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ONCE AGAIN tragedy has befallen the Kurdish people. After the
poison gas attack at Halabjah in 1988, they are the victims of a new
onslaught, a new genocidal massacre by Saddam.

But the Kurds are not just the victims of Saddam’s regime. They
are the victims of an unholy alliance against them, an alliance
which wants to stop them gaining the one thing which would
guarantee their safety — self-determination, their own state.

The alliance ranges from George Bush, Turkish president Ozal, to
Syria’s Assad and Saddam himself. All the powers in the region
are against the Kurds, whose 30 million population stretches over
five countries, establishing their own state.

Kurds!

The ‘safe heavens’ are no substitute for self-determination. They
are not safe, nor are they havens. If they are permanently estab-
lished they hold out a miserable future, a future in despairing,
hopeless refugee camps, like the Palestinians.

Western aid, the pathetic parcels dropped from planes to the
starving Kurds, is in marked contrast the huge and concerted

military effort which won the Gulf war. Those who fought Saddam
find the Kurds an embarrassment and a threat.

In a few weeks the Kurds will probably disappear from the head-
lines. But they must not be forgotten, as they were after Halabjah.
ARTICLE: see page 2
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By Geoff Ryan

The appalling fate of the
people of Kurdistan is a
~direct, and predictable, out-
come of the US attack on
Iraq. Now the Kurds face an

awful dilemma — either they

stay in the ‘safe havens’
‘which would become Pales-
tinian-style refugee camps,
or to face the danger of
being massacred by
Saddam’s forces.

‘Saddam’s promiseof limited
‘autonomy’ for theKurdsisab-

solutely worthless. It is a stunt
aimed at ending the limited al-
lied occupation of the north,
and rapidly ending UN sanc-
tions against the Ba’'ath
regime. -

Saddam has promised it
before — in 1970,and again In
'1975. But it meant nothing but
permanent war against the
Kurdish people.

The Kurds have every nght
to feel betrayed by the West.
Bush did call on the Iraqi
people to rise up against Sad-
dam. With the regime
weakened at the end of the
war, both the Kurds and the
rebels in the south took their
opportunity. It is clear now
that Saddam kept back most of
his elite Republican Guard
away from the Kuwait front.
They were to be keptin reserve
to crush internal rebellion.

It is also clear that the rebels
in the south were not just
Shi’ahs - many Sunni Muslims
joined the revolt to bring down
the Saddam regime. But Bush
and the reactionary regimes
which border Iraq did not
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Blg brother In Baghdad

- turn the Kurds into a refugee

people. The fate of the Pales-

. tinians is eloquent testimony to

. whatthis will mean. The Kurds

will be easier to repress, to hem

~__ in and demoralise, if they are

Rebolllng against Saddam: Kurd!sh guerillas

want Saddam brought down
by a popular rebellion. Most of
all they did not want an inde-
pendent Kurdistan established
through popular revoit.

The 25 million Kurds are

split between five countries -
Iran, Irag, Turkey, Syria and
the Soviet Union. Each one of
these states has a record of
repression against the Kurds.

~ And for the US, and inde-

pendent Kurdistan brought
about by nationalist revolution

would have destabilised the

whole region.

The performance of Turkey'

and the West towards the
refugees has been a shameful
episode. Turkey has kept
hundreds of thousands on
freezing cold mountains,
starving and freezing, with

=T - = =7
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~ between the paltry

immense
“mobilisation of resources for

hundreds dying, because the
Ozal regime fears the conse-
quences of enlarging its own
Kurdish population. No one
could fail to see the contrast
‘Western
aid effort for the Kurds and the
and efficient

the war. |

'And no one could fail to see
the hypocrisy of the US allow-
ing Saddam’s helicopter gun-
ships to rain death on the flee-
ing Kurds.

Hypocrisy has not been con-
fined to the West. The USSR
and China have been more
vociferously opposed to giving
any aid to the Kurds than have
some western states. Insisting
on the necessity ‘not to inter-
fere in the internal affairs of
other states’, they are both
defending their rights to
repress their own national
minorities.

What should socialists say
about the ‘safe havens’? What
proposals should socialists put
forward to defend the Kurds?
Of course socialists should

support humanitarian aid to

the Kurds, whether it comes
from the United States or
anyone else. Indeed we should
demand it - in much greater
quantities than it is being sup-
plied. But the ‘safe havens’ are
a different issue. They can turn
into a trap for the Kurds. There
are two dangers which arise
from them.

First, if they remain a per-

-manent ‘solution’” they will

_ corralled into camps.

Second, the US commitment
to this solution is skin deep.
Bush'’s intervention was deter-
mined by the pressure of

_ public opinion. The United

States can abandon defence of

the ‘havens’ at any time, leav-
ing the Kurds to Saddam’s.

mercies.

