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Who will get
the vote if Smith and

the bureaucrats [
get their way?

2
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Pete Firmin

Socialists knew it: now the
opinion polls have proved it:
most trade union members
think their unions should re-
main linked to the Labour
Party.

Of course this evidence will
noi placate John Smith and the
right wing Labour ‘modernis-
ers’, or the hardright of the trade
union bureaucracy. Immedi-
ately after the poll was publish-
ed, the engineers’ and
electricians’ union AEEU an-
nounced it would continue pay-
ing £1 million a year to Labour,

on’t let
Smith dump
union link!

v

AEEU chief Bill Jordan
despite campaigning for unions
t0 have no say on how such
money is spent.

With John Smith singling out
the issue for his speeches to un-
ion conferences this summer, it
is clear that the Labour-union

link will be the most hotly-
fought issue at this year’s Party
conference.

Of course, for many labour
movement activists it all seems
like an argument between bu-
reaucrats — far less important
than the question of how to or-
ganise a fight-back against the
ongoing Tory attacks.

But the two are different as-
pects of the capitlation of the
bureaucracy to the Tory on-
slaught.

Labour’s right wing find the
very idea that they should repre-
sent the working class embar-
rassing.

After the left gains of the late
1970s and early 1980s,

Fighting new management techniques

Post-Thatcher Britain is a
nation of wage-cutting,
long hours and vicious
‘new management
techniques’ which go
under the name of
‘flexibility’.

Last week’s Panorama ex-
posed some of the new em-
ployment practices. These
include:-
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extra pay.

Fighting these and other
‘new management tech-
niques’ will form part of the
discussion at the Socialist

. Outlock day school on 3 July.

Fighting the new
management
techniques
Socialist Outlook
day school
3 July, 10.30am-5pm
Conway Hall
Red Lion Square
London WC1
Admission: £5/£3

achieved by an alliance of the
constituencies and left unions,
the right were determined not
only to reverse those gains, but
to ensure they couldn’t happen
again.

Fearful

The union bureaucracy, fear-
ing the exiension of the demand
for democracy into their own
ranks, and moving to the right in
a vain attempt to deflect
Thatcher’s attacks, were willing
accomplices indefeating the left
constituency parties on deoc-
racy and on Labour policy.

But 1o consolidate their
counter-revolution, Labour’s
right want to ensure that when
the unions move left again there
will not be a repeat perform-
ance. To do this they have to
weaken, and if possible scrap,
union input inte decision-mak-
ing and internal elections.

Having moved policy so far
to the right that it is virtually
indistinguishable from the Lib-
eral-Democrats, they want to
sever the link which differenti-
ates the two. The Labour Party
came about as aresult of a fight
in the unions to break with ‘Lib-
Labism’ (Trade Union leaders
elected as Liberal MPs) and
form an independent party.

For many union leaders, of
course, the issue has never been
of retaining the collective input
of their members into the La-
bour Party’s policy-making, but

of preserving their personal in-

fluence.

Others believe that with La-
bour leaders publicly distancing
themselves from the unions,
there is little point in funding a
party which makes no pretence
of defending their interests, and
gives no union input into deci-
sion-making. Hence the bureau-
crats’ slogan of ‘no say, no
pay’.

It is clear therefore that union
leaders’ responses to the pro-
posal to scrap the link span the
whole spectrum, from outright
opposition, through various wa-
tering down schemes, to enthu-
siatic support.

Left to their own devices, es-
pecially if it is posed as a ‘loy-
alty’ issue by John Smith, most
union leaders will seek a com-
oromise that the majority of
mem cz2m live with, but which
20e< zgainst the interests of the

ranx and file.

This is why the left must take
the lead in explaining why the
link is important, and how it
should be made democratic.

Defence of the link needs to
be combined with demands for
Labour (o get off the fence and
give full support to those resist-
ing the Tories.

Because of the union leaders’
self-interest, the link will not
simply be scrapped this autumn.
But this does not mean that there
is no danger. Most of the ‘com-
promises’ being floated would
seriously weaken it and act as
stalking horses for its abolition
in the future.

All the ‘intermediate’
schemes, such as a register of
party supporters or a topping up
of the political levy abolish un-
ions’ traditional collective deci-
sion-making in favour of
individual participation — as
well as having serious flaws in
their implementation.

