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As the general election ap-
proaches the Tories are
starting to play the racist
card. A new offensive
against ‘illegal” immigrants
is under way, and a new
racist Asylum Bill is being
pushed through.

Police and immigration of-
ficers are staging spectacular
mass raids on workplaces to
net low-paid black workers
for deportation.

The Asylum Bill is aimed
at the relatively small num-
ber of refugees who enter
Britain each year, making it
harder for them to come into
the country, and easier to
quickly deport them
without right of legal appeal.

The aims of the Bill are
racist through and through.
It will add another weapon
to the battery of immigra-
tion laws to keep black
workers out and harass
those who are here.

Racism and fascism are on
the increase throughout
Europe; but it is more than
ever necessary to fight back
against state racism. A first
opportunity is to get a big
turnout on the demonstra-
tion against the Bill on 18
January.

@ Asylum Bill, Le Pen vist,
see page 2




PRSI i
[3

PP SRR Y
Ot

3
%,
P
p

OK

Home News

After Le Pen protests

Step up the
anti-racist struggle

HUNDREDS of anti-fascist
demonstrators turned out to
grotest at the arrival of

rench fascist leader Jean
Marie Le Pen in Britain on
December 5.

Le Pen, invited by the fascist
group of the European Parlia-
ment, met with Tory MPs dur-
ing his visit. The meeting was
organised by the Tory fringe
group ‘Western Goals’, which
has been associated with such
figures as Roberto d’Aubuis-
son, chief of the death squads in
El Salvador.

The Tory MPs remained
anonymous - but Le Pen was
quite happy to attract more
publicity for his new, clean-cut
image. The neo-nazi leader in~
sisted that his party was not ‘ex-
tremist’, but ‘democratic and
republican’.

But the grey suits didn’t cut
much ice with the thousand
demonstrators who had ga-
thered outside his hotel. A
broad spectrum of the left and
anti-racist organisations came
together to makeit clear that the
LePen’s racistideas are not wel-
come in Britain.
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the left.

club scheme.

by me in writing,.

bank.

onthe ..o dayof.
1991 and thereafter every month until countermanded

300 Club

Put us on your
Xmas listl

Have a good Christmas, win £50 and help build

Socalist Outiook was launched on May Day. In just
seven months we have carved out a unique role on
the left. We think that our coverage of the crisis in the
‘Communist’ bloc, the new capitalist Europe and the
rise of European fascism have been unparalled on

Now not only can you get the best in political ideas
from Socialist Outlook, you can also win exciting cash
and other prizes in our revolutionary fundraising 300

For just £5 a month — less than the price of a pint of
beer a week (if you live in London) — you get the
chance to win £50 in our monthly draw. In addition
you can bask in the knowledge that you have helped
Socialist Outiook to continue making life difficult for
the capitalists and the New Realist right-wing.

Get your form in right away to make sure you are
entered for the next £5C pay out.

in December the first prize of £50 went to P. Cooper
and S. Grant won second prize.

Please include me in the Socialist
Outlook 300 club

My full pame ... —
My bank sorting code .........ooooiiiiiii
My account NUMDbET .......oviiiiiiii e
My address ..ot

Please pay to the Co-operative bank PLC 78/80 Cornhill,
London EC3V 3NJ (sorting code 08-02-28) for the
account of Socialist Outlook Supporters fund (account
number 70186297) the sum of:

................................................................................ (inwords)
............................................................................... (infigures)

............................. {month)

Please complete and return to Socialist Outlook, PO Box
1109, London N4 2UY. Do not send directly to your

But the French nazi’s depar-
ture does not mean that anti-
racists can relax. Both the Brit-
ish far right — in the form of the
BNP and the NF - and the racist
Asylum Bill mean that thereisa
growing threat to black people
in Britain.

Since the Asylum Bill came
in, police have launched a sys-
tematic campaign of harass-
ment of black workers.

Hundreds of police stormed
into a factory in Mitcham, South
London, accompanied by im-
migration officers. More than
60 workers were arrested; over
20 were still in custody a week
later.

