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Just seven months after the Tories got rid of Thatcher, just a couple
of months after saying the Poll Tax will go, the Tories are in deep
Crisis again.

Not only are Labour 10 points ahead in the opinion polls, but the Tories
are beset by a deep recession, rocketing unemployment and a new
faction-fight with Thatcher and Ridley over Europe.

Unlike the early 1980s unemployment is hitting deep in the Tories’
southern heartlands. NHS cuts are deeply unpopular. Even small busi-
nesses are complaining about the exorbitant interest rates being charged
by the banks. Many Tory MPs are beginning to confess that the game s
up, and they will probably lose the next election.

The Tories never had majority support from the electorate in. all their 13
years in office. Their difficulties will be greeted with glee by millions.
But, faced with the new attack of unemployment, wage restraint, huge

cuts in the NHS and local government, the answer is not to sit back and
wait for action from an increasingly complacent Kinnock.

Though he is basking in the reflected glory of a new anti-Tory mood in
the electorate, itis quite clear that if Kinnock is elected he will do nothing

to reverse the Tories’ worst measures — including privatisation or the
cuts in public services. The ‘new model’ Labour Party offers nothing
new. Its leaders have learned nothing and forgotten nothing from the
failures and betrayal of the Wilson governments of the 1960s and 1970s.
Resistance has to be built now. '

The lessons of the early 1980s, when the unions did little to resist
unemployment, have to be learnt. The labour movement must raise the
demands for work sharing with no loss of pay, for a shorter working
week, and occupations to resist closures. Waiting for Kinnock will not
stop the effects of the recession pushing unemployment up to 3.5
million, and making deep inroads in living standards. |
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Home News

Fighting mood at

NALGO conference

By Eve Turner (Ealing
NALGO) and Doug
Thorpe (Islington) -

Last week’s NALGO con-
ference showed a rising

anger at attacks on public
services and a growing

recognition of the need for

national campaigning to
defeat them. On several im-
portant issues, for example
defiance of the trade union
laws, the 2000 delegates in-
flicted defeats on the Nation-
al Executive (NEC). But the
NEC held the line against the
left on the crucial issue of
‘national strike action to

defend local government
and the NHS.

NALGO

After five years of job losses
among local government
manual workers, white collar
workers face massive cutbacks.
Already thousands of jobs have
been lost, mainly through
voluntary redundancy and
redeployment. In the next five
years up to 30 per cent of
s 500,000 local govern-
ment workers face the sack.
On the first day of conference
a resolution from Ealing local
government branch calling for
national strike action to defeat
the cuts was defeated by about
3:2. The NEC were able to
caricature. this resolution as

calling for one ‘big bang’ strike

to defeat the cuts. After years of
no lead from the NEC, and
branches having to fight in
isolation, many delegates

Trades Councns
organise ogcunst
TUC bureaucracy E

by Sam Stacey

After last year’s TUC Con-

gress, the General Council
pushed through a cost-cut-

ting package which included

an attackon Trades Councils,
that was a political rather

than financial measure..
They wound up the annual

conference of Trades Councils,
the County Associations, and
the committee which brought
together their representatives
with the TUC General Council
(the TCJCC). So great has been
the groundswell agamst their
action, that the campaxgn to
reinstate these bodies is close to
winning a ma)orlty of unions.
This year’s ‘illegal’ conference
took place in Manchester, bring-
ing together more than 150
delegates. From the discussions
it was clear that while they may
be struggling to survive, most
have been active in opposing
the Poll tax and the Gulf war.

- [t was an important and
democratic conference. The
central debate focussed on the
uestion of how to reverse the

ecisions of the TUC and restore
the bodies which they had dis-
solved, but without the
bureaucratic control that the
TUC had long exercised.

In his closing remarks, chair

I
.
I
l

, supporter [

Become a Soc:ahst Outlook
Supporter

: Yes! I want to become a Socialist Outlook

Alan Duxbury stated that they

were not prepared to allow the
‘dead hand’ of the TUC to

revent a democratic con-
erence in the future. The sig-
nificance of this was evident
from the debate on policies -
virtually every resolution car-
ried conflicted with TUC policy

Resolutions on the Poll Tax,
Irelgnd, the anti-unionlaws and
the Gulf war reflected the fact
that where Trades Councils act
as a campaigning force, they are
overwhelmingly outside the
legal remit which the TUC
‘allows’ them.

