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No one on the international
Nazi circuit has done more to
encourage the re-birth of fas-
cism in Germany than
‘revisionist’ historian David
Irving. Irving has been
speaking at Nazi rallies all
over Germany, praising the
rebirth o ‘'vigorous
nationalism’ among German
youth.

These activities have already
earned Irving a £700 fine in Ger-

‘many, for contravening anti-

fascist laws —claiming that the

holocaust is a Zionist myth.

- Now Irving is to speak at
another revisionist seminar on
19 September. These closely-
guarded events are presented in

‘non-party’ terms, but the atten-
~danceand organisation is heavi-

lydominated by the fascist BN'P.
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- Irving at it again

Irving’s last seminar con-
centrated on the holocaust: this
time he is speaking on the ‘race
problem’.

The Committee to Stop Irving
15 organising
demonstration to protest the
historian’s activities. Meet 19
September 12 noon at 81 Duke
Street, Mayfair from where it

- will proceed to the fascist meet-

ing. For further details ring 071-
277 0817. |

Alessandra  Mussolini,

- grand-daughter of the Italian

dictator and very much a cham-

~ pton of his politics, is speaking

ata fringe meeting organised by
the sinister Western Goals outfit
at the Tory party conference in
Brighton. A demonstration is
likely to be organised outside
the meeting. | |

Thousands march
against racist

murders

By Rachel Newton

Over three thousand people took
to Manchester’s streets on 22
August to protest the brutal racist
murders of Mohammed Sarwar
and Siddik Dada earlier this year.
It was the largest anti-racist
mobilisation Manchesterhas seen

for many years.

The march was a highly militant
display of anger. Slogans like ‘Justice
for families’, ‘No justice, no peace’
and ‘self-defence is no offense’ were
chanted in Urdu, Bangladeshi and

| English.

The march was joined by' contin-
gents from around the Greater

Manchester area, and form cities fur- -

ther affield including Birmingham,

Sheffield, Bradford and London.
Many businesses on the route of

the march through the Asian com-

munity closed as a sign of support,

and a minute’s silence was observed.
A wreath was laid at the spot where
Mohammed Sarwar was killed.

The final rally was addressed by
the recently-formed Black peoples Al-
liance, Newham Monitoring Project
the Anti-racist Alliance and several

‘ local campaigns.

The success of the demonstration
was the result of serval months hard
campaigning. The Siddik Dada and
Mohammed Sarwar Memorial Com-
mittee has provided an exemplary
modet for this type of campaign.

Firmly based on grassroots ac-
fivisks with black militants in the
forefront, it managed to unite a wide
range of forces under its banner.
From beginning to end the bereaved
families were placed at the heart of
the campaign and fully consulted at
every stage.

Despite attempts by the Anti-Nazi
League and sections of the Anti-
Racist Alliance to gain narrow faction-
al advantage out of this serious cam-
paign, a real working relationship,
based on mutual respect, was forged
between black militants and white
anti-racists on the basis of co-opera-
tion and mutual respect.

Socialist Outlook supporters
played a full role in this, and will con-
tinue working to build an anti-racist
movement in Britain that is grassroots
based and democratic, with a clear
understanding of the need for black
self-organisation and leadership.

International News

another

Germany

Social

‘step up
violence

A WAVE OF neo-nazi
violence rocked Germany
last week in the wake of six
consecutive nights of fascist
rioting in the Baltic coast city
of Rostock. Copycat inci-
dents were reported in Ber-

lin, Cottbus, Eberswalde, -

Goerlitz, Leipzig, Stendal,
Schwerin, Neubrandenburg
and Eisenhuettenstadt.

Far right gangs have killed
seven people so far this year in
around 300 acts officially desig-
nated as serious violence, as
against three fatalities in the
whole of 1991.

Troubles flared up after 300
mainly western rightwingers
converged on Rostock on Satur-
day 22. Intelligence sources
knew of the

preventative action.

On the Monday night a hostel
for asylum-seekers in the sub-
urb of Lichtenhagen was tor-
ched down after police gave the
green light by withdrawing for

‘an hour, ostensibly to reinforce.

Local residents shouted en-
couragement from the bal-
conies of their tower block flats,
many giving raised arm Hitler
salutes. Around 200 Romanian
gypsies living in the building
were subsequently evacuated.

The disturbances were the
worst since those in
Hoyerswerda in September
1991, which saw almost all for-
eigners driven out of town.

