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~ tary John Patten to accept Sir

Break the economic

Defend the
welfare
state

Editorial

IN A COUNCIL by-election in Bar-
row-in-Fummess last week the Tories

suffered a mammoth 23 per cent
swing against them, to lose a safe

scat. It was just a small indication of
the extent of Tory unpopularity and
the electoral defeats being stored up
for the Tories in the council and

'European elections this year.

John Major’s cynical and ili-fated

- ‘back to basics’ campaign was partially
~ designed to give the Tories a popular

cutting edge when their economic poli-
cies are crashmg and living standards
falling.

VAT on fuel, the new council tag as-

sessments, mass unemployment, and the

huge tax rises and benefit cuts to come in
April are all feeding widespread popular
resentment.

The unmistakeable evidence of gen-.

eral social decay and breakdown — crum-
bling infrastructure, rampant poverty and
soaring crime rates — help reinforce the

public perception of a government that

has been derailed by its own ideology.
But Major’s attempts. to divert atten-

tion from these problems by a nostal gic

Teachers defeat Tory RMT left
notches up
key vic

By Chrls Brooks

The government has made
a humiliating climb-down

over the compulsory tests
built in to their reactlonary

National Curriculum.

The curriculum will be lim-
ited to English, maths and sci-
ence up to the age of 14.
Compulsory history and geog-
raphy

A widely supported teach-
ers’ hoycott of the tests has
forced hated Education Secre-

Ron Dearing’s report criticis-
ing the proposals.

The report said that the
scheme had ‘gone over the
top’, reducing the amount of
time teachers can spend help-
ing children to learn.

trip down the memory lane of a mythical
golden age have gone seriously wrong.
The ‘moral crusade’ element of the

back to basics capaign has been over-

turned by the hypocrisy of Major’s own
ministers and their parliamentary aides.

As the Tim Yeo affair and Patten’s
climbdown on the national curriculum

-shows, ‘Back to basics’ morality collides

with deep social changