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__ Blame Toies, not
No substance in
Lamont’

Nothing could be more
! ridiculous than the claim
that the pound’s nosedive
‘did not reflect the real

economy’.

At the same time as the
financial markets were smash-
ing the pound, the news came
through that 40,000 people

| joined the dole queues last

| month. Only animbecile could
imagine that there is no link
between economic recession
and the fail in value of the
pound.

Thedominant world curren-
cies today are the dollar, the
deutschmark and the yen. Self-
evidently, this reflects the fact
that these countries are sub-
stantially the most economi-
cally powerful. The decline in
the pound reflects the ac-
celerating decline of Briiish
capitalism.

The currency speculators
could pick off the pound be-
cause theattempt tolinkitwith
the much more powerful Ger-
man currency through the
ERM was unsustainable. So
much everyone agrees. But
what lies behind the huge
speculative movements of

| capital and Britain’s economic
| decline?
i Turmoil in the financial and
. currency markets is itself a
i reflection of prolonged inter-
' national economic recession.
During the 1980s there was a
| huge growth both in the
| generation of speculative capi-
| tal, and fictitious capital as in
| the US ‘Junk bonds’ boom. This
| is typical of a period of crisis.
| Today it is not only banks
| and investment houses which
| play the speculative market,
but also giant multinational
corporations.

As therate of profitdeclines,
more and more companies dis-
cover that they can make more
money through lending capi-

| tal and currency deals, than
through actually investingitin
production.
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Not a ot to laugh about

This trend was tremendous-
ly fuelled by runaway the US

budget deficit, especially

under Ronald Reagan. This
pushed up interest rates inter-
nationally. The certainty of a
return on a short-term loan to
the US government was much
more profitable than long-
term investment in new plant
and equipment.

Currency speculators make
a killing from selling a curren-
cy as it goes down, and then
re-buying when it hits the

...............
.......

floor. People who played the
market right last week in-
creased the value of their stake
by up to 15 per cent, making
billions.

But why was the British cur-
rency a suitable target? Put
simply the pound in the ERM
was overvalued against the
real strength of the British
economy.

Britain’s economicdeclineis

an old story. But the 1980s
crystallised important changes
in the structure of British

capitalism.

British capitalism is now a
becoming a rentier capitalism,
with a growing percentage of
profits coming from overseas
investment, the service sector
and financial institutions.

Manufacturing industry
drastically declined, and with
it the structure of employment.
More capital flowed to over-

seas investments; as debt |

grew, so did the financial sec-
tor. And foreign investment in
Britain increased.

Every crisis of world
capitalism brings a new ‘inter-
national division of labour’.
Today this means the growing
relative strength of Japan and
Germany, and the relative
weakening of the US and
Britain.

But the US is still the largest
economy and the largest
domestic market. Britain by
contrast is no longer in the big
league. In the last five years it
has rated the second-worst
country in terms of growthand
investmentin the top 21 OECD
economies.

Capital, increasingly mobile
across international borders,
can ‘restructure’. Buteconomic
decline and crisis is always an
attack on the working class.

® THE CURRENCY crisis is itself a symptom of the crisis of capitalism. Until 1971, the
‘world’s main reserve currency, the dollat, was linked to a fixed exchange rate with gold.
As US economic domination was eroded in the 1960s and the costs of the Vietham war
undermined its currency, this link was broken.
@ Since then, repeated efforts have been made to ‘peq’ currencies against each other,

but with no fixed reference point. . ..

@ Each of these agreements reflects the political

and economic balance of forces at that

point of time, but comes under pressure as each bourgeoisie wresties with its own

domestic crisis.

@ This leaves the determination of the ‘value’ of a currency dependent on the whims

‘and ‘confidence’ of speculator

buck. |

s and bankers, shopping round for the quickest available

@ With the pound, the lira and the peseta already devalued, and the franc, the Irish punt
and the Swedish krona now under siege, there s little prospect ofany short-term stability

for capitalism
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|Maastricht :

Has crisis
killed the
Treaty?

LAST WEEK'S financial turmoil
has dealt a massive blow to the
'Maastricht road’ to European
capitalist unity.

Monetary union, due to be com-
pleted by 1999, is the cornerstone of
the moves towards political unity.
The chances for achieving it are now
remote.

The chaos in the markets, and the
row between Britain and Germany,
are symptoms of the underlying con-
tradictions in the whole unity process.

The capitalists need European in-
tegration to compete with the United
States and Japan. But while they
need unity, the interests of the dif-
ferent capitalist classes are not iden-
tical.

Savage

The savage deflationary policy
and high interest rates of the German
Bundesbank, required to draw in
money to pay for unification, is
devastating for the weaker
economies in the EC. The EMS com-
pels other currencies to follow the
Deutschmark, ensuring massive
deflation.

The crisis has hit ltaly, forcing
down the lira and compelling cut-
backs in the large state and welfare

sector.

In Greece, {(as we report on page
13), the government's deflation
policy — in preparation for monetary
union ~ has been met by a massive
working class fight-back.

Under the terms of the EMS, every |
state is supposed to take co-or- |
| dinated action to defend athreatened |
| currency. This the German govern- |
ment and the Bundesbank con-
spicuously failed to do in relation to |

| the pound.

Options

| Underlying these inter-
governmental conflicts is a stark fact; |
European unity is just one of the op- |

 tions open for Germany. [f the |
process of monetary and political
union doesn'thappen, then Germany
remains the most powerful state in

- Europe. Ht can build a zone of political
and economic domination around it-
self, extending into eastern Europe.

- {fMaastricht goes down it will give
European governments other than
Germany the leeway to partially
reflate their economies; it would
mean that the worst deflationary at-

| tacks on the working class would be

| avoided - though only in the short
| term.

But it would not in itself pull
capitalist Europe out of recession.
The long-term winners would be
Japan and the United States, as the
EC remained a free trade zone and
failed to turn itself into a more power-

- ful productive bloc to challenge them.

Demonstrate
Brighton
October 6, 1pm
Tory conference
Madeira Drive
march to the Level

No .
Privatisation
of Royal Mail

Called by the UCW I
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A8 THE POUND coilapsea !last
Thursday, Labour economic spokesper-
sons Goraon Brown and Harriet Harman
tlitted around the TV studios. But they
had absolutely nothing by way of an op-
position policy, or indeed anything intel-
ligible, to pronounce.

The reason is obvious: Labour policy has
moved so far to the right that John Smith was
advocating ERM membership befgre the
Tories adopted it, and even Keynesian growth
policies have been abandoned.

Harman and Brown argued for minor
measures for ‘training” and small-scale
help for the housing market. But it is
totally incredible to believe that these
very cautious measures would have led

R-TLY TSR DL At - 7 Woldiirg V¢

Any policy that is half way opposition-
al to what the Tories are doing, let alone
socialist, has to propose measures to
promote economic growth, create jobs,
drastically cuts interest rates, and get the
economy out of recession.

But even thege measures for capitalist
growth elude t t Labour leadership.

Even if the n of the pound leads
to interest rate cuts, the economic situation
now directly leads to more huge attacks on the
working class.

While the currency crisis dominated the
headlines, government ministers were meet-
ing to decide next year’'s public spending
levels.

Taxrevenue has slumped with the economy,
and major cuts are inevitable. A public sector
wage freeze could be one consequence of this
situation. Other cutbacks in benefits and social
spending are almost certain.

Atthesametime, unemploymentis skyrock-
eting, with the real figure at more than 4 mil-
lion and 50 people chasing each vacancy in the
London area.

The tragedy of the situation, and the big
danger, is that here we have a giant economic
crisis, a massive attack on the working class,
and the forces of real opposition to slump
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§ to any fundamental change in the “John Major’s
economy if Labour had been elected. | oft-repeated
Half-way - argument that
 ‘inflation hurts the

poorest in society’ is
ideological claptrap.”
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~rom iow-profile to no profile: Labour’s bankrupt new ieadership nas faded from view as the crisis intensifies

ories in Crisis,

poiicies are tiny, given the total abdication by
>mith ana company. a

All this of course is the direct conseqguence
of what has happened to the Labour Party over
thelast decade; the rightward move, as Labour
goes into its annual conference, has reached
grotesque proportions.

As we report on page 5, this year’s TUC was
marked by the growing ascendency of busi-
ness unionism, and the open abandonment of
any form of challenge to the diktats of the

R
SRS

inflation’ is pursued it means just more un-
employment, more attacks on the weifare
state, and mass poverty.

Imagine Labour had won the election. The
new Labour government, like previous ones,
would have been at the mercy of the currency
speculators and could have been brought
down by the pound’s crisis. Once market for-
ces are unfettered either a Labour government
does what the capitalists want, or they launch
an ail-out attack against it.

Therecent events show thatany realistic
- | Socialist policy would have to be based on
attacking the power of capital.

i Nationalisation
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Not out of the woods yet ...

government and employers.

This is echoed in the Labour Party by MPs
coming out openly for coalitionism, and the
adoption by the Smith leadership of positions
on the economy and the welfare state which
broadly parallel those of Tory think tanks.

Interest rates

It is possible that under the pressure of sec-
tions of their business base, the Tories themsel-
ves could now go for cutting interest rates and
limited economic growth. But the structure of
British capitalism today, the immense weight
of the financial sector, and of interests whose
investments are located abroad, makes this by
No means certain.

The aim of capitalism is not ‘economic
growth” but profits. Finance capital wants
‘sound money’ which prioritises the ‘fight
against inflation’. This was the original logic of
locking the pound in the ERM and tying it to
the Deutschmark.

John Major’s oft-repeated argument that “in-
flation hurts the poorest in society’ is ideologi-
cal claptrap. If the heroic struggle for ‘zero

|| A socialist plan to combat the present
.|| economic crisis would have to start by

1"“.::,,-. £
3'5;.

