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Iraq, Somalia ... Clinton’s US offensive

Why we need
a new
anti-imperialist
movement

By Paul Clarke

B Ao e A S oud
ToeTRn g

MORE ROCKETS on
Moghadishu, missiles on
Baghdad and threats by Clin-
ton to ‘annihilate’ North Ko-
rea. Since the collapse of the
Soviet Union the United Na-
tions has become a rubber-
stamping agency to sanction
the latest US military adven-
tures.

The cruise missiles on Bagh-
dad were widely interpreted as
an attempt to boost Bill Clin-
ton’s sagging popularity at
home. But they were more than
that. The military offensive of
the US worldwide has a precise
political objective. It is far from
being an outburst of militaristic
irrationality,

Tariffs

What is behind the rockets
and missiles can be seen most
clearly in the recent G7 summit
in Tokyo. There Clinton went
on a big offensive against Japan,
demanding not only that coun-
try’s tariff walls come down to
admit more US goods, but he
went further and in effect de-
manded a restructuring of the
whole Japanese economy.

In a TV speech he told the
Japanese that their leaders were
cheating them by forcing them
to buy more expensive Japanese

goods, and that they should end
their high-saving and low-
wages economy.

The G7 summit was far from
being the victory for free trade
and growth which the media
portrayed. Indeed it was the
continuation of the vicious
three-way conflict between the
US, Japan and the European
Community, which is the reason
why the endless ‘Uruguay
Round’ of trade talks is never
completed.

The US wants Europe to
auto-destruct the Common Ag-
ricultural Policy to allow in
American farms goods; it wants
Japan to allow in its manufac-
tures, and indeed to buy Ameri-
can rice and beef. US demands
are endless and outrageous — the

Japanese have got to eat more
beef, and less fish and vegeta-
bles to satisfy US export needs.

Now what exactly has this
economic offensive got to do
with missiles and rockets? To
see that we have to probe a little
deeper into the economic offen-
sive itself.

The background is the 25-
year decline of the American
economy and the rise of Japan
and Europe’s strongest econ-
omy, Germany. American pre-
dominance in the world lasted
Jjust afew decades, at least as far
as its economy is concerned.

Borrowing

In the 1980s Ronald Reagan
started a new scheme for deal-
ing with this problem. Huge
borrowing from Japan and
Europe financed a big expan-
sion of the US economy, but it
led to enormous problems.

Budget deficits mounted and
the US economy sucked in im-
ports leading to a huge trade
deficit. And high interest rates
hit domestic industry. Borrow-
ing is no long-term solution.

As a result Reagan and then
Bush went for the military op-
tion, and this was spurred by the
coliapse of the Soviet Union.
War, in Clausewitz’s famous
phrase, is the continuation of
politics by other means. The US
may be failing economically,
but by using its military might it
caii set the political agenda for
much of the world.

The frenzied military opera-
tions and the reduction of the
UN to a public relations agency

Clinton: warlord

of the Pentagon and State De-
partment make the US the key
player in many parts of the
world. The missiles on Baghdad
are part of the fight to drive the
Europeans out of Middle East
markets.

Part of the political-military
offensive is aimed at extracting
tribute from other states to fi-
nance US global operations.

For example, it is now certain
that the US made a substantial
profit from the Gulf war, with
billions being extorted from
Germany, Japan and the Gulf
states. The US military machine
is being made leaner, fitter and
cheaper — and others are being
forced to pay for part of it.

Every US military interven-
tion brings droves of diplomats,
‘experts’ and businessmen in its
wake. The ‘drugs war’ in Latin
American, utilising thousands
of US troops to do useful things
like wipe out the livelihood of
thousands of Peruvian and Bo-
livian peasants, was all about
cementing the whole region into
US political and economic pri-
orities.

Korea

The intervention in Somalia
gives the US clout in the whole
of the Horn of Africa. The huge
garrison in Korea means the US
cannot be ignored in the far east.

US military and political
dominance gives absolute con-
troi of the UN, the World Bank
and the International Monetarv
Fund. The world's key ece-
nomic institutions to respond 1

United States.

