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*FORTY million people are estimated to be at risk from starvation in the
latest African famine. Countless millions more children and young adults
have been irrevocably damaged by malnutrition. Yet African countries
are still plundered from low cost raw materials and shamelessly milked
of billions of pounds each year to bolster the balances of western banks. -

® CHOLERA, which has not ravaged the big cities of Western countries
since Victorian times, is again moving rampant through the slums of Latin
America, feeding off chronic poverty and the lack of elementary sewers
and clean water. And each year billions are being pumped out of Latin
America into the vaults of the big banks.

® After the carnage in the Gulf, WARS are still taking their toll as brutal
Western-backed forces kill, torture and maim in their efforts to overthrow
governments in Angola, Mozambique and Cambodia - just as the US-
backed contras did in Nicaragua. Elsewhere, western arms, aid and
influence prop up dozens of bloody and repressive regimes against mass
opposition — in El Salvador, Israel and now even Saddam’s Iraq.
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of capitalism

Capitalism in its heyday speeded the development of science and tech-
nology, ushering in a huge expansion of the productive forces. There are
now easily enough resources to house, feed, clothe and educate the
world’s population. Enough resources to build sea defences for
Bangladesh, ensure stable food supplies in Africa, and provide clean
water in Latin America. |

But modern capitalism — imperialism — continues to hold the third world
in utter poverty, through systematic exploitation of the big multinationals
and banks, and the murderous austerity imposed by the debt.

A new world order is needed — not George Bush’s, but a new order built
on social justice and solidarity between peoples. But that means not
increased charity, but the fight destroy imperialism. We can make a start
by campaigning to cancel the third world debt.

See editorial p.3 and centre pages

INSIDE: Ireland talks @ Tories crucify NHS




A long tradition of stmgglo'agalnst cuts: Liverpool demo 1984

Liverpool fight contlnues

THE FIGHT against the nearly

1000 redundancies announced by
Liverpool city council is continuing.

Rotating strike action, mainly by
NALGO and GMB workers, has af-
fected a large.number of council ser-
vices.

Nearly 400 redundancnes were
‘agreed by a full meeting of the coun-
cil on 6 March, and more than 500
by a council sub-commitiee on 26
March.

NALGO s challenging the legality

of the second wave of redundancies

in the high court.

The jobs axe has far from finished
its work in Liverpool. The financial
crisis of the city will mean that unless
this present wave is defeated, many

 thousands more will follow.

The political situation on the

- council has been complicated by the

outcome of the local govemment

elections. Five ‘ward’ Labour can-

didates, backed by the Militant,
defeated the ‘official'’ Labour can-
didates imposed by the part leader-
ship. |

The five have joined with 20
suspended Labour councillors to

form a ‘Broad Left' group on the

Wales swings to the left

i

Home News

council. There are 25 Labour coun-
cillors backing council leader Hamry
Rimmer and another two suspended
councillors who have not joined the
Broad Left council group.

In effect this means that in Liver-
- pool there is now a right wing
Labour-Liberal coalition runnlng the
city.

The five ‘ward’ Labour candidates
won a total of around 8000 votes, in
a total of 50,000 votes for Labour in

" the council elections. This compares

with 90,000 won by the Labour Party
at the last local govemment elec-
tions. |

Lambeth cuts face
mounting opposition

by Councillor John Tuite
LABOUR councils have a

‘neat way of making their

financial crises disappear -

you hand the crisis to others.

to cope with.

Voluntary sector nurseries
closing down, refugees denied
access to Englzqh classes, the
elderly shunted to more
‘economical’ housmg, workers

sacked. The list goes on, as what

could have been a pohtlcal crisis

for the Tories is turmed into a

social and personal crisis for
thousands of sacked workers or

| tenants denied services.

Lambeth council is no ‘excep-

tion, despite its recently under-

lined left-wing image and the
witch-hunt against 13 Labour
Councillors, mcludlng the coun-
cil leadershlp

Having aroused the chagrin of

~the national Labour Party and
the Tories by voting against the

Gulf War and Poll Tax bailiffs,
the council leadership seem
determined to see through the
£26 million cuts process, and
alienate their supporters among
the local trade unions. Poll Tax
cap mg will mean another £10
million of jobsand services aban-
doned.

Resistance is mounting. Two
Consumer Advice Centres were
to be closed. The workers oc-
cupied the entres and have
opened up for business when-

_ever possible, giving advice on

welfarebenefits, housing, and fel
bills to some of the poorest in the
borough.

Locals bring in food and small
change in support. Having had
the telephone cut off by the coun-
cil, NALGO have suppled two
moblle phones. Now into its

The then failed to build it, ex-
cept in Lambeth. Lammbeth NUT
came out solldly in support, as
did many NALGO workers. It
was just a start to what may hap- -
pen as education cuts accelerate.
There have been huge lobbies
of committees by groups facing
closure or grant reductions,
anger mounting as a handful of
councillors sweep away services
with a small, ashamed move-

ment of their voting hand.

