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German workers show the way

Time to fight
back!

‘SUPERPOWER RETAKES GUTTED CITY’ was last week’s The economic crisis is hitting Britain hard, and new attacks
Observer headline. Just 15 months after the ‘new world order’”  on the unions and welfare state are being quickly prepared by
was proclaimed by killing 100,000 in the Iraqi desert, the US  Major’s governemt. After Labour’s election defeat, neither the
ruling class faced the humiliation of an uprising of the poor  Labour nor union leaders have any answers ’
and oppressed in its own cities. The Labour leadership election, after the undemocratic
; exclusion of Livingstone and Grant, is becoming a farce.
In Germany hundreds of thousands of striking public sector Neither Smith or Gould have anything but empty platitudes to

workers have just given Chancellor Helmut Kohl a bloody offer.
nose. Germany and the US show it is possible to fight back. The
Ever since the fall of the Berlin Wall the media have German workers won despite harsh anti-union laws. Waiting

announced the final victory of capitalism. But world capitalism  for the next general election, perhaps as far away as 1997, is a
as an economic system is failing badly. useless option for British workers. Now is the time to fight!
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. By Harry Sloan
Friederich Engels described Brit-
ish elections prior to the Labour
Party as being a choice of which
member of the ruling class would
next exploit the workers,

Now a special Labour Party con-
ference is to decide which Kinnockite
is to press ahead with the rightward
policy changes that have brought a
humiliating fourth electoral defeat and
now further disastrous losses in coun-
cil elections.

It was bad enough for many to re-
alise that Neil Kinnock's reactionary
rule changes had blocked any left
wing challenge from Livingstone and
Grant.

It is even worse to sit through the
charade of a debate between the
Gouldite Tweedledees and Smithite
Tweedledums — a debate in which all
the traditional terminology is useless.

Is John Smith, the union bureau-
crats’ choice, who exudes all the char-
isma of a merchant banker on Valium,
tothe 'right’ of Bryan Gould, the super-
annuated yuppie who masterminded
Kinnock’s catastrophic 1987 election
flop?

Is Margaret Beckett, the former
Bennite who backed the miners in
1984 before swerving to the hard right,
{only to rediscover her CND card in a
dressing table drawer during the
leadership contest), less ‘radical’ than
John Prescott whose main fighting
credentials centre on his pugilistic ex-
ploits in the Commons tea-room?

When you reach the magnetic
North Pole, your compass will not
work. Labour’s policies have been so
far removed from any socialist or
working class framework that the con-
ventional pointers of left and right
mean nothing. This is even more true
now the ‘soft left’ have divided their

If Smith or Gould is the answer, it’s a silly question

Labour’s choice of evils

support between the various leader-
ship contenders.

The LCC in particular is split, with
some following Gould while others,
like the bookies' friend Robin Cook
(clearly with an eye to the best chance
of preferment if he backs the winner),
are backing the Smith campaign.

Quickly into the lists for Gould was
Clare Short, with an article in Tribune
backing him because ‘he is more radi-
cal and imaginative', but also backing
Smith - ‘John Smith and Bryan Gould
would make a fine team’. .

The reality is that all four conten-
ders stand guilty of flagrant, long-term
Kinnockism. Despite Kinnock's pre-
election joke that no sensible house-

- holder would calt back a plumber who

had already failed three times to fix a
leak, Labour Party members are being
asked to choose a new leader from a
gallery of failures.

Smith and his deputy Beckett - the

architects of Labour’s wretched
economic policy, so conserva-
tive asto offer nothing to working
people; so half-baked as to give
the Tory press a field day, run on
a ticket of more of the same.
Gould’s gossamer-thin left
credentials rest on his commit- |
ment to economic ‘intervention-
ism’, though he also pioneered
the concept of ‘social ownership’
as a facade behind which na-
tionalisation was abandoned.
He was quick to describe Paddy l

Ashdown’s cheeky suggestion /s he any btter? John Prescott

of a Lib-Lab block as ‘interes-
ting'.

The extent of Prescott's political
challenge to the existing leadership
can be seen from the fact he is willing
to be deputy to John Smith, doing the
dogsbody work of building the party
organisation while Smith steers
through right wing policies.

For the left there is little option but
to campaign for a write- in campaign
to spoil papers by showing support for
Livingstone and Grant, and to press
for rule changes to fift the ludicrously
undemocratic requirement that achal-
lenger requires the endorsement of
20% of Labour MPs in order to stand.

Scofttish

anger

mounts

By Gordon Morgan
THE GENERAL election
result in Scotland shocked
most commentators,
especially the increase in
Tory seats.

The Tory concentration on
maintaining the union, and on
Labour’s tax plans, allowed
them pick up 40,000 extra votes.

