INSIDE

Interview
MAY with Tony

DAY Benn

South Africa Page 7

Teachers
show the

to win

THE TORIES’ schools tests (SATS) are dead in the water — thanks
to the rank and file mobilisation and determination of teachers,
and despite the reluctance and obstruction of the leaders of the
teachers’ unions.

Mass meeting all over the country and a huge campaign spearheaded
by rank and file activists have forced the hands of leaders like the NUT’s
Doug McAvoy, who only two months ago was denouncing a boycott of the
tests as dangerous extremism.

Throttling SATS has dealt a major blow to Tory education reform plans.
This is a welcome victory. But millions of workers face a huge battle in
the coming months — against redundancies, against the 1.5 per cent pay
norm and the threat to ban strikes ip the public sector.

The teachers shows that solidarity, struggle and unity is the way to
win. That is what is needed to throw back the Tory attacks.




Combat 18
guarded
Irving

meetings

THE NAZI terror group
Combat 18 provided the se-
curity for two meetings last
year, at which historian
David Irving claimed
Hitler’s involvement in the
holocaust was a ‘myth’.

Combat 18, exposed last
week in a World in Action TV
programme, is responsible for
vicious attacks on anti-fascist
campaigners, bombings of left-
wing bookshops.and dozens of
death threats against left wing
campaigners.

The group produces a news-
letter called ‘Redwatch’ giving
the home names and addresses
of prominent left wing, Jewish
and black politicians, as well as
leftwingers.

Key leaders of the group in-
clude a knife-wielding hoodlum
called Charlie Sargent and vet-
eran Nazi Eddie Whicker, who
has strong personal links with
the loyalist paramilitary UDA.
Combat 18 is also linked to an
international paramilitary fas-
cist network organised from
North Carolina by USA Nazi
leader Harold Covington.

Combat 18 recruits from es-
tablished fascist groups like the
BNP, organising its paramili-
tary ‘soldiers’ on a secret cell
system. The emergence of this
group signals the emergdnce of
a new, and more violent phase
of fascist activity.
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BNP march

thwarted

200 FASCISTS were unable to march
from Victoria station to a rally in
Grosvenor Gardens in London on
Sunday to call for the hanging of IRA
‘terrorists’.

1500 anti fascists gathered at Grosvenor
Gardens to stop the BNP rally.

The police kept the BNP and the anti fas-
cists apart and redirected the fascists down
to their coaches at Vauxhall bridge for their
own safety.

The BNP attempt to call for tougher gov-
ernment action against the IRA and to capi-

talise on the weekend bombings in London
was a failure. Dominated by the SWP, the
ANL demonstration included a sizeable con-

tingent from the Militant.

But the call to stop the BNP rally was a
victory but by default. The organisation of
the counter demonstration was chaotic with

no proper stewarding.

In this situation the pathetic turn out by
the BNP meant success for the anti fascists
but this cannot be counted on and a well or-
ganised united anti fascist movement is

necessary to keep them off the streets.

Right wing minister behind crackdown

French cops kill black youth

Birmingha‘ni

Defend
Shane
Ward!

By Jack Starkey

A DEFENCE campaign has
started in Birmingham to support
Shane Ward, an Afro-Caribbean
youth charged with public order
offenses after a clash with BNP
fascists.

The case arises from a paper sale
and leafleting session by the 30 BNP
skinheads in Birmingham city centre
on 6 March. Some of the skinhead
openly wore swastikas; the sale was
only able to go ahead because of
strong police protection.

Shane Ward and a friend became
involved in a shouting match with the
BNP and were promptly arrested.
taken to Steelhouse Lane police sta-
tion they were threatened and racially
abused.

Spurious

On their release Shane’s friend was
prepared to accept a police caution;
Shane refused to be criminalised and
a spurious public order charge was
made against him.

Shane told Socialist Out-
look:*When I was arrested, police in
the van called me a dumb nigger. I
refused to sign a caution because it
would have meant admitting I was
wrong, despite the fact that three po-
licemen tried to pressurise me.’

West Midlands police have a noto-
rious record of brutal methods and
frame-ups; they have also systemati-
cally defended fascist activities, in-
cluding arresting Labour councillors
and community leaders in Droitwich
who tried to demonstrate against the
BNP.

Seventy people demonstrated when
Shane made his first court appearance;
another picket will be held outside the
next court hearing, 9.45am on 17 May
outside Birmingham’s Victoria law
courts.

