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Crude logic of
tanker profiteers

By Dave Osler

OIL TANKERS and the free
market don’t mix. While the
exact cause of last week’s
disaster in the Shetlands is
yet unknown, the big pic-
ture is clear.

Muitinational ¢il giants

sub-contracts responsibility
for running many of its ships
to specialist ship management
companies.

B+H is essentially an ‘asset
play’ outfit, formed to cash in
on the temporary boom in
secondhand ship prices in the
late eighties. The main cause of

There has been much media
hype about double hulls -
providing two skins for addi-
tional protection. Indeed, the
so-called MARPOL conven-
tion drawn up by the Interna-
tional Maritime Organisation
will make this compulsory for
all new tankers after July this

have deliberately run down thebull market was Norway’s  year.

their fleets, chartering vessels recently abolished K/S sys- Many experts fear double
voyage-by-voyage on the spot  tem, which gave extensive tax hulls  are themselves
market, centred on London breaks for purchasers of dangerous.  Norwegian

and Oslo.

But a boom in tanker build-
ing after the oil shocks of the
mid-seventies has created both
an ageing world fleet and sub-
stantial overcapacity, driving
down freight rates and en-
couraging owners to cut every
corner they can.

Vessels are ‘flagged out’ -
re-registered in low tax
countries, where safety stand-
ards are only loosely enforced.
Cheap third world and East
European ratings are hired,
despite inability to. speak the
same language as officers.
Some are untrained; certifica-
tion is available for cash on the
back streets of port towns.

Owners even argue returns
are so low itis uneconomical to
invest in new vessels. With in-
surance companies picking up
the tab for any spills, operators
have every incentive to run
rustbuckets into the ground ~
sometimesliterally. At the cur-
rent rate of scrapping, the
present world tanker fleet
would last another 200 years.

Tragedy

secondhand shipping. Syndi-
cates of small investors —
‘dentists’, as the in-joke went -
rushed to buy up sometimes
poor quality vessels, often
from Greek owners.

Investors

Norwegian and US inves-
tors used B+H to raise money
on the New York stock ex-
change to buy ships, work
them at a profit, and sell up at
the top of the market. But
prices have now crashed. B+H
are losing money almostasfast
as the Braer is losing crude.

The Braer was working for
US oil company Ultramar,
which reacted to the inddent
by promptly arresting a B+H
ship discharging at one of its
refireries as security for itslost
oil.

‘Independent’ owners like
B+H own 64 per cent of the
world tanker fleet. Oil com-
panies control 18 per cent, with
state oil and shipping concerns
holding a further 18 per cent.
Over half the world’s tanker
fleet, including the 1975-built

shipbrokers Fearnleys - a top
name in the sector ~ warned
last year: ‘Double hull tankers
up to medium size have
proved to be safe to operate.
But it is important to be aware
that crackings increase with
ship size.’

Modern tankers are general-
ly massive. At 85,000 dwt
(deadweight tons, a measure-
ment of carrying capacity), the
Braer is medium-sized com-
pared to 240,000-plus dwt
VLCCs (very large crude car-
riers) and 330,000-plus dwt
ULCCs (ultra large crude car-
riers).

Double hulls, Fearnleys
added, will protect against
cargo tank holing only at low
speed. And the risk of leakage
into void spaces increases the
chance of catastrophic ex-
plosions.

Authoritative

An authoritative compara-
tive study of 17 different
tanker designs commissioned
by the US government in 1991
came out for double hulls, but

reportedly failed after water
got into its fuel tanks. There is
considerable mystery as to
how this happened. Un-
scrupulous suppliers com-
monly contaminate fuel to in-
crease profit.

So what should the left be
saying? As long as it is neces-

intervention. The French
government stations two large
salvage tugs, Abeille Lan-
guedoc and Flandre, off its
north-west coast; South Africa
maintains two of the world’s
largest salvage units, Wolraad
Woltemade and John Ross (a
name synonymous with

Braer, is over fifteen yearsold.  concluded: ‘Knowledge to i . .
The tanker involved in last Some 1,563 vessels of thistype  regarding the precise cir- :grs x;ﬁvl‘;ﬁtga%}’g 15“;";;;:. :;:qu_r“k everywhere, it
week’s tragedy, Liberian- == Shipping is unavoidably a Franceand South Africaalso

registered but American-
owned and crewed by
Filipinos, Greeks and Poles, il-
lustrates many of these trends.
In January 1992, the Braer’s
crew wrote to the International
Transport Workers Federation
claiming that they were under-
paid and the ship was inade-
quately manned.