< houses. It would have to create a vast
_ || programme of public works and socially-
1| controlled investment.
. And none of these things would be ac-
.| cepted by capital, or imposed by them,
without the most gigantic struggle.
Such policies could only be advocated in
the context of actually organising a strug-
gle against unemployment, against welfare
cuts, against the anti-union laws, against the
destruction of local government - against the
whole Tory offensive.

This kind of thinking is of course a million
miles away from that of the current Labour
and trade union leadership. Which is why
Major and Lamont can afford to ignore the
huffing and puffing of John Smith; and it is
why the left in the labour movement faces a

- long hard struggle back to defeat the iron grip
of business unionism and post-Kinnockite
new realism.

Next week’s Labour conference will show
theleftata new low point. Any dramatic short-
term breakthrough by the left is off theagenda.
But by-sticking to its guns, by supporting each
and every trade union struggle which arises,
by building the anti-racist fight, through a
myriad of campaigns and through continuing
to argue the socialist alternative, the left
prepares the basis for capitalising on the in-
evitable crisis of the current leadership of the
labour movement.

- .
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‘Paddy Votesdown’ goes
| courting Labour’s right

A Liberal dose of |
codalitionism

by Dave Osler

IS A Labour lash-up with
the Lib-Dems the way to get
the Tories out of office?

Egged on by Marxism Today,
key thinkers on Labour’s right
have advocated a pact for
years. Now Liberal Democrat
leader Paddy Ashdown is
seemingly opening the door.

After floating the idea in a
keynote speech just days after
April’s general election, Ash-
down saw ‘working with
people of all parties and none’
become official policy at his
party’s conference in Har-
rogate last week.

The resolution carried
against fierce opposition from
MDPs Alan Beith and Liz Lynne
and campaign mastermind
Des Wilson, and many of the
rank and file. Its passage rep-
resents a potentially crucial
victory for the New
Coalitionists.

Green light

With John Smith’s New Paths
to Victory leadership election
manifesto explicitly inviting
non-Labour contributions to
discussions on social policy,
the green light for ‘dialogue’
has been signalled in both
camps. Many would go fur-
ther.

Two articles from Calum
Macdonald, Labour MP for the
Western Isles (Fabian Review,
May 1992 and New Statesman &
Society, 11 September 1992) ex-
plicitly call for coalition.

His NSS piece was writtenin
collaboration with maverick
Liberal Democrat MP Simon
Hughes, who in 1988 openly

O'UTiook
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Hands up if you hate the Liberals!

flirted with the Greens when
they looked on the verge of an
electoral breakthrough.

Yet significantly, it back-
pedals on positions advanced
for the smaller but more in-
fluential Fabian audience.

Macdonald  demands
Labour backing for propor-
tional representation by the
year end as a platform for joint
campaigning between the two
parties.

This experience could lead

to ‘local electoral agreements,
with Labour and Liberal ac-

tivists coming together behind
single candidates standing on a
common reform platform [em-
phasis added]’ in around 50
seats, resulting in a ‘reformist,
centre-left’ — and presumably
coalition — government.

What backbencher Mac-
donald counsels openly, many
in the shadow cabinet are un-
doubtedly saying privately.
Superficially, this quick fix
may even tempt some serious
socialists. They should think
twice.

Far left publications

Labour witch-hunt

claims new victims

THREE Brighton Militant sup-
porters and two Socialist Or-
ganiser sellers in Sheffield have
been expelled from the Labour
Party in the last iwo weeks.

Campaign
Against the
Witchhunt

- Meeting Saturday
SEPTEMBER 26 7pm

Central Library Lecture
Theatre, Abingdon
Street, Blackpool

with TONY BENN MP
DENNIS SKINNER MP

KEN CAPSTICK, NUM

3

As the witch-hunt against
leftwingers in the party continues.
Further cases are expected in both
cities.

The separate moves follow the
recent round of expulsions in Lam-
beth and 127 suspensions in three
Coventry parties.

Those kicked outin Brighton are
Ray Apps (a Labour Party member
since 1945), NUPE executive
member Paul Cadman and Sheila
Hall. Up to another 20 still face
investigation, including several
members of the Christian Socialist
Movement.

A recent CSM meeting came out
in opposition to all expulsions of
socialists from the Labour Party.
The decision sparked persistently
heckling from MP Norman Hogg
and two Walworth Road officials
who were in attendance, according
to witnesses.

Socialist Organiser supporters

Page4 26 Sept, 1992  No. 28

Chris Croome and Wendy Robson

were expelled in Sheffield last week.

Charges against Cath Fielding,
Alison Brown and Nof Ttofias appear
to have been withdrawn.

Five other sellers of the
proscribed left newspaper will be
taken before Labour’s National Con-
stitutional Committee at an un-
specified later date.

Expelled Lambeth councillor
Steve French of Campaign Against
the Witch-hunt, commented: ‘These
expulsions just show that people
should not be complacent about the
Smith leadership.

‘The witch-hunt continues.
There’s hundreds of cases in the
pipeline. We need to build a united
campaign that defends all those
people under attack.’