- The .black community have
been particularly vocal, as in the
year we commemorate 10 years
since the Brixton uprising, the
partial gains forced out of the
council and government are
evaporated |

There is a need to overcome
the sectionalism of the response
to cuts. Lambeth Anti-Cuts Cam-
{) ign (LACC) has been estab-

ished and begun the work of
building joint union/com-
munity actlon There is a long
way to

But there is a growing under-

- standing that the cuts canonly be
-met with solidarity, as each

group that begins by lobbying
for its own service experiences
the council’s refusal to take heed
of their arguments.

Lambet%;uNALGO is ba]lotmg
for all-out strike action as we
write. If won, it represents a
chance to focus a real fight
agamst the cuts. But a major op-
portumty has been lost. At least
six London NALGO branches
have recently balloted on stnke
action.

Linking up these ballots
would have been a step towards
overcoming workers’ fear of
fighting the cuts in isolation.
What has “the NALGO
bureaucracy been doing, as

R | | In Cardiff, Labour ran a bring Labour councillors to theird week, this example of how thousands of its member’s jobs
by E.Madden and minority administration. Here b00]§ . to fight closures is showing and services get slashed?
| DRhYS ‘ the result was different, with Plaid Cymruis noalternative. every sign of dl%gmg its heels in LACC s CO“lSlderm§ conve;v |
Labour gaining from Toriesand  In Taff Ely they are forming a until the counci mg a meeting of London trade -

THE LOCAL elections
produced important changes
in Wales.

In the Labour heartlands of
the Southern valleys, Plaid
Cymru(PC) gained s’ignifican‘t-_
ly. For the first time in its 17
years history, Labour lost Taff
Ely council: It also lost seats to
PC in the Rhymni, Cynon and
Lliw valleys and in Neath.

Anti-Poll Taxactivists formed

a ‘Council of Action’and un-
seated the Labour deputy of
Merthyr council. In these
Labour areas, councils brutally
lmplemented Poll Tax collec-
tion. This slavish obedience to
Tory policies caused the swing
to Plaid Cymru — a sharp rebuff

Liberal Democrats and winnin
control. In thekey Canton war
which saw a massive swing to
Labour unseating three Tories,
anti-Poll Tax activists mounted
a ‘Don’t Vote Conservative’
campalgn o
There is a clear pattern to the
anti-Tory vote in South Wales.

- Where Labour implemented
- Tory policies, voters looked

elsewhere to protest. Where it
was a minority, there was a turn
to Labour to test it out.

- Now the task of anti-Poll Tax
and left activists is to pressurise
Cardiff council to ensure that
there is no return to past prac-

tices — doing the Tories” dirty

work. Labour councillors can no

council with independents and -
Liberal Democrats — hardly a
left opposition to Labour. The
arty remains unable to con-
ront right-wing Labourism.
Plaid mru has shifted
rightwards recently, illustrated
by its refusal to back Poll Tax
non-payment.

Opportunities '

Paradoxically, both the in-
creased Labour and PC votes
represent a left swing by sec-

tions of the working class.
Though the left is not well-

pla
in the elechon aftermath.

Local anti-Poll Tax activists _

, opportunities are open

gives way

On May 1 London NATFHE
called a strike against cuts in
adult and further education.

unionists and community
groups to tackle this 1solation. It

can be contacted for information
on 071 733 5670. -

Unipart stewards

sacked

by Martin Anthony

UNIPART, the supplier of spare
parts for Rover cars, has embarked
on a new offensive against union
officials atits main depotin Oxford.

Since privatisation four years

ed and expelled from the premises,
along with the AUEW Senior
Steward.

All three had around 30 years |
service with the company and many
years as convenors.

to Labour. This follows the Pon- - the backbone of the campaign — - - I A further mass meeting was then
t; ra;dd and Neath by-elections, 19 efer claim that their hands are need to link up with the Labour ago, the union Ieafd[ersh!p tﬁasr?ge organised, which saw the sacked
ﬁ ere PC sharply cut Labour muslt?y ];(;k oiﬁema]onty. This left, given the leadership’s one concession ater anotnerto e o5nyenors argue strongly against

majorities.
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Become a Socialist Outlook
Supporter

approach
throughout South Wales: to

' Yes' I want to become a Socialist Outlook

| suppoﬂer .

| I want more information about Soc1ahst Outlook 1

i I want to take an orderof ...........

copies of Socialist

abstention and Militant’s sec-
tarianism. They can work
together against the continued

eftects of the Poll Tax on jobs,

services and local democracy.
The Labour left can use such
links to strengthen their posi-
tion and bring leaders to ac-
count.