The timing of the new offen-
sive is not an accident. The
1980s saw a big debate in the
US political elite about how to
respond to economic decline.
The decision was to act now, to
engage in a furious offensive,
before it was too late.

The US offensive has been
helped by the difficulties of its
main rivals. Germany has be-
come bogged down in the eco-
nomic and political costs of
rapid re-unification. This in turn
has slowed down the European
Community economies. Japan
is riven with crises over political
corruption, and has its own eco-
nomic recession to cope with.

One thing is certain — the US
military-political offensive will
be pursued with utter ruthless-
ness. The collateral damage, the
corpses which pile up, are of no
account. The balance sheet is
staggering: 200,000 killed in the
Gulf war was just for starters.

Muted

Internationally the response
has been very muted. When
Reagan bombed Libya in 1986
there were mass demonstra-
tions. Today there is hardly a
murmur. This crisis of anti-im-
perialism in the West has to be
addressed by the left.

During the Vietnam war, and
even over the conflicts in Cen-
tral America, the politics was
easier to explain. There the
United States was fighting lib-
eration movements, which
whatever the criticisms of the
left, could be supported. In Iraq
and Somalia this is not the case.
UN sanction to these operations
deepens the confusion.

But attacks on Iraq and So-
malia make things a thousand
times more difficult for real lib-
eration movements in the third
world, deepens the threat to
Cuba and is a blow at the possi-
bility of social advance world-
wide.

That’s why even limited pro-
tests against the current upsurge
of military barharism are a cru-
cial starting point for rebuilding
a movement which can, as hap-

pened during the Vietnam war,
place real constraints on imperi-
alism’s freedom of action,
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Welfare state under
renewed attack

Beware|

Editorial

JOHN MAIJOR is the most un-
popular prime minister since re-
cords began and right on course to
lose the Christchurch by-election.
Without doubt this government is
seen as extremely weak; but given
the total lack of forceful opposi-
tion from Labour, it is able to sail
right ahead with the most damag-
ing attacks on the working class.

Pensions and unemployment bene-
fit, together with the NHS, were the
absolute foundation stones of the
welfare state. Now the Tories have
them in their gunsights.

Taxes

Combined with the huge tax in-
creases which Chancellor Clarke will
introduce in the autumn budget, this
amounts to a further devastating deg-
radation of the living standards of the
poorest sections of the working class.

John Redwood
But behind these attacks, and be-
hind the unpopularity of the govern-
ment, is something a bit more
calculated and sinister than the nor-
mal routine of Tory attacks. For this
Tory cabinet is not united behind
John Major, but bitterly divided.
The Michael Mates affair showed
this strongly. A whole section of the
Tory Party wanted to get Mates be-

cause of his role as Michael Heselt-
ine’s campaign manager.

Hard faction

Inside the cabinet there is a hard
right faction, of whom Peter Lilley

* and John Redwood are key members

— with discreet support from Home
Secretary Michael Howard.

The hard right faction sees itself in
political continuity with Thatcher-
ism, hence its ‘Buro-sceptical’ com-
plexion. Its critique of the likes of
Major and Heseltine is that they are
not nearly right wing enough.

Redwood’s speech declaring that
single mothers were a major social
‘problem’ is indicative of the utterly
reactionary line of thought purveyed
by the hard right. Michael Heselt-
ine’s heart attack has probably fin-
ished him politically, tilting the
balance of power in the cabinet.

Over the past three months it has
appeared that a whole section of the
Tory press is frantically hostile to the
government. The press campaigns

Maxwell pensioners: just the first to lose their pensions

against Norman Lamont and Mi-
chael Mates were vitriolic. This has
nothing to do with a change of heart,
and everything to do with a new right
wing agenda.

For the labour movement, these
are questions of degree. The whole of
the Tory government is reactionary;
they all have a totally anti-working
class programme. That is ABC.

By-election

But should the Tories become
more and more unpopular, should
they lose the Christchurch by-elec-
tion, should they have more ministe-
rial ‘accidents’, then the clamour to
get rid of Major will become more
vociferous.