Press attempts to proclaim
beneficial owner B+H
Maritime Services as ‘a quality
operator’ aresimply ‘bollocks’,
a senior shipping journalist
who wrote just such a story
told Socialist Outlook. 1t even

‘Knowledge regarding the precise circumstances
and structural effects of actual tank vessel
accidents is so inadequate that any assessment
of design alternatives will produce results that

are dependent on the chosen assumptions and

accident criteria - artificial rather than actual

criteria.’

still in service were built in or
before 1977; 464 were over
twenty years old, exceeding
the usual maximum design life
of a modern vessel.
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dangerous game. An es-
timated 80 per cent of maritime
accidents are down to human
error. Little could have
stopped the master of the
Exxon Valdez being drunk on
duty.

But it is necessary to rigidly
enforce safety, and hang the
expense. Commendably,
French oil giant Elf Aquitaine
unilaterally implements its
own tight safety vetting proce-
dure for chartered vessels in
place of the standard industry
formula.

There must be adequate
provision of rescue services.
Yet many salvors have gone
out of business in the last
decade as the provision of
what will always be a stand-by
service has proved un-

force laden tankers to stay fur-
ther off the coast than a master
looking for a fast passage
might choose, increasing the
amount of time to mount a res-
cue.

‘Coffin ships’

What seafarers call ‘coffin
ships’ have to go. While the
Braer was making the head-
lines, 17 Russian and Greek
seafarers perished in their
lifeboat after abandoning the
30-year-old Coty 1,a4,000 dwt
Panamanian flag bulk carrier
taking a consignment of ce-
ment from Greece to Sicily, in
heavy seas.

Lloyd’'s Register statistics
show that 250 were killed in 34
casualties in bulk carrier-type
ships, notorious for poor main-
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Independent

An independent survey last

thousands of unemployed
shipbuilding workers across
the world back in a job. Unfor-
tunately, after the Tories’ vir-
tual destruction of Britain’s
once powerful — and once
nationalised — shipyards, very
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Only mass action can
defend the miners

The refusal of the coal and rail unions
meeting on 6 January to take any action
to defend the miners was a disaster. Their
decision to go back to their own execu-
tives to consider a work ‘stay away’ (pos-
sibly on 15 February), and meet again on
12 January, has the hallmark of a
dangerous foot-dragging exercise with
little sign that action is being seriously
contemplated.

The danger now is that all the possibilities
| contained in the great popular movement
generated by the original
announcement of the pit g
closures - reflected in the 3
two mass demonstrations £ |
| of 100,00 and 200,000 — will §

be frittered away.

That movement

deepened the crisis of the
§ Tory government, began to
change the political situa-
| tionand gave real hope that
the years for retreat could
be reversed at last.
g It was a chance for the
| unions to begin to turn the
tide. The left was right to
# demand that the next logi-
1 cal step should be for the
§ TUC to call a one-day
§ general strike to build the
movement towards more
sustained action. A late call by the TUC got
| 200,000 people on the streets under banners of
| the trade unions and Labour Party.

The NUM has done well in the courts and
has shown the actions of the government in
§ closing the pits to be illegal. But this battle

Wi

5
<

cannot be won in the courts alone. Nor can the
government-controlled review procedure be
seen as the answer either.

The recommendations it makes will bebased
on political ccriteria, not economic or in-
dustrial ones. They will close as many pits as
they can get away with.

Stayaway

A major new impetus is now needed in the
campaign. An officially-backed work
‘stayaway’ by the mining and rail unions
would be a big step forward, but it would have

to be seen as, and organised for as, a day of
collective strike action and not left to in-
dividuals.

Any authoritative call would get a massive
response, whether it was in solidarity with the
miners, or in defence of the public sector more
generally. The anti-union laws can be chal-

lenged, as they were on the day of the big
weekday NUM demonstration.

The public sector unions have talked of co-
ordinated strike ballots and strike action. Such
action would get a massive response, and
would rock the Tory government to its foun-
dations.

