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Scargill
speaks at
Silverdale
rally

By Bob Smith
MORE THAN 2000 miners and
their supporters marched from
Silverdale pit to a rally in New-
castle under Lyme, Stafford-
shire on Saturday March 6.

Arthur Scargil spoke to the rally:

“This is a campaign to save 31
pits from Tory vindictiveness.

"Cecil Parkinson made it clear
when he said ‘Do not forget what
the miners didin 1972, They do not
understand that today's miners
were at scheol in 1972 Tell our
MPs to show the same class vindic-
tiveness when they get into power.

"Notjust 31 pits. but 16 coal fired
power stations and 900 employees
face closure. The Tories plan to
replace them with gas fired power
stations at a 30 per cent cost in-
crease. Thisis economic madness.

"They could save £1 bilfion a
year on subsidy to the nuclear in-
dustry and by stopping coal im-
ports. save another £1 billion.

| am very pleased that the mi-
ners have voted in support of the
union's recommendation. We shall
now campaign, with all the power at

.our elbow. for all the jobs threat-
ened in our industry.

"l call on the UDM membership
to forget their differences and rejoin
our ranks for a united struggle with
our collegues in NACODS and
RMT.

"Don't let us fight alone again!
Get out from here, and get your
trade union and Labour Party
branch to support our rolling action.
Get your MP and the TUC to fall in
behind-our struggle. Certainly their
credibility ‘is at stake this time
round.”

Rose Hunter from Trentham
women'’s pit camp said,

“Get back to your Labour Party
wards and teli them to put socialism
back on the agenda. Tell the
leadership to get behind our
struggle this time round. The Tories
will be wrecking your community
and taking your job next.”

Flo Rutter, also from Trentham
pit camp said,

"We're all political activists now.

"Women have a big stake in this
struggle. The Tories want to cut
family benefits and our quality of life
is under threat. Not 31, not 10, not
one closure! We are fighting for our
communities, our families, our
lives.®

Socialist Campaign Group
Supporters Network

Maastricht
and the future
of socialism

Organising the
ieft in the
Labour Party

Saturday April 17th
Sheffield Hallam
University, Pond St
11-5pm
For further details contact:
SCGSN, ¢/ o Jeremy Corbyn,

Red Rose Club, 129a Seven
Sisters Road, London N7
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Moving from demonstrations to action: the miners now need more solidarity

Miners say ‘yes’ to action

By Bill Sutcliffe
MINERS HAVE said yes to a
24 hour strike against Tory
plans to axe 30,000 jobs in
the industry as a prelude to
privatisation. British Rail
workers seem set to join
them in what will be the
most important labour
movement day of action for
many years.

The miners’ union, pit

supervisors union NACODS
and RMT railworkers held syn-
chronised ballots against re-
dundancies in their respective
industries last Friday.

The NUM result - an-
nounced last weekend - paves
the way for the first national
coal stoppage since the all-out
strike of 1984-85. The scale of
support for industrial action
surpassed the hopes of most
militants, who had privately

Build the Labour
left conference

By Pete Firmin
LAST JUNE, over 400 La-
bour Party activists met in
Leeds and took some steps
towards forming a national
campaign of the Labour Left
- the Socialist Campaign
Group Supporters Network.

Since that conference new
Campaign Groups have been
set up in many places, showing
that life does still exist on the
Labour left. On April 17th a re-
call conference takes place in
Leeds.

The need for a national,
democratic force of the Labour
left is obvious. The economy
and the Tories may be in crisis,
but the Labour leadership has
no answers.

They removed virtually
every policy and democratic
measure won by the left in the
last 1970s and early ‘80s - and
then lost the 1992 general elec-
tion. Now they are floundering,
mostly trying to claim that they
though of¥ory policies first.

John Smith’s ‘big idea’ in his
recent Bournemouth speech
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been expecting a close call.

The strongest backing came
from South Wales, with 87 per
cent in favour. Other ares in fa-
vour were: Nottinghamshire
(79 per cent), Lancashire (77),
Leicestershire (75), Power
Group (68), Yorkshire (66 per
cent), Midlands (65), Cokemen
(59) and the Northeast (50.1).
Areas against were: Derbyshire
(46), Scotland (36), white collar
(30), North Wales (23).

Overall, 12,913 miners voted
to strike, with 8,465 against.
Turnout was 60 per cent, low by
NUM standards. Areas that
voted no are expected to abide
by the majority verdict.

