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EC slams door to
keep out refugees

EC IMMIGRATION minis-
ters attending a meeting of
the TREVI group in Copen-
hagen have taken a tough
line against the families of
refugees from former Yugo-
slavia being allowed to join
their relatives in the West.
They proposed limiting the
possibility of family reunion to
‘exceptional circumstances’.
This implies an indefinite pe-
riod of enforced separation for
thousands of the most tragic
victims of the Bosnian conflict.
British refugee organisations
claimed Britain has reneged on
its pledge to give a temporary
haven to the relatives of a spe-
cific group of refugees — the
former Bosnian camp de-

tainees. The Home Secretary
had promised to let them be
joined by up to 3000 of their
dependents.

Figures are very hard to ob-
tain but according to the
UNHCR only 238 ex-detainees
and 334 members of their fami-
lies had arrived in Britain by
early May.

Bottom of table

Already the Home Office
definition of the family has
been applied inflexibly and ac-
cording to the UNHCR Britain
comes close to the bottom of the
European league table in hon-
ouring its quota.

The new EC guidelines on
refugees fleeing ex-Yugoslavia

conclude that most people dis-
placed by the conflict should be
given protection and assistance
in the region.

EC countries should con-
tinue to admit particularly vul-
nerable groups including
former prisoners, those withill-
nesses that cannot be treated
locally, those whose lives or
physical safety are threatened,
rape victims who do not have
access to rehabilitation and re-
turning combatants who face
serious problems in their places
of origin.

The new definition of ‘ex-
ceptional circumstances’ will
mean those few who manage to
find asylum in the EC will not
be reunited with their families.

]
France cracks
down on migrants

By Paul Clarke

‘FRANCE has been a country
of immigration and no longer
wants to be,’ said Charles
Pasqua, interior minister on
the eve of presenting harsh
new immigration legislation.
He added:

‘We don’t have the means. If
we don’t hold this line firmly,
public opinion will harden and
the country will drift to the ex-
treme right.” France intends to
pursue a policy of ‘zero immi-
gration’ and no longer wel-
comes immigrants.

Pasqua wants to start a police
crackdown of searching for and
immediate expulsion of so-
called ‘illegal immigrants’, giv-
ing the police the power to check
documents without a reason, to
make it harder to obtain resi-
dents permits.

Prior to the legislation if -

someone lived in France for ten
years they had automatic right
to residency — now people will
have to prove they entered the
country legally. Similarly marry-
ing someone French will be no
guarantee of the right to entry or
residence — people will have to
prove they had the right to be in
France anyway.

The right to asylum will now
be decided by frontier police and
there will be no right to appeal
against refusal to admit some
one at the border. There will also
be no automatic right to family
reunion.

These ‘measures, alongside
the similar legislation being in-
troduced in other EC countries
form part of the project of the EC
states via the TREVI group to
pull up the drawbridge of For-
tress Europe.

Pasqua also has his own pro-

ject, his challenge to Jacques
Chirac’s candidacy for the presi-
dential elections in 1995.
Pasqua claims to be the true
inheritor of De Gaulle’s ideas,
even claiming ‘at my modest
level | feel exactly like De Gaulle’.

He claimed that the new
laws, rather than promoting
xenophobia and racist violence
would address three popular
concerns — French identity, the
fight against crime and the inte-
gration of established settlers.
He claims that unless these laws
are enacted people will one day
vote massively for the extreme
right.

These arguments justifying
racist laws are echoed across
Europe. Pasqua claims that re-
marks that his party the Gaullist
RPR shares the values of the
racist National Front have been
quoted ‘out of context’. But the
laws he is now promoting speak
louder on his real politics.

Turkish women murdered by
German fascists

Thousands
protest at
racist killings

By Hans-Jurgen
. Schultz

HUNDREDS of thousands
of people staged spontane-
ous demonstrations in every
major German town in re-
sponse to the murder of five
Turkish women and young
girls in Solingen last week-
end, in the biggest outburst
of public anger yet seen.

For the first time these dem-
onstrations involved tens of
thousands of Turkish workers.

The murders came just two
days after the German parlia-
ment (Bundestag) passed a new
law, with the support of both
major parties — the right wing
CDU and the Social Democrats
(SPD)- aimed at drastically re-
ducing immigration into Ger-
many, to a maximum of 10,000
each year.

Kohl in retreat

The new anti-immigration
law is widely seen as a capitula-
tion to racism and having given
the green light to the fascists to
intensify their attacks. Thus
Chancellor Kohl, despite his at-
tacks on the ‘violence’ of Turk-
ish demonstrators, has been
pushed onto the defensive.

His government is now talk-

. ing of allowing ‘dual citizen-

Andrew Wiard

ship’ to Turkish ‘guest
workers’, allowing them civil
rights inside Germany.

For the first time the unions
are taking a stand. The public
services union, the second big-
gest in the country, called a 50-
minute strike last Thursday. The
printers’ union openly blamed
the government for what hap-
pened in Solingen

Many left wingers inside the
Social Democrats have good
anti-racist positions, but their
leadership has collaborated
with the government all down
the line in bringing in the new
anti-immigration bill.

What lies behind the rise of
racism and fascism in Ger-
many? German fascism never
went away after the war, it was
only driven underground in a

semi-legal existence.

The fascist press, half a
dozen different weeklies and
monthlies, has a combined cir-
culation of around 800,000.

Unemployment

What gave this current its
new opportunity was of course
the social and economic crisis,
especially massive youth unem-
ployment, made worse by Ger-
man reunification. In the
time-honoured manner the im-
migrants and ‘foreigners’ are
made the scapegoats.

The far-right organisations
probably organise 100,000 peo-
ple. The Republicans have
around 25,000 members, and
will probably gets seats in the
Bundestag in the next elections,
passing the necessary 5 per cent
barrier. The National Peoples
Union has about 22,000 mem-
bers, and already has seats in the
regional parliaments in
Schlesweig-Holstein and Bre-
men.

The Nazi terrorist groups are
much smaller of course. But 15
per cent of Germans says they
sympathise with the aims of the
far right, and 35 per cent want
tougher action against immi-
grants,

Far right groups have found
an audience because in the pre-
sent crisis the Social Democrats
and most of the rest of the left
are discredited.

Responsible

The SPD is seen as being co-
responsible for the crisis and
nearly all the ‘far left’ was in
some way or another Stalinist. It
means we have to rebuild the
left on a new basis out of a new
generation.

Right now a major problem is
the lack of a viable national anti-
fascist campaign to co-ordinate
a major fight back. Each time
there are atgacks the left leads
big mobilisations. But we need
to build a united anti-fascist
fightback.

Hans-Jurgen Schultz is a
leading member of the Avanti
group, German supporters of
the Fourth international.

Rohit Dugal’s family mourn his murder
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Major
silent
on race
hate
speech

TORY MP Winston Chur-
chill’s racist outburst on
May 28 came at the same
time as a vicious racist at-
tack on Asian youth Moham-
med Igbal in Luton.

While Churchill was ex-
pounding his disgusting ideas
17 year old Igbal lay in hospital
with a punctured lung.

Racist speeches by Tory
MPs encourage the thugs that
commit these vicous attacks.
Churchill said ‘the relentless
flow of immigrants must be
halted if we are to preserve the
British way of life’.

Attacking John Major’s

claim that ‘there would always
be an England’ Churchill said,
‘he promises us that 50 years
on from now, spinsters will
still be cycling to Communion
on Sunday mornings — more
like the Muezzin will be calling
Allah’s faithful to the High
Street mosque.’

Churchill trotted out the
time honoured racist rubbish
that Tories always come out
with when they are in political
trouble. In an attempt to pro-
vide a scapegoat for the anger
and bitterness people feel
about the state of Britain he
said, ‘the population of many
of our northern cities is now
well over 50 per cent immi-
grant’.

This is a blatant lie. The ma-
jority of Britain’s black popula-
tion have been born here. Not
one city has a black population
anywhere near that figure.
Bradford’s black population is
fewer than one in six and in
Leeds it is 5.8 per cent.

Churchill’s claims that Brit-
ain is being swamped by ‘immi-
grants’ come at the same time
as the government is about to
implement the Asylum Bill,
making it even harder for peo-
ple to come into the country. It
is more difficult than ever to en-
ter Britain now.

Playing the race card to de-
flect anger about government
policies is dangerous and in-
flammatory at a time of increas-
ing racist attacks and murders.
Churchill’s provocative re-
marks have been condemned:
but significantly not by John
Major — his silence implies sup-
port.

Phil Maxwell

Andrew Wiard

Fortress Europe,
'Racist Europe

The last two weeks have
shown the real face of
racist Europe.

In Germany the govern-
ment passed a new bill re-
stricting immigration just two
days before the outrage of the
murder of five women and
young girls in Solingen by
Nazi thugs. The British gov-
ernment is on the verge of
passing its new Asylum Bill.