The co-ordinating committee
of Trades Councils, the TCJCC,
are confident of winning the
voteat the TUC Congress. How-
ever, they pledged to continue
to organise even if the vote were
to be lost. Whatever the
manoeuvres of the TUC, it is
clear that the Trades Council
movement will continue, with
or without their blessing.

Thereis now aneed foraclear

erspective for breaking the
gUC’s stranglehold. The aim

should be autonomy within the
TUC, whereby an annual con-
ference could elect its own ex-
‘ecutive, set its own agenda, and
elect its own delegates to the
TUC congress and General
Council.

' I want more information about Soc1ahst Outlook D

| I want to take an order of

l Outlook to sell [L1

,Name
| Address: .....couvnvvrnieinnnnnne.

.........................................

' § (3 ER reeeneeane.
| Please return to: Socialist Outlook, PO Box 1109 London, N4 ,
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doubted their ability to deliver
strike acton.

But the dlsqulet of delegates
was reflected in the adoption of

. the call for a recall meeting of

. Oldham ho

local government delegates in
September, when the national
strategy for fighting the cuts
will be reviewed. A national
demonstration against cuts was
also decided.

During the conference the
government announced plans
to privatise the ma]orlty of local
government services run by
NALGO members. The com-
placency of the NEC was
shown by its failure to mention
this fact until Islmgton branch
demanded a statement.
Whether or not NALGO’s
leadership really intends to
fight this attack remains to be
seen.

Resolutions for national
strike action against NHS cuts
also fell, but a day of national
solidarlt with the sacked 34
ital records clerks
was agreed for 5 July, as well as
a national demonstration
against attacks on the NHS.

Most time at the conference
‘was spent on the proposed

r er with NUPE and
SE. Many delegates sup-

' _ported by the left, expressed

concern at whether the new
union would retain NALGO's
relatively open and democratic
structures, including branch
autonomy and financing.
Twenty eight amendments to
the NEC’s document were
passed to ensure democracy in
the new union.

The NEC got a shock when
the final debate of conference
revealed a huge majority to cen-
sure them for bendmg to the
Tory anti-union laws in Liver-

pool. NALGO'’s executive in-
structed the Liverpool branch

not to go on a one-day strike

after the council got an injunc-

tion against branch secretary
Judy Cotter. Although the NEC
instruction was ignored by

leerpool workers, the con-
ference went out of its way to-

condemn the NEC for its action.
The implication of the vote is

- that NALGO will conduct

‘business as usual’ by defyinﬁ
the anti-union laws in suc

.....
......

cases. This is the most radical
position on the anti-union laws
adopted by any union.

The strength of radicalism in
NALGO was also shown by the
‘resolution passed on Palestine,
calling for economic sanctions
against Israel for ignoring UN
resolutions on Palestinian
rights. Throughout the con-
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ference strong support was:

shown for the struggle of coun-
cil workers in Liverpool and for
workers like those in Oldham
defying attacks on the NHS.

This summer NALGO faces a

tough battle on local govern-
ment pay. The employers have

- offered 6.1 per cent, way below

the 12 (per cent or £9333 mini-
mum demanded by NALGO.
Negotiations on 10 July are un-
likely to see much movement
from the employers. If national

strike action on pay becomes

Nnecess;

it will be a hard fight.

The NEC will do everything ganises against the right wing,

they can to negotiate a com-

promrse of about 7 per cent to |

head it off.

On many social and interna-
tional issues NALGO is way to
the left of other unions; and
much of the union takes a
militant stand on issues of pay,

NALGO ACTIVISTS’ DIARY

10 JULY. National pay claim lobby, London
5 JULY - day of action In support of sacked Oldham health

workers.

SEPTEMBER: recall local government group on anti-cuts

strategy.

by Alan Thornett
BATTLES continue in the con-
struction industry following the ex-

posure of ballot rigging by the right

wing in UCATT, the building
workers union, and a swing to the
left in the elections for the union
executive. .

Following the victory of the left, a
dozen UCATT full time officials, in-
cluding several national officials,

| have left the union. They are now
attempting to take a section of the

membership with them.

Initial moves totake theminto the
General and Municipal workers
union, the GMB, came to nothing

Hammond’s EETPU. Hammond
announced that the union intended
to create a construction section and
begin to recruit in the industry.