For speakers and donations contact
the Shane Ward Defence Campaign c/o
339 Dudley Rd., Winson Green, Bir-
mingham B18 4HB.

FOLLOWING the appoint-
ment of arch right-winger
Charles Pasqua as Interior
Minister, three young immi-
grants have been killed by
police.

Pasqua was the minister who
ordered the repression of stu-
dents’ demonstrations in 1986
which ended with the murder of
Malik Qussekine by a special
corps under Pasqua’s direct
command.

A 17-year old Zairian was
shot in the head in a Paris police

station, a 17-year old Algerian
was shot by a drunken police-
man in Wattrelos and another
was killed in Chambery.

Wounded

A 15-year old was seriously
wounded after being shot in the
back by police in Cherbourg.
Police have organised massive
identity checks on immigrant
areas of Paris. In the wave of
repression several demonstra-
tions have also been attacked.

Seventy young immigrants
were arrested after a Paris gath-
ering; many were wounded, in-
cluding a young militant of the
Ligue Communiste Revolution-
naire, the French Trotskyist or-
ganisation, hospitalised after
police beat him up.

The killings and the repres-
sion against immigrants is the
immediate consequence of the
election of a right-wing govern-
ment dominated by the Gaullist
RPR and the centre-eight UDF.
During the election campaign

the RPR in particular tried to
outdo the fascist Front National
in the racism of its election
broadcasts.

Divided

The right is divided about
how far to go in implementing
privatisation policies and aus-
terity measures, given the presi-
dential elections in two years’
time. Its substitute for a coher-
ent policy will be a high profile
attack on immigrant workers
and youth.
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Emergency action needed

Defend
the pits

and the
right to strike

THE ONE-DAY strikes in the
mines and on the railways have
put class struggle back on the
agenda at a time when this was
desperately necessary.

This has been followed up by the
decision of the teachers’ unions to
take action over school tests.

The solidarity of the strikes and the
rising confidence and morale of those
involved put a generalised fightback
against Tory attacks back on the
agenda.

But the government threat to
ban strikes in the public sector
massively raises the stakes in the
current wave of union struggles.

RMT climbdown

The miners now face immense
problems; and the decision of the
RMT executive to re-bailot their
members on BR’s latest offer means
that further industrial action on the
railways, if it happens, could not start
until well into May. In effect the
RMT decision is a face-saving
climbdown.

If the current wave of industrial
action runs out of steam, the Tories
will find it much easier to impose the
new law, revealed by the NUT last

On the way out? Tory slimeball
Patten defeated by teachers

week, effectively banning public sec-
tor strikes.

Five months after the an-
nouncement of the pit closures, the
Tory rebels have predictably col-
lapsed, the energy White Paper is go-
ing through parliament and of course
the Labour front bench has mounted
no serious challenge to defend the
pits. Now the government has won in
parliament, the closure of the first 19
pits on the immediate hit list will

come rapidly; coal production there
will stop at the end of next week.

The developing fightback is cru-
cial for the public sector and the
whole trade union movement; but it
may be too slow to have an impact on
pit closures. And now the RMT lead-
ership have decided to re-ballot, the
chances of relaunching industrial ac-
tion on the railways are not high; we
can be sure that before the May 6
ballot, BR and the government will
bombard railworkers with threats and
anti-strike propaganda.

The Tories’ threat to ban industrial
action which prevents public sector
workers ‘carrying out their statutory
duties’ would be the most draconian
anti-union law in the Western world;
if it was made to stick it would be a
major and devastating defeat.

Abject

The ‘new realist’ union leaders are
paying the price for their abject fail-
ure to fight the anti-union laws. )

The struggle to defeat the proposed
public sector strike ban is now di-
rectly linked to the outcome of the
miners’ struggle, the fight against
compulsory redundancies onrail, and
the battle against the 1.5 per cent pay
norm.

Linking up the struggles: Scargill on RMT picket line

What action can therefore be pro-
posed which could realistically have
an impact on the situation? The
struggle against the 1.5 per cent pay
norm in the public sector must be
vigorously pursued.

The miners must develop a strat-
egy for the occupation of the fron-
tline pits to prevent their closure. The
actions by Ann Scargill and WAPC
has given a lead in this respect; but
so far this is only symbolic, protest
action.

Occupations

The occupation of the pits, com-
bined with a call for solidarity action
by other workers, would electrify the
situation and immediately cause a
national political crisis.

