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Scrap the Child Support Act!

Tories pick on
single mothers

By Sam Inman
FROM 5 April one of the most re-
pressive laws in recent times, the
Child Support Act (CSA), comes
into effect.

Unlike the Poll Tax though, there is
no effective mass campaign againstit.
Yetthe affects some of the poorestand
most marginalised women in Britain.

The CSA aims to enforce mainten-
ance from absent fathers; women who
are judged to have refused to identify
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the father can have their Income Sup-
port cut.

To administrate the implementation
of the CSA, a brand new wing of the
DSS has been created - the Child
Support Agency. The Orwellian
powers which have been invested in
this agency are staggering.

If a single mother on Income Sup-
port refuses to co-operate and provide
information on the ‘absent father’, she
faces losing £8.80 aweek (20 per cent)
of benefit for the first six months, then
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£4.40 aweek for another year. Anyone
struggling on state benefits will know
what a colossal sum that really is.

The effect of this of course is force
many women who don't want further
contact with the ‘absent father' to
maintain it, whatever the cost in terms
of emotional damage or even physical
safety to the woman and her children.

Those who refuse to make this un-
wanted contact, will be compelled just
to lose money.

Tracking down ‘absent fathers’ will
not provide a single extra penny for
single parents, 95 per cent of whom
are women, but will go straight into
Treasury coffers.

The Actis is a direct attack on the
economic independence of women,
and thus their ultimate ability to make
choices about their lives.

in this the Act follows through the
anti-lesbian, anti-gay Section 28
(which forbade local authorities to‘pro-
mote pretended families’) and the anti-
lesbian aspects of the Human Fertili-
sation and Embryology Bill.

The state will now openly penalise
those who do not or will not fit the
mould. Those under immediate attack
from the CSA are those who always
have to struggle to survive: single par-
ents families (who are 42.4 per cent of
black families, 11.8 per cent of white);
working class single mothers who've
ditched violent and abusive men; les-
bian mothers; the kids who are being
scape-goated for every social problem
going.

Lesbian mothers face a double
bind. Those who conceived their child-
fen in a previous heterosexual rela-
tionship could face custody batties with
former partners, seeking ‘value for
money’ for the maintenance they are
now forced to pay.

And in some circumstances,
women who've conceived their child-
ren through donor insemination, will be
forced to identify the man, who'll be
treated as an ‘absent parent’.

Millions of single women in Britain
face a day-in, day-out battie to keep
their families afloat. Their families do
not ‘need’ fathers, they need the right
to be economically independent.

They need the right o live their lives
free of economic dependence on men,
and free of being forced into unwanted
contactwith former partners, and state
interference with their lives.

Single parents do not have their
own powerful union or campaigning
organisation - the left and the labour
movement must take up this fight.

UOWES Yep

Young people, parents and
trade unionists took part in a
recent demonstration against
Labour-controlled Leicester
city council’s attempts to close
down three adventure
playgrounds; Braunstone,
Saffron Lane and Highfields.
NUPE banners were especially

prominent.

The march, which took place
on March 13, was reportedly
the biggest (and definitely the
noisiest!) to take place in the
town for a long time.

Let’s get
Labour off
its knees!

By Kate Ahrens

JOHN SMITH is hoping to
regain the ‘moral high
ground’ with his speech on
returning to christian
values, Jack Straw is calling
for removal of Clause IV
from the Labour Party’s
constitution, and the only
argument the Labour front
bench can put against Tory
policies is that they thought
of them first.

As can be easily seen by the
moves to break the Labour-
union link, and the adoration
of Clinton’s Democrats, the
Labour leadership is politi-
cally running the partyinto the
ground, and the Labour left is
fragmented, weak and unable
to mounta serious fightback...

yet.

With the Socialist Cam-
paign Group's successful con-
ference in Leeds last June, the
left saw a new opportunity ap-
pear for united action in the
party. .
Already, new, local Socialist
Campaign Groups have been
set up around the country. In
Birmingham, for instance,
there is now a united group on
the Labour left for the firsttime
in years.

The recall conference, on
April 17th in Sheffield, will be
discussing the structure for the
Socialist Campaign Group
Supporters’ Network and de-
veloping ideas on united cam-
paiging work in a number of
areas.

