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A victory for
internationalism

By Alan Thornett

THE WORKERS Aid con-
voy is currently unloading
the bulk of its aid into Bos-
nian refugee camps in Croa-
tia or into warehouses for
movement into Bosnia at a

later date.

The current military situation
linked to the role of UNPRO-
FOR has meant that it has not
been able to get into Bosnia at
this stage.

A small part of the convoy
involving Swedish Workers
Aid, Danish Workers Aid, plus
parts of the convoy from Bel-
gium and Britain are continuing
to research ways of beating the
blockade through developing
more detailed local knowledge
of the military and political situ-
ation.

The Union of Autonomous
Unions of Croatia has given un-
stinting support to the convoy

and provided a permanent of-
fice in their Zagreb headquar-
ters.

Over the last month it be-
came increasingly clear that the
convoy would have extreme
difficultly reaching Tuzla,
given the developing military
and political situation in the re-
gion.

Hardening attitude

The refusal of the Bosnian
Government to accept ethnic
partition resulted in an intensi-
fication of the military cam-
paigns and a hardening of the
attitude of both the Serbian and
Croatian regimes as they pre-
pared their winter campaigns
with starvation as a part of their
strategy.

Despite this political and
military reality the convoy has
been ahuge success. Whilst get-
ting through to Tuzla would
have been a tremendous
achievement, delivering aid to
Bosnians who have been the

victims of Serbian or Croatian
aggression or the victims of eth-
nic cleansing in occupied parts
of Bosnia is consistent with the
aims of International Workers
Aid and indeed one of its origi-
nal objectives.

It is necessary to stress again,
the Workers Aid convoy has
been the only working class re-
sponse to one of the greatest
crimes perpetrated in Europe
since the defeat of Hitler.

It has raised the issue of the
defence of Bosnia, the right of
self defence, the lifting of the
arms embargo, opposition tothe
policies of the Serbian and
Croatian regimes and to the hor-
rors of ethnic cleansing in the
workers movement across
Europe.

Possibly its greatest success
has been the bonds built be-
tween the convoy and the work-
ers movements in Croatia and
Slovenia.

Reprinted on thlS page i1s a
remarkable appeal on behalf of
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the Bosnian people, to the trade
unions in Western Europe,
from the UATUC, the biggest
trade union federation in Croa-
tia. All this would have been
impossible without aconvoy on
the road.

Workers Aid now needs to
consolidate its achievements
and organise to step up the cam-
paign on a stronger and Euro-
pean wide basis.

The convoy has resulted in
the establishment of sister cam-
paigns in a number of other
European countries which are
rooted in the Labour movement
and have only just begun to re-
alise their potential.

International Workers Aid is
well placed to continue to or-
ganise both aid convoys and in-
ternational solidarity with the
Bosnian people on an ongoing
basis.

This is why the Workers Aid
conference on October 30 and
the international meeting on
October 31 are so important.

October 30: a vital conference

1 m-strong
Croatian
union
pledges
support

THE INTERNATIONAI
department of the Union of
Autonomous Trade Unions
of Croatia (UATUC),
Zagreb, has written the
following letter in support
of the Workers Aid Convoy
and issued this call to
trade unions in Europe.

“THE UNION of Autono-
mous Trade Unions of Croa-
tia, the largest trade union
confederation with 26 affili-
ated trade unions and 81 lo-
cal/regional offices, has a

total of 721,000 members.

We are members of the Fo-
rum of the European Trade Un-
ion Gonfederation and several
of our trade unions are mem-
bers of international associa-
tions (PSI, ICEF, ITF). We
co-operate with the majority of
European trade unions.

We have stated our position
about the political and war situ-
ation in the republic of Croatia
in our statement of 20 July, to-
gether with another smaller
trade union confederation and
a federation of the public sector.

Fundamentals

On the situation in Bosnia-
Herzegovina we made a public
statement on 26 August. We
can repeat our fundamental
viewpoints concerning the war
in Bosnia-Herzegovina.

® We are for full respect of
humanitarian rights and for the
opening up of all roads for hy-
manitarian aid;

® We are against ethnic
cleansing regardless of the side
that exercises it;

@ And we are against the di-
vision of Bosnia-Herzegovina
into pure ethnic territories,
since it would result in more
ethnic cieansing.

