea” of education and train-
g, and Major, ton, in 2 sop 1o
the powerful education Iobhy,
pledged to review teachers” pay:
but short of & substantial increase
u public spending (which would
require an unlikely economic U-
tum by John Major himself) this
will rernain hot air (as indeed it 1=
in Laboter’s programme! ),

On  the NHS, newly-ap-
pointed Health Secretary William
Waldegrave has found himsell
aaddled with a  monumental
crisiz, with around 50} hospital
beds closed (or cash
across the country dumng 199%),
and more to go pext year, while
wailing lists soar upwards,

He has little scope 1o resolve
this problem, unless Major is
prepared Lo sanction a big in-
crease inspending this year and
next — having only just fought
againgt such concessions in this
autumn’s spending round

Waldegrave ulso has to decide
how many of the 66 applicant
hospitalz and units he allows (o
“opt oot" as Sell Govemning
with the real dangesr that
most of them will be in dire
financial strails or even hankrapt
within 12 months. With the pres-
sure telaned by Thatcher's depar-
ture, there 15 an oatside chance
that  these hogely  unpopular
refomis may be slowed down, of
al least the opt-out list pruned

TERERLTE
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Foll Tax non-payment - key lo Thatcher's defeal

back o & select handful of those
least Lkely to gn bust in the shor
lerm

Housing iz onc of the issues
on which Heseltine has been most
consisenl in demonstrating  his
Thatcherite appetite for privatiza
i He musterminded te mass
sales of council honses, and has
since: adyocated varions dramatic
proposils 1o dispae of  the
femaining atock of puhhc sector
housing — sach os simply grvng
cotncil hooses W their prisent
tenants.

The appontment of Heseltine
as Envimnment Secretury offers
litile change for the  lomeless
government which will be work-
ing o fght limits un public
spending, which
Thatclier's hostility 1o any wel-
Tare state: provision and any mnde-
pendenee of Tocal povernment.

Racist laws

The Thatcher govemnment et
oul in the lite 1970s 1o steal the
manile of Brtun's racist party
from the mg-teg fascist groupings
of the day

Since then the door has been
stzmmyed. shut on black mmipra-

and shiares

tiom, callously dividing families,
subjecling  thousands of black
vigitors to humiliating checks and
proloinged  detention,  deporting
thowzands of black “illegal 1m
migrants”, and mming back
thousands more refugees,

These  policies  have  heen
upheld by the ‘liberal’ Hurd as
Home: Secretary, and by cahineis
meluding the ‘man of the peaple’
Major and by the ‘Bumpean’
Heseltine; they will be further
tightened  under  pew Home

et LBE

Secretary Kenneth Baker in hine
with European restnotions on im-
niigration i the mo-up to 1992,

The unions

Though Hescltine was widely
derided by the Thatchentes as &
‘comporatist” advocate of govern-
ment intervention, and a hlast
from the had old Heathite past of
concessions o the umons, he, ok
minch as Muojor and Hourd, was an
pctive paety 1o the onslanght on
the muners-and pontwodiers and
the tmpozition of Thatcher’s hal-
tery of anti-union jawa.

The TUC
hurcancracy  might conceivahly
believe they stand a better chance
of establishing a collaboration
with a Major government (they
recently offered Thatcher talks on
a new “social contract’, only Livbe
rudely  mbuffed); but the hest
chance of forcing any conces-
sions from the pew govenument
will be from a positon of
stvergrh, based on industriad ac-
LT

Only under such pressurs can

crawlers: of the

workers: draw ool what thifersn-
ves of approach do exisl in the
new Tory leadership.

Poll Tax

Michacl Heseltine 13 up
aguingt limited aptions in hiz new
hoaby- paze job a3 Envinmment
Secretary. IT he succeeds in find-
ing & new fomuls for Poll Tax,
Johin Major wall take the credir: if
he Tails, he wall be on lis own,

With public spending nailed
firmmly down as Major has tried to
squeeze out inflation, there is li-
tle hope of vsing large subsulies
to oot the level of Poll Tax bills:
indeed the inherently regressive
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John Harris NUJ

character of the Tax
means that even il he
did try this, miny sen-
d zilive arcas wonld stll
I wind op paving much
4 more than olhers.

Hescltine's  viague
propuosals for
‘banding” the Tax in
relation (o income and
‘ability to. pay’ have
all the administrative
headaches of a local
meome ax with noae
ol the advnmﬁgcg {tm
aging trying to get Poll
Tax non-payers  to
declare detmls of their
inoome!).

The

3

option  of

surapping the Poll Tax altogether,
and reluming to some form of
system,  could  prove
homilsating i the extreme, or
even Ingger o new Thalchente
backlazh inside the Tory Party.

Annther problem is that none
of the oprions, other than pump-
ing in pew money from central
government, comld be  imple-
mented quickly enough o affect
Poll Tax bills for 1991, leaving
the issue a senous embamassment
up to the next election.

The beat scenano [or Major
seems to be to exploit his few
‘honeymoon’ — period,
uging Heseltine as a decoy to
trick wvoters into  believing =&
whalesale Poll Tax review iz hap-
pening, and o go for an eary
clechon, possibly exploiting the
first jingoistic echoes of o war in
the Gulf, before public revalsion
grows as the body-count rises.

Europe

An early election would also

ratcs

memnths

maximise Mapor's freedom of ac
tion in relation 1o European
monetary wmion. He knows that
the miftx in the Party on Buope
could yet create new crises: hie
al=0 knows that the *pro-Eurnpe’
wing are:skaling on thin ice — be-
vawse had Thatcher been able 1o
carry out her threal to take ber
policy ol rmjecting a  single
Furopean currency fo a referen-
dum, she could have counted on a
substantial majonty, linking old-
fashioned Sun-reading
chauvimizts with those who reject
the wasie and bureancracy of the
EEC.

An  early clection wictory
would  give  Major  greater
authorily o impose s policy of
cantions PIOIEss
towards monetary wmion.

Labour

flat-footed

It's o swrpmise Meil
Kinnock and his cronics
wore delighled that the
Thatcherite Major won
rather than  Michael
Heseltine, whiose policies
on education  and  the
econumy are an close fo
the latest
nofsense srved up from
Walworth Eoad.

Yeit Laboor has lirde
to celcbrate. The Tories
have ditched Thatcher as

"new  Tealist”

Graeme Coockson: an electoral liability and

created the {tempomry) impres
siom of a new govemnment, Majos
will be a much harder target for a
labour feadership that has almos
no aftractive policies of its own to
wffer, and has reliéd instesd non
becoming the biggest “moderate’
opposition  to Thatcher’s  ex-
tremism,

Lir this situation, #ven sections
of Labour's right wing are now
waking wp to the fact that Kin-
nock 8 leader is a lisbility, Ac-
tivists who had gone slong with
the Policy Review will become
mere aware that in ditching con-
troversial policies, the Kinnock-
itea have thrown out the hahy
with the bathwater, leaving little
to aftract the extra voles they
meed,

The hard left will find new
oppormunities to follow thmmgh
the struggle against new malism,
and the fight for a soctalise alter-
native to Thalchernsm and its
latest variant — the Majoreties
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UPDATE

Postal workers win on sexual
harassment

A recent issue of the Umon of
Commurication workers
{UCW) Official Bulletin to
branches gave brel details of
cight instances of unofficial

industrial action taken by
branches wp and down the
countLry

This confimms that the union's
membership is still willing and
able to resist attacks from Post
(OiTice management, éven if their
nabional Teadership will readily
capitulale at cvery tum.

By far the most important of
thiese disputes was the week-long
strike in Oxford, because 1 was
concemed with an issue normally
shumelully ignored by the bast
majority of the Brtsh lahour
movement — violence agminst
W L.

The very fact that the sclion
tock place at all can be seen as
something of a wictory.

On the evening of Monday
Ofctober 26w woman  cleaner
working aline with & male super-
vizor was nssanlted by him.

A Tormal complamt was made,
and the local branch of the union
became involved, demanding that
the supervisor be  suspended
pending an investigation of the
evenis, Management refused Lo
do this but instead moved the
woman on to a duly away from
the supervizor in guestion. The

supervisor was then interviewed
and admitted that the assault had
tikey place; however, nn setion
wis taken against him.

By Thursday evening manage-
ment had still rehised o take
precautionary action: by this time,
the sopervisor hiad been put back
on o & duty which placed him in
chirge of the woman he hud as
saulted ouly 3 days earlier

The evening shift al the sort-
ing office has a large number of
wimmen winkers who became in-
creastngly  ongry  that manage-
ment conld allow such a zitnation
to occur, At Bpm B mesling wag
held in the sorting nfTice yard and
a ananimons decision was taken
b take strike action,

The following  morming
wiorkers at throe satellite delivery
officcz were asked to go into the
sorting office 1o work, thiy would
have meant crosmng picket lines,
which they mlused 1o do, As a
Cisequence thiey
suspended, bringing the number
involved i the acton o over

wars

TO0.
Postal (MTicers and Postal As-
sistants  (POPAx) ot the al

manistrative offices four miles —
Al least hall of them somen —
voted by 3 to | to support their
postal colleagues and come ot
on strike,

This act of solidarity probably
had the preatest wnpact on the

strikeers who previcosly regarded
POYPAS a3 aloof quasi-manage-
menl graides.

The prmgressive nature of the
diwpuie was not lust on the puhlic,
who freely indicated their suppornt
to the picket line. Cne postman
refuming home on the bus [rom
picket duty zaid he felt like Santa
Claus — so. visible and obvious
was the suppornt from other, main
ly women, passengers.

By the Wednesday of the fol-
lowing  wesk thut  stnke  had
spread (o other offices in the Ox-
fod distnict and beyond, most
notably 1o Swindon soring effice
in the neighbourng district. By
the time the dispute had been
resofved workers al many owore
offices were poised to fake sup-
pootive wetlon.

Threwghout the strike,
management,  surprised by the
level of sipport, sought to helittle
the wnman's claims. Them wis
the disgusting metance of them
bmaglnary
bagonetric. seale of the  serions-
pess of aseanlt. Az far as they
were concened what the cleaner
hud expenenced only mented be-
tween one and bwo on Lheir scale

producing il

of 7me o ten!!

A=z far as the =strikers werns
concemed the acmal nature of the
ngganll itzelf had linle influence
on how they felt about the dis
pute. What was impodant was

that the woman had been suffi-
cienily frightensd by what liad
happened and sufficiently =carcd
thal it might kappen again that the
situation  demanded a  serious
regponse from management. In-
stead management hit hack, seck-
ing injunctons under the wnii-
union  laws and aftempting 1o
witch-hunl the strike @8 a repms-
gion o PG0s-stvle  Cwildeat
ainkes'! They did not suvcesd in
denting strikers’ solidanty.

By Wednesday Oclober 11,
management were able 1o com-
plete their investigation inte the
The supervisor was
fowmd guilly and demoted to tie
rank of postman, given a 5 vear

incidenl

serous ollence aiainst his mecorl
and compulsonly  (ransfemead
awny from o all oflices thal had
taken action, ln additien an agnee-
ment hod been mached 1o set upa
procedurs for dealing with future
wstanees of stxual hamssment

The was no doubt in the minds
of the strikers thal a victory had
heen achieveld

Sexmal harsssment 15 oodaily
occurmence and this dispute wall
cepmnly not put an end 1o 1 N
the Oxford nffices. But hopefully,
fhe dispute  will  cocoumge
womneil workers to feel niofe con-
fident dbout faking detion aboul
any instances thal ke place in
fhe future.

Andy Mar

TUC bureaucrats in bid to gag Trades Councils

The TUC Geperal Council's
cost-culting package, to deal
with 115 foancial crisis, n-
cluded far-reaching measures
in relaton w Trades Council
Orpanisaton.

The anngal confersnce, 1he
Coonty  Associations  and  the
TCICC (the liwson  commulice
with the General Council) will all
be wound up - o save the vt
sy of £37.060) a year,

The real motivation 15 ant, ol
course, financial, bul political, as
clearly shown by the clrcular s
sued by TUC Geperal Seoretary,
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Morman Willia. The mun wim s
1o silence Trades Councils as a
gource of possible opposition 1o
the  Geperal Couneil, and oo
doubt to a fumre Labour govem-
ment.

Willis wnd co huve seen the
drift to the left of many Trades
Crmunicils over the last [ew years,
#s shown to a cortain degree in
their annuil condference, The Tast
ane, for instince, passed resolu-
tions calling on the TULC 1o cam-
paign againg the Poll Tax, and
calling for the repeal af the Tory
anti-union laws. Even this entire-
ly powerless annual conference is

too much for the General Conn-
cil, whe want 1o silence cvery
potential coticizn

The good news is that there
will be on annual conlerence of
Trades Councils in each megion
which will elect: delegates 1o the
Regional Coundil. The had news?
They will be stitched up in ad-
vant#, There will be no resolu-
Lo allowed!
papers” will be presented 1o them
hy  the
secretnnal. Such
idea of democracy,

Each Trades Conncil will now
be able 1o sulnnil just one resolo

"I Descu=sion

Regional  Counel
15 the TUC's

tion 1o edch meetmg ol the TUC
Regional Counci] "in time [or the
Exccutive Commiitee 10 decule
whether
propriate for the Regional Coun-
cil mesting to debate (using the
eriteria that resolulions would not

the mabons amre ap-

be contrary b Congress policy .
aned should concem themsaelves
nnly with the issue of dircct con-
tem to the locality or the
Keginn'.

In  other words they are
hunned from. submitting motions
concemed with national or e
natinnal izsves, and — of course

— anything remately critical of
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UPDATE

New socialist paper launched!

sOC1e

socialist 15 the new paper
launched by the Socialist

Movement.

A 24-pape pilot assue was
launched at the successhul mecent
Socialist Movemenl conference
in Manchester, and is now being
widely distributed throughout the
broad labour movement.

Preparations  for the  paper
have been going on for more
thun a year. The Socialist Move-
ment rightly believes that il
needs itg own voice 1o develop
it campadgns and sink  roots lo-
cally and in the lebour move-
menl

Ther is also nndoobiedly o
major political space on the Lell
for a non-seclaran radical paper,
especially as other Left joumals
either disappear (New Socialis,
7 Payy, plunge into  deeper
financial difficulties  {(New
Statesman, Marxizmi Today and
Tribune}, or prove incapable of
appealing beyond a very narrow
podience (Campaign News,
Briefiag, Caralyst).

socialist rims to bieak new
ground on the Leil — to provide
o solid diet of news and informa-
tion on politics, the labour move-
ment and sooal life which lefr
activigte Mind invaluable,
While promoting the Socialist
Muovement's mdical politics, it
gims 1o avoid the predictable

will

sloganising of many [ar lefi

papers-
8o, what is it like 7 Duoes il

live wp Lo Uie hype ?

The lirt impression, almnst
everybody reports, ls good. T
locks and feels completely dif-
ferent 1o other left papers It
looks like & ‘real newspaper’,
Likce the Dhaily Mail or the Sunday
Correspondent (with  different
politics, of coursel). 1L is well
designed and relatively easy o
read though there are oo
many words and not enough pic-
tures and graphics on a pumber
of papges.

The paper has n strong inter- |

tationalist feel to it with the spe-
cial 4-poge supplement  The
world furns . being particularly
interesting  (though  again  too
many words detract from the
overall impact}

There is & clear commaitment
to informing -and  helping  ac-
tivists organise with a pumber of
lact hoxes and mformation on
how 0 gel involved bn cam-
paigning throughout the paper,
Yet the paper sull feels ‘open’,
not preaching to the wholly con
vired,

Endorsements Tor the paper
are impressive, maging from the
expected Tony Benn and Enc
Hefier, 1o John Pilger, Penny
Kemp fmom the Greens, Gita
Sahgal of Women Against Fan
damentalism and Janed Davies
from Plaid Cymrmu's nabions
Left,

At the Manchester conference
were  very posbve.
Morne than 2500 copics were

reaclions

Geoll Hyn

Bann speaks at SM Conference where soclallst was lsunched

taken away for =ale in oilies
around  the country, and 5
people there tonk out hankers or-
ders and became supporting sub-
seribers to the paper.

Mow the seriops fundrasing
and promotional work begms [or
the project. Some £25.00K) needs
to be mised, and 500 supporting
subscribers sipned up, The pilot
isspe and  promotionad leatlets
are being widely distibuted and
sponsiors sought. The @oal is for

a formughtly  peodoction  from
mid-March, The project deserves
widespread support |

If you want a copy of the
paper, or information on how to
become A supporting subscriber,
or to make p dogation to the
prmect, wnie to:

soclalist, FREEPOST, FO
Hox 118, C(hesterfleld, Der-
byshine, 544 SBR.

Davy Jones

the T,

‘The content of these mensures
is o deny Trades Cooncils any
gffective patiomal voice which
might serve as a [ocus for opposi-
tion o TUC or Laboor Pany
policy. They constitute a kind of
pre-emptive strike to prevent the
strengthening  of the Trades
Council movement on a8 nabonal
level

What then can be donc to
fight these measures? In the firs
place. an wnofficial conference
has been organised In Manchester

on  December Bth by  forces

around the Commumist Pary of
Brntain and the Morning Star,

This is the [irst initiative or-
ganized, and likely 1o be attended
by most of the Trudes Councils
apposed i the Generid Council
decizions. Clearly this must lead
towards a campaign in all unions
to win them fo a posiion of
reverming TUC decisions, and to
ensure thal appropriste resolu-
tinnz are on nexl year's Congress
agenda

In addition, whal i= required is
a political campaign at every
level, denouncmy these measures
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for what they are — an attempt fo
shackle the Trades Councils even
further, redocing them o post-
boxes for TUC circielinrs

In thiz new battle in the war
against New Realism, what is &t
stoke is the futmnge of the Teades

Council movement, which can
only Mourish if they are combat-
ive organisations which serve as
vehicles for the working clasa
struggles in cach locality

Sam Stacey

Page 5




T A L e e ]
Will Labour’s left meet the

challenge?

Asan early General

Election seems increas-
ingly likely, the need for
an organised socialist
voice in the Labour Party
providing a fighting alter-
nalive to Kinnock has
never heen greater.
TERRY CONWAY asses-
ses the Labour Party
Secialists" Annual
(General Meeting and the
tasks facing the new Na-
tional Committee.
150 people braved it 1o Shef-
field for a daunting-looking
agenda, numning from 9.3 0am
to 5.30pm — a clear sign that
despite the hormors of Labour
Party conference and rhe hold
of new realism in the labour
movement, there is a small bot
important layer of activists in
the panty determined (0 con-
struct an altermatve.

The day was contradictory.
On some crucial issues there was
agreement — the need to priontise
campaigmng agdinst War in the
Gulf, the poll ax. the anti-trade
wikens laws and the witch-hunt of
sncialists within the party. On all

| of these fiphting speeches were

made, and most  importantly,
practical proposals for action en-
dorsed.

Whatever the cffedt of
Thatcher's replacement by Major,
it is only after a peneral election
itselfl that thers will be a massive
shakeup nside the party. IF
Labouwr wans, then especlations
will he raised, not on the hasis of

collaborationist
hecause  working

Kinnock's
but
class people. expect more from
Labour.

If the Tories win a fourth
tetm, then there will be a fight in
side the Labour Party — which
will probably result in the re-
placement of Kinnock as leader
and apain the space for the lefl
will be opened np. On these gues-
tions there was consensus af the
AGM.

Mor did anyone think that it
was possible to launch the sort of
campaign  amund  the General
Election mun by “Socialist Cam-
paign for a Labour Viclory® in
1979 — the relationship of forces
just doesn’t exist today.

But
ahoot exactly what we coold and
should attempt — with the resolu-

policies

there were  differences

| tion drafted by Socislisr (-
| gamiser supporters argoing (hat

| cossion

LPS should merely act us a clear |

ing house for lefi policies coming
from CLPs, whereas the resolu
tion drafted hy Sectalist Ourloak
supporters  argued  (hat  LPS
needed to link up with campaigns
inside and putside the party onis-
stiew such a8 Lesbian and Gey
Rights and the Poll Tax.

Both pesolotions were passed
— 50 now it will be up to the steer-
ing committee to ensure that LPS
makes the maomum capilal oul
of the cumrent Tory crisis and the

| forbcoming General Election and

uses this to buoild LPS on the
ground.

The digcezsion on the General
Election nlso saw s dehate about
the relationship hetween LPS and
the Socalist Movement and ils
poper.  Agam  two  msolutiens
were clewdy passed, bul the dis
was  sharp.  While
Soctalin Owtlook supponers and
many independents wege positive
about the prospects for socialist,
Brigfing and Socialist Organiser
sUpporters were pessimistic and
1 some instances hnstile.

These latter groops seemed 1o
have no perspective of fighling
within the Sociafia Movemeni as
a whole for the 1deas of LPS, und
alsn soured the debate by spread-
ing mis-information abow what

the Socualist Moverment had ac-
tually decided.

The difficoltics of the day
were further compounded by the
clections bn the National Commit-
tec which saw the defeat of thres
independents who have played a
vital role in building LPS. This
happened becanse supporters of
Socialist Crganiser, the lasges
political block present, put ther
nwn inlerests befors those ol LPS
as @ whole, They then wwied Lo
retrieve the situation by one of
their supporters rosigning  in
favour of another individual cven
though she was not next in line
Amid much confuston and dis-
may, the AGM agreed to this.

Since the AGM at=self there
has besn much discussion a5 In
what went wrong, 1L seems-thal
the first meeting of the Steering
Committes will agres o co-opl
those who were defeated [or the
Mational places — an unusual but
in pur view necessary step.