The Network has the poten-
tial to build genuine united ac-
tionon theleftinside the Party.

As Socialist Outlook and
others have argued for many

years, the only way to fight
back against the rabid, right-
wing politics of the Labour
leadership, with all its associ-
ated attacks on democracy in
the Party, is for the left to fight
together against them.

It won't, of course, be all
plain sailing from now on!
Dramatically weakened by the
witch-hunt, and thedriftout of
the Party of many long-time
activists, the left has a long,
hard struggle to achieve any
confidence in its own abilities
to fight.

And years of division on the
left will notbe overcomeinone
conference. But the possibility
is there. Whether that potential
is turned into reality depends
on the effort of left activists.

The Socialist Campaign
Group of MPs has a vital role
to play in that process too.

Their support of the Net-
work can start to bridge the
gap between grass-roots activ-
ists in the constituencies and
the left in parliament, and the
authority of that support can
give an extra boost of con-
fidence to the left that it so
badly needs.

That has to mean a firm
committment to building the
Network with a democratic
decision-making structure,
and to united action in cam-

aigning.

P ggnf%onting the Labour
leadership’s hopeless rhetoric
on the pit closures dispute, or-
ganising around the public
sector pay freeze, fighting
against all job losses, and cam-
aigning against all witch-
ﬁunts in the Party - these
things can only serve to
strengthen the Labour left.
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Action now can break the logjam

Mobilise with the miners!

The appeal by the NUM executive to
other workers to join them in strike ac-
tion on 2 April could not be more timely.
Over the last few months a long battle
has taken place inside the Tory cabinet
over what concessions to make on pit
closures. All the signs are that the conces-
sions to the miners will be absolutely
minimal - a handful of pits from the
original 31 kept open.

In the present context of huge
attack on the public sector, of
wage freeze and mass redundan-
cy, itis vital that workers in other
areas join the miners on 2 April.

The political situation in Britain
is characterised by a deep con-
tradiction which only industrial
action can begin to shift. On the
one hand the economy is in deep
crisis, and the Tories are in deep
trouble over Maastricht and pit
closures. There are also signs,
with the London bus workers’
strikes, the Timex struggle and
the miners’ strike, that the in-
| dustrial mood is shifting.

But on the other hand, attacks
by the bosses and the Tories are
deepening all the time — they are
literally getting away with mur-
der.

As we report elsewhere, the
Child Support Act, a massive as-
sault on single mothers, is just
about to become law. Lamont’s
VAT ondomestic fuel bills next year is a classic
of taking it out on the poor and the aged.

More than 100,000 public sector workers,
especially in local government, will lose their
jobs in the next year. Over a vast range of
issues, from school exclusions, to teacher sack-
ings, to the destruction of the NHS and rail
privatisation, the Tory steamroller continues.

Sweeping changes in the class struggle

Despite Tory political turmoil, the level of
resistance, while rising, nowhere meets the
level of the attacks; never has such a weak and
rudderless government been able to get away
with so much.

What lies behind this situation is of course
the craven cowardice of the Labour and union
leaders, combined with theatmosphere of fear
which is generated by mass unemployment.
This is of the course a situation in which

fight the Tories is to hit them with ‘religious
values’.

But there are two new factors in the situa-
tion. Thereis at least one union leadership, the
NUM, which is prepared to fight and to give
a lead. That is an immense step forward. The
response to their ballot for strike action shows
the basic truth, that if you give a lead then you
get a response.

Then thereis the issue of the 1.5 per cent pay
freeze. Pay freezes are always
difficult to hold; historical ex-
perience shows that pay
norms are much easier to
combat than redundancy or
attacks on the welfare state.
The Fire Brigades Union ap-
pears willing to mount the

- first concerted challenge on
this front; they were the
union that defeated Labour’s
pay laws in 1977-78.

So union militants have to
prepare for a summer of dis-
content, starting with 2 April.
That is the key to halting the
Tory attacks in their tracks,
and of shifting the relation-
ship of forces inside the
labour movement asa whole. |

The Smith-Blair-Brown
agenda inside the Labour
Party is one whose logical
end-point is the destruction

bureaucratic inertia and obstructionism
thrive. Nothing is simpler for the union
bureaucrats than the tired old refrain ‘you
know you can’t get your members out, you
know they won't vote for action’.