Workers in the factory made
itclear that it was black workers
who were picked on. The next
police target was cleaners at ac-
countants Price Waterhouse.
The racist tabloids cheered as
more low paid black workers
were hauled away.

Nazi in a grey suit— Le Pen

Now anti-racists are fighting
back. A call has been launched
for a national demonstration
against the Bill by a range of
MPs, trade unions, student and
anti-racist groups. All socialists
and anti-racists need to start or-
ganising now.

We need thousands on the
streets in January, telling the
Tories loud and clear that we
won't sit back as they do the far
right’s dirty work.

for asylum.

faster.

ments.

® It removes refugees’ right to free legal help.
® Councils won't house refugees’ families Wfl
ing for a decision on their applications.

® [t will be more difficult for refugees to get to Britain — airlines
will be fined if they bring in refugees without travel docu-

What is the Asylum Bill?

@ It shortens to jusi 48 hours the time refugees have to apply

@ It means that refugees can be thrown out of the country much

ile they are wait-
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Stop the
Tories’
Asylum
Bill!

Demonstrate
January 18,
Tpm
Embankment
fube, London

Socialist Outlook
rally success

THREE HUNDRED people
packed Kingsway College
in North London for Social-
ist Outlook’s rally ‘Social-
ism in the new world
order’on November 29.

The rally was addressed by
Fourth International leader Er-
nest Mandel, Salim Vally of the
South African organisation
WOSA and Rebecca Flemming
on behalf of Socialist Outlook.

The speakers outlined how
the collapse of the Soviet
Union as a world power,

together with the imperialist
victory in the Gulf War, was
reshaping international poli-
tics.

Salim Vally explained how
the ongoing struggle in South-
ern Africa formed an integral
part of US imperialism’s plans.
His speech is reprinted on our
centre pages.

Both Vally and Ernest Man-
del stressed how the new
world order, portrayed as the
forward march of ‘western
democracy’, in fact meant re-

pression and starvation for
millions, particularly in the
‘third world’” and eastern Eu-
rope.

Both speakers stressed the
continued relevance of revol-
utionary socialism, the only
current based on the self-or-
ganisation of the workers and
oppressed.

Activists at the rally, Social-
ist Outlook’s largest public
event of the year, donated
more than £700 in a collection
to support the newspaper.




Home News

Martyrs to the
witch-finders
generdl

THE EXPULSION of Terry Fields and Dave
Nellist, together with the removal of Ken Capstick,
the democratically-elected candidate in
Hemsworth, marks a new stage in Labour’s

witch-hunt.

These bureaucratic assaults are not just directed
against Militant, but are aimed against all
dissenters. As MARK JONES argues, Kinnock’s
attempt to rule the party with an iron grip, erodes

the very foundations of democracy in the labour

movement.

Ken Capstick was the
NUM'’s nomination as PPC
for Hemsworth, and he had
an unassailable majority in
party branches and affiliated
unions.

InSunderiand North, thereis
a potential re-run of
Hemsworth. There, Billy
Etherington, also a prominent
NUM left winger is threatened.

This police method was
taken to absurd lengths in Wal-
ton, where official spies were
photographing for their hit-
lists.

In Brighton a dossier has
been produced which lists
dozens of active, long-standing
party members.

They are accused of being
supporters of this or that cur-
rent. There is little pretence at
accuracy or truth in this list.

The two Brighton Labour
Parties were suspended purely
for defending those Councillors
who had fought the ’oll Tax. At
first, only 25 Brighton members
were to be suspended.

But when Joyce Gould
reported to the NEC she circu-
lated a piece of paper for any
further names to be added -
without any pretence to an in-
vestigation!

In Bedford, a number of

o a

alng Wi

councillors face discipline pure-
ly for supporting Labour Party
policy and opposinga local pact
with the Liberal Democrats.

In Lambeth, 13 Councillors
were suspended from their
Labour Group by the NEC for
opposing cuts, poll tax and the
Gulf War. The remaining 27
Councillors were twice forced
to meet behind locked doors
and threatened by Larry Whitty
that if they did not accept the
suspensions, they too would be
disciplined.

