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Back to prison...
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The Tory plan to dismantle -
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more povertyand, of ~ LATECD |
course, an increase in to jail. -
trime. Jailingmore |
The 27-point law-and-order  pagple won’t stop
package announced by Home crime. The rise in
Secretary Michael Howard fits  ¢rime is caused

into the siege mentality of Ma-

, | by poor living con-
jor’s ‘back to basics’ speech.

ditions. if people
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B“t it also clears the Wav fOI’ d can’l et ohs or
massive campaign of terror food, ',’,,e", will Howard: patrolling the prisons
against the black community steal. If people are made to must stop the mequallly that

and young unemployed.
Howard’s proposals are

wide-ranging. importantly,

they threaten defendants’

feel worthless by the world
around them then they will
take their frustration out on
that world. To stop crime we

causes it.

Of course there may be a
small connection between the
harshness of punishment and

the frequency of crime.
Latest Home Office re-
search shows that the

Tory right goes jail-crazy

RRES
e

~ have to rise by 25 per
cent to cut crime by 1 per
cent.

Does it make sense to
make that rise happen?
Howard is preparing to in-
crease the prison popula-
tion, but not to stop
crime. Britain’s ruling
rich have decided that in-
stead of ending poverty
they will build up the

state infra-structure needed
to repress the growing army
of people permanently ex-
cluded from the labour force.
But like every part of the

Tory agenda it is limited by

their financial crisis.

Howard wants to save half
a biltion pounds out of police
pay packets by axing overtime
and cutting back pay scales.
How hard will the police fight
to defend the rich if their pay
is cut back? How long will
their privatised prisons stay
open and who will pick up the
tab when they go bust or up
their prices?

These attacks on our legal
freedoms are a sign of the
weakening confidence of Ma-
jor’s government. Not just the .
|labour movement, but almost
every section of society can
be drawn into an alliance that
defeats them.

The Court of Appeal recently
rescinded a reinstatement order

By Dave Osler

TILBURY dockers sacked by
the Port of London Authority
for their trade union activity
will not get their jobs back,
despite Britain’s longest-ever
industrial tribunal case ruling
that they were unfalrly dis-

missed.

Meanwhile, a boss the tnbu-
nal branded untruthful has
bought the port at a giveaway
price. |

on the grounds that it was im-
practical for the PLA to re-en-
gage the Transport and General
Workers’ Union activists, after
the authority insisted that there
were no current vacancies.

The men were sacked in
1989, after a strike to secure
terms and conditions equal to
those enshrined in the old Na-
tional Dock Labour Scheme. Al
unions at the port were immedi-
ately derecognised.

The subsequent industrial tri-

e |

Liberartion!

For a Red, Green and Feminist Youth Movement

Youth against

the racist right
THEIR FUTURE

OR OURS?

Public Meeting - All Welcome
7pm Thursday |16 December

Davenant Centre Whitechapel High Street
Between Aldgate East & Whitechapel tubes
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Back to the 1930s...
Tilbury docks forced
back ‘on the lump’

bunal, which ran for 197 days
between 1989 and 1992, found
that they had been dismissed on
the grounds of their trade union
activities. John McNab, Tilbury’s
chief executive, was singled out
as untruthful and evasive under
Cross examination.

Only four of the workers have
since secured jobs. Meanwhile,
Titbury has returned to recruit-
ing casual-labour, despite reas-
surances given when the dock
labour scheme was abolished.

The port was privatised in

March 1992, with Mr McNab

leading a management-em-
ployee buy-out which paid £32
million. The terms of the deal
were highly advantageous.

The PLA had previously bor-
rowed tens of millions to up-
grade facilities at Tilbury, but
retained the entire debt. More-
over, it transferred £60 million of
net tax-losses to the port priorto
the sale, to be offset against cor-
poration tax. The PLA will also
pick up the tab for the unfair
dismissals.

The National Dock Labour
Scheme, established by a La-

bour government in 1947, |—

ended decades of dockers ply-
ing for casual work day-to-day.
The Tories hated what they con-
sidered to be a ‘jobs for life’
guarantee, and ended it 1989,
beginning a new era of flexible
working practices on the docks.

Some 7,200 of the 9,200 reg-
istered dockers took severance
pay of up to £35,000 each, with
the Government paying half. An
independent report from Cardiff
Business School attributed this
to employers pushing through

compulsory redundancies to
‘systematically dismiss former
trade union activists, older dock-
ers and all medically-restricted
men’. |

All told, the Tories predicted
that 4,000 new jobs would be
created: in fact, overall employ-
ment is down 11,000.

Redundant workers were re-
hired as casuals, with ‘a marked
deterioration in terms and con-
ditions of employment, in par-
ticular extended hours of work'.
New shift patterns increased
work-related stress, with Tees
dockers reporting feeling ‘like
zombies'.

Abolition of the scheme has
led to no appreciable new invest-
ment or discernible improve-
ment in  international
competitiveness, but has cre-
ated ‘instability’, ‘fragmentation’
and over-capacity instead.

Health and safety provision
has declined dramatically. While
national statistics are no longer
collated, within the Associated
British Ports group accidents
rose 33 per cent between 1989

and 1991, to reach a level double
that of the early eighties. ABP
profits soared from £28.2 mil-
lion to £76.1 million over the
same period.

For the taxpayers, its a differ-
ent story. It was initially esti-
mated that the net cost to the
state of abolishing the scheme
would be £25 million. The final
bill was £141 million.

Yet a Department of Employ-
ment press release boasts: ‘The
benefits of abolishing the dock
labour scheme in 1989 far ex-
ceeded the costs’, with ‘the re-
moval of market distortions’
meaning that ‘the port users
have a much wider selection of
commercially competitive
ports’.