Attacks on PC by student

supporters of the Campaign

Group of MPs, the only or-
ganised left in the Welsh party,
will not help. Their anti-
nahonahst approach has more

company. This has led to the accep-
tance of employment on short-term
contracts — something that has been
rejected in every other section of the

Cowley car complex.
But now the Unipart management
has moved to destroy union or-
'~ ganisation wholesale. Moves to in-
| stitute ‘team leaders’, a key part of
the process of ‘japanisation’, were
strongly rejected by a mass meeting
on 6 March.

An attempt by the management

to prevent the organisation.of a fur-

any industrial action. They pointedto
the possibility of legal threats and
recommended a procedure cul-
minating in a ballot.

In practice this took nearly two

- months. Throughout this period

workers were warned by Unipart that
any worker taking action faced the
sack — and that a ballot would not
protect them. In addition, the com-
pany organised showmgs of videos
of non-union compames where

- workers were ‘better off’.

Eventually, on 2 May; all three

1’ ki i» common with Kinnockism § her mass meeting two davs later |
Outlook to sell than theleft that must be built in b g y semor_stewards were offered a-
| N Wales was Ignored, with workers insisting  coz 50 buy-off — which they ac-
AL . i iiiiiiieeteereesaconsocosossssssonsoconesssssasssosassosencsscssssss : i ' ! : \
| . l The Poll Tax and its effects on  [abTASLARAY ft';om the tJnupart cepted. An important opportunity to
L AAAreSS: . NiResanssanasernassnnsanns | Jocal government ]ObS and ser- management to the unions’ repre- roll back the anti-union offensive has
.......................................................................................... | vices will be felt as the recession  BESUEUSES been wasted. Instead, trade
T- | deepens in a depressed area. It In the event. the management ,nionism has been all but destroyed
M S+ smic M4 caimcu s ami4mamateci4sedctrimtecun-anttsantaaensRasArOOONAANSOEDDEADS ! muq!ﬁ E\e a hmn Or Orga_rﬂqahop m'n‘s.e was S"'{Fﬁ At 33{?!“ the in a p!ant that was once among the
- - - e | : 3 rrox r::t*- - S g — *om mim Aeg hefarg § ) . . |
| TEE3E TUT T D002 OL0>. -0 I T 0 _ongon. Ng 2UU T it o i.:. E:,“e W ;e:*; Q::""G Cgy — .57 MITIES DS I g organised in the industry.
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and a human cure.

‘weather patterns may be af-

‘They are heavily populated
them to take the risk of farm-

- suffered tidal waves from
~cyclones. Itneeds an effective

sea-defence system and Ouaumg'f'or' food more casualties ofbtha capitatlst markaf |

A toll of not SO non‘ural dlsasters

‘Natural’ disasters are worsened by

NO SOONER has a star-studded inter-

national pop concert been organised to
“help the Kurds, than the catastrophe in

Bangladesh happens. Tens of

‘thousands are dead, and cholera — fast

becoming the modern plague -
threatens millions more.

The organisers of last weekend’s pop con-

cert could have organised it for many more

causes. On top of the crisis in Kurdistan and

Bangladesh, famine is stalking Africa on a
huge scale and a tragic cholera outbreak is
threatening millions in Latin America.

The disasters hitting the third world are
coming so thick and fast that
it is difficult to keep up with
them. But are they natural?
Just a series of accidents? In
fact they are not. Each and
every one of these “natural
disasters’ has a human cause

Take the cyclone in
Bangladesh. Of course a
cyclone is a natural event (al-
though the erratic world

fected by global warming).
But the scale of the disaster
was entirely predictable and
preventable.

Edltorlal

poverty or simply caused by it. These dis-

asters are accelerating because the third

world, in a period of capitalist crisis, is get-
ting poorer.

The desire to raise money to give imme-
diate relief to the millions suffering and
dying is commendable and should be sup-
ported. But not as an alternative to a longer-
term resolution of this third world crisis.

~ A major cause of the crisis is debt bondage.

Once a country is unable to repay its debt,
the World Bank and the IMF come in to
impose austerity —which means terrible suf-
fermg and poverty for millions.

The worst devastation was

on the islands off the coast.

because of the lack of land for
the peasants. Hunger forces

ing the exposed islands.
Bangladesh has repeatedly

much more numerous

cyclone shelters. But the rich urban middle .

class has spent a lot more on defences
against nver—ﬂoodmg, a small danger by
comparison.

Land reform and the investment for sea
defences could stop this periodic carnage.
Neither the International Monetary Fund
which polices Bangladesh’s economy, nor
the country’s rich rulers are interested in
either land reform of effective sea defences.

The cholera epidemic in Latin America
tells a similar story. Only an ample supply

-of clean water, basic hygiene and adequate
food can keep cholera at bay. But millions
of people in Peru, Colombia, and the other
“countries of the Andes basin do not have

these.

The left in Britain must take up the cam-

' paign for the cancellation of the third world

debt. Fighting the debt strikes at the heart of
the present unjust world economic order. It
is true that imperialism, the exploitation of
the poor countries by the rich, existed long
before the debt crisis— and would exist even
if debt bondage were abolished.

But the fight to cancel the debt immedi-
ately leads in to a fight for a new world
economic order. This summer the leaders of

the seven richest nations come to London

for their economic summit (see centre
pages). The demonstrations against them
are the opportunity to strike a blow for all
the oppressed of the third world.

The first issue of the new
newspaper-style Socialist
Outlook got a good
response from our sup-
porters and sympathisers.
Sales were higher than they
ever were when we had a

magazine . format. We have

had a steady flow of new

subscribers, and donations,

including some from people

we did not previously

know.

The good response has been
heartening - but there is a long

way to go before the paperisas

good as we want it to be; and
we think that we can improve
the level of sales to make a big-
ger impact.

Build on our success

There are a number of ways
in which our supporters and
readers can help the newspaper
develop. First %y making sug-

estions for improvements and

or articles. All the criticisms
and comments we receive are

being collated and regularly
discussed by the editorial staff.
Tell us what you want to see in
the paper.

But we need more reports of |

local and labour movement
events. If you have a proposal
for an article, or news on which
wecan baseanarticle, send itto
us at PO Box 1109, London N4
2UU. |

We need to ensure that we
maximise sales, and especially
subscriptions. Supporters
should utilise the opportunity

of the 2.50 introductory sub-
scription to get people to sub-
scribe. And we want sup-
porters to tell us of any left
wing bookshops which do not
get the paF

Most o all we need to get

money back from sales to our

office as soon as possible.
Socialist Outlook supporters

- who take a regular bundle can

help us by paying foritthrough
a standing order.
Socialist Outlook, in line

with our support for the |

Socialist Movement, supports
its new paper socxahst Inorder
that we do not clash with the

launch issue of socialist, there

will be a three-week gap be-
tween issues 2 and 3. Our next
issue will be out on 8 June.

O'UTiook

Who will improve
public services?

As election fever mounts the Tories
have carried out a gobsmackingly
hypocritical ploy in launching their
‘Charter’ for decent public services.

The only rational point in this offensive is
public services are in crisis in decay.
Anyone who has to use public transport in
most of the country, or relies on social ser-
vices, or can even see the state of the streets
in most major towns can tell you as much.

But the core of the Tories proposal is the
idea that wrecked public services are the
fault of the workers.

If you're homeless, then its the fault of the
NALGO workers at the council housing
department If the dustbins aren’t emptied
then its the fault of the GMB workers empty-

ing the bins. And if the tube is impossibly

crowded and dirty, then of course its those
ASLEF and RMT workers who've
sabotaged it. They must be held to account
through performance related pay and other
sanctions.

Norational person could believe this non-
sense. The services and infrastructure of
Britain are in crisis because of underfund-
ing, because of prlvatlsatlon and deliberate
run-down. |

But Labour’s response is hopeless All
Kinnock and Gould can say is ‘they stole the
idea from us’. John Major’s line that
Labour’s promise to improve thing all
round and not raise taxes is empty has a
point. .

Where would Labour get the money to -
renovate the NHS and improve public ser-

vices all round? Especially when Labour

says it will not cut defence spending. Espe-
cially when there are no plans for radical
attempts to redistribute wealth from the
rich. |
Labour s promise to 1mprove pubhc ser-
vices sits ill with the ‘we’re promising
nothing” line. Labour is promising nothing
because if it comes to power it will do so on
the basis of not reversing the main planks of

~ Thatcherism. Official party politics 1s be-

coming a ‘beauty contest’ where the three
main leaders pedal what are essentially
similar policies.

If Labour wanted to really defeat the
Tories public services scam then they
should expose its content - that of blaming
the workers. Neil Kinnock and Bryan Gould
are a million miles from associating them-
selves with anything so principled.

No. 2 May 18,1991 Page 3
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Was tha obal done by Jlmmy K napp and other rail dmdn ofﬂcials a sall out or
a necessary retreat? The issue is now being debated among rail workers.
Below Is one point of view from a Sociallst Outiook supporter

Step up
fight

agains
sexism
IN

unions!

*

| by Carolyn Sikorski
WOMEN ACTIVISTS in the trade
union movement face sexism and

workplace and in their trade union.
Combine this with the sexism and
discrimination in society in general

discriminatory practices both in the

and the result — women are under-

Tube workers suffer

defeat on jobs

By an RMT Tube Worker

800 JOBS have been lost on
London’sunderground. Two
of the unions representing

tube workers, the RMT and

TSSA had voted 2-1 for in-
dustrial action to oppose
~over 1000 job losses.