Such action may of course be dif-
ficult to win among workers worried
about losing redundancy payments.
But it is this kind of action which is
necessary to defeat the government.

The other imperative is solidar-
ity action organised by the TUC.
The demand for a national day of
strike action against pit closures
and anti-union laws must be raised
throughout the labour movement.

As promised: here’s your
new-style Socialist Outlook

THE SHORT break in the
publication of Socialist Out-
look has seen huge mobili-
sations of the black

masses in South Africa,

the marxist movement. It is
only usetful if a large number
of our readers have an active
relationship to the paper.

We want your letters, arti-
cles and ideas. Most of all we

the deepening crisis in Bos-
nia and important develop-
ments in the class struggle
in Brlta.ln. The neeq for a hu"dmg suppon for, the pa-
revolutionary marxist voice  per.
in the labour movement Our modest £2000 fund
has never been greater. drive to buy new computers
During our break we have has been oversubscribed by
refurbished our offices, more than 50 per cent, ena-
bought new computer equip- bling us to buy more software
ment, put in place new staff than we originally antici-
members and redesigned the pated. A warm ‘thank you’ to
paper. We algo held a very all the comrades who gener-
successful national school of ously gave us money - particu-
supporters on writing for, and larly the Nottingham comrade
who gave us £800.

Not all of the changes we
want have heen incorporated
into the first issue; there will
be mare in the next few is-
sues. But we hope our read-
ers like the new-style paper.
Having achieved it, however,
we cannot rest on our laurels.
Now is the time to get out and
win new readers and subscrib-
ers.

The new-style paperis a
weapon in the fight o build

need to win a larger audience
for the paper.

Every reader can play a
role in getting friends and no-
litical contacts to buy the pa-
per regularly or subscribe.

Last but not least is the
continued need for financial
support.-Producing a newspa-
per is expensive, and achiev-
ing our relaunch fund drive
does not mean that the need
for cotinued financial sup-
port is ended. If you like the
new paper - say it with cash.
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Women bear the brunt of public sector cuts and closures

Women defend Resurrecting
public services

By Gill Lee

HOW CAN women defend
public sector services and
jobs?

As attacks on education,
health and social services cut
thousands of women’s jobs in
Sweden, the home of capital-
ism’s ‘human face’, a feminist
party will stand at the next gen-
eral election.

Of 180,000 jobs facing the
axe 80 per cent are held by
women. Unemployment threat-
ens the gains women have made
in the last twenty years. The
term ‘housewife’ had become
almost obsolete.

Sweden’s women achieved
the world’s- highest level of
workplace equality. Female-
dominated jobs in childcare,
health care and teaching are
now most atrisk from cuts.

Women not only work in
these sectors, but are dispropor-
tionately dependent upon them
as users. Without social provi-
sion for the elderty infirm, the
sick and the young, responsibil-
ity is forced back onto women,
individually, in isolation, in the
home. Cuts in the public sector
mean attacks on women’s
rights.

While Swedish women have
responded to the attacks by or-
ganising together to force the
implications for women onto
the national political agenda,
women in Britain have been
much slower to organise around
cuts in the public sector as a
‘women’s issue’.

- Women for Socialism will
bring together a wide range of

women activists at a Saturday

22 May dayschool. Discussion
will focus on how public sector
cuts particularly affect women.

Health service cuts attack

health workers and reduce abor-

tion and contraception facilities

as well as care for the sick. Pub-
lic transport cuts threaten
women’s safety and inde-
pendence.

Privatisation creates part-
time, low wage jobs while in-
creased family responsibilities
have forced women to become
a flexible, cheap labour force.

While a women’s party isnot
the answer -in Britain or Swe-
den, the left must understand
what the cuts mean for women.
Struggles against Tory attacks
defend jobs, conditions and
trade union rights; but they also
defend a whole range of
women’s rights.

|
Right wing thugs threaten September retum

Abortion campaigners beat bigots

By Eileen Gersh
and Sarah Parker

AFTER an international
right-wing hit squad failed
to close down abortion clin-
ics in Britain, the National
Abortion Campaign (NAC)
is warning that the thugs
plan a major return attack
in September.

Organised by the US-based
Rescue America, the tri-na-
tional team were aided by po-
lice. When 30 pro-choige
activists gathered ouiside the
International Planned Parent-
hood Federation before an

anti-abortion raily, 18 were
quickly arrested while 20
rightists turned up and were
allowed to hold a press con-
ference.