The Cardiff study came to a
slightly different conclusion:
‘The restructuring of Britain’s
port industry has been facilitated
by the Government, financed by
the taxpayer, exploited by the
major port authorities and paid
for by the former registered dock
labour force'.

“AHll money collected for International Workers Aid

INTERNATIONAL
WORKERS AID

and its projecis should be sent to:

IWA, PO Box 30, London SE15 5EP.
Telephone 081 694 8848.
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JOHN MAJOR has announced a
moral crusade torestore whathecalls ¢

the ‘old values’. And this moral of-

o~ n
. . L

the economy to inSolvency, and de-
stroyed any possibility of a new,
healthy expansion based on manu-

fensive will run hand in hand with the - ol facturing, they are forced to make
) ) w0 e the weak and the poor pay up to bail

austerity cutbacks expected in Ken- | ¢ . out the rich

neth Clarke’s new Budget. ‘. Far from increasing °‘self-reli-

But how far back in time does Major ¢
want to drag us? "

ance’, the imposition of VAT on
domestic heating fuel, together with
tighter restrictions on unemploy-
ment benefit and social security will
push millions of pensioners and
low-paid or jobless families from

cies, are to be blamed on the permissive . poverty into total despair
" With no jobs to go to, and no

..........

Top Tories tell us that many of today’s g¢ 4§ %

.....
........

social ills in a crumbling, crisis-ridden, | S0 T
crime-laden Britain, much of whose in- |4 .

......
.......
'''''''''''''

dustry has been laid waste by Tory poli- R

......

---------

values of the 1960s.

Easy sex, easy divorce and a sagging 3 childcare available, there is no way

attendance at church, they imply, has § 9%

bred on of work-sh o : | single mothers can escape the new
red a generation of work-shy scroungers . J poverty traps being cynically cre-
and criminals. g
) ated.
Hacking back Some of the Tory plans under se-
£ i cret consideration will even damage
By implication, it is suggested that U private industry. The proposal to

shift £1.4 billion of the social secu-
rity bill onto employers by making
them responsible for sick pay and
industrial injury benefit is likely to
hit firms hard. The consequence will
be that many will refuse to pay up,
or stmply sack workers who go sick.

cutting off welfare payments to single
mothers, slashing the dole, penalising
those unable to work through illness and
generally hacking back the welfare state,

would help get Britain back on its feet. Ty
By a remarkable coincidence, this is ex- & : -
actly the kind of measure Kenneth Major: economy restsona wing and a prayer

Clarke, Social Security Secretary Peter It’s not the 1950s Major wants back,
Lilley, and other figures on the Tory right  jt’s the 19305 — a decade in which the state
have been suggesting as a way of saving  did notMing to relieve massive, grinding

............

dice of disgruntled layers of the conser-
vative middle class, the Tories intend
- stmply to ignore the welter of factual

Fig-leaf

money.

Both his supporters and opponents ar-
“gue that Major yearns for a return to the
soctal climate of the 1950s he knew as a

child.

But the 1950s was a decade based on
the consolidation and expansion of the
new welfare state: social security offered
greater levels of protection for the unem-
ployed, for pensioners and those in need;

~~millions were welcoming the new Na-
tional Health Service, formed in 1948;
and for young people there was improved
higher education. The economy as a
whole, growing 1n the post-war boom,
was assisted by a newly-nationalised
public sector including coal, power, gas

and ratlways.

Every element of this world of 40
years ago 1s now under sustained, relent-
less attack — from John Major’sown gov-

~ernment.

unemployment, in which employers bru-
tally exploited the demoralisation of °
trade unionists betrayed in the 1926 Gen-
eral Strike, and when millions on the
breadline were denied even minimal so-
cial security payments by the hated

Means Test.

‘Tradit'ional’

Major’s defenders argue that he wants
a return to a ‘traditional’ conservative

It was a decade in which private enter-
prise ran (and ruined) the basic utilities;
a decade before the dread concept of
“‘equal opportunities’ had been invented,
and before comprehensive schooling was
even a twinkle 1n teachers’ eyes.

evidence which disproves their assump-
tions, just as Home Secretary Michael
Howard has had to ignore all his advisors
to press ahead with his ‘lock ’em up’
offensive.

Behind all its reactionary rhetoric, Ma-
jor’s cabinet is pursuing a goal even more
dear to the heart of the Tory right, cash in
their wallets and a balanced Budget.

Having cut taxes on the rich to below
the level needed to sustain services, they
are now determined to cut state spending
and raise taxes chiefly from the poor.
That’s the real reason why — as leaked
documents show - the cabinet is discuss-
ing how best to begin the demolition of
the welfare state, on a scale exceeding
even Thatcher’s attacks.

Driven by a cash crisis they created,

egged on by the Thatcherite right wing

which still controls Tory policy-making,
and donning the flimsiest fig-leaf of a

moral crusade, Major’s cabinet hold one
trump card which makes them confident

they can do as they wish. |
Labour’s timid front-bench team,
many of them clinging to the same
threadbare pseudo-religious ‘moral val-
ues’ as the Tories, refuse to spell out a
radical root and branch challenge, or to
link up with public sector unions in a
full-scale fightback for the welfare state.
The labour movement must rise to the
challenge, and build a sustained fight-
back for every threatened benefit and
service. As the civil service unions

morality based on self-reliance, the fam-
ily, decency and respect for the law.

By leaving these ideas deliberately
vague, and playing on the bigoted preju-

Destroyed
After 14 years of Tory'rule hasreduced

showed on November 5 and the health

unions on their November 20 demonstra-
tion, the slogan must be “On to the picket
line,

not back to the breadhine!”