In this sense we supported

the Workers Aid action — ‘Inter-

national Workers Aid for Tuzla’
- and we held talks in the
premises of our trade union
with the representatives of the
convoy for Tuzla.

The UATUC did everything in
its power to secure for them:

1. Logistic help in organis-
ing meetings and talks and con-
tacting the appropriate
authorities;

2. Informing the Croatian

THE WORKERS Aid one of the leaders of the Un- Since its inception the con-  Workers Aid comprised of public and organising press
conference in Manchester ion Of Autonomous Unions of  voy has operated on an ad- delegations from the various cogferencgs; .
on October 30 is shaping Croatia and a representative  hoc basis which has initiatives across Europe. . Offering the facilities of
up to be both an of the Tuzla centre in Zagreb.  inevitably led to many prob- This will discuss the struc- our local trade union offices |
interesting and productive The conference will also lems of a lack of democracy ture of the campaign in (Bjelovar and Zupanja) for their
Imeresting and productive  y;coues proposals and resolu-  and accountability. Europe and how it should be use. o
event. o tions on the future of the cam- It is vital to establish inclu-  organised. It will also dis- In all these activities, the

’ It will receive firsthand re- 2500 in Britain, most sive structures which canin-  cuss the political objectives contacts were made in the
ports from members of the importantly when the next tegrate local groups and of the campaign as well as name of the UATUC by our
convoy team and reports convoy should be organised  supporters, supporters from  the provision of material aid trade union affiliate — the
from the many countries in after the big success.of the the Bosnian community in in particular how to develop Autonomous Trade Union of
Europe where Workers Aid first. Britain, as well as trade un- the links beween the labour Workers in the Power Industry,
campaigns are now being or- The most important task jon and labour movement or-  movement which have been Chemical and Non-Metal Indus-
ganised. , facing the conference is to ganisations into the established in ex-Yugoslavia tries of Groatia (EKN).

There will be importantin-  yancorm jiself into a demo-  campaign. and organisations in the With brotherly regards

ternational guests addressing
the conference. In particular

Jasna A Petrovic
Our Unity is Our Power.”

On Sunday there will be a West.

meeting of International

cratically structured cam-
paign.
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Major’s Tories ride

rising tide of reaction

STATEMENTS from the Tory
leadership over the last few
weeks, including Conservative
party conference speeches by Pe-
ter Lilley and Michael Howard,
have revealed government plans
to embark on the most reactionary

social agenda this century.

Tory Neathanderthals are
pinning the blame for Brit-
ain’s ills on the eldest and
most vulnerable sections of
society — single parents,
young women, the unem-
ployed, ‘foreigners’ and
‘criminals’.

With a magician’s sleight
of hand, the victims have be-
come the villains while the
real crooks absolve them-
selves of the responsibility for

the economic and social stag-

nation and disintegration

which 14 years of Tory rule
have brought about.

Populist agenda

Of course at one level re-
cent ministerial statements
- were designed to create a
sense of party unity by giving a sop
to the party’s right wing after its de-
feat on Maastricht. It was also about
trying to boost flagging government
support by finding a populist political
agenda.,

But behind all the surface froth is
something far more insidious - the
attack on the welfare state.

The economic crisis has wrecked

‘government tax income, as well as
pushing social security payments
through the roof. The Tories have no

Four hundred youth

way out other than big tax increases
and squeezing the welfare state.
Clarke’s November budget will
see a big rise indirect taxes on con-
sumer spending - always a way of
hitting the poor. But in the long term
the drive is on to close down the
welfare state. With an aging popula-

tion and a crashing economy this is
ndt just a matter of venal and revolt-
ingly reactionary policy - it is a po-
litical necessity.

This requires a propaganda frame-
work, combining ‘family values’ and
‘self-help’, designed to appeal to sec-
tions of the middle class and better
off workers afraid of tax increases.

Moralism

It 1s a social agenda based on crude
right-wing moralism; it is anti-
women, anti-youth, anti-black and of

fending the rights of lesbians,

course anti-working class.