The activities bring to mind
Matthew Hopkins, the seven-
teenth century ‘witchfinder
general’. But in reality the Kin-
nockite bureaucrats have more

Kinnock’s witchfinder gneral: Larry Whitty

i common with the methods
refined by that other
bureaucratic current inside the
workers’ movement —Stalinism
(indeed many of today’s
bureaucrats received their
training in manipulation, un-
principled manoeuvre and
semi-gangsterism in the Com-
munist Party).

Every Labour Party member,
whatever their political stance
or affiliations, must help call a
halt to bureaucratic suppres-
sion of the right to dissent. We
must demand the right of free
expression of ideas in the party.

If democracy is to have any
meaning, it must include the
right to organise around a point

th dozens more

of view, circulate resolutions,
publish broadsheets, and build
up support for different views.
A new fight for ‘glasnost’ and
socialist democracy in our own
movement, including centrally
the trade unions, must be
launched. Labour Darty
Socialists must campaign for its

. Charter of Democratic Rights in

the labour movement.

The forces in the existing
Campaign Against the Witch-
hunt are growing, but we must
reject those who wish to aban-
don this fight when it has just
begun.

To give up would be tan-
tamount to abandoning the
labour movement itself to the
mercies of the bureaucrats. Nor
is the campaign helped by the
refusal of some currents, includ-
ing the Militant itself, to build
the broadest unity.

In the coming election,
despite all the outrageous
witch-hunting attacks of Kin-
nockism, the maximum Labour
vote is needed to defeat the
Tories. A Labour victory,
despite Kinnock’s proc-
capitalist programme, could
remoralise and re-mobilise
central sections of the labour
movement.

But now Dave Nellist and
Terry Fields have beenex pelled,
they under coming under heavy
pressure from local activists to
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stand against Labour. Fields has
already announced his inten-
tion to stand, and Nellist will
almost certainly stand as well.

Their candidacies could find
a wide echo of support inside
the labour movement, way
beyond the ranks of the or-
ganised hard left. But for these
candidacies to be worthwhile,
they must seek endorsement in
their local labour movements,
and they should campaign for
the widest possible backing
within the official labour move-
ment, on a national and local
basis.

Now is not the time to declare
a global alternative to Labour,
and adopt a generalised policy
of standing against official
labour candidates. But these
two exemplary candidatures, if
the campaign was conducted on
the basis outlined above, could
mobilise large numbers of
votes, and Nellist at least could
be elected. It could be possible
to strike a real blow against the
witch hunt through these cam-
paigns. If either of the two are
elected, they should demand
admission into the PLP, as the
real representatives of Labour
voters.

Whatever the outcome of this
sorry affair, the responsibility
must lie squarely on the
shoulders of Kinnock and the
New Realists.

benefits?

Even the Co-op has joined
the rush to open its super-
markets on Sundays, its
directors claiming they have
to stand up to the competi-
tion. Sainsbury’s, Tesco's,
Safeways are all joining the
law-busting rush.

While shop workers have
long complained about Sun-
day opening, and the trend to
longer opening hours on week-
days, many workers see it as a
boon.

The reason is obvious. For
the vast majority of workers,
starting at 8.30am or 9am, and
not finishing until at least 5pm,
there are numerous difficulties
in shopping, going to the bank
or building society, and
generally coping with the in-
creasing burden of household
administration which workers
face.

Office workers generally
have it easier. An hour at
lunchtime, with offices near
shops and banks, gives an op-
portunity to dash out and save
some time.

1ISDAW chief Garfield Davies v

Most manual and factory
workers, stuck out in industrial
estates, don’t have that luxury.
" The problem for factory
workers is worsened by the
long hours of overtime, with
millions still working on Satur-
days to make ends meet.

Thus it is easy for the big
retailers to set workers inter-
ests against one another. To
millions it appears obvious
they should be able to go to the
shops on a Sunday, and op-
ponents of Sunday opening
seem old-fashioned or
religious nutters.

Thebasic problemisthelong
hours wor&qed by millions of

Sunday trading - who

workers in Britain.