But in order for LPS w play
the role that s needed in (he
mionths o come, il 15 necessary
that all politica] [omes involved
behave in o responsihle, not a
sectaran manner and that LPS
weakens,  Its
relationship with the 5::;‘:}:!.-}?;
Mrvemant .

strenglhens, not

In the past year, almost 2,300
hospital beds have been
closed or failed to reopen for
cash rmeasops in London
alone, according to the lawest
available Ggures. This sug-
gests thal recent surveys by
the  Independenr  (which
showed around 4000 beds
closed nationally) have un-
dersiated  the scale of the
crisis affecting the NHS.

The closures are mainly hit-
ting acule services, bul have also
taken a heavy toll of beds for the
clderly and mentally ill.

These cutbacks have been

By Terry Smith

worsened by the instuction Lo
monl districts to- emdicate long-
atsnding deficits and create a
“level playing Geld™ in the nm-
up to the intmoduction of the new
NHS At and fts ‘internal
markei’ next April

Ministers have responded to
this picture of devastation by ar
guing that — even after some
10,008}, mostly scute, beds have
closed in London sines 1954 —
the capital has "100 many beds™.
Yet the latest closures are hitting
hospitals in the home counties as
well as threatening the training
of stodent doctors ol leading
London teaching hospitals, while
waiting lists (1] up with patients

oo il for day surgery bul with
little hope of a hospital bed.

NHS managers are keeping
fingers crossed, praying thers is
no repeat of last year's flo
epidemic: they know that they
and the government have only
cxcaped major embarassment 5o
far by sheer luck — and two mild
winters, Several leading London
hospitals, and Watfurd's main
hospital, are already sdmilting
emerngencies only.

Thinigs will get even worse
after next April when the new
NHS Act takes effect, with un
known consequences. The Act
will certainly leave most London
districts worse off: Deparftment

NHS faces new winter crisis

of Health officials have secretly
wamed that the implicanons for
Londin and the South East conld
be anather 2400 beds to close
and a teaching hospital to go
banlorupt!

Mo wonder there has been
such & stomy silence from new
Health Secretary Willium Wal-
degrave since he took aver from
Kenneth Clarke. He has already
Iwice  postponed un-
nouncement of which hospitals
will get the go-ahead to “opt-out’
as Self Govemning Trusts next
April, smid speculation that per
haps only a fow of the 66 ap-
plicants will obtain approval,
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Guif: a bloody ante-chamber
to a new world order?

The announcement by President
Bush that the US was sending a
further 200,000 troops to the Gulf
must signal to os all that war is
now almost inevitable. Yet this has
been matched by 250,000 more
Iragi troops to be sent into
Kuwaif: there will be no quick or
easy war for either side, reports
GILL LEE.

The Mididle Enst is of buge stralegic im-
portance to the 115, not least beenuse 1

prodduces the majority of the world’s oil, |

But war in the Gulf will not simply be
about ofl. It will be a decisive statement
by the UUS on the pew world order 1
wanls to see emerging afler the Cold
War

That new waorld order is still 1aking shape.
lis form depends on the resolution and inter
relation of reo erree il crisis of Stalinlzm
and the orisis of the lmiperialist omber.

The criziz of the Stilinist countries means
that oaly one superpower remuns with both
the military might and thie political will o m
pose its policies intemationally, And the 178
has ot been slow to take advaniuge of this
simation and assert that will and that might

The stukes for mpenalism and for the in-
termutinnal working clasd are at least as high
in the Gulf as they were in the Vietium War

Global Policeman

The Gull crists is about the USA reasser-
g ity ole ww global poticeman for the im-
penalist countnes, epsunng  that po ex-
colonial country feels Tree 1o (ex fis i les
in the way Saddam haz donic over Kuwait

For & whole period after its defeal in Vie
nam the LTS was unable to intervens when it
wanted as it wanted  against Cuban troops
i Angoln in 1976 — pgainst the overhmve of
the Shali of Iran in 1978 or aganst the
Micaraguan revalofion w 19749,

Stnce |982 the UIS has been werking hard
oy reaseert jts authonty, and hus managed 1o
get away with the wmvesion of Grenada In
FOR2 and of Panana tn 1984

Rirt woar i the Giull is not just shoot over-
coming the Vietnam syndrome st home and
feasserting af g political level the nght of the
LIS 00 intervene as |1 <ees fit in the onlonial
and germi-coloninl world,

The ability of the US taintervene Into the
semi-colopial world 18 essential for its con
tinued ecomomic development. When people
talk of the poverty of the states emerging from

| Baker and Shevadnadze vote as one

Stallnism they are oomect: The ecomonies:of
thiese have beea  held hack
deformed by the bureautoatlc mismansgement
of the Stuhniat sysiem. But people are wrong
gimply o compare them with the cconomies
of the US, Western Europe ond Japan, The
wealth of these iperallst counrics msts on
the povery and hunger of 8 great pard ol the
world's populatiin — 0 Afnca, the Indisn
sub continent, East Asia and Laun Americn
as Well as on the appression of the working
vlissim the ympenialist countries themaclves

Hetween 1330 and 1985 Tor "—"R“!”j_-"'Jf. the
Wesl sacked 200 billlon oul of tlie Third
Wurlil The war currently being coginested by
the LIS and ire alltes In the Gulf s about en-
suTIng 115 nght togo on with tus degres of ex-
ploitation,

The Intervention by the 115w ibe Gulf,
and {1% sucessss so Lar in pulling in belimd s
project all the ofher impenalis conntries, b=
alsp about the iwle ol the S vis 3 vis other
imperialist countries

1S mperialism is once again using its
military nught to compensate o ils declining
coonomic posdion viz o vis Jopan and a Ger
man led Enrope. In exchapge for protecting
the duperialist grder militanly, the U785 expects
fimancial kickhacks in the fom of tmde ad

alisley aand

vantoges,

The new Eugope s net in a pasition to do
this and nor is Tapan, Pnme Minister Toshiki
Kaifu of Japan has been fored by public
opmion o ohandm s fightl to poss jegisla

tion callpwing  the dispatch of  Japanese
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mifitary persome] W the Gulf to serve even iy
ner-cambal roles. Instead Fapan will pledge
54 hillion dollars 1o pay for the US foree: Ger
many and the EC will each provide $2 illion,
And as Marpiret Thutcher recently naid of
Firmpe

eridia Whien 1l comes o
trkdng pructival steps you gely on the fow
countries thal have heen uged o scting” e
Britaia tnd the US with Britain very much
fuking the subonlmate mle,
Imperialist arsenals

The edsid In the Gull provides the im-
peralist comntries with the pérfect exouse for
reimining their arsenals after the Cold War.
The need to defend the “free world” fom
naked ngression has been promoted widcly as
o reagnn for the War, OF course this complere.
by lznores key facts;

& Fuwail was povemed by an unclected

A e Giudl

minarchy

@ lis populstion Was o majonty com-
posed of immigrant wotker: who had oo
rights of citizenship

® The main Arsh ally of the imperialist
powers in this war, Saudi Ambia, i mled by
annther unelecied monarchy, whose barbams
regime rests on represion through Komnic
e

And these  satements. abool  defence
against aggressors come  from  the
country; the USA, which has not dnly invaded
the soversipnly of fweo countries — Grepada
and Panmma in the Iast § years, but has
continged to drm Brmel to the hilt, despite the
Liomists’ refusal 1o reconise thie right of the

sume
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Palestimian masses to their own country,
and ygnonng UN resolutions on this ques-
tion. How muoch force have the westem
prwerd used 1o ensure that Israel carries
gut 1IN decisions on Palestine? None! On
the contrery they have encouraged lsriel's
arrogance and criminud disregard for the
self-determuination ol the Palestimian
peaple.

We know that these impenalist powers
care nothing {or the dghts of anyone but
themselves. But they will use the excuse
of ‘Hitler'-like Saddam o fight the
widespread demand for culs in arms |
spending and a ‘peace dividend” follow-
ing the end of the Cold War. Saddam will
be peed by them os o popular rationade for
the retention of a huge arms budget,

$1 billion a month

Three trillion dollars of arms ane ciar-
rently stationed in the Gull ready for use.
Tl crisis is already costing the US $1 bil-
lien & moath and in the event of a zhoot-
lug war this will rise to $1 billion a day.
Expenditime on the war will both decpen
the recession the US wid other Western
powers are heading intd, and provide a
perfect excuse for it and for the accom-
panying ents m social expenditure — in
housing, cducation, and health cae —
which will go with it as the ruling class al-
tempts to make the workers pay for the crisis,

But what of the other human cost of such a
war: the dead ond the injured? Conservative
extimates talk of 30,000 allied casualties in
the firat ten duys, Richard Perle, fomyer Assis
tant Secrctary of Defence talks of o gquick war,
manly fought from the s “This would in-
volve the homhbing of Irag's missiles, ar fonce
chemical and uwuclear wespims  industrial
{acilities, and much of Saddwm's control and
commiand structure’ he wrole in e Giardian
recently.

The casualties of such a8 bombardment
wonld be immense and would of course in-
clode thousands of lrage civilians. Bombing of
chemieal weapons plants could release intn
the atmesphere tons of lethal nerve. gasses,
possibly tesulting in several tragedies on the
geale of Bhopal, And of course there is the
fisk that shovld Saddam himself lannch a
chemical dttack, the West will respond with
nuclear weapons. War in the Gulf could un
leash an environmental catastrophe affecting
countless gent‘.‘.rﬂlinns [0 cyTie.

S0 can wi in the Middle Bist be averied?
Only twn things can now prevent the US un-
leashing on Irag the bipgest [urce assembled
since the O-Day landing

The first is retreat by Seddun, While the
American war aims in the Gull go much fur-
ther than Tray's reteat {rom Kuwait, and in-
clude the overthrow of Saddam and substan-
tau! reduction of Iray's military apparatus, it is
possible that the USA's Arab allies may Lell
Bush they do net feel able tn contain the
anger of their own masses should war atill be
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pursued alter an Iragi wathdrawal  from
Kuwan. However it still looks ynlikely that
Saddam wall withdraw, His occupation of
Kuwait was hased on his desperate need tn
shore up his harbarous regime in the face of
its own marsive economic ¢risis. Withdrawal
and defeat would mean his overthrow,

The only ather way Uit war in the Middie
Eiizt can be avered i3 through o massive reac
tiogi across the impenalist world and in the al
lied Arab countmes against the actions of the
impennlist powers. Anb-war mohilisulions
have intensified intemationally. In many of
the Amb countries the populations ame ex-
tremely unhappy aboot the complicity of their
rulers with the US war drive, In Japan 23,(0}
people protested. In Prance 12,000 marched to
demand the withdeawal of French oops. In
licly a huge demonstmbon of more than
LMK marched on October 7 1o prodest ‘the
logie of war', In the TISA, 20,00 peaple mar-
ched in New York while demonstrations were
hield w 17 other cities,

In Britsin the anti-war mobilisation has
begun, bor slowly. In Gctober nearly 100000
marched. In Movember between 15000 and
20K demonatraled.

Gorbachev's collusion

But there are twa main ohstacles o build-
ing a higger anb-war movement. Ohn an inter-
national level, the lack of oppositien to, in-
deed collumon of the Soviet burcaucracy with
the West's plans has mean? there has been no
allemativé voice on the question,

And in Britain in particular we have seen
the craven capitulation Sf the Labour Party to
the Tones" bellicose postunng. Thers 18 more

ol u debate in the LTSA between the ban bour-
geois parties of the Democrats and  the
Republicang than there 15 in Britsin between
the Tories aud the Labour Party!

The cuwrent crisis of the Tory party would
he deepesied If there were strong opposition
by the Labour Party to the ‘sirategy pursued
by the Tores on the Gulf. Instead we hear
more oppesiten to the war plans from Ted
Heath than from Meil Kinnock!

In thik context, il 18 even more anporiid
that there 15 = small group of Labour MIs in
the Campaign Group oppused o the war
Benu's visit to Irag is signifcant.

United Nations

Sacializt Qutlook thinks that Tony Beun is
wromg 1o have faith i the United Nations and
believe it can be tsed as a block fo warn
Given the new “historie compromise’ of the
Soviet bureacracy with the impenalists, the
N is now more than ever simply an inatru-
ment of impenalist forcign policy. It looks in-
creasingly likely that 3 war in the Gulf, like
the Korean War, will be fought by US im-
perialist troops in the blue helmets of the UN.

Bur we do belicve that having sameone of
Benn's stampe opposing the war is incredibly
important in building 8 mass anb-war move-
ment,

Only through building such n movement
can suialists begin to play & role in enmuining
that the new world order which anses out of
the cueren! crises of Stalindem and m-
periilizm 13 one which is 1o the benefit of tic
wuorking class, not the bourgeoisie.
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Gulf: the hypocrites join forces

Very few incidents could have
better epitomised the hypocrisy of
Western imperialism than the
events of the lust few months
reports MARYAM, an Iranian
socialist and member of Cam-
paign Against Repression in Iran.
Coontries guilly of moenl  invasions
compeled (o condemn Trag's “illegal
occupation” and o suppor the cormipl
Kuwaitn mulers while
‘democracy’ the West has rallied 1o save
Sandi-Ambia, one of the most maction-
ary, brotal regumes of the world

The military might of the US and Wemem
Europe bias sided wath “Tocal " {orces to punish
their ape the ally, Saddam Husszin, The 1TN
which for decades has Failed to npse any
meaps for the implemeniation of s many
resnlutions on nocoopation of Palestinian lasd
by Fsrgel, has spddenly become ap efective
organisanon. All this s {0 defeat the man
who obtained most of his armoments, inchod
ing chemical wespons rom the very same
Fumpean and Amencan govemmentz whon

w1 e name of

lve was Nighting Iran and his own poople.

Al the same time Tran's fundamentalizie,
identified for many vears a3 the terronat
repime of the region, wre suddenly wooed as
the ally of the West, worthy of [ull
diplonustic relations,

However the mpidly clunging cvents of
the region also show the opporiunist nature of
the antl Western gance of govemments mch
ag the: Ba'sth mepune in lray or the Tslamic
government in Iran and should make us wary
of any ilwsions oo the mslure of sch
regimes. Very often, in their pursuit of resc-
tionary policies such poveruments lace inter-
nal gentradictions and use the vreation of an
eteinal enemy o jusily post misiskes and
sfionfc omin s,

The af  Ifnnian
rtders with the West s proul the once more

sidden  meconciliation
the only consistent anty mpenaehst forces in
the megon are the workers, the peasants and
e national munenties, Govermments such ax
Saddam o the bauan clergy mighl have
tepodiny conflivts with the West bul in the
long ron they remain the allies of world capi-
taland Westem impedalism in the region
ban fonght a costly ten year war with
Iraq, claiming it was fighting the agent of im-

penalism in the region. Yet ¢ven during the
war it sought to buy American arma, through
the lrongale deal. Now two years afler the
end of hostilities it s openly allying iself
with imperialis o ponish Suddam Hiassein:

Mo wonder the rank and file of the Tslamic
movement, confused and disillgsioned with
the shilting positions of the miiug Liction ae
guestivning the anti-imperialis eredentals of
Ioniin leaders while revolutionary guanis
are voluteeting to go and defend Traqg.

Cioly the Irantan  president, Ralzanjani is
rlupid enough to believe the American claim
thal they will depant from the: region, “onee
Kuowait is liberated’. The United Siates wan
Inoking for an eacuse I justily military
prescice [n the region, and it will nol relin
guish thus position al Teast until the estab
lishment of an effective, local securily pact
uwvolving friendly local govemments such as
Sandi Arabia, Todkey and Iran,

Therefore our main task 1= 10 oppose the
contimned presence of Amencan led forces in
the region and 1o éall for the withdmwal of
all external forces from the Gulf as a real
threat 1o the revolutionary struggles of the
peaples of the region,

Anti-war mood grows in
imperialist heartlands

AS WE go 1o press Goorge Bush and fas
hagman Buker have just successiully won
support for teir “maght s night” mesolo-
tion (o the USN Secunty Councdl Tlos
renewed polineal offensive, backed by all
fve permiane ol niembes of the Counel

with voles from the US, Bonain, France,
USSR und 2 tactful ‘abstenton’ (row
Thing — has beconwe necessary because
thir holil statements ubout “intemational
umity an the (ace of Diagh aggression’ have

By Sam Inmgan

the meal warmangers in the presant crisis,

As |he days go by b [ooks locreasiogly
Likely thiat the shooting wiar will bégin early in
the pew vear, 1L is the ABC of revoluliorary
marxism that war can only be stopped by the
mass minhilisation of the working clazs i the
ipenialist hestlands. Building 0 nass anti-
wir movement 01 every inpenalist country
has gt to be the. immediste duty of every
stctalisl, W have o tine o los

Wit is the extent of ant-war mobiliza-
feon luremattonally? The momentum i3 ver-

- fainly buoilding up ds more and more penple

been shown hy events 1o be lacking in L
; - L0 2 relive the full Torror of an imperalist war in
£ the Middle East, and also as they wake up o

= the bypocrsy of the impenalist leaders. This
£ is undouhtedly helped hy the end of the Cold

substance 1l ot i inage.
Soeraliey: Chutlook has alwsys mniotaded
thit the decision of the US and Brnsh govern

mefits fuosend the droespe i the Guilf, par
ticilarly on sl o s ve scile, wis o major
politcal gamble. Now thol (et Blull hias been
called, they find themselves kaving to gdse e
stnkes, These lnlcst mpves on the part of 115
anid Britgsh impertalizm inelude:

® The call g ol connlnl teserves and (he
deployment of furthed LIS troups (o the mmon

® The decision 1o zead a funler 140800

November demonsiration against war in the Gulf

finish mlstary persounel (oo strprse that this

mmnouncemment. caung oo e sane day os
Flatecher s eesignalbop ')

® The renesed political offensive mowanda
the 1IN - an attempt to pull topether the im
penalet allisnce that hid begun tn fray an the
edpes in mecenl weeks, exposing the USA pa
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7 War, which has [ostered a very real aspimition

for peace amongst browd [ayers of the weordd's
population, This may i pal explain the
eagerness of many 1o place an idealistic faith
i the United MNations in the currem cnsis

In the Uniled Sintes, mobilisations agamst
the war have gt off to a god star. On O
tohor 20, demonstrations occurred i 18 cities
acrass the country agalnst LIS mulitary inter-
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vention. The “Againgt a new Vietnum™ coali-
tn — involving frade ondons, velerans' as-
spciabions, and  peligions.  organisations - —
mbilised 20000 in New Yode, 8§ 00 in San
Francisco and 100 in Boston. The coalition
demands the withdrawal of all US troops from
the region. Quate. clearly Bush's altempt 1o
pull the US oul of the socalled “Vietnam
Syndrome” has not worked.

Callmg up the combal meserves, parbiculas-
ly-s0-newr to Christmas, will only exacerbate
RBush’s problems in pefting the popular sup
port necessary for launching a war. Also ac-
tive in building the 1S anti-war movement
has heen the Central America Soldariry
mvement.

In Japan om October 21, over 23,000
people formed & human chain around a Tokyo
U8 biase to protest at the atiempl 1o change the
Japanese Congtitution in order 1o allow
lapunese troops to be seat to the Gulf, Subse-
quently the Japanese govemment decided not
1y g ahead.

In France October 20 saw over 12,000
people marching on the atreels of Paris 1o
demand withdrawal of French troops from the
Gulf. This was called by, amongst others, the
French Communist Party, the CGT trade
union federation, the Greens, and far-left or-
gamsations (including the L.CR, the French
section of the Fourth Intermational). In France
public opinion is rapidly becoming mure hos-
tile 1o the mvolvement of Prench troops i the
conflict.

L Traly on Ociober 7 more than 100,000
people joined the tradifional international
peace march berween Perugia and Assiss
There have also heen mobilisations and anti-
war groups =2t op in Germany, Belginm, Hol
fand, Sweden and other European countries.
The same i true in Australia,

Back in Britain, the bugest event 1o date
has heen the demonstrution in London oo
november 24, Called by the Committes to
Stop War in the Gulf and supported by CND,
the Campaign Agalnst War in the Gulf and
alher anti-war fomes, the demuonsiration -
tracted berween |3, 000 and 20,0¢K) people.

The wverwhelming majorty were from
local ONI} wnd peace groups, and socialists
should be organising with them (megardless at
this stage of their views on the TIN) to build
the fargest possible movement Lo stop the war,

The fight alsn has to be taken into the
Lebowr Parry and into the trade unions. Even
hefure war brosks out we should be calling for
a coalitien of all anti-war forces — for a united
and democralic anti-war coalilion.

Comrades  active o Laboor  Pasty
Sociplists, the Solidarity Network, the Hed-
Green NMetwork and other parts of the Socialist
Movement ran and st play a leading mle in
creating such a mass anti-imperialist and inter-
natienalist movement. The stakes ure such thal
cannot afford nol Lo,
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As Palestimian women burdened by the
suffering of our people because of the
continued state of aggression and oc-
cupation of our land by Israel, we appeal
to you as women who have still not for-
gotten the altermath effects of the Viet-
naim war, 10 raise your volces now
against seniling your young men o the
Gull.

I was your visices that brought your boys
back from Vietmanm. But it was slready too
late, and the harm was already done, and the
snffering continues. Lel your voices be heard
now; hefore 1L 1s Loo lale,

The foreeful reaction of your President to
the Irwgi-Kuwaiti conflict s absolutely
alarming, and out of proporticon. Was it not
only that the USA  devastated

revently

And invaded Grenada to topple o regime not
te Its liking?

It is such actions, and the double stand-
ards with which the USA prants itselfl the
rpht to deal with issues, that is malking it
luse itz credibility in the whole region, and
amongst ils Triends. And it is precisely be-
cause of that, our people are earaged, and are
in rupport of any action which would chal-
lenge the double standards of the USA.