And on the very night that
Winston Churchill made his
infamous speech attacking im-
migrants, two Pakistani
youths were brutalised by a
racist gang in Luton.

Meanwhile the new right-
wing government in France is
organising a witch-hunt
against immigrant workers.

But the victims of this ra-
cism are not just immigrant
workers, and those from the

third world seeking asylum.
The victims include tens of
thousands of Bosnian refu-
gees, rapidly becoming
‘Europe’s Palestinians’. Brit-
ain has taken just 4000 refu-
gees from Bosnia; now the
British and other European
governments are determined
to keep the Bosnians out.
Although they are subject
to daily massacres, Foriress
Europe, Racist Europe, is de-

termined to keep them in
camps ‘near their homes’.
Even if they have relatives in
western Europe, they will not
be allowed to come ‘except in
exceptional circumstances’.

The real face of Foriress
Europe is being revealed. The
likes of Churchill, Major and
Kohl just give the green light
to racist attacks. Euro-racism
needs a Europe-wide fight-
back.

Lawrence murder marks new stage

Hear
Kwame
M.A.
Somburu!

A founder member
of Malcolm X’s
Organisation of
Afro-American
Unity, Kwame
Somburu is on a
European tour
organised by the
Fourth International.
“Brixton: TUESDAY
JUNE 22 7.30pm
Lambeth Town Hall
Acre Lane.
Birmingham:
WEDNESDAY JUNE
23 7.30pm Afro
Caribbean Centre
339 Dudley Road.
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The four occupiers: Shelia Gregory is the one on the left

Fighting for pit jobs

Parkside

women

dig in

against
closure

Four women from
Lancashire
Women Against
Pit Closures
(LWAPC) occupied
Parkside pit for
four days
beginning on
Friday 28 May.
HELEN SHAW
spoke to Socialist
Outlook supporter
SHEILA GREGORY
who took part in
the occupation.

‘WE’VE DONE our best to
sustain the men in remaining
stalwart against the pit clo-
sure in the area, we’ve had
our pit camp at Parkside
since 18 January. Our deter-
mination certainly seems to
have helped the men.

-+ We had been planning an oc-
cupation at some point. We were
determined that we should not
take direct action of this sort un-
til it was possible to do so with-
out jeopardising jobs, when all
due processes had been gone
through. But once we got to the
point where the High Court had

Parkside women celebrate occupation

ruled that the ten pits could be
shut we felt that was our mo-
ment to move. The effect it did
have was to stop them serving
redundancy notices or serving
the closure of the pit for another
four days which was quite use-
ful.

Four members of LWAPC
participated in the actual occu-
pation but the whole group
worked on it beforehand and
during from the pit camp.

We mounted a commando
style raid late on Thursday
night, early Friday morning and
approached the pit from a route
we wouldn’t be expected to
come from and gained access to
number one tower without being
spotted.

We got to the top of the tower
which is 260ft, through various
staircases and a series of long
ladders and were seen just as we
were getting onto the roof by the
winder.

To start with management re-
acted with disbelief that we’d
managed to get up there! And
then a lot of anger. They started
using tactics to try and persuade
us to come down like, ‘you’re in
danger’ and various silly things
that they wouldn’t have thought
we’d thought of. We took great
delight in winding them up.

They didn’t know how we

were communicating — we had
a walkie talkie. While we were
up there the four of us worked
out elaborate signalling systems
between ourselves and stood .
and apparently signalled to each
other while various men stood
at points around the colliery
with binoculars trying to work
out what we were doing... it was
quite funny.

Management said they
wouldn’t discuss with the men
what they intended to do until
we finished the occupation. It
wasn'’t fair that the men should
be put in that position by us
being there so we came down.
We’d made our point and we
believe we’ve given the men
some more resolve.

Something that struck me re-
ally forcibly was, that although
it was a difficult thing to do, in
the end how easy it wasto stand
up to these people, how disor-
ganised they were and what lit-
tle effort it takes to overcome
them — just some courage and
determination.

LWAPC is building for the
North West Peoples March
Against Unemployment and Pit
Closures. We are speaking at
various rallies along the route
and we’re organising the final
rally at the pit on Sunday 20
June.’.

On the road for jobs: solidarity with Parkside struggle
Where to find the North West Peoples March

rallies, on to link up at Bury General

The North West
Peoples March Against
Unemployment and Pit
Closures starts on June
17 and culminates in a
mass demonstration
and rally near Parkside
colliery on Sunday 20
June.