The only solution which will
defend the Kurds is self-deter-
mination — the right to their
own state. And the only thing
which will gain it is the revolu-
tionary national struggle of the
Kurdish people. Insofar as
demands are put on Western
governments, they should be
on the need for massive
humanitarian aid, and the need
to give the Kurdish people the
means to defend themselves -
arms.

The debate on the left about
the ‘safe havens’ has parallels

with the dispute in 1969 over

All Iraq is

Thefate of the Kurds has rightly

grief internationally. But the

mously — from the effects of the
war and from Saddam’s repres-

sion.
Following the crushmg of the

thousands have fled into the mar-
shes which lie ‘between lran and
Iraq. Their fate is said to be worse
than that of the Kurds. All over the
country people are falling victim to
Saddam'’s torture and death squads.

The whole country faces famine
and epidemics. Cholera has already
broken out. UN under general
secretary Finn Martti reported last
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become a matter of concern and -

whole of Iraq is suffering enor-

- of epidemics will drastically in- |
rebellion in the south, hundreds of

-machine ruthlessly scours the

PR

the sending of British troops'to
Ireland. The anti-imperialist

left opposed sending troops.

British troops were sent be-
cause of Loyalist pogroms
against Nationalist areas. The
pogroms real. At that time the .
nationalist communities lack-
ed the military means to
defend themselves adequately.
And the troopsid provide a
buffer for a while.

But many socialists pointed
out that despite the short-term
breathing space, the imposi-
tion of imperialist troops
would mean, in the end, they
would be turned against the
nationalist community. Over
time, the consequences would
be a bitter war. So it has turned

be.

It is a shame to see some
people who took the right line
on the Gulf war, people who
understood that although Sad-
dam was an oppressive dic-
tator, imperialism would serve
no progressive purpose in at-
tacking his regime, have
deserted this logic over the
Kurds.

suffering

month that Iraq had been thrown
back to ‘a pre-industrial age’. The
bombing, he said, had seriously af-
fected food supplies, agnculture,
water, electricity, hygiene and
health.

The heat of the summer has not
yet come. When it does the danger

crease. While Saddam’s military

country crushing rebellion, Western
sanctions are continuing to subject
the ordinary people to destitution.

Opposition to Saddam’s regime,
as before the war, cannot justify sup-
port for sanctions. the people of lraq
as a whole need aid, thh or without
Saddam.




- Rushing for t
| British politics today is dominated by a
| paradox. The Tories may have got rid of

Thatcher, but not the causes of their un-

popularity. Banana skins abound. The

economy is in deep trouble. Tory attacks
on education and local government
remain deeply unpopular. And the real

| effects of NHS Trusts - mass sackings of
health workers - are beginning to become

apparent. |
Such a situation should
lead to a certain Labour

- general election victory. But

the polls remain volatile -
one moment showing a
Labour lead, one moment a
Tory lead. For the average

~ voter it is extremely difficult

to discover the policy dit-
ferences between Tories and

| Labour. -

The rush to occupy the -

‘centre’ ground of politics—a

centre which has been
shifted drastically to the
right by the years of
Thatcherism - has
obliterated major differences
between the main parties.
‘Nowhere is this more true

than on economic policy.

Both Kinnock and Major are

converts to the old SDP watchword of the ‘social
market’. The social market means simply that
the market rules everything (and any talk of
social ownership is dispensed with), while its
adherents have a ‘conscience’.

No pledges

Labour is making absolutely no pledges -

about improvements in the lot of working
‘people under a Labour government. With the
sole exception of a national minimum wage,

“any other reforms will have to await the (l-

‘lusory) hopes of a major economic recovery.
' The change that Kinnockism has wrought on

 the Labour Party is drastic. While the Labour

left is still relatively strong compared with its
counterparts in countries like France and Ger-
many, there is no use pretending: it is much,
much weaker than it was, and many socialists

" no longer see any point in activity through the

party. o
How has this change been brought about?
Electoral defeats, in 1983 and 1987 have played

Editorial -

arole. Those defeats made it easier to argue the

party had to moveright. But election defeats do

not automatically shift parties rightward. The
explanation is more profound than that.

The basic reason is the successive defeats of
working class struggle in the 1980s, most cru-
cially the defeats of the miners strike, the dock-
ers and the print workers. During the 1980s
trade unionism declined from 48 per cent to 35

per cent of the workforce. These defeats were
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compounded by the successive Tory victories

against the local government left.

