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Tory hurricane of change

WHILE KINNOCK and Gould set out to widen Labour's
harizons by chopping down the traditional shrubbery of
Clause IV, Thatcher's demolition squad are using
gelignite to roshape the whole political and social
landscape.

Already many familiar landmarks have bitten the
dust. Anti-union laws and jackboot management have
risen in place of the old edifices of elass collaboration. A
lifetime of low pay and Micky Mouse jobs now thres
tens vouth, in place of apprenticeships and regular
wages: Nowly privitised firms have taken over the task
of rippring off punters necding gas, phones or airline
tickets

The pace of change is accelerating: the Conservative
Party has with mes
wiping socialism from the map — helped by the timid
srevisiomist” elforts of the Kinnock team,

Third term Thatcher has since June embarked on a
rapid succession of major imitiatives which have leel
Labour and union leaders gasping and dumbiounded.

® By next April, socialsecurity as we know it will have
been abwolished: claimants will be forced 1o bnd against
cach other for repayable loans from a cash-limiled
‘social fund’ in place of special needs payments: child
bencfits fuce the axe. and each month brings fresh cuts
in benefit,
® Already the health service has been deliberately
plunged intn a deep Anancial crisis to create conditions
to slaughter this most sacred of welfare state cows,
® Education faces both an ideologieal crackdown
through the *natienal curvicalum’, and a fromtal ons-
laught on comprehbensive schools through Baker's “opt-
ing ool plans.
® lory minister Waldegrave has admitted that new
housing legislation is designed to hali all councl howse-
bullding. It also alms to sell off existing council howses.
either one by onc to tenants or in job lots to speculaiors
through *pick a landlord” schemes.
® Laocal government laces lurther devastation through
the poll tax and other resirictions: and of course more
industries lace privatisation,

The aim ol this blitekreig attack is clear enough: the
Tories want to estublish a totally new fadl accompli by

anic weal embraced the mission af

the timc of the next election, to cxploit to the hilt the
appalling wea kress of the Labour leadership,

Branded ‘sub-Thatcherism®™ by its opponcnts in
Brightun, and deridingly weleomed by Norman Tebbit
in his Tory conference speech, [abour’s current line
amounts to complete capitulacion.
® In place of Thatcher's policy -of privatisation. share
pwnership and sales of enunctl houwses; Labour’s dyvna-
mic leaders propose ..
advecate share ownership, and to copsider sefling the
remaining coungil housing stocl,

& In reply to Thatcher's ouslaught on local govern-
ment, Labour has replicd by

witch-hunts against  leli-wing councils, pledy
abide by Tory laws, and waging oaly a hallueock.

i .'.!I:l"i']I'?.' ['lT'i '\.'H.L1'iiﬂ.]lﬂii o

laumclunge iti owan

ing o

parliameniary, opposition to the hated poll @mx.

® To challenge Thatcher’s commitmend Lo the reac
tiomary NATO alliance and a *British’ nuclear deterrent
against the myth of 2 "Sovict threat”. Labour offers
its own unshakeable commitment to NATO, and a
‘rethink” of its unilaterahist policy (which has alreads
heen walered down cven by many on the left (o 2
‘non-nuclesr deience policy” ).

® While I'hatcher presses confidently alead, tearing
up cynical election commitments to safeguard the NHS,
Labour's front bench team are nowhere to be seen or
heard.

® Labour leaders will be cven more tongue-tied in
delending social scourity — especially since shadow
chancellor John Smith has already announced his con-
version Lo Thatcher's “low-tax” philosophy.

So the rot goes on. At Tout the problem is a basic
political one — a lack of socialist policies or class
commitment {rom the leadership of the labour move-
micnt — leaving the working class defenceless in the face
of a ruthless and relentless Tory attack, which will now
bage ._mupr_-undu_-d h}- the conseiuences of the stock market
collapme.

With the crisis ul capitalism onee more exposed for all
to see, the role of Socialist Outleok and other currents of
the hard 16l st now be to fight in every arena of the
labour movement for a cohercnt socialist programme
that will mobilise the working class to meet the CTIS14.
Why not join us in this pask?

EOCIAUST QUTICOR Aot Moveposr/Deoambar 1987
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Rica a long
Niobel prize-winninig *peace-
wishers” that lcludes Henry
Kissinger and Menacher
Begin, But whar docs hizoplan
reprosent and whar athmde

osta

ne ol
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should socialist: and solidarirg
drtvists tike Wwards 1t?

The Guarcimala peace
signie by the
presidents of the

arcord,

Cientral
American countries and due o
be fully implemented by 7
November, valls or ‘external
lo vease any mlitaey,
auppart for “irrcgula
the reghon,

Tra ather pronastoms inelude:
guerriila forees bring denicd
the wie of neichbounng

[RINE 5

[orees in

counlries; negeiation of
reductions i ardmmarnents and
troop fevelds @ full Arnnesiy;
narinmal reconctlianion
coannurtecs hoing ser up i
Micaragina, El Salvador and
(ruatemala; freedom of the
press: e right to organise
politicatly: the lfling ol states
of emetgoncy anc the lolding
nf frre clecrioms

The 115 admintstranon
tlempred to deranl the aceord,
evien before IL was sipned. On
VAupnst Reagan presented qan
alternarive plan-calling on the
Sandinistas 1o negatiare with
the contras and for an nd
Soviet aid 1o Nicaragua. The
L% kpew thal the Sandins
wii ol aeved
proposal

4%,
pree e such a
nd winled wouse
COMAAATICD 35 1 Wiy
o ensuring atd o the contras.

their nan-

Sinen the Arias plan wos
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coniras $3.5 mlhon

granting the
buemanitarian’ aid has heen
pazsed with strong biparisan
sipport, and Respran has
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A coffee picker — the
MNicaraguan coffee harvest
has been damaged by
contra killings of coffee
pickers
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annoineed vo ¥ Septembeg
thitt 1t wonld supply: 100 (K60
more twng of petrofedm this
¥ Peru has agreced 1o sell
Nicaragua 5,000 tony and
Cuba will sell 40,000 toms.

The Nicaraguans hiope thar
the accord will allow the
revolution a bréathing spaco: o
clinee to avercoiie ils
ceondnuc and polingal
iznlarion, |'ley are now
pursuing a diplommatic war,
moving far fasrer on
implementing the acoond
cither Bl Sulvador or
{rnaremala.

MNicaragua has lilted the ban
un the bourgenis daly La
Fremia, re-nprned ' Badic
. {the Yaice of the
ranservalive cathelic
hirear ||_y- |

then

tolica

declared a
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utior. In what seems
i populir move domestically
the Sandinistas have 2o far

rew

eefuserd ro release the rorrurers,
murderers and rapiars used by
Somiza and the 178

vovernent W terrurise the

workers dod peasants of
Nicaragus

The aconrd grants
legivmacy to all governments
1 powern the resion, By
seeking toocul off ourside aid,
and o cligeredin “jreegular’
forces, it efrares the contras
with the FMLN in El Salvador
and the URNG in Cuatemmali.

In Guittemaby the civilian
president, Clereena, s
atrempring o uae the accord as
a cover {or the continuing
cimpaign L wipe ol the
sancy guermlla forces: The
UG had previously called
four times lur negutintions,




st had heen refused four
tirnes.

Maore prople (one hundred
per monthy oerrently
‘dirappear’ 1o Crustemalas
under a civilian regime than
under the mnea i Chile
Diegpite the elecrion of 2
civilian government, the
military operates as iF QL was
still in power — and has not
beer beld e accoum for any
ul the fifteen thousand deaths
ln the 1980-A3 perind when
officially. ran the coonrry.

In EI Salvador the
FMIN/FDR have been calling
for negonatons with the
DHiarte regime for some Gme
now. The diplomatic offensive
ol the TMLN/FDR around this
proposal for a “governmiont of
broad partcipation’ (GAF)
rorresponds o the exhaustion
of the maszes with a war which
has claimed sixty thoesand
fives, 11 has been used roohelp
rebuild mazs arganisation and
mitss strugele, A wave of
labour stmegglies 18 nuw
sweeping Bl Salvador.

Druarte's signing of the
accord s botl o response (o
the pressure brought by the
dipluruatic offensive of the
FRILN angl rhe mass
mulpilizations thar hawve
ermeruedd 10 this comeexr. Tie
will atrempt to use the accord
{0 win mternarionak
rerognition of bis regime and
disgredie the FAMLN/FDR

The FMLNFDR, in responss
m the accord, have sud they
will stepup the stragple. They
widcomed the acvord as-a
means of lorcing the Dusrte
regime w negolinle bul lave
said thev will ne lay down
thiar arms 1o deso. Do 4
Cictober w mecting ook place
hetween the Salvadorean
government and the
FRMLMN/FI. As a result an
eight persnn ceaselire
CONMISSinn =— comprising
four gevernment and four
gyernilla representatives —
was carablished. Over four
thouzand refupess have since
rerurned o Bl Salvadoer from
Honduras.

The Guatermalan accord
represents dn oppormnity for
the Sandinistas, but, insofar as
1 erquates the contras with rthe
FMLN and LURNG, It presents
grave risks for the srmggles in
Ei salvador and Guaremala,

and therelore 10 the long min
for Micatagua aclf,

Wide defending the right of
Micuragua 10 puUTsIe any
fmeasures necessary lur its
survival, soclalists musl also
defend rhe FMLN o Fl

Salvador:and the URNG i
Cloaremala avainst any artecks
— diplonatie, coommsic, or
wmlizary — hroughr about as a
result of the accord.

Wirhin the solidarity
mnvement secialists shoudd

arue lor a clear [ine against
imperialist inmervennian in
Cemtral America, pon allowig
the muvement Lo be divided
v the guestion af rhe
Guitemala aceord @

GILL LEE

Aquino on borrowed time

TN LESS THAN (wo vears
sinee President Cory Aguing
was swept Lo power in the
Philippines o 8 wavi: of
popular rebellion rhar vrded
the Marcns dictatorship, ber
government iy virtoally lield
hifstage by the military

The svene lonks ser for a
finsl coup. Tn Angust this vear
Cory Aquing survived the
1n0st aorinus coap altempt of
her presidency. But the price
she paid for the suppoarr of the
generuls who, belaredly, came
1 her rescoe, was che
disinissal of her closest cabnnet
advisors (the remaining
‘progreasives’) in favour ol
hard-limers. Mow the military
pfficers have Uuhitened thei
grip un the pegime, 2 move
alse applauded by many in the
busmess commumry

The mass movement that
TUsE up AgAINET ex-president
Marcos noc only wanted o
aust hime e nad illusions
Acuino, As late as Bay 987,
her sucvess in the legislarve
elections showed that she snll
enjuved considerable personal
pupularity wirh a peuple un
the rebound from the horrars
of & 14 yeur dictarorship,
Tlowever, the bl-in
rontradictions between her
masi hase and her bourgeois
politics are now connng e
L6 FOST .

From the oulset Gory
Aguing’s government has
courted the Amencans: Ar the
same Lime it has sought to
miingain the lovaley of the
‘pomatitunionalist’ wing of the
army under chiel ol seall, Fidel
Ramns, in urder o counter
the growing influgnce of
military leaders of the extreme
right.

With U5 aid she has
supplied the gencrals with mew
weapOns 1o wage ‘Taral war
on the guervillas of the
communiat-led MNew FPeople’s
Army {MNPa) Dunng her
presidency, leaders of the

writkers’ movement have buen
arrested, torlpred — even
assassinaled. Tnomany wwas
and villages governmenl [rQgps
cullaborate with armed anii-
communist vigilante groups
Together they terrorise anid
murder people whooare
thought o be NEA
synipathigers, whn join
unions or who smmply v w
grow food oncstnips of land
fringing the sugur plataions
The miserable poversy of
the mass of the people. as in

August followed 5 rransport
strike that paralysed the
capital, Manila, and fivie othier
PN,

The strike wis provoked by
an inflatioiary. 18 per cenr nise
m Juel prices siddenly
imposed by the government to
appease the Intermauomal
Manerary Fund and Lelp o
repay mterest on the countey s
erippling 326 _ballion forcign
deht. The resulnng explosien
of popnlar disconrent gmive o
new boaost o the lell, uniing

L B L R RUL T LR P

US troops on manoauvres in the Philippines

the ol voaroal law
unalleviared by aocial reforms
A particular bone of
contention i the long:
promised land reform, a piece
of draft legislanon currentdy
lost in the labyrinrhs of

B

Clongress: “Amquing’s land
reform scheme has been
progressively watered-clown
and deprived of fubstanec’
warns the leader of the sugar
workers' unlon, Serge
Cherniguin. *,, Tf she yields w
the pressure of the big
tandowners who make up ber
entourage (and isn't she also
onre of them?) the peasan(s
themaelves will force &
redistmbution of lasd

Indeed, s Atuing's refizal
1o break with the old svstem of
privilege and patronage has
become Inereasingly obvious,
the working class hay sturted
to mobilise on a number of
different fronts. Sigoificantly,
the fatled coup atwempt in

SOCHALISTOUTIOOK red

10 acrion the Trade Ulion
Congress ol the Philippines,
workers [rom the KMU radical
wen federation and the
Bavan { New Painone Alliance)
coalition of tnass
prEganisarions

Tt as Aquine has failed to
mamrain her mass base, she
has fatled o keep the lovalty ol
the ‘military reformists” 1o the
army. Demoralised anu
divided, the varions miditary
factions with nu politieal
parties ol their own 1o
represent e, felr chearod by
Aguing's electoral success in
May which heraided the new
rize of the big famifies. Many
were deeply dismayed as well
by the democratic space
nponed up by the popular
MOVEMEnts, permitting
argansatnons such as the
Partido ng Bayan (Feople’s
Purty, launched In Auaust
1486 by fopmer political
prisopiers) 1o run in the

Mavember December |907
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elections,

This vear's Augus: rebellion
led by Colench Gregono
Honasan revealed the growing
AYCIRE curren! 10

strength of 2
the armed [orees. Honazan
and the majonty of bas 400
mutineers are shll ar large
Meanwhile the far right
dectrine they gtz for —
under which Aquinn and the
‘milirary reformists’ are

lizmissec an being soft an
eommuizm znd halt-hearied
i theeir war against the
puerrllas — ¢obtinues to win
the sympisthy nfa broad
gwathe of young officers.
There 15 now & real danger
fasmiat take-ugver like thar
ol Chile o 1973 which could
plurmmet the country inro a
nightmare of repression. One
imporiant difference, however,

chie extsrence of the

renacious 24, 000-strong New
People's Army with 17 veans”
expericnee. ol waging armed
stimggle agmnst the
government. Quick 1o take
advantape af the mibhirary’s
disarrav folloiing the
Huonasan coup armempt; the
s launched a nomber of
nnprecedented wilensives on
eromomic targets and
continues. Lo build ap irs
arsenal. 11 has offored Adguino
pepuliations on forging a
united front against an army
coup

The Americans
part, aré worred abour the
divisiopns among the varous
ruling class inrerest g'clujjs 11
the Philippines -
that the quernillas have besn
ahle 1o exploat. The Us
therefore keeps s cggs inoall
haskets -
the gevemmmenl and business
circles: lnoa ghtuaron where
the vnly two apninns open for
the bourgenisic are oo rerain
Aquing as a figurehead lor the
army 0t have the military
push hor aside, the Americons
wotld probably profer to see
her stay beocause of her
democratic” world unasge. But
their priority remiins
aafesuand their crumal

fior Thetr

divizions

- the peneralstaff,

ATATCEN INTCTCST 1N e TOgiomn
through their rwn Philippines
naval bases and w salepuand
the vast interests of U% capiial
there, however this can be hest
achieve:l @

KATHY LOWE
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THEY ALWAYS SA1D that it couldn't
happen. Yeéar after year right wing
pnliticiaus and economists would claim
that the western world had “learnt the
lesson” of 1929, and that another stock
market erash on that scale was im-
possible, Well it has happened, and
socialists must grasp the sheer scale and
enormity of It. In arany ways it is going
o change both the international and
nationa} pulitical context in which we
operate. For socialists it will open up
both big oppurtunitics but alse impuor-
tant dangers: Thar will still be truc
even if the stock markets are tempo-
rarily rising by the tme this 35 publ-
ished.

Here we want to give provisional
answers to three guestions. Why did
the crash ocour? What will be the con-
SUUETICES fir the world and Brnitish
cconomy? What will be the political
consequences, particularly in Britain?

In order o thie
background to the crash it is necessary
to locate it within the framework of the
historical development of the world
capitalist ecomomy. The long post-war
boom began to wind down towards the
end of the 1%60s, Since then, the world
capitalist ecanomy has been canght in a
long period of recession, which shows
no sign of ending, Bat within the long
recession there have been temporary

undersiand

upswings and downswings: the most
dramatic downswing was in the 1971-5
TCCCSSION.

Ovwver the past five years, the US
governmenl  has  abandoned tight
financial constraints and boosted s
econpmy by a simple device — runo-
g a huge budget deficit. Part of the
deficit was used to finaace the massive
military build ap, itsell a product of
the new period ol capitahst crisis and
cold war, Bul the vast levels of govern-
ment spending all round boosted de-
mand and made the US economy ox-
pand rapdly, Hand in hand with the
budget deficit, the U8 began to mn a
massive balance of trade delicit as the
cxpanding economy sucked in forcign
importy, especially from  Japan and
Eurnpe,

The budget delicit had two impeor-
tant cffects: first the United Statcs has
had to borrow huge amounts of money,
making it the world’s biggest debtor
nation. Second, it has been under pres-
sure to kecp its interest rates high, to
ensure that funds flowed into New

Meltdown — the crash of "_SE |

York, rather than going to Germany or
elsewhere, where money could be made
out of higher interest rates, But herein
lics the problem. In order to keep funds
flowing into the VS, they were under
pressure Lo maintain high interest rates
which madc it difficult for capitalisis in
the LUnited States itsell o bormow
maney at cheap rates from the banks to
invest. thus threatening a vecession in
the US.