The prospect of a business union
intervening in the industry, in which
it is traditionally hard to organise,
has galvanised the UCATT leader-
ship. The danger of Hammond strik-
ing deals with employers of the type
now notorious from the engineering
and printing industries js all too
clear. |

The construction union’s leaders
have now set out to build a ‘unity
alliance’ with other building industry

............
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cuts and redundancies. But
NALGO'’s powerful left has yet
to translate this radicalism into
an effective fight for leadership
of the union, or into the kind of
action which would really
defends jobs and services.
For that, the left needs to
build afighting unity. Currently
this is prevented by the frontist
antics of the SWP which con-
trols the laughably named
‘Broad Left’. The main Broad
Left meeting of the conference
was turned into a forum for
denouncing people for being in
the Labour Party. The SWP’s
November putsch to seize con-
trol of the Broad Left followed
several years of battles with
Militant, who also used it as a
front organisation. It remains to
be seen whether Militant have
really learnt the lessons of this
[I)\I of front politics.
ALGO needs a democratic

frghtmg left which really or-

and fights to win leadership.
Strathcl{de branch has called a
national meeting of branches to

- debate a fightback against cuts,

and this should be supported
But NALGO needs a more per-
manent democratic left or-
gamsatlon

During the conference 100
copies of Socialist Outlook were

‘sold and 70 people attended a

fringe meeting organised by the
paper. SO supporters helped to

- orgamse successful frmge meet-

ings on the campaign against

third world debt, and against

anti-union laws.

Building workers fight
bosses’ union

after right wing defectors joined Eric

unions to counter the threat of the
EETPU. UCATT chairperson Peter
Lenahan said ‘We are trying to bring
all construction unions together...to
protect our agreements and the
rights of building workers
everywhere'. |

The alliance, backed by a num-
ber of unions including the TGWU
and the furniture and timber
workers (FTATU), notched up afirst
victory when a poaching attempt by
the EETPU at the Sellafield nuclear
plant was thwarted. Both the com-
pany, BNFL, and plant unions
refused to recognise the
breakaway.

is (IFL)
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Confronting
Kinnockism
in Liverpool

After a lot of soul-searching the Militant-

backed Liverpool Broad Left is standing
its own candidate, Lesley Mahmood,
' against Kinnockite Peter Kilfoyle in Wal-
| ton. The responmblhty for there being two
‘Labour’ candidates in Walton lies entirely
with the Kinnock camp nationally and lo-

cally.
~ Liverpool has been the city which has putup
the biggest fight against the destruction of local

| government jobs and services. Kilfoyle is the

local witch-finder general, hand-in-hand with
the Harry Rimmer council leadership in devas-
| tating local services and driving socialists out of
the Labour Party. Large sections of the local
| community and workforce see it as an insuit
| thataperson like Kilfoyle is the ‘official’ Labour
| candidate in Eric Heffer’s seat.

Socialist Outlook did not condemn the Broad
| Left for standing local council candidate against

imposed Labour candidates. But we warned
that standing in the by-election would be full of
' risks and dangers for the left.

In thelocal elections the Broad Left was trying
to change the balance of forces on the council

| against Rimmer and his mafia. But this by-elec--

Hon is a national political event. The Tories are
in deep crisis; millions of people want the ear-
liest opportunity to drive them out. Many
workers, even those who hate Kinnockism and
all its works, will vote for the ‘official’ Labour
candidate to ensure that the Liberals don’t win
the seat. Standing Lesley Mahmood ri%ks split-
ting the Labour vote and allowing the Liberals
in.

There are other risks. The Mahmood can-
didacy has made it certain that a gigantic witch-
| hunt will be unleashed in Liverpool and else-
where. Should the Liberals win, it will be
| incredibly difficult to resist this witch hunt.
The Broad Left has a significant base in Liver-
- pool, but not nationally - they are not a credible
national political alternative. Standing in the
| by-election, a national political event, gives a
' signal that they regard themselves as a national
| political alternative.
= Despite ourreservations about the Mahmood
candidacy, we place the blame for there being
two candidates on Kinnock and the right wing.
We will defend Leslev Mahmood and her sup-
‘porters against the right-wing witch hunters.

But we think this candidacy is a mistake; if it
' blows upin the Broad Left’s face, then the whole
of the Labour left will pay the price.

Unlike some others on the left, we do not
| regard it as a matter of principle to always sup-

port ‘official’ Labour candidates. It is a question
of tactics.

