e

BLACK LIBERATION &
SOCIALISM - pp8-9

When capitalists led
ENGLISH REVOLUTION

Who 7pwa§s Tory piper? p10
FINGERS IN THE TILL - p3

‘Desperate’ John
Major, aiready the
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| Prime Minister

| since records
began. Still not
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® ROBBERY

Billions ripped off
from Britain’s poorest
families. Nationalised
industries stolen and
sold off. Jobs stolen

k¢ from over 4 million
B workers.

Conspired to launch
senseless siaughter
in iraq, and
continuing violence in
ireland.

® RECEIVING

Secret donations of
stolen cash from top
criminals and spivs.
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growing charges for
NHS prescriptions
and care of frail
eiderly.

© VANDALISM

Wanton destruction
of whole industries.

© FRAUD

Masqueraded as
alternative to
Thatcher.
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Le Pen driven out by Manslaughter
verdict shocks
Ashiq’s family

by Simon Deville

THE TECHNICAL Group
of the European Right, the

group of fascist MEPs, have ¢

been unable to find a hotel
that will accept their booking
in either Edinburgh or Dub-
lin, as a result of the efforts
of local anti-fascists.

On June 21 the French Front }

National (FN) announced Le
Pen’s planned visit to Edin-
burgh, at which point anti-fas-
cists started organising to
ensure that Europe’s leading
fascist would not visit the city
unopposed.

Separate

Although the Anti Nazi
League and the Anti Racist Al-
liance had both been given in-
formation that Le Pen was not
due to arrive until Tuesday July
6, both groups insisted on or-
ganising demos separately on
Monday 5.

Despite the danger of these
protest demos taking the anger
out of any mobilisations during
the fascist’s visit, within a few
days the Scottish Campaign
against Le Pen (SCALP) was
formed as an umbrella group,
drawing in all major anti-fascist
forces in the city, and a week of
action was planned to drive Le
Pen out.

With the threat of such mili-
tant action the Sheraton Hotel
decided “for the safety and con-
venience of its guests and staff”
that they would cancel the book-

anti-fascist threat

No welcome in Britain for the French fascist, whose
extravagant use of EC expenses payments to
subsidise binges for far-right Euro-MPs has recently
hit the headlines.

ing. Soon afterwards every
other major hotel in the city an-
nounced that they would not ac-
cept the fascists either.

Having given up on Edin-
burgh, they then announced that
they would be going to the
Fitzpatrick Hotel in Dublin in-
stead.

Umbrella group

This announcement lead to
the formation of a similar um-
brella group — the Irish Cam-
paign Against Fascism (ICAF)
through which a similar hostile
reception was planned.

Within acouple of days of the

formation of ICAF the Fitzpa-
trick Hotel announced that it
was “overbooked” and that the
group’s booking was made “in
error’.

At the time of going to press
the fascists are now trying to
find a hotel in Rome that will
accept them, so let’s hope that
Italian anti-fascists can give
them a further humiliation.

This attempted visit by Le
Pen is of significance both in
proving the effectiveness of
united, militant anti-facist ac-
tion and in showing Le Pen that
fascists cannot organise openly
wherever they choose.

e
Timex strikers, print
union back Bosnia aid

By Geoff Lowe

WHILE imperialism has
given the green light to the
reactionary regimes in
Serbia and Croatia to carve
up Bosnia the international
workers’ movement is — at
long last - beginning to
oppose this crime.

The national conference of
the 270,000 strong Graphical,
Paper and Media Union
(GPMU) has agreed to support
the aid convoy organised by
Workers’ Aid for Bosnia.

Further support has been
given by the Timex strikers.
The convoy will now depart
from Dundee on August 9 af-
ter a mass picket of the Timex
plant. The decision to link
support for the convoy with
support for their own fight
shows a remarkable level of
internationalist conscious-
ness amongst the Timex work-
ers.

Bosnian miner Almir
Baralic was given a tremen-

dous reception when he
spoke at the end of the recent
People’s March for Jobs in
the North West. His emotional
account of how the Bosnian
miners endured hardship in
order to support British min-
ers in their 1985 strike has en-
couraged activists to get
support for the convoy
throughout the North West.

Other Bosnians living in
Britain — including Indiana
Harper of the Bosnia-Herze-
govina Information Centre —
are actively involved in the
campaign.

London busworkers at
Leaside garages have added
their support - some of them
willing to drive to ex-Yugosla-
via.

