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Trident

SO JOHN MAJOR is going to
make defence a central election
issue. More precisely the Tories
will make a principle of building
a fourth Trident nuclear
submarine, at fabulous expense.

A fourth Trident submarine will
ensure that Britain has a nuclear
strike capacity of 4,000
Hiroshimas, as opposed to the
paltry 3,000 it currently
possesses. Doubtless millions of
people will sleep more soundly
knowing that!

The Tory proposal to buy a

fourth Trident is loony -

politically and financially. For

this devastating atsenal of

surprise attack, Britain will be

paying £2 million a day for the

next twenty years —£15 billion.

Imagine what this extra money would do for the NHS, jobs and education.

With the collapse of the Soviet Union the cold war arguments of nuclear
deterrence are redundant. The hundreds of nuclear warheads will not be
there to defend anyone, but to enable capitalist Britain to pretend to be a
world power.

Labour will not build a fourth Trident. But the huge cost of the
first three will continue to be borne and any saving will be spent
on conventional weapons!

The case for billions spent on nuclear submarines is as dead as
the Soviet Union.

SCRAP TRIDENT NOW!
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Support grows for
Anti-Racist Alliance

By Sam Inman
ESTABLISHED IN Novem-
ber on the initiative of the
Black Liaison Group —invol-
ving over 40 black organisa-
tions — the Anti-Racist Al-
liance (ARA) was formed to
combat growing racism, ris-
ing numbers of racist attacks
and support for extreme
right and fascist political
groups.

Ten national trade unions
now sponsor the ARA: MSF,
NUM, NALGO, UCATT, FBU,
NUCPS, NAPO, NUPE and the
NUJ - along with a wide range
of black and jewish organisa-
tions, and celebrities.

Local and regional launches
are also underway. In London
initiatives are taking place in
Lambeth, Greenwich, South-
wark, Islington, Hackney, Wal-
tham Forest, Camden, Houn-
slow and Haringey. Outside

London launches are planned
in Manchester, Birmingham,
Cardiff, Wolverhampton,
Leeds and Scotland.

A ‘Teachers’ Anti-Racist Al-
liance’ has also been estab-
lished, and a London rally is
planned for 9 March. Plans are
already underway for a major
national demonstration and
carnival in the early summer.

It also looks as though there
will be a national conference of
the Alliance, again around
summertime, after local groups
have been given a chance to es-
tablish themselves.

The ARA rally on 29 January
was a big success, attracting
over 500 people. While the
Asylum Bill was not really
taken up enough by speakers,
links were certainly made be-
tween the rise of Euro-racism
and Fortress Europe, and also -
importantly — between the Gulf
War/New World Order and

Rolan Adams campaign

Left must not fail
anti-racist test

'JUDGE THE Anti-Racist Alliance
by their action’ said Richard Adams
at the London ARA rally at the end
of January. He is the father of Rolan
Adams, the 15 year old black youth
murdered on 21 February last year
by a gang of racist white youths on
the Thamesmead estate in London.

Adams explained that since the Brit-
ish National Party moved their head-
quarters into nearby Welling, there has
been a 140 per cent rise in racist at-
tacks. Thamesmead's population is 90
per cent white, 10 per cent black. Since
Rolan’s murder, 20 black families have
had to flee their homes on the estate
because of racist violence.

The Rolan Adams Family Cam-
paign, in conjunction with the ARA,
have called a demonstration around
the anniversary of Rolan's murder to
‘Stop Racist Attacks — Close down the
BNP HQ!'. Bexley council gave plan-
ning permission allowing the BNP to set
up in Welling. They must be forced to
shut it down.

Richard Adams' statement about
judging the ARA is particularly import-
ant given the current hostilities within
the movement. He went on to say that
throughout the year of campaigning he
has become sceptical of a lot of organi-
sations. While sensationalising
tragedies, most he said, *had absolute-
ly failed us'.

Adams linked racist violence to the
racism endemic in the British state, cit-
ing the cases of the Tottenham Three,
the Cardiff Three and Brian Moore — a
black man jailed for two years for de-
fending himself against racist attac-
kers.

Fighting racism, he argued, meant
doing ‘whatever is necessary to keep
our people fres, keep them alive, and
make sure our children are not vulner-
able on the streets’.

Ensuring that white-dominated la-
bour movement bodies take up anti-
racist demands is a key task for every
socialist. To do that, they have to work
hand in hand with black organisations,
community groups and campaigns.

Racist facts of
British ‘justice’

BLACK PEOPLE make up 4.4 per cent of the population of
Britain yet...

@ black people make up a third of all those appearing before
magistrates courts '

@ 38 per cent of all remand prisoners in London are black

@ black women constitute 25.8 per cent of the female prison
population

@black youths aretwiceas likely toreceive custodial sentences
as their white counterparts

@ by the age of 21, one in ten black youths have been sent to

son
" @in 1989, one in five black youths were stopped by the police
" @ since 1980, 61 black people have died in custody or due to
police actions — no-one has ever been charged

@ in 1988, 5,294 complaints were made against the Metropoli-
tan Police —only 166 were investigated by the Police Complaints
Authority, of which only 22 resulted in any action

“In this country, if the Police say you're guilty, then you're guilty,
especially if you are black or Irish’ )
Billy Power, Birmingham Six.
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rising racism.

The only disappointing as-
pect of the rally was that both
Ken Livingston and Marc Wad-
sworth used the opportunity to
make a dig at, in Wadsworth’s
words, ‘extremist left-wing
splitters’ — referring to the
SWP’s re-launch of the ANL.

Public rallies should aim to
unite the anti-racist movement.
Disagreements over tactics,
even strong disagreements,
should be discussed within the
framework of an open and
democratic movement.

The ARA should be encour-
aged to move in this direction.
Disagreements will not necess-
arily come only from the left —
they could equally come from
other black organisations.

For information about local
and national events contact
ARA, PO Box 188, London,
SW1A 0SG or telephone 071 607
3988.

Digs against the left: Liviim_?t-one

By Sylvia MacDonald
ON THE initiative of the
Kurdish National League,
fifteen immigrant organisa-
tions in Sweden have called
fora one hour general strike
against racism on 21 Fe-
bruary. They are urging
anti-racists to organise
broad demonstrations out-
side Swedish embassies all

ning,
Unprecedented racist vi-

months, especially in the capi-
tal city of Stockholm. In No-
vember, one Iranian student
was murdered and five immi-
grant workers were injured
after being shot by an armed

and around Stockholm.

Bomb threats

The new year period saw a
campaign of bomb-threats
against railway stations and
airports all over Sweden. One
bomb exploded at Stockholm
central station. The bombers
were demanding the release of
two members of the VAM —
‘White Aryan Resistance’ — on
trial for armed robbery.