A nationwide anti-fascist
mobilisation backed by local
trade unionsdrew an estimated

20,000 to the city on Saturday
.29 | |

- Some 3,400 additional police

Brutal bunch,

plan, yet the
‘authorities failed to take

Sieg Heil: Nazi's in the

weredrafted in to mounta huge
security operation, baton-
charging anarchist
demonstrators at the end of the
peaceful march in sharp con-
trast to their tacit co-operation
with the fascists. |
Meanwhile, the trial of five
east German skinheads accused
of murdering a black Angolan

outside a nightclub in

Eberswalde began in Frankfurt
an der Oder last week.

A gang of 20 youths went out
with a specific intention to
‘slam niggers’. The ringleader
testified: ‘There wasn’t one of
us who didn’t stomp him.’

With the right to asylum
enshrined in article 16
Germany’s constitution, over
500,000 refugees are expected in
the country this year, twice the
1991 figure.

There is a growing clamour
across the mainstream parties
for immigration law to be
tightened, fed by members of
the governing CDU party
frightened of losing electoral
support to the far right.

Even Bjorn Engholm, leader
of the left-of-centre opposition

- SPD, backtracked on formal

party policy to declare ‘im-
migration must be braked and
controlled’. -
‘Most of Germany’s quality
press has been critical of such
responses. In a front page

opinion piece, heavyweight

weekly Die Welt commented:
‘The ~ asylum debate,

'90s

designed to serve infighting
among conservatives, has only
damaged them and was useful
to the right extremists alone.
The latest cave-in from the SPD
- disguised by a thousand
windy get-out clauses - seems
to be feeble opportunism, and
will prove as much an exercise
in self-deception as in voter-
deception.”

Initiative Schwarze Deutsche

[Black German Initiative] Lon-
don spokesperson John
Amoateng-Cantara said:
- “The most frightening thing
about Rostock is not that nazi
thugs attacked foreigners - that
happens all the time.

“The problem is that ordinary
ctizens in the street were ap-
plauding their actions. That is
something that shocked me, as
aGerman. |

'l believe that they just
waited for something like this

- tohappen to say, “we’ve got too

many immigrants, we’ve got to

change the asylum law”.’

Amoateng-Cantara con-
trasted the police response to
Nazis with the heavy-handed
suppression of. anti-nuclear’
protesters in the late eighties,
adding: ‘Don’t tell me the
policeare notable to protect 200
frightened foreigners. These
people could easily have been
dead by now.’

The Anti-Racist Alliance

-staged a picket outside the Ger-

man embassy in London on

Thursday 27.

Rostock - the port they
made redundant o

... hey you, that's Rostock!
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HOSTOCK LOST much ofthereasonforits

existence the day Germany reunited.

Alongside the nearby Polish cities of
Szczecin, Gdynia and Gdansk, it functioned as
an integral part of an international port and
shipbuilding complex servicing the entire east-
ern bloc, with standards equalling those in the
west.

Local shipping line DSR played in the inter-
national big league, operating joint services with
Britain’s Cunard Ellerman.

Massive shipyards, developed in the fifties to
meet Moscow’s demand for vessels as part of
war reparations, provided work for 55,000.
Some 30 ships a day called at the port while
other vessels queued for a berth.

On October 3, 1990, the house of cards
came down overnight. Real unemployment is

now around 50%; in some of the surrounding
agricultural villages, the figure soars to 80%

The western ports of Hamburg and Bremen
briefly slashed prices just long enough to ruin
Rostock’s port. DSR is now a junior partner with
the west's Senator Linie. Kvaerner, the Nor-
wegian shipbuilding multinational that now
owns Glasgow Govan, has suspended its bid to
buy worldclass facilities at the Warnow
shipyard, in an attempt to screw the price down
further. The shipbuilding industry now employs
just 5,000. |

Meanwhile, Germany’s finance minister
Theo Waigel is calling for cuts in unemployment
benefit and training and job-creation schemes. |
Small wonder the fascists ‘they're taking our
jobs’ rhetoric is winning a response in Rostock’s
grey concrete tower blocks.
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Pogrom

in

Rostock

From David Mueller in Berlin

AUGUST 25 was a truly historic day in
Germany; two to four hundred fascists,
cheered on by a mob of several thousand,
burned down a hostel for asylum-seekers

in Rostock.

And on the same day, the leaders of the op-
position SPD let it be known they would sup-
port changes in article 16 of the German con-
stitution, which stipulates that the politically
persecuted enjoy the right of asylum.

It is just a year since Nazis in the town of
Hoyerswerda were able to violently shut down

a home for immigrants.