Many white collar local
government workers work a
37.5 hour week (outside Lon-
don) or 36 hours (London).
Lots of other clerical and ad-
ministrative workers have a 35
hour week. Even if they total
millions of workers, they are
still the small minority.

Low-paid shop workers
shouldn’t be asked to work
astronomic hours to make it
easier for others. Socialists
should oppose Sunday open-
ing in the present conditions.

This is particulalry true be-
cause of the changes which
have taken place in retailing.
Shop-work has been massively
casualised and de-skilled. Part-
time and casual working is be-
coming the norm, makin
unionisation even more dif-
ficult. Pay rates are horren-
dously low. And shop union
USDAW is notorious for its
lack of serious efforts at
unionisation and fihgting on
basic issues of pay and condi-
tions.

In a socialist society the

answer would be immediate
shorter working hours for
everyone, with a lot more free
time to get on with living. But
even in the initial stages of a
socialist society, theidea of one
or two days a week where most
people didn’t work is a good
one. Shift workers know that
having free time when all your

family and friends are working
makes socialising a lot more
difficult.

Socialists should oppose
Sunday opening even in the
festive season. It means work-
ing longer, consuming more
products of the capitalist
Christmas spectacle. Not our
idea of a socialist Christmas!
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behind the headlines

By Rebecca Flemming
AIDS has clambered back
into the headlines over the
last few weeks. But the coin-
cidence with World Aids
Day was largely by chance.

It was dragged into the
limelight again by its involve-
ment with famous individuals
than the needs of the millions
around the world who are, and

will be, affected by the disease.
The announcement of the US

basketball megastar Magic
Johnson that he had tested HIV
positive has had a particular
impact in putting heterosexual-
ly transmitted HIV back on the
West's agenda.

Immediately after Johnson’s
press conference the Centre for
Disease Control in Atlanta, and
the San Francisco AIDS Foun-
dation reported a tenfold in-
crease in calls.

Free condoms

His strong advocacy of con-
doms is thought to have
provided the final push in get-
ting free distribution
throughout the New York
public high school system.

Martina Navratilova’s com-
ments that Johnson has been
categorised among the
“innocent’ victims of AIDS are
particularly poignant. He has
received a very different
response to his revelations than
she would have had.

The British media’s reaction
to the death of ‘self-confessed
bisexual’, but nevertheless
talented and famous, Freddie
Mercury bears this out. “Why
There’s Nothing Courageous
About Dying of AIDS’ the Eve-
ning Standard was at pains to
explain. Others simply ignored

the less palatable aspects
Johnson has repeated in all his
interviews that he s ‘as straight
as they come’.

He says he caught the virus
from a woman in his, promis-
cuous bachelorhood. She has
been portrayed as the guilty
party. Despite the fact that it is
much easier for a woman to be-
come infected through
heterosexual contact with a
man than vice versa. There are
no completely confirmed cases
of female-malesexual transmis-
sion.

Triple standard

Johnson has not wrought his
magic on the sexual triple
standard, but reinforced it. The
promiscuous heterosexual man
is an envied stud, while the
sexually active woman is a
depraved slut, a notorious
spreader of disease, and the
‘rampant homosexual’ — of
either sex — is even worse and
probably emotionally crippled.

This one-way transmission
significantly contributes to
women being the group in
society with the fastest increas-
ing incidence of HIV. In New
York AIDS is the number one
killer of women between the
ages of 24-29, and the majority
of fatalities are black or latino.

Poverty

Poverty is the driving force
behind these shocking figures.
The poverty which underlies
much prostitution and drug
use, which makes being willing
to accept punters that refuse to
use condoms a much more im-
mediate question of survival
than the risk of HIV infection,
and which puts adequate
healthcare out of reach.

A healthcare system which
consistently discriminates
against women and black
people — no women or black
people were included in early
test programmes of drugs such
as AZT.

There is also a refusal to see
HIV and AIDS as a gendered
issue. To do so would involve
an exploration of the difficult
and dangerous arena of
women’s sexuality.