Barking & Dagenham, Bex-
ley, Bury & Radcliffe and
Leicester Trades Councils are
also helping build the convoy.

International support has
come from the Belgian Metal-
workers Union, the perse-
cuted Turkish daily paper
Aydinlik and the Belgian and
Swedish sections of the
Fourth International. Bus

workers in'Athens have been
asked to help.

Well known writers on ex-
Yugosiavia Branka Magas and
Catherine Samary are giving
their backing.

Itis only a few weeks since
the idea of the convoy was
first put forward. The support
so far shows it /s possible for
the workers’ movement to put
forward an alternative to the
policies of the EC govern-
ments.

We need to build on this in-
itial support to ensure the con-
voy is a huge success.

Socialist Outiook calls on all
its supporters to raise this vi-
tal issue in their union
branch, Labour Party,
women’s group, workplace or
wherever they can to ensure
that the people of Bosnia are
not abandoned to the cynical
destruction of their country
sanctioned by Major, Clinton
and co.

Further details from
Workers Aid for Bosnia,
081964 9799.

By Jack Starkey

ASHIQ Hussain, a 21-
year old taxi driver who
leaves a wife and child,
was murdered last Au-
gust when he went to aid
a colleague being har-
assed by three racists.

One of them stabbed him to
death. On Wednesday 30 June
at Birmingham Crown Court
the murderer received a five-
year sentence for manslaugh-
ter.

Not charged

The police and court re-
fused to recognise the racist
nature of the murder and even
refused to put the murderer’s
accomplices up on charges of
complicity.

Ashiq’s father, Mohammed
Igbal, said:

‘The murderer should never
have been allowed out on
leave from prison. We are writ-
ing to the Home Office and de-
manding an enquiry. The
sentence was a disgrace. We
demand justice’.

Mark Jarvis, the murderer,
was on home leave from Win-
son Green prison, where he
was serving twelve years for
burglary and the violent rape
of a school-girl.

A security officer stated
‘Jarvis’s record was a horror

story. He assaulted officers,
bullied prisoners, led two jail-
breaks and a serious assault on
an Asian prisoner.

‘He is an inveterate racist
and criminal and a danger to
others if released’.

Jarvis even hurled racist
abuse at Ashiq’s family at the
preliminary hearing.

Birmingham Campaign
Against Racism and Fascism
(CARF) and the Ashiq Memo-
rial Committee will be assist-
ing the family in gaining their
demands.

They call on the labour
movement and black commu-
nity for support. A picket was
mounted throughout the trial,
several leaflets distributed and
meetings held to raise the is-
sues. :

The real need for black self-
organisation and defence
could not be more essential
with the rise in attacks and cal-
lous indifference of the state.

For further information on
other initiatives, messages of
support, affiliation and dona-
tions contact:

B CARF(B), CAMC PO
Box 1854, Camphill, Bir-
mingham B11 INJ].

M Ashiq Hussain Memo-
rial Committee, PO Box
1854, Camphill, Birming-
ham B11 INJ

B Birmingham Racist At-
tacks Monitoring Unit, 021
454 9500.

.
Birmingham to
demonstrate
against racist

attack

By Jack Starkey,
Birmingham
Campaign
Against Racism
& Fascism

ABIG response from the local
community and labour move-
ment is expected on Saturday
10 July, when a demonstra-
tion will be held in support of
Clive Forbes, the victim of a
brutal racist attack on Wyley
Birch estate, Birmingham.

The march will leave Falken-
ers Farm Road at noon and rally
at Salford Park Stadium,
Erdington.

Speakers will include the fam-
ily of Stephen Lawrence and
other victims of racist attacks.
Leafleting has been taking place
across the area for several weeks
and the response has been ex-
cellent.

Clive was the victim of an un-
provoked racist attack, reported
in our last issue, on 13 July after
racist harassment from a gang.
Two white men carried out the
attack with iron bars and left
Clive with a fractured skull and
broken leg.

He is still seriously ill in hos-
pital. Unfortunately, Birming-
ham’s council has refused to
rehouse his heavily-pregnant
partner Yvonne.

Those accused of the racist
assault appear in Sutton Cold-
field court on Thursday 15 July.
A picket will be mounted de-
manding they are found guilty of
attempted murder, receiving
maximum sentences; justice for
Clive and his family, nothing
less.