For the last 42 yeass we have been wiit-
ing the implementatic of the United Nations
mstution regarding the inalicnable rights of
the Palestinians, apd later the withdrawal of
the Ismacli forces from the Ovcupied Ter-
ntores, hut to no aval

Mot only there was no mechanism 1o en-
foroe the implementation of thess msolu-
tiong, hut Israel was being rewarded Lor its
agpression. by the conlinuods momd and
financial support of the USA, which enahled
it to maintain the (ocupied Temiones, and
{o eastablish =ettlements in these areas agamet

all UM resefutions and aganst the declared

An open letter to the women of
the USA from Palestinian women

Panama for the sake of one ‘vomupt’ leader? |

position of the TISA. |

Ewven a simple resolutien to condemn
fagrant vicdations of homan nghts would be
vetoed by the USA, the latest was after the
maszacre of Palestiman labourers in Bishon,
thuz cpcouramng further suppression and
violations of Palestinian human nghis. And
whencver the possibility of sanclions aguinst
Ismel wiould come up it would be [Tatly
refused.

It s argued tha sanctions are mpeactical
and not, possible to implement, while snyone
who dared to suggest them would be made to
feel guilty of being anti-semitic. Ils smarmg
how in lesa than twenly four hours, the USA
was ahle to mally ol these forces "o mainiun
the security of the Gulf, Whers wos il when
Terael mivoded Lebanon m 19827

Muothers, wives, sisters and davghiers of
these: young men already 10 the Gulf, spare
your people and our people the iragedy ol
anothier war, Your men can always work and
mike money to buy the oi they may nesd
Bt no ol or money will be able to compen
sale for the loss of your men In such a fuile
WAT.

We sinceraly shate your anxiely ohout the
rafety of Amencans

and other
civiliany trapped in the amea of conflict: bat
we would like to remind your President that,

foreagn

we Palestinians, we and have heen hostages
in our own lund, terronwed and without any
privection, for mome than two decades!

b the valoe of human life subject i ovary-
myg exchange rates? W vou divores politics
and notional mierests from morad and buman
values, we are all going Lo pay aligh poce.

It is your visices that néed to challenps the
Premdent ol the USA, who stems 1o be
relazed enowgh o play polf while viur boys
Gulf. It 15 more
honourable tin lnse (dce thian Lo lose lives

Sent from the ecoupied territories

Angust 24th 199)

and bhurming in the
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Europe and the break-up of
Thatcherism

Socialist Qutlook has often

pointed Lo the political differences
dividing the capitalist class on
Europe, and their consequences,
not oaly for the parties of
the bourgeoisie, the Con-
servaiive Party and the
Liberal Democrats, but
also for the Labour Party.
In the aftermath of
Thatcher’s resignation,
DAVE PACKER looks at
some of these issues again
and evaluates the stakes
involved.
The resipnation of Margarer
Thatcher after the substantial
vote ganed by Michael Hesel-
e had a number of causes:
the unpopularity of the govemn-
ment, the falmg cconomy, bul
not least the row over Europe,

Heseltine's long awaited chal-
lenge for the leadership  has
browght once agam o public
view the profound conflicts that
tear al the heart of the Tory Party,
conflicts which have led to the
demise of Thutcher herself and i3
leading 1o the hreak-up of the
whote Thatcherite poliboal  bloc.
These contsadictions meflect  the
difficult  fondamentsl  snd -
avrididhle choices that face British
imperiatism itself
Thatcher - defender of

Atlanticism

Since the second world war,
Britain, haz been 8 secondary,
declining,  hul global  im-
penalism, mther than =smply = European
power. Its weakness al the end of the last
warld wear forced it i accepl a post-war mett]-

nonetheless,

ment imposcd by US impenialism.

Mo and more, Bntam came to rely on the
Amerjcan military umbrmella and the ‘pax
Amencana’. Only thir could secure jtz propor-
tionulely huge overseas asests, Iogether with
the City of London's financial and banking
operations. Even the 1982 Malvinas War
could not have been effectively prosecuted
without U15 logstical and political support

Al the same tme British bnperialism could
not afford to be excloded from the EEC and
the big market that il guarunieed in Emrope.

As the decades passed | the relative success of
the BEC and the reldative decline of U5 im-
penalism in relation to s mads competitors in
Europe and Yapan, have left the British niling

class and the Tory Pardy incressingly divided

and looking awkwandly m two dircctions at
onece.

The Thatcher gnvermment cvnlved a policy
tnwards Earope which attempted to make the
best of this histoncal mafity, This involved a
vigorous pursuil of a free maker Europe
within the existing Treary of Rome, at the
same hime opposing  protectionist measures
directed ageinst the USA or Japan, or the
development of federal state institutions. The
laler was an attempt to maintain Britsn’s
capacity for plobal
soversipnty’) and to block West German
dominatnn of the EC.

Thatcher's bogeyman became the very
idea of a federal Europe, Her policy, as well

manoeuvte  ("Brlish
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a2 placaling the conttadictory attitude of the
L13 State Depaniment iowards European union
(the US [avours a strong anti-communist
Eurnpe, but fears = genninely onited power
bloc that might challenge LS RUpTCmay b,
would allow British imperialism to get
the best of both worlds.

Unfortunately. this policy is seen
by other European countries as Britmn
baving its cake and cating it. West
Crermany und especially France are in-
tent  on developing «  Furopean
economic and political bioe which can
commpele with fts maoin rivals - the
UIsA-Caneds on the one hand and
Japun and the Pacific nm econonies
on the other, Thatcher's “Atlanticist
pitlicy hrs acted as s dmg on this
developmen|

The Fronch  bourgenizsie  has
worked doggedly for mure than two
decedes for a joiut Franco-German
hegemony of the EC, But unfonunate-
ly fur their plans and for bourgeois
peliivians who cumently frond them
up, ke Socialist Pamy member and
President of the Buwopews Commas-
wiTHL, Jrl.-:.qtrc-: Delors, the FHEG has
consistently outperfommed the French
coppoiy, Since German unification,
the likelihood of an equal partnership
or shared hegemnny becomes even
more remoic

Bur while the majonry of the
French mling class has long mjected
*Atlaiticism’ in favour of
‘Europeaiem’, despite its problems,
the situation has been much less elea
in Britain, The choices are far more
difficult to make., sz HBnonszh m-
penalism attempls o sgqueare the oircle.
Margaret Thaicher vigormsl y
defended and clearly ourdusred the
‘special relationshdp” with US im-
peralism. Even with the impending war in the
Gull, Thatcher boldly asserted Britain's world
rolé as firal lieutenant and adviser to prezident
Bush.

Within the general policy framework out-
lined above, Thatcher's aim was to promole
the Mnancial and banking opemtions of the
City within Ewmope. In this respect her
medium term objective, along with John
Major, was to establish London as the finan-
c1al centre of Europe, over Frankfun or Pans.

Forced to choose.

But, increasingly, British imperialism iz
being forced to make a choice about its long
term future. That choce has been causing fis-
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sures and muptures within its ks for
sevirnl years. The decisive seclors — the Cily
amd the hig multinational corpomtions — ap-
pear in their majority toohave shifted towards
greater Furopean financial - and  economic
upion: The multimationl cosposations, despile
their ginhﬂ interests, need large secure home
mukets and hases of operation,

Even the hig corporale raiders whio gobble
up companies ‘over there' and hold hoge as-
aels aulside of Europe still have their national
hascs ‘vver here', The Clty, of course looks
towards the possibilities of becoming the
funarice eapital of Rurope. The stability of the
Luomdon stock market after Thatcher's resigna:
non:sugpests that it prefers greater Oexibility
and fine=se in its dealings with the Eurmpeans!

The=e shilis lind their reflections inside
the Tory Party, bul also in the Eahour Party,
However, it would be an emor 1o see the
present divisions a5 berween [ederalists and
anti-Europemis, Michacl Heseline also claims
1o he agunst o federal Bumopean superstate
His dilfereaces arc in being more positive and
flexible about economic and fAnancial integra-
tion which would give Hatish lmpemalism
greater inlluence in Brusselsin developing fu-
e policy.

Battleground

The next haitle ground over BEuropean in
tegration will be the two Inter-Govermmental
Copdeeinces (10G=) to be held in Rome in a
few wesks time. These Conferences wre in
iended 1o take crucial and bindimg decisions
that may lead 1o economie and monetary
and beyond that political —wmian

The two ICGs have a year i which 1o
produce proposed changes to the Treaty of
Rome. Bit, thess changes have to be anani
mously agreed — 2 prospect which seems un-
likely at present, parucolarly in the light ol
Major's victory in the teadership challenge.
I proposed changes then have to he rutified
by all e lve parllaments!

: Unformnntely fior the T'enes, Thalcher was
el the key pluyer despite her postuning. The
Hritish econemy is 100 weak. It is Chuncellor
Kohl @ul the Busdeshank who
decisive in detcrmining the coorse lowards
uniett. The crucial momeat in the mo-in io the
recent Rome summat was when Kohl decided
& frm date for “stage rwo’ and for the Eouas a
Immedintely =

will he

single. European  curency
pumber of other countries fell into line, either
becnrse  thelr wore
dominated by the West Denman  SonmoTL
poweriouse, o becouse they ressoned that
ouly gond could come: of linking  thear
:_-u:n.ur_uﬂ.f;c--. mure clasely 1o the Dentachmark.

Diespate all the rhetoric, it s this emer-
pence of Gemmany aw the drving force and
teader within Enrope which has set off the
alarma in Miw 10, Mwholas Bulley was a vic-
tin &f hix own big mouth in this respect. He
embarrassingly biew the gall on the real dis
conrse hehind the doots of Mol How to
#top the Hunl

comiies already

Pane 12

Cracks and
splits

The onsis  of
Thatchensm and the
polifical  demise ol
Thatcher herseli e
therefore not cansed
simply by the Tailure
of  the mopctans
project [{U
British imperialism’s
hiztonc BCONTIC
under-perfpnuance,
nor the crass and un-
popalar free marke
which her
gowemnmenl has ap-

glve

dogmas

phied viciously in Lhe
socidl - sphere: Wl s
also because of the
arill unresofved
prohlem of Europe.
Thix
than any wother, is

Pdsue,  Mare

resulting i Wie frag
mentaton of
Thatcher's  allinices
within  the ruling
clagsz and the Tory

pay
While:  Michulas
Hidley or MNorman

Tebbil o different ways may represent the na-
tonal-cliauvinia, Anti-Buwopean Tory oght,
(read the Swn for 8 popular rendering of therr
‘mranifesto’) Fdward Heath, and to a lesser
extent Heseline, have championed  the
Huropeanist wing of the pary: a wing which
tetuds iclude  the
‘pterventiomat’, fone nation’, Tores of the

alzn In e
ofit schinal.

Until recently the nationalist nght have
been  in elliance  with. the mainstrezm
“Atlanticist” right, represented by Thatcher
tand this eontinued thronghot the Tory
leadership hattle). But thiz unity has heen
frpmenting ax the pressure from Furope in-
tensifies. This same priwcess has begun fo pecl
off the mwore pro Buropew, possibly even
Federafist wing of the Thatcher bloc, niost sig
nificantly, Michael Heseltine

But the now Tarcan of Buropeanism hos,
unlike Heath before him, only by degrees dif-
ferentiated himself from the Thatehes project
Major as Thaicher's sucoessor, along with
Hurd, represent, morelalion o Eorepe a larpe
degree of contimunly with Thatcher™s policy,
bui this may change o= he alls into line with
dominant s#ctors ol the bourgeaisie

Unseemly Labour Party

Meither wing of the bourpeoisie and thei
political  mepresentatives  laoe
offer the
ratumalsztion avd omemployment. The Simgle

anything 1o
working  clnss exCep |':|]_ri|.'l||_ih'r

Furopean Act and 1992, especinlly the drive
trwards monelay wmon (EMLUY, ame exnceots
aimed al the power of arganised labour acmas

Read the Sun for a popular rendering of the naticnalist right’s ‘mankfesto’

Europe

In this pespect i is important o evalwile
Labour s stance, Sorialist Charfood has always
maintained that as o burcavcrmolic workers
party with a bourgeris leadership (o hour
genis: winkeors' party to use Lenin’s: famous
formulal, Labour's mon policy slances in
varably comespond e the intemsts of one or
anesther wing of the capitalist class

L the Fifties, siaties aud purt of te svemn
ties the Lahour leadership was andently
*Atlamticist’, (it just Jeved Presdent Ken
nedyl, and anti-ERC. The combination of a
decting of 118 hegemony aflter the US defeat
i Vietnaoy and the frsl ol crigs of 197574,
later  with  the
Thutcherizm, bas emited 0 an opporost

combingd victory  of
and unseemly about fom on Evrmpe

Kinnock™s Lobour Faity now aligas itsell
with the mast Buropesmist sections of the
ruling class n the ity and mdustry, wnd lays
claimm 1o epresent thiz sector sganst the st
dont ohstructionizm of Thatchensm,

Couhl it be a plimmer of comprehension
of whal misery it conld mean Tor the working
class which makes Neil Kinnock such a uee-
lesm advircate of Buropean union?  Alas it
secms unlikely.

Heselting = large share of the vole in e
Tory Jeadershup clection only demonstrales
cven moie clearly the fallacy that the Lahott
leadership tepresents any mlerests otler ilian
that of (e mling class and leaves §f ovel
more ulecrahly exposed a5 a sub-Tory op;

prasIEiL,

SOCIALIST OUTLOOK no 29. December/January 1990/81

LA



Perestroika or
capitalist restoration?

THE AGREEMENT reached during the
summer between Soviet President
Mikhail Gorbachev and Russian
federation President Boris Yeltsin on the
transition to a market economy is of
histeric significance. The ground appears
to have shifted decisively away from the
perestroika - or restructuring - of the
economy to a dismantiing of the
nationalised property relations and their
increasing replacement by capitalist
ownership.

Perestroika, brought in to resolve an

| everdeepening crisis, has been strong en
rhetoric but weak on results, and
haif-measures have simply exacerbated
the situation. Now Gorbachev has
announced his intention to push through
the formation of “a normal full-blooded
market” and a “controlled transition to
market relations”, will the USSR follow
the more advanced examples of Poland
and Hungary, or are the processes at
work rather wmore complex and
unpradictable?

RICK SIMON reports.

The problems of

bureaucratic planning
REVOLUTIONARY Marxists
have traditionally  emphasised
certaim features ol Soviet society,

® Fis, the
clusisated asa class through the
process begin by the Ociober 1917
revelulion

® Sevoud
thie pieans ol production created the

\'.'Ih]"l[!'l.ll RS WLOTC

potential, bul only the getential, [or
the development of o planned
SO Y

® [fund, because of the devasta-
tion cuused by the Civil War and the
irnbtation snffered by the revolution
i bk ward

in & comparatvely

e giatlonalisation of

comtry, the dnall working wlaks was
wwreasingly pushed oot of power by
A blrsavcratic stratum wround Staling
wlucli arsse on the (oundations of
e new workers™ slale.

Stalin hamessed the potential of
the natinnalired propéry relationz’in
the rapil  ranaformation of  the
Soaict economy in the | 930k, bor did
S0 8 very:contradictory. and: self-
destmetive way. Fomed eollectiviza-
tien of agocoliie did not provide
the meas for Indusnslisation. o
the coutrey, it denstically damaged
the Sovier Dnion®s agricultural base
anid demanpded var resources, which
could ntherwise have been ntilised
tur wdustnal development, The plan-
ning mechanism created by Stalin

SOCIALIST QOUTLOOK no 20, December/Janyary 199041

wns, modeover, liphly  centralised
and boreanseatic, Plan targets find the
force of law and the continnal exhor-
tation to overfulfill the plan created
shorages and bottlenecks
Nevertheless, Lo overall lerms Lhe
SCONOMY
astonishing pace and confinued to do
g0 in the perind of reconstroction
after the Second World War, But thas
was extensive growth based on the

Spviet grew al  an

mehilization al ever geater inpuls —
more Taciones, more workers. Once
the polential [or extensive growth
bepan o diminish in the 1950s, the
more far-sighted Soviet econmmigls
tealised that future economic growth
wild only be secured on the basis
of increasing the prodoctivity of

*Forced
collectivisation of
agriculture
drastically
damaged the
Soviet Union's
agricultural base
and demanded
vast resources,
which could
otherwise have
been utilised for
industrial
development”
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it has been a
crisis
characterised by
chronic
underproduction,
particularly of
basic consumer
goods, rather
than the
overproduction
typical of
capitalist
economic crises™

Pane 14

laboar,

A reform was introdrced i 1963
which sought lo give enterpnses
more  astonomy  and  Infroduce
markel elements into the economy,
but burespemtic opposition reduced
the reform 1o nought. Tinkering with
the economy became such a constant
feature of Brezhnev's regime that the
process  was described by one
American Sovietologist, as a “read-
mill of reforms’. Dehales over how
besl tn change the Soviet planning
mechanizm  have therefore  been
going on for the past thirty years and
maore.

The major shorcomings  of
buresucratic planning can be som-
marised as follows:

® First, the guality of geods mf
[ers as the prime farget 15 the guan
fety of oupat;

@ Second, there is no mcentive
on the part of enterprises v provide
accarate  nformation  aboul  their
productive capacity, because gmining
the lowest possible plan target is the
rain prionty;

@ Third, all inputs and ouwlpuis
are bureancratically allocated, which
leads to poor supply, incfficiency us
enterprizes have to develop their own
‘in-howse’ production for vital com-
ponents, and  comuption,  as
efferprise managers do virually any-
thing to obtain vitally-peeded inputs.

Of prime importance, however, is
the buweasucmcy's position in the
production process. The burcavcracy
is not a clags, bul a social stratmim
held together by its monopoly of
political power. It derives s
privileges, which amount to pilfering
on a grand scale, from its control of
the nationalised means of produc-
tion, It docs not occopy & common
position in the production process or
an orgamoc mmieresl in its contnoal
rationalisalion.

The Soviet economic

crisis

Mor has the bureaucracy ever
been mmply a defender, albeit tyran-
nical, of the nationalised property
relations. It arose on the hasis of
both the burgeoning Party/state ap-
paratus and on the entreprencunal
elements and wealthy peasaniry
created hy the New Eeonomic
Policy, and i= therefore tom between
u desire to- mainiain the source of its
privileges  —  the  nationalised
ecconomy — and (o systemalise those
privileges through ownership of the
menans of production, ie, by renum-
ing to capitalism.

The Soviel economic crisis hog
pzaumed 8 completely  dillersat
chamcter from  that of capjialist
econcmic crises, It has, firsily, been
a cnmulative crsis reselting for
steadily declining productivity — the
remalt  of the inability of the
hurcaucracy to accomplish the tren-
sibon from  extensive o Intensive
evonmmic gowth and, in the 1970,
the enormous yolume of mesources
poured into building up the Soviet
millitary eapabiliry,

Sccondly, it has been a crigis
charactericed by chronic  under-
production, particolarly of basic con-
sumer gnnds, rather than the over-
production  typical of capitalist
cconomic ernses. According to CIA
cehimates, only 30 out of 1200 basc
consumer goods are readily available
in the shops and this despite an in-
crease of 6.4% in consumcr goods
production in the frst guater of
1900, Crverall production in the same
period registered A fall of 12%.
Soviet indebfedness is also on the -
crease — up by 10 billion roubles in
1989 to 51 billion — and the bodget
deficit has lncreased from 18 billion
roablesin 1986 to 92 billion in 1989
There has also been some defanling
oni debt repavments for the first ime
ever

The criziz Las now been exacer-
hated by the collapse of the Council
for Mulual Economic  Awareness
(CMEA) or Comecon. Although this
may hc of long-term  economic
benefit to the Soviet Union — Eastern
Evrope absorbed more Soviel resour-
ces than it provided — 1t mbs the
Soviel Teadership of a vanely of ex-
periments in Iooscning centrbised
control of the cconomy from which
it had gathered wselul infonmastion
and, more cruocially, threatens to
force the Soviel sconomy more
abruptly onto the world market as it
is deprived of the buffer of relations
with Comecon countries.

While that is not going 1o happen
ovemight — hecause 50% of Soviet
trade iz still with CMEA countries,
and there are many problems as-
sociated with the transition fomy a
nabimalized  economy  to one
dominuted by prvate capital n
Eastern Europe — the key problems
of pricing, convertibility of the
rouble  and  penuine enterprise
autenomy are brought to the fom.

Gorbachev's reforms

The  findamental  alm  of
peresiroika has been lo mverse long-
term Sowviel econemic decline by &
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transition from cxfensive to infensive
growth while  leaving  the
bureancracy’s privilepes and power
intoct. However, instead of dristic
surgery Lhers have been omly hati-
measures. All of the mijor economic
relomm measures egacted in the past
five years have been characterised by
their intemal contradictions, which
are the resmlt of compromises he-
rween different sections of the uling
burcaucracy pursmng rudically dif-
ferent inlerests,

Gorbachev's initial refonns in the
shape of traditional centralised cam-
pagns for preater discipline and
against comuption and the abnse of
alcohol  did little 1o relieve the
economic situation,

The extent of comuption and the
depth  of the economic malaise
necessitated the introduction of glos-
acsl a% 8 means of building a coali-
tion in favour of refomm agaunst the
entrenched elements of the
This has led to a
deepening of the orisis, Major con-

minre

hursaucray.

cessions have been made on the fun-
demental guestions of who holds
politice]l power, and the crimes, and
by exiensicn the methods, of fomer
Pany leaderships have been sub-
jected to ruthless expmination.
Durng  1987-ER, the Sowviet
eadership introduced three mejor
economic Teforma. The mosl impor-
tant of these, the Law on the State
Enterprises, strove to increase
entérprise  autonomy, introduce a
profit motive and create an interest
among the woddforce in enterprise
efficiency by extending thelr mghts
to elect management ar all levels and
participate in workgplace decision
making, These wene,
however, immediately nullified by
other provisions of the Law which
reinforced centralised planning and

Measures

the power of the ministnics.