Where next after 30,000 back NHS demo?

“THERE IS a danger it
could yet again be ‘too lit-
tie, too late’ from the

TUC,” whined the Socialist
Worker editorial on Novem-

ber 20.

Such a negative approach
offers nothing helpful to the
30,000 who turned out on the
march, many of them travel-
ling hundreds of miles on
their weekend off to defend
the health service.

Of course the march could
have been much bigger - the
TUC’s legendary incompe-
tence was again vividly dis-
played in the late notification
to branches of the march, the
poor profile of the campaign

in the press, and the predict-
able shortage of leaflets, re-
portedly exchanging hands at
black market prices akin to
Faberge eggs.

Of course a march on its

~ Own was never going to be

enough to stop the Tory at-
tacks on the NHS.
But the fact that tens of

- thousands have again showed

their willingness to fight the
onslaught on jobs and serv-
ices in hospitals throughout
the country is positive.

It was even enough to draw
a ‘left’ speech from TUC Gen-
eral Secretary John Monks,
who shocked many by talking
in the Trafalgar Square rally
of fighting against the closure

of every ward and every bed.

It is also reassuring to find
that despite the recent merg-
ers, there is still enough com-
petition for NHS members to
force the various health un-
ions to mobilise, often jointly,
for the march.

The lessons of joint work-
ing for the demo must be con-
solidated, and joint union

structures reconstructed.

Equally important, the fact
that thousands of those
marching on November 20
were not health workers at
all, but trade unionists, pen-
sioners, students and school
students, underlines the im-
portance of building much
wider alliances in every town

.........

.....

...............
.......

Thousands defied TUC leaflet shortage

to fight back against NHS cuts
and closures.
Vocal, high-profile, broad-

- based campaigns can help en-

courage health workers to
take a stand, including indus-

trial action, to stem the haem-
orthage of jobs and keep
open vital beds and hospitals.

This should be the real les-
son of November 20.




National Front nazis cash in on Rememberance Day ceremony in London
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NAC fights
to beat

closure crisis

allowed to hold a press con-

By Helen Shaw ference.
Sixteen anti-abortionists
THE NATIONAL Abortion were able to form a barricade
"""" Campalgn (NAC) faces im- inside and out of a Birming-

fail poll test

By Rod Marshall

ON THE SAME day that
racist Tower Hamlets Lib-

eral Councillors met to dis-

so prominent in the anti racist

movement recently.

It was also a local campalgn
that focused not just on fighting
the fascists but also linked up
with existing campaigns against

“The reasons why we lost are
complex. Extensive media cov-
erage didn’t help as it concen-
trated entirely on the NF
candidate.

- minent closure due to a

massive financial crisis.

They have issued an emer-
gency appeal to all supporters
to raise £11,000. They need
£3,000 immediately and an-
other £1,000 by December 1
and then another £7,000.

NAC has a long and.excel-

lent history in the struggle for
abortion rights. Its main cam-

paign has been for free abor-

tion on demand and a
woman’s right to choose.
Since the 1967 Abortion

Act there have been 20 at-

tacks from private members’
bills, the bhest known of which

ham clinic while 70 people
were successfully mobilised
to keep the clinic open.
Rescue America leader
Don Treshman was served
with a deportation order after
an attempted blockade at a
north-east London clinic.
In the U.S. these groups |
have gone from pickets to fire-
bombings and killings. Last
year marked a record for vio-
lence against clinics. There
were 1,107 acts of serious vio-
lence (bombing, arson,

‘chemical contamination, inva-

sion, vandalism, etc.) costing
nearly $50 million. Operation
Rescue carry guns and re-

. racist attacks in the area. Dirty work were the James White Bill in - ;.
vt Natiomal Front wag 18 the dul purpose of ey prouptyupracismasan 1975, the Benyon Bilin gt CFEE NP REE
- nazi National Front was  west London Alliance - fight- ;. . 08 " " 1877, the Corrie Bill in 1979 bart &0 rend Reas latag
soundly deteated in 2 loca ing both fascism and racism — ey clement from the La-  and the Alton Bill in 1988, follow people, harass them at
council by-election 1n  which best equips it with the bour vote. The Tory vote NAC has made it possible hame li,llegall,y S er el

Feltham.

ability to mobilise people on the

: _ collapsine resulted in the Liber- 10 fight these repeated attacks - et
Predictions of a repeat of the ~ ground. And this crucially has ;- ;flshilglg their vote up. The  On abortion rights. It has al- &12;?::ng§;:’“ with-pic
BNP’s victory in Tower Ham-  toinclude those whoarethevic- [ p 0 o 1 hac been doing  Ways been fully involved in In Britain. NAC has pre-
lets were seen to be groundless  tims of racism. the campaigns that have y IF p

- when late in the evening on No-

the Tories’ dirty work in terms
of cuts.’

emerged, uniting with all

pared for their return. The pro-

vember 11 the returning officer Labour defeat Another Labour supporter those prepared to resist any ::l::::o(:laenzl‘:'::!g"l!l:l ?.f):::ltll' ':oa

declared a paltry 263 votes for Itisironic that it wasthe Lib- commented that ‘the racism is- '"""9”“"“5“0“3:' | quickly mobilise supporters to

the fascist candidate Raymond o315 who actually won the  sue distracted us from the real _ NAG, working with women defend clinics.

O’Conner. Feltham election while their  issues’. in the trade unions, 'or.ced the While it is not clear when
But we must not forget these counterparts on the Isle of Dogs What is more real than being TUC'IO !ake 30“0“_ against these anti-abortion thugs will

were 263 votes for racism and o neinyed to purvey racistideas  beaten up by racist thugs in the ~ Gorrie in 1979 With these reappear in Britain it is vital

fascism. Thefighttogetfascism . 1i1 the BNP. streets of your home town?  United front campaigns, NAC the campaign is organised

off the streets of West London
has only just begun with the
campaign in the weeks preced-
ing the election.

