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BSE: Capitalism gamhies with lives

Viarket Madness

THE CRISIS over Bovine
Spongiform Encephalopathy
(BSE) and its human form -
Creutzfeldt-Jakob Disease
(CJD) has produced a complex
array of arguments and
counter-arguments.

But what is quite clear is that the
dangerous chaos is an outéome of Tory
market reforms.

It is a product of the “backward” British
parliamentary system and a government in
the pocket of the food and farming lobby.
Twenty eight Tory MPs have interests in
farms including junior agriculture minister
Tim Boswell.

The problem for these people is not the
possibility of a mass epidemic, but the
prospect of a drastic loss in profits. The
Tories had scrapped controls over the food
processing industry and covered up the
evidence.

The spread of CJD is the result of this
de-regulation. No wonder Europe will not
buy the beef.

The Spongiform Encephalopathy Advisory
Commitzee found that BSE may be '
transmitted to humans. A new strain has
been found in 2 number of young victims.

The disease affects nerve cells in the brain
and causes the loss of memory and
co-ordination finally ending in death.

Potentially millions of people are at risk.
Al those who ate beef prior to 1989 (at
least) are liable to infection. It will take time
to know the full extent of the problem. The
worst case scenario points to 500 000
deaths per year.

Cows, which are not carnivorous anlmls.
were fed offal made from infected animals to
cheapen the cost of production. This led to
the sheep’s disease scrapie being passed on.

Scientists working on the disease have
been silenced and humiliated. Richard Lacey
who has long campaigned about the risk of
BSE jumping species has been subject to a

The spread of CJD is the result of deregulation

. ik of intimidhsion. The microbloloss

Harash Narang has actually developed a
system to detect BSE in the urine of live
beasts. He was rewarded with the sack.

to keep the lid on the latest findings.
Nicholas Budgen came up with the idea of a
two-tier meat system. “Customers” could

- pay more for non-BSE beef, while the

working class and poor could do their heads

in.

The Tories are scared by the economic
fall-out. Two hundred and fifty thousand
tonnes of beef were exported last year.

‘Balance of payments could suffer by one and
*a half billion pounds.

If farmers are given compensation. this will

£ up the bill. If all the heard is kllled this could

cost up to £20 billion.

In terms of compensations, the workers
in the industry should be the first priority.
Already 6,000 jobs have been lost.

The Tories are going cap in hand to their
friends in the EU. Even a modest plan to kill
15,000 older cows would cost £3 billion.
The effect on the PSBR would be .
catastrophic. No tax cuts for sure, but also
massive spending cuts.

. But cows will not be killed because of
safety ' The government is being forced to
act to give reassurances and to prop up the
market.

But if BSE is genetically carried, the whole
stock needs to be killed.

The Labour Party is equally half—hearted
in its approach—sacrificing principles before
the altar of the free market. Labour fails to
seriously challenge the Tories on this
question despite the fact that it could have
much to gain, starting at Tamworth.

Socialists must demand that the interests
of health come before the interests of profit.
What ever measures are necessary should
be taken.

Proper money needs to be put into
scientific research into BSE and CJD.

The NHS also needs proper funding, not
least because of a potential epidemic. Yet
under rules just brought in, free long term
treatment would be denied. :

But these are only stop-gap measures. If
the crisis shows anything, it is that capitalism
is a sick system. If it is not killing people
through poverty and starvation, it is killing
them through infection. BSE is just one
aspect of a wider problem. If we are to
survive as a species, capltalism itself must be

_destroyed.
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lIbrahima Sey

- Mu rdered by . _ " %gm"

police

Simon Deville

SHORTLY after the police killing
of Ibrahima Sey, a 500 strong dem-
onstration marched from Forest

Gate police station to Ilford. The

demonstration was lively though
disciplined and peaceful. As the
march passed through Ilford town

Uk anet kit

centre roughly the same number
again of local black and white work-
ing class youth joined on to em&ress
their anger at Ibrahima’s death.

Just 2 weeks after the introduction
of CS gas tests, 29 year old Gambian
Ibrahima Sey was killed at Iford police
station. A number of witnesses have
confirmed that Ibrahima left his house

peacefully when the police arrived to .

- Deaths are an inevitable consequence of the increasing levels of police violence and intim

JusTice 4 |

Ibrahima’s body had bruises to the stomach, and cuts and bruises over his face

arrest him. Already handcuffed, Ibra-
hima also left the police van and went
into the police station peacefully.

Police have said the CS gas was used

| Socialist Wos
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inside the station. Ibrahima’s body had
bruises to the stomach, and cuts and
bruises over his face. These also oc-
curred inside the police station.
Whether or not the CS gas contrib-
uted to Ibrahima’s death is really a
secondary issue - the point is that he
was killed by the police. The circum-
stances of his death does however ex-
pose how the police intend to use CS
__gas. The police have claimed that it is
needed to_protect them from violent
and armed criminals. This case clearly
shows the police using it on someone
who went peacefully to the police sta-
tion whilst they were handcuffed and
lying on the floor.

Ibrahima’s friends or family have
launched a memorial campaign to fight
for justice for him. They are demand-
ing:-

o That the officers involved are sus-
pended immediately.

‘e The use of CS gas is stopped now.

¢ An immediate public inquiry into
Ibrahima’s death.

Photo: Emmaginations

So far one officer involved has been
placed on desk duty whilst the police
“investigate” themselves, and Forest
Gate police have refused to stop carry-
ing out controversial CS spray tests.
Ibrahima is the fifteenth black person
to die at the hands of Britain’s racist
police force in three years. These are
not isolated incidents from a few cor-
rupt coppers. They are an inevitable
consequence of the increasing levels of
police violence and intimidation di-
rected against black people and the ur-
ban poor communities more generally.