Campaign Against the Witch-
hunt, 56 Ashby House, Lough-
borough Road, Brixton, London
SWa 75P

generally dismiss contem-
porary Liberalism with trite
cliches such as ‘the bosses’ B-
team’, which are true but scarce-
ly analytically trenchant.

Based on a philosophical
tradition stretching back over
200 years, the party has over
100,000 paid-up members and
18 per cent electoral support.
Liberalism will obviously not
evaporate overnight in any
transition to socialism.

Furthermore, a pincer move-
ment comprised of the effects of
Kinnockism on Labour and the
permeation of Labour right
ideas into Liberalism via the So-
cial Democratic Party split of
1982 has blurred the program-
maticedges considerably. Some
Liberal Democrat manifesto
promises are well to Labour’s

left.

Macdonald makes much of
this ‘overlap’, wrongly conclud-
ing: ‘Emerging consensus be-
tween the two parties of the
progressive left is part of a long
term trend.’

Symptom

It is rather a symptom of
Labour’s current ideological
confusion, which the left must
overcome by arguing for a
socialist clarification,

Thisis something Macdonald
plainly dreads. In NSS, he ar-
gues: ‘The Labour Party has res-
cued itself from the depths of
the early eighties and we will
not relinquish the centre-left
ground of British politicsagain.’

A deal with the Liberal
Democrats constitutes an in-
surance policy against socialist
ideas returning to the
mainstream political agenda.

R R
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However innocuous or com-
monsense the siren calls fora 50
seat deal appear, socialists must
firmly oppose them.

Racists

There are other arguments
against. Liberalism’s cadreis ex-
traordinarily heterogenous,
ranging from self-perceived
radicals to outright reac-
tionaries of the calibre of MP
David Alton and the notorious-
ly racist group running Tower
Hamlets council.

Its electoral backing — which
in any case fell by five percent- |
age points in the last election -
includes a substantial tactical
voter element, with as many
anti-Labour as anti-Conserva-

tive supporters.

- Anti-Labour

The Liberal Democrats
probably couldn’t even deliver
half its current base in a pact |
with Labour; radical policies
could win over most of those
elements anyway.

That Labour secured almost
twice the Liberal Democrat vote
is testimony to its enduring
status as a class-based mass
party, a standing the Liberal
Democrats can never hope to
emulate.

The difference largely lies in
Labour’s organic link with the
unions, a salutary warning for
those who would sever it.

Yet it is noticeable that it is
precisely those politicians the
furthest from Labour’s working
class base that are the most
favourable toa pact with Paddy.

Militant frounces Scottish Labour

SCOTTISH Militant Labour has
taken a formerly safe Labour seat
on Strathclyde regional council -
the largest local authority in
Western Europe — after winning
54 per cent of the vote in a recent

by-election.

Christine McVicar’s victory in
Easterhouse/Garthamlock ward is a
clear indication that Militant has built
a serious base in Scotland'’s largest

city.
Prison

Last May the tendency won four
seats on the city council, with leading
anti-poll tax campaigner Tommy
Sheridan elected from his prison cell.

It also proves there is an audience
for left-wing politics in sections of the
Scottish working class. Easterhouse/
Garthamlock is based around the
Easterhouse housing estate, one of

Red faces for
grey bureaucrats

the most run-down in Britain.

One in three men in Easterhouse
are unemployed, while 70 per cent of
children receive school clothing
grants.

Two years ago Labour took 71 per
cent of the vote; this time its support |
was reduced to 28 per cent, despite
sending seven MPs to canvas in the
ward.

The episode should clearly warn
the Scottish Labour Party that it can-
not take its electoral base for granted.

Yet there is a danger that Militant
supporters will mistakenly draw trium-
phalist conclusions from this victory.

The political vacuum created by
Labour’s deradicalisation can also be
occupied by other forces, including
the SNP, possibly even the far right.

There remains at present no ob-
Jective basis for building a new mass |
workers party in either Britain as a |
whole or Scotland alone.




TUC congress 1992

Keeping the white flag flying

By Jim Watkins

This year’s TUC was not just
routine Congress. The in-
vitation to CBI director
“general Howard Davies to

address the conference, and

the unconditional re-admit-
tance of the scab EETPU,
mark more than a deepening
of new realism.

Coming after Labour’s
fourth election defeat in a row,

these two decisive moments of
the 124th TUC herald a fun-

damental political realignment
of the British trade union and
iabour bureaucracy.

Labour leader John Smith at-
tended only the General Coun-
cil dinner and slipped away the
same evening.

Arrogant

In his address, Howard
Davies arrogantly called on a
movementbattered by 4 million
job losses and daily victimisa-
tion, toaccepta pay freezein the
publicsector so that wagelevels
could compete with those in
Korea and Taiwan!

Only 50 delegates followed
Arthur Scargill in walking out
when the CBI boss rose to
speak.

The course which is now
being charted by the TUC is
towards breaking with Labour
and active participation in the
competitive ‘rationalisation’ of
British industry. A nasty British
version of business unionism is
achieving political ascendency.