(iher messures, the Law on In-
dividual Economic Activity and the
Law on Co-opemtives, helped 1o
legalise  slready emisting  black
market relatons in the service sscior
of the economy. In 1989, the nomber
of co-operalives expanded  [rom
TE N o 133,000 wath a tampver of
I bilhion roubles bt with only
0.5% of indostoal output, Their
opetations have alse been affected
by lack of supplies and the comse.
guent need 1o resor Lo llegal means,
the cosis of which have heen passed
on tn the consumer, resulting in
prices much higher than in the stale
sector, This has made them uon-
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popular. Tn some republics, co
opematives run by non-indigenous
nafonalities have often become the
target of mflamed nationalist feel-
ings.

The turn towards

capitalist restoration

Leonid Abalkin, deputy Pnme
Minister for economic melom, ac-
knowledged that perestrotka had not
made any tangible improvements in
the Sovict cconomy and, in Movem-
ber 1989, advanced & ‘radical’
economic programimne in an aftenpt
to hreak from the compromizes of
the past. He declared thar “there is no
worthy aliemative to the marke! as
the method of co-ordinating the ac
tiviies and interests of =conomic
agents”

However, this propiamme’s ap-
proach was oo much for the
majority of the Supreme Sovier,
composed predominantly of Pamy
and state apparalchiks, who adopted
instead a plan pul lorward by Soviet
Prime Minisier, Nikolai Ryzhkov,
which pat the emphasis on a switch
from heavy industry 1o production of
consumer poods and backed away
froen the Introduction of markel gle-
ments into the economy.

Ahalkin  #till  believes  that
COONOMIT ad  political
democratization are interlinked, But
other keen supporiers ol the miirkel
clearly sense that glaraost and politi-
cal democralisation liave outpaced
economic reform and have led ondy
1y chass. They argue that marketisa-
tion can  only be implemented
through the iron hand, an approach
dubbed *market Stalinksm” by lead-
ing Soviel socialist Bods Kagar-
Litsky.

The failure  of Ryzhkov'sz
programme has led to a palpable
shift in the terms of the debate aver
economic  meform,  The days of
perestrotka are numbered,

Even just o year ago the key to
coonomic relom was seen to be the
pricing system. Once prices wers
freed from the shiackles of central
control, a market could be estab-
lished in means of production and
enterprises would be free 1o enter
into contractual relations with each
nther, with Western firms and with
the sate 1o prodoee gonds on 2 supp-
Iy-and-demand basis.

It iz no longer price meform bul
the develnpment of competition in
the Soviel economy and the transfor-
mation of property rightz which are
seen to he the key (o economic

relomm

reform by mope sadical ecounmnists,
Conoretely, this AT S
donationalisatinn of state enforpriaes.
Price mform i= only a comllary of
this process.

The star of formery prominent
reform  cconomistzs, such as Abel
Aganbegyan, the architect of the lirst
phiase of perestmika, is on the wane,
Much more fonhright  libegal
cconomists, such as  Nikolad
Petrakov, now have the ear of Presi
dent Gorbachey.

Interviewed in Moscow News,
Petrakov argued that “withoul open-
ing mat the economy, no effective
relorm can be camed out When
peuple can buy shares, the endless
problems which plague joint ven
tores will be solved instantly. We
have to overcome our dogmas: why
van ' ther be enterprises which are
whilly owned by fomign com-
pames?™

The appearance of McDonalds in
Red Syuare 15 just a sideshow com-
parsd Lo the prospect of wholesals
privatisation. But, as the Polish ex
penence hias demonsteated, it is one
thing 1o proclaim a mamket reform,
and guite another to camy it oot
Nevertheless; the terms of the debate
now centre on how soch a mefom
can be implemented rather than over
the principle of introdocing it

Plans are now being drawn up to
inm sclected siale enlerprises into
joint-gtock compantes and to create 3
atock market. According to Petmmkov,
“hy the end ol 19, it will be pos
gible to  ranafer  220H) large
enterpriscs - T0% of the fixed assets
in Industry — to a joint stock basis".
Thers will also be a pressing ahcad
with co-operatives and small busi-
NESEE 5.

Such  smbitions plans for a
market economy assume both the
support of the: people of the Soviet
Uhion and add from the West, There
is linle vo sugpest that either will he
forthcoming. Thers was a marked
liberalisation of Soviet forcign trade
in 1989, but this has only led to &
hard  cumency
widespread defaulning on debt repay-
rrents.

Western povernments and firms
wanl evidence nl the real operation
of a market econemy. In o hard-
noscd editonal, the Feonomis? ar-
gued:

“The fastest way (o tutor East
Eurgpeans in the ways of the Ime
market iz o make them compete
againgt Mexicans ond Malaysians for

squesye and
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Gorby: maks workers pay for the crisls

the harl-camed dollars, yen, and D
Marks of western savers” (June 16,

The Gorbachev-Yeltsin

agreement

This ageeement is designed to
cary out just such & radieal shift in
the operation of the Soviet economy.
Based on Yeltsin's 500-day plan for
the Russinn Federation. this agme-
mient seeks also to regulate cconomic
refations  hetwesn the USSRz 15
republics thmough the market

The firad hall of the plan en-
visages the creation of a legislative
framewode and the privatisation and
sate of howsing and agriculiral land,
Thas process. is designed 1o absoch
much af the enommoos savings so-
cumulated in the past fifteen years a2
p result of having lnle to spond
one’s money o, Onee 2000 billion
ruhles nf sale assets have been
sold, the nct sage of full scale
marketization will be implemented

As yet the details have nat been
released, but the ahility to reach even
stage one must he doubted uniess
foreign capital i= allowed some ac-
ceaa 1o Soviet induatry. The abalitien
of central ministries iz also en-
vigaged, which will bong Yeltsin
and Guorbachey into direct conflict
with 8 major pan of the sate
bumsaucracy.

It'a & case of desperate measures
for desperate times, bt made pos-
sible though Yeltsin's popularity and
his atainment of the Russian
Presidency and Gorbachev's in-
creased room for manoeuvre through
his increasing autonomy from the
Party apparatus and the success he
achieved at the Pamy Congress,

Yeltsin's popularily derives from
hiz' consisten! opposition to the ap-
paratus, culminaling in his resigns-

“Keen supporters
of the market
argue that
marketisation can
only be
implemented
through the iron
hand - an
approach dubbed
‘market Stalinism’
by leading Soviet
socialist Boris

K
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“The most
drastic
proposals
emanate from
liberal
intellectual
circles and
involve an
assaullon
working class
living standards
through
privatisation,
savage price
rises, and the
threat of

unemployment
to whip the
working class
into line”

Pane 16

tion from the Party, and his delence
of workers” social goarantecs. Now
he is trying (o look two ways-at the
same bme — fornng ahesd o o
market while  verbally
defending working vlass interests
The working class and

the crisis
Accompanying plans for a market
economy have been oalls 0 “reect

oMY

ounr provions interpretation of  the
guarantes of the nght 1o work m the
constilulion” { Article 40) and for the
tnstitution of a labour market with no
cettainty of employment, Certaiply
the second phase of the Yeltrin/Gor-
bachev plan would enfail social
opheaval and mass unemployment

Such  talk  among libeml
reformers and ever greater economic
hardships have forced the Soviet
woiking clags inlo increasing aclho.
In 1989 T millism days were Jost ax
the result of mdustdal sction and
inter-ethnic conflict.

Sowiet official trade unions have
been  bypassed by such
evenls. These bodies are not trade
unions in the Westem sense of the
word but extensions of the stale il
the workplsce, Their function has
been o assist magagement in the [ul-
filment of the plan and to provide
cerain wellore henefits, el as
holidays, for their members.

Nevertheless, the pace of evenis
15 having an impact on the Snviel
unitiis, In response to the threat of
anemployment, the trade  umion
leadership has declared that “we can-
nol allow the greatest and most im-
porant social achievement of the
Socialist state ‘the right to wordk” to
digappear ... any baste to implement
a  markel without a  reliable
mechanizm of social proteclion of
the workets ...
prepared country into the ahyss ol
ancial disintegration” (quoted in the
Financial Times 25/4/90),

always

winild lead pur un-

R

Soviel workers struggle with sged equipmen!

But, =0 far, the response of
the official uions to workers”
action hus heen largely negabive
oT even irmelevanl

Such opposition to rank-and-
file  actvities  was
demonstruied at the recenl con-
ference of the mimers’ wmon,
¢ where full-time wnion officials
and pit managers (who are aldo
members of the unien) oulnum-
bered working miners and suc-
cessfully stifled their demands,
The upehot has been  moves
towards an independent miner's
umon in three of the most impor-
tant Soviel coallields.

The fomation of the Confedera-
finn of Labour in Novokummnetsk on
May | mpresents a major advance
for the Sovier workers’ movement.
The Confederation i3 an nmbrella for
labour organizations for the defence
of workers” interests and for the pur-

clearly

st ni & ‘truly democratic spocty”
Small theugh the Confederation iz al
the moment, 115 hackbhome undouh-
tedly comsists of industnal workers
and, in particular, the miners. The
Comfederation argues for the esigna
tion of the present govemment (a
demand cchoed by Yelrain) and for a
government enjoying the confidence
of the workers; but its economic
programme |= 45 yot vagne and con-
tradictory,

The  emerpence of  the
SOTSPROF  independent  socialist
truddes union wsstcintion 15 also an -
dhication uf the growing conscwmis-
ness of the Soviet working class bul,
as yet, imdependent workers' or
ganisations arc in their infancy with
the mass of the 140 million Soviet
workers remaining members of the
official uniems, Any  independent
untans must, therefors, ensure Ut
they duo mol become isoliuted from
other wodeers and: thos open to
provocation and repression or adven-
st actinns.

Conclusion

The pressure 15 growing for dms-
tic measares o extricate the Soviel
economy. from the hole it j= now n .
The most drastic proposals emanate
from liberal Intellectun] cireles and
imvolve an assault on working class
living “standards through privatisa-
Mo, savage price rises; the removad
of all subsidies om busie consumer
goods, and the threal of unemploy-
menl tn whip the working class into
fine.

However, much confusion exims
inside the Soviet workers' movement
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gs Wy the malibes ol the market. Nog
surprisingly, mosl people want o
good and seady supply of hame
comumislifies ol services, and the
miarket i seen a5 the best method for
achieving this  aftér  yeass' of
bureangrane inefficiency and cormp-
tioi.

The question of prvatisation is
another  matter,  however.  Most
warkers also want & say i what Ls
produced and how, But where will
the resources for privatisation come
from? From foigign capilal, amd
from.  the
workers are fighting a) the moment,
Even the linuted steps  towords
winirk ol e Ao inted

very  burenucracy  the

demnociacy
with the firsi phase of Pereniroika —
[abewr collective councils and efec-
tion nf managers are under threal

It would be o misconception tn
heligve thal Trolskyists have never
been in lavour of o markel m the
Sovael Umon, During the peand of
the: first Five-Year Plan, Trotsky ar-
pued that bureaucritic cenlmlisation
woild lead 1o the min of the planmed
economy. In its stead he propossd o
combination of plan, marker and
sovict democracy. The revitslization
of orguns of grass-roms democmcy
i the enterprises and the lncahies is
#till a witel necesmily, Tt 1" only
through such genainely democmanc
bodics that the relationship between
niarket and plan can be wodced out.

Gorbachey  has  mpued  that
economic refomy will only wark il
it's supparted by millions o Soviel
people and mests  ther mieneas’
Aut  the mere  haif
measures.  are  implemented,  the

mwwe. [hat

wirse the ensis becomes, The key
guestion now s that of owsership,
which ploces a question mark agmins
the continning existence of  the
natiopalised  economy, Gid e
workers' response tot

The oulcome iz nat w foregone
conclusinn, bul 15 directly elated tn
events botl in and Beyord the Soviel
Ulnion, The extent of wirking class
tezistande (0 privatisation i Easiern
Euorope, of working cliss nesistance
in Westam Eompe to the rationalisa-
twan of 1992, and the extzol to which
m new socialit leadecship = Tomged
within the Soviel working class itsell
are o crucial mopeertance o the out-
come of peresirotda and o the
enowal ol the movement for
socialism thromghout the world.

® Rick Simon writes for Labaa
Focis on Eastern Europe
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The East German bureaucrats, like Humpty Dumptly, sat on the Wall: but will the workers let Kohl rebuild capitalism?

German unity and the
new European order

THE CURRENT UPHEAVALS in Easlern Europe have
posed socialists with difficult questions. It is often said
that there has never been a better time to be a Trotskyist
- indeed even the ‘Guardian’ recently admitted that much
of what is happening confirms Troisky's theory of the

political revolution!

However a nagging guestion on the minds of many
socialists is whether this will all end up in pro-capitalist

countervevolution. Here

strongly against

PETER THOMPSON argues
defeatist

interpretations of the

unification of Germany, and explores the progressive
potential of the destruction of the Stalinist dictatorships.

THE DEMISE ol the deformed
arl degenerated worker's states
reguires Marxists o re-examing
some of our basic cimeephions.

We have to ask witether there is
anything worth defending in Eastern
Furope, and this means we imust ue-
ravel the dinfectical relationship be-
tween  progressive  and  regressive
aspectz of the Faslem Huropean
societies

As i example of this it i= uselul
to ook at the fate of the GIIR and
the unification of Germany, While
each country 1= different, the GIDR
embodies many classicnl” aspects ol
the deformed workers states

Trotskyists have always mam-
fained that there were two histoncal

prsmbilities fncing the Soviet Linon
anid the nther postcapilalid stales -
cither the resforation of capitalism,
of the revoluticiuy overthrow of the
bureatcracy by the working class,
[edlowed by the establishoent ol
dermocralic soomalism.

From bureaucrats to

capitalists?

In the el scenani, significant
weclions nf the hurcsocracy  would
grasp the opportunities o entich
themesclves and become part of the
new capitalist class. As o matter of
necessity Lhey would strogale for the
destruction ul the bureancracy as the
ruling srsnim

The outcome of these altematives
would be determined partly by the
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natire of the politival [oces present
inside the bureavcricy, But much
more mportiantly it wouid be deter-
miied by the level of woking clnss
conscipumess, and tie abulity of the
working class 1o construcl on edu-
caled anid organised polifical fome 1o
provide a democmtic socialist aller-
Hiative

A mujur problem with the séhema
has always heen thal while it easily
Mtted & drgenenated workers” stale
fike the LISSR. thore wers mayor
problems by sinply ransfeming it to
the deformed workers' states lke the
DR, whers a sovialised economy
had been created simply by the oe-
cupation of the Rel Ammy. Al every
stige the meoves Inwands stalization
of the economy weme decresd by
Stalin, Even if Sishn's decisions
were forced by impenalism, none-
thetess the GDR remuned half 2
country, effecuively under occupa-
Liemi,

Oy the other hand it was also a
state where histoncally the hopes [or
the Left had always been highest
The dream of mvolotonanes {or the
whole of tlus century has been the
establishment of socialism in an ad-
vanced  industnolised,  capitalist
cruntry. i centred on the creation of

R R e ]
“The schema

fitted a
degenerated
workers' state like
the USSR, but
there were major
problems in
simply
transferring it to
the deformed
workers' states
like the GDR,
where a
socialised
economy had
been created
simply by the
occupation of the
Red Arm
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“The single
major obstacle to
world socialist
revolution was
not the Western
media or the
success of US
imperialism, but
the existence of
Stalinism and its
objectively and
subjectively
anti-revolutionary
policies’

Pane 18

u  mvolutionary  German
renme which would come
o the rescue of the
beleagured  Soviet  Undon
and lorm the basis of =
world socinlist onder. Lenin
and Trotsky argned from
day one of the Rossian Oc-
tuber revolution that if Ger-
many did not join them then
socialism in  the Sovief
Union would be doomed.

It inter-war Germany the
working class grew 1o be-
come the largest and polit
cally most advanced in the
world. It was this danger to
the intemational bourgem:ae
which prompted their sup-
port for Hitler and which
culminaied in the Sccond
World War. i

Threwghout the 20 cen
tury the ohjective conditions |
{or socialism have existed i
Germany. The development
of the prisductive forces and

the socialisation of labour yoyging will be an immediate problem for Germany

has been greater than in al-

most any other counfry. However,
the subjective element, the unity and
revolutionay cousclonsness of the
working class, has been  fatally
hampered by those aditional win
enemies, reformist social democracy
and Stalinism,

Socialism discredited

This that when the
pgenerahised slomp of the capiialist
world in the 1930z hrought about so-
cial and political wpheaval in Ger-
many il was the Nazis who were best
able to profit from it. Socialisny was
discredited by the pedfomimnee of the
Social Democraiz (who in 1218-19
putt down the revolution led by the
Spanecists and the TISPDY; and by
the horrors of Stabmism in the Sowviet
Deespite  that, the Social
Nemocrats (SPDY and Communisis
(KPD) emerged as the stromgest
politicul forces in post-war Germany.
In 1945 a great desire exisied within
the rank and file of the 5PD and the
KPD 1o merge and creale o socialist
Germany as soon as poss ble.

The  anti-fascist
which sprung up sponlanecusiy at
the end of the war were hmken up by
Stalin’s: KPD stonges under  the
leadership of Ulbricht, The wnifica-
tion of the two parties was
preveqted. Stalin’spolicy of peaceful
coexistence and agresments with i
peritlism w0 carve the wordd up
meant that Soviet policy in their oo

meant

mon.

committees

e

QL T

cupied zone wag ‘the completion of
the bourpeois revolution of 1848
rather than any moves towards
socinlizng,

Forced wnification of the two
workers' parties and moves towards
establishment of Soviet power in the
GDE only came -a) when the
Stalimists cowld be sure that they
would be in complete command; and
by when 1L was clear that the West
was nol going (o play ball over
reparations. Al every slage il was the
West which determined the state of
play and it was the German working
class who paid the price for geo-
political manipulation.

1953 uprising

Thisenlnunated in 1953 with the
17 June workers' uprising. The
wotkers quickly raised the demand
for German meoanification and  adl-
Gemman elections. This could not be
allowed by the new Soviet leader-
ship. After the amest of Beria in the
USSR the leadership of the SED
{East German CT') was porged in
Favour ol hand-line Stalinistz whoe
would end talk of reunilication and
consolidate  the GDR. Sell-deter-
mination of the workers was subot-
dinated to the slf-preservation of the
bureausracy.

We are now living throuph a new
revalutionary period in which all of
the centainties of the post-war world
have been cast aside by the combiina
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tion of the reforms from abave
. and the conscquent revolutions
wie from below. The question for
Marxists is how this pmcess
will develop and, mom impor-
tant, how can we make i
develop in the direction we
want’?

At a superficial level it ap-
0 il pears that the capitalist restora-
ton scemana 15 the only one
which can win. | arpue srongly
that the developments in easi-
em Europe could lum oot to he
entirely positive, despite ap-
peannces,

The dehate about whether
the developments in Eastcm
Europe are progressive or
regressive  often follows  the

debales

fact s

on Gorbachev., The
that Gorhachevy, al-
though trying to force through
objectively anhi-woddng class
policies, has had to ntroduce
af measures  which  have  im-
measurably  increased  the
capmcily and madiness of the
workers W Dght for their interests,
Mew possibilities

The throwing off of Stalinst
repression in Eastern Europe has also
opened up new  possibilities  for
revolotionary achvity in both Esstern
and Western Europe. There iz ome
fact which should always be bome in
mind when examining the collapse
of one parry mle in the Soviet Union
and Eastemn Bumope: that the single
major obstacle to world socialist
revolution was nol the Western
media or the success of US im-
perlalism, but the existence of
Stalimiym and its objectively and
subjectively anti-revolutionary
policies.,

Imperialism could ouly be so =ue-
cessful hecanze if waz measured
against the tyranny of an sapparently
“socialist’ system. Because of that, it
coold integrate scctors of the work-
g class and ite reformist leaders in
the advanced countries mto “welfare
capitalisn’, whilé memilessly ex-
ploiting the undendeveloped
countrics. This way compounded by
the Smviet burcaucracy having ab-
solutely no interest in promoting
socialist revolution, and doing every-
thing it could to stifle it wordwade.

Stalinist betrayals

Mot socialists should not peed
reminding that the list of defeats in-
flicted on the woiking class by
Stalinist machinabons 15 long and -

same derile course az the.



famous, The collapse of Stalinism
nod ooly mmoves a counter-revole-
tionary obstacle and robs the West of
its ‘favourite cnemy’, It also breaks
up the hioc system which has been
central in the stahilisaton of im-
penalist hegemony in the post-war
world.

The collapse of the ofd word
order is not arbitrary, bot organically
linked to the long word economic
crizis and the reappearance of scrious
inter-imperialist rivalry. This new
ramd of inter-impenalist ovalry is-
suing from genemlised economic
crisiz will make the upheavals of the
first half of this century look like a
garden party. It will bring with it an
SRomMoUs Econemic, focial  and
poliical upheaval — ihe breeding
ground of revolution.

The post-war seitlement was il
upon the cosy relationship between
the Soviet burcancracy and LIS im-
penalism — and the attempted subor-
dination of varowus areas of the
warld 1o this dual hegemony.

