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Special Feature

Germany

Neo-Nazis
target
alienated
youth

by Hans-Jdurgen Schulz

Jorge Gomoudai was killed
in Dresden at the beginning
of April, as part of an ‘open
hunting season’ on foreign-
ers. Since then, no night has
passed in the ‘new,
democraticand peace-loving
Germany’ without an assault
or a fire-bombing.

Nonetheless, German police
recently announced that no ac-
tion could be taken against neo-
nazi organisations, because
‘there is no evidence of any or-
ganised involvement’.

But recent polls show a wor-
rying rise in support for the
racist right in Germany. More
than a third of west Germans,
and nearly a quarter of east Ger-
mans consider themselves sym-
pathetic. One in ten would vote
for them.

The neo-nazis are gaining
support among young people.
There may be only 1,500 or-
ganised in far right groups in
east Germany; but 1 in 20 con-
sider themselves fascists.

But the wave of fascist attacks
is not entirely a reflection of a
new phenomenon. InJune 1989,
Marger Honecker, the ex-Presi-
dent of East Germany's wife,
proclaimed that ‘the seeds that
the educationalists of our
country have sown have borne
fruit’. She spoke too soon. Even
then, 6% of east German youth
identified with the radical right.
Rather than education, it is the
reality of authoritarian east Ger-

many that has borne fruit.

Now no hostel for asylum-
seekers, foreigners or im-

migrants is safe from assault or
harassment. Before it was fre-
quent — now it is constant. The
wave of arson and murder may
fade away — but it will be back,
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because it reflects the reality of
German society today. The
problem must be tackled from
the roots.

Reactionary and extreme
right opinion is clearly to be
tolerated by the establishment.
And a militant fascist mass
movement is a real possibility
today. A few thousands could
become some tens of thousands
with a bit of organisation.

What are the roots of the rise
of the radical right?

In east Germany, stalinism
has left behind an ideological
vacuum; in the west, liberal
democracy is losing ground,
with the exception of the intel-
ligentsia. Established parties
have lost any real base among
Germany'’s youth; their youth
organisations attract only the
career conscious yuppies. The
unions, despite a larger paper
membership among the young,
do little to fire their enthusiasm.

It is the sense of powerless-
ness, strengthened by the
decline of social security,
solidarity and democracy, that
predominates. In reality,
whoever is old or ill doesn’t
stand a chance. Unless you
sprint in the factory, you are
sacked. The experience is ‘dog
eat dog’ and the moral is
capitalism. These are the roots
of the problem, exacerbated by
the lack of an alternative.

Unification took the radical
right by surprise and disorien-
tated it. This was particularly
true of the west German
Republikaner, who had at-
tracted more than 2 million
votes in the 1981 European elec-
tions.

Internal quarrels then
reduced their membership to
less than 15,000. But more
recently, the party has bounced
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back, and now declares over
25,000 members. They may not
have the potential for the mass
rallies of the early ‘80s, but they
are nonetheless far and away
the strongest force on the radi-
cal right, other than in the east.

Attempts by the Nationalist
Party (NPD) and People’s
Unton (DVU) to join forces with
the ‘German List’ in elections
were meanwhile a spectacular
failure. Rather than creating a
new mass party, another
grouplet was spawned.

Theseorganisations, based in
the petit bourgeoisie, have not
been able to reach out to new
sections of society. They remain
primarily electoral fronts,
rather thanreal political parties.
Their electorate is worrying
large - but largely passive.

But it is they, along with the
tabloid press, that give ‘respect-
ability’ to the campaign of ter-
ror against Germany’s black
and immigrant population. The
unhesitating hounding of those
seeking asylum provokes and
strengthens the prevailing reac-
tion.

And this climate has given
rise to a new breed of fascist

Bitter fruits of Stalinism: East German fascist youth

group tothosediscussed above.
These openly fascist organisa-
tions have an active cadre and
gostraight for the working class
youth, rather than worrying
about electoral fronts. Between
them, these skinhead-based
groups probably organisesome
3,000 youth.

Disorganised they may be,
but they are dangerous. A lead-
ing east German police officer
warned in May of the coming
wave of terror, organised ‘by
conspiratorial methods’. In
reality, an active kernel of or-
ganisers has moved among the
skinheads, encouraging further
action and trying to build an
organisation.

One thing is certain — their
resonance is greater than it has
ever been in recent years.For
the first timesince the end of the
nazis, Germany once again has
a militant fascist movement.

