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truggle agains
the debt!

gangsters because they are an embarrassment.

In a little over a week, the leaders of the seven richest capitalist
nations assemble in London to review the world economy. Bush,
Kohl, Mitterrand and the rest will gloat over their Gulf war
‘triumph’. They will lay down demands to Gorbachev to speed
up privatisation and marketisation in the USSR.

They will not do anything, however, to relieve the victims of what
Brazilian Workers Party leader Lula has called the ‘undeclared
world war’. That war is the ferocious impoverishment of less-
developed countries through pumping out money to pay off the
debt to Western banks and governments. :
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Every aspect of life in the poor countries is worsened by the debt.
Health and the environment deteriorate, leading to new
epidemics like the horrible cholera outbreak in Latin America.
The burden on women increases, as they struggle to support
families thrown into desperate poverty. Millions starve in Africa
because the aid they get is a pittance compared with the tribute

paid to the West.

On 13 July the Campaign against Debt will mobilise to say to the
West’'s leaders that this war against the people of the poorer
countries must stop. And this is just the beginning, part of an
international campaign. Contingents from other European
countries will be there. Show the capitalist leaders that, while they
gorge themselves and pat one another on the back, the hundreds
of millions they condemn to misery will not be forgotten.
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“Women and
the debt

Debt affects both women and
men in ‘Third World’
countries—but the sharing of
that burden is unequal. The
poverty caused by debt rein-
forces the existing sexual
division of labour. But the
role of women in anti-im-

perialist struggles —and their

struggles within ‘Third
World’ societies — is often
overlooked.

While it is true that the posi-
tion of many women has im-
proved since the days of direct
colonial rule, the oppression of

women is still deeply rooted in
‘Third World’ societies. And in

many ways, the situation is wor-

sening.

Anunderstanding of the rela-

tion between the oppression of
women and indebtedness, re-

guires an analysis of the

evelopment of capitalism fol-
lowing struggles for inde-
pendance.
In Africa, white settlers relied

on cheap, Black male labour as
mineworkers, farmworkers,
and later in manufacturing in-
dustry. Women's labour was
only required towards the end

of colonial rule — as domestic

workers.

- Migrant workers generally
lived hundreds of miles from

their families. Women would be
left in the countryside with
children, surviving on subsis-
tence crops.

In Zimbabwe (by no means
the poorest or most indebted
African country) the colonial ex-
propriation of land resulted in
the establishment of ‘reserves’,
where women, children and the
elderly were forced to live.
Traditional systems of agricul-
ture broke down, and the pat-
tern of environmental degrada-
tion began, leading to

widespread impoverishment.

It was these factors that led to
women playing a prominent
role in the war for inde-
‘pendance. After the war, the

osition of black women in the

abour market improved. In-

1981, white women comprised
54% of the female workforce,

and black women 46%. By 1985

the position had reversed, so
that black women comprised

some 83% of female workers.

However, the worsening
economic situation — a product
of indebtedness —meantthat the
proportion of women in the
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workforce as a whole fell from
14% to 12%. |

The relation between the ex-
ploitation of women and the
debt is starkly demonstrated in
the case of Thailand. In 1984 the
countrv’s debt totalled $14 bil-
lion, equal to that of Peru. A
major source of foreign curren-
cy tor the country is the ‘hidden
economy’ ~its thriving prostitu-
tion industry. |

Young girls (and boys) are

are super-exploited, and ex-
posed to a high level of danger
from violence and disease.

And in the Philippines, the
remittances paid from the
domestic labour of Philippino
women working as servants in

‘the West, make up a large

proportion of the hard currency
that goes to pay the country’s
foreign debt

Latin American women have
countered their marginalisation

abortion, forced sterilisation
and domestic violence, women
have been able to make an im-
pact on trades unions and other
workers’ organisations.
Women in ‘Third World’
countries frequently find that
they face battles on many
fronts. The rise of religious fun-
damentalism — christian, mus-
lim, hindu or jewish ~ that is
accompanying the world reces-
sion, demonstrates the impor-

sold to brothels for rich tourists
by families desperate for
money. Prostitutes in Thailand

What debt does to the

The debt has imposed en-

vironmental destruction on

the less-developed countries

through the pattern of

development which grinding
poverty imposes. While the
~ details of how this happens
‘differ from country to
country, there are common

factors throughout much of
the ‘third world’. |

First, thereis water pollution,
air pollution and toxification —
linked to the use of chemical
products, especially pesticides.
Water pollution often stems
from rapid wurbanisation;
peasants driven off the land by

»overty have been forced into
arge urban shantytowns.
Among other things, the shan-
tytowns are poorly equipped
with sewage facilities.

Because of the closeness of
water wells to cesspools, there
is constant bacteriological con-
. tamination of the water. The ef-
fects of this have been seen
dramatically in the last few
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environment

months in the cholera epidemic
which has broken out in Latin
America. Starting in Peruy,
where thousands have already
died, the epidemic has spread
to Chile, Bolivia, Colombia, and
Brazil. The epidemic is directly
cauSed by the lack of clean
water; it is not just a health
problem, itis an environmental
problem, caused by poverty.