The Labour vote held steady
and the SNP picked up extra
votes from the Liberal Demo-
crats, but not enough to make a
breakthrough.

Labour’s Scottish executive
was paralysed by the election
result and remains unable to re-
spond to events.

The SNP having predicted a
breakthrough which did not
materialise then predicted an-
other breakthrough at the dis-
trict elections, which also didn’t
happen. With fewer MPs and
only one district council they
must reappraise their tactics.

Despite Tory gains Labour
retains control of all Scotland’s
major cities, despite their vote
having fallen to 34 per cent.

After the initial election
shock their was anger
throughout Scotland that such
a result had been allowed to

happen. Seventy five
per cent of Scots voted

for constitutional
change, and for the
fourth general election ina row
this was denied.

At least three separate cross-
party groups were set up to
campaign for constitutional
change, and in particular for a
referendum. The most. signifi-
cant was Scotland United
backed by Campbell Christie of
the STUC and Pat Kane of Hue
and Cry.

So far two rallies have been
held in Glasgow attracting five
and a half thousand and six
thousand people respectively.
Local committees are being set

up.
Multi-question

The Scottish referendum
campaign is backed by the Scot-
tish group of Labour MPs, the
SNP, Liberals and Greens. Al-
though the exact formula has
yet to be determined, all sup-
port a multi-question referen-
dum in Scotland on the status
quo, devolution or inde-
pendence.

Many hurdles remain how-
ever. Labour is committed to
campaigning for a referendum,

Glasgow

just failed to take one other.

Sheridan elected in

Tommy Sheridan was returned as Scottish Militant
Labour councillor for Glasgow Pollack while serving six

months in Soughton prison for anti-poll tax activities.
Scottish Militant Labour took two seats in Glasgow, plus a further
two of sitting councillors expelled for association with Militant. They

Militant Labour have four seats on Glasgow council, compared with
five for the official Tory opposition. Labour has 5.

Militant Labour’s main base is in the south of Glasgow where they
built huge support through the poll tag campaign. They showed that
votes could switch to left candidates in local elections.
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but no committed to holding
one if the government says no.
The SNP wants to hold a ref-
erendum but is internally
divided on tactics. It won't go
into a constitutional conven-
tion, but seems willing to oper-
ate on a referendum sub-com-
mittee.

Now the district elections are
over the Salmond wing of the
SNP may be able to win tactical
co-operation with Labour if
they agree.

The keK issues are the word-
ing of the referendum and
laying out a timetable. it would
cost about £2 million if the gov-
ernment refused to play ball.
The favoured date is St An-
drew’s day in November; if
there was a ‘yes’ vote to con-
stitutional change, a mass rally
would be held in Edinburgh in
December to coincide with the
EC heads of government meet-
ing.

gL.abour is clearly divided on
this issue. Around a dozen La-
bour MPs are backing Scotland
United. Others like Brian Wil-
son are vehemently opposed.
They key for success is pressure
from below.

At a Scottish Socialist meet-
ing, with over two hundred at-
tending, from the Labour party,
the left SNP, and independent
socialists, there was a general
agreement to build a socialist
campaign for a referendum;
building the committees from
below, but arguing the socialist
answer at the same time.

This campaign has a sell-by
date of one year hence. If a ref-
erendum hasn’t been held by
that time, or another major in-
itiative taken, demoralisation
will set in.

By Terry Conway
WOMEN INVOLVED in the
Livingstone Grant campaign are
trying to ensure that women’s is-
sues are forced up the agenda in
the leadership election.

They are fed up with the fact that
it is the centreground of the Labour
Party who have made propaganda
around making the party more
women-friendly. For them of course,
this means getting rid of nasty
‘macho’ things like strikes and
demonstrations.

They ignore the millions of
women in low-paid, part-time jobs;
without nursery facilities and deeply
affected by cuts in public services.
Making Labour listen to women is not
about abandoning socialist policies,
it is about rebuilding the principles of
struggle and solidarity.

Sowomen are coming together to
organise a fairly unusual meeting as

Women speak - will
Labour listen?

part of the discussion on what way
forward for the party. Under the title
‘Women Speak: Labour Listens'they
have organised an afternoon of
debate and dialogue to which all
those who stood in the leadership
and deputy contests have been in-
vited.

Each candidate will be given five
minutes at the beginning, and five at
the end, to state what they think
Labour can and should do in support
of women. But the buik of the meet-
ing will be discussion from the floor.

The mesting has been sponsored
by Women for Socialism, Labour
Women in NAC, Women in Black
Sections and the Labour Campaign
for Lesbian and Gay Rights.