The idea of unions having to
construct a register of party sup-
porters constituency by con-
stituency is an administrative
nightmare, while the lower
‘trade union rate’ for member-
ship has been a flop, like all of
the national membership
scheme.

The risk is that such propos-
als would be scrapped in a few
years as unworkable in favour
of simple individual party mem-
bership.

In the situation, the left hasno
option but to defend the current
mechanisms for union partici-
pation against all attempts to
weaken them.

‘Compromises’

This means rejecting any call
to choose between different
spurious ‘compromises’.

The link can be defended and
the right beaten back, but it
means ensuring that as many
unions and CLPs as possible
have clear policy, leaving as lit-
tle room as possible for ma-
noeuvres by the leadership.

The ‘Keep the Link’ cam-
paign has produced leaflets for
use in unions and CLPs and
briefing material on the Party’s
consultation paper.

W Keep the Link can be
contacted c/o 120
Northcote Road, London
E17 7EB.
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Learn lessons from Miners, DAF, Swan Hunter ...

Rebuild
the fight
against
unemployment!

THE GOVERNMENT decision
to effectively close the Swan
Hunter Tyneside shipyard is an-
other practical refutation of Mi-
chael Heseltine’s allegedly
‘interventionist’ industrial strat-
egy.

Tarzan promised to intervene ‘be-
fore breakfast, after lunch and after
dinner’ to defend Britain’s industrial
base. Major claims he rejects the
fashionable 1980s hostility to indus-
try.

Lame ducks

But the proof of the pudding is in
the eating Major and Heseltine are
running an old-fashioned Thatcherite
‘lame ducks’ strategy.

As with the coal mines, the argu-
ment is that ‘there isn’t a market’ for
new ships.

Not building new warships should
be welcomed. But the decline in the
international shipping market is a
product not so much of a decline in
world trade, but the fact cargo is be-
ing ferried round the world in
clapped-out, unsafe, rust-buckets run
under ‘flags of convenience’. These
ships are increasingly crewed by

Jobs destroyed: Leyland DAF

cheap (and expendable) Asian la-
bour.

Far from countering this trend, the
British government intends to estab-
lish its very own British flag of con-
venience, an off-shore ‘British’
registration which will enable ship
owners to evade all the safety and pay
regulations.

As with the mines, as with DAF, as
with countless industries the closure
of Swan Hunter is economic mad-
ness. It would be cheaper for the gov-
emment to keep the yard open by
paying the whole cost of new mer-
chant ships which were then given

away free, than for society to pay the
endless costs of unemployment and
economic depression in the North
East.

A nationalised merchant marine
would have need of new and modern
ships; even a properly regulated ship-
ping industry with real safety regula-
tions would need them too.

But social calculations like these
are not made by those who worship
‘market forces’. Because the Labour
and TUC leaders have capitulated to
the laws of the market they are unable
to deploy the fundamental arguments
about closures and redundancies.

Nit-picking

Instead the snipe around the edges
criticising the government’s timing
and nitpicking over details.

The same arguments apply to the
railways, the mines, to DAF and
countless industries. If they are not
profitable here and now, according to
the laws of the world market, they
must be closed. Huge amounts of so-
cial capital are thus junked, lives
wrecked and industries devastated.

For the left, the arguments about
the laws of the market versus social
costs and control are vital. But imme-

After Labour’'s Maastricht betrayal
Link up with European

soclalists

This shipyard campaign was allowed to die away,
like so many jobs struggles. It’s time to make a stand.

diately the need to practically fight
against closure and redundancy, and
against cheapening labour through
the ‘new management techniques’,
has to be hammered home.

Timex

As the miners and the struggle at
Timex have shown, industrial action
is the only way to fight redundancies
and closures, and that action must
culminate in occupations and if pos-
sible the continuation of production
under workers control.

This must be combined with the
political fight for nationalisation of
so-called ‘bankrupt’ industries.

Most importantly the fight for the
right to work centred on the demand
for worksharing, to start with a 35-
hour week with no loss of pay, has to
be popularised again in the labour
movement.

The lack of struggle against unem-
ployment, and its lame acceptance by
the movement’s leaders, is a massive
indictment of the Labour leadership
and the TUC. Once you accept ‘mar-
ket forces’ you capitulate to every
single anti-working class abomina-
tion that goes with them,

NOW THE Danes have voted
yes to Maastricht, and the
British government — with La-
bour backing — has ratified
the Bill, what are the implica-
tions for socialists across
Europe?