It revives archaic ‘Victorian’ no-
tions of the ‘deserving’ and ‘unde-
serving’ poor, topped off with sexist
notions of women with loose morals
wantonly having children out of wed-
lock 1n order to jump housing queues
and scrounge off the welfare state.

you leave aside the debate on one
member, one vote, the Labour party
conference was a total non-event.
While the Liberals have been parad-
ing their electoral successes, and the
Tories outline a new and deeply re-
actionary social agenda, Labour has
nothing to offer by way of an alterna-
tive vision.

By striking out to the right
in such a crude way the Tories
of course are making huge sec-
tions of society — the majority
— into the ‘enemy within’.
Even the Church of England
and top judges are disturbed
by this turn.

Silence of the Labs

They have spoken out. John
Smith and his accolytes are
conspicuously silent. That is

Eking out an existence in the debris of Tory Britain will become even harder

No other bourgeois government in
the world, not even the Italian Chris-
tian Democrats linked to the Vatican,
would dare to trot out such garbage.

Far from outflanking the BNP fas-
cists and other extreme right reac-
tionaries, this Tory agenda will only
feed support for them. It is a message
to those who voted for the BNP in
Millwall that their reactionary preju-
dices are right.

The new Tory agenda is only pos-
sible because of the silence and im-
mobility of the Labour leadership. If

the shame and disgrace in this

situation.

Liberation! steps into political b ]

By Jake Farrier

LIBERATION! - the socialist
youth paper launched by youth
and student Socialist OQutiook
supporters this month - is off
"to a flying start.

Liberation!is a response to
the weakness of the groups
that have traditionally organ-
ised young people - the trade
unions, student unions and
mass campaigns.

While we argue for the exist-
Ing movements to open them-
selves up to young people, we
alsp what to organise the fight

for young people’s rights today.

The Liberation! masthead
states that we are ‘For a Red,
Green and Feminist Youth
Movement’. So we have been
out in the colleges, on the
streets and going tc a number
of anti-racist activities. We've
had a good response in even
the least expected places.

snapped up copies on the re-
cent South London anti-racist
UNITY march, including 11 on
the Liverpool! Institute of HE
bus. Twenty five copies were
sold at London Guildhall Uni-
versity’s ANL group.

We also soid out of 12 cop-
les at Manchester University’s
Labour Club. More reports of
sales are coming in all the time.

Experience

For the moment, is a mod-
est and also an ambitious pro-
ject. Young people involved in
producing the paper have met
with activists with experience
of building other radical youth
organisations.

Two weeks ago a meeting of
Liberation! supporters heard
Sean Healy from the Australian
young socialist group Resis-
fance speak about their cam-
paigns against censorship, in
defence of the environment, de-

gay men and young women,
for free education and on a
host of other issues.

Leaders of the Ungasocial-
isterna, the Swedish youth or-
ganisation also discussed with
us and so did past leaders of
Revolution, the youth organisa-
tion sponsored in the 1980s by
ycung British marxists. Young
militants of the Fourth Interna-
tional - the worldwide socialist
organisation - have also
eagerly read the new quarteriy.

In addition, Liberation sup-
porters have participated in ma-
jor gatherings outside the UK,
of leaders of the revolutionary
youth organisations supported
by the Fourth Internationai.
and of its’ ecologist militants.

Several thousand leaflets
were distributed on the Unity
demonstration advertising a
Liberation! public meeting held
in the heart of London’s East
End protesting the rise of the

Students and
youth alike,
largely ignored
Dy the trade
union and
Labour
movement, have
snapped up
copies of
Liberation!

riant. Asian socialist Bala Ku-
mar and student militant
.2uise Whittle explained at the
forum why a youth movement
rust be built in Britain.

A new supplement to Lib-
eration! will be printed next
month. Regular meetings of -

The Tory conference was a
glimpse of what the world’s
most experienced ruling class
1s capable of doing to defend
its power and privileges.

Their reactionary frenzy
feeds off quiescence and de-
feat, and only struggle and resistance
can defeat it.

That’s the challenge for the left; to
sound the alarm throughout the la-
bour movement, to demand of the
Labour leaders that they fight back,
to organise the poor and oppressed,
to give a voice to the powerless.

