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Towards peacetul coexistence?

DECEMBFR'S Washington summit, tesulting in the
agreement for a limited reduction in inlermediate
ruclear missiles. has raised Important questions about
the future of superpower relations, and hence of world
politics. Does the INF agreement mean that we arc
enlering into & new eva of major nuclear disacmament?
Ihres this mean a new cra D‘f l:‘u—ﬂ'l;iﬂiigt‘rlltfﬂi of world
crisis between the USA and Russia? Our answer to the
first question is ‘almost certainly not’, and to the
second ‘probably not’. Tn our view, it has suited all
sides involved in the INF deal to overplay its. real
significance. To see why the real change resulting from
the deal will be minimal, we have to look al why
Gorbachev and Reagan wanted the deal.

The Soviet Union desperately wants new moves
towards a diminution of the arms race because Gorba-
chev's perestroika project desperately needs the econ-
omic leeway which would be provided by major
reductions in arms spending, What particularly wor-
ries the Sovicts is Heagan's Star Wars project, compet-
ing with which would potentially doevastate cconomic
reform. On the ather hand the Sovier burcaucrats fear
that if they did not compete with Star Wars, eventually
U5 military superiority would be so great as o lead. ai
the very least, to US military and political pressure an
the Soviel Union. and at the unthinkable worst, even
to a pre-emptive strike against the *socialist camp’.
Waould the Soviet Union be able to prevent an invasion
of Cuba, for example, knowing that the US could showl
down moast, 17 oot all, of its nuclear missiles? Could US
military pressure cven on the “central front” in Ger-
many or Czechoslovakia be repelled il the Soviel
Union were not sure of the effectiveness of 1ts nuclear
deterrent? These are real nighimares for the Sovict
bureancracy, which sces no way of defending itsell,
other than military parity with imperialism.

Gorbachey has responded o this situarion by
trying to develop a broad offensive tnwards nuclear
disarmament. which will start with intermediate and
short range weapons and then ‘escalate’ to strategic
wERpOns, The Sovict Union wants 4 new erd r;f-pra:'r-
ful coexistence as the anly way to avoid the effects of
competition on the Star Wars [vont. To ger it, Gor-
bachev isprepared to make very bold moves on human

rights — at least [or the intelligentsia and the *dissi-
dents” — and to make major concessions on both
international gquestions in general, and military

matters in particular. This may mean reducing Sovict
aid to Nicaragua, and even abandoning Soviet allies in
Afchanistan to what would be a very nasty late at the
hands of the US-backed mujahadeen guerrillas.

In the INF deal itself the Sovier Unton has given
away a lot more than the US. Gorbachev will quite
happily abandon Nicaragua if he thinks it will lead to a
new arms deal. This is the logic of ‘socialism in one
country’: for the Soviel bureaucrats, and their sup-
[MOTEETS and sympathisers. the fate of socialism is
coextensive with the state interests of the USSH.

SOCHALIST DUTLERK

a5

Is the United States is prepared to go along with a
new phasc of real peacelul cuexisicnee, a new counter-
revolutionary pact for international stability ? There is
precious little evidence to support such a theory. The
INF pact was signed by Reagan for specific limited
political reasons, which are to do mainly with Rea-
pan's place in history. and the election needs ol the Us
Republicans. Most influential capitalist opinion in the
US is against giviag "concessions’ to Gorbachew, amd
there was a howl of right-wing protest against the INF
deal, While Us im];tri.‘l]il&]ll 1% L|LlEl|:.‘ llrr:IL.lr:-.d Ly g:'xplciir
the tounrcr-[uvnluIilluur}' ‘gumlwiﬂ' of the USSR if
Aecessary, Just now it is ned necessary. The US
approach is much more that of the matled fist than the
velvel plove.

The Reagan-Gorbachey summit. and the INT deal.
have led Lo great confusion in the peace movement and
in the left, So what attitede should socialists take? I
1dEtt'ﬂ|:c1 hl:l'“'i_"i_"n tI-H.' 'ill'[ﬂ']-[H:l“'I':T"\ TREATIS TRITE C0rm=
tacts between the peoples of the cast and west, some
even limited concessions on human rights, and reduc-
tions in nuclear weapons — meaningful ones, by the
UsA as well — then much ol that we can accept. After
all, we are not for matching Tmperiahism missile for
missile, or against any disarmament by the Sowviet
Uniom as part of a more glubal disarmament process.

Bul it is guite wrong for people in the peace
movement to believe that we are now on course for
major nuclear disarmament, or that the threat ul
nuclear war is receding.

Il we do oot accepe the illusions of many in the
peace movement, we do accept the right of the Soviel
Union to manoeuvre, to demand a real disarmament
process and o mobilise internavanal public opinion to
that end. However, we do not accept their right, as
part of that, 1o do dirty counter-revolutionary deals at
the expense of the workers and peasants in central
America or any other parl ol the world. 1f ‘detente’
meuns that — a couater-revolutionary co-management
of workd affairs, *peaceful cocxistence” — Lien social
ists should be dead against it. And in reality it is this
kind ol *detente” which Gorbachev is looking for.

Finally. there should be no illusions that we can in
fact achicve a ‘non-nuclear world” so long as imperial-
istn exists, The USA is never, ever, going to give up its
nuclear weaponry, which it sces as the ultimate guar-
antee of the survival of the imperialist world system.
Ounly the workers tiuking power, a socialist world can
puaranlee against the threat of ouclear war, While
supporiing any real steps toward sigaificant nuclear
disarmament. the main tasks for socialists in the west
are to fight against Star Wars and US military inter-
vention world wide: agalnst US intervention in central
Ainericar ‘against US support the counter-
revolutionary guertillas in Afghanistan and for the
withdrawal of the Us Meet from the Gulf. At the samc
time, we have to demand @ real exlension of glasnostto
democratic rights for the Soviel working class, rights
of trade wnmion and political sell-organisation, for
political ploralism. for the end of burcavcratic rule @

fuar
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Gorbachev’s casualties
in Eastern Europe

I'HE CURKENT pulivies uf
(Testruclufitsg) 2

in the Sovier

HIES

L ninn are Beginning o oreate

sorme lntolerable stroins wilhm
the ruli
ather contries of the Warsaw
Part

With coanamic st

ECITERLTEEL pATLLCS

tibioreand

raszive foreign debits ot home,

frrcreaningly shuep Sov
: s ol the Brvehnes
prriud whon Tt cast
European Tesa

play dernamily for

5 Calme Lo
[T
cromamic and poliical
demuocratization, vou have the

inerediets far massive sacial

CTisis
G 153k Krembin
srongean Cerchoslovakan for

thie |

1asf el
heen removel fs per
secretiry of the Comminis:

Party | kac) wathouar sb much
w5 a rThank 17 Jur all the
hard waork.
Jarazelsks has received o ma
rebff in the revene relerendom

In olzand,

el it relerrr o

Tty owhers ot jurn

pather voredf agamest o didn’
il
MNicolae T
personal dynasey m Raom
12 showwing signs of falliog

al the seans, Fyomwin
Humiiy , wirh the
LAtV e i rr

oo reshneliTey

WY

i he
v raken plac
nalnvakiaa

G, ma

L SR o

o Cleo

I'Hai=ak

i ceTeromial
sty of [FTi dent. has
lscvomee the first wiagor casr

Lurepean vicrim o

arnsnuse the
(leech peopi hig rofe afte

thie LRGE mvasnon

TTisak was

an ogpartaniEr indehred o

i1 i

hinew % JHNWET.

repla

FETI

[ Imwever, hit
Milos Jakes. while an apparens
relormmist on the reonomy,
wll

| with other

thi

H Iy PO

e R i 106R pad

v nstramental in purging

party ol Dhabeek

SUTYHTETS
Salidanry’s taanpaign for
i the P

1 §3ArTi

FEIETOMCTE appoars

SOCEALIST QIUTLOOK

ne 3

had resnlrs — oniy 68 per cenr
ol those cligible vored, OF thos
vk, Bf et OemME Y - for

¢ of cramami

thi pack

roforms and lower livine

andards and 70 per cent lor

TR

v Tdeniocratisation bt
thiort was overall asaporin
Flanimard

price intreases which mighr

in the elerrorare

rppassTioa hivve Deen puar off

bur other aspeces of felorm will

wiabivad 1 acoordamee with
the wishes of the Tnternational
Muonetury Fand

IEr CUOUREEY T
i

CTTTTG,

debit ix K

Knight amendment attacks
lesbian and gay rights

T11% LLENIGHT
srmenidment o thc
povernmesnt’s local mavern

bail] leaascd

I'he kareh

wemilel make e ||:_|_-:-_|| lor dodiald

Lanncichaent

e bl v Uiy

Sprui

ERpNEN Lilb wir o

drEsmEation which

flre= the same, The delinlbwon

of ‘promieee’ b0 e righlow

BLUITILCTIRE 15510
AT
schuocls can e o
potenitiadly. pravic
anid backwird p

eld dav. The theeat of cour

pare vl gtk a mananT bl

il Luos whiich

Il snthirinnes

JarmaryFebruary 1988

Forrra

L 0E UImersEs

crtL s part of &
prewiny backlasly apains

Th

I |l:|.l|

the sacking
AWy A TearheTs

AW ERRTR . S |.|| WA CTS ax W

s Lhose appointed spe 15

L owerk on leshagnand guy
rLEnrs

Thi i,

Fmighr a
imed the suppurl wlibcl i has

Erenecd |_:'i_l][ 1 I_,l_ SO CTTITNETTE

sl (RHAL SOOI

~lecirled thar the

e o Ly

ar- lesbian anil g

itrAck s s 1 s legal

miplications, and inm

cover fonr by

wgaimst leshians and cave. Lt
may wiell f

artock rhe
1967 scavnal nttenee

Privhirrably, the re

thie Tabour frone Bench o phe

-k has hien awtul

up efleet they
| the
nf dizrancing

Treduiadis

AMenoament, as

tves hork fricmn the e

whiy hezve actoully

albwout 1L

But the TI-strong

tiom al the Howuse of
14 Llecemb b

the sirenath of fi

Ao smmethin

[NOMSTE

Cirmmaina

DAL DIy

Irshian. gay w fabom

muvernenl activias has firced
them (o rethink rtheir posstion

Lo I

1} recwsw

s the
But in the lpbour
14ELE

while

sl FMAED
Feal pHnisl

Resistance o Llus now

AIrme
srtack 1
Litll @

rrently nesds (o b

R R R R B N T T W T Ty e & )




seronid thoughis aboul paying
rff rhe emtire Lo
lreabmeik apeed

v gy il Iat =t

ineernad

opposcion g s bleak romioe
FOTH LS £ir T I
November 0,000 sirikmg
workers from o towek-laciory i
Rrasov riotecl, destroving e

rogicial paris Liealguinrtors
the process, Alithoigh thisdoes
niot appear ol brca

Tories
under
pressure
on NHS

AFTER SEVEN Bitter vears ol
uncompromising Lory
government, cane the
unfamiliur sight of Lee swifi
anel substantial rofrears wirkin
aanomth — both oo the MES

Narhing could more cleaely
show the potenual sireagth anid
popular support of kealth
workers amd anti cuts
CAMpAIETS

Mowernber and Lleceaby
had brouglt @ geowing e
gty over MNilsonrhacks,

rnng alongside ncreasingly

vl commptamis [rom mp

UOLIRS

Farly Decemlicr saw tlus
rhmas i an Gpen ¢ fron
the i-'l!-_-:il.h:'rl:-T of three modical
rvvud volleees, and then a
1A sTone petititn 1o

Tharcher frum copssuliants ol

dacrors from over 100 hospil
arriEs the country, including
w20 prolessors, Criganised
by Teondon Heallh Emersencs
and the Hounsiow-bascd
Tlespaad Alert, the petition
valled frr inoreased lunding
thie WHS
headrh avthorites w resist
prossure e make luaether cuts
W allim davs ol this petitisn

carme-the firss mianer |

Bl idso nrpid

concrsnm — ap exiracE 7 e
shared birwieen the lealth
tlistrtcls, The suny was tarally

inndeguate, hur rhe congssion
has merely enoonraged doctees

fiehi for

all FAmMpaners
THRTE
(T oncesso pomiber wn

carme 1 Lhe wfiermark of thie

brallegnelv-michestrared roken
sirike by M NLUPE miohid riarses
a1 Norh Manchester hospatal
— i el st