Contact the Clive Forbes
Support Committee, Oaklands
Sports & Social Centre, Oak-
lands Rd, Handsworth, Bir-
mingham. Telephone 021 523
7702.
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Changing

mood
Johns

puts
under

pressure

Editorial

TO SAY that the Tories are in crisis
has become a truism.

Polls show 90% of the population are
dissatisfied with the way they are running
the country and only 19% are satisfied
with the performance of John Major.
These are the worst ratings for a govern-
ment since records began.

The present level of Tory disarray is
qualitatively different.

The sacking of Lamont was a public
admission that Britain is still in the depths
of recession — a recession now gripping
much of Europe.

Clarke’s appointment as Chancellor
has left the Tory right feeling betrayed
and alienated over economic policy.

By-elections

These economic conditions were the
driving force behind their electoral catas-
trophes in Newbury and the county coun-
cils. Now face the Christchurch
by-election threatens another political
disaster. John Major’s political survival
is in the balance — it now seems he has
until next year to change things or go.

The dominant economic problem is
how Clarke can reduce the £50 billion
deficit in public spending — a deficit
which is expected to rise by a further £10
billion next year.

Tory economic policy demands this
reduction for two reasons: the unaccept-
able level of the deficit itself and the
Maastricht criteria for European Mone-

tary Union, which require deficits to be
cut to no more than 3% of GDP.

Either way, the Tories require a mas-
sive attack on the welfare state and in-
creases in taxation. Clarke’s Autumn
budget is likely to contain the biggest
round of cuts and job losses ever seen in
one package.

The government’s chronic weakness
has not stopped its programme of legisla-
tion and attacks on the working class.
Why can it go on with these attacks and
when it is so weak and unpopular?

The key factor is the abysmal lack of
opposition from union leaders, the TUC,
Labour’s low-profile front bench, and in
the work-places.

Yet there has been a modest but impor-
tant change. The ‘new realists’ are still in
charge, but they face a crisis of confi-
dence and perspective. The recent sting-
ing attack on the Labour leadership by
right wing GMB leader John Edmonds
shows the new pressures which are there.

Scargill

The willingness of TGWU leader Bill
Morris to echo Arthur Scargill’s warn-
ings that the unions might take their af-
filition fees elsewhere if John Smith
succeeds in breaking their historic links
with Labour also indicate a new tension
in the labour bureaucracy.

The coal crisis last October was a real
opportunity for a radical change. This
was only partially realised and the miners
have now been defeated. Paradoxically,

.though defeated over pit closures, the

miners have been a catalyst for a limited

Time to engineer a national strike to put pressure on Tories

revival of struggle and confidence in the
movement as a whole.

The victory of the teaching unions
over SATS was the biggest defeat suf-
fered by the government since the poll tax
debacle. Another Tory flagship has been
sunk - at least for this year.

The Timex strike and the response to
it is another example of the important but
limited change of mood. Most strikes are
a response to massive attacks on the
workers involved, but at last the begin-
nings of resistance are emerging as the
employers’ offensive goes ahead with
full force.

The resulting higher levels of struggle
have been reflected in the union confer-
ences. The left won a majority in the
elections for the NCU Executive, and the
conference swung to the left — as did
those of the MSF, UCW and NALGO.
Again this shows a marked rise in confi-
dence at the base of the unions.

Although there will be much arm
twisting of union delegates over the sum-
mer, there are already signs that compro-
mises are being discussed in order to
prevent John Smith facing a disastrous
platform defeat over the issue of union
links at Labour’s conference in October.

Socialists should not exaggerate this

upturn in struggle and renewed confi-
dence but it does open up new opportu-
nities for the left. We should not look for
spectacular developments, although they
are not excluded.

Anti-union laws

The movement is starting from a long
way back. New realism is still there. The
anti-union laws are still there and being
strengthened and the level of activists has
been dramatically reduced. We should
expect that the present up-turn will con-
tinue and strengthen.

The next stage may well need an all-
out strike by a national union to get it off
the ground. Increased confidence — the
vital ingredient for strike action is there,
and will continue to generate a higher
level of class struggle than the last couple
of years.

The example of the SATs victory is
important for the left. It was a victory
won not from the top of the teaching
unions but from their base. The boycott
was fought for by the left and in particu-
lar the Socialist Teachers’ Alliance in the
NUT. The opportunities for such organ-
isation are now opening up elsewhere:
they must not be missed.

chairman of both the Conserva-

A regular look at
the world of
business,
compiled by
INSIDER DEALER

Hunt the organ

NISSAN UK managing director
Michael Hunt copped eight
years in the slammer last week
for his role in Britain’s biggest-
ever tax dodge, which ripped
off the Inland Revenue by at
least £97 million.

