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Indiscreet charm of the Bundesbank smashes ERM

Maast

e

By Phil Hearse

THE DECISION to allow the
European Exchange Rate
currencies to operate in new
30 per cent margins means
the temporary abandonment
of the drive to a single Euro-
pean currency.

A single European currency
goes to the heart of the vision of
the European capitalist unity. To
compete with Japan and the
United States, leaders of capital-
ist Europe want to see Europe
eventually become a single
economy. A single economy
means common laws. And com-
mon laws eventually point the
way to a common state.

The plan for a single currency
has been put back for years. It
reveals ‘fault lines’ not just in
the ERM, but in the whole
Maastricht process itself.

The fatal flaw in Maastricht
has always been that although
the European capitalists see the
need for further integration to
fight Japan and the US, the im-
mediate needs of the different
European states vary widely.
Thus the question has always
been on whose terms will unity
be achieved?

Because Germany is the eco-
nomically most powerful Euro-
pean state it has always been
likely that German views would
prevail. That means a strong de-
flationary, ‘Euro-monetarist’
line, restricting growth.

richt in flames?

Germany needs high interest
rates to suck in investment to
complete reunification with the
east and combat inflation. The
ERM could only survive if the
rest of Europe accepted high in-
terest rates, further pushing their
own economies into recession.

There have always been huge
obstacles on the Maastricht
road, but writing off the drive to
European capitalist integration
is premature.

There are huge stakes for the
European capitalists. Not only

do they have to face bitter com-
petition from Japan and the US,
but there is the prospect of China
emerging as a major world eco-
nomic power. The only state
which has other potential op-
tions is Germany.

Debate

Indeed there is a fierce debate
in the German political estab-
lishment on just this point. The
alternative to economic and po-
litical European union is the op-
tion of trying to dominate

central and eastern Europe.

This however is fraught with
political dangers. France would
react violently by any attempt
by Germany to go it alone.

It would mean an attempt by
Germany to hold its own as a
major imperialist power at the
expense of its near neighbours -
a course which resurrects unfor-
tunate historical memories for
the European capitalist classes.

Two weeks ago France cut its
interest rates. Effective de-link-
ing of the currencies opens the

possibility of renewed growth
policies in some European
states.

It means that there is a
chance, but only a chance, of
avoiding some of the worst ex-
cesses of deflation and attacks
on the working class which
Maastricht monetary targets
would have imposed.

But without a working class
fightback we shall see one form
of capitalist attack, the Maas-
tricht road, only replaced by an-
other.

TUC '93

From failure to

irrelevance?

By Paul Clarke

THE LAST year has seen ma-
jor challenges affecting Brit-
ain’s trade unionists, each of
which the TUC has monu-
mentally failed.

These include the miners’
struggle, vital local struggles like
the Timex dispute and Burnsalls,
the 1.5 per cent pay freeze in the
public sector, rising unemploy-
ment and closures, rail privatisa-
tion and more attacks on the
NHS, the question of the Labour-
union link and the effects of the
1992 anti-union law.

By any yardstick this was a full
agenda for the TUC to get its
teeth into, and one full of oppor-
tunities for deliveridg blows
against the Tories.

But where there were victo-

Monks: behind Willis

ries, as over school testing, it
was entirely because the TUC
had nothing to do with them.

At the same time major struc-
tural changes are taking place in
the union movement; the
NALGO-NUPE-COHSE merger
has taken place to form UNISON

and the TGWU and GMB are dis-
cussing merger.

These changes are in the
process of rendering the TUC
semi-redundant as three or four
major union federations domi-
nate the movement.

The most gigantic failure of
TUC has been the miners’ strug-
gle, a fitting epitaph to Norman
Willis” period of office.

The days when the TUC brok-
ered relations between the un-
ions and the state, and the
unions and the Labour Party are
finished. Thus the Congress
House bureaucracy is reduced
more and more to a research,
education and information role.

INMusions that the TUC’s prob-
fem was Norman Willis will be
shattered by the experience of a
few months of John Monks as
general secretary.

The fact is that the TUC had a

“lllusions that the TUC’s problem was
Norman Willis will be shattered by the
experience of a few months of John
Monks as general secretary”

role when it could deliver deals
with government; since the ad-
vent of Thatcher such a role has
been excluded.

Alternatively it has a role when
it could, on rare occasions, act
as the ‘general staff * of the la-
bour movement (and that only
because of irresistible pressure
at the base).

The threat of a general strike
over the imprisoned Pentonville
Five in 1972 was the last occa-
sion it played this role.

In the epoch of new realism
and mega-federations, relations
between the unions and the La-
bour Party will go directly via
individual union leader and not
the TUC. Bill Morris, John Ed-
monds and Bill Jordan don't give
a fig what the TUC thinks.