Because industrial processes
in the less-developed countries
are more antiquated, and be-
cause of the lack of government
regulation, urban industries
give rise to much more pollu-
tion than in the advanced
countries, disrupting normal
ecological cycles. Toxic metals
like mercury and lead are
regularly pumped into water
supplies; cases of poisoning
from drinking metal-con-
taminated water abound.

The worst air pollution
anywhere is in the major third

. world cities like Sao Paulo and

Mexico City. In Sao Paulo the
daily toll of pollution is enor-
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mous; amongst the poisons
pumped into the atmosphere
are 90 tons of sulphur dioxide,
5000 tons of carbon monoxide,
500 tons of particle materials,

and 1200 tons of hydrocarbons

and hydrogen dioxide.

The overall effect of this con-
tamination goes well beyond
the cities. City pollutionin Latin
America stretches out into the
countryside and even as far as
the coast of the Caribbean.

Toxic contamination in the
third world is also intensified
by the use of many pesticides
forbidden in more developed
countries. Such pesticides enter
the food chain, in particular af-
fecting cows milk, with in-
evitable effects on babies.

- Every year the world loses
twice the amount of agricul-
tural land as is added. An area
the size of Britain is disappear-

ing annually. The UN Environ-

mental Programme has es-
timated that in the next 20 years
some 60 million hectares of
agricultural land will be lost
due to erosion, urbanisation
and other forms of soil degrada-
tion.

The desert is advancing in

many areas, but especiaily in
Africa between the Sahara and
the Sahel. This is not solely due

to climatic factors, but also to

deforestation, overgrazing and
improper land management.
During the first eight decades of
this century more than haif of
the forested areas in developing
nations has been destroyed. In-
discriminate tree felling for in-
dustrial purposes, for provid-
ing firewood or simply for
clearing land would, at the
present rate, completely
destroy the forest in fifty years
from now. | '
Deforestation causes soil
erosion, because the natural
protection against rain is lost;

the torrential rains in tropical-

withthe deve10£ment of amajor
movement. Through taking

up‘women’s issues’ such as

tance of linking the struggle
‘against debt with the fight for

women’s liberation.
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areas wash the topsoil off into
rivers, irrigational canals and
then into the sea. In turn,
obstruction of drainage facilities
causes progressive salinisation
of the soil. The wind then com-
pletes the destructive pattern.
Part of the forest destruction
can be directly attributed to the
greed of big companies. But it is
also the consequence of the ex-
treme poverty of many rural
groups, who have constantly to
cut down the forest for the
firewood to cook and keep
warm, and also so they can clear
the land and plant subsistence

crciss.

ith the advance of commer-
cial agriculture and ranching,
large numbers of the im-

poverished rural populationare
pushed towards the forest and
mountainous areas, advancing
the process of forest destruction.

Just part of the spectrum of
degradation of the third world
environment has been outlined
here. The root cause of it all is
poverty. The masses of the third
world need land, not being
driven off the land by urbanisa-
tion and big ranchers. They
need fresh clean water. They
need industries that do not

wreck the environment. They~

need an end to toxic pesticides

and the dumping of waste from

the advanced countries. That
means an end to the debt and a
new pattern of economic
development.




Next week the leaders of the
seven richest nations (‘G7’)
arrive in London to discuss
the management of the
world economy. High on
their agenda will be assess-
ing how much more they
can squeeze from the
world’s indebted nations -
in Asia, Africa, and aboveall

Latin America. How were
the chains of debt bondage
forged?

e origin of debt crisis is in
the explosion of oil prices fol-
lowing the 1973 Arab-Israeli

“war. Western banks were

flooded with ‘petro-dollars”

from the oil-rich states.
Desperate to recycle these
deposits at maximum profit,
the banks scoured the world to
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lend money.

For the ruling elites in the
so-called ‘third world’
countries, this seemed a golden
opportunity to boost their
economies, or at least their own
bank balances. As an orgy of
borrowing took place, vast
amounts were salted away in
Swiss bank accounts and
wasted on ‘prestige’ projects.
Very little found its way to the
people of the 1f'::oc:}rer nations.

Borrowing
and individuals, is no problem
so long as you can keep up the
repayments. But economic
developments in the West
sabotaged theability of the deb-
tors to pay. First, between 1980
and 1982 the US economy was
sharply deflated. Imports of
raw materials from the poorer

jow should

- the debt be
fought?

Why don’t the debtor na-
tions refuse to pay the vast
interest rates which con-
demn their countries to in-
definite poverty? Surely the
obvious solution for Brazil,
Argentina, Mexico, Nigeria
and other large debtcr na-
tions is to simply defauit? In-
deed, this would be the best
solution, turning the tables
on the IMF, World Bank and

the corporate loan sharks
like Citicorp and Barclays.

The reason they don’t is

olitical. It is extremely difficult
or an individual country to
default. Foreign credits and
loan rescheduling are vital to
gain the foreign currency -
especially dollars — needed to
finance imports. If one country
defaulted the response from the
West would be immediate and
massive. When former
Peruvian president Alan Garcia
- declared a 90-day moratorium
on debt payment, Peru was hit
by devastating financial sanc-
tions.

To be politically effective,
default would be better carried
out by several countries acting
together. The issue is one of
political will - the willingness to

It would mean having to figh

have a head-on battle with im- -

perialism. |

If a revolutionary working
class government came to
Fower in one country, especial-
yinastrong country like Brazil,
refusal to pay the debt, at least
in its present form, would be
essential. But the consequence
would be an immediate con-
frontation with the imperialists.

1
to mobilise support in other
debtor countries, and fighting
for political solidarity from the
workers movement in the West.

The ruling classes in the debt-
or countries dare not con-
template a fight with im-
perialism over the debt, because
they are dependent on imperialism
themselves. In any case it is not

the rich elites who suffer from

the debt crisis, but the poor. The
rich can get their money out of
the country. Their whole
livelihood is linked to trade and
financial deals with the United
States and other imperialist na-
tions. Repudiation of the debt,
which means a revolutionary
mobilisation, is directly against
their own interests.
Repudiation of the debt is
therefore highly unlikely
without the revolutionary con-
quest of power by the popular
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nations slumped. Commodity
prices fell sharply. The result
was a collapse in export earn-
ings to finance debt repayment.

When the US economy
turned around on the basis of
massive borrowing and a huge
budget deficit after 1983, US in-
terest rates shot up. But the
third world debt was tied to US
interest rates. The repayment of
the interest on the debt grew to
staggering proportions.

"Ig't%e negtpacf in the tragedy
was rescheduling the debt. In
effect, this meant the debtors
had to borrow yet more money
—~ but at a massive cost.
only banks were involved in
rescheduling but the world’s
‘lenders of last resort’ - the in-

change for rescheduling the
debt they demanded grinding
austerity. |

The great money trick of the
debt has imposed a Catch-22
situation on the borrowers. For
the first time in the post-war
world the less-developed
countries have become net ex-
porters of capital. The transfer of
funds in debt repayment from
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counties are the victims of float-
ing interest rates. High interest
rates since the early 1980s en-
sure that the debt will be repaid
many times over without any
substantial inroads being made
into the capital sum owing. The
figures are staggering. It has
been estimated that Brazil paid-
a total of $33 billion in ‘excess’
interest between 1973 and 1985.

Thedebtor nations havebeen

Not

the poor to the rich nations in-

creased from $7 billion in 1981
to $74 billion in 1985. But this
conceals the real figure because
the rich in the debtor countries
have exported huge amounts of
capital back to bank accounts in
London, New York and Swit-
zerland.

Like home owners stuck

mugged. They are victims of a
loan-sharking operation, which
does not differ in any way from |
the operation of loan shark
mafias in New York or
Manchester. But more than that
they are the victims of
economic recession and finan-
cial instability in the advanced

ternational money cops of the - with variable mortgageratesin  capitalist countries.
IMF and the World Bank. Inex- ~ Britain, the less-developed
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masses in the debtor nations.

What role is there then for an

anti-debt campaignin the West?
It would take a truly gigantic

campaign to force cancellation

of the debt, when so much is
involved for the banks and

financial institutions. But cam-
paigning against the debt, rais-
ing it as a central issue in the
labour movement, will create
the conditions to suiport move-

ments for fighting the debt bur-
den in the third world. A bi
campaign against the debt wi
pressurise the G7 loan sharks,

‘making it more difficult to im-

pose harsh new conditions.
- The fight against the debt has

to be a dual fight - against the
ruling elites in the third world
and against theIMF debtsquads |
est. The Cancel the Debt

inthe
campaign in Britain is a small

step toward$what mustbecome
a much larger campaign. Next
year's G7 summit is in Ger-

many, and already preparations

are being made for an interna-

tional demonstration.

Support Brazilian
plantation workers

Rubber giant Michelin has dismissed 45 workers at its
plantation at Camamu in Brazil. Camamu was the site of a
strike in April and May, and many of the workers dis-
missed were leading activists in the strike. All the dis-
missed workers have been told to vacate their houses on
the plantation, and they will now have to find housing in

nearby slums. ‘
~ The planation workers union has condemned the dismissals
as illegal, and has decided to take Michelin to court.

The union has appealed to workers internationally to put
pressure on Michelin to reinstate the sacked workers. Send letters
of protest to:- - | |

Michelin Fazenda Tres Pancadas

Rodovia [tubera - Camamu Km 5

Caixa Postal 2, CEP 45442

Itubera, Brazil |

Send copies to:

Sindicato de Trabalhadores Rurais de Camamu

CEP 45444 Camamu, Bahia

Brazil |
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D UTLOOK
Walton by-election

____Home News

Why we’re not

acking
The decision of the Broad Left to stand Lesley
Mahmood in the Walton by-election against official
Labour candidate Peter Kilfoyle has caused intense
controversy on the left. Socialist Outlook, while
blaming the Kinnock and the Liverpool council
leadership for the division, says the decision is a
mistake. SEAN TUNNEY spoke to a member of

Liverpool Labour Party who is also in the Broad
Left, but who opposed the decision to stand

strategy of the Harry
mer leadership of the coun-
cil. Disillusion with the
council made many Labour
voters abstain
vote city

Mahmood. This is his explanation.