The Kinnockite operation in the Labour Party
has been centrally underpinned by the grip of
the ‘new realist’ right wing in the trade unions.
This grip is tightening with what seems likely
to be an important victory by the aptly-named
George Wright in the TGWU general secretary

“election. Time and again, it has been the right-

dominated union block vote which was the
foundation stone of Kinnock’s domination in
the party.. But on that foundation was built a
dramatic reversal of left domination in the con-
stituencies. |

“Strengthening left

organisations in the unions is
an obvious task”

What should socialists do now? One thing
that is certain is that the smug certainties of

Kinnockism are heading to a crash. The next

[ Economy - plunging into o

nosedive

o

election' will either produce defeat, and
Kinnock’s replacement, or the most right-wing

Labour government ever. A Kinnock govern-

ment would have nothing to offer the working
class; there is most unlikely to be a ‘honeymoon
period’ of mass good-will towards such a
government. Either way there will be new ruc-

‘tions in the party. It is too early to write off a

new surge of the Labour left for a whole period.
British politics are heading for profound
| transformations. The impor-

tant thing is that socialists

prepare for this new period.

What are the priorities?
Strengthening left organisa-

tion in the unions is an ob-

vious task, including crucially

beginning to organise against

the trade unions laws. |

In the. coming period un-

employment will go over

three million. Mass un-
employment will again be

used to discipline workers

and to force down wages. The

left has to begin to re-raise
demands for a 35-hour week
with no loss of pay, and for
work-sharing. But overall
socialists have to work
towards the preparation of a
coherent nation-wide
- | - socialist opposition.
Socialist Outlook supporters have been active
in building the Socialist Movement (5M). Link-
ing together socialists inside and outside the

Labour Party the SM, especially its ‘sectoral’

structures like Labour Party Socialists, Women
for Socialism and the Socialist Movement Trade

Union Committee can play a vital role in or- -

ganising such an opposition.

The new-style Socialist Outlook will fight to
build the Socialist Movement. More than that
we will fight to win new forces to the politics of
Marxism. We reject the fainthearted pessimism
of those who who think that 1980s Thatcherism

and its ghastly Kinnockite mirror-image shows

'us our future indefinitely.

The events in eastern Europe have shown us
how quickly things can change. British politics
will change drastically, that is certain. The ques-
tion is whether the left will be ready for these
changes. Socialist Qutlook will fight to help en-
sure that it will. | <
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CBI director John Banham got

| himself into trouble with his Tory

friends last week by pointing out
that the economy is stili plummet-

ing. In reply, confident noises
have been made all round ,inline

with chancellor Norman Lamont’s
budget statement that the
economy ‘would begin to turn the
corner’ in the second half of the
year. t |
Upward blips in the general
decline are not impossible. But the
overall situation is that Britain's
secular economic decline, inter-
rupted by the mid-80s boom years,
has resumed with a vengeance.
The best estimates put the rate of
decline of economic output at four

‘per cent a year— roughly equal to the

pre-1990 growth rate in Germany,
although Germany's growth may
decline because of the costs of
reunification.

Last year something like 25,000
businesses went bust—a 35 per cent

increase over 1989. And last month's

record increase in unemployment to
an official rate of over 2 million show
the scale of the recession

What has happened to the con-
fidence of the mid-1980s Thatcher
years? The British economy boomed
in those years because the US
economy did. ‘Reagonomics’ meant

- the vast pumping of state deficit

finance into arms production,
financed by massive borrowing from
Germany and, above all, Japan.

The result was a speculative
‘boom which boosted world trade but

did nothing to solve the basic
problems of either the British or US
economies. Britain's industrial base
was not restored; industrial produc-
tivity in the US took a back seat to the
epoch of the junk bond dealers.

Like all speculative booms, the
result was crash — in this case the
November 1987 stock market crash.
Once that had happened, the US and
especially Britain were faced with the
danger of resurgent ‘stagfiation’ -
falling output plus raging inflation.

The consequence has been the
adoption of high interest rates and a
sharply deflationary strategy. For

Britain the only way to avoid pushing:

down wages to crush inflation would

have been allow-
ing the value of
the pound to falll.
This .is now ex-
cluded by mem-
bership of the
European Ex-
change Rate
Mechanism. |
The conse-
quences of the
recession for the
working class are
stark. Unemploy-
ment will rise
sharply exerting
further downward pressure on
wages. Employers will fight hard in
1991/92 to prevent wage settlements
being nearly as high as they were in

‘No. 1

-1989/90. We are back to the same
cycle of decline as existed in the
early 1980s.
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Tube workers

prepare strike
action!

‘byan RMT tube worker

London Underground

(LUL) management are

~preparing to smash effec-
tHive trade unionism on the

Tube, removing workers’
right to strike, paving the

~way for privatisation.

Meanwhile, underground

workers and booking of-
fice staff are preparing for
“acton.