In this new order of the labour
movement, debate on the left
about how to respond is very
underdeveloped. The creation of
new super-federations is a major
challenge, and this is highlighted
by developments in UNISON.

The new federations are po-
tentially extremely powerful
weapons of struggle. Butthe gap
between potential and reality is

enormous as in the short term
the grip of the bureaucracy is
strengthened.

In UNISON the previously
strong NALGO left can find itself
marginalised as the NUPE lead-
ership increasingly takes politi-
cal control.

The conflicts between leaders
like Morris and Edmonds with
the Labour leadership over the
link demonstrate that British
trade unionism is some way off
collapsing into American-style
business unionism.

But it would be foolish not to
understand the trend. The new
realist right has made all the run-
ning over the past decade. The
NUM is all but destroyed; the left
is very weak.

In Brighton at the beginning of
September the assembled bu-
reaucrats will_go through the
pantomime ritual of portentous
resolutions and amendments
whose only function is to filed in
the basement of Congress
House.

The sleep-walking will only
start to be broken by afight from
below and the organisation of
the left.
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Bosnians, Kurds, Marsh Arabs

New World
Order equals

ethnic

cleansing

GEORGE Bush proclaimed a
‘New World Order’ in the wake of
the Gulf War.

By this he was announcing two
things simultaneously: the proposed
political and military domination of
the United States as the world’s only
superpower, and a new era of peace
and freedom in which injustice would
be quashed by the ‘international com-
munity’.

Of course only the first was the
reality, the second pure propaganda.
Since the two things are indeed con-
tradictory, Bush’s vision was always
likely to unravel as people saw the
reality.

Somalia

Nowhere has the propaganda hype
unravelled more than in Somalia,
where it is becoming obvious that the
US intervention is far removed from
any attempt to secure aid for the or-
dinary people.

The New World Order is being
exposed in numerous other places. In
ex-Yugoslavia western intervention
has meant an arms embargo on Bos-
nia, disabling resistance to Serb and
Croat ‘ethnic cleansing’.

But ethnic cleansing is the fate of
the people of Kurdistan and of the
marshlands of southern Iraq as well.

The Marsh Arabs face the short-
term destruction of their community,
one which has existed for at least

5000 years. The Kurds are un-
der threat on three sides. And
the West, above all the United
States, is complicit in the geno-
cide being stored up for these
peoples.

The Marsh Arabs have been
under furious assault from Sad-
dam Hussein’s forces for
months. They are being tar-
geted as a dissident force be-
cause of the role of the
predominantly Shiacommunity
in the post-war uprising against
Saddam.

The marshes are being
drained, depriving the Arabs of their
livelihood and even drinking water.
A unique ecology is being vandalised
to destroy a people, and open new
areas for agriculture and oil explora-
tion. Daily the Arabs are bombarded
by shelling and missiles. Tens of
thousands have fled to Iran.

Saddam’s forces have continued to
exert pressure on Kurdistan, prepar-
ing an all-out assault which the
West’s ‘no fly zone’ will not prevent.

Offensive

Turkey and Iran both have contin-
ued military operations against the
Kurds in northern Iraq, while Turkey
continues its military offensive
against the Kurdish community in its
own country.

Thousands of people are dying,
and hundreds of thousands could die

in the marshes of southern Iraq. But
the West is not sympathetic to their
plight, and actively opposed the up-
rising against Saddam after the Gulf
war. Why?

George Bush wanted Saddam re-
moved but only from inside his own
entourage. Popular rebellion against
Saddam, especially one aided from
Iran as the revolt in southern Iraqg
undoubtedly was, sent shivers down
the spines of the Gulf oil sheikdoms
which the West was defending.

And an independent Kurdistan
threatens to destabilise the imperial-
ist order on the borders of Turkey,
Syria and Iran.

Like the Palestinians, both Kurds
and Marsh Arabs, as well as Bosni-
ans, are entirely dispensable as far as
the West is concerned. Far from be-
ing identical with the New World

Order, the ideals of peace, freedom
and justice are in complete contradic-
tion to it.

The West in general, and the
United States and United Nations
in particular are not just failing to
prevent ethnic cleansing, they are
its active agents.

Almost by definition, ethnic
cleansing takes place against those
who have little or no power.

Sanctions

The Kurds and Marsh Arabs, the
Palestinians and Bosnians, the Iraqi
people suffe:ing disease and hunger
at the hands of UN sanctions.

All these people need active soli-
darity from the working class move-
ment in the West. That’s why we
need a new anti-imperialist move-
ment.

|
Build October 16 demonstration: unite against racist violence

Challenge state

murder of Joy Gardner

systematically deployed

the police (and if you are

are ‘overstayers’.

new ‘Sus’ law which is being

against the black community.
Black motorists stopped by

young and black and drive a
car then you wil// be stopped
by the police) will now be rou-
tinely checked to see if they

lllegal immigration is the

Media coverage has been
grotesque, and not just the
openly racist papers like the
Sun and Standard. The ‘lib-
eral’ Guardian published an
odious piece which concen-
trated on attacking the far left
and apologising for the po-
lice. As Trotsky put it, when
liberals talk about morality,
hang on to your wallet.

