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West Bank refugees still behlnd bars

Freedom
Palestine!

As the Madrid peace talks wound down, Israel was bombarding uprising in the territories under Israeli military occupation.
the villages of southern Lebanon, which have seen so much
bloodshed in the past. The Israeli aim is to drive the villagers out,
to widen the size of its northern ‘buffer zone’, the better to prevent
Palestinian commando attacks. At the same time, Palestinians
demonstrating for peace were having their marches broken up,
and were being arrested by Israeli soldiers.

The Palestinians fight back because they have no alternative. Tens
of thousands of young Palestinians have decided that it is better
to die on their feet, rather than live on their knees — in the squalor
and hopelessness of refugee camps policed by Israeli military
thugs.

Whatever is decided in the ‘peace process’, the Palestinians and
their struggle will not go away. There can be no peace without
Palestinian freedom, and no Palestinian freedom without libera-
tion from Israeli tyranny.

The fighting in southern Lebanon - business as usual for that part
of the world - highlights the reality behind the conference
rhetoric. In the past four years there have been more than 1200
Palestinian deaths during the Intifadah — the mass Palestinian




Ty e TR T, s

B b a0 e

O'iTfiook

Home News

Feeble
line on
Telecom
rip-off

LABOUR'’S Industry spokesper-
son Gordon Brown might
denounce British Telecom’s
latest huge profits. But his timid
response —when he knows BT
are raking in more than £100 per
second just highlights the inade-
quacy of Labour’s policies.

The scandal of BT's massive over-
charging ~ and the three billion a
year profits that result —mean that it
is a prime candidate for a popular
Labour campaign for nationalisation.
At a time when Telecom is in the
process of sacking a further 20,000
plus workers, Kinnock's dithering is
adisaster.

Research shows that BT charge
more for practically every service
than their major competitors on an in-
temational level. Even the conserva-
tive Financial Times pointed out that
the monopoly could slash its profits
by a billion and still out-perform its
equivalents. Gladys Birs of the
Telephone Users Group said ‘Cus-
tomers have been robbed left, right
and centre by this monopoly and
some of the vast sums of money
should be ploughed back into provid-
ing a better service.’

Labour’s campaign around the
NHS shows that one of its best
hopes for winning the election lies in
defence of public services. A cam-
paign to take back control of BT,
stop the sackings and reduce char-
ges could be a real vote winner.

And it would provide some of the
funds Labour desperately needs, if it
is to have a hope in hell of im-
plementing any of the (minimal) im-
provements in public investment that
it has promised. But Kinnock’s
desperate rush to the right, dropping
every policy deemed ‘loony left’ by
the tabloids, blinds Labour’s leader
to such obvious facts.

Gordon Brown's call for an inquiry
into BT's profits is all very well. But
what would really bring in the votes —
and the cash Labour will need to
compensate for years of under-fund-
ing of the NHS and other services —
would be an up-front pledge to re-
nationalise Telecom.

Labour Party members and trade
unionists must demand that BT is re-
nationalised with compensation only
in cases of proven need.

And those millions of workers
paying a fortune to make phone calls
should be told exactly what BT does
with its billions —at a time when it is
making thousands redundant.

PHOTO: John Harris

Labour’s new

model Conference delegates, complete with Next suits

Socialists for Labour say

Don’t sit out the general

election camp

by Pete Firmin

Politics in Britain is
dominated by the general
election - it’s not just the
parties’ pre-election spar-
ring.

As for the class struggle, it's
at its lowest level since the
1930s - despite the magnificent
resistance to the Poll Tax. The
Tories’ anti-union laws, com-
bined with the fear of losing a
job, have succeeded in holding
down any fight-back to the
shake-out of the recession -
ably assisted by most union
leaders.

Most workers are looking to
a Labour government to pro-
vide relief from the 12 years of
battering they have taken from
the Tories. After defeats over
jobs, housing, education, the
NHS, social services and union
rights, it is ‘treading water’
until after the election.

But Labour’s leadership has
not only dropped nearly every
‘left’ policy it held and increas-
ingly distanced itself from anti-
Tory struggles over the years. It
has also tried to kill off any idea
that Labour will reverse the
damage, with its well-worn
phrase ‘as the economy allows’.

A Labour victory would still

v

Don't let him put you off!
see the British economy in the
tail-end of a recession. The
Tories have not succeeded in
restructuring British capitalism
— quite the reverse. And given
that Labour has no plans to take
over profitable companies, this
means a long wait!