The decision to

came in the wake of
the victory of five
Broad Left candidates in the

local council elections. The

five were successful for a

number of reasons. First, it
- was a genuine vote against

the cuts and redundancies

n - Labour’s
-wide went down
from 80,000 to 50,000.

The five successful Broad
Left council candidates called
themselves things like ‘Anfield

Labour candidate’ and so there

was a lot of confusion. But also,

some of the Broad Left can-

didates were the sitting Labour

councillors, and that com-
unded confusion.

The Broad Left threw a lot of

resources into the elections —

they had up to 70 people can-
vassing for each candidate, an
enormous number for a council

election here.
The response to the council elec-

stand Mahmood

“election,

Rim-

tions was euphoria in the Broad
Left. Two weeks before the local
elections they had decided not
to form a separate Broad Left
group on the council: After the
e suddenly they
reversed the decision. They
thought they could take on the
world. They’d defeated the Poll
Tax, and beaten Labour in five
local seats. Thft?lr thought they

would be the official opposition

on the council within a week

and win a majority on the coun-
cil within a year.

I think the council victories
went to the heads of the Broad
Left. What they should have
said jg: “Wonderful, we have
won a victory in the local elec-
tions. Now we are going to turn

- this back into the Labour Party

locally. We are going to
demand the reinstatement of

the suspended Labour council-

lors. We are going to link up
with those Labour councillors
who are not in the Broad Left
but who oppose cuts and
redundancies. We are going to
fight for a Labour majority
against Rimmer’s strategy”.
Instead of doing that the
Broad Left went for forming

Socialist Organiser
and Liverpool

This paper has argued that the
Broad Left Lesley Mahmood
candidacy in Waltonis a mistake
- a tactical mistake, not an error
of principle. But we have placed
all the blame for the situation of
two labour movement can-
didates where it belongs - on
Kinnock, the Liverpool council
leadership and the rest of the
witch hunting gang.
- Socialist Organiser  has
responded rather differently. Its
two-page coverage in Socialist Or-
- ganiser 490, under screaming ban-
ner headlines of 'Vote Labour in
Walton', verges on witch hunting of
Militant.

Two examples. They say ‘New-
castle and Glasgow accents were
prominent among Broad Left
canvassers’. So what? Is Sccialist
Organiser going to join forces with
the Kinnockites against ‘outside
agitators'? Every candidate in a by-
election gets help from canvassers

| from outside the constituency.

In an interview with a thinly-dis-

guised Socialist Organiser sup-
porter they demand that Lesley
Mahmood be ‘humiliatingly
defeated'! That of course is just the
right note to strike with Broad Left
comrades who have made a mis-
take!

The crucial error of the Broad
Left in Walton is that they have
chosen atactic which will minimise,
rather than maximise, the
demonstration of political opposi-
tion to Kinnockism. Many workers
opposed to cuts in jobs and ser-
vices in Liverpool will vote for Kil-
foyle to keep out the Liberals. A
by-election under the national spot-
light cannot be a re-run of the local

elections, where the Broad Leftwon

five council seats.
But instead of taking up this tac-
tical debate, Socialist Organiser ad-

dresses the Liverpool Broad Leftas -
if they were the key enemy. Thatis
the typical response of the hope-

less and mindless sectarian. We

prefer to reserve our hostility forthe -

Kinnockite witch hunters.
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their own council group and
- then made the decision to stand

in Walton. They drew the
wrong conclusions from their
council election victory. In Wir-
ral a fight to reinstate
suspended Labour councillors
has been successful. |
Oneargument used infavour
of supporting Mahmood is that

Kilfoyle is an imposed can-

didate. But he is not — he beat
Mahmood in a selection con-
test. As for winning unfairly,

~ lots of candidates have ‘unfair’

advantages. Jeremy Corbyn has

‘a strong advantage in Islington

as a siting MP’. No serious char-
ges of irregularity have been
made about Kilfoyle’s selection.

It is important to understand
the character of the Broad Left
in Liverpool. It is an invitation-
only organisation; it has about
420 pec’;ﬁle in its city-wide
group. Though Militant is not
dominant numerically, it is
politically. Many people out-
side Liverpool have the illusion

‘that the Broad Left is massively

popular amongst trade
unionists fighting the redun-

dancies, or that Mahmood'’s.
candidacy is deeply linked to

that fight. But that is really an
illusion. The Broad Left has
some support in GMB, but in
other unions it's much weaker.
For example, Morning Star sup-
porters lead NALGO, but by
default because the Broad
Left /Militant have had such a
sectarian attitude, for a long
time regarding NALGO as
some kind of middle class out-
fit. *

The attempt to make an iden-
tity between the council
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fightback and the Mahmood
candidacy weakens the united
front approach which is neces-

sary to build the maximum

unity in the workforce against
the cuts and redundancies.