But by the close of the ballot-

ing period and after London Un-
derground (LUL) had called for
negotlahons at the arbitration
service ACAS the unions felt un-
able to implement the action.

The two clear reasons for this
were a massive and unprece-
dented campaign of intimida-
tion by management and the
splitting of the union side by
ASLEF - the train drivers’ union.

Negotiations at ACAS 200
jobs and instituted talks on
rosters which could increase
staffing. Proposals to cut
another 800 jobs were
withdrawn and working parties
on staffing and pay levels set up
after the 1989 strikes, but aban-
doned by management, were
reconstltuted

The talks reinstituted promo-
tion and transfer arrangements
and extended from 18 months to
three years the protection of
earnings of displaced statff.
Nevertheless, large-scale reor-
ganisation of the ‘permanent
way’ and engineering staff,
which at this stage involve no

.

]ob losses, remains.
Management could move

- quickly towards the break-up of

these departments. Individual
line managers would control
their own permanent way and
engineering services, with the
option of putting the work out
to pnvate contractors.
However, it is unlikely that
ary major changes to passenger
services will be proposed this
side of a General Election. LUL
management is severely dis-
credited in the eyes of the public.
All their macho style has
produced is a £100 million
deficit and worse services. The
pubhc want better and safer ser-
vices with more staff on trains
and stations. Only a new Tory
election victory would give

managementa fresh mandateto

cut back in these areas.

ASLEF, the association which
represents 50% of LUL train
staff, collaborated with
management’s plans from the
start. |

Thev adopted a position that
thev would not fight for booking
clerks orstzanion ez Bosweorss
they did not ever rign: tre [ »s
of 272 train jobs - because there
were no compulsory redundan-
cies.

For the first time in living
memoTrV, oneunion negotlated a
deal with management after the
others had failed to agree, and

Socialist Movemernt
‘Trade Union Committee

Public Meeting

Unshackle the Unions

Thursday 13 June, 7.30pm
City Halls, Candleriggs, Glasgow

Speakers:
Judy Cotter, Livempool NALGO
Carolyn Sikorski (SMTUC)

This meeting has been sponsored by the Scottish Socialist Movement and
Scottish Labour Party Socialists. After the meeting there will be a discussion
on the formation of a Scottish sub-committee of the SMTUC..
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before they had finished ballot—-
Their national officials

stated that they would not sup-
port any of their members who

respected official picket lines.

Their local officials actively

campaigned against the RMT

and TSSA ballots and declared
support for management’s
plans to sack activists.

During previous ballots in
1987 and 1989 management

took no initiatives. This time,

threats of the sack were
widespread and backed up by
individual letters to the whole
workforce. In addition,

‘management imposed the pack-
-age while unions were still bal-

loting. Compliance with the
new anti-union laws meant that
the new arrangements were in
place four weeks before ballot-
ing could be finished.

By the time LUL management
called talks at ACAS, activists
were concerned that a repeat of
1985 was on the cards. Then, an
all-out strike called by the RMT
against the one person opera-
tion of trains was ignored by the
mawrty of the workforce and

~2= om0 e =oee off within 12
TSCRITS

[ ew ::: ::L.:: Srro2TOT The
AECSIOr T C2.. O cresTmKe was

The immeciate task is 0 gQeal
with the preblem of ASLEF. For
ten vears this organisation has
been the tail that w aoged the
dog of the Federation of railway
Unions. Atthesame time as con-
sistently refusing to ballot for
full amalgamation, ASLEF has
poached more than 1000 mem-
bers from RMT on both BR and
LUL.

The bureaucratic sham of the
federation must be taken on
board at this years RMT AGM.
Flghtmg for one industrial
union must be combined with
consistent pro aganda to defy
the anti-union laws.

The RMT LUL District Coun-

cil has an excellent tradition of
mass leafleting both in between
and dunng industrial disputes.
To this must be added a new
tradition of assembles of ac-
tivists which alone can organise
widely enough to combat
management intimidation.
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represented at all levels of the
movement.

This fact, which would hardly
surpnse any woman who at some
pomt in her life tried to get involved
in her union, has recently been
studied in some depth by the Labour
Research Department (LRD) and the
results published in a booklet
Women in the trade unions — actton
for equalily.

According to LRD only 26% of the
11 million women in employment are

~in TUC affiliated unions compared

with 47% of men. Despite this,
women represent abeut a third of the
trade union movement.

The bookiet contains statistics
revealing the disproportionately low
number of women on national execu-
tives, attending national conferences

and holding general secretary or na-
tional full-time positions.