The idea that Thatcherism has run
its course, that there are no signifi-
cant further attacks to be made, is
fatuous,

The price of non-resistance will be
new and deeper attacks on the work-
ing class - and the eventual destruc-
tion of the welfare state.

New attacks on legal rights

veal their defence in

THE REPORT of the Royal
Commission on Criminal
Justice, set up in the wake
of the Birmingham Six,
Guildford Four and other
high profile police frame-
ups, proposes new attacks
on defendants’ rights.
Among the most reaction-
ary proposals are plea bar-
gaining and restrictions on
the right to jury trial.

Plea bargaining in the US
has reduced the criminal jus-
tice system to a farce. Defen-
dants who refuse to plead
guilty and opt for a lesser sen-
tence have a very high chance
of conviction. and get harsh
sentences.

The system pressurises
people. esoeciaily those who

can’t afford expensive law-
yers, to plead guikiv.

Jury trials are much more
likely to return ‘not guilty’ ver-
dicts. Giving lower courts the
right to decide who can have
a jury trial is a massive attack
on working class defendants.

Saving money

Both these proposals are
aimed at saving money, but
also ensuring higher convic-
tion rates. the right to have
defence evidence seriously
considered is being under-
mined. :

The new attacks go hand-in-
hand with the restrictions on
legal aid. We are heading to
an Americdn system where
lower courts are an assembly
line conviction machine.

Given the background to
the report, spectacular police-
frame-ups, it's amazing that
the commission proposes con-
tinuing with ‘confession-only’
evidence and says nothing
about tampering with forensic
evidence.

Videoing police interroga-
tions is supposed to ensure
an end to ‘confessions’
through intimidation. In fact
threats and intimidation can
occur off camera.

Confessions

Police notebooks with al-
leged confessions and signa-
tures of the accused at the
scene of the crime are not a
thing of the past.

A further attack is the obli-
gation for the accused to re-

advance. Disclosure
of defence is a step
away from the ‘inno-
cent until proven
guilty’ principle, a
further attempt to
stack the cards in fa-
vour of the prosecu-
tion.

These new at-
tacks represent a
deepening of the al-
ready degraded sys-
tem of ‘justice’. The
introduction of ma-
jority verdicts, to-
gether with rigorous vetting of
jurors by police and prosecu-
tion, has already undermined
the position of defendants.

Judges, invariably harsh re-
actionaries, have been given
further power to sway juries

Howard: new attacks on rights

by the majority verdict system.
Restrictions on legal aid
further weight to legal system
to being one which oniy the
rich can successfully utilise.
We need to fight now to beat
back this attack on our rights .
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HOME NEWS

By Helen Shaw

TIMEX strikers have been
picketing the Timex plant in
Besancon in France as part of
their campaign.

The strike committee had
been told that a new group of
workers are being engaged at the
French plant at wages and con-
ditions lower than those rejected
by the union in Dundee. The
French unionthe CGT is support-
ing the strikers’ action.

In Denmark, trade unionists
have formed two support
groups, and have invited the
strikers to return after the holi-
day period is over.

Four Timex strikers have also
gone to the United States for
talks with trade union leaders
and to visit workers employed at
Timex plants in Little Rock and

Connecticut.

As part of the campaign
against Timex, Tony Benn
launched the Timex Boycott
Campaign on 13 July at the
House of Commons.

He was joined by John MaCal-
lion MP, Ernie Ross MP, V C
Turner (Pentonville Five) and
Ernie Roberts (former General
Secretary of the AEU). Messages
of support were read out from
Timex Support Groups in Oslo,
Copenhagen and the United
States.

Consumers and
workers

The campaign, organised by
the Timex Support Groups, has
a two pronged strategy, involv-
ing both a consumer boycott of
all Timex and Timex related
goods and companies and a
workers’ boycott.

T ————— .

The Timex Boycott Campaign
is calling on the organised la-
bour movement not to handle
Timex goods or materials that
directly aid the company’s scab
operation in Dundee.

