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WHEN even Kenneth
Clarke says Labour is too
obsessed with cuddling up
to the City things must be

really bad.

The Labour Party leader-
ship seems determined to rip
up ever decent policy in ad-
vance of the election.

Chris Smith’s recent state-
ments are indistinguishable
from the Conservative party
front bench. “It is time to get
away” he says “from the ster-
ile battle lines between public
and private”.

So it looks like private fi-
nance initiatives will be here
to stay under a Labour govern-
ment. The battering of health,
education and housing will con-
tinue.

The media have devoted
much space to the internal ri-
valries of Brown, Mandelson,
Smith and Prescott. Tensions
do exist.

But their differences are all
about personal ambition. Not
politics.

Many supported Blair’s re-
moval of Clause 4 because
they thought it a necessary
price to pay to secure the elec-
tion of a Labour government
in order to defend schools, hos-
pitals and pensions.

The decision to abolish free
universal education shows the
direction of the party. Blair
has no regard for the lives of
working class people.

Socialist Labour
Party launch falis
flat

Editorial: page 3

India: Hindu right
forms new
government

Ivory Coast left
fights French-backed
repression

.

All the talk about commu-
nity and stakeholding is hot
air—the obsession with keep-
ing down tax means continu-
ing Tory austerity. Beveridge’s
Welfare State rests on a pro-
gressive taxation system.

The post-war settlement
was flawed in many ways. It
was necessary to fight to de-
fend welfare provision so that
benefits were index linked and
that services democratically
accountable to users and work-

Liverpool docks:

Women of the

Waterfront speak
page 5

Lahour backs Tory welfare melttdown

~

ers.

But the joint anti-welfare of-
fensive by Labour and Tories
now throws even minimal pro-
vision up in the air.

We are told that final deci-
sions have not been made on
removing child benefit from
16-18 year olds.

This cuts little ice where
constituency and trade union
involvement in real decision

making have been seriously un-

dermined.

The recent Policy Forum in
Manchester contained no genu-
ine debate.

If Blair has his way there
will be no democratic discus-
sion on the manifesto—just a
rubber stamping exercise by
plebiscite.

But there is resistance.

The Welfare State Network
organised a picket of Smith’s
surgery the week of his major
speech and held a fringe meet-
ing at the Policy Forum as part

of its weekend of action in de-
fence of the welfare state.

Single issue campaigns
against cuts and closures in
many parts of the country con-
tinue to grow.

In Scotland and Oxfordshire
action against education cuts
has been particularly buoyant.

Socialist Outlook supporters
are fully committed to playing
their part in all these activi-
ties, linking them to the battle
inside the Labour Party.
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POSTAL workers

voted two-to-one in
the ballot for
industrial action
against Royal Mail’s
‘Employee Agenda’.

Despite previous talk of a
series of one-day strikes,
General Secretary Alan
Johnson’s immediate
response was to reduce the
vote to a lever in further
negotiations with
management.

Management answered
with their usual talk of how
strike action would only
endanger jobs. They called
for further talks and raised
the possibility, dismissed by
them earlier, of ensuring
that no postal workers lose
out financially from their
proposals.

Strong support for
action indicates that most
postal workers recognise
that it is not primarily
money which is at stake.
The ‘Employee Agenda’ is
about massive job losses
and destroying the union.

Management wants to
introduce ‘teamworking’
which would require postal
workers to cover all
vacancies and absences for
no extra pay. Each team
would be set a mythical
productivity figure which
could only be achieved by
working flat-out all day,

every day.

Teams would be
expected to deal with any
paper work connected with
the job in their own time. If
all targets were achieved a
monthly bonus would be
paid.

It is this issue that Royal
Mail refuses to budge on.

It took intense pressure
from the union
membership and the rest of
the CWU executive to
force Johnson to break off
previous negotiations and
go to a ballot.

The danger now is that
Johnson will do everything
possible to avoid calling
action, or call the minimum
he thinks he can get away
with, in exchange for minor
concessions from
management.

It will take more than a
ballot alone or even a
series of one-day strikes to
defeat the centre-piece of
managements’ strategy.
Postal workers need to step
up the level of organisation
at both the workplace level
and nationally within the
union to ensure the ballot
victory is built on.

The rest of the labour
movement should be
cementing links now with
CWU branches so they can
provide maximum support
when strike action takes
place.

.......