The CDU/CSU government had already
made asylum an election issue, successfully
using it to deflect attention from their lack of
answers. But that time they weren’t able to

exploit the question to build

their own support. Militant
owever, ex-:

neo-fascists,
ploited the racistatmosphere to
carry out violent actions.

This was even more the case

in Rostock. The Nazis have now
succeeded — through blatant

terror - in influencing national
politics for the first time since
the Hitler regime.

The Nazis no longer ‘only’
confine themselves to breaking
up left demos and intimidating
immigrants, refugees and other
‘un-Germans’. They now play a
clear political role.

Bourgeois politicians and the
CDU Mecklenburg-Vorpom-
mern regional government,
directly responsible for Rostock

and its police, initially ap-
proved the terror.

This is demonstrated by the
fact thatatonestageon the25th,
only six Rostock police opposed
over 200 armed Nazis, while
hundreds of border guards
stood inactively by, with no or-
ders to intervene. It is little
known that 60 per cent of those
arrested were anti-fascists who

tried to help the asylum-
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Fascists flying the flag

‘seekers.
The press and the bourgeois

politicians talk of ‘the helpless-
ness of the police’. In plain
speaking, this means they
simply don’t want to act. The
self-same police chiefs and
politicians readily mobilised
over 3,000 policemen against
the left’s  anti-fascist
demonstration on August 29,
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and arrested over 90

march.

The racist basic at-
titudes of the bour-
“geois politicians and
the police leaders are
well-known. They are
out to enforce one con-
crete political aim;
changing the constitu-
tional right of asylum.

Additionally, the

racist wave is impor-
tant to the govern-
ment, because it
deflects attention from
its lack of perspectives
for dealing with the
crisis bought on by
reunification.

It's also no surprise
that the bourgeois media and
politicians on the one hand set
themselves against ’the
violence of the right and the
violence of the left(!)'.

They mean they don’t want

an independent, active fascist

movement at this point, and
want a hard hitting anti-fascist
movement still less. But at the

people even before the
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same time display surges of un-

derstanding for the Nazis.
The whole spectrum of bour-

geois politicians speak only of ‘a

- solution to the problem through

stoiping the influx of asylum-
seekers’. Atthe same time, CDU
and SPD security experts use
the situation in an almost
macabre fashion to demand the
creation of a 2,000-strong spe-
cial police force. |

It's easy to guess who it
would .actually be deployed
against; Nazi terror leads direct-
ly to the strong state - against the
left.

All measures bourgeois
politicians seek to paint as
directed against the Nazis ac-
tually play into their hands.
Thus the asylum-seekersin Ros-
tock are evacuated, the right of
asylum is altered and the state
re-armed.

Nazi success

The Nazis can count the
whole affair a major success;
even as the terrors of Rostock
fadeaway, therearestill five-ten
attacks daily on Germany’s
refugee hostels.

It is disastrous that the SPD
leadership has flipped its posi-
tion, not only over asylum but
on deployment of German
troops in United Nations forces.

In a nutshell; the SPD leader-

'ship will participate in the

production of refugees and then
hinder their entry into Ger-
many. One section of the SPD

- topsare flirting with thoughts of

a Grand Coalition. The real
background to the capitulation
is the integration of the SPD
bureaucracy into the apparatus
of the bourgeois state and their
cluelessness in the current situa-
tion. .

The SPD has no more of an
alternative to the conservatives
than it did at the start of the
Brandt era. The breakdown of
stalinism did not hit the party as

“evidently as it did the stalinist-

reformist left, but it gives way
step by step to attacks from the
right and, given the shift in the
balance of forces to the right,
does not even consider a
counterattack.

The only opposition comes
from the SPD’s youth wing, but

even they cannot muster the

necessary district aggregate to
force a special party conference.
The opposition is so dis-
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own with the Nazi pest’
persed that now SPD leader En-
gholm is even considering con-
vening such a conference to put
his politics over. |

[f the party continues to
retreat, many young socialists

will probably resign or go over
to the Greens. Nevertheless, it

remains the task of socialists to
discuss with these comrades
and build common activity
against racism and militarism.