Kilfoyle is a vicious witch-hunter; but that
makes him no better or worse than hundreds of
Labour candidates in other constituencies who
are routinely given (critical) support by mar-
xists in elections. -

In these case it is seen that a Labour vote is a
class vote. By backing the Party against the
Tories, we create better conditions to take the
fight for a socialist alternative into the official
labour movement by putting a Labour govern-
ment into office and focussing workers’
demands upon it.

The same logic applies to Liverpool Walton.

The key task is to push the fight against the
witch hunt deep into the trade unions and
Labour Party, not to evade this fight by engag-
ing in a diversionary candidacy.

_Editorial

O'liTiook

attacks. They promise no sig-
nificant reforms if they come
to power, with the sole excep-
tion of a national minimum
wage. They do not intend to
reverse the ‘Thatcher
revolution” of privatisation |
and cuts in benefits and ser- |

vices to workers. A Kinnock
government will be the most
right wing Labour govern-

ment ever. |

For all that Kxnnock offers

Desp:te the passwe line of Labour and the TUC, Kinnock is ahead in the polls - on

anti Tory sentiment

Socialists for
Labour

IT LOOKS as if the election will now be
in 1992, but the campaign is well under
way. Major calculates the Tories have no
chance of winning this year and is hoping

“against hope that the economy will turn

round by next June. It is probably a for-

lorn hope. Despite getting rid of the poll

tax and Margaret Thatcher, Labour’s lead

in the polls is building.

If ever there was an opinion poll lead built by
default, this is it. The official leadership of the
Labour Party and the labour movement in

£ nothing to the working class,
a Labour victory in the next |}
election is vital. Three terms |
of Tory rule have done grave |
damage to the labour move-
ment and its ability to defend
working class interests.
While a Kinnock victory |

PHOTO: John Harris (IFL)

won’t automatically mean an
immediate working class
fightback, it will create a com- |
pletely new mood of expectation and self-con- |
fidence. Conflict between a Kinnock govern- |
ment and the base of the labour movement

would break out in short order. |

Socialists have to do what they can to ensure |

-a Labour victory, and prepare, here and now, to |

maximise on the new mood of combativity it
would create. Socialists have to use the long |

" election campaign to put forward their own |

policies and proposals, tomaximise the opposi- |
tion to Kinnockism in the unions and the Labour
Party. For this reason Labour Party Socialists |
has launched Socialists for Labour as a socialist |
campaign for a Labour victory. Socialist Out-
look encourages its readers to build this cam-
paign as broadly as possible.

*Copies of the ‘Socialists for Labour” statement
and sponsorship forms can be obtained from 1
Gorefield House, Canterbury Rd., London NW6 |
5TA

general have put up nil ﬁght agamst the Tory :

The gnsly face of tmpenahsm at war in the Gulf

Whose victory?

AFTER the grotesque chest-beating

‘victory’ parades in Washington and New
York, London is being treated, this
weekend, to its own dose of imperial flag-
waving. The whole affair is sick. The after-
math of the Gulf war can only be regarded
as a victory by a political system devmd of

civilised values.

What exactly is the balance-sheet of the Gulf
war? Iraq is devastated, and its people facing
hunger and disease. Saddam Hussein is still in

power, ready to unleash a new murderous

onslaught on the Kurds and Shi’as, as Western
troops pull out. Hundreds of thousands have
died in is an obscene spactacle of high-tech
butchery. Thatis a victory only for those steeped
in racist imperial ideology, for people who give
thanks for the safety of Western multinational

corporations and the poverty and suffermg of
millions.

At the end of the Guilf war, the US military
entertained itself by slaughtering tens of
thousands of Iraqi conscripts as ‘they fled
Kuwait. Cluster-bombed, napalmed, fuel-air
bombed, they — like tens of thousands of others
in the war — suffered terrifying, cruel deaths to
demonstrate America’s might. The Kurds, the
Iraqis and Palestinians in Kuwait are still suffer-
ing.

So when you see this sick celebration on TV,
remember what is being glorified. Not just war,
but the morality of the big stick, the morality of
racism, the morality of those who want to keep
the third world in bondage.