This is reinforced by the stunning sleep-
walking philistinism of the Labour leadership;
it takes real buffoonery of almost genius
proportions for John Smith to think the way to

of the party as an expression
of working class politics. That
may be a far-off conclusion,
but the trend is there.

To generate a culture and dynamic of resis-
tance it is necessary that the activists take the
lead for action now. Time is short; but in every
sector of the working class movement, espe-
cially among public sector workers, the mes-
sage - that striking with the miners is the best
way to defend your own jobs and conditions
— has to be hammered home.

Get ready for

the new-look
Socialist Outlook

THIS COMING May Day,
exactly two years after the
launch of our paper as a
fortnightly, Socialist
Outlook is being
relaunched with a new
design and format. To
complete this revamp, we
are taking a short break -
our next issue will be out
on 28 April.

Why are we taking this
step? Since the Gulf War,

have always been the We want the paper to be
a newspaper-style campaigning voice of biggest critics of the politically sharper and to
Socialist Outlook has revolutionary marxism. weaknesses of the paper,  look better.
helped us to reach outto  Virtually alone onthe left ~ and that's just as it should  There is just one small
new forces and win we have championed be. Put bluntly, we think matter with which you can
greater influence in the united action to defeatthe  the format of the paperis  help us. We need to
labour movement and Tories, consistent getting stale, and thatwe  rapidly complete our
mass campaigns. Weare  internationalism and can do much better. relaunch fund.
proud of what we have support for the So we are buying new Send any donation you
achieved; with small movements of the computer equipment and can to: Socialist Outlook
resources, always much oppressed. design software, PO Box 1109 London N4
less than we needed, we The initiative for achange ~ revamping our equipment  2UU, cheques made
have managed to build the  has come from the and there will be some payable to ‘Computer

circulation of a

newspaper staff. The staff

staff changes.

Fund’.
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Timex women get wound up at scabs

5

Page 4

April, 1993

Stormclouds gather
over British Telecom

By a correspondent
OPERATION CRISP (Cus-
tomer Repair Service Im-
provement Programme) is
British Telecom’s (BT) acro-
nym for its total re-organisa-
tion of its Personal Com-
munication Division (PCD)
which deals with the local
network and residential cus-
tomers.

Proclaiming the need to beat
the fledgling but real competi-
tion from Cable TV and Mer-
cury, managing director Ian
Vallance, has declared BT to be
a “seven-day-a-week” com-
pany.

At present BT staff work 37.5
hours Monday-Friday between
7.15am and 6.15pm, with many
on nine-day fortnights or simi-
lar patterns. All other attendan-
cesattract overtime or shift pay-
ments.

BT wants to change all that.
They are proposing 7 day work-
ing from 6am till 10pm with
longer working days, flexible
working hours, “in return for”
fewer daily attendances (a four
day week?) and an unspecified
reduction int he working week
for all BT engineering staff.

Management clearly hopes
to divide PCD employees from
the rest. They want it im-
plemented by October. No ad-
ditional payments are on offer.
Unsurprisingly these proposals
have provoked uproar amongst
union members.

The National Communica-
tions Union’s (NCU) right wing
leadership, desperate as usual
to do a deal, has been thrown
into confusion.

They know that any agree-
ment now would spell certain
defeat in April’s NEC elections
and, less importantly for them,
a drubbing at Annual con-
ference in June.

&They are still manoeuvring
on the NEC, voting down the
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Broad Left’s proposition insist-
ing on ‘existing or improved’
benefits for voluntary weekend
working, in favour of ‘compen-
satory’ arrangements. Their
clear hope s to survive the elec-
tions, ignore conference and to
sign up afterwards.

The Broad Left is campaig-
ning for a complete rejection of
the deal, and for any attempt to
impose it to be met with indus-
trial action.

Shameful retreat

The new realist leadership
has had a shameful record over
the last year. They haveactively
encouraged members to go
under BT’s ‘Release 92" and ‘93’
voluntary redundancy schemes
under which 29,000 staff left last
year and 15,000 are due to leave
this year.

BT aims to reduce its staff
from its present 200,000 to
around 100,000 by 1997-8, ai-
ming to contract out much of
the work to companies like
Manpower (sic) UK.