The campaign is prepared for a long
struggle for justice for Ibrahima, and
against police repression. Labour
movement bodies, student unions and
community organisations should affili-
ate to the campaign and support the
demands of the campaign

CONTACT: Ibrahima Sey
Memorial Campaign,

PO Box 273, Forest Gate, E7
Tel: 0181 5558151

Unite the anti-racist movement

NO-ONE should derive
pleasure from the debacle of
the ARA demonstration.
Demonstrations as small as
the one on March 23, to-
gether with the negative pub-
licity, damage the credibility
of the anti-racist movement
as a whole.

As an ever-increasing number
of asylum seekers are thrown
on to the streets, we need now,
more than ever, a strong united
movement. This must be able
to build the broadest possible
base of support both in terms of
fighting the racism of the state
and the far right and defending
refugees.

A concrete programme of ac-
tion is needed, not just a series
of on-paper demands to the
state. The National Assembly
should establish proper demo-
cratic structures to make this a
reality and go beyond meetings
- which are merely talking-
shops.

An immediate chance to
unite is offered by the demon-
stration called by the Campaign
against the Immigration and
Asylum Bill on April 29. The
CAIAB demonstration earlier
this year, in February, was some
12.000 strong with a large
amount of participation from
the trade union movement.

A programme of action is needed

The political standing of the
Anti-Racist Alliance reached an
all-time low when only two hun-
dred people attended a national
demonstration against racism
on March 23. The police added
to the indignity by making the
marchers walk on the pavement
rather than the road.

The week preceding the dem-
onstration saw accusations and
counter accusations flying
around between the organisers
and some of those who had in-
itially agreed support.

ARA denied they had ever in-
vited a speaker from the Islamic
fundamentalist group Hamas.
But when it was announced that
Kalim Siddiqui, from Muslims
against Racism, would be on the
platform the damage appeared

. to be irreparable.

Siddiqui has been a long time
advocate of the fatwa against
Salman Rushdie.

The National Union of Stu-
dents, Poale Zion, the Board of
Jewish Deputies, the Commis-
sion for Racial Equality all pulled
out.

The TUC no made no public
statement but one official said
that up until the day before,
twenty national trade union ban-
ners had been expected on the
march, but were dissuaded
from attending.

Whatever the effects of the
controversy, the march was
never going to be large as ARA
simply hadn’t built it properly.
Many labour movement activ-
ists never even saw any leaflets.

“In the end the tiny number
present made it an easy target
for fascists, who first attacked it
as it past.d under the Embank-

ment railway bridge and later
on in somewhat greater num-
bers when it reached Trafalgar
Square.

At this point police made sev-
eral arrests of fascists. The un-
fortunate coincidence of a
security alert meant that the
demonstration was temporarily
halted at Downing Street and
there the national leader of
ARA, Marc Wadsworth, made
an impromptu speech in which
he castigated the entire trade
union movement as a bunch of
Islamophobes and racists.

At Trafalgar Square, Siddiqui
argued that those who had with-
drawn support from the demon-
stration because of his presence
“were themselves the racialists”.

ARA has been something of a
spent force since approximately
eighteen months ago, when a

large number of its members
split to form a new organisa-
tion, the National Assembly
against Racism. Since then it

has been flirting with fundamen-
talist groups who are, in many
cases, anti-Jewish, anti-Hindu
and Sikh, and often homophobic.

Both ARA and the Assembly
suffer from a lack of internal de-
mocracy. Organisation tends to
be in the hands of a small num-
ber of people and conferences
and demonstration are called
with long lists of sponsoring or-
ganisations who do not effec-
tively participate.

In the absence of a concerted
fight against ever-increasing ra-
cism, it is not surprising that
some in the black community
look increasingly to a religious
identity and sometimes even to
fundamentalism for answers.

]
UNISON conferences

Numerous UNISON
branches have sent motions
to the union’s annual confer-

ence in May, calling for a non-

co-operation with the
provisions of the bill which
require public officials to
check the immigration status
of their clients.

The Campaign for a Fighting Demo-
cratic Unison is organising a confer-
ence against the Asylum and
Immigration Bill on Saturday, may 11
in London. One of the key aims of the
conference will be to examine how non-
co-operation can be brought about and

" how members who are threatened with
_ disciplinary action can be defended.

/16
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Reformists without

reforms?

RUMOURS of the death of social democracy are
greatly exaggerated. Writers on the right and the

left have rushed with a little too much haste in re- > |

cent months to proclaim its demise.

Left wing critics of the Labour Party
have accused Blair and his cohorts
of being “‘reformists without re-
forms”, of going so far to the right
as to go over the edge.

But we said this of Smith before him.
And Kinnock before that. They had
little more to offer in the way of reforms
than the present bunch. :

Who was it that began the austerity
- drive in the 1970s? Not Thatcher. It was
the Labour Party’s very own Dennis
Healey.

It is the case though that Blair is a lot
bolder than his predecessors, going fur-
ther and faster. He has ruthlessly used
the apparatus of the party to bully, ca-
jole and splinter all opposition.

The new Road to the Manifesto pro-
posals for decision making by plebi-
scite will further centralise policy
making—hand picked researchers will
write the policy, the clique around Blair
will vet it, and then it will be handed to
the party for complete acceptance or
veto. :

Just like the clause four process the
party rank and file will have no chance
to make amendments and the leader
will churn out the “‘back me or sack
me” rhetoric to turn up the heat.

The speed and extent of the latest
right wing offensive has led some on
the left to conclude that the party has
fundamentally changed. Some have
even extended the analysis to include
all the social democratic parties in
Europe. .

This is a mistake. It rests upon a
mis-reading of social democracy’s
past.

EDITORIAL

Social Democracy has always been
completely pro-capitalist. Not once
has it sought to -challenge the rule of
capital, indeed it has invariably relied
on support from sections of the bour-
geoisie.

Similarly the new authoritarianism
of family values and hetro-sexuality
championed by the shadow cabinet is
nothing new.