‘Women Speak: Labour
Listens’ Saturday 23 May, Red
Rose Club, 129 Seven Sisters Rd,
London N7 (Finsbury Park tube)
2-5pm. Creche, Refreshments,
Wheelchair Access. Admission
£1/50p. All Women Welcome.

—

March against

racist attacks
Stop racist policing
Sunday 17 May

Assemble 2.30pm Drummond St.,
London NW1

~

March to Kentish Town police station
Called by Drummond St. Asian Youth Association
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Time fo regroup the left

PHOTOQ: John Harris

For fighting left unity!

LABOUR'’S general election defeat and
the election for the new Labour leader
must mean some hard re-thinking on the
left. -

In the next period the new realist right wing
will intensify its attack on the left throughout
the labour movement. The working class is
going to be under renewed attack from the
bosses and the Tories. In situations of defeats
the way is opened for drawing right-wing and
defeatist conclusions.

But this is not the time for demoralised ab-
stentionism or routinist responses. On the
contrary the left must go on the offensive
against new realism and the legacy of Kin-
nockism.

The candidacies of Smith and Gould pro-
vide a focus for all those who want to move
the labour movement further to the right. In-
deed the impending victory of Smith is more than
just a re-run of Kinnockism; it is the victory of the
hard right. :

The project of the right wing and the trade
union bureaucracy will be to weaken the links
between Labour and the unions, and work,
over time, towards a new form of coalitionism
with the Liberals. Some ideologues of a new
‘anti-Tory’ coalition even argue that the

But the election campaign will come and go.
More important in the long term is that the
new situation is used to reorganise and regroup
the fighting left. How can this be done?

Obviously there needs to be amove towards
the maximum unity of all those forces who
reject new realism and stand by socialism,
class struggle and democratic advance; and
those forces need to debate out the key politi-
cal campaigns which can begin to build an
opposition to the slideto the right.

Crucial here is the role of both the Socialist
Movement and the Socialist Campaign group
of Labour MPs. The Socialist Movement must
turn itself into a more active, campaigning
force.

Livingstone-Grant

First tasks include an all-out mobilisation
around the Livingstone-Grant campaign, and
building for a huge turnout for the Socialist
Movement trade union conference on 18 July,
the Leeds conference of the Labour leftin June
and the Convention of the Left in the autumn.

But the Socialist Movement cannot stand
alone: it has to broaden its base of supportand
seek fighting unity with all other forces pre-

The organisational basis for reorganising the
Labour left and class struggle forces cannot be
sucked out of anyone’s thumb. Clearly, the
building of a new broad alliance of the left
must be based on a commitment to class
struggle, and not simply inner-Labour fac-
tional fighting.

But the precondition is agreement on a plat-
form of clear anti-capitalist and democratic
demands to fight together in the labour move-
ment on.

Scotland

The left must champion the demands for
self-determination in Scotland and Wales. The
fight for Scottish self-government in particu-
lar will be at the cutting edge of resistance to
the Tories in the next period; it has an explo-
sive dynamic. Any left regroupment which
fails to take this on board will be still-born.

Other key bases of a new left platform must
include the fight to unshackle the unions; com-
bating racism, starting with the fight against
the re-introduced Asylum Bill; fighting for
women'’s equality; and the commitment of the
labour movement to alternative economic
policies, including a radical reduction in

defence spending, re-nationalisation of

foundation of the Labour Party was a
mistake.
For workers at the sharp end of

“The dividing line now is all those who stand against
new realism and for class struggle on the one hand,

struggle the choice of waiting for a La- against those who are going to capitulate to the

bour government (until 1997!) is no right-wing consensus of the union and Labour bosses”

privatised industries, a shorter work-
ing week with noloss of pay, and swin-
geing taxation of the rich.

These proposals should form the
basis of new Socialist Charter, around

longer there. The response of the union
bureaucrats will be to urge compliance
and acceptance of the bosses’ offensive — job-
cutting, ‘Japanisation’, speed up —rather than
resistance.

Deepen defeat

Now the left must say as loudly as possible:
the right must not be allowed to getaway with
it! They have delivered us defeat after defeat.
They want to deepen defeat, opening the way
for open business unionism and political
coalitionism.

How can we fight back? In the Labour Party,
there is now a choice. The decision of the
Campaign Group to stand Livingstone and
Grant was a big step forward. Despite the
undemocratic stitch-up prevlenting them
being formal candidates the campaign will
continue. Good. The right wing are trying to
gag the left, and it will not be gagged.

pared to stand out against new realism in the
labour movement.

This is not a question of narrow tactical
debates about whether to be in or outside the
Labour Party. We need, for example, a fight-
ing unity of all those in the trade unions, in-
cluding forces currently organised around the
Morning Star, to fight to unshackle the unions,
attack new realism and resist the bosses’ of-
fensive.