The NCU’s membership has
fallen similarly. So, directly
against conference decisions, a

recognition deal has been
signed with Manpower UK to
recruit people doing jobs nor-
mally performed by direct la-
bour!

This year elections will there-
forebedecisive. The Broad Left,
which organises the entire
union left, has got the bit be-
tween its teeth. Even tradition-
ally right-wing branches, fed
up with the right-wing’s be-
trayals, have been nominating
Broad Left candidates.

The present balance is 23-12.
Prospects look good in the 23
engineering seats where many
of last year's runners up were
Broad Left candidates.

The 12 Clerical seats present
more problems, since these
have been traditionally control-
led by a small number of large
clerical branches in league with
the opportunist ex-Broad Left
Clerical leadership.

A Broad Left victory would
have the added significance of
being the first clear victory for
the left outside the NUM in the
unions for nearly a decade .
Whatever the outcome of the
elections, rough times lie ahead
for BT staff.

Building
bosses first
with pay
ceiling

By Bill Sutcliffe
Building and civil engineering
employers imposed a wage
freeze on 600,000 construction
workers last week, without even
waiting for the unions to submit
a pay claim. But the potential for
rank-and-file fightback is real,
UCATT activists believe.

Representatives of the Building
Employers Confederation and the
Federation of Civil Engineering
Contractors declared they were
‘unable to offer an improvement in
pay and conditions this year' be-
cause of the depth of the recession
in the industry.

An official joint statement from
UCATT, TGWU, GMB and FTAT
argued: ‘The employers' call for a
wage freeze is totally unaccept-
able. Construction workers under-
stand only too well the toll of clo-
sures and job losses inflicted by the
recession. But we expect a wage
increase to cover increases in the
cost of living.

‘Building workers have already
endured earnings cuts through the
widespread reduction in bonus pay,
while basic wage levels remain ap-
pallingly low. Alabourer's basicrate
amounts to only £7067 a year.

‘The construction unions will be
submitting a responsible wage
claim as normal and we would ex-
pect the employers fo negotiate in
good faith.’

Butsuchis the bifterness among
construction workers that activists
believe even the smallest upturn in
economic activity could trigger an
industrial action, despite the
leaderships’ ‘responsibility’. The
miners’ strike decision has signifi-
cantly boosted morale.

A UCATT member told Socialist
Outlook: ‘The national agreement
only exists on paper - it’'s really a
case of the going rate. On most
building sites now, the money is
very, very low.’ In London, brick-
layers can expect £45-48 a day be-
fore tax, and labourers £30-35:
The lowest is, well, how desperate
can you get?

Many activists in the Joint Sites
Committee, the rank-and-file
grouping that successfully or-
ganised unofficial stoppages at
several London sites last year, now
hold branch official posts in
UCATT, and are starting to reor-
ganise in derecognised sectors.

The latest push is in the exhibi-
tion industry, once a tight closed
shop, where the union has been all
but broken. Eighteen workers in the
sector re-established an exhibition
industry committee two weeks ago.

Ealing school teachers
lead angry cuts protest

By James Lee
OVER 1500 parents and pupils
joined striking teachers in a
march on Ealing town hall as
the Tory council met on March
9 to set the council tax for the
coming year.

They were protesting against
education cuts of £6m, and the loss
of over 150 teaching and non-
teaching jobs. While over 550 jobs
across the borough will be axed, it
is the schools budget which has

provoked the most intense resist-
ance. )

In a year when education in Ea-
ling faces massive reorganisation,
most schools will see the loss of
two or more teachers, and soating
class sizes.

Teachers fear they will not be
able to meet the statutory require-
ments of the national curriculum,
and there has even been talk of
part-time education for some pu-

ils.
P Parent governors meet on a

regular basis to plan their opposi-
tion, and some governing bodies
have already passed resolutions
condemning the cuts and redun-
dancies.

Thereis a desperate need to link
up with anti-cuts struggles in other
areas. Early March saw strikes
from National Union of Teachers
members in at least four London
boroughs. Yet calls for co-ordi-
nated action across the capital
were ignored by the national
leadership.
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Public sector workers fighting for jobs

'NUM calls for support on April 2 strike
“Power

workers,
public

\

sector, join the fight!”