Fighting the fascists is an absolute
necessity, but rousing the organised
labour movement to throw back the
tide of reaction engulfing ‘official’
politics is even more important.

Lfberationf ac*:vusts are con-
tinuing and a three-day course,
including discussions, videos
and classes by leaders of the
Fourth International, will pre-
cede the editorial weekend for
the next Liberation! on 18 and
19 December.
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Tube union notches up

By a tube worker

RMT MEMBERS Ray
Steizner and Pat Sikorski
have been reinstated as
guards on full pay at Ley-
tonstone, the depot from
which they were summa-
rily dismissed over two
months ago by London Un-

derground.

But they wiil not be able 1o
return to work until final bind-
ing arbitration by ACAS is de-
livered Friday October 22.

Management conceded the
whole union case, except for
allowing them to return to
work, at talks at ACAS on the
Monday following the success-

a major victory

ful one day strike by RMT
traincrew on the Central Line
on Thursday 7 October.

The day after the strike the
RMT National Executive had u-
nanimously decided to call a
ballot of all RMT members on
LUL and exiend the one day
strikes by the Central Line
traincrew throughout the five
week balloting pariod.

The strike call had been
overwhelmingly supported by
the RMT traincrew and even
by a handful of principled
members of ASLEF. However
the overwhelming majority of
that union and all its local
branch officials crossed offi-
cial picket lines. |

Picketing on the east end
of the line was particularly

lively and effective, with any-
thing up to 50 workers at both
Leytonstone and Hainault at
the peak of the booking-on
times. As a result 80 per cent
of rush hour trains and 75 per
cent of off-peak trains were
cancelled.

The other major factor con-
tributing to the success of the
campaign was the activity of
about a dozen women who or-
ganised as the Partners Sup-
port Group.

They put out their own leaf-
lets three times every week
and distributed them to every
train as it went through key
stations on the line.

Whatever the outcome of
the arbitration Ray and Pat
will get a job back with LUL.

In this climate this is a major
victory for the union on LUL
and for the movement.

Management’s plan was
simple and that was to be-
head the RMT on the tubes by
victimising the District Coun-
cil secretary.

It was also well known that

' UNISON Left
— time to get

organised

By Doug Thorpe

Islington UNISON
‘A!

THE FORMATION of UNI-
SON with 1.4 million mem-
bers has not yet brought any
advance in the organisation
of its left wing.

The merger brought with it
an uneven legacy of left organ-
isation. In the 1970s the
NALGO Left was organised
through the NALGO Action
Group (NAG) and the fight for
a shop stewards system.

However by 1980 the de-
cline of NAG had begun with
the sphit of the CP to the right
and it was eventually closed
down by the SWPin 1982. Mili-
tant stepped into the vacuum to
form the Broad Left but despite
its name both they, and since
1990, the SWP, have succes-
sively run it as a narrow front
organisation with little influ-
ence outside their own member-
ship and periphery.

The CP/Morning Star re-
tained significant influence par-
ticularly in Scotland but
continued to move rightwards,
increasingly playing the role of
left apologists for the bureauc-
racy particularly in their opposi-
tion to any national action to
fight cuts.

In NUPE the Broad Left,
controlled by Militant, was
small, secretive and marginal al-
though one or two Militant sup-

porters got on to the NEC. As in
NALGO the CP retained influ-

ence in Scotland, however the

union was dominated by the
Kinnockite Sawyer/Bicker-
staffe leadership.

In neither NALGO nor
NUPE did the formal organisa-
tion of the left reflect the poten-
tial strength of the wider left
represented by those prepared
to fight on 1sues such as cuts and
privatisation.

At NALGO conference a
core of about one third regularly
voted for strike action against
cuts — while on specific issues
(such as fighting anti-trade un-
ion laws) this often became a
majority.

Even at the smaller NUPE
conferences resistance was
growing from about a fifth to a
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Left must maintain tr.

be obstructing branch mergers
which might expose the inflated
membership figures they have
been using and weaken their po-
sition at the coming round of
conferences.