The union’s executive was
due to meet on Thursday
March 11 to consider its next
move. With April 2 already se-
lected as a Europe-wide day of
miners’ protest, there is specu-
lation that the strike will take

was that Labour is the party of
individual aspirations.

The best they can come up
with is the new buzz word
‘Clintonisation” - which
amounts to little more than a
vain hope that the US Demo-
crats’ success in winning an
election might rub off on La-
bour, and an excuse for ditch-
ing the party-union link.

The Labour left is weaker
than it has been for about 20
years, reduced to one repre-
sentative on the NEC - Tony
Benn - and marginal to Party
debate on nearly all issues.

It has suffered mass defec-
tions to new realism over the
years of defeats in the class
struggle, and a high drop-out
rate from those despairing of
the policy changes and demor-
alised by the witch-hunt.

Forging a national demo-
cratic campaigning body uni-
ting most of the Labour left will
not be enough to bring an in-
stant reversal of the left's for-
tunes. A change in the state of
the class struggle is needed to
achieve this. However, this

place on that day.

The NACODSresult wasdue
as Socialist Outlook went to
press. Action from supervisors
would paralyse the pits, as it is
illegal to work without them. A
two-thirds majority is needed
under the NACODS rule-book.

The NUM victory will boost
activists in RMT, where the of-
ficial campaign for a yes vote
has been lacklustre. The RMT
ballot is over some 27,000 job
losses in prospect on British
Rail, and not formaily linked to
the NUM and NACODS votes,
even though the pits cuts will
also mean rail sackings.

Due to the union’s balloting
procedures, no outcome will be
announced until at least March
19. But under Tory anti-union
laws, strike mandates only hold
for 28 days.

If rail bosses mount a legal
challenge, arguing that RMT

does not mean that noth-
ing can be done in the
meantime.

A left-wing acting
together on issues where
it agrees will be a much
more effective and attrac-
tive force, offering an al-
ternative to the watered-
down Toryism of John
Smith.

Links must be built
from the beginning with
the left in the unions. A
campaign around reten-
tion of the union link of-
fers the chance to work
with wider forces than
the existing left.

The April 17 con-
ference willbeaddressed by the
Campaign Group candidates
for the NEC this year, but will
also discuss campaigning in the
areas of anti-racism, defending
public services, fighting pit clo-
sures and job losses, Maastricht
and the economy, party democ-
racy and the ‘New World
Order’.

This offers an opportunity to
discuss linking up party activ-

Campaign Group MP Jeremy Corbyn

have artificially manufactured
the dispute, delays in getting a
hearing could push the vote be-
yond its expiry date. Activists
mustbealive to thedanger. The
watchword has to be, name the
day straightaway and then go
for it, 100 per cent.

Outside of the NUM, NA-
CODS and RMT, opportunities
exist for those in other unions to
link up their demands with coal
and rail struggle. This is espe-
cially, but not exclusively, true
in the public sector.

Oncea dateis set, we need to
bring the biggest labour move-
ment mobilisation in decades
behind it. This should mean
solidarity strike action wher-
ever this is possible, and lunch-
time and evening events where
itis not.

ists with campaigns outside,
and short campaigning resolu-
tions will be taken on each of
these issues. .

There will also be discussion
on a democratic structure for
the network of supporters.

Labour left activists every-
where should be building this
conference and working to en-
sure that we come out of it
strengthened for the many bat-
tles ahead.
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Morale, morals and the right |
wing backlash

The brutal murder of James Bulger in
Kirkby has unleashed a wave of reaction-
ary moral panic, in which all the chur-
ches and right wing MPs -~ from John
Patten to Tony Blair-have chimed in. All
of them agree in calling for stricter disci-
plme over children, and in re-assert- |
ing the importance of ‘family
values’. Long sermons about indi-
vidual responsibility, and respect
for the ‘community’ are being end-
lessly repeated.

This carnival of reaction has been
topped off with repulsive scenes in
Liverpool, as the homes of children ques-
tioned by police have been besieged and
ugly crowds have gathered outside
police stations and courts.

Junior prisons

Now Kenneth Clarke has come for-
ward with plans for ‘secure training cen-
tres’ (i.e. junior prisons) for young offen-
ders aged below 15. Few will be
impressed by his claim that these will
offer ‘love and care’ to the difficult
youngsters consigned to them.

The murder of a two-year old, appar-
ently by children, of course provokes
strong emotions. But the causes of such
events are being dealt with at the same
kind of level as “The Omen’; the hunt is
on for ‘evil’ children, ‘evil’ parents, and
anyone seen as lacking ‘morality’ and (con-
ventional Christian) religious values.