There are four different
‘legs’ of the March
starting at different
towns across the North
West.The ‘legs’ will be
linking up with other
workers fighting job
losses and closures.

The March offers the
best opportunity for a
long time to build
support for unlting the
struggles of trade
unionists in the public

and private sectors, cial. -

o 19 JUNE - Start Chorley, march to
those fighting cuts and Wigan for lunchtime rally, onto
unemployment and can  Earjestown.
help to build a long 20 JUNE - Links up with other ‘legs’ at
awaited ﬂghtback Leigh, on to mass demonstration and

N . rally near Parkside colliery.
against the Tories. Further details from Chris Cooper

Various events, rallies
and civic launches
and/or receptions are
being organised along
the route. Details of
the ‘legs’ are as
follows:

The North and
Central Lancashire

leg

17 JUNE - Start Lancaster, march
to Garstang for lunchtime rally, on
to Preston for evening raily and so-
cial.

18 JUNE - Start Preston, march to Ley-
land for lunchtime rally at Leyland DAF,
on to Chorley for evening rally and so- -

Tel: 0524 843512

The Manchester Leg

18 JUNE - Start Stockport 6pm,
march to Withington Hospital for
evening rally and social.

19 JUNE - Start Withington Hospital,
march to Eccles via Chorlton, Stretford,
Ordsall and Salford.

20 JUNE - Start from Leigh to-
gether with other ‘legs’, march to
mass demonstration and rally at

Parkside.
Further details from Rick Sumner Tel:
061 881 3508

The North East and

East Lancashire leg

18 JUNE - Starts at Burnley and Old-
ham. March from Burniey to Rawtansz!
and Oldham to Rochdale for lunchtime

Hospital, march through Bury for civic
reception, evening rally and social.

19 JUNE - Start Bury, march to Bol-
ton for lunchtime rally, on to Ather-
ton to link with supporting march

to Leigh for civic reception, eve-
ning rally and social.

20 JUNE - Start Leigh, march with

other ‘legs’ to Parkside for mass demon-
stration and rally.

Further details from Steve Hall Tel:
0942 884763

The Merseyside leg

18 JUNE - Start Birkenhead, march and
ferry to Liverpool for lunchtime rally, on
to Bootle for evening rally and social.
19 JUNE - Start Bootle, march to
Kirby for lunchtime rally, on to St
Helen’s for reception and rally.
20 JUNE ~ Start St Helen’s, march to
Earlstown to link with other ‘legs’, on to
Leigh and to mass demonstration and
rally near Parkside.
Further details from Alec McFad-
den Tel: 051 709 3995.
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Building the NW

Peoples March

Lancaster gets
organised

By Margaret
Jones (Lancaster
and Morecombe
Miners’ Support
Group)

TRADE unionists,
unemployed people,
students and pensioners of
Lancaster have joined
together to organise the
North and Central
Lancashire leg of the North
West Peoples March
against unemployment and
pit closures.

‘Unite the struggles’ has
been the banner under which
Lancaster and Morecombe
Miners’ Support Group has or-
ganised the community’s fight
back against Tory attacks.

Bus, rail, clerical and com-

munications workers, as well
as teachers, lecturers and un-
employed people have come
together to form a fighting
united front against ruling
class attacks. The focus of the
campaign has been the fight
to save Parkside pit.

The march is the culmina-
tion of eight months of in-
tense struggle since the pit
closures were announced last
year.

Central to this struggle has
been the organisation and ef-
fort of women workers in Lan-
caster.

Their involvement in the La-
nacashire Women Against Pit
Closures movement has
spurred the development of
the fightback against Tory at-
tacks.

They are a key force in or-
ganising the North and central
leg of the North West March.

Manchester
shakes a Leg

By Colin
O’Driscoll (South
Manchester
Miners’ Support
group)

PLANS are well-established
for the Manchester leg of
the North West March
against unemployment and
pit closures.

The march will link up with
health workers from With-
ington Hospital, threatened
with imminent closures, and

strikers from Revell and
George, a local print firm in Sal-
ford..

These workers have been
sacked for rejecting a pay offer.

Support groups in Manches-
ter are using the march as an
opportunity to build solidarity
for the two disputes, as well as
raising awareness of the at-
tacks on jobs and the public
sector as a whole.

Support for the march has
already been pledged from La-
bour Parties, local MPs and
MEPs, trade unions and com-
munity groups.

Socialist Outlook
Public Meeting

Unite the Struggles, Build the Fightback!