THE CONSISTENTLY com-
bative Steve Bell published
one of his most savagely
brilliant cartoons in the
Guardian on 11 August. It
showed ‘Little Irma’ being
brought into an airport,
passing by a gagged and
manacled illegal immi-
grant being carried out.
The connection is very di-
rect: Britain has allowed in a
tiny number of Bosnian refu-
gees, let alone severe medi-
ca! cases, compared with any
other major Curopean state -
an index n:i only of ruling
class cynicism towards the
tate of Basaiz, but of bianket

racism over immigration and
towards hlack people here.

Public inquiries over Joy
Gardner’s death are beside
the point: Joy Gardner may
not have heen deliberately
killed, but her death was a by-
product of the casual brutality
meted out by the police and
immigration authorities to
hlack people.

Barbarism

And in a sense, the medie-
val harbarism of the restrain-
ing belt, manacles and
masking tafhe is not the key
anint aither, Liberal hand-
ringing over what kind of

force is ‘permissible’ in deal-
ing with ‘illegal immigrants’
evades the fact that Britain’s
immigration laws are an exer-
cise in racist thuggery and le-
gitimise numerous forms of
harassment of the black com-
munity.

In June more than 50 ‘ille-
gal immigrants’ were rounded
up on a fruit farm in Kent.
Many were from ex-Yugosla-
via. They lived in tents and
were paid pitiful wages. Prey
to the immigration squads.

But harassment goes way
beyond such desperata
groups of people. immigra-
tion offences, particularly sus-
picion of overslaying, is the

excuse for growing numbers
of raids on sweatshops and
factories, and the excuse for
violating the homes and com-
munities of black people.

Racist state

Recently the anti-racist
movement has been focussed
on racist murders and the role
of the fascists. However justi-
fied that is, Joy Gardner’s
murder is a reminder of the
deeply ingrained racism of
the British state. State racism
remains the key enemy of
black people and a key ruling
class weapon to divide the
working class.

To grasp the racist hypoc-
risy of British officialdom and
the British media, compare
the death of Joy Gardner with
that of PC Blakelock. Official
enquiries will bury this case,
and the police who killed Joy
Gardner will get off scot free;
and the media will forget it.

The left and anti-racists
must prepare a massive re-
sponse. The Unity Demonstra-
tion on 16 October provides
the opportunity for a huge dis-
play of protest against racist
murders and all forms of rac-
ist violence and harassment -
by fascisi thugs or the thugs
in blua.
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Burnsall strikers
in GMB appeal

By Bob Smith

THE BURNSALL’S strikers
are appealing against the de-
cision of GMB regional or-
ganiser, Geoff Wheatley, to
call off their dispute.

To publicise their demands,
the strikers decided to picket the
GMB HQ last Monday after-
noon along with London and
Birmingham supporters.

They hoped to get a better
response from GMB General
Secretary John Edmonds who
was ‘indisposed’ on a previous
visit when a flunky was sent out
to say it was a shame that noth-
ing could be done.

Edmonds praised the strik-

ers’ courage and determination
and pledged support at the
GMB’s conference. The strikers
are demanding he fulfills his
pledge and the GMB gives full
support for the continuation of
their struggle.

Fourteen of the strikers have
signed the statement: ‘..GMB
officials...informed us that the
dispute was closed and we could
do nothing...They then said if
we attended our rally 3 July,
criticised them or talked to the
press they would stop our indus-
trial tribunals and court
cases...We asked if we could
discuss the issues democrati-
cally, and take a vote.

‘They refused...During the
strike we had little contact with
GMB members and did noteven

have union cards or know what
branch we were in. We feelif we
had been white we would not
have been treated in such a
shabby way.’

Certainly the role of the
GMB hardly encourages low-
paid, unorganised, black,
women, young and grossly ex-
ploited workers to take the la-
bour movement seriously.

The strikers ask sympathisers
to get resolutions through their
organisations demanding the
GMB reinstate the dispute and
carry out their demands.

Send copies to Geoff
Wheatley, West Midlands
GMB, Wilthorn House, 2 Bir-
mingham Road, Halesowen,
B63 3HB, as well as to the strik-
ers and John Edmonds at GMB

HQ, Worple Road, Wimbledon,
London SW1.