This appeal to a renewed reactionary moral
order has to be fought. That can only be done
by the left explaining some of the basics, look-
ing at some of the underlying causes. What is
it which leads to a brutalisation of children?
Why are thousands of kids getting involved in
petty crime, drugs and various kinds of vi-
olence? Why is truancy an epidemic?

The answer to these questions, of course, is
highlighted by the fact that the Bulger murder
took place in Kirkby, one of the poorest areas
in Europe. Brutalisation of kids comes out of
the brutalisation of communities by unem-
ployment and poverty.

It is in those circumstances of deep poverty

and collapsing social services, of no prospects
- and schools that can’t cope, that children take
on the cynicism and despair of their parents.
You don’t have to be a Marxist to under-
stand these basic facts; anyone with a modi-
cum of common sense will understand them.

John Blair or Tony Patten? Bi-partisan bible-bashers

Which makes it all the more unbelievable that
Labour’s supposedly intelligent home affairs
spokesperson Tony Blair should simply re-
hash the bilge of the Tory right on these issues.

Ripping off

Of course no socialist in any way defends
violence against or theft from working people
by other working class people. Responding to
the violence of exploitation of the system by
ripping off peoplein the sameboat as yourself,
or doing violence to them, is absolutely reac-
tionary.

But such values of working class solidarity
can be created, not by moral lectures, but only
through a strong working class movement
which is seen to be really fighting for the most
oppressed.

Leicester teenagers — outraged at city council plans to shut down the only youth club in the heavlly Asian Belgrave
area - protested outside a meeting of the authority last week. The Asian Youth Project is also used heavily by
Afro-Caribbean and white youth in the area. Detalis from AYP on 0533 530152,

In today’s world, in which the Labour
movement is dominated by the defeatist poli-
tics of ‘new realism’, that is obvioisly not the
case. The unemployed of Kirkby don’t see
anyone - least of all the likes of Tony Blair,
who appears to inhabit another planet from
working class people - fighting for them.
Neither Labour nor the trade union bure-
aucrcay showsany interest in even trying
to organise them for a fightback.

So the rich, the Tories and the state rip
off the poor; and the poor are more and
more victims of petty hoods - loan
sharks, burglars, drug dealers — who
operate in their own communities. Lack-
ing collective solutions, organisations of
struggle and solidarity, personal solu-
tions on the borders of legality predomi-
nate.

Targets

Without a challenge from the left and
the labour movement, the field is now
wide open to every kind of reactionary
priest and witch doctor to deepen this
moral panic. Orderand discipline will be
the themes; the poor, women, lesbians
and gay men, single-parent families,
black people and the unemployed will be
the targets.

Yes, there is a moral crisis in Britain;
the whole of the capitalist class and the
political establishment are deeply af-
fected by it. Their moral code - centred on
greed, self-interest and exploitation, backed
up by brute force of the state — has led to the
kind of social breakdown they are now so
ready to deplore.

Presiding over a collapsing economy, they
have no ideas and no way out. Their only
morality is to save their own skins, the best
they can.

For the working class the crisis is more one
of morale than morals. A few days of mass
action would do more to rebuild self-con-
fidence and social solidarity than a lifetime of
sermons from cynical church-going careerists
like Blair, Smith and co.

If the labour movement doesn’t step into the
present vacuum, and offer workers a way for-
ward, the law and order brigade will.

Oocia[ist
UTLOOK
The politics of Malcolm X

The man and the myth

Thursday 18*March 7.30°"
Unity Club, 96 Dalston Lane, Hackney E8
with

Martha
Osamor

Godfrey
Mdingi,
Workers
Organisation for
Socialist Action
(South Africa)

Patrick
Bischop,
black NUS

presidentiol
candidate
Bala Kumar

Upali Cooray
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10 years after the Bermondsey |
by-election, DAVE OSLER recalls how
Labour let the rabid media call the tune

A landmark In
Labour’s retreat

THE TENTH anniversary of
the Bermondsey by-election
passed by last month, all but
completely unnoticed. A
shock result saw arock solid
Labour seatfall massively to
the Liberal Party, in whose
hands it remains to this day.

But Bermondsey was a lot
more than aroutine by-election
hammering. In retrospect, it
can clearly be seen as the turn-
ingof the Bennite tide. The very
symbolism is striking.