SUNDAY 20 JUNE

2.30pm (approx)
(immediately after NW March final rally)

Leigh Arms pub,
near Parkside colliery

Speakers include: Steve Hall and Glenn Vorris
(North West Miners Support Group, Sheila
Gregory (WAPC), Alan Thornett (Socialist

Outlook editorial board).
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Realists want

a revolution

Editorial

It’s forty years since a Commonwealth team
climbed Everest and the Queen came to the
throne. But no wonder the Queen didn’t want
to celebrate. The last forty years has seen the
endless collapse of what was once the world’s
leading capitalist power.

The country that painted
the world map red now can’t
even run adecent railway sys-
tem. When head teachers
shower derision on a govern-
ment minister something is
rotten in the whole system.

In 1953 the trend of decline
was hidden by the beginning
of post-war economic expan-
sion.

A bright new world seemed
on offer; confidence in pro-
gress was universal, and a re-
turn to the conditions of the
1930s seemed unthinkable.
Even if Britain had ceded the
role of dominant capitalist
power to the United States,
nonetheless Britain was one
of the major world powers and visibly getting
richer. .

Forty years on all that is in tatters. Two world
wars destroyed the Empire, the base of Britain’s
economic dominance. Now Britain is in relentless
decline.

The British ruling class may have had its con-
fidence shaken but important sections are doing
all right thank you. That’s the tremendous paradox
of the decline of British capitalism; the domestic
economy is in ruins, but the ruling class is still
among the richest in the world.

Investment

There may be no Empire forced to accept Brit-
ish manufacturing exports, but there is massive
British investment abroad, reaping a huge tribute
to sections of the British ruling class. Britain’s
rulers are increasingly a rentier class, making prof-
its from foreign investments and financial serv-
ices, while the best brains in the upper middle
classes head straight for the free-charging profes-
sions rather than manufacturing.

But such an arrangement is temporary. A secure
imperialism needs a strong domestic base. With-
out a revival of British industry it will all end in
ignominious collapse.

Ruling class comprehension of the decline was

270t WS w3 s e =ally oo 3

slow in coming; when it did, it took the form of
Margaret Hilda Thatcher. But Thatcherism turned
out to be half a plan; attacking the unions and
collapsing the welfare state couldn’t substitute for
industrial renewal.

Yuppies

Decline was again hidden in the 1980s ‘yuppie’
boom, when deregulation of the City and property
speculation created the in-
flationary boom which
has now so obviously
turned into near-slump.

The stench of decay is
everywhere in Britain.
Rotten housing, rotten
transport, low wages and
long hours, mass unem-
ployment, the war without
end in Ireland, the desper-
ate poverty of millions of
the elderly, crime epidem-
ics, moral panics, youth ri-
ots, get-rich-quick
privatisations — even the
precipitous decline of the
quality of television over
the last 15 years (no won-
der there are so many re-
peats).

With the collapse of so much of the post-war
order, the ideology of post-war Labourism — the
mixed economy and the welfare state has also
collapsed, leaving half-baked notions about the
market in its place.

What is remarkable against this background is
that the ruling class have got away with so much,
without having to face Italian-style terrorism or
US-scale urban uprisings.

One thing is now absolutely clear: the British
ruling class lacks the economic means and politi-
cal will to reconstitute British capitalism — at least
unless a fundamentally new social and political
order, some form of authoritarian state rule, is
created — and we are many years from such possi-
bilities. Only the working class can rebuild Brit-
ain; and only by becoming the ruling class.

That in turn of course require a political vision,

a determination to break with all the old crap, a
clear understanding that a patient with muitiple
injuries needs more than sticking plaster. All these
things are totally foreign to the leadership of the
TUC and the Labour Party.

When the world of full employment and the
friendly bobby has changed into that of the dole
queue and the riot police only utopians think John
Smith or maybe Paddy Ashdown can change any-
thing. Realists want a revolution.

TvidoLids
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Tuffin has been forced to back June 19 demo - but will Jordan come?

TimeXx strikers
reject sell-out

By Chris Brooks

LAST WEEK’S rejection of
a 27 per cent pay cut ‘of-
fered’ to Timex strikers
has helped push TUC Presi-
dent Alan Tuffin into back-
ing a June 19
demonstration called by
the strike committee.

The employers proposal re-
sulted from weeks of talks be-
tween the multinational
company and senior AEEU of-
ficial Jimmy Airlie (one-time
leader of the Upper Clyde
Shipbuilders work-in).

Interviewed by ITN, the
company’s Norwegian owner
said the union considered the
offer to he fair!

As well as a pay cut, the
deal reduced company contri-
butions to pensions, lowered
canteen subsidies, brought

down sick pay and extended
the qualifying time.

On top of that, the 343
workers locked out were of-
fered their jobs back on condi-
tion of a “skills test’. This
allowed the company to still
sack the workers they didn’t
want back.

The harsh terms have quite
a simple idea behind them.
The US-based multinational
wants a massive facility to
produce goods for sale
around the world. They offer
the same pay and conditions
in Dundee as they’d offer at
new factory in the developing
world.

Pinned down by angry post-
al workers at the recent UCW
conference, Tuffin called for
the TUC and Scottish TUC to
mobilise for the June 19 dem-
onstration — ‘not just to pass
resolutions but to get stuck

into building support’. Strik-
ers have also called for a
women’s demonstration on
Friday June 11.

The Timex strike repre-
sents the fightback against a
new wave of pay cuts which
European employers are try-
ing to force on working peo-
ple as the recession deepens
into a full-blown slump.

If the full weight of the la-
bour movement is brought to
bear in the Timex dispute the
rights of every worker will be
more secure.

W Send donations and re-
quests for speakers to Timex
strike, 2 Union St, Dundee
DD1 4HB. Phone 0382 22406.

W The women’s demonstra-
tion starts 7am on Friday June
11.

M The mass demonstration
Starts 6am on Saturday June
19.

Prepare for post-merger fight

UNISON: Left
must be built

UNISON ~ the merger of
NALGO, NUPE and COHSE,
comes into existence on 1 July.

That's why this week’s
Brighton NALGO conference
has many less resolutions and
amendments than before —
everything decided will be
open to question in UNISON.
Nonetheless the left faces im-
portant battles, not least the
fight to build an organised left
in UNISON.

The new union will be the
country’s biggest. But while
the left has always been strong
in NALGO, it has been less in-
fluential and organised in
NUPE and COHSE.

But the new union will imme-
diately be in the forefront of
key struggles, as the biggest
union in local government, the
health service and in numerous
public services. All these are
under attack from cuts, com-
petitive tendering, redundan-
cies and privatisation. _

The danger from the merger
process is that if the left
doesn’t organise across the
three former unions, the right

wing in NALGO can link up
with the Bickerstaffe-Sawyer
NUPE leadership to-pull the
new union into mainstream
new realism.

That's why a meeting is be-
ing held at NALGO conference
to discuss the possibilities of a
united UNISON left; the meet-
ing is sponsored by NEC mem-
ber Roger Bannister, Islington
branch secretary Brian Gardner
and Bromley branch secretary
Glen Kelly.

. Key issues at NALGO confer-
ence will include the fight to
commit the union to breaking
the 1.5 per cent pay limit; to de-
fend NALGO policy of full
oppposition to anti-union laws
and carry that into UNISON;
and to challenge general secre-
tary Alan Jinkinson’s repudia-
tion of the Islington nursery

" occupation.

NALGO fringe meeting: For
Fighting Socialist Policies
in UNISON. Wednesday 16
June, 6pm, Brighthelm
Centre, North Rd.,
Brighton.

Graeme Cookson

Postal workers

shift left

By Jon Green
(Communication
Workers
Fightback)

THE UCW annual conference
gave a clear indication to the
leadership that the manage-
ment offensive had to be
stopped. The mood of confer-
ence was reflected in vote af-
ter vote overturning the
national officers by big ma-
jorities.

There were a number of clear
victories for the left, including an
immediate claim for a 35 hour
gross working week and opposi-
tion to any attempt to remove the
trade unions from the selection
of Parliamentary candidates.

Days of action

There were calls for the TUC
to call days of action against un-
employment and privatisation,
and for a voluntary levy of the
membership to prepare for strike
action against the privatisation
of the Post Office.

The only two major defeats for

the left were on support for the
Public Sector Alliance and oppo-
sition to the Maastricht treaty.

Conference unanimously
passed an emergency resolution
committing the UCW to build the
next mass demonstration at
Timex.

At the sectional conferences
the mood of anger threatened to
boil over at times. Underlying the
membership’s dissatisfaction
has been the UCW leadership's
practice of signing agreements
without balloting the member-
ship. The conference passed a
number of resolutions that at-
tempt to tie the leadership’s
hands in negotiations.

Distrust of the leadership was
also reflected in the adoption of
a resolution calling for a special
conference on the NCU/UCW
merger.