For further information
Balvir Singh on 021 - 565 5416
or write 82 Rosefield Road,

Crucial struggle of Burnsall’s workers was sold out

Smethwick, B67 6BX. Dona-
tions to Burnsalls Strike fund:
c/o 27 Thursvale Road, Lindale
park, Wednesfield, Wolver-
hampton WV11 3CN.

T
UNISON - council staff

must prepare str

THE 500,000 white collar fo-
cal government members of
UNISON have voted ‘no’ to
the government’s 1.5 per
cent pay limit.

This is despite the offer being
put out to ballot with no leader-
ship recommendation. The out-
come has triggered another
ballot on industrial action. Its
outcome will be known at the
end of September, and if there is
a 'yes’ vote then action will start
on 4 October.

The UNISON ballot result was
rapidly followed by the leaking of
a letter apparently written in Feb-
ruary from then-Environment
Secretary Michael Howard to
Michael Portillo.

This accepts a 3.5 per cent
limit on any increase in local
government spending, which

Melt their pay freeze!

implies big cuts in services.
The letter warns that uniess
pay is held down the cuts will be
enormous.
Whether the leak was deliber-
ate is not known. But itis certain

ike action

to be used as ammuni-
tion by the local gov-
ernment employers.

The argument will be
that if they have to
spend more on pay, it
will translate into even
bigger job cuts.

Firefighters are hold-
ing a special confer-
ence on 2 Septemberto
discuss industrial ac-
tion against the 1.5 per
cent limit.

The imposition of
this effectively tears up
their pay formula,
which links them with
manufacturing work-

ers.

MW By a huge majority thou-
sands of BBC workers in BECTU
have also rejected the 1.5 per
cent offer.

‘No, minister!’
CPSA bites back

By Shaun Cohen

WORKERS in the Depart-
ment of Environment and
Department of Transport
held a successful one day
strike at the end of July.

The mood was buoyant and
the strike solid with CPSA and
NUCPS members out.

The strike was about three
issues; market testing, privati-
sation and proposed changes
to redundancy agreements.

Support for the strike sur-
prised even union activists
with areas that had never
taken action before consing
out.

However the stakes are

high. According to a leaked
letter between Waldegrave
and McGregor the creation of
new agencies through privati-
sation and market testing is
intended to lose jobs.

Also in the pipeline, from
April ‘94 each agency will be
responsible for negetiating
pay and conditions. Already
in place in the Inland Reve-
nue this will mean the end of
national collective bargaining.

This creeping process of
privatisation is pulling people
into action who have naver
been on strike before.

Activists must now concen-
trate on building for nation-
wide strike action on
November 5 which involves
all unions and departments.

Timex crunch

By Helen Shaw

TIMEX strikers face de-
feat unless union leaders
are prepared to act in the
facc of the imminent clo-
sure of the plant.

Despite calls for an interna-
tional boycott and messages of
solidarity the process of closure
continues. At the Monday 9 Au-
gust demonstration speakers
and many of the strikers spoke
of occupying the plant.

Much of the work to close
the factory will have to be done
by unionised workers and their
leaders must defy the anti-un-
ion laws and call on them to re-
fuse to work for Timex.

Already the laws have been
challenged. Dundee postal
workers have refused to deliver
mail to the factory. BP workers

struck in support of the Timex
strikers, and Strathclyde bus
workers refused to have any-
thing to do with Timex supplier
Young and McMillan (the ca-
tering firm that supplied their
company) forcing management
to go to another firm. The anti-
union laws have not been used
against this action.

The sacked workers are
speculating that the plant may
be closed in two weeks as an-
other 49 people were paid off
by the company on Friday 13
August.

A demonstration, backed by
the STUC has been called for
Saturday 21 August assem-
bling at 10.30am in Dudhope
Park.

But if the dispute is not to go
down to defeat, occupation and
refusal by unionised workers to
have anything to do with
Timex is the way forward.

No shift by Cardiff
UCW strikers

By Helen Shaw

1,000 POSTAL workers are on
strike'in Cardiff against the
Royal Mail’s decision to im-
pose new shift patterns. They
have been out for over two
weeks.

The Cardiff workers are furi-
ous about management trying
to treat them like robots intro-
ducing fixed duties without any
consideration about friends,
family, and social life.

The changes they want to in-
troduce mean workers would
be assigned to one shift perma-
nently. At present most work-
ers rotate their shifts which

means no-one works unso-
ciable hours or in bad delivery
areas all the time.

Fixed duties would make it
gasier for management to cut
bonus payments for evening
and night work.

Solidarity

Solidarity has been wide-
spread with offices in Bristol
and Bournemouth launching
an unofficial overtime ban to
make sure no Cardiff mail
passes through their area.

Newport, Swansea, Barry
and Brigend offices have said
they will not handle Cardiff
mail and at Worcester and Ox-
ford workers have voted to

strike if asked to touch work
from Cardiff.