Sixteen anti-abortionists
were able to form a barricade
inside and out of a Birming-
ham clinic while 70 people
were successfully mobilised
to keep the clinic open. Most
of the overseas contingent of
the hit squad has now left the
country.

Rescue America leader
Don Treshman was served
with a deportation order after
an attempted blockade at a
north-east London clinic.

lesbian and
gay politics

By Sam Inman

UP TO 200 activists from the
capital’s diverse lesbian and
gay communities will debate
radical strategies for libera-
tion at a May 15 conference,

_ organised by the London Les-

bian and Gay Rights Coali-
tion.

The success of the confer-
ence will send signals to the
communities and to both genu-
ine and spurious supporters in
the labour movement.

While Labour's leaders con-
tinue to privately proclaim their
abstract support for lesbian and

.gay rights, they backed the anti-

lesbian Child Support Act and
publicly urge the Tories to
witchunt healthworkers living
with HIV or AIDS.

Though most lesbians and
gay men vote Labour, this con-
tinued betrayal pushes many
away from politics and towards
apathy or a lifestyle of nightclub-
bing and casual sex.

"Queer Politics’ also come up
for debate at the conference. It's

three years since the direct ac-
tion group OutRage sprang up in
London, hot on the heels of the
US Queer Nation - now torn apart
by its own contradictions. The
same problem are eating away at
OutRage. ‘Queer’ hyper-activism

and clubbing-'til-you-drop both ~

create alienation and burn-out.

Lesbian and gay liberation
means smashing the material
and ideological prison of com-
pulsory heterosexuality. 1t can
only come about mass action
against their oppression by les-
bians and gays in their tens of
thousands. Self-selected pock-
ets of largely white, middle class
gay men can’t do it for us.

Oppression

Liberation necessitates un-
derstanding of, and commitment
fo, the fight against other op-
pressions in society.

If the Solidarity! Liberation
'93 conference can show that
there is a radical political alterna-
tive, based on the historical ex-
periences of mass struggles,
then radical politics will attract
more of those now disaffected.

In the U.S. these groups
have gone from pickets to fire-
bombings and killings. Last
year marked a record for vio-
lence against clinics.

Vandalism

There were 1,107 acts of
serious violence (bombing, ar-
son, chemical contamination,
invasion, vandalism, etc.)
costing nearly $50 miilion.
Operation Rescue carty guns
and recently killed a clinic
doctor.

Special camps train mem-
bers to read license piates,
follow people, harass them at
home, illegally enter schools

and leaflet children with pic-
tures of foetuses.

In Britain, NAC is preparing
now for their arrival and will
stage a public event shortly.
The pro-choice campaign is
setting up a telephone ‘tree’
in Londan to quickly mobilise
supporters to defend clinics.
Readers, especially those
who live near clinics (BPAS,
St. Ann’s Hospital N15;
Rosslyn Nursing Home, Twick-
enham; Marie Stopes Clinic,
Ealing; Raleigh Centre, Brix-
ton; Parkview, Ealing;
Leigham, SW16), can join the
‘tree’ by phoning NAG on
(071) 923 4976.

WAF warn:
Stop the
Bible
bashers!

By Sarah Parker

THE NEW wave of Chris-
tian fundamentalism came
under scrutiny at the recent
Women Against Fundamen-
talism (WAF) day school.
The discussions set out to as-
sess developments in funda-
mentalism across the world.
Niva Yuval Davis argued
that a new form of Euro-racism
is taking shape around Euro-
pean Christian morality and
‘Fortress Europe’ — the term
given to the new controls on
immigration and migrants in the
European Community.
“Without understanding this
new development of cultural ra-
cism the European left will not
be able to adequately pay its role
in the struggle against racism,”
she said.
Other participants empha-

sised the increasing importance

of Christianity as part of aracist
English identity that exists
through exclusion of, and dis-
dain for, outsiders.

WAF also discussed its pri-
orities for political campaign-
ing. Top of the list was to
continue publishing its journal.

Many women emphasised
how eagerly this is received, in-
cluding by women in other
countries. It was agreed that
monitoring fundamentalist
movements and spreading in-
formation was a vital part of the
group’s role.

WAF agreed that it must
campaign on domestic and in-
ternational issues — analysing
multiculturalism and anti-racist
strategies, supporting cam-
paigns against domestic vio-
lence, and for the
disestablishment of the Church
of England.