The TUC should stop its vague talk about

‘rolling campaigns’, and lead and co-ordinate
such a sirike movement. We need a fight in
every public sector union for joint action —in
defence of jobQ and against the pay freeze.

The mlmng industry cannat be separated

- from the public sector as a
whole, and if the miners are to
win a convincing victory they
1 are unable to be able to do it
alone. A militant public sector
fightback is there a direct way
of defending mining jobs as
well.

The solidarity movement
which has sprung up since the
announcement of the pit
closures is very important and
kept the issue alive with
countless demonstrations,
events and meetings atlocalas §
well as national level. i

This campaigning energy B
however must also be turned §
in to the unions to ensure that §
effective action is taken before
the die is cast and pits are closed.

A stay away, if it is agreed, should be fully §
supported as a minimum step. But the move-
ment is going to have to face the reality that §
only strike action will save jobs in the pitsand
inthe public sector, or confront the wage freeze §
imposed by the Tory government.

Globocop threatens Iraq, part Il

SO GEORGE Bush, as his
parting gesture, is threaten-
ing to bomb Iraq again. His
logic, and that of his
flunkeys in the United Na-
tions Security Council, is
absurd. The US has
declared a ‘no fly’ zone in
southern Iraq; and the
Iragis have put ground-
based missiles on their own
territory, which is of course
‘a threat’ to the US.

This comes at a time when
the USis engaged in a gigantic
international military effort.
US marines occupy Somalia, a
huge fleet sails off the coast of
Yugoslavia and thebombersin
Saudi Arabia and the
Tomahawk missiles on US
ships in the Gulf are prepared
again.

The targets are ideologically
well-chosen. Saddam is a
genocidal despot, Somalia is
starving and strife-torn, Bosnia
is the victim of Serb ‘ethnic
cleansing’ and worse. Enter
the cavairy to enforce the New
World Order of peace and jus-
tice.

Or so it seems to those who

refuse to examine elementary
facts. The US intervention in
Somalia is aimed at confront-
ing growing Islamic fun-
damentalism in the Horn of
Africa. The US would love to
enforce a military presence in
eastern Europe. And pressure
on Saddam serves to buttress
and strengthen the pro-US
reactionary alliance in the
Middie East.

Expelled

Contrast this w1lhngness to
intervene in defence of ‘peace’
and ‘justice’ with theroleof the
US over the 400 Palestinians
expelled by Israel, stranded on
the freezing mountains of the
Lebaneseborder.

It is the US which has
wielded the big stick, publicly
and privately, against any at-
tempt to get the UN to act on
the issue. Peace and justice
Bush style is highly selective.

But there is little point in
trying tojudge US intervention
‘issue-by-issue’. The pattern of
US intgrvention is unmistake-
able; emboldened by its suc-
cess in the Gulf war the US is

Bosnia, Somalia, next stop the Gulf?

accustoming the world to the
persistence of its overseas
military interventions.

This is part of the long-term
strategic game that Globocop
is playing. US economic
strength is declining and com-
petition with Japan and Ger-
many worsening. World-wide
military interventionis the one

weapon which Globocop can
wield that no other imperialist
can match. And with it goes
diplomatic, political and ul-
timately economic gains.

At the same time, left-wing
and anti-imperialist opposi-
tion to US intervention is at a
rock-bottom low. The move-
ment against the Gulf war was

big, but not really mass. The
tradition of opposition to im-
perialist military adventures
must be rebuilt.

From that perspective, the
lefthas to wage a battleagainst
illusions that Western inter-
vention will solve the
problems of the masses in any
country.

Blitzing Iraq didn’t remove
Saddam, itinflicted untold suf-
fering on the Iraqgi and Kurdish
masses. What is stifling the
ability of the people of Bosnia
to resist ethnic cleansing and
mass rape, is not the lack of
American marines, but the
Western-imposed arms em-
bargo that hits Bosnia but has
little effect in Belgrade.