The horror provoked by this
wave of violence has given rise
to demonstrations all over Ger-
many. Protest has been
strengthened. And the basis has
been created for a lasting, mass
anti-fascist movement.

But the tactics of the fascists

“The fascist threat cannot be beaten back solely
through the protests and legal measures so dear to
the hearts of the liberals and reformist left. What we

~eed 1§ 3 2sirg. Droad mess mevement against
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must be answered directly. The
militant fascist groups are
heading straight for the work-
ing class youth — and that is
precisely what the left must do.

The fascist threat cannot be
beaten back solely through the
protests and legal measures so
dear to the hearts of the liberals
and reformist left. When one
group is banned, a new one will
be formed a day later.

What we need is a lasting,
broad mass movement against
the fascists. We need to or-
ganise in every town and city —
meetings, demonstrations,
propaganda. We need, above
all, to counter the hatred of for-
eigners with a campaign
against unemployment and for
the right to housing.

This article was abridged
from ‘Avanti’, journal of the
Revolutionary Socialist Group
(GRS), supporters of the Fourth
International in east Germany.

Picket the
German
Embassy!

11 November
4 to 8pm, Belgrave
Square, SWI.

Caizd by Newham Monitoring
Froject{Refugee Forum|Cam-
paign Against Racism & Fas-

cism
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As EC politicians fiddle

Racist fires sweep
Europe

By Sam Inman
‘PEOPLE once again fear
pogroms in Germany’,
stated a declaration on 8
October from leading Ger-
man intellectuals, con-
demning the upsurge in vi-
cious neo-Nazi attacks
against the country’s Black,
refugee and Jewish com-

munities.

In the previous three weeks
there had already been ncarly
500 attacks, leaving one African
dead, two Lebanese children
critically burned, and many
more injured.

Germany's Christian
Democrat government has
responded by agreeing a
clampdown on the number of
asylum-seckers  with the
country’s 16 regional states.

They also got agreement with
opposition parties on trans-
forming former army bases into
refugee camps. Tens of
thousands of refugees will be
housed in %) camps across the
country.

Lawyers have suggested that
the new measures breach the
German constitution, and anti-
racist campaigners have con-
demned them as an incitement
to further nco-Nazi attacks.

The German situation is one
of the worst in a common pat—
tern developing across the
whole of Europe. Far-right and
fascist parties are rapidly gain-
ing popularity, violent racist at-
tacks are mushrooming in both
their frequency and terocity,
and all manner of nationalisms
are bubbling above and bencath
the surface. The mainstream es-
tablishment parties — right,
centre and social democratic —
are falling over themselves to
prove their own iron resolve to
combat the ‘problem of
immigration’.

*In France, former premier Ja-
ques Chirac has said that French
Eoople are being driven ‘crazy’

y the ‘noise and smell” of im-
migrants in the country. Former
interior minister, Michel
Poniatowski, has compared
France’s immigrant community
to the Nazi occupation of the
country. Le Pen’s National
Front has gained massively in

popularit_v. One in five voters
now support the NF and
Poniatowski has called for a
right-wing coalition with the
party.

The ruling Socialist Partg’s
response has been predictably
shameful. At the same time as
denouncing racism, they have
proclaimcwfa new crackdown
on immigration and are prepar-
ing to organise mass deporta-
tions.

*In Austria the neo-fascist
Freedom Party has trebled its
vote to 18 per cent in provincial
clections, and may bring about
the collapse of the country’s
ruling coalition government.

*In Sweden the six-month old
New Democracy Party got7 per
cent of the vote in September’s
general election on the back of a
pnpulist anti-immigration cam-
paign. Fascist paramilitary
groups are also growing,
despite the arrest in August of
four leaders of the Storm Net-
work (for bank robbery and
hijacking a police arms depot), a
group allied with the White
Aryan Resistance organisation
in the US.

*In Switzerland there has
been a wave of racist fircbomb-
ings and attacks on refugees. A
recent opinion poll showed 60
per cent of Swiss people are in
favour of using the army to
prevent the entry of refugees.
The fascist Swiss Democrats are
collecting signatures to call fora
referendum on halting im-
migration.

*Poland, Bulgaria, Hungary,
Czechoslovakia, Yugoslavia
and Romania have all seen an
escalation of racist and anti-
semitic attacks, which so far
show no signs of abating — in-
deed quite the reverse as the
Eastern European countries
slide deeper into economic,
political and social catastrophe.