&t

repeited clsewhern, sndemts
huove wlsniaken tir the sfrosse
waed [es ipvase fas taken o
braceerioy o the Last fow weeks
gl gl just metapihnreeally!
Ceuseenn’s il-rrmeealod
conlenipt for the nos

leadership i the Sovier Union

wis pladn Ll
Crortiachey s recont visir and

thew, o wrn. arn biding their

L 5 %

plians tscrap their speclal
cuty gasnsents tor nighr shaer
workmg

Seldin can any enre-nighr

strih by s few wiirkers have
remesverd soomeoch aud sueh
sympathete natonal media
Liverage.
Evern thie i
fvbel |

hvarer

wl Ty pieas

I resprves vl
al atnpe — leavinyg div
mist virriolie oppositon oL
strke o e vorced by thies
leadersh oot the Raval Cinllea
of Murang Tne
metnhers

wrrast, K

T several hospin
have besm evadime the ROYN s

y by tacitds
assisbine andusiond aetion
— axal St
Thomas's hospira!l — calling

‘no-strike poll
health unions, o

rlismprve mass taectings
durine working hooars, which
AT LHATAOUTIL 1y strike
Acron

The Manchoster siriks

serl b a sretion of thi

[}
Lk feadorshpowilling ta
flogt Tam Sawyver's defeariss
Prew readiet Line . Ll Use ool

padee s il Clrmasescty sinks

A

cver decporiney the n

Li Rl sirperrs withiey the

party and secariey ereans
which L e sympathelic W
e Seciiot Linton see s corianm
e crvatallise wirhin thee wexi
fow mnnths

Al i all, the case Enropean
regancs appearin for @ mough
e avnT the o OTning sl

Cuts have put tremendous pressure on NHS staff and p-nﬂ-er_'lfs

pravd wl Upe vighs time. Nurscs
Hadadready heoumern jum-or
lead mrany anrEemes

va, anidd bl vl

sovrm-wesk bvertimi lan in
Tenburieh-denesnds
aridt

il urion offio:

£XTITA

als yguackly
L

| in the handswioon

B | hrearemed marses” serekes

sowchere Wk davs, the
Tesrie< hudd ¢ Henbed down asd

'-i|'.||1'|'||'|:: il

= LnE
s herme thpapl they will
Vs ttzakr naTees

T

gk e s

pive for it answ

ceEtroe i

.
The Manchester strike could

YOE TTOVE A TN e
sivino the bitheri pass

aTiEbE 8 sl O@pornemary oo

put themselyes at e frvefrops
wl the Bult o defeond the NHS,
{phitting indusinal snon
roniby back vo the gaenra.
Exven belore Ui Tor
clisnbadown, low-paid hlood
rransinsinn servige worke rs —

aain damanated by LK —

bk soworesd 1ep nake Ui

o
dlitfiondties and the

aml.vears
ssand proredsing
Lillaby of e Fovics Unian in
ilervine vd keep thosr states
nrear e keel seemgertain

badd riv s

upwilling

1

il upheavils only

prarzlleled in the recent past Ly
(e rise 0l Sulidanl, ®

SEAN ROBERTS

detend their meul allowaners.

Thre Tomes have managed o
ArawT
R woirkers o

N 1I'.li||.|r|.f. e

he the wviery

nt that their cash culs aunc

. TGET TMIpAart nm

hespivals, and whie the medi

— tedli

crivg-pahlic pganien

= zp2ll haghbe e rtseal of
grrvernment pelics .

This HTVA TR

sl Lo fu e
e eme far complace s
Trvportant prartial viclooig ca

I'III| -I-I'l arr I-:'_ 'l\'.l Z‘".'L'I.

43
A lubioue tds G pnend

Jesiberslup worth s salr wonld

wlronds bave launch 3 TILER iy

praig o the NHS,
neluding inatienal
demonsrrathon aod o TUL dav
il action  — whick wouoldl ger
sy e spport . Iy the

| Ui andiversary vear ol the

s, Ie wssnll aoeton lare —
anpct cssennal we v o

sersade them foodiso @

HARRY SLOAN

SOCIALIGT OUTLOOX na s Janoary/Febreary 1988

L——-———————.———‘



UPFRONT

Meorman Willis — staaring
TUC policy towards that of
new realist Erle Hammond

LELL 11 T T
i Fovs e T "_:'!":E
yoreptance of sinele ww

sl ann P sk tha
ErIre R TE Ol
This

e 211

1 il

Fp &l

i i P

Iaor can

Al amn = |._|.'. (INRR IR 5
Pieins sboalol Crak W f
nployers’ single i : g
Fliess 1 w it f ?
s1ing L = iy
e i thi
i TUC accepts single union  deals
o Lic triET Tl
oy cakbine mole m foorred o et e itk DL Plie ALC dieleast o tilhah Pl withe e
[ mar-menrh the 7179 LA TH Y D TS eyraical] T i i tlel Prplisverid Ll ernbne

Wil

el gercs

[RUR S (AL ili=z] A e 7 W cother teacte natons, T
commmiiiee ol TTe it WL s e clea
P Mo, arsstead of dleal o the propeiset] new F rhvat thae | I
e hallenpme Hammemd’ plancan Lunedes, el | i Ik
L a II. || (AR ||.J_ TRl 4 I 1 bsanvess
(= T vl T Tamm ¥ It
e Ya o Lien
ACCTT I, e 0T i
ATV T < Ly i goileal e clepan
l meiiier drd ksl stronuly agtees wille st il I biarls e kiiine
e Al 1 i oy ans 1 1 tss collaborarsen andd
T WL e COTT THOTTH M LS T 11
sidace on thisassae. TR came | s ok phi Take Toew T1 vl gl fiE T ik o ar
ETHNNE] carly when the resc ol the T ATRCTTRS T sesm W | LEFE ] LT e | My ol L

it i Forel UK mecend

I ALAN THORNMNETT

Solldarlty conference: an |mportunt begmnmg

rinde

unepploved @

s UL LES, LLILICT coantan lie Hull nesd wid

lips

soludiaring hies:
E i Leolz: €
strikers [rom Silen
rernet with (xlord
i lamdets dspares I
SEIFIOF] Gl

in ST ld |
|arait s

Sileritmgbl

angd dispuics

suppoTT
IR L s
mpeakers an

SER

Al

cluded

alives L

are paral

srumtiees, the vnrores o Coads ;
(Rant xuw

Ly mEers
L L-; W laipwartly
srkehire wovnen

il .':i'-'|l'.l""\

:_I'.llr TpEciho

FEIICE SR

Lerry
e

Howireould wet ogerher with

ll prople inrerested n i fiave heen

rmang the g

Thiast

il

; shaticand lessons ol
recent dispates and 5
i ovaremg

support o WE W
policy)y, The [irsel

alvdered Ly (eha by R

sputeg

rrwien us where the
¥ '}L'I-\.lll

chitmigsapply and what

cretle il

SRLL R Lk

SELRILLET

sru | |'l‘- W TR A .i|-:. Anii Wi o o change thungs
ex e ppeens and imoohscussing rane ol 4 feerioe oot ey Lhis eopference s avven
thie way forward lor soliclirsy sricked wind v isnrso # wialk 1 the LI SaTne hul_u- lur the Arse arne
i A ndd bsaddime =salidarioe an rhe tneaniioes. 1w cornmarree wil 3l w 2" ermohaded
artivity, Tabeor Party and swamen n [EE g homonrhiy bulleio Trrry French &

Sup

mrised wiorkers
i Wappang, Hangar
WA and clsrwhers; 1n
il M3

Fikers and vt

Clampaign gronp ¢ s from

SOCIALIST OUTLOOK  ao b

Jompmry Fadrryeiy

Tie LEEs.
Lhzeussiom in the

sissian renteed on b

solidariry netwprk and on

hallenging the beliavals of the

TeeE

it renT i

B . S



6

WORKERS AT
heading for a pessible magor
comfrontatioen with

7 January
cted

managemend. O
the Tord unions
MANAGEMEDNL s Tespionise (0

their pay clan which tied a
pay tocevase (of six and & half
porcent lor the first vear and
mereases ege] (o te rateol
inflation for the second two
yeids | 1o A series of now

mustly Japasnese-based,
WOrKINE praciices b vhich would

ate :Z.ar::_;-." 1S TIC W

o
precedents
Phese wnclade e

intrpducbon of '.-l:.".?.'l berin

conltacts! the enclin
demnarcation and the

el

It
[Texibality; tic
'_IL'.|_| ]{.ﬂl'lr"ﬁ , LTTRTINE A/

e r-paid foree o

OTAPEnY

spies o e shop [

credimn o " aone oirclos

anvther |apanc

Chese proposals provoked 5
semics of spantanenos strikes in
it

rhr carly 2

pes il o

s
whith cosy

veticles fowadws ol LI

e neotiarnTs trire
firer this anger by

I LALEORE ot e
| — meeting the
e A tnonth
the Novembior revicis

wlowing
d (o @0 b waThimT aoriar

O the f2on of ir, the
sirmation could leasd 1o g sanks
Ar the mecling on 7 Janaury.,
bapwever, the trade wivion side
tolil maEnagement that iy
ke

wintild be prepared 1o

rhanges

1 wiicking practice
manauement wery prepared o
al

i this ot

r]l'l"'.‘l_.]l. 3 OIL0 Woa

Management reject

of hand't bue the signs
a “romprinmise” seidement on s

rwi year basis is pussible
Such dseldem

serious blow o car workers,

sl bea

who, altnpsede cogincering
workers, have sufferce more

Lian miear from the prolonged

neive of the jrast

Iheir shop Qoor

prganisations have been
weakenod and they have hoen
tepearcdly betraved by the
trace vmien leadery

There have alzn been
dlespuates i Austan Rover
(ARG, i particulir over the
new guadity bonus wloch way
contained 1o the Jast wage

renciew 1 moathes age. In the

Ford assembly plant ot Dagenham

Car workers under attack

frain plants rpaliry has

procdnecd anlv nyinimal

ST Loy Longlirdus

workers hayve reocived &
il & weck nand
vownrkers have

maximlm af 4

m o
regcived:a rotal
e 14 mom

af £1.30 far the

e
Sovme plants, ssich zs

Swindon, are actually worse off

than rhey were hefore the wae

roview de to g £51an the

is hiad

presducrion bonns, T

rrecared TS TeArTITene

arnuny the worklorce whin

remember Bue deal be
poshied throug
recormenclation of the
nartomal urion eaders

Iowath thie sirong

I L

“hief negorator Mick Murphe

teded the warkers ar the fime
rhar hewas “over che

m

with the deal’

tritucle,

Diespare Murphy's
workforoe huas reg
Felirwary, L the
plant, for cxample, an
owerthng ban sproad
throughonr the plane atrer 2 fall

il b Dipms, It

in the g
Lok thie loc
headerships three munths, a

1raed il

sertes ol sy JI.I.'I:'||['II:':1 &lF1CE 3
prciige of & ballol on the leaw
fevged it called aff. A maszs
meeTng "'\.'{}I,{"n'l 1 15wkl 01 a

Al for srromger action whirk

was [hen disallowed by che

Lhees

Il LzELsL

pla L
meeting o break up o
IRE A (VT

AT s decision 1o suapend

thieir emplover’s conrmbaations

FOCIALIST QUTLOOK. no 5

%

WAL BIE

o the penstan fund for thres

vears {which @ the samc as

redueing the waie all

wer cent or plondering TAHm
vt ol the pension fond) was
kept seorel [rom mess| workers
b company had

mored atter
1

pped paying in Seprember
Ul ullicral umicn respuinsg wis
slow

Lase Clerober the natir

HolhE nesutiating eomomlies
((R0) evenlondly balloted e
wiorkforce [ora one day strithe

v the Jssue Ao

il

prn LLs
tuat Lose umons

whio s e e 0w
majerincs cowld not be

Ly e the strike, thus
splitliny

wark

unity of e

antes the
resull —

Wi

thssuss the T

whitch wis a U300 plwjuriay 1o

rslorke. L ey

ELE |

lemenrimg

delegarion in fay
I €

r=hip deeided tn

hide b
thic vote and ke o foctler
actionm o e ssue. Ao iass
macering of o assembly plant,
Iill'\'u'l"'l'u"l'_ A |'|'|.'||_'=||| |"_-'|.

demanded srrike arnon ancthe

taue. A a rosile Cowle

ceed diswn for a day, bur

workers have not been

theopporiuimty fos Dard

AT

The willigness ul e

fieht bick 15 @lso

rizeent hallor for

Tkt
b

g

wmin thie

vennre an hranch officers
in the Cowley hody plant.