Was it not that “left winger” Wil-
son who sent the troops to Ireland, tried
to smash up the National Union of
Seamen, backed the brutal US war in
Vietnam and tried to introduce In

Place of Strife to shackle the trades.

unions?

Similarly, the social democratic par-
ties in Europe retain mass working
class support. It was astounding how
well PSOE did recently in Spain, de-
spite Gonzalez’s disgraceful recent re-
cord in office.

The continuity

Gray, like so many social demo-
cratic and liberal writers, rationalises
.the new predicament and the need to
implement austerity in terms of global-
isation and the disappearance of the
working class. '

“The class basis of social-demo-

alist mign Group MP Dennis Skinner was one of only two Labour NEC members who opposed Blair’s hanifesm proposals

" is nowhere to be found of course. It is

still very much with us—indeed one of
the biggest problems faced by Euro-
pean capitalism is the continued organ-
isational strength of the western

- European workers’ movement.

But the crisis of its leadership has
deepened. Support for

is as striking as the
changes. It is the
situation that has
altered more than
the basic nature of
the parties.

It was astounding how well PSOE did recently
in Spain. The continuity is as striking as the
changes. It is the situation that has altered

more than the basic nature of the parties.

the market and the
neo-liberal offensive
is barely concealed in
the rhetoric of full em-
ployment these days.
None of them pretend

Social Democ-
racy’s new range
of options has however, led it to re-
fashion some of its ideology. This is an
important political development.

John Gray’s recent pamphlet After
Social Democracy published by the

 Demos thinktank is one attempt to give

it sense of direction.

cratic parties, not only in Britain but
throughout Europe, has been eaten
away by economic change”” he writes,
“insofar as it was embodied in a labour-
ist movement, social democracy is now
a political project without an historical
agent”. '
The evidence for this disappearance

Network prepares for election

Pete Firmin, officer,
Socialist Campaign Group

THE LATEST meeting of So-
cialist Campaign groups
from around the country on
March 30 took some impor-
tant decisions about respond-
ing to the latest events in

the Labour Party, improving
the organisation of the net-
work and preparing for

Party conference in Octo-
ber.

It was recognised that Blair’s
plan to put a bland manifesto
out to a referendum requires a
big response from the Left on
two levels—linking up with all
those (like the new organisa-
tion, Labour Reform) prepared
to defend the sovereignty of
conference and participatory de-
mocracy, and a fight to try and

win a commitment to certain
key policies to go into the mani-
festo, requiring a two-thirds ma-
jority at Party conference.

This entails a fight in various
unions, such as UNISON and
the TGWU, around issues like
the minimum wage and repeal
of the anti-union laws, commit-
ting them to a real fight with
Blair.

This can be linked in with the
network’s proposals for a cam-
paign in the run up to the elec-
tion around key policies in an
outward looking campaign
rather than focused solely on
the fight in the structures of the
movement.

It was agreed to proceed on
both fronts, including a fringe
meeting at Labour’s Policy Fo-
rum around issues of the de-
fence of the welfare state.

This focus was also reflected

in the discussion around the pri-
oritisation of resolutions for La-
bour Party conference, with a
decision to concentrate on six is-
sues

e repeal of the anti-union
laws and the minimum wage

e comprehensive education

* pensions

e the NHS

¢ renationalisation of the rail-
ways

o repeal of the Asylum and
Immigration Bill

These resolutions will be
printed in a bulletin distributed
to supporters at the end of
April.

There was a decision to re-
vamp the newsletter for mem-
bers, making it longer and more
oriented towards discussion, al-
lowing for greater participation
and debate among the left in
the Party.

to be fighting for so-
cialism anymore.

Mitterand’s attempt at economic ex-
pansion in the early 1980s was prob-
ably the last attempt to implement the
traditional Keynesian governmental
economic strategies of investment
through deficit financing. The favoured

Swedish model fell apart in the early
1990s.

The new Europe has been abig blow
for social democracy. Those who have
been under the illusion that Maastrict
would bring a northern European style
order of civic welfare and cosmopoli-
tanism have been harshly disap-
pointed.

This shift poses genuine problems
for socialists. The more the leaders of
the workers’ movement back austerity,
the harder it is for us to fight it.

But this difficulty does not mean we
should give up the struggle. The mass
social democratic parties remain the
only possible governmental alternative
to the parties of the bourgeoisie.

They continue to be central to the
workers’ movement and important in
determining the nature of struggle. We
write them off at our peril.

Madness and manifestos

A SLICE of bovine spongi-
form should work wonders

in mopping up further sec-
tions of the pro-Europe bour-
geoisie behind Blair.

The disease may be peculiarly
British, but the compensation
will be decidedly European.

The New Labour project is
clear—to break the party from
its roots and to make it as a rep-
resentative of the pro-European
bourgeoisie.

But if Blair is to maintain the
support of sections of the ruling
class he must continue to chip
away at Labour’s foundations.
“We are proud of our past”, he
says, “but we are not living in it”.

Having got rid of Clause Four,
Blair is going back to the Smith
reforms and one-member-one-
vote.

By the end of the year he
hopes to present a pre-election
manifesto for membership ap-

proval. This is another attempt
to cut out the unions and the
conference. It represents a fur-
ther attack on the left.

At best Labour’s conference
will be asked to take it or leave
it. Amendments will not be tol-
erated. It will contain nothing
specific spending or taxation
pledges. All the tricky stuff will
be dropped. )

No proper discussion or con-
sultation will take place.

Instead of this, socialists must
demand proper participatory de-
mocracy. This means that deci-
sion making should go through
the official structures. Unions

“should play a major role. Criti-

cal debate must be paramount.
But Blair is offering a differ-
ent sort of process.
Members are made to chose
for or against the general—auto-
crats with soundbites.

Jonathan Joseph
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Brent UNISON

~ control the Council with a majority of

TORY-LED Brent Council in
" North-West London is attempting to
+ de-recognise UNISON.