It remains an open question
whether Militant supporters
will try to extend what they've
done in Liverpool across the

country. At a Broad Left meet- -

ing they explained that there
would be a temporary break
form the Labour Party national-
ly in Liverpool, but they would
soon be 1joime:d by other areas
nationally, to form a new
Labour Party which would
replace the old one — the rest of
the Labour Party would just be-
come a shell.

If this is what they really want
to do, then it’s a complete mis-
reading of the present situation
and of history. Socialists are in

the Labour Party not because of

it currently has a left wing ora

right wing policy — anyway that
cagn' changel? 'Ihcgy are there be-
cause it is the mass party of the
working class, and because of its
links with the unions.

When the ILP split from
Labour in the 1930s, they had
16,000 members and at least 17
MPs—and infive years they had
virtually disappeared. So if the
Broad Left arereally going to try
to make this a national develo
ment, they are misreading the
situation today. We are

nowhere near a split which

would create a new and viable
socialist party.

The programme and con-
cerns of the Broad Left are politi-
cally limited and parochial. All
they put forward is opposition
to redundancies and the poll
tax, with occasional references
to the NHS. And all of it is
limited to Liverpool. In par-
ticular they don't raise at all the

issue of racism. The black com-

munity in Liverpool is ghet-

toised in Toxteth, and Walton is

a nearly all-white constituency.
Militant has a really bad
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record on this issue, especially
in Liverpool where many
people remember the Sam Bond
issue and Militant’s opposition
to Black Sections. When Martha
Osamor stood for selection in
Riverside constituency Militant
supported the sitting MP Bob
Parry as the ‘class struggle’ can-
didate; immediately after his
selection he turned his back on
the Broad Left. |
When it was first talked
about, the SWP dismissed
standing candidates as ir-
relevant, but they were taken
aback by the size of the Broad

Left vote in the council elec-

tions. Now they’ve gone gung-
ho for the Mahmood campaign,
which is logical from their view-
point of counterposing an alter-
to Labour.

I think Socialist Outlook
should be saying to Militant
supporters across the country
that this candidacy is a mistake,
and that they're %oing to get
their fingers badly burned by it.
Of course for socialists this is a
tactical question, but this can-
didacy is a very bad tactic. In-
stead of demonstrating the
strength of opposition to Kin-
nock, they’ve chosen a tactic
which will minimise it.

I think we should be arguing
that the key taskis to prepare, in
the unions and in the Labour
Party, for the outcome of a

- general election. Either Kinnock

wins and we have a right wing
Labour government; or heloses,
and Kinnockism has been a
failure. It would be a mistake, at
this point, to believe a national
alternativesocialist party can be
set up. And because it lacks na-
tional credibility, it lacks
credibility in Liverpool as well.

After the election, there will
be mass expulsions from the
Labour Party in Liverpool. We

tough battle on our
hands to fight.this
witch hunt.
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Editorial

OUTLoOOK

Still in crisis over Europe

Margaret Thatcher’s intervention in last
| week’s parliamentary debate on Europe
showed the Tories’ divisions on this
issue are getting worse. Ditching
§ Thatcher has not solved the divisions in
| Tory ranks. Britain’s isolation over the
further integration of capitalist Europe
never stemmed from Thatcher’s personal
hostility to all things European: it is
based on the dilemma which British
capitalism faces over its fundamental

orientation in foreign policy.
Talk of a ‘federal’ Europe scares the pants off
Major and big sections of the capitalist class,

| because it involves moves towards not just a

common currency, but a common defence and

foreign policy as well. This is a dagger at the

heart of the priority which British capitalism
has accorded for decades to ‘Atlanticism’ - the
alliance with the United States.

| Thedilemma facing British capitalismis this.
| The capitalist world is moving towards a three
bloc system — a North American bloc, a
Japanese-dominated Asian bloc and a

European bloc. But British capitalism’s role

doesn'’t fit easily into any of these blocs. An
increasing proportion of Britain’s manufac-
tured goods are exported to Europe. But
Britain’s world role, which underpins its sub-
stantial overseas investments, depends on its
relationship with the United States.

Britain has access to many forums, and much

world mﬂuence on the basis of being a nuclear
power. But that is solely because of the good
will of the US; it is the Americans who supply
Britain’s nuclear hardware.

~The foreign policy concerns of Britain differ
from those of most of the rest of Europe be-
cause of the world outreach of British capital.
Between 20 and 25 per cent of profits of major
British corporations come from investment
abroad - way out of proportion to every other
European economy. The strongest European
nation, Germany, has its defence and foreign
policy concerns concentrated on central and
eastern Europe, at complete variance with
those of Britain.

The proposal for a common European
defence policy is absolute dynamite for the
USA. Since the second world war NATO been
a central channel for US influence and political
domination in Europe. A European defence

network would render NATO redundant,

something the Americans would fight against
with all possible means.

A further conflict between Britain and the |

Franco-German axis in Europe is over the role
of sterling. The role of the City of London as
Europe’s major financial centre is based on

sterling being an international trading curren-

cy. A common European currency would un-
dermine the standing of the City. The financial
centre of Europe would shift to Germany.