*Details of events protesting the victory parade are
on page 14.
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ory reform
~ threat to colleges

John Major recently announced the Tories’ plans for
the most far-reaching changes in post-school
education for many years. Starting in 1993 the
distinction between polytechnics, colleges of higher
education and universities is to go. Colleges of
further education will, like polytechnics were in
1989, be removed from local authority control and
funded centrally. . *-
Polytechnics are clearly seen by the Tories as the
model for the whole post-school sector. CLIVE
ANDREWS looks at how this massive restructuring
has affected the poly sector, particularly since 1989,
and shows what the Tories’ latest plans will really

Home News

for use of facilities and for

having the college’s name on

- qualifications. Ability to bring
in external funds is often a fac-
tor in new staff appraisal
schemes.

The door is open for polys to
become diversified businesses.
Property dealing is becoming
increasingly popular. One of
the highest paid staff at Thames
Poly is the Property Manager.

- As the college merges with ‘less

competitive’ institutions in |
" London it sells off the latter’s
buildings. This was attempted
with South West London Col-

af

The most obvious feature of
the last decade has been the
escalating attack on staffand
student conditions. Student
tostaff ratiosrose onaverage
from 84 to 1 in 1979/80 to
12.4 to 1 in 1986/87. Now
they are much higher and
getting worse.

Brighton Poly claims that its
ratio will have to rise from the
current 15to 1toover20to 1 in

the mid 1990s in order to
balance the books. It could face

a £17 million deficit by 1995 un-

less staffing levels are cut by a
third. It is already cutting part-
time staff and lecturers on
fixed-term contracts.

The cause of the crisis? The
system of competitive bidding
for funds introduced in the
Education Reform Act (1989).
Polys are allocated funds for

courses on the basis of running
them cheaply. At Oxford Poly

Lecturers launch cam
against Tories’ Whit

by Gordon Gibson

The Tories’ new white paper

on post-school education is
described X?/ the Socialist
Lecturers’ Alliance (SLA) as
being ‘launched on the back
of the Poll Tax and con-
ceived on the back of a
postage stamp’. It will, they
say, ‘sound the death knell of
general education for tens of

thousands of over sixteens’.
Two years ago the National
Association of Teachers in Fur-
ther and Higher Education
(NATFHE) predicted 14,000 job
losses in further and higher
education. Along with course
closures, the redundancies are
now coming thick and fast.
First to go are art-time jobs.
These are usually associated
with adult education, special
needs provisions, and tradi-
tional ‘night classes’. None of

Paged4 June 22,1991 No.4

- Save Adult & Further
'Education (SAFE) Campaign

¢/o, Birmingham Trades Council,
8 Milk Street, |
Birmingham,
. BS 5T1S. ,
Tel: Paul — 021 444 3552 (eve.) or Barry
-~ 021 554 0056 (eve.) .

mean for college education as a whole.

some lecture courses now have

over 400 students.

Employers have responded
by trying to impose new con-
tracts on poly lecturing staff.
This led to two industrial dis-
putes last year. While the result-
ing new contract is marginally
better than the first, it still al-
lows for significant increases in
teaching loads. Meanwhile the

_threat of competitive tendering

is constantly used against
cleaning, caretaking and cater-
in%staff. -
- Polys are being privatised
from the inside. The shortfall in
government funding is made
up increasingly from students
being accepted on a fee-paying
basis, from Britain and abroad.
Staff who recruit these stu-

dents are in effect running

private educational businesses
within polys. They obtain large
fees

these fit in with the new
phi]osophy of post-school
education. In future, courses
will only be funded if thereis a
job at the end.

Theresponse of the NATHFE
executive? A press statement
from the General Secretar
beginnin with a cautious wel-
come to the proposals! It then
laid out the NEC’s strategy of
amending the white paper by
parliamentary lobbying. This

‘response is ‘new realist’ in the

extreme.

TheLabourParty’s attitudeis
an equal betrayal. If elected,
they will not proceed with the
legislation if it fails to reach the
statute books in the next parlia-
ment. But, if it does becomelaw,
they will not repeal it!

Delegates to NATFHE’s
recent conference were rightly
angry at this pathetic charade.
Two emergency motions from
the floor, condemning the

or themselves and
negotiate deals with the college

e Paper

lege but sto ed by the
Polytechnicand olleges Fund-
ing Council (PCFC). Instead the
PCFC closed the college leaving
200 staff facing redundancy.