“ A meeting of the Policy and Re-

sources committee on the April 1
- backed the decision of the personnel

committee to leave the 2,700 strong

branch out in the cold.

The meeting was lobbied by 400
UNISON members from Brent and fur-
ther afield. Brent UNISON now plan a
lobby of the full Council meeting 6n
Monday April 22.

The Council justified their unprece-

dented move by the activities of the

regional UNISON official Stuart Bar-
ber, who has vigorously criticised the

maladministration of social services’

and mismanagement of finances. _

Brent UNISON believes the real rea-
son is the Council’s desire to push
through further cuts and privatisation

before elections 'in 1998. ‘The Tories.

one.

The Council’s Labour group Swbled
at the meeting for the recommendation
to be withdrawn and for Tory Council-
lor Sean O’Sullivan to be removed as
chair of the personnel committee.

Until recently O’ Sullivan was work-
ing as an agency worker for Lewisham
Council. When UNISON members
there heard about his union-bashing ac-
tivities in Brent they refused to work
with him and the Council was forced to
ask hini to leave.

Brent East Constituency Labour
Party have condemned the Tory group
for ‘their actions and are pledged to

support any industrial action which the’
union branch might take. They -have -

.called on the Labour group to provide
office facilities should the Council
withdraw recognition. i

- Brent UNISON branch secretary
Brian Butterworth blamed the Coun-

L

»e

cil’s decision on UNISON national of-
ficials not condemning the Council out-
right and talking to it behind the
branch’s back.

* Just over a month ago the branch
announced that it would call a. public
meeting before the end of March, but

8o far this has not happened. If it is to
stop derecognition it must be prepared

Trade union members must become involved in the fight for UNISON’s absolute right

to take action.
UNISON and other trade union
members must become involved in the
-fight for UNISON’s absolute right to

. recognition. If the Tories in Brent are

allowed to get away with this, it will set
a dangerous precedent for other Coun-
cil’s who would like to do the same.

Brlan Gardner

“No-one’s got any
stability in their life”

THE BATTLE for ‘union recogni-
tion at Brent highlights the impor-
tance of organising public sector
workers. Brian Gardner spoke. to
Geoff Martin, newly elected Con-
venor of UNISON London Re-
gional Committee about the union’s
future.

The merged union brought workers
together from many different areas, not
only the public and voluntary: sectors

but also industrial sectors such as gas, .

electricity and water. One of the prin-
cipal jobs for the convenor was to de-
velop common themes which would
unite all of the membership.

What were these? .

The key issue was jobs. That brings
in so much: competitive tendering,
short term contracts, use of agency
staff, casualisation. ‘

It is the major political issue. The
feel-bad factor means that many people
don’t know if, in 12 months’ time,
they’ll have a job or not.

The union needed a strong cam-
paign against job insecurity.

Employers claim that short-term
contracts equal efficiency when in
fact the reverse was the case.

“Definitely. In the Health Service,
no-one’s got any stability in their
life, so why are well-qualified
nurses are bailing out of the NHS in
droves. A demoralised workforce
isn’t efficient.”

| don’t see any sign of was the
Labour Party making any real com-
mitment towards repealing many
of the Tory reforms in health and
local government. Labour was
committed to market testing—pri-
vatisation by another name.
Shouldn’t UNISON demand that
under a labour government, all
services be returned to demo-
cratic control?

*Tknow exactly what you’re saying.
At a meeting recently I was banging
on about these Labour councils
who’ve embraced competitive ten-

- dering, and someone who works in

one of the South London boroughs

.got up and said “Embraced it?

They’ve taken it to bed and shagged
it!" Labour had made a very clear
commitment to abolish Compulsory
Competitive Tendering but it still
wanted all councils to tender the
services on a voluntary basis.

UNISON’s progressive policies on
such issues as the minimum wage,
full employment, defence of the
welfare state, were often not ade-
quately promoted or defended.
Was the real problem the fact that
the paid officials were often in ca-
hoots with the Labour bureauc-
racy? How can you in your new job
could make sure that these issues
were placed at the forefront of the
union’s agenda?

Along with a lot of other unions,
UNISON had been willing for far
too long to take a back seat and leave
the modemisers in the: Labour Party
to make the running. This had all got

to change.

UNISON had been established as a
lay-led union and this needed to be
re-asserted continuously.

" Part of the problem is that we do not
at the moment an effectively merged
union.

Why did you support Rodney
Bickerstaffe in the election for
General Secretary earlier in the
year as against other candidates
who were further to the left. The
major broad left grouping .in the
union, the Campaign for a Fighting
Democratic UNISON, which in-
cludes supporters of Socialist Out-
look decided to stand Roger
Bannister, a supporter of Militant
Labour.

“I just thought it was wrong. The
way it was handled allowed Militant
to dictate the terms without any real
consideration about wider issues in
terms of the Labour Party or any-
thing else. It is really dangerous to
ask people on the left in the Labour
Party to vote for someone who sup-
ports running against Laboir.candi-
dates.” o

Is this really the problem? Roger
Bannister is part of the left in the
union and has fought consistently

eoﬂ' Martin ‘
for the sort of policies which he
himself supported.

“We were staring down the barrel of
having a an "’ex"-Tory, as the leader
of the biggest union in the country."
As for backing someone from Mili-
tant, if we did that we might as well
disaffiliate from the Labour Party.

Bickerstaffe has been one of the
better union leaders in terms of
supporting the campaign against
the Asylum and Immigration Bill. lit
an advantage that he can now be
pushed to do things around such
issues?

" “Bickerstaffe is distinct from the

JJ bosses
continue
offensive

LAST October a number of the
workers joined the Transport
and General Workers Union
amidst growing resentment at
casualisation, low pay, appall-
ing health and safety conditions
and being forced to work long
hours with no overtime pay.

The company boss sacked all the
workers who joined the union. Since
the start of the lock-out they have or-
ganised a brilliant campaign.
Throughout the dispute the T&G lead-
ership have offered pitiful support for
their struggle.