At the first London Local
Government Committee, the re-
gional official caucused with
ex-NUPE branches before go-
ing to the meeting with ex-
NALGO and ex-COHSE
delegates. This abuse and mar-

ginalisation of lay structures has
worried even the Morning Star

r-m-—ﬂ---nnmnn-------ﬂ

! Campaign for a Fighting
1 Democratic UNISON

g National affiliations (€20 per branch) and enquiries
j to Paul Harris, 6 Beulah View, Leeds, LS6 2LA

! LONDON LAUNCH CONFERENCE
! SATURDAY 30 OCTOBER

i 1.30pm at Friends Meetling House, Euston Rd, NW1
LDeToiIs from Brian Gardner, Islington UNISON A,

third of branches. In particular
the strength of self-organised
groups played an important role
in NALGO but was neverdrawn
into the formal ‘Left’ organisa-
tions.

It 1s early yet to assess the
strength of the left in UNISON.
The lack of structures has been
used by full-time officials to in-
crease their power. Ex-NUPE
officials in particular appear to

supporters, previously strong at
a regional level.

The ‘left’ on the National Ex-
ecutive has had some success in
holding back the worst excesses
of the full-time officials, but the
NEC with 125 members is too
unwieldy a body to be effective
and day to day control remains

with officials.
Some strikes have taken

place with official support, no-

ftion of generalised action

tably the UCH strike, however
this support has been success-
fully used to prevent any spread
of these examples and to close
them down eventually.

The left has not been able to
break out of this framework and
generalise action. The Local
Government pay ballot was lost
by a two to one margin. It is
crucial that the left push forward
branch mergers and fight to de-
fend lay structures at every
level.

In this context the formation
of the Campaign for a Fighting
Democratic UNISON (CFDU)
is the key initiative. Formed
around a statement signed by
hundreds of branch activists a
conference 1s being called on
the following demands

@ National action against
cuts, CCT and privatisation;

@ Fight the public sector pay
freeze — for a minimum wage at
two thirds the national average;

@ Repeal all Tory anti-union
laws using defiance of those
laws where necessary;

® For a democratic and ac-
countable UNISON under lay
member control with full branch
representation and autonomy —
for rapid branch mergers;

@® Defence of self-organisa-
tion for oppressed groups

This first national launch
conference originally scheduled
for 20 November is now likely
to be postponed until January to
avoid clashing with the TUC

- Health day of action.

he was the front-runner in the
current elections for a three
year term on the union’s NEC.
As LUL gear up for another
major round of attacks on the
workers, their union busting
operation has gone disas-
trously wrong.

At present all the groups on
the left support the conferences
but the SWP want a conference
based on individual attendance
and voting.

A delegate based conference
would be more representative
and encourage the campaign to
be built at a branch and regional
level where the decisions of the
campaign can be translated into
action.

Compromise

A compromise has been
reached which will allow dele-
gations from branches and,
where branch affiliation cannot
yet be achieved, from branch
based CFDU supporters groups.
Provision will also be made to
encourage delegates from self-
organised groups. The confer-
ence will be open to any
individual UNISON members
as observers without vote.

Given the current political
climate and limited channels of
communication in the new un-
ion the numbers initially in-
volved in the CFDU may be
relatively small but it is impor-
tant that they are as broad based
as possible and hopefully in-
volve those currently beginning
to organise on the left of the
NEC.

In any case the important
task is to establish the Cam-
paign as a democratic fighting
force at every level of the un-
ion.




(Lancashire
Women Against
Pit Closures
(LWAPC) and
Socialist Outlook

supporter)

ON FRIDAY & October
Parkside Women's Pit Camp
was viciously attacked by 75
baton wielding riot police in
an attempt to end the struggle
against the pit’s permanent
closure. They tailed.

The pit camp was initiated on
18 January by over 30 women
from LWAPC and Miners Sup-
port Groups throughout the
North West. Since January we
have sustained a 24 hour pres-
ence outside the colliery.

We organised three occupa-
tions and various other major
events. The pit camp has gained
most of its support from miners
support groups centred around
the North West Miners Support
Group Network which Socialist
Outlook supporters were instru-
mental in setting up last Decem-
ber along with Billy Pye (NUM
NEC) and Sylvia Pye (National
Chair of Women Against Pit
Closures).

Our basic aim1s to keep Park-
side open as its viability is not in
question especially as the pit
made a profit of over £ 5 million
for the ‘91/°92 financial year.