UCW activists must push for
the strike to supported nation-
ally — Cardiff is the first to be
attacked and if defeated the
same will happen across Brit-
ain.

Messages of solidarity and
further information from UCW
Cardiff strike HQ, phone or fax
0222 456988

REVELL & GEORGE
Support GPMU strikers

SAT SEPT 4

Cow Lane, Salford
(off Oldfield Rd)
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Labour

by Peter Purton

TORIES in trouble seek easy
targets. Their concerted at-
tack on single parents,
driven on by the budget defi-
cit, is a rare combination of
two of their favourite
themes: that poor people are
parasites oi: the ‘productive’
part of society, and that
moral valuzs can only be se-
cured by ‘groper family life’.

The Lai.. : front bench has

once again shown that no policy
the Tories promote shall pass
without bei:x emulated by the
opposition.

Recent spe:ches by spokes-
persons sucl; -.s Tony Blair and
David Blur~:{ have reflected a

In fact & = *h of all families
are single-parent (involving 2.2
million chiliren). Nine-tenths
are headed ":; women, and the
vast majority would work if
childcare were available.

Although: the teenage birth
rate is high. unly 4 per cent of
single parents on benefits are
teenagers. The chief cause of
single-parenthood is divorce
and separation, accounting for
70 per cent.

For the Tories, this is a prob-
lem. Even though the individual
benefit payments leave most of
their recipients in dreadful pov-
erty, the total bill is large.

The Tory solution is to attack
the victim, the most recent
measure being the Child Sup-
port Act. But the situation also

g

Most people live outside the ‘nuclear family’ set-up

defies Tory philosophy. John
Redwood (Welsh Secretary)
savs ‘the natural state shouid be
the two-adult familv caring for
thetr children’.

The Tory posiuon is tadi-
tional. Labour’s echo of it es-
tablishes a consensus which
leaves the vast numbers living
outside the ideal Tory family
without a voice, and subject to
whatever further material and
ideological attack comes next.

The Tories know they can
rely on Labour not to challenge
the fundamentals, for fear of
(alleged) electoral unpopular-

ity.
Failure

Tony Blair — one of Labour’s
Bible-bashing ‘modernisers’ —
declares that ‘the task of a mod-
ern policy for the family is to
develop public policy that helps
create the best circumstances
for the family to prosper’. He
recognises that one parent can

be as good as two,
and that the balance
between men and
women has
changed — but the
fundamental ques-
tion of the family it-
self remains
unanswered.
Tories argue that
social breakdown
and disorder and
high crime rates are
caused by the
breakdown of the
traditional family.
Labour’s version
is: they are caused
by the breakdown
of the family,
which is caused it-
self by poverty and deprivation.
The argument not only disre-
gards all except working class
crime, it also ignores the other
side of the question: an im-
mense proportion of crimes are
committed inside the family, as

Bible-basher Blair

has been frequently proven.
Rape, abuse of all kinds, and
indeed a high proportion of as-
saults and murders, are commit-
ted between family members -
and always have been. The idea
that if we just get people jobs
and better housing family life

DIBIN] MBIDUY (YUBIDOOYd

lets Tories cheat
on ‘Happy Families’

will be restored to its 1950°s
‘Persil’ image is utopian.

That preaching by politi-
cians, church and community
leaders will ‘restore’ the sanc-
tity of the family is demonstra-
bly mythical.

Campaign

From the left, the response
should be to campaign for
measures such as a woman’s
right to control her own fertility
and proper childcare, and equal-
ity in all spheres for lesbians
and gay men, and everything
else which enhances the strug-
gle of women and of lesbians
and gay men against their op-
pression.

Our goal is not the ‘restora-
tion’ of family values, because
the family is itself oppressive,
but ultimately the liberation of
social relations and the devel-
opment of better forms of or-
ganising our lives as part of a
socialist society.

uossyep Ined :ydeibojoyd

Is prejudice inherited?

Born to be gay?

by Pete Purton

SO SOME scientist claims he has
found the gene which ‘causes’ homo-
sexuality! *ow we know, we can...do
what, exactly? Eliminate gays at
source? Or since we can't help it any-
way, seeing as its genetic, should we
treat it as any other inherited misfor-
tune?

The meo + splash about this ‘discov-

ery’ demar o zied only that rational de-

. bate on se+ ity is almost impossible.
Rationz' =ople substitute prejudice
for reascr: . iie the bigots relish another
opportuni - revel in their ignorant vit-
riol. ‘Scier:iii:c’ newspaper reports, radio

phone-ins. = “~vision interviews with re-

spectable :.ures from the Stonewall
Group, we's had them all.

And most of it was a load of nonsense.

The scientific nature of the discovery
is, at best, questionable. They found that
some of a sample of brothers who were
both gay had genes which ‘predisposed
them that way’. What a surprise! In truth,
scientists have made similar discoveries
time and time again — only for the re-
search’s conclusions to be proved falla-
cious, or lead nowhere.