Lrespiiee the fac thar the r

wing aonirolled the be

prac el TS

LLILy

vl s dulosus
thimgs ronk place {whick now

seeemn tn he the subiocr of
cotnpluines within the union

i e
ditdate Troms

the lefl-wi
ki

g

2 ean

deun recetved B36 vtes

asst te sxosting righi-wing
candicliee with 1171

Al this shows Wl var
winrkers are likely (o B i
grivwing torec 0 the class
strupgle in the coming
prrivd @
MATT BAKER

lenuory (Febnyary 1988




L: B % ]

I ‘R '8

Soczalist Outleok wants vour leceers! If vou leel moved o write — and we P vou will —

please try and keep o g maximum of 300 words, Send 1o: PO Box 703,
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THE AMTICS of Bill and Ben the ”l;;l'werprj* men seam fo Gove
insgrired the toctics of Meil and Bryan the ‘frontbench team’
Yesteryear’s kiddies’ v heroes used to wait until the ‘man
wh waorks in the gardan’ want to lunch, before emerging 1o
covart harmlessly in the poming shed, mouthing amioble

When the gordenar returned, he found only linde rall-tale
signs of the strange adivity the! hod teken place: Bill ond Ban
warned by fhe ever-nervous Little Weed — hod returnad 1o

Todoy's frendy Labour leaders have hordly varied the

farmula. Since June the Tary 'gardenars’, intent ugen thelr
work of pruning, uprecting and restructuring, have besn able

to toil almost undisturbed:

Who would believe that there i on oppaosition, whan there
has been so litle popular campaigning by Lobouron such
savoge attacks on lecal gevernmen), union rights, seeiail
security, the unemployed, the MH5, the pall tax, prass
freedom, council housing, education, abartion rights, gay ond
lesbion rights, the black communities and civil libertisz?

Instead, Meil and Bryan come out accasionally to ploy

stupidly with some of the tocls and materials left lying oround

by the Taries

demaralized Labour vorers.

to offer any audience,

JOHMN LISTER

Silly Bryan picks vp share ownership, gurgles and clowns
araund. Meil finds o few Tory vaters to ploy with. Than bath
of them spot the lobiels vsed by the Tories to oftack the left,
and fry to use them too — with whocky resulrs!

When the Tery gardenars come back, they find just o faw
mystariows clues to whaot has happened
policy reviews, surcharged Labour councillors, and

suspended CLPS,

Despile featuring Marxism Taday in the role of Litle Weed
and the TUC as Slowcoach the Tartaise, ‘Flowerpot 27 has little

Unliks the ariginal show, the 8BC isunlikely 1o he deluged
with demonds for o vides. Bul unless we are careful, 'The
Fronthench Man’ could run and run ®
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Women for socialism

THIS MELTING was like
freesh air, notonldy because it provided an
ppportuaity 9 cscape from the left's
equivalent OF wrev-suited, eimbly im-
poreant and serious men, ((Though chis
wordd  have been cnough!) DBuc also
hevause the meetng represented some-
thine now, sometinng exciing — o real
possitality e women in sty

-_>_'_E.f Loy j:f-.'.l
forward

Thie mevting was sponsored (in o per

aomitl capacity) by g number of dctivisry
in the women's and labour movements.
nchuded: Sharen Atkin, Marrha
Crsamore, Paalme Purnell (chair of the
Labour Wiomen™s Avtion Commiiee],
Prawn rimarolo ME, Nadine Finch and
handw [ abisur
men s committee), Sarah Roclofs (La-
bour Weonien for Iyeland), Rog Young
(SWAFD women s zolidarity campaign),
Terry Conway ( Labour-Campaion for
leshian and gav vighis) and Lafour Broef
g woman — amoeng others!

Women active 1n woInen against pit
chisures alsn atrended and explaoimed the
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kind of desiussins that have heen taking
place in their prganisation, Betey 1leath-
field and K Young spoke ol the Frss
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At the Chesterfield socialist
conference last Ootober a
meeting of 200 wormen called for
a new m'ganimr_iun tu be set up
— “women for socialism’,

BARBARA GREEN wriles.

Labwur women's organisation, Mozt
ill-]lclr'liiflll'. o WLHITLE _t'{'l_)ii"l'l'l‘jL"j '.']".‘_' i.n'.-'
purtance of bringing organised pressure
to bear on the labour mavemen.
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Labour Focuis on
E E

ASTERN EUROP

has [or more than a decade provided an unmvaliod coverage of events med movemenis in the

Second World - an indispensahie source not fost for specialists, but [or anvone wishing to be

nformed about curren issues and key developments in the Sovier Union and Eastern Europe
Labour Forur js an indepondent socialist fumal commitled o the struggle for democrane rights as
prl imegral part of socialitm, Cabowr Focus provides a plaform for didiogue and debate begween

East end West Labour Focur camies anafyses, inerviews, documents uncd boek revicws.

Reoent issues have moluded:
Lhores Medvedev on Gorhachey's perestroika
Peter Drandt and Gunter Minnerup on Ewstern Europe and the Germin Questlon
Petr Uhl on Human Rights and Pefitical Revolutinn
Arshl Flpa an Enver Hoxha
Fred Halliday on The Tragedy fn South Yemen
Dorls Kugarlitskli's speech to Moscow conference of Independent sociallst clubs

Thechalds Road, London WC1 BNW,
Suhseription rates: UK end Burope £9 (individuals) £18 {muli-users), owside Evurope (aimmail
only) £14 (ndividuals) £23 (muls-users).
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Soeialist Outlood has published a new pamphlet on the
crisis in the economy. JEAN REILLY reviews Frnest Mandcl's

TV EN THE massive rolevision and press
poverage of the evenrs of 1Y Ceober —
the day the music stappred i the world
witle garme ol financiad pass the pareel —

and the subsequent roourn e the kil ot
financial reports we are all used 0
(lumped in with the weather inoa owi
piinute shor ar the end of the mews) vou
coull be torgiven lor not noncing that
the crsts s still upon s But on (e
oocasions since © bloody Monday™ — on
i November, on 249 Deember and
again 0 8 Janugary — we hase hited
recruns of the 19k with allinas of
dollars wiped from share values amd thi
dellar regching its lowest level sinee
wiirhi] war twi.

Io between those extremes, the valoe
ol the dillar and the level of share prices
have fluctuated wildly, Oinly the effons
of the European and |apamese contrld
banks s thi mew YOar, 10 organising
voilpssal purchases of the dollar, have
manared to temperartly ball g decline
and. just as termporarily, stweady share
[Irices,

A feeble new year starement | Fie
‘group of seven’ industrial eeonomics
(U5, Japan, West Germany, Franee
Ttaly, Britain and Chimaday re-comamii
g themselves 10 currency statulisarion
was mrmediately underimined by a2 oon-

iruclictory. statoment from Beryl
Sprinkel, (he chair of the president's
couniil of coonotnicadyvisors. This made
the sitpation worse: there were hugeo
sales of dollars and share prices Rl
sharply, especially in Lokvo

ln an attempt o develop & marsist
anderstanding of the crsis Secaalst Ou
{opk hias published a pamphler by marxist
ceoninimist Frnest Mandel, Qreestions and
anssperswn the cravh provides answers
the kind of questions which muny sovial-
wsrs are asking: “what are the cfeees ol
the stock marker crash on debr and
poverty in the “third world™? and “is
the recession inevitable?

I'he eontral plank of Mundel's argu
micnt s that, despie the fregquent state-
ments in the press Ly establishment
figures 1o the effect that the crash was
merely @ market
;‘ll.'_l.'_l_"j]!!-'.i"lj and iestantly feansmilted by
the underlving

stk sadjustment’
computer  fechnology
causesaf the everesof Detober and sinee
are real and theirefices will be no less
real.

Mande! 1eaces the roots nf the crisis
back o 1974 and 1o the overacsunmula-
ton of capital and overproduchon of

‘:?_-'u'.-.'."_:m?:' el ansivers o the crask,

Commmodiies which began o rhat pes
rioed. This: togelbier with thedesesiraus
Koviesien policies ol 1he Reagan wd-
yinistrad o and theodecline i the Us -
ability o competc with Furnpe and
especially fupan, has led 1o the present

CTHSEY

The American dilemma

SINCE 19 O OLBER . and indecd. well
hefore then, there has heoen increasing
pressufe oncthe LS, frovne the rest of the
pragel capitalise chuniries, to do Sore-
thing about itshuee balance of pavimenis
defivi, Fears that the Aroercans mighn
fevalue the dollar in order 1o resiore Uh
compeunveness and thus
rrade deficin, cnmbined wath (ears that
they miehe alse L fin'ced to ratse inlerest
citvs — wirh a conseduent downwirl
presse o share prices it order 1w
atreact sulfivient capital @ lmanie the
higee Budoer delicn . These fears canis 1o
hlgody Mondiw” wheon sates
amd  shares reached  pann

reduce the

i bl oo
of dollars
Jearly
Since then, wiil the dollar free Lalling
anet share prices still wery voladle, (he
pressures on the Reagan brintstratign
have been intense and also somewhat
vrntradictery
are is [rom the resit ol the counoicsin the
'E_:'rr_'qsgl'u il seven” o falsE interest rarcs I
crder o hall the decline of the dallar
The massive fescoe ORCTatlon  spear-
hesled b the Japanese was torced on
thastny by fears tor thewr own cormpenove-
ness and the seeming inabality or unwil-
lingness of the LS i jake the mecessary

The mnst Ghviows (iress-

R R e ]_'.l_'.'._ll,l_'l_-' s oWl CUTTCEny

Mandel dismizses the theapy thar the
5 b cuite happy to see @ condinwed
decline in the dellar in aorder w solve s
balance ol pavments problem. e ar
gues that a very lew dollae would “facl-
1Lake |!||J!._'t" j.'.llJ]'(hﬁ.:ik.'E af {Aamerncan | as-
sets by [orewn eomperiones, modify dhe
imer-impertalist relatmonship of forces w
the detriment of the Lisa
U URPOTTR MOTE CXEC I anel ger
intlation sueging  again’. While
phitgs are tre, ors alse troe thar a low

hedlae woild revits

frake noccss-

{lypese

T Arfierician expors
and reduce (heir reade dehidic

The seeming urwillingness of thie Us
tovact van be explained, however, mothe
conmradicrion beowesn whar 15 noocssary
in the lope werm tor U cuposlsm and
whur 15 the short-term poliocal inter-
eers of the presaden
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1% federal reserve amal che Whare 1louse
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Alan Tuffin — sold postal workers
down tha river

The deal negottated in Decernber

=

herween the Union of
Communication Workers and
post office management is one of
the finest examples ol a face-
saving bureaucratic sell-out in
recen| vears. BILLY CARRON

E'Epl'_'l'l_'l‘i.