The flurry of US military ac-
tivity in the last days of the
Bush presidency has been said
to signify an attempt.to
straightjacket Clinton, com-
mitting him to a series of
foreign interventions. Maybe.
But Clinton has dissented from
not one of Bush’s overseas ad-
ventures; there will be no
change in US militarism from
that quarter.
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Miners News

‘Hard Labour
wipes out pit|

jobs

By Dave Osler
WHEN IT comes to pit
closures, past Labour
governments make Michael
Heseltine look like an
amateur.

Not for nothing did Lord
Robens, former Labour MPand
head of the old National Coal
Board in the 1960s, once boast:
“Under Labour we shut pits at
afasterrate than whenthe Con-
servatives werein office ... a pit
closure almost every week for
four years was achieved.”

‘It was Atlee’s first post-war
Labour administration which
undertook nationalisation of
the coal industry on 1 January
1947, fulfilling the demand of
generations of miners. The
move was literally greeted
with rejoicing across the coal-
fields.

No official strikes

The 1947 National Union of
Mineworkers conference even
carried a resolution declaring:
“There are now no opposing
sides in the industry”. The
NUM wouid not make any
strike official, and unofficial
ones faced prosecution.

Yet the expropriators had
not exactly been expropriated;
instead, they were given com-
pensation from the state worth
far in excess or their assets.

Moreover, Labour govern-
ments and Conservative
governments alike have ever
since prioritised profitability
over mining jobs and the so-
cially necessary production of
coal.

The Conservative Party
returned to office in 1951, and
four years later commenced
widescale cut-backs in the in-
dustry. Over the next nine

years, the workforce fell from:

700,000 to 517,000 while the
number of pits was cut from
over 850 to under 600.

Yet the right-wing
dominated NUM in this period
did notlook toindustrial action
to save jobs. They based their
strategy on the eventual return
of a Labour government.

Just a few months before the
first Wilson administration in
1964, unions were led to
believe that Labour wanted the
industry to produce 200m tons
of coal a year.

But once in office, new mini-

ster of power Fred Lee denied
any commitments had been
entered into.

Lee told NUM conference in
1965: “Coal has a future, there
is no occasion for alarm ... but
efficiency, costs, and theresult-
ing prices are absolutely
paramount.”

Shortly afterward, plans for
British Coal to produce 170m
tons a year were announced.
By 1967, the figure was slashed
to 140m. But spending on
nuclear power was boosted
massively.

It was in this period that
miners began the depressing

NUM’s ngt win !dua t stalinist Mick Mahy

process of moving from pit to
pit and even area to area as the
closures came in thick and fast.

A wave of unofficial strikes
against Labour’s policies in
1969 and 1970 were the precur-
sors of national strikes in 1972
and 1974, which sparked off
the events that forced the
Heath government from ofiice.

The 1974 Labour govern-
ment realised the miners’ mas-
sivesocia! weightand offered a
compromise in the shape of the
so-called Plan for Coal.

A ten year programme
meant the construction of new
pits and the extension and

modernisation of others. Joint
production drives’ and
‘productivity  incentive
schemes’ were designed to in-
crease productivity by 4 per
centa year. Achieving such tar-
gets inevitably translated into
more job losses.

Prime minister Harold Wil-
son said at the 1975 NUM con-
ference: “What the government
is asking for the vears ahead,
what the government has the
right to ask, the duty to ask, is
not a year for self but a year for
Britain.”

The NUM leadership took
the bait and consistently tried
to push through wage deals
linked to productivity. In Sep-
tember 1974, for instance, 61.5
per cent of miners rejected one
such incentive scheme in a na-
ticnal bailot.

By 1977, Labour’s pay policy
desperately sought to hold the
line ata wage increase of under
10 per cent, a figure far less
than inflation. NUM leader Joe
Gormley again tried to sell the
membership an incentive
scheme in order to play ball
with the government.

Despite being rejected at the
union’s annual conference, the
package was put to a national
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vote at the leadership’s insis-
tence. The then energy
secretary, Tony Benn, argued
that the scheme should be
given a “fair trial” on the
grounds that is managed to
“avoid the evils of past
piecework schemes, which set
men against men and lowered
safety standards”.

Nevertheless, it was again
rejected. Ignoring ali
democratic expressions of
miners’ wishes, the govern-
ment, the Coal Board and the
NUM nevertheless went ahead
with local productivity
schemes.