What about lesbians?

But what about lesbians? Do lesbians
have the same special genes as gay men?
If they do, why haven’t they been discov-
ered? If they haven't, does it mean that
leshians aren’t homosexual?

hat about the countless numbers of
people who are lesbian or gay who aren’t
related to oneg another, or who haven’t or
can’t come out, for reasons of feared
discrimination or because they are

trapped into a heterosexual re-
lationship?

[t seems pure prejudice that
no one has drawn another pos-
sible conclusion: if sexuality is
genetic, surely most harmful
deviant behaviour in the world
comes from heterosexual
males, so maybe its the hetero-
sexual gene which is defective.

There has been a predictably
depressing response from so-
called spokespersons (actually men)
from the lesbian and gay movement. The
staid, lobbyist Stonewall and the radical
direct action group Outrage share a com-
mon view for all their differences. They
also think sexuality is biologically deter-
mined.

Peter Tatchell of Qutrage, in arguing
that we are a valuable part of society,
repeated the unoriginal myth that gays are
predisposed to be more peaceful, artistic
and creative than heterosexuals.

Lesbians apparently don’t count. it’s
merely the other side of the popular myth
that ail ballet dancers are ‘fairies’. The
political method involved is that of ac-
cepting that society is as it is, and that all
we want is to be accepted into it.

Revolutionaries have a different ap-
proach. We do nct have a pet theory as to
the ‘cause’ of homosexuality. Orindeed of

heterosexuality, which is a no less valid
question. But there is plentiful evidence —
such as thousands of years of history —
that all sexuality is socially constructed, not
biologically determined.

There is also ample evidence that the
oppression of homosexuality is not an

accident. We believe it is a consequence -

of the establishment of heterosexuality as
the dominant sexuality, with the nuclear,
straight family as its current form, delib-
erately upheld and secured by the state as
part of the structure of society which best
serves the needs of the capitalist class.

While struggling to gain every possible
improvement in the legal and social posi-
tion of lesbians and gay men, we believe
such reforms are steps on a road and will
not in themselves totally eliminate dis-
crimination.

Liberation

Our liberation can only come about
through a transformation in the social
order brought about by socialist revoiu-
tion. In a new social order, things which
now appear ‘natural’ and ‘inevitable’ like
the family and heterosexual dominance
will undergo dramatic changes.

Then we will be able to create condi-
tions in which human sexuality can de-

_velop in directions which we cannot now

predict.
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Susan McHugh addresses Dublin ‘Peace 93’ Rally

Anglo-lrish accord in tatters

Labour’s plans

for partition

By David Coen

THE LEAKING of the Labour lead-
ership document ‘Options for a La-
bour Government’ in the run up to
the Maastricht vote came as no real
surprise.

It was not that the document or the
proposals were new: it was prepared in
expectation of Labour winning the 1992
General Election.

Of other ‘options’ we haven’t heard,
it contained only one -~ joint Lon-
don/Dublin sovereignty over a legaily
independent Northern Ireland for a pe-
riod of 20 years.

The nine Ulster Unionists led by
James Molyneaux saved the Tories
from defeat on the Social Chapter opt-
out clause in the Maastricht Bill and kept
Major in office.

The terms of Major’s deal with the

UUP seem to involve a parliamentary .

‘select committee on Northern Ireland
and some more consultation on ‘secu-
rity’.

But most importantl for the Union-
ists it gives them leverage over policy.
‘There’ll be no more of that John

Hume/Kevin McNamara/Dick Spring
nonsense” Ken Maginnis of the UUP
was quoted as saying.

The Mayhew talks are now seen to be
dead. The British can hardly continue the
pretence of neutrality; and the Unionist
veto is back at the centre of British poli-
tics in a manner not seen since the break
up of the Conservative and Unionist
Party of Great Britain and Northern ire-
land after Heath abolished the Stormont
Government in 1972

The 1985 Anglo-Irish Agreement,
hated by the Unionists because of the
involvement of Dublin, is also under
threat.

Six month deadline

The McNamara document tried to
break this logjam by threatening that if
no agreement was reached in six months,
a Labour Government would talk to
Dublin about joint sovereignty.

The venomous tone which greeted
McNamara’s document was surprising
given the mildness of what was being
proposed.

In essence, his proposals mean the
continuation of British rule for another
20 years with the active involvement of
Dublin, which would be required, in re-
turn, to drop its claim to the North.

The North of Ireland would be given
independent legal status with EC recog-

nition and governed by a five-person
Executive Joint Authority, three elected
from the North by Proportional Repre-
sentation and one each from London and
Dublin.

‘Security’ would be under joint Brit-
ish and Irish control and there would be
a Bill of Rights.