‘Major restructuring of the
industry is being imple-

mented on a planned basis in |

order to force the rail
workers’ union, the RMT, to
defend its weakest members
first. They hope to kill not just
two, but three, bu'ds with one

stone: to impose a no-strike
agreement, to rid themselves

of a score of militants, and to
prepare for pnvatlsatlon

+ This grim reality is being

dressed up in a package of
cuts in staffing,
safety which would result in
the loss of at least 2,000 jobs,
the tearing up of numerous
agreements and the destruc-
tion of collective bargaining.

Split workforce

However, train drivers are
not being attacked in theshort
term, in an attempt to split the
workforce. The leadership of

the train drivers union,

ASLEF, is doing everything to
assist the management —in a
‘vain attempt to safeguard
their right to organise drivers

This is consistent with
ASLEF's history of sec-
tionalism and capitulation to
new realism.

They are not, of course,
giving the membership an
opportumty to express their
view. In addition, the Assis-
tant General Secretary of the
union, has announced that
members respecting RMT
picket lines cannot expect
automatic support. By con-
trast, the TSSA, which or-

~ ganises booking officestaff, is
balloting to take action.

The London Underground .

management is still smarting
from their defeat in 1989. This

is not over the Train
Operators’ pay claim, which
was eventually ineffectual.
Rather, they want to avenge

- the defeat of their attempt to
destroy the ’seniority
principle’.

Had they succeeded, the
majority of agreements

- would have been under-
mined, along with joint

‘negotiating structures. It was

the co-ordinated strike action
on rail and underground that
stopped public transport and
won the strike.

- The RMT is now ballotmg. |

No.1 May 1, 1991

service and

for strike action. Workers

who take strike action will be

asked to sign a statement on
their return to work. This will
require workers toworkinac-
cordance with current duty

rosters and not to take action

against their contract.
The management correctly

guess that whatever the -

union instruction, half of the
membership will sign under
duress. This is not because
they don’t want to fight or are

anti-union. The nature of the

industry, with hundreds of
booking-on points, gives a
built-in advantage to the
management.

Suspended

- After a second strike, a fur-

ther 25% would sign and the
rest of the workers would be
suspended without pay or
dismissed. At this point the
’refuseniks’ could apply for
their jobs back. The manage-
ment assume that the activists
will not apply - and would
‘reject any thatdid.
Immediate all-out action
would solve many tactical
problems. Given that one-
*lay strikes were successful in
1989,
have decided to commence
the action in this way, despite
arguments to the contrary

Strike Rally-Frtends Meeting

" House, Euston, Wednesday 8

May.

the RMT executive
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NALGO s 500 000 whlte collar staff face [ob losses

NALGO ducks

‘redundancy flght

ThIS week sees the start of a huge
one and a half-million pound
- publicity campaign by NALGO.
But publicity campaigns and the

tanfare about the prosed merger .

with NUPE and COHSE cannot
disguise the fact that many
NALGO members are under
siege.

NALGO's half-million white collar
local governme’nt- workers are

* by Fred Leplat (Islington
NALGO)

threatened with a tide of redundan-

cies. All over the country councils are
demanding jobs losses. Councils af-

fected so far include Haringey (1200),
Lambeth (600), North Tyneside (700),
“Harrow (200), Derbyshire County
(1000), Liverpool (1000), Newcastie

(850) and many others.

D|5|IIU$|on fuels right

wing in

By Martin Anthony
VOTING takes place in May for
the new General Secretary of the
Transport and General Workers
Union (TGWU), to replace Ron
Todd whois retiring nextyear. The
two main contenders are right-
wing George Wright and Todd's
favoured candidate, his deputy Bil

| Morris.

 Moris, who has been nominated
by 1163 branches is supported by the
Broad Left, although his record is
hardly left wing. On crucial struggles
he has adopted the same attitude as
Todd, especially in insisting that
workers must not break the law. But

like Todd he doesn't go all the way

with the extreme right of the union.
~ Most of the regional secretaries,
the power-base of the right, are sup-
porting George Wnght.

‘Wright, presently secretary of
region No. 6 (South Wales) has been
nominated by 1120 branches. He is

farto the right: if he wins, the TGWU

Page 4

will occupy an even more right-wing
position than Bill Jordan's AEU.
Wright is strongly supported by the
popular press, especially the Daily
Mirror, which has run a strong cam-
paign on his behalf.

A clear idea of the way anht

would run theTGWU has been given

in a circular he sent to branch
secretaries. His starting point is the
poor financial position of the union. In

~ an obvious attempt to buy votes, he

promises to increase the secretaries’
commission — the money paid to
branch secretaries for collecting
subs. |

" He calls for the National Union of

Mineworkers to be united with the
scab ‘Union of Democratic Miners,
and brought into the TGWU — but
declares that Arthur Scargill would
not be allowed into membership!