*In Britain, with the strictest
immigration laws in Europe,
racist attacks are on the increase
and more people are being
denied asylum status. The fas-
cist British National Party has
been estimated at having some
1500 cadre now, and they are
becoming more confident in
their ability to gain support
from po#r white working class
estates.

The social and economic
crisis in Europe makes it wide
open to a new surge of racism.
Not only recession in the west,
but the collapse of Stalinism,
have created waves of un-
employment and economic
migrants.

With all this economic and
political uncertainty in the
world, and with the collapse of
the Soviet bogey, the right wing
in Europe needs a new enemy.

This ‘new’ enemy has been
used by the right wing many
times before — the now 15 mil-
lion strong Black or Third
World communities living in
Europe who have been settled
for more than two generations,
or who have come as migrant
workers or refugees.

But the scale of attacks on
Europe’s Black and refugee
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communities is escalating
sharplv.

A rising number of Eastern
European people are heading
west, desperate to escape the
enormous economic depriva-
tion and hostilities to national
minorities.

Fortress Europe

At the same time, European
governments have been infor-
mally working out methods of
creating a ‘Fortress Europe’ to
keep out third and second
world immigrants and asylum-
seekers. This is what John Major
meant when he demanded a
‘perimeter fence’ for Europe at
June’s EC summit. Since then,
all over Europe, politicians
havestepped up their use of the
racist card.

Euro-racism is nothing new.
Both the TREVI group and the
Treaty of Schengen were set up
in the 1980s to put in place
ground rules between
European states over the entry
of refugees, immigration and
repatriation procedures.

The growth of the fascist
right shows the utter failure of
the dominant working class or-
ganisations - the social
democrats and Stalinists - to
respond to the concerns of mil-
lions of workers affected by the
crisis.

It also shows the weakness of
the socialist left. Socialists all
over Europe must work
together now, alongside Black
communities and anti-racist
campaigners to ensure that the
fascist dream never again be-
comes a reality.

How to
fight
the
fascists

By Julian Wood
THE FASCISTS are on the march

AT %

again. How can we fight them?
What type of organisation should
we use?

Probably the largest anti-fascist
organisation in Britain at the mo-
ment is Anti-Fascist Action (AFA).

It has traditionally had a poficy of
what it calls ‘implementation of No
Platform' by which it means using
whatever means necessary to
prevent fascists being able to meet.

The necessary means have
tended to include sticks, boots and
fists, given that fascists tend to be
impervious to reasoned argument.

AFA describes itself as a united
front organisation but in reality
operates like a political party.

But we need a much broader
campaign than this to be effective.
The first thing to do must be a huge
campaign against the ideas of the

East London demonstrators recall the history of anti-fascist struggle

fascists, going into the estates and
the workplaces, anywhere people
gather.

From there we have to get
people into activities against the fas-
cists - marches, festivals, and so on.

And we have to get organisation
against the fascists, where the com-
munity protects those who are the
targets of fascist attacks.

Itis at that stage, where we have
a strong movement against the fas-
cists, that we are in a position to
take the fight to them.

The mobilisation of white tenants
against a recent black march
against racist attacks.in South Lon-
don, the BNP taking 25 per cent of
the white vote in Tower Hamlets,
and the resurgence of fascism in
Europe —~ east and west— mean it

has become a major priority for
socialists to take up the question.

But if we can build in the
workplaces and estates the strength
of our view of how to build will be
proven.

The fascists plan on standing in
60 seats in the coming general elec-
tion; we need a national anti-fascist
campaign against that. There will be
national anti-fascist marches and
mobilisations in that campaign.

If we can mobilise against the fas-
cists the numbers that we could
during the days of the Anti-Nazi
League (1977 to 1979) then physi-
cal confrontation to stop the fascists
will be back on the agenda, this
time backed by the strength of a
movement.
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French right lines
up with fascists

by Patrick Baker
FOR THE FIRST time since
its 1987 defeat, the French
‘orthodox’ right has
launched a racist offensive
against France’s black

population.

Led by ex-I’resident Valery
Giscard d’Estaing and ex Prime
Minister Jacques Chirac, large
sections of the French right are
now trying to outdo the fascist
Front National (FN).

Pierre Mauroy, general
secretary of the Parti Socialiste
(PS), said of the current unity
offensive towards the extreme
right:

‘Until recently, divisions in
the right have just made me
smile; now their constant at-
tempts to outbid each other
make me shudder’.

And with good reason. The
‘orthodox’ right has a history of
vicious attacks on France’'s
black community.