Inbuilt majority

So, instead of a bold step towards
facing down the Unionists the Options
document is another attempt at a British
solution. This is a partitionist solution.
The original border was drawn so as to
give the Unionists an inbuilt majority
and their policies of discrimination.

After 20 years of direct rule from
Westminster and with up to 45 per cent
of the workforce employed directly or
indirectly by the British State, discrimi-
nation in employment has hardly
changed.

Several Unionist local councils have
recently been prosecuted for their dis-
criminatory policies. :

In other words, a Labour government
is simply not going to be able to make
the sectarian statelet work in such a way
as to bring about its own demise in 20
years. The record of the past 70 years is
against it. Sooner or later it would have
to face down the threat of armed action
by sections of the Unionist population.

|
“In essence, Labour’s
proposals mean the
continuation of British
rule for another 20
years with the active
involvement of
Dublin...”

To succeed, the Unionists would, as
with the Curragh Mutiny of 1912 or the
Sunningdale Agreement of 1974, have
to rely on support in Britain — the Tory
right and some elements influenced by
the Orange Order in England and Scot-
land. But these elements are now much
weaker than in the past and could be
defeated politically.

A Labour Party which campaigned
for Irish unity would attract massive
support. After all, opinion polls, even
after IRA ‘mistakes’ such as War-
rington, show a majority in support of
withdrawal.

To succeed, Labour will need to state
openly that it will not allow the Unionist
veto to stop progress toIrish unity. There
is a possibility that some elements in the
state apparatus will try to obstruct such
a policy in the manner of South Africa
but the only way to minimise this risk is
an open political campaign.

There should be no hidden agenda
which can be leaked at the whim of the
Secret Service for purposes of political
de-stabilisation.

Dangerous

McNamara’s proposals are danger-
ous even though they may not even be-
come Party policy. While they represent
for the first time ever an attempt to con-
front the Unionist veto and break with
the bipartisan approach which has char-
acterised British policies since Partition,
their effect would be to copper-fasten
British rule and partition.

Itis this light we must also look at the
proposals coming from the Labour Party
Irish Society, many of whose members
have come from the virtually defunct
Labour Committee on Ireland.

Their recent document, ‘Ireland —
Time for Peace’ is almost the same as the
McNamara document (not surprising,
given that some leading advisers to the
LP are also members of the LPIS), the
only substantial difference being that the
LPI5 call for withdrawal after 20 years
of joint sovereignty.

The PTA is not mentioned and the
document evades the issue of Diplock
Courts, shoot to kill and the whole appa-
ratus of repression which underpins the
Unionist veto. Presumably a more ‘car-
ing’ version of the same policies would
be implemented under Labour.

It is not surprising that in the massive
policy vacuum following the obvious
failure of the latest British initiative,
many other forces should now be at-
tempting to force their way on to the
stage.

Opportunities

The closet Unionists of Democracy
Now, the Campaign for Labour Repre-
sentation and the various ‘peace’ move-
ments all recognise the opportunities
presented by the political upheaval in
Britain.

Supporters of withdrawal and Irish
unity in the Labour movement, and there
are many, could well face an onslaught
designed to persuade them that joint sov-
ereignty is the only realistic path to
unity.

The big danger is that, given the ab-
sence of leadership and organisation,
these people will be attracted by the
McNamara bandwagon or its lesser ver-
sion, the LPIS.

The latest crisis of British rule pro-
vides us with a historic opportunity; we
shouldn’t fet it slip.
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Poverty
sparks
cholera,
diphtheria
outbreaks

A PREVIOUSLY unknown
strain of cholera is
sweeping Bangladesh.
World Health Organisation
officials are warning that it
could become a world
epidemic.

The new strain is believed
to have originated in the
squalor of Calcutta and
spread across the border.

Meanwhile holiday compa-
nies have cancelled trips to
Russia because of an out-
break of diphtheria in Moscow
and St. Petersburg.

This outbreak is obviously
connected to the growth of
mass poverty, homelessness,
food shortages and the semi-
collapse of many health serv-
ices in the ex-USSR.

The new epidemics come
hard on the heels of the chol-
era outbreak which swept
much of Latin America in the
last three years.

Cholera is carried in dirty
water; the only sure way o
stop it is to provide clean
water — something which mil-
lions in the ‘third world’ have
no access to.

If AIDS is included, the
new epidemics are the third
and fourth in the past decade.

The cholera epidvmics are
certainly attributable to wors-
ening economic conditions,
as is the diphtheria epidemic
in the ex-USSR.

It is difficult to imagine a
more damning indictment of
the effects of the world capi-
talist crisis.

Palestinians face

By Roland Rance

ISRAEL’S latest blitzkrieg in
South Lebanon left at least
130 Palestinians and Leba-
nese killed, with about
500,000 driven from their
homes.