At the end of January there
were five shootings within five
days, in Stockholm and in the
ux{iversity town of Upsala.
One Turkish immigrant and
one Palestinian were seriously
injured after being shot in the
head. Three other people were
also shot.

These specific attacks have
been accompanied by an ex-
plosion of racist violence and
arson attacks against the black
and immigrant communities.
Especially threatened are
pe()ple working alone in small
shops and cafes. The racist

over Europe on that eve-

olence has hitSweden inrecent

racist — the so-called ‘laser-
man’ — who stalks the streets in

campaign of violence is now
dominating Swedish politics.
But while Stockholm is in a
state of shock, black and immi-
grant workers fear for their
lives.

The 21 February strike is
supported by Riksfarbundet
Stoppa Rasismen - the Na-
tional League to Stop Racism -
and also, showing the impact
of the escalation of racism in
the country, by the govern-
ment minister for social affairs.

Tense

At present the situation is
very tense. The Swedish em-
ployers’ federation is clearly
opposed to the strike but, up
until now, do not dare to con-
demn it. Trade union leaders
are divided in their support.

Carl Bildt, the Conservative
Prime Minister, is met with
growing contempt following
his public speculation that the
wave of shootings may be con-
nected to rivalry within the
criminal world. So far though,
only the Socialist Party spP) -
the Swedish section of the
Fourth International — has
called for Bildt’s resignation.

General strike against
racism in Sweden

In a new development in
Stockholm, collective defence
is being organised for black
and immigrant people who
work alone in shops. These
‘guards against racism’ have
been pushed for by the SP, in
conjunction with social demo-
crats, the Left Party and Stoppa
Rasismen. They also have the
support of the local radio.

The initiative follows debate
over whether or not individ-
uals should arm themselves
for protection. The SP argues
that, while individual arming
cannot be condemned, collec-
tive defence is a better solution
in the face of the cynical role
played by the Swedish police.

At present the ‘21 February
Committee’ is enjoying a
relative “honeymoon’ period
with the press and politicians.
This could easily change over-
night. News of support from
anti-racist and labour move-
ment organisations in Britain
would be very important for
morale.

Contact ‘21 February Com-
mittee’ c/o Kurdiska Riksfor-
bundet in Stockholm.

Tel: 010-46-8-6528585; Fax:
010-46-8-6502120.

Remember

Rolan Adams!
Demonstrate
Saturday 22 Febraury

Close down the BNP HQ
Assemble 12 noon, St Nicholas
Church, Plumstead High St, SE18

Called by the Rolan Adams Family Campaign
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Crisis in Scotland

—10n present opinion polls, 850,000
Scots could vote for the SNP at the
general election. On the other hand
hundreds of thousands of voters will
vote Labour with clenched teeth —to
nail the Tories and for no other reason.

In this situation the intervention of
the left of the labour movement is
vital. But no one will be taken serious-
ly in Scotland without a clear position
on the national question. So how
should socialists respond to
Scotland’s national demands?

Abstract  denunciation  of
nationalism and simple-minded
defence of the United Kingdom, in ef-
fect the positions put forward by the
Militant tendency, are hopeless. The
overwhelming majority of the Scottish
people see themselves as oppressed
by Westminster. The Scottish people
have the right to self-determination; and, if
they want it, independence. Supporting the
national demands of the Scottish people today
means campaigning for a Scottish Assembly
with full powers.

The political situation in Scotland is
developing very rapidly. All those who limit
themselves to supporting struggles against
the poll tax and against job losses, but refuse
to support the national demands of the Scot-
tish people will be marginalised. And Kinnock
is dealing grievous blows to Labour’s stand-
ing; if that were translated into many Labour
losses in the general election, it could end all
hope of defeating Major and the Tories.

§ The decision to close
Ravenscraig steel plant and the
hypocritical statements from
some in the Tory party stating
sympathy with Scottish inde-
pendence, have thrust Scotland
once again to the centre of British
politics.

For a long time the Tories have
been utterly discredited and un-
popular in Scotland. The imposition
of the poll tax in Scotland first only
deepened hatred for the Tories. But
Labour are losing credibility rapidly
as well.

Labour’s decision tc denounce poll
tax non-payment and demand
obedience to the hated tax severely
undermined its position, as well as
giving a boost to the SNP.

Whatever the scale of support for full inde-
pendence, the demand for a Scottish Assemb-
ly with full powers on domestic questions is
overwhelming. Labour promises an assembly,
but insists it will be subject to veto by the
Westminster parliament.

The row over Ravenscraig has exposed the
Labour leadership to ridicule. Kinnock could
have finally sunk any Tory hopes in Scotland
by simply announcing that Ravenscraig
would be nationalised by an incoming Labour
government. Or if Labour could not tolerate
nationalisation, at least they could have said
they would keep it open somehow —either by
subsidy or even buying the plant. But Gordon

ANL yes, but
back anti-racism

fascist activity at
this time. But by its
very nature the
ANL cannot be on
its own the kind of
anti-racist alliance
that is needed.
There may well
be problems of

An unconvincing Scottish badge for Labour's Bryan Gould

Brown’s statement that it was just a ‘business
decision” which could not be interfered with
was a disaster.

The politics of Kinnockism, as carried
through by the Ravenscraig shop stewards,
have deeply disrupted the possibility of a
serious fight to keep the plant open. In effect,
they accept the ‘inevitability” of closure.

At the next election there is bound to be a
surge of votes for the SNP. The election of Alex
Salmond as SNP leader, as well as radical
policies against Trident, the poll tax and for
the nationalisation of Ravenscraig, has given
the SNP a left image —the accusation that they
are ‘tartan Tories’ carries little weight today.

Photo: Sam inman

that the struggle against racism
would be reduced to fighting
the fascists. It was a danger be-
cause the biggest threat to black
communities in Britain was,
and remains, state racism.
After 1979, the ANL wound
up. But black communities re-
mained besieged by new racist

By Paul Clarke
TEN THOUSAND people
turned out for January’s
demonstration against the
Asylum Bill, organised by
London NUS. According to
Kevin Blowe, London NUS
convenor, it was the biggest

demonstration they had
ever organised.

Events were soured, how-
ever, when SWP stewards
seized control of the front of the
demonstration for the Anti-
Nazi League (ANL), hustling
aside the banner of the Anti-
Racist Alliance (ARA). In fact,
the intention of the organisers
was that black and refugee

roups should lead the march.
Logically, black supporters of
both organisations should have
been among these.

These conflicts reflect deep
divisions which go back to the
original ANL in the late 1970s.

The launching of the ANL in
1977 was a good initiative,
given the rise of the National
Front at that time; in local elec-
tions the NF received 100,000
votes in London.

The fascists were a real
danger. A combination of the
ANL and the election of the
Thatcher government pushed
the fascists aside for a whole
period. Thatcher captured the
racist vote.

But the ANL tactic always
contained within it the danger

immigrationlaws, deportations
as well as violent racist attacks.

