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Anti-racists lay seige
to BNP headquarters

Pete McDonald

SIX THOUSAND marchers
converged on the fascist
BNP headquarters in Well-
ing on Saturday May 8.

Numbers were increased and
the anger heightened by the re-
cent racist murder of Stephen
Lawrence and yet another in-
adequate response from the po-
lice. The march was led by
Stephen’s friends and school
banner.

The demonstration saw a big
involvement of the black com-
munity, with a large contingent
brought by Panther UK. The
Panther speaker at the rally
stated “We can not rely on the
police...we will defend our-
selves by any means neces-
sary.’

It had been at Panther UK’s
request that the march, cospon-

sored with Youth Against Ra-
cism in Europe, had been re-
routed to south east London.

When the march got to the
BNP HQ the police were able to
split it, leaving one section of
the march vulnerable to police
attack while others were kept
back by both police and stew-
ards.

Claims in the media that there
was a riot are far fetched but
police did scuffle with anumber
of demonstrators and one Sun-
day Telegraph reporter, who
they threw over some crash bar-
riers.

Seventeen people were in-
jured and only six arrested.

The march was a success,
taking anti-fascist politics to the
heart of what the BNP see as
their territory. The BNP were
simply overwhelmed by the
numbers that turned out and did
not even atiempt any counter
demonstration.

The possibilities for united
actions by all the groups, on the
same day are very clear. It is
becoming increasingly unac-
ceptable to many that there is
not more coordination and sup-
port for others’ initiatives.

The ANL demo on May 15 ~
again through Plumstead —
should be supported, as should
the ARA demonstration June 12
in Croydon.

Having three demonstrations
in south London in the space of
one month is certainly better
than there being none. But the
potential for building one large
demonstration supported by all
the campaigns and built on a
national basis is enormous.

If this could be done, then the
movement really could reclaim
the streets and show how impo-
tent the far right is against a
properly mobilised labour
movement and black commu-
nity.

.|
Justice for Esen Yilmaz

ON MARCH 10 Esen Yil-
maz, a 29-year old Turkish
woman, was found brutally
battered to death in her Stoke
Newington flat. She had
been dead for between four
and five weeks.

Esen came to this country 10
years ago following an arranged
marriage. Throughout the mar-
riage she was subject to vio-
lence and harassment from her
husband and his family. Eventu-
ally her husband threw her out,

along with her two year-old
child.

She stayed in a women’s ref-
uge for eight months. During
this period she was forced to
make her child a ward of court,
as she was frightened of her
daughter being abducted and
taken out of the country.

Esen was shunned by her
community as a divorced
woman, facing intense hostility
and being labelled a prostitute.
She was treated like an outcast
for having dared to speak out
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against the violence she suf-
fered from her husband and his
family.

Two weeks before her mur-
der Esen contacted Stoke new-
ington police station asking for
protection. They failed to pro-
tect her. Now the police are re-
fusing to launch a serious
investigation into her death.

The case raises important is-
sues about domestic violence,
the attitude of the police to
women and ethnic minorities
and the right of women to inde-
pendence whatever community
they come from.

The Justice for Esen Yilmaz

campaign is demanding a seri-
ous investigation of her death
and is campaigning inside the
Turkish-speaking community
against complicity with domes-
tic violence.

The campaign can be con-
tacted clo Justice for Women, 55
Rathcoole Gardens, London N8
9NE.

NIEVIED

Sinister new British group is
copying Hitler’'s methods

Rising threat
of fascist
violence

By Paul Clarke

THE RACIST murders over
the last 18 months of Rohit
Dugall, Rolan Adams and
Stephen Lawrence near the
BNP’s South London head-
quarters is no accident. Even
if these murders were not ac-
tually carried out by BNP
members, the atmosphere of
racist poison created by the
activities of the BNP and
other fascists is to blame. -

The fascists are stepping up
their terror and para-military or-
ganisation. There is a long his-
tory of a ‘twin track’ approach by
British fascism: open political
organisation combined clandes-
tine hard-core Nazi para-military
organisation. In the past, organ-
isations like Colin Jordan’s
Spearhead and the hard-core
Nazi Column 88 provided the
Nazi shock-troops.

Combat 18

Now this role is played by
Combat 18, which has been in-
vestigated in detail by the anti-
fascist magazine Searchlight.
Combat 18 — ‘18’ from the first
and eighth letters of the alpha-
bet, AH, those of their patron
saint who dies in a Berlin bunker
in 1945 — has substantial inter-
national connections.

Among those who helped set
it up was notorious US Nazi
Harold Covington, who support-
ers were implicated in 1979
Greensboro, Carolina, massacre
when eight anti-fascists were
shot by racists.
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Prompted by a constituent,
Leyton MP Harry Cohen asked a
parliamentary question about

why Covington was allowed into -

Britain. He was told by junior
Home Office minister Peter
Lloyd that Covington had a right
to be here, and that his presence
was not contrary to the public
good!

In fact Covington was helping
to organise Combat 18; his ad-
dress is used as a contact point
in the Combat 18 newsletter
‘Redwatch’, which publishes the
home addresses and telephone
numbers of left activists and
black politicians.