The tone of the week was set
by the first composite resolu-
tion ‘The Future Role of the
TUC' in which AEEU leader Bill
Jordanlaid out the new agenda.
The strength of the unions, said
Jordan, ‘lies in the world of
work’; thus it shouldn’t deal
with social issues such as les-

bian and gay rights. And the

role of the TUC isn’t to address
industrial issues — that is for in-
dividual unions in their deal-
ings with employers.

User-friendly

Rather, the way for the TUC
to become user-friendly and
deliver a quality service is to
become a centre of excellence
on health and safety, pensions
and low pay. It should develop
relationships with the bosses,
and the national and interna-
tional legislators through the
European Community.

Again this project to per-
manently de-gut the TUC and
turn it into a servicing agency
for the big four or five unions,
the left could only muster calls
for ‘maintenance of strong, ef-
fective international and
European trade union relation-
ships, or in the case of the EPIU
a call for the AEEU to be better
behaved vis-a-vis the smaller
unions.

The TUC will now set up an
office in Brussels. But Jordan
made it clear that the AEEU,
which increasingly is setting
the agenda for the TUC, has no
faith in either the corporatist
economic model of Germany
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Arthur Scargill - not only walks on water but also walks o

and Sweden, or in the
Maastricht social chapter, or in-
deed in European trade union
links.

The business union right-
wing nomore wants to confront
the European multinationals
than it wants to take on the bos-
ses here.

Not surprisingly the only
person prepared to speak out
and expose the nakedness of the
centre and left at the conference
was Arthur Scargill, in the cru-
cial debate on employmentlaw.

The composite on this issue
was moved by Alan Jinkinson
of NALGO, who made much of
the provisional court ruling on
the Newham dispute, in which

NALGO had been banned from

campaigning for a ‘yes’ vote in
a strike ballot (the ruling has

Doing the Blackpool Bossanova

Take your social

partners?

Behind Confederation of British In-
dustries chief Howard Davies’
speech at the TUC lies growing
opposition to the government's
disastrous economic policies, now
increasingly expressed by many
top bosses.

A string of leading businessmen -~
badly savaged by the deepening
recession — have made outspoken
public attacks on the Tories, putting
themselves formally to the left of
Labour’s front bench.

* Brian Pearse {chief executive of
Midland Bank) and Sir Denys Hender-
son (chair of ICI) are openly calling for
devaluation.

* Sir Clifford Chetwood (chair of
Wimpey) and arch-Thatcherite
Amstrad tycoon Alan Sugar have both
sfammed the Tories for prioritising
anti-inflation measures, demanding
expansionary policies instead.

On the surface, Davies' speech

| simply reflects the current political
conjuncture. But at a deeper level it

1 must to be set against the current
drive to break Labour’s links with the
unions.

Davies sweetened his public sec-
tor pay restraint call with talk of ‘social
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Bill Morris: leading his
merry dance

dialogue’ and demands for more
public spending on areas like
transport and training.

As TGWU general secretary Bill
Morris commented, 80 per cent of the
statement could have been written by
any member of the general council.

The TUC clearly sees its courtship
of the employers’ organisation as a
step towards the ‘social partnership’
on the German model, with the unions
playing a junior role in restructuring

the British economy.

Davies made the terms of the deal
crystal clear for his audience. The
CBl sees three areas for dialogue with
the TUC, on the express condition
that unions ‘share our general
analysis.’

The first was manutfacturing com-
petitiveness, with ‘pay increases set-
tled in the light of the needs of busi-
ness in international markets, and not
by reference to some going rate.’

The second was platitudes on
education and training. Significantly,
the third was ‘Europe’, spelt out as
common backing for Maastricht. If
that's the dialogue offer, the labour
movement is better keeping its trap
firmly shut.

Davies® concluded: ‘1 very much
hope you did not agree with all of (the
speech). If the TUC and CBI were to
be at one on all points our members,
and yours, might wonder what we did
with our time.” Quite.

" Consideration is even being given
to inviting a senior Tory politician -
probably employment secretary Gil-
lian Shepherd, but possibly even John
Major himself — to next year's TUC.
The move would clearly and publicly
underline the distance between Con-
gress House and Walworth Road.
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Oh Boy! Buddy Holly lookalike Rodney
Bickerstaffe presided as the CBI called for a

public secior pay freeze

since been overturned).

The motion’s seconder, Bili
Morris, accurately outlined the
iniquities of the present situa-
tion and called for a legal
framework of trade union
rights.

But NALGO and the TGWU
had agreed to the deletion of the
crucial section of the motion
calling for the repeal of all Tory
anti-union legislation. Scargill
came to the rostrum and imme-
diately declared that he agreed
with everything Jinkinson and
Morris had said, but wanted to
know what the movement was
going to do about it.

Minority

The NUM's own motion call-
ing for a ‘refusal to co-operate
with  anti-trade  union
legislation’ was massively
defeated, but there was a sig-
nificant minority in all delega-
tions supporting non-com-
pliance. For example in the
NCU delegation support for the
NUM position was only lost by
9 votes to 8.