After the tribunal ruled in their fa-
vour the workers believed that they
had won their demands. On their re-
turn to work they were instructed to
sign new contracts that enshrined
some of the worst practices from be-

“fore the dispute including no union
recognition, no overtime pay and pay
differentials—the TGWU leadership
advised the workers to sign.

If the trade union movement is to
retain any relevance to workers in the
sweatshops throughout the country it
must show itself to be their staunchest
defenders.

Simon Deville

Photo: Simon Kennedy

rest of the upper echelons of the
union”’.

Your relationship with the CFDU
is now somewhat tenuous.

“The CFDU is never going to break
out of its ex-NALGO ghetto. It is
simply not capable of reaching out
to ex-NUPE and ex-COHSE mem-
bers who were pissed off with Blair
agenda and who were getting ham-
mered day in and day out.

The UNISON Labour Left Network
is going to be a potent force.”

Isn’t it better to have one organi-
sation and try to build outwards?
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all for Merseyside
general strike

THE STRIKE of 500 Liverpool
dockworkers marked six -months of
struggle against Mersey Docks &
Harbour Company (MDHC) with a
militant demonstration and rally
supported by 3000 people—twice
the size of previous demonstrations.
So far the strike has cost largest ship-
ping company to use the docks £4 mil-
lion, through the Merseyside strike
itself and through the impressive soli-
darity action across the world. The dis-
pute continues to gain momentum.
The dockers now aim to link up with
the struggles of the Fire Brig ades Un-

3N
i d

ion, and of local government workers
with plans for a one-day Merseyside
general strike on May 1.

Miners leader Arthur Scargill ad-

dressed the rally, giving his support for '

the general strike.

Lola Onibiyo was warmly received
by the rally when she spoke of 4as-
deportation of her husband Abdul, and
of the threat of deportation faced by her
son Ade.

He has since been deported.

The support and solidarity of work-
ers throughout the country and in docks
across the world conlrasts sharply with

give the strike official backing.

Bill Morris and other T&G leaders
have been prepared to speak at rallies,
but have hidden behind the anti-union
laws when it comes to making the strike
official.

The sizeable delegation from Lon-:

don included workers from JJ fast
foods, and strikers from Hillingdon
hospital. Both have been (or are still)
involved in disputes against casualisa-
tion and super-exploitation, and have
been largely left to fend for themselves
by their own union leaderships.

David Bedford

A good spririted
M demonstration
“Y marched on Stock-
holm’s British
Embassy on March
23, reports Pe-
ter Lindgren.
Chanting “Scabs
Out, Dockers in” —
in English —
seventy dockers
' and other trades
unionists hears un-
ion leaders pledge
to invite Liverpool
dockers to Stock-
_holm’s May Day

appeal against
scabbing and cas-
| ual labour,
i demanding union
rights for Liver-
poof’s dockers, as
" delivered to the
Embassy. That
week the trades un- :
ion paper, with a
circulation of
720,000, carried
two full pages sup-
porting the
Liverpool strike.

NUS sacrificed at Blalr S altar'

George Thompson

TH_E RECENT, NUS Conference
abandoned the fight for free educa-
tion. Rather than demanding grants
and benefits for all equal to their
value in 1979, NUS now wants
cheaper Ioans, and applauds a
graduate tax.

The Labour Students leadership has
blocked the defence of grants from
Tory attacks and has attempted to talk
down students éxpectations of a future
Labour Government: ‘A special Con-
ference last year. defeated earlier at-
tempts by Labour to ditch NUS'’s full
grants policy.

Last month few expected Labour to -

win the Free Education debate. They
won hands down. They also backed
college management’s suspension of
six black members of the Union Execu-
tive at South Bank University and the
victimisation of students fighting the
Asylum Bill at the University of North
London and Kingsway College.

Furthermore they received backing
. to draw up codes up with college
authorities to prevent “extremist” in-
fluence in colleges.

Defeating the well-oiled Labour Stu-
dents machine in NUS is always difficult
with a low level of struggle. Victories

are needed in battles like that fought at
Kingsway. The students’ example in
opposing the Asylum Bill and state in-
terference in their union should have
been championed by all in the NUS.

Leaflets on the first day at Confer-
ence produced by most leftwing
groups had no mention of it. Even
when-a hundred black students from
London protested against their mis-
treatment by NUS leaders, their action
was ignored by left groups. .

The Free Education Campaign,
which mounted the main electoral
challenge from the left must in future
link up with such protesters.

Now it must concentrate on build-
ing up activist groups in colleges to fight

further attacks on student finances and
commit local student unions to fight
for free education.

The danger for the student lefc —
because of obsession with elections at
Conference — is to see defeats there
as the end of the struggle.

British students can make a differ-
ence to policies, just as the French
students did.

We have potentially stronger or-
ganisations.

We need to develop is a tradmon
of struggle—alongside workers: *

demonstration. An -

Women on the Waterfront are organising a women’s doy on April 10. Assemblmg at
1} am at the Strand, Bootle they are planning to march to Seaforth Container Base
for lunch followed by a meeting. For further details contact WOWon 0151 - 207
3388 or write c/o Transport House, Islmgton, k] 8EQ -

Pressure m‘ounts

Rod Marshallv

SIX months on, determined Hill-
ingdon Hospital cleaners are still
continuing their strike against con-
tractors Pall Mall Services, part of
a major conglomerate.

The strike began after workers re-
fused to accept a 20 per cent pay cut.
The strikers say that scabs are now
paid three times more that what pall
mall was prepared to pay to them.

Several thousands joined a February
17 demonstratlon called by UNISON,
the strikers union; Hillingdon's Labour

council have given strikers-full run of .