The TGWU under Wright would be
part of the engineers’ (AEU) and

electricians’ (EETPU) axis. This

would not justbe a shift forthe TGWU
but a major shift in the balance of

TGWU elechons

power in the union movement as a
whole It would have major implica-
tions for the Labour party,strengthen-
ing the hold of ‘new realism’ and
Kinnock .

Because of this, the left is (reluc-
tantly) supporting Bill Morris. It wili not

be an easy battle. The Broad Left are

making much of the fact that when
Wright stood against Todd last time
he had more branch nominations but
lost. This time Morris has more
nominations than Wright.
But the battle is different this time.

Media interest is intense. The right

are waging a powerful campaign. And
dissatisfaction with the existing
leadership is widespread.

Monis is part of the leadershlp
which let down the dockers; he is
rightly seen as bemg part of the prob-
lem.

Disillusionment could lead to a big |
vote for Wright — and that would be a

major defeat for the left in the labour
movement as a whole.

\':::‘

After five years of cutbacks among "
manual workers, now NALGO

- workers are under attack. Some of the

worst attacks have come from Labour
councils. |
Last year NALGO's local gover- |
ment membership went down 5000;in
the next eighteen months up to -
50,000 jobs could be at risk.
But NALGO has no answers. Local

branches are being encouraged

simply to negotiate the best redun-
dancy deal. -
Central government fundmg of

~ local govemment has fallen from 60

per cent in 1979 to 33 per cent this
year. Apart from the abolition of the
GLC and Metropolitan counties, the
btggest jobs losses have been in ser-
vices affected by competitive tender-
ing — direct labour, refuse collection,
cleaning, and catering. Butthe poll tax
squeeze on council funding -now
threatens a whole swathe of non-
statutory services. In Haringey, for ex-
ample, there is now no adult educa-
tion or school meals; whole areas of
social services, education and hous-
ing are to go.

There is absolutely no natlonal or
district-wide campaign organised by
NALGO against the redundancies.

The only significant fightback has

been a 3-day city-wide strike in Liver-

~ pool including both NALGO and the

GMB, and some sections are now on
all-out strike. Action is also being

planned in Islington, Lambeth and

Derbyshire.

However, these are |solated ex-
amples. These attacks cannot be
fought on a branch-by-branch basis,
and the members know it. They will
support industrial action which offers
a prospect of winning, not long-drawn

out local action with littie chance of

success. This means a national in-
dustrial action and publicity campaign
involving the whole local government
membership. Merger with NUPE and
COHSE may be an answer for
defending the NALGO apparatus but

it won't, on its own, defend jobs. And

once NALGO starts suffering mass
redundancies there is a danger of de-

“recognition to foliow.
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Left organises agalnst

by Pete Firmin

RECENT WEEKS have seen the
Labour leadership step up the
witch-hunt of the left. This has
more to do with removing any
potential challenge to a future
government than the appease-

‘ment of the popular press.

Though the two most prominent
cases have been the suspension of

13 Labour councillors in Lambeth

and 29 in Liverpool, the witch-hunt

| has spread further with the suspen-

sion of 7 councillors in Bristol and the

1 suspension of Brighton CLP.

In addition, alleged supporters of

Socialist Organiser have been
| suspended in Nottingham East CLP,
Sheffield and Southampton. Sup-

porters Labour Briefing and Socialist

Outlook now look like likely targets
too, with threatenin noises coming

Women for Socmhsm

 Trade union
“conference

from the Labour Coordinating Com-
mittee, the leading proponents of the
witch-hunt.

Though some are justified by their
supposed connection with a left ten-
dency, most suspensions have oc-
‘curred due to refusal to implement
the Poll Tax and carry out cuts.

Local campaigns have been es-

tablished in Lambeth and Brighton

with support from the majority of the

Labour Parties concerned.

‘Aparticular feature of the sntuatuon
in Liverpool has been the standing of

~ 'Real Labour' candidates against

those imposed by Kinnock's
bureaucracy.

However, this has not been linked
to a campaign against the witch-
hunt, and some have expressed
fears that this could lead to
widespread further expulsions.

called -

by Sam Inman

THE LABOUR Party has dis-
covered that women win
votes. With the general elec-
tion looming in the not too dis-
tant future, the debate over
Labour’'s programme for
women will intensify.

All this comes at a time
when the pressure on women
 activists has never been
greater. But with so much hap-
pening politically there is an
- even greater tendency for

- women’'s experience to be mar-
ginalised. This can be seen as
not just a political marginalisa-
tion of ‘women’s issues’, but

also through burning-out with -

overwork, the experience of
- sexism within the labour
movement and many other
reasons.