This campaign, fought by the
West London Alliance of anti-
racist and anti-fascist groups
was a model for future activi-
ties.

It was united, bereft of the
sectarian politics that has been

rwu---‘unu--------———----—---H-—--ﬂ

But where was the Labour
Party on the issue of racism?
Clintonising the party to be bed-
fellows with the Liberals is no
answer to racism or to any of the
problems that ordinary people
face.

On losing the Feltham elec-
tion by 15 votes local Labour
Party activist Laurie Lopez
said,

What 1s more frightening than
Nazis selling newspapers on
your high street calling for
forced repatriation?

In hiding from the issue of
racism and refusing to fight it,
Labour are effectively letting
the right off the hook. And they
still lost the election. Sounds
depressingly familiar doesn’t
it?

explains why its demands are
correct and produces its own
material on the importance of
free abortion on demand. NAC
argues for women to have con-
trol over their bodies as a fun-
damental human right.

Earlier this year an interna-
tional right-wing hit squad
failed to close down abortion
clinics in Britain. NAC was
central in the struggle to de-
fend abortion clinics from
these anti-abortion fanatics.

and ready for their onslaught.
NAC has played a role in
providing information about
contraceptive and abortion
rights, and more recently
about safer sex and in lobby-
ing MPs in defence of the ‘67

Act in 18 years of aclivity.

It has suffered from the de-
cline of the women’s move-
ment and the active campaign
for abortion on demand. With-
out NAC any future campaigns
against attacks on the '67 Act

| | _Organised by the US-based iy \onin without a central or-
Rescue America, the tri-na- : i .
' BUILD THE FIGHTBACK - y lonal team weroaded by po- Tt mors crusade e
ice. When pro-choice .

- UNSHACKLE THE UNIONS!? | activists gathered outside the 11 A1 e campaign from
- | - International ]’Ianned Parent- '
i - hood Federation before an @ Please send donations
i Socialist Movement Trade Union Committee | 2nli-abortionrally, 18were g NAC, The Print House,
" g OQuickly arrested while 20 18 Ashwin Street, London,
1 Conference 5/6 February 1994. Conway Hall, , fitisistumedupandwere  pgap)
: Red Lion Square, London :
g This conference will provide a united platform for the key struggles of the day. I
I Thethemes will be: | e
] * the deepening of the implementation of new management techniques I 7
] * outlawing of industrial action in the public sector ]
| * International and European experiences of resisting bans and proscriptions onf
I public sector workforces < ]

. I *fightinganti- -union laws and developing a collective framework of positive rights |
I for workers

I +the fight against privatisation, mass unemployment and attacks on benefits

* defending the trade/union Labour Party links

i Registration and Sponsorship

f The conference is open to delegates from bona fide trade union and labour movement'

: organisations and to individual activists. Full weekend £10, One day £6 Low/unwaged £3 =
Send registration and/or sponsorship details including name, address, Union orl

organisation to Carolyn Sikorski, 53a Geere Road, London E15. _,I NAC has led pro-cho:ce struggles since the 1970s
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‘class struggle’

Education is
central to the
struggle for
socialism.
Understanding
how people
learn, and
facilitating
access to
learning for all,
is a key task. So
is a grasp of
current Tory
government

strategy for
education, which

aims to

introduce

market forces,
end critical
thinking and
invalidate the
notion of equal

opportunities.
ANN HUDSON
reports.

WE MUST develop a clear
critique of the state’s current
policies on schooling and
formal education. But we
also need to develop and pro-

mote a socialist alternative.

The process of defining a set
of socialist objectives for educa-
tion must be based upon pro-
gressive understanding of
theories of intellectual and emo-
tional development, but must
also include learning from the
struggles undertaken jointly by
workers in the field of educa-
tion, students and parents in the
communities education is
meant to serve.

Actively engaging in cam-
paigns to oppose Tory educa-
tion policies and to build
democracy allows dialogue and
debate among and between such
~groups and socialists, and it is
- essential to developing and pro-
moting a new set of perspec-
tives.

Achievable

We need both a utopian sense
of how education might operate
after capitalism and a more im-
mediate set of achievable goals
to facilitate the development of
an inquisitive, literate, critical,
articulate and conscious work-
ing class.

The latter is precisely what
the architects of Tory education
policies intend to avoid. Their
current National Curriculum is
designed to serve the capitalist

state. Thus 1t reinforces in-
equalities and stifles creative
potential. It is intended to per-
petuate and intensify social
stratification and prevent the de-
velopment of forms of con-
sciousness which could enable
people participate in changing
it.

For socialists, education
should concern the develop-
ment of people’s creative poten-
tial; their understanding of the
natural world, the society in
which they live and the work
processes of that society. It
should develop the capacity to
work with others in controlling
society’s collective life.

In order to promote the
growth of consciousness the
curriculum must facilitate the
development of abstract
thought and the skills of analy-
sis an synthesis. It must foster
the ability to transfer skills and
concepts from one area to an-
other.

To this end, we need a uni-
form but flexible, locally differ-
entiated system of education
provision based upon universal
entitlement which encompasses
broadly stated curriculum ob-
jectives.

We should have a national
curriculum, but one that is de-
fined through democratic proc-
esses and takes 1nto account the
cultures, languages, experi-
ences and needs of a multicultu-
ral, class-divided society.