HE [y DIn] §

Tuffin’s Christmas sell-out

ITNSTRUCTED BY the 1987 annual viin-
ference (o obtain 4 threes hour ceduction
in the working week for all LOW grades
in the post affies a1 no cost to the tiem-
bership, general secrctary Alan Tuthin
negotiated a one and a half hour redue-
hoar - o
cilerers and nothing for the counter ang

tion for postal workeérs, an

clerical grades. o top of this, postal
workers in the larger eity offices will
suffer @ sharp cur in there take home pay
lecause ol mtroduction of & now
bonus scheme anida change in the ratcs

ihe

r pry MICNT QP OVETIIIrie.
Avearding T sorme esmacs: pwenly-
tme per cent of postal workees will be

worse off in absolure 1erms as a rosuli of

the o Waorkers in spme of the big ur
ban offices; who stand to dose up 1o £31

bonus

changes, are being offered 4 biveput

per week  when  the sysl et
scheme amounting o £3,000 1y b pand
three wears, The changes in: the
lonus svstenr, will come into ellest in
the reduoction in wirks s
vin - somne s months later m MNo-
wember, UOW mombers will be faallored
un whether thev accept the

OWET

in Januoary
deal
Drespite whiat i avery obvicus vietor,
for post office management, the unon s
newspaper The Posl s fall of windy ar-
ticted bv Tuttin descrihing the deal as ta
=l

]'I'_:Iil'}f L i.“f:‘::- ][ 15 TTIkH || TTHOEC EE i
o way that Tullin was widely konown not
B suppert the demand for a three hour
ceduciion and oo strings. He wias also
terrified o leading any kind ol big
srle. In The Post of 12 December he
Unless
we were nel going i ablow aur memlaess
o berome another Thatcher Garmet”.
TTiadoukselly  che

here wis mo alksrnarve

wrole

EXECLIIIVE

The

cntire
much the 2amc wav

L T
|'-":1l.'i.<'fl"_5;.'lij_' 1= 1= Homonoeneity Tl facesno
real challenye franm the lett — the Binad
pniot of G000

fyast striking teanare whonl the

tiny il ca

mcimileers

Tiell s

By conceding this deteat wirh only the
slightest hint ol stdustrial acoon he lea-
|||-r-|_'|'i_,'_| has done vonsiderable "{i"nrlli'il:',".'
Saronly hias the Balance 0

i Lhe nninn
oy
Ll the long standing sirains between the
erizal and counter grades and the um-
farm grades have boen deepened. Divi-
sinnd hEve exacerbated
i)r_l_'ii;-j_] workors o bae urkan othices where

ez with manamcment been worscned,

Faese i bislween
banuses and overtme have always been
higher wnd those in rural oilices where
| Rizla] ol lasie 1 el by on a livw hasmic
1he whin wither

srnal] Bonuses or mo hodus aradl e

WET . e reoove

the present-achome (239,000 reccive no
ihing ar ull) willautemanenlbs e £7.500 4
week betrer ofl Thes wiill have one anda

hiall henirs ot theirwirking week by N

VICTTIOSE FETN 1 "'-:'E"_ﬂ':l Lo srAZin i.l W10 3Ny
Th .

[wamus scherme eI 2 IO I hoo

abur which way they will vote when

propeesals are put o il

Uhe group in the union which srems
v have brem almost compleiely extluged

[renm the noooti

ans ie 1 he |'H~r|p:-_ whis
stall the counters and adminisibive of-
fices. The

ling post o

wernrment mrervenvd, el-

v manigernent whooobliz

gy confided to the uniem’ s negottaiors
that a roduction i howrs fie st officy

would be an unw PO
I'he

]r.-H'l:'.I"-'Ill- seems 0 have becon taken

example 10 the rivil serviee uTHOn
aliack by the g rerness of dhe Postal O
ficers and Mostal Assistan= il a couple
of davs atter announcing the ouilines ot
the proposed settlement Tor the postal

wiorkers thev sent out o orealar ieacded

S — |

ralked
ginky of cantinuing diseussions on thel
hinus scheme, Ti was such an nepl at-
pemept o ar dis that it only in-
creased the resentment,

[The LEW- iz & anion without any lra-
ditfton ol militancy, having haed only one
all-onit strike (His century. TUos only m
the (urst [ve or six years. that the post of-
(e s had o faoe soome smadl cormipeti-
tion arcend the fringes of 1ts cmpire, al-
plwouagh. in the

shorter workime  week” which

FACL1AT

crucial and presogioey
rapick delivery letter and parcel lasiness
Ulitherio it had alwavs been oa sleep
backwater of British industey in which
loeal and mationsl enion officials would
FoCIm
natone) manasement with Lile need [
strumale and conllict.

But the old e
mignagersire bhoing brough) 0 froms ot
sidle indusities and are (rying w in
(aTs [§ [ L
indn all grades of management and |y
Traditic
are bieing  by-possed

s with the leeal wnd

civnr 140

witvs aRC dVing,

bgsiness  spirit

(LN 1TIVE

Wwoarsiarerr
codures
Cistal seaff are Deing inroduesd and

NednlEAnng pro

Bull

locally

eyer wrearct cmphass s heing given 14

comerpis like *Busitcss ¢llieney” which
of course misins working more cquickly.
The pace th

chanwes ave loh the UCW leadershng

andd ruthlessnoess ol
ST 11
ol days

fraeiity

thie bar palkiny abour the good

They have torefited an nppor
tor @ rpoick,  paimless
Cihiresternas v TOCV. ol (Ve when thi
[ racrcial
ar thiy
betrelle abour one per cone ol the post of-
Thew have sicnalled 1o
VLAFLALT thiat they are fighrencd ol
& real Nebivand they bave split and em-
;._'_II'['[I::__I::'\'_] Cites r.:l'."”l.:']f'i'f-.!-'.'. ¥

ni Ipnger woast then leaderships bul as

JIEes

COI ECTITOr=

post  Offee s coin

were o adimisttme o pould o

rraflic.

- .
fEge =

LT

Prstal workers

ved they have built no aliernative @
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ALL TITE ENTDENGE 15 that the curreng
clection for the NUM preddency  will
result moa o inassnee \'i,l’_'::'_'ll'\_x' oot amal
presigen Arvthur Scargill. Buo with Scar-
gill re-clocted, and hopelully more casily
abile (o cope with the stalimise-sofe left
bloe wun the executive, the mmers. st
tace major challenges, Amoene the most

i:|:||'sl'|r'2'4|.l are b ; Verninernl s j_ll:.-l:'.-r
for evenlual privatisation of the mince,
alite with tHe clectricity odustvs and
the incrcasme arémplss o andermine
the coal inedustry by imports ol loreign
CTICTOY.

The anack on the ndosiey and the
teiners throngh the Impord g ot cnergy
from abroad is 1nking two main forms,
First, the | is. backmg the
Clentral Elevreicny Generating  Besard
(CRGR) 0 imporing cheap loregn coal
s a csubstitute for buvine dirctc from
British Coul. The three main supplicrs
will tre Sheil CGoal Tnisepanonsl i stagapils
mes Auspealmn vowl; Carboeal (Colom-
haan woml); wnd the Doch Do 256
providitng coil from the new Chinese
e gt An lai Boo Thess supplics of
il witl be provicled af alout £19 4 1an
cost, o similar
supplies from British Coal, Bringing in
| from coumtites with cither
BPCTALT

wall e

ITErTETs

— roughly hall the

elaea et

|l_!'k-.'-_"; CoRls UF 4 ow-wiaee

the provess ol (h
cloctriciny indistry switching frman 1otz
ind

hasten the closing Jdown of so-caller

wayklnrtce

dependence on Brigsh Coal —
TUNCCOTIONIE [7ls

The second arm ol the aack, 5 an
exlremely
workers w Brition — the frpu riime
o Urande. Thie eloeteicily

hink-up between Brwin aml Frende s

SCTACHLS LAt AT ElCTEy
5)}

clevireny

carreini TINW)
e caliles

viaa two rabdes Capablc ol

mierwatts of oo
now  fully
French comeractesd

VRN L]

1r WTTELSSTO e the
G TR

Britain Wid ikivs o VICHT

e energy o

Phie thiewry s thar this link up. the new
will @

lependding oo

Trench. conneel ion
ow ©

ile

Lt £ el 0 ]

AT it

W
reliive md - supply on either
1anncl,
it ol elevircity i Frnee
i osurptus. da the Britdsh ndiend
car bo plica o
Tn fact. the seoply o owill all 1e
Bri

cRrtEs CRRO

setle ol e ¢l S, thewretically, il

'.Jl CATERY

Wity — trom Franee oo

F: LILL

electrie)vis ialy

there ds an
Ihanky to the

ITireri=g

prignamme ol e lear statiun

[
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The planned privatisation
of the coal and electricity supply
mdusinies, writes Yorkshire miner
HM GREENAWAY, requires a
trade union response involving
the huilding of national and
international alliances of
energy workers,

Miners

need
new

alliances

i, o

bailcimg t the 1950 and 19605 Alveady
£25 million worth of clecericity was ime-
ported from Frapce in 1986, and tha
armunt is likely to increase each year

Lhie international distribution of clec-
teredty, atleas ona El,jl_‘l'l;:-.—_'n'. deale, 1A
SETIOES Eorppean  enorgy
wirrkers! As with many other induseries
today, M means tha striking workers i
AHY one couneey can beo e
simply switching the supply source (o
another country. [t the energy grids
devedop, it will be very difficule for a
rmineworkers” sirnke anywhere m Ku-
put the lights pul again. Already
French Wave supplied clectricity (o
Wesl Ciermany, Holland and Tialy, as
well as Beitain, and the tread towarnils
mirrnabonalisaton of supply will eom
L

Fhe tnternatmmalization ol vhe CTICTEY
uy workers are
THW "imy o 3ave 1o rome oo Icrms wialh
Ir.'l'."'l-?'i-":lh l mnernation) i
and links — oiherwise the
Inissis m each countey can play us ol
ATEInEC o A ler

threar o

with

szimess means chat cne

th
cir st

Linfortunately, in

thiis tnedestey 359 1 faEny ofhers, our
inrernariomal oks aee way bebuid thiase
b oo cenemiess bdeally, there 13 no

wason why we shouldn't fiche tor one
cnermy wmon Jor all Luropean . enere
Tl s witen too late t

'--."."|-." I'= generaie

P Fre mier ey Coed trat e of acivity il
vie vt 1o dooit ol boe — for example,
the laned of Tinks that were made with

mincr: during ke

I'rench and onher
Iacing e power (T
Deart crealed had the NUM

F i.lrl..:z_’:'l'_'é’l..".'"-'-'](il." LT 10EE
tenging pit closures on a

IELneErs SLT=L,
wonld have
I'_-|'_.:'j'| |'.:1|'I i'il

capable nt

|'.IJ|-.I|I‘.' wotle basis!
The

L R T

ieht tor an internatmnal linkenp

wirhers should start with a

Nieht for & unificarion of foery workers
in Brivain. Thatcher's plansd i privanse
elecivivity and the mines pozes the need
i ol
dlianee of coal, was and cloctrie-
iour than the

I RET LY Wi I-.L"!"!-.

N T

wionld have more o

Iy
thasrmal allianes of voal, ral and sieel
THis 15 a olemiand which showld be §i
foar by the rfank and file throug

Lhe
pask ol eieorchn

pneroy  industry rank

] hcwin 1l
1 hesiny 1he

the oppriciimon G prvatisation, to ovee-
come the sectional divisions which make

winsl Canti-working

i mtrigads class

ns more dificule — on beth & na-

nal and internatonal leve| @
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IATPRONT Lo AL serveed 1 the trady
pnion movernent s othicial sierecy for
tighling privatsanion m loval govern-
et TTnlikeely ! ves, DT o mgre w5
than the doublethink which has enalied
Labour councillors ariund the coanin
to argue i recent mgnthe that cutleg
Il.l|:|': jf— TR Aans T 'T-ﬁ'!\'i“g |':'| ;'ﬂl SETY i.L"_"'E
il now
b s commiltes stame, becomes law. it
will ake compelitive tendermye Tor all
the major services presently run by losl
authorities rompulsory by 1988

The poliny 15 cssentially The same us
thia st lor the NHS in | Y83, when
the 130185 mstructed health autherities 1o
“test’ thelr ladodey, eleaning and At
EFIME $CTVICCS AgaIngl (N GOm perition.
Sitre then nearly 2000 such exercises
have becn completed, with around 20
piercenr lust o the privaoe sector. Wages
ared comdicions lor workors in these ser-
vices have beeno e dsstically — and
right scross the board, The situation is
muegsurably worse under (e private con
tractors, ol in nedrly every case whore
been  puat W tender,
workers have bl 1o vade their hours,
binrscs and other benefies 1o Keepy thedr
jubrs: — whether (he comtruct bas. gone

Wheng the local aovernmenl

serviees . have

pEIViIE trE@ayed an Hinise:

Bait i loeal governmient, the Sinspruc-
gon’ 1o render will have the foree of liew,
clirsinng
sympathitic employers w ke services
with dhivcer labaur, Tendering toems are
strictly  cornercinl, and workers will
very guickly berome locked ol rhe
sume ever-depressing dewnward oviles
s in wiaees, conditions — ol servioes

many of the looplnles used by

hermiseives — in order ) coepeie with
e Privane st o]
&1oa mme when local councils are

tacing ver another ounid of ratecapping
— when the comforiatde (udoe of cres

ive witiunmancy s ono londer possible

and w comnciis ot all colours are
collapsing in fin
danciesden ngwell as nighoand cenpre —
the possibiliny o mproving local ser
vices; let alone rebving oo thar as oa
vehicle roedeliver vou Moo pervasation,
15 FeInnie.