Thousands of activists will
meet in Paris on June 12/13 to
debate the socialist response to
Maastricht, the economic crisis,
unemployment and racism.

Capitalism is organised on an
international basis; the states of
Fortress Europe co-ordinate
their racist immigration and se-
curity policies and the right-wing

organise their actions across
Europe as a matter of course.
The left and the working class
movement are way behind.

The conference in Paris is an
attempt to begin to develop a
common socialist approac’.
across Europe.

The conference appeal calls
for a Europe which ‘accords
women their fuil place in society,
whose peoples are mobilised
and fighting against unemploy-
ment and social exclusions,
where minorities enjoy equal
rights,” which is ‘without racism,
protects naturafresources’ and
defends the environment and is

independent and pro-peace...
open to the Eastand in solidarity
with the South.’

Backed by the 150,000 strong
Party of Communist Refounda-
tion in Italy, the conference also
has support from the German
Greens, the Spanish United Left,
numerous left-wing currents in
France and leaders of the Span-
ish Workers Commission.

It starts at 2pm on 12 June in
St Denis in the Paris suburbs.
There will be forums during the
day and a major rally at 8pm
followed by an all-night Euro-so-
cial.

Travel to the conference from
Britain will be by coach, leaving
London at lunchtime on Friday
11 June and returning Sunday
afternoon. Friday evening will be
free for a night out in Paris. The
price of £50 waged, £40 un-
waged includes travel, accom-
modation and entrance to the
conference.

The number of places is lim-
ited, so book your seat now!
Send bookings to: European
Conference, PO Box 1109, Lon-
don N4 2UU. Make cheques out
to ‘T1 Research’.

Conference sponsors in-
clude:

@ Luciana Castellina, PCR
member of the European parlia-
ment;, @ Wilfried Telkamper,
German Green member of the
European parliament; @ Tony
Benn, MP: @ Armando Cossulta,
president of the Italian PRC; @
Marcelino Camacho, National
Secretary of the Workers Com-
missions, Spain; @ Fausto Berti-
notti, Confederal Secretary of the
CGIL union federation, ltaly; @
Ernest Mandel, Fourth Interna-
tional; @ Alain Krivine, LCR
France; @ Julio Anguita, United
Left, Spain.
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Why school tests are so important to Wandsworth

Kids used as guinea
pigs in Tory experiment

By Elizabeth Pitt

WANDSWOTH’S Tory
council has so far spent
£120,000 on court action
against a teachers union.

The failed case against the
NAS/UWT has been a cen-
trepiece of the government cam-
paign to scare teachers into
following through the new na-
tional school tests, SATs.

The hard-right council ad-
ministration has allocated an ex-
ra £30,000 — no-one knows
where from — to ensure the
SATs are handed in.

The stakes are high for the
Tories. If they can’t enforce
tests in the state schools they
will try to make it illegal for
teachers not to carry out the
fests.

Why so desperate? Because
the plans for bringing the mar-
ket into education are founded
on the SATs.

In Wandsworth four year old
children are tested on arrival in
Reception classes. This testing
consists of teacher assessment
of a child’s experience of maths,
science and english with some
social context.

Booklet

In addition they have to com-
plete a 12 page booklet that is
intended to indicate their ‘readi-
ness to read’.

One question asks the child to
put aring round anything edible
on the page. A girl who put a
ring round a balloon, explaining
that she would burst if she eat it
got the answer wrong in spite of
showing an understanding - of
the question and an imaginative
idea about what balloons can
do. No marks for a sense of hu-
mour!

These tests are collated on the
Council’s database and a figure
produced to show how well, or
not the child has done. These are
then compared with the Bor-
ough average and schools can
be league tabled on the potential
children show on entry to
school.

At seven, children do the
SATs, involving half a year’s
work when the timetable has to
be completely transformed to
cope with the level of testing
that has to be done everyday.

At 11 children are tested
again with Wandsworth’s own
tests. One is an intelligence test,
the other two test reading and
maths. Again the database that
is held on every school is used
to analyse the results and claims

The Wandsworth tests are not comparable with each other, and have no educational value

to show whether a school is add-
ing value to the child.