Civic Centre facilities for food and
fund-raising events. This support is re-
ally welcome — but will not be enough
on its own. Solidarity is needed from

other workers in the health services,
~ by workers employed by Pall Mall and
by other work at Hlllmgdon. mcludmg :

a full one-day stoppage of the entire

hospital. Extra pressure must be puton’

Pall Mall-Services by picketing their
premises and boycotting their hotels.

Such action can force the NHS Trust_'

on Pall Mall

managing the hospital to cancel Pall
Mall’s contract. ‘

Six months into .the strike, the 56
workers have been repeatedly denied
a branch meeting by union officers. At
last month’s UNISON women’s con-
ference officials used the absence of a
formal branch meeting to prevent
strikers from raising discussion about
how UNISON could be supporting the
strike. One striker, Kamla, explained:
“People at the conference, lots of peo-
ple, said this is not the place to com-
plain: it is the place to ask for support.”

Last week, national UNISON offi-
cials visited the picket line. Another

_ striker, Lela, explained: “We think the

UNISON leaders are stopping us hav-

" ing a branch meeting because they are

frightened of what we will do at it. We
are going to pass a resolution calling for

-a national strike against Pall Mall, wage

cuts and low pay. We are going to elect

. our delegates for the UNISON confer-

ences, that is the health conference at
the end of April and the national dele-
gate conference in june. We will force
them to give in to us, just like we did
over making the strike official.”

Hull Council
stops workfare

LABOUR-controlled Hull City
Council has kicked into touch the
Tories plans to force the jobless to
work for their benefits.

The so-called Project Work scheme
is due to be introduced in Hull and
Maidstone on Monday. Hull City
Council was in the frame to provide
work placements.

Hull Trades Council has played a
vital role in co-ordinating voluntary or-
ganisation, trades unions and local MPs
opposed to Project Work. Socialist
Outlook spoke to Nigel Danby, CPSA
branch secretary. -“The. strength and
breadth of opposition to Project Work
has been fantastic”’ explained the trades
council delegate. "

“First Trades Council comes out

Labour may have silenced us in the \\agalnst workfare’ then the TGWU then

Conference hall, but if it gets in Gov-
ernment they won't keep us quiet in
the streets!

West Hull CLP, then Hull CLP. The
Council vote topped it all off. No way
did a Labour council want to be respon-

sible for the introduction of workfare

‘into this country.”

Not only is the Council’s vote a vic-
tory for the left. It shows that the La-
bour Party can still be made to actin the
defence of working class people. Top
stand on the sidelines and write off the
possibility of taking the fight against
project Work into the Labour Party

~would be plain daft.

The fight against Project Work is far

from over for Hull Trades Council. A -

demo is being organised for Saturday
April 13, #meeting in V:ctona Square
at 11 am.

¢ Further details: Phone
Keith Sinclair, Secretary
Hull Trades Council (01482
802050) or Nigel Danby, Sec-
retary CPSA Employment
Service (01482 223171 ex.
365).
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Social democracy in Sout-hern* Europe |

Convulsions of crisis

fering a crisis of identity—nowhere more

so than in Southern Europe.

But the convulsions of crisis should not be mistaken
for death throes. _

In Southern Europe the developments are entwined
with various other factors—in particular the decomposi-
tion of Stalinism, national dynamics, as well as the proc-
ess of European union.

It is undergoing a profound re-composition.

In Greece, the crisis of the social democratic PASOK
party and the legacy of Papandreou is more widely
linked to changes in national politics. Potential splits are

SOCiaI democracy around the world is suf-

In Spain, the PSOE was defeated after a turn to aus-
terity in recent years, but put up a better than expected
showing. The United Left alternative, born out of the
Spanissa€ommunist Party and various left groups failed
to make much headway.

Vincent Scheltiens, editor of the Belgian fortnightly
Rood, looks at some of the reasons behind its difficulties,
including aspirations to replace PSOE as the main left
party and the problem of its relations with the social
movements. _

With the situation remaining unstable, the PSOE will
continue to receive mass support and could soon return
to office. The IU will have to find a way of relating to this

on an increasingly right wing trajectory, leaving the class
struggle Rifondazione Communista party as the only se-
rious left alternative.

The PDS is now tied in with the main bourgeois alli-
ances and the project of European integration. Franco
Turigliatto of the Fourth Internationist magazine Ban-
diera Rossa looks at the effect of the PDS’s turn on the
workers’ movement after the fall of the Dini govern-
ment.

In all three countries, social democracy is going
through a period of flux. But it has not been defeated,
and will continue to play a key role in government and
the workers’ movement. The left must look to how to in-
tervene into these processes to fight the European aus-
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emerging.

process more effectively.
In Italy the PDS split out of Stalinism has developed

terity programme.

Italy: Left at the crossroads

Franco Turigliatto

THE COLLAPSE of all remaining

_distance between the “left” PDS

and the right wing alliance in which
the Alleanza Nazionale (AN) is in-
creasingly dominant has opened one
of the most squalid pages in recent
history.

“The political alliance between the
right and the PDS has had two impor-
tant effects. . :

" Firstly the AN has beengiven legiti-
macy. '

Secondly because the political
agenda and the institutional reforms
were agreed with concessions from the
President and the authority of Fini and
his party, people will draw the conclu-

- sion that the ideas of Fini are legiti-

mate—if not reasonable.

It is not clear what will be the out-
come of the current events. But the
damage has been done. Already the
events constitute a new defeat for the
workers’ movement. .

The latest break in the PDS can only
serve to accentuate the disorientation
of sectors of the masses, generate a loss
of identity for the left and increase the
feeling of powerlessness in the face of
the political games which are beyond
the understanding of most people.

The latest phase of political convul-

- sion comes after the Dini government

imposed pension reforms in which the
PDS and the unions were complicit.
The defeat has precipitated a dramatic
process of demoralisation and depoliti-
cisation.

The beginning of Italy’s six month

‘presidency of the EU has brought a new

and sudden acceleration of the crisis.
The strategies of the PDS and the

Centre Left are now shaken to the roots.