The urmon approach s sssentially the
same stratcey as that which waes tried,
lested, and ton large extent failed, inthe

dal oriziz with rodun:

N118; ol damage limitaton. The idea

was to tighten up theservice standards,
submit @ comnpetitive iri-hoose bid, dis
crodit the  crosnperiiors. thie:
erplovers, cur vour lisses and ARSI TN
wonre tecruinment where possible. Indus-
teiad action was 16 he led locally, i an all,
and usually just sarcrioned (Increasingly
reluctantly after fingers wot burne i the
big disputes al Addenbrookes and Bark-
: T4 &) per cent ol NIIS

frikakay

ing) ristionally

Hew 15 the trade anion
movement Nghting privatisation!
As JAN TURNER reveals not
anly are they not tighting bur in
sorme cases local otficials are
petually organising 1o go intw
business themsebves,

Tom
Sawyar:
MUPE's
low
prafile
laader

The tender trap

hocn =aved, 11 has been
wholly ar the cepense ol e people whin
ptoduce wmd use those semaces: And ol
CMEFEE OILE Sy [ee e are run unider these
comthitions tor ans |L-||-_‘-:'r.|‘s ot e, the
fare that 1owas coroperiive pressiee thas
lged e therr dechne wdl b
Locil serires — privi
warse. litavineg Hiile T T [iar meinsing

servies hde

ahyruree

te o pnalalic — gl

e buged crmpaiens i chebr dedence
LTH
pruch hivher bor the tra

mmembers, dml s

course e siakes are e

IEE D T T

o Care ]j’:-i".’.l‘ll!"}'ﬁ (%333

terms of the unions” basc), as well as

iteeas J'-‘.:c:rl.thlr'% ol — thoseryires
chipmrselves — are under threat

With o ‘steateey” thatsuys stmply “win
the service, & any cost’, il with

FOUITHTE pressires 10 feceruit and rels
merribers, cordidence i the
mhaliny el in some
— i firhr privatisalion  elicetve
runntrige low.

Under thivse ciroumstatiees 110% all oo
the wrmisns 0seek ‘crralive
solutions o the privaasagon poblem

'._:[|i| |||'1.

cases willingness

eaksy IO

which seck to dodkue ot effcetyvels thineh
the central (and gtll pobilicly espoused)
principle of vatrkghr dpgosition o prive-
tsnine — 0o some cases lop them fo
carry workers wirh them, whio, in the
abisence ol 8 miiee posizive lead, don'
gizis arny othor way ol

The recent expwnenes of compelilne
rendering in chose proprivatisation
councils whiclare more "udvaneed”
the process (3 mstroctive. In West-
minster, for eanple, where o mombey
ol services have alreaedy been subjécred

pi comperiiive tendering, and some pri-

ng
vatsed, three senint manugers — all
NUPEL nmiermbers — are drawing upea
marieeernent bid oo a wery luirative

(L1 5 mllion | reluse collecrionr qontrac
The e, who were all imvolved o
drawing up he specificanon tor the
contract. are ablowed swork fime by the
pocncil inwhich w go round the widrh-
foree (o sell them the jdea — which for
the cowncil itself is arractve ingolar as b
carries some of the benelies o having the
thia would he

e ATADTE (b =i

remainne with Cthen” poople b
with nene of the “hsadyvantages’ of an
ML b v oand re
ponally hive condemned the deal as
insaler bidding
Tos TN TIen

In-howse =seryice

wrnd rematn yppaosed in
[HTRNL

principks e
arden pgrascment nnve-outs of pulili

ATy

Muore  Herwwis 05 i panl o Unien
[ RFFRERTR=EAl S Y LAl b I bairl — om tetrrfeefi e ki £
Dl fendee — dor the eeluse colleenom
service o Wilten Kevoes: There, the
councl s fprmer chiel executiie hias s

himsell opoan the clesmng husiness,
snert @ simgle union deal wich the GME
and pul (wwether a bd for (he
service whivh they e jointly wving 146
IRIE
rentlyemplived Tiva private tonleacmor)
t nespt. Phe' pegiins]  GMB ol il
invidved has pubhicly sened thae ase m

el

porsuide (he workloree (who ar

s wrew, the councll would be opposed

i & Fewarn 1o direet  labour on rho

pinlract 20T p RIRIRL al TEROTTS. LI Wedk
[tarrner]ly proantsed by NUPE] the MR
Tl ot 1y g By goirig along with the
tleal, which, b added, would prolebly
invibvy 1he undon wkine scars on e
Bprrd i the long ron

Whiit le didn't spell vl and whist 2
prakabibe of s crntral meres) o the
Cingmoarcall this, s b e o bers (et
the succoss of the render would dediver
Mhe GME nationally have not made thieis
Dol 1% p.'—.[':il"-l.l‘ ileal clein

s there Bave been donthicting

il
-Ii..

support foe s Rind of dealgines. Barthe
unicn has daltersd hémey membershp
lugses Triinn thie dechne of s facmarning
— gnd the bealth scrvice aod

nabs aliwnl how far up e Hierarchs

L [ Pt S
tocal government are now wop olies lsol
TN "_'_1_]':%':(,1, e TVEEN IS ATCAS

Wherther or deal  has ()l
pubhic, or even tackt support ol the S0
leailership

cne-l T advenmre By ure of the regional

nal the

— ir whether at

“hurons’ wlo are kncwn o (hierr anto-
yorny tr ihe GAETE— the intense pressare
o roeriatt rensers, ons docs the laek of
lraedership tromethetop ol the wmengs
this fehn asmns privansanon @
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January 19886, striking Franch railworkers demonstrate in Paris — teday, left-wing presidential
condidote Pierre Juguin is basing his compaign on the themes raised in such struggles

5 Ul P P

E M E L

New openings in Europe

Nacpaet of e conbining cove e ol
pobiteal doevelopment s in Eant PN, Weare

1':'[I|'J]J'~}'.i3|_~_; ||r.'il.-'n :1.’"i:'|l"'\ (A [hr‘ ]PT["-\j[1§;

Jueguin presidential canpaien i France, the

T FUROTTAN svsrkers anowemen), sonlizire|
with dong-torm  Coonomil G Prissiodi, Thdass UNeTh-
||||:'-. e, artacks oneaocial securite aned che soellar

pebefi Tt rrehis, s evervahiere

sthites, kmiel sddneks

hummperre] i ey 5
the burceucrarie leaders of che rads nmony wnd mass
warking class paries Bul e wocking class lax g
s b s

Lo bk oo sinple politically by s

irFanlesrions. LRe mdsc combanse sednongsob the

workine class contiualls FEINECT v al'dl, [IICh TOET UL
ovy altermm rve Sesgders Tromn s ado o therr vran ranhs

The Blgckaid o ditterenr Lura-
prtan varm@anes Ol vielo sweny Snew eealsm” Eoeeeadime
the procondinmss T esplisive desilopment
the wrahitorl e

. '-__r.'.'I v .'_i_

within

4 — and e X:_'j'.[.\' o

them Bevolutio talisrs have 10 address them-

elves r|'I'|‘.' |_."| ’.T'.l.'.'ll FECri st tecan warton hie

1 s (P AT S AT DL

CLIELST BUTLOOKE  as 5 iy pFebrary |G3E

ot Wtbacks by dbre moli af

new workers' struggles in Iraly und the
growing crisis mothe Woest Gorman (reens
DAVE PACKEIR vpens with st werr-ral

thoughts on Furopedn politis,

Lhere arc nnpo

tlieelops an dditteront counsreles, Do

rreni difloreneesan b his pieneess
cxample, ol
thongh cheadour Pariy beb swomg e polioeally sarhes
different trom the left wimg “renoyate: fErE
in the French Communise Paree, they are bk

rrpresatiative ol the wime generaldvrends' The e
Bes wsrmed T coniies (oo congry, B oall shise
st purties gl oreanisation: which coatio

< th

o heeve Lcvime “icwe toalists

I UTIRECILE s,

palitilson dhie prost
il dheekberd i g

e Wil ol poditical cesis whoch e T

veidrhers” sroweriient [os ot e Enee e

war:

ol deprossairn, ausiesinyand
polanisaton aee loramg the g
s o bothdeds arel rache, For example: o Frone
T".Ill'h[.’l'l'l-." Lo Pents Matmnal Fri baz en Pl
of thi vote — ten per orfan o s nco-fasostpamy’ This

o il

R |
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wiag unthinkabie ton vears ago.

But one of the key tactors detcrmining the form of
the political recomposition G5 the response o the
ruling clasy and the nght wing to the growang jussle
over the system ol international alliances which (he
Furopcan states should adopt. Simply summed up,
the LTnmired Stares, throogh s eoold war offensive
against the Soviel Union and the casiern blog, s
wrying o force the west Furopean stales into a more
determined “atlanticist” posture — political, miliary
and economic subordination o the Uniwed Srarcs
The rmain ruling class opposition o the Reagan-
Thatcher  ‘adanticism’ s right-wing pan-
Europennism — counlerposing a closer inlegration of
the common market natons against the domimation
af the Americans. This implies much closer echnolo-
gical, economic and miliary links than curcently
exls,

I'wo questions immodiately arise; where does the
Crorbachey lcadership an the USSR stand on this
coniet, and where shoubld socialises stand? As far as
the CGrurbachey leadership is concerned, their stanee is
determined not by socialist internationalism bue by
burcaucratic calculation. In order o give themselves
the hreathing space Tor the programme ol scomomi
referm | freredirarka) they above all wane international
stability, Lhey want 1o get U5 milicary and polirical
pressure off their back. Muoreover, they wianl closer
technnlogical and triede links with capitalist Furope w
develop their cconomy. Theretore the politcal line of
Gorbachey i Burope is fof the capitalist 'European’
aption and against atlanucssm. In other words; while
wantimg toesee more political independends m westorm
Burope vis-a-vis the USa, (rorbachey g a i defnida
af the basic and foditical vtatus guo on both sides ol the
Furnpean divide.

The response of the more ideological leaders of the
Buropeun workers movement has heen sigrficant,
Crorbachevism has won applause from the ngheward-
[eaning eurocommunist parties, Lhe laalian Com-
munist Parey (PCI) after vears of distancing weself from
Muoseow, s singing Gorhaches s pratsés ar the top of
its v,

Crorbachev's “westpolitc” s also having s impact
are Lurepean sooial democracy, not only within the
Crerman SPD. burt alse i the leadership of the Labwur
Purry andd others. s sienificant that Sovier represcen-

tatives were flown mio Britain tooattend the recently
held: Chesterlield conference. Benn and Seargill (who
led an amcmpred standing ovaton for the Sovict
represeniativesh, appear excited by Crorbachevism.

Gorbaches s approach oo Furopean social demsoe
ey 1% far frome Bemg an attempd 10 luen theses parties
into: ideological fellow-travellers of Moscow, Ti s
rather an alternadve 1o “stlanocism’, an appeal that
plays on the desire 1o preserve welfare state capitalism
in western Burope, together with otfective trade union
and covil Tiberties.

Al this s a Far cry Dronn the eradiniona) Sailangciss”
preoccupations of the old guard soctal democrats like
Schmidt, Healey, Craxi and Soares,

But refornast pan-Luropean ideas arc emerging as
dan dmportant drend within Beropean social demae-
racy today, and they have close parallels within a
number of communist parties. Uhey are as bankrupt
a5 the old atlanticist ideas as-a socialist international
PSP,

It i mecessary tor revolutiona e socalists w present
a clear alternarive to “atlanucism’ and reactionary
capitalist “Furppeanism”™ — including the TRO. A
working cliss sobution 1o the problems of Furopean
capitalism, war snd trade war, ks 3 socialised and
planncd cconomy on & pan-European scale that
wonld include the castorn blog countries. This poses
the task of uninme the wes) Foaropean wirking ofass
and its allics with the 300 million people of casiern
Europe including the Soviet Union ina snited socralis
states of Europe bascd on a new Intecrnational econonic
co-mperation aud division of labour.