The dilemma for British capitalismis chronic

and insoluble. Trying to straddle Europe and

the north American axis is ulimately an im-
possible balancing act — if the Europeans suc-
ceed in forging the kind of united economy
and politics which the Germans and French
would like.

The problem facing the Europeans in their
long-term economic battle with America and
Japan is that Europe is a collecion of im-
perialist nations with partially conflicting in-
terests. Japan is absolutely dominant in the

~ Asian capitalist economies, and the USA |}

towers over the North and Latin American
economies. The role of European leader falls
naturally to Germany, by far the biggest
European economy. But Germany’s capital
resources are bogged down in the re—umﬁca-
tion process. : |

Capitalist integration in Europe is vital to
fight off the US and Japan. But it will be a long
and difficult process to achieve it. The Tories
will remain crisis-racked on the issue, because
there is no easy solution which will serve all
the needs of British bosses. Europeanism and
Atlanticism both offer a future of further
decline for British capitalism.

The myth which needs to be fought in the

labour movement is that capltahst

Europeanism is in some way more progressive
than capitalist Atlanticism. Fortress Europe
under German domination would be just as
reactionary as the ‘special I‘EIatIOI‘lShlp with
the US. Workers haveno interest in supporting
either. |

Victory for Randle
and Pottle

Congratulations to Michael
Randle and Pat Pottle, who
last week were found ‘not
guilty’ by an Old Bailey jury
for helping super-spy
George Blake to escape from
Wormwood Scrubs 1n 1966.
The prosecution of the two
occurred because of a vindic-
‘tive campaign by the right-
wing Freedom Association,
backed by 100 Tory MPDs.

Interviewed by Soculist Out-
look last year Pat Pottle was pes-
simistic about being acquitted.
He said: ‘Sometimes 1 dream
about it. 1 get this idea that we
tell the jury what we did. and
they’ll say “Oh yeah, we agree
with that — that was great”. But
bemg realistic, every attempt
we make to tell ple what we
did and why we did it, thejudge
is going to tell us to shut up. |
think we will be found guilty’.

Which all goes to show that
dreams do come true, even for
left wingers!

The outcome of the trial, in
which the two defendants ad-

mitted their part in the escape,
shows the importance of fight-

After 16 years fighting for
justice, the Maguire family
are angry at the way in
which the Court of Appeal
recently overturned their

convictions.

The three judges threw out
all but one of the six
of appeal put forward by the
I Maguires. The only one con-

ceded was that their hands
may have been ‘innocently’
contaminated by nitro-
glycerine.

Still leaving a slur over the

‘and Pottle

grounds -

ing to maintain the jury system.
In this wial the judge virtually
ordered the jury to find Randle
guilty — but they
defied him. Instead of

thanking the | jury at the end of
the trial, he dismissed them

with a curt ‘Please clear those
seats — I've got another case to
try.” |

The case casts an interesting
sidelight on the genuine
radicalism which sections of the
peace movement displayed in
the 1960s. Randle and Pottle
were both leaders of the Com-
mittee of 100 which organised
mass sit downs against the

open]y

threat of nuclear war. They were

imprisoned under the Official
Secrets Act for organising sit-
downs at US nuclear bases.

Bruce Kent, who only came
top prominence in CND in the
19805 commented that the ac-
tions of people like Pottle and
Randle were a ‘diversion’ from
the issue of nuclear disarma-
ment, and that he would ‘never
have dreamed’ of doing any-
thing like freeing George Blake
Quite.

Maguire’s name, the judge-
ment also contradicts S1r ]ohn
May’s ﬁndmgs fromlast year’s
Dubhc inquiry. His con-
clusions formed the basis of
the appeal. His report was
highly critical not just of
government scientists — who
concealed evidence — but also
of lawyers, the trial judge
(Lord Donaldson, now Master
of the Rolls) and the judges at
the first appeal in 1977.

May is reconvening the in-
quiry into the miscarriages of

Prakash Cha vnmootoo and her 8 year oid son Prem are fighting against deponation Prakash mamed a Brmsh |

citizen and came to Britain with her husband in February 1989. Having suffered domestic violence, Prakash
sought safety with her brother in Birmingham. But the Home Office turned down her application for permanent

- stay on compassionate grounds, despite the fact that she had employment as a home care worker. A picket of

the imngranon Appeal Hearmg on 18th June was organised by the West Midlands Anti Deportation Campaign.