Chained

On Thursday 30 September a
slow trnickle of lorries began to

ptle up stocks of limestones to

be used to fill in the pit shaft. On
Monday 4 January at 5.00am 12
of us chained ourselves across

By Glenn Voris

PRINTWORKERS at Revell
and George/Queensprint
have now been fighting for
six months for re-instate-
ment after being sacked
for pursuing the GPMU
print union’s National Pay

Clajm.

The dispute escalated in
July when mass pickets were
successfully called {o close
down the printworks every
Monday morning.

However, since July the
dispute has baen in siale-
mate. GPMU officials worried
about injunctions from Revel!
and Lagroe manajemeni
pressurized ine sirikers fram
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the pit entrance accompanied by
a turther S0 supporters.

We stopped every lorry from
entering only allowing in those
which were not harmful to the
interests of the pit. Post Office
workers also refused to cross
our picket line.

Atfter a couple of hours many
lorries were piling up causing a
major jam. The police decided
to turn them all away. Two lor-
ries laden with cement got in
through the rear entrance.

We immediately put a picket
at the rear entrance and put paid
to any further management
skulduggery — this rear entrance
hadn’t been used for over 15

years. -

Guard sacked

On Tuesday we built a small
shack and a portable toilet was
installed along with a brazier.
There were attempts by coal
lorry drivers and security guards
to ram the picket line but these
were unsuccessful — in fact one
security guard was sacked for
his actions.

On Friday morning at 2am
three women occupied the
pump house for an indefinite pe-
riod. All three women entered
unnoticed.

Later that afternoon the rear

continuing with the pickets.

On October 9 over 1000
workers joined a demonstra-
tion in Manchester to support
the sacked printers.

It finished with a rally out-
side Manchester Town Hall.
Speakers included Tony Dub-
hins (GPMU General Secre-
tary), a Timex striker,
representatives from Revell
and George, Arrowsmiths
printwork strikers, Harvest
printwork strikers and Sheila
Gregory (LWAPC and Social-
ist Qutlook). Sheila Gregory
received the biggest round of
applause atter explaining
their actions at Parkside Col-
liery.

Later there was a success-
ful Sosialist Outiook Open Fo-

JOIN

......

entrance gates had mysteriously
been welded together along
with one tonne of concrete
dumped arcund the gate posts —
effectively stopping every lorry
from entering.

That afternoon various Coal
Board managers arrived peri-
odically at the pit to discuss their
next step. They laid off all con-
tractors, the mine companies
withdrew all their mine shaft
filling machinery.

We later discovered that
mysteriously the hundreds of
concrete blocks earmarked for
shoring up all the underground
tunnels had been smashed.

At around 12.30am Friday
night there was a lot of activity
— management scurrying every-
where. They turned off all the
electricity to the pit.

This was extremely danger-

" ous, because the methane gas
extractor pumps were turned off
— thus allowing a dangerous
build up.

Management were asked
about the safety of the pit and
the three women occupying.
They refused to answer. We
then called the police - they just
said we were breaking the law,

Suddenly at 2.30am un-
marked police wagons pulled
up at the barrier. Riot police
jumped out and surrounded us,

Mechanics Institute to discuss
how to fake the dispute for-
ward.

The speakers included Phil
Griffin (SMTUC Chair), Sheila
Gregory and Geoff Southern
(deputy FOC for the Revell
and George dispute).

Anti-union laws

Fighting the anti trade un-
ion laws was a key isste for
those at the meeting. Phi!
Griffin spoke about the
SMTUC Day School held in
Manchester on 24 October
and resisting the anti union
laws. Sheila Gregory ex-
piained how women have ef-
tecliveiy stopped Parkside Pi
from shutling.

A striker from the Harvest

Protestors

surge into and
stage a meeting
in the pump
room
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furniture, wielding their batons
at us and told us, ‘go and fuck
off out of the way’.

Billy Pye was hit over the
head with a riot shield. They
used bolt cutters to snap our
chain in two places. We all
stayed calm — no one was ar-
rested.