But this has been followed
by renewed US shuttle diplo-
macy in the Middle East and
talk of an imminent agreement
between Israel and Syria.

Meanwhile, Israeli cabinet
ministers have for the first time
had an official meeting with a
PLO representative, while
prominent Palestinians have
threatened to withdraw from the
delegation to the Middie East
peace talks.

What is happening behind
these apparently contradictory
events?

Political targets

In fact, it is precisely these
political developments, rather
than any territorial gain or even
the destruction of Hizbullah,
which were the purpose of Is-
rael’s attack.

Israel has shown its intention
and ability to dictate the terms
of any agrement in the Middle
East.

It expects Syrian President
Hafez el-Assad to bring Hizbul-
lah under control and accept a
US-brokered settlement on the
lines of the 1978 Camp David
Treaty between Israe! and
Egypt. US Secretary of State

' Arafat

Warren Christopher is now
working out the details.

PLO Chairman Yasser Ara-
fat, by apparently signalling his
willingness to accept Israel’s
terms for Palestinian ‘auton-
omy’ in part of the 1967-occu-

Anger at Israeli attack press

political stitch-up

urised PLO leaders
pied territories, sparked
off a resignation threat by
three members of the Pal-
estinian delegation to the
‘peace’ talks (Faisal
Husseini, Hanan Ashrawi
and Saeb Erakat}.
Unlike delegation
leader Dr Haider Abd el-
Shafi, a veteran nationalist
respected by the Palestin-
ian left (whe had pre-
viously resigned but been
coerced by Arafat into re-
turning) the three were
considered Arafat loyal-
ists.
Many believe that their
threat, and Arafat’s re-
ported promise to consult the
delegation more closely in fu-
ture, were a ploy deigned to re-
store the delegation’s waning
credibility.
According to a recent poll,

half the Palestinians in the occu-
pied territories favour with-
drawal from the talks.

A key to understanding re-
cent developmenis was unwit-
tingly given in the Jewish
Chronicle by writer Chaim Ber-
mant, who argued that dictators
such as Assad, like Sadat at
Camp David, could find it easier
to make peace with Israel than
would the relatively democratic
PLO.

Represion

The truth is that ‘peace’ on
Israel’s terms can only be en-
forced by military strength and
domestic repression.

The latest machinations dem-
onstrate clearly that the rights
and liberation of the Palestinian
people are inextricably linked
with the struggle for the libera-
tion of the whole Arab world.

Enraged youth plot revolution

By Duncan
Chapple

With our own brand of beer,
our own currency and state
power for one week in a
Swedish forest, the Fourth In-
ternational’s July youth camp
Was a massive success.

More than 800 young rebels
from 15 countries came together
to debate the way forward for
revolutionary youth.

Now in its tenth year, the
camp marked a new stage of
success — it was the youngest
camp and the most politically
lively.

The average age of the 200
Swedish Young Socialists, for
instance, was just over 17. Only
a minority were already mem-
bers of the Fourth International.

To even out the different val-
ues of European currencies, we
produced our own money — the
Peng. The less rich the country
you came from, the more Peng

you got for your money. This :

meant that young people from
Eastern and Southern Europe
cculd buy things at the camp
more cheaply.

As well as our own food,
Revolution beer and Cuba Cola
were made for camp — sold at
special bars run together by all
the different national delegations
- during our own licensing
hours!

To keep the fun going, there
were discos every night, a con-
cert with two popular Swedish
rock bandsand alesbian and gay
night with a French rapper, awild
Portuguese group and lots of fun
party games.

Even Jan Hammerlund, the
Scandinavian Billy Bragg,
dropped by todo agig in English,
French, Castilian and Swedish.

With so many people at the
youth camp for their first time,
the political programme im-
proved too. Ideas were explained
more clearly art vividly than be-

fore, and our political tasks out-
lined more sharply.
Speaking at the final rally

uejeuoewsly :ydeibojold

Claude Gabriel, from the United
Secretariat of the Fourth Interna-
tional, explained that a new po-
litical - generation is arising in
Europe. ‘We have to be the most
subversive, the most intransi-
gent, uncorrupted by the capital-
ist system’ explained the French
revolutionary.

‘The most subversive, the mos

ik

The unique feature of the
camp is its democracy. The
camp is run by representatives
from every delegation and, be-
cause the cleaning, cooking and
other work is shared between the
campers, it means everyone has
an incentive to make sure prob-
lems get sorted out quickly!

t intransigent, uncorrupted by capitalism’

All'in all, the camp is a unique
and fantastic experience. Next
summer the camp will be a lot
closer to Britain—and cheaper to
travel to.

To put your name down for a
brochure for next year’s camp,
write to Liberation now! PO Box
1109, London N4 2UU.
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