Greg Tucker, RMT Train Crew
National Secretary

EVERY month sees new parts of British
Rail being given away into private hands.
Whilst Labour continues to fudge on
what it will do in office, rail unions have
proved unwilling to combat the threat
of privatisation directly themselves.
While TSSA plays dead and ASLEF
have settled for acting as an “employ-
ment agency”, an honest broker pro-
viding a service for the new private
companies, the RMT has borne the
brunt of direct attacks on its rights to
organise. But unlike the other unions,
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it has at least tried to find ways to fight
back.

In the latest move, the RMT is pre-
paring for battle over demands by
Train Crew for proper pay and condi-
tions.

Operating companies have had up to
last weekend to respond to demands
for properly booked meal breaks for
Guards and for an | | per cent pay rise
for past productivity, standing separate
from the ordinary annual pay claim.

Progress has been made with some
of the companies over the breaks, pay
is a different matter.

We are demanding of the National
Executive that ballot papers go out ur-

gently and that we open up a campaign
of industrial action.

Our claim is clear - in recent years,
train miles worked and revenue col-
lected by each guard has soared, while
the overall wage bill has actually gone
down. At our recent RMT Train Crew
Conference, delegates from around
the country were forthright - the mem-
bership wants to see action.

Whilst we still demand of any incom-
ing Labour government that they im-
mediately renationalise our industry, it
is clear that we cannot simply wait for
such a change - the time has come to
stand and fight on our own demands.
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Welfare State

Hackney libraries

Eileen Gersh

ANTI-CUTS activists took over Hack-

ney’s Central Library over the Bank Holi-
day weekend. They used itas an organising
centre for a well-supported rally and dem-
onstration protesting against the planned
closure of half Hackney’s libraries.

The protests were organised by the

is London’s poorest borough. Its Labour
council plans to close half its libraries,
claiming that this is the only way to bring
others up to date with new technology.
‘“The Tory government’s cutting of
funds is basically responsible for this deci-
sion”’ explained WSN spokesperson Jean
Lane to a Bank Holiday rally, *‘but the
Labour council should be fighting the Tory
government not imposing its cuts.”

of each issue of Action.
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Organisation:

nionist election ransom

David Coen

AT LEAST part of the reason why
Jjohn Major last February went along
with David Trimble’s demand for
elections in Northern lreland, apart
that is from depending on him to
keep the Tories in power if they lost
their Westminster majority, was
the need to keep the Ulster Union-
ists onside.

“lan Paisley’s Democratic Union-
ists refused and still are refusing to
talk to Sinn Fein. No Unionists: no
talks.

1882

[Source: Irish Times]

JOINTHE
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ﬁ AFFILIATION: £25 unions and Labour Party branches;
£10 pensioners’ and uncmployed groups. Affiliates receive 10 copies

'ﬁ' INDIVIDUAL MEMBERSHIP: £5 (waged): £3 (students, senior
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Send to: WSN ¢/o Camden People’s Centre, 183 Queen’s
Crescent, London NWS5 4DS.

Cheques payable to “Welfare State Network.”

From one election to the next...

Ken Loach, Melvin Bragg, Ruth Ren-
dell and other celebrities supported the
occupation. Libraries and their union,
UNISON, added to support from users,
teachers and local branches of the TGWU
and MSF unions.

The WSN is keeping library closures in
the public eye. Activists are preparing a
lobby of the Council with street stalls.

Welfare State Network (WSN). Hackney -~ Support for the libraries is helping to build

up a wider campaign against other govern-
ment attacks like benefits, pensions, edu-
cation, health and housing.

Campaigners ended the occupation
with a rally and march.

e The WSN is launching a campaign
to defend Hackney’s services. Come
to the Unity Club in Dalston Lane at
7.30pm on Saturday June 10.

1 £5 membership
] £5 for 25 Action

Total enclosed: &
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The method was not one ap-
proved by Trimble and the election
results show why — the UUP,
though still the largest party, lost
ground to Paisley’s DUP.

Any chance the British could
have used the UUP to force Paisley
to the talks on June 10 has also gone
out the window. Their only success
in outflanking the DUP and frag-
menting the Unionist bloc is the
winning of two seats each by the
Progressive Unionist Party and the
Ulster Democratic Party, linked to
the UVF and the UDA respectively.

Both are willing to join the talks,

Forum
sloctions
1808

Manifesto campaign
Network defends for equality launched

Peter Purton, LCLGR

THE ‘Manifesto for Lesbian and Gay
Equality’’ published by the Labour Cam-
paign for Lesbian and Gay Rights
(LCLGR) and launched at a press confer-
ence by UNISON general secretary Rod-
ney Bickerstaffe, is a comprehensive
statement of the changes a Labour govern-
ment needs to introduce if discrimination
against lesbians and gay men in all areas of
life is to be outlawed.