In 1986, the joint RI'R/UDF
election manifesto proposed to
abolish the right of children
born in France of immigrant

parents to naturalisation; and to
restrict that right for those mar-
rying French people.

In addition, it proposed that
any candidate would have to
swear ‘to be loyal to the French
Republic, its laws and
constitution’.

But this move towards the
FN provoked an outcry, and
was beaten back by the massive
student mobilisations that
swept France some months
later.

For the students were not
only against the right’s attacks
on education, but also iden-
tified with the anti-racist move-
ment SOS-Racisme.

Tens of thousands chanted
slogans defending black
people’s rights on the student
demonstrations; and joined a
massive demonstration against
racism a few months later in
March ’87.

And when Devaquet, the
education minister, was forced
to withdraw the education
reforms, the reforms to the
nationality code went with
them in a retreat by Prime Min-
ister Jacques Chirac.

Now Giscard d’Estaing, sup-
ported by Chirac, is once again
of the offensive. And there is
nothing subtle about the new
proposals: their aim is to ‘send
back’ hundreds of thousands of
black people each year.

Dubbing France’s im-
migrants an ‘invasion’,
Giscard’s allies have said that
without an alliance with the fas-
cists, ‘France would becornhe an
African and socialist boulevard
given over to anarchy’. Jean-
marie Le Pen, FN leader, is lap-
ping it u{,:.

The heart of Giscard’s
proposalis to amend the French
constitution, so that the right to
nationality would be based not
on ‘residence’, but on ‘blood’.

As for Edith Cresson’s un-
popular socialist government,
she has not taken the oppor-
tunity to place herself at the
head of anti-racist counter-
mobilisation.

Instead, both she and the ‘in-
tegration minister’ Kofi
Yamgnane have pledged to
control immigration, and called
for black people to drop their

_Special Feature

cultures - ‘If they do not agree,
they should go home'.

And the first steps have now
been launched by security min-
ister Barbot, ex-head of the
notorious Police Nationale.
From now on, asylum-seekers
have no right to work; and a
witch-hunt is being launched
against those ‘secretly
working’.

This is a vicious circle from
which immigrants cannot es-
cape: first you are denied awork
permit, then expelled for work-
ing without one.

But despite the government’s
capitulation to this slide
towards the racist right, an anti-
racist movement to defend
France’s black community has
been launched.

In response to the annual fas-
cist ‘red, white and blue’ get-
together, the ‘Appeal of 250
called a ’‘black, white, arab’
counter-mobilisation.
Launched on the slogan
‘Enough of the Front’, the ap-
peal has pledged to ‘counter the
National Front wherever neces-

sary.’

Numerous local groups have
already been formed. A national
forum of local mayors has also
been formed to counter the
racist threat, with the aim of
’struggling against all forms of
exclusion, violence, racism and
xenophobia’.

But so far, the response has
not been enough. An alliance
between sections of the UDF
and RPR with the fascists, al-
ready one of the most powerful
parties of the far rightin Europe,
would a powerﬁ1§threat to the
whole European workers move-
ment, as well as black people.

The answer is clear. The
response to the racist right must
be the same as in 1987 — to
mobilise tens of thousands on
the streets, bringing together
the black community, the
unions and the left to defeat the
fascist menace.

This is the way to defeat the
right — and those like Edith
Cresson who drag the name of
socialism through the mud by
capitulating to the racists.

Bloody

lracism

by Geoff Ryan

THE RISE OF RACISM in
France today has led to a
spate of attacks on North
Africans. Such attacks are
nothing new. Thirty years
ago this month the Al-
gerian community was
brutally attacked by
French police and dozens
were killed. This massacre
has almost been written
out of history.

On 17 October 17 1961,
50,000 Algerians marched in
Paris to protest against the
racist curfew in force. They
were not allowed on the streets
after 8pm. Cafes frequented by
‘French Muslims’ had to sh&t at
7pm.

anniversary of
French state

The demonstration took
place while France was still
waging a bloody war against
Algeria - but after De Gaulle
had conceded the principle of
independence. In both P};ance
and Algeria the white
supremacists of the OAS, aided
by sections of the army, were
carrying out areign of terror.

Althoughthe demonstration
was called by the FLN (the
main anti-imperialist organisa-
tion in Algeria) the Algerian
community didn’t raise inde-
pendenceslogans —toavoid ac-
cusations of ‘provocation’. The
whole community turned out.

Despite the Algerians’
restraint, the French state, and
large numbers of French
people, saw this protest as a
threat. Racist hysteria was
Whigped up by press talk of
‘barbarians’.