Despite the rhetoric this
marginalisation is not just con-
fined to the right wing of the
labour movement. It very
much exists throughout the
whole of the left. It is not
surprising then, that Women
for Socialism, the autonomous
socialist feminist network
within the Socialist Movement,
has also been subjected to this
squeezing effect. -

Very often on the left it is
clear that women'’s polltlcal
work and their experience is
underplayed and under-
valued. This was seen most
recently in the anti-war move-
ment where WIS activists
played a pivotal role.

They usually led the way in
challenging the right-wing of
the movement as well as being
the only current to seriously
build a women’s dimension to
the work through Women
Against War in the Gulf
(WAWG).

It is often forgotten that it
was WIS who called the first
action in Britain that launched
the anti-war movement here.
The reason why WI{5 could
respond so quickly was that
they had an extensive inter-
nationalist background that
could be drawn upon.

Whilst building WAWG has
been and still is very valuable
for WIS, the experience has not
been without its problems.

Being in the leadership of

WAWG meant that the inde-
pendent profile of WIS suf-
fered through the strain on
resources. WfS was unable to

capitalise on it's success and

bring more women activists
into its ranks.
Women for Socialism is now

trying to turn this situation

around, build its own profile
and show that socialist
feminism is alive and kicking
in the 1990s. There are several
important initiatives on the
horizon and space for plenty
more.

"Women in the unions” will
be the theme for a national
meeting called by WIS and the
Socialist Movement Trade
Union Committee. The meet-
ing, to be held at the end of

K|nnock s attacks

On a national level the vast
majority of the 'soft left’ have caved
in before the witch-hunt, with figures
such as Phil Kelly, ex-Editor ‘of
Tribune, remaining the exception to
the rule. On the Labour National Ex-
ecutive, Tony Benn and Dennis Skin-
ner remain the only two prepared to
defend party democracy. -

However, opposition is now being
organised in a more united and sys-
tematic way than ever before. Since
the current attacks have hit a much
wider swathe of activists than pre-
vious attacks on the left, such as the
1982 expulsion of the Miltant
Editorial Board, it has been possible

 to assemble a broader response

around issues of party democracy.
A meeting called by Lambeth
Against the Witch-hunt, and End the
Ban (the campaign against the ban
on SO) on Apnl 27 made umportant.

John Harris

November, will
be an excellent
opportunity to
collectivise the

hidden ex-

perience of
women trades
unionists.

Jo Richardson
MP’'s Sex Equality

Bill, likely to be a cornerstone

of Labour’s policy for women,
could well
momentum for a major cam-
paign around the problems
that working women face.
Women for Socialism con-
tinues to play a role in other
Socialist Movement projects in
trying to ensure that these are
geared to the needs of women

activists. WS members have
been involved in the SM

Education Working Group,
Labour Party Socialists and the
Red-Green Network.

WIS also plans to have
public forums around issues
that members feel need discus-

"sion on the left. Domestic

violence, child sexual abuse,
women and health, the ex-
perience of Kurdish women,

‘and the future for socialist

ferrinism are some of the
themes suggested so far.
Socialist feminists now need
more than ever to set their own
political agenda. Women for
Socialism can provide a net-

‘work that allows us to do just

that.

provide the

~John Harr‘ig. o
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progress towards establishing a
unified campaign against the witch-
hunt. :

The meeting, attended by repre-

_ sentatives from more than ten areas,
- agreed to produce a newsletter and

organise resolutions and fringe

“meetings for Labour Party con-
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ference. The high d.egr_ee of co- |
operation achieved at the meeting

indicates that these practical steps
forward will be followed by the estab-
lishment of united campaign to lift the
suspensions and re-establish party
democracy.

)
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School testing -
back to grammar

schools

EDUCATION secretary Ken-
nneth Clarke let the cat out of
the bag when he revealed last
week that that opted-out
secondary schools are going
to have the opportunity to be-
come grammar schools much
more quickly than expected.

In effect, the government plans
the gradual return to grammar
and secondary modern schools.

The new testing of seven-year
olds (Standard Assessment
Tasks or SATS) fits in with this
plan. The five week testing period
which seven year-olds (now
called Year 2 pupils) will have to
undergo is desighed to start
streaming children, in prepara-
tion for an 11 plus-style selection.

The five week period of SATS
means children repeating work

No. 1

they have already done and more
work for indreasingly hard-
pressed teachers. At the Easter
NUT conference a huge majority
voted to boycott SATS.

But NUT General Secretary
Doug MacAvoy madeit quite clear

that, for the seond year running,

he will ignore conference

decisions. The resistance to

SATS has been left to sporadic
boycotting at local level.