This sort of thing makes
even my income tax returns
look honest.

The real mastermind behind
the scheme, Octav Botnar, has
legged it to Switzerland after
bunging the Tories a chicken-
feed £1 million. | don’t sup-
pose he’s any more likely to
return than Asit Nadir.

The scam worked like this.
Nissan UK directors bumped
up the supposed freight
charges on the cars they im-
ported into Britain by 40 per
cent, paying out on false in-
voices submitted by their bud-
dies at a Norwegian shipping
agent, and offset the money
against corpgration tax. The dif-
ference was then laundered
through banks in Bermuda and
Switzerland.

Hunt personally pocketed
£55 million, and the Inland
Revenue only want £30 million
back. So even after £2 million
court costs, he is still £23 mil-
lion to the good. In the unlikely
event of Hunt doing all his por-
ridge, that’s £3 million a year,
which is even more than |
make.

Hunt, incidentally, used a
small fraction of the dough to
install a Wurlitzer cinema or-
gan in his West Sussex home,
which at the touch of button
would rise through the living
room floor. Personally, | make
do with a decent hi-fi instead.

Adding
insulation to

injury?

MORE on Tory dodgy donors.
A double-glazing boss who
gave the Conservative Party
£25,000 is now facing Serious
Fraud Office charges on two
counts of intent to defraud

customers.

John Morris was head of
Therm-a-Stor, which went
bust in 1990 owing £14 mil-
lion, and a personal mate of
Maggie. Our glorious prime
minister even opened a fac-
tory in Peterborough for him
ten years ago.

Morris is now on bail of
£250,000 until his trial begins
in Birmingham in September.
I hope SFO are checking the
bookings at both Cyprus Air-
ways and Swissair.

Du Canned

THIS WEEK’S rich-Tory-down-
on-his-luck slot features Sir Ed-
ward du Cann, former

tive Party and Lonrho. He
called a meeting of his credi-
tors last month, offering to re-
pay his debts at 40p in the
pound in a bid to stave off per-
sonal bankruptcy.

Tunnelling out?

THOMAS EAST, a project man-
ager on the Channel Tunnel,
will be spending two years as
a guest of Her Maj after tak-
ing £250,000 in bribes for
passing on confidential de-
tails of pipework contracts to
two so-called ‘information
brokers’.

Information brokers are
‘self-employed traders in de-
tails about pending con-
tracts’. Basically, they find
out what your competitor has
bid for the work, and sell you
the inside dirt for oodles of
spondulicks, enabling you to
undercut the offer. And how
do they find out what your
competitor bid for the work?
Best you don’t ask, squire.

ST g
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Labour’s links still under threat

Union chiefs score
easy points over
bankrupt Smith

By Pete Firmin

JOHN EDMONDS of the
GMB said it first. Now, Arthur
Scargill, in his address to the
NUM conference, has repeated
1t.

There is a connection be-
tween the desire of leading La-
bour Party figures to break the
party’s links with the unions and
their failure effectively to op-
pose the Tory government.

Scargill questioned the value
of unions being affiliated to La-
bour if it fails to fight for the
working class.

Now, Bill Morris of the
TGWU has asked, in a rather
muted Tribune article, what
would be the point of affiliation
if unions are excluded from the
election of party leader and the
selection of parliamentary can-
didates.

Morris has also called for
sharp rises in income tax on
high earners, and, along with
Edmonds is backing a Full Em-
ployment Forum, a brainchild
of MP Bryan Gould, defeated
opponent of John Smith in last
year’s Labour leadership con-
test.

Union leaders are right to
comment on the feeble perform-
ance of the Party. With the To-
ries in dire trouble, the Labour
Party leadership is once again
sitting back and hoping that the
government’s unpopularity will
deliver victory in a general elec-
tion which could be as much as

four years away.

Nothing is further from their
minds than building campaigns
indefence of the pits, against the
new Employment Law or in
solidarity with those in struggle.

Yet Edmonds, Morris and the
rest cannot escape their own
complicity in the situation.

They, more than anybody
else, enabled Kinnock to beat
back the left gains of the early
1980s, including opposition to
all the Tory anti-union laws.
The fact that they have begun to
balk at this late stage is a reflec-
tion of how far Labour policy
has gone.