Male sexuality, including in
relation to other men, seems
easier to deal with in some
quarters thanany form of active
female sexuality. The fact that
dental dams have only just
begun to be available amply
demonstrates the point.

The threat of HIV and AIDS,
to children rather than to
women, has been used to cir-
cumscribe still further women’s
sexual and bodily self-deter-
mination.

Sterilised

Women, particularly in the
Third World, are being forcibly
sterilised under the pretext of
the risk of infection to any
babies they might have.

In East Timor this strategy is
being consciously used to con-
tinuethe government’s strategy
of genocide against the in-
digenous populations. In the
West, the farright haveused the
issue in their moral crusade
against the gains of the
women’s and lesbian and gay
movements.

The fact that in Britain we

have not witnessed as many
deaths as in the US is no reason
for complacency. Rather the
reverse, it means an added
responsibility to act now.

Facing the

By Matt Gibbons and G.
Anderson (Chair,

Beacon AIDS Trust)
WITH AIDS cases predicted to in-
crease tenfold over the next eight
years, we are facing ahealth crisis
that is unprecedented in the
modern era. What action is taken
now to face this challenge will af-
fectthe lives of people for genera-
tions to come.

In Britain the crisis is set to esca-
late. The situation is made even
worse by government negligence and
inaction, at the cost of thousands of
lives. As a direct result of Tory
policies, health care services and
education around AIDS and HIV in-
fection are being cut.

AIDS challenge

Discrimination against people
tested HIV antibody positive is
widespread. In the workplace, in
housing and in health care. GPs are
often reluctant to take on HIV positive
patients and many dentists refuse to
treat such people.

Safe sex information for gay men
is often censored or obstructed. A
leaflet produced by the Terence Hig-
gins Trust has been considered for
prosecution because of its plain lan-
guage and illustrations.

Still there is blame attached to
people. These ideas are grounded in
homophobic prejudices, fuelled not
only by Tory laws like Section 28, but
also by the hysterical response of the
tabloid press to AIDS and HIV.

Meanwhile drug companies cash
in and profit from the crisis. The
Welicome Foundation which

- the dole.

produces the drug Retrovir (AZT) has
seen its share prices more than
double over the last year. Retrovir is
estimated to soon have an annual
turnover of $500 million.

Socialists too should be facing the
challenge of AIDS. Solidarity has to
be buift with people who are HIV posi-
tive and who have AIDS. It means
campaigning for a quality health ser-
vice, for the right to live without dis-
crimination and prejudice, and for the
right to quality hospice care.

Trade unionists should be cam-
paigning for a person's antibody
status to be written into equal oppor-
tunity policies. Above all people with
HiV and AIDS have the right to dig-
nity, regardiess of whether thayarea
famous pop star or a young person on
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What next now
Tottenham Three
are free?

By Patrick Baker
AFTER YEARS of imprisonment for a crime that they did
not commit, the Tottenham Three are finally free.

The state, of course, has not been prepared to admit that the
three were the victims of frame-up right from the start; merely
that the evidence on which they were convicted is “‘unreliable’.

Winston Silcott, Engin Raghip and Mark Braithwaite were,
in fact, the chance victims of a wave of racist hysteria following
the 1985 uprising on Broadwater Farm.

There was nota shred of real evidenceagainst them fromstart
to finish. Silcott, the main butt of the rig%lt-wing tabloids, did
not even appear in the 1,000 photos taken of the events.

But despite the hypocrisy of the legal rhetoric of ‘unsafe’
convictions, there are a number positive results coming out of
the cases. First and foremost, that the three are free after years
of ill-treatment by racist prison officers.

Second, that the pressure is mounting for a conviction of
Superintendent Melvin, the principal concocter of false
evidence. It will be difficult for
the state to argue that Melvin,
currently suspended from §
duty, should not be subject to
any punishment after lying on
oath. »

And third, the collapse of |
the case has contributed mas-
sively to the growing pressure
on the British judicial system.

The use of uncorroborated
‘confessions’, forced from vic-
tims who are denied any legal E
representation, has been com- [
pletely discredited. A reform "
in this area at least seems in- oo 0'g
creasingly likely.