The seat had been making
national headlines for 15
months after sitting MP Bob
Mellish - a chief whip under
Harold Wilson and knighted
by the Pope, no less - was dese-
lected in favour of Peter Tat-
chell.

A young Australian, Tat-
chell was not only a leftwinger
but a long-standing gay rights
activist. Today he is best
known for his advocacy of
‘queer politics’ as part of Out-
Rage!

Scargill

This was in 1981, the year
that Tony Benn only just failed
to win Labour’s deputy leader-
ship, Arthur Scargill launched
his successful campaign to
become president of the Na-
tional Union of Mineworkers,
and the new administration at
the Greater London Council
under ‘Red Ken’ Livingstone
was implementing radical

policies.

Full of wonder at these in-
spiring developments, a kid
called Dave Osler joined the
Labour Party just over theriver
in Wapping. Bermondsey was
to be my first time on the
knocker.

Threatened

Following Bermondsey La-
bour Party’s democratic deci-
sion to remove him, Mellish
met party leader Michael Foot
in December 1981 and

But Foot had effectively
given Fleet Street the green
light: The Sun leader the follow-
ing day stormed: “Red Pete -
otherwise known as extreme
leftwinger Peter Tatchell - sym-
bolises everything that is ap-
palling in the Labour Party. A
Marxist, who has been in the
Labour Party only a few years,
he has contempt for democ-
racy.”

Endorsed

Peter Tatchell (left), on
foot, on the knocker;
Peter Tatchell’s
knocker (above)
Michael Foot -
clashed over 1983
by-election

for Bermondsey’

Best-placed

All this was nonsense. For
the early eighties, Tatchells
politics were no more than run-
of-the-mill Labour leftism. Any
backing he received from Mili-
tant was motivated by purely
tactical considerations after
Tatchell emerged as the best-
placed leftwinger in the selec-
tion process. Indeed, Militant
would clearly have preferred
to run one of its own sympath-
isers.

Meanwhile, Mellish quit the
party in August 1982. Rather
than run as an independent, he
put up a henchman, John
O’Grady, as a ‘Real Labour’
candidate. Private Eye alleged
that the campaign was fin-
anced by Sir Nigel Broakes,
chair of the London Docklands
Development Corporation, a
government-imposed quango
that usurped much power
usually in the hands of local
authorities.

Abuse

Broakes strongly denied the
suggestion. But it is indisput-
able that both Mellish and
O’Grady were paid vice-chairs

of the LDDC. Broakes

threatened to force a by-

electionunless theleftwas “Tatchell was openly referred to as a

tackled. With the newly

formed Social Democratic Marxist revolutionary’. Even a BPC
Party, a rightwing split news bulletin referred to him as ‘the
from Labour, clearly ona Mjlitant Tendency candidate for

roll after by-election

triumphs in Croydon and Bermondsey’.”

Crosby, Foot feared cer-
tain defeat.

Soon afterwards, Foot stood
up in the House of Commons
and announced that Tatchell
was “Not an endorsed candi-
date of the Labour Party and as
far as I'm concerned never will
be”.

Aspublicjustification for the
outburst, Foot used an article
penned by Tatchell for what
was then known as London La-
bour Briefing, which had called
for extra-parliamentary activ-
ity against the Tories. The piece
was scarcely a call to insurrec-
tion; Tatchell was talking about
18bbies, marches and non-viol-
ent civil disobedience,

Within the week, Foot’s po-
sition had been endorsed by
the National Executive Com-
mittee, although the body later
changed its mind, allowing
him to run. The Party that
month also launched theinves-
tigation into Militant that was
to result in the expulsion of the
paper’s editorial board the fol-
lowing year.

The two issues became in-
tertwined in the press’s collec-
tive mind. Tatchell was openly
referred to as a ‘Marxist revol-
utionary’. Even a BBC news
bulletin referred to him as ‘the
Militant Tendency candidate

was also head of Trafal-
gar House, which then
owned the Daily Star,
Daily Express and Sun-
day Express and 50 per
cent of the London Stand-
ard. These newspapers
joined the rest of the ta-
bloid and middle mar-
ket press in one of the most
sustained campaigns of abuse
ever faced by an individual.

Much of this was based on
Tatchell’s homosexuality,
which he persistently refused
to confirm or deny. While this
was clearly his right, it was al-
most certainly a mistake. Given
his history of gay rights activ-
ism, it was inevitable that the
gutter press would extract
maximum mileage by innuen-
do. Many gays felt that Tat-
chell’s ambivalence reinforced
the idea that being gay was
something shameful.