‘The thugs left in two minutes
along with the management.
The local police were not happy
and have apparently lodged an
official complaint to the Mer-
seyside Chief Constable over
their behaviour. We later fixed
the chain and continued our
picket.

Around 300 protestors turned
up for a demonstration to sup-
port the action of the women
pickets and occupiers on Sun-
day October 10. Billy Pye spoke
and asked everyone to support a
mass trespass onto British Coal
property to take Sunday Lunch
to the three occupiers.

Pump house rally

We walked calmly under the
pit barrier without the police
stopping us. We visited the
pump house and had a short
rally. We all returned to the pit
camps clearly showing that
mass civil disobedience will
work.

dispuie was amazed when the
speaker from Revell and
George said that they had yet
to set up support groups. He
explained that the day after
being sacked they had formed
a support group in Maccles-
field to set the basis for gen-
eral support in the area.

The lack of a support group
for the Revell and George
strike has heen a major prob-
lem. The unwillingness of the
FOC and deputy FOC to back
any idea to set up a group re-
flects the politics of the SWP
showing their inability {o
show any way forward - the
oniy tactic being just stand at
thie picket line and raise
ROney.

sontripution after coniribu-
tian expiained why support
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For over two weeks we have
exercised almost complete con-
trol over the pit, stopped over
2,000 tonnes of limestone being
delivered and management
have fled in the most effective
non-trade union action since
Saltley Gate.

Better still 75 riot police
couldn’t defeat eight women,
one NUM member and three
dummies and went home with
their tails between their legs.

Prosecution

British Coal intended to have
filled in the shaft within two
weeks - this has not been done.
Rather British Coal Manage-
ment face prosecution, not only
for abandoning the pit but for
damage to a NORWERB sub sta-
tion and illegally cutting off the
electricity supply to large parts
of Newton-Le-Willows.

In fleeing from the site and
leaving LWAPC almost com-
pletely in charge it clearly dem-
onstrates that direct action is the
only successful way to beat
back the bosses offensive.
 Please send messages of sup-
port and donations to: LWAPC,
Parkside Womens Pit Camp,
Winwick Road, Newton-Le-Wil-
lows, Lancs. Tel: 0925-291799

groups were necessary —
drawing on the experience of
Miners Support Groups,
Timex Supporit groups and a
wide range of other disputes.

To get round the anti-trade
unicn laws & Revell and
George Support group can
call mass pickets. The discus-
sion was extremely fruitful
and the deputy FOC at Revell
and George agreed to discuss
the issue with the ten strikers.

We need to make sure the
support group propasal is
turned into reality via further
argument and our willingness
to be part of it once esiab-
fished.

Without 2 suppori group i
is difficult to envisage how
the dispuie san be espalaled
iel aione won.
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By Gerry Foley

THE RECENT weeks have seen
strong pressure from the ‘interna-
tional community’ — the US and the
European Community — to force the
Bosnian leadership into signing a
peace agreement which would ac-
cept the partition of the country into

three ethnically-defined areas.

But so far no peace deal has been
signed. Whether or not a deal is signed
soon, which now looks unlikely, the ba-
sic facts of the situation will not change.
We can summarise them as follows:

@ Peace is impossible on the basis of
an ethnic division of Bosnia. The three
communities cannot be disentangled
without massive population transfers
which would destroy the Bosniagwhich
has existed for centuries.

There are three communtties in Bos-
nia. They are not separated by language
but only by different historical tradi-
tions. None of these ethnic communities
1s concentrated in a compact territory
capable of surviving by itself.

Ethnic cleansing

This 1s the reason for the ethnic
cleansing campaigns.

The Serbians historically predomi-
nated in large territories in eastern and
western Bosnia. These two territories
were divided by large areas where Croats
and Muslims predominated.

The Muslims live mainly in large
towns, but before ethnic cleansing they
predominated in a large part of eastern
Bosnia. Croats dominate in western and
south-western Bosnia which is the basis
of the Croat ethnic statelet, called ‘Her-
ceg-Bosnia’.

The great majority of the popula-
tion live in ethnically-mixed areas.
Thus ‘peace’ on a basis of ethnic divi-
sion means a continuation of ethnic
cleansing.

A peace treaty based on this will mean
an indefinite continuation of local
clashes.