The left was organised around
a new bulletin, ‘Communication
Workers Fightback’. The modest
steps forward in organising the
left need to be build upon. The
UCW leadership are notorious
for surviving rocky conferences
and spending the next year sell-
ing the membership down the
river.

Post and Telecom workers will unify at last

MSF delegates tame
‘moderate’ Lyons

By Glenn
Sutherland,
Delegate, St

Pancras Branch

(personal

capacity)

ACCORDING to the press,
the 1993 annual conference
of MSF (Manufacturing,
Science and Finance Union)
was to be a triumph of mod-
eration and ‘realism’.

In the event, delegates sent
new General Secretary Roger
Lyons home with a bloody
nose.

The London Region left, or-
ganised around Network 90,
had prioritised motions and
amendments including Maas-
tricht and trade union/Labour
Party links.

The debate on the Maastricht
treaty was taken as John Smith
waited to address conference.
Delegates voted by a sizeable
majority to oppose the terms of
the treaty — social chapter or no
social chapter.

Lyons poses

The debate on Trade Un-
ion/Labour Party links the next
morning was to have far more
significance as MSF is the
fourth largest affiliate to the La-
bour Party.

At the pre-conference NEC,
Lyons proposed all the motions
on the links should be remitted
to the NEC.

This would have allowed
him to use the results of an in-
ternal MSF consultation exer-
cise to negotiate a deal with the
Labour Party leadership and the
MSF delegation to vote for such
a deal at Labour Party Confer-
ence in October.

In the event the NEC unani-
mously rejected Lyons’ pro-

posal and supported a resolu-
tion committing MSF to the
status quo. This was carried by
Conference by a huge majority,
with only a handful of votes
against.

An emergency motion was
then carried by a two to one
majority committing the MSF
delegation to Labour Party con-
ference to vote in line with
Composite G,- making MSF’s
position watertight (on a formal
basis, anyway).

The significance of the votes
at MSF conference is that they
will strengthen the resolve of
other major affiliates in oppos-
ing Smith’s attempt to break the
links.

Network 90, the only left for-
mation not to be corrupted by
factional manoeuvring at na-
tional level, must broaden out
its London base to involve more
contacts from other Regions.
Next year is a rule change con-
ference, and the left must start
preparing now.

Contact Network 90 at: Net-
work 90, c/o Alison Miles, 43
Dassett Road, London SE27
OUF
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Cuban trade
collapse

CUBA may suspend most
of its sugar trade aftera
slump of over one-third in
the sugar harvest. it is
hoped that the harvest, the
worst since the 1959
revolution, will still meet
the oil-for-sugar barter
deal with Russia. It was
the blockaded islands
chronic oil shortage that
caused the poor harvest.
Mechanical farming and
transport has had to be
replaced with hand-cutting
and ox-drawn carts. A
tropical storm in March
further reduced the harvest.

Yeltsin silences
Congress speaker

RUSSIAN President Boris
Yeltsin denied his chief rival
a chance to speak when the
new Constituent Assembly
opened last week. Designed
by Yeltsin to quickly ap-
prove his draft constitution,
the Assembly had a major-
ity of his supporters who
proceeded to drown out the
attempts of parliamentary
speaker Ruslan Khusbula-
tov to speak.

Yeltsin’s plan is to introduce
a more powerful presidency
that would limit the ability of
the opposition to organise po-
litically through the Soviets,
councils and parliaments.

Li Peng ‘disappears’

LI PENG, the member of
the Chinese leadership
most associated with the
1989 Tiananmen Square
massacre, has been
absent for nearly two
months from the public
eye. The Bejing Foreign
Ministry says the 65-year
old has a ‘cold’.

Some rumours suggest Li
has suffered a heart attack,
but his disappearance may in-
dicate a permanent depar-
ture. Li is thought to be
unpopular with western gov-
ernments; his removal could
help the Chinese stalinists to
widen the market there.

ANC corruption
investigation.

An internal African National
Congress investigation is
underway into a trust run by
ANC President Nelson Man-
dela and his deputy Walter
Sisulu. Batho Batho trust
owns the Thebe investment
corporation which was to re-
ceive 20% of a national mo-
nopoly on school textbooks.
The investigation is thought
to centre on the activities of
the investment company
and where its profits go to.

Cambodia

IS
Pol
Pot
on

the way back in?