If a number of pupils are not
achieving as highly as their in-
telligence tests would predict
the school is asked to explain
itself to the Chief Inspector and
the Council’s Performance and
Standards monitoring group.

These tests will form a basis
for selection to Secondary
school, possibly as soon as next
year.

Tests are part of the formula
by which schools are funded.
Refusal to test has meant one
school has lost tens of thousands
of pounds. Wandsworth has
consistently refused to use any
other method to calculate the
social context of the school.

The public debate -around
testing focuses on parental
rights. Parents are supposedly
given the right to know how
well their child and the school is
doing compared to the ‘national
average’. When parents read
these results the information is
disappointingly crude. The par-
ent of a seven year old may be
told that their child has achieved
level two.

Short of reading the heavy
tomes produced by the govern-
ment on how to assess and con-
struct the total mark a parent is
not going to find out whether
their child can, for example,
read a short story and read the
text aloud with expression and
understanding.

Many schools have devised
very informative ways of re-
porting to parents that helps to

L. .. |
“The idea that standards can be raised by
testing is a cynical manipulation of parents’
desires for the best for their children”

B T S o

Chief tester: Patten
involve them in supporting their
children’s learning.

Confusing

The league tabling of schools
themselves continues to con-
fuse parents. In Wandsworth
lists of schools are published,
sometimes by result, sometimes
in alphabetical order.

It is never clear what criteria
are used for public lists and
schools whose names begin
with A are often perceived as
those at the top of the league
table! :

At other times the direct or-
dering of schools by result pro-
duces a mass of telephone calls
to the schools at the top of the
list asking for an immediate
transfer.

The idea that standards can
be raised by testing is a cynical
manipulation of all parents’ de-
sires for the best for their chil-
dren.

What it isreally about is more
for less. In a recent committee
paper Wandsworth’s Tories ex-
plained that the testing and
measuring of a schools perform-
ance is in order to obtain the
same quality for less money.

Once the standard is outlined
then a lower paid teacher, or one
whose salary will only be raised
at the whim of the governors,
will be expected to produce the
same results.

‘Added value’

Performance related pay will
be easier for governors to ad-
minister as they will be able to
see which teachers are adding
value to the pupils education.
Costly appraisal schemes would
not be needed to judge teacher
performance.

Though Wandsworth’s three
sets of tests make no attempt to
establish uniform criteria, and
cannot be used to compare with
each other, the council intends
to use them to measure ‘school
effectiveness’ —alongside other
information such as the ethnic
mix of schools.

Thi information will be avail-
able in local libraries to help
parents make choices about
schools. Decisions made onrac-
ist grounds will be far easier.

These tests represent the face
of an authority which monitors
and measures obsessively in an
attempt to cut unit costs. They
also indicate an authority that
has clearly stated that the per-
sonal and social development of
students is not the business of
the school.

Without the  SATs
Wandsworth’s project to bring
down the unit costs of education
will be seriously under threat.

The offer of extra supply
teachers to come into schools
and administer the tests is com-
pletely unmanageable in secon-
dary schools.

In primary schools the offer
of one day’s supply cover would
go nowhere near covering the

amount of paperwork that has to
be done to collate the results of
the SATs which teachers have
been working on since January.

Wandsworth have indicated
that they do not wish to fine
teachers who do not do the
SATs. They know they can’t af-
ter the court case. They want to
be as helpful as possible in giv-
ing schools extra staff and time!
It is part of theit policy to pub-
licly state they are giving
schools freedom and flexibility.

(For instance, they have
given school governors flexibil-
ity to harmonise down the pay
of manual workers in schools _
losing between 20 and 30 per
cent of their salaries.)

However when it comes to
the measuring of a school’s per-
formance, every effort is put in
to make sure that no school is
allowed to deviate from the
model.

Governors

Governors are now aware
that there is grave concern over
the educational value of the
tests.

They are an important link in
the opposition to testing and
many governing bodies will be
explaining to the Council that
they cannot pass on the results
of the SATSs.

The headteachers association
has advised all Wandsworth
members to seck the support of
their governors in not passing
on or collating any results.

The ideological battle over
what is to be taught is probably
the main reason for such enor-
mous opposition to the SATS,
but if ‘school effectiveness’
cannot be measured
Wandsworth’s pilot will be on
the rocks.
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NW will
vote with
its feet

PLANS are now well under
way for a massive North West
‘People’s March’ in solidarity
with the NUM’s fight to save
Parkside colliery.