Since 1979 it has generally
been difficult to mobilise big
demonstrations against this all-
pervasive and systematic
racism.

Of course, mobilising against
the fascists aided the process of
fighting racist attacks, which as
Thamesmead has shown are
often linked with fascist activ-
ity. But the idea of building an
alliance against racism in ail its
forms, the idea that lies behind
the ARA, is correct.

The huge 25 January demon-
stration against the Front Na-
tional in Paris showed the im-
portance of linking the fight
against state racism with the
fight against the fascists. Thou-
sands of North African immi-
grants were mobilised on the
march because it included de-
mands against the immigration
policies of the Mitterrand gov-
ernment, as well as the right to
vote for immigrant workers.

Given thedecision of the Brit-
ish National Party to stand can-
didates in #he general election,
there is a natural focus for anti-

democracy in the
ARA, although it is
still far too early to
draw final conclu-
sions from this. But
the ANL is hardly a
model of democ-
racy either.

One lamentable
feature of the SWP’s
strong-arm tactics
on the Asylum Bill
march was its arro- |
gant and authorita- |
rian attitude to
black groups sup-

porting the ARA.
Self-organisation of the black
community in the fight against
racism has to central in any suc-
cessful struggle.

Without self-organisation
there can be no viable self-
defence of the communities
against racist attacks. Without
self-organisation, the huge
potential power of the black
community as an influential
factor in political struggle will
be wasted.

Any political actions which
attempt to exclude or margi-
nalise self-organised black

groups are utterly destructive
to the construction of a broad
alliance against racism.

Now there are four national
organisations engaged in the
anti-racist fight - ARA, ANL,
and the smaller Anti-Fascist Ac-
tion and the Campaign Against
Racism and Fascism. Organisa-
tional rivalry between the for-
mer two is quickly becoming a
no-holds barred fight for do-
minance. This is entirely un-
necessaryand self-defeating. At
the very least they should form
an umbrella co-ordination be-
tween them.

No. 16

This is certainly a time to re-
sume the fight against the fas-
cists, but it is not the time to
forget fundamentals, yet again,
and collapse anti-racism into
the anti-fascist fight.

Despite the increase in their
activity, the fascists are still a
marginal factor in British poli-
tics. Racism, above all state
racism, remains the biggest
threat to the black com-
munities, and a critical source
of division within the working
class.
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AMILLION ballot papers have now
gone out after a vigorous cam-
paign for a merger between the
Engineering union AEU and the
notorious Electricians and Plum-
bers union the EETPU.

Now the two unions have invited
others to join them.

Leaders Bill Jordan (AEU) and Eric
Hammond (EETPU) have certainly
pulled a few fast ones in their bid to
form a new yellow bloc on the right of
the TUC.

They have also had a hard job con-
vincing AEU members that the
EETPU is going to behave itself under
President-elect Paul Gallagher, espe-
cially after recent EETPU poaching
campaigns aimed at the building wor-
kers' union UCATT.

But their job has been made a
good bit easier by the hopeless inac-
tivity of the traditional AEU left around
the Engineering Gazette.

It seems that ‘left’ AEU Executive
member Jimmy Airlie and his pals
learnt nothing from the 1990 cam-

AEU-EETPU merger vote

Turn apathy int
opposition!

paign, which defeated a similar mer-
ger move on the AEU executive. This
time around, they have used the bi-
zarre excuse of ‘democracy’ to explain
their complets failure to stop the scab
merger.

Democracy

‘The executive have agreed the
merger’ they argue ‘so we must keep
quiet — we can't campaign against
union policy'. Ironically, it is precisely
on the issue of democracy that the
AEU leaders want a blank cheque —
and most believe that Jordan plans to
introduce EETPU structures, doing
away with any real rank and file ac-
countability.

Of course, the reason for the ‘yes’
vote is that practically every left execu-
tive member has been given the boot,
with only a couple coming out clearly
against the merger.

One union that will surely be swept
onto the sidelines if the merger goes
ahead will be the Electrical and
Plumbing Industrial Union (EPIU), the
remnants of pro-TUC elements in the

oigasLﬁ=

EETPU. But when asked for their re-
action to the super-union plan, they
refuse to say a thing.

Despite silence from the EPIU and
the Gazette, AEU activists on the
ground have been waging a rearguard
fight for a democratic union inside the
TUC. Shop stewards in the North
Waest have been organising a last
minute campaign, printing thousands
of ' VOTE NO! - We don't need a
bosses union' leaflets.

Scabbed on AEU

These spell out the objections in a
few hard-hitting points:

The EETPU ...

‘Scabbed on AEU members at
Wapping. Of 5,000 sacked, 250 were
AEU members.

‘Were kicked out of the TUC for
unprincipled behaviour.

‘Have merged with scab groups
(P&O strikebreakers) and now just
completed talks with the scab UDM.

‘Have no democracy — members
have no say in leadership decisions.
Fuil time officials are not elected but

this to be the in-
tended structure
of the new Union.
‘Are a com-
pany ‘union’,
where sweetheart
deals are the
order of the day
hence the unbe-
lievable company

facilities given to
Jordan and Gal-
lagher as they tour the country, speak-
ing at paid mass meetings on site and
at joint AEU-EETPU stewards’ meet-
ings.’

Meetings of shop stewards and
convenors in Preston, Newcastle and
Scotland have come out heavily
against the Jordan campaign. Massey
Ferguson convenor Steve Taylor in
Manchester said ‘At our shop ste-
wards meeting they told us there
would be no problem with TUC affilia-
tion or electing officiais - we'd out-
number the EETPU.

So we asked, what are they up to?
Why not take the votes now? They

Welcomed by bosses: AEU chief Bill Jordan

didn’t have any answers. Thers’s not
much enthusiasm for the merger.’

The EETPU's agenda is obvious.
Hammond may continue with the anti-
TUC vitriol, but others want a far-right
bloc inside the labour movement.

EETPU efforts to form a right-wing
alternative to the TUC, regrouping the
so-called Union of Democratic Mine-
workers (UDM) and others, have not
come to much.

But a business-union bloc inside
the TUC is the serious danger. The
lack of enthusiasm for the merger on
the ground must be mobilised into ac-
tive opposition.

GEC strikers dig in for jobs

A beacon of

resistance

By Pete Williams
WORKERS at GEC Alsthom
make distribution switchgear
for the electricity industry.
They supply the recently pri-
vatised electricity companies in
Britain. They also manufacture
kits for assembly in Malta, Mex-
ico and Venezuela. .
Like workers in manufactur-
ing throughout the country,
they have seen their area deci-
mated by successive recessions
and the Tories’ policies.
Between 1979 and 1982
Greater Manchester lost 100,000
manufacturing jobs. Between
1982 and 1984 the region lost
another 10,000. Since then there
have been further haemor-
rhages, including lossesat GEC.