No justice yet for the Maguire 7

justice invoived in both the
Magulre and Guildford Four
cases in September. Thereis no
doubt that last week’s ]udge-
mentisintended as a warmng
May, who is also involved in
the Royal Commission estab-
lished to examine the criminal
justice system, no doubt trod
on a few dlstmgulshed toes.
But it is also a warning to cam-
palgners ﬁghtmg to overturn
other miscarriages of justice -
‘don’t expect too much’.

i?rThe ‘Write it off’ eventi‘r

e Conway Hall, Red Lion Square
(Nr Holborn tube)

-3 July, 7-1‘1pm{'

Enfry: £4 Waged, £2 OAP/Student/UB40

Speakers: Bernie Grant MP, Caroline Loucas
(Green Party) Martha Osamor Chair: Theresa
Hayter

Stalls food dnd drink, African and Latin
American music

QOrgani‘sed by the Socialist Movemeni®
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_________International News

by Gareth Mostyn

From 19-21 July, 400 FSLN
delegates will meet for the
first congress In the party’s
history. ‘We are not going to
deny that there’s a vigorous
struggle for political power
now that the elections and
the Congress are coming up’
says ex-President Daniel Or-

teq_z;. |
e FSLN was severely rock-
ed by their electoral defeat last
ﬁar — they were not prepared.
e reasons for their defeat plus
the new, harsh and complex
situation has led to considerable
soul-searching. There are no
clear tendencies in the debate,
though there is a wide, some-
times contradictory, spectrum
‘of opinion. | |
-Tgere is a left and a right,
- though many leading figures
seem to aim for the centre.
Tomas Borge, a member of the

seven man National Direc- -

torate, is a radical. Rosario
Murillo, ex-general secretary of
the Sandinista Cultural
Workers is seen as the leader of
the ‘principlists”. N

Pragmatists

The right wing known as
‘pragmatists” or ‘modernists’,
are led by Sergio Ramirez, ex-
vice President, though some
believe that General Humberto
Ortega will take over when heis
relieved of his post as Com-

- mander in Chief of the armv. At

- gress taking place in a

resent he absents himself from
oth the National Directorate
and Sandinista politics.

The issues debated are limit-
less — the result of a first con-
riod of
change and struggle. Key issues
include whether the party

should define itself as anti-im-
erialist; and whether it should

e a vanguard party of the

- workers and peasants, or an

electoral front attempting to
win votes and represent the
majority of society.
Questions of the economic
power base of the FSLN, includ-

‘ing ethical questions of personal

property, are also being dis-
cussed. Finally, the debate in-
cludes the question of the de-

gree of support to give to the

present govemment. |

The congress itself will be
debating two texts — “The prin-
ciples and programof the FSLIN’
and the statutes of the Front.
Given the debates that are
raging, they have gone for a

- damage limitation process.

‘The author of the ‘Principles

- and program’, Jaime Wheelock,

does not deny that that it focus-
ses on the present and does not

~ define the FSLN's strategic
goals. He explains that ‘thismo-
‘ment is strategic’~ if the gains of

the revolution are not defended
now, the revolutionis lost.
The ‘front vs vanguard’

debate is complex, given that

the Sandinistas have imple-

- mented glements of both and
that the National Directorate

‘depends on property

Divide or rule?

has endorsed both. But while
the FSLN in government tended

to block membership for the

super-rich, some now argue

that the Sandinistas themselves

should aim to be millionaires.
As to the debate over ‘ethics’,
the FSLIN used to argue against
the ownership of
property by their membership;
it went withthe assumption that

they could not lose an election.

But when the defeat occurred,
houses, vehicles, land and

money were distributed in large

quantities.
Corruption?

Was this corruption or com-
mon sense? Sandinista leaders

suddenl}r became wealthy,
la

owning large houses, while
transport workers owned their

~ vehicles and peasants the state
cooperatives in which they
worked. Others got nothingand
slid into deeper hunger and

poverty. |
Chamorro has legally

reversed many of these
measures. But the Sandinistas
believe that their survival
changes
associated with the revolution.

- Hundreds of thousands of the

poor — particularly FSLN sup-
Eo‘rters ~faceeviction fromtheir
omes or repossession of their

~ farms or factories. The Sandinis-

tas fear that they will lose their
base if they cannot defend them,
as well as seeing a massive shift
in wealth and power to the rich

INo imperialist road

to women’s liberation |

by Rebecca Fleming
The sharply contrasting im-
ages of sunburnt female GIs
in combat gear and veiled
Arab women presented
during the Gulf war are the
continuation of an old im-
perialist theme. The jux-
taposition of women in the
West and in the colonial and
semi-colonial world has
long been used as a justifica-
tion for maintaining foreign

domination. ,
The British claimed to be
progressive force in India, par-
ticularly for women, and
pointed to legal reforms such

- First, the myth of western
women’s liberation, illustrated
by their part in Desert Storm,
.may be easily disposed of. The

position of women in the US

army reflects their oppression

inthe imperialist countries, not
the reverse. | |
Women comprise 11% of the
US military, almost 50% are
Black. They havejoined up, not

from a sense of liberation, but

largely in a desperate attempt
to escape traditional female
jobs ~ low paid and demeaning
—and to avoid unemployment,
poverty and homelessness.
However, the gender
segregation of jobs extends
- through the military — women

stﬁking counterweight |
to imperialist argu-

-~ ments. Family property
~was owned collective-

ly, and both sexes con-
trolled their sexuality
within limits.

This was opposed to
the patriarchal struc-
ture of both the North
Indian Brahmin family
and that of the British.
They saw the sexual
freedom of the women
as promiscuity, and
viewed collective
ownership through the female
line as the dispossession of

males. e o
So, from 1868 to 1933 the

- minority.