Police confidence has been dealt a blow —in the aftermath of
the Birmingham Six and the Tottenham Three, public protest at
police corruption has been widespread. But though reforms
would be welcome, discussion of the role of the police has
hardly got to the heart of the matter.

During the 1980s, the police were increasingly built up as a
semi-militarised force to smash political protest by the Thatcher
government. This started with the systematic harassment of
black people under the notorious ‘sus’ laws and then moved to
focus on industrial action.

The test case was clearly the 1984-85 miners’ strike. During
the year-long conflict, tens of thousands of police were
mobilised on a national level, coordinated through the centralis-
ing body ACPO (the Association of Chief Police Officers) and
the new Police National Computer.

This, symbolised by the ‘Battle of Orgreave’, gave the lie to
the mythofa localised police force composed of ‘bobbies on the
beat’.

The case of the miners strike, together with the print workers
struggle at Wapping in 1986-87, played a key rolein Thatcher’s
war on organised workers.

Together with successive waves of anti-union legislation,
mass industrial struggle was effectively wiped off thescene. The
Wapping strike was the last attempt to use mass picketing as a

method of industrial action.

But it was not only the ‘shock troops’ of the industrial unions
that were targets for the Thatcherites in uniform. Any collective
defiance of the police was regarded as fair game, from hippies
at Stonehenge to black youth in the inner cities.

The Tories may have cheered at the 1989 demonstrations in
eastern Europe, but their response to any such display ‘of mass
protest at home had more in common with Ceaucescu’s
Securitate.

It is the political role of the police —as the strong arm of the
state—that has been often ignored, or misinterpreted, by the left,
to its cost.

Though the left has not generally fallen for the now dis-
credited ‘bad apples’ propaganda, major far left currents such
as the Militant have treated them as a part of the workers
movement.

Militant argue that police are ‘workers in uniform’ —as they
do with the army, ignoring the difference between a conscript
and a professiona] army. As a result, theirapproach is to call for
unionisation.

Butgiventhe key role that the police have playedin smashing
the most promising mass workers’ struggles over the last
decade, the argument that these ‘brothers and sisters’ area little
misguided is wearing a bit thin.

Itis only anew growth of confidence in the labour movement
and a new wave of workers struggle that will lay the
groundwork for a real assault on police powers. But in the
meantime, any sapping of their credibility and limiting of their
powers should be welcomed by socialists.

acretary Baker
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government.

$O: How did you become
Involved in the movement
of the families of the
disappeared?

JD: My husband Ranji disap-
peared on 29 October 1989. 1
needed shelter and protection,
and I wanted inquiries made
about what had happened to
him. So Iturned to the NSSP in
the Negumbo region where we
lived. They sheltered me, and
their MP ‘Vazu’ raised the

uestion in arliament

emanding to know what had
happened.

$0: Why was your husband
‘dlsappeared’?

Fighting for the
‘disappedared’

DURING the 1987-90 State of Emergency in Sri
Lanka, government-sponsored death squads
waged a campaign to exterminate the Singhalese
chauvinist terrorist organisation, the JVP. But the
JVP were not the only victims. Estimates put the
number killed or “disappeared’ at 60,000, with
more than half of that number being innocent
civilians or leftist opponents of the UNP

Socialist Outlook talked to JAYANTHA
DANDENIYA, a leader of the movement of the
parents and families of the disappeared.

JD: My husband was a sup-
porter of the UNP govern-
ment, actually a member of the
UNP branch of the prime min-
ister. But he was also a trade
union activistin the ‘freetrade’
zone in Negumbo. These free
trade zones, tax exempt areas
for foreign businesses are
being promoted by the govern-
ment as part of the IMF plan.

In the plant where my hus-
band worked, ‘Floral Greens’ a
Hong Kong company making
artificial flowers, many
workers get bad industrial in-
juries, for example many
losing their fingers in
machinery.

My husband raised this

PHCTO: Phi IHearse

Special Feature

issue vigorously with the
management, and got theissue
raised with the National
Labour Office. The company
or its agents abducted him.

$0: But there were attacks
on other members of your
famity?