Unfortunately figures showing the
number of women who are shop
stewards or branch officials are

much less comprehensive and only

11 unions keep statistics revealing a
contradictory picture. For instance

“NUPE has 71% women in member-

ship with 46% of the NEC but only
30% of branch officers. The NUT
however with 72% women member-
ship has only 29% of the NEC but
50% of branch positions held by
women.

Most unions over the past few
years have made some effort to in-
crease the participation of women in
their structures. This is a result of
women themselves demanding
changes.

The approach advocated by the
TUC is to urge unions to improve
women’s equality at work. Their
‘Charter for working women' outlines
18 areas for negotiation with
employers including patemity/paren-
tal leave, subsidies for child care
costs and occupational health issues
including cancer screening. The
TUC also encourages changes in
union practices detailed in the
Charter for equality of women within
thetr trade unions .

The Charter includes the estab-
hshment of ‘advisory committees,
holding of union meetings in work
time and representation of women
on union committees proportionate
to the membership in the unions.

However, the recession is result-
ing in steadily increasing attacks on
workers' existing terms and condr
tions and their very right to organise.
With a trade union leadership that

Slde by side on the pickat line women join male engineering workers

refuses to confront these assaults
the improvements in conditions of
work and any extension of union
rights (such as facility time for union
meetings) will be very hard to
achieve. |

In other words women are likely to
be further marginalised in the trade
union movement rather than see
their position improved Particulariy if
the TUC’s strategy is the only one

‘adopted.

The crucial area that is deliberate-
ly excluded by the TUC is the en-
couragement of women {o organise
as women in the unions. This means
that that such organisation is less
likely to be part of the union structure
and decision making process.

The LRD booklet makes some ref-
erence to women-only ‘initiatives’ but
gives little detail. Some of these
‘initiatives’ clearly do feed directly
into the structures of the unions.
However they should not be con-
fused with certain unions national or
regional ‘women’s committees’ that
include men and are not elected by
women.

In NALGO for instance women’s
groups in the branches sometimes
elect representatives to branch ex-
ecutives and national conference.
This structure was fought for very -
hard by women in the union over the

“past few years. However it is now

under threat as NALGO dissolves

itself into the ‘superunion’— NALGO-
NUPE-COHSE. The signs are that

‘the women’s. structure will be

dumped and replaced by reserved

‘places on union committees possibly

even being elected by men as well
as women. |

To discuss women'’s involvement
in the unions, the Socialist Move-
ment Trade Union Committee
(SMTUC) and Women for Socialism
(WES) will be holding a national meet-
ing in November. Planning has al-
ready begun and the special needs
of younger women, black women,
women with disabilities and lesbians
are being recognised in the wide
variety of workshops and caucuses
that wiil take place.

The SMTUC would be grateful for

details of women’s experiences —
successful and otherwise — of or-
ganising in their unions. |

Anyone who can supply infor-
mation or who would like to attend
the meeting please contact
Carolyn Sikorski, Secretary
SMTUC, 53a Geere Road, London
E15

OK. Weie aonceded equality. Now,

s there anyth
Qo fo -HAe puyt\)qD

efse before we

-

SuJeH uyop




B B o . MR TR

SRy TR TR L TR, i o i i D

Northern Ireland
negotiations

- X . \... - o o CCPL IS ‘.' D D) h
o . ey . » " . e e . 4 BASSBO .,
P R G L Xty 88 N N BRIOERS
. : o JoioR : iiay ettt - 3 OV , e B L2
S 8 A BT RNy et R AL OO s 80y 5 o o RO s RO R,
_ ) . - e K-, g (02 2 200 S B % s PO o e
p SO o 5 SO0 R0 008 9G- 1 . o Tt
; . ORI RN A 3 e SRRE R > i R A G o ’ i AN
R L R 0 MRS A A X e K oy 3 g % : B RRRS (i Gttt e, i
OO 23 o Q \.::5 B ORI |- WARY CRERRIS ; e R 3 .- Ry R e .l
oo 22 - - WA e - e 83 o % RIR 05
* SO EAGR e o .-:-'?..:..\ Redele 8 vo % e Ok % REDD, L .. .
. QR e AR AR OOTRS T ) - 'y . P.. SN .
. o - A e X 2 R o -
. MO . B e ‘-‘a_-:., T aeieaney o X Q0 5 X
. . " s St AR IRTLIE, v % R ", %
b . R R L e : A
e R o 2 5 ”
) Al ia? QS0
. e et s .
.l e RO 5 , BIORX O %
. . - bt AT 2 p. O PN ) Q&
Tt PO 2 - TR o ey
' L . e e 2l QRGN R, - Ny
e R & & - 5 R
e DR * * A SOK o .t ;'-'o.". 0
. L . il Q ey * BN ¥
’ L - - . QOO L S
: o - e SRR RO s ey S, 400
TRERRES RS R s RATR PR
- RREX X - o, Ty 0 g ;
SRR B el B3 RS B e
- CRRR i g X d
L e 2 % =
v e R ":‘_ £ B ¥
. . = i e ) g -
R ey 3 3
Bir e SR 2 g Sl
L 05 22 R
B BeoR 2 o o
D e
L 3 N NS
%0 .
R R 20
: Ly '
. K 1l A
. o 2R A

..............
.....
........