The march is also a chal-
lenge to the tide of job losses
and unemployment throughout
the region.

The march aims to heip
heighten the media profile of
the anti-pit closure campaign
and to bolster the fighting
spirit of Lancashire’s 500 re-
maining mineworkers who con-
tinue to stand firm against
British Coal.

The march will consist of
several ‘legs’ starting on 17,18
& 19 June, coming together on
20 June - the two hundred and
fiftieth day of the NUM’s cam-
paign — for a mass demonstra-
tion and rally in the vicinity of
the pit.

The various ‘legs’ of the
march will be linking up with
other workers fighting job
losses and closures in the area
and there will be repre-
sentatives from Burnsalls strik-
ers in Birmingham and Timex
strikers in Dundee on each
‘leg’ of the March.

Various events have been or-
ganised along the route in soli-
darity with the march.

The march is jointly organ-
ised by: North West TUC,
North West Miners Support
Group Network and Lancashire
Women Against Pit Closures
(WAPC).

Contact 0942 884763 for
more information on sponsor-
ing or joining the march.

Thouands rally bind

Timex strikers

TEN THOUSAND workers
from around the country
joined recent protests in
support of the Timex strik-
ers.

News reports were domi-
nated by the May 15 Scottish
TUC demonstration and the
May 22 mass picket ad-
dressed by Arthur Scargill.

The 343 strikers of the Dun-
dee factory have shown peo-
ple nationwide the value of
solidarity and struggle.

Support came from the
Dagenham Ford plant, Rolls
Royce, the Parkside pit camp

in Lancashire and elsewhere
to the picket, which stopped
most of the scabs from enter-
ing.

Thirly-five arrests were
made by police, who also
hroke a woman’s arm when at-
tacking a peaceful demonstra-
tion later that day.

The success of the Timex
strike has a special lesson for
those confronted by the do-
nothing leaders of the labour
movement. Bill Jordan con-
demns the pickets and has
threatened to expel strikers
from the union.

The AEEU leader
warned Arthur Scargill
to stay away from Dun-
dee, likening him to the
‘captain of the Titanic’.

Despite the union
leaders’ cowardice, real
support has been gained
through work at the rank
and file level of the un-
ion and by that of organ-
ised left groups,
especially the Socialist
Workers’ Party.

While some on the left ar-
gued the success of the strike
hinges on gaining the backing

Leader of Titanic miners’ struggle: Scargill

of Willis, Jordan and Smith,
the Timex strikers show the
need, and the way, to tackle
to Tory offensive against jobs.

NUT scuppers tests

By Roy Leach,

secretary
Oxfordshire NUT

(personal capacity)

THE 13 May NUT ballot re-
sult on boycotting SATs de-
livered the tests the final
knock-out. The majority for
the boycott was overwhelm-
ing — 96.2 per cent of the
votes were cast in favour.
The turn-out of 70 per centon
afull postal ballot represents the
strength of feeling, and the ef-
fectiveness of the campaigning

by activists.

This result was much better
than that achieved in the
NASUWT and the ATL who
focused solely on the issue of
workload. The NUT addressed
the political and educational is-
sues. The NUT remains com-
mitted to a boycott of the tests
next year unless a more accept-
able form of assessment isintro-
duced.

The NASUWT and ATL
have made it clear that once the
workload issue is addressed
they will co-operate fully with
the tests. There is a real danger
that the Tories will split teacher

As Tories go for kill on privatisation. ..

Rail ballot defeat

By Greg Tucker RMT
Traincrew Grades
Conference
Secretary

BY A MAJORITY of just
163, British Rail members of
the RMT have voted to ac-
cept ‘guarantees’ that BR
will try to avoid compulsory
redundancies.

This stops any further action
but settles nothing. Most rail-
workers do not trust BR but
many doubted the RMT leader-
ship’s commitment to fight.

With the union split our task
is torebuild a fight against BR’s
plans to attack pay and condi-
tions in preparation for privati-
sation.

To do that it will be neces-
sary to take on the RMT leader-
ship, who would rather see
railworkers defeated than their
own cosy conditions threatened.