What really worries them is
the threat to their own influence
over policy and elections.

This explains why they show
less concern about union par-
ticipation in selecting parlia-
mentary candidates, where the
unions are involved at branch
level.

Judging by the results of re-
cent union conferences it might
appear that the proposals to
break the Party/Union links are
dead in the water, with only the
AEEU supporting the proposal
to totally exclude affiliated un-
ions from decision-making.

Smith’s announcement that
he will hold a plebiscite of party
members on the issue seems like
the last gasp of someone who
knows he is on a loser.

But it is more complicated
than that. Various union leaders,
among them Edmonds, Sawyer
of NUPE and Lyons of MSF
(despite conference policy)

have indicated their willingness
to consider schemes such as
‘levy-plus’ — union members
paying on top of the political
levy to become members of the
Labour Party — or a register of
levy-paying party supporters
for the purposes of balloting.

These involve a considerable
shift away from collective deci-
sion-making by union mem-
bers. Smith has indicated his
readiness to consider such
ideas.

It is more than likely that in
the run-up to party conference a
‘compromise’ will be drawn up
along these lines and pressure
put on union executives and
delegations to accept it rather
than rock the boat.

Given the overwhelming ver-
dict of union conferences this

Joining the Scargill camp? Bill Morris talks tough

would be a serious setback and
only lead to the misnamed
‘modernisers’ coming back to
complete the job in a couple of
years, probably arguing that the
halfway house scheme wasn’t
working.

Party and union activists
should use the run-up to Labour
Party conference to step up the
pressure to maintain a collective
union input into selections,
elections and policy-making at
all levels and stop any conces-
sions.

We should also be arguing
for union leaders to act on their
words and formulate alternative
policies that defend jobs, union
rights and living standards and
lead a fight to commit the La-
bour Party to them.

Mines massacre:

‘DON’T organise, mourn!’
This is the bold new policy
adopted by the Trades Union
Congress to combat the To-
ries’ drive to shut down much
of Britain’s remaining coal in-
dustry.

After thwarting every attempt
to build for effective action on the

OOK
S AL HY

foundations of last autumn’s
massive protests against the
plans, the TUC have placed big
adverts in national daily newspa-
pers calling for attendance at a
‘vigil’ outside Downing Street.
As the adverts explain ‘the
situation is [now] actually
worse...It is widely accepted that,
not 31, but 38 pits will be closed

Second-hand books on sale
SATURDAY JULY 17, noon {ill 5pm
Gorefield House Community Centre,
Canterbury Rd, NWé (Kilburn Park Tube)

by the end of the year'.
And they castigate the govern-

ment for ‘cynically believing that

the simple lapse of time between
October and July has been
enough to turn moral outrage
into apathy’.

In fact, miners facing redun-
dancy have been anything but
apathetic and they have enjoyed
the support of plenty of other
people.

At a rally during the North
West Peoples March for Jobs last
month miners’ leader Arthur
Scargill called for a 24-hour stop-
page against all redundancies —
not just those in the pits.

If the TUC’s Campaign for
Jobs and Recovery is to have any
reality, militants must push for
that body to support Scargill's
call,

Brighton
witch-hunt
runs out
of steam

By Mark
Thompson

TO THE EVIDENT dismay of
the new realist careerists
behind the witch-hunt in
Brighton, the Labour
Party’s National Constitu-
tional Comittee has given
token reprimands to three
former councillors.

They were accused of ‘ac-
tivity against the Labour
Party’ — meaning disagreeing
with the local Labour group
leadership.

The hearings were becom-
ing an embarrassment for the
parly hierarchy, with each de-
fendant taking a whole day to-
bring half a dozen completely
new witnesses, and the prose-
cution only managing the
same embittered four or five
(at most) who appeared at the
previous thirteen hearings.

The first eight defendants,
all Militant supporters, barely
fought their cases and were
all expelled. The following
five received sentences rang-
ing from one to three years
suspension from holding of-
fice in the Party.

Jean Calder, Fiona Roberts
and Hilary Metcalf were the
three reprimanded. Hilary is
still a councillor but Labour
group are refusing to let her
back in, although they have
never taken disciplinary ac-
tion against her.

There is no logic to the sen-
tences other than the order
people were dealt with. The
NEC is keeping its files on us,
having spent nearly three
years and thousands of
pounds, and the result is that
they have destroyed Brighton
Lahour Party — but not the left.