Predictably outside activities

 that are critical of corporate in-

terests are not favoured highly.
Researchers at Sunderland Poly
were pressurised into stop ing
an investigation into working
conditions at Nissan’s North-
East plant. Peter Wickens,
Director of Nissan, is a member
of the poly’s board of gover-
nors. ‘ -
Any fightback in the polys
will have to take on not just the

cuts, but also the insidious

change in the nature of
Eolytechnics. Institutions have

een forced to ‘opt out’ and
compete against one another. In
this way they present a picture

- of what the Tories plan for the

health service and for the rest of
the education system and it is
not a pretty one.

paign

NEC's response and calling for
a national campaign of actionto
defeat the plans, were carried
with an overwhelming
majority.

winning the political
debate, the SLA placed the fight
against redundancies firmly in
the context of the new
proposals. Union branches in
Sheffield and London have
shown that strike action is the
key tacticin fighting redundan-
cies.

The SLA established itself at
the conference as the main left
opposition in the union. It 1Im-
mediately initiated a campaign
organisation to coordinate ac-
tion in the colleges. This has
now evolved into the Save
Adult and Further Education
(SAFE) Campaign. National ac-
tions are being planned around

" the first reading of the bill in

parliament — rumoured to be
around January.

The left in NATFHE were
also instrumental in making
other gains at conference. The
Northern Ireland Region won a

change in rules to permit in-

dustrial action on a majority
vote of members in branches (as
opposed to a maijority of the
constituency). Reserved places
on the National Council were
won for black members. The left
also won the debates over
strategy for forming a sin le
teaching union and over fight-
ing redundancies.

.‘:(:'_._.‘. RSO SN ’ i

Clowning around with colleges ~ Education Secretary Kenneth Clarke

Hypocrisy
of ‘equal

opportunite

Like all aspects of
post-compulsory education,
Return-to-Study (RTS) and
Access courses are under
financial and ideological
attack from the Tories. DEE
VOLIN, explains what this
means in practice -
particularly for women who
make up the majority of
RTS/Access students.

ACCESS courses enable mature

students, without academic

qualifications, to gain the skills,
confidence and understanding to
embark on a degree course. Inthe
late 1980s they were hailed as the

'ultimate -in equal opportunities’.

The reality of such claims has
melted quickly in the heat of the

.Tory onslaught.

Centralisation of all adult courses
is now underway. The London Open

College Federation (LOCF), part of

the National Open College Network,
has been set up to certify courses
ranging from basic literacy and
numeracy to A-level equivaients.

This process of centralisation has
parallels with the National Curriculum
in schools. It operates to control and
restrict subject matter. It also oc-
cupies teachers with administrative
paper work, and so leaves little time
to develop course content and teach-
ing methods that can challenge tradi-
tional agsumptions on race, gender
and ciass. |

Transferable credits from the
| OCF mean that students can move
from one college to another in the
region. With the abolition of the Inner
London Education Authority (ILEA)
many hundreds of courses have ap-
plied for certification with the LOCF-.
Administrators and course directors
realise that money follows students.
To be uncertified by the LOCF will
soon mean certain course closure.

s J

Because Local Education
Authorities (LEAs) are not legally
mandated to provide post-compul-
sory education, this sector has al-
ready been subjected to devastating
cuts. Nursery and creche provision

has also been cut massively. As
many of the women who attend

RTS/Access courses also have

~ children, this only serves to further

restrict their ‘access’. Many women
with young children are now forced to

- postpone their Access/degree places

until the children are in school.
Further restrictions are made
through the rising cost of such cour-
ses. Since 1989 costs have risen
from £2 to £20 (1000 per cent) for
unwaged people. Changes in DSS

‘regulations regarding what con-

stitutes ‘actively seeking work’ have

also restricted the number of peopie

able to study. An increasing number
of students struggle to find part-time

“work to get them through courses.

Many now have to postpone their
degree courses, hoping that after a
period of full-time work they will have
enough money to study. With rising
unemployment many will be disap-
pointed. |

The hypocrisy of ‘equal
opportunity’ Access courses is stark.
It masks the exploitation of part-time
women staff, the closure of outreach,
education and advice centres, and
falling enrolment figures. It hides the
slashing of childcare provision, es-
calating fees, and the centralisation
of adult education that results in a
myriad of direct and indirect cuts.

The left has to move beyond the
rhetoric of ‘widening access to
education’. What is needed Is a
coherent national campaigning
policy. This has to take up the issue
of student financial support. But fun-
damentally it has to recognise that
students, teaching staff and their
communities need effective control
over course funding and cumiculum,
and not centralised elites.