The formation of the ‘Cam-
paign for a Fighting & Demo-
cratic Union’ in the RMT is
timely. The left should take
heart that, despite massive
threats, 49.8% of the union were

still prepared to vote for further
strike action. )

The union is to ballot London
Underground members over
pay. With BR pay also unre-
solved, activists should press
for pay to be made a union-wide
issue, linked to the broader fight
against the government’s 1.5%
pay limit.

For the RMT bureaucracy the
threat to end the automatic de-
duction of union dues from
members pay became the major
problem to be avoided at all
costs.

This was behind the contro-
versial ruling that a two-thirds
majority of the executive was
needed to prolong the strike.

The confusion this caused led
to the ballot defeat and enragew
activists. Members from over
30 branches came to the CFDU
launch meeting last month and
the Campaign has organised
successful fringe meetings at
the unions’ grades conferences.

It will hold a meeting at the
unions’ Jype AGM. Confer-
ences of traincrew and signals &
telecommunications workers
passed resolutions highly criti-

cal of the RMT leaders.

Knapp has responded with
threats of disciplinary action.
Branches and Districts support-
ing the Campaign have 14 days
to answer why their names have
been attached to ‘unofficial cir-
culars’.

In a connected move Knapp
proposes to change the rules to
allow those who produce such
‘unofficial circulars’ to be ex-
pelled from the union.

When Knapp was told this
might be illegal, he told the
Council of Executives it was
‘about time someone stood up
against the Tory anti-union
laws.’

After the ballot defeat, left
wing members of the executive
called for all EC members to put
themselves up for reelection, so
that RMT members could have
their say on how the dispute was
handled.

None of the seven who voted
to stop the strike would do so.
They knew only too well what
their fate would be. Already
many branches have passed

.resolutions demanding the

seven resign.

opposition to their test and
league table project. John Patten
has already made it clear that he
will ‘slim down’ the tests for
next year,

The key to defeating the To-
ries education project lies in
forging a durable alliance be-
tween parents and teachers pre-
pared to wage the political
struggle.

With the possible extension
of the anti-union laws to pro-
hibit a legal boycott next year
the conditions for a further de-
feat of the Tories will disappear
unless the halting of the SATs
this year is turned into a mass
rejection of the selective educa-
tion market the Tories are seek-
ing to introduce.

Victory for
Telecom left

By Chris Brooks

THE BROAD Left in the Na-
tional Communications Un-
ion swept to a 20-15 victory
in this years National Execu-
tive elections —the first defeat
for new realists in the trade
unions for some time.

The left also won an over-
whelming 20-3 victory in the Ma-
jority Engineering section over
the right wing ’mainstream’ bloc,
more than compensating for the
continued 20-0 grip of the right
wing (themselves ex-Broad Left)
in the clerical section.

The left triumph on a turnout
increased by almost 50 per cent
stems mainly from the massive
reaction to BT's Customer Serv-
ice Improvement Programme.

The right wing Executive ma-
jority sat on these plans for two
months before management
eventually briefed staff. Only af-
ter intense pressure froma cam-
paign led by Broad Left militants
did they spell out their half-
hearted opposition to manage-
ment’s new programme.

Again it has been manage-
ment, in the form of a personal
letter to every employee, who
have kept staff informed, con-
firming most of our worst fears.
Now the right has paid the price.

The incoming Broad Left ma-
jority have been elected to con-
front an increasingly aggressive
BT management. BT has been

shedding huge numbers of staff,
down from 245,000 in 1990 to
170,000 at present.

They want to reduce this to
under 100,000 by 1997-8. So far
they have used voluntary means,
but the prospect of compuisory
redundancy looms next year.
The union will ballot for indus-
trial action if this happens.

BT's staff reductions are far
greater than those resulting from
modernisation and the fall in
market share. .

They want to sweat the exist-
ing workforce and put the rest of
the work out to contract at far
worse pay and conditions. The
Executive’s scandalous deal al-
lowing the recruitment of Man-
power UK staff in direct labour
work must be scrapped.

Already BT is testing the un-
jon’s defences in London by at-
tempting to impose changes in
working hours as a prelude to
the new Programme. London
militants will be expecting full
backing from the new Executive
if and when it comes to action.

The Broad Left is committed
to the merger with the Union of
Communications Workers, but
the right-wing UCW leadership
are cool towards the idea. Unity
will have to be fought for by the
left in both unions.