But, despite Kinnock’s
policies, the Left have to be
strong campaigners for a
Labour vote. Because of its link
with the organised working
class, a Labour vote is the only
one which represents basic
class independence. While a
Labour victory will bring its
own problems, another defeat
by the Tories would be a dis-
aster.

The left shouldn’t sit back
and wait for the election results,

aign!

in the hope that thin%s go the
right way. We may only beable
to affect the vote in a small way.
But we have a major task in
building a campaign which
calls for a Labour vote, but also
raises radical policies which
put workers’ interests first.

We have a duty to warn
against the austerity policies of
an incoming Labour govern-
ment — but also to lay the basis
now for the political opposition
to such sell-outs.

Sacialists for Labour (SfL),
launched earlier this year by
Labour Party Socialists aims to
be such a campaign. Its basic
platform includes rejection of
coalitions; repeal of the anti-
union laws; restoration of cuts
in public services; an amnesty
for Poll Tax non-payers;
unilateral nuclear disarma-
ment; a woman'’s right to
choose and complete equality
for lesbians and gay men.

It already has over 200 spon-
sors from trade union and
Labour Party activists, includ-
ing Ronnie McDonald from the
OILC oil workers’ union, Joe
Marino, general secretary of the
Bakers’ union, Jeremy Corbyn
MP and a number of trades
councils and union branches.

Further sponsors should be

By a special

correspondent
IN A DRAMATIC moment
during the NCU Broad left
AGM on 26 October, the
Chair Ian Cuthbert noticed
that outgoing secretary
Andy Gibb was taping the
proceedings.

When asked to turn off his
tape recorder, Gibb refused
and stomped out of the meet-
ing—and out of the Broad Left.

This set the seal on a split
which had been planned for
months. It was organised by

munist ‘Unity campaign’, the
right-wing faction of the Broad
Left.

The background to their
desertion was the outcome of
the 1990 pay claim. The Kin-
nockite faction of the Broad
Left, which is powerful on the
national executive, was com-
plicit in a sellout pay deal.

As a result, some of their
supporters were opposed by
more militant Broad Left mem-
bers in the national executive
elections, and defeated. Thus
#or the Kinnockite/Eurocom-
munist bloc, the broad left
began to lose it usefulness as

Split in Telecom union Broad Left

an election machine.

Indeed the split in the BL
was engineered by union
general secretary Tony Young,
backed by the majority of NEC
members from the clerical sec-
tion. These people have only
ever used the Broad Left as a
flag of convenience.

The split in the Broad Left
was inevitable. In reality the
NEC is controlled by a Kin-
nockite/right wing (‘Members
First’) alliance.

Their latest sell-out is de
facto acceptance of the appall-
ing redundancy scheme (see
S09), in which BT over-60s

will be forced to retire, and
16,000 voluntary redundan-
cies will be sought.

Few members have any con-
fidence that this many volun-
tary redundancies will be
achieved, and thus compul-
sory redundancy looms.

The split in the Broad Left is
a clarification. The situation in
which militant activists were
in the same union grouping
with Kinnockites and others
who have no intention of fight-
ing was never viable.

It is a first step towards
giving an effective lead to
those who do want to fight.

sought in every area and union
(not just from Labour Party
members), but the campaign
also needs to be built in the
localities. A recent rally in
Manchester attracted several
hundred people.

SfL can link up with a wide
range of single issue cam-
paigns, linking their demands
with a call for a Labour vote.
One of the most fruitful areas
will be around defence of the
NHS. Labour may have gained
the high ground in the pre-elec-
tion arguments, but it is bein,
very careful about its (lack o
commitments. Activists can
link up with campaigns against
opting out, against hospital
closures, and others.

Wherever possible we
should try to get the Labour
Party to make this a part of their
official election campaign. But
such is the mood of not ‘rocking
the boat’, that even on single
issues this will be rare.

The only alternative to hiber-
nation until after the election or
just peddling Labour’s official
policies is to build Socialists for
Labour now.

The SfL national meeting on
November 16 will discuss left
policies and practical cam-
Eaigning ideas. All those in

road agreement with the cam-
paign should be encouraged to
come and bring their ideas.

Socialists for
Labour
National
meeting
Saturday, 16
November, 11-5
Camden Town
Hall, London.

Socialists for Labour can be
contacted c/o 1 Gorefield
House, Canterbury Road,
London NW6

the Kinnockite/Eurocom-
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Pax Americanad in the Middle East?