The government has taken ad-
vantage of MacAvoy’s sabotage
to announce that it is going back
on its pledge to restore teachers’
negotiating rights.

Kenneth Clarke claims that this
will give teachers a ‘professional’
status like doctors and judges.

Teachers forced to administer yet

another government change
which adds to their work-loads
are unlikely to be takenin.
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South Africa

ANC shows o

new

belligerency

By Charlie Van Gelderen
THE AFRICAN National Con-

gress has given the De Klerk

government an ultimatum.

It has called for its resignation
and for it to cede to a 'neutral’
interim government. This is to
prepare for multi-party negotia-
tions for a new post-apartheid
constitution.

It has come on top of a

demand for the sacking of Mini-
ster of Defence Magnus Malan,
and Minister for Law and Order
Adriaan Viok.

However the ANC leadership
softened the impact. They
denied that their demand was the

"Cholera -

e

immediate resignation of  the
government. Instead they
wanted recognition of the neces-
sity of Sbch a government to

safeguard the transition to
democracy. The government

then rejected both an interim
government and a constituent
assembly. |

| Why has the ANC leadership-
- changed its tactics? Why has it

gone from calling for the sacking
of defence and security mini-
sters, to demanding the resigna-
tion of the government? The

answer is not only the repressive

role of the state, but also the

intemal politics of the ANC - a

the price

~of imperialism

THERE COULD be no
greater indictment of im-
perialism and the debt crisis

than the outbreak of cholera

inLatin America.

The epidemic is already the
worst this century - a ghastly
throwback to a time when
drugs were scarce and ineffec-
tive.

More than 1000 people have
died of the disease in Peru
since February. Another
150,000 are affected by the
disease. It is not confined to the
towns but has reached the far-
thest-flung villages. It has
spread from Peru to Ecuador,
Colombia, Chile and Brazil. Ex-
perts think that 3 million people
will contract the disease in
Brazil in the next few years.

No. 1
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‘The disease  has
hospitalised 140,000 people in
Peru, in addition to those who |
have died. Peruvian health
minister Carlos Vidal says he
expects there to be 10,000
fatalities and that there are
300,000 carriers of the dis-
ease.

Cholera is exclusivelya dis-
ease of the poor. In areas with
proper sewage and clean water
it is almost impossible for the
disease to spread. @

World Health Organisation
experts say it will take 15 years
to eliminate the disease. With
proper sanitation and nutrition
it could be eliminated in
months. The tens of thousands
who will die are victims of im-
perialism and the debt crisis it

‘has inflicted on the continent.
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situation of which the govem-

ment is aware. |
There has been growing dis-

satisfaction in the ANC at what is

- seen as the pliable positions of
- the Mandela leadership. This

has been manifested in the
power struggle between the
pragmatics’ and ’radicals’. The
‘pragmatics’ are led by the ANC's
international Relations chief,

~ Thabo Mbeki, and the 'radicals’
by the head of military staff, Chris

Hani. -
The struggle between the two

~ leaders is over who will succeed
Mandela as Vice President when -

he, as expected, succeeds
Tambo as President at the
ANC’s June conference.

But this conceals real differen-
ces between the 'Robben
Islanders’, the exiled leadership,

and internal members. There is

also tension over SACP\ ANC
relations. Dual membership,
regarded as advantageous to
the communists by ANC mem-
bers, is being questioned.

Distrusi

Thereis distrust of the leader-

ship among ANC members and
a growing belief that they must
be challenged. One West Rand
activist was quoted in Vrye
Weekblad

‘They think that a few grey-
heads can take decisions (like in
the 1950s) and the rest must fol-
low. It is high time that the ANC
leadership recognises that
negotiations are about the
aspirations, the emotions and
the dreams of people.

The way in which negotiations

are being conducted now ex-
cludes us. We have shed our
blood for democratic institutions
and we are not going to be
silenced now.’

This reflects the views of a
large section of ANC members
and supporters in the townships.

Suspicion arises because a

.~ deadline, 9 May, was originally

set for the resignation of the two
ministers and govemment action

to halt the township killings.

This was despite the ANC
December conference decision
that the deadline should be 30
April. "'The goalposts are being
constantly pushed back because

International News ____
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the leadership is afraid of the
reaction of the people on 30
April. The new deadline has
nothing to do with the people. It
is the NEC’s deadline. As far as

we are concerned 30 April

stands. After that we will see
mass actions like those of the
early 1980s.’

Plans for mass actions were

-discussed at a closed session of
- about 200 members including

Alan Boesak and Bantu
Holomisa. : |

It wamed leaders to prepare
to go abroad after 30 April. It was
thought necessary to make
emergency plans because it was
expected that the govemment
might declare a state of emer-
gency, with thousands arrested.