The scene is set for major
confrontations. In the meantime
there will be much celebrating at
this year's NCU Conference.
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Anti-Nazi

League: did

they reject

Miiitant offer
of joint demo?

Unite to smash fascists!

By Pete
McDonald and
Jeff Lowe

STUPID and irresponsible
sectarianism is weakening
the fight against the far-
right.

We now have three major
campaigns against racism and
fascism:

@ the Anti-Racist Alliance
(ARA) -was the first to be
formed ;

@® the Anti Nazi League
(ANL) is controlled by the So-
cialist Workers Party (SWP)

® Youth Against Racism in
Europe (YRE) is led by Mili-
lant.

There is also the much
smaller Anti Fascist Action
(AFA).

The last few weeks have
shown the silliness of these di-
visions. Only YRE have
emerged with any credit — pri-
marily because of the sectarian-
ism of the other groups.

YRE called a demonstration
for May 8 in central London.
According to their acount, After
the murder of Stephen
Lawrence they contacted his
family and decided (correctly)
to move the demo to south east
London and focus on the pres-
ence of the BNP bunker in
Welling.

This march was well sup-
ported by both black and white
youth, and was the biggest mo-
bilisation against racism for
many years. Perhaps 40% of the
marchers were black.

According to Militant they
approached both the ARA and
the ANL to jointly organise the
demo, including the opportu-
nity to speak from the platform.

Both refused. The ANL went
ahead with its own demo on
15th May — much smaller, with

far fewer black people and
much less militant. Speakers in-
cluded right-wing Labour MP
Nick Raynsford and the Tory
mayor of Bexley — strangely
omitted from  Socialist
Worker’s report of the demo!

Socialist Worker claims ‘The
best message to send to the po-
lice, and the Nazi thugs they
defend is the biggest possible
anti-Nazi demonstrations’.

Unfortunately their practice
is different. If they had been
serious they would have called
off the ANL demo — organised
after the YRE demo was an-
nounced — and taken up YRE’s
proposals for a joint march.

Marc Wadsworth of ARA
used the police assault on the
YRE march as an excuse to at-
tack the far-left. It obviously es-
caped his notice that those
subjected to the most brutal po-
lice attacks were black youth
from Panther UK.

So despite past rhetoric
about closing down the BNP
head-quarters ‘by any means
necessary’ Wadsworth con-
demns those black youth who
take Malcolm X’s words seri-
ously.

Instead of supporting the
YRE march, ARA concentrated
on organising for its own dem-
onstration on June 12th. This
has the potential for being a
massive demonstration — it is
sponsored by the TUC and sev-
eral major trade unions.

Socialist Outlook fully sup-
ports it and we call on all anti-
racists/anti-fascists to help
make it a huge success. But it
should not have been counter-
posed to the YRE march.

Unfortunately the ARA
demo also clashes with the na-
tional Unity Carnival organised
by AFA in Newcastle — testi-
mony to the divisions which
must be overcome if we are to
go forward.

Rahman camﬁai n

A BOLTON family is continuing to gain su

rtin aTight

against racist immigration laws.
Mrs Rahman came to Britain from Djibouti in order to receive

specialist cancer treatment.

Now the iliness seems to be reversed, but her doctor says she

needs continuing treatment that is not available in Djibouti.
She has a daughter with multiple handicaps receiving help at
a local special school that is also not available in the Red Sea

statelet.

Thy have gained widespread support from the community and

the labour movement.

Supported by NALGO nationally, and by the NUT, the cam-
paign’s recent demonstration drew together over 1,000 people

despite threats of a countermobilisation by the fascist British Na-

tional Party.

&
B For further details write to the Rahman Family Defence Cam-
paign, Boiton Socialist Club, 16 Wood Street, Bolton BL1 1DY.

‘is entitled to eiual freatment un-

..........

Militant and YRE are cur-
rently able to claim to be the
organisations in favour of unity.
The only way to do this in prac-
tice is to agree joint initiatives.

The SWP refuse because
they put their own interests first.
The ARA leadership believe
they are the anti-racist move-
ment and everyoneelseisirrele-
vant — or worse, as claimed at
ARA’s AGM, “part of the op-
position™.