Broad support

The Rostock counter-

~demonstration was notably

broad, ranging from district
union federations to anarchists.
There was considerable support
among the 20,000 people for
embracing action with the far
left. ' |

The leftis still able to mobilise
far larger numbers than the
radical right. But the demo also
revealed crucial splits on the
left. One part of the reformist
spectrum — above all people
from the lower middle class but
also increasingly the lumpen
proletariat (for example, in
Hoyerswerda) and apprentices
— gives ground to the ideology
behind the racist measures, for
example calling for restrictions
on immigration. _

The opposite mistake is made
by some ‘radicals’ that fiercely
polemicise against racist ideol-
ogy and organise militant resis-
tance, but are unwilling to put
forward social demands at the
same time, ,

They don’t believe that it is
possible to win over a con-
vinced racist through social
questions. This is a big mistake
when the source of much of the
racism in the ex-GDR stems
precisely from the unemploy-
ment and social devaststaion
that has come with re-unifica-

Inorder tobuild a left opposi-
tion, the anti-racist struggle for
complete legal and social
equality for everyone must be
combined with a movement of
immigrants and refugees put-
ting forward social demands for
all workers.

Only in this way can a left
pole be created, constituting an
alternative toracism. If wedon’t
create it, for more and more
people in Germany, ‘foreigners
out!” will become a political
programme.

12Sept, 1992  Page 3
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Home News

PROTEST: Two patients took time from their beds at London’s Elizabeth Garrett Anderson Hospital for Women (EGA) to show their
support for the union demonstration against NHS cuts on August 21. The EGA, which was first successfully defended against
closure by the three-year ‘work-in’ in the late 1970s, beat back repeated threats during the 1980s. But it has now closed its doors
to in- patients, becoming the first victim of what threatens to be a devastating wave of hospital closures in London. (See page 15)
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Miners
face new

onslaught

“THE TORY government is set to

order British Coalto axe 30 of its 50
remaining deep mines, at a cost
25,000 jobs, in the run up to
privatisation.

o \ The 60 per cent cut in capacity |
- would inevitably mean the closure of
o many modern and profitable collieries.

Ministers have instructed civil ser-
vants to draw up regional aid packages
on a scale unseen since the decima-
tion of British Steel in the early eighties,
the Independent of Sunday reports.

Pits at risk include Easington and
Vane Tempest in the North-East,
Markham Main in South Yorkshire,
Derbyshire's Bolsover, Parkside in
Lancashire and Bettws and Taffmer- |
thyr in Wales. |

Strongholds of the breakaway
Union of Democratic Mineworkers -
which effectively broke the 1984-85 pit
strike — will also be badly hit. Un-
employment in its Mansfield heartland
will soar to well over 20 per cent.

British Coal's commercial future
depends on currently deadlocked
negotiations for the renewal of con-
tracts with National Power and Power-
Gen. The privatised generation
duopolists buy 65 million tons of coal a
year from BC, four-fifths of its entire
output. |

The electricity companies are seek-
ing a full-scale switch to natural gas
and cheap imported coal when the
present agreement expires next
spring, a move which would effectively
scupper the chances of a successful
BC sell-off.

The government may be forced to

Halifax demo bars

interfere with market forces to ensure
a new deal.
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path to Nazis

By John Kipling and Paul

Hubert -

THE PLANNED march by
the Nazi BNP through the
heart of the Asian com-

ber of the SWP, raised from the

platform the absence of any sig-
nificant number of Asian

women on the march, when
there was a significant number
of Asian men.
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National Union of Mineworkers ex-
ecutive member Billy Pye told Socialist
Outlook that pits nearest the coast
would be the first to face closure from
imports, with inland collieries hit later.
“In the end, you'd be looking at just five
or six pits left.”

Meanwhile, British Coal's smoke-

less fuel business, Coal Products, is

sot to be the first tranche to be

thwarted by the mobilisation a f th : fq 4 ' ‘ e e L United expected to beat off two rival
£ than 500 :_f . tion o € oppression 01, an Siietaiaoier. Saiadiidiiinacdiaotbanaiiioold g bek Badchoses” thicdodBite@actlall Santlt consortia prop osin g management buy-

0 more antl ascls tS Vi 0 l e n ce a ai n S t W 0 m e n i n RO OIS CNORIOl Stons ot Sttt ~ ANAOCTINIEONE-~ (2 s Mg a1 s o o f 1088 Cdbadivirluin® ' . ¥ . .
On l 5 Augus t. : .g F : ey tetata A R RN .'_:,:::.:,- A e oum. Anglo s maln Interest lles In Shut_
Asian Muslim households. This IO MAY R SieiLer ting down plants to reduce over-

Despite a big police presence,
the 80 BN Pers had to be content
with a brief harangue from fas-
cist leader John Tyndall in an
outlying park. Three anti-fas-
cists were arrested when a
breakaway from the main demo
went looking for fascists in the
town centre.