The upnxings in Eastern Europe
have broken this world onder. Thos
the revolutions of 1989-%) are far
more fundamental and wide reaching
thian the 1968 events: they are likely
to bave far more damaging conse-
quences for the world system of ex-
ploitation. This is becansze the East
European upheavals come at a tme
aof serious economic crisis for world
capitalissn, and indeed are related to
the effect of that crsis on the
deformed workers” states. The col-
lapse of Stalinist hegemony in the
East also means thal ils restraining
influence over Lhe world working-
class will he diminished socondingly.

Peaceful coexistence

Thus a very profound and sig-
nificant comtmdiction has emerged.
Perestrotka represents a deepening of
peaceiul co-existence and betrayal of
revodution. But on the other hand 1
wl s TEmOvVES much the
buresucracy's matenal ability o im-
pose thal betrayal.  fRevolulionory
movements will now be thrmwn hack
o their own resources and he able (o
act more independently of Moscow
cantrol,

All of the suceessful revolution-
ary transformations mnce 1945 have
laken place aganst the express
desires and orders emanating. from
Moscow. From Yugoslavia to China,
to Viemam, Cubs and Nicamgun -
those tevolutions have succeeded
agains the instructions coming from
Moscow.

The US has recognised the im-
portance of perestroika on a wordd
scale, It =ceks to swilch il attention
away from the ‘Soviel threat’ 1o
upheaval in the thind world, and the
instability caused by rocession in the
West,

In grder to swilch altention else-
where it B8 necessary to give the

green Tight for increazed Ewropean |

covperslion and infegration. Ir has
reduced the importance of the Atlan-
tic Alliance in relation to other 115
global strategic mles. This project is
meeting with some mesistance, not
only within hardline circles in the
US but alsn [rom those forces in
Westem Enrope which see the Atlan
tic connection as the fundamental
political and economic comerstone
of capitalist hepemony,

It is for this reason thal Thatcher
opposed se vehemently any reduc-
tions in defence spending or US
commitment 1o the maintenance of
troops in Westem Burope. 1L was
why she gave such a grudging wel-
come to Crermnan unification (one can
hardly imapine that her objection Lo
unification iz on the basiz tha it
might produce a right wing govern-
ment!). Her realism enabled her ro
see thmugh the short-tem cophona
to the dangers for capital which [ie
aliemd if Western Burnpe drifts out of
US gumirnl.

Obstacle

It iz clear that the major obstacle
to Genman unification since 1945 has
not been the Soviet Union’s desine (o
hold onto the GDR, but the West's
desire to shut oul the possihility of
Soviet-West Eumpean cooperation:
This could have led 1o the swiiching
of European economic dependence
{rom the dollar area to the Sovier
Umion, Bt is this fear which has an:
dempinned the Cocom agreements
{which prevent the export of technol-
ogy to the TIS3R) and has been the
political motvation for all switches
in strategic nulitary relations within
MNato,

When the Bntish  govemment
says that in order for Nato to remain
televant in the 'post-wall em™ il musi
emphasisc its politfeal role, they are
really saying that it must openly ex-
ercise the political mle which it has
always operated coverlly of main-
Ltaining 1¥5 hepemony over Europe.

The unification of Gemany and
Enrope represent potentially entirely
positive  developments, But  this
depends on the nature of the Furmpe
which emerges from this present
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It's the fres markal, not paradizal
perod of lumol And this in tum
depends to spme exienl on the way
whicl socialisty wct, and o the
analy=is witich they have

Crisis key to change.

Muraists have always mamtained
thit the division of the world and the
duil hegemony of the US ond the
UISSE was not immutable — and that
econonus collapss and ensns would
af some stage overlake i We have
always said that tus collupse was a
precondition for real social change
Where we perhaps made 2 mistake
was often tacitly assuminp that the
crisis in the West would come first.
The assumption was often made that
wecould then expon “real sovialism’
to the East by encoursging political
revolution.

It was correct to say thal the na-
fure of revolution in East and YWest
will be dilTerent, in other words, =o-
cial revolution in the West, political
in the Fast. But political revolution
in ithe East always had 1o come
before there was any hope of social
revalution in the Wess,

The Mamust analysis of the dual
erixis of the lmpenalist centres and
the post-capitalist boreaucracies has
now been proved completely cormect.
Far from being the ‘end of history’
and “the final victory of capitalism®,
as the  American  sociologist
Fukuyama has recently contended,
the present collapse in the respective
hegemonics of East and West repre-
sents an wnfreezing of the “locked”
system which came oul of the post-
war order,

Class struggle

The post-war period has been

chiaracterizsed by a division not only

h——._._.—_

“The uprisings in
Eastern Europe
have broken this
world order. Thus
the revolutions of
1989-90 are far
more fundamental
and wide reaching
than the 1968
events; they are
likely to have far
more damaging
consequences for
the world system
of exploitation”
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“To imagine that
the unification
wiil simply be a
simple and
smooth matter of
incorporation,
privatisation and
marketisation
resulting in one
big happy
capitalist German
family is to fail to
understand

nature of the
economic crisis
facing the
Western
economies”

Pane 20

hetween states and socigties bt also
within Lhe working class. In the Easi
the potitical struggle for the develup-
ment of worker's democracy amd
communizm has been held back hy
the weight of the bureaucracy and its
clinging onto 1ts privileged posinon.
That the bumaucscy resisted for
so long and with such repression,
relative to the imperalist centres of
the West, is to he expluned by the
fact that 1o lose contml of the levers
of power in 4 post- capitalist state |s

to lose all access to  material
privileges,
Precissly becanse the

bureaucTacy is Aol o PEOPETY OWRINg
class, bul a pamsitic layer, it must
hold onio administrative control of
socicty. Because the bureaucracy has
itg toots in the satronalised propety
relations of the post-capitalis
societies, it has besn forced 1o do
this in the name of Marxism,
Leninism, socialism - and
munism. It iz precisely rhis empty
rhetorical justification, basing itsell
in socialist phmseology, thal has,
howewver, i tom  discredited
socialism and helped hold back the
class struggle in Western Europe.
Warning light

At every atlempt to introduce
gpcialism in Westem Enrope (and
thers were precious few of those) or
even onticise Western policy, the
response has often heen “hugger off
to the Soviet Union®

Mowhere has this been more so
the case than in West Germany,
where the most powerful and hest or-
ganised working class In Enrope was
reduced to relative passivity and ac-
ceptance of the capialist statns quo
by the presence of the GDE, not ag.a

COTT-

L) & 1 auil II | ) I A ‘-IL" I
r‘Wﬂ .-'ll._.:ﬁl.l‘lwm-“‘
wll]l {l .'f‘,;: )

How fong will It work ? Kohl pursves the volers

beacon bul as a warning lighs
of “socialism’.

The collapse of Stalinism
therelome nllers grest oppor-
tunities 1o revolulionancs, nol
because we have some shstract
and ideatistic atachment 1o na.
tinnal unification bul becanse it
| provides the basis for the ey
of the working olass, Bast and
Wezr

For us the social giestion
d and the progpects Tor furthenng
siwcialist revolubion most al-
ways ciame belone questions ol
national  sel{-defermination
But equally we musl recopnise
that the denial of nalional self-
determinalion can be  the
greatest hindrapce o revolu-
thonary action and bring ahaout
general disillusisnment,

It is m this situation where
workers tend o lum to other, non-
socialist, ‘libemiion’ movements and
the danper of natonal chauviniem in
creases preatly, In the cave of Ger-
muny, therefore, national unification
wits be the tactic bot working-class
unity must be the strategy.

To unagine, as most bourgeois
analysts and commentalors pow do
that the unification will simply bea
simple and smooth matter of incor-
poration, privatisation
markctizalion resulling in one big
happy capitalist German [amily is to
fall to onderstand nature of the
economic crisis facing the Western
ecomomis: Such a view also fmls 1o
grasp the limits the cnsis places on
the whule project af
*recapitalization”; and the resistance
which wall inevitably eome from the
majority of the working class o the
GDR.

The first GDR government col-
lapsed precisely hecouse the process
of unification is not as simple and
unilipear as boorgems commentaions
would have had us believe. They
knew all along that it would cost an
extraordinary amount bat are only
vow beginning to admit . The
workers of the GDR lhave pow
received their firsl tasie ol the realiry
ol promises made in the *free Wes™
Those who predict only demoralisa:
tion and defeat ‘are giving up the
strugpele in wdvance.

The end of the bipolar world and
the relative stability of the “years of
stagnation’ under Brezhnevite and
Keynesian social contracts mcans a
refur to witer-imperiali=e rivalry and
the strugple for scance resources and

and

chesp lubxrir,
A new pre-war period?

In this sense 199 marks A reiim
not o 1945 and o pew "Marshall
Plan® lor Eastern Europe provided by
i hegemonie US, but 4 relum o
1925, when the strupple betwesn
centres ol imiperaliam =13
‘Lebensranm”  (hiving  space) o
Esstemn Bomope ended 1 the bor
bhariem of the Second World War
The real danger is that the end of the
post-war pergd actunlly marks the
heginning of a pre-war perind.

The events in Germany smee -
tober last vear and the mevitable
reunifcation of Germany bring all of
ihe mmsues | baye mentioned above
back on o the agenda. In contmdiz
tinction to Fokuyama's mecent con-
lention that history has now ended,
the mvalutons in Ceniral and
Enstern Eurmpe show that it is jost
gefting going again dller the long in
terregnumy . of  the
stagnation”.

The course that history wll take
will be determined by the course of
thoee revolutions and, =5 we hove
seen, the course of those mevolutions
will be determined by the quality of
the leadership of those popuolar
MW eTHE NS,

The main dasger for homanky 1
that the lessons of the last period of
concerted nler-impenalist  elvalry
kave not heen learmt and that the -

"years  of

temational  bourgenisie will onee
again  repch for some Torm of
militaristic, -aothontapan or even

semi-fascist means (o eimpose con-
tral and hold dows a eovigorated
workers” movernent. If the left were
to enter thiy new penod as divided
and wnprepared as it was in 1925

then that danper will agam  be
realised.
The  allematives  are sl

*socialism or barbansm’, the latter
having just as great il not greater
potentiality than the former. The
only way to aveid that lale 18 to
deepen the Night [or socalban — at o
time when the death of Stalisdsm and
the cnsis of ympenelisl capitalism
opens up pew revolulienary oppor
Munities;

Thiz Is nei the time [or socidlists
o back down from the struggle in
the name of ‘new reahism’. The only
new realism we shnuld recognise is
the realism of materialist analysis
and revolutionary action,

® Peter Thompson writes for
Fabour Focus on Eastern Europe
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Chinese economy

in a shambles

In the past few months, party and state leaders in Beijing have disagreed on
whether “the most difficult period in China's economic situation” is over or not.
On June 25, Wang Binggian, Minister of Finance, announced that “China’s
national economy has basically passed the most difficult stage.”

But on September 3, Zhou Jiahua, Director of the State Planning Commission,
that; “We are overcoming the most difficult period in the economy”.

None of the Chinese leaders has explained when this "difficult penod” started.
In fact, it has only been since June this year that such difficulty has been
admitted, reports ZHANG KAl of the Hong Kong October Review group,

THE FIFTH Plenary session of the Pary
Central Commutlee in November 1989,
appealed 1o the people o undergo
“several more vears of hardship™

The situation detenored fenler we the
following months, and o Janmary this year,
the bopreapcrocy was compelled o pelease 360
billion yman of credits. By the end of May, the
ercdit halance of all banks was 1,279 billiong
yinn, which was 283 billion yuan more than
the arpount i the same periodd lasr year By
the end ot July. the credit balance of the bank=
wis 1315 billior yuan, wineh was 742 bl

Tiomy yuan more than the swne perod lnst vear, |

Apparently, the policy of tightening coedit had
pone ankmpt

Unprecedented overstocks

The murket parchasing power had nof Te-
started 0 mespedise tooan influx of eapital
“The overstocking s been affecting mjos
sectors including Fght indostry, electrical en
wineering, texgtiles, construction matedals, and
even ealended to raw maolensis and fuels
which in the past liad heen'm high demiand
(China News Setvice, Angust 310

The- stuation has aggeavated to the stape
of “the more the prodoction, the more the
LlL'rr:-;[-;l(_'kju;g". Econpmie Reference, Jul) 23,
pointed out that it was starthing thal the rise in
prisduction ol raw maledals such steel, lum-
ber, conl amil cement coexisted with their
averstocking. From January (o May thisyear,
MW ol increazed steel produced was stock-
piled ax was ever onc-tlrd of the jpcreased
conth presfuced

The rural murket wis woeak: panily due 30 o
dechine i the real wwome of he peasany:
there was o dropoin the sale of aprculiul
stdehine products; the per copata cash income:
ol the RO mullum peasanis i 1989 dropped
13% over the previeus year, and it was ex
trwated that Tor Il fiest hall of 19940, ot
dropped 2% over e same period in 1989,

Even
denrand and shorage in the past, suffared
frony. oversiocking. Up to the end of June,
overstocked chemical fertiliser products rose

chemical feniliser, so much

3T times ever 0 vens ago. (ite @ nomber of
emal] chemical fertiser enterprses have been
forced o siop or mduce m producien. The
muaor reason [or thear relarded sale was 8 glut
of groin imsome egions, bringing a fall in the
prive, anid peasants educed the use of cliemi
el fertilizers: (Prople” o Maily, Aupnst 299
Prevalence of ‘triangle debis’

The mfuszal of emtorprises ta clear ther
payients of goods with other enterprises has
cansed a grave sifustion, amd @ is caimated
that the =am amcunis o0 a2 mach as 200 hil-
bon ywan. This s equivalent o over T of
the tad revenue for the whole country n
tusd. This defaalt in payment ohstrocts capl
tal twmover, and many enterprises now lwk
the circulsting fonds for pupchase of mw
malerials, The dector of e People™s Bank,
Ly Cnminaan, sadd that “some enterprises justily
their defaull in payvment by saying that this
will being them the opiimnm efficicney,”
(Feaples Daily, July 1)

A new high in unemployment

Youmn Chongwu, Minister of |ahoor, amid
that since Iasd year, “the contradicuon in the
spply and depsand of labonr power has been
very acole, and this vear, those waiting fora-
rangement of work oty 11 milhon™ (New
Ching Mews Apency, Angost 25)

e excese smipply of labour power in the
cities 15 mow Hie lighest i the L ten years,

Huge deficits of state-owned

enterprises
The extent and amonat of deficis of state-
mwncd enterprises ane growing overy year
Aq_'r_'rwdintl: 1o olficial ﬁgnrcﬂ givcn nn the
srtualism m ]_"ll:"n'i.l_lll‘r Yoars, aboa) 15% nf state
owned eoalerpiises tan on & delicil, an 1987,
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the amount of deficil ncreased 4.6% oves
I980; in 1988, the Increise was 26067, The
1989 smtistival commuonigue guite extror-
dinarly bypassed the situatica,

The China Mews Agency reported from
Beijing on August MY that for the firss hadl of
1900, 33% of all enlerprises were running af g
deficit. Wea Hud Bae. on August 28, meported
that "ol present, 40% of hg and medium
enterprises throughout (he country are operat-
ing af a-deficat”, Zhiou Jiahu's meport to the
Standing Commitise of the Natonal People’s
Cromgress on Septeniber 3 pointed out that the
totil deficit of stale-wwied enterprises for
Tapwary 1o July this year wie 1509 hillion
yuan, an increase of ML1% over a year earlier,

Increased subsidies

State subsidic: on enlerprises with deflicits
wore increasing every year, from 375 billion
yuanc i 1987, to 445 billon in |28R, o 59.9
Willion i 198390 Tt 8 even mom scnons tlis
vear, judging from the bicreased deficits of
the entemnises.

Al the same tme, unpad laxes  from
anterprises’ already amount o 1R hillion
yuan for the first seven months (his year, Jin
B, Director ol i Stale Taxation Burean,
st oo September 5 that there bod been a
sham increase n non payment of lages (in-
cluding customa tax and indnstrigd and com-
mercial taxes), and this was aleealy over 20
hillinn yuan

The ahiwe prothlems and difficulties wers
hinost dngaevedented i the past 40 years.
They arc guite different i oatuge foom (e
throe years of fanvine in the carly 196ik.

How the bureaucracy

“stimulates the market”

Avoupline W the mpon by e Clima
Mews Servive [vom Bédiing on Aogust 14, the
suthorities would adopt theee measuresin the
second hall of T9H) o “stonobate e marker

& To appropriately” nelay contood over e
purchasing power of estiloines, wud allow
the purchase of modermsed ollice facilities
with prblic funds: some umils or guest-hoesey
reluted 19 foreigners ane elighle for the por-
chase of guillry consumption gomds such as
casloar TV K,

® To direct enterprises and oniis 1o shan
don old cars and to boy new ones - m onder to
teduce the oversiocking incar factones;

® To ‘appropaately’ moerense fimed capital
investments: Two vewrs ago, soch wvestnents
wete soverely suppressed, and the constre-
tivpn of villag or guest hovses was gither halted
or oslowed down in order (o olleviate the
shirlage of constmiction maolermals noe that
the lotter ane overstocked, the restraings are
[ifred

The dmiplementation of
would  mean
burcauerats o more miaterial privileges mthes
Bureavwrats coald con-
fimue all thei ‘legal’ prvileges, For the ond-

theze  three

MrCanures cneoiiang  the
than curhing them

nary folk, life continges o be one of huedship
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Socialist Outiook and Labour

Briefing - a

For several wyears now,
Socialist  Outlook  sup-
porters have been a major
part of the support for
Labour Brigfing. Al the
Brigfing AGM on Novem-
ber 11, the two parted

Since the change from o
monthly to a formightly ar the
beginning of 1987, Briefing
has attempted  to address
wider tuggles in the onions,
Pall Tax campaign=, cic, a8
well a5 the imtemnal stuggles
in the Labour Party. This was
o meogmbon both of the
decline of the Lubwowr left and
of the need for socialisis o
provide answers to militants
bevond this miliew,

During  this period we
have also seen the develop-
ment of the Socialist Move-
ment and, associated with ir,
Women for Secialism, the
Socialist  Movemient Trade
Union Committee, Labour Party Socialists
and the Red-Green Network, Both Briefing
and Soctalisl Cutlock supporiers: have wsl-
comed and been nvolved in building these
important initiatives.

For the past year, the Socialist Movement
has been discussing whether it shoold produce
a newspaper 1o further these developments,
Socralizt Curleok supponers have argued that
such a poper is necessary if the potential al-
ready shown by LPS and the SMTUC is to be
built o0, and have argued for such 2 paper to
be campalgning, democratically mun, with a
clear onentation to the lahour movement, in
eluding a call to “vote Lahour” in the coming
General Election

Oithers involved in Briefing indtially ngreed
with ns that such a development woild be
positive in farthering the building of an op
position to new realism across the labour
movement. Indeed, at a Brigfing Readers,
Writers and Sellers meeting in July, it was
commion ground that this should be fought for

Huoweover, whale Spviafist Outlosk  sup-
porters argued thal a suecessiul mulcome Lo
such & development would pose the question
of whether continuing to produce Brigfing
wionld be a viable option, it became clear that
other Briefing supponters wanted to maintain
Brigfing regardless. They refused to recognlse
that a Socialist Movement paper which aimed,

amongst other things, to build Labour Pary ‘
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Socialists, would be competing with Brisfing
at a time when its sales were already falling.

This developmg divergence produced s
erias over the summer when soine of those m-
volved in Hriefing declared that they were
going 1o prodoce 3 ‘new’ monthly Brigfing
from the new year come whal may, and that
they hnd already decided in advance that the
Socialist Movement Maper woold not fulfif
their criteria and hoad given up the fight for
them.

This anitude was shown in a resolution
tahled by some Bviefing sopporters at the
reoenl Labour Party Socialiste AGM, Rather
than laking the positive approach of arguing
for a Socialist Movement paper of a particulas
kind, including & clear call tn “vote Labour”,
in an only oblique reference to the paper. they
argued that “this ohjective [of securing the
highest possible vote for labour in every par-
limmentary constituency] will be reflected
all public lnitiatives undertaken, sponsomd or
supported by Labowr Pamy Socialists™, 'This
negative approach did nol even pretend to
stem from o view of what LPS should be
poshing for.

In the course of these dehates, some Brief:
iag supporiers have nol heen averse to mis:
representing the posttion in the  Socialist
Movement. 5o far, the Socialism Movement
Cheganising Committee has had oaly a prelimi-
nury discussion of what ‘line” it should take in
the Geneml Election, with no decision reached

_st_atement
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Wayna Fdglnglon
nther than o continue the discussion, though
the Socialist Movement Officers have come
out for the “vore Labour” position. This has
oot stopped some Brisfing supporiers olaim-
ing that the Socialist Movement has decided
oot 1o call for o Labour vote. This i not only
untrue, hut also sces a debate as copcluded
which Socafie Ouileck 15 committed to
rezing through. not least through Labour Pasty
Socialists input inte the debale Yoo 1o listen 1o
some. Brigfing supporters, you would not
realise that LPS iz an integral pan of the
Socialist Movement, or that they are con-
nected in any way.

Dhfferent proposals al the Briefing AGM
showed the difference in approach. Socialist
Olutlook supporters who had been on the
Brigfing Editorial Board pui forwand a resalu-
tion o confirm the decision taken n July to
argue for & campuigning Socialist Movement
paper and assess the viability of continning
Briefing when it appeared. Other Briefing
supporters voled against this and supported a
resolution o launch a ‘new monthly” Briefing
from the new year.