ARA claim to be the sole
voice of Black communities —a
claim clearly disputed by the
large numbers of Black youth

who marched behind the Pan-
ther banner on May 8th, or
those mobilised by the Indian
Workers Association on May
15th. k]

The ARA’s exaggerated
claims also exclude organia-
tions thatare doing strong com-
munity work, such as Newham
Monitoring Project, Southall
Monitoring Group, and GA-
CARA.

In contrast representatives of
the Rolan Adams family cam-
paign, Orville Blackwood cam-
paign, Winston Silcott defence
campaign and others have cor-

rectly spoken at meetings, ral-
lies and demonstrations — who-
ever the organisers.

It is time the anti-racist/fas-
cist movement followed their
example.

Socialist Qutlook will con-
tinue to support any anti-rac-
istffascist initiative that takes
the struggle forward.

It may be stating the obvious
to remind the leaders of all
groups of what damage has
been done in the past by divi-
sions in the anti-fascist move-
ment —now is the time for unity
in action!

-
Prepare to challenge

Tories’ Asylum Act

By Ellen Moore

IN JUNE the racist Asylum
and Immigration Appeals Bill
returns to the House of Com-
mons for its third reading.
When it becomes law the Act
will introduce draconian
measures against asylum
seekers and refugees.

The bill is inextricably linked
to the Maastricht process and
brings British law in line with
racist legisfation in the rest of
Fortress Europe.

One of the worst require-
ments of the Bill, the introduc-
tion of fingerprinting of all
asylum seekers, can be linked to
the work of the TREVI group.

The TREVI (Terrorism, ex-
tremism, radicalism and inter-
national violence) group is a
secret European policing forum
attended by the security services
and police inciuding MI5.

Its sub committee the ‘Police
working group on terrorism’ is
currently working on a common
intelligence database on refu-
gees, asylum seekers, visa en-
trants and migrants from the
developing world settled within
the EC. -

Tony Bunyan, editor of State-
watch says ‘It is no longer the
Soviet threat and, internally the
threat from communists that
concerns western governments;
instead they are directing their
resources toward the Third
World, towards those countries
who do not accept the New
World Order’.

Refugees who are ‘dissi-
dents’ in their country of origin
become as a result ‘dissidents’
within the EC, a fifth column, the

enemy within.

Fingerprinting has been justi-
fied in the Commons as a meas-
ure to prevent ‘fraudulent
multiple claims’ for asylum,
benefits and housing. This justi-
fication aids the process of
criminalisation of asylum seek-
ers in and of itself, but it ob-
scures the real purpose of
fingerprinting and the fact that
officials will then be able to re-
fuse asylum elsewhere in the EC.

The Bill also means that if a
visitor or studentapplies for asy-
lum and the request is refused
they will be imprisoned immedi-
atelyand then deported. Govern-
ment cuts in legal aid make the
situation even worse.

in addition the Bill is retro-
spective. So anyone whose ap-
plication is currently being
considered — it can take as long
as five years — will be subject to
the new provisions.

Linked to the Bill is the recent
Court of Appeal decision in-
structing Local Authorities to re-
port to the Home Office any
‘illegal immigrants’ applying to
them for housing .

The DOE guidelines on home-
less families state that everyone

der the law’ and that information
on immigration status is confi-
dential.

Judges at an appeal brought
by Tower Hamiets Council said
this was ‘misleading and wrong’
and overturned a High Court de-
cision that immigration control
is not a function of a local
authority but solely of the Home
Office.

Under the Asylum Bill if a lo-
cal authority has ‘reason to be-
lieve’ that a homeless person is
an asylum seeker it will be
obliged to investigate that per-
sons immigration status. If it is -
found that the person is an asy-
lum seeker then they can only
offer temporary accommoda-
tion.

The effect of this legislation
and related disinformation in the
media is to create the link that
immigration equals criminality,
or even terrorism.

It also fuels racist claims that
asylum seekers are cheats and
scroungers. This paves the way
for more harassment and at-
tacks on the rights of all refu-
gees, asylum seekers and black
people.

In the 1980s there were suc-
cessful campaigns and action by
trade unionists against the im-
plementation of passport
checks and attempts to intro-
duce internal controls. This has
dropped off the agenda.

But It is not sufficient to op-
pose racism by parliamentary
means - no significant amend-
ments have been tabled to this
Bill — or to focus the fight on
getting Nazis off the streets.

The left must develop a united
anti-racist and anti-fascist
movement which fights racism
at every level.