3 - .
- . p .:
. . 2
. oy I
AR
-giizi:i'?:l:::-':ftf
¢
' o) 2%
1 3 : 20 ONRRE
% R ;
b X

.....

RN

..............

............
'yt

G
.............
BRI
RPN
Cnna

-

by Piers Mostyn
ALL BUT ONE of the parties
in the north of Ireland are to
participate with the Dublin
and London governments in

a process of negotiation. |
Secretary o State Peter
Brooke appears to have pulled

Sinn Pein’s failure to&ﬁéht tha Accbfd has helped to marginallse fhalr Influence on the situation

- The final stage, London-
Dublin talks, will formally set
the seal on the whole deal.
Thus, contrary to the media’s
hype, the initiative is not about

militant republicanism. It
failed. Support for Sinn Fein
was not significantly eroded.
The Unionists were intran-
sigently opposed. If anything,

- It can no longer rely on its
traditional role as majority
party, the occasional token
nationalist posture, and an al-
liance with the church. Political

mination, independence and
unity. The package will be sold
as ‘democratic’ - with the back-
ing of all major British and Irish
parties. Even the loyalist

off 2 coun in initiating the first violence increased. a Unionist climbdown. It’ssuc-  stability and a partnership with  paramilitaries have guaranteed
o ificanpt oun d-tabl% talks on Sof d cess would be in drawing con-  British, Euro&»ean and Interna- not to put a spanner in the
N%T;thern Ireland in 18 years oitene up stitutional nationalism into the tional capital are essential to works. So far the silence of any

The ‘bottom line’ has been the
objective of a new partitionist
settlement based on devolution,
and the exclusion of Sinn Fein.

The initiative should be op-

poSed. on this basis alone.

Excluded

It excludes both a party repre-
senting 10% of the six county
population and the aspiration of
the majority of the Irish people
(confirmed in recent opinion
polis) for national unity and in-
dependence.

Simultaneously the British
are drafting in military reinfor-
cements and preparing legisla-
tion (the 1991 Emergency
Powers Bill) to add new un-
precedented repressive powers
to uphold the border.

The last such initiative was
the 1974 Sunningdale Agree-

ment. That was based ona com-

bination of ‘power-sharing’
(government of the six counties
by majority rule, but with the
‘minority’ given minor execu-
tive responsibilities) with an
‘All-Ireland Coundil’.

The Unionists’ desire for a
return to the unfettered sec-
tarianism of pre-1968 Stormont
was politically unacceptable.
The bourgeois nationalist SDLP
had to be persuaded that becom-
ing junior coalition partner in a
reformed Six County govern-
ment was worthwhile. |

Sop to nationalists

Dublin involvement was thtis

- seen as a sop to nationalist
aspirations and a brake on any

Unionist misuse of their posi-
tion. The power-sharing execu-

tive was brought down by |

loyalist resistance, culminating
in a general strike. Their main
objection was not so much to
power-sharing with Catholics,
as to any hint of southern invol-
vement in decision making.

In 1985, the Dublin and Lon-

don gevernments signed the
Hills%orou h Accord which
sought to address the same ob-
jectives. Paper recognition was
given to the aspirations of

Northern nationalists and

regular consultation between
London and Dublin initiated.
But support for partition was
copper- astened.

The Accord was little more
than anattemptto realignall the

. main bourgeois parties against

ther

But the Accord did help to
soften up the constitutional
nationalists into accepting fur-
olitical compromise.
Under Sunningdale the all-
[reland dimension was there at
the beginning as an integral ele-
ment of the devolved power-
sharing package.

Under the current talks there
will be three stages that will en-

sure an internal settlement is-

agreed between the Northern
parties, beTore discussions
begin with Dublin. The SDLP
will thus have to agree to a
devolved six-county govern-
ment without any guarantees
about the South. |

At stage two (North-South
talks) the Unionists, will refuse
to countenance any institution-
al set up giving Dublin a say.
But the trap will be set. By then
it will be difficult for the SDLP
or Dublin to withdraw, as the
former will already have stated -
it's acceptance of the internal
settlement.

first devolved partitionist ad-
- ministration since the fall of
Stormont. How has Brooke
done it? | 4
~ First, the Accord notonly sof-

the SDLP, but also
helped to marginalise the

tened up

Republicans. After the mass
mobilisations around the 1981

hunger strikes and the electoral
rise of Sinn Fein, Republicans
failed to mobilise against the

Accord. |
Underestimated

Indeed, they underestimated

the threat it
since the ear
decline in the mass struggle.

osed. The period

The SDLP can now enter a new
arrangement with less fear of a

Republican-led boycott.
Second, politics in the South

are on the move. The long-term
effects of a national debt of

Latin American proportions,

and the erosion of its electoral

base, have forced the Fianna
Fail government to rethink its
strategic alliances. *

y 1980s has seen a

stave off economic crisis.