The only real struggle at Con-
gress was the prolonged fight

by the NUJ to impose some

practical conditions on the re-
admittance of the EETPU which

has now merged with the AEU
to form the AEEU. Their resolu-
tion called for members
poached by the EETPU from
TUC-affiliates at Wapping and
elsewhere to be handed back.

But EETPU leader Gallagher
refused point blank to hand
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back a single member.

Threats

Meanwhile the AEU
continued their tactic of
threatening to walk out
if their EETPU col-
leagues were not re-ad-
mitted.

By Thursday the NU]
had agreed to remit the
motion butonly after the
GMPU print union, led
by Tony Dubbins, had
stabbed them in the

back.
Dubbins was only

able to this with the ac-
tive support of the Morn-
ing Star supportersin his
delegation. Led by Com-
munist Party of Britain
(CPB) general secretary
Mike Hicks, they
refused to fight for the NU]J -
position, allowing Dubbins to
effect the sell-out.

Done in the interests of “unity
of themovement’ and ‘onetrade
union centre in Britain’, this ac-
tually meant unity on Jordan’s
or Gallagher’s terms.

The Morning Star bizarrely
reported this stitch-up with the
headline ‘Bridlington Rules
OK’; bizarrely because the deal
sanctioned poaching against the
spirit of Bridlington, and be-
cause in any case Bridlington
will be banned by the new wave
of anti-union laws.

Desperate

The Morning Star, Iin
desperate financial straits, is
very keen to get cash from trade
union leaders; Bickerstaffe,
Knapp and Cameron all at-
tended their ‘relaunch’.

In the midst of this headlong
rush to the right the ‘Unshackle
the Unions’ campaign held a
fringe meeting addressed by,
among others, Joe Marino of the
Baker’s union, Billy Pye of the
NUM EC, the sacked
Manchester guards, and an rep-
resentative of OILC.

The message of the meeting,
chaired by NU]J president Jim
Boumellha, was that the only
option for rank-and-file trade
unions is to fight back.

Meanwhile the General
Council has invited employ-
ment secretary Gillian
Shephard to address next year’s
Congress.
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Racist deportation Is not just a German phenomenon.
Protestors picket Birtain's Harmonsworth Detention Centre

Anti Fascist News

Neo-nazis defeated

in battle of Waterloo

By Pete McDonald

Hundreds of anti-fascists
last Saturday thwarted an at-
tempt by the Blood and
Honour music front of
British fascism to hold a
public event unchallenged
and unscathed.

Anti-fascist campaigners, the
largest contingent coming from
Anti-Fascist Action, took over
Waterloo station for more than
40 minutes, before police
cleared them in an attempt to
allow fascists access to their
‘redirection point’. The Nazis
were headed for a racist gig in
Gravesend.

Scuffles

Large-scale protests and
scuffles continued outside the
station as neo-Nazi thugs tried
to ‘sieg heil’ themselves into a
false sense of security.

One minibus fall of black-
uniformed boneheads (the

‘master race’) went careering
- down the fastlane on the wrong

side of a dual carriageway,
rather than confront protesters.

The fact that such events will
be challenged was established
on Saturday. As the Sunday In-
dependent noted: ‘As protestors
chanted “police protect Nazi
scum”, the neo-fascists were
divided into groups of 20 and
escorted out of the area.’

Police protection

In other words, only by the
protection of the state can the
Nazis hold an event like
Saturday’s.

However the need for dis-
cipline and organised self-
defence at events such as this
was shown by the fact that scat-
tered anti-fascists were attack-
ed by marauding thugs.

Given the short notice for the
counter-mobilisation the atten-
dance was good. Local
skateboarding youth from the
South Bank spontaneously
joined the protest.

The turnout from the Anti-
Nazi League was disappoint-

ing. There were a few com-
mitted individuals present,
while those who head the
SWP’s ANL work trailed round

After Rostock — German government takes on racist mantle

By Ben Wolfe
The German government is
to deport 40,000

Romanians, 60 per cent of
them gypsies, starting on 1
November. The deporta-
tions will be carried out by
the simple device of refus-
| in%_ requests for asylum.
he mass deportations,
 bringing back echoes of the
mass deportations eastward
during the war, are the result
of a huge campaign waged by
the fascists and other right-
wingers alleging that foreign-
ers are responsible for a ‘crime
wave’.

Fallout

But this campaignis nothing
new; what is new is the politi-
cal fallout from the anti-im-
migrant pogrom in the eastern
port of Rostok.

Rostock was just the tip of
the iceberg of anti-immigrant
attacks. In over 40 towns, in-
cluding Berlin, Cottbus, Leip-
zig and Stendal, immigrants
have been the victims of street
violence.

And the violence continues
after the dramatic 25 August
Rostock attack.

But on the streets the Nazi,
skinhead and racist gangs are

Mass gypsy
deporiations start

in Germany

not havingitall their own way.
The left’s anti-racist

demonstration in Rostock on
29 August attracted 20,000

people - and the mobilisation
was at very short notice.