Such initiatives would be strengthened by a
more unitary attitude by the SWP and the
Militant, both of which organise considerable
forces.

The dividing line now is all those who stand
against new realism and for class struggle on
the one hand, against those who are going to
capitulate to the right-wing consensus of the
union and Labour bosses.

which a campaign of signatures should
be launched throughout the labour,
'womens and anti-racist movements.

All socialists worthy of the name will now
mobilise all-out for the Livingstone-Grant
campaign. But the opportunity must now be
seized to forge a new alliance capable of fight-
ing back against the new realist right and the
Tories. As Fidel Castro once put it: ‘Division
in the face of the enemy was never a socialist
or intelligent tactic’.

The extraordinary workers’ mobilisation in
Germany is a salutary reply to all those who
want to write off the working class and its
struggles. After the post-election shock, mil-
lions of workers will be faced with the choice
of either fighting back or going under. It is
likely that workers’ struggles and confidence
will only gradually be rebuilt; but to maximise
resistance to the Tories and new realism the
left cannot sit on its hands.
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German strikers humble Kohl

Vorsp

durch

rung

picketing

By Patrick Baker
PUBLIC SECTOR strikers in
Germany forced Helmut
Kohl’'s conservative govern-
ment into a humiliating
retreat, as negotiators back-
ed down on their ‘non-nego-
tiable’ pay offer.

Union leaders have recom-
mended a 5.5 per cent deal, plus
various ]ump sum extras, to
their 2.5 million members. But
many trade unionists are angry
at thesmall increasein the offer,
and want to stay out for a better
deal.

In the biggest public sector
strike Germany has seen in
decades, hundreds  of
thousands of trade unionists
have filled the streets for nearly
two weeks,demandinga 9.5 per

cent pay rise.

Workers walked out in air-
ports and post offices, and left
their trains and rubbish carts
standing idle. The strike cost
hundreds of millions of marks.

Warning given

Private sector workers are
still in dispute, including en-
gineering workers in IG Metall,
Europe’s biggest union. ‘Warn-
ing strikes’ of more than 100,000
have already been called to
show employers that the en-
gineers mean business. Build-
ing workers have started a
work to ruleand look set to join
the strikers soon.

Starting point

Private sector employers

International News

Theatervd; 

were quick to claim that ‘the
result of the negotiations in the
public sector can and will have
no function as a model for
private business’. But the 5.5
per cent deal is likely to be seen
as a starting point, whatever
employers say.

Helmut Kohl's conservative
government is faltering, hit not
just by strikes but also by the
resignation of Foreign Minister
Hans-Dietrich Genscher. With
Kohl in headlong retreat and

private sector strikes mush-

prison h
inthe w

WHICH COUNTRY im-

risons more of its popula-
tion than any other in the
world? South Africa per-
haps?

o, the United States of
America, guardian of western
democracy. With a prison
population of over 1 million,
the USA’s incarceration rate is
nearly 50 per cent higher than
that of South Africa. And it is
expected to goup by a third in
the next three years.

A disproportionate number
of those imprisoned are black.
If you are a black American in
your twenties, you have a one
in four chance of being in
prison or on parole at any one
time. There are now half a mil-
lion black men in US prisons.

And the racism of the US
‘justice’ system extends to the
darkest corner of the US legal

The largest

ouse
orid

system, ‘Death Row’. The
death penalty in the USA
was halted for five years
in the 1970s because its
application was so ran-
dom as to be unconstitu-
tional. But when it was
reintroduced, only the

letter of the law was
modified — the basics
were not.

Around one per cent of con-
victed murderers in the US are
sentenced to death. Peopleare
sentenced to death not so
much for what they do but for
who they are’ a new study of
the penalty concludes. And
that means, in practice, that
those on Death Row are over-
whelmingly black, poor and
uneducated.

Now George Bush is trying
to extend the death penalty,
playing to the most reaction-
ary ‘law and order’ sections of

US society. A new bill before
Congress would mean that
capital punishment was avail-

able for a further 55 offences.
The American Civil Liber-
ties Union says of current US
thinking ‘Toughness is the
universal solvent to every
problem that America faces ...
the death penalty is a symbolic
demonstration of toughness’.
They conclude ‘there are over
2000 people on Death Row. If
we were to kill them all ... the
US would witness the greatest
slaughter of its citizens by a
western

|
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democracy
this cen-
tury...".

The prison
system and
Death Row
are the sharp
end of a sys-
MM u.":” tem that is

racist
u“ ﬂﬂ' uﬂj.‘ through and
,“ﬂ )m' } through. The

W i m W} only surprise

W ,“ﬂ in the ex-

.Hﬂ' ]m “ plosions on

the streets of

LA, Atlanta

and other US

cities is that it

didn’t come
sooner.
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rooming, the time is ripe for
public sector workers to stay on
the offensive for a better deal.
They have already made
progress, but they could get
more.