Already the TGWU have
pledged support for the cam-

s

paign at their conference, and
the campaign is holding talks
with stewards in the shop-work-
ers’ union USDAW and UCW
postal workers to organise a
national boycott.

B Further information
Jrom: Timex Boycott Cam-

cxing

TimeXx strike seeks
world-wide ba

paign, c¢/o London Timex
Support Group, LUTURC,
12 - 14 Thornton Street,
London, SW9 OBL, Tel:
071 733 5670 or PO Box
90, Dundee, DD2 2YA,
Tel: 0382 642382.

Doing the

Lambet

By Councillor
Greg Tucker

IN A further twist to the
witchunt in Lambeth Ted
Knight and other ex-Coun-
cillors have been barred from
the panel for candidates in
the 1994 council elections.
Surcharged in 1986, for
fighting against government
cuts in local services, the ex-

N twist

councillors were barred from
holding office for five years. Af-
ter a massive campaign of sup-
port from the labour movement
they paid off the surcharge and
are now able to stand for elec-
tion.

However the London Labour
Party has ruled each of them out
on the grounds that they ‘do not
have an acceptable public pro-
file for the party’ and that they
‘do not show commitment to the
changed image of Labour in
Lambeth’.

Lambeth plods
In to count the

votes

SOCIALIST Outlook sup-
porter and expelled Lam-
beth councillor Greg
Tucker, along with two
other expelled councillors,
has been reported to the
police by Lambeth Council
- for voting at the Council’s
budget setting meeting.

Under the provision of the
1992 Local Government and
Finance Act councillors are
forbidden to vote on Council
tax matters whilst in poll fax
arrears.

Tucker and two other ex-
pelled councillors, who have
made no secret of their poll

tax non-payment, have al-
ways voted against cuts budg-
ets and played an important
part in the campaign to defeat
the poll tax.

£1,000 fine

Now this stand has resulted
in them being reported to the

. police and they face the pos-

siblity of prosecution and a
fine of up to £1,000.

This legislation is an attack
on the democratic rights of
the electorate. People who
voted for Tucker, Webb and
Hollifield have the right to be
represented by them regard-
less of their poll tax arrears.

Councillors fight Straw

‘corruption’ slur

By our
correspondent

SOME OF the expelled
and suspended Lambeth
councillors are taking le-
gal action to defend them-
selves against serious
allegations made by La-
bour’s environment
spokesperson Jack Straw.

In January, Straw issued a
press release following the al-
legations about Lambeth’s Di-
rect Labour Organisations
(DLO:s). He stated, “We defer
to no one in our determination
to ensure that public services
operate to the highest stand-
ards, that fraud, corruption
and mismanagement are
rooted out wherever they oc-
cur — and those responsible
are brought to book. Labour
has acted decisively where the
evidence has been available.

‘This we did in Liverpool,
and in Lambeth in 1991 when
13 members of the council
were expelled from the La-
bour group, and a new leader-
ship was installed, which then
ordered the current investiga-
tion and report from the Chief
Executive.’

When the councillors threat-
ened legal action, Straw of-
fered an apology. He regretted
any distress that he may have
‘inadvertently’ caused saying
it was not his ‘intention’ to
suggest that any of the 13
were guilty of illegality.

However, two days after
the press release an interview

appeared in Tribune in which
Straw said ‘I’m damned if we
are going to be tarred with the
brush of Lambeth, especially
as we cleared out 13 semi-
Trotskyist councillors. It is
since the new leadership has
been installed that action has
been taken.

‘We’ll be using Lambeth to
remind people of the error of
ultra-left politics. It is no sur-
prise to me that, in both Liver-
pool and Lambeth, corruption
and Trotskyism went hand in
hand.” Straw’s defence is that
he was justified in what he
said!

That this statement ap-
peared two days after the apol-
ogy meant that some of the
councillors decided to con-
tinue the legal action.

The suspensions and expul-
sions had nothing to do with
corruption. The NEC witch-
hunted councillors who voted
against poll tax, cuts and the
gulf war. They are not only
‘not guilty of illegality’ but
have a record of opposing mis-
management and alleged cor-
ruption in the council.