Actions contemplated are
prison hunger-strikes, consumer
boycofts and stay-aways.

Lawson Mohlomi, Publicity

Secretary of the ANC Youth

League in Heideberg, expects
that the white right-wing may use
the situation to launch arace-war
and 'we will have to consider

~going over to the armed struggle

once again'’.
According to him, many youth
cadre are already going abroad.

Pragmatic

In order to contain this fervour
Mandela, believed to favour the
pragmatics’, has supported the
interim govemment. This new
position was adopted at a meet-
ing between the ANC and the
Pan Atrican Congress (PAC) in
Harare in mid-April. The an-
nouncement came from the PAC
General Secretary Benny
Alexander and was reluctantly

confirmed by the ANC’s General

Secretary Alfred Nzo.
This will strengthen the

“radicals’ in their fight for leader-

ship. It also underines the point
that rank-and-file pressure can
keep the leadership in line.

One side-effect of the growing
disillusion with the ANC leader-
ship is that the PAC has become
a serious force. Only two years
ago, the PAC was almost written
off in South African politics. The
new strength of the PAC forced
the ANC to agree to such a joint
meeting. It was the first since the
PAC-ANC spiit in the 1940s.
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Kohl Defeat

GERMANY'S Christian Democrats suffered a major |
defeat last week when they lost the state elections in -
Rhineland Palatinate. Chancellor Kohl's party got |

| 38.7 of the vote against 44.8 per cent for the Social

Democrats (SPD). The Christian Democrats now

~control only one of the 10 state parliaments in what
| used to be West Germany.

The Greens got back into the state parfiament, |

| crossing the S per cent cut-off barier to get 6.9 per

cent. The defeat is due to growing disillusionment
with the economic effects of reunification. Kohl is

~unpopular in the east because of the growing un-

employment and austerity; and in the west because

| of taxes to pay for unification. |

Pavlovian reaction
THE CRISIS in the Soviet Union has taken a new

| twist with the events surrounding last week’s Central

committee. With the collapse of perestroika Gor-

| bachev is caught in a vise between the hard-line

Stalinist Soyuz group and the supporters of Boris
Yeltsin. Gorbachev has taken two main initiatives:
the economic rescue-package announced by prime
minister Pavlov, and the new union treaty proposals |
agreed with Yeltsin. | |

Paviov's ‘rescue package’ is a major move
towards growing authoritarianism. It would ban
stnkes and political rallies ‘during working hours'.
Goodbye perestoika, and now goodbye glasnosf as
well. | .

‘Cut benefits” - IMF

| THE INTERNATIONAL Monetary Fund has turmed
its well known skills at imposing austerity on the third

world to Britain. Last week it urged Britain to cut
unemployment benefit to curb wage increases. ~
Stating that Britain faced the worst recession of

| any major country, the IMF solution is aimed at using
- { the fear of total impoverishment as a discipline on
workers - when official unemployment has shot past o

two million. | o
An absolute majority of Europeans below the
poverty line now live in Britain, according to the EC.

Bulgaria, Hungary go for
- privatisation -

BULGARIAN PREMIER Dimiter Popov has an-
nounced that Bulgaria will have a new privatisation |
and property law by the autumn. Bulgaria has suf- {
tered worse than any other country from the coliapse
of the communist trading bloc; much of its economy
depended on subsidised trade with the Soviet Union
which is being withdrawn. It is owed billions of dollars
by Iraq, which it will not get back.

The country is ruled by an alliance of the ‘Socialist’
Party - the old CP - and the Union of Democratic
Forces, which includes 19 groups from the extreme
right to semi-anarchists,

- Meanwhile Japanese co'mpany Suzuki is to open '

a plant in Hungary to produce 60,000 cars a year.
General Motors and Ford already plan Hungarian
operations. GM is also pushing to open a plant in
Poland (see page 13). -

Hungary has passed a law to give huge compen-
sation in state bonds and land to those who had their
property confiscated by the former communist
regime. Hungary’s extremely successful co-opera-
tive famming sector is being dismantled and the land
given back to peasant smallholdings.

Palestinians - no deal

AS COULD HAVE been predicted, shuttle diplomacy
by US Secretary of State James Baker has come up
with nothing for the Palestinians. Doing something
for' the Palestinians was a US promise during the
Gulf war. But Baker has found the Israefi government
unwilling to make the slightest concession, especially
on the issue on new settlements and land seizures
by Israelis on the West Bank

A special meeting of PLO leaders in Tunis, called
to review the outcome of the Gulf war, rejected
proposals to oppose the US diplomatic initiative.