‘We didn’t go out on the
streets for 11 days to get what
we could have gotamonthago’,
was the strikers’ reaction. OeTV
leader Monika Wulf-Mathies
could facereal problems incom-
ing leadership elections if sheis
seen to back down without the
best possible deal.

Power-house

Germany is renowned as the
economic power-house of
western Europe and also as the
bastion of social peace. But the
last few weeks’ strikes have
seen more days of action than
any of the last five years. The
social peace is no more.

man Institute of Directors. After
years of growth up until 1990,
things have now changed. Since
1991, production has stagnated,
orders have gonedown and real
income fell by at least 1.5 per
cent.

That’s bad enough for the
bosses, but things are worse for
the workers and the state, who
have borne the massive cost of
unification. The national debt
has mushroomed and tax rates
have increased for ordinary
workers. Coupled with soaring
unemployment in the east,
that’s a recipe for explosion.

Defensive

With the strongest working
class in western Europe, and
around a third unionised, Ger-
man workers are well-placed to
force Kohl on to the defensive.
Union leaders are beginning to

It was founded on
the classicdeal of so- |
cial democracy — |
good conditions,
low unemployment
and regular pay
rises in return for
compliant unions.
With an economic |
boom throughout
the 1980s, Germany
could afford it.
Profits more than
doubled, rising|
from 232 to 514 bil-
lion Deutschmarks
(DM). Kohl

Under attack

Coupled withlow unemploy-
ment and union laws that make
Britain’s look union-friendly,
strikes were few and far be-
tween. But now all that has
changed. It's not because
Germany’s unions have swung
to the left, but because the
economy is under attack — first
from the international reces-
sion, second from the cost of
unification.

‘The economy is going
througha durable recessionand
political confidence in the bour-
geois government is falling'.
This was not a radical union
leader, but the head of the Ger-

get more combat-
ive. Monika Wulf-
Mathies, leader of
the public sector
union OeTV, said
of the negotiations
‘We stood next to
each other and did
not have anything
to say’.

But while the
workers are on the
offensive and
Kohl’s government
is weak, opposition
to Kohl in the
Bundestag (parlia-
ment) isn’t strong. Bjorn
Engholm’s SPD, the equivalent
of Labour, seems to have moved
away from the idea of coalition
with Kohl's CDU.

But it has no more answers to
the destruction of east
Germany’s economy, or the
decline of wages in the west,
than the CDU. The left is weak,
and in its absence it is the ex-
treme right Republikaner who
are gaining among the youth
and the unemployed.

If the left can build out of the
current wave of strikes, show-
ing that workers’ unity is a real
alternative to the racism of the
extreme right, it would be a real
step forward for the German
workers movement.

“ Germany is renowned as the economic
power-house of western Europe... But the
last few weeks’ strikes have seen more days
of action than any of the last five years. The
social peace is no more”
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Poor united in LA uprising

US Rebellion

‘Not a race riot, o
class riot’

By Jeff Mackler
THE QUOTATION in the
headline above is taken from
aspecial reportin the 11 May
edition of Newsweek.

This one-sided judgement by
urban sociologist Joel Kotkin,
that class — not race —
propelled the protests, never-
theless helps explain the depth
of the uprising in South central
Los Angeles.

The intolerable condition
being suffered by Latinos an®
even white workers in this com-
munity spurred it to take action
in solidarity with their black
sisters and brothers when the
outrageous Rodney King ver-
dict was announced.

This is what triggered and
gave force to the powerful
response throughout that city
and across the United States.

Detonator

It was the fundamental issue
of racial oppression which
detonated the rebellious out-
break of mass protest. At the
same time, it was the
generalised misery suffered by
all sections of the working class
in the central cities which ex-
plains the multi-racial composi-
tion of the protestors and the
exceptional force of their com-
bined action.

This event reveals for the first
time how deeply broad sectors
of the working class have been
affected by the relentless
decades-long ruling class as-
sault on workers’ living stand-
ards.

It also marks the latest and
most convincing proof that the
coming American revolution
will combine a workers’ strug-
gle for class liberation with a
black struggle against super ex-
p]oitaﬁon and national oppres-
sion.

When four white cops where
caught on videotape in the act
of beating black motorist Rod-
ney G King within an inch of his
life while being arrested for a
traffic violation, the US ruling
class was put on trial in theeyes

LAPD - keeping the city safe for the rich

of America and the world.

The repeatedly televised
video, showing 81 seconds of
one of the most brutal beatings
ever captured on film or tape,
allowed the whole world to
eye-witness a day in the life of
black America.