Such a solunon would be o woal forthe workers
the west, i the [ramework of 2 socwlist ransforma-
tion, wnd for workers in the east in their strugele 1o
throw off the focters of the burcaucracy and establish
wirhers demodary @

Fontnaotes

1 Az Troesky putit “each manunal shoation (s an oneven crysealliza
viann gl e hes e leenens ol e wided preoeess” e bl soroen
his views an the relasion berween nationnl specificities and e
mtermztnel sicnieism see o peeBaee e e Creemem edician i ez
bk Premmpment Revadiion. The samveitleasare expressed ot lenprthin
e mrmnad Srbrnadieiad After Leiad, A a e whiin nianw
siilises are expressing concern omiv fop “nional specficioes’, i

A e tasn teemphasize some ol dhead leaa.
P Eventhe tormer leaders of vhe fur left I Waniepe, who have gone
mitid the PCT, pre cnow “savmp that Goraches shones thap they

‘updercaiiaatcd che Rovier Union

BOCALST QUTLODE nod  JonvaryiFebruary 1988




e

Lokt somerhing™s moving.” The
mesEade nncdmpaien badpes mdcares

the peacison oo Ererme fauin s sl

it stand iy the Fronoh presicensual
be

eleclons Jireprrim a  leadipg

renovattnr — dipdens Clomrnimass
exprlled trom the Coromuonise Parsy
Althiuzh e elections are: i until

Mawv 1988 Freoch pol

minater by theapmian pells

thcid Dde is al

TELi

and specnlarinn-abyae who owidl be the

candidates i the

The rmain right-winl renners are
brewdy koown, These are. Jean-Mare
isT ™Watlomal

Froamt {too mneh far even the Hodies

Le Pen of the men-fare

mel]anel men ccandidates
present nugority ol the na
rivinal ssmemblv: prome mandster Ja
we Tor thie 2 I
wrinancl Baree lor e

LL
in the lefr things are nor quine 30
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fieeoase nf a lof ey in the presi- Sl ! Tty
dertial election, i 15 asaiisl colla Tl 15 =tun

enrs iy poversment sith the nigh (R N it fiie @ 1
de gsothe vose At the moment, s Irir dor bits orgzsns 124
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Decambear 19886 — French students protest at the murder of Malik Qusseline by police

Juguin campaign supparts mass
myEments
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PCI loses one million votes

Italian rank and file re-organises
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eurocommunist should be
wearing this year
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sugcatod thar e erdd then threaten
s preseme TICT parners with o pow
FA- PO altermative.

In gy case Gorla's government i3
golinuine the tough, detinsesme of
the  threcevenr  Crnn government.
This e 2imilar o osome pespecss L
Phaecherisim: atatking onc by oneall
ihe gaina mawle by workimg people 1o
thre stregeles from 19675 Ir was
epiromised by his successful arack on
the sliding scale of prives and winpes
reec e,

L'p 1o now, bowever, desplic che
[rontal offénsive on working class liv-
1ng srandards and warking conditiins,
Iralian govermments have not been
abile o uoe as Far as Thaeher, Pacddy
Phiisis letause theres is less woaitick —
halizn sovial seconee cover bag always
heen 15 extensove than in Britain
hut mainky thev are hampered horh by
thie hourgenis polincal svatern sl
and by conunuine delensive siruggles

But perhaps e key question for the
Loureroisie and central 100 the nesw
finance hill they want adnpted; b= we:
ting the stare hudeer delicin redudod.

Currently  the  delicic stands 31
nedrly 13 per cent of LLY. Torvhe
bosses it s te niageor growing hgger
each  year gmawing away ual Lhe
bnngpvaunt growth and export success,
The media’s fascination with Tabian
pronoraie. perlorpuuee overtaking
Trrain s (o dopmaon) does nore fingd Lhe
real masterswhnoarn Meking smvitosly
ronwarrds Tharcher’ s medicine ur cutl-
iy state deficits

The Tealian deficir is parly a resulr
of the political patronage syatem vhde
mie n mmch of the srare secror, thar e
jehs and penaioms ams olten disoibioied
i reluen for palitical loyaloe. A That-
clicrite line of wanagerial officimey
privatieation cones up agaimst the mra
ditipn of sharing our differenr ficldiems
in progorien W politeil fldenes o
she wpgunity coadion: Despie this the
rew [nance il will lerociaasly rano-
falise the healtuservite and orher star
BECVIEES.

Alvngrsade the battle over thie luanos
Bl e is ome artack thol does tea-
ten fre- FO0H s — Lhe propozals o
Iz the nghr o sertke 0 certam
stctors, particulurly transport.

The other difficuley fue valing clise
allcrs 10 carry dul now auslerity
peiticies i rhe resibenoe of working
rlasy resistanre. Undouheedby this s
uneven from sector W seciur. Some
strongholds like Frar bBave ool reco-
wered Trom ther big deleats, sand some
rank. and ffle acuvists have a corpioni-
st ur evonomist approach  disinne-
cested in ovecall politeal:solurmons for
working people

The phenorenin ot rank and file
cowmnlleces gocs vight hack ran ooca
siomtally  uleacicfiist wversion from
1074 and then resurfaced with the
umliietoiali  comninitiees  arownd  the
CoullEl megoliationes o fow yepis pao

They have now develaped agam m
CerT AN AMPOTTENT 2ectors in the last six
mrEinrhs

A Tedtare of these stragiles; all of
whicly bave been m defence of jobzor
wiitking conditions, agiinst gvrrn
wient resrructurine plans, has bieen the
appitisitinn ol fankoand file workers 10
cleals negannared by the retormist appa-
ratnbes, Tlme and fme azain o1 Alls
Rageioa, with the teaclers and 21 Alira
[k or om thie rail we have seon votes
against  umiom  |eaderships (sl
Fur). Cweaswmally,  as wirh e
Leachers,  even Umie the  vQl
pewspapar) has had 1o reeoginize the
alienation of the unicn membership
fromme thaar leaclers '

‘significant mass rallies
in Milan and Rome’

Tn fact, Chchertn, heir apparent 1
the PCT leadership,  recosiised  as
much in the balpnce sheet L drow of
the PCL s elecuon losses: 11 3 stgoafi
eanl thar Demarrazia Prolecima wok
vores fimm che BT iR Qo nordern
irichagtrial seronehnbds as o resalt of
whar has  besn happeoog. o the
unluts, NoL ouly arc trade  anam
senthers votine againss their leaders
they are argemsing independeniy
the COHRAS (Copran e Bore. — balse
R TR S

Anothér reasen for this dense rhat
the appurdiuses do ao belong o the
members s e way thar uninn posls
are divided oug at the top co o regional
or pativmal Tevel between e 190 and
FAT tactions ol the bursaugracy, with-
vul any relecence Loy made m the
merabership or the real supporl (G
carh facton at the base:

‘Democrazia Proletaria
took votes from the PCIL®

Moreworrvang for the union eaders
are the ficseattempes 1o conrdinate the
lutest rank and file conomttees, the
LiBAs. A meetng ol alwut 200 fep-
resentitives of dilergnl COBAS was
helbd o 2] and 22 Novembor and
ammmg nther things it decided oo vall
for delegariony o demooslralon in
defence ol the right o strike o 12
Devernber. The Sociabisi-led UIL wade
union confederauan bias more or Tess
arcepted such imerference. with inde
pemdent trade uniomism, The PET-led
O gpposss such laws but bys pro-
poaed sellpevilaion’ of e right
strike I such “sensiive’ secmors as
rransport. Mass: sentiment ne soch
sectors 18 nnclersrandabby relucrant oo
hand aver the srike weapon to the
bunssia:

Mg wanting w be outflanked, and
with the sovermment refusing o don-
wedde weany cage, the three irade unian
confederations {the above nientioned

plas rhe Chmstian Dheoooral
inlluenced CISL) called & enc-day den-
erad siribhe oo LA Mowemberin response
W the Aranee hill's proposed tax
mereases aud agausl legal vegnlanon
ul e anigns. The firsr - genoral
strikes ginee 19 was 5 soccess buorar
was & mne-nlt means of pressare s
by the buresuceacy, Ul Bourgcois
dnid P presa wers aldo keen o presen,
iLusd reasserion of the afficrsl ominns’
avtharioy over the dangeroms destabs-
fising male of the CORAS

The Jaresi develuprients w the
CORAS have reveuled sooneol the pol-
ittcal difficulties i srganising such an
pntihureaucratic srurrenr. A lurther
coordimating mecting of the COBAS in
Maples briore the planned 12 De
rember demonsrcation snded indosplit
between e e righnst, “cormora-
tist” (ant-palinzal) forees and the hard
el acovists, The lotr won @ magoriey
bt abvionsly rhis dpure allecied
minhilisarian or the demunsteation, Ad
this same cime the boresacracics and
the press did evergtbong e tar the
COBAS wille e Brasho of oxmmenvism
and i facr the police banned the
demrmarrangnoan Milan

Neverrthelesss sigmificant mass pul-
Ties owepts held 3n Milin snd Kome,
With the big trade amon tonfedora-
progcommrutted 1o fuedher campaigns
o Lhe Gpoonung ool et negarEanans
adeed the fioanoe Bl there wall be plimey
wl pportanin far the CORRS o dide
lop

Bmvalunicinany artivists i baly ure
enciuTagtd by the upening pressited
b rhie shichily incredsed cote fur rad-
wal policies ar the elevuon gad e
sithsrmuont mnk gand e il
[Tiswever thes are gware ol the liouta-
rns ol the moverment Woooly atlecis
certain sectings and Hets ol ved roachiod
vven the scale of the awtessiseats ol
redent vears. Atorhgs s time there =
rhe same ol probdem of Bow w bud o
o prermnanen cliss sirneole legden-
cw i the uniens challenging the kald ol
procominaptly the #01 Such 2 ren
deney is norded il on che saims ol
earh wave of aeif-activine =0 thal the
mewt wave cin gboeven laeher Al
fempts i the O e poost opor-
fant o, bave lughlslied the prol-
LIETES

Thesmaenazim (Comantl
Tlemarracy | was=et up o T coming
ot ol the amtecopocaf experience

(ipmaaleary

Many ol e leaching lighes belong Lo By
b inclepondenn activests and e Tia-
han trorskists of the Bevolutmnpamy
Ciommnnist Toasug [1GH)Y ame Al
mvalved. A mecting in Ocroher oried
i draw a balance sheer of the renden-
ey s aceivigy

Sorne of the iffitrences an thae meel-
ing revolved droand o different con-
ception ol liow o el e bureans
ravy . LE, with dis MPsand team of full
dioe errele union Wlficals — whoonfren
play @ posinve rele — remds o skin
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The German Greens in crisis:

Whatever happened
to the‘new politics’?

OV SANY O the Firitsh and wesrom
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(AR R E
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A

new politics

verienwhic
rnd rhe
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division, bt even succocde
arca al clegtorz] politics — which

therin had appeared the impenerrahle
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fothes. A pew awdreness ol ecolepl
sanes had gradually spread ever sance
the
pul erperpy Ondo 1o
The sghseguent sapid mepa

sevCucs had

whoeriss ol the carly

palitical arenda
s of

d a

spectaclar mids redlsranee

BITss

RtrTal]
fivetis

[OWEeT S

The wamen’s movernent and the ‘o

il

e ol spread poli
ol bighier education and
anid laid the founca-

L participarsry’ pohitical
i

Liuas

rulrars

iaksiche the

tivtes of pariienentary ad paity
(TEC

lung apany of the
Liberal coalien i Bonn,

mewe shorn dl s matial reformism of

THne Al

the Brumdt vears, had disillusioned a

Seneraiicns ol v TS

e papre of the decade, the

A i polic-

spch as the (rreens,

spable of

TLOLEIETLLL

leed there wae

Iy i

frenissme the disparete forces ol die

e L

went it o cibserent challenge
perabilishment in Bann, Thi

NATLL & aeoEnn

L werded by

cmber 1979 1 deply d new
missibes i Wil Laer-

Fura

pran counitbs. Trwas the peave move-

riin il nuleay
ailher

ard  bonar WESLET]

miennd ool (s repercessiong both wirk

21 Lhar o rghr down

el g

Greens arrive in the
Bundestag for the
first time in 1983

23

B e ———— . . S T e



24

thie S homielr sgewernmeny and gpenerd
v reeaed dmiw pautizmenr for o the
{ireens.