Combat 18 has been impli-
cated in arson attacks and sav-
age beatings of anti-fascists and
black people. It recruits freely
from the BNP, but also plans to

recruit from Nazi skinheads in .

the Blood and Honour Nazi rock-
band scene and among football
hooligans. ,

Combat 18 has its own lead-
ership and its own plans and in

no way are under the controt of -

BNP leader, veteran Nazi John
Tyndall. Combat 18 leaders in-
clude Charlie ‘Ginger Pig’ Sar-
gent who has convictions for
drug dealing and possessing of-
fensive weapons and Eddie
Whicker, a frequent visitor to
Northern Ireland to meet with
Loyalist UDA contacts.

The fascist street-fighters are
a tiny force of psychotic thugs.
But their racist propaganda and
secret organisation contribute to
the epidemic of racist attacks
and murders. Mobilising to de-
feat them is a crucial task for the
anti-fascist and anti-racist
movements.
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Major
floored:

but

Pigs will fly before they adopt a class struggle strategy

where is Labour?

JOHN MAJOR admitted his gov-
emment got a bloody nose in the
Newbury and county council elec-
tions. The Tories are still in crisis
over Maastricht, and their back-
benchers are in revolt over eco-
nomic recession.

Devaluation of the pound and his-
torically low interest rates have
brought only very limited signs of
€CONnOMIC recovery.

But Major’s embarrassment is lit-
tle comfort to the miners, who are
watching as the pits start to shut. De-
spite public outrage over the butchery
of their industry, the miners have be-
come victims of the do-nothing atti-
tude of Labour and the TUC. Neither
is Tory political turmoil much use to
the four million unemployed, or the
millions hit by welfare, health and
social security cuts.

The TUC has gone into hiberna-
tion and Labour is a total shambles.
What happened in Newbury says it
all. Peter Mandelson, Labour’s by-
election strategist, admitted his role
was to ‘maximise the anti-Tory vote’:

Book your place now

&

Labour as good as told its supporters
to vote for the Liberal Democrats.

Whatever the rhetoric of John
Smith and Margaret Beckett, there is
an underlying drive towards coali-
tionism and anti-Tory deals, espe-
cially at a local council level. And the
nett result is to boost the role of the
Liberal Democrats.

There is an inevitable logic in this.
Labour cannot stand immobile.

for European

There are two possible strategies —
either the road of class struggle and
defiance, backing industrial struggles
and mass campaigns, or alternatively
looking towards some form of de

facto alliance with the Liberal Demo-.

crats.

Flying pigs

There is as much chance of Labour
adopting a class struggle strategy as
there is of pigs flying. The conse-
quence is that, especially as the next
election approaches, the drive to-
wards an anti-Tory coalition is likely
to become unstoppable.

At a policy level of course there is
no major obstacle to coalitionism
with the Lib-Dems; on many issues
Labour is well to the right of the
Liberals. And this is having a devstat-
ing effect on the Labour Party itself.

Figures for Labour Party member-
ship are the lowest since the last war.
In Scotland local party membership
has just collapsed, to around 20,000
members, and of course a lot fewer
than that are in any way active.

The present Labour membership
and activism is a political selection;
thousands, maybe tens of thousands,
of left wingers have dropped away.
Most who join now do so on a right-
wing basis.

The Policy Forum has now effec-
tively replaced party conference as
the policy-making body. And while
the trade union link will not be de-
stroyed rapidly, the fundamental
threat of breaking it in the next few
years remains.

The struggle to defend the role of
the Labour Party as a party based on
the working class now devolves
wholly onto the terrain of the class
struggle itself. The Smiths, Blairs
and Browns and firmly in command
of the Labour Party, and the left is at
its lowest ebb since the Bevanites in
the 1950s.

The only effective means of or-
ganising the left now is to focus its
activities on uniting working class
struggles, pushing the fight of teach-
ers, miners, railworkers and others
are far as it will go.

SiueH @0{'

socialist conference! .

THOUSANDS of socialist ac-
tivists will meet in Paris on
June 1213 to debate the
economic crisis, unemploy-
ment, racism and the social-
ist response to Maastricht.

Backed by the 150,000-
strong Party of Communist Re-
foundation in Italy, the
conference has also attracted
support from leaders of the
Spanish Workers Commis-
sions, the German Greens, the
Spanish United Left and numer-
ous left-wing currents in
France.

Capitalism today is organ-
ised on an international basis,

and the bosses and right-wing
in Europe co-ordinate their ac-
tions as a matter of course. The
working class movement and
the left is way behind. The con-
ference is a step towards trying
to debate out a common ap-
proach to fighting for a Europe
which, as the conference ap-
peal says, breaks with the ‘des-
potism of profit’ towards a
‘democratic, free, self-manag-
ing society.’

The conference begins at
2pmon 12 Jyne at a conference
centre in St. Denis in the Paris
suburbs. Forums during the day
will discuss the fight against

unemployment, racism and
fascism, defence of the Euro-
pean ecology, the socialist at-
titude to Maastricht, women in
the EG and the crisis in eastern
Europe.

A major rally will start at
8pm, and be followed by an all-
night Euro-social.

Travel to the conierence
from Britain will be by coach,
leaving lunchtime Friday 11
June and returning Sunday

Junchtime. Friday evening will

be free for a night out in Paris.
The price of £50 waged, £40
unwaged includes travel, ac-

commodation and
entrance to the con-
ference.