1o other wards, the United Starcs

x.'..|:a;'qll|.:!p|.'a.-.=_-j [T

Panic sets in ot the New York
commaodities exchange

econamy and military kept expanding
by means of deficit financing, building
up huge debrs. But like all delicit
financing, the bill has to be paid some
time. It became increasingly clear that
Lo prevent dcomplete collapse in finan-
cial confidence in the dollar, it was
g{]iT'lg [{1] htf nﬁ:t'!‘-“:l.T}' tey ol gll\'t‘rl‘l-
ment spending, raise taxes, raise inte-
rest rates and in general go for econo-
mic deflation. A [GEHN a0 the stock
market was only a matter of Hme,
There is a segond major reason for
the crash, During the period of velative
cxpansion of the US and world cco-
nomy. financed by the US budget defi-
cit, share prices have risen rapidly in a
massive: spoculative bosm. Now the
value of shares on the stock cxchange is
in the first instance simply determined
by the price other people are prepared

to pay for them, and this involves a Tot
ol subjective elements, especially dur-
ing a wild boom or a big crash. But in
the end, the real value of shares must
be related o the dividend lhey are
likely to pay — the income that can be
received [rom holding them. Onece it
becomes clear that a boom in share
prices has gotten completely oul of
hand, and that the price of shares bares
no relation to the amount of dividend
that can be made [rom holding them:
prices start to go down: and ina period
of gencral  economic  instability,
decline can become pamic and ‘free
fall”,

Simply summed wp, the crash is a
product of the financial chaos caused
by the US trying w pel oul of the
recession by reckless borrowing, thus
undermining international confidence
in the world’s leading capitalist eco-
nomy:-and the doscly related pheno-
menon of the specnlative stock market
boom, itsell fuelled by US economic
expansion. o pof it another wav, the
crash as a typical result of the anarchy
of capitalist production and finance, It
is typical ol the anarchic functioning of
capitalism that in finding a short term
palliative for recession the US govern-
ment prepared the groond for an even
higger recession.

The second question to be answercd
1s the likely cconomic effect of the stock
market crash. There is new no way
that ithe capitalist class in Britain or
internationally can avoid a new waorld
slump as a result of the erash. Recently
both Reagan and Chancellor Lawson
have said that *‘nothing has changed in
the real economy’. That is nonsense
and they know it. The stock market
crash will lead to Tower investment and
hence o slowdown in the growth of the
capitalist. world economy. To ity 1o
bridge the deficit, the US government
must deflate the US economy. inelud-
ing trying to claw back money from the
US working class. A new recession will
lead to heightened competition  be-
tween firms in the fight for profis;
altempis 1o ratse the rate of exploita-
tion of the working ¢lass; and increased
inter-imperialist competition, includ-
ing the possibihiy of a drift (owards
protectionism and new trade wars.

One thing which cannot be predicied
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and the cbming world slump

with accuracy ol course is the fimescde
and duration of the slump, There may
be soon a temporary rise in the stock
markel — we should remember it took
three years after 1929 for Wall Street to
reach its eventual low point, and there
wore several lemporary rises. It will
take some months for the full elfects of
the investment downswing to work
their way through the system, Equally,
we have no way ol knowing whether
the stock markel crash wall lead to the
kind of banking erisis which oceured in
the US after 1929, The evidecoce we
have so far — of central banks pamp-
ing money into the Anancial mstilo-
tioms Looshore them up — scoms to
sugrest that we won't see a banking
collapsc of this sort.

Whatever the timescale and precise
form that the slump takes, the fact that
it is coming cannol be denied. In the
end, slump and recession can only be
got wtel ol by making the working class

pay — thruugh lower wages and a
higher rate of cxploitation, and by a
smaller “social wage” — a cuthack in

the welfare state. In other words, a new
and ferocious attack oo working class
living standards 15 mevitable,

How is all this going o change
prelitics? The political consequences
are going to be many-layered and
complex, but the outlines can e
shetehed. The orash s @ blow (oo all the
myths of ‘popular capitalism’ and 2
“share-nwning democracy”, Thus If is
i massive blow o Thatcheriam wdeolo-
gically, Millions of people, including
those who bought shares, are going (o
geta swilto salutory lesson in some of
the realities ol capitalivm. A the same
time. Bryvan Gould and Neil Kinonock
have been made 1o look pretty stupid
in their headlong pursuit ol sub-
Fhateherite share-owning mythology,
Indeed what has happtned is going tw
make millions of people guestion the
rationality of 3 finandial system which
puts the world economic ovder. and
the Bvelihoowd and well-being o mil-
lions of people, in the hands ol G oy
handtul of immenscly rich financiers.
It will make antr-capitalist propagan-
do and explanations much more cre-
dible and popular: and of coarse this
will have its bigeest impact in the
labour movement,

T OLTTLCIOE bad MavemboriDedember 19RT

fill the left gain from this? There is
ni aulomatic rule which says that
financial aulpmatic
growth and wictory of the lefi. Alter
all, the crash of 192% led, indircetly,
w fascism in Germany and another
non=socialist  solution the ‘new
deal' — in the United: States, But in
Britain in 1987, the left has a massive
opportunity to cnsore that it is a
major beneficiary of the political fall-
ol ol the crash.

crish  means

i P
Britain — dealing floor at Barclays
de Zoete Wedd

The erash politically undermines all
those who tend towards *moderation”
and *business as wsaal™. Tt will shake
up and recompose politics at every
level — both bourgeois and working
class polities, It will tend to streng-
then those who put lrward bold and
radical solutions. There are signs that
alter Thatcher's third elecroral vie-
tory the left iz beginuing to reorganise
itself, both in the Labour Party and
bevond. Far right currents like the
National Front could alse grow as a
result of the stomp. especially if the
left fails to talke advantage of its op-
portunitics. But at the moment the lefl
is much better poised to make the
FUNNing.

OF course, the scientific theorics of
maurxism which have consistently ex-
posed the contradictions of the capi-

talist cconomy, and the Inevitability
of periodic slumps and booms, are the
only theorics which can provide a
framework for understanding what is
going on. But now the lell must ad-
dress itself to political solutions of the
scale necessary to solve the crisis an the
interests ol the working class, Those
can only possibly be anti-capitalise
solutions: Keynesian ‘reflation” of the
economy will only prepare the ground
for a bigger slump,

Overcoming  the anarchy of the
capitalist marker 15 absolutely im-
possible. without nntiun:ﬂiﬂing the
banks and the major financial instito-
tions; nationalising the major firms
and monopolics; instituting a na-
tipnal, and hopelully international,
socialist cconomic plany and fghting
[or workers’ control over production
as the only way of ensuring the imple-
mentation ol a socialist economic
plan.

These are the kind of programmatic
demands which need to be raised in

the  labour movement, haoth o
struggles and in the political and ideo-
logical  debates.  Such  sogialist

perspectives are a million miles away
from the might wing economic think-
inig of the Labour leadership, Bat they
are also some way removed from the
kind of lashionable and confused
idcays on the solt leflt in recent years —
like the notion that “local plans®, small
and *new forms of
social ownership’ were the answer. To
be frank, all such ideas are liddling
around the edges in comparison witli
tlie scale of this crisis, You can™t have
local enterprise initiatives or local co-
ups without finance: and in a slump
you won'Lpet 1L Period.

Nothing could more justify the idea
of socialist planning, on a malinmal
and international scale, as what has
happened over the past lew weeks in
the world™s [nancial markets, The
crisis his shown that those who stand
against the irrationality of capitalism

I'll'iiI“:I'.'ﬂ E'L'E'.'I.

are right.

The Chinese written character for
the word ‘erisis’ is a combination of
those for *danger’ and ‘opportunity”,
Soeialists pow have it in their hands Lo
strengthen the movement in a fquali-
tative way if they seize the opportun-
itv. If not, then the horizon is clouded
with dangers lor socialism and the
wirrking ¢liss.
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After the TUC and Labour Party conference

Will the left fight back?

The TUC
and the
Labaur Party
conference
were tollowed
by the 2000-

strome Socialist

Clonlerence in
Chesterfield
1';"'-'|"|i!:' rlru"
Labour Party

conference

[itave Pracsnr!Saciolisl Outlook

saw a huge attack by the right wing, Chesterfield shows the basis s there

surie of the lefl, PETE FIRMIN reports,

i

e a new

Ken Livingstone and Sharon Atkin address fringe meetings at Labour Party conference —
but Ramaoda Man dominates the proceedings

HUB-THATCHERISM'
phrase used by the left @ the Labour
Party conference o descrlbae
polivies and principles which Kinnoe
and Grould arc oying 1o on thi
parcy. Brvan Gould's speech exinlling
the virmes of shiare ownership, and Xeil
Kinpock’s gem aboui e neccssity
appeal o the (mythical) DI00-a-weck
tlocker, were only the tip ot the weberg
ol the leadershiy’s operation:

In eltect, they plan o roll hack all the

thian 15 the apt
Ihr

T

policy and organisatomal gains made by
I'he terocity of the
right wing's attack and the boldness and

the left sinece 1979

LoOpe il thicir j1|llplim—|§ podiey |'|'|;“1g‘_~._;
caught some people by surprise. Trajns
at nothing less than crushing the el and
all traces of its influence, A simple list o
the leadership’s oljectives will shonw
what i involved!

* 1 redefine 40 “non-

nuclear defence poliy” away from any-

proaressively
thing o do with untlateralism and 1o
it @ simple pedti-lareralism. In this
siicd, thev are
receiving some assistanie o the sod
left, Teoww thie Hkes of Joan Buddoek.

Mk

endeavour, 1t must be

* 1 abandon sov coammitment 0 ex-

wenson of pubhic ownership, and mdeed
any

privatised ndustries: oreplisce chinase o

_J:,_-r il Cvien :'l_'r|._-|lil'-ln..]i:-..-.'lél'i':'.". ]

worrh talk of “new [orms of social owner
ship’. ‘What the
'|1.x']'_.|_"':-c:‘l.i|| e WwWas L'J.L"ét'l.']'\: n;'l__-|:.| L] .I‘.-!':!'J h'\.'
Brvan Gould when he supported wide

share ownership s & mneans of “spread

[iir ol saca

TRy

‘the key questions of the
economy and nationalisation
were hardly addressed by the

main left leaders’
Latuesis

e pWeT = owirdely” — i

mtinn &l the best of times, but looking
distinctly =ick alter the collapse of the
ok market

*I'o ovorthros the demooratic reform=
made inthe party,
[§ 5T

esprerially those relal
MPs, wda thi
intbevehuciioe of the eleetoral college ver-
“nete mieinber, one vote'

T 1 peslection
ST LH
= T seize control of every aspect ol the
party structure by antacking the LYY,
Labour Parre wamen s conlerence, ¢los-

e el Lafonr Wegkly andso onm

———‘

wiall b
the policy review which will b

1 P T«
woemrss BEE

Ttas  opcratien CLYS L
matee] In
e Kt
and indusiey spo-

Ij]'_:_'l_l_"']"l_.:_l‘{l'll il |||l.' RSN
am. to e eade
kesperson Jobin Smih. s 1o "res
whele stance of the pany” — in othr
words move lundamentally 1o the right

of the baswes ol Thiar-

1z | Fir

ana dooegl sonnd
cherite philosephy
['heere b i doubt

that this is
the st proliund

rates” insicle
party since the attemypn by Gaitskell (o

dbandon clause 0 in thie early 1960s
Indeed, the present situation has somc

o parallels with thardelm

Contskedl did, cha

wek is SAVINE, Ay
the soirkene class 15 now, i is N
ar “affluent’ workime class. and thin we
hagwe therctore toe shobl o CLVRE R al away
fram
Al @ 1T Y

Kinnnck 1=
socinloey ahout the *demnise of the
rublsish
aru] isvsnill robsbish

the ponir and the dispossessed, wh

wstny  hall-baked  puj

wilh-

me . Claas which was
Cramrskel]l floamed o 1
whern mitch more lishtweish Aouares ke
Kinmoek aoel Crouled spout 1

Uhe hassioe ] booing which greeied
1 he Cronaled shure-
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owning speech s indicanve ol o generd
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althe vesistance ar the Labour
Pariy voalerenes and ar what happoned
al The sofmeqoent Chesiechieli] Socialis
{ionferenoy,

Betore the Labour conlorcroe  some
membors of the Labour Co-ordinating
Closmmmittee (T stocring eorpanittes

lisiek

aritd od the Tabwper Tefl Tiaison gt aug g
I'r_11,5r.'r't-r|-[:-|!|r|| stivlerrnieind e
allirming left wing policics. Prominent
signatnries were RKen
Livinustone, Aan Termafoe,. Joan Rl
dock: Viadimir Derer and Poerer am,
This srarcment was o ogood sinanve;
which snduranted the vighr wing of e
L anch lefe the ecditor ol Marsion Todag
‘protoundhy depressed’, Bs moin weak-
nss wis that it remained simply ar the
Ievel ot demands on a lutuee Lalw

arrony, e

wovertment, dml the consequences here
and pow o labogr mevement acton
were ol rrmechate v ol sl

A e Taabwier ooy vomlerenee sl
the response ol the lefo, and espeaially
the sofr lotr, was veory weak, The koy
ppuesstanres ol the ecomrny annl delence of
natonabsanon wiere hardly il reesseck i
all by the muain lefe leaders

Tuest s i 1986, the
Luboar Parey lesisg walling o e dosn

arctinns @t the

ane bo crushed by the mghrward-moving
stearnroller were e ot appressed soc-
tioms af the o lasd wimnetn amml Dbk
peoplo. Worien shiswed theie ool
Faw restusing o be tobbod ot several tires
durimye ponterence anc eoninuing ther

L R

prraresny
“Hed Fiag' Teemiss e s than thieve s
developing provess of polivcal diflersn
eation within black scctions and among
wornen T Fhie prarty

[ 'Fre-

rizhi L o the simgang ol the

tyaisand
socialises In Chesierlield tn Qe wis
a boast for the left A laroe prapurtion ol

yrEnbere T e (iR W

thie prmléaiende were rank aned hle trade
st aded Taslwire Pariy inembiers, Uhi
gonference revealod w0 deiep bestifiog o
thi moves of the Labour Jeadershp o

‘the Chesterfield conference
was a boost for the left’

prush thie paeelty g the right. As one
dlelesate said: “thisonnterence bas drawn
v line nl thiese

ol e thee el
whit sre an the last amalvsis prepared 1o
fizht Back
goainst those who o the end dre g
pared tooro alono withoor

Thi

chespuie ihe vlastowirh the nangasal ani-

aminst  Boannockssim s

Fe varaowr ar thes conlorenee.

apirtirend  demomsieainm,  revealed. a
mew o ol wamiimy Lo organise e o
hzhthuck aned o roassert basic soeiplis
Chue of the reasons for thoe
sieess ol the fact

it he osiaeesme s stmeeh 10 Titme -

(e ades
conferenece was the

gether maligants eor il the Faslmner
Partv. sorcther with those trom the cracde
ey, campaigns — il andesd speial-
s aeiivasis mel e the Taabwmsr Thesiy

Phisowas a correct appeossch; and o o
pere whieh noeds oo be .;'|;_;|1|;1|||_-'.'||||'\-|-'|| LA
wny approach on the lett which sticks
ibsessively 1 omlernal Labour Tare,
seTLICEUres grid canvnses

Chpe ol the things which diminazed
thes sedormed Ll ol the conlference was an
understanding  thal the Sock marke
crash heralded impartant changssan the
political  smuation o which
aprrales and will tend o undormine the
crichibaliiy of Kinnowkrson.

‘||I' !L-:r

Another pasitive aspect of the conler-
the fgeling thar the

stcializts. which

LTI Wl L=

archmmation ol Wk
e omning thesre arghil to lie vomiinued
A furher
Slay,
lacks and vonferenees will Ty
rlany dreas botore then

Chac firal point {hesterficid
neects mentontng — the meor-speoch
by Ken lovingstonc. dn bis speech o
riepened the ot rns olten pat forwierd b

vopterpuce 05w be held in
and reeonal amd  local Tepogt-
hiclel in

sl

Lany Benn and onhers, tha e i m
the labour mevermien) bsoqusl abour poli-
cies, nor personalities: Ll van sou
bhoeve siwialisn policics’, askod Laving
iy e Jed by amcond like
Roamday Mo Donabed?’

This sounded 10 many ke @ decbas-
st war aead st Binaock and R
oickisma. Whisther 1y

war clearly needs, wasming belore nex

=LTETNL

wiks o mal, sueh 8

yiar = ronleremes conesiglers the leade

ship s policy riview @

Ramada Man: fact or fiction?

DECADES Atd), experts and commen-
tators were taken in by o skillul fake.,
The discovery of the sapposed prehisto-

| mic remaing of ‘Pilidown Man® gene-
rated all kinds of wild theories an cvn-
luatitim.,

cxposed. the Kinnuck leadership is ai-
tempiing to palm ofl & new myth. We
catt eall this ‘Ramada Man®, after
Brighron's luxurious Ramada
Renaissance Hotel, ab which Kinpock
and his camp [ullowers held court dur-
ing this yeat's party conference,
Descriptions ol this new  species
vary. According Lo Koo Todd, he is &
docker on £400 a week, (rumours that
Todd was referring (o Brian Nicholson
have not been dented) and has a holi-
day home in Marbella,
| But by eommon consenl Ramada
Man ix male, owns 4 house, d Tow
sleares, and fecls well-off.

How many Ramada Men are there?
We know there are not many dockers
left. Latest government figures show
thit average weekly pay far the top ten
per eont of mannal waorkers s only

Now, vears aller Piltdown Mau wias.

£261: if Bon Tadd is right ahout the
£4000 8 week figures, there can’t he
many vates to he won thern.

Even the lop ten per cent ol all male
wiitkers Eall £30 3 week shortof Taodd s
docker,

O course some manual workers are
known 1o carn 400 a week o more:
most well-known have been Fleet Street
priorwarkers. But national newspaper
jobs have been axed, provincial mews
barons are booting oul unionised prine-
workers, and rhousands of socat and
s members are learning how flimsy
has been their presperity. which rested
on irade union strengih.

Ramada Man also owns a hoases afrer
Tory policics have stifled eouneil he-
sebuilding he probahly has litle
choice. But do mortgages stop workers
challenging capitalism? Thousands of
miners with mortgages joined a year-
Inng strike tn defend their communitics
and the mdustty they depend wpon:
millivns of Labour veles have alwiys
come  [rom ewner-ecoupiers appalled
by Tory policies.