Contact WAF at BM Box
2706 London WC1 3XX, or
ring 081 571 9595.
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Local government pay '93

Bust the 1.5
per cent limit!

By Doug Thorpe
(vice chair
Islington NALGO)

The UNISON unions
(NALGO, NUPE and CO-
HSE) have put forward a lo-
cal government white collar
pay claim based on a 700
flat-rate increase for all
workers.

Predictably, this has been re-
jected by the employers, who
have offered a 1.5 per cent in-
crease in line with the govern-
ment’s public sector pay Limit.
Despite real obstacles, this
claim has the potential for build-
ing national action across all lo-
cal government unions.

But winning such action will
not be easy. With high unem-
ployment, job cuts remain
workers’ main concern, and
there will be a temptation to ac-
cept low pay in the hope hat this
will save jobs.

Nowhere has this been more
starkly illustrated that in Shef-
field council, where the work-
force voted to accept pay cuts in

order to avoid redundancies.

If public sector expenditure
cuts can be translated directly
into pay cuts and worsening
worker’s conditions, this will
suit not only the Tories but also
any labour councillors who
have qualms about redundan-
cies. In this sense the fight
against the pay limit is an essen-
tial component of the fight
against cuts and not counter-
posed to it.

The separate settlement dates
for manual and white collar
workers undermine the poten-
tial for maximising united ac-
tion. This must be overcome by
campaigning for acommon pro-
gramme of national action
across all unions, whatever the
settlement date.

UNISON is due to come into
existence on 1 July 1993 (quain-
tly called Vesting Day). By co-
incidence this is the settlement
date for local government white
collar pay. Let’s invest both the
date and the new union with
some real meaning by calling
for it to be a day of national
strike action, in unison, across
local government.

Compulsory redundancy dispute

RMT off the rails

Greg Tucker
(RMT Traincrew
National Secretary,
pers. cap.)
ONCE AGAIN the RMT
leadership has called off in-
dustrial action despite hav-
ing won a mandate from the
membership. This time,
however, they have done so

. despite also having won a

mandate from the RMT Gen-
eral Grades Committee (the
rail national executive).

Arcane

The GGC voted 12-7 for
strike action to take place on 27
April, only to have the vote
ruled out of order by RMT
President Don Loughlin, using
an arcane precedent no one
could remember that strike ac-
tion needed a two thirds major-
ity vote.

Instead of action the RMT is
to ballot again with the GGC
recommending non-acceptance
of BRs latest offer. While this
recommendation is to be wel-
comed many railworkers will
correctly interpret this as a re-
luctance to fight on the part of a
split RMT bureaucracy.

BR management aim to use
this wavering to encourage a
vote against action. Left activ-
ists will have to work harder to
win the ballot.

There can be no excuse for
the failure to call further action.
The first two days of action have

been rock solid. With feelings
running higher than they have
for many years the message was
the same throughout the country
— ‘no trains moving here’; fur-
ther action would have been just
as successful. BR’s offer gives
no guarantees going even half-
way to those required by the
RMT.

In a parallel development
ASLEF have settled their dis-
pute with BR. ASLEF members
have been left angry and con-
fused. They are entitled to ask
why they went on strike in the
first place as they have settled
for no more than a promise of
discussion at a new working
group — with the proviso that the
‘interests of customers’ must be
protected.

In effect they have come out
of a successful one day. stop-
page, where not one train
moved, with adeal which leaves
them worse off than when they
started.

RMT and ASLEF members
striking together on April 16
was a major step forward. But
even without the ASLEF the
RMT could have maintained its
action successfully. Now we are
facing a battle to convince the
RMT membership to vote for
further action. Whilst the mood
is still strong many members
will wonder if it is possible to
win with a leadership clearly di-
vided. On past performance this
seems unlikely. Which leaves
left activists ig the union to pick
up the gauntlet.

Smashing pay limit crucial to fighting council cuts

Teachers can stop
Tory school
wreckers

By Roy Leach,
Oxfordshire NUT
Secretary
(personal
capacity)

A GROWING willingness to
fight has developed among
teachers since the general
election. ‘

Demoralisation has been re-
placed with a militancy that can
take on both the Tories and the
new realist union leaders. Deci-
sions of the NUT Easter confer-
ence opened the way to
industrial action, and victories
in the courts mean that boycott-
ing tests for 14-year olds is now
a virtual certainty.

Leaders of the National Un-
ion of Teachers (NUT) came to
the union’s Easter conference
committed to ballot for a boy-
cott Standard Assessment Tests
of English classes. ANASUWT
(another teaching union) boy-
cott, and calls from science,
maths, technology and primary
teachers placed them under
pressure to go further.

Threatened with a major de-
feat as conference opened, the
Executive proposed extending
the bailot to a total boycott of
National Curriculum testing. To
avoid accusations of political
action, the result will be an-
nounced after the local govern-
ment election.

A boycott by the NUT,
NASUWT and the ATL (a non-
TUC union) will stop a central
part of the Tories education re-
forms, dealing a blow to stream-
ing and the reintroduction of
selective admission to certain
schools. Teachers and their un-
ions must now reopen debate
about the Curriculum’s content
and confront the growing radi-
cal right influence in education.

The size of defeat the teach-
ers can inflict on the govern-
ment is shown in the new
proposal to0 make illegal boy-
cotting tests or parts of the Na-
tional Curriculum. The

expensive failures of the Tory’s
Wandsworth stooges in the
courts reinforces their despera-
tion.

The conference also decided
to ballot over a boycott of ap-
praisal. The Executive motion

condemning the pay freeze and
Performance Related Pay (PRP)
put off action till next year.

Socialist Outlook supporter
Roy Leach seconded a narrowly
defeated amendment calling for
anational one-day public sector
strike. An amendment calling
for a total boycott was passed
despite a vitriolic attack from
the Executive, who ended up
opposing their own pay policy!
The amended motion calling for
total boycott was finally carried.
Already NUT branches com-
mitted to the boycott are build-
ing for a ‘yes’ vote.

The left also succeeded in
broadening the Union’s aims
and objectives to allow
branches to express collective
opinions on matters outside
education, allowing campaigns
like Fightthe AltonBill . The
Executive was heavily defeated
over their use of disciplinary
procedure to victimise left-wing
Treasurer Ian Murch.

The Tories are defensive
over education. Teachers have
to defend conference decisions
against the NUT leadership and
keep the Tories on the run.

-

ASLEF and RMT pickets encounter little resistance in Birmingham
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Where is the
solidarity
movement?

By David Coen

WELL BEFORE the propa-
ganda gift presented to the
Brits by the killing of two chil-
dren in Warrington, the soli-
darity movement was in its
worst state for many years.

‘Movement’ is indeed a gran-
diose term for what now exists.
Not since the Anti-Internment
League in the early 1970s has
there been anything like a mass
movement for British with-
drawal.

The 21st anniversary of
Bloody Sunday on 30 January
saw just 1500 mobilised. The
turnout from the left was poor,
despite a bigger than usual
counter-mobilisation by the fas-
cists.

Growth in the solidarity
movement has always followed
upsurges in the struggle in ire-
land, and the converse is also
true. The mass movementon the
streetsin Ireland during the Hun-
ger Strikes gave a spurt to the
changes in Labour Party policy
in 1984 and the advances of the
Labour Committee on lreland
during the 1980s.

Disappearing

Now the LCI hardly exists,
partly disappearing into the
tamed Labour Party Irish Soci-
ety; while Time To Go has long
since gone. Membership of the
Troops Out Movement is Stag-
nant or falling; while the smaller
Irish Freedom Movement/RCP

clings to the ‘franchise’ for the,

August demonstration and re-
fuses to co-operate with any-
thing not controlled by
themselves.

So what kind of solidarity
movement is possible today? A
mass movement like the US anti-
war movementis highly unlikely,
given the stage of the irish strug-
gle and the low body count.

It is unlikely that the British
will be forced out of Ireland until
the crisis of the British state,
which is progressing steadily,
produces the kind of political up-
heaval which dictates such an
outcome.

Withdrawal

That is not to say that a with-
drawal movement cannot be
built in the coming period. It will
require less sectarianism and a
correct-orientation to the labour
movement. For all its faults,
Time To Go’s work in the unions
showed what was possible.

But over the next period the
prospects for a troop withdrawal
movement will be good. The cur-
rent political initiatives in the Six
Counties will fail. Once they fade
away, the fundamental fact of the
situation, that the Brits cannot
impose a solution, will re-
emerge. Pressure for troops out
will rise again. Opinion polls

continually show a majority for

troops out.

freland remains a decisive
test for the far left in Britain. The
current difficulties in building a
solidarity movement should not
be an excuse for capitulating to
hysterical media campaigns, the
relays for imperialist pressure.