Home News

Morris wins top TGWU posf: . -

A victory for black workers

by Martin Anthony
The election of Bill Morris as
the first black leader of a
| major trade union in Britain
is a development of enor-
| mous importance.

| Riﬁht winger George Wright

| was heavily defeated in a post-
al ballot conducted by the
toral Reform Society. Morris

 won with a clear 14% lead,
taking nearly half the vote. Bob
Harrison and Pat Reilly, the
other candidates, took less than
20% of the votes between them.

History of racism

The result is a big boost for
black peoEle, particularly in a
union with a huge black mem-
bership, a history of racism in
various sections, and a poor
record of integrating black
people into its structures. But

lec-

although I could not find
evidence of theuse of racism by
other candidates, there were
rumours that suggested other-
wise. - -

Morris, supported by the
Broad Left, fought the election
as a ‘Stop Wright’ battle.
Wright’s politics were clearly
revealed in his professed desire
to do a deal with the non-TUC
Union of Democratic
Mineworkers. The result is a
devastating blow to his
machine, which is centred on
the appointed Regional
Secretaries. It is likely to stem

“the hard right for some time.

Right wing
manoeuvres
Manoeuvres by the right-

wing failed to swing the vote ~

even though some branches
were persuaded to spend huge

Preparing for
baftle on health
rarioning

By Harry Sloan

‘We have to accept that the
NHS cannot cope with

demands for health care ...
‘A realistic assessment of
the world as it is shows that
people with varicose veins
stay on the waiting list for ever
in London at the moment. Is it
ethical to promise them a ser-

a greater share of GNP than
Britain, it is not necessary to

have a waiting list: they have |

bridged the ‘bottomless pit’,

~and their economies have cer-

tainly not collapsed as a result!
Néw realism

Ms Hogg, however, is part of | &

a ‘new realist’ movement
among health academics. Her

sums, sending additional
propaganda for the Wright

‘campaign to members’ homes.

orris, on the other hand,
had the advantage of formal
support from the majority of
the union’s national officers.
His campaign was an effective

one, butthe key factor was rank
and file hostility to the EETPU-
;y\;)e business unionism that

right so clearlK represented.
But despite the importance

~ of Morris” victory, his record

leaves much to be desired. This
includes proposing to drop

union policy of fi.ghting

‘quality circles’ at the last

TGWU conference, as well
backing Ron Todd’s sell out of

the dockers. His first statement

following the election victory

concentrated on future co-
operation with Kinnock - hard-
ly an encouraging sign.
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Though the defeat|
oftherightiscertainly |
cause for celebration, ‘
Morris” policies will
now have to be

TGWU’s enormous
influence in the TUC
and Labour Party, the
politics of it’s General
Secretary are of im-
portance to all

workers.

No left swing

Morris’

TGWU to the left, but

rather leaves it more or less
where it has been forsometime
—aunion with a soft left leader-
ship, within the general
framework of new realism, but
which challnges new realist
projects on occasion.

fought. Given the| = %

victory | .
does not swing the Bill Morris

cialist |

UTLOOK

It does, however, provide
the potential for a stronger
development of the left in the
union. This would have been |
considerably more difficult
had George Wright won the |
election.
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vice which will never be

delivered? ...
‘The question isnot whether

Qe
AR
N
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article followed on the con-|¥ & L
troversial :decision of North Protestors target

hospital waiting lists: will Labour

---------

we ration services and choose
riorities in the health service,
ut who does it....’ |

Who is it spelling out this
version of the age-old right
wing claim that health care is a
‘bottomless pit’ which can
never be Eroperly resourced? Is
it Healt

- Waldegrave? A heartless NHS
manager?

No, it is the lead article in the
April issue of the Socialist
Health Association’s journal
Socialism and Health, written by
trendy ‘freelance health policy
researcher’ Christine Hogg.

Thatcherism

It shows how far the
nostrums of the Thatcherite
right have penetrated the outer
reaches ot the labour move-
ment. | -

Many SHA members will
have been unpleasantly
surprised by the article, after
sggnding years combatting the
‘bottomless pit” argument.