They have realised too:late that they

" have ended up on the slippery slope

from which they can only come out
badly.

Even if a governing alliance be-
tween the AN, the PDS and Forza Italia
proves to be impossible, the road
would be wide open for a heavy elec-
toral defeat for the centre-left and the
strengthening of the AN.

How has the PDS drifted so far off
course? ) ’

Certainly there is the desire by some
leaders to be accepted into government

at any cost. They have been shedding
the last vestiges of their history to
achieve this objective — and then there
is the narrow-mindedness of the leader
who is terrified by the prospect of elec-
toral failure.

But also there is a deeper reason.

The leaders of the PDS have made
themselves constant defenders of the
politics of neoliberalism, supporting

The PDS aim to build a govemment together with Umberto Bossi’s Lega Nord

only because they need to show they
are the best managers of the system, but
also they have internalised the politics
of the market.

For a party that wants to govern - in
whatever name - itis inevitable that this
agenda becomes an obligation. It is
equally inevitable that the PDS having
drifted onto the terrain of economic and
political neo-liberalism will end up

organisation worthy of the name and
the consequences of the political
choices made by the moderate left have
all led to a sense of insecurity amongst
wide sectors of the population espe-
cially workers.

People are anxious about the future
which appears ever more gloomy.
They suffer the hardship of a decline in
living standards, they feel threatened
by the economic

the aims of economic
convergence decided
by the bourgeoisie at
Maastricht. They
have become the
keenest standard
bearers of the desire

We need to give impulse to a third pole based
around the defence of living standards of
workers, the relaunch of an environment

campaign and a democratic vision of soclety

conquests and they
feel undefended,
lacking in the
means to organise
to fight and to in-
fluence events.

for capitalist stabili- .
sation and the destruction of the wel-
fare state.

While Fini is careful to suggest the
need to moMerate in some way the aus-
terity policies and to review Maas-
tricht, the PDS leadership has assumed
the role of custodian of everything the
bankers decided at Maastricht. Not

making concessions in the democratic
sphere. A battle over the electoral sys-
tem is already anticipated.

The tendency of the PDS to sing the
praises of strong government is also
serious because the ideas of the right
could exert an influence on the masses.

The defeats, the lack of a real union

They feel a loss
of solidarity which makes not only sec-
tors of the petit-bourgeoisie and the
underclass feel atomised, but also
much of the proletariat.

In the face of the hardship caused by
this feeling of impotence, the idea of
the strong president is gaining support
amongst some sectors of the popula-

tion.

The uneven road of a weak democ-
racy is transforming itself into a dan-
gerous journey towards more complete
forms of proxy and towards new forms -
of authoritarianism. As we arrive at the
elections the experience of the last
month will weigh like a rock on the
consciousness of millions of workers.

We need a different road. |

We need to give impulse to the con-
struction of a third pole based around
the defence of living standards of
workers, the relaunch of an environ-
ment campaign and a democratic vi-
sion of society.

This is the basis for the relaunch of
an anti-capitalist strategy which will
oppose the neo-liberal politics of the
new government; to join together in the
struggle that shook France a few
months ago; to oppose economic con-
vergence decided at Maastricht—the
screen those who want to destroy the
welfare state hide behind.

Translated from Bandiera Rossa
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For our one-hundredth issue:
a special four-page supplement

Into the

‘hew century

FIVE YEARS after its launch on
May Day 1991, Sodalist Outlook
has reached its 100th issue.
HARRY SLOAN, production
editor and then Editor of the
paper for its first 94 issues,
looks back.

INTERNATIONALISM, anti-ra-
cism and a commitment to fight for
new, socialist leadership in the mass
organisations of the labour move-
ment mark out the distinctive politi-
cal profile of Socialist Outlook.

The first steps from a monthly
magazine towards a fortnightly news-
paper were driven by our agitational
work in opposition to the Gulf War, in
which we published a series of broad-
sheets.

And the new paper drew much of its
inspiration from international issues.
The very first issue carried a front page
supporting the Kurdish struggle for
self-determination: issue 2 carried the
first of what became a consistent series
of analytical articles covering the Irish
struggle. '

Warning against the attempts to bro-
ker a deal involving the British and
Irish governments and political parties
with the exception of Sinn Fein, we
challenged the ‘appearance of consen-
sus’, calling for a link-up between the
left and the Irish community in Britain,
to build an anti-imperialist counter-
weight.

Issue 3 got to grips with the crisis
developing in the former Yugoslavia,
and the line swiftly developed to one
very distinctive as most of the British
left tail-ended the brutal expansionism
of Milosevic’s Serbian regime. Issue 6
carried a detailed article headlined:
“Federal tanks crush the old Yugosla-
via"’, and insisted that:

: LeSIDE o
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Socialist Outlook was formed through the merger of-the- currents around two =

maiazines: International and Socialist Viewioint . X -

“The failure of the Yugoslav model
of ‘socialism’ has led to a struggle
which takes the form of a battle be-
tween national groupings.

“‘But this does not mean that social-
ists can be neutral in the conflicts tak-
ing place. The main feature of the
situation is the drive by the Serbian
leadership in Belgrade under Slobodan
Milosevic to create a ‘Greater Serbia’
by subjugating other nationalities. ...

““The key now to any social progress
in the region is the
fight for Slovene
and Croat inde-
pendence and the
revolutionary
overthrow of the
Milosevic  re-
gime.”

This early line
later developed
into our support
for Bosnia’s right
to self determina-
tion, and our insis-
tence that the goal
to be defended in
Bosnia was not a
‘Muslim state’ but
a multi-ethnic
Bosnia.

Socialist Out-
look, working with
European sections
of the Fourth Inter-
national, backed a

- major solidarity effort delivering aid to

Bosnia targeted on the mining town of
Tuzla. The success of this campaign
was reflected in the front page of issue
49: “Workers Aid Rolls into Bosnia™.