But the number of
places available is limited, so
book your seat now! Send book-
ings to: European Conference,
PO Box 1109, London N4 2UU.
Makes cheques out to ‘T1 Re-
search’. :

Conference sponsors in-
clude: Luciana Castellina, PCR
member of the European par-
liament; Wifried Telkamper,

German Green mem-

o /D@ ber of the European

parliament; Tony

Benn; Armando Cos-
Sutta, president of the ltalian
PRC; Marcelino Camacho, Na-
tional Secretary of the Workers
Commissions, Spain; Fausto
Bertinotti, Confederal Secre-
tary of the CGIL union federa-
tion, italy; Ernest Mandel,
Fourth International; Alain
Krivine, LCR France; Julio An-
guita, United Left, Spain.
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Israeli soldiers flex their muscles at a refugee camp near Bethlehem

‘Ethnic cleansing’ in occupied territories

Zionists step up repression

By Roland Rance

AS THE Middle East peace
talks get underway again in
Washington discontent
among Palestinians at their
lack of progress is growing. It
is easy to see why.

The deportees remain in their
tents in no-man’s land while Is-
rael intensifies its military and
economic repression in the
1967-0Occupied Territories. This
is leading to growing support for
the militant left and for Islamic
fundamentalists.

No improvement

The victory of the Israeli La-
bour Party and the left Zionist
Meretz block in last June’s elec-
tion has not led, as some peace
activists hoped, to an improve-
mentin conditions for the Pales-
tinians. A report published in

February by Israeli human rights
group B'Tselem showed a 20 per
cent rise in Palestinian deaths
during the first six months of the
Rabin government.

Since the expulsions, over
100 Palestinians have been shot
dead by lIsraeli froops, whose
open-fire regulations were re-
cently relaxed.

Following an upsurge in Pai-
estinian attacks on Israelis — 15
were stabbed to death in sepa-
rate incidents during March -
the Isrageli government ordered a
total closure of the Occupied
Territories.

Palestinians are no longer al-
lowed to enter Israel, including
annexed East Jerusalem, for any
purpose (although lIsraelis, in-
cluding some 100,000 settlers,
are still permitted to cross in the
opposite direction).

As a result, about 120,000
Palestinians who had previously
worked in Israel have lost their

jobs, thus denying income to an
estimated 600,000 - about half
the population of the Occupied
Territories.

Palestinians are
no longer allowed
to enter Israel for
any purpose.

Collective punishments, in-
cluding the use of anti-tank rock-
ets to demolish the homes of
family members of suspected In-
tifada activists, have intensified.

The closure of the Occupied
Territories has also disrupted
their internal communications,
separating the north part of the
West Bank from the south, and
isolating the Gaza Strip from
both.

Access to hospitals in Israel,
and to the Palestinian Magassed
Hospital in Jerusalem, is denied

to the huge number of Palestin-
ian casualties (in April alone,
over 600 were wounded).

The Occupied Territories have
in effect been turned into a huge
internment camp.

The increasing repression
and the economic strangulation
of the Palestinian population,
combined with Israel’s insis-
tence on its right to carry out
further expulsions, lead many to
fear that Israel is bent on carry-
ing out the long-threatened
‘transfer’ of the Palestinians to
another Arab country, by stealth
if not by force.

According to Palestinian aca-
demic Dr Adel Samara, the peace
talks are merely about the re-or-
dering of capital in the Middle
East: ‘What we are witnessing is
the collaboration of all the capi-
talists of the region, including
Palestinians, at the expense of
the rights and interests of the
peoples of the region’.

While the economy drops dead...
Workers shake Germany!

By Chris Brooks

200,000 German workers
have been involved in pro-
tests defending jobs and
wages.

Engineering and electrical
employers have been trying to
rat ona March, 1991, agreement
to increase wages in eastern
Germany to the level of the west
by next year.

Stikes led by the steel and
engineering union have spread
to shipyards and to the #est of
the country. For workers in the
east, this is the first legal strike

action there since before
Hitler’s rise to power.

The German economy is in
big trouble. This year the econ-
omy has shrunk by one and a
half per cent, .investment has
fallen 80 per cent and figures for
official unemployment have
rocketed to nearly 2,980,000.
Bosses expect to keep more than
3,550,000 workers unemployed
next year.

Inflation

In the eastern half of the
country, reunited after the fall of
the Berlin wall, conditions are
worse. Inflation reached nearly
10 per cent over the year there,

in comparison to just four per
cent in the west of Germany.
In the east, where wages are
60 per cent of those in the west,
workers were promised a 26 per
cent pay rise this year. The
bosses’ attempt to not pay up
has been taken seriously by un-
ion leaders. IG Metall union
leader Franz Steinkhler said
‘We do noi want the employers
to break the tradition of collec-
tive wage bargaining in eastern
Germany, and then later, in
western Germany.’ Union lead-
ers have been pushed forward
under the pressure of a 86 per
cent vote for the current strike
of 38,000 IG Metall members.

The recession have hit Ger- .

man employers by surprise.
Where they have brought long
overdue investment into the
east, such as in the car industry,
they have been able to get
higher levels of productivity in
the west. Despite the longer
working week and fewer holi-
days in the east, productivity is
still low without this invest-
ment. Heavy industry in the east
is a third as productive as in the
west.

Working class action against
the bosses attacks has been
deepened by protests of 100,000
miners in early May and
200,000 workers on April 26.

World

War on ANC

On May 7 South Africa’s
‘Committee of Gener-
als’held a summit in Preto-
ria.