Labour movement must
back Bosnian refugees

By Steve Myers

‘NEVER AGAIN’ was the
powerful slogan made fa-
mous by the Jewish commu-
nity after the Holocaust. But
in 1993 Europe ethnic
slaughter and genocide is
back with a vengeance.

In less than two years a surge
of exireme nationalism, rabid
racism and fascism has ex-
ploded through east and west
Europe. And now, to add to the
carnage of ethnic cleansing by
Serbian forces, Bosnia is being
attacked from the south and
west as Croatian nationalist
HVO forces butcher Bosnian
Muslims in Vitez and surround-
ing villages.

So far the leaders of the La-
bour Party and trade unions
have done nothing to assist Bos-

nian refugees, nor challenge the
Tories” block on them coming
here.

Thatcher’s outburst doesn’t
challenge Major’s closing the
asylum doors. Her call for mili-
tary intervention is solely con-
nected with inter-imperialist
rivalry in the area.

No campaign

There is no independent
campaign on the issue from a
working class perspective. The
grass roots of the labour move-
ment must now build a cam-
paign that lines up with the
working class, the oppressed
and those facing genocide in the
region — and genuinely assists
refugees here.

By fighting to open the asy-
lum doors in Britain and joining
hands with others doing like-
wise in western Europe, we are
challenging the whole basis of
‘fortress Europe’, of racist

Europe, and building the fight-
back.

Red Aid for Bosnian Refu-
gees aims to fight for the open-
ing of the asylum doors for all
victims of ethnic cleansing; to
give material aid for refugees in
Britain, including housing,
jobs, clothing, welfare advice
etc; to forge links with left-
wing, trade union and workers’
organisations in ex-Yugosla-
via; and to support other cam-
paigns opposing racism,
deportations and fascism.

A national conference of Red
Aid for Bosnian Refugees will
be held on 6 June, during the
weekend of action for Bosnian
refugees. It is preceded by the 5
June demonstration in London
aimed at exposing the hypoc-
risy of the Tories and demand-
ing the admission of Bosnian
refugees into Britain.

For further details phone
081-694 9799

Party of Communist Refoundation will attend Paris conference

European Conference of Anti-Capitalist Left

Left challenge

to Euro-bosses

By Phil Hearse

THOUSANDS of left wing
militants will gather in Paris
on 12/13 June for a widely
supported conference aimed
at spurring the fightback
against unemployment, ra-
cism, austerity and the de-
struction of the environment.
An appeal signed by many
well-known leftwing leaders
argues that the Europe being
constructed through the
Maastricht treaty is a Europe
of the bankers and bosses.

The appeal states that Euro-
pean capitalism is going
through a long crisis with 15
million unemployed and 30
million, especially youth,
pushed into a ‘marginal’ exist-
ence.

Further: ‘The Maastricht
treaty, symbolised by monetary
union and an independent bank,

serves as an alibi for the dis-
mantling of social gains and the
welfare state. The Schengen
agreement aims to “preserve or-
der”, on a European scale.’

Warning of the dangers of
racism and fascism, the appeal
claims: ‘Against this bleak
background racism is spread-
ing, attempting to scapegoat im-
migrants for all these evils.
And, for the first time in 50
years, fascist and neo-fascist
groups are asserting themselves
at the ballot box and in the
streets.

The existing governments,
far from attempting to solve
these problems, only resort to
repression and attack demo-
cratic liberties.’

The conference aims to de-
bate alternatives to the bosses’
Europe and proposals for
Europe-wide action of the anti-
capitalist left.

Signatories to the conference

appeal so far include the leader-
ship of the Italian Party of Com-
munist Refoundation,
including Euro-MP Luciana
Castellina and long-time Com-
munist leader Cossuta; Tony
Benn; German PDS leader Gre-
gor Gysi; French communist
and socialist leaders including
Jean-Pierre Chevenement and
Charles Fiterman; and leading
figurers in the Spanish Workers
Commissions and from the left
of the German Greens. Emest
Mandel and Alain Krivine,
leaders of the Fourth Interna-
tional, have also signed.

The conference will be a
unique opportunity to meet and
discuss with left-wing socialists
from across the continent. It is
hoped that a substantial delega-
tion to the conference will be
built from Britain.

If you would like a copy of
the Appeal and further details
write to: European Confer-
ence, ¢/o PO Box 1109, Lon-
don N4 2UU.