It should have an internation-
alist perspective, cater for the

A one-finger salute to equal opportunities from Tory Secretary John Patten

needs of students of all abilities
and seek, both through its con-
tent and methods of learning to
counter prejudice in all its
forms.

Environment

We should argue for an ap-
proach to learning which pro-
motes an integrated view of
human experience and its rela-
tionship to the environment.

We need to break down the
traditional, compartmentalised
structure of learning currently
typical of secondary schools.
We should advocate active, stu-
dent centred learning at all lev-
els.

The government’s attempts
to make education subject to

market forces also have
the effect of developing
a system in which the
privileged — usually
white, middle class stu-
dents of Anglo-Saxon

~descent— have access to
the skills and qualifica-
tions which will give
them a head start in the
labour market.

By promoting Grant
Maintained Status
(‘opting out’), educa-
tionally unsound, exter-
nally imposed tests
(SATs) and the publica-
tion of league tables, the
Tories are creating a
context in which the no-
tion of equal opportuni-
ties becomes farcical.

Obviously, equality
or opportunity, laudable
as a goal, is not really
feasible under capital-
ism. Recognising this
reality should not pre-
vent us from fighting -
through building alli-
ances which reach be-
yond those immediately
involved in education —
agatnst the states efforts
to deny the working
class access to learning.

We should demand
open and equal access to a fully
comprehensive state funded
education system as part of the
process of working for social-
ism — without having any illu-
sions about the nature of the
state.

Socialists should be actively
assisting teachers, parents and
students in battles against Grant
Maintained Status for schools
and against the SATs. We
should demand the reincorpora-
tion of all Grant Maintained
schools, City Technology Col-
leges and remaining grammar
schools into a fully comprehen-
sive LEA system.

This should go hand in hand
with the fight to defend public
services, councils and the po-

SR
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tential for local democracy they
can afford. We should also be
seeking community involve-
ment in setting education agen-

das locally. |

While continuing to build op-
positionto SATs, we must insist
that schools are responsible for
ensuring the basic right of par-
ents and students to full infor-
mation about progress in the
curriculum. This should be
based upon continuous teacher
assessment including records of
achievement negotiated with
school students and parents.

The comprehensive principle
is not only about schools. It
should also be applied to the
post 16 education system.

What we need is access to
education throughout life, and
an education system which does
not divide education from train-
ing, or the academic from the
vocational.

We should demand an end to
the existing external exams post
16, rightly defined as a hang-
over from the nineteenth cen-
tury.

In order to develop new per-
spectives on education, we have
to transcend the anti-intellectu-
alism so apparent in modern
British culture.

Research

We need to engage in serious
research about processes of
learning and to develop deeper
insights into the political econ-
omy of international capitalism.

We also need to understand
better the culture of this society
and of youth in particular. The
task is not only an academic
one: the process of defining a
healthy socialist outlook on
education also involves leam-
ing, through struggle, dialogue
and debate.

At the same time as counter-
ing the state’s attempts to tailor
formal education to suit its ends,
we need to be developing our
own longer term agenda for in-
formal as well as formal educa-
tion.
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Would the security for
disarm and return to
barracks if a cease fire was
declared in the six counties?
Kieran Mac an Ultaigh raises
the question London and
Dublin governments are

afraid to answer.

OGS
"

MUCH has been said by politicians
and the media about the killings car-
ried out by paramilitaries in the

North of Ireland after the tragic

deaths on the Shankill and in

Greysteel.

The British and Irish gevernments
still refuse to accept Sinn Fein (repre-
senting more than one in eight of the
electorate) as a legitimate political party
and allow them to be included in any
future negotiations until they either con-
demn the IRA’s armed struggle or the
IRA calls a permanent cease fire.

The British governmeni are refusing
to offer anything substantial in return for
this cease fire. On the contrary they are
putiing increased pressure on the Irish
government to end its constitutional
claim to the Six Counties.

But what seems to have been ignored
in London and Dublin and also by the
leaderships of the respective trade union
and labour movements is the role of the
security forces in the six counties.

The security forces are not neutral but
are the paramilitary wing of the British
government. Since the beginning of the
recent troubles they have operated in
tandem with loyalist death squads
(UFF/UVF), supplying weapons from
South Africa through covert agents and
providing photographs of suspected
leading republicans.

The 1mposition of the Falls Road cur-
few as early as the summer of 1970
exposed the idea that the security forces
were mere peace-keepers. This was soon
followed by internment without trial,
and Bloody Sunday at the beginning of
1972, when 14 unarmed Catholics were
shot dead during an anti-internment
demonstration in Derry.

‘Shoot to kill’

Since then the army and police have
killed countless nationalists, many of
them children, through random ‘shoot to
kill’ policy and by plastic bullets. Virtu-
ally all of those murdered were unarmed
and many had no connection with the
republican movement. Only a tiny num-
ber of police and soldiers have ever faced
charges over any of these killings.

Like the loyalists, the security forces

view the entire nationalist community as
hostile and dangerous and seem to be-
lieve that ‘the only good Catholic is a
dead Catholic, shoot first ask questions
later’.

‘Relatives for Justice’ (RFJ) was set
up to highlight the farce of British neu-
trality and to seek prosecutions and com-
pensation. RFJ is a non-sectarian
organisation which eventually aims to
prosecute the British government in the
European Court of Human Rights:

Pattern

"We're trying to ... show a clear pat-
tern over the years so that when we go to
Europe they can’t say well this is a one
off case because we are going to have

hundreds of cases, one after the other, so

that as soon as they knock back one we’ll

have another one to replace it...’

Many of the cases highlighted by RFJ
have been taken up by Amnesty Interna-
tional and Liberty.