- demonstrations, as

rivate

~aresult of his call for

"~ /PEOPLE'S POMER.
PEOPLES RWER!

Sandinistas have
or ganis ed mass

well as armed ac-

@PLE.'S PoWeER!

tions, in defence of
their property
rights. Daniel Or-
te%a is facing poten-
tial imprisonment as

self-defence to
defend the gains of
the revolution.But
some Sandinista
deputies, such as
Rafael Solis, have
denounced FSLN
backing for such ac-

/1T Yoy FRULT FOR
WALKING AROUND
SCARING DEMOCRATIC

tions as
‘destabilisation’.

But the FSLN is
not only interested
in the welfare of the poor - it
also wants to develop a ‘revolu-
tionary economic group’ - it is
defending some 35,000 acres of
the most productive coffee and
cotton farms. »

It has reacted to privatisation

'byth‘e UNO government by en-
suring that ownership passesto

the workers, attempting both to

-defend them and, controversial-

ly, to develop its own resources.
But the congress is unlikely to

produce very significant

change. The present leadership
will beexpanded, and the policy
of struggle against Chamorro’s

‘government, to curb the worst

excesses, continued. At the

~ same time, support for UNO

against the extreme right is like-

OO o

sometimes made between
women from the oppressor
state and those under colonial
rule. The first three Indian

ly to be maintained.

The Sandinistas are keen that

the congress should not see a

split. But the tensions are con-
siderable, given that the pro-

‘Sandinista police and army are
being ordered to evict FSLN

supporters and break up

strikes, while leading deputies |
oppose self-defence against

Chamorro’s government.
However, increased

democracy in the FSLN may

lead to a

eater response to
rank and

ile demands. This

of maintaining a basically anti-

~ should strengthen the chances

imperialist framework for the

Front, whatever the fudges and

reached at the Congress.

After the revolution in

Turkey led by Attaturk, the
state was secularised and
women’s status improved,
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as the prohibition of sati (the
practice of widow’s immolat-
ing themselves on their hus-
bands funeral pyres) to sup-

port this. They used women'’s

anger to suggest that India was
unfit for self-rule. o
The debates raised by Black
women in the western
womens’ movements have

been informed by this history.

They challenge racism in
feminism and ask whether it is
a white, First World ideology,
at best irrelevant to, at worst

actively oppressing, the

peoples of the “Third orld’.
nis merits more discussion
than it receives — there is an
interrelationship between im-
perialism and women’s op-
pression and thus a link be-
tween feminism and
anti-imperialism.
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do clerical work or nursing. A
recent survey showed that
sexual harassment and assault
are rampant. Even those

‘women who enter as officers

are blatantly discriminated

against - only 0.9% of the 1000

top officers are women.
perialism’s claim to have
advanced the position of
women in its colonies also col-
lapses under scrutiny. Even
such examples as the suppres-
sion of sat1, are in reality am-
biguous and contradicted by

~ other actions. Sati was only

outlawed in 1829 after a battle
against the British Tory
government. The ban had
limited effect and did notapply
to ‘independent states’.

The British destruction of the
traditions maintained by the

Nayars in Kerala provides a

British passed and strictly en-
forced reforms on marriage
and inheritance aimed at
eradicating this and replacing
it with a patriarchal form.
Previously, the rigid inter-
Eretation of Hindu Personal
aw by British born and edu-
cated judiciary had imposed
the moral constraints and
economic dependence of
upper-caste women on all
others. Similarly, British rulein
Burma attempted to eliminate
the female dominated family
and shared family property.
These examples belie the
supposedly emancipatory role
of imperialism for women, and
illustrate the frequent alliance
of the colonial power with the
local ruling class on questions

‘of social organisation.

An‘ opposing alliance‘ was

women’s organisations were
established largely by British
women. Most of them sup-
ported women’s suffrage,

~which brought them into op-

position with the British
government.

The emergence of
nationalism across the colonial
world had a contradictory im-
pact. The struggle against im-
perialism involved millions of
women, not only for self-deter-
mination, but also increasingly
for equal rights forwomen,and
their right to fully participatein

“the rebuilding of their

countries.

This articulation of demands

for women'’s rights as a part of
the national struggle en-
couraged nationalists to take
them seriously. Independence
often saw the achievement of
some of their aims.

especially in the towns. In
India formal equality in politics
and employment followed in-
dependence.

ut elsewhere, the develop-
ment of national conscious-

ness, defined partly bf'
w—

strengthening traditional
ture and religion, played a dif-

ferent role. Arab women suf-

fered from the integration of
Islam as a central element of
bourgeois national conscious-
ness. -

These contradictions serve
to underline the interrelation-
ship between imperialism and
the position of women - the
oppressive role of the West in
the colonial world. Thus inter-
national solidarity — with the
struggles in Palestine, Kurdis-

tan, and elsewhere — is an im-
portant task for the women’'s

movement in the West.

pro- :cfitalist‘ compromises