On the eve of the Madrid peace con-
ference two Jewish settlers from the
West Bank were killed in an ambush.
The Israeli “Defence Force’ swept into
action, barring Palestinians from the
West Bank from Jerusalem, and carry-
ing out their routine ‘search’” and
harassment operations.

Speculation immediately started about
how such an event would ‘harm’ the peace
conference. If it had been two more Pales-
tinian dead, no one would have noticed.
What's a couple of Palestinians more or less,
when more than 1200 have been slaughtered
by the Israeli army during the Intifadah?

The conference is being held because the
US has managed to persuade the Arab
governments that there might be something
in it for them. In the new world order it is
now impossible for right-wing Arab
governments to manoeuvre between the US
and the Soviet Union, as was possible at the
height of the cold war.

To get aid and loans from the IMF and the

Editorial
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manently change the demographic charac-
ter of the West Bank, to make it impossible
to ever become the centre of a Palestinian
state.

Opposition to the peace conference from
Israeli hard-liners like Ariel Sharon makes
it appear that something substantial could
be conceded to the Palestinians. This is a
totally false impression. ‘Land for peace’ is
never going to apply to the Palestinians.
Israeli and its US backers have no interest
in even a Palestinian mini-state on the West
Bank and in Gaza.

The conference is a big diplomatic vic-
tory for the US. By brokering the con-
ference America looks the ‘peacemaker’
and confirms its status as the sole super-
power. Any real concessions are likely to
come from the reactionary Arab govern-
ments, abandoning their limited support to
the Palestinians. Overall, it is the Pales-
tinians who have most to lose.

Most patheticin this charade is the Soviet
delegation led by Gorbachev, acting as the
loyal servants of Pax Americana.

World Bank, and from the US government  Demanding self-determination: the fight goes on The real line up in the Middle East is

itself, close dipl i d with the USi . ; : :
Hse  close diplomaticaccord with fe Lo1s Every day work advances building more Is- clear; a holy alliance against the rights of

vital. . o
Itis possible that Israel could give the Golan raeli settlements on the West Bank. Arab fields ~ the Palestinians to self-determination, under

Heights back to Syria, in exchange for a peace
treaty and recognition of Israel. But the Pales-
tinians will get nothing worth having.

are confiscated and Arab houses bulldozed to
make way for the settlements. The aimis touse
the influx of Soviet Jews in particular to per-

tinian people.

the hegemony of the US. Pax Americana will
offer nothing in the way of justice for the Pales-

Next stop Zaire? French troops en route to the Gulf

First steps towards a Euro-army

By Clifford Smith
Last week the United States gave
its first response to the French
and German proposal for a
European army, in an interview
by the US ambassador in Britain,
Raymond Seitz.

Seitz was not amused. In a non-
too-diplomatic way he told the
Europeans that it was not on.

Why has this proposal come for-
ward, and why are the Americans so
hostile to it? The run up to
December's Maastricht summit
show the race for European
monetary and political union is ac-
celerating.

intemational economic supremacy —
the United States, Europe and
Japan.

Undermined

After the second world war, the
United States towered over the world
economic and political scene. But by
acting as the motor force to rebuild
the shattered European and
Japanese economies, in order to
ward off the threat of ‘communism’,
the US undermined its own long-
term posttion.

While West Germany, the largest
of the European economies, repuilt,
Japan developed high technology in-
dustries based on a low-wage

throws the three way inter-imperialist
conflict into sharp relief. Japan is
buying into US banking and real es-
tate, as well as taking over manufac-
turing firms: there is a tide of anti-
Japanese chauvinism in the US.

To compete with the US and
Japan, the ruling classes of Europe
must go for economic integration.
But economic integration, to be ef-
fective, requires common laws, and
that means poiitical integration.

As the Gulf war showed, political
and economic power are intimately
linked with military power. Because
of its overwhelming dominance
militarily, the United States is able to
partiafly compensate for its declining

ing alliances. For the United States,
the vital question is to maintain the
framework of NATO. NATO has
been the key mechanism for main-
taining the dominance of the United
States in Europe for forty years.
NATO is not just the co-ordination of
national armies, but a political
framework which links European
domestic politics to the US at every
level.

Sinister

The significance of the Gulf war
was that it pointed the direction for a
new revamped NATO under US
leadership. This is an utterly sinister
project - to swivel the gun turrets of

on all key aspects of military and
security poficy it would not go outside
the NATO framework.

But already there is agreement to
create a 10,000-strong European
rapid deployment force. But will it be
inside, or outside of NATO control?
A compromise the US could accept
is control by the Westem European
Union, on which the US is repre-
sented.