JD: Bothmy elderand younger
brothers were abducted by
security forces and one of them
certainly killed.

My elder brother was one of
a group building new houses
in a village. They were told to
leave the village by the army,
using the security situation as
an excuse. My brother refused,

Jayantha Dandeniya — her husband was abducted for union activity

and was abducted in the mid-
dle of the night. After en-
quiries, the authorities said he
had been killed in an accident.

My younger brother was
takenaway from our village by
the JVP, who took him to one
of their encampments as a
labourer and cook. But after
about 30 days he escaped and
returned to the village. When
the army heard he had been
with the JVP they took him
away, and he has not been
heard of since.

After that time I was
regularly followed by the
security forces, and again the
NSSP got it raised in parlia-

ment and stopped. Since that
time I have devoted my timeto
campaigning for the disap-
peared.

AlsoIhavebeenbuildingan
organisation called the
Negumbo Womens Commit-
tee. Our aim is to organise the
young women in the free trade
zone, who are terribly ex-
ploited. Last year we set up a
magazine for free trade
workers, but as a result some
of us were arrested and it was
effectively closed down. But
we continue our work; the
party will not abandon this
struggle.

Religion and the
for Marxism

SRI LANKA is a country in which Buddhism,
Islam and the Roman Catholic church all have a
large following. It is also a country in which many
religious faiths rally to the fight for socialism.
Socialist Outlook talked to two members of the
NSSP leadership, LINUS JAYATILAICE, a
Catholic priest, and Buddhist monk
BADDEGAMA SAMITHA, about their faith and

its relation to socialism.

Linus was previously the priest at the largest
church in the Negumbo region, but now devotes
himself full-time to politics and trade union
organisation. Samitha, while already a Buddhist
priest, was a student at Lancaster University and
active in solidarity work with the 1984 miners’

strike.

S0: Linus, how did you get
involved with Marxist
politics?

L]J: In the late 1950s, well before
Liberation Theology
developed, I was a youth leader
in the Church and sought ways
to fight for justice, which for

Linus Jayatilaic

meant the struggle of the poor
against therich. 1 was identified
as a leftist, but the hierarchy
were powerless to do anything
about it.

For me it started with the
‘mystical’ or spiritual side of
Christianity, which many Mar-
xists might find difficult to un-

fight

derstand. But I was struck by
the history of the people of an-
cient Israel being led out of ex-
ploitation, towards the
‘promised land’.

In my area, Negumbo,
people are Christians and those
who thought like me wanted to
probe into the depths of Chris-
tian belief. We felt that serious
Christian people have to take
sides in society, to take a class
position, to side with the ex-
ploited, the oppressed and the
unjustly imprisoned.

After serious analysis of how
you could identify with the ex-
ploited class, the working class,
we decided that it was the Mar-
xist tools of analysis that you
need.

$0: Samitha, as a Buddhist
monk, what do you think of
Christianity?

BS: That's a big question! [can’t
give a complete answer in a
shortinterview, but I think that,
contrary to establishment
Christian view, Jesus was a
rebel who defended oppressed
people. You can look at the
story of how he cleared the
money-lenders out of the
Temple, and how he attacked
the tax collectors. Of course,
that was a long time ago in the
history of Christianity, but 1
think that original Christianity
is definitely in contradiction
with a profit-making society.
ButIthink a serious problem,
a serious question every Chris-
tian has to face, is the whole
Christan idea of Creation and
the idea of an external ‘God’. 1
think that Christians will find
reconciliation with Marxism
much more difficult than I do,
especially since Christianity
often clashes face-to-face with
Marxism in Europe. I think
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Buddhism is more logical and
consistent in its concern for all
living things.

My impression is that, be-
cause of Liberation Theology,
Christianity in the third world is
often very different to thatin the
advanced countries.

Anyway, I think that any
religion that listens to its fol-
lowers, then that religion cannot
ignore the cries of the people.

$0: Linus, what do you think
about Bhuddism?

LJ: Well 1 try to understand
original Buddhism, not Bud-
dhism as it is practised now,
which seems to me to have be-
come too narrowly concerned
with the needs of individuals.