Recently Anne Bradley from RFJ
toured the Midlands doing interviews,
talking to MPs, MEPs and local council-
lors, and speaking at public meetings.
Anne’s first husband, Tony McA-

tarsney, was assassinated by the UVF in-

1983 solely because he was a Roman
Catholic. Anne has learned to accept this
loss with some difficulty. Tony was run-
ning a fish and chip business in a loyalist
area of Belfast, and was thus regarded as
a legitimate target.

Anne remarried a few years later to
another Catholic, John McNeill. In 1990
John agreed to sit in a stolen car while
two friends robbed a betting shop in

‘West Belfast. Two undercover SAS sol-

diers first killed the two robbers, firing
around 15 bullets into each of them.
They then turned on John firing one shot
into his head from a distance of twenty
four inches followed by another four
shots into his body. ~

John was unarmed — it was first degree
murder, yet the soldiers identity has been
kept secret and neither has been prose-
cuted. At most John should have had to
face a couple of years in jail for his part
in the robbery, not summary execution.

Since becoming involved in RF]J,
Anne has had her home raided several
ttmes by members of the security forces
who, on one occasion fractured her arm
in two places and broke her nose. Her
children have also faced harassment.

There are numerous other examples
of what the security forces mean by
peace keeping in the Six Counties. At
least six Catholics, under the age 18,
have been killed by plastic bullets fired
by mermbers of the security forces.

Of the 14 Catholics murdered on
Bloody Sunday, five were under the age
of 18. Of the several hundred people
killed by the police and army in the Six
Counties since 1969, the vast majority
were Catholics and 127 were children.

No prosecution

Only in a couple of cases has any
member of the security forces been
prosecuted for any of these deaths, and
even fewer convicted — a fact conven-
iently forgotten by the numerous so-
called peace groups who protested over
the tragic deaths caused by the War-
rington bombing, | |

In all there are almost 30,000 mem-

o

bers of the security forces operating in
the Six counties, concentrated almost
exclusively on the nationalist commu-
nity which totals about 600,000 or 40 per
centof the population. In total the British
government spends £4 billion per year
propping up the northern state.

Despite this Catholic unemployment
1s two and a half times as high as Prot-
estant unemployment per head of popu-
lation. Including remand prisoners,
there are almost 1,600 people in prison
in the Six Counties, two thirds of whom
are republicans, each prisoner costing
the state approximately £70,000 per
year. Proportionally this represents the
highest prison population anywhere in
Western Europe.

Most socialists and trade unionists in
Ireland and Britain support the status-
quo or at best some form of devolved
government in the Six Counties. Very
few take a clear anti-imperial stance,
their condemnations are often aimed at
republicans and rarely against the Brit-
ish government and its agents.

The Six Counties is an undemocratic
state and should be condemned as such.
Campaigns such as Relatives for Justice
and Equality (which highlights discrimi-
nation in employment), are attempting
to show the extent of human and civil
rights abuses in the North of Ireland.

Censorship and the Prevention of
Terrorism Act, which is aimed almost
exclusively at the Irish community in
Britain, are other examples of unjust
draconian measures used to stifle debate

~on Ireland.

Peace without justice is.no peace at
all. The exclusion of parties such as Sinn
Fein, which represents key sections of
the oppressed, means that no amount of
discussion on the future of Ireland can
deliver a lasting peace.

Secular solution

Inthe end only a united secular social-
ist Ireland can achieve this, for only in
such a state will people feel physically
and economically secure, with equality
and basic political and civil rights guar-
anteed.

It is vital that rank and file trade union
and labour movement activists in Ireland
and Britain take up the issues of dis-
cnmination and civil and human rights
abuses in the north of Ireland.

The British government and its agents
are not neutral. Only their immediate
withdrawal from the Six Counties will
lead to a lasting peace. All socialists
should campaign vigorously for such a
goal.

@ Relatives for Justice and Equality
can be contacted through Socialist
Outlook, PO Box 1109, London, N4
2UU or the Troops Out Movement, BM
TOM, London WC1N 3XX.
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Crisis of capitalism without capital

‘We need a Glorious

RUSSIA is now a right-wing dictatorship
that is simply too corrupt and
incompetent to function efficiently,
the country’s best-known democratic
socialist argues. Nevertheless, he
believes that capitalism will not take
root, and that pressure for a centre-left
alternative will eventually prove

irresistible.

BORIS KAGARLITSKY, a political
advisor to the Russian Federation of
Trade Unions and a leading member of
the Party of Labour, last week visited
London briefly, at the invitation of Ken
Livingstone MP and Stan Newens MEP.
DAVE OSLER discussed with him.

BORN IN 1958, Kagarlitsky
did the mandatory stint in the
gulag under Brezhneyv for his
work on a leftist dissident
journal. He is also the author
of a number of academic
books, and was an elected
Moscow City Councillor un-
til the council was dissolved

last month.

He argues that the Russian
politicians can be divided into
- modernisers and traditionalists,
and either category can be either
right-wing or left-wing. The
Party of Labour represents Rus-
sia’s modernising left.

It was started in 1992 as an
attempt to regroup the non-Sta-
linist left, including left and cen-
tre-left soctal democrats,
~ democratic communists and
even some former anarchists:
‘Heterodoxy is the orthodoxy of
the party,” he quips.

So far it has around 1000
members, more impressive than
it sounds given that, apart from
the 500,000-strong Communist
Party, no-one else has more than
5000 recrutts. It has 15 branches
in major industrial cities, with a
congress scheduled for January,
and expects to register for legal
recognition next year.