By Paul Clarke

THE RESULT of the UN-or-
ganised elections in Cambo-
dia could bring Pol Pot’s
Khmer Rouge guerrillas
back into a coalition govern-
ment, despite their refusal to
participate in the elections.

Four million people voted, 85
per cent of registered electors.
This was a victory of the UN
task force Untac, and Hun Sen’s
Cambodian People’s Party gov-
ernment.

But although the Khmer
Rouge failed to disrupt the elec-
tions, so far it is the Funcinpec

- coalition led by former ruler

Prince Norodom Sihanouk
which is leading the count. Si-
hanouk’s support is particularly
strong in the capital Phnom

Penh.

Sihanouk is pledged to ‘na-

tional reconciliation’, which de-
coded means bringing the
Khmer Rouge into a coalition
government. It would be an ob-
scene result if the mass murder-
ers led by Pol Pot came back
into the government.

The Khmer Rouge have been
treated with great respect by the
United Nations which refers to
them by their official name —the
‘Democratic Forces of Cambo-
dia’. Pol Pot has only survived
because of the aid lavished on
his soldiers by the United States,
Britain and China.

Cambodia is littered with
land mines, mainly laid by the
Khmer Rouge; they have re-
sulted in tens of thousands los-
ing limbs. The instructors who
taught the Khmer Rouge this
form of warfare were from Brit-

ain’s SAS, a fact that the gov-
ernment has persistently tried to
cover up.

The elections, held in condi-
tions of virtual partition of the
country between different
armed factions, have been
forced on Cambodia by the ‘in-
ternational community’.

Blockade

Through most of the 1980s
the US ensured a virtual eco-
nomic blockade because of the
presence of Vietnamese troops,
and its characterisation of the
Hun Sen government as a ‘pup-
pet’ of the Vietnamese.

It was those same Vietnam-
ese that by their 1979 invasion
which crushed Pol Pot’s geno-
cidal regime.

The Cambodian Peoples
Party has asked the UN to stop

declaring election results be-
cause of ‘irregularities’ in the
counting. This is a sure sign that
they expect to lose. If they do, it
will be because of Sihanouk’s
promise to end the fighting; the
appeal to ‘peace’ has a tremen-
dous impact in a country so war-
weary —in the same way asit did
in the 1991 election in Nicara-
gua.

But if the result is contested
or a Funcinpec victory there is
no guarantee that the CPP will
acceptit. A return to all-out war,
and western aid to Pol Pot
would be the probable result.

The irony is that Sun Hen’s
government is very clear in its
willingness to accept a market
economy and the diktats of the
IMF and World Bank. ButinUS
eyes must be ditched because of
his former alliance with the Vi-
etnamese.

Electoral blow for
Sri Lankan regime

By K. Govindan

mocracy.

tion of Westminster-style de-

Assassination

PROVINCIAL council results in the
May elections were embarrassing for
the ruling United National Party (UNP)
but of little comfort to the opposition.

The Sri Lankan Freedom Party-led alli-
ance won control of the prestigious Western
province, which is the commercial and po-
litical hub of the island.

A split from the UNP, the Democratic
United National Front (DUNF), was dam-
aged by the assassination of its leader Lalith
Athulathmudali.

Tt will join forces in two other provinces
leaving only four provinces in outright
DUNF control. Elections were not held in
the mainly Tamil North east province due to
the ongoing war. However, neither the war
nor the economic and social mess of free
market policies were the main issues. In-
stead the opposition concentrated on the

imperial style and abuse of power by Presi- -

dent Prétnadasa.
Their main agitation was for the abolition
of the executive presidency and the restora-

With Premadasa’s assassi-
nation on a May Day march and
the installation of DB Wi-
Jjetunge, who promises to break
with his predecessors authori-
tarian style, the ground was
pulled from under their feet.

Both the SLFP and DUNF
support the government’s pro-
IMF austerity and privatisation
policies, and are hardline oppo-
nents of any deal with the
Tamils.

Thus the vote they captured
was an anti-government vote,
rather than one for positive
policies.

The left electoral front led by the Fourth
Internationalist Nava Sama Samaja Party
polled a creditable 60,000 votes, but won
only one seat.

Many workers had voted for the ‘left’
faction in the SFLP led by Chandrika Ku-
maratunge who is now Chief Minister in

Western Province. She is also supported by
the reformist LSSP and Communist Party,
who see the SFLP as a vehicle for socialism.
Chandrika’s public embrace of market
economics and the deteriorating economy
means that disillusioned workers and disaf-
fected youth will be looking for an alterna-
tive. This is the challenge for the real left.