In other towns the left and
anti-racist groups have or-
ganised guards of immigrant
hostels, and in several cases
have saved immigr
being firebombed or beaten

up.
Clampdown

But these successes at street
level have not stopped the
political stampede towards a
clampdown on immigrant
workers. Chancellor Kohl may
be under the pressure of the
right and racists, but he is only
able to get away with the mass
deportation plan because of
the compliance of the SPD -
Germany’s Labour Party.

In a panic the SPD leader-
ship has dropped its previous
opposition to anti-immigrant
policies. Their view that the
only way to prevent racism is
to reduce immigration is dis-
astrous — giving ground to the
fascists’ argument that it is the
immigrants who are respon-
sible for mass unemployment
and poverty.

Apart from the far left, only
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ants from

the SPD young
socialists have
stood out
against the col-
lapse on im-
migrant rights.
It is no acci-
dent that it is in
east Germany
that the fascist
street gangs
have been able
to whip up sym-
pathy. Unemployment at 20
per cent there is a direct result
of the decision by the West

German bosses to wreck the
economy of the ex-GDR.

Offensive

Many reports show that
support for the racists is far
from universal in the east. But
what makes the situation
dangerous is that it is the ex-
treme right wing which has the
offensive, and that the SPD
and unions leaders are buck-
ling under that offensive.

The danger in the situation
comes precisely from the fact
that the hopes and expecta-
tions of the workers of the GDR
have been cruelly disap-
pointed. Given the failure and
semi-collapse of Stalinism in
their overwhelming majority
they supported the ‘realistic’
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Under racist pressure: Helmut Kohl

option -unity with the
capitalist west.

The ‘reward’ of mass un-
employment was always.
bound to lead to mass discon-
tent; the question is, what
political force can channel and
organise it? On the streets, the
left still can mobilise more than
the Nazis, a lot more.

But the task is much deeper
than that. The left has to com-
bine anti-fascism with fighting
for the rights of anti-im-
migrant workers. Ithas to raise
and champion thefight against
unemployment and the attack
on welfare and other rights of
the east German workers.

Anti-fascism in itself never
defeated the fascists. That is a
lesson which both the SPD and
sections of the german far left
have to re-learn.

after camera crews hoping for
an interview.

The leadership of the Anti-
Racist Alliance was hardly in
evidence.

Counter-fascist mobilisa-
tions are a necessary part of the
overall anti-racist/fascist strug-
gle. But considerable thought
needs to be given to their or-
ganisation and especially legal
monitoring and cover.

Ruined

The Battle of Waterloo was a
victory. One fascist was heard
to scream that their day had
been ruined, when they had
Eeople coming from all over

urope. So sad! The BNP's at-
tempt to capitalise on Rostock
took a nosedive to the nearest
gutter.

® 28 anti-fascists and 5
nazis were arrested. Details
of defence campaign for
anti-fascists in the next
issue.

Pay
boost
for Plod

ONE GROUP of state
employees is
seemingly exempt
from the
government’s tough
line on public sector
pay. T'he police have
been awarded an
inflation-busting 6.5
per cent from this
month.

1992 will be the
fourth year running
that Britain’s 130,000
coppers have topped
the government’s
salaries league. In
1989, police got 9.25
per cent; in 1990, 9.75
per cent; and in 1991,
8.5 per cent.

Lven civil service
chiefs, military
supremos and judges
saw pay pegged at 4
per cent this year.
Local government
white collar statf got
4.T per cent.

Prime minister John
Major last week
hinted at a 2 per cent
public sector pay
norm in the coming
round. Wonder how
the boys in blue will
do in 1993?
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By Charlie van Gelderen
The ANC has agreed to talks
with the South African govern-
ment over ‘security’ matters in
the wake of the Ciskei mas-
sacre.
But after the fusillade which

| slaughtered 27 people on the

borders of the puppet
‘homeland’ on 8 September the
‘moderate’ leaders of the ANC
face enormous difficulties in
re-opening the CODESA talks
on a political solution.

All the evidence, and the

' eyewitness account of the

neutral National Peace
Secretariat, confirms that the
Ciskei troops fired indis-
criminately at the unarmed
marchers.

A great number of the mar-

chers were still on the South
African side of the border
when they were killed or
wounded.
- The South African police, es-
corting the marchers, disap-
peared shortly before the
shooting started. They claimed
they had to go to protect white-
owned property in the
‘homeland’.

Formal negotiations ground
to a halt after the Boipatong
massacre in July, although the
talks continued between ANC

Will
anti-Sendero
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T}ying to bridge the gap — Nelson M

general secretary Cyril
Ramaphosa and the Minister of
Law and Order Hernus Kriel.

Manoeuvres

The negotiations strategy of
the ANC, begun when Nelson
Mandela was still in jail, will no
longer be accepted by a large
section of the rank-and-file, a}-

ready exasperated by what

they see as the stalling
manoeuvres of the regime and
their own leadership.

oy

International News

ANC under pressure
after Ciskei massacre

e

The so-called ‘homelands’
amount to one of the key issues
facing the liberation movement
in its struggle for a democratic
South Africa.

They were the very founda-
tion of Verwoerdian apartheid.
Areas were put aside and
designated as the ‘homelands’
of various black nations.