Those present, including the
retired head of the defence
force, Constand Viljoen, and the
former head of military intelli-
gence, Tienie Groenewald,
agreed to continue their drive to
unite the right wing and to
launch an  ‘Afrikaner
Volksfront’.

Attended by 10,000 white
farmers, the alliance threatened
war on the ANC if demands for
a separate Afrikaner ‘home-
land’ were not met.

Pol Pot comback?

Khmer Rouge guerillas are
poised for an all-out attack
on government controlled
towns in north-western
Cambodia.

They have already attacked
one town claiming the assault
to be a people’s revolution
‘against the Vietnamese ag-
gressors and their puppets’.

In the run up to the Cambo-
dian elections, scheduled for
May 23-28, the violence is in-
creasing. An attack on a UN
base in the southern Kom-
pong Speu region resulted in
the death of a Filipino police
officer and the wounding of
four Bulgarian peacekeepers
a Colombian police officer
and a Cambodian guard.

At least 13 civilians were
killed and dozens wounded
when a train was blown up on
Cambodia’s main railway line
and the guerillas then opened
fire. The Khmer Rouge claim
the elections are just a ploy
by the West to put the Viet-
namese in charge of the coun-
try and are refusing to abide
by the peace pact they signed
in October 1991.

New Rtalian party?

Italian Socialist party leader,
Giorgio Benvenuto, has
made an appeal for the crea-
tion of a new party with new
symbol.

In an attempt to distance him-
self and his party from the dis-
credited image associated with
years of abuse of power and in-
volvement in the corruption
scandals he said:

“The object is to form as soon
as possible — in other words be-
fore the next general elections —
a new socialist grouping within
a broad realignment of the left
which can present itself to run
the country.’

The appeal comes after a
wave of protest against the party
following the decision in parlia-
ment to block four requests by
Milan magistrates to have the
immunity of former leader Bet-
tino Craxi waived to face cor-
ruption charges.

Since the onset of the scan-
dal, the party has suffered a
steady loss of members from the
grass roots through to the top.
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Fire
fighters
prepare
action
on pay

THE ANNUAL conference of
the Fire Brigades Union in
Bridlington this week is set
to lay the basis for strike
action against Tory plans
to abolish the firefighters’
pay formula.

The conference will debate
a resolution for strike action
of among the union’s 48,000
members. If the strike goes
ahead it will be the most sig-
nificant challenge to date to
the government’s 1.5 per cent
pay formula for the public sec-
for.

The pay formula was
agreed after the 1977-78 fire-
fighters’ strike and pegged
their pay to that of skilled in-
dustrial workers.

it-in

ISLINGTON Nursery work-
ers and parents went into occu-
pation of two centres threatened
with closure by Islington Coun-
cil on May 6th.

The workers received three
months redundancy notices ear-
lier in the week while the par-
ents have not been formally told
that this vital service is soon to
be withdrawn by ‘caring’ Is-
lington Council.

Since the occupation started,
workers in one of the centres
have received intimidating let-
ters from management, which
accuse them of illegal trespass.
They are also threatening to
charge them for any costs in-
curred during the occupation —
presumably such as providing
food for the children still attend-
ing the nursery on a daily basis.
@ Messages of support to
Harvist Nursery, Hornsey
Rd, London N7, phone 071
609 0319 Or 071 354 4570
B Demonstrate in support
of the occupation Thursday
May 13th 12.30pm,
Education Office, Laycock
St, N1

Polish workers in
mass walkout

HUNDREDS of thousands
of Polish public sector
workers walked out on
strike on Monday, 10 May.

The strikes, called by the
Solidarity NPZZ union, are in
protest at the low wages and
high cost of living imposed by
the government’s pro-capital-
ist economic reforms.

Mobilise for May 15 & 17

Build Timex protests

By Chris Brooks

THE TIMEX strike is reach-
ing a new and decisive stage.
In the last fortnight thou-
sands of people marched in
Dundee against the redun-
dancies of 343 employees by
the US-owned firm.

While the strike has captured
the imagination of many work-
ing people, employers and un-
ion leaders are gearing up to try
and end both the dispute and the

new-found confidence it has
given to people.

Addressing the House of
Commons employment com-
mittee, which is considering
further anti-union laws in the
light of the Timex dispute,
AEEU engineers union leader
Bill Jordan failed to call for the
workers to be reinstated.

Instead he called for the dis-
pute to do to the Arbitration
service, ACAS. The AEEU
have cut support for the strike.
They oppose boycotts of Timex
£00ds, the mass pickets and any

appeals for solidarity strikes.

At the same time, Timex’s
boss John Dryfe is arranging
talks with the union heads be-
hind the backs of the strikers.

His British flunky Peter Hall
has refuses to negotiate until the
ninety day redundancy notices
expire this Monday. At the same
time Hall asked the Commons
committee to make mass pickets
illegal and to allow managers to
rip up employment contracts at
will.

Supporters of the strike from
around the country are coming

to Dundee for two major shows
of support for the strike. A Sat-
urday May 15 demonstration
called by the AEEU has been
supported by the Scottish TUC.

On Monday May 17, the day
redundancy notices expire,
shop stewards have called for a
mass picket at 7am. Supported
by miners’ leader Arthur Scar-
gill and many labour movement
organisations, the picket will
help block any deal between the
AEEU and Timex that sells the
strikers short.