At the National Constitu-

Jack Siraw: ‘Trots are corrupt’

tional Committee hearing ‘con-
sidering the case against Clir
Steve French, Larry Whitty de-
clared that he recognised his
‘important achievements’ in
rooting out alleged corruption
when French was Chair of the
DLO. The local Tories said
that they ‘could not fault his
efforts’. Even the District
Auditor (no fan of left-wing
councillors), suggests the
witch-hunt was part of Lam-
beth’s problems.

His recent report states °...in
March 1991 a number of mem-
bers were suspended from the
ruling party. This left the po-
litical balance of the council in
an unstable situation and has -
increased the difficulty of man-
aging the authority.’

The councillors are consid-
ering libel proceedings to
force Straw to make a full re-
traction which restores their
reputations.

B Further information
from: ‘Lambeth Against
the Witch-hunt’, 56
Ashby House, London,
SW9 7SL.
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Islington nurseries
In class struggle

. tary Alan Jinkinson. Branch and a half weeks after the bal-
By Debbie officers asked for a ballot lot and nearly a month after
Whitfield Chair straight after the conference,  Conference - official endorse-
. but were initially blocked by ment and strike pay was
Islington UNISON national officials unsure of started.
‘A’ branch conference’s decision. UNISON activists have to
When the result came out, quickly taken Islington’s expe-
NATIONAL leaders of two days before UNISON’s rience on board. The policies
newly-merged public launch, the NALGO leaders held dear by NALGO’s activ-
. hesitated giving endorse- ists are being swept way by
sector union UNISON have ment. NUPE's tradition.

given official backing to
the islington Under Fives
Education Service strike.
It's an enormous boost to
strikers, parents and other in-
volved in the public cam-
paign to defend the service.

The ballot was conducted
under NALGO’s Industrial Ac-
tion Procedures, which ig-
nored a legal requirement
that ballots take place at
work.

UNISON’s interim arrange-

Hearing nothing really
tested the six workers and
campaign supporters at
Harvist UFEC. Reports, ques-
tions and meetings still didn’t
get an answer. As tension
and frustration mounted, a

that the decision will be over-
turned.

At last, the national sup-
port of UNISON can be used

tures, so if the strike had not
been endorsed the branch
couldn’t have had the deci-
sion reversed.

June’s NALGO conference
overturned the repudiation of
the strike by General Secre-

lobby of the union’s office
was held.
Finally, on July 15 - two

ment sticks within the Tory
laws. At the moment there
are no national lay struc-

a crucial Council meeting will
have happened. It’s possible st

By the time this is printed,

as a bargaining tool. It will
lend strength to this heroic

ruggle.

NUJ Left at crossroads

By Steve Smith
NUJ NEC,
personal capacity

THE NUJ Left has pledged
to step up its campaign to
turn the union towards a
more effective fight against
the employers derecognition
onslaught.

Backing the stand of journal-
ists taking action against the
loss of job bargaining rights, the
NUJ Left AGM committed it-
self to vigorously opposing all
Tory anti-union laws and build-
ing fighting unity with the
GPMU and other media unions.

A generalised fightback
against media employers was
given renewed confidence after
the recent one-day strike by
London-based Morgan-Gram-
pian magazine journalists, and
by the decisions of provincial
newspaper journalists at United

Newspapers, led by the York-
shire Post chapel, to ballot for
group wide industrial action,

The action at Morgan-Gram-
pian led to victimisation of
chapel FoC Chris Wheal, who
has been in the forefront of the
recent anti-derecognition cam-
paign.

The NUJ Left will be able to
build on policy victories made
at this year’s NUJ Annual Dele-
gate Meeting.

Coordinated

A motion supporting cross-
chapel co-ordinated industrial
action against derecognition
was supported, as was a left in-
itiative to protect the NUIJ strike
fund from being raided by the
right wing to solve the union’s
cash crisis.

But while the NUJ Left has
been making the running on
many crucial policy questions,
the new realist right-wing have
shrewdly counter attacked on

organisational issues designed
to weaken the left’s influence.