@ The proposed settlement will in-
volve increased intervention by the
United States and its allies. The interven-
tion will exacerbate the conflicts in Bos-
nta; the intervention of the West so far
has been disastrous for the Bosnian peo-
ple.

The imposition by the United States
and its allies of an embargo on arms
deliveries disarmed the Bosnia forces
against the Serbians in particular.

@ Atthe time the Serbs Jaunched their
attack on Bosnia, the Bosnians had no
regular armed forces of their own. But
the Serb chauvinists inherited the equip-
ment of the old Yugoslav army, the
eighth most powerful in the world.

rbian working class
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Negotiating from weakness: Bosnian president lzetbegovic in more talks on carve-up

This explains why the war in Bosnia
has tended to take the form of prolonged
sieges of cities. Serb chauvinists have
been able to rain down artillery shells on
cities and towns with virtual impunity,
and to drive civilian populations away
from their homes by mortar fire.

The stationing of US and UN forces
in Bosnia with a mandate to guarantee
impiementation of a peace treaty will
lead to their increasing involvement 1n
conflicts on the ground.

Experience shows that the essential
weight of the interventionist forces will
come down on the side of the strongest
regional power — that is, Serbia.

Imperialist intervention

The United States and its allies would
intervene — ostensibly to defend the vic-
ttms of Serb aggression, but in reality to
support its own policy aims. So far, the
so-called peace-keeping forces have
mainly clashed with Croats and Mus-
lims.

Given these realities, what can be
done to aid the beleaguered Bosnian
people? The left has a responsibility to
act on this question; and to do that it is
necessary to make choices.

We have toreject the idea that all three

contending parties share the blame for
the conflict. The source of the war in
Bosnia ts Greater Serbian chauvinism.

This war became inevitable when
the Serbian state leader Slobodan
Milosevic proclaimed the goal of unit-
ing all Serbs in one state.

That could only be done by wars of
aggression against the other nationalities
in the former Yugoslavia; it could only
be accomplished by ethnic cleansing.

The socialist movement has devel-
oped a general principle for judging na-
tional conflicts. We support oppressed
nationalities against oppressor nationali-
ties.

The oppressor nation in the former

Yugoslavia was the Serbians. They were
also the oppressor nationality in the Yu-
goslav state which existed between

Experience shows that
the interventionist
forces will come down
on the side of the
strongest regional
power - Serbia

ened Serbian domination, Serbs

still dominated the police and the
army in particular. Socialists de-
fend the victims of Serbian
chauvinism.

Of course, like anything in the
real world, there are many com-
plications in such broad defini-
tions. Some nationalities are
more oppressed than others; and
some nationalities which are
themselves oppressed oppress
others.

The Albanians were the most
oppressed nationality in the old
Yugoslavia. We are entirely op-
posed to Serbian nationalism,
but Croatian nationalism, at first
at least, represented a struggle
against national oppression. We
condemn the Croat leadership
for breaking the alliance with the
Bosnians.

Not consistent

In addition to condemning the
Croatian rulers for not repre-
senting the interests of Croatian
working people, we condemn
them for not consistently de-
fending the interests of the Croa-
tian national struggle.

On the other hand we con-
demn Serbian nationalism to-
tally. In the case of the Serbians
we appeal to Serbian working
people to reject all forms of nationalism
and focus on the common interests of all
working people.

For this reason we also condemn the
economic sanctions against Serbia ap-
plied by the United States and its allies,
because their effect is to disorganise and
impoverish the Serbian working class,
and to weaken the Serbian antiwar
movement.

The worst expression of narrow na-
tionalism on the part of the leaderships
of the non-Serbian peoples of the former
Yugoslavia is the idea that a separate
peace with Milosevic is possible.

This has enabled the Serbian chauvin-
ists to oppress and attack peoples one by
one, and it has even led the leadership of
some victims of Serb aggression to try
to make deals with Serbia at the expense
of other victims - as in the case of Tud-
jman’s recent alliance with the Serbs in
Bosnia.

The socialist movement fights for
the unity of working people across
national lines. But in order to prepare
the way for that, it is necessary for the
workers of oppressor nationalities to
reject the oppression of other peoples
by their own national leaders.