Whole populations, some of
whom had no contact with
these so-called homelands for
generations, were un-

ceremoniously driven out
of their homes, their dwell-
ings bulldozed, and
dumped in these ter-
ritones.

There they were forced
to stay, trying to eke outan
existence in very difficult
conditions, unless their labour
was required in the farms,
mines, factories and homes of
the white ruling class.

The Pretoria government
usually made sure that
obedient puppets were in-
stalled in the seats of power in
these territories.

Obnoxious

Ciskei leader Brigadier
Oupa Gqozo was a particularly
obnoxious and servile puppet
of the Pretoria regime. After he
came to power in a coup in
March 1990 he ruled as an ab-
solute dictator, subject only to
the whims of his masters in

Pretoria. Even the mildest

criticism could land the per-
petratorin prison for five years.

Pretoria saw in him a willing
ally in its plans for a federal
constitution in which minority
rights (read: white privileges)
would be safeguarded.

Now South Africa has
denied responsibility for the

massacre on the
the Ciskei is an ‘independent
state’ — although one recog-
nised only by Pretoria!

grounds that

Oupa Gqozo’s coup, which
overthrew the former dictator
Lennox Sebe, originally aimed
to align the Ciskei with the
ANC. Alarmed Pretoria sent
Col. Hugo of the South African
defence Force to head the
Ciskei’s military intelligence
and to turn the new dictator.

Within weeks this strategy
had succeeded. Anton
Niewoudt, an officer in charge
of South Africa’s military intel-
ligence, set up International Re-
search as the brigadier’s per-
sonal intelligence organisation.

It organised the African
Democratic Movement on the
same lines as Buthelezi’s In-
tkatha freedom Party. Funds
and arms were provided to
bolster Gqozo’s power.

The De Klerk government’s
hands are dripping with the
blood of the victims. They will
be avenged.
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Not so shining now - red Sendero guerrillas

It has become commonplace to describe "B thrived. Layers of the poor and lfts

Peru as ‘on the brink’; will the state’s
recent capture of Sendero Luminoso
guerrilla chief Abimael Guzman push it

_____ initially, Sendero’s violence was directed at
intellectuals saw them as the only ef-  families who had ruthlessly dominated whole
fective opposition. | communities for centuries. This won them sup-

The Peasant Confederation (CCP)  port

over the edge? oo o and the General Confederation of But with the increase in_ their activity, Sendero
The worsening economic crisis bought on wriimessay M Peruvian Workers (CGTP) were began attacks on left-wing opponents. Many
by President Alberto Fujimori’s austerity : | forced underground, with litle ex-  Peruvian leftists began to characterise them as
programme has been accompanied by in- 3 perience of clandestine operation.  followers notso much of Mao but of Kampuchea's
- creasing militarisation, which began under @ The same is true of much of the Pol Pot. - |

former President Alan Garcia. & Peruvian left. With its often indiscriminate bombing cam-
- Despite Latin America’s so-called £f . paign in Lima, Sendero are now probably respon- -

‘democratic opening’ in the early eighties, in Offensive sible for most deaths. ~ 4 Sen
Peru as elsewhere the military retained in- . Having i ed their urban Squeezed between the military an endero
aving increas are the poor and the democratic workers’ and

fluence in the state apparatus.
The cuimination was this year’s coup,
necessary so Fujimori could assure the Inter-

presence, particularly in Lima,

Sendero believes itis on the threshold peasants’ organisations. Their immediate

response has been self-defence, based on inde-

natfonal Monetary Fund and the World Bank m BRNNGE ORn o g pendence from both bodies of armed men, and
gmeaigaci;gberal dictats would be continue to 1 " This is the fifth and # nafl stage get;{;itgne structures of democracy and account-
: . - 4 S ictates for the . i 3

Fujimori has formally announced elections - g:rnu(\’fiez:ﬁ rt:vi:ljtzt){o:;cmalll © Ay But in other areas the military have been or

ganising peasants’ groups of the same name

under the pretext of fighting Sendero.
Democratic self-defence organisations

deserve and need our solidarity. Despite a real

to a new ‘democratic constitutional congress’,
with a mandate to draw up a new constitution,
for November 22. Many opposition parties
may not take part, arguing the congress will be a

war in which the people’s army will
move in from the countryside to sur-
round the towns, with urban insurrec-

Fourth sword in the slammer - Abimael Guzman
government. Stamping out Sendero was the

| for continued dictatorship. ime justification for the coup; this is the first , ! , decline in struggles they have a potential to
merYee\tlet:':ge ;n%st of guzman - and F;ight other gngible result. It is far too ear ly to say whether SUCh' a view opnmderably overestéma;gg come centres of an ajtemaﬂve. popular power - a
members of the Sendero central committee on  the guerrillas will be paralysed or galvanised. Sendero’s real backing, perhaps 5,000 cadre third force that in the future will be better placed
September 12 — may yet save the Fujimori In the post-coup tension and violence Sendero @ periphery of 100,000. to assert itself in a chaotic Peru.
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