By introducing massive dif-
ferentials in wages between
areas and breaking the unity
forged in 1972 and 1974, the
move largely created the
divisions that became so tragi-
cally evident in the great strike
of 1984-85.

By the end of the last Labour
government, coal output had
further slipped from 117m to
105m tons, and 23 more pits
had closed with the loss of &
further 11,000 jobs.

Part two of this article will
examine Labour’s role in the
1984-85 miners’ strike

journal.

project ‘non-political politics'.

The article, titled ‘Lessons from America’, argues that Labour
must emulate Mr Clinton’s success in discarding the Democrats’
image as ‘the party of the poor and of the past' and forging a
‘populism of the Centre rather than the Left' which can appeal to
the majority. Labour should shy away from confrontation and

While not advocating wholesale comversion to Democrat
policies, it notes that the Democrats’ present fusion of economic

A new Bill for Labour?

‘Clintonisation’ process
gathers pace

By Paul Clarke
BILL CLINTON became Labour’s latest factional surrogate
last weekend as arguments erupted over what conclusions
to draw from his triumph in the US presidential election.

On one hand, newspapers reported a growing clamour for
‘Clintonisation’ from the Labour right wing. On the ather, Centre-
Left politicians attacked the ‘Clintonisers' for wanting to turn Labour
into a party like the American Democrats.

The source of the row is an article by Philip Gould, the former
Shadow Communications Agency co-ordinator, and Patricia
Hewitt, the deputy director of the Institute for Public Policy Re-
search and a former senior aide to Neil Kinnock, in the launchissue
of Renewal, the Labour Co-ordinating Committee’s new quarterly

interventionism and social conservatism ‘may or may not’ be
appropriate for Britain.
Such enthusiasm for Clinton is a cover for an attempt by
party ‘madernisers’, led by Tony Blair, the Shadow Home
Secretary, to distance Labour from the trade unions. This
objective has now been echoed by John Smith and top union
bureaucrat John Edmonds (GMB), who have declared the aim
of scrapping the block vote this year.
Biair appears to see openings for himself in the repeated
references by Clinton campaign chiefs to their success depend-
ing upon a strong, young, attractive candidate. Certainly none
of these could be said to apply to John Smith.
In rejecting this approach John Prescott claimed that ‘itis a
matter of the heart and soul of the Labour Party’, while even
traditionalist rightwingers like national executive member John
Evans have expressed disquiet.
In the end, though, defence of the status quo is no defence
against the Clintonisers. The politics of John Smith are a
useless continuation of Kinnockism, which in 1987 and again
in 1992 was shown to be incapable of producing victory.
The Clintonisers will make gains because they are seen at
the moment as the only people with something radical, if
extremely right wing, fo say.

Andrew Wiard

Face of future social democracy? Tony Blair
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Strong support for NUM
at Sheffield conference

by Alan Thornett
A CAMPAIGN for strike ac-

tion in support of the miners,

and full backing for the Green-

ham style camps to be set up at

the gates of the threatened pits

by Women Against Pit

Closures (WAPC) were
amongst the decisions taken by
a very successful solidarity con-
ference on January 9.

The conference, which was
called at short notice by the
Socialist Movement Trade
Union Committee and the Na-
tional Miners Support Network
was attended by 450 people
delegated from trade unionand
labour movement organisa-
tions.

It had the full support of the
NUM, and adopted a statement
from the union which called for
aone-day stay-away in defence
of the threatened jobs and the
mining industry.

Urging unity: Benn

Introducing the Statement in
the opening plenary, Idwell
Morgan from the NUM Nation-
al Executive Committee,
stressed that the only accept-
able outcome for the NUM was
that all of the threatened 31 pits
would be kept open. There
could be no compromise on this

Polish miners
strike for jobs

By Steve Kaczynski
POLAND was rocked last month by
a miners’ strike in Silesia, the
country's main industriaf region, on
a scale reportedly exceeding even
those held in the heyday of
Solidarity.

The British media stayed surprising-
ly quiet — perhaps they feared a
dangerous example.

While a new year's eve peace deal
between the government and the
union leaderships made a refurn-to-
work likely at the time of writing, the
dispute lays down a marker for future
struggles.

Small-scale protests began on
December 14, but escalated so rapidly
that even the hostile local media
reported that 350,000 workers were on
strike by Christmas — around one per
cent of the country’s entire poputation.