The Nazis were trying to
capitalise on isolated attacks on
white people in the area, which
had been sensationalised in the
local evening paper.

A big effort to build the anti-
fascistdemonstration wasmade
by the SWP/ANL who b ht
people from around n.
A contingent al om
Anti-fascist Action, as well as
Socialist OQutlook supporters
from both sides of the Pennines.

However the composition of

led to abuse from Asian men in
the crowd, culminating in the
disconnection of the
microphone and her being
physically assaulted when she
came down from the platform.

SWP leader Rahul Patel took
the microphoneand defused the
situation by leading the crowd
in chanting anti-Nazi slogans.
But neither he nor other SWP
members were prepared to
defend his right to speak; in-
stead of being offered an oppor-
tunity to complete her contribu-
tion she was upbraided for
being ‘divisive’.

A few days before the

demonstration a young Asian
woman in Halifax had been
murdered; it seems likely she
was murdered because she had
a husband in Pakistan (who she
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Pergamon strike called off

Minority fight against Elsevier

SEVEN participants in the
three year-long National
Union of Journalists strike at
Pergamon Press - the
longest dispute in recent
British history - are to
launch a new camFaign for
reinstatement and full trade
union rights at the Oxford

to zero, leaving many of the
strikers with the feeling that
eventual deal was the best ob-
tainable. The chapel has been
formally dissolved. |

. Butall those who rejected the
offer are to continue the fight
for union rights at Pergamon’s
Dutch owners Elsevier, one of

capacity in the sector, with inevitable
further job losses. o

The NUM’s anti-privatisation
sirategy centres on building an alliance
with rail unions fighting the seli-off of

British Rail. Talks between the NUM

and RMT railworkers’ leaderships are
expecied shortly.

-

Netherlands. This is not going
to be the only dispute the Dutch
trade unions are going to be
dealing with.

“Al industries  are
threatened by the fact that
Britain’s lousy trade union
legislation means it is going to
become the Taiwan of western

the demonstration, and events - : : )
e 1e o tne ' . met once) and a boyfriend in S ) Europe’s biggest publishers. Europe.”
?ﬁl i, highl.lghted gro!aleg; ‘" Bradford. publishing house’s parent The firm is p%agnning to build a Thgecampaign has already
€ composition and oreniauon Such questionshaveapower- ~COmpany. - new plantinOxford~and clear- won support of many

of the anti-fascist movement.

Organised labour movement
support outside the far left was
limited, although banners from
Bradford, Leeds and Kirklees
NALGO - and one MSF banner
— were brought. A substantial
majority of the march came
from outside Halifax, although
70 members of the Asian com-
munity attended.

The final rally was marred by
a disturbing incident. Yasmin
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ful daily reality; it is impossible
for anti-racists to put them aside
in the name of the need for
‘unity’. |
This relates to the question of
continuing anti-racist activity
on the ground - or the lack of it.
The lack of a permanent
framework for anti-racist cam-
paigning has led some Asian
youth to think that the best form
of attack is random physical
violence against racists.

No. 27

«+ The dispute was officially
ended last month after the 23
strikers took a majority decision
to accept a derisory financial
settlement. The £85,000 pay-
ment amounts to a mere £1,350
per journalist for each year of

‘the dispute.

Using the NUJ's deep finan-
cial crisis as a pretext, the

‘union’s leadership progressive-

ly whittled strike pay down
from 100 per cent to £40 a week

ly its refusal to compromise on
the Pergamon issue suggests
unions will not be recognised-
there.

Print and general unions in
Holland will be centrally in-
volved in the ongoing cam-
paign, and may be in a position
to fund the work.

Pergamon striker Anna

Wagstaff told trade paper UK

Press Gazette: “There is scope
for a strong campaign in the

prominent militantsin the NUJ.
Following the election of Per-
gamon Father of Chapel Jim
Boumelha as joint president of
the union, official backing is
likely to follow.

Contact Bill on 0865 724452 for
more details. A meeting for sup-
porters in London will be held at
the Sols Arms pub, Hampstead
Road, NWI1 (nearest tube: Warren
Street) at 6.30pm on October 7.
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New court
blow to union

rights
UNION REPS who argue

for a strike— however strong

the justification - could now
be breaking the law.

Last week’s High Court
judgement forcing striking
council employees in East Lon-
don back to work, simply be-
cause their union NALGO

| campaigned for a ‘yes’ vote
‘before the ballot, may well

| prove a landmark in industrial
relations history.

A Labour local authority’s
recourse to Tory anti-union
laws has resulted in a further
whittling away of workers’
basic democratic right to
withdraw their labour.

The ruling potentially opens
the door for every employer in

{ Britain to silence workplace

militants in union positions.
Local government workers

in Newham went on strike on

August 3 after a ballot of 2,500
NALGO members saw 63 per

cent backing for all-out action
against compulsory redundan-

cies in the poll tax collection
department. On September 1,
it took just one judge to over-
turn their decision.

Mrs Justice Ebsworth gra-

ciously conceded that a
genuine trade dispute was in
progress, and the strike itself
was properly authorised. But
she decided that it was ‘clearly
arguable’ that NALGO had
‘promoted’ the strike before the
ballot, and therefore breached
the Employment Act 1990,
which rules that there must be
no call for action or authorisa-
tion of action before a ballot.

- The ‘balance of convenience’
in deciding whether or not to
grant an injunction to stop the
strike therefore lay with the
bosses, as the dispute was
having a ‘grave’ effect on the
performance of its statutory
duties.

NALGO general secretary
Alan Jinkinson immediately
instructed members to go back
to work and not even picket the

Willis pushed aside

dump TUC -

IT IS AN OPEN secret that TUC
general secretary Norman Willis is

living on borrowed time.

Top union bosses have toid him to
commit suicide or be forced into a
humiliating plank-walking exercise. He
will be replaced by his deputy, John
Monks.

This does not, of course, mean that
the message of the need to fight Tory
attacks has finally got through. Rather,
Willis is too much ‘out of tune’ o the
needs of a ‘modern’ TUC.

Or in simple terms, he doesn't un-
derstand that, according to the new
realists, the TUC is finished in its
present form.

Workers in Britain are under sus-
tained attack on all fronts. The
Newham NALGO court decision is yet
another major biow at the right to strike.

Graeme Cookson

G;ves me the Wﬂhs

Newham NALG banner outs:de High court to supporl Prakash Chavrimootoo and her‘son Prem who are

threatened with deportation

council, in the belief that the
ruling ‘cannot possibly be what

parliament intended in draft-
ing section 7(3)A of the 1990

Employment Act’.

Yet the day after the court

ruling, NALGO allowed the
call for total repeal of such

legislation — a policy carried at

New realists look to

The TUC will survive, but with a

much cut-down role, mainly of training,
education, and as last resort for inter-
union disputes.

Every change so far implemented -
as the falling membership of affiliated
unions has created a cash crisis — has
in fact weakened the TUC's claim to
play any useful role in the labour move-
ment.

Even as the TUC staff were drasti-
cally cut back over the summer, Willis
hired Kinnockite hack Charles Clarke
on a short termmeoniract for ‘Parliamen-

tary Liaison’ — while Parliament was in

recess!

From a socialist point of view the
TUC has always been hand-in-glove
with capitalism — its betrayals from the
general strike to the miners - have
been many and legendary.

last annual conference — to be
composited off the agenda for
this week’s TUC conference in
Blackpool in order to keep the
peace at the august gathering.

The probability is the Tories

knew damn well what they
were doing.

NALGO are appealing

against the decision. If it is al-
lowed to stand, the consequen-

ces are obvious. What will it |

take to make the TUC take the
fight against anti-union laws
seriously?

Messages of support and re-
quests for speakers; Newham

NALGO, 081 519 0799.

Islington NALGO
escalates action

By Doug Thorpe,
Vice-Chair,
Islington NALGO

This year has seen a sum-
mer of discontent for Labour
councils; NALGO strikes
against cuts and redundan-
cies in Birmingham and
Newham have been followed
by action in Islington, Shef-
field, Greenwich, Hackney,
Camden and even

Hampshire.
In Islington, 500 NALGO

members came out on in-
definite strike on 4 September
against redundancies, bring-
ing the total to 700. Ten of the
~council’s neighbourhood of-
fices were immediately
closed; these provide
‘frontline’ services like hous-

The offices remaining open
have been unable to provide
more than a token service. The
strike ballot was won by more
than 2-1, on a return of 90 per
cent, in the face of threats and
legal action from the council.

After the events in
Newham (see article on this
page), and with nearly 3000
NALGO members on strike
nationwide, it is vital that

- NALGO take steps to link up

the strikes and call a national
day of action.