‘Resign’ call at AGM

TUC leads the wake HKnapp’s nightmare

WITHIN MINUTES of the
start of the RMT’s Annual
General Meeting, General
Secretary Jimmy Knapp’s
worst fears were realised:
a resolution was allowed
calling for Knapp and co.
to resign.

A series of debates saw the
bureaucracy overturned; on
Maastricht; defence cuts and
Trident; more power to
Trades Councils. On Ireland
the AGM backed a policy of
disengagement and inclusion
of Sinn Fein in any talks.

Conference voted to dis-
cuss and amend recent NEC
decisions. A special redun-
dancy agreement for the un-
ion’s senior officers was
thrown out and major finan-
cial restructuring referred to a
special recall meeting.

The leadership was further
called to account for not con-
tinuing the strikes this year;
for agreeing a new machinery
for negotiation last year ,and
for selling out the Manchester
Piccadilly guards.

By 71 to 15 the AGM voted
that the union should have re-
fused to call of the Manches-
ter strike despite the BR court
injunction. It also rejected a
right-wing move to call off the
BR ballot on pay.

The AGM was an over-
whelming success for the left.
However while the left is still
poorly organised and cannot
control the union for the other
51 weeks of the year.

The left Campaign for a
Fighting, Democratic Union
must address these problems
urgently.
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Civil servants
fight for jobs

THOUSANDS of civil ser-
vants in the Department of
Health and Social Security
went on strike on Friday July
2 in protest at privatisation
and job losses threatened by
increases in market testing.
The strike was strongly sup-
ported by members of the two
biggest civil service unions, the
CPSA and NUCPS. CPSA
members had voted 90 per cent
in favour of strike action.
Workers in this section of the

civil service face the possible
loss of 8,000 jobs. Those who
remain employed are threatened
with draconian changes to their
pay and conditions.

Further action is planned,
with the CPSA leadership pro-
posing a series of three day re-
gional strikes.

Activists are opposed to re-
gional action and will be cam-
paigning for a three day section
wide national strike as the next
step in the fight against market
testing.

Strikes halt
Transport

By a CPSA
member

A LIGHTNING strike hit the
Department of Transport on
June 14 with staff walking
out across Scotland and the
north of England.

The dispute was about the
transferring of work, by the

" Driving Standards Agency from
Edinburgh to Newcastle. The
walk out came about directly as
aresult of recent proposals from
the government about privatisa-
tion and market testing.

The various agencies that
make up the Department of
Transport were told that the Ve-
hicle Inspectorate and Road
Traffic Laboratory were to be
privatised.

Everything done by the Driv-
ing Standards Agency except
the driving test is to be market
tested, while market testing
would be extended within the
Driving Vehicle Licensing
Agency .

So far the response of the
CPSA national leadership has
been weak. They have resisted
calls for a national one day civil
service strike, instead relying on
legal arguments in court, which
to some extent have proved suc-
cessful so far.

The response of the Militant
dominated Broad Left cannot be

said to be adequate either. In the -

recent union elections they con-
cocted a rotten electoral bloc in
an attempt to win the union
presidency.

This failed miserably. Indeed
the future of the Broad Left as it
now exists is in some doubt.

As hard as it is the job of
activists in the CPSA is to pa-
tiently argue and win over peo-
ple to the real threat to civil
service jobs.

Where this has happened,
people have responded posi-
tively to calls to take action. In-
creasingly a lead is being
demanded of the union leader-
ship. Unfortunately, the Broad
Left does not seem to be around
to lead this fight.

L ielg W
o soracists W

Battle
lines
drawn on
mushroom
strike

| picket

Back Middlebrook women strikers

Boycott Bookers!

By Keith Sinclair

89 WOMEN mushroom pick-
ers from Middlebrook Mush-
rooms near Selby, remain
sacked.

The women were sacked for
refusing a pay cut despite having
fully co-operated previously with
management when they altered
their conditions for the worse.

Over the last six weeks there
have been serious attempts to
build mass pickets to stop the
scab bus entering on Saturday
mornings. On June 12 around
200 pickets, including Timex
strikers, tried without success to
stop the bus.

The police had to use horses
to get the bus through but there
was no real violence against the
pickets nor any arrests. The situ-
ation on June 26 was very differ-

ent — the police attacked the
pickets and nine were arrested.

It is essential that the next
mass picket on July 10 is fully
supported. The physical location
of Middlebrooks means that a
picket of several hundred could
have a real chance of stopping
the scabs.