The right scored an important
victory by cutting the size of the
union’s lay-dominated national
executive committee, an un-
democratic ruse to weaken the
influence of lay NEC members
against the full-time officials.
Crucially it will also get rid of
much of the left’s one-third of
the NEC, which has been a
highly effective thorn in the side
of new realists.

The right are pressing on with
a wholesale attack on the un-
ion’s branch structure. This is
designed to atomise the rank-
and-file into workplace chapels
with no common structures,
leaving them unable to launch
any challenge to the right’s con-
trol at the top.

An attack on the democracy
of the ADM will most likely
follow: the left must build its
strength in readiness for the
fight to come.

Vote down UCW sell-out

By a Central
London postal
worker

THE POSTAL union UCW
is selling out the London
dispute over staff transfers
between sorting offices.

An all-London Royal Mail
strike could have spread wider,
as bosses tried to transfer work
to out of the capital. A high-
turnout postal ballot voted to re-
ject management’s terms and
strike.

Royal Mail is pressing for
massively increased productiv-
ity in London, the only ‘loss-
making’ area. Royal Mail made
a national profit of £252m last
year. Faster automated sorting
involves huge job losses. the
closure of several mechanised
letter offices, and large-scale re-
location of workers.

Already many long serving
staff, seeing job losses and tight-

ening discipline and sickness
rules, have taken early volun-
tary retirement on poor terms.
The next stage is to move work-
ers from ‘over-staffed’ offices
into unfilled vacaicies in local
sorting offices and elsewhere.

UCW’s London region re-
jected the terms and pushed the
national executive to ballot for
strike action.

Four days of negotiations led
to a deal with Royal Mail. UCW
officers managed to get most
London reps to endorse it,
though he same money is just
presented in different ways, and
it includes union co-operation
with closures and increased pro-
ductivity.

Though the deal will prob-
ably be accepted in the upcom-
ing ballot, this isn’t the end of it.
Closures will lead to continual
conflicts.gAlready, over the last
six weeks there have been
around ten unofficial strikes
around the country.

Back us for

fun and profit

Police intervene against pickets

Sacked Middlebrook
women build rally

By Keith Sinclair

150 TRADES unionists at-
tended the picket at Middle-
brook Mushrooms on
Saturday 10 July.

The women in dispute were
sacked for refusing to work over-
time. Despite an attempt to use
a sit-down tactic to prevent the
scab coach entering, the bus got
through. One picket was ar-
rested.

The next major focus for the
dispute is the morning of 24
July. The women’s union, the
TGWU, has called a rally in Selby

MORE and more working people are dis-

covering the thrill and profit of the Social-
ist Outlook 300 club. Even just £5 a
month give you the chance to win a mas-

sive £50 every montht

New subscriber Martin T. of Islington

number 701862897) at th

writes ‘It’s so simple! I justopenupmy  of ............ (in words) €

copy and see if I've won. I’ve never knew f
life could be so much fun.’ Judith W. of
Hackney adds ‘Congratulations Socialist
Outlook, Another winner! Even if | don’t
win | still get the consolation prize of a
cracking read. A no-lose scenario.’

Just fill in this form, return it to Social-
ist Outlook, PO Box 1109, London N4

2UU. Then sit back and win!

for 9.45am on that Saturday.

The T&G has written to all
their branches and stewards in
Yorkshire urging support for the
rafly.

There is however no mention
of the crucial need to build the
early morning picket on the
same day. The rally needs to be
built into the biggest display yet

- of solidarity with the women.

A key focus of the day will be
the need to convince T&G activ-
ists of the need for regular visits
to the picket line.

Donations and messages of
supportto 33 Park Drive, Camp-
sall, Doncaster DN6 9NS.

TO(YOUF DANK) .ovvvorecereiees s
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from..........oeoe
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Ireland:
the logjam

shift

By Brian Stevens

NOT SINCE the early 1970s
has conflict between the
Loyalist community in the
Six Counties and the British
security forces been so in-

tense.
The shooting by troops of

Loyalist para-military thugs has
been the occasion for the kind
of rioting against the military
which is more commonly asso-
ciated with the Bogside and
Falls, rather than the Shankill
Road.