Lhe humareds ot thousands  wihio
demrmastrated o the sirdeis ol Bonn
sppinsl ceussecangd Porshing, and the
Ay amore whose wvore edrned dbie

Grren Parry hevomd rhe critad p
per vent barmier!, did ol fepresont 3
sudden dramatle lnercase inrhe fordes
of the far doft Bl inmcde the nnranis
ation of the new parry, and paelco-
lavly moars parhamentary: and ealeg-
parharnentaey leadersliup, the vrrerans
f the stodent movemeont of 1960 and
of the wnamst sects of the 97 soun
plavied 2 leading parr

White rhe pubilic fuce ol the Gresns
as dcdéntifted with individeals Hke
Peira Kelly and ibe fomier “Bandes-
wihr' general Gerl Bastun, the polin-
cal infrastructure came 1o he deoma
pared By the Tlambore-b
aroend Baimer Trampert and Fhormos

et

Fhirmann (hvrmuerty ol the "Oasamnun-

t League’ | the pemmapls of the dis:
fved - prosbese KPEY, the fammas
witealefr, Froanbfure
meiste’ aroyind - Thamiedl Coohn Bendil

-naser] spMta

and faachka Fisrher, und the ersiwhille
EEW, Ther influenee was helped L
the fuit thor despite their clicioral

sulceraes, e Creeens ey or aogllred
madgs e rberstig and meosr of theis
facal pary hranches fead s il
rarste e it enterely elissirnilar to e
of ther lncal branches of the ald Tue-fell
ciafre purties

i T

Tt s anbyoagamsr ehin backoeooms
that the present erisis of the Crefpan
Ciriens cun by properdy undeesiool
Bt whitis thizerisis? Lo the hoorgeos
pross, mah as macde o the public
srpahbles herwaen me “realos” — e
reafist’ wing welvocatne o close al-

Jrance it (b SR, wlock - basoa
majority in the pariimmentary party
and, areording 1o all palls, ameng ie
vl rtajority of the Girvens” nsmber-
stapramud electorare and the “longdis
— the “fundamentabiad gppoased o
e Lugdiciomist ssrareagy ol the realus,
wlia congrel the maonal exscuiive

B s contlicl has ledn sagup
sinee the mrwoment s meepinn and s

nothing new. As lang as rhe (ineenas

were Cirricd aloay onorhe fee of the
preaie movenen) amdeleetoral success,
a3 lomer a= only they ponkd offcr the =i
— swhetherir liked the rerims offered ar
rsk — the prispect of aorenom o
grvermimend, the worring laciomswere
helt) wuethier mere o less uneasily

Sipee the general elecnsnis surlier
this wrar, however, the goine has be
e harder, Theotright cejec o of
any Kind ol armngdinent with Tl
Civerns Ly the SPL leader, fohannes
R, g the clection @ amipaim
bl the elfect of spnulaneoasly har
denmg the sectarianism ol the “fudo-
mentalidis”, who subseguently sul
tered 2 ernshine elecroral  deleal o

tacir srromghald ol
acceleraung the abjeer capitnlarion o
the “realos’ raothe SP0is dermands: of

lamburg, and

puble pritessions af fovaley e
‘deriverativ stare” hefwre any collali-
rativel could be comsideral

Pl what wetially appearsd 1 he
imereky menical differenees to mios
Jave kil
prigrammarnic divisinns fose when e

v osnhichified inen prolusd

deihime ol thie peace movement anc e
distovery il the vote-winnang powe ot
eoolugival Lotcery by the estubfished
gartics have roblcd the Grodns ol
ychaf therr mcmennum

The leasrs in the Tlambure elerrians
wire followed by the fathore 1o win
peate i Schleswig-Hodsiein, wnd a
roiad laddoee o Beoefit fvom  the
Barechel scandal shaking thar oar-
tidrnandst srate dinre the elecriom.®
Fromn all sectwms ool the pacty; doud
Ein

complaiits  aboui - polcul  par
puldie otk nf an im-

dre vopel, s
prinding split s bern vife frormonths

Tl erisiais really abwanr the collapse
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af ther

T TR T

*a left wing has tentatively
begun to take shape within
the SP°

i wadespread  nousn thar thr
Cireens Jre an Seenlogy ety s, lu
anv rpse, mistaken: While the evulo-
prical dsdues provided domed, anad Byoo
rmears anly tecreal, bored betwecn the
varmty  Compesiend parls of  the
Crreens, (heir polivcal sueccss was nne
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thas. Towas bascd on the peace masenent
as well as onow hroad range of oiher

tzsied which ahenared sectiuns ol i
prerpedaninn fromm saal democeacy amd
hefped constitute @ kind ol rombos
cohicore’, rom lemiaisne o Pt
weirldissin'.
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‘in Monaghan county alone. 500 houses were raided in the lirst week’

THE END OF 1887 saw an unprecedented offensive
ﬁ.gﬂi]’ﬁ[ thi J.!'t|i'-llll|lf_‘Tiaj]-:5-L migvement in lreland — osten-
sibly in respuse o Eoaniskillen and the selaing of &
Fal-tan arms shipmen!, allegedhy bounid focihe s on 25
November, the Zi-county justive minister, Gerry Collins,
lasached the “biggest military mobilisation ever scen jn
the repubiic’. The raids, mvadving 4500 gardn ipolive )
and 2300 soldiers, amounted ooz vicaal declarmion of
emergency. They were f_'ll'L_‘a't'le.!J panthy with British
forces in the north with the stated aim of © flushing out” [Ra
volunteers amil locating hundreds of 1ons of milirary
Erpufinent

The aperation was equivalent i mobilising 110000
soliliers in Bricain. This was :]Fﬁig‘ﬂl_‘d as the (runrdiun
vititurialised. 1o demonstraie that ‘the arcumen) (hat
DPhublin s soft un the IRA cannot be susained any lunger!

Ateer ten thays thousands of homes were reporied
have heen searched. In Monaghan alone. 500 houses were
raidhed in the first week: onc housing estare was subject ina
seige by troops and police and half the 187 houses were
raded, 1o the Cabira area of Thulibin v atl h".'.l'l.'lf‘!"f"i R
raided ina pattern that was repeated all over the city. The
aperation covered every one of the 26 counties. Civen the
el that the search was for a stasgering 150 wons of
armar-piereing shells and rockets, 125000 [Hs of Fiiszh
grade commercial explosive. a balch of Sam 7 missiles and
g0 on— 1t seerns pathec tha all they found was s couple
of dozen rilles and four republican cscapees

The airn of the exercise was casentially palitical — 1o
‘resolve’ inoupholding the border by brose
fwree and terrorise any potenial internal apposition
L:cm‘ Adams M1 s thus warned that it i 1he beginning
of 4 "Ml frontal assaull on Sinn Fein' and part of the
”I=|b§JUTF_'I1.11__{h agreement’s *hidden agenda’ Armed gar
dar raided Binn Foin®s Dulilin HO and the ofices of is
newspraper A Problacht Tepiblican. New vasing dum
age-and e YR files. phanmand cquiprizertt. Republi-
can. premises inother parts ot the oouniry were alsa

riﬁ!!llili‘tl THE

raeledd,

Chve ol the many victins of the raids was Neil Blanesy
gue] ul'n'lw vute, dromically, has been vital in keeping
H I:U.H 28 'L = lLﬂ'lI—-'JlJ\ '-"L""q.i rricresrnd |[| I_'IlJ'ﬁIL'
ing of Blancy was svmproantic of the hesaed sweep of the
reprression. |he oflices of the At Fxiradition Ciatngsgn

ratded as wire many acliviscs gesociared witl) fimgu-
age aned rulturad movements. Amiong those raided were
Man f.::r'k'rl tgeneral seerctary ol the National Sssocia-
tion of Temnts Orpaomsatensy e Costells ( Prisomecs
Rights Organization); Annc Coonway (People's Themup-
Gerry Sharahan (Dublin Trades Councy pres
dent), Jack Bernmee (assisiang editor ol rhe Erening Preys):
pirrnabists, bromlersiers aned even members of the Labnur
Marew. The Trish Council fur vl Liberdcs repiried
oo imendated with commplaines:

The vargete-

W

VIR

TTIAT tHE RAIDS weren't smiphy, a0 reaction 1 recent
events isshown by a broader wend of developrnients in the
hlempts are being made woexiend the ||-|r'-r_|iﬁ fxan
an Mo Faim members and allered sympaihisers, ineled-
ing femnist and wurnalisn Nell MeCattores. And i an
uapiveedenied legal development, 2 Cork Smn Fein

sl he

mernber husreceivel i live vear senrenie fur prssessing an

IRA poster, chousarmdeol which hive been suld in Leeland.
backed up by the unsubstantiated word of a superinten-
dent that he s a member of he 1RA. As the politerd
lrtmightly Mgl bas poonted our, this davs cven A
Phoblacht sellers open ti charges of TRA membership.

Cienteal Wy thas Freney of collahorationism has been
the rarificalim al the exiraditon treaty wich Britain, Witk
the agreement of all the parties 3t went througl with very
inor amendments. Exeeadition orders are () be subjer
to rubiler stamping by the attomity zeneral and the acr is
1oy b vevicwed inca vear. Alter all the ‘eoncern’ about the
Farmingham six the Dublin authariies are quite prepared
te-hand over dosens more vietms e britain on demand.
Thatcher and Hanghey were deserilivd as being on very
good terms when they discussed the 1ssues subsequently.

Thee potential conseuences of exteadinon for ordin-
ary Irish people have beenwidely reeognised, Uhe frivh Taw
Timey hay deseribed previous extradiogn amemprs as
fishing expeditions with the gathering ol cvidenee Liessirin-
iz atter exerucdition: Magill estimates thar as many as s
people wing in the 26 counties may be threasenod willy
extradhinion, many of whom bad associatmns with repuhbli-
carism which are lone post,

A large seale Pritish militaey  mobilisation o the
north was mounted simultarenusly with theat i che south
involving over 300 raids: 40 Sinn Fein members were
arrested], ncludine five concillors ane W ice-prosiden)
Wlartin MeGuinness. The sealine of the Border sis eed
o constract three mew arny spiv pudts. The rfedacion
Enniskillen was used w whip up sectarian violence thar
elatmed ) least one lite sl & barge number of injuries.
The s anneunes ] than thevawould risfuse 1o COE T L)
with Sinn. Fein councillors, and the eatholic tishops
pronounged e supporting violence agams the OECUPY-
myr frities is sindul — pl:anlru-_[ spontaneons walk-nus in
chuarehes aceoss the six cvmintics.