Our paper has also followed and
analysed a wide range of other interna-
tional campaigns and issues, among
them:

@ the collapse of the Soviet Union
and the developing crisis in eastern
Europe;

@ opposing the US intervention in
Somalia;

@ rejecting the wretched ‘peace’
deal signed by PLO leader Arafat es-
tablishing new Palestinian ‘bantus-
tans’;

@ the fight against Indonesia’s use
of British-supplied planes and hard-
ware in their genocide in East Timor;

@ supporting the courageous resis-
tance of the Chechen fighters to Yelt-
sin’s military offensive;

Between the 1987 General Election and the Gulf War 39 issues of e i-monthly,
and then monthly, magazine-format Socialist Outlook were produced - events cheering on

@ opposition to the bloody Nigerian
dictatorship. .

At home, the issues confronted by
Socialist Outlook have of course been
dominated by the unresolved and his-
toric crisis of leadership and perspec-
tive in the labour movement.

It is tempting to regard Tony Blair’s
rightward lurch as something qualita-
tively new: but a look back at our 100
issues reveals many analytical articles
tracing historic parallels between Blair
and Kinnock, and between these latter-
day ‘modernisers’ and the well-known
class traitors of yesteryear.

Our very firstissue, in 1991, warned

that:
" “The change that Kinnockism has
wrought in the Labour Party is drastic.
... One thing that is certain is that the
smug certainties of Kinnockism are
heading to a crash. The next election
will either produce defeat, and Kin-
nock’s replacement, or the most right
wing Labour government ever.”

" Nor have the responses to the right-
ward drift changed that much over the
past five years. In 1991 we analysed the
defeat of Militant’s ‘Real Labour’ can-.
didate Lesley Mahmood in the Walton
by-election, with a warning:

“The candidature was a tactical mis-
take ... Standing against the official
Labour candidate would have made

The first of the newspaper-format Socialist Outlook (left). A major redesign in
e use of a second colour until printing costs rocketed in 1995.

1993 (right) led to

sense if there had been a real chance of
winning. But despite the Militant hype
... there was none. ...

“Walton is an area of particular
strength for Militant, in the most politi-
cally radical city in Britain. 2,000-odd
votes in this highly special situation
does not and cannot translate into the
base for a new party to the left of La-
bour.”

Five years later, our paper took a
similarly critical line
on Arthur Scargill’s
tactics in launching
his ‘Socialist La-
bour Party’, which
we summed up as
‘Scargill’s false
start’.

But while we

have opposed a pre-
mature, ultra-left
break. from Labour,
the pages of Social-
ist Outlook have
been regularly filled
with political am-
munition for social-
ists fighting back
against ‘new real-
ism’ and later
against Blair’s
-‘modernisers’.

Nor has our paper
- stood on the edge of

the efforts of others. We have been
energetic builders of campaigns such
as the fight to defend Clause Four, and
consistently advocated non-sectarian
fighting unity on the left.

And we have always seen the trade
unions as a key component of the nec-

essary fight back for socialist policies. -

Socialist Outlook has carried consis-
tent coverage of the political struggles
and industrial battles that have shaped
today’s trade union movement.

We were there for the big battles,
with the miners, there with the rail
workers; but we were also there for the
tough local battles, like the struggle of
the Asian women at Burnsalls and
other fights.

Our paper was also there to reinforce
the left in union conferences including
the RMT, UNISON and the NUT, as
well as analysing the bosses’ scientific

‘methods of destroying the strength of

unions under the impact of ‘New Man-
agement Techniques’.

Two other themes jump out from the
pages of our first hundred issues: the
fight against racism — both the brute
violence of fascist thugs and the state-
sanctioned violence of the police and
racist laws such as the Asylum and
Immigration Bill; and the struggle to
defend the Welfare State, and in par-

ticular the front-line services of health,
education and social security.

There have been more front pages
opposing racism than any other single
topic since we launched the fortnightly,
and Socialist Outlook has played akey,
pioneering role in highlighting the is-
sue of detention of asylum seekers in
prisons like Campsfield in Oxford-
shire.

Welfare state analysis has included
blow-by-blow coverage of the Tory
NHS reforms (introduced in April
1991), and detailed nalysis of Tory and
Labour Education policies, as well as
support for the growing campaigns
against education cuts driven forward
last year by the FACE campaign, link-
ing up teachers, parents and governors
in a ‘revolt of Middle England’.

Underpinning our line on these is-
sues has been our internationalist oppo-
sition to the consolidation of a bosses’
Europe as proposed in the Maastricht
Treaty, and exposure of its racist and
chauvinist implications as set out in the
reactionary Schengen agreement for a
‘Fortress Europe’ to keep out black
immigrants and refugees.

Equally important has been our
commitment, spelled out from the very
first issue with a pull-out feature on
Lesbian and Gay Liberation, to the lib-
eration and self-organisation of the op-
pressed: women, gays, lesbians, black
people and youth.

The number of contributors over the
years is now well into the hundreds,
many of them comrades from sister
organisations and publications of- the
Fourth International. We value this
strength and variety compared with the
narrow circles which stifle other papers
on the left. '

Of course we are not complacent.
But we are proud that Socialist Out-
look has held high the banner of inter-
nationalism and socialism through
some of the toughest years ever expe-
rienced by the left in Britain.

There is no denying there have been
downs as well as ups. We have gained
and then lost a second spot colour;
been reduced in numbers of pages to
meet a financial squeeze; we have al-
ways been under-staffed and struggled
to meet our deadlines; sometimes peo-
ple didn’t laugh at my jokes, or under-
stand an over-clever headline: but we
have never compromised on our prin-
ciples. .

As we head towards a new century,
we see distinct signs of life and resis-
tance at the base of the labour move-
ment: an election is looming, and new
battles for socialism will need to be
fought, in new conditions. With your
help we can do even better.

Why not join us, and fight with us
for a better future?