These conflicts are the symp-
tom of a change in Irish politics
which has been gathering pace.
Other symptoms include the
much publicised handshake be-
tween Sinn Fein president
Gerry Adams and the Irish
president Mary Robinson, the
electoral successes of Sinn
Fein, and the more up-front at-
titude of the Irish government,
protesting the exclusion order
against John Matthews and pro-
posing joint British-Irish sover-
eignty over the Six Counties.

Why have these changes
come about, and what do they
mean? Surface appearances in
Irish politics can change

. quickly, disguising underlying
realities.

prised to see the reconstruc-
tion of an Athenian trireme —
the warship with three banks
of oars that was the backbone
of Athenian military and impe-
rial might in the 5th century
BC - plying up and down the
Thames over the last few
weeks.

It was here on loan from the
Greek navy, ostensibly to cele-
brate the 2,500th anniversary of
the reforms of Solon in 594/3 BC
which laid the foundations for the
birth of Athenian democracy.

Propaganda

But this event was swamped
by a wave of propaganda in gup-
port of the Greek government’s
policy towards Macedonia.

The central core of this policy

is the claim that “Macedonia is -

starts to

Butit is becoming increasing
clear to everyone, including the
Protestants, that the Loyalist
community in the Six Counties
faces huge long-term difficul-
ties in sustaining its dominant
position. The first underlying
cause is demographic.

Put simply, the Catholic
community is increasing in size
much quicker than the Protes-
tant community. Resistance to
Irish unification has always
been premised on the ‘will of
the majority’.

Within a couple of genera-
tions, a short time historically,
the claim of the Protestants to be
the majority will have eroded.

Mass force

Second, whatever the twists
and turns of day-to-day politics,
the Republican movement is a
mass force which no political
settlement can ignore.

The recent local elections
saw Sinn Fein getting more
votes in Belfast than the ‘mod-
erate;” SDLP, and indeed being
beaten only by Paisley’s Demo-
cratic Unionists (DUP).

This indeed is an emergency
for John Hume’s SDLP, and the
recent talks between Hume and
Gerry Adams, and the more
forceful statements of the Irish
government are linked to the re-
alisation that the long-term
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Defmltely Greek Solon
Greek”.The results are twofold.
The internal dimension is the
pretence that Greece is com-
pletely ethnically homogenous.
The fact that there are large
numbers of people living in
Greek Macedonia who feel them-
selves to be nationally and cul-
turelly distinct from the rest of
the population and speak a Slavic
language is denied completely.
This denial is supported by an
education system that aims to
‘correct’ this odd dialect and
other customs, the threat of im-
prisonment of anyone who cails

Loyalists: losing their majority

military and political stalemate
has not weakened the strength
of the Republicans.

For all the Major govern-
ment’s talk about ‘terrorism’,
we can be sure that in the more
thinking recesses of the North-
ern Ireland Office there is a re-
alisation that when push comes
to shove, one way or another the
Republican movement has to be
involved in any political settle-
ment.

All these factors are deepen-
ing the seige mentality among
the Loyalists. The response has
been the successive waves of
sectarian assassination in the
name of the ‘Ulster Freedom
Fighters’, but of course in real-
ity the work of the Ulster De-
fence Association (UDA).

These have inevitably led to
clashes with troops and under-
cover police who don’t stop to
ask which side the gunmen are
on before opening fire.

The long-term changes in the
demographic pattern of the Six
Counties pose big problems for
British capitalism. Sovereignty
over the Six Counties has been
an integral part of the function-
ing of the United Kingdom.

A united Ireland would cre-

themselves a Macedonian (a
threat that was recently carned
into practice on a leading Mace-
donian activist) and official sup-
port for growing Greek
nationalism, especially in the
north.

The external corollary to thisis
that the Macedonia once con-
tained within the Yugoslav fed-
eration is alleged not to be
Macedonia at all but a Slav
usurper of that title with expan-
sionist aims.