At the Pont de Neuilly the
police opened fire, killing a 15
year old youth. The shooting
went on for a further half-hour.
At Metro stations, Algerians
were attacked as soon as they
came onto the streets. When
protesters tried to block roads,
police encouraged motorists to
drive into them. In Nanterre
the demonstrators were led by
women carrying small
children - but they too were
viciously attacked.

Thousands were arrested
and held in parks and
stadiums, where they were
savagely beaten. Twenty years
earlier the Nazis had detained
the Jewish community in the
same places.

Censored

Despite the brutality of the
police attacks, virtually onl
the revolutionary left
protested. Newspaper reports
were heavily censored. The
few who raised some criticism
were more concerned that the
violence happened on the
streets of Paris.

Savage attacks on the Al-
gerians were everyday occur-
rences. As long as the attacks
were confined to the ghettoes,
French ‘liberal’ opinion was
not unduly troubled.

Even 30 years later, nobody
knows how many died. The of-
ficial police figure is three

deaths (including a
Frenchman on holiday in
Paris).

Yet three weeks after
the demonstration, over
60 bodies had been
recovered from the river
Seine, many with their
hands tied.

The real number killed
—shot, drowned, hanged
from trees or battered to
death — is almost certain-
ly 200-plus, yet no police
were ever charged. Nor
was there any attempt to
find out what happened
to perhaps another 200
‘missing’ Algerians. To
ensure the truth never
emerged, tens of thousands
were deported.

Six months later, despite the
OAS terror, Algeria becamein-
dependent. The generals who
had led the army revolt were
largely forgiven, OAS sup-
porters fleeing the country
were welcomed in France.

Despite the thousands of
OAS murders, only seven
members were ever executed —
and two of those were non-
French nationals in the Foreign
Legion. The 200 or more Al-
§erians who died on October

7 were quickly forgotten and
written out of French history.

The police chief, Maurice
Papon, 1s now facing charges of
‘crimes against humanity’ for
his role in the deportation of

i

De Gaulle: defended massacre

Jews from Bordeaux during
world war II. But in 1961, De
Gaulle defended his role in the
mass murder on the streets of
Paris.

We owe it to those who died
in Paris and Algeria to fight
against racism in France and
throughout Europe. In France
this bloody anniversary was
commemorated by a
demonstration organised by a
broad coalition of anti-racist
and immigrant groups, trade
unions and political parties.

Among them was the Ligue
Communiste Revolutionnaire,
French Section of the Fourth In-
ternational, virtually the only
current in the French workers’
movement which can proudly
recall its consistent support for
the Algerian revolution.
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Tories fail to squash fears over NHS

YES! It really Is
privatisation!

By Harry Sloan
NEVER believe a rumour
until it is officially denied.

The more John Major's
government, stung by Labour’s
unexpected offensive, insists
that it does not want to privatise
the NHS, the more suspicious
people should become.

This is even more true when
wesee how the Tories are press-
ing hometheir Thatcherite NHS
reforms which have already
marketised the service and set
up opted-out hospitals as self
contained businesses.

Of course the Tories are not
aiming at a fully-privatised US-
style health care system: the US
system consumes more than
double the share of national
wealth compared to the NHS,
and leaves 40 million people
without health cover.

Ruinous

Even American employers,
stung by the ruinous cost of
private medical cover for their
employees, are no longer in
favour of their system. A Chrys-
ler boss recently claimed that
the company medical scheme
adds $700 to the selling price of
each car. Estimates suggest that
if the US system remains un-
changed, it could gobble over a
third of GNP by the year 2030!

The Tories want above all to
cut state spending on health,
forcing individuals to pay
more. They also want to expand
private  provision and
profitable openings at every

»
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Trusts
launched
into crisis

AS Health Secretary Wil-
liam Waldegrave unveiled
a second wave of 99 opted-
out Trusts, new evidence
emerged of the chaos of the
new NHS internal market.

Many health authorities are
simply not paying their bills.

The giant Bloomsbury & [s-
lington DHA, covering three
London teaching hospitals,
and facing cuts of £9.4 million
this financial year, could be
plunged deeper into crisis.

At the end of July the
authority had fallen £10 mil-
lion short of its target income,
£7.8 million of this because
other health authorities had
delayed paying their bills. A
massive £4 million was four
months overdue!

Another £1.2 million may
already have been lost be-
cause ’‘customer’ health
authorities have paid B&lI less
than the invoiced amount.