The discuzsion at the AGM showed not
jusl a differenee over the possible continped
production {and frequency) of Brigfing, bot
also of political perspective. Several speakers,
ineluding the mover of 2 successful resolution,
meade it clear that they had never been con-
vinced of the comectness of the chunge to #
fortnightly Briefing which atempted to relate
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to wider struggles, and welcomed the oppor-
lunily fo rever 1o a monthly, appropriste (o the
rhythm of Laboour Party mestings. They also
made it clear that, for them, the 'twin-track”
stralegy consizts primarily of telling those in
struggle that they need o come into the
Labour Marty.

It has been claimied by some Briefing sup-
porters that Socialist Outlock is encooraging
people to desert the fight in the Labour Party.
Thiz is untroe. We continue to see the struggle
in the Labour Party as an essential element of
# socialiet strategy, and are as commitied as
Briefing supporters to building LPS as the
fighting opposition to new realism in the LP
and to bringlng in new militants to join that
fight Howsver, unlike those who intend fo
launch the ‘new’ Brieftny, Sccialist Quilook
believes socialisty have a duty to provide an
overall perspective and stretegy for militants,
of which the struggle in the Laboor Pamty is
only a part —if an essential one.

This is not & matter of whether individuals
are active in their unions, anti-Poll Tax groups,
women's groops or whatever, bul whether
they {and the newspaper they support) argoe a
political and organisatonal way forward for
these stupgles.

This cannol be simply reduced to an oren-
tation to the Labour Party as the Briefing sup-
porters argue. It also involves providing tacti-
cal answers in straggles, and strategic answers,
such as the type of opposition which needs to
be built in the unions — and beginning the task
of building it. The strategy of the Brigfing sup-
porters is at best only hali a strategy, and a
one-sided one at that, not to be excuzsed by
claims to be "hending the stick”.

To bolster this one-sided emphasis on the

siriggle in the Labour Party, some Brigfing
supporiers have taken to denying reality, To
reongmise that the Lefi in the Labour Party iz at
present very weak, as Sovialio Outlook does,
is not 1o provide an cxcose for ‘opting out”,
but 1o reach a realistic assessment of the tasks
we face and to undertake them without over-
bluwn claims to & strength we do not have

In additon to building Labour Pamy
Socialists as the nucleus of a new lelt opposi-
tion in the Pary which can stand op to the
political and organizational tasks ahead, it also
involves a recognilion that such a left will not
be rebuill by a simple emphasiz on the struggle
in the Party, bul by showing activists that it is
pant of o wider strategy.

Previous examples of the prowth of the
Lahour left, such as from 1974, show how its
resurgence is likely to lag behind, rather then
precede  militant struggles. To concentrate
overwhelmingly on the intemal struggle in the
Party, using a= = premise @ denial of the weak-
ness of the Lefl, i8 to refuse w face the fact
that this can only lead o & farther ghettsiza-

| vion of the left, merely leading to the

demoralisation of these who are exhored o
engage in continning trench warfare with the
nght. A serous approach lo rebuilding the
Labour left has to recognise the importance of
olher struggles in this,

Their attitude to the Socialid Movement
paper is also, at mol, a conscrvative one.
Socialists worthy of the name are always look-
ing to widen the field of those they can engage
in dialogue and anempi to convince of their
ideas. Yet the attitude of many Brigfing sup-
poriers is o deride the political ‘broadness’ of
the Socialist Movement, rather than see thiz as
an opportunity.

Rather than a *new’ Briefing, the comradss
wish to retreat 1o what they sce as the heyday
of Brigfing in the eardy 1980k - a very dif.
ferent perind for the Labour lefi to the ane we
are in now. Il will reven o being the “in-house
Jourmal” of the Labour left, even if it has some
reportage of frade union and anti-Poll Tax
strugples, They have made it clear that 1o be
involved yom have in make a long term com-
ntitiient to this formnl. Socialise Qutlook sup-
porers could not participate on the basis of
boilding Briefing until we make an assessment
of the Socialist Mavement paper. Furthermore
it has been made explicit that those associated
with other joumals are oot wanted. For all
theae reasons, Socialist Ouwlfook will not be
supporting the "relaunchied’ Briefing

Socialist Owlock supporters had arpucd
that the Briefing corrent should have s major
input into the Socialist Movement puper. In
this context, the Soctafisi Cwrfook Editorial
Board had bepun to examine the poaibilities of
chenging the formal and frequency of wur
magarine. Some Brisfing suppotiers have ar-
gued that we wanted (o close Briefing (o muke
roemm for developing our own publication,
rather then developing it o fit in to the
Socialist Movement dyythim. This i not true —
we could have developed Socralisr ook to
fir into the Briefing rhythm at sny time.

Socialist Owlonk takes no pleasore from
the break with Briefing and with comrades
with whom we have worked closely for
several years. We hope to continoe to work
with them in Labour Pary Socialists and the
Labour Pary, both nationally and locally, as
well s in other areas of work where we are
both active.
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EVETY yEars.
The experience of millions of people is that:

without property we have no rights
rucial and sexpal discrimination persist

movermnent.
The Conventinn for Dem:

Plenary/workshop sessions will focus on:
included,
what socialists mean by democratic rights.

Convention.

the ways stale structures work politically, economically and

Convention for Democracy
12-13 January 1991
Lambeth Town Hall

The words “freedony’, "democracy’, "nights’ have been hijacked. We are told that we have personal and political libentes. They floursh in the
‘markel economy” which is the best and only system in w{

We are told that liberty and democracy are simply individual nghts: consumer choice, property rights, squality before the Taw, the right to vote

lich human rights are guarantesd

under the power of the market vital personal, collective and politcal rights are ineitably denied

trins-nations! companies and collusion by govemnments suffocate out struggles for seIf determination, a clean, sate environment and freedom of

r will enable socialists to meet together to anilyse these ahoses and 1o explore the strategies and tactics needed
to develop the struggle for socialist democratic rights,

foms of appression of individuals snd collectives, nperating outside stute structures,

('-illﬂi‘lﬂ-i'gﬂ workshops on different strugples for socialist democratic rights will explore ways we can build links and work together after the

For further information contact: Convention for Democracy, 3 King Henry's Yard, Barratts Grove, London N16 BAP

ideologically to deny us our Aghts. Implications for the local state and EEC will be
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b A SR TR Al - 1 e e
Ireland & 1992: another fine

mess for the Tories

David Coen

Muany elements in lreland, not §
just patiomahists oot also
unomsts, are coming rourd to
the view that the solution is
one of economic, but not
necessarily politcal, umon ax
a region of the EEC. For that
i work however reguires a
loosening o oot just
economic but also political
tics with Brimin. There is a
more than evens chance that
such a solution will be op-
posed by a sigmificani section
of the Conscrvative Party.
Charles  Haughey's
Fail Parly in the 26 couniies hus
traditionally got its stpport Trom
three  different, often opposing
forces. Firstly, from the small
farmers, atiracted by the ewly
{ard very limited) commitment Lo
lend  redistribution: accondly,
frm the small busincss people
who pgained from Fianna Foil's
impott restnctions and  “go il
alone”  economic  policies  he-

Franna *

fween coming t power in 1932
and 195% and thind, and nyost im-
portantly, from the working class
won vver by a combination of job
creation and puhlic spending.
Even when Fianna Fail under
Sean Lemass shandenied the old
Sinn Pein self-suiliciency policy
in 1958 and apened the economy
to forcign capiral, it managed o
retain its base, itd appedl derving from its
uhility to defiver jobs and 1o increase stale
spending. as against Fine Gacl's “balance the
books” approach. At the same lime, it
managed 1o plagate its traditional roral and

small business support by combining A con-
sepvative Catholic popielism with careful dis
tributinn of state jobs and bensfits 1o s awn
SUpponeTs.

Its claim to republicanism rested mainky on
the potion that the best mote owards unity
was o make the 26 counbes atftraclive S0 as o
wenn the uninnists away from the Baitish wel-
fare sale. Thiz  modemesation nl
republicansm around hread and butter issues
seemed imibally to be having soine success
when in 1963, the Marthern Insh Prime Min
ster (3 Meill metl with Lemiass in Dablin. The
Murthem cconomy, which dependsd hisavily
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Fianna Fail has always i'l'ed its nationalism

on military spending was fecling the chill
winds of recession as Britain polled back “cast
of Suer™.

Foreign investment, the changing paltems
nf trade, and enfry to the EEC i 1972 meant a
grudual lessening of dependence on Britain,
Republicanism for Flanna Fail moztly heen a
muolter of shifting the scdnomy out from under
the shadow of Bntamn, & polcy which ap
pealed especially to the farmers wha lell ag
grieved by the cheap food policy of the

Botish. b alse provided o helpful Now ol
funds  (especially  through  the  Common
—"‘._E'riuui_luld_l (KNI Yo the Fianna il

Government Troam 1977, when spending rn
way shend of the ability of wage camers o
pav for it through Laxation,

Steangely Tora panty that has plways mm-
peted 113 nabonatism, 310Wes Bl the ernaton ol
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Eamonr ('DwyerRepot (he

soversignty as a resull of
jomning the EEC which even-
mally  =plit- i
wouldn't tax (armers who
were doing: well from the
pust-EEC boom up to the late
197 =, and it couldn’t tax the
mdtinationals — after all, low
tax rates were one of the ol-
tractioqs of investment in the
Soutli: the Fanna Fail
government found itsell with
a growing debt problem. Pan

Because ol

of the mason lor the debi was
the muhmidy 1o mulii-natiohal
capital in e allempt o win
and keep vestment. By the
early 1980s, the Free State’s
debt per capita was among
the highest i the world,

Des Malley  and  the
others who lefi Fianna Ful 1o
fovrm the Progressive
Demovrts (now back b an
uneasy coalilion with Fianna
Fail) did s becsuse of lhe
Mnancial  freesponsthility of
Haughey's
There were alsn differcnces
with Haughey over divorce,
contracephon and parbcularly
Havghey's tendency, espe-
cially when o of power, to
play the nationalist card.

There is very hnle dis-
agreement among the mling
class in the 26 Countics. on

By STmmEni

guestion of Ewmpoan
unity. The old muling class,
based on the large landowners and the banks,
are heavily in favour of free tude. They were
anyway never very commitied Lo the rdea that
capitalism in Irelsnd could survive wathoat
heing clients in one way or another of the
Brtish, and are now guite happy as clients of
the EEC. The large landowners i particalar
huve pained disproportionately from the Com
mon Agrculiutl Policy. Tr i a hir ironical
that they wre nmong the fiercea proponents of
free trude and the need 1o end subsidies.
Despite the undty over the EEC, and the
fact that the split in Fianua Fail was over debt
and ismuey such as divorce and contraception,
thers b5 mevedheless a senons sphit i the
Srmthern ruling ¢lass on the national question.
The hitter divisions which pave nae o fhe
Lenihan affair arise malnly fron Fianna Fail's




attitude to Lhie North.

Despite Houghey's betrayal of the Hunger
Strikers, his implenientation of the Anglo-Insh
Agreement and his suppor for extradition, a
suhstanbial section of the ruling class considers
ham to have a "Mowed pedigree”, that is he
cannol be trusted not to by to whip up
nutionalisl sentiment for his own ends (The
ornginal charge against him was thar he at-
templed while 2 Govermnment Minister in 1969
to import amms for the IRA * he was ac-
quitted).

The “flawed pedigree” argument surfaced
again i the Presidentinl election. Haughey
was lomeed by his Coalition parners,
the Pmogressive Democmts (D), to
sk hin Depuly, Minister for Delence
and long fime associate, Brian Lenihan,
for heing eoonomical with the truth.
{Ramely doessellless loyully 1o the party
require voding for your own dismissal
a5 Lenihan, in effect, did!) Bot the dis
pute goes far beyond the PIVs claims
about low standards o high places. It
his much more to do with the political
dirdction of pulitics in the South, and
the threal posed by any
netionalizm in Fuanna Fail (o the project

residual

of the mling class.

Despite the officisl rewniting of his-
tory and the down-playing of anything
anfi-British (thers is to be no official W
celebration of the 75th soniverspry of
the 1916 Rising), the miling class fears
that economic crdsis coold stir wup
nationalist seatiment and #rengthen the
Repoblicans, whosare identified as the
main theeat to the ruling class; nonth
and sonth,

This is why Finc Gael, while
dencuncing new president Mary Robin
son for having the support of a “revola
tinnary socialist party” (helicve it or
not, the Workers Party!y  was happy to
nagmi:tl'e croad voting with her (o try o keerp
Lenthan and Fianna Fail out. Apd thiz iz the
dilemma for the lefi m Ireland. Robinson
deserves support because of her defence of
women's: rights  ineloding  contraception,
divoree and abortion. However, she esigned
Frem the Labour Party over her right-wing ob-
jectinns (o the Anglo lrsh Agreement and she
supports the removal of Articles 2 and 3 from
the 26 Counties’ Conslitution hecause they
threaten the Unionists.

Though Robinson denies she will be part of
it, a referendum to remove Aricles 2 and 3 of
the Constitution {which asser that the national
territory comprises all 32 counties) could be
the next step for the the mling class, OF course
the tming of this refermndum would have 1o
take into account a wider range of dsses than
simply the difficuloes it could canse Fianna
Fail and it is hard 10 s 11 1aking place cutside
of a new artempt at a Batish settlement in the
Norih. Defear in thiz referendum would none-

theless he a massive blow to the republicans.

In May of this year, Hiughey, as President
of the EEC Council was well received by an
Institute: of Directors Conference in Belfast,
this despite Unionist complaints abont exiradi-
tiony decisions in the Dublin Courts and a
demonsimtion pulside led by lan Pasley.
Huughey's speech was on the benefits of a
unified approach o economic problems, North
and South.

Professional optimists like the SDLM=
John Hume geek to camy this further, arguing
that Buropean economic and political integra-
tinn should allow preater reégional autonomy,

New Irish presidant , Mary R

Adter 1992, the border will anyway disappeas
as an' economic frontier; all that will remain is
the 200 mile line of Brinsh Armmy watch-
Towers,

The whole question of whether a “setile-
menl” of the Insh pmhlem can be achieved
within the EEC is howover closely bed to
Brtish politics and particutarly 1o the debate
within the Tory party.

Ireband, was the sounce of one of the mijor
divisions in the Party in the [9%h century. The
other was on trude, centred on the repeal of the
Com Laws. It looks like we are now seeing a
third split, potentially as damaging, over
European uninn.

Few but the most naive {and least of all
those wha have first hand experence of the
British, or any nther, empire) helieve that the

reasons (or the Botish remaming in freland
s anything e do with "peacekeeping™. On
the contrary, the British are expert In fostering
intemal divisiong in order to divide and mle.
However, some seclions of the left make the
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misieke of irying to explain the British
presence simply in economic terms, when the
real reasons are o bt more complex. For the
Bnitish to withdrmaw from Treland in any condi-
tinns shor of o massive and ﬂ'imm-g:i'lgnlng
deleal of the natlonalists would have devastal-
ing effects on British politics — not just the
kind of

effects on the Ponuguese of withdrawal
from Mozambique and Angola, which were
mastly the resull of military defeat, bat a tear-
ing of the whole political [abre of the British
State witich goes hack (o the incorporation of
Ireland and Scotland in the Tate 18 ey,

Thatcher's anb-EEC rhetoric and
pro-Unionist attiludes were all of a
piece. To contemplate breaking the
Unitm {and here you can include
aso  Scotland  and  Wales) hy
Eurvpean  political union, or the
break up of the United Kingdom i
simply  untlinkable, She  has
descnibed hersell a5 a Unionist. Ap-
parently against her instincts, she
was. prevailed wpon to sign the
Anglo-Insh Agreement in 1985, And
this was only an attemipt to stem the
Influemee ol Sinn Fein.

Brooke's “malks abow talks”
wlitch have dragged on vver the past
mumthr are likely to stall once again
an the guestion of whether o
“foreign . povernment” — the 26
Counnes;, can have & say in the
political stroctores of part of the UK.

With the stagiation of Sinn
Fein'= suppor, thete is lexs pressure
on the Brtish to meet even the minj-
mal condifions on participation pul
furward by Dublin

Moves: toward even economic
unity in Ircland, like the geneml
progress coononue  and
political unien within the EEC, threaten the
dismemberment of the Briish State. What
makes the problem in lrefand partcaiardy

twards

deute [ the Tores s sandpaint is that many
elements in Ireland, not just nationalists but
also umiomists, are coming; ound to the view
that the solution is one of economic. but not
necessaly political, union as a region of the
EEC, For that to work however requires a
loosening of not just economic but also politi.
cal ties with Britain, There iz a more than
evens chance that such a solution will be op-
posed by s sipnificant section of the Conserva-
tive Party.

Making cencessions on Ireland or politcal
union in the EEC would nsk a meltdown at the
core’ of the Bntish muling class, though the
ecomomic case for both is strong from the
standpoint of big capital, if not nstional
capitalism.
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DEEEEEER SRR
h drug

How bosses

Until the Gulf war pushed it to

the sidelines, the ‘war against
drugs' was a high profile US policy
inLatin America. Both the Colom-
hian government and the
imperialist war-monger Bush have
been trying to sell the idea that the
fundamental political situation in
the country is a struggle between
drug-traffickers and government
institutions. But as Colombian
socialist DANTEL LIBREROS told
Socialist OQutlook, the real story is
very different.
Far from being engaged in an all-oul war
aguinst the evils of drup-trallicking, the
iraditional bourgepisie are deeply impli-
cated m the drugs trade. Tn reality the
process of capital accomulation could not
oceur in Colombia wathout the revenue
from trafficking,

This happens al two levels, Ar the stale
level, the bourpeoisie esinhlished 5 law within
the offivial bank sector which the journalists in
Colombin call the Sindster Window, This al-
lows e dmg-traffickers 1o go and officially
change the mmey that they get from their
trude, Thiz explains why Colombia has less
foriegn debt than other Latin  American
counlnes.

In 1988 when there was an intemational
pact that led to a drop in the price of coffee -
Colombia’ main exper — the counlry was af-
fected dramatically. The export of coffee wenl
dowy o 53,000 million in 1988 — bt the
momey from drugs went up to 54,000 million -

up Wi

|

e

Polica publicly burn confiscated cocaine while co-operating with the Iratfickers

S0 million more U the main cash cmp
export

At the leyel of the private sector, there ds 4
relationship betweey the traditional capitalists
and the drug exporting capilalists wl the level
of transport, banking, commerce aud indnstry
To pyve one example, aller the azzazzinabion
of Galan, the leading presidential candidate of
the Liberul Parmy, the govemment began a
period of mepression agsnsl the traffickers
[oudsny om the West goast vidoally disap-
peared, confirming the role of the trallickers in
the tounst trade: in fact they owned most of
the hotels

At the level of the dtare oo there is clear
co-operation belween the army and the drg-

times better than legal farming.

of production and sale of the drug.

owners, and professionals process It.

to buy In 25 ysars.

The drug industry

The best cocalne is grown in Peru, Bolivia and Colombla, in that orderof
guality. The fallure of the bourgecis-controlied agrarian reform in all of these
countries forces over a milflon peasants to grow a crop that pays up toten

Although 20 per cent of the crop Is grown In Paru and Bolivia, 75 per cent
Is processed In Colombia by criminal cartels which control the whole process

The proceeds from the drug trade are staggering. §1 milllon of cocaine
produced In Colombia will fetch $5 miillon In the USA.

500,000 live from the trade In Colombla - B percent of the economically ac-
tive population. In Belivia it Is 450,000 (15 per cant), and Per 400,000.
Peasnts grow It, lumpen elements transport and protect the trade and Its

The waalth of these mafiosi Is beyond accurate calculation. Betwean them
the cartels have purchased one milllen hectares of land as investments -
more than tha Colombian state agrarlan reform project INCORA has managed

When the cartels offered to pay off Colombia's entire forelgn debl, them
standing at $18 billlon, this was entirely consistent with their known assais,
making them the most powerful financial sector of the bourgeolsie,
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irafflekers in lemms ol suppressing the mass
mevement. Certam areas of the country are
coptrofled by the amy and the para-militeries
and you will find cemetenes where the y dump
the bodies of leaders snd astivists {rom the
mass povement. You mught find 20 or 30
hedies 4 month in these cemeleries. To enter
these zones — for example one is op the
Panamanian bonler — vou peed military per-
mils. The people whi live in lhese zones live
o report Lo the military every day.

Another qich zone 15 on the border wath
Veneruele Nusiis 8 very important agncul-
tural area. [b o1 very nch becanse the muin
rver in Colombia, the Magdalemn, uns
through i, Two yedrs ago tea judges wenl o
nvestigate human nghts vielanions in the
zarite; G wore assassimated, il only one
purvived. This judee was able to identify the
killers they wens militiry officials, As a reslt
of this 8 general was broogln o jostice, His
response: was W osay! L don't koow why
you're putting me on tnal — m just obeying
orders.”

It"s not jusl the srmy and the stule who e
comected to dmog-trafficking, bul alw the
political pasties. One example will give o good
{Ustiation. Slevi, who was one of the trads-
tiopal Liberal politiciang on the Atlantic cnast,
hod hie visa to enter the USA ssspended.
When jonrmalists asked b why, he said: )
don'l know why they're going for me - 'm
past the sarne as every apc else.”

Annther example is Barco, the Coliymbian
president, who would wse semplanes belong-
ing o dmg-lmflickers when he was elee-
temeering, and would stay in thetr hotels. 1 i
widely known that the traditionad beourgenis
parties dre linked to drug-trafTicking,
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Thes is alse true for the Cathiolic hierarchy,
whiy play o very imporant role In sefting
idenlomieal standards for the people. We must
talk about the hisruchy of the Chunch hecause
in Colombin, a5 is the case throughout Latin
America, there is 2 radical christion tradition
within the mass movement,

People may ask why the dmg traffickers
killed Galan. Why are thers these conflicts and
contrpdictions  between  the dnop-traffickers
and the. traditional bourpeoisie? The explana-
tion has two levels. One level is cconomic,
stetmoing from the pressure from the USA
becanse of the effects of drug addiction there.
This has been talked aboul publicly in the
Amencan press. Bul the political reason 15
more important, Bush hes changed the tradi-
tional pretext for Amerdcan intervention in

ratlies than the other way réund.