I think that there should bea

ihst monk: Baddegama Samitha

serious attempt by all religious
people, including followers of
Islam, to go into the history and
roots of these religions, and
what human needs they
responded to. Obviously you
have in the roots of all religions
the need to comprehend the
world, to make sense of the
universe, but also deep-seated
needs of human beings to ex-
press their most deep-rooted
hopesand fears, including those
for a better world.

On Buddhism, Imust say that
it is more logical in its basis than
Christianity, and therefore hasa
more straightforward founda-
tion to develop towards Marxist
thinking. The problem is thatits
logic is not yet dialectical logic.
For that you need Marxism!
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No food but buliets aplenty for the peoples of sub-Saharan Africa
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SALIM VALLY, a leading activist in the South African
Workers Organisation for Socialist Action (WOSA), was
one of the keynote speakers at Socialist Outlook’s

November 29 rally.

Vally is a leader of SACCAWL, the militant South African
commercial and catering workers union, in Johannesburg.
Here we are reproducing his speech entitled ‘Socialism and

the new world order’.

FOR US, the oppressed in
South Africa, the new world
order means a continuation of
the misery, suffering and

lunder that international capi-
tal has bestowed on our people
for over three centuries.

The international bourgeois
media tell us that apartheid is
dying, but there is no dancing in
the streets of South Africa.

Yes, our organisations are un-
banned and our leaders are free;
but fear walks our streets, and
death catches a free ride on our
trains.

Over 15,000 people have been
killed in South Africa since the sig-
nalling of the new world order. We
find ourselves walking to the
graveyard when we thought we
would be walking along the road
of peace.

Bantustan puppets

The national situation in South
Africais shaped and dominated by
the government’s reform project
and the urging of international
Capital.

Over the last two years this
project has turned our world up-
side down. Bantustan puppet
leaders who yesterday fragmented
our country today appear before
us as the standard bearers of anew
South Africa.

The police who yesterday could
find every hidden copy of Lenin
today cannot trace whole gangs of
killers who openly roam our
townships.

Times have definitely changed
when sections of our liberation
movements, oncesosingle minded
and clear about taking power in
the name of the people, today
manoeuvre for seats on a non-
elected government.

Broker

In WOSA’s view the De Klerk
regimeisactingasa reform broker
on behalf of national and interna-

Reform broker and chief stoogé: De Kles

tional capital.

Comrades, the reforms in South Africa
are the result of three things coming
together: the depth of the social and
economic crisis of apartheid—capitalism.
the mass struggles in South Africa, and
the world situation since the fall of the
Berlin Wall and the Gulf War.

Sharpeville

FW DeKlerk’s speech of February 1990
in which he announced the legalisation of
the ANC, PAC, and other banned or
restricted organisations marked the
beginning of a new phase in the struggle
for freedom.

In 1960 the murderous volleys of bul
lets -during the Sharpeville massacre
sounded the end of the collaborationist
and pacifist forms of struggle and
catapulted the entire liberation move-
ment into three decades of armed strug-

le.

De Klerk’s moves are a part of an or
chestrated attempt to draw a line under
that period. It signals an invitation to the
liberation movement to probe a different
trajectory of struggle, one which centrally
involves a negotiation process between
the ruler and the ruled.

As I’ve said, various development
have given rise to the new situation. It s
important to emphasise the internatio
factor.

Fundamental to the situation is the
change in the geostrategy of the Sovid
Union. This involves a withdrawal fro
the arena of military conflict in Southen
Africa. ‘

The ‘targets of opportunity’ —
Brezhnev once viewed the situatio
brought about by the anti-colonial strug

les in the Portuguese colonies, in Zin

babwe, Namibia and South Africa ~ 2
no longer seen as such.

Soviet academics and theorists ha
said quite openly, long before the aborte
coup, that the notion of socialist revol
tion in South Africa, even within thé ne
century, was mere pie in the sky.

The events in eastern Europe ha
diverted the attention Of,the West. Al
though it is not always admitted
public, for both economic and polity
reasons investment capital will tend