Despite management
threats, and the
pressure to take
voluntary
redundancy, the
miners voted 6-4 for
the one-day strike on
2 April. BILLY PYE, a
member of the NUM
national executive
from Parkside
colliery, talked to
GLENN VORIS of St.
Helens’ Miners
Support Group about

the strike. ‘

“THE MASS anger which
has been apparent since the
pit closure announcement
has put an end to the myth
that people are not
prepared to fight.

Miners have shown that
where a positive lead is given,
you'll get a positive response.
The vote to strike was not un-
expected, but it was an out-
standing vote and a commit-
ment from our members to
battle against the closures. At
Parkside we got an outstand-
ing 78 per cent vote in favour
of strike action.

So the last NEC decided on
2 April as the strike day, and
we are getting positive feed-
back from the RMT about the
vote among railworkers for a
strike. In any case, even if they
don’t join us on 2 April, other
sections of workers will.

General call

The NUM has made a
general call to other trade
unionists to come out with us
on 2 April. The key sectors we
would like to see coming out
with usare the power workers'’
unions and public sector
unions; these are key not only
to defence of the miners, but
also to throwing back the
whole government offensive
against the unions.

The NUM s producing ana-
tional leaflet appealing to all
unionists to join us. After 2
April we'll have to see from the
reaction of the membership
and the government whatkind
of action is necessary as a fol-
low-up.

Flashback to 1974 strike ballot

Asfarastheminers’ support
groups are concerned, they
have been invaluable in
mobilising support and get-
ting our message across to
other workers.

Broaden fight

But now, my view is that
they can help further by
broadening out the struggle
and linking the job of saving
the pits to the attacks taking
place on the whole of the
public sector, services like
health and education, and
workers in a wide range of in-
dustries.

They need to continue this,
using rallies and demos, and of
course by supporting the
womens pit camps.

The women’s pit camps
have been a major influence on
lifting the morale of our mem-
bers. The camps are also a
visual reminder to us and to
British Coal that this struggle
is not just about miners’ jobs.
It's about our families, the fu-
ture of our children and the
quality of life in our com-
munities.

Every effort must be made
by all those who back the
NUM's fight to support the pit
camps in every way they can.
Already different trade union
branches, trades councils and
groups of unemployed
workers have visited the pit
camp at Parkside, and this has
been a trgmendous boost to the
women and the campaign

The pit camps are very
much the day-to-day focus of
our campaign; it is especially
useful to get other women
workers to come and give
them a boost.

I'm asocialistand havebeen
in the Labour Party for several
years. In the party there has

been a fundamental shift to the
right, orchestrated by people
like Kinnock, who portrayed it
as the only way to win power.

But if there’s one thing this
policy hasachieved, itis to put
in people’s minds that there’s
no real difference between the
two main parties; both seek to
replace policy and principle in
the pursuit of being in govern-
ment.

Socialism

The Labour Party need to
adopt and put forward a full
and open programme for
socialism based upon the
hopes and aspirations of the
working class as a whole.

And we need to make sure
that peoplein the Labour Party
learn from the mistakes of
1984-5, when the Labour
leadership didn’t support the
miners.

This means that the Labour
left has to get itself organised
to defend the trade union link;
it also has to fight for policies
which would defend Clause 4,

and scrap all anti-trade union
laws.

These things are the basis for
going further forward,
reintroeducing policies in
favour of public ownership,
and bringing back all those in-
dustries privatised by the
Tories into public ownership.

To get this left fightback, the
different currents of the left
have to co-operate among
themselves, forming groups
which support the Socialist
Campaign Group at con-
stituency level.

Since October the miners’
campaign has gathered pace;
I'm sure that we'll continue to
gather strength by linking up
with others under attack. But
the TUC leadership has no un-
derstanding of the situation

The problems of the work-
ing class will not be solved by
doing deals with the govern-
ment or the CBI. The only
weapon we have to force a
change is mass strike action.
It's through that we’ll show
that we won't accept any fur-
ther attacks on our class.”

By Alan Thornett

"THE MINERS have voted for

strike action and it looks as if
RMT members have followed
suit and may strike on the same
day.

¥hese decisions are a huge
boost to the campaign to save the
mining industry and thousands of
mining jobs.