Naked

The only surprise in this
racist jury’s decision was the
sheer nakedness of its upside-
down verdict: the jury ruled
that this prostrate and helpless
black victim was the criminal
and that the four gun-toting
club-wielding cops were his in-
tended victims!

A reaction from the black
community was only to be ex-
pected. But the fury of theupris-

ing in South central Los An-
geles — which spread to cities
across the land — exceeded all
expectations.

The economic situation for
African Americans has grown
worsesince the urban uprisings
of the 1960s. Average black un-
employment for the 1980s was
over 11.4 per cent, nearly three
times the rate for whites (4.1 per
cent).

Among black teenagers un-
employment stands at a con-
stant 50 per cent and over 40 per
cent of all black children are
growing up in poverty. Over
the last decade funding for so-
cial programs in the inner cities
has dropped by 60 per cent.

One of the most telling statis-
tics, which clearly reveals the
pent up rage in the black com-

/.
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munity shows that there are
more black males in prison than
there are in college — one out of
four blacks is either in prison or

on parole!

On the spot television
newscasts clearly showed that
the fury of protestors was
directed at a ‘system’ which
shut them out and condemned
them to lives of poverty. Vir-
tually everyone interviewed
cried out for jobs which could
provide a decent living and
decent housing.

Outbreak

This forced the capitalist
media to take note of the under-
lying economic and social cause
of the outbreak of mass protest.
It couldn’t be denied or ignored.

The capitalist media worked
overtime to create the basis for
another white backlash like the
one they created and nurtured
after the ghetto explosions of the
1960s.

At that time one of their
poison-pen journalists went so
far as to concoct a story alleging
the existence of a ’‘Blood
Brotherhood’. A pureinvention,
never substantiated, in which
unnamed blacks were alleged to
be planning murder and
mayhem against whites.

Today, virtually every news
account of the Los Angeles
uprising includes the word
‘violence’ in its title, the daily
death toll was reported like
scores in a World Series. And
the false impression was driven
home that it was black and
latino ‘rioters and looters” kill-
ing innocent whites.

But the fact is that according
to the latest figures, of the 58
reported killed all but 14 of the
dead were black and latino (26
blacks, 181atinos, 2 asian, and 10
whites). This strongly suggests
that it was cops who did the
killing.

Crisis of leadership

The first conclusion which
can be drawn from the Los An-
geles-centred rebellion is that
the great force expressed in the
uprising, there is evidence that
a much broader revolt of work-
ing people is gestating beneath
the surface of American society.

But the most important les-
son is that without effective
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leadership and without a pro-
gram around which the power
of the exploited and oppressed
masses can be effectively
focused, spontaneousrebellions
are not enough.

Up to this moment, unfor-
tunately, such a leadership with
the courage to lead and an effec-
tive program for action has yet
to emerge.

The generation of the 1950s
and 1960s found its Martin
Luther Kings and Malcolm Xs,
and the generation of the 1990s
will also find leaders.

Furthermore, the crisis
revealed by the fallout from the
Rodney King verdict affects the
working class as a whole, which
also has not yet solved the prob-
lem of leadership. Nor is it a
coincidence that this challenge
to working peoplein the central
cities comes on the heels of the
defeat of the United Auto
Workers, the most powerful in-
dustrial union in the country, in
their strike against Caterpillar
Inc.

Mass arrests

On top of all other causes of
discontent, 13,500 people have
been arrested in connection
with the rebellion in Los An-
geles.

On May 6, it was reported
that 6,600 protestors were still
being held without charge. Or-
dinarily, they must be released
if charges have not been made
before thelegal limit of two days
has expired. But the California
legislature took emergency ac-
tion on the same day that the
two-day limit expired — ex-
tending the holding period
without charges to an unprece-
dented seven days!

The vote upholding this fun-
damental violation of human
rights was passed by a shocking
majority of 62-0in the California
Assembly and 33-0 in the
Senate.

This gives them time to con-
coct phoney felony charges
against those who dared to
protest against police brutality,
juridical injustice, and political
and economic repression.

Jeff Mackler is co-National
Secretary of the US Fourth Inter-
nationalist organisation Socialist
Action.
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By Pete Williams
RMT members on London Under-
ground have voted 2-1 for strike
action against the Company Plan.
There was a 65 per cent turnout in
the ballot.

The National Executive Commit-
tes, which contrary allegations in the
mass media, is overwhelmingly domi-
nated by right wingers elected by fully
postal ballots, voted for immediate
talks with management.

It also voted to talk to the other rail
unions in an attempt to forge unity with
them in a campaign against the Plan
and for the issuing of mass leaflets to
the public.