There were no indications of any
scabbing, while rail, steel, textile and
tractor factory workers in other parts of
Poland gave ready support.

The miners’ gnevanoes flow from
the regime's current ‘restructuring’
programme, which could cut the

country's coal mining capacity by as
much as 50 per cent.

The government has promised “so-
cial guarantees” to mining areas;
whether they are worth the paper they
are written on remains to be seen.

Solidarity leader Waclaw
Marszewski has promised that strikes
will resume if the government did not
stick to its agreements or showed bad
faith. He may have to back up his
words with actions pretty soon, as the
diktats of the International Monetary
Fund give the government little room
for manoeuvre.

Under Stalinist rule, the miners en-
joyed a relatively privileged position.
Nevertheless, they were at the
forefront of the Solidarity cause in the
eatly eighties, and many paid with their
liberty and even their lives after the
crackdown of 1981.

lronically, a decade later it was
former Solidarity chief Lech Walesa
who, as national President, accused
strikers of destabilisation, and it was
Solidarity veteran Jacek Huron, now
minister of labour, who threatened the
working class with repressive
measures.

Most of the strikers were from the

ocialist.
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and no victory short of it. The
closure of a single pit would be
a defeat for the NUM he
stressed.

Six other speakers were on
the platform, among them John
Hendy, QC, who represented
the NUM in the recent victory
in the High Court where the
Government was found to be in
breach of the law.

Tony Benn stressed the need
for unity across the movement
in defence of the miners.
Carolyn Sikorski from the
SMTUC spoke of the historic
role of women in trade union
struggles. Two speakers from
WAPC outlined their plans for
the camps on the gates of the
immediately threatened pits.

The other speaker was Bob
Crowe from the RMT NEC who
had attended the recent meet-
ing between the rail and mining
unions which considered a
stay-away day in supportof the

Walesa

mainstream NSZZ Solidarity, while
others were from the far smaller but
more militant Solidarity ‘80 and the
Kontra union, linked fo the anti-semitic
Confederation for an Independent
Poland.

The ex-Stalinist OPZZ confedera-
tion sent messages of support and
threatened a general strike from mid-
January but generally took a more
cautious line. This did not stop a pro-
government MP accusing ex-com-
munists of instigating a strike patently
of Solidarity origin.

The free market is coming apar: in
Poland thanks to the more positive
parts of Solidarity’s contradictory
legacy. Socialists should seek to help
as well as learn from the struggles of
the Polishworking classandlink up the
struggles in our two countries.

Miners’ fight is entering crucial phase

miners. He said, to applause
from the conference, that the
RMT Executive would be meet-
ing on Tuesday of this week and
the Left would be proposing a
ballot of the whole of the RMT
membership in support of a
one-day stay-away.

This approach, that any stay-
away called should be or-
ganised as strike action in order
to make it effective and not left
vague or just to the individual
worker, was echoed both in the
discussions in the regional and
individual union workshops as
well as in the decisions of the
conference.

The final plenary not only
took resolutions from the
workshops but gave a platform
to speakers from a number of
important strikes taking place at

WOMEN’S CAMPS

AGAINST CLOSURES
Contact numbers:
Doncaster area: Hatfield
Main 0302-841365
Barnsley 0226-202687

Women Against Pit
Closures

NATIONAL
DEMONSTRATION
LONDON

SATURDAY FEB 6
Assembie 11am
Embankment, march
to Hyde Park

..................___-___—.._..__________..__......_..___.1

| Picket NW region TUC
' | Saturday February 6,

: Mechanics Institute,

| Manchester

Solidarity with the
Miners

- WC1

| SE Region TUC

the present time: the Islington
NALGO strike; women from the
Annie Hall dispute; women
from the Middlebrook Mush-
rooms strike in Hull who are
picketing super-markets; and
Asian women from the
Burnsalls strike in the West
Midlands, who got a tremen-
dous reception from the con-
ference and a prolonged stand-
ing ovation.

In addition to this the con-
ference voted to organise a re-
call conference as soon as the
next stage of the struggle be-
comes clear.

The conference represented
an important steps forward for
the miners support movement
and provided the basis for some
important new initiatives to be
taken.
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