Frrmiskillen was only an esouse for the escalation of a
process thin Legan well before the homb wen) ol Secret-
ary ol state Tom King hal previoush spnonnced 2
povernment proposal for g declaration by clectinn san
didates auned an vecluding Sinn Fean and floared 1he jdes

A
ol an owrrighs ban. Thes s enticely veriniscenc ol 1929
when s number of Sinn Feinsdominared oommeils wivte

susponeded lor rilusing o revopmse the Brish sosems
meiil

THE PROPAR 0N offonsive las been estended )
Brirain fin muindy i the lurm ol e vicious witchhur
against the principled stnd of Ken Livingsone jnore-

asscrting the weed lor Brvish withdrawal. The hvposerity
ol those denonaneing bim — feaw o whatn T sy sleey
when huoodeeds o Argennone were killed an tlie Bel
grang gr when the Ls bombed a omental losgail
Grrenada — s nanseaning. The affensive 1 Britain bas
bern par of a dereriomned drive 1ol back support for o
pudrtiend salulion ventred on withdreval

The mtablishmens n lurious thal Ve
ex=ealinue minisied, i defending Ken Livi

Breun, an

Teisberie glter

Ernsskillen could sav 'ihis i not o disciplinasy problem
whith has suddenly sppenre J T ds un ancient histonoal
rrime ol oeenpving leclaond T hadve i@l nioie rereoriss

who ended up ar Buckinuhum Patnee Having el wirh the

‘fishing expeditions with the gathering of evidence beginning alier extradition”
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Sinn Fein's Gerry Adams and Martin McGuinness — the scale of anti-republican repression
hos been stoggering: 50,000 houses have been raided, directly affecting eight per cent of the southern population.
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‘the accord is the motor-force of the current offensive’

rpueen than | have had hor dinners:” The citsblishment o
esrremely uneasy at the srowing politcal contidencoe ol
eive Trashe eommrnrarna vy i Vhes coomtes aod the () Vhar evon
some trinche unions are niow Backime @ Briosh withdvasal

Mone of this waes tre ten years ago, Tnothe 1857105 the
reaction o a4 large cxplosion caused by uneder-oove
British agents or an IRA misiake could be euaranieed 1o b
waedh i ensare silence, mumbling apologics and elfecrive
acquicscenee 1o British poliey. Whar the state lears now s
nol just Livinestone angd Beon, bue the Gice chat their
wiews have # resonance and see mierely o reflection of &
dévelopme public palitical dobate

Needless to gay the areempt t toen baek he clock has
s allies am the Telt. Three supposedly spcialse Lrish
parties, the Democratic decialise Parry . the Workers Parry
and the Labour Parey all renowned Lar their commrmiimen
to the border have wrillen (o Neil Rinnock incensed 1o se0
that despite his artacks on Fivinesons,  Trish an-
imperialisrs are snll “heing given: wurm welcomes sl
stanehing ovations by Briish socialists™.

The Talwor leadership has tirmly ro-asserwed thac
bipartisanshap dee Teeland is sl on the-agenda, Kinmock
and Northern Trelond spokespesson, Kevin MoNamara,
wene o lrelend w help cnsure the sate passage of the
extracition Hill. How they can square this wirth Tabour's
policy of strapping the PTA soopescarchime and Thpleck
coupts — all of which poiennal extradicess are bkoly o
Frce, virree dhrgredd to0 Bl bt o Toaonndon — 42 non olean
For Kinnock, it i= no problem, be never belicved ia those

puolicies anyvweiv: Asthe Trok Padd punt 10, 00 has Teing Been
cledr chat Neil Kinnock is @ uniorst. By than T mean
samebody commirted to the prescrvarion of the Unied
Kingdom. He conveved thal mos nosmbngaonsly Taek i
the 197105 when opposing devolunion lor his native Wales',

Al this shaows that thore 5 @ world of diference
Littween Brinsh withidewal and ahie kind ol "andy Ty
consent” policy espoused by sucecssive Losh givirnmenis,
the Labowr Party and the 3D, The larer has beedy sed
tu sleline v popular opposition i e Briish presencs
and the border by tving 0w the urones) viero

Oroce aceepied o that vewn s then exiended e evey

sphere of polines — preventung oven che most Basie

reforms. Thos the trade union burennoezeies of Britain
amd Teelaned (with some honourable exeephinns) canomog
even bring themselves (o ellechively appose employnend
diseritniation despie o swelling imternatinnal campain.
“Unitv by consene” now roveale irdelt asan ideology that is
uzedl to underpin artacks an Trish fovercisney, mass raids
in the south wnd the atemmpred dizentranchisement and
criminalisation of a larre seeton of the northern popula-
i

Pt 1t has boen a tremcndous step torward thar —
despite intense pressure — Ken Livingsione and his
have pubhely stuck o the principle of Brinsh withdrawal.
The Campaign group hove followed this up by backing
withdrawal and opposing the accord.

Twn nr three MPs speaking our has done more o
chilenge Tabowr collaliiealinaism than any of Taloue's

lies

paper commitmenes to civil liberoes, Sceamus Mallon of

the SOUP, i racest and hormoplobae Trebune arvcle, as
bemoancd this lack of comsensus behind the Labour
leadership: “the Labour Party policy of unity by consem
tresty the concept of unity as a legimale, viable philoso-
phyv — and noet as A third-raee bssoe oo b Tomped tooether

with gavs, leshiines anil colinirs] (0] secimng o a
sure-tire verc-losimg  foramda’ . A whole ssae ol s
peerad conhl bie devoted o @ crngue of that sentene:
Tl the avenrd 13 the moter-toree ot che curren
affensive gan be i e donaba. Te began befere Enniskil-
len. Whar the bomb did was to afloae a0 ome mwonth wha
gkl ctherwise have raken six Mimpseer of stae, Tobin
Staniey, (hus deseribed the P6-county ramls s wha the
Arigli-Trish auresment was destgned woproduee’, The
etfert of Ernizkillen wis to show thi avcord as i alwavs wis,
bt wilh the velvet alove taken off. A cursory cxamination
ol s fwcluevements” demonstrae this — oven bofiore
Enmaskillen. Mot siele san of any sulsanes has boen

inaude by the nagonalise commumite, There has beencan
esrahanion o violence (in terma of deaths anclinjuries) and
there has been nn lundamental challenee 1o the unionst
i ian,

The amm of the
leavalisin, lardly even 6 thim {e fringes. 1o wias nover even
Liaseel on “linkage’ — the exchunoe of retormsim the neih
(e secarity eocoperanon in the south. As thi cxtradinon

L |
avvord was mever e choillenee

dobsle proves, nowias sbour one sule making all the
Pvere cnmsitoiional nanonalists o unoon-
dariomaud b._-mkmf__.' for i s withigmm ol rollime buack
the srowing strength ol milice natomalisin, Se Bapedd
con Neso ) Dublin i onew guoted by Brinsh em-

bassivs all ower the worhl e T allv Gnang

CONEERRITLS

ripresstve tensnee b devides o take )

THIS BRIVE 15 gocanimg 2o meove soplisieaed adeolo-
mcal lovel than ever Laefiare, [:}]_n:'lli". rese | eyl
pro-Urinsh politses will baedly socceeld i wndermining
suppors for Irish sell-dewrminittion in Briin and Tre-
Lard, pruch ol which is alse sucialist. Uhus “desvedution’
pehie dtated sme ol the aveard and the andy palinieal hope of
stabilising partition and Brish role) saow besme repack
aged Tor o 16l wing audience by trendy journalises-whao
driess it up as ‘e cadical egconsivaction Gl the Northern
lecland stare’.

s s relerred 1reas @ Shird weay ™ between unionisim
and naconalsm s s rewiomalis perspeenve . Toelan e
with the south would be muximised, not just through the
assembly, bur frade union, culiiral and economic links.
Ty is redelined as betng “popibar” amd v Yermio-
pinl”. Huch a vicwpoint dovetails so neatly into the kind of
dircction thar e soll lel gmel new realses in the Briish
Labour Party are moving on lreland that 1o s difficulr o
soe the difference.

The potential daneers for the anti-imperialist move-
rent aned Smn Frin aze many. History shows thar the
movemeny gan beodoven back, silenced, divided: and
psdated. Bt i’ s also orae thae the aceart s supporiers are
walking a tighrrope by aligning constitutional nationalisim
s franly swalth pootingn and ropression. All the indicarors
stall show the continued prnennial resurgenve o the kined of
mass poliveal movement e emeresd during the hunger
strikis.

In Brivain ton, there s no resson for the pro-withdrawal
current o respaod by rereeaing apologsing o being
oy delensve, Toas time o seepeup selidariy and defend
the podivcal leguimacy of Trshoselldetermimainn as the
anly sncialist alternative 1o the repressive agenda of the
acenire] @
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SR Wav Ly ppplod tooush whih: socc-
In-Senarh Adrica when on 17 Nuvember Lusy

carcrhe SATIE wos lorced work
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Hian and Aucolan — leasob casgaltics or of

WEre I

their Capiure m Ansola chueh' dead s
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T POS

[n 12 Movember: s Apdolan
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alanrs: & hech
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The reign of terror in Namibia’s black townships

Since T Seprember, ficree conv ritional military

ilashes — the thl'gf_"_-" in the pesion since 1975/6 —
have taken place in south casiern Angnla berwien
the Suvict-cquipped, and Cuban backed, Angolan
wovernmoent forces, FAPLA. and the
Waestern-equipped, mercenary backed, South
African armv, the SADT. Central o the war s
Pretoria’s refusal 1o decolonise Namihia, a huge
mineral-rich hut sparsely populated ealony in
between South Alrica and Angola, Despire huge
Brinsh mvolvernent blocking Nanohis s
independence, writes LESLIE GOULD, the
Labour leadership has failed to ac

fans, rmverwhelmingly civibians, who hiave The "Mum syndiome
e v - oA H - T 1
dhirdsntentls ar the hands o the 34TF aned s THE =alil ghoes nor mow peleuse any aannal

partremary nieE, or the 1200000 Namihions - Aoares o0 dearis o severe mjurss o morely

ol pelagves o romeaed form

manthe afterwarids . wlucli aben

eanliedd aned TH0O 0N Arredares
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Left: Fujiko Sasaki, beside her husband
Shigeo, holds a portrait of their doughter
Sadoke. Sadakeo was 2 years old when the
boemb dropped and 12 vears eld when she
contracted leukemia. She did not wish to
die. She refuzed all medication and took
literally a Ju&mnese proverb thot soys ‘if
you faold 1,000 paper cranes, you will get
whatever you wish'. She folded 645 of the
tiny birds befare she died.

i '.n.'-"'

You're poying for Trideni, want to see
what it looks like? Sl’r’s low in the water to
tha left of the tent.

Meet Sam Cohen, the ‘father of the nevtron bomb’, 5am
was at Los Alamos the night they bombed Hiroshima, this
is what he saw: ‘the scientists were o bunch of howling
suvuﬂes. ebullient beyond imagination, as pleased as
punch ar what they'd accomplished”.

The whey train sits outside Munich. Its
cargeo is 250 tons of radicactive whey
owder — contaminated with cesium 137
rom Chernobyl. The Bavarian
government hos tried to: o) bury the
powder, b) incinerate it, ) sell it to Egypt.
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Two new pamphlets from
SOCTALIST OUTLOOK

‘ Questions and answers on the crash
LErnest Mandel
I Socialist Outlook. 16pp. £0.50
Ernest Mandel answers some of the mam questions that have ansen since the
‘crash of "§7°. What were the underlying causes ot the crash”
Will the crash be followed by the same Lype of recession that charactenised the 193057
What answers do socialists have to the crisis? Answers to these questions
and others are explained mn this clearly written und concise work.

The fight against Alton:
abortion and women'’s liberation

Leonora Lloyd, Gill Lee and Valerie Coultas
Socialist Outlook, 16pp. £0.50)

Abortion rights in Britain have been under attack ever since the passing of the 67 ucl.
Now the Alton ball seeks to restrict the time limit up 10 which women can abtain
legal abortions. This short pamphlet. wntten by women active i the pro-choice

movement. explains why the struggle of women Lo control their fertility is a focus for
women world-wide. It explains why abortion s a crucial issuc for socialists
and the labour movement, It looks at why and how we should build
the Fight Alton’s Bill campaign.

Both pamphlets are available [rom your local Sociadise Caook seller or send a cheque postsl order
for 0.5 plus 0.20 postaee and putking fper paomphlel ) o Socialist Outlook, PO Hoy THS,
London. SWIV IHA. {Bulk rateg nvailable — wrile for detiils)

SPECIAL OFFER £3.00 OFF! ::::“ S S
Sacialist Outleok offers oll new subseribers o copy of Alan B B
Thornett's new book From Militancy fo Marxism for £3.00 o
affl Post Code ..
Subscription g slart fram issee number

su Bsc RI B E! Yes, | wort o capy of From Militoney ra Marsism ol the specially

discounted rate and enclose a chegue for £15.45 for the book and my
ane year whacription, !

" | encloss o cheque for £ for o one yeor subscription to
Socialiss Outlook;

Annpal Subscription rote: (10 izzues)
* £B.50 for inland subscriptions

* £17.00 for inland multi-render subscriptions Make ol cheques payable o Socalist Outloak.

* £18.00 for overseos airmail subscriptions (US 525 00) Please return to Socialisr Ourlook, PO Box 705,

* £54.00 for overzeas oirmoil mulfi-render subscriptions (U5 Londeon, SW1% THA
575.00) - R

effEr saly Ganlie tw anlaid sl il