Ramada Man nwns a few shares —

—.___——.—.—J

maybe E£500 worth, I0 80, he has
gambled o vear's cquivalene of €10 a
weeh at the bookics: hiz return on that
investment may equal one good win on I
an outsider. His shareholding is In-
significant in rélslion to the stakes of |
the banks and trosts — and he gets no
voice in company policies. While his
share is welcome spending
money, he gan’t Byve on it In uo woay

income

does it compare with the share income
of the capitalist clazs. I Lie loses his job
T will have toosell the shares ta avoid |
hassle from social security.

Behind the defeatist mythology of
Rzmada
fart:
spcialist. even Toryewoling seclion of

Man lies an wnoomlortable
there has always been a noon-
the working class, particularly ils moere
privileged  layers, Old-style
bureauceats like Erie Hammond have
alwuys veflected theie pecjndices. But
now the teendy Tabooe line is 1o allow
this backward rump to dictate policy.

ML

Ar Teast Piltdoewn Man's creatur pro-
duced a bag of honcs to back up Lhe
prank: Ramada Man carries as much
conviction i Cinderella’s coach’ at [ive
past midnight ®

SLALETOLTIONE  wad MovemberDacember |
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Share-owning democracy?

BRYAN FOULDYE Fabour Party con-
feronee speech calling for-a re-cvaluartion
of Labour’s atlitude 1o share owncrship
bv warkers was rightly mer with con-
sicerahle Bur in faer the
|.abour leadershm owas tonning this idea
hefore the Jethm Smich andd
Yavid Blunketr incloded worker share
pwnership as & major part of their of-
ficial proposals for “new forms of soeial

bty

clecrinm

gwnership' in RS, and 3l was #@n dm-
portint element of the Greater London
Entcrprise Board’s policy before thiat.
Lacking any elear ecanormn straleygy,
even accoons Of the hared el bave (allen
for this: tune. Oln the same day oy
Croaded s :;pw-rh, campaign group MP
Brian Scdgemore proposcd thar a third
of public companies’ shaves should Be
transierredd 1 g workers' trest, with the
supposcd somc
wodld Become millimares r_'ﬂ.'r_'rnight'

resull  that workeTs

Cronld’s propesal was chisracieristical-
Ly cagues, and maddled rogether two dit-
ferent forms of worker share oswnership;
pweneeship of shares 1o eeneral, amel
pownerstup ol shares i ihe worker’s own
firm. The first ol these has been pro-
tnoted by the government theoweh the
marketing of shaves o privaleseld in
nnprecedentedly wide
scale, "This way .of selling shares hus Tl
the alrn of making  ceoanonalisation

I‘lll‘ill'll"H 1 an

rrire dilfienalt amd for (thes Thatcher (and
British caprtal) have been willing 1o pay
a huge bill: the
feressary W ensure aowide take-up have
beeny seareely hall the companies’ roal
valuc, On BT and British Gas alone, e
poverniment has torteited o profn ol over
£3 halleny.

With these Lavish handouts; and the

FINC-AWAY  [Iries

lonw threzhold zct for mandneen share ap
plications; it is ooy surprising thar sore
preenapaled B o bonght the shares. Only
per cent of adules
shares, compared with s#ven per cont i
1974

Rty IECIW 1T

Clearly mostshares have been boooiu
by the middle elass and a vormparatively
spaall ouseiber ol better-off workers. As
ol dast year only four per cent of share
ownors were unskilled ol semi-skilled
workers, There i liftle indicagion that
these completcly cxceptional share s
have whetted the appetite of many of
new share owners fur aormal specuba-

Jex

Hon e shares despite the steadilv rising
prives on the stock cxchange of the las
few vears:

Morcover, having
money, many peiple bave cashed theoir

duomebslerd  thear

EOICIALIST DUTLRDOKE - re 4 NovemberiDecember 1987

shares in, ON the inital shareholders i
British Avrwidvs, for cxample, 63 per
cent have sold our. In Brivzh Gas a thinl
sold our in the first four menths in spire
of voucher and share offer incsntves to
retain shares.

The large number of sharcholders in
thes companics, including
among theit own workers, does nil in
any way enhance "democrany’. The ma

prrival e

Jority of shares wre already in the hands
ol the fnancial insttutdons: i the
privatised half:of BT only 24 per cent ol
sharcs  arc mow held by
shareholders, while (64 percent are held

stz

by only 3HE owners, manly instumetons
and firms: Kven if the sharcs were equal-
Iy dismibured throughom
priprlation, there are niy mechanisms for

the enlire

debating  and  determining company

pulicy

A member of
the rank and
filofax?

imconsistendics ol Brvan Gould's

Sshave-owning demoeracy’,

What

fnye

cttect does share ownership
(e mew shure owners? Con-
trary o Mearzaem Todey s conrention, and
comipary tor the sugpeston in Kinneck's
conlerence speech, buying -shares in
privatized industies doesnint necessarily

l‘i[]'l.'."[ |'."'L|Ui|'l." CiE e II'.II"r!_k:f' o CLIP Y CRIT
All thar s
necessiary is LT of savines and a desise
ey cloable i,

Wliere TEVC
shards thiz iz cszcnrially
toree of saving oot Budibing soceiy, T
i way ol keepung the value of money
tar future wse, not the accumulanon of
capital. Baving has bheen underiaken by

vy Thanherie”  valucs,

retained their
an alternative

workers

the better-oll parts ol the Brdsh work-
ing class lor the last 130 vears and is
hardly aninvendon of Thatcher. For the
average new sharvehiolder, the profit, in
the [orn of dividend mvoeme, is small,
i

G- & vear

A porentially much moere mportant
torm of share ownership fromea politcal
point of view, and the one Labour has
rended o hughlicht, soownership of

shares 1 Lthe workers" own rompany

This 15 often used ax a
throush

IECAsures

op W pash
restruciuring
relatively

dernaging
bt werl|-
I'he shares issued on
the

[VFEVEHEISETE inilusrics are e t"N.'-]I_'I'_I]:Il.I:_

oroarnsed wirkers

Lvpurabds rerms 1o WOTKETs In

Another is the issue of sharcs ‘o ex-
change tor’ massive cuts in pay which
have been pegilizied |y loss-makiong 1S

corporarions sich as TWA aml Chovsler

Nour pay iz cur now, bt the corpora-

ton will récover bs profizabifity and
evenbimathy v dis well oue of 17w the
messagd. Inorhese cases, worker share

owtership i3 2 s “term expicdicnt for

the enag

Waorkers shure ownership or prof
sharing sehemes can also help manage
reent i tlie long tern, by Desibily link-

e werties b pradids arel by creating an

armmosphere of *vooperarion’ inthe firm
A paoperative policy diay seem d far ory

Ligyens the |.|I|'!-|.'f:'.| (TLRL ol SF S04 Lo 8 LS .'.II.II("-' iH

Yo roopmralion with rage union

jririka

ICAGErs &c
But a

FRERCIT 0N e TR

511]5:511‘.‘&1'_: Liiion Organisa-
pedicy ol

o7t LA srent
CROT TTRATLARAESIMETN &
wrms — can have big advantages for
capital, lowering labour turiover and
alwsenleesim and inrreasing the el
ol proviuction and producrivicy

I'his cany Be wery anrdctive o the
Labwwr amd irade union leadership since
ir offers 7 now cxcuse tor class collabora-
don: they can appear as represcitatives
) and the

i tenlichiened” mianagement
L Ehees a riesw, B rrmesTieins Illlith'll'E:lJ
relations

While sharc-ownership schemes are
alwaysa misky aptmn, they may appear
AlITACTENVS T '||'|.'l_'I|_'!'C":rS 1 P.Irrh"l'l!ilT' I‘I TIHS,
But they mre & donger for the working
class ae aowhel
ends Lo mICrease
within -
role of na-

Share ownership

divisions between workess
dustrics by weakening the
tivreal eolledtyve bargrining

gle, T teridds 1o tnerease divisions within

anul strug-

firms; wich long standing, often skilled
mmalic wirkers benefiting
dispropordonarcly

Mhe degree of intldence on manage-
ment that may accompany worker shars
(especially. i exorcised
through a pooled Lrust) tends o draw

owiership

wirkers more strongly bnto helping their
firte o compeie, deeperung the come
petitive anarchy of capitalist organisa-
tion: Utoas nel aoweak form of indusinal
planning. lr vi the afete ol planning.
There share
ownership

15 no democracy o

11
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The 1967 abortion act was a
major breakthrough for women.
By the twenticth anniversary ol
its coming inta effect, some
three million will have had legal
abortions. Those rwenty vears
have seen manv artecmpts of the
anti-abortion lobby to curb, and

ol the women’s movement 1o

light for. a woman's right to
The

campalgn

control her own fertility.
Alton bill and the
against it have once more
broughr the 1ssue to the fore,
LEONORA LLOYD arcues
that the struggle for & worman's
right of control over her own
body involves much more than
Like
other legislative advances of the

defending the "67 act.

sixties, such as on
homosexuality, it was seriously
Nawed.

mtroduced e PHGD
Ohtelyer 27

vl six menths larer

vy STEEL'S Lall,
meceiverd the roval
167, conming
The delay wus (o orcler
rime to gear up for the expeered demand lor
|'|-_'-w|_\ Tepal shinie This the WHS
singularly faited 1o da
Il Aprl 1966 the
Assoriarton s conterence on tatally
undercsiimared the demand thers would b
[ legal; ted Lt there
werisomae B0, 000- 100,000 illepal soortions,
based on surveys,

ila=drl v

Imler 4200

ro e the N HES mare

nns,

Planmieng
aboriion

Famitly

shorrion. Lo was-estimma

nurnless of wamen whn
clicd nr snffersd oiher Gad ellects, anl police
[FrORETA TS

Tn Fact. murbers of deaths had been drop-
ping steadily, for g af reasons, Tr had
heen possible fon' some time e get Jegal abaor-
rinns. A Dioctor Bonme performed an abor
tign in PSR an a fourteen vear old v
multiple rape and the suikbise qr
'danger to life
phivaical
thar doctors performing - abor
usually

VATICEy

st ol

ent cOUrt Cise
derided thial includar severe

mental gl harm ta the woman
This reant
Fions ile ul_;l'l-l :-'-11rl-l
s of Pwn pvchiatriss,

the mmoral

after getung the
o were safe [rom
prosecutinn. Az chimaie chanped.
more abnrmons were perlormsd o this way

tiom,. ‘D and Cs! {seraping the

menstraal pro-

ETS

wonnh, wsually W orelieve

hlems) became a euphemism under which

SEI- |-:~ al  abwertion:  were cdope, olen
the rmore
countnes, sisch  as Sweden -and

abarrions, but this waz anlv

privarely
liberal
Switeeriznd fon
fur the woalrhy

Fop the por,

(dther wornen escaped Lo

Friday, payv dav, conrinoed

The implementation of the ‘67 act depended on a medical establishment |

AbOI"I'IOI‘I' twenty ye

L e thie. iy sty pleared e e
ardd of al I.-_-_..

ANDCIpAtinm of e

=nely srbigpn fheeradisadior

e sl huolne 1 bl =

Phoose who o

themnselves nrswent 2w the comer =

neighbiurhond abortsnise Fopraved reas-

et df seps thar drearths from iltegal

aboruun dropped belore 1968, even i 1k L||.

cases. Lheath rutes in countries: ke Sweden .|.-.-:c'-|-:_ i bkapg
deappid fasrer =il = Lrueder Labour miovermenl. Toowas
ot un bl ahigmdy=sedurid gy soone unrl

‘the existence of NAC. born of
the women's movement,
changed the terms of the

debate’

The FRA conlerence believed that ther= me bt twinsdovtors
wimbd sl be o conps lsle poereier wl I'he vors headd oo i
illegal abortione weder any chanee o the law  granc rtior, and Lhese
rhar rhev coold  envisages. e i e ajor porlileins
estimated chal duslv F300H00 ek (heap |

1000wzl e carred ou

post-lesallsation, Chief b

s sl w1
 ploctons anr] o

thar rthe rharoes o

LOHICELTL

abut silely as EER] i~ e R B L] AT A H
al aboriuen
It sheneld bie remembaeres tha ntil fa (1] U driiines Bk o rk 1e
SCMIAELIST QY 2 Moaenbai (Dackinkian T9ET




mragenity the dungers of begal abortion,
roue thal this clause allows aboriomn e
aranl _{‘5|‘l|‘f|.1f]f.' whi ermrpled swith the re-

yuiremmenl i the agl for the dovior o ke -
reeaccaint the proscat snd forvseealile condi-
rtomns af the woman — rthe well-known so-
called “sheial ¢lause’

Cither groundy for abortion inelude the
current-or loreseeable eliect om any orher
ldren the mather meay bave now or in the
future (Jor example, where a child is han

Lt

dicapped and another child wounld over
burden the mother); or where thers 12 0 risk
of iy child ‘being borm handicapped. The
gronnds do e, for esample,
aftér rape. perbiaps Becsuse it owas
assumcd thar pregnancy i thar spuation
wonld  affecs the womyan's health
enough o be covered already; bot whar of
the case of the woman whn is strong eneigh
o cope with the rape, bur soll does nor wanr

speeify alipe-
tirm

(LR L

W ocarry a rapist’s clald?

Crerall, b uut lurmed oo o be pater
malistic — women who needed  abortons
wore scenas essencatly unable o make un
poreant decistans in their wwa loterests, pro-
ved by the facr that thew Bad managed ot oel
tiemselves’ pregnant i the Ticse place. I is
perhaps fignificant thar, i practice,
st often cired groveed B the puental sl
nf Lhe woman, with *depression’ (he singl

We have oot amoved

i

mose used dizenoss

SOCIALST QUILOOE. ned  havenberDecember 1087

R S )

el hose starting point was not always the interests and wishes of women

ears since the '67 act

vepy Fir [mom the pre-1967 davs when @
waiman will an unwanred pregnancy was
vicwer] as mentally unable rpocopo with her
sitwation. Certainly that is enough m make
anyvone cepressed!

s well as these inberent aws, the act, as
history has shown, was wide open {or
amendment and artacks. There had been o
lor of argument donng 1rs passage, for exan:
ple, about how serionsly il the worman Jiadd

wuullhy women esciped to more
liberal countries for abortions’

1o becamid How high the risk ol malleremiation
of the feras. These sort o debales were
repeated each fime a0 atlempt was made 1o
amend the bill. Even more tmpartant, thero
wils no  provision in the ace for héalth
authurities 1 be obliged 1o provide facthines:

When the wot came into nperacnom on
Agpril 27 [9G% the huospital: wwon became
oerwheimed
had worked for yenrs Lo et the act, and
privare clintes, fun by those with rather less
pure marives, doon came oo being, the lag-
rer especially being a rarger of media abusa

LUntl June £973, when rhe first National
Abdrtivn Campaign (MAC) demonstrarion
wits held, public discussion of abortion was
Even so; a poll conducted by

Charlues, run by those whao

wiery Tow ke

the ant-abornniisis @ part of thels leadup
i dbie James White hill i Felbiroame 197
shrvwe }

those s ring abmriea

demand {thirreon iy e
those whiv opp
wirh rhi

L} were grealer Lan
ed iventirely {nine perecn

[ RREE]

byosupportine aboection o &

wide varity of cises (with handies

highest, g5 i =il remanes, woms
The AL, boro of
women's movement, changed

carptence  of the

rhe

TCETns ol

the debate, because for e frst nme he
Frabkly wiis it e
1N CCELL EHY
U br -a
thoise, [ Il Aantophing
: ¥ VoW

wrtten oy 8 teviser] veesion ol s Caima: fior
wirien il ywerk’.

The lirst mass uriranised iy

unsea bidl g
farneses WY baiee

Heapvi Lill, in

A0 TUENE AT BeEvem T-I'Il"' oAl
hued guae lar bevend the '6

asend b Crlasgow
By rhe time of the
Ml g

s its 8
cornings bevame clear Anoamwbeelia, wnited
theretorr sel  up
U Nlic the Benyon Rall, and U
ic was rnpeatdd, willl even grearer suc
w5 with the

Froarml
S Wiealls

il e WS

Chrrmie

gt
Redentdy, WAC has heer iost ruwmnencal 1noser-

crmpiaign e fight the lnlest artuck

W bt benelics b
Wl
a Mawodl wel g

= the art bronght wosnen

are we workime so hard moodefrnel such
inst this [dtess areark?

Wy rhe recotelds winiverary of the act
samne thres million wormsns will have had an
abnerion. Wirh few deaths 2
i this

1

ness,

g huze win lor
wmen s nealrk

Women have abnve al aatpigal e betne
able wr plan their hves. The insistenee tay

we hive che mehr'of eomeral over oir own
bioclies has fied  repercussions  for these
fightirg for frevdom 1o express Lheir awn
sexialioy and for woms wanling misre con

trol over the predssss of giving birth
1he

svatlabiliy ol
st Tar

rear Sseven month babaes’

For WO,
had
GlgEn’ marr
nvw ocoar. Wamen on longor feel compelled
they are pregnant. They
cin ootk o choce between abwortion. ur

FOLIng

abwrtion has citert fewer

toomarry because
keeping the baly or udoption.

Togal abortian s not the same: thing as
sl |'-:‘:_;_m.i|,\ or Ireedoan for women, Buar e
5a necciaalry prercowisite; Women: do not

1w ahartisn as & farm of conrracepion and
the nercased o5 of confraceplion does nor
prevent zhortion, far from it Onee women
dccepr the idea thai they can control their
lersilisy; 3f their conteaccpticn lets them
divwr, thev are far readior to turn 1o abortion
ay @ back up

It is (his fechng of wanting to maintain
cuntd el thar i behind the massve responses
from wornen euch thmn the nght 10 ahortion
i artacked. What become taken for
granted laceames threarcned Anti-
abortiviisrs know thal women will not stop
tuving abortions — the question is, will
these abortions be safe and legal, or will they
b illegal? Worien know that legal abortion
1= worth fighnng for

has

wl a low rate af

13
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The massive wave ol cutbacks
hitting health authorides all over
the country are no accident or
coincidence. Tory ministers
have deliberately cngineered a
linancial crisis designed to
undermine confidence in the
future of the NTIS. JOHN
LISTER argues that the labour
movement must develop a
fighting response.