The function of the deployment
force is itself likely to be intervention
in the third world. Over the past few
weeks French and Belgian
paratroopers have been imposing
‘order’ in Zaire. It is a sign of things
to come.

ith weak trade union or-  €conomic position. NATO ‘southwards', againstthethird ~ For the left, a Euro-army is in no

New world order 2000 ¥ ’ Ee blo {0 2 NATO amy. Itis
: ganisation. : world. way preferableto a army.

The long-term crisis of intema- Deadly dynamic The problem is precisely that the ~ one more sign of the shape of an

The basis for European capitalist
integration is the new shape of the
‘world order’. This is not so much a
question of the collapse of the
Stalinist states, but the decline of
absolute US economic dominance.
Today there are three contenders for

tional capitalist profitability has hit
US manufacturing industry par-
ticularly hard. Japan now equals the
US ingnanufactured goods. But the
United States still has by far the big-
gest national economy.

The crisis in eastern Europe

The idea of a Euro-army has a
deadly dynamic. In alf of preceding
capitalist history inter-imperialist
competition has led to war.

The rapid decline of the ‘common
enemy’ — the military power of the

USSR - puts in question all preced-

Europeans and the Japanese know
exactly whatthe US s doing; but until
now the Europeans have feared a
direct confrontation with Bush and
Baker. During the Gulf war the Ger-
man government in particular gave
cast-iron guarantees to the US that

integrated capitalist Europe — an un-
democratic ‘fortress Europe’ which
offers nothing positive for the work-
ing class, immigrant workers, or the
oppressed. The left must demand -
no to NATO, no to European
militarism!
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Anti-fascists combat threat
from far right

by lan McLarty

Pickets besieged a fascist
papersaleinBrick Lane, East
London on October 20. The
area has a large Bangladeshi
community and has seen an
increasing number of racist
attacks in the last 18 months.

The picket, called by Anti-
Fascist Action (AFA) to high-
light the increased threat posed
by fascism in Britain, attracted
more than 300 supporters. The
pickets outnumbered the fas-
cists by more than two to one,
despite the British National
Party (BNP) national event in
London thesame weekend. The
fascists had to leave under
police protection.

AFA has now called a Na-
tional Demonstration Against
Racist Attacks on November 10.
This has replaced AFA’s usual
anti-fascist protest on
Remembrance Sunday, in
recognition of the need for a
response to the rising tide of
racism in Britain. The
demonstration has attracted
wide support from trade union

branches, trades councils and
Labour parties. As the first na-
tional demonstration against
the far right in many years, it is
particularly important that the
event is a success.

Fascists are planning to stand
in at least 60 seats at the next
election, and activists are now
planning a broad based cam-

paign to isolate the candidates.’

The campaign also aims to ex-
pose far right ideas inside the

LGO has a long tradition of fighting for equal pay

workers movement,
ensuring that any at-
tempt made to gain
legitimacy through
the elections is ex-
posed.

Such a campaign
would need to recog-
nise the self-organisa-
tion of black people
and their self-defence
as a positive develop-
ment rather than an
obstacle. Potential
support for such a
campaign is broad,
particularly among
those threatened by
fascism — the black
community, lesbians
and gay men, trade unionists.

It is only such a campaign
that can have the numbers and
authority to prevent the in-
timidation of whole com-
munities caused by fascist mar-
ches. This is what is necessary
to deny the extreme right the
platforms they abuse and the
‘democracy’ they deny to
others.

How will ‘super-union’

uphold women'’s rights?

by Gail Squires (E.Mids
Rep, NALGO Women’s

. Committee)
NALGO, the local govern-
ment workers union, is
Britain’s third largest trade
union, organising white col-
lar workers in the public ser-
vices.

Of its 750,000 members,
about 500,000 work in local
government, with the rest
working in the NHS, gas,
electricity, water and univer-
sities. Over 50% of NALGO's
membership are women.

The proposed merger with
the public employees’ union
NUPE and the health union
COHSE would bring a further
million women into the new
union. But despite the oppor-
tunities this creates, there are
also potentially major setbacks.

Since 1987 NALGO hashad a
clear policy of promoting self-
organisation for women, black
members, members with dis-
abilities and lesbians and gay
men. It is generally recognised
as one of the most progressive
unions on the question of equal
opportunities.