The drug-trafTickers had their own huge in-
stitutional military structure and they made in-
disuniminate artacks in order to create public
termir wnd recoup what they had lost. The
weakdess in the govermment was shown by
the facr that just one month after the tsswasing-
tinn of Galan — the most important bourgenia
fgure of the time — Lopes, the Liberal Party
bz, made a public speech to all the heads of
the prvate sector in which he said it was
‘madricss’ (o continue the war againgt dug-
tmafficking: * Why are we varrying ot this
war for the USA when they are cutting the
price of our coffee exports?"

When the govemment renewed their ks
with the traflickers the military chief of one of

the drug curtels in Medellin was killed. Jour- |

capitalist system - it is one of the most
profitable arcas they have. | feel thu people
should  be  denounving  this agpect  of
vapitalism with morne vigour

Ly the mass sovial moventent the biggest
problem that we face is that the left wing
struggle §5 far more  powerful in  the
countryside than it 15 in the towns, This is be
cause 1 the comntryside the struggle is VETY
much a defenmve stroggle against the pars-
militaries, This allows for the politiciaation of
the peasants. In the cities there hes been no
recent history of mass struggle. The state
slructures are strmmper and the mass move-
menl mare divided Ther is a tradition of de-
politicisanon consciously encoumged by the
bourgeoisie.

There s legislation that says that fmde

Latin America. The reason they use now
is tocombal drug-trafficking.

This follows on from the changes in
Eastem Europe and the fall of the Berlin
Wall. Bush made & speech a meomth
before he took office in which he ‘zaid
the big problem in Latin Amenca now 15
the fight ayanst drug-traflicking and no

The slaughter

Murder is now the commonest form of death
for males aged batween 15 and 40. Colombla
has the highest homicide rate in the world for a
nation not at war - over 10,000 polltical mur-
ders accur each year.

wiicns can’l pat forward political view-
peints. This is coupled with mole of the
trade union bureancracy preventing the
unions from moving beyvond  ecomomic
demands 1o make political links, The trade
unions in the cities have a very low level
al political development

When the trdeupion confedemation

longer the F[ght sgainet communism.
Y ou will note that Noriegs i on ial for drug-
trafficking not as a commuonisg.

Drug-trafficking has been the cxcuge for
Bush and Thatcher 1o pul Imgales on the At
lantic voust of Latin Amenca. Even here the
position 15 hypocnbcal. A document called
Sapta Pe Il a counter-insurgency document
approved by the Botish pgovemment, has
stated that the U'SA': aim i3 lo mduce the
level of trafflicking in relatiom Lo the state be
cause il is oo obviows and public!

When the drug-traifickers realized that the
guvemmen! was going Lo carmy out this opera-
tion, Galan was assassinated as 2 waming 1o
go no furher. In effect it was the trmffickers

who launched the war on the government |

nalists found, from evidence in the Amercan
press, that US agents were dircetly involved
with this assassination. US imperdalism does
nol wWant to 2ce any agreements between the
stale and the tmaffickers.

Drug-trafficking is not a national problem
bul an intemational problem. Drug-trafficking
15 the second most important area of Fnance in
the world — second only to the manufaciure of
arms. I yoo Leke all the addictive drugs it adds
pp 1o S300,000 million a yent — almost the
eguivalent o the entire third world debt, Sur-
veys in Europe have shown that almost-a third
of the Swiss banking system i based oo drug-
trafficking money, The destruction of whole
layers of youth is linked in thiz way to the

to run the municipailtieas.

juntas weare suppressed.

population of Just 11 million in 1951,

The political background

World War Two gave a boost to the Colemblan economy, and saw the emer-
gence of an urban working class which began to demand bstter living
conditlens. When the popullst liberal leader Galtan pul himseif at the head of
these forces, It divided the ruling oligarchy.

In 1248, at the helght of his popularity, and In line for the Presidency,
Gaitan was assasainated. The Insurrectionary upsurge that followed showed
the outrage feit by the masses. Bogota the capltal was taken over by the mas-
ses; town councils elsewhare were overthrown and popular juntas organised

The bourgsois parties closed ranks to regaln control of events; a bloody
military operation re-established state control In Bogota, and one by one the

La Violencla In the 1950s flowed from the power struggie batween the fac-
tlens after Galtan was murdered. Over 250,000 were killed out of a

Eventually the rise of a bonapartist clique in the army, led by General Rojas
Pinlila brought a concordat batween the factions of the oligarchy and a sys-
tem of power-sharing which gave the two parties the opportunity to have
fouryear terms of office, alternating at each election! This system, with
some alterations, still exists in Colombia,
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CUT called u general strike a couple of
years ago, the govemment's response was (o
militanize the whole dispute and attack and as-
sasminate leaders, occupy the trade union
headquariers and control the key areus of the
vities. Thiz meant the sirike lailed;

This means that the discussions o the Lelt
are taking place in a cold climate — there s no
radical movement, no mass mobilisations We
also bave an micmational context which iz
very unlsvourmable to os. The fall of the
burcsucraiic regimes in Eastern Burope las
nol heen sccompanied by the working class in
those countries developing their own mde-
pendent miass ofganisations. Not only do they
not have a stralegy lor power they cannot
even organlde themielves as a workers' move-
ment. There is incredible ideolopical con-
fusion as a result of the egmes that they have
been living under, Bevause of the control of
social democrsey there is no great mass mdi-
el movement coming forwurd in Westem
Eunrope,

During the talks berween Gorboachey and
Buzh in Malta, Gorbachev stated thal he had
nio interest i Lanin America. The Amencan
press did nol miss the fact that the invasion of
Panama happened just B days afler this agree-
ment with Ciorbachey. The USSR ix reducing
its level of material aid to Cuba. In this inter-
nutional context we have the defeat of the
Sandiniztas in Nicaragoa and a difficult dme
for the FMLN in El Salvador. The present
CONuUnCTEE 8. Very diffacel for
revolutionanes in Latin Amernica,

This 15 not to say that we hove been
defeated, we are currying out real struggles
What 15 & problem though is that the vizion of
communism, 2 view of the way forward s
bemg drowned wunder the pressure of the
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market and liberal economics. In Colombia
we have a Left that has a lot of discussions but
po-mass movernent 1o carmy them forward.

They say thal our cument, A Luchar is past
of the illegal puerrilia Left in order (o repress
ug. We are nol. What we do say is that the
guerrilla struggle is legitimare. Their armed
struggle is combined with the struggle for land
and for rocial justice.

At the moment though the goemilla move-
ment is divided into twe parts, Onc sector, fol-
lowing the actions of M19, pot [orward the
ides of laying down ams in order fo par-
ticipate in the civil stoctures. This resulted in
good fesults in the recent election — ap
proximately 13 per cent af the vote. This is
important for the Colombian Left which has
pever previously exceeded 3 per cenl in na
tienal elections, But the point of view put for
ward by MI9 in their discussions with us
gmounts o acceptance of capitalism — a
reformed capitalism and reformed padiamen-
tary structures. The view of M19 has been en-
domsed by intemational social democmey fol-

lowing direct meetings with Peres, Gonzaler

i Vi I i
Milltary police displey thair might In Bogota
to confronl the new situation. We see positive
eloments in the evolution of the sitwation

ment that includes workers, that mcludes
peasants and other sectors, From the point of

and Miterrand. M19
are proposing a2 shor
term aocial democratic
plan.

In this period
another discussion has
come [forward M19
are now saying that
the guemilla struggle
and the para-military
vinlence amount fo the
same thing. They say
it necessary o take a
peptral view in order

The guerrilla movement

After the 1958 Cuban Revolution, the exclusion of the Colomblan Com-
munist Party from the corridors of power led to a serlous crisis in the party,
and It began to bulld up a following among groups of the dispossessed.

This tactic crystaliised Into the largest guernilia grouping - the FARC. its
maoist rivals also bullt a smaller armed wing In the banana-producing aress
of Antioguia amd the Atlantic coast, known as the ERP.

By the mid 18970s guerriiizism was enjoying considerable popularity. A
castroite ELN guerrilia was formed, and the famous M19 emerged from the
discontented middle classes and militants forced Into hiding by state and
privatised repression.

While most of the gusrrilla groups were content to control reglonal areas,

view of leadership the
movement must be broad
and ploralistic. This im-
plies thar yoo accepl
diverse ¥declogcal - our-
rents within the move-
ment. In A Luchar we

have radical chnstiuns,
people from a Guevarist
tradition, radical
nationalists and

Trodskyists of the Fournth
Inlemabonal.
We have come to an

o end violence,
A Luchar have put

tha M19 generated a popular nationalist following through spectacular ac-
tions, propaganda and displays of strength, As a result It became the target
both of the mafia drug barons and of the army, both of which feared s in-

egreement o the miles of
the game in omder to put

forward propesals for

fluence and tactics.

forwand vne lLine 10 the
outside. We have been

jrint action, for unity.
We want umity in the social stuggle, on politi-
cal demands, But we want this unity without
preconditions being placed on us. They say
there will be unity if A Luchar publicly distan-
ces itzelf from the guemlla strugple and dis-
solves its independent structures into a
brogder organization. We have said that unity
is quite impossible under those conditions.

We continue to insist on onity because we
xée it a5 a necessity in the present situation,
We are pol sectarian on the question of unity,
We want a political dinlogue with the base of
the M19 moverment which has a long radical
tradition. A social democtatic project is not
feasihle in the present siluation,

The nther sector of the guemilla movemenl
suys thal we will have dialogue with the
government — but i the way the El Sal-
vadoran FMLN has i We must insist apon
fundamental social changes as parl of that
dialogue.

The preoceupation of A fuchar is for Left
unity, & unity that allows the mass miovemenl
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amongst those secion dutside the orbit of so-
cial democracy. Within the CP there are
problems because of the intemational situation
and Garbachev. Al the moment they do nol
have the option of dissolving themselves into
a social democratic party, even though in the
past they have had electoml agresments with
the traditional bourgeos parties.

A Luchar is Itself & resolt of the recom-
prsition of the Latin American Left — puiting
forward an independent revolutionary line.
We helieve boilding in a broad social move-

victims ourselves of the repression. We have
hiad 400 of our cadre assassinated This ob
viensly doesn’t compare to the 1,200 deaths
of the Umon Patriotica, but it does reflect the
overall am of the government. However we
are nophmistic about & quick radicalisation und
mome  slable development of the Lefl i
Colomira.

Daniel Libreros s o member of the Na-
fional Execufive of A Luchar and a member
af the International Executive Committee af
the Troskyict Fourth Intermativnal,

with the left wing urban guerrillas.

The war against the left

When M19 kidnapped the daughter of the ‘godfather’ Fabla Ochos, the car
tels mat secretly and decided to launch a death squad (the MAS) to deal

Since then 140 paramliitary groups with an estimated 14,000 killers undet
their control have been identified as belng responsible for a horrific wave of
assassinations which have terrorised the nation.

Thia formidabls private army has also been used by employers to deal
with their enemles In the labour movement.
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The success and failure of

Louis Althusser

O bituaries for Louis Althusser,
who died in October, have widely
credited him with being the most
important Marxist philosopher in
the post-war period. This claim,
says PHIL HEARSE, has much to
recommend it.

Widely reviled on the Trostkyist
left as a Stalinist, Althusser left a
lasting mark on Marxist theory.
While he did not succeed in his
project of refounding Marxist
philosophy, and although his sys-
tem contains flaws which in the
end sank his whole project, none-
theless his attempt to re-work the
concepts of historical materialism
and the marxist theory of
knowledge elaborated new con-
cepts which have passed into the
‘received wisdom’ of Marxism.
Why then should Trotskyists think Al-

thusser important?

There an: three points of refercnce in his
work (1) which we of lagring value. Firet his
elabomation of the concepl of ‘=social
Prior te Althusser's intervention
Marxisis had tended to analyze each concrete
socicty os stmply an example, however im-
pore,of one or other ‘classic’ mods of produc
tion established by Mam and Engels - slave
society, fendalism, capitalism. and so on, Al-
thusser ingisted on the complexity of real

[ymmation”,

socteties, the fact that each 'social formation”
conlaned elemicntz of and sumavals of dif-
ferent modes of production, elements which
were  Cstructired  in demonance”  and
‘overdetermined’ by the dominent social rela-
Lickns.

This nition of each social [ormation as a
‘complex whole sgmctined in dominance”
may seem banal and obvicos today. Don't all
Marxists, even the pazsionate anti-Althus-
serian, use the potion of ‘social (ormation™?
Exutly — but nnly because Althusser invented
it. Thers is jo&t onc meference o the term in
the whole of Marx (2} The distinction be-
tween concrete social formation and the idea
of “mode of production” which exists at a dif-
ferent, higher, level of abstmaction, owes jis
angin to Althosser. (3)

Althusser's second decisive conlnbulinn
was.  the nootion of
conteadiction”.  Mevioosly, said Althusser,

‘overdetermined

Marxzists had oo simple 3 concept of con-
tradiction based on the Hegelian ‘thesis-an-
tithesis-synthesis" notion of dialectivs. Basing
him==1lam a reading of Lenin™s conception of
revolubionary cnses, Althusser argued that n
studying concrete conjunciures Marxists had
oy analyse the way i which contradictions: at
different levels nf reality {and the social for
malinn) interacted, and Wl & cerain point
produced a cntical ruplure (overdetermined
contradiction). Alicwnados of contem porary
‘chans thenry” will be able 1o see the parallels
between this idea and the way in which or-
dered systems suddenly break up and become
‘chantic’. Bul despite the suppestive inmights
i notioa of  ‘Overdelermined
contradiction’, it contains ambiguities which
are dangerous for Marxist theory, which we
refer to below.

Althueser began his work as a political in
tervention in the early 1960s, where theoreti-
cal Marxism was dominated by the fad of
Marx's early wrtings. and a  heavily
‘Hepelian’ reading of them. This meant, in the
wotks of Roper Gammdy - the leading
philosopher of the French Communist Pary -
a nnilateral rendering of Marxism as'a chtique
of humsanity’s ‘“alienation’ from itz cszcntial
"spocies boing'. On his hasig a fashionable
dialngue with Christian
intervened  sharply

n the

developed
Althusser
agning these meadings, mnsisting that Margism

theonlngians,

wad niol u ‘humanism’, an interpretution of
humanity's ‘species being”, bul a smence of
sncjety, of history and of social formations,
Thus'he attacked any tendency to make Mar
xism fust a moral and ethical cotigue, and to
downgrade . Max's  leter  writings  on
economics, history and politics as some sort
ol unfortunate deviation.

lndeed, Althosser tomed the fashion of
Mars's endy writings especially the [R44
Munuscripts — oo its bead by imsisting thal
they were nof ‘reil Margizsm®. He claimed that
in Marx there was an "epistemological break '
in the mid-1840%, as Marx broke from his pre-
virwas philosophical speculations aboul aliena-
tron, and worked oul the sciennfic categones
of Caprial and molure Marxism — sorplus
value, exploitation, mode of prodoction, and
s am — scientific Uieories which could be
used to analyse society and guids the stirugple
ol the proleturial,

What cun we say of this intervenfion? Ar
the very least Althusser overdid it He was
right to stress 10 sclentific chemcter of Mar-
xasmre He was right tn stress the dangers of
rightismi in the wrtings of the “Marxist
humanizta® — people who ligd broken with
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Stalinism after the Hunganan revolution of
1956, bul who repded 1o cast doabt on hagic
Moarxist categorics,

Hut his potion ol the ‘epistemnlngical
break” in Marx's wrilings underestimated the
real continuity of Mare's thought — and in-
deed how conceprs Lke *alienation” and ‘com-
mndity fetishism® continued to play a role in
his scientiflic wTitings like Capital. (4) The
real value of Althusser's nterventon was
marred hy this onc-sidedness and by lhis
polemical excesses ("when | hear the word
humanity [reach farmy guan’).

The failings of Althusser’s syslem, some
of which bave hod » very negative effect on
the developmenl of Marxist theory, include
the follnwing

First, hir theory of knowledge. In & highly
stylized and formal st of propositions ahout
the ‘production’ of theorstical knnwledge,
Althusser — closely following Spinoza - In:
sisted that

a) the “concrete-in-thought’ as opposed 1o
the rea-concrete’ ohject.  of
kvwledge, and

b the validation of otherwise nl Acientific
knowledge takes place “entirely in thought'
The weakness of this system has been com-
mented on by virually every Marsist eritic.

This theory of scientific knowledge breaks
the finks between the real world and reflec-
tion, and between theory and practice as the
decimve ontennn of truth, If the validation of
theary takes place entirely in thnﬁgh!, As Op-
pased 1o -zpeial practice, then ‘theoretical
prachce’ as Althusser called it Is not really
abour understanding the real world but about
understandiog concepts. The “real concrete” in
Althusser's sehema is inherently unkaowable.

In establishing this schema  Altlmsser
broke with Muars"s own most precise explana
tiom ol his method the section of the
Grundriaxe entitled “The Method of Political
Economy'. Here Marx insistz {and here lies
the superficial similardry with Althusser) that
the copcrete in theory iz a synthesiz of
shatructioms; but he also insists that these
ahstructions are worked op from data on the
real world — facts — not mimply from: other
abstrctions

The second fuilure of Althusser's system is
ore importanl becanse it {g moch more in-
fuential — ks critiqee of “economism’. React-
iny against the notion that the different levels
of the sucial formation (for example ideclogy
and politics) are redocible to the *economic’
level, he repeated that the different levels of
the social formation had thelr own specificity
and scted wpon one another through their

was  the
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O BITUARY

varnous ‘effects’, This wonld have been un-
controversial among Marxists, had Althasser
giuck mors ﬂgdh to his own “structure in
dominance’ idea. Althusser argued, fthal
while the sconomic level is the determinant
ane in the lnst analysig, ‘the lonely hour of
the last snalysis never comes’. This laconic
phrase strikes at the heart of Marxism. If the
lonely hour of the last analysis never comes,
then the dea of the economic as the deter
minant level is worthless,

Mow, & central problem in this discos
sitm, which hes mged as long as Muorxism
hais existed, is estublishing what Muarx
meant by the ‘economic bass’ of
soctery, which he argued is its ‘read
foundation’. Hundreds of cnlics of
Marx have [ailed to notice that he in-
gisted, even in the mort [amons ex-
positinn of historical materialism {5),
that the sconomic basis of socicty is
the *social relations of production’
‘Social reladons of production’ is the
maost impogant concept in the whole
of historical matenialism.

Marx and Engels always conceded
that politics and jdeology had a “rela-
tive automomy” (6. Bul the fondamen-
tal character of any social formation,
its ‘general dynamie’, its ‘laws of
motion’, can only be established at the
level of the social relations of produe
tien. To take the most banal example,
you cannot analyse the politics and
idenlogy of ‘Thatcheriam” without
knowing  thal the contemporary
production Telations in Britain are those of
capitalizm, and that this capilalist social for-
mation is in crims and decline.

In Althpsser's worde, and more blatantly
in thet of his most prominent =uccessors like
Micos Poulantzas (7), the concept of the so-
cial relations of production becomes desinic-
mred. Thus ‘political  wocial
relations’ and ‘ideological social relations”
existing in parallel with the social relatons
of procuction and with no real hierarchy of
camsality between themi. This has led many
infMuenced by the Alihusserian radition to
repudiale  Marxism as 8 B0 - NOTIG
determinism, and in particular to hreak the
link between ideclogy and politics and the
fundamental level of classes and class strug-
gle. Invariably this leads (o 4 pelitical shift to
the right (8).

Further failings of the Althusserian
project which can saly be mentioned here:

@ Lis later idea that institutions like
schools, the media and churches. are
‘idealogical apparatuses of the state’

@ his underestimation of social classes as
pelive social subjects,

@ his polemic, in the name of concrete
conjuncture, agamst the idea that human his-
tory has an onfolding meaning and logic

we [ind
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{which he described as *historicism ).

What then of Althusser's politics? The
accuration that he was simply & Stalinist is
aften i substimite for cnbcal engagement.
The Brtish SWP regularly trot oul this ac-
cosation agunst their own resident herelic,
Alex Callinicos, who rightly sees some value
in Althusser's work, They conveniently for-
gel  that their own paty-approved
philosopher, Geong Lukacs, was not cxocily
pristine pure when if comes to Stalinism
either, The historian EP. Thompson
denounced Althusser's work as the most

complete exprersion of Stalinism in theory,
and "declared war’ on ‘all such Mamisms® —
mcluding Trotskyism (9). All these sccusa
tioms forget the situation in which Althusser
winte, and what he was rying o do

Althusser was never in any parly bul the
French CP. His work started as a lefl critigus
of the party orthodoxy, implicitly siding with
China in the Sino-Soviel dispute. Althusser
became the pum and sdviser o a group in
the CP's youth organisation, who were later
expelled to become the leadership of the
Union Jeunes Commumistes — Marxiste-
Leniniste (UICML), which played a certain
role, a5 u Mao-coninst organisation, in the
gtudent evolt in May 1968, In the 19705 he
reworked his criticisms of the CP leadership
and of the Soviet Union to become, more-or-
less, a partisan of lefi Eurocommunism. Al-
thusser was never a Stalinist hack or an
apulogist for the party spparatos.