SINCE JURE, the same health servier whick
Tory tnsiers  insisted  was
hands® hag romie onder 2 harrage of outs
Health authonities have been closing beds,
warcls, rasualty units and clinicy, canceliing

“dafe in our

developments and even cutting nursimng stifl
in & mrad scramble 1o meet cash limils:

Az the cush
managers, pollticians angl acadomics have
dbandoned apv. prefcnoe of eommirment
the old coalitanan ideals of a health service
fursded fram taxation and Iree to all at o
of use

bigs  run oout, genoral

The finanvial disgsters are the direet mrt
come ol conscious T ory policies anoe 1979
®  Hyalth anrhomres" real spending puwer
bz each vear heen held down despile the
prowing onses of caring e an increasingly
popalaton, Ihe
resrirees gap L981-85 luss been estunarced by

elclerly curnuliarive
an &ll-party commons comeitlee ar £1.325
hillion:

® - Achatrary rost 1m
provements’ have car annrher 1.5 per cenl
pach vear from hudgors

demands  for

® This year's elechoneenng 4 per cen)
pav award to norses and sulsegquent poay
frals have lumbered healtls puthorites with
unpaid balls.
& Tlealth sutherues have been allommed
nnly 3,75 per cent exlri Lo cover prne infla-
T, vel MIUS prlocs @ « l\.])l_'{r{‘-.'l T} rise |.J:-
7.5 per gent, underfunding this vear 18 likely
1o total somie S50

Ewery ang of these policies s hoen guire
deliberate, in particalar the decisions not o
fund inflanon and pav awards were taken
rarlier thizs vear o the knowledge thar o«
wionld ereatr 2 majer cnsis by aummn
after-the elecrion votes were counted.

Thatcher knows: thint had she campaigned
on ber real policies — cutbacks and magor
inrnads. by  private  vehicin NIS
hioapiteals she would have heen tronnced ar
thepolls, Sushie has been forced to-adopt a
mare devious approach

The key bas been crcating a major fun

ding crigis. The common assumption ol

managemenl and most pundicsis that Lhe old
WHS iz finished: o will never again be possi-
ble e fund it adequarely from taxaton. Phis
defeatist assumption is used to justily dragg-
iy privarisanon plans oot of the closel which
ever Thatcher's. ‘barmy nght’ previously
liesitared to spell vay

=

Murses on te morning dugs round in a Sheffield hospital

Withit weeks of | e clisenan resule, the -

sbtute o healith fsorviee imanggomeny com

massioned A stodv af cthe varions ways o
whinh private hoalth firens
he
ailing hospails, Phese manaeers, logerhn
with the Boundering acadenics ol thi kaes
luad who vy conclucting

i wlinrges Lo

hovare could ingect extrd cosio il o

sippilas survey,

will i be the firse oo fnar & whinle s

ston of conrraerraal tdeas, auch 25 irsorance

T e e T e |

srhemes, charging putienls (o
consultaiionsiand evern GF

schetrmts:

wdriissins

Vi) YO

k-t o

ane call ks o9
private brealih care S
Sopee Bealth authorres (ine
e & Hackney,
rih - Sonnhwark) are sf
somne af thiese rvpes of schomes lor Link ups
with the private sector —

It Ldx-

X

and Towizsh

) CRTTYITHE G

which were lits:
praposerd in the Thateberiee Adurn Bovth

EOCIALST OUTLESSK nad HovembBer fIscamrsmere 1987




lostituie’s 'oraeps rops vk ap §5994
Pors hisasiith secrclany _].j:l n Moate will he

able 1o staned back anc

befnre hearts. Th

proach to'the m

g |'|||:::'||' T RTrEOTE

elv the “no-risk” ap

stoemotionally chursed -
bermpE Vel Bt PrIviiLisHt i
S where 18 the autery froen the T.al

lpaclers? There was no |
thar Kinnin

v from. Brighe

K 5 LeE

aredvware il the pace o1

5 of the threat

SOCILALST OUTLOCK  nad

‘rethink”  of
Labour's policies has so far centred on

guerying raditienal opposition Lo

Wense;  the  wholesale
o LR ET b
wan, and rerreating fram cany pledees
spend mnre

TAX[IAVOTE MO
Kinnock’s front bench has neither the
comrniiment or the Lot

le u wage o ol

ot

s e fonee of thiz, the oes popota)
prublic service

Sice Tinee 11 &
%1% has i

seally new agendy for the

nset by tloe Ul
Imszanee, 1L 0% 1w COrTmony
ririme thar demand lor
{John

pil
hear and resd ass
ealth care i3 somehow “meatiabhb

Maonre) ot

o«

nfinite’ owhilsl e faxpayers
= e mTIS s e

allieil
i acnee services, L1 (e

willingness e [0
Whii nons

e ured — ¢

Thisrei= 2 finite

wailing lists were eleared  tomuormow,  fow
wiule b hack tor the same trear-

tlas

et prevenTative

methicine

Clemiand

The ‘rebellivas texpayer (always presum

el WL

ST afcl lieghthy ) is a8 miuck 2 Breion as
All the aliermative’
v than e X115, and

lemand'

the oz

3re

ur should be warmng rhat

it owilh ergmiee and) fead 0 poal

e hnatal
rehellion

wheii lirs PATICNIR ATTIVE for treatonenl 1o

Lace

+ IIIII-|-."|'=

a GF appoiniment, or a2

weekls hutel  chia for &

all the miedia hype, privane
ig utll p
than mine per cent of the
cowered L al insurance. —
ity throogh crmp

NICTRIEETL

wlowncly l_:|l_|_'|_l::|||n‘.' Less

i are

prvali

iy schemes which con
alth

Thougt Thatcher’s strategy roos1t-

#i retirement — when |
neered

05 TrHeRT
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privile e
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Socialist Outlook wunts your letters! 17 you feel moved tn write — and we hope you will —

please try and keep tu = maximum of 300 words. Send n: PEY Box 715,

Finally, there arc some parts of the
article whack stvunk me as sounding really
winpian. 1t talks about “the inherenr danger
for children living in [amilies” becoming
apparent to more people. Then it says
‘ermpowering children would destroy the
puwer sroscture of the nuclear family in
capitalist sodbery’ So it wibd, bt rhe
chances of it happening before the

London SW2 3TN,

destructon uf vapitalism are Zero peint
zern per Leat The truth of the matter &=
that e muclisr family s going w be he
predeeninant form of the organisation nf
personal fife in advanced capitalism for a
very fomg fime. Children are going
pantinie to live io families, and they
canmor be i oany lendanental way
‘empowered’ within thepy withoone a twtal

Economism, functionalism and covert liberalism

Drisd Ahren s andd Judith Paton’s darticle
avaiele the errors of mast ol Lthe el pressom
thiar it enndrons the problems ol analysing
the ‘.;-]rru]}- w termns ol baogh L":l].'l]hz]l‘sll'l anid
patrimcly. whichos a precondinnn of an
adequite marxisl explanation

Unformnuely, i saffors from a degree of
econamistn and funenonalism en thye one
liand wrdd b coverr liberalism on the orher.
Tt alset tends 1o slide inoo an cssennaliseand
therglure anri-materinhigt view of the lamily,
ant poportantly, ul sexualiny

1 jeerrmunty e case shat the familv 1=
Juugtional” for capital inwavs pomnced by
Lhary amel udith, Such an anolvsis,
hewever, wenores the connplesiiics of power
Felations warhin families aned she divessice ol
farmtdy forms willuz which male dhnnipance
has dustorically Leen esorrised.

Whe are tald “cliiled sexual abnese bas
cxistod g lone as the famedy hageasmd’
What iy meant by thas! Lssuncls as i the
tamily his bern in existence in aome
sedegntiul Frivmsinee Ut beginnimag ol G

Family formes, as well g the prsaonnt
chitbdren withus househnlds and within
sociery atlapee, have buivn subiject o
cansiderabile hiztarical chanpe. Nonetholess
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philehionel, CM course, patravehy inooue
snciety cannol e understonnd satheo
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prither forics po Fegsiveriess an pHEPRRETITLL,
pir for the changes e hus undcrgnne.
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mtele or I be espedereed podadee Lo Tifein
ber awn Bands st a mmionen) of criss?
survvors o all o ol olsilel abgse wre
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rhange in existing sncial reladons which
wornld mean the destruetion of the moaclear
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semitlily w0 that the wvtigld alnise ol
cldlidrem i ersaned @ epialitanively diftoremns
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Lt T gl TR e Jreewisen Jrirmni abwl s
aarl comstracting sew forsal malk
sivsniakily
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Lenin addressing o demonstration in Sverdlov Square, Moscow, May 1920 —
Kamenev and Trotsky await their turn to speak

I I I ( soventy vears after the Ociober revelution, the

Soviet Umion and 1he international class sinuggle

baave evolved very dittereney tromn the political

®
u S S I a I l programne ol Bolshevism and the hopes ol
Lasnin and Trorsky.

['he otficial communist paroes

L]
e ‘ 7 0 utlon may stll celebrate the
HITIVETSATY ol the Oletoher

revolution, but they have turned their backs on every ome ol the political and theoretical
strengths which made that revolution possible.

It falls to rotskyisis, odav’s consistent revolutionary marxists, w uphold the principles
and methods of Bolshevism.

To celebrate sur revolunon, JOHN LISTER laoks at some of the kev events and politieal
issues that laid the basis for the grear Oclobwr vicrory,
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sprial demoeratic partios @
the collapie of internatonalism in rhe
Second loterpational.

WA o

Leman in Seprember oun chroagh the
walfle and spelied oot the hy

borealiry
al the war:

“The strogole for markers anr for
plundering loreivn Linds; the eaper-
negs 1o head ofl the sevolutionary
movespent of the peolelarsn and o
eiysh elemmerany wirhin cach conattis
the iirge to deceive, divide and crus
rthe proletanians ol all couneemes, toom-
cite the wape shives ol one maoon
uth
it Jor thie prefing of the Dourgegiszie
— rhar 15 the real contenr and mean-
ing of the war.’

Linder  chese
capitalisr property relatons and na-
tinnal boendasies served unly to beeer
rather than advance e developmen

apraimesr Le witge shives ol i

condinnns,  whe

b pridlucrive forlces, aal wirciag
Bnpedalisrs foughe o o
marketsand colonies, the polite
reformist sncial demneracy

comilcleel di
cagiralism, crild anly plav the o
reartionary rolo, ronforcing chauvin-
iam and lining op worker agamar
wnrker inthe seovice of the bosses
The Bolshevileline on the war fiow-
ed fron this intermarionalisr,  class
analvsis. The wpportunity of the war
should be exploited by the workers

to turn their gons oo their "Town” rul

ing wlass, ol urn e lapeeiisl wis

il i chvil war

The war wag borh = disgrace and a
catastrophe Ly anmy terms. O of i
teent muihon Russians mobidised, two
und o hadl million were kiffed, umd
anolhivr three millicnn saken gieiscene)
ar wioninded

Mozt of these qunseripted for the ar-
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My were peasants, and the wartin
rists conncided wath anew twaso i the
protilem ol the ayrarian revolation in
Russin

Alhsn took
shape alongsicle the emergence ol the
purnetically camall ke
rking rlass. Wh

A wive of prAzanl e

romrrrarally

Foaps-

ol

siaty capiraliss aought m

WAT &% & | o) make b

firy; the workers gquickly e

patriotic propavinds dod b
eir fighe bock G the sumemer

Phe sutwnn of 440 suw growing
b b e B
rasing Bolshewik propagne-

1 sanel kil i

L EL

tirles, |
da; politeal srikes and demonsira-

finms;, fraremmisanon between workers

and spldiers, and revalutionary acrivi-

rv amang thesailors of the Batrie fleer

raenst e Lsar

Biller reseminenl

developed at all levels, Fuen the runk
nmd e pobibre”,  1he granc dules,
showed theie it voin Docismho
by ordering the musrder of Raspienn,
rhie mveric who had exercised a hyp-

nnrid power over all aspects ol roval

ity

B Jaamary IFFAMIY workers

were uul o pohiical strkes, and rhe

mwoked

puset of hrecad  rationing p
nre-on Febrare 19 {in

IS PORISTE
21 Trbhruary workers at the man Put-
i i

of PE " L
i Wi ne I e

Perersburg)  were locked out afies

demanding o iy per conr pay
HiCreise

But i was women textle workers,
defiliz Balshevik advice and walking
o on sfrike 1 ernanonal
wamen s day (23 Fohruary| wha trg
gered the edents’ of the February
Beevolution JTrned by the vast broad
gueurs wha had been wld tiged wonld
b no biread thaut day, they marched on
the  Petrogead  monicipal duema
fassernbly ) cermandimg food. Mexe day
P4 0 warkers were on sloke, with

Trorsky
oddressing a
demonstration
in Sverdlov
Square,
Moscow, May
1920
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cransport halted and schonl students
on the stredis.

The women workers — in their ac-
rons bar abead of most revolullonary
groups — alsn played a key role in
winging nver: and  boeaking  rthe
resistance O Lhe toops, On 27
Febrnary the lest company of troops
munnied and shot their commander.
They swifly ‘approached other bir-
racks, and began o disarm police,
distribuire armg and free jailed polingal
prisoners. The same day saw the
Petragad sovier formed once again.
gerfing op at the Tauride palace;
where the dume sat

The soviet leadership was sl this
stage [irmly wn the lands of the Mon-
sheviks and  (peasant-based) Social
Revolutionaries; hur the editorship ol
the yiew daily paper fzvestiye went L0 a
Botshevik, Bonch-Bruevich

L nable o mobilize forces 1o contain
ihe Peivngrad rebellion, and bepped
by his generals woe ubdicare, the Tsar
did =0 0n 2 March, The Menshoviks
and the capiraliss Kadet party were
still borth: rerrified ol 2 vevival of
srariamy — and even more earful o
the awakening working class. Lhough
the workers and soldiers called uprm
them to tuke power, they would not de
A,

The workers and-soldiers comrrolled
Petrosrad, holding the stale bank, the
Lreirsury, the mant and thepost oilice:
anly the aoviet was cecogmised as U
aurhority. Yeo the Menshevik and
Snirial Revolutisgury leaders of the
snvier prompily dropped  all of the
demunds [or which workers liad been
ghine — rthe mght-hour day, land
peforin, peace wml  the  republic
Thstead they meekly sought freedom
tor political partics and an elecied con-
stitnent assembly some wme i the
firtnre

L wiis an this feeble basis thar the
leaders of the soviel pave their an-
dorstimenr 1 a bowcgenis provisional
sovernment which included the Social
Fevnintionary Kerensky a5 minsier
pf mstice  he contradictions were
glaring: the SH's main base wis the
peagantry, yet thoy made a coalition
with the landlords; and while the
Menshevike rested on workers” voles,
they lined ap- with the employess,
rather than rake power in their hands

Caly fifteen ol of pine hundred
votes at The soviel Wene a8t agains
the previsionad government, but as
‘Frotsky pointed

‘In vormg lor such leaders, the pro-
letarians and peasantry erecled o pai-
tition wall between  theniselves and
their own aims T hey could aot move
forward ag all without knocking into
this  wall erecied. by, themaehees,
knncking it over.

This began guickly. when militans
sobdiers marched o the soviet deman-
ding support for political fights - and

the right of army units to clect theit
own officers, Under pressure, ond
against their own wishes, the soviel
leaders were obliged t0 agree aml én-
dorse this in gencral order oo, L.
which also asseried sovier control over
all rreop moevernemes o Petrogread, Ir
was pubilished  in dzpestize and
distributird far and wide.

The workers were the nexp o
chatlenge the line ol the provisional
guvernment, relusing (o romm
work without pay Ipcreascs and an
cight-hour day, They stayed on strike
another tweniy dayvs after the soviet
had urged them mn Totom e wurk, for-
cing (he savder to negotiate with the
emplovers an therr beball, and winn-
i their demands

The Bolshevik  [orees,  however,
were Cserously  disoricnrated,  Somi
veered towards a defenciat position on
the war; some merely  ail-ended
evenis;, others appeared on the altra
lelt, calling for an bnmcdiate oew
vprizing. Marters worsened with the
return from exile of Sralm ool
Kaimeney, who inunediarely ook o

“T'rotsky argued that the
proletariat would have to
take the leadership of the
democratic revolution and
carry it through as part of
the socialist revolution —
his theory of permancnt

revolution was to be the
key to the events of 19177

conrral of Pravda. The paper promprly
dropped the line of nppesition 1o the
wear, Instead lvappealed for chig pros-
sinnal governmemr to Cmuake an ar
rempt 1o ugluee the WIFTLHE CTITEriEs
tiy wper) bnmediate negoliations,” pro-
miging thar ‘unti] they every man re-
fwakig ar hig Aehueg post’

Temin’s  eelegriom respomse 00
March 6 wis 10 insisn

‘e factle: ahsplute lack of con
fidenee; no suppoTe e the new govern-
ment; suspert Kereusky especially;
immediare clections o the Petrograd
dutmi: o rapprochment with other
parties.”

This was ignured the Balshevik line
hecame under Stalin less ancl less
dhiaringuishable from the Menshevik
finn: in o Enaary Arcas the lwin partied
began wperating as one

When Lenin returned on oapnl 3,
fiis first words were of the /mminence
of socialist Tevolution He went.un to
fighr for this line on the central com-
mitees, spelling our his views in the
pamphiler, the Aprl Theres.