But GEC workers have had
enough. As a spokesperson for
the Site Joint Trade Union Com-
mittee said ‘We won't accept
the principle of compulsory re-
dundancies. We won’t see
people being sacked.’

Four hundred workers repre-
sented by the AEU, GMBATU,
MSF, EETPU and APEX unions
are on official all-out strike.
They are receiving strike pay,
but financial support is still
vital.

Workers in other GEC fac-
tories inthe area are beginning
to organise a levy. All the stri-
kers have received one top-up
payment already, but delega-
tions are now travelling nation-
wide to build support and raise
funds.

Conference
Which way for socialists in the

trade unions?
July

18-19

Manchester Polytechnic Students
Union
Speakers include Arthur Scargill,
Tony Benn MP

Details: Carolyn Sikorski, 53a Geere Road, London E15
&
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| NEVER EXPECT
To WORK AGAIN !

GEC merged with the French
firm Alsthom in 1989. By the
end of 1991 over 1000 jobs had
been lost in the former GEC fac-
tories. Then came the drive for
compulsory redundancies at
Higher Openshaw.

Mismanagement

But there is a long history of
mismanagement. As the union
spokesperson told us ‘The com-
pany maintain that they’re los-
ing a great deal of money — £5
million plus every year.

They've put investment into
this plant, but as far as we're
concerned it hasn't been invest-
ment of the right kind.

We’'ve had four different
management teams on this site
since 1981-82 and they've all
said exactly the same thing —
we're losing money hand over
fist and we've got to redress it.

But having made their mis-
takes, they redress it by asking
our people to make the sacrifice

of being put out of work. And as
far as we're concerned, enough
is enough.

Japanese, Malayan and Kore-
an firms are fighting to get a
biggershare of the international
switchgear market and thecom-
pany has said that labour costs
at GEC are too high.

Higher Openshaw workers
reject this claim. The basic rate
for a skilled man is £204 per
week.

They rather point to the fact
that there are between 200 and
250 management and so-called
‘management review’ staff at
their site using a fleet of 83 com-
pany cars.

At the same time as demand-
ingcompulsoryredundancies,a
lot of work previously done in-
house has been subcontracted
out. One of the strikers’ de-
mands is that this work is
brought back to Openshaw.

Solidarity unstintingly given
in the past to other workers in
the struggle like the miners,

Laurence Scotts, GCHQ and the
ambulance workers is now
being returned.

Solidarity messages have
come fromthe CGTunion feder-
ation in their sister factories in
France. Local workers come
down to spend a half hour on
the picket line as well, to show
the strikers that they aren’t
alone in what is now their sixth
week of struggle.

Trial of strength

It is going to be a long fight, ‘a
trial of strength’, but the atmos-
phere on the daily 50-strong
picket line is one of quiet deter-
mination.

The basic trade union prin-
ciple of ‘one out, all out’ is being
bravely upheld in East Man-
chester. It is a beacon of resist-
ance for the whole movement.

Messages of support and do-
nations to: Dave Hughes, 23
Prince Edward Avenue, Denton,
Manchester M34 1AF.
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rearms qas
missiles go

on the

scrapheap

By Patrick Baker

“THIS DEEP and no deeper’.
So says Gecrge Bush on arms
cuts.

In the depths of recession,
publicly humiliated in Japan,
Bush is prepared to go any-
where for a few million bucks
to prop up the USA’s creaking
public services — even if it
means cutting the US bomb-
dump toameasly 4,000 nuclear
weapons.

But when Russian President
Boris Yeltsin, having re-
targeted his missiles, proposed
cutting each superpower’s ar-
senal back to 2,500 nuclear
weapons, Bush, under press-
ure from the military lobby and
US arms manufacturers, ob-
jected.

Even these machinations of
the superpowers seem almost
sensible by comparison with
the pronouncements of British
Defence Secretary Tom King.

The Tories aren’t quibbling
about how many missiles to
cut back. They are in the
middle of a colossal rearma-
ment programme.

‘I make absolutely clear
the Government’s commit-
ment to Trident as Britain’s
strategic nuclear deterrent
force for the 1990s and be-
yond.” He isn’t quite sure
why or how many warheads
he wants, but he definitely
needs the first-strike sub-
marines, even if it will cost £2
miilion a day for the next
twenty years.

This has now been taken
even further by John Major,
who has made the issue of or-
dering a fourth Trident a key
election pledge, challenging
Labour to say if they would
cancel it.

Like Bush, the Tories are
caught in a quandary. They
can’t think of a coherent argu-
ment to justify their gargan-
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‘Dear Mr Major: now that you've spent so much on defence to protect our way of life, maybe you could do

something to make our way of life worth protecting...’

tuan defence budget, but their
own politics, inherited from
the Cold war, make it difficult
to cut. But it leaves them wide
open to a ‘welfare not warfare’
attack from anyone with an
ounce of political nous.

The system, first ordered by
Jim Callaghanin 1978, has been
modified during the "80s to
become more and more dan-
gerous. Tom King has talked
about reducing the payload of
warheads on the system. But
given that the full potential is
the equivalent of around 4,000

Election smears: a growth industry
Expect more from the
dirty tricks department

By Dave Osler
AFTER the ‘Labour’s
Kremlin connection’ and
‘Paddygate’ scandals, a
spate of burglaries at
MP’s offices, and now
apparent attempts by
former Scotland Yard of-
ficers to link Kinnock to
prostitutes, there is talk
of the dirtiest general
election campaign ever.
But smear tactics are
nothing new.

The latest Kremlin scam
is a lineal descendent of
1924’s so- called ‘Zinoviev

A

“tricked out of office’ pro-
vided a convenient ex-
cuse for the first MacDo-
nald government’s man-
ifold shortcomings.
Political sex scandals
are commonplace during
election periods. In 1987,
the News of the World al-
leged that Labour deputy
leader Roy Hattersley’s
name appeared on the
electoral register twice —
once at the house he
shared with his wife, and
again at the ‘four bed-
& | room luxury flat’ of a ‘ba-
chelor girl’ publishing
executive. Readers were

letter from the Communist Smear victim Ashdown

International to the CPGB,
which somehow came into the
possession of the Foreign Of-
fice, Conservative central of-
fice and — of course — the Daily
Mail.

Forgery

The document, probably a
forgery by anti-communist
Russian emigrés, was publish-
ed just five days before the
first-ever Labour government
faced re-election.

Labour had conceded diplo-
matic recognition, a commer-
cial treaty and a money loan to

the USSR; the fake letter
claimed this objectively aided
‘the revolutionising of the in-
ternational and British proleta-
riat’, enabling the press to port-
ray prime minister Ramsey
MacDonald as an unconscious
Leninist. Nevertheless the
Party’s vote increased by one
million.