The game-plan is not to build
a European-style social demo-
cratic party like Labour in Brit-
ain. In Russia, argues
Kagarlitsky, that would be im-
_ possible:

‘West European societies
[have] established capitalist 1n-
stitutions which more or less
work, some kind of functioning
welfare state, and democracy
which is quite well rooted in
social structures. There is some
surplus you can redistribute.’

Russia faces economic col-

lapse. Neither ‘the en-
trepreneurial growps with very
different interests, which cannot
be described as a class’ nor the
remnants of the old bureauc-
racy, are capable of being ‘the
main mortar, the main engine of
development pulling the coun-
try out of crisis.’ |

‘We were always very critt-
cal of over-centralisation of the
economy, but we want the pub-
lic sector to be the core of a
mixed economy. The main ar-
gument is about how to form a
democratically controlled,
modern and efficient public sec-
tor.’

Chinese examples

Lack of democracy aside,
‘China provides us with some

‘very interesting examples of

successful reform, using the op-
portunities of the market for a
public sector economy. There is
no visible privatisation.’

Kagarlitsky’s model for Rus-
sia advocates decentralised so-
cial partnership, with public
enterprise co-managed by un-
ions, local authorities and the
state.

The Party of Labour has won
significant trade union support.
What were once ‘state unions’
are now in conflict with the
state, Kagarlitsky points out:

‘The state doesn’t want any
unions at all, it just wants to
have an employer-dominated
economy. The modernisers say
we have to have proper unions,
up to the task of mobilising
wage labour to defend 1its gen-
eral interests.’

Despite high hopes for inde-
pendent unions such as Sotsprof
in the late eighties, these groups
moved rapidly to the right and
have largely collapsed.

Q
.......

Kagarlitsky predicts wide-
spread abstention in the elec-
tions due next month, a hung
parliament and the rapid break-
up of the current electoral coali-
tions. What are the implications
of this?

‘None, because the parlia-
ment will have no powers any-
way, he answers emphatically.

Under Boris Yeltsin’s pro-
posed new constitution, it will
carry less clout than the Tsarist
Duma, he believes. The Party of
Labour will sit this one out, al-
though some members are on
various other lists.

But Kagarlitsky is adamant
that the Communist Party
should enter the fray, if only to
underline its popular support.

I asked how October’s at-
tempted coup affected Russian
politics. ‘Why call it an at-
tempted coup?” Kagarlitsky re-
sponds. ‘There was acoup. Now
we have no legitimate power in
the country. We’ve got a very
soft, very weak dictatorship.’

But Russia is not yet Pino-
chet’s Chile, Kagarlitsky was
arrested, threatened with death,
and then released. The state
confiscated his passport, but he
had one they did not know
about.

‘I saw people who were re-
leased from jail just for bribing

police. Corruption is very posi-

tive in certain cases,’” he jokes.
The regime is undecided
about how far it should go, or in
the face of popular opposition,
could go. Meanwhile, anti-Yelt-
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sin forces have paradoxically
been strengthened by the isola-
tion of their extremist wing, Ka-
garlitsky argues. .

Most of the British left sup-
ported parliament, which is as
committed to capitalist restora-
tion as Yeltsin, albeit by a
slower route, and which readily
linked up with fascist elements.

‘It was a very bad parliament,
but most parliaments that are
destroyed by coup d’état were
bad parliaments.’

Legitimate

It may have been a ‘weak,
inefficient, incompetent parlia-
ment dominated by some very
unpleasant people,” but never-
theless it enjoyed democratic le-
gitimacy.

Parliament was wrong not to
dissociate itself from the fas-
cists, who were only a tiny mi-
nority within the parliamentary
camp. This allowed Yeltsin to
denounce the ‘red-brown bloc’
ontelevision, then promptly im-
plement many far right policies.
‘The growth of the far right in
the West is much more impres-
sive than in Russia, especially if
you compare the situation.’

“Western politicians who
back Yeltsin are wrong, not just
from the moral point of view.
It’s very stupid to back some-
body who’s going to fail ... The
West presents Yeltsin as a kind
of moderniser, but most of his
support comes from the most
backward, most uneducated and

Revolution of Russian
socialism’

" Yeltsin: his new paﬂiament will

have no real power. Elections are
likely to face widespread
abstentions.

unmodernised layers of the
population.’ |

Kagarlitsky argues that Rus-
sia is already a capitalist econ-
omy In one important sense:
‘It’s part of the capitalist world
system. Because of this, it’s
demonstrating lots of the fea-
tures of an underdeveloped
economy, like a third world
country. This is one of the first
cases of the third-worldisation
of a developed country.’

Yet Kagarlitsky sees Russia
as basically ‘a heterogeneous
economy. It cannot be seen as
an organic economy, capitalist
or non-capitalist or socialist.
There are different structures
which live according to differ-
ent logics.’

He rules out the successful
reintroduction of capitalism: ‘In
this case Russia will just disin-
tegrate into several different
countries [with] some kind of
statist economies with multiple
heterogeneous economic Sys-
tems.

‘For the consolidation of the

capitalist project, you either '

have a colonial state or you have
to have some sort of a national

bourgeoisie. We have neither.’
‘I don’t think any of the west-

ern countries is going to con-
quer Russia, even
economically. The level of in-
vestment needed for this pur-
pose is just SO enormous.

Centre-left

“There 1s a growing feeling
that there is a need to follow a
coherent alternative, a centre-
left alternative bringing to-
gether some of the centrist
forces, the non-communist left
and quite probably also the CP
... There are certain regions
where there are just no other

- important political forces. If you

want to make the country gov-

ernable again, you have to get
the CP engaged.’

‘The whole Russian experi- |

ence was based on an attempt to

build a socialist society, and this

attempt failed at a certain stage
and degenerated into something
definitely contradicting the so-

“cialist project.