[he democraric gaine ol Fehraary
could anly be defended and completed

biv deciafist revalution with the working
cluss taking the lead w resolving die
gueestiom of dual puwer by retablishing
its awn dictaworship, ke argued. The
rising clamuour for anend @ the war
conld only e sanstied il the capimalises
and wheir stare wers wppled

"It 5 impossible e rnake a8
democratic peace, one | 15 pot oo
posed hy force, without desroviog i
puser of caplidism, . In ordes 10 hr-
ig A permarient-end oo the war 1015
pssental  that the  proletarnat  rake
prower,

Searcely o sinple leading Bolshevik
suppoarted Leain o6 any of s gpes-
tinns, though s wviews echoed the
carlier wulvsis nf Trushy in 1905
Crnly the day belure, lod by Stali i
Kameney, an all-Hossian Bolshewk
congress, dawl eodorsed aogune op-
i T

Lhe party had s be wiin overat the
clevepith hinnr This 1 no lusroneal ex-
cepthon, Troesky later cxplained:

‘Thi fundidmental instrement ol
pralerariun revolution 15 the pary. Chn

the hase ol our experesoe — even
taking only one year, drom Febrary
1817 w Febevary 1818 — wnel on the

basis ol the supplementary cxprnence
i Fidand, Tlangary, |taly, Bulgarda
and Germany, we can pinsic a5 almual
an nalerable law that A party crasis s
frievicabile in the ranarion oo the
preparatory reyalutionary dactyity m
the immediate srmugele fur power”
{ Legiony gl O tofer)

Lentin was able bowsver o rely oo
support fram rank and file Bilshevik
wirkers and soldiers in his campoiyn
ta reverse the lesdership's policy. By
the rime ol e nesrall-Russinn oon-
ferenee oo #4 April, the majonly of
1300 delegates  representng 20,000
members hadl swong bebind mnst ot
hits positiong.

The suceesshal resplutian oppaged
uni with the NMensheviks and de
nouncerl rhe provisionsd govermment
ay ‘aognvernmens ol landawners and
capitaliais’; iy called far working cliss
povwer 1o the belllgerent countried as
rhe wiay (o oened the ware gl (e
Bolshevike beaan rn raise the sbogian of
all power ti the soviats’

Lenin howeser lost dn his demnand
Lor o beeak from rhe pacilist Zimmer
wald grouping af socul demnerats,
anel luds ¢all for the pany W change its
name 1o the Commuanist Party

BpOnTancos ILEss ANTL-Will
demnanstrarions in Pewggrad in April
exposed again the précarions balance
of dual power Letween the sovie and
the seate. Milnary  comupander
Geperal Kornioy wantrd. to malalise
grmoured  vebicles  againse the
workers: buat the soviet dsseried s
anthorivy poder general order e 11

atorp this.
The provisional. governuent was
demtabilised — and oestructared with
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six ‘sovialist’ minisicrs, cluding op
MWenshevik Teeretelli, alongaide the
capiralises. A ga1net rhis. the
Ralsheviks steadily  gained  ground
throughout - May  dnd  June.  ai
prdcnisanon, laclory comireaniess and
strike action continued (o gro,

Ar the licse all-Russian congress ol
soviets, 1,000 delegares  reptesented
ever 20 milliom workers and soldwers,
Less than swenty per cent of delegates
wore Bolsheviks, thouph the party was
vapidly winlisng sappor

I reactionary line nf the fom-
TR
June, when the Brlshewiks inservoned

[ i b sl e ke

iz a demonstranan called by the con-
wriegs nf soviets - - and the vast majnr-
vy of bBanpers carred  the  bold
Bolshevik dernnnds " dower with thie ten
capitalist miniserst’ “down with the
olfensive!” “all power 1o the sovicgs!”

But the forces of conmter-revalurnion
were calsn aftempting to mobiiae
Mibiranr lactonies were closed down;
vpniein memtbers were locked vuts dive
sions ub the front were ddishanded [or
dizubredience; and tap-army oilicers;
protpciedl by the capralist Kadets aod
funded by bankers and allied em-
baggies, began w prepare lor oa
crackdawi

On 2 July, four Kadel mimsters
pulled our of the provisional gaverm-
et claiming thar  rhe  Caoeiabiag
manisrers wonld nonact against the
wirknrs

The workers and suliders {or their
part, were pushing [orward bart ar
an uneven pace  he eod of |ung and
beginnimg of Tuly saw the Buolsheviks
struppling 10 vain o reerrain e spon-
tancous mibtancy of the Petrograd
massres, who had developed far fasior
than warkers in the provinees or the
rroops at the front. Bolshevik leaders
[ewred thial 2 premature conlroncation
cold pive the government an excuse
o o erackdown i owhich Pelrogriol
cagld b irnlared

Tlowever, when the workers of the
Puriloy works and  soldiers of the
machine pun regiment voted solidly
lor an drmed dermensiration on 3 July,
the Bolsheviks had no choice but to
lend support. The march wont (o the
provisiomal government and the ex-
erutive of the sovier, harh of whick szi
i the Taurnde palace. Their demands
woere lor the remuoval of the en
capitatisl miniiers, all power o the
sovicts, a Balt o the offensive, con-
[iscarion nf bourgeats newspopers and
printng planrs, naronalisation of the
land and state control of procluction.

While the Menshewviks and Sps
prevarivared, hoping that loval troops
would returm froem the front (o rescue
them [rom the workers; the K ronsiadt
seilders e satlors juse down the dver
decided o0 march w Petrograd rhe
next dav.

*Loyal’ army units called in by he

frighrened mintsters tomied ot o be

afready marching 10 Petrograd — o
jebn the demomsrration!
When  the SR minister of

agriculture, Chemov, came out o the
demoastiators and declarec] *good rud-
dance” 1o the Kaders who had Iefr the
govprnment, he was greeted  wath
anger: ‘Take the power () when
thoy give it to you!® velled one angry
wiorker.

Acvconding  to the French  wm-
bassaclor, the cesvernmens actaally
resigned  that afiermnon, only 1w he
foresralled by the sovier cwerntive,
whn réfused o accept their resigna-
aom,  and  gave them o wvowe  of
confidence!

‘the war was a catastrophe
— out of fifteen million
Russians mohbilised, two
.i.‘ﬂ'ld e | IIiiIrTTT'iIIiTIT] WwWoTe

killed”

The state, meanwhile, =l had
resorves of tepressive strengeh, and
the compromisers were stll determan-
¢l  to. prevent  revofuton.  The
depomsiralion oame loan £nd, on
Ralshewik advice: bur carly: nest mor-
ming the first rehiable rmoops, haod-
picked from the most Teactionary
guards  batallions arcived  an
Petrogaornd  and  began.  arresting

‘it was women textile
workers who walked out
on strike on international
women’s day, triggering
the events of the February
revolution”

wiorkers — 1o the clelight of e
CATTIraNTiReTS

The reonpis had been fod on adict of
hes alleging Lenin 0 be a German
spy. This was o prove the starr of 3
massive  witchrhunt  against:  rthe
Bulsheviks as the counter-revolution
it hack

Tensn was farced inmo hiding, O
10 Julw, Trorsky  was  avcstenl
Bolshevik newspapers were suppross-
el The Mensheviks and 5ks prddled
the "Germun spy™ line relentlessly
furmhber their own - codlition  with
capitalist mumsters and o back rhe
war elfurt,

Sipe these same partied were sl
leadmg the aoviers, Tomn on July 10
dropped the slogan o all power 10 the
soviers’, and reemphasised the leading
rofe of the wiorking class® snd ol Lthe
Baolabvevik ]:"n:'rj. in crnmpleting 1he
ey alinnmary straggle

“The slocan all power 1o the sovics!
was @ siogan [or praceiul develnpment
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ol the revelation which was passihle in
April, May, JTune-and up (0 Jalv 5:9,
e up o the ome when acrual power
passed bvto the lusds of the military
dictatarship.

“T'has slogan i nolonger corvect; for
o docs ndl lake into account thar
power has changerd kands and that the
revalurion has in fact been: completel
lsetravead by the SRs. and  the
Mensheyiks.

‘Tt ws garher forres,  rewrpinise
thems, and resolutely prepare for the
armed uprising, il the course of the
crims permity Qv oGnouoreslly mass,
coundiv-wide seale.. The gl ol the
ingureeenion can only he oo Transter
power Lo the proletarial, supparted by
the LR [PCATANES, with & vIew 10 -
fing fur PATTY: progratmic mite offec,|

A smign rhar despate che witch-hanr
thr Tinlshimiks mere gathering fovees,
came carly in Augpost when B0, 000
Muoscow workess responded 1o
Bolshevik calls lor o stotke e e day
ol ‘state conferenve” cuivened by
Kerensky o consalldate his coallubon
with the capitahiss

Buy st was the atermpls of the ex
frece right of the efficer corps under
Ceemeral Karnilov moogarey throueh o
military ronp against she sovicie amld
againyt Ferensky's provisinnal
pouvernment which Onolly enubled rhe
Bulsheviks e lLreik oul ol their
rsinlation

Eeronsky ' s fellow minisrers FEsIerl-
e e hler on August 26, leaving Dim
ronfroneed. Cwith Kornilay,  who
cemanded thar  the  prowizonal
government  should  surrender  all
puwer L bim s coamander in chied
I'he workers, however. moved $wilthe
e prepare Gheir o own anned  seld
defenre

This was the peried of fapid growth
of the militia forees of the Red
(suards; a rival o the armed forces of
tie capitalist stare — amd wroined in
milivant saldives. The Red Gudeds an-
notncod  that they could mobilise
L0000 warkors wirth rifles o croomhar
Eormiliw's rhrears,

Meanwhile rail and telegraph
workers developed thewr own sevie ol
workers' control, brilliantly salbotag-
mng Kormilov™s roup muvernents
vommunications. Waorkers fealernisoel
with - roops o even Korptlov's
toast femoed divisions — whn then
hegan arreirmg their oflicers, and
halding mass nweetines.

The episode ended when Kaorensks
‘arrested” Rormilos 1o save him from a
revolutlonary  firing  #goad.  These
events hod bronghr the Bolsheviks
bk 1o the forefrone; they had on-
cotiragrd new layvers ol workers tooarm
and vrginise themselves) aned they had
tally chseredired the compromising
learders of the provisional government,
who were seen s having opened the
o fhr Barnidoy @
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RookKED By the  fatdled  Kornidow
revolt, Kerensky's provisiomal govein-
ment had eollapsed. Warse from his
point nf view was the new insistence
fromn hiz own social revalutionary per-
ty that he shawld nor lrad anncher
EUY eI N ronrainmg capirabisg
o TS,

Hr was reduced o g diceciorate of
five, Meantime foom bis hading place,
Lenin

wrute - Lwa letters 1o the

COMMAITTE

Bolshievik: contr

lership to propars the seizore of
powrr - Wh
had nor existed o July, thig sitmation
had changed ju 5¢
The point bs o make

nrEing

ile the chjective conditions

crher

thi Lask clear
widhe arty, The presene rask mugg be
an aimied wpe

ng in Petrograd and
Mascow (with it reguon), che scrmng
nf power and  overthrow  of the

guvernne il

The vanzuarel af the working chass
ing hehiped thi
as demonsrrared hy rheir
& mn the main
{they. had woeo ceolrol 1o Peyro

Moscow, Bies

LRk R HiY

Halsbieyviks

domin

Jezza, atiil othor ki

cibes) o revolylionar e WA

1 FENLT
'J:.:I'|i'. g WIETT
MW WaVETIng 4 wir-to the

Irrnr

finish und u s=p

almed agaest Bossiag wihil
U rpeecsle |I|'|'I|"| |'| I

rmassey, had hegun

I'he Menshos

nnid back

shEll ‘.:'\llg’-_"l':l ripth and oail &
gh thierr hold on
all-Foussiinn =

dryvelopments. Throw

the execuative of t

they  convendd o

Lo

oce, whieh im trn woted 1o 56t apd

new talking shop, kaown s the [irie-
parlisment. Meanwhile
the Relshes ild win & cles
|y,
owerdue Tecall pll Russian congress o
soviets

fraring thar

: e
rh-'“}' i

ned the already

Lenio argued for s boveoil ol e

[re-pariament,
o Trotsky,

ed [ron jail and reelocred president of

winning the support
V\'.Ill.l "IRI-T T i'|1 L | _"t'.ll_'-_l.'}'

the Petroprad sovier — this nme asa
Buolshevik, He led the Bolshewik fae-
ton oul of the pre-parliment aniid
wes o the Mensheviks aboar “Ger-
Bur the kader Miliukos

ioE

corenied
“Thry (the B¢

aceed like

heviks) spuke and
peuple feeling o power
hchind them, knowine thar the: mor-
reow helonged w thew,'

The Baluc fleer in the meancime

sent d telegran 1o the central ex-
ecitive  counniines ealling for  rhe

removil of Keremsky, and hegan
holding up the movement of govern-
menl freighr.

& similar srare of aflaies was also
teveloping within the army, where
fratermisation began again alter the

24 wirch-hunting of July, and more and

1 190320

Madhezhado
Krupskaya,
erganiser of
contacts
between the
exiles and the
Russian
underground

officers were

mare of the mnst hated

arrested or murdered
The Bulsheviks stepped up their
agitauen thrdughou| e countey; the

1 wis increasinigly starkly pos-

guesii
erl — which elass was o rule?

Warkerd i the armaments
rsiahblish
methords of fransinon from munstions

ALLOTIES

a ipeeial contre o stody

manufacture to peacelul producnom
Ihe Muoscow
and shop cominilées declared that in
fiature all srrikes should he seetled by a
decree of the  loeal

conference of farmory

sovier,  thus
catablishing  sovier power over the

capitalists

By by day the mval government of
the soviers grow, sirengrhencd cas
capitalists  hegan
sabotage the war eftore in:an amempr
to diseredit the revolunon — oaly w
be  usurped by
which stepped in snd ook control of
production

Fhe emormous growth of suppon
for the Balsheviks, and their success in
forcing . the exccutive
convene the congress of snvints for (e-

themselves o

factury  commitiess

COTMIMATTOT . T

rober 20 made Lenin even mnre impa-
ricnt o begin the insurrection.

Events leapt forward when the
government 1ssued an order lor the
reurgunisaton ol the Petrograd war-
rison snibs i preparation {or a new
offensive

The imrnediane
Tanoring rhe capitalist accugarinns thar
the Petrograd soldicrs had grown fae

S pOrse Wil

FOCHALIST SGUTLODK. no 4

in idleness, (e workérs ssced rhar
Uhie wEreson FeMIEn AT

The znldices i retrm ez

mpalrned
for the workers o he armed. The com
[rOmisers L Ittty
helped this process alunpe, when they

supgpestec] L the soviet a "":=||lr'l"l'l frni

thermnaelves

sellilig up & cofanities of resoii-
fiooary defcnes

tert the rapiral againsr the advancing

supposcdly 1o pri-

Cirmman army
Tu their=urprise the Bolsleviks G-

.r.'I'-'.l:l.l e ey Diacd Orracg

thiscusscdd  sCITINRE  Up [t AT

crivamIsaton of the er t lead tha

insurrectinn now the Mensheviks

thomselves hod proposed 1o seloup @

hody. thia vould di pust (hat!

Uk comieal camoirmee mer an Ol

pobier 10, swithy bacnin secrciiy im atten
e a resolution calling

ERArims fey VLT

i the practicil

nipncthe armicd 1nsg

Iy Kameney and £

teatarer] o vhe fpuestinm af 19sar-

T RR AL e U e AN AEc

|l_||||i| CORLnare
Kameney and Aimavtey
fixim iy dats

vlenk

IMSTTECLENT

(A% 8 S| '.|.|:.'.' I.".'L SUEE B

l.|'."-7'.l.l|.'.l'._ (R RATEE 5 R

IJ"2'.I[I

el
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Though T.emin hranded them
strtke-breakers of the rfevolution and
demianded their expulsion, the cenrral
commires woald nor agree
Meanwhile  the  committes ol
revolutinnany defence (now renamed
the military revelutionary commities |
basd gone about s owork with s will,

i

selli up deparinents of defonee

chrmmnnications  wnd L

tellipence, Oné resiment aller another
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A paster by Yictor Deni depicts
Trotsky as Saint George slaying
the counterrevolutionary
dragen Stalin — when he and
Koamenev returned from
exile and took over control
of Pravda its line became
less and less
distinguishable from that
of the Mensheviks

The satirical
magazine Red
FPepperintroduces
its readers to the
Soviet United
football team
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A patrol of Red

Guards from the

Putilov foctary,
Patragrad 1917

Thanks te

DAVID KING for

the use of

photographs
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from his
collection.

wits placing tacll under the cominol-
toe's command, relusing wopo 1o the
frine unless nrdered by the soviet,
The prolonged period of dual power
was piving wiy w the powel of the
viets, Lhe provigimral government
g itsel! o and minee padaved

with ever fewer dependable tooope.
O Ortober 21

rison

retl por-
palled on the 2]l

the Peiro

conlerence
Roszstan congress of sowvists o0 " laks
the prowier 10 ars hands, and puaesnn
1 the peegle peace, luad andd bread’

I'he next day

thie Pevrosrad

called u peacelul review of its forees: I

wils a hugs success with cvery large
lall filleet i

clirpnnding

and anldiers
with  Kerensky!
wir! Al

with wintkers
e
Plown walli power 10
Ly )
¢ high poimmand asked lor talks
with the military revolotonary com-

migecee: the committee apreerd — an

grder o reconnoltee nside  th
eneme’s  Leadgoiarters, hiur warned
that “the conomissars: as represen

tatives of the sovact, are myviolable
T painted nnr
period the milis

thit in thls

Rk

LLUmaTy Lo
miltee was Ccrowding ool th

menl wilds the pressure of the miasses

with the weleht of the varrson, Tris

taking a1l rhat ir can without a hat
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the privisional povernment
iraclf which zave the pretext lur -
7 the psurrection, whon i dispac-
'_IL':"'- '?""I"
Bolsheviks’ printing peess and shir off
thie phone w the Smniny  mstitaee
which was heaclois
as well as the Bolshevik pariy

Trivspes L4 frwn

ters o the soviet

Pl

militar aluronary  comeilen

responded By formilying Smalpy with

machine gunners sl armaared

vehiwles, The imsurrernonary  lorces

woere ow ready far-action

In the early

bours of CQelober 2

Fed Guard detachments oeeapiced all
al the strateprie puints in the capiral,
with hardly a shot lived, Afsoven am
the telephang exchange fell, and com

munications 1o the waneer pal

where the prosisinnal gow

nment wils
sifl in permancnt s
ot

When the second conpress Of the all-

were oul

39F,

Ruasian  savier nf  wu ' and
prasants depuses eventaully opened
ar Vhotpm everydung bad gone ac-
corcling e plan exvept that the winrer
palace had sull not Jullen — prd the
Menstiey ks and S8y raledt agamss the

Bl

Huovwever,

evike for attacking ar

the  elections for  the
presiding counch] saw the Baolsheviks
win fourtesn sears 1o the Sia’ seven,
the Menshesiks three and the Interna

rinmaliata omh

one. Seeinu that they

were a4 minoricy, the doupronsers

tenvanred the Bolsheswiks an march-
e anperaly ot ol the sty
Julig Bevd, the American journalist
sympathictic 1o rhe Bolshewviks:
deserihics Trorsky:
standing up with a2 pale, cruel
lave, letting out his nch voce -in cowl
s called

ConLeln g Al rhese
suctalist compromazers, these frgiiten-
el Menghewks,

Buird — ler them go! They wre just so

sprial revaluticnanes.

much refuse swhich will e swept sway
ineg the carbsare heap ol Bistory
Papers appedred on the sirents rar-
rylng the proclamation of the military
amnd

r“._'x-'_|||_|I|-:|r.:1r:L COTRTITSE

Feoroarad soviet

T the vineens pf Russial
The CUVETTITRETIL. )3
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e the hahds af rhe firgan - ul the

Feorpgrard  amvier ab workers" sl
seldicrs’ deputies, the mulitasy revnlu-
nnnary comeniltee, which smands an
the head of (he Perrngrad proletanat
wnd paretson

for whach
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¢, immediate proposal of 3

LR it
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prace,
lamdiord property rghts over the tand
labowr cortogl over producnon; crea-
|j_|_-j| gl o sciyIEl gnveTrnment :I:];J.l

cause 15 dccurchy achi ‘o M

TE af cawarkmen, tmsd

F Oy TR

By the early hwurs of Clerober 26
the winter palace bhad sirrendéred and
the pumisters of  the
governme | wiort placed uoder grrest

PronvisLie al

Kerensky was nor amongst then b
fd e i order o D
Iroape ) resmae the cougpr
Ay H.40 in the
26, the pracsidium ol the congrossaf
d by Legin, came o fo
by thunderms
prkinted o

s “loyal

N8ETH:

evening of Chtoh

the cun 5

x HIECLTC

applavse.  Lenin
rustrun, fnd when the cheering had
i) ctowen e annoomeed

“Weeghall now proreed oo conssruci
tie soctabist arder?’

He wenr one 1 autline tie soviel
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indemnities. and the oght of peapics
tv seH-rlerrrminaticn
trad e prociiaiEtio

nrsof all
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ray the peaples and g
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MNext Lenin read ¥
All privaly owncrship of

Iandowners”
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unst:  the  working  class
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nt ti the dirrarinn revalution, and
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any sociulist g
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Ihere was a time when the bourgeas priss would
contrast the perontocracy m the Sovier Union
with the apparent dynamism af the West. Now 1t

looks a lot ke the atherwav round. Bar what i

really L;_nin;-; on behind the thetorie ol wlersnost aned
perestringa? In 4 challenging article OLIVER
MACDONALD asks “should socialisis SUPPOTT

Crarbdchevizsm agminst Brezhnevism®

Gorbachev and the left

PHE LeFris sl very T from achicving o consensus on
the Gorbachies leadership. Lt would be casv and half-true
o 50y Lzl

sy bécause of decp ditferenecs of analvsis
] programme o telation teothe Bovier Uanton: Yer this
cannpt b the whole story: rendencies which shace the
same programmatic tradiiwm on the TR5R hiller sharply
on their appreciation ol whad i happening there, Tndeed,
there are diffcrences withim this or that lendency on this
guestion

SCOALISTOUTLOOK . ao & Mavember!December 1987

Mikhail Gerbachev —
should socialists support
‘Gorbachavism” against
‘Brezhnevism’?

Solidarnose — ‘we cannaot
expect the rise of a similar
movement within the Soviet
working class in the prasant
situation’

events unfoliline there menuing SUTPTEEC (15

riesd |y amto o establishied caiewores fion prECon- i
the hehaviour of the Sovie government. We tend (o Fall
meo superficial, descnpuve approsches: on the one haned,
Czorbachey should be praised for doing % on Maonday, i
he should be denoonced for ¥ on Toesdas
v We haven

whio kriows

1 penetraicd 2F

what he will di on Wedne:
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bepoath the surlace of events w the ioner dogic of the
Crorhachey tondany

T thss 55 (he state ol pur thinking then thereas only one
salntinn:an open, chsenssion 1 which we use o clash ol
ppmions 1 reach @ lugher indderstanding. srasping the
priwess an the Sovied Tinian ax Jowhaele ard prasping 1%
conrraliciony. I wi look back al the debate which the
trotsky ist moverent hael in the law [ O ovier whil s
happering then in Basters Burope, we will hisve o model
for fow we shonld provecd.

Continuity or discontinuity !

PERHAES ONL of the main ropes of our intelleciual
anxietics about Soviet events derives from the following
puzzle: there seems 1o be o dramatic break between the
policies of the Breshacy cra and the present p lictes,
eapecially in Sovier domessic poitivs, vee there has hren no
pelitical upheaval. s there a gonuine broak wirh the pase,
or st all wsmelict!

{here i clear hreak with the Brezhnev herilage il we

Jefine (hiat Weritaes in terms ol (heee key wicas:
® the iden that the USSR had for the frse time n s
histary achieved a decsive and Jereversibile degres ol
seeurity through 1s strategic arsenil and 1t riefations wilh
the Uaa.
® the idea thut the USSR was an Swdvanced sorialise
society” reguiring only minar adjustments dunel guianl -
ive improvermenls i order 10 progess unnterruptedly
towi s COmImuTisien.
@ the ilea that the existing socloscrononuc mechanism
amd the corresponding political mechansm was the cor-
roit rodel for any socialistsecicrv. T may veeil relorins,
cgl_wq-i_ﬂjv peonmnle reformns 1o grnerats grsdle COOnUFIE
demarmism, bud such reforms would improve the pertor
mance of the existing mechanism, 1ot sorap it

The tirs: ien came crashing down whiles Brezhney wie
sill in otfice. He had presiced over the achievenicnn ol
strategic parity with the UsA — Sovict TORNE could
yuaranres an overwhelming sernnd strike In the wake ol
U5 artack, sl this will conrinue o give the Sovier Union a
wicastire ot military security nto the 1990 B malitary
pratceina isonby ane aspect of the political securiy of a
ate. The real core of Brezhnevite secarily policy was the
political goal of achicving a stubile, co-operative rolation-
<hip with the L34 through arms conteal, iyl recnoni-
o of exch athers' vital injerests, and co-oporition in
managing regional wirs and revolutons.

In this. drive. the Breshnev leadership ionored any
seriots active poliy towinls Clhina, Western Lurope:
Japan or (he third worll: cvervihing was subonilinated o
the drive for a sirategic political deal with Washingron, 10
A traving for récognition andacceprance by Washington,
Tn 1979, Washington opened its jaws and sank 1ts tweth
il Brezhmes s dithering hand of saperpower [remndship.
Suddenty the pelitical impotence of the Brezhney sirateus
was exposcd; Western Furope. Japan and Chinge all
seemed 1 he swinging inte 4 new anti-Soviet alliance L]
by the UsA and Washington was layimy seige toa number
ot Soviet dllics i the third world.

Whai had been hailed by the Brevhney leadership as the
URsK s irreversible cscape from exrernal threat hasd turned
intd something like a dew encirclesent m the Lais. This
was a terrible shock i the Sovier leadership, By 1984 there
wies a mond close o panis within the Koremling a beliet thi
Washington was hell-bent onoa course of (ryIng o destroy
b =ovier bioo, I_u'psaihif.' even by miliare means, thrr_:ug_h

thies starswalrs el

This cnllapse of Brezhiies ' Forcigo swrates, expiacil e
hollowness of talk abeut the UssR bemgan ‘advanced
galnlise siniely’
Gareh dn 190 dvrmmiwally pxposing the lupdarme firal
weikeness aml hackwardness o the USSR dts cidrural

IThe coxplosive: Crisis Folmd burst

pdfuenve in Podand owass nogrexasient, s e loe el
Lailizenee nesative and the actrctive pull ol the Sl
peonpmy on the Polish cconiamy muliiniredy wieaker thien
it af the west. Iniefms of shecy quaniilaiive siighto the
priH ey g Lol (e Sovicl eeonory 3 leszthan thar of
Jain and only about o fitth dues ol the QFECD coyniTies
Technulogically the pitture (s almoss asarim, i terErs ol
living stundards i 5 worse sull.

Social relarions within the L&SE s mmarked] By o gap
letwiernn town and countey lar gredter thar 1 saest ol
Waestern Lurope aorth of thie Meditetransa) by a licree
sned o large part egal stugele for searce aoands and
services, By enrraption, drunkennesg,  harsh relidiong
Terwoeen he soxics with greal slraihs placed ugion swormen,

There are still backward wellare strvices swsile the
it cites, an ondy semi-pridiceabic feeal sysouem and o
broially primitive. dathoritaria plitiead sevle inorelatinns
lierwien the teense mod melivideal oinsens - - worsd il
conrses D eriwem] clemenis. Aned afl these (masiins,
searcely mnusked by (he bland official weulpgical el
cxpressed themselves in The luzxurvan) erowih ol chinvin-
pslics mysiwcal, authoritarmm and elweurantis plenlogies
g well as in the crudlest fastinanions for the lazest Bndsand
algets of vur capitalis culnure-industries.

1 i possibile i view his Sovien waorld ol the TS 2150

ANy wivs @ great advance on what beath exaseed hotore
ot vast geean of Russian oesl backwardness There i
iy doubt thal very iy Busstans dooyies Soviel life in
thiswway. [t is adso the case that thes catalogue of prolileins
i# ot the sameoas the prebloms fuced inothe capitalis
wiorld — and its by no means the case that the Tife ul
Suviel workers is. in @ qualitative sense Sworse’ thais (har
of workersan Lhe wiest - we wall seiuin this imiporian
wsie liter. The poinr 3s that Sovice sociely’s present Lo
b riod only not adpameed socialisms 10 5 100 EVer A seeuTe
busis lor the Sovict stale’s cftores iy thie TEHbs, Lo
alone the nest cenmry; 0 CAONOD Sedurc: d prenuinely
arganic relationship with Eastern Ewrope, or exen 4 pradl
an the imaginadon of working people i the atlvanced
capitalist countries. And even in the third warld inday, the
UsSE b admirod by progressive movernenits ekl oy
[or s foreign policy posture (han ws o madel sl an
advaneed soonl order, 1L remains workl enas i
hackward, primitive state in ransician o socialiso, S0l
islated within a fur stronger capialist world svswem.
All this leil & group within the Soviel leadership to
challence the ideas of the Breshney period, an ides o
which the Breshney generation of leaders had been
varmmitted all their adult lives. Perestrotka involyes.a real
attempst I reminlel thi #ntire svstem as it was established
iver the Tast fifty years since the Stulin period, Trasa real
hreakein contioyity with the orihodoxy of Stadinism. Tt s
break which we have not heen adenuately prepared fur

Stalinism or Trotskyism, bureaucratic rule or working
cluss power?

PROTSKY S GREAL contribution to the Maras theory ot
the transiion w secialism was his insistence that 1t =
poasible (o Tiave @ preldtanan ol which 15 very far trom
being parddiss onocarilie Such b vl hagy been the seiwaton i
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the Dni Yol many who claing 1o subseribe o Trosky s
iheorerical legaey [ it hard vodefend oreven explain e
[reofelirinn characier ol 1he Boviel @iate. Jmne sive dn
teleali=t versmomt s o dlo sende 1l cond e adenlonseal
roots of the Sevies suate methe Ogrober revoluinn ohers
sy tsimply means a tormal charactersuc of the coonomy
= szatation - of the means of production — which
mvodves nopeal bencfin foe the warkers excepr full cmploy-
menl, and even that, they olien amgie, s anore a by-
prinhiuct of chromiv labour shortages deriving Trom ver-
jrvestment thian o URIIHe e e ol the prabire ol Hhe stare.

Ultra-reactionaries ke the lae Leonard Schaping ore
Closer o the mark when they wrote thiat the working class
is this mess pravileged elass in the Vsse amd thar the reason
for su lew strikes has been less wodo with the police than
with the sense ol secucity and well bemge anong key
wronps of industrial workers: Vhe Shachomanioes also g
1t raghit i their polemic with Trorsky when they wrote thurt
they wonld acecpr his analysis if evenis dentonsirated owo
cromede: an el e the serene apd apeversal of the orowlng
inoquadities bevwern managees and workers, Tothe 19305,
L b these trends appeared and developed, they continued
vl socup oo the lase vears of Brezhnov.

Whiat abour the atrocious bebaviour of the EGBR: In
arresting and smpesensng dessidents Toe o oo more  han
porteody lesmommace politicsl acoviey! And what abou tha
psvchiarric hospitals and the appalling conditions in
pdaces like Vladimor prison or the Alordovian camps!
hmoluiely, b all of this demonsteates that the USSR has
Been) o viry auifiorn aevan dandl mielerant siele given o
treating cortain kinds of disgén: very bruaily, Buac i
oesn 't mean the USSR s g tofrorist stare as itwas inlaroe

dewres wnder Stalie. As Trocdky argoed, vine can Tiave
brotallv auchoriarin prolesirmn states,

Byl hirwecan one sav thar the working class 1z the most
privives] class when you loekoar the: privileges: ol 1he
burecaveracy? Bur which burenuerars: the wap pary and
governtinent ofticials ' Fheir privileges are indecd cnor-
rrcnzs — i 8 remprec toosay they Bve dneonnanism,
with the complers sanislarniim of every nesl fand wam!)
withour any mediaton ol moncy. Bur what abga plant
mpees, what about the Bovier enuivalene af what we
would vl tpenfessionads’ s or whar abionn weilees,
reachers, acadéencs? These groups in gineral (leaving
fwside e polioical chiets amongse thom) carmn very lide

prichres 1 A skilled wiseker — scirne of theo ennsiderabds
frss.
Futhermore they saegotheir livioe: There 15 no rennier

clivgs, ey bomrgesesie ol provine properts oseners, Where i
the capitalis: world couled vou hind plint managers coarming
omly Bl piet conemore than skilled workers in the plant?!
Snd under Khrusholies and Breahoey arean efines were
il T ke che industrial workers anoa real sense st
ol and ok secure thal sueraunding social eroups. This
i st need bo Lie esplaimed o e ol socilise
iedealsm: i i prodict al the frarmaus power ol the waorkmg
vhassowithin the Sovict socio-coonomic sysnem.

Provess tles moweast aben sdoveer anhesarad workers were
Lapigsy sl contended, wothous gricvances or probiems?
Neowo The sowrer workers are disconented abowm mpany
aspcts of their ves and 1nomany wavs decply trustrated
The incices of alcaliolism 16Tl o tersible stor ol (he
barrenness and bovedipn ol he Dves ol rvany, Thene s
evigenge ol vemrnine oo reer sooiety o andd e much
arealer demmocratn corntenl wmong Suvier workers, Phe
Fees arcd g priy eges ol the politcial elitt have been

SOCIALIST QUIL2OE nod  Movember/December 1987

eausipg wrear sneer. Allthis is ttoe. B the point we are
miaking s different dne: namely thad e Soviet otk
class has el sl o be much bewer off el far more
wsftuenvial o eveeysiphore of life thaiyvany eher sodial class
i hesoeien Lo, Quantitativedy they ave far worse off
than emploved eddisiei] workers in Gornsany or Franoe:
qualitatively ther lives are far mefe secure and their
bdluenee on puabihe policy is {ar creaier

A political caste of burcanerats

dominatcs the Sovict statc.