Sacked Yorks miners
keep occupied

TWO SACKED Yorkshire
miners occupied Littleton
pit near Cannock, in Staf-
fordshire on May 7 in pro-
test at the pit closure
programme.

Although itself not threat-
ened with closure, Littleton has
played a leading role in miners’
resistance.

NUM president Arthur Scar-
gill applauded the occupation.
‘The only people committing
an offence are members of the
Tory government seeking to de-
stroy Britain’s coal mines and
a source of cheap energy for
the British people’ he said.

A spokesperson for the ex-
miners said they intended to
stay underground for an ‘indefi-
nite period’.

At the same time, seven
women set up a camp outside
Tory Party headquarters in
Smith Square. The police per-
suaded them to move to Parlia-
ment Gardens near the
Thames. Women Against Pit
Closures said more women
were expected to join the
camp. Their aim was to high-

light the government’s ‘callous
attitude to miners and their
communities’.

One woman said, ‘The To-
ries think they can forget about
the miners. We are here to re-
mind them that they cannot.’

‘We have tried petitions, we
have tried marching, we have
been through the courts and
none of it has done any good .
But we will not go away and
we hope this will be effective.
We know we have got the back-
ing of the public. We aim to be
here for a very long time’ said
another.

High court
wrangles fail
to save pits

BRITISH Coal is returning
to the High Court on May 20
to secure an order for imme-
diate closure of all ten pits
under threat.

NUM lawyers have been told
by BC that they are applying for
an order that closure does not
now breach last December’s
judgement.

Lord Justice Glidewell had
ruled that the selection was ‘ir-
rational and illegal’ and that a
review procedure for each indi-
vidual pit, including inde-
pendent scrutiny, must agreed
with the unions before any pit
could close.

BC are arguing they have ful-
filled these requirements — a
view strongly rejected by the
NUM and NACODS. BC are
offering to call off the High
Court hearing if the unions ac-
cept closure does not breach the
original ruling.

Ken Capstick, vice-president
of Yorkshire NUM described
BC'’s tactics as ‘utterly deplor-
able’. He said that given the
‘compelling case for coal’, it
could only reflect “political vin-
dictiveness against the miners
and a continuing determination
to destroy the NUM’.

Miners still refusing toaccept
redundancy are concentrated at
Trentham, Staffordshire, Park-
side, Lancashire, Bettws and
Taff Merthyr, Wales and Vane
Tempest in the North-East.

Amongst miners who have
taken redundancy and those
who have hung on, there is
widespread feeling the that they
have been let down by the TUC
and Labour party leadership.

The only miner left on BC’s
books at Markham Main, Andy
Butler, said that Labour and
TUC leaders had run away from
a chance to beat the govern-
ment.

PLBIMA MBIDUY
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Mark Saimon

Why is the world
failing to combat the
AIDS crisis? Why are
the industrialised
nations decreasing
the resources
commited to fighting
the HIV virus?
Professor JONATHAN
MANN, director of the
International AIDS
Centre at Harvard
School of Public
Health, gave some
answers in a recent
talk on the Global
Effects of AIDS in
Sydney, Australia.
This is an abridged
version.

Patten — bigoted Tory

THIS IS a critical time in the
history of our global con-
frontation with AIDS. To-
day, faced with an
expanding pandemic, we can
see the limits of our current
national and global re-
sponse. The course of this
pandemic is not yet being in-
fluenced in any substantial
manner by our current ef-
forts.

In 1980 approximately
100,000 people were HIV posi-
tive; during the 1980s this in-
creased 100-fold; today over 15
million people, including over
13 million adults and over one
million children are HIV posi-
tive.

Of the 13 miilion adults,
nearly nine million are in Af-
rica, over one million in North
America and Latin America,
from one to two million in Asia
and over 500,000 in Europe.
Over seven million are men and
over five million are women,
and the ratio of men to women
has been steadily increasing.

Why capitalism
hasn’t cured AIDS

The pandemic remains
highly dynamic and volatile.

Projections into the future
are only estimates. the Global
AIDS Policy Coalition projects
that nearly 20 million people
will be HIV positive by 1995,
and that by the year 2000 be-
tween 40 million and 110 mil-
lion adults, in addition to at least
10 million children will be HIV
positive

Yet analysis of the pandemic
alone is not enough — for our
individual and collective re-
sponse is the determining factor
in this global epidemic. Be-
tween, 1986-90, we witmessed
an extraordinary period of
global mobilisation.

Yet since 1990, the world has
entered a new phase in the con-
frontation against AIDS: a pe-
riod in which the response has
stalled and is falling danger-
ously behind the pace of the
pandemic. Our analysis has re-
vealed the depth of global ineg-
uity in prevention and care.

Of the $1.5 billion spent on
prevention in 1991 only 6 per
cent was for the developing

{0
“|t has become clear that to work against AIDS

is to become, to some extent, a revolutionary”
e

world ~ which has over 80 per
cent of people who are HIV
positive. Last year, about $2.70
was spent per person in the US,
compared with only seven cents
in sub-Saharan Africa and only
three cents per person in Latin
America.

Similarly for care: about 90
per cent of the world’s spending
was for the approximately 25
per cent of the world’s people
with AIDS in North America
and Europe.

There is also a failure of stra-
tegic thinking.