But of course he never made any critical
engagement with Trtskyism, and thus with
a central strund of classical Maraism. He
never had access (o the volume of Trotsky's
philosophical wrilings published in 1986, or
ghowed the slightest interest in frying 1o un-
derstand the theoretical contribution of the
Trotskyist current

Az all related,

the ohiluaries bave

Adthusser’s mental illness, from which he
snffered for several decades. led to the final
teapedy of the murder of his-wife Helene in
1980, and his committal to 8 psychialnc in-
stitution where he dicd. Hir work emerged
from the growing crsiz of Stalinism, and its
reflection among intellectuals who were dis-
tant from the class strugple. I was and i o
crisis which cannot be adequately deall with
at the level of philosophy, as Althusser tned.
In the end it could only be dealt with atl the
level of directly political struggle and the
theoretical work — especially on economics
and politics — needed fo back that up.

Nuotes:

1) The most important of Althosser's
writings are: For Mo (1965); Reading
Capiital  (1968), with Etenre Bailhar,
Lema  and  Phifosophy  (1970), Al
published by Wemia. The best exposi
tion/cringes 15 Ted Bentone The Rise and
Fall ‘of Structural Marmgm, Macmillan
{ 19B8). Sce alwo Anderson fnot 9 below ),

2. In the Preface to the Contribution o
@ Critigue of Political Ecomomry (1859)

The prelace i included in the Mar-Engels
sclected works moooe volume, Lawrence
and Wishart

1. A recenl eaposition of ‘mode of
production’ and ‘social formation” by
Emest Mamdel has a distinctty Althuksenan
ring ahout it. See ‘Mar’, in the Marzist
Economics, The New Palgrave vol | Mac-
]Iﬁ || millan {1990} p.5,

/ 4. Among the best accoonts of the
development of Marx"s thought is the high-
Iy enderrated book by Ernest Mandel, The Forma-
tion of the Economie Thought of Karl Marz, NLB
{19700

5, ‘In the social production of their hie, men
(=ic) enter min definite rolations that are indispen-
sahle and independent of ther will, mlations of
preduction which correspend to o defimite slage
e development of their material productive for-
gex. The sum total of these relations of productions
constitules the econnmic strocture of society, the
real foundstion, on which rises a legal and politi-
cal swperstricture and  to which  comespond
definite forms of ool consciousness, The mode
of production of materil fife conditions the social,
political and intellectual life process in general. I
is not the consciousness of men which determines
thetr |:H.',.I|'|E~ but on the conlrary their rocial bc,'mg
which determines their social conscivusness’.
Marx, op cil.

i See, most famously, Engels’ letter i Bloch
in the Marx Engels Selecred Correspomdence in
wie volume {Lawrence amd Wnbhart).

7. ‘See Political Fower and Socwl Classes,
MNicos Poulantzas, Werso ( 19%6H).

5. Notortously, i Brnexto Eaclan and L hantal
Moiffe, Hegemomy and Socialist Sirategy, Verse
{ 1986}, For a critique see: Fllen Meiksins Wood,
The Retreat from Clasg, Verso 1987,

9. E.P. Thompson, The FPoverfy of Theory.
Merhin, 1978 See Perry Anderson's bolliant
destruction of Thompson in Arguments Within
Enghst Marssm, Verso (1980,
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Lifting the lid on Thatcher’s hidden

agenda

Choice and
Responsibility The
enabling state

by The 'Mo Turning Back'
Group of Conservative MPs
Published by the
Conservative Political
Centre

Available at the
Conservative Central
Office, 32 Smith Square,
London SW1P 3HH. Price
£3

Reviewed by Nicole
Black

Be prepared for a shock. This
15 (in the words of the bloke
who zold it to.me at the
Conservatives ' bookshop) the
programme Thatcher would
have adopted if she could
have got away with it! It is
simply fnghtemng — the sort
of stuff we should all know
by heart, and go out and cam-
paign against as vigoroasly as
they are argmng for il

Such a pemphlet acts as a
powerful reminder of the in-
ohility of the lefi to retake the of-
fensive against such violent
attacks.

The pamphlet deals with u
number of elements conceming
the nation; the ‘free aociety” and
the family. In all areas of society,
the pole of the state is envisaged
a2 a reduced one (truec to the
desire to “roll back the frontiers™
s she sad): “The state should
not provide, but enable; not stifle
but lacilitate; not coitrol to the
maximum, bul regulate to the
minimum exient possible” (p &)

In ather words, privatise
every public service possible and
give maximum freedom to
capitalists whether small or big,
They even go so far as sugpest.
ing a “withenng of the stare™ -
but certainiy not in the Leninist
gense: the state they talk about is
the Welfare State, and certainly
not the appamiuz that delends the
position of the muling class.

They describe this Welfare

State ax "socahst’, and use —
yuite powerfully, I think, for the
majority ol the public — the col-
lapse of Eastern Europe as the
evidence against state power;

“The last ten years, and
eventr in Eastem Enrope, have
indeed praphically demonstrated
that affluence can only he
delivered through private
cnterprise. Sqoalor is the preroga-
tive of the public secior.™ (p. 18)

They arpue for an accelera-
tion of the reforms undertaken:
“We must intensify the assaolt
ont the very concept of individual
dependence on state provision of
health care, edocation and social
security” (p.8) becanse “until the
final bastions of socialism an:
gformed, a socialist revival can
never be discounted” (p 19),

How is this transfated into
practice? "Dy purposs should be
to waan people of T welfare. We
advocate the systemabic reform
of the welfare system into one
based on insurance — run on a
private agency system™ (p.20).

It iz all very logical — [rom
their point of view. You may
wonder how people an going o
be looked after when they need
it, There is a simple answer: the
family, * We do not believe that
the state can be morally neutmal
in its dealing with the very build-
ing block of sociely — the lamily™
{p.8) or if you prefer; “We
prociam uneguivocally our
beliel in the family es the build-
ing block of society” (p.12).

What docs it really mean? For
the family to be able to provide
the services that the Welfare
State will no longer guarantee, #t
necds to be a siable unit, and
people should not expect help
from outside, Hence the stfempt
to stop voluntary single puren-
thood by not granting single
parcnis “autonanc entitlement to
state suppor’; to “inipress upon
parents that fathediood is for
Iife"; to limidt the mumber of
divorees by making the proce-
dures mor difficult with o
“statutory *cooling ofl pernod”;
and fo reconsider the pesition on
Child henefit
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The [ree market
should reign supreme in
the eyes of these radice] |
conservatives. A Jot
more should he
privatised, if necessary
linding “new ways of
invalving the manage-
ment, work-foree and
the general public in the
rales of public assers™
(p.13}. The list includes
British Cloal, London
Underground, London
Transport, British Rail,
the Podt O fice, motor-
ways and Ao nn

The same wonderful logic ap-
plies of course to the environ-
ment and we can read astounding
statements such as: “Marke! for-
ces do not destroy the envimm-
ment. By fostering high
technology and expanding avail-
ahle resources, they protect it”
{p.15). To justify this dissrming
azseTtion, they take the example
of pallution in Eastern Europe,
and simply ignore pollution all
aver the capitalist world and the
way the third world is used as the
dusthin of the West.

Anather type of argument is
that of ownership given that if
you own something, you wani Lo
protect if, Therefore, *The
Brazilian rain forest is being
bumt, and not replaced, hecanse
iti= not owned by anyone™

But are the authors really in
favour of doing away with the
stare? Maturally, not. They want
the state which will defend
capitalist interests nationally and
intemationally to be reinfonced.

First of all, the pamphlet
reiterates the key ideas defended
hy Thatcher in her famous
Bruges speech, namely uphold-
ing the supreme sovereignty of
the UK, against the so-called
bureaucratic or socialist contmol
by another parlizment, with
another currency. Soch as
Europe for example. From
people who defemd multination-
als and international finaree, this
can seem quite ironic. But more
iato come. What they really have
i mand 15 1o trans{omm Brlain

into one of the most exploited
and ruthless countdes: “We can
druw inspiration from the ex-
amples of Hong Kong and Sin-
gapore and other flourishing
Asian states, We should set oor-
selves the objective of being to
continental Enrope whal Japan is
to continental Asia”, Fancy
being & wodcer in Singapore,
Taiwan or even Japan? This is
the “frecdom” they advocate all
along for Britain when they
repeat their “poals of freedom
and prosperity”.

Meedless to say, the British
atute would have 1o be unitary:
"We ntterly reject the creation of
devolved padiaments in Not-
thern Ireland, Scotland and
Wales, We are totally opposd (o
regional assemblies in England”
(. 10, This state will also be
made secure, The changes ln
Eastem Europe require a review
of the defence policy but not
haste in dismantling the army,
and we should build “an effec-
tive rapid deployment force
capable of camrying out the tradi-
tional mle of the army in defence
af British trade” (pp. 16-17).

Of course, the poor citizen
within the state — which will ol
wither — has to be ‘protected” by
privafised prsons, and a frongsr
pulice.

Why have they been allowed
to pet away with it? Becanse so
many of their policies now find
their echo in Labous"s
programme, and ey encoanter
no opposition. Kinnock, you are
pathetic.
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Murder in the Amazon forests

Fate of the Forest
Susannah Hecht and
Alexander Cockbum
Penguin

Reviewed by Sam Stacey

Much hag been written on the
deforestation of the Amazon,
and its relationship Lo the
‘greenhouse’ effect. Any
number of solutions have
been touted, including iis
‘internalisation’, Bot in
reality both the causes and
the zolunions are 10 be found
in the dynamics of Branlian
society, as is explained by
Hecht and Cockburn in their
excellent book, Fate of the
Forest,

For decades now there has
been a bloody struggle taking
place in the Amazon between the
rich, and the poor who live in the
lorest: the indigenows Wdians
{who have faced a penocidal
war), the rubber tappers, and
those who live off fishing and
gathering Brazi] nuts and other
forest products. Deforestition
docs nol only destroy rees It in

volves a murderois campaign
against &l those who live in and
from the forest, and whose
presence s an obstacle 1o the
destructive exploitation of it by
big ranchers, land speculators
and big business inferess,

These people, the real
defenders of the forest, whose
livelihood depends on its prescr-
vation, have forced conceszions
out of the government, wanning
somie extractive reserves. Legsla-
tion has been passed to defend
the lurest. Yel the govemment
has not shown the least will even
1o impose Lthis limited legislation,
These laws are ignored with iny-
punity by the hired guns who as.
sassinate union leaders and seek
o drive the forest peoples off the
lamd.

The fulure of the fomest will
largely he determined by these
social strupples, connected as
they are with those of the
Brazilian workers in urban areas.
The mbber tappers nnion is af-
filiated to the CTTT, the inde-
pendent union federation. Chico
Mendes was 8 member of ils ne-
il commmiles.

As Hecht and Cockburn pomit

mut, the proposals of the rubber
tappers and the Fogest People’s
Alliance (with the indians), are
very radical,

“In other words, they called
for popular control over the
means of prodoction rnd distribu-
tion of forest commnditics, along
with the provision of commaerzial
credits to producers rather than
middie men. They alwso called for
Justice and legal protection of
their might= to land and Jife.
These are the concrete clements
of a socialists ecology — the only
sirategy that can save the
Amazon and it= inhabitanfsz."

The struggle to save the
forest is intimately connected
with that for sncial justice in
Brazilian society, the eighth
largest economy in the word, in
which fantastic niches co-exist
with utmost poverty and destite
tion. Rarely is it mentioned that
Mendes was a member of the
Workers Party, committed o the
struggle for the desniction of
Brazilian capitalisen,

Heeht and Cockbum debunk
the naive and patronising ides
thit benevolent ecologists and en-
lightened inlemational opinion

will save the forest. Their fuiure
will be determined hy the suc-
cegs or failure of the real
defenders of the Amacon whose
interests colncide with those of
the urban workers whose
encmies 8re the very ones who
suppert the rural rich, ad tum a
blind eye to their bloody wasrf o=
agminst the fonest dwellers,

It is unfortunately an indict-
mient of the trade unions in
Hniain and elsewhere that the
rubber luppers" union had (o
depend for money on Christian
Aid and Oxlam, 10 be able o
launch their heslth and edocation
proects which have been 2o cru-
cial lo strengthening their or-
Eanisation.

This book provides o salutory
reminder of the need 1o develop
solidarity with the workers and
oppressed peoples of Brazil: a
country which has a key place in
the class struggle in Latin
Amenca Socialists and mem-
bers of the *green” movements
should demand the unions raise a
fund to support the smigples
which will have a magor role in
determining the Fate of the
Forest,

Ripping away the mask of British injustice

Proved innocent
by Gerry Canlon
Stolen Years

by Paul Hill

Reviewed by
Liam Mac Uaid

The horror of the tale of the
Guildford Four told by its two
best-known protagomsis
prevents you from discarding
these books in mid chapter.
Written in a competent jour-
nalistic style with the aid of
collaboralors these two books
should be read without a
pause in immediale succes-
sign,

MNames and photogmphs are
provided. You can see whar In-
spoctor Tim Blake, who tormred
Gerry Conlon during liis inter-
rogation, looks like. Nothing is
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left vague or abstract; ahout the
backgrounds of Hill or Conton,
the treatment at the hands of the
cops, the ordeal of prison or how
the judiciary performed.

The greal strength of both
bonks is that they make flesh the
torurers, the judges and the
brutalised and brutalising screws
— and they make you hate &very
damned one of them: the screws
and prison govemors in par-
ticular,

The next ime you see some
orring wease] from the P'rison
OfMicers” Ammociation on TV 1ell-
ing the world what a canng
hunch of Tads the screws e in
Long Lartin or Wormwond
Sembs, you ask yourself “did he
piss in Pag! Hill*s tea?”

On virfually every page of
both books, the naked hatred of
the prnson system, the police, the
Juthmary and the Brtish govern-

ment for prisoners associated.
however wrongly, with the
Republican movement, is in
evidence, The Insh are given spe-
cial treatment. They arc hahitual-
ly moved to prison hundreds of
miles mway the day befonre a
much-anticipated visit from rels-
tives who have travelled from
Trefand, Contemplate for a lew
moments the type of minds that
wonld get their kicks from tha

:zo1t of thing.

In my opinion the most tragic
aspect of the case of the
Guildford Four was the fate of
Gerry's father Guiseppe. He went
ter England to help Gerry, and
was himsell arrested and framed.
Mot content with framing o
transparently innocent man, the
Buitish state, weanng its prison
officer’s unifom, deprived him
of proper fond and medication tn
make sure he died a slow and

padnful death.

| defy anyone to read Gerry's
account of his last meeting with
his [ather in Hammersmith
Huospital, and the dying man's
challenge to the srews, cops and
Home Office vermin amund his
bed, without being moved to
tears,

Buy these books, They will
well yon something of working
class Bellast, the lives of the nar-
raturs, their expenences in prison.

They will alzo rip away the
mask from the urbane lawyers
and Home Office spokespersons,
the public face of the British
statc, to revel their and its
depravity. Contrast that to the
angry dignity of Paul Hill and
Gerry Conlon and they will keep
your hatred sharp,
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MNasty and Vindictive

Charlic Van Gelderen is.. of course, quite
nght to state that if is “Adies, Tang Al
(Soctalisi Quileck No. 28}, If lus book Redemp-
tion was acmially funoy maybe, in doe course,
he conld have been furgiven. Bul the book {s no
more than a nasty and vindictive way of an-
nouncing tat he has broken not only from the
pobitics of Emest Mandel, but alzo foom revolo-
Honary sociilisn an geaeral. A short pamphlet
wortld liave served AliTs purpnae berter, assum-
ing that ke pow has o serious purpase

Even so 1 don't think Van Geldegen's ex-
Manation for Tang Al's enegacy will do. So
he iz now muddle aged. (47 | believe), and no
longer broke, Cuite so. But that cannot explain
such a move i such 4 short period. At least not
enhrely

Thers must also be a politival explanation
and that would scem to rest on Tarig Ali's com
plete misunderstanding of recenl cvents. in
Eastemn Bwrope. The ieal question 1z whether
this is just 4 personal misundersianding or a
decper problem with certmn analysis of what |
wolld ‘see ax Lhe |now ex| state capilalist
counlnes.

Keith Flett

Tottenham

PR - no answer

Sorry to wnle Io you fwo months on the
trof, but the aricle by Davy lones on PR
needs a response (Gudock No 28),

Diavy’s whale arguement — that PR would
help the mobilisation of a mal popular
majorly Lo win clections. and  introduce
soctalism — 18 based on an act of faich, He
produced no evidience to show that PR has
ever had the mass cinerplsng wle that e
claims. And he admits that in Botan the ol y
times thal Labour might have liad a maojoriry
government under PR wonld have becn 1945
and 1951, which was after the total smash of a
world war a situation that is uulikely 1o be
repented.

The mling ¢lass have a better grasp of
what PR would lead o,

If PR wowld be such a help 1o the working
class perhaps Davy could explain the follow-
mg:

@ e fact that big business has always
supported and lunided pro-PR organisahions on
the pround that such clectoral reform would
remove any threat of socialism;

® the fact that much of the hostile press
unid media support PR

& the fact that in praclice PR leads 1o sor-

did hackroom deals, the end mesuliz of which
are invanably pr-bourgesis conlitions,

Acts of laith helong tu the world of priests,
not 8o the sphere of socialist analysis.

And by the way, the anticle by Theresy
Conway contained yet more distortions shoat
CLPD. To say that CLPD “completely ig
nored the Aght on the anti-upion laws” is
false. Not nnly did our daily Campaign Brisf.
fag and CLPMY s pre-conlerence material fully
cover the issuc, bul leading members of
CLID played a role in dmwing up the charter
of the Campaign for Free Trade Unions, an
which L1*S based thicr model resolution.

Pete Willsman

CLPD

We welcome letters on
any subject: but please
keep them brief! Letters
over 400 words will be
cut. Send to Socialist
Qutlook, PO Box 1109,
London N4 2UU

For a fortnightly Socialist Outlook!

=t Thatcher forced to resign ¢ Tories scrabble to find a satisfactory replacement
“c Kinnock again falls on his face 2 Imperialism tries to stave off crisis with a handy war in the Gulf

7r Stalinism chokes on its dying breath

With all this and more going on around s Socialist Outlook 1 making plans o go formightly in order to respond faster and with

nigme clanty on the vital issues of e day

We bebieve that there s an audience for the ideas of revolutionary marxism in the anbi-poll fax movement, among socialist
feminists, within the growing aoti-war movement, in the Labour Party, in the trade unions — indeed amongst all those Gehting
cipitahism and trying to build an altemative to the pew realist mis-leaders of the labour movement, With lortmightly paper we
hiope to arm our readership with ideas and analysis that will be useful in the class struggle.

But m order o do this we need money! As ever we must lum o you — our only resource — for the funds o stan this ambitious
project. We are launching an appeal for £5.000 to purchase necessary equipment — computers, an ansaphone/fax machine and
other essentials. Every issue of Socialist Outlook we will be printing a running total of contributions and telling you what we

have been able to buy 50 far.

= Please make cheques or postal onders pavable to Soctalist Outlook and send to- Socialist Outlook, PO Box 1109, London N4
2ULL Even the smallest amount will help! We are relying on your generosity and support o make this venture a success,
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Two new pamphlets from Socialist Outlook
4+ Socialism after Stalinism < Poll Tax — Who is going to pay?

Socialist Qutlook has just produced two new pamphlets on two of the major issues of the
day

Stalinism is the greatest tragedy of socialism in the 20th century,. It consumed the lives and cner-
gies of countless thousands who were its victims or its champions. Its collapse combines both tragedy
and farce ... At the same time, world capitalism is slipping into deeper crisis, leading to a spasm of
frenzied militarism in the Gull. If socialism is confronted with major new difficulties, then the answer
1s not to collapse into a pro-capitalist stance. Socialists must think through questions posed by the
new world situation, and renovate their theories and practical political activities.

Socialism after Stalinism is our political challenge to Marxism Today's New Times. Chapters in-
clude: Socialism in Crisis?; Reds and Greens; The Working Class and Liberation Politics; and many
others.

For 11 years Thatcher's vicious Tory government systemnatically attacked the living standards and
right to organise of the working class. At every stage, the response of the ‘new realist’ leaders of the
Labour Party, and Trade unions has been pathetic — not only refusing to lead a fightback, but taking
on the Tories policies as their own.

For many working class people the unfair and regressive Poll Tax is the last straw. Fourteen mil-
lion people in England, Scotland and Wales still refuse to pay their poll tax. The movement against
the Poll Tax was crucial in forcing Thatcher to resign.

In Poll Tax — Wha is going to pay? we examine what lies behind the poll tax crisis. We look ar
how the labour movement can make sure it is the Tonies who pay the political price of the poll tax
rather than the working class, We argue that only a mass campaign of resistance — linking the non-
payment movement, local government workers and the left — can ensure that the poll tax crisis 1s nof
turned against the working class through the decimation of jobs and services in local government.

These pamphlets can be obtained from your friendly Socialist Qutlook seller or by filling in the
form below.

| would like to order ...... copies of Socialism after Stalinism
(price £1.30 each or £1 each for orders of over 10 copies)

| would like to order copies of Poll Tax — Whe is going to pay?
(price £1.30 waged 90p unwaged or £7 for 10 copies)

lenclose £.............

Please return to Socialist Outlook, PO Box 1109, London N4 2UU

READ SOCIALIST OUTLOOK EVERY MONTH

1 years subscription (ten issues) for £10 inland, £15 Europe, £20 outside Europe (surfacej,
£25 putside Europe (airmail) Multi reader institutions £20 inalnd, £35 overseas,

B T L o e e T R R

Subscription to start from Number ...
| enclpse £
Please return to Socialist Qutlook, PO Box 1109, London N4 2UL