Foaws siine s coasarants ao deuld, whar wi Rave sl
abwve seerns o eomeaglae the wlen tha che Soviel siine is
Uil vonsider thar sk
wie hivee saned inothesshighiese neggies the sdea thar the 155R

dlovrirser] bren hoaeesocrans

s government by o political Caste of bureascears. 1 he
prablens Ties clsewhere: in the replacemiem of | rotsky's
e o ol bresucracy by char ol YWehes | PeCTIoT-
v Creemsaon pmprsrialisl theoris whiose howeht las been o
stuple dwer o the
capitatistworll for decades

For Webier the Bureavoraoy s the adminisirative

POIEREE  Oacin COTGRNISATcgds el e

wademie sysivm ol che welvanced

avsle . i
herrtanerans arecsmnpby the dlesk workers o the bierarchs
They are coneerned anly wich means, oblivious ol ends,
thev care timxd, narrow-nunded. obsessed with starus,
peiiy privieses, wilth fnereasing teir oan poswes andd
UOTISAITI L ILTT TIESLiL Ty

e this view of bureapcoracy, vveryvhbiady i onoerprise
adnrsest et e e oeal oo venteal aovdernnene ardmiinis-
traativen, tnedesl every ek worker o e UssH Lielonus 1o
the burcdncrane cliss

Trmvisks s rancept of burcusacr ;
ronne Webied s boureenis sooidoos . §r el

Vo othe LssR A
ety dalleren
eatborel o dooawith work processes o (he pevelologied

charagrensties of dosg workers L5 wwas a F s P A
like the ollwer vaste aethe Prossian arboy . Aseed noperated
Inthe sphere ol polioes: i s a forro ol polioeal role swilase
central meaning is the polidcal expropriaton ol che

a1

working peopde. Toesbiert o the suppression of demoecracy

el ats FJ'J]|.|I'I'I|II_'|| l"\-'. ATH J!Illlllr'll.l"li-lll Liirmnr apd wigelt

Guorbachev: for liberal bureaveratic rule and against
the stale buredunerials
THEEL 1% N6 dreal mvstery about the 'Gorbachey pr
sreene. T inilves what mioho be called Sthe Soviel vl
0 Humgaran conimionism . To aberowords a swing w
“Sovict Liberalism’. Woe can sswmmarise the pmon ele-
mnents as lellows, As lar as the ceonomy 1s concerned 1heee
pea o NER elementsending sationalised propory reliannons
in stme spheres and repdacieng them with ot pey
comupedity production and various coppersaiye Torms of
prergaerty . The aclmal seape of such chunges i esivemely
weTow o eanparisan, spy, with the G, never mind
Hungary o Palarel, Bue i is likely 1o expand conside-
ribly, cipocially in agriculigre

Secorad here 5 the development al aicker solatons
il e stage secter of the cconomy, This will goomuch
further down  the romd of  decenralisimy  cconom
doetsion-making o che marker and enterprises . than the
Roosy i velomms nf the 1H6Usand 1 owill be combined wirh
i element ol gmerprise sel-management. Bu i will s
griosn e wsoaocapialistrype of lalwwor marker plus
stenificant uncmplovienis aor wikl Lie allivwipd 1o
gencrate anvthing approaching the social ditferentianioa
and incgualities in dhe capiralise sestem. Bue sl Be a
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workong class, thar were preesicnsiy will T

subsstanial losers: On the other banl the peasarit pognalba
tion, hitherto the poorest sooton of at ans rare the Bussian
propudation, will sery Tikely cain

Thiers is 2 lot afnonsense beiend Gdked inothe West abowt
adopong Y lhat

parthy the result of picking up the weiriigs of radical

Crorfmehies rile |"‘:'i.j]|_':.|_||.(_'-_~' hs 1w

rarkedsers within (he Sov e imiellipensa whoss viewsare
LT co m the parts leaces '\.!l:;..' and pari v the resailv e

an anbiilicy o distinguish foren feome content. Thus,
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yoar epalitarian bl s also mot Thateherisim lnrthe

winpile reason that Sovict workers are mgl, on the whinke
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D e 1 e 10 b peguine gocotls anck servioes ey searn
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resl angd nor simply cosmels changes me the pealiticad
syster T he alit political svstem ol eoiail & Tovof verneal
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gris) betimiss ey cannot conceive of vertical political
communicativn Leine prossible excepl vis oo 11w
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SrOUpE)

Pl s etent oy o bt such viecoeal vormoinneat ion was
o of-noise s ssane boar al

tiotheends peoplde can breoorme very skilled

purc — af CINArs thire wens

AUaLCCning ihia
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hortpontal  polncel ommmunications e exan

winbkers 1 orse plant o ineflecidals in ome lucal arganisa

lagert COTCITIAUTHHRETIE HETTisys wU
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 licies in the late 1970s exposed the political impotence of

nethoer frere o throre as far asthe anshessof the 5o
sestent 15 conoerneck They e sommnired o a ovpe ol
rathritersin shite, thoneh oo vochiterend oo Froom the
Frsshineae sileal

el ary il ke

Ls mally o dhie e

sy el Bewien stase el thee wirkd, T

it 1 b BEiE =4t IR T AT B R T
pdednl sgseialsen i e dotmes . Phiey o I
ropuditome the motion thar e Uss=g v ey T
pancadls sl o ithern aepbesia] cimdrseticnone o sidation
IRTIIRL vl sl iy Jhatarky o, Dhop
[T PRI 100 ] e vhe weilel ok ool
10 (IO RS ey ithier this Savvrer sysiem
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thie “spternationud Lomrmanist moverenl seeis

less cver than Wrezhnev's, (e less chan BKhrashebess?

What does the future hold?

THERF IS VERY aréil poalitival hostilley 11 the tactics ol the

Crorterchey leadersh prowithin the Sowviel puditical #lie and

ilsn @ wide degrec OF hostility o Wis psrovran {1 HITTS.

tidesposuspiuion of the lwlic progronme of
The relorm minded inoellisonsia e onlv Tl

malulized behind Gorbaches s doive — there 15 still o

sitnng  wiall-and-see

the, strong sympathy. Thers is an-cmersinge - socinlis

i.'.'[|"‘-‘-:.'.f_-_ ol the Cxorkbsarbevite mtormm I VOTTICIT,. iving
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Shipyard workers leaving Harland
and Wolff's yard at Queen’s Island
— Layalist workers established o
vigilonee committes to keep
cathelics out

The TUC
and
Ireland:
the story
of a
betrayal

The 1920 carpeniers’ dispute in Belfast s onc ol (he muost

remarkable eptsodes in Lrish labour history: a story of how one

British trade union waged a brave struggle against sectarianism

and how the leadership ol the T'UC sabotaged that struggle and, o
the end, sided with the sectarians, Here, GEOFF BELL yives the
first detailed account of these eventy which we publish 1o eoincide

with the conference. Ireland: the canse of labour, which sixty-seven

vi-ars on is trving ta raise within the trade union movement the

question of emplovment discnimination in the north of Treland,

SPEAKING A1 the anmmal [uby 12 orange el
Iy in 1920, Edward Cuarson. o
momber amd by

Al
AR =AN LI L] |__|.l_i|\|_.|_||!'l| II".T||-I|-|'
of Ireland s loyalists: made ch which

by even tns nflaemarney standards was ex

travrchniars . Addressing his siapporters in

Bulfast heaaid. “We must proclaim o

chearly that, come what mav, we e Ll
will talerate no Sinn Fein — o S Pein
prgantsation, ue S Felg anethads . We

sl win [che goverinientyrhis — rhar if, k-

g edfered vou pur help, vou are yourselve
unable o proteet us o owe el thar we
will take the mater oo our own haods

Al these are

AL
not mere wiids. 1 hace words
wiarhour actinn

The Lipllowwy edd Yyl ki o owis
tnatiated by o rroup called the Belfast Proies-
tanl Associaticn i one of thesmallor Beifas

ACTICH

shipyards. A few days afior Carson’s incire-
et s gncinbicrs peeddoeed pevnleers ar g
shipvard meeting. and declared their inten-
o i driving from ther sworkplaoe ever
Sinn Feiner” they conld find. *Binn Feiner
proved o very elusti tecm, Thuse uilached
were Ul jusl suppuriers OF Sino Feio bl

every konown cathalic, trade anuon oilinasrs

dndl seealisss T bl

sprcar 1o athe

s e R HERETTIEET S L

snipyards and workplares,

Py rhie ened il L thie Juvalist nuehs liacd ded

PEE MO iy

006 imar
wark: The vasi
wepe nove) alleayed 1o retumm
Aoy thos

srwrral

thisliv men dil
wommien from ther place of

[ELE IR

Vi rinised i the SRipyvands

WL husndred  mwembers ol Lhe

Apalgamared - Sowaeny Latrpertiers

Cahthee-makers and |oiners, The leadess ol

he rarpeniers’ aniin, ax the ASCC|

had onlv rec

[T

knawn,

Leers frr trowlide
with same ot thelr Bellast miembags |hen

May exerutive meeting had possl

viom om Treland, then an the taroes 2 the was

af independence. Thal e Lo b livked
wath Bricsh mervention agais the Russian
revislution  with  the

PEXLLTINR  TeTd Mg

that the Britisll sovermuent i efi
allosw Leelird (b N 8 grecermviens chossn
b thie leish peaple, and o assiznng Polundd
attark nn rhe Russian

berraying all thie prisieiples for which our -

mg.

i e repabilic,

tont Foggrht (unoche fivst world war), aed (hat
e st effernve way o which procesy can
e mhade 1= for the roanised workors

Frefurse o

T

manufadiure Or trasspori
trevaeod war bor Drelamnd or Poloanl

EOCIALIS | ST, wed s wnbine Decambay 1987




The Horland and Welff shipyard — scene of sectarian mass expulsions of catholic workers

gish af a mmber W

f 105 — the achar B

Ly twencfo Zero e T§trong T — ot

of A membership of 283, A mag: meetinge ul
the carpenters’ unsen membership in ooe ol

the smaller shipyards stael iar the ea-

eeitive should leav |_|(:|":-:"- wsicle” wrhers
wise gL il ‘capse dissenson in our ranks
| b persrm whi chatred rhat nweering was

Willizm

BGarrlav, a it ot the 17
Ulniomisr Labowar Associarion, = hody set up

arey

by the Unionist Paroe to wean away any err

INg protestunls it Jabaur oo unnimm.

Barclav's conce ihol cuusing filissension

oour rEn®s owas ollusteged the lollowins

momnth when he chaived a: furbier

the shipvard whirh resnheed, thr

anionise and protestant v drclare

sl we will notwork with desloval workers. .,
Alsg thut o all
cinplovinen
firat

luture  applicar

t we respectlully suggest thar the

COnE lowral e

Alhml LGe given o

BETVECCTICN Ak [roestaal Griorsts
Members of (he

thier, both betng ex

Uninn were,

aredss b

1 alie ship el swis g,

the anly oo chsvuszing the evontzon Dreland

el the TG was

isggss that verv

Oris poysed cun-
BCHALIST QUTLOGE Mopesmirer Oersmber | VE

oot Brivish  mnallitiare
Lrekiand’

dominatiog of

even recommmended  beneral

a1l 10 Britsl
I froom thie Althrugh this

SRR ACIy

wirhed

waz i gond deal Iess radical than iraaunds —

the vesolumian recomvimencled e

ballar their members an such.a general s

thar such a ronrse of Action

krrwing fill we

the resolitnn was

iticz! sym

the TE per et wlio Lad voted Sing

Frapg i
wather the prpular-suppo e Sian Fein m
the decis af their ‘RBrmsh’ rpe

)

lovahist warking

cut rich

ratholic and carhnl

of ruthless periecution by
and

ng in a week s wholesale

plunder assaLle,

iolence

L

branad patifed &
v nad strack Sinn Teoan
e ix

start ol Augist
2l 1l
o1l '-|.1g stwiplizen the

WG 1T
WIS
received an Deifast for tharty vears’,

since the Sina Feiners

another claimed that;

were Cleirgy] wul Ol the shipyard over five
. liad been @mken on’

Feiner

LT allsts and

agarn 10 can feostcsscd thar CRinn

was a cuphemism for
Uit

Whar thi=: lasr quotanan suerests-is

and the

were now working hand in g

et workers THANELEIIEN

by [rum whi
Thr

protestanty to the |
had

wrpaised thenselves

wlics been. Clused

il vigilance gommi-
clsewhere and it

and

pes o th
wis these whn nperarsd a rathier roviseed furm

S0 A s

nf fworkers ennrral’ in wrmE ol who was
rmplnved

Such was the rachey ditficull sitwatice 1010

whict the carpenrers” union decided to -

tervere, CHi 24 Anpust members ol the ex-
ertitive commiree went to Belfast and me
management of the targest shipyard,
d und Walll, The anion made & series
hese - ncluded renstatement
workers, the nutlawing of
pobicical discriminasiion in
emuplovment in the shipyard and protection
s pxpelled workers on their relurm i

Ha

of proposais T

af all the expelled

relious ar

joar all
~yvard In response the employers elaimed
» sdeplorid the troubles’ but would pro
calv ra consider the union’s proposals
'he unlon judged this

1N
Thiey

Traise

ar-aome fururr dite
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ae prevarivation and decided oo call & mass
meeling of all thely members o decide on
their pest coiese of action, The: ieeling was
rovbe privare and held indnars, A this poant
rhe Tiritish army and govermment interven-
ed. The meeting was banned. According w
tne megor-general, B D Brainbridee of the
Britesh armey = st dhivision in lreland, 10 was
done vn the grownds tha the moeting woulil
‘wive nse oegrave disorder”,

T the mest two weeks further expualsions
arrnrred. Among the victime thas nme was
A Baal, an cxecutive member of the
carpenrers’ protestant and
‘moderate - laboor man®. The leadership of

unon, A

the one umon which had arompted 0 do
sumething  about  the  fepulsions  this
thiemisebves Becime the laresr tavged of the
lowalisis

Such wis the challenge farmg the TOG
wher it mel at e star ol Seprember i Poct
spowith fon its asinoal congress. Predicoalily
iert one wiion had pad any attention toothe
rantion recnmmending 3 ballor on steike ar-

tinn passed ar the special congress o Julby,
But the expubstons affected the oninns direct-
Iy and o depuation of the expelled workers
mer the standing orders: commanter of the
TUC nn the eve ol the congress. 1L agreed m
tzble o emergency cesoluon, Piue: wis
moved by H Thomas, the mibway workers'
leader and president of the TUC . Members
ol his wwn andon e Beelaood hod recently
then anclusteial setion over the Cransperia-
pon af Berssh anmy oo, Thas had por
plessed Thamas and when he moved the
CHLETERTECY motnn there was 8 suggcation of
mixed foelings. “Nen are bong presented
from working”, he explained, “bhecanse of
their religlogsand polivicel opiaong”, but he
Jodated this sormmtzaron in’ thewnxiemw o
upbinld thie gmian jackan Belfas

Il veaalurian imsrmered e parliannen-
iy coprrnier el maether Hhe exscuiive

ul the wariaus trade unions 2ffecrcd by iy re

cint chstgrhancesan Belfasr with 3 view

faking &
vebastatenwme ol all the trade undonises g5

ferelea o shsie woirk 1n the Belfast arcs

commmean line ol getem far the

Prespire the prooesis ol a delegate lorm the
1 and Slupwriights
Swun from Saodedand,
e

T IR L W I'|I-‘-I=.'|' L F

[ Cettysliy
M1
wanted o

Assmaatilon.,

whi fewve the sitaation o
wiorkers ol Helbs
rieds Huwewver, glven that the sitaation hind
Ireen eveclaping for two monrhs iccould be
wkesl why the pariiamentary commirene had
not acter snoner, O why did the resolution
nr e gmest whar ul actuen could b

pitheri?

gt

MEANWHILE
fimatly repilicd 1y the marpenlers” anlun pro

1% Bellast, the employers

prosals made ol the roeeling ol 24 Auruse.

The respopse  came e o deteer of 12

Seprembier. Moo specilic eklerence wits made

oyt girpenetes demianads . Jostend, a0 lur-
thier movting was proapnged between Harlid
arnd Mealff reanagemenr.anel @l che wiiegs
The
ravireed. It made its positien clear when o
e rhiatamv expelied seacker whe wanreel e

rerarn toowork would bepve oo sien s doclara-

LT A COTIATEET was alen

il verd

a I R LSRN, S i O SRR S |

than of lovabty to the British empre and
state, T do pat helomg ar sumpathise with
Sinn Fein, and I deplore and ahhor all
murders and o ouwtrages . inflicted  upnn
humanity by this dinperous and disloyal
movemenl

It wiis srow fw months since e sxpul-
swps began, Tn thar nme the carpenters
winen had snon hondeeds of ther menibers
dinven out of their jobs, including 5 member
uf their executive; they had seen arrempis o
ronsull with their Bellast membership bann-
ed by Uie milliery authorities; they had
wilnessed prevarcation lrom management,
as well oy from Lhe TUC. They decided it was
tne toacth, AL ag UL pueeting on 18
Soprember they insteacted all thelr remin-
mg membitid in the shipvands and other
firm= affeered by the expudsions 10 come our
rn strike. They explained:

—
| WHD BAYS WE'RE TO HAVE
HOME RULE?

‘the vigilance committee said
that any expelled worker who
wantced to return to work
'H'ﬂLlId I'Ii.t"r"tf Lk b]‘:gn i
declaration of lovalty to the
British m'uliirr:+

W tshen i dreastc step 6

proseeve the Treedoan ol vur members and

lhave

the seliduzity wl wur urganization. The vie-
rimigerd mwn hide ulserved the males ot oar
soviery sl confoomed o the working rules
agreed upon herwopn vur Bellus members
amk the empioyire Tr s 5 wioss violation off
these rules [or emplaovers ricallow e 1 e
dovven from thetr employ beeanso they an
stspied of not holding cérrain polineal or
religns dphinions. . 1 the employers el o
cligeriminaty bitween var membiers, then we
bave no oprion bur refusinge weallow them
the s af the labowe of aop ol wur members.
Allor nane must 0 ordinury Fairness b aur
rale, We mic @onvined
cployerseaul, i they lad so desired, have

thiat the Bellas
prevented  this dlisgraceful and vindicive
haveott of Sictivne of thelr workenen, The
st nf the walue of dur society i itsabilite th
krep the avenues r-1: employineny epen tosall
mitr memahers (Clviginal conpliosis. |

In raking this artinn the exeoutive kmew
the difficultes the aninn faeed. givin the
divisuns with thewr Bolfase rank a0l filg, h

wias & couragenus move rmomake, b e was
one nlormed by trade urinn priagiples s
basic that lor anvone who' tock those prip-
ciples sericusly there was Hrtle option.

The wnion could be criticsed for condom
g manageient when it was thelr wisrkers
who had affrnded
management's

Bur conlicmution ol rhe
meodvement  in (he
tarianism came af the meenng suggested in
Hisrfund and Walll's leteer of 12 Sepiembar
Al il the vigilanee commuittes initiallv agrend
o elrop thete desnoad that any relurming vee-
rimisedd worker showlil sipn a declaration of
Iovalty to the empire and hatved of Sinn
Fein. But they reserved the might tooask for
the “word ol of any Tenrming
worker that "tey wers not connected. with
Sinn Fein'

More significantly, Harlamd sad Wolld
agreed oo the proposteroes sygoestian Lt in
future the vigilance comemittee woulel by
given the role of ‘defonding” anv cathodie n
the vard {rom assaale. The viglanes commir-
the first

e

foenour

i hud overseen the assaults in
plice. the translormation from peacher w
gatickecper was ruther rapid! The crux of
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negotiatnng wich them an the retr 1 wink
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T
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relivious unrest among the members af oo

R

uroanisatien, hearnly comevarilare them i
the betion thewv have takon and exprids our
The

justrril

el wvonfdence o ther jedeemen

Lewmiber clivon ol the unien
recurdy 13 hranches passing such @ pesalin
thart As lur the strike breakers, thew went o
stlicitur o seek lewad advice, Heowas alko
Hig storetary of the Llster vnwsas coueisl

the leaderslap ol the unioniss inthis porih of
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mécr in Betlusy peflectéd chis poority. They
inchided the distmer  commities of the
carpentets and mwo cunnnillees FEPICATIIINGE
the victlmised workers, Bul the 100 also
consulted the manapement of twoshipyards,
e wininmise dord mayor, a represenranve of
{hie grvermment, o8 grup represanting the
strike-breakers, the lnvalisr-inglined disiriet
committee of the cngmeenng and ship-
building teades, and the “joint vigilance com
milter f the shipyards™, The UG met them
Lwice

When rhe delepation  submitted  theur
report tn the 1921 congress it rellected Lthe
facr thar the mmajorite they had mel weic
cither  unsvmpathetic  w  the  vigrimised
waorkers, ar acrively hostile to them, Tnoa see-
ticm of rheir report enntled “causes of the
troable”  the  delegation mention threee
reasans. First, thar during the war ‘thers was
adarge influx of men from the soutl and wese
af Troland” lnee the shipvands, and thar “of
these o number were withee actve Smn
Friners o were stronply svimparhetic o the
Sino Fein moyement . Just how big this
‘mumbar’ was, was nor estimated. Bud e
delegarnon did say that ‘it was alleged thar
many of these have openly avowed their in-
pention ol ohitaining the demimation of e
Sipn Fein movement in Belfast', althouwgh
nor ane specific instance ol ‘open avowals”
was providerd. Inseead a further allegartion is
reported 'thar a number ol Sion Feln sup-
porters carried arms’.