Half way through the finan-
cial year, this kind of
bureaucratic nightmare con-
fronts hundreds of directly-
managed hospitals and opted-
out Trusts.

level of health care.

Long before the full
marketisation of the NHS
began in April, thick wedges of
private enterprise had been
driven deep into vital services.

Contract firms

® Since 1984 health
authorities have been com-
pelled to put ancillary services
- cleaning, catering and
laundry —~ out to competitive
tender. Others have privatised
portering and other services. In
each case standards of hygiene
and patient care have plum-
meted as cheapskate private
firms have moved in, seeking

Thatchensm alive and well in John Major’s health reforms

profits from key support ser-
vices and low-paid staff.

@ NHS chiefs have been en-
couraged to siphon off
taxpayers’ money intodevelop-
ing and refurbishing lavish
private wards and wings, and
into deals with commercial
medical firms. A key ‘freedom’
of opted-out Trusts is their
scope to switch NHS beds to
private use without any public
consultation. Yet few NHS beds
makea proﬁt: many stay empty
and lose money, since there is
already huge over-capacity in
the private sector.

@ More and more health
authorities are closing down

T
n

ca

/

—

at tim

... How long will Medi oV 2 B
will Medicare cover you?..well,

i+ now 7.’

their long-stay beds for the
elderly and hiving off these
patients to private, profit-seek-
ing nursing homes. There the
fees are paid from means-tested
social security income support,
often ‘topped up’ by health
authorities as a cheap way to get
rid of the elderly. West
Berkshire DHA is setting the
pace, withits plan to closedown
all its 200 long stay elderly beds
by 1993, while two private nurs-
ing homes are built on NHS
land and a brand new NHS unit
at Newbury is handed over to
private management.

@ Vital areas of health re-
search and treatment — notably
on cancer and heart disease —as
well as front line services such
as intensive care baby cots at
Guy's Hospital, areincreasingly
funded from outside the NHS by
charity appeals or private firms.
IVF treatment is almost unob-
tainable on the NHS in London.
In Kettering, sterilisation opera-
tions for women are only avail-
able privately; last January NE
Thames Regional Health
Authority published a list of
non-emergency operations it
proposed no longer to provide
on the NHS, forcing patients to
pay or go without.

® Meanwhile scaraway
prescription charges under
Thatcher and Major have been
matched by the new £10 mini-
mum charge for eye tests and
astronomical bills for dental
checks and treatment.

It is precisely these type of
bills — paid only by those of
working age who are in
employment — which point the
way for future Tory strategy.

Once the new ‘market’ sys-
tem is fully functional, every
NHS operation, treatment and
course of drugs will carry a

Robin Cook

precise costing and price tag.
For years the Tory right has ar-
gued that in-patients “who can
afford to do so” should pay the
‘hotel’ costs of bed and board
while in hospital. Once the full
range of prices are clear, why
not extend this, and follow the
example of dental charges, by
imposing means-tested fees for
every treatment?

Threat

The mere threat of facing
such substantial bills could
press-gang millions more
peopleinto taking out pre-emp-
tive health insurance.

In this way the Tories could
force individuals to subsidise
the NHS while insurance firms
could also cash in at a profit.

Twelve years of Thatcherism
have failed to persuade even
one in eight of the population to
take out medical insurance. But
if Major wins another term, the
bludgeon of means-tested char-
ges could yet do the job.

Robin Cook and the Labour
front bench are absolutely right
to point the finger at the Tory
drive towards privatisation of
the NHS: they must not be al-
lowed to retreat on this between
now and the election.

Will NCU

By Joan Armstrong
BT, the most profitable
denationalised firm, has an-
nounced plans to make 16000
engineers and clerical workers
redundant during the next 18
months.

Plans to shed this huge part of
the workforce stem from the mas-
sive influx of new technology and
the deepening economic recession.

For the National Communica-
tions Union (NCU), it poses amajor
challenge. Will it co-operate with
these redundancies or will it fight?
The signs are not good. An article in
the latest issue of the NCU joumal,
entitied ‘Hg\)ﬂ the jobs agreement
will work’ ptises the jobs cuts in a
positive light.

fight BT threat to 16000 jobs?

It says: ‘BT believes that there is
an urgent need to ‘rebalance’ its
engineering and clerical workforce.
The result will be job losses. Pres-
sure comes from the severe effects
of recession on the company, as
well as from the introduction of new
technology and the impact of grow-
ing competition as a resuit of
govemment decisions...".

It is no accident that this has
been the response of the current
leadership of the union, which has
increasingly gone along with new
realism and the Kinnock leadership
in the Labour Party.