The size of the picket is also
very important to the morale of
the strikers who, rightly, feel let
down by their union, the TGWU.
TGWU officials and banners are
noticeably absent from the pick-
ets although rank and file mem-
bers are present.

T&G officials didn’t even reply
to a request from Hull Trades
Council to attend a Trades Coun-
cil meeting with the Middiebrook
strikers. )

The fight in the TGWU is very
important. There does appear to
be a tendency amongst the strik-
ers to underestimate the impor-

tance of taking up the fight at all
levels of the TGWU.

As well as physical support on
the picket line there is a need to
buitd support for a boycott of
Middlebrock Mushrocoms and
products of their parent com-
pany, Booker plc.

Consumer boycotts are noto-
riously difficult to implement
successfully. One avenue worth
exploring is for trade unionists in
schools and colleges to fight to
withdraw accounts from Booker
Cash and Carry warehouses.

Detailed investigations have
even produced one Humberside
NALGO branch with a Booker
cash and carry card!

Donations to/information
from Middlebrooks Strike, 33
Park Drive, Campsall, Doncas-
ter, DN6 9NS. MASS PICKET
July 10 - assemble 7.00am at
Middiebrooks (Junction 34 of
the M62).

Tory laws shackle
print strikers

Salford

By Steve Revins

ANTI-UNION laws are
being used to hold off the
fightback at Revell and
George printers in Salford,
Manchester, where union
officials, amongst other
GPMU members, have
been sacked for supporting
a nationally-bargained pay
claim.

Clearly, putting an end to
national bargaining and any
role for the unions in settling
claims is a big part of the gov-
ernment-led offensive against
the unions.

The GPMU is backing the

-

Blave - xiof.
t\'\?:.—\n reGOQ“\.“OA S \a\'ge\\J FE.

JULY 12, 6am
MASS PICKET
Revell and George
Cow Lane,
off Oldfield Rd
Salford

sacked workers, but on condi-
tion that they keep to the law.
This means, for instance,
that the people in dispute are
not allowed onto their own
picket line on Monday morn-
ings, when a show of solidar-
ity by supporters takes place;
it means not calling on the
many unionised companies
that deal with Revell and
George to boycott them.

DRl T gle and v~

It is fairly clear that the dis-
pute cannot be won by ‘stay-
ing within the law’. The
Monday morning mass pick-
ets (without the pickets) have
ensured that the place doesn’t
open now at all until gone
midday on Mondays.

The company can put up
with this, as they ¢an put up
with six men outside shouting
abuse, and post workers leav-
ing post in the street.

The union must step up the
action, and allow the dispute
to be won. This will be a big
step on the way to stopping
the print employers from de-
stroying the rights and condi-
tions of the workforce,
starting by breaking the most
militant sections.
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Somalis reap grim

harvest of colonialism

By Bala Kumar

THE AMERICAN-led raids
in the capital of Somalia,
Mogadishu, are a new ver-
sion of an old theme — impe-
rialist domination of Africa.
Its results will be as disas-
trous now as in the past.
Indeed, the civil war and
famine in Somalia have their
roots in the dictatorship of Gen-
eral Siad Barre, supported until
1990 by the United States as
part of its Cold War strategy.
‘When Barre came into power
he had to balance out the vari-
ous Somali clans in order to stay
on top. His own clan is formally
two per cent of the population:
a very slender power base
which partly explains how he

was dislodged later on. From
the late 1970s on, he started us-
ing clans against each other
Most Somali people follow a
pastoral way of life. Capitalism
has penetrated Somalia to the
extent that there are linkages to
the ports that export to Saudi
Arabia and the rest of the Arab
world. Otherwise self-sustain-
ing communities grow just
enough for themselves, their
family and to raise livestock.
Since colonial times — espe-
cially under the influence of the
Italians and the British — the
growing of cash crops like ba-
nanas has been in plantations
owned by Italian trading
houses. In the last few years
Somalis seeking food have been
shot or tortured by specially
hired guards as a warning not to
come into the plantations.

Barre’s response to mount-
ing opposition took the form of
killing the livestock which be-
longed to his opponents, the de-
struction of water tanks, the
poisoning of wells. This created
a large refugee population dis-
persed around the country. This
in turn made it more difficult for
rural populations to make a liv-
ing from their own land.