They provide the best focus yet,
around which a wider movement
can be built in defence of the mi-
ners and towards a more gener-
alised fightback - which now
shows real signs of getting off the
ground.

The Torles remain split over the
pit closures, although all the indi-
cations are that those arguing for
the closure of the bulk of the 31 pits
are gaining the upper hand. The
White Paper the Torles are prepar-

Build solidarity
with the miners

generally.

Calling for support - Scargill

ing on the “future” of the mining
industry Is long overdue but could
be be published by the end of this
month.

We are moving towards a con-
frontation over the future of the
pits, the related jobs on rail and the
defence of the public sector more

It is these developments which
make the recall conference called
by the Socialist Movement Trades
Union Committee and the National
Miners support Network in Shet-
field on April 24th so important.
The decision to hold a recall con-
ference was taken at the first con-
terence on January 9th,

The conference will present a
new opportunity for the movement
more generally, the miners support
groups and the women in the pit
camps to assess the situation and
discuss the form that support
should now take and the next steps
for the movement.

The conference can also pro-
vide an important platform for
other unions in the public sector to
discuss the widening the struggle
and developing the fightback and
helping to unite the public sector.
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By Mick Woods

BORIS YELTSIN'S March 20 dec-
laration of presidential rule, and his
attemptto sackofficials opposedto
him, has its roots in the deep crisis
of the Russian economy.

The deadlock between Yeltsin and
the Congress of People’s Deputies is
over the proposals for a deepening
marketisation and privatisation of the
economy, without which further
Woestern economic aid will not be
forthcoming.

Key to Yeltsin's proposals is a law
on bankruptcies, which will allow
‘unprofitable’ enterprises fo go bust.
Until now, while the disruption of the
state planning system has thrown the
economy into chaos, nationalised
firms have been kept afloat by state

Musco

subsidies, which has resulted in rock-
eting inflation.

Yelisin’s proposals on the other
hand would turn chaos into fotal col-
lapse. A wave of bankruptcies would
put tens of millions on the dole.

Who is resisting Yeltsin in the Con-
gress of Deputies? Far from being
blinkered ‘Bolsheviks', his opponents
around Khasbulatov represent the
key layer of the bureaucracy - factory
managers, enterprise directors, the
economic hierarchy. these people are
tied to the nationalised industries, and
have no short-term future if the
nationalised sector is hung out to dry.

Jobs at stake

Doubtiess the sympathies of many
industrial workers is with these
people; despite collapsing living
standards, state credit is keeping the

vites protest at cigarette shortage

enterprises open, and keeping mil-
fions in work.

Yeltsin's alternative is to subject
enterprises to the full rigours of the
market, allowing the ‘unprofitable’ to
go to the wall, in the hope that this will
trigger a further $24 billion promised
by the West, and a transition to full-
scale capitalism. This scheme is wild,
in the end completely impossible.

To regenerate the Russian
economy on the basis of profitability,

judged atworld prices, means a huge -

capitalisation of the Russian
economy.

So far Russia has had just
promises from the West - further aid
is by no means guaranteed. Any at-
tempt to force these measures
through would reduce Russia to
penury and ‘third-world’ conditions.

Many comparisons are made be-
tween potential Western aid and the

Playing for high stakes in Rssia’s last chnce saloon
n y s ' |
Yeltsin’s

bid for
power §

Marshall Plan which poured billions of
dollars from the US into Europe after
the second world war. But that aid
came on the back of a growing boom
in world capitalism, not a growing col-
lapse.
Yeltsin's decision to resort to
presidential decree, and go for a
referendum, is a desperate gamble.
Whatever the result of the referen-
dum, the country will be remain in
political chaos with the army waiting in
the wings. Opposing Yelisin are not
just the economic eliie, butreactionary
Russian nationalist forces, of whom
the leading representative is Yeltsin's
‘deputy’ Rutskoi.

Evolution

The present struggle casts a spot-
lighton the evolution of Russia.and the
rest of the CIS since the collapse of
the USSR. Certainly Russiahas a pro-

- exist for a long time, but not forever.

_tion. The way is becoming clear for

capitalist government, but free market
capitalism has not been established.