Over the past year BT has al-
ready shed 5000 managers, and
has decimated its workforce, who
belong to the UCW - doorkeepers,
cleaners, catering staff. Now it is

aiming against telephonists, radi-
cally cutting back staff who work on
directory enquiries. Having dealt
with the UCW, BT feels strong
enough to take on the NCU.

A recent article in ‘The City’
showed that BT wants to shed as
many as 30,000 jobs in the long run.
Immediate plans include cutting
nearly 3000 jobs in the Personal
Communications Division; up to
650 in Group Logistics and 2850,
including over 2000 engineers, in
Business Communications.

Other big job losses will hit
Worldwide Networks, with job los-
ses here concentrated in London.

The sackings threat has led to
widespread calls from branches for
a special conference to discuss a

coherent fighting strategy to defeat
the cuts.

Thewhole issue is a challenge to
the union’s Broad Left, which has
been increasingly under pressure
from new realist ideas. The ele-
ments of a fightback plan are al-
ready contained in the so-called
‘Broad Strategy' already adopted by
NCU conference. But will it be ac-
tivated by the NCU leadership?

The issue now is whether to 'roll
with the punches’ and accept a
flood of voluntary redundancies
which will permanently reduce and
weaken the workforce; or adopt a
fighting strategy based on the
demand for a reduced working
week with rio loss of pay, and strike
action to stop redundancies. The
NCU is at a crossroads.
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looks at the issue.

THE High Court’s decision
to reject the EOC’s claim,
goes completely against a
ruling in 1989 from the
European Court of Justice
on a similar case.

In that case a West German
woman part-time worker suc-
cessfully argued that West Ger-
man legislation, which ex-
cluded those working 10 hours
or less a week from statutory
rights to sick pay, contravened
Article 119 and EC directives.
This Article requires equality
of treatment between men and
women.

The Court ruled that, since a

greater proportion of women
worked part-time, legislation
excluding them from pay
rights effectivly discriminated
against women.

Implications

This was thought at the time
to have important implications
for women workers in Britain,
since according to even
government surveys, many
sick pay schemes in the retail
sector (where large numbers of
women part-time workers are
employed) do discriminate
against women.

The ruling demonstrates
that women workers cannot

Courts rule against
part-timers

Earlier this month, the Equal Opportunity
Commission (EOC) failed in the High Court
legally to eliminate unlawful discrimination
against part-time workers on the grounds that it
contravenes Article 119 of the Treaty of Rome.
Ninety per cent of part-time workers are women,
some 4.6 million women. In this fourth article in
our ‘Women in the Unions’ series, EMMA DEAN

rely on a legalistic
framework (British or
European) to solve the
problems of discrimination
in the workplace or the
reasons why women are
forced into part-time, low-
paid and low-status jobs.

For many women, work-
ing part-time is a necessary
result of not being able to
find full-time work. It is not
unusual for women to have
several part-time jobs, par-
ticularly in cleaning, cater-
ing and retail.

But for many women, part-
time work allows them to fit
their paid work around their
family responsibilities. As a
result many women are found
working twilight shifts, part-
time during school hours, oron
weekends.

Assumptions

Challenging traditional as-
sumptions over the sexual
division of labour, both in the
home and in the workplace, is
therefore vital when cam-
paigning around rights for
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part-time workers.

At present, if someone
works less than 16 hours a
week, they have to wait for five
years — rather than two - to
qualify for compensation for
unfair sacking, redundancy or
maternity pay. If you work less
than eight hours a week, then
you don't qualify at all.

Some 2.4 million part-time
workers are not covered by Na-
tional Insurance benefits and
are therefore not covered by so-
cial security protection.

There is also the question of
low pay. The average hourly

earnings for women who
worked part-time in 1990 was
£3.95. That was the average,
many thousands of women
work for substantially less.

The vast majority of part-
time workers are not in a trade
union. This is also the case for
homeworkers and temporary
workers, most of whom are
also women. Some trade
unions have begun to try and
recruit these workers but there
is still much that needs to be
done.

Queen to solve
philosophical

problem

By Ray Dominguez
THE QUEEN has been asked to
arbitrate in a row over dodgy
philosophy degrees at University
College Swansea (UCS).

The dispute reached a watershed
in July when the MA degree in
philosophy of health care was
scrapped.

Despite this vindication, Michael
Cohen and Colwyn Williamson —two
of the lecturers who blew the whistle
on the MA course — have been
suspended from their jobs. A third,
Anne Maclean, paid off in February,
is now asking for her job back.