The goal is seen as winnable. Every

single demand in the Manifesto has been
carried by a Labour Party conference - five
times since 1985 - and the vote in favour
in 1994 was 97.6 per cent. Wide backing
exists already - for example, from UNI-
SON and the NUS LGB Conference. The
document is providing the framework for
detailed discussion with Alan Michael
MP, the home office shadow minister with
the lesbian and gay minister.

The Manifesto is also a campaigning
document. LCLGR has no illusion that
Labour in office will rush to overturm a
century of legal oppression in the face of
tabloid homophobia. A couple of days be-
fore the launch, Labour MPs were given a
free vote on ending the ban on homosexu-
als in the armed forces. Eight voted
against and most were away. Tony Blair,
who did speak out on the age of consent
issue in 1994, stated that he was against the
ban - but first the armed forces chiefs had
to be convinced! No wonder LCLGR rec-
ognises it has an uphill struggle to win
backing in the lesbian and gay communi-
ties, where the great majority which hates
the Tories is understandably doubtful of
Labour’s commitment.

Everyone can play their part in making
Labour MPs conscious that they must not
betray these conference commitments to
absolutely basic principles of equality.
LCLGR wants the Manifesto discussed
everywhere in the labour movement. It is
especially keen to explain why the issues
which MPs find “‘difficult”, like fertility
rights for lesbians, artificial insemination
and fostering and adoption rights, are es-
sential to winning equality.

Speakers can be provided. Every CLP
has been sent a copy of the Manifesto.

This is a rare campaign where all wings

of Labour have worked together, in
LCLGR, in pursuit of a principled goal.
Ultimate success depends, however, on
winning active support from all sections of
the labour movement in the run-up to the

election.

* Contact LCLGR at PO Box 306, Lon-
don N35. Copies of the Manifesto available
at 30p each plus postage from the same
address.
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LCLGR has no illusion that Labour in office will rush to overturn a century of legal oppression

though ironically neither is pre-
pared to give up any arms prior to
a deal.

Sinn Fein increased its vote by 55
per cent since the 1992 election,
mostly at the expense of the SDLP,
giving it its highest vote ever.

The purpose of the vote was to
force Sinn Fein to publicly acknow-
ledge its acceptance of an internal
settlement.

in a number of recent speeches,
including an interview with the finan-
cial Times, Gerry Adams has shown
his desire to be flexible. lrish unity
is, in his opinion, a long way off.

An IRA cease-fire is not likely in
the near future. More likely, Sinn
Fein will turn up at the talks on june
10 and demand admittance on the
basis of their mandate. They have
accepted, in advance, that British
withdrawal and Irish self-determi-
nation will not be on the agenda.

With general elections in the off-
ing on both sides of the Irish Sea in
the next year or so, the talks look
likely to drag on without any serious
outcome.

The main hope of the British,
David Trimble, has taken a ham-
mering from the DUP. He is under
no pressure from the Labour Party
about less sympathetic treatment
under a Blair Government. He
knows that the Tories in opposition

will be less restrained about defence
of the Union.

Despite all the choreography
about de-commissioning, the main
obstacle to British success in re-
making the partition settlement of
1921 is not the Republicans but the
Unionists.

Socialists maintain that the six-
county statelet is not reformable.
What the “peace” process is dem-

onstrating once again is that the
British ruling class are incapable of
reforming the British state.

Itis incapable of making the most
minimal concessions in return for
an agreement which would actually
strengthen its position in Ireland by
strengthening partition.

Surely a lesson for reformists
everywhere.

Exeter tangle

Pete Firmin

IN THE rush to keep the parliamentary
party free of anyone who might be re-
motely critical of a Blair government, the
Labour Party has got itself in a twist over
several candidate selections.

The number of cases where there has
been abuse of election procedures has
risen, leaving the NEC to sort out the mess
it has created. In the process any regard for
the constitution has been ignored, as when
they declared that Tory defector Alan
Howarth is eligible for selection despite
not having been a member for two years
as required by rule.

The left has to defend the right of con-
stituency parties to select the candidate of

their choice with no ballot-rigging and no
interference from the national party.
Within that the left should obviously fight
for the candidates they want.

Sections of the left have abandoned this
position over the selection by Exeter CLP
of John Lloyd, a man who has been ‘eco-
nomical with the truth’ about his past when
he gave evidence for the prosecution lead-
ing to the hanging of a member of the
African Resistance Movement in South
Africa. The NEC instructed Exeter CLP to
select another candidate, then deselected
him. The Left needs to be clear - Exeter
CLP should have the right to select the
candidate of its choice, even if Lloyd
should be rejected as an unacceptable
choice.