The weight of the state enterprises
in the Russian economy is still ab-
solutely decisive; it is just that the col-
lapse of the bureaucratic command
system, which set goals and overall
plans, has made the functioning of the
statised system even more irrational
and chaotic.

Now there is a hybrid social sys-
tem, a system in limbo and collapse.
Such a state of affairs can continue to

Sooner or later there has to be a fun-
damental resolution of the conflict.
The independent workcrs’ move-
ment, and the Russian left, are today
far too weak toimpose asocialist solu-

dictatorial authoritarianism. A Yeltsin
victory in the referendum will only ac-
celerate that process.

French Socialist
Party crashes to
polls defeat

THE SWEEPING victory of
the right-wing in the 21
March French elections is a
huge indictment of the 12
years of government
dominated by the Socialist
Party (SP). For the central
issue in the campaign has
been the 3 million un-
employed; on this front Mit-
terrand has done no better
than the British Thatcherites.

While racism and the far
right have grown, Socialist
Party government has done
nothing to check the effects of

The
Revolutionary
Quality of
Malcolm X
By Steve Bloom

£1inc p&p

to: Socialist Outiook,
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N4 20U
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austerity and recession on the
working class.

At the same time, trade
unionism has rapidly declined
to around 5 per cent of the
workforce, and there is a low-
ebb of struggle.

The net effect has been bitter
disillusionment with official
politics and the whole tradi-
tional political class. This is
reflected in the vote for the two
ecologist currents, the Greens
and Generation Ecologie, and
the strong, but dedlining vote
for the fascist Front National.

The effects of the right wing
victory are yet to be seen.
‘Tough’ right-wing policies on
immigration and ‘law and
order’ are a certainty. But it is
not yet clear whether the right-
wing RPR (Gaullist) and UDF
parties will go for a full-scale
programme of privatisation.

Both RPR leader Chirac, and
UDF leader Giscard D’'Estaing
have their eyes on the presiden-
tial elections in two years time.
Whether they will risk rapid
change and confrontation
before that is an open question.

From 1986 to 1988 the right
wing controlled the national
Assembly, with prime minister
Chirac ‘co-habiting’ with
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Socialist president Mitterrand.
Very quickly there were huge
mobilisations of students,
hospital workers and others
against the government.

In opinion polls, alarge num-
ber of people voting for the
RPR-UDF alliance said they
didn’t expect much to change.
Even the two currents of
protest, the ecologists and the
FrontNational, havea tired and
worn-out look.

The French Greens are a far
cry from the radical wing of the
German Die Grunen. And the
leaders of Generation Ecologie
are largely opportunist
refugees from the Socialist
Party, hoping to cash in on
Green sentiment.

The fascist Front National is
being squeezed by the official
right-wing parties, which have
adopted much of Le Pen’s anti-

immigrant rhetoric.
During the 1980s Mitterrand
pushed through various

proportional representation
schemes with the deliberate
aim of boosting the FN, the bet-
ter to divide the right wing.
But for the moment, FN
resilience seems confined to its
bastions in the south, especially

- Architect
of failure:
President
Mitterand

in the Cote D’ Azure, the politi-
cally most backward part of the
country.

As we go to press it seems
unlikely that Le Pen will have
more than a couple of deputies
in the National Assembly.

On the left, there are signs
that the Communist Party
(PCF) has for the moment
stemmed its long decline. PCF
leader Marchais, while deeply
mired in his party’s traditional
nationalism, has distanced his
party from the SP government
to the left.

On the far left, major cam-
paigns were run by Lutte Ouv-
riere (Workers Struggle), and
by an alliance ‘A Gauche
Vraiment’ (Really to the left),
which included the LCR,
French section of the Fourth In-
ternational.

Central points of the LCR
campaign included the fight for
a 35-hour week with no loss of
pay,and for full equality for im-
migrant workers.

The Socialist Party came to
power in 1981 on basis of an
alliance with the Communists
in the Union of the Left, and
behind rhetoric of major social
change. Since then, the SP has
declined numerically, and all its
main leaders are looking
towards ‘centre-left’ alliances
with the right.

In the coming years the main
‘choice’ on offer’to French
workers will bebetween centre-
left and centre-right alliances.

A real anti-capitalist force for
socialism will need new forces
and new leaders. And that will
need new waves of struggle,
which are certain if the right
stays in power.