College authorities lodged a string
of disciplinary charges against the
lecturers after they made their com-
plaints.

Students inthe philosophy depart-
ment quickly established a defence
committee. For their stand against
the suspension of Maclean, the stu-
dent union was fined 2000.

The University of Wales (UoW),
meanwhile, reneged on its initial
promise to investigate the centre for
philosphy and health care, and the
college — which spent over 100,000
during the disciplinary hearings —
hoped to steamroller its way out of
the outcome.

But three days before the council
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was due to consider a recommenda-
tion to dismiss Cohen and William-
son, the University announced that it
was commissioning a report from Sir
Peter Swinnerton-Dyer. The lec-
turers were suspended pending the
outcome.

This tumaround was probably due
to a number of factors. Three weeks
earlier Cohen and Williamson pub-
lished their evidence of ‘serious
improprieties’ in the awarding of
degrees. A number of professional
philosophers had already protested
to the University. Entire departments
registered their protest and the media
profile, sustained by student protest,
intensified.

The UoWs' very existence as an
education authority is dependent
upon the other University colleges in
Wales; colleges who have every
reason to be apprehensive about
their association with Swansea.

In April a high-level. University
committee stripped one candidate of
his MA for plagiarism, and expressed
‘unease’ at ‘certain weaknesses in
the overall administration of this MA
scheme'.

Ifthe inquiry announcement saved
the two lecturers’ jobs in March,
Swinnerton-Dyer's report did the
same in July. Lord Callaghan, as
president of the University, pushed a
compromise on the college council.
The suspensions were replaced by
‘enforced study leave’.

UCS have publicly declared that -

Swinnerton-Dyer's recommenda-
tions are ‘unconstitutional’, and the
MA course has been submitted, un-
altered, as a new course.

But they have twice been suffi-
ciently worried to hold back from
striking the dismissal blow. If the
campaign dies now, then they will not
be so wary — regardless of what Liz
Windsor has to say.

Still no

rights for

kids!

Hailed as ‘the most radical
piece of legislation to affect

child care to date’ the

Children’s Act claims to be an
innovation and many predict
that it will revolutionise child

care law.

But is it really such a radical
step? Here KATE AHRENS
looks at the act and examines

its implications.

THE CHILDREN'S Act is a comprehensive

piece of legislation which formalises what

has always been seen as ‘good practice’in Working class kids: are the Tories really on their side?

social work circles, providing
parents with rights to challenge
care orders, and encouraging
voluntary agreements between
parents and social workers.

It also introduces mechanisms for
children to take steps in court cases
— widely explained as ‘expanding’
children’s rights.

Under the Act, court orders must
be justified as part of a general plan
forthe family involved —itis no longer
possible (in theory) to apply for an
order and then think about the fonger
term problems. Every action must be
with the ‘child's welfare’ paramount.

“The child's weifare’ is a phrase
much applauded by individuals
‘concerned’ with the existing struc-
tures, but it is a dangerous one. The
Act doesn't allow children to deter-
mine how to protect their own wel-
fare, bui leaves it to social workers in
consultation with parents.

And how often has ‘it's for their
own good’ been used to justify such
things as corporal punishment, lock-
ing children and young people up
and National Service? Not everyone

would agree that those actions were
‘best’ for the children involved.

Aithough the Act has been
described as expanding children’s
rights, in reality, it makes very little
difference to the choices open to
children.

Children (who are considered
mentally ‘mature’ enough) can now
argue for contact orders with their
parents whilstin care. They can chal-
lenge emergency protection orders
and push for the ending of care or-
ders.

These measures will serve only to
increase the pressure on children.
Now parents, social workers, and the
courts will have added reason to
‘persuade’ children to take a certain
course of action which they, not the
children, consider to be in that child's
‘best interests’.

The aim of the Act is in fact to
re-entrench the family as the unit of
welfare in society. Most of the chan-
ges such as the right to challenge
care orders after 72 hours are
designed to reduce intervention by
the state.

But even at this it will fail. The lack
of resources available from the
government will mean that much of
the Act will not be effective. Sections
relating to care orders are so vaguely
and ambiguously worded they leave
considerable room for interpretation
by judges and lawyers.

in the end, the only real effect will
be to change the jargon used by the
courts and the child care estab-
lishment. And the next ‘scandal’ over
child abuse cases will be used by a
whole new layer of ‘concerned’
politicians to argue for further cos-
metic changes.
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