Tube workers vot

RMT chief Jimmy Knapp

Meanwhile the other rail unions -
ASLEF, TSSA and the Confed — con-
tinue to refuse to ballot their members
on the grounds that the Plan ‘doesn't
affect their members'!

The failure to name adate for strike
action is a problem as management
may well combine with full-time offi-
cials to delay negotiations beyond 28
days, by which time under the anti-
union laws, action must commence.

However talks with the employers
became unavoidable once the LUL
management changed their position
on negotiating the Plan after the RMT
ballot had commenced.

Prior to that the management had
been absolutely adamant that the
Plan was not up for negotiation. All
they wanted was to discuss im-
plementation with local repre-
sentatives.

With the RMT ballot underway,

e for sirike

management in-
formed the work-
force by individual
letter that they were
now prepared to
negotiate within the
existing machinery
and would honour
the Promotion,
Transfer and Re-

dundancy agree-
ment which has as its corner stone the
vital principle of seniority.

The danger now is that minimal
concessions will persuade national
negotiators to call off the fight allowing
management to revert to imposition in
a few months time.

The membership stood up to man-
agement lies, intimidation and misin-
formation and delivered a remarkable
mandate for strike action within a fort-
night of a crushing electoral defeat.

Once again it will be up to the RMT
District Council to turn the mandate
into effective defence of the members.

Car unions fix ballot to
back japanisation

By Tony Johnstone
UNION leaders at Rover, from the
right-wing of the EETPU to the
TGWU ‘Broad Left, were deter-
mined to get workers to accept the
management proposals in the
document ‘Rover Tomorrow'.

The document introduces ‘New
Management Techniques’ in one fell
SWoop.

it proposes, for example, complete
flexibility, team working and ‘con-
tinuous improvement', setting a prece-
dent for the whole motor industry. lts
acceptance was a travesty of
democracy.

Only one or two changes were
made at a national level - there wili be
no short-term contract workers and
unions will predominate in negotiation
structures.

All the rest was left to plant-level
negotiation. After six months, with no
involvement of ordinary workers, a few
more concessions were made, largely

around the question of seniority in cer-
tain, very particular situations.

Union leaders then argued for ac-
ceptance. To persuade union struc-
tures within Rover to accept the deal
they argued ‘If you don't accept this,
the company will just implement the
original document’.

So the National Joint Negotiating
Committee (NJNC) unanimously
recommended the deal, and then a
150-strong delegate conference con-
firmed this with only around four votes
against, followed by a plant-level com-
mittee.

in Cowley, the Joint Shop stewards
Committee (JSSC) wasn’t allowed a
vote. In Longbridge, the JSSC first
voted against, but after a visit from
TGWU official Tony Woodlay, they
agreed to accept.

Shop floor meetings were hostile,
patticularly those heldby management
in Cowley and Solihull. The impression
was given that workers had no real
choice. But this was hardly challenged
by the unions —the NIJNC never issued

By Sam Stacey
This year's Trades Councils’ con-
ference will be official, unlike last
year's. it was organised ‘illegally’,
after being disbanded by the TUC.
Forced by the level of opposition to

TUC tries to shackle
trades councils

tion of all unions to their Trades Coun-
cils.

But it aiso says that affiliation
money should be paid direct to the
TUC. At the moment, local TUCs get
the money from the unions, and con-
trol their own finances.

Trades councils

reinstate them, the
TUC apparatus
now aims to retum
| to the past — bar-
ring the conference
from discussing
anything contrary
to TUC policy.

They have al-
ready ruled ‘out of
order’ resolutions
supporting the ‘Un-
shackle the Unions’
campaign and the
TUC-affiliation of
the oil workers’
union OILC.

While the TUC's
retreat was a vic-
tory, they shouldn't now be allowed to
reduce the conference to a taking
shop. But with the Trades Gouncils
currently under review, last year's
unity against the TUC's undemocratic
action, will not be so easily achieved.

Local TUCs agree on the need to
maintain the conference, and on the
need for representation at the TUC
Congress.

But a document recently produced
by the TCJCC is more problematic.
First, it proposes the automatic affilia-

L& - i
Stormin’ Norman Willis

often operate out-
side the TUC's for-
mal rules — in theory
they can't do any-
thing contrary to TUC
policy, but many do
just the same.

Movements
against the Gulf war
and for Poll tax non-
payment saw many
defy the bureaucracy
at Congress House.
Control of the purse
strings would be a
powerful weapon in
the hand of a TUC
regional secretary to
force local TUCs to toe the line.

The other problem relates to the
Joint Consultative Committee. At the
moment the JCC is powerless — it
can't even carry out decisions of its
own conference. This cannot go on.

The Trades Cauncil movement
needs autonomy within the TUC's of-
ficial structures to develop its poten-
tial. The TUC decides policy at its
&ongress, but can't impose that on
individual unions. Why should Trades
Councils be any different?
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a single leaflet.