There is a growing prefer-
ence for industrialised nations
to turn away from co-ordinated
efforts and to work bilaterally
with chosen “popular’ develop-
ing countries. Many successful
‘pilot projects’ have not been
amplified and turned into large
scale prevention programmes.

AIDS will require that we
deal with the key underlying
pre-existing issues which fuel
the spread of HIV. An analysis
of AIDS epidemiology and the
global response shows that the
pandemic flourishes by exploit-
ing societal weaknesses, espe-
cially inequality and injustice
and its result discrimination.

Discrimination is the central
social lesion which underlies
AIDS and ill-health worldwide.

Women'’s status

The role and status of women
worldwide is fundamental to
HIV prevention. Women can-
not say ‘no’ to unwanted or un-
protected sexual intercourse
unless they have the economic
and social power to say ‘no’.
Therefore reforms of laws gov-
erning property distribution and
divorce may be much more im-
portant than increasing the dis-
tribution of brochures or
condoms. This inequality of
power between men and women
is relevant as much in Western
societies as it is in the develop-
ing world.

An analysis of the relation-
ship between gender and AIDS
— and a broader look at gender
and health — including maternal
mortality, sexual violence,
sexually transmitted diseases
and failures of family planning
— shows clearly that male domi-

nated societies are a threat to
public health.

Social discrimination creates
and amplifies vulnerability to
the spread of HIV. We can see
that individual, national and
global vulnerability to further
HIV spread is really a micro-
cosm of vulnerability to ill-
health, disability and premature
death.

What then is to be done?

We must launch an assaulton
the basic problems. This means
we must confront the many
forms of discrimination —based
on gender, race, religion, na-
tional origin, sexual preference
or social class — which makes
societies vulnerable to further
spread of the pandemic. This is
not the basis of a strategy for
AIDS; it is a strategy for health
— community, national and
global. ’

People in all countries are
deeply concerned about their
health. Yet why is it that heaith
has not become a central defin-
ing principle of local, national
and global purpose?

Paradoxically, we health
workers have contributed to this
problem. We have generally
been silent or well behaved. We
have accustomed ourselves to
playing a secondary, reactive
and minor role in community,
national and global life. We
have trained ourselves to expect
and accept a second-class politi-
cal attention for health con-
cems.

The second class political at-
tention given to health aspira-
tions is not limited to AIDS.
This is not a problem we car
simply allow ourselves to blame
on others, on the so-called deci-
sion makers or on politicians.
We must now help to give a
voice to the basic desires of peo-
ple for better health.

It has become clear that t0
work against AIDS is to be-
come, t0 some extent, arevolu-
tionary. Because in order to
achieve the goals of our work it
will require change in our socie-
ties.

Thus, our global AIDS strat-
egy is about more than AIDS -
it is part of a more fundamental
struggle. This is not a modest
aspiration — but please, why
should we be modest?

Fight Patten’s new sex diktats

By Sam Inman

FIVE YEARS on from the
introduction of the repres-
sive Section 28 of the Local
Government Act, Education
Secretary John Patten has
sent out revised draft guide-
lines on teaching lesbian and
gay issues.

Lesbian and gay activists,
and the teaching unions NUT
and NAS/UWT have con-
demned the new attack.

Clause 25 of the revised draft
is virtually identical to the ho-
mophobic original: ‘There is no
place in any school...for teach-

ing which advocates homosex-
ual behaviour, which presents it
as the norm, or which encour-
ages homosexual experimenta-
tion by pupils...".

Showing the complete inepti-
tude of the present Tory cabinet,
these guidelines contradict oth-
ers issued by the Department of
Health in relation to the
Childrens’ Act 1988.

‘Sympathy’

On sex education these state
‘The needs and concerns of gay
young men and women
must...be recognised and ap-
proached sympathetically’.

Patten seems intent on a mas-
sive fight over right-wing edu-

cational policy. Bigoted ideas of
bourgeois heterosexual moral-
ity are a central part of Tory
educational theory and practice.
Teachers, parents and school
students must reject this as
forcefully as the Tory school
tests.

Thousands of young lesbians
and gay men are totally isolated,
thousands of lesbian and gay
teachers are forced to live their
lives in the closet and many les-
bian and gay parents and their
children face isolation, bigotry
and homophobic violence in
their communities and in the
playground.

A positive approach to les-
bian and gay sexuality can start

to challenge the dogma of com-
pulsory heterosexuality. Lesbi-
ans and gay men must fight for
the labour movement to take
their issues as seriously as re-
dundancies, privatisation and
pit-closures.

If the new guidelines are not -
scrapped then teachers and local
authorities should refuse to im-
plement them. Socialists should
get labour movement backing
for lesbian and gay opposition
to the ban on teaching about
their sexualities.

Further information from:
Labour Campaign for Lesbian
and Gay Rights, PO Box 306,
London, N5.




SOCIALIST OUTLOOK No. 42 May 15 1993. Page 7

Million
march
for
Lesbian
and Gay
rights

By Tina Beacock

APRIL 25 saw the largest
march for lesbian and gay
rights in history, with one
million on the sireets of
Washington DC.

The march included hundreds
of leshian and gay organizations
as well as the National Organisa-
tion of Women, the National Asso-
ciation for the Advancement of
Coioured People and church
groups. Ten international unions
endorsed the march.