‘How many times have
socialists had to argue against
Tories and the right wing that
demand for health care is
measurable — and capable of
being met by increased resour-
ces? A finite number of people
suffer from a finite range of ail-
ments which require a
measurable amount of a
Fropriate treatment. The pro

em is not that demand is in-
finite, but the refusal of the Tory

government — and Labour

governments — to allocate the

necessary resources.
Most of Europe shows that

where health spending is given

the NHS.

Secretary William

East Thames Regional Health ‘priorities’?
NETBHA P

Authority (I
covers 3.3m people) that a list of
five ‘minor’ operations would
no longer be provided under

The

nouncement
of outrage.

NETRHA an-

rovoked a storm
ven the Guardian

which broke the news
editorialised in protest. The
threat of a two-tier health ser-
vice ~ with a  comprehensive
and up-to-date service avail-
able only to the wealthy, with a
skid row service for the rest of
us—was obviously beginning to
become a reality.

The message was clear: if you
live in NE Thames and suffer
from varicose veins, need wis-
dom teeth extracted, suffer
from ‘non-malignant” lumps,
want IVF fertility treatment or
need tattoos removed you
would have only two choices:
go private, or go without.

How did Ms Hogg respond?.

) (which

‘The North East Thames

RHA made an attempt to be

honest to the public, which is to

beadmired ... Thedebate about
riorities and rationing is at last
ecoming public.’

Her position starts out by ac-
cepting the inadequacy of the
NHS, accepting that rationing of
health care ‘must’ take place,
and winds up effectively echo-
ing the government’s own logic
in imposing arbitrary restric-
tions on health spending - to
the lowest of any advanced
economy. |

By making her ‘realistic
assessment’ that varicose vein
operations are not going to be
a\l:ailable on the NH%, shg is vir-
tually urging people who need
treatment to go private.

Trendy

By suggesting trendy, ’right-
on’ ways of public ‘consult-
ation”’ on which services should

be axed and which resourced

within a rationed budget, Ms

. Hogg dresses up cash limits in

new clothes—butalso opens the
door to some extremely un-
pleasant possibilities. .

Community and mental
health services enjoy little or no
positive publicor media profile,
and attract little of the active
support that has been so fre-
quently tapped by fundraising
charities in appeals for prema-
ture baby units, scanners and
cancer research.

There is no reason to believe

that in any public ‘debate’ on
rationing of health care, these
services will not again lose out.

A pildt rojed in Oregon, USA
along tﬁese lines, urging the
general publicto voteon health

riorities” produced some

giightening results.
Privatisation

For Socialism and Health to
allow itself to slideinto debates
on how best to ration health
care, rather than how to plan
the development of services to
meet demand, will offer com-
fort and delight only to the
theorists of the extreme right —-
whose real interests lie in

reducing the NHS toaskid row

supplement to a privatised

- American-style system.

What is more worrying is
that these concessions take

‘place even as the likelihood of

a Labour government in-
creases. Socialists could well
wind up fighting these argu-
ments for rationing under
Labour as some of us did in the
1970s. Already we can see Kin-
nock adamant that increased
public spending will come
only from economic growth,
while Shad ow Chancellor John
Smith insists there will be 'no
dash for growth’ once they
take office. -

Focal point

The NHS could well be an
early focal point of conflict be-
tween an expectant electorate
and the timid conservatism of
a Kinnock government.
~ Instead of cutting back the
aspirations of the labour move-
ment and restricting the debate

No. 4

to ways in which we share our
inadequate resources for
health care, the left must
elaborate and win support for
a comprehensive package of
demands to be made of a
Labour government.

.This should begin with a £6
billion cash injection to reverse
ten years of cuts and closures,
with the reopening of closed
wards and services in acute
hospitals and a major invest-
ment in community care ser-
vices for the elderly and people
with mental illness.

It should lead on to a
planned expansion and
democratisation of the NHS.
The 57 opted-out Trusts must
be disbanded and returned to
NHS management, GP fund-
holding should be scrapped
(with GPs given back the right
to refer patients to whichever
hospital they think best), and
William Waldegrave’s un-
elected, unrepresentative
health authorities abolished.

Elected authorities

As an interim measure
towards an elected structure to
plan and run all health ser-
vices, local councils should
take over responsibility for the
purchasing of health care.

The public commitment to
the NHS has been made un-
mistakeably clear in the last
few years: a fighting policy
outlined by the Labour move-
ment could turn this into elec-
toral defeat for the Tories and a
real rallying point for pressure
on a Kinnock government.
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