One of the products of the
US’s stake in the proxy war be-
tween Somalia and Soviet-
backed Ethiopia was that every
clan was able to get arms. To-
day having arms means that
they have power.

Now, with the end of the
Cold War, the West no longer
needs to finance proxy regimes.

But some things don’t
change.

Right from post-colonial

days, Italian imperialism has
been present in Somalia. Italy
had control of southern Somalia
when Britain controlled the
north. In the 1950s, they gov-
emed it again under a UN trus-
teeship. They suppressed
various anti-colonial move-
ments in that period.

One of the causes for the
fighting between supporters of
rival ‘warlords’ Ali Mahdi and
Aidid — allies against Barre
prior to the fall of Mogadishu —
is that Ali Mahdi is closely as-
sociated with Italian business
interests in Somalia. The Italian
ambassador in Mogadishu told
Ali Mahdi he should become
President!

General Aidid, meanwhile,
has been singled out as ‘the en-
emy’ by the neo-colonialists.

Regrouping
Europe’s

left

PARIS welcomed socialists.

from all over Europe to the
first Assembly of the Euro-
pean Left on June 12.

The appeal for the meeting
was signed by Labour MPs
Tony Benn, Ken Livingstone
and Jeremy Corbyn, and a num-
ber of representatives and indi-
viduals from sizeable European
leftwing organizations such as
Italy’s Party of Communist Re-
foundation, the United Left and
the Workers Commissions from
the Spanish State, and the Ger-
man Greens. &

A wide range of groupings
from the French left — among
them dissident Socialist and

Communist currents and some -

Greens — were also
involved. The
Fourth International
and its sections en-
thusiastically sup-
ported the initiative
and many of its
members attended
the event.

The meeting was
a product and expression of the
need felt throughout the left for
arenewed direction and sense of
purpose after the collapse of the
Soviet bloc — critical currents
originating in the formerly pro-
Soviet Communist Parties were
strongly represented.

The essential points of agree-
ment among all those supporting

Fourth Internationalist speaker Alain Krivine

the event were a determination
to maintain an anti-capitalist
perspective in the face of the
huge world-wide attack en
working class rights, gains and
organizations at the heart of the
Maastricht Treaty and to resist
the wholesale abandonment of
socialist references by much of
the erstwhile left.

Given the diversity of the
forces involved, the Assembly
was seen as an arena for reflec-
tion and debate. It was decided
to continue to seek further sig-
natories to the appeal and work
towards a further meeting to be
held in another European capital
next year.

ORDER

World

Deng’s
‘new’
market

NO FALSE modesty at the
recent 14th Congress of
the Chinese Communist
Party.

Delegates adopted a report
by party first secretary Jiang
Zemin, proclaiming the begin-
ning of another ‘mighty revo-
lution’.

According to a behind-the-
scenes source ‘adding the
word ‘socialist’ in front of the
phrase ‘market economy’ is
unprecedented in the history
of world development and is
an invention of the CCP.’

This new ‘massive theoreti-
cal contribution’ is the work of
top leader Deng Xiaoping who
also explained that ‘the meth-
ods of socialist market eco-
nomics are basically similar
to capitalist society’s.’

Any takers for Socialist
Market Qutlook?

.~
Colombia

fight for
rights

ON A SOBER estimate, once
every two days somebody
disappears in Colombia. And
this is leaving aside thou-
sands of cases of false arrest,
imprisonment and intimida-
tion.

Most of the victims are peas-
ants, workers and trade union-
ists in the bad books of security
forces given free rein by the gov-
ernment’s ‘dirty war’ against
‘terrorism’. Most of the abduc-
tions occur in areas under strict
military and police control.

The Colombian Committee for
Human Rights, based in London,
is attempting to draw attention to
this rising wave of terror —
backed up by tightening controls
on the Colombian press.

Among cases itis highlighting
are those of Pedro Julio Movilla
who disappeared on May 13 in
the Colombian capital Bogota,
and trade union activists Pedro
Julio, Efrain Gomez Moncada
and Efrain Gomez who have also
disappeared.

Members of Human Rights
Group, who question what is
happening are also targets,
among them Alirio de Jesus Pe-
draza, who disappeared three
years ago. No such rigour is ap-
parently being applied to investi-
gations into the dirty war and
drug trafficking — the pretext for
much of the repression.

The Committee can be con-
tacted at Fenner Brockway
House, 37-39 Great Guildford
Street, London SE1 OQES; tel:
071 401 2225; fax: 071 620
1103.