The Western powers, includ-
ing Britain, have endorsed that
view in their refusal to recognise
the ex-Yugoslav territory either
as an independent state or as
Macedonia. The region is re-
ferred to as Skopje, after its capi-
tal city.

This policy has its roots in an-
cient history. It is part of a con-
tinuing battle over the legacy of
Alexander the Great, the Mace-
donian King who had conguered
an empire stretching from
Greece and Egypt to India by the
time he died, aged 32, in 323 BC.

ate a new, potentially unstable
and- unknown quantity on its
doorstep.

But standing idly by won’t
do either. Some form of politi-
cal settlement must be sought in
the long term, and this means a
settlement which can integrate
the Catholic community.

Maybe the British govern-
ment won'’t talk to Sinn Fein
directly or openly, but there are
plenty of opportunities for de-
livering messages, via the
SDLP and Catholic dignitaries.

Intelligent British strategists
will aim to push the Republi-
cans to the right, to integrate
them into a new capitalist stabi-
lisation plan.

This means that we can ex-
pect sharp lurches in the politi-
cal situation in the Six Counties
in the next period, and new ex-
plosions as the Loyalists see the
Protestant ascendancy under
threat.

" Realists know that talk of a
stalemate in Ireland is becom-
ing unconvincing: the situation
is changing quickly. Realists
also know that a colonial power
which doesn’t win a colonial
war has in fact lost it.

Macedonia is not Greek!

The modern Greek claim that
he was a Hellene and his heirs
populate modern Greece has
long troubled archaeologists in-
terested in a more objective ap-
proach to ancient Macedonian
history.

But this problem has been
thrown strongly into relief by the
collapse of Yugoslavia, and the
real possibility of a secessionist,
nationalist movement develop-
ing in Greek Macedonia to re-
unite a divided people.

A movement which would
also impact upon Bulgaria,
which has a larger Macedonian
population).

The answer of the govern-
ment has been vicious repres-
sion, and the kindling of
dangerous Greek chauvinist and
religious fires.

This policy has been centrally
focused on the fictional Mace-
donians, but also effects other
non-existent minorities such as
Albanians. The West has so far
been a willing supporter.

Bigots fail in
‘Cities of
Refuge’

AMERICAN anti-abortionists
are getting in practice before
their expedition to Britain this
autumn. A ten-day, seven-city,
campaign of harassment
against abortion clinics there
has just come to a close, writes
Carole Seligman from San Fran-
cisco.

The pro-choice movement
prepared for the rightists cam-
paign by activating large num-
bers in the defence of clinics.

In Minneapolis a pro-choice
rally drew 4,000 supporters.
Over 1,300 volunteers have
been trained for clinic defence
in that city.

The pro-choice movement
has gained new supporters
who have never done this sort
of work before but were en-
raged by the murder of Dr.
David Gunn, who performed
abortions in Florida and else-
where in the South, by an anti-
abortion activist.

]
Who wins in
Japan?

JAPAN’S ruling Liberal
Democrats lost their overall
majority in Sunday’s elec-
tions. The Lib-Dems suffered
48 defections by MPs before
the election, forming new
‘anti-corruption’ grouplets.

But observers say that many
of those who have left premier
Miyazawa’s party have them-
selves been involved in corrup-
tion at the top levels of the
LDP, and are merely fleeing the
sinking ship.

Big losers were the main left
wing party, the Social Demo-
cratic Party of Japan (SDPJ).
SDPJ leaders have being trying
to rid themselves of their
‘Marxist’ left wing.

French want

out of Bosnia

THE FRENGH government
has threatened to withdraw
its troops from the UN
force in Bosnia unless the
UN makes air strikes
against the Serbs to de-
fend the ‘safe havens’.

The UN-enforced embargo
against arms t2 Bosnia has
brought the besieged republic
close to collapse. Now it
seems certain that the ultra-
right Croat and Serb bureauc-
racies will carve up Bosnia.
The British government is the
other major partner in the
UN’s operation.

They oppose hombings
while their forces remain in
the region, fearing that opin-
ions at home would change i/
British troops were kilied