Labour lost not because of
any association with Com-
munism, but because of the
historical trend of the former
middle class Liberal vote to
consolidate behind the Con-
servativesy

The myth that Labour was

left to draw their own
conclusions.

Meanwhile the Sun — under
the glorious headline of ‘swim-
pool fib by champagne leftie
Brian’— gaveus the shock reve-
lation that shadow environ-
ment minister Bryan Gould
had two homes, one with a
swimming pool.

A probably fictitious ‘jobless
father of four’ living in a coun-
cil flatin Gould’s constituency,
‘working class Dagenham’,
was quoted as saying: ‘He's
taking the mickey out of us.
I"'mbacking the Tories’. Expect
plenty more such silliness.

Hiroshimas, he can afford to,
despite John Major’s latest
revelation that Trident is a
‘minimum deterrent’.

Timid Labour

Once again, Kinnock’s crew
has shown that it will miss out
on any electoral opportunity if
it risks the wrath of the Tory
tabloids. Martin O’Neil, La-
bour’s almost unheard-of
defence spokesperson, has
merely said that only three sub-
marines will be ordered.

As a contribution to disar-

mament, increasing Britain’s
first strike capacity by only
3,000 Hiroshimas rather than
4,000 is hardly impressive. But
only a handful of MPs have
consistently defended the anti-
nuclear policies that were com-
mon ground in the Labour
movement a few years ago.
Socialists organising a left
input into the no-policy elec-
tions are planning to put La-
bour on thespot, demanding to
know why the whole system
can’t be junked, releasing mil-
lions for public investment.

Campaign fights
infervention In

Libya

THREATS of sanctions
and/or military intervention
against Libya have multiplied
in recent weeks. The West has
demanded that the two officials
allegedly responsible for the
1988 bombing of flight 103 at
Lockerbie be handed over.

But sponsors of a new cam-
paign opposing the threats
maintain that the
British and US gov- I
ernments are flout- }
ing international |

law. They also point | intervention in

out that earlier |
claims that the
bombing was the |
work of groups
backed by the Syrian 1

ments have been
conveniently forgot-
ten since the regimes |
became Western al-
lies over the Gulf

war. e e e e
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Public meeting

and Iranian govern- | February 24, 7.30pm

Grand Committee
room, House of

No Intervention in Libya!
wants to ensure that the real risk
of arepetition of the barbaric US
attacks on Tripoli and Benghazi
in 1986 is headed off by political
pressure. NIL! also plans to
publicise the disastrous impact
that UN sanctions would have
on the Libyan economy and the
whole of the Maghreb region.

Libya!

Commons ]
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Teachers plan
fightback

By Roy Leach
(Secretary, Oxfordshire
NUT)

Education is suffering an ac-
celerating wave of cuts in
services and jobs. But the
cuts, caused by poll tax cap-
ping and cuts in government

rants, are often devolved to
ocal level by the effects of
Local Management of
Schools (ILMS) - the delega-
tion of funding to individual
schools.

The response of the biggest
teaching union, the NUT, is
dreadful. Languishing in the
grip of general secretary Doug
McAvoy, overpaid full-time of-
ficials and a group of executive
members who bizarrely call
themselves the ‘Broad Left’, the
union has failed to give ade-
quate support to local anti-cuts
struggles.

How to overcome this situa-
tion was the focus of a con-
ference attended by more than
70 NUT activists in Oxford last
Saturday. Delegated by 36 NUT
associations, the conference

brought together activists sup-

orting the Socialist Teachers
Alliance (STA), the Campaign
for A Democratic and Fightin
Union, and non-affiliated le
wingers.

Among those who spoke at
the conference were union
treasurer-elect lan Murch, who
stood on a platform of opposing
bureaucratic corruption, and
plundering the union’s strike
fund to pay for glossy booklets
and useless advertising cam-
paigns.

The organisers’ aim was to
break the isolation of the
numerous current ﬁghtbacks.
Local reports from delegates
revealed a national picture of
short-lived strikes, reluctantly
sanctioned by the national

union, but deprived of the sup-

port, publicity and national co-
ordination they need and
deserve.

A central concern of the con-
ference, in addition to discuss-
ing strategies for fighting
redundancies, cuts and lack of
resources, was democracy in the
NUT. :

The McAvoy leadership is

Bottom of the

league

By Jenny Fisher
No, this is nota lament over Wrex-
ham's sad departure from the FA
Cup.

It's not lament, but Lamont: wili the
Chancellor use the Budget to rescue
Britain from the bottom of the Euro-
pean Childcare League?

Before 1990, any subsidy an em-
ployer provided towards childcare
was counted as part of the worker’s
wages and was, therefore, taxable. In
the 1990 Budget the then Chancellor,
John Major, exempted employer's
subsidy to workplace nurseries from
taxation.

Women's groups and labour
movement bodies had long cam-
paigned for a change in the system
which regarded childcare as a ‘luxury’
and the company car as a necessity.

However, realisation soondawned
that as tax exemption was restricted
to workplace nurseries, only some
12,000 children would be affected.
The campaign moved on to extend
exemption to other forms of childcare.

Campaigners believe that Lamont
is considering extending exemption
to employers’ subsidy of childcare
vouchers. This would certainly be a
cheap, popular move at a time when
the Tories desperately need one; but

itis likely to affect only another 12,000
children.

The government is absolving itself
from any role in coordinating child-
care provision. The Tories argue that
employers must provide facilities,
and the govemment's role is merely
to encourage ‘good practice’ by re-
moving tax bariers.

Presumably women in rural areas,
where provision is notoriously worse
than in urban areas, should dutifully
stay at home and look after their own
children —unpaid.

Union role

If Lamont does exempt voucher
subsidy from taxation, it will be up to
trade unions to integrate childcare
into annual pay negotiations so that
workers benefit from government ‘en-
couragements’. Some unions are
moving in this direction, notably MSF,
and unions in the civil service, health
and local government.

Meanwhile, all parents are taxed
on the part of childcare costs they pay
themselves, out of their wages.
Women on benefit cannot afford
childcare while they look for work,
although they are debarred from Un-
employment Benefitunlessthey have
childcare provision available at 24

hours notice.

RCELY %

Training places seldom
pay enough to cover child-
care either. And the whole
question of affordability is
fast becoming academic in
the face of the greater
problem of finding a place
atall.

Wrexham has pulledup
to fourth from bottom of the
Fourth Division ; but Great
Britain seems set for rele-
gation.

Contact: Working for
Childcare, 77 Holloway
road, London N7 8JZ.
Phone: 071 700 0281
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one of the most authoritarian
and anti-democratic in the
trade unions. Last Easter’'s NUT
conference saw numerous mo-
tions ruled out of order for
being ‘outside the aims and
objects’ of the NUT, and not
even published, let alone
debated.