‘If you just look at British
history, what was the outcome
of the first British revolution?
The restoration of monarchy.

‘What is needed for Russia
nowadays is a Glorious Revolu-
tion of Russian socialism, reviv-
ing the socialist project, making
it probably a little bit reformist
but at the same time consolidat-
ing the basic characteristics and
bringing it back.’

AWNNOO
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‘Bosnia: why a
- Muslim state is

)

CENTRE STAGE

no solution

The British left has
come up with all the
wrong answers to the
war in
Bosnia-Herzegovina.

Even those who
understand there is a
war of aggression by
Serbia and Croatia
against Bosnia have
taken all sorts of
mistaken positions on
the question of
national
self-determination, the
role of the United
Nations, sanctions
against Serbia,
independence from the
Izethegovic
govermment.

In this issue Geoff
Ryan argues why we
reject the slogan of
‘Support the Muslims’.

-

Serb leader
Karad2ic has
already faced
rebellion from
soldiers in Banja %
Luka o

BOSNIA was Yugoslavia in mini-
ature. Within its borders lived the two
largest nationalities, Serbs and
Croats, and a large Slav Muslim
population. It had a sizeable minority
who defined themselves as ‘Yugo-
slavs’.

There was a high level of inter-mar-
nage. In the towns Catholic and Ortho-
dox churches were sited next to Muslim
mosques and Jewish synagogues.

Bosnian ‘nationalism’ is a very contra-
dictory. It only makes sense in so far as it
rejects Great Serb, Great Croat or Muslim
nationalism and counter-poses a multi-
national Bosnia, in which all national
rights are guaranteed and respected.
Which is precisely why multi-national
Bosma is under attack by Serb and Croat
forces, with the support of the EC and
UN.

The Izetbegovic government has indi-
cated it is willing to accept the concept of
a ‘Muslim’ state. Thisis a big retreat from
the multi-national, multi-religious Bos-
ma envisaged in the ‘Platform of the
Presidency’ published in Sarajevo, 26th
June 1992. Izetbegovic has also talked
about the need to create a ‘Muslim’ army.
This weakens the fight for Bosnian inde-
pendence. | |

A ‘Mushm’ state would not stop the
war. A new war, between Muslims who
want a purely ‘Muslim’ state and those
in favour of a multi-national and secular
state, would break out. It would be a war
of the countryside against the ethnically
mixed cities; of barbarism against civili-
sation; religious intolerance against secu-
lartism. It would create further ‘ethnic
cleansing’.

If a ‘Muslim’ state was created where
would the multi-national journalists of
Oslobodjene go? What would happen to

......

the multi-national population of Tuzla
who refused to accept the nationalist di-

- vision of their city?

What would happen to the tens of
thousands of Serbs and Croats who con-
tinue to defend Sarajevo? All those Serbs
and Croats who have fought to defend
Bosnia would find themselves unable to
live in Serbia or Croatia or in a ‘Muslim’
State. That would be a defeat for interna-
tionalism and would legitimate further
nationalist aggression.

No need to wait

Only the working class - Croat, Mus-
lim and Serb can prevent the destruction
of Bosnia. This does not mean Muslims
must wait until Croat or Serb workers
reject reactionary Great Croat or Great
Serb solutions.

They clearly have the night self-de-
fence. However, whilst the Bosnian army
has the right to drive out Croat or Serb
troops from Bosnian towns and villages
they also have to guarantee the rights of
the Croat and Serb populations.

Islamic fundamentalists have carried
out massacres of Croat civilians and
dniven them out of towns. In Vares the
fundamentalists raised a pro-Iranian flag.
Although the fundamentalist forces oper-
ate, by and large, outside the control of
the Bosnian army, Croats or Serbs forced
from their homes are unlikely to make
such distinctions. |

The temporary military victories of
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fundamentalist forces are massively oot-
weighed by their negative political con-

sequences. |

The Croats and Serbs prepared to ﬁght |

against the policies and actions of Boban
and Karadzic are still a very small minor-
ity. The majority still support the carve
up of Bosnia. However, if Bosnia is to
survive they have to be convinced of the
need for a mult-national Bosnia. This

......

.............
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in a Muslim state what would happen to Serbs and Croats in Sarajevo?

can only be done if their national rights
are respected.

There is growing disenchantment with
the war. The recent rebellion of Serb

-soldiers in Banja Luka against Karadzic

is a reflection of growing disillusion-
ment. |

This will not automaticaily' lead to
progressive developments. The Croatian

and Serbian fascists will also try to chan-
nel discontent into even more virulent
nationahism. The actions of the funda-
mentalists and demands for a ‘Muslim’
state weaken the ability to win over dis-
1llusioned Croats and Serbs to suppor* for
an independent Bosnia.

The task for socialists - inside and
outside Bosnia - is to support the multi-
national resistance. We have to try to
rebuild links between workers through-
out the former Yugoslavia.

That can only be based on support for

the right of Bosnia to self-determination
and respect for the rights of national
minorities. We oppose attempts to create
‘ethnically pure’ states and reject attacks
by Muslim forces on Croat or Serb civil-
1ans.

False image

Slogans such as ‘Arm the Muslims’ or
“Support the Muslims’ reinforce the false
image of the war in Bosnia as between
nationally based or religious ‘warring
factions’. |

They ignore the multi-npational nature

of the Bosnian resistance. They suggest
the war can be won by the Muslims

alone. They make dangerous conces-
sions to the thoroughly reactionary con-

-~ cept of a ‘Muslim’ state.

Above all they hold back the rebuild-

ing of the workers’ movement through-

out ex-Yugoslavia, without which there

can be no lasting solution to the national

question.
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