Aiong with an affirmation of
leshian and gay pride, demands
for equal rights, an end to dis-
crimination and anti-gay laws, ac-
tion on the AIDS crisis and for
lifting the ban on lesbians and
gay men in the military were
prominent.

March organizers made a push
to focus on the demand to lift the
military ban. Not all supported
this demand. Some placards
stated, ‘Don’t ban gays, ban the
military!’

Several gay Democratic Party
politicians spoke. But some
speakers who had supported Clin-
ton in the election expressed frus-
tration at his administration’s
inaction on AIDS and on human
rights. When Clinton’s statement
was read out the crowd chanted:
‘Shame, shame!” and ‘Where is
he?’.

Several marchers carried signs
depicting Clinton as Pinocchio.
Signs read ‘Played for a fool
again - put up or shut up’. Contin-
ued stalling by Clinton and Con-
gress can only increase this
disillusionment.

o
Women and
the Public

Sector

Day School: Uniting
workers and users

Saturday May 22 ,10.30 -
4.30, Wesley House, Wild
Courth, London WC1

SPEAKERS include
@ Betty Hunter (Socialist
Teachers’ Alliance), ®
Debbie Whitfield ( Is-
lington NALGO) @ Sue
Lister (Primary Health
Care Worker) @ Women
Against Pit Closures

£10 (delegate) £6 (high-
waged) £4 (low-waged) £2 (un-
waged)

Further details from:
Women for Socialism, c/o 2
Solway Road, London N22
5BX

Terror tactics of US
anti-abortion bigots

IN OUR LAST issue
we reported that the
National Abortion
Campaign (NAC) is
preparing for the
return of US
anti-abortion thugs in
September. Here US
Marxist EVELYN
SELL details the
terrorist tactics of US
anti-abortionists.

ON MARCH 10 Dr David
Gunn, a doctor working at
abortion clinics in Florida,
was murdered by anti-abor-
tionist Michael Griffin. His
last words to Dr Gunn as he
fired three shots into his
back were ‘Don’t kill any
more babies’.

Randall Terry, head of Op-
eration Rescue (OR), an-
nounced in October 1991, that
doctors are ‘the weakest link’
in the abortion process. He
said, ‘We are going to shame
them, humiliate them, embar-
rass them, disgrace them and
expose them’.

Targeting doctors was an
outgrowth of OR’s assaults on
women’s health clinics. Coun-
tered by consistent, well organ-
ised defence actions OR and
other abortion opponents de-
liberately began to focus on
doctors.

Violent tactics by anti-abor-
tionists have escalated in the
last nine years. Doctors are
pom?ed as ‘killers’ and ‘mur-
derers'. ‘Let this nation know
the laws of the Supreme Being
take precedence over the laws

of the Supreme Court’, a pro-
life newsletter stated.

Doctors photos are printed
on flyers and posters proclaim-
ing,“WANTED! For killing
unborn babies’.

Fire-bombs

Shots have been fired
through clinic windows and
across the US clinics have been
firebombed. John Burt, Florida
Director of Rescue America
(RA) said, “What’s more im-
portant — bricks and mortar or
babies lives? I would say ba-
bies lives’.

A doctor who continued to
work at Melbourne clinic in
Florida after four colleagues
had been pressurised into re-
signing received the following
treatment from anti-abortion
group Operation Goliath (OG).

His tyres were punctured,
barbecue sauce poured over his
car, his partners car windows
smashed, his 80 year-oid
mother ’phoned and told her
son was a murderer, his house
picketed and his address and
’phone number and those of his
partner and his mother publish-
ed on a wanted poster which
offered $1,000 reward for
more information.

Beautiful

Two weeks before Dr
Gunn’s assassination OR’s
Randall Terry proclaimed, ‘In-
tolerance is a beautiful thing.
We’re going to make their lives
aliving hell.’

The Melbourne clinic cam-
paign was used as a training
ground — after 12 weeks ‘edu-
cation’ leading activists were
instructed to disperse round the
US to organize similar activi-
ties. Two anti-abortionists told
reporters that they sold their
Las Vegas home to travel

round the country as ‘Christian
missionaries to the pre-born’.

They said, “We think child
killers are the same as mass
murderers. We don’t believe
they should be permitted to
lead a normal, peaceful life like
other Americans’. Bruce Cadle
of OG explained, ‘If there are
no doctors, there’s no indus-

The murder of Dr Gunn
demonstrated what ‘no doc-
tors’ could mean. He was fea-
tured on ‘wanted’ posters.

For the past six years he had
rravelled each week to four
clinics where other doctors
were unwilling to work. He re-
ceived numerous death threats
which became more vicious
shortly before his murder.

After the murder, Joseph
Foreman, founder of Mission-
aries to the Pre-Bomn said Dr
Gunn, ‘was a mass murderer.
He was preparing to kill five to

ten babies. I’m genuinely
happy these lives are spared’.

John Burt of RA pro-
claimed, ‘I think all life is sa-
cred. Dr Gunn and his killer are
both victims of abortion. We
don’t condone this but we have
to remember that Dr Gunn has
killed thousands and thousands
of babies’.

Hearing of Dr Gunn’s death
anti-abortionists outside the
Melbourne clinic shouted glee-
fully ‘Praise God! Praise God!
One of the baby killersis dead’.
Within days they were back
outside the clinic.

NAC is preparing now for
the return of the anti-abor-
tion terrorists in September .
Readers in London can join
their telephone ‘tree’ to mo-
bilise supporters to defend
the clinics by phoning NAC
on (071) 923 4976.