Thus, the presence of Sinn Fon sup
porters-was the first reason given for the ex-
pulsions. The tecomd was “the murder at
Cork, en 17 July, of tdloncl Smyth, DSO, an
wsterman whea had served ncche war”, the
third was that “on 22 Angust districl inspec-
e Swanzy was Eilled in the streees: of
Tighurn” and the fourth was that "on 2
Sepeernber two policernen on duty i Falls
Road, Hroadway, were shot',

Theie were the Hmits of the TUL's ex-
planutian nf the expubsions. No mention was
made  nf Carson’s lagitement speech, no
referenre was made to0 thn presence of
aranisatons such as thi Belfast proresrant
asgociation, and thore 5 no lisong of the
seale ol the pogrom catholic families sol-
frred. 1t was almnsr 2318 rhe TUC wene justi-
Fving the cxpulsions-and thatr in reporting
that “reprosentanve bodies of workmen werg
emphatic 10 their declarution against work-
ing with adherentz ol the Sian Fein', were
deciding nol 1o ehallenge such attinades.

Similar prejudice teatures elsewhere in the
repnrr. The ‘point ol view ol business
management ' was relayed without comment
thar ‘the presenr position under which firms
have 1 luct conceded to the vigilanee com-
mittee the righe of deciding on rhe question
af reinstaterment ¢f their workman... is but
the least of twoevils’

Those vicumised by rhe expulsions i
underestimated by the 102 — 3,000 ax op-
pused 1o 10000 — har perhaps 1ot
breachtaking of all 15 rhe accounm of the
meeting held wirh the vigilance comminee,
The delegation recorded thas 'we fuund men
with strong: prejudicss but clahming intense

36 iuvalty o the Brinsh Uag and empire’ The

U s pverall view of the vigilance commie
1w was that “the exisrence of such a body ded
the methous e miployed in regand weosuspected
med. o thase expelled, can ardly be eegard-
et az consnoutionad machinery nf law and
arder, but in view of the facr thar constit
Honal goverunent has broken dewn in
Tretunid gencratly, irs reflex in Bellust need
pot wocason any surprise’. With such &
genernsity of ralerance it s hardly surprising
that the TUC could luwher rfepore rhat dts
mecting with the vigilance commirtee “was
capducted in a perlectly fricpdly spiot’
Nnrowas 1L sarprsiag that the delegation

did not see e peed to couneer the sec-

‘the strike-hreakers were
promptly expelled from the
union’

tarianisis of thie wigiance cormmettes and the
ranagements as their main task bt instead
copcentrarcd  on the  carpenters’  displire.
Refermmg o the decision to throw oac the
giptkee-breakers lrom the ubion the TUR “ex-
pressed oo gpimon’ buta nod was 2s good as
s wink and “throughour our stay we were
continuutly et with the view thie in e cir-
curmstances, the course taken was a2 mistake”
The 1T delegation oflecsd  1wn ron-
cluding pirces nf advace. The first concerned
the vicrimised workers anidl those who had
driven them from their workplaces. “1le
st broad: minded of the men an both sides
shrould be broughs togrher for the purpose of
discussing. the difficolty” was  the famle
recammendarion. The advice given rn the

‘the presence of Sinn Fein
supporters was the [irst reason
given for the expulsions’

carpenters’ union was much more specific
‘means showdd he found whersby the rela-
tivtash bp berween ehe ASCCT and their expell-
el members shall be renewsd’. o other
wards, the scabs should be readomitied .

Such was how the leaderslup of the 110G
fulfilled its mandate from the Seprember
eongress to seture the re-crmployment of
those victnused in Belfage becanse of their
religious or pelitical heliefs

For their part, the carpencers’ union
maintamed a firm bor flexible approsch.
Shaortly after the TUG delegarion returmed
friom Belfast the execoove of the union
agreed to meet a delegation lrom their ex-
members. The central reguest from the
umaon was thal they should withdraw a rir-
cular they had sent our saying they would
work anly with those who proved o be *loval
subjects’ and “gave their word of honour the
they were not conneceed with Sinn Fein'. Al

A N D

a subsequent s meeting the loner
membiers of the union declined o withdsaw,
Thev remnamed expelled from the umnn, and
although the TUC e further atfempts to
pergiade the leadership of the union 1o take
back their ex-members the anion stood im
on the principles: nf “the freedom of our
members g the salidarity ol our erganida-
Hon' frst cnunciated when e strike call was
e

Tr September 1921 the 1V agan met
comgress and the sad hisrory of wha Jiad
happened in Belfast and of the role ol e
UG o those events was tecalled. A delegate
from Bellast, although noc a member of rthe
carpenters, offered A fiwing  judgomienr
Relerring o those who were victimised he
EETIRR

Wi thoupht thar the great Eaghsh rrade
pnions woulil cnme to vur assistanee. We
lonked with confidence 1o the actiim we
hoped they would ke far the jouners
NI {CArpeniers) and jl-*'JTJ'-‘-'J‘al union alone,
took stromg acrban... Hud the other truide
wniens ook similar attion.. . had thes e,
if the Belbast teade uniomss, comuoued 1o
refuse tooobey (he union order, prevoned
guoods s raw materials going o Relfzs,
iid coal and seeel dnd other thines rogquared
for their industries, | learlessly assert (il
o fortmight of that actlen would have seul-
cd cnmrely die trouble In the nocids of
Trrdand’

Tt = dallicull o disagree with s aigis-
gaent, Tr 35 hard o imapise, If Brinsh oade
wiienists had organised a blackade of Bellust
el thiose vactinised were allowed o relurn
to wnrk, that the sectarians would oo have
caved in, er their employvers wonld mot lave
made sure they Caver 1, And who Eoows
what the vonsegquences would bave beon of
such action. Corrainly the appureatl Ineran-
sigence Towalism' of the
Bellusy shipyart] wiorkers was wsed 10 gond
ellect by uninmisrs when they segucd for the
purtition of Treland the lolluwing vear, 1f, n
the summer of 1920, the British trade onion
picverment had challensed and defrared such
arritudes then tl wouwld have been one less
prrwer ol in  favour ol he
partlinoists

The TG npred-for a different course. Two
small incidents sum up what thal was, The
first was report=d in the wminules of the
purliamentary committes ol the TUC A June
I3 1921

Tt was decided o comply wirh a request

sectarian

Arpunng

froom Ml Gorman, seceetary of the viedance
commirree, thiat e should be supplied with
rhe report ol the deleganon o Beltast as &
ronfidential comutunicanon’

And then, 3 few months later at another
nteetng ol the parlianichtary commitice
which by then had beeome the general coun
cil, .arrangements for & special congress,
irunivally on unemplovment and the interna-
tinoal situition, wore being discussed when
it wits reported thar a deleguee 'bad applied
lor pertmission 1o take u collecuon i the hall
lar e of the catholic workesd cxpelted from
Belfagt!, The minutes of the gencral counr
vecorrl: ‘resolved: thar no collecnion of Aamy
kind be taken in the Lall' ®
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38 arworst o be fined. They

UNCOVERING WOMEN'S ROLE IN

UNION STRUGGLES

Needs must when the

devil drives

One of the hichhichts of the evenrs

o celebrate the centenary ol

Oxford trades council in October was the premiere of a specially

made video Needs Must When the Deeil Drives, looking at women's role

in the fight for rade union rights.

Made by an all-women crew, th

¢ thirty-five mimute video uses

interviews, archive news photos and a previously undiscovered

photographic collection to recapture four largely lorgntten episodes ol

women's struggles in Oxdordshire.
Socialist Outlook spoke to the film
SWEENEY.
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Graffiti in the U5 officers’ club in Hanau, Wast Germany — anti-war protest was widespread and worldwide

Tales of 'Nam

The Viemamese war has
become big box-otfice business,
Platoon, Full Metal [ackst and
Hamburger Hill are packing local
Ci!'.l.ﬂnlilti. NL“-’H'SEEIEEHEE report
high demand for the serialised
story ol the war,
Nam, And all

ol this 1s a pale
Britush reflection
of the appetite
ol the US public
fiar tales of the

apocalypse
Here, STEVE ROBERT.‘a
examines the “Vietnam

syndrome’ and its cultural

representations.

FAIER AN comibar in Indi {‘Junn

were wonnded,
underlay the politbcal lmpact of the ;

movement wod the
vevenloal majority

perialisim follnwing the fall of Saigon and

revnificanton of the on

Aid provided o UNITA lurces in

tervention ol Cub

Hl the invasion

["rhmlu n b ‘\IJI (HINE

Afolamsran and Iran respoetmechy, roansfor

in the Middle Fss The
jated with the Nlesragnan and

ming the situation

vear cul
Orenadan revolutions

The detente policies witlated by Nivan
and Kissinger, und cantinuerl by Garrer and
Breezinski unti] 1979, were the nasualoe no

vy of 3 faulty-analvas — thar the T/55R
cotdel control s assatpeet allies — Bar alsa wl
the mew relation of forces ercared  ba
Wietlam
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the ‘Carter atl-

B s G-
mifitarily.  and
eennomically, Inan attemp) oo explods con

trachictions that were assurmed (o b |'~rl w

producing  the USSR

ripen withiin Soviel Soci

But the remutlicarisacion drve tainched Gy
Charter was-clwarfed by thar manared by the
Reasgan administranion -'\l'".'r.- expenditure

wis bumped up immediarely by thirteen per

'1mr] T per Cenl TIse
prmected 1 for the next [ve years
Twenty five years alier Kennegly sent nis

Cene in I""'i' witl

4-_'.1.'is-.lr Toleieus Lo boel |_-|| thir military

(EEEET: Ll Y the Them reghme, Foagan senf
similar  mezsinns logistics and
Tralning his pruxics I'he
ke use of divect drition was

watnessed 1o the Jirst roll-back —  against
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To be sare the policy has mcs wirh inrermal
npposiliva. The mevement againss inrerven-
tian in the Ceriteal Americs 15 ot insignifi
cant. Bur has Beagan succecded in epoding
thie spirit againgt new Victnams?

Part of the answer can be fiund in the wai
1o which the hisiory of the Vietnameze in
tervention bas boen treateed in recent years
I'he wave of films abour the ckpericnoe
itEelf 14 nne a new phenomenon

Dunng the Lbuild up of the Amencan
presence the “lmht 21 the end of the tunnel’
way kept bursing by John Wavne uod the
(oveen Berel. Pleivat was oturked by Blms por
rraying the bioer and olien psvchoparhie
veterans returiing bome, played by new ac-
Lors like Denris TI-‘||'||‘:|'I ard Jon Ll

Howewnr, arremiprs i conie o arips with
the war irach

mind themiaclves aeking cover
in demonolory (the sadiztic anrl twasmead
aoldiers ol The Leerfunier) or in the magical
realizm of Afeoalyiee Now

The mond of inrervenriomsm urlised che
L& toreian
the Amertcnn captive. Starting

familiar and emative totem of
pediey
friom real-dide casnpoanns aoround Uiese miss
g i eetinn fiom rhe Vicmamese war (one
af the rraznns for demang aid o Vicnam ),
e the U5 embassy hostages in Tebran, rche
‘possible danger o the U5 students af che
Crrenadhiuer meechical schiosl, @ wive Ll
Gl sprodied with Sylvesier Stallone anmd
Cloack Conmnra haunting the jungles of the
Far Fasr in o search of rhose enslaved by

ey

GO RTTY
The teaction o these lms was swity, lore
acen 1y the Gebate of what mernoriad should

£ Wl [

be erected toothe LS viclims ol
Washington, As against the Pentagon wio
pressed lor o conventoand comonernoration
toi the valour ol toese who chey Fora sresio
_g-::l,:.r_l_ YL TR S s AT o |-'|-|'|l o b other
The
mmtnililiag
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staby vngraved Sonple with
narrres il the seddwers swho ded. 1 has is the
=Rl Wl v anforems the coreens P filims
— the cult ot the ooy snldin

The theme of the “poor Bloody infanrne’

has alw:; bBeen

E contradietary I
amultansously carries an tmplici or explici
erandermmanion of the moetives and srrategy of
wovernments dnd miliey high commands;
while celebraung the beavery ol these who
Fehit, Lo allos o partisaacol eiber lely o
Prahil tosee @ Olm ke Sefoon and applamd 1

Lakewize with Stunley Kabrick™ Olm Fud
okt

spuilariey angermeral reliise

bt oi]
a¥EELRY currentls CHUNVInG QI

with & recarl

from s sowmd tvack  fdline figli i e
o

brts. The il sz split i twe pecess To the

st hall you accompany a raw sruad of
LTINIES uuph their rraming 22 marines
They are Lrutalised. You ate brmalised, A
Winean copversation diks: oot aeonr i

MR

mintos st e o Sex becomes
rnethime v e with vowr fifle. Kulerick

ALICTALIST QUTIGOE med  RlotemborDadanbar 1907

prodys his audicnce o the chesr askimg:

“would vou have heen able ro resisr rhis
comditioming?’
The  lullvfledped  ‘grints”  then find

thernselves hurled intg che Ter odfensive ol
T9GE, But W b oo cunoosly coe-dirnensieoal
There is 00
znfdiers, no Cfragaong’ of afficcrs; the rise of

WaT. drug-reking among
the peace movetent i the Usa and inneena-
pemally 14 never menminned

Mupor contradictions are onlv hmted ar
with oncoof (he clidracers weaning 2 peace
husttam o his taped and ‘Borp 1o Kl oo has
helmier TIe is askod by o culonel the meaning
of hiy peacse badee, 'You know iz the
ne rephes. “the doalite of
Tifr, Towe aed cleasth

Jungan rhing;
The colonel does noe
by rhis. Thar Kubeick vlearly does

His soldiers, schooled to- kil are swept

wwarde  Lheir bioody cond, with only  (he
strupgesl surviving. These who hesitare are
Jast, Toie a Bl s pessimizte view niot an-
Iy mfwear, bul of hagianity in peneral, with

itz srvang imphicanon thag we are wnable o

resast the pressures which push 1dwards the
hnlocansr

It wenld be niee o think thet films ke
Kabrick's marked dn anti-war redction o
the plurificaton of the Rambo-ivpe bar
byrian warrior Lo laot Plaean. Ha
Hitl-apd Full Merw! Jackel mark anyin ijAsse.
Thiv cnmbinarion of the stern resisrance of

the Bandimatas, and the remnants of the
Vicrnam syndroons presven) an invasion of
Micuragua. I thar sesisrance collapses, oy i
did i Crrenuda, domestie pressure s oot sl

Metther 1500 sutficrenr o Lale US

ficient
adventures in the Crall

I'he rebuiding of a oy mass anli-war
mievernent ol just oo the TR b aroued
the warld will b d by new {ilms
calistie weeount of
war and at the same timo, pravicded renl ex

sipaadle

whirh fan give hoth &
armization ol iz mechamsms

Afl Chtedom the Western Front provideed auch
doertbioue ol the st workd war, seen through
the eved of & Creriman soldier. A simitlar ac-
cont remEing T be e of Vielnaem.
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IN THE first few manths of Thatcher's third term an onslaught has been unleashed against the werking class and oppressed which
makes the efforts of previous Tary administrations pale by comparisan

The response of the official leadership of the labour movement has been utterly bankrupt. The approach of Kinnock and Gauld ac
the Labour Party conference, and frem miost trade union leadeérships at the TUC, has been rightly dubbed “sub-Thatcherism’,
because of its aceeptance of the economic and social framewaork set by the Tories for the eighties and nineties.

The crash in the stock markets in the major capitalist centres, coming in the centext of a deep and profound crisis af capitalism,
paints up the complete inadequacy of 'sub-Thatcherism' a¢ a strategy for the labour mevement.

SOCIALIST OUTLOOK is committed to the development of a real socialist alternative both to the ravages of Thatcherism and to
the grey tide of Kinnackisrn and ‘new realism’

SOCIALIST OUTLOOK rejects the view that the fundamentals of sacialism are cut-dated or irrelevant in the changed conditions of
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in the Labour Party, the recompaosition of British politics and many international issues of crucial importance for socialists

We believe that meving to 3 manthly production schedule is urgent given the development of the political situation and the speed of
events. Our aim is now to begin monthly production from March "88. But to do this we need money, Maney for full tme staff
Money for typesetting and printing equipment. Money to improve the quality of our design and production and the range of aur
coverage

Since our launch in May we have had an excellent response to aur drive for subscriptions, sales and donations. But we are still only
hatf way towards achieving our target of £10.000 for a monthly SOCIALIST QUTLOOK

We are asking all our supporters, and zll those wha sympathise with our objectives, to help us achieve our goal. You can do three
things immediately:

* Subscribe! Even if you buy the magazine regularly, 2 subscription is more useful to us than 2 regular one-off sale: it gives us cash
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+ Send a donation! There are not many milliamaires an the |eft, but then there arc not many wheo cannat afford to send us
something

* Take out a standing order to our special development fund! A regular monthiy contribution — even ane of one or two
pourids — is:an excellent way to provide pracocal suppert for your magazine, A small amount is regularly debited from your account
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