In London where much of
the action is taking place, ac-
tivists from several branches
are working together to build
a day of action and
demonstration in October:

For further details contact:
Doug Thorpe, c/o Islington

aLan " looks like an historical anachronism, a
Unemploymentis going thgghthe  yegtina of general strike days when
roof, the welfare stateabeing i leftists had delusions about a

destroyed, and employm hisare . : :
being Crushed by the Ranage- general staff’ of the working class.

ltis hard to imagine a socialist cam-
paign to defend the TUC — but the leit
has nothing to gain by assisting the
nght wing bureaucrats to ditch 1t

. . . NALGO, 2 Orelston Rd., Lon-
ing, social services and rent ;i grpr

collection.

ment techniques. Agains is, the
TUC has done nothing.

‘At the same time, the union race for
mergers, especially the formation of
UNISON and the likely TGWU-GMB
merger, means the union movement is
going to be carved up by three or four
super-unions.

Their bureaucratic leaders want to
squeeze the remaining smaller unions,
to minimise any kind of palitical debate,
and to maximise their elbow room in
doing deals with the employers at the
expense of their rivals.

This has already reduced the TUC
to near impotence in its objective of
preventing single-union deals and -
poaching of members.

The frend in the new world of trade
unionism is clear. New realism is turn-

general unions, are due to com-
mence merger discussions which
could bring about the biggest
super-union yet, with a combined
membership of over two million.
While a formal announcement is

unlikely until the conclusion of this
weeks TUC conference, sources in
both unions confirmed that talks - first
predicted in Socialist Outiook last
March - are now in the offing.

Areas of widespread common
membership, including local govern-
ment, plastics, clothing and textiles,

ing into simple business unionism, in-
volving giant organisations progres-
sively crushing internal democracy.
Labour is putting the union link into
question. In the face of all this, who

" needs the TUC? To the union tops it

chemicals, glass and food, would give

fusion a strong industrial logic.

Yet a successful conclusion to the
discussions is by no means certain;
the two unions have traditionally been

at loggerheads in many of these sec-
tors. In addition, TGWU and GMB are

- in Congress House terms at least -
on left and right wings of the labour
movement respectively.

Nevertheless, relations have
strengthened oonsiderably since Bill
Morris replaced Ron Todd at the helm
of the TGWU in 1991. Morris is said
to have struck a personal rapport with
GMB chief John Edmonds. Earlier
this year, TGWU and GMB put out
their first joint statement for many
years, on the need to improve fraining
programmes.

The consolidation of British trade
unions began in earnest with the
merger of ASTMS and Tass into MSF
in 1988, and continued with the for-
mation of AEEU out of the AEU en-

gineers and EETPU electricians this
April,
- NALGO, NUPE and COHSE are

set to form UNISON by July 1993. A

need not to be outflanked probably
looms-farge in Morris and Edmonds
considerations. o

Another factor is TGWUs
cashflow. The union spent £11m
more than its income last year, and
has since engaged professional con-
sultants to manage necessary cui-
backs.

Any eventual TGWU/GMB lash up
could create a pole of attraction for
other unions. While TGWU talks on
merger with the NUM are currently on
ice after failure to agree what job
miners’ union president Arthur Scar-
gill should be given, there is continu-

No. 27

GMB-T&G: lash-up of the htons‘?

TGWU and GMB, Britain’s biggest ing speculation that MSF is looking for |

a further partner.

For rank and file activists in TGWU |

and GMB, the key question in the
merger will be that of union
democracy. While neither union could
be viewed as democratic, TGWU
structures are marginally more open
to shop steward influence, and Mar-
xists occasionally even make it onto
the elected lay-member national ex-
ecutive.

Formal positions for unilateral dis-
armament and the repeal of anti-
union laws have been maintained.

In the GMB - very close to new
|.abour leader John Smith, who it

sponsors - fulltime officials have even

stronger control.
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Nothing to lose but your chains — bosses’ lock-out 90's style

>e AN

-.'-E‘- A ,':,'i::

il f:.‘.. .'\'

e

. _'. :2.'- 2 % “-_.

Tt

Jete
Tt
SO

s,
i

2y 25

Why unemployment will be 5 million within a year

The pound, as everyone who hasn’t

been asleep or on a foreign beach for

the last month knows, is in deep.

trouble. Endless discussion of ex-
change rates strikes most people,
even socialists, as deeply Eoring.
Who cares? |

But this time the pound crisis is going
to have a big effect on the standard of
living of the vast majority of British
workers. |

The root of the problem is the interna-
tional recession which has lasted since
1989. The United States has low interest
rates to try to get people to borrow
money and get business going, so the US
can get outof the recession; but Germany
has high interest rates because it needs
an influx of capital to pay for reunifica-
tion. |