But shopfloor hostility was so strong
that they broke down this barrier and,
at Cowley and Solihull, voted heavily
against the deal. Then came the
‘counting’ of the votes.

Manual votes from each plant were
added together, and then added to the

staff vote. So there was no way of -

knowing how each plant had voted —
and no way of challenging the result.

At the count itself, the manual
workers’ vote was first announced as
being against, with a majority of 240.
After a ‘recount’, this changed to a vote
in favour, with a majority of 16.

All those at the count favoured a
‘yes’ vote —so no further recounts were
held. Added to the staff vote in favour,
there was a majority in favour of 169,
out of a total of 24,000 votes.

So on April 16, the unions happily
signed the agreement. Not so happy
are the workers, who have to live with
itand can'tunderstand where this ‘yes’
vote came from.

NUT leader McAvoy

NUJ heads for
new Crisis

THE CRISIS in the National
Union of Journalists looks
set to continue, despite vic-
tories for the left at its an-
nual Delegates Meeting
(ADM) over the May Day
holiday weekend.

The key issue at ADM was
the sacking of ex-General
Secretary Steve Turner by the
executive for flouting union
policy. Three out of four
delegates, including the left
(with the sanctimonious ex-
ception of the SWP), criticised
the NEC for its handling of the
case, but confirmed the right
winger’s dismissal.

Now Turner has resigned
from the union, vowing to set
up a right wing competitor.

Delegates were also up in
arms over the sacking of
Financial controller Daniel
Stafford. ordered on a flimsy
pretext by Acting General
Secretary Jake Ecclestone. An
instruction from the NEC to
reinstate him was ignored.

At ADM, Ecclestone’s allies
put up . a fight against
reinstatement — with some
back-up from Stafford’s own
union, APEX (/)-butdelegates
voted by a hefty majority to
order his rapid reinstatement.
But on the day after the bank
holiday, Ecclestone refused

point—blank to implement the
decision, and ordered security
staff not to allow Stafford into
the union HQ.

Now moves are afoot to
force Ecclestone to back down
at the union’s National Execu-
tive. If these attempts fail, a
campaign is likely to be
launched within the union for
a Special Delegate Meeting to
sack him.

The NUJ right-wing’s other
move at conference was to try
to use the union’s financial
crisis to try to slash back every
last vestige of the union’s cam-
paigning structures; but they
were again heavily defeated
by delegates.

In elections, NUJ Left can-
didates generally did well.
John Toner was elected unop-
posed as Vice President; Per-
gamon strike leader Jim
Boumelha tied with right-
winger Bob Trevor, and will
serve as President for the first
six months, and Kyran Con-
nolly came within ten votes of
unseating the union’s General
Treasurer.

The conference also agreed
to back the ‘Unshackle the
Unijons’ campaign and to get
involved in the work of the
Anti Racist Alliance and the
Anti Nazi League.

Teachers challenge NUT

leaders’

By lan Kaye

The main teachers’ union
(NUT) conference met this
year under the shadow of
the Tory victory. But
delegates remained combat-
ive, and not ready to give the
NUT’s Broad Left/right
wing (now almost indistin-
guishable) an easy ride.

The Conference started with
a procedural manoeuvre from
the Broad Left. So as not to em-
barrass Kinnock, ran the argu-
ment, motions would be
divided into ‘Policy’ and
‘Action’, to be debated in
separate areas of the agenda.

The intention was clear — the
leadership could ‘left face” on
policy, and then oppose any-

retreat

thing but the most token of ges-
tures in action. But it backfired
and the manoeuvre was
rejected.

This was to be the key to the
leadership approach — card
votes and any procedural
device to delay discussion. But
since the conference wouldn't
go away, the Broad Left told us
their reaction to the fourth Tory
term. The strategy had changed
from ‘Wait for a better

overnment’; now the word
“longer’ had been inserted.

The majority of the left,
grouped in the Socialist
Teachers Alliance (STA), tried
to amend this, focusing on the
threat of job losses and redun-
dancies. This fell, promptly
splitting the leftover whether to
vote for the leadership’s new

realist motion — with many
against, but the SWP in favour!

Teacher appraisal, the cut-
ting edge of ‘new management’
of schools and a vital ingredient
of performance related pay
within teaching, caused a lively
debate. Left opposition to the
leadership line — negotiation of
local appraisal schemes — won
considerable support, only
being defeated through
manoeuvres.

Victories included motions
on racism, which included af-
filiation to both the ARA and
ANL. And a left motion calling
for national strike action to op-
pose redundancies not only
survived a weakening amend-
ment from the executive, but
was also carried almost unani-
mously.