Hence Haughey, who o
posed the Malvinas war and the
Accord and described the six
counties as a ‘failed non-entity’,
has done a U-turn.

Gulf War

He b;reached the 26 counties’
neutrality by allowing Bush

refuelling facilities in the Gulf

war; he has embraced the new
talks; and is now offering ar-

ticles two and three of the con-
stitution (embodying the
aspiration to Irish unity and in-
dependence) up for negotia-
tion. |

Third, European unity is on
the horizon. Post-1992 socio-
economic harmonisation with

the North and Britain poses a

type of economic unity that is

far more attractive to the Irish

capitalists than the risk of na-
tional unity, with the dangers
of instability and a re-unified
working class. |
The result will be a historic
compromise of the Irish
people’s rights to self deter-

opposition (particularly from
British Labour) has been
deafening. '_

Nonetheless, it remains a
high-risk strategy for Britain. A
resurgence of mass nationalist
struggle in the North remains a
possibility and could challenge
the acquiescence of the SDLP.

Southern politics are very
unstable - especially given a
strengthening of the left,
reflecting dissatisfaction with
Haughey’s vicious austerity
programme. Even in Britain,
the Irish vote will be important
in the forthcoming election.

Link-up

A link-up between the left
and the Irish community could
help crack the appearance of
consensus. Socialists in this
country need to build such an
opposition and expose the lie -
that this is a democratic peace
process, rather than another
neo-colonial settlement im-
posed undemocratically and
upheld by force.

)

Bangladesh - much more than

just a na

by Oliver New

JUST SIX helicopters were
available to the Bangladeshi
government. With this they had
to deal with the devastation left
In the wake of the cyclone which
killed up to 200,000 and left 4
million without clean water or
food — a pathetic contrast to the
mighty array of technology used
to blast Iraq. |

Bangladesh itself felt obliged to
contribute 2,000 troops to this im-
nerialist war against another third
world country. Yet it has probably
suffered more than any other
country outside the Gulf, losing
$500 million in exports, Kuwaiti aid
and remittances from Bangladeshis
working inthe Gul. And many of the

latter have ‘disappeared’, to the .

total disinterest of Bangladesh’s
‘allies’. .

Bangladesh is regularly inun-
dated by water, either through the
flooding of it's two great rivers or by

sea storms driving across it. The .

whole country is low-lying and high-
ly populated, with an average of
1,700 people per square mile.

It is therefore little wonder that so
many people are attracted to live in
even the most low-lying sand spits.
but few shelters have been built by
the government against these in-
evitable typhoons for the last ten
years.

‘Thanks to the TV cameras jolting
living-room consciences in the
West, more shelters may now

bebuilt. But charity of this sort is no

long-term answerto the basic prob-
lem of dependency.

~ The horrifically violent partition of
India in 1947 led to an artificial

* boundary between Bangladesh and -
- Calcutta, where jute, still the main
~export, was processed.

tural disaster

Bangladesh was exploited by West
Pakistan and only achieved inde-
pendence twenty years ago — after
a war in which a million people died.
Sixteen of those twenty years have
seen the country ruled by military
dictatorships. Itis a history of suffer-
ing. |

Today's disastrous flooding
comes only two months after the
election of a civilian prime minister,
Mrs. Khaleda Zia.CAmerican state
department officials were drooling
with euphoria over the election
results.

Mrs. Zia, widow of the first
military dictator, was just the sort of
leader they wanted. To help to prop
her up, they wrote off $292 million

~ In debts.

~ This, said a spokesperson of the
State Department, ‘will encourage

‘Bangladesh to stay the course of

economic reform outlined in it's

IMF-gnhanced structural adjust-

ment facility.’ So they give with one
hand and take with the other!

An overwhelmingly agricultural
country, Bangladesh is also very
much at the mercy of india, its big
sister, which surrounds it. Un-
surprisingly, neither the Indlan
bourgeoisie, nor the IMF have
shown any interest in the construc-
tion of concrete coastal shefters,
any more than in the construction of
industry.

Mass student and youth
demonstrations at the end of last
year led the military to give a final |

push to Ershad, the dictator, and

usher in elections. N

But for Bangladeshis to have &
government that will act In their in-
terests will take moté popular
mobilisations. The revolutionary left
movement was crushed and forced
underground in the 1970s. Its re-
emergence inthe nextfew years wil
be a matter of life and death.
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