Women in the Unions
Conference

23rd November
10-5
Wesley House, 4 Wild Court, London wcCl

OOV PRPTIOIEIS erennens e
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But there is no cause for com-
placency. The right to self-or-
ganisation for women and
other oppressed groups within
NALGO has been a hard-
fought battle. There have been
many pitfalls along the way for
activists campaigning forrepre-
sentation and structures based
on self-organisation.

In 1989 NALGO held its first
national conference for women
members. Demands were
placed upon the leadership to
implement its decisions. These
included proposals around the
National Women’s Committee
and other structures to organise
and represent women in the
union. It also demanded the
right to a direct input into
NALGO’s annual conference.

NALGOQO’s conference en-
dorsed these proposals. But the
leadership refused to imple-
ment them, continuing to refer
to the Women’s Committee as
the Women'’s Rights Commit-
tee!

Two years on, some progress
has been achieved, but much
remains to be done. The
Women’s Committee is reluc-
tant to confront the union
leadership, attracting criticism
from rank and file activists.

But there have been positive
developments. Structures rep-
reserting women at all levels
: crzad tc many districts

mave :

and branches. Dis-
trict conferences
have been en-
couraged to elect
representatives to
the Women’s Con-
ference.

NALGO has a
reputation as a
progressive union,
often aligning itself
with left unions

The new union will have over 00,000 women

such as MSF and the pealth workers

NUM. But its
leadership is per-

meated by ‘new realism’. So the
leadership has tried to turn the
proposed merger to its own ad-
vantage. This affects theright of
oppressed groups to self-or-
ganisation, with consultation
documents clearly aiming to
undermine previous gains.

Far from reinforcing the self-
organisation of women in the
new union, the proposals at-
tempt to replace this right with
the notion of ‘proportionality’-
reserved seats and quotas.

Proportionality itself should
not be opposed, even ifitis a
tokenistic gesture if imple-
mented in isolation. But it
would be a major defeat if it was
allowed to replace self-or-
ganisation.

The leaderships of NALGO,
NUPE and COHSE clearly
prefer their committees to ‘look
good’ when it comes to

women's representation, rather
than enable women members to
organise an effective lobby in
the union.

Attacks on workers in local
government, the NHS and else-
where in the public sector have
had a disproportionate effecton
women workers. Women over-
whelmingly comprise the low-
paid, part-time and temporary
sectors of the workforce.

Improvements in conditions
directly affecting women have
proved almost impossible to
win in the current economic
climate. Most concessions have
been forced on employers by
market factors and changes in
the composition of the
workforce.

Now more than ever, women
in NALGO need a strong voice
to challenge the employers’ of-
fensive and new realism in our
union.
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Carnage

In

Belfast

By Liam Mac Uaid

An atmosphere of terror is
enveloping Belfast and
many other towns in the
North of Ireland. A wave of
nakedly sectarian murders
reminiscent of the period
from 1972 to 1976 seems to
be claiming more innocent
victims every day.

The loyalist murder gangs
have a long history of murder-
ing Catholics simply because of
their religion. It is now largely
undisputed that their campaign
in the 1970s was conducted
with the active cooperation of
the British intelligence services
with the intention of terrorising
the nationalist population.

What has changed is that a
group within the RUC is pass-
ing what is sometimes
described as ‘low grade
intelligence’ to the loyalist ter-
rorists about people with con-
nections to the Republican
movement. Murder is made
much easier with a photo, ad-
dress and car registration num-
ber of a potential target.

The second significant
change is that a new leadership
has emerged within the Ulster

Defence Association (UDA)
and the Ulster Volunteer Force
(UVF). They are better or-
ganised, and have clearly
decided to embark on a
prolonged campaign of mur-
dering Catholics.

The Ulster Freedom Fighters
(UFF), a legal front-organisa-
tion for the UDA, have stated
that everyone attending Gaelic
Athletic Associationsporting or
social events is now a
‘legitimate target’.

The response of the
Republican organisations has
not been good. The Irish
People’s Liberation Organisa-
tion (IPLO) has been meeting
sectarian murder with sectarian
murder, walking into bars fre-
quented by Protestants and
shooting anyone to hand.

With the increased effective-
ness of the loyalist killers, a
Catholic is usually murdered,
tit-for-tat, within a matter of
hours. Such gangsterism has
nothing in common with the
Republican movement’s anti-
sectarian traditions, and has
still less to do with socialism.

Meanwhile, the IRA’s
military campaign has been
deterioratingintoadventurism.

Bombs have been left on Protes-
tant estates, and Protestant
businesspeople have been
killed on the grounds that they
were supplying goods to the
British army or RUC.