Tatchell himself has since ar-

gued: “The majority [of local
Labour Party members], in-
cluding myself, feltideally that
I should come out. But what
convinced the majority that I
should not discuss my sex-
uality was that gay rights
would then become the pre-
dominant election issue ...
whilst gay rights was a very
important issue, we also felt
that jobs, disarmament and the
equality of other minorities
should not be overshadowed.”

But by now the totally fabri-
cated ‘Red Pete went to gay
Olympics’ stories were in full
swing (‘he was apparently a
marathon runner in, would
you believe it, Queensland’)
and the ‘fuck off back to Aus-
tralia, you communist poofter’
graffiti campaign was well ad-
vanced.

Barrage

Canvassing the council es-
tates with Clive Wood (now a
Socialist Workers Party mem-
ber), I found the cumulative ef-
fect of the barrage to be devas-
tating. I imagine that working
in Tory strongholdsisadoddle
by comparison.

The anti-Tatchell vote gravi-
tated around the Liberal Simon
Hughes, who polled 17,017
(57.7 per cent). Tatchell got just
7698 (26.1 per cent), while
O’Grady mercifully lost his de-
posit with 2243 (7.6 per cent).
The Monster Raving Loonies
stuffed both the Communists
and the Revolutionary Com-
munists. The result repre-
sented a 21,075 vote turn-
around, from an 11,756
majority to a 9,319 vote defeat.

Among the ironies that later
emerged, was that Simon
Hughes — who avoided declar-
ing his own sexuality — was
found to have worked on the
preparation of his own party’s
gay rights manifesto.

Four months later there was
a general election, with
Hughes holding the seatas La-
bour to crashed to its worst
showing nationally since 1918,
polling just 28 per cent.

Pictures

While falling short of declar-
ing ‘it's OK, he’s not bent’ in
72-pointtype, publicity materi-
al for Labour’s Bermondsey
candidate, John Tilley, in the
1983 General Election featured
his wife carrying the couple’s
babe-in-arms. ’

Islington South, meanwhile,
elected Chris Smith, who later
came out and is still Britain’s
only out MP. He has since won
front bench preferment. But
then, nobody ever called him
‘Red Chris’.
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Some 2,000 council workers in
Walsall, West Midlands, held a
half-day strike on March 1,
protesting against their Tory
employers’ plans for mass
sackings and service cuts.

Up to 400 jobs are on the line
following a decision to slash the
budget by £8m. Many of those
affected work as school dinner
staff.

The strikers — members of the
NALGO white collar local
government union, organised a
mass meeting, followed by a
mass lobby of Walsall Town Hall.
Much of the anger was directed
against council leader Mike
Bird, who argued that local
government unions should

authority money.

follow the example of Labour
Sheffield and work two days
without pay in a bid to save the

Knives out for

pay in Sheffield

By Mark Mullion
ALMOST 20,000 Sheffield council
workers last week voted to accepta
3.5 per cent pay cutin exchange for
abosses’ promise o put 1400 sack-
ings on hold.

Only the works department, which
employs some 2000 manual workers,
is holding out, after stewards cam-
paigned for ano vote. Negotiations with
council chief Mike Bower are conti-
nuing. Teachers are excluded from the
deal, because their terms and condi-
tions are settled nationally.

The wage slash move — at a time
when the Tories are frying fo impose a
national 1.5 per cent public sector pay
nom - comes after the once-radical
Labour council has decided to comply
with a government-imposed spending
limit of £366m and set a legal budget
for 1993-94.

At Christmas, it wamed the unions
that it needed to sack 1400 workers, in
acity already suffering from 14 per cent
unemployment, in order to balance the
books

NALGO, dominated locally by
Democratic Left, successfully pro-
posed the idea of all workers taking .
three days unpaid leave instead. The
money saved was spent on enhancing
voluntary redundancy packages. The
move contributed to the climate which
led fo the current deal.

Having secured the formal consent
of 61 per cent of the workforce, em-
ployers are proceeding to impose iton
everyone. The package gives

everyone either an hour off the working
week or seven days’ exira leave entit-
lement.

This 3.25 per cent reduction in work-
ing hours ostensibly cancels out the
pay cut. Butworkers struggling to man-
age on current take home pay are un-
likely to see things this way.

The council has guaranteed to pay
this year's nationally agreed pay rise,
with settlement date due in July, but
said that next year's increase
depended on savings being im-
plemented.