The net result is that the flow of inter-

national capital is heavily towards Ger-
‘many where the short-term return is

best. In effect, international financial in-
stitutionsarebuying Deutschmarks. The
result is the Deutschmark becomes
strong and the dollar, and other curren-
cies, become comparatively weak. So
what? |

The sting in the tail is that Britain is

-stuck in the European Exchange Rate

Mechanism (ERM). This means that the
pound must be maintained at a certain
minimum value, at the moment 2.77
Deutschmarks to the
that, the international financial
markets have to be willing to buy

rates are recognised by millions of
people as meaning that their mortgages
go up. But it means much more; money
is expensive to borrow, and loans are
much more expensive to pay back. Busi-
nesses, especially small businesses, go
bust. Big firms don’t borrow to invest.
The economic recession gets worse.

Consumers respond to high interest
rates by not buying on credit, with the
inevitable result that high street trading
slumps again.

Now the government has organised
£7 billion in loans from foreign curren-
cies to attempt to avoid raising interest
rates. The irony is that in the end both
may happen; devaluation of the pound,
followed eventually by a rise in interest
rates.

This is the classic deflationary spiral
that the British economy is in. But ‘belt
tightening’ is the least of it for working
people: this crisis will inevitably and inex-
orably hit the poorest in society.

Real unemployment is running

around 4 million (the official figureis 2.9

million). Now the poorestare going tobe
hit by massive slashing of government
spending.

a recession government incomes

from taxes goes down. Last year the

government spending deficit was
probably £37billion in real terms. That
compares with the government actually

ok, o least at the present would have a field day... But it got

exchange rate.

In the end there are only two caught in the ERM tl‘ap.’_"
waysout of this situation for Chan- .= tond higher education. to take 18-21

cellor Lamont; either the pound is
devalued by realigning the ERM,
or money is attracted back towards
pounds by raising interest rates.
Devaluing the pound will make all
imported goods and foreign travel more
expensive. The price for doing this
would be to add inflation to Britain’s
already near-slump economy.
Raising interest rates would give
another twist to slump. High interest
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being £10 or £12 billion in credit during
the 1988/9 boom years.

Either the government prints money
on a vast scale, to the tune of £40 or £50
billion a year causing massive inflation;

or it cuts back.

Unemployment and social security
benefits are certain tobea target, because
if held at present rates they will
bankrupt the government as unemploy-

A socialist guid
sterling crisis

John Harris
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Nq_thin g to offer but K eynes: new Labour leader John Smith

ment goes up. Already unemployment
benefit has been cut to 6 months, ensur-
ing that millions more are on income
support, which is savagely means-
tested.

The other two big-spending mini-

stries are Health and Defence. Defence is
undergoing a rationalisation, but of
course core spending is bitterly
protected. The NHS is bound to suffer a
further round of cuts. As with social
security benefits, cuts are effected by just
not increasing spending in line with in-
flation. .
The job market is becoming quite
desperate. Mass sackings of industrial
workers are being compounded by

pound. To d0 e ——————s—————— the slashin ' 4
? . g of white collar jobs;
Against such a background anyone

pounds; today they would rather would think that the Labour opposition

government, local government,
data processing, and ‘professions’
like journalism are all heavily af-
fected. -

This will now be redoubled by

government plans massively to ex-

year-olds out of the jobs market.
This of course prepares the way for an
increasing number of unemployed
graduates.
Against such a background anyone
would think that the Labour opposition
would have a field day. The problem is

that Labour is caught in the deflationary

political trap implied by the ERM and
Maastricht treaty; indeed Labour was

demanding that Britain go into the ERM
before the Tories actually did it! |

If France votes against Maastricht on
20 September then European capitalist
unity and with it the ERM is in danger of
collapse. -

But with or without the ERM British
capitalism is stuck in a recessionary
spiral which only the most radical social
and political measures could break out
of.

The sterling crisis means above all an
attack on the working class. Indeed in
the post election situation, far from
Major having dragged the Tories
towards the ‘centre’, the attack on the
working class is just getting deeper.

The Labour and union leaders are
paralysed by this onslaught; John Smith
and his team have spent the whole sum-
mer in a stunned and complacent
silence. | |

The whole working class is paying the
price for the refusal during the 1980s to
take effective measures to organise the
unemployed, to fight back against un-
employment by demands of banning
overtime and job sharing with no loss of
pay;and therefusal to anything substan-
tial to defend the low-paid and the wel-
fare state.

In this new situation it is not just
employment and living standards
which are under threat; it is the whole
structure of the welfare state.