That the IRA is more isolated
from the civilian population
now than at any time in the last
15 years is demonstrated by a
report in a West Belfast local
paper, ‘The Anderstown
News’. In this, an SDLP council-
lor called on anyone with
knowledge of the identities of
theIRA members in a car which
killed a local man, to pass it on

Bigots unite against
sex education

An interesting, if unsurprising, feature of
Northern Irish society over the past 20 years is the
unity of Catholic and Protestant bigots on matters
sexual. JOHN MAGEE, from People’s Democracy
— the Irish section of the Fourth International -
looks at the issue. This article originally appeared
in An Reabhloid, the bi-monthly journal of PD.

THIS unity surfaces every
time there is a suggestion
that people in Ireland should
havethe opportunity tobeas
informed about sexuality as
other European peoples.

It matters not what the inten-~
sity of sectarian conflict may be
on other issues. Nothing is al-
lowed to stand in the way of the
blessed crusade to keep the
populace ignorant.

While Catholics are gunned
down on a daily basis by
Loyalist murder squads, the
Catholic hierarchy and Ian
Paisley’s Free (sic) Pres-
byterians are mounting a cam-
paign against the opening of a
Brooke Advisory Clinic in Bel-
fast.

The opening is at the invita-
tion of the local Health and So-
cial Services Board. It reflects

pregnancies, and the basic fac-
tual ignorance that many
young people displayed about
how their bodies function.

It was recognised that these
same young people were the
last to seek advice from their
family doctors or the statutory
agencies. The hope was that an
independent voluntary agency,
guaranteeing confidentiality,
would be able to reach these
young people.

The religious approach to sex
education in Ireland is to deny
sex exists, or to surround it with
a fog of nonsense. A recent sur-
vey of teenage schoolstudents
in County Cork gave a disturb-
ing insight into what children
are taught.

Teenagers said how they had
been told by a priest that a girl
could begome pregnant by sit-
ting on a boy’s knee. The survey
also revealed that 70 per cent of

their class who had become
pregnant.

Another survey examining
the attitudes of Irish women
who seek abortion revealed that
the main reason those women
chose abortion was their ‘fear
and shame’ of having a child
outside marriage. It also
showed that young Irish
women who became pregnant
outside marriage felt isolated in
having to cope with the situa-
tion alone.

The ‘progressive’ wing of the
church, if such be possible, of
course admits the need for sex
education - but only as a
preparation for marriage.

The coordinator of the Mar-
riage and Family ministry in the
Catholic diocese of Down and
Connor, covering the greater
Belfast area, claims that ‘sex
education’ should be properly
called ‘education for love’ and
is ‘much more than information
or facts’. He wants sex educa-
tion ‘within the framework of
the Christian vision of human
life and sexuality’!

It is this same ‘vision” which
seeks to terrorise Irish women.
That which energetically
mobilised all the dregs of Irish
society to prohibit §ivorce in

~

to the RUC.

In a development which
seems almost calculated to in-
crease their isolation from the
youth, the IRA have begun a
campaign of kneecapping sup-
pliers of cannabis, LSD and
Ecstasy in Belfast. Earlier this
month, Republican News carried
a full page article on the evils of
these drugs, and the iniquities
that occur at the ‘raves’ where
they are consumed.

TheIRA is right to assert that
the people supplying these
drugs are open to manipulation
by the state. The only way in

which unemployed youth can
pay for the habit is to turn to
crime against working class
communities.

But all that is being offered to
the youth are moralistic ap-
peals, more worthy of a priest.
All that is expected of the com-
munities that are affected, is
that they sit at home and cheer
on the IRA volunteers when
they firebomb a pub in which
cannabis has been sold.

The imperialist offensive rep-
resented by the Brooke talks,
the nightly slaughter, the isola-
tion and aimlessness of the
Republican movement, all
bring to mind the low point of
the mid-1970s.

These are dark days in the
Irish national liberation strug-
gleand, at the moment, it is dif-
ficult to see what will be the
issue to draw the anti-im-
perialist masses back into active
politics. What is certain, is that
with its present political orien-
tation, the Republican move-
ment will not be able to break
out of this vicious spiral.

Sex is definitely not his cup of tea

but the ‘information or facts’ that
would allow women to make
an informed choice.

A campaign has been set up
by socialists and feminists to
support the Health Board’s in-
vitation to the Brooke advisory

community groups urging sup-
port for this initiative. Letters
supporting the Health Board’s
decision should be sent to: Dr.
Gabriel Scally, Director of
Public Health, Eastern Health
and Social Services Board,
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