Each union in the authority balloted
separately, with results revealing signi-
ficant discrepancies. NALGO voted 65
per cent in favour, NUPE 57 per cent,
GMB 53 per cent and TGWU 51 per
cent. Many lower paid workers said
they voted against because they simply
cannot afford to see their take home
pay viciously slashed.

Labour MP Jeremy Corbyn argued
that “ministers are frying to turn the
clock back to the 1930s, when workers
took wage cuts to save their jobs. It did
not work then and it will not work now.
This is the economics of the mad-

Mr Bower has pledged o slash man-
agerial and supervisoty jobs despite
the sacrifice, arguing: “We need to cut
the cost of services without cutting the

He has received congratulations
from the Sheffield Development Cor-
poration, the Chamber of Commerce,
the Cutlers' Company cutlery bosses’
club and the cily's two universities.

By Eugene Slack
SOME 53,000 local government
jobs were axed last year, in addi-
tionto 31,000 which wentin 1991.
And there is far worse to come.

Association of M.utropolitan Auth-
oriies, claimed last week: “We be-
lieve that up to 100,000 more local
government jobs will be lost in the
next 18 months.”

The Financial Times early esti-
mated that there would be 90,000
council sackings in the next year
alone. Whichever figure you select,

Councils’ jobs toll

Stephen Bubb, secretary of the -

the result is a wholesale jobs mas-

sacre.

Around 5,437 local government
jobs were axed in just one week last
month, bringing the total number of
sacking announced since the start of
February alone to 25,971.

Labour environment spokesper-
son Jack Straw released detailed
figures compiled by CLES European
Research Network on behalf of the
Association of Labour Councillors.

The statistics are based on
plannedbor actual reports in the na-
tional, local and specialist press, and
CERN's own survey work.

E

Public Sector Alliance

Teachersin
Leicestershire
staged a half-day
strike on March 3
against threatened

“cuts in services and
job losses. Over
1,000 NUT members
walked out across
the county, and
vented their anger
in arally outside
County Hall.

A missed opporfunity

By Alan Davies
ALEOPARDdoesn’tchange
its spots. The truth of this
was brought home at the
Public Sector Alliance (PSA)
conference at Stoke last Sat-
urday.

The conference was domi-
nated by Militant and the mode
of operation from the days of
BLOC remained unchanged.

As in the old days when the
Communist Party Stalinists ran
the Liaison Committee for
Defence of Trade Unions, oppo-
nents were made to jump
through hoops to get delegated
or to have an influence on the
conference.

Protests at the start, that
Eroperly delegated delegates

ad been excluded, were voted
down by the Militant majority
at the conference.

The stress on the delegate
basis reflected a grandiose view
by the organisers that the con-
ference could “organise tens of
thousands of workers” as
claimed in the opening
speeches.

What was needed however,
was a conference which could
organise and coordinate the ac-
tivists in the individual unions
in a much more effective way.
Also voted down, was a propo-

sal for a more open organising
committee, with sponsoring or-
ganisations having the right to
send delegates to it.

Disappointing

The conference was disap-
pointing. 550 people attended,
two-thirds of them delegates,
and a series of unobjectionable
resolutions were adopted,
backing the miners and calling
for one-day national strikes to
start a serious fightback against
pit closures and in defence of
the public sector more gener-
ally.

The purpose of the con-
ference however, was difficult
to see. What effectively hap-
pened was the setting up of
little more than a front organi-
sation for Militant.

The narrow basis of the conf
was its biggest problem. The
platform was narrow (and al-
most entirely male) and NUPE
pulled out following a circular
from the TUC. Directives were
sentby the NUT and some other
unions, to every local area,
warning them against attend-
ing the conference.

The only national union rep-
resented was UCATT. There
were no MPs and no repre-
sentative at a national level

from the NUM.

The guest speakers invited
included a very good account of
the Timex dispute, but import-
ant current initiatives such as
the pit camps were absent.

A national committee for the
PSA was set up which is domi-
nated by Militant and was
given unlimited powers of co-
option. The regional basis of the
committee (2 delegates per re-
gion) is a clue to what the Mili-
tant are doing.

United action

Thereal need was to organise
within the individual unions to
achieve what everyone wants
which is united action across
the public sector. There was
nothing along these lines set up
at the conference and the pro-
posed local bodies will notbe in
a position to achieve this.

There is no doubt that a real
objective basis exists for united
and co-ordinated action in the
public sector, or that the left
could play a major role in for-
ging this action.

Such a role however, could
only be played by an open and
inclusive initiative and not one
tailored to the requirements of
a particular current.
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