The Oxford conference
decided to launch a campaign

Hit by new cuts: inner city schools with black pupils

for a one-day national strike
against cuts, something the
NUT leadership has always
refused, hiding behind the anti-
union laws.

Another meeting will be
called to co-ordinate the left’s
intervention at this year's NUT
conference, and to ensure that
cuts and redunduncies take
centre-stage there.

And a conference of black
teachers and community
groups to discuss the fight
against the 15 per cent cut in
Section 11 funding— money
given by the Home Office to aid
the teaching of children from
the ‘new Commonwealth’.

This cutback has hit inner-
city schools with many black
pupils very hard.

By Brian Gardner
(Secretary, Islington

NALGO)

WHITE COLLAR local
government union NALGO
has launched a £2 million
publicity campaign in
defence of local govern-
ment services.

The campaign, which fol-
lowsinthe wakeof its 1983 and
1987 ‘Put People First’” and
‘Make People Matter’ cam-
paigns, is bound to draw fire
from the Tories in an election

ear.

But NALGO members will
know that, with tens of
thousands of local government
jobs on the chopping block
when this year’s budgets come
into force, a publicity cam-
paign will not save them from
the jobs axe.

In the election campaign so
far, no party is making local
government central — and no
wonder. The Tories are trying
to repair the fiasco of the poll
tax and Labour’s plans won't
do anything to resolve the
nightmarish chaos in the coun-
cil chambers.

Through the Citizens’
Charter, the Tories are deter-
mined to finish off democrati-
cally-elected councils with any
real powers, through tight
restrictions and privatisation.

Meanwhile a whole bunch
of loony right Labour councils
are bravely trying to out-Tory
the Tories by cutting jobs and
making massive numbers of

Local government cutbacks

‘Loony right’ Labour
councils slam workers
and services

Setting Labour policy? Heseltine

redundancies. In Camden,
where social workers have
entered their eighth month of
indefinite strike action, the
council seems set to cut 200
more jobs.

Joining the fashion of slam-
ming the workforce, Hackney
is (flanning a ruthless new
code of conduct, which makeit
a disciplinary offence to squat,
not pay your poll tax, and to
refuse to inform on colleagues
guilty of similar disciplinary

offences!

Crunch

Crunch time for NALGO
comes this spring when up to
40,000 jobs could go, mainly
through voluntary redundan-
cies, to add to the up to 20,000
jobs which went last year.

Some NALGO branches are
fighting back. The union’s
NEC has been forced to back
escalation in Camden, while
1,600 workers are on indefinite
strike in the huge Strathclyde
region, to win the right to not

have to cover for.posts made

vacant by redundancy.
But local fightbacks can’t
disguise the fact that

NALGO’s anti-cuts strategy
isn’t working. It isn’t working
because the successive
strategies over the past five
years have beenenabling tactics
— a pledge to back branches
that fight back.

But in the absence of nation-
ally co-ordinated action, every
branch officer and steward
knows that it's extremely dif-
ficult, outside the most
militant branches, to get a vote
for industrial action to fight the
cuts. That is the core of the
problem; people are afraid of
defeats which will make the
situation worse.

The real policy of the
NALGO leadership is to take
cover and wait... for a Labour
election victory. NALGO is
deep in merger discussions
with NUPE and COHSE which
have undoubtedly
strengthened the lines of com-
munication with the Labour
leadership.

Buta Labour victory will not
mean the end of the dismem-
berment of local government.
Labour has no plans to stop
Tory councils privatising
everything in sight or end the
cutbacks in jobs and services
massacre.

NALGO’s publicity cam-
paign will tell people to
remember public services
when they decide who to vote
for. It should also tell people to
prepare to fight whoever wins.




Maijor disaster as
recession becomes

slump

By Andy Kilmister
‘IF IT ISN'T hurting, it isn’t
working’. Well it’s hurting.
Why isn’titworking? Why is
the British economy failing
to come out of recession?

There aretwoimmediaterea-
sons. First, themassivebuild up
of private and company debt in
thelate 1980s. Second the effects
of joining the Exchange Rate
Mechanism (ERM).

In 1990, British companies’
net borrowing was £27 billion,
the highest ever, up from £21
billion in 1989. This compares
with eight years of surplus be-
fore 1988. The build up of debt
by households during this peri-
od, particularly mortgage debt,
is also well known. In these cir-
cumstances high interest rates
in 1990 and 1991 were bound to
lead to a slump.

Joining the ERM was always
meant to be a deflationary in-
fluence on the economy.
France’s participation in the
scheme was followed by sev-
eral years of rising unemploy-
ment and Spain now seems to
be undergoing a similar pro-
cess.

With the pound loosely fixed
against the German mark, any
attempt to expand the British
economy faster than the Ger-
man economy will lead to a
rapid growth in the balance of

payments deficit as imports ex-
pand. That means interest rates
will have to be kept high to
avoid people selling sterling.

The ERM ties the other Euro-
pean economies to expanding
domestic demand at roughly
the same rate as the Germans.
This is a very slow rate indeed.

It does not lead to such high
unemployment in Germany, at
least in the West, because of the
ability of German firms to ex-
port their goods. But for weak
economies in the ERM, such as
Britain, which do not have such
great export demand, high un-
employment becomes the rule.

All this is understood very
well by the government and by
business leaders. They want to
use the ERM as a means of dis-
ciplining workers; the threat of
unemployment is meant to en-
courage low wage demands
and deliver high productivity.
But this means short term prob-
lems in terms of generating any
pre-election boom.

Paradox

Debt and the ERM provide
the immediate reasons for the
slump. But why is the economy
still refusing to grow even
though interest rates have been
cut? Part of thereason is the fear
of unemployment growing.
Another reason, paradoxically,
is lower inflation.

O'iTfiook

Features

As prices rise
more slowly, the
value of com-
panies’ and indi-
viduals’ debts and
interest payments
rise in real terms,
discouraging
spending. Bour-
geois economists
such as the Finan-
cial Times have
begun to talk a lot about this
kind of ‘debt-deflation” mech-
anism of recession.

But there are deeper reasons.
The Tories’ economic policies
since 1979 have been designed
to achieve two main things.
First, a major increase in poten-
tial profitability, through lower
wage rises and higher produc-
tivity.

Second, enough economic
stability to ensure the realisa-
tion of that profitability. The
current recession is the out-
come of their failure in both
areas.

Real wages have not been cut
since 1979, unlike the experi-
ence of the late 1970s. So any
increase in profitability has
depended on increasing pro-
ductivity. During the mid 1980s
there was much talk of
Thatcher’s ‘productivity mir-
acle’.

This now appears largely to
have been a ‘productivity mir-

Face to face with failure: Major and Bus;h

age’. The rate of growth of la-

bour productivity fell from 3.1
ercent in 1987 to 1.9 percent in

1989 and 0.2 percent in 1990.

Demand

Evenif profits can be madein
the productive process, they
have to be realised by selling
goods. Here investment de-
mand is crucial. In 1991, UK in-
vestment fell by 11 percent.
Manufacturing investment in
1991 was about 6.5 percent
lower than in 1979.

Other sources of demand are
limited. Exports are weak be-
cause of the recession else-
where in Europe. Even if the
government wanted to expand
its own expenditure, it is
limited by estimates that the
forecast government borrow-
ing requirement of £19 billion
for this year may be too small.

All this means that profita-
bility is falling, by about 11 per-
cent in real terms from 1990 to

1991. But companies have
maintained their dividend pay-
ments as well as cutting back
their borrowing. This means
thatthere is less and less money
available for new investment,
and it is no surprise that the
slump continues.

The current recession shows
that the last thirteen years of
Tory government have solved
none of the underlying prob-
lems of British capitalism. Inthe
short run, recent reductions in
interest rates will have an effect.

Any attempt to reflate the
economy above a certain level
will lead to renewed inflation
and balance of payments diffi-
culties. Worse, if Germany
raises interest rates as a conse-
quenceof the recent pay conces-
sions to avert a steelworkers’
strike or because investment in
the East begins to boom, then
the recession may only be be-

ginning.

No help from

By Harry Sloan
ANY HOPES among John Major's
ministers that a revival of Ameri-
ca’s economy could help tow Brit-
ish capitalism out of its siump have
bitten the dust.

President Bush'sfailure to offer any
significant improvement when he
gave his keynote State of the Union
Message to Congress.

Instead he outlined a timid set of
tinkering changes, mainly directed to-
wards placating the Repubiicans’ dis-
gruntled big business supporters.

The most wide-reaching proposal
was tax concessions averaging $3 per
week to single people and $6 to
couples, to low and middie income
wage earners. This will inject an extra
$22bn in cash “to help pay for clothing,
college or to get a new car”

While this tax cut pushes up the
federal budget deficit, abook- keeping
fiddle will appear manipulate it down-
wards by $38 billion. Some of this
additional ‘saving' is then to be spent
on a John Major-style one-off boost to
the housing market, offering first-time
buyers a $5,000 tax credit on homes
bought before the end of 1992.

Super-rich

All the cther giveaway measures
outlined by Bush are targeted at the
Republican super-rich. There are tax
breaks for real estate developers, $4
billion tax concessions for big busi-
ness, and plans to cut capital gains tax
—thotigh 67% of the benefit of this will
go to those earning over $200,000 a
year.

To make matters worse for Bush, it

USA
More of the old bull from Bush

is by no means certain that all these
half-hearted measures will be en-
dorsed by the Democrat- controiled
Congress.

One measure known to be doomed
in advance is Bush'’s half-baked effort
to defuse the growing crisis in the US
health care system, and offer some
form of insurance cover for 37 million
uninsured and 65 million under-in-
sured Americans.

The Bush plan invoives diverting
money out of the federally- subsidised
Medicare (for the elderly and disabled)
and federally- funded Medicaid (for
the poor and unemployed) schemes,
and into tax credits to ailow families or
individuals to buy private insurance
cover,

Bush proposes also to offer credits
to the unemployed and those on pay
below the tax threshhoid.

His theory is that once these people
are covered by private insurance they
will no longer make claims against the
Medicare {$118 billion) and Medicaid
($68 bn) budgets.

In practice the scheme would si-
phon off billions from the already
under-resourced hospitals which cur-
rently provide a fall-back service for
the poor. It also offers a short-term
cash windfall for the avaricious private
insurers.

The discussion is academic, be-
cause Bush stands liftle or no chance
of pushing this plan through Con-
gress.

The paralysis on this issue, while
both of the major parties moan at the
soaring costs and embarrassing defi-
ciencies of the privatised system,
symbolises e problems of US capi-
talism .

Despite his appearance of
strength, Bush has found himself
hamstrung in domestic policies by his
lack of support in Congress, and can
find no escape from the gathering re-
cession.

Instead, dominated by two capital-
ist political parties each shackled by a
million links to the values andpolicies
of the ‘free market’, the USA has seen
its vast industrial corporations caught
and overtaken in their global domin-
ance by their more modern and pro-
ductive compstitors in Japan and Ger-
many.

Pyrrhic victory

While Bush can claima US ‘victory'
in the Coid War, the US economy has
paid a heavy price for Ronald Rea-

which for decades have traded on
their monopoly of the giant US market
now find themselves undermined by
cheaper and better imports.

Even ths efforts to roll this back with
chauvinistic “Buy American” cam-
paigns have run into the snag that
many ‘US-made’ goods use Japanese
or imported parts, or are made by
foreign-owned firms based in the
USA.

No idea

So now, with a hostile Congress
and no real idea of what to do, the
most powerful man in the most power-
ful and wealthy country is reduced to
shutting his eyss and hoping for the
best as he siides towards the elec-
tions.

The thinking is that if he puts pro-
posals to Congress and they are re-
jected, then at least he will seem to
have tried something, and can pottray
the Democrats as the obstacle.

A more sinister possibility is that he
will resort to an election campaign
based on rabble-rousing against wel-
fare claimants - a tactic that recently
won neo-nazi challenger David Duke
40% of the vote in Louisiana.

But for Bush to pillory the victims of
the slump he has presided over may
rebound against him. Already bumper
stickers in New Hampshire, where
mass unemployment has preceded
the first presidential primary elections,
sportthe slogan “Saddam Hussein still
has his job. Do you?”

gan’s massive arms
spree in the 1980s. The
federal deficit is now
projected to be $400
billion in 1992, 6.7% of
the GDP.

One outcome of this |
is that having ‘won' |\§
against ‘communism’, |
the USA cannot now
bankroil any new Mar-
shall Plan initiative to
restore capitalism in
Eastern Europe or the
ex-USSR.

And having ‘won’
(and even profited fin-
anciafly from) the Gulf
War, Bush knows that
US military dominance
is not enough to guar-
antee markets for US
manufacturing indus-

try. Muitinationals
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Central America after El Salvador deal

The end

Centre Stage

Photo: Bob Ganrnon

of an era?

in 1990 the Sandinista revolution in Nicaragua was overturned
at the ballot box, and a right wing government elected under
Violeta Chamorro. Now the FMLN, the revolutionary front
that has waged a guerilla struggle in El Salvadox for ten years
and more, has agreed to lay down its arms.

Patrick Baker from Socialist Outlook asked JAMES
DUNKERLEY, author of such works on Central and South
America as Rebellion in the Veins , The Long War and Power in
the Isthmus, for his view of developments.

PB: The El Salvador Accords
represent a turning point - either the
end or a turn in a process unleashed
in the late 1970s with the Sandinista
revolution and the armed struggle in
El Salvador. What is your assessment
of the accords? Do they represent a
capitulation by the FMLN or a tactical
setback?

JD: It’s still not clear, because any de-
cisive victory or defeat takes time—it'sa
process. My inclination is more to say
they’re a tactical decision, although it’s
difficult to say anything’s a tactic after
10 years of civil war. I think the Bolshe-
viks’ Treaty of Brest-Litovsk is better
than most historical analogies, though
there aren’t many precedents for this
agreement.

There’s been no significant or
strategic change in the line of the FMLN
in the past few years. You could even
argue it's a partial victory. Anyone
who's been to El Salvador knows that
after November-December 1989 it was
quite implausible that they would win
by force of arms.

The United States was not going to
allow that. You could fight, but not win.
Any responsible political leadership
was going to have to take decisions.

So1don’t see it as a capitulation, par-
ticularly compared with the 1983-84
GAP accords [in which the liberation
organisations proposed a ‘government
of broad participation’]. I think it corre-
sponds fa irly accurately tothe balance of
forces within El Salvador, but much
more importantly to the global balance
of forces, for which the FMLN bears no
responsibility.

PB: But the real question is: what are

the possibilities of the accords being
implemented, given that the whole

- -

- - . o

apparatus is riddled with the goons of
the death squads? It's quite difficult
to believe that the police and the army
will be depoliticised, integrate both
sides, and move towards a more or
less liberal democratic state.

JD: Yes. That's clearly the case. It's
also worth making the point that the
balance is not the same as in Nicaragua,
where the Sandinistas held state power.
But some of the comparisons there are
worth drawing, if only because some of
the actors in El Salvador are looking at
Nicaragua.

The accords are bound to be broken
on a tactical level. But the question is
whether there will be a major break by
either the paramilitary or even the cen-
trist right to sabotage them. That possi-
bility is not negligible. The questionis, is
it inevitable or likely?

At the moment I think the FMLN’s
justified in saying there’s a possibility it
won’t happen, and the guarantees in the
administration of the accord give them
some security.

It could go horribly wrong, nobody’s
disputing that. But the war had to end
somehow, and if it’s not on the basis of
surrender, then there have to be deals.

There clearly needs to be a degree of
trust—they’vebeen shooting each other,
and in the case of the right murdering
thousands of innocent people and ‘ideo-
logical enemies’ for the last decade. So
sure, it’s not easy.

PB: It’s not easy to imagine anyone
trusting people like D’Aubuisson...

JD: But D’ Aubuisson is dying and his
influence inside ARENA and the spook
network of the right in El Salvador is on
the wane. These people aren’t very ro-
mantic or sentimental and they know
he’s dying.

So what do you have on the right? No
77 proper class analysis avoids
dealing with the enemy first
and foremost. You have a
right which is no more
pleasant — though with
rather less blood on their
hands — but which is pre-
pared to listen to the USA.

The US has decided —- par-
" ticularly the State Depart-
ment but even the Pentagon
— not that they want a deal
with the left, but that El Sal-
vador is an inconvenience.
B The ‘demonstration effect’
of defeating the left in E1 Sal-
| vador has become negligible

_‘___:.__ — _.:; for them.
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As in Nicaragua US

So any deal that involves just minor
concessions is relatively unimportant in
the imperialists’ logic. Just as in El Sal-
vador itself, you have people in the ap-
paratus who would prefer to go for an
all-out offensive against the FMLN. But
after tenyears, the purely military aspect
shows theFMLN is capable of surviving.

The FMLN is divided on this point,
because it’s not a truly united political
force. There is a faction which is for
upholding a maximum programme for
social change, not negotiation on civil
democracy.

But it would lose significant popular
support if it implemented that line. It
wouldn’t be able to engage in the battle
of ideas, which is what the rest of the
FMLN now wants to do.

PB: Going back to the links between
the accord and what’s happening on
an international and regional level,
those events at the end of the 70s —
the Sandinista victory and the FMLN
guerrilla conflict — have now come to
an end. It doesn’t look so long before
Cuba will join them. So what many on
the left saw as a chance for a real

breakthrough on an international level -

seems to have fallen through. What
do you think?

JD: The linkage between El Salvador
and Nicaragua is intéresting, because
one took state power and the other
didn’t, but they're still suffering the
same crisis.

I think this means that in this part of
the world, holding state power doesn’t
always hold the same advantages that
we'vealways figuratively assigned to it.
For a lot of the Latin American left, the
important thing was conquering the in-
stitutions of the bourgeois state. That

may have been misconceived in many

. respects.

The balancein Latin America is mixed
— you can accuse the Brazilian Workers
Party of harbouring a mish-mash of all
sorts of things, but within it contains
some very important movements. And
millions of people voted for it.

Similarly, millions voted for Carde-
nas in Mexico and there were elements
in his campaign that were far from a
sell-out. There were also elements that
were even closer to the right than the
PRI, the party in government. But there
were movements there that showed that
elements of the historic left programme
haven't just been junked.

So I wouldn't say it’s all downbhill. I
wouldn’t say that the Latin American
social balance necessarily measures up
as negative, in the context of the region

strategy in El Salvador has forced the revolution to disarm

as a whole. I think you're right thatit’
matter of time before the Cuban regin
collapses.

The big question — what's the ne
agenda — clearly involves a Jot of reco
sideration across the board. But with
Latin America, I don’t think it mea
throwing the baby out with the ba
water.

I think there are elements there in 8
past decade that are positive and cre
tive means of organising civil societw
maybe not the economy — which if est
lished institutionally, would have &
proved the lot of the poor and the
bouring masses. ,

Part of that has to be the indigenc
American character of things, son
times crudely put as ‘nationalism’, p
republican nationalism.

Sense of identity is something ve
important in a region that has suffes
acute imperialist oppression during 4
century. These features are import:
although they runa danger of being
cused of modishness at the moment,
post-modernism. '

But I think the left has been scared!
getting into these dangerous zo
where we compete.

If we have to compete in areas wh
are ideologically dominated by
bourgeoisie, then we should have
guts to do it. That’s one area where
left in Latin America has to get up
do something.

PB: An important factor in the case
Cuba’s decline but also Nicaragua's
the withdrawal of Soviet aid,
especially oil to the Cuban econo
That has an impact on standards of
living, and | think there’s no doubt
one of the reasons Castro has
maintained so much popular suppd
is that standards of living have bees
remarkably high. But Soviet aid wasi

mainstay.

Given that, how do you think the
downfall of the Soviet regime was
seen by the FMLN, the FSLN and-3
slightly different case - the Workers
Party?

JD: Going back to Cuba for a mirs
the kind of analysis of ordinary Cubs
in the '60s and '70s would be thros
comparing the workers state of Qi
with the capitalist state beforehand
through a memory of somewhere &
But it was their own, autonomous
came from the masses.

Now that generationis old, it's not
bulk of the population any more. ‘
majority compares this regime with