Portrait of a

‘pro-life’

thug

A PRIME example of a ‘pro-life’ thug is Rescue America’s
regional director, the Rev. John Burt, who is a lay minister

to the murderer.

Burt was leading the anti-abortion demonstration at the Pensa-
cola Women’s Medical Services clinic at the time Dr Gunn was
killed. Burt was one of several anti-abortion leaders who made
statements to the national news media attempting to justify the

murder.

He was the ‘spiritual advisor’ to two men arrested in the 1985
bombings of three Pensacola clinics. He was also involved in the
1986 invasion of The Ladies Clinic in Pensacola in which two

clinic workers were injured.

The New York Times of March 13 revealed that the Rev. Burt
was a former member of the Ku Klux Klan. The women'’s move-
ment has long accused the anti-abortion movement of using Klan
terrorist tactics to intimidate women and clinics that serve

women’s medical needs.
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FIFTY years ago, on 19 April 1943, the
Warsaw Jewish ghetto broke into revolt
against the Nazis. Here ENZO
TRAVERSO, a member of the LCR, the
French section of the Fourth
international, explains the background
to the revolt and how it was defeated.
-]

AS THE WORLD’S atten-
tion was focused on the
monumental struggle taking
place between the Nazis and
the Red Army on the Russian
front, several hundred Jew-
ish combatants rose in revolt
against the Nazis in Warsaw.
They were faced with the in-
difference of the entire
world. Their struggle lasted
for a month, until the total
destruction of the ghetto by
s units of the SS and the
Wehrmacht (German army).

The uprising did not aim at
liberation from the Nazis, for
the fighters understood that they
had no possibility of stopping
the Nazi murder machine. In the
face of the power of the German
army units which controlled the
Polish capital their numbers and
armaments were totally der-
isory.

They had between 500 and
700 fighters, each armed with a
pistol and only ten bullets, to-
gether with several thousand
Molotov cocktails.

To counter the enemy tanks
they had one, maybe two, old
machine guns. Yet they resisted
for a month, despite the daily
toll of casualties.

As one of their leaders,
Marek Edelman put it, they de-
cided only ‘choose the manner
of the death’; they decided not
to die in the gas chambers of
Treblinka, but fighting the Na-
zis, arms in hand.

So this was no national lib-
eration struggle; the ghetto was
not the Viemamese jungle or the
Cuban Sierra. It was a struggle

hen the Ghetto
fought back

to affirm Jewish dignity, or
more simply human dignity in
the face of extermination.

In Poland, until the second
world war, the Jewish commu-
nity numbered in millions,
forming a sort of ‘nation within
a nation’. They had their own
language (Yiddish), their own
literature, and an extremely rich
intellectual and political life.
But this community, under Nazi
occupation, did not immedi-
ately form a resistance move-
ment. Why not?

To answer that question you
have to remember that the situ-
ation of the Jewish and Polish
communities was not the same.
The Poles had been defeated
and were subject to harsh re-
pression —much harsher than in
occupied France. While their in-
tellectual and political elite was
decimated, they were not men-
aced by genocide.

But the Jews were the victims
of a process of total annihila-
tion. Not only did they not have
an army, but they could not even
count on a government in exile

|
The uprising did
not aim at
liberation from

' the Nazis; the

fighters
understood they

 had no

possibility of
stopping the
Nazi murder

machine.
|

mobilising support for them.
They were immediately de-
prived of their goods and means
of livelihood, concentrated into
ghettos, reduced to the status of
slaves. :

They were submitted, over a
two-year period before the de-
portations to the death camps
began, to a process of ‘slow ex-
termination” — by the effects of
famine, cold and epidemics
which ravaged the ghelttos.

In these conditions the possi-
bilities for resistance were ex-
tremely limited. The strikes of
the Jewish textile workers of
Lodz and Warsaw could not
have the same impact as, for
example, the strike of the Turin
Fiat workers in March 1943.

The social impact of that
strike paralysed Turin, and
marked the beginning of the
armed resistance in ltaly.
Hemmed into the ghettos, the
Jews in Poland could not make
such an impact; they resisted
how and when they could.

To understand the nature and
the form of the insurrection we
have to look at what was hap-
pening in the Warsaw ghetto.
When the Nazis occupied in
September 1939, there were
350,000 Jews in Warsaw, 30 per
cent of the population.

The concentration of this
mass of people into the ghetto
was not done in one fell swoop,
but by coercive measures over a
year. In November 1941, the
city was divided into three sec-
tors — German, Jewish and Pol-
ish — the Jewish sector being
surrounded by a wall 18 kilome-
tres long and 10 feet high.

The ghetto comprised 73
streets out of 1800 in the city,
concentrating 30 per cent of the
population in a surface area of
2.4 per cent of the city.

According to German
sources, the population density
was 128,000 inhabitants per kil-
ometre — and more than nine
people per room.

Before the end of 1942,
thanks to the arrival of Jews de-
ported from the countryside and
even from Germany, the num-
bers in the-ghetto increased to
450,000. In a two-year period
83,000 people in the ghetto per-
ished from hunger, cold and
sickness — above all typhoid.

In January 1940 Emmanuel
Ringleblum noted with conster-
nation that the death rate in the
ghetto was around 170 people a
day. In August 1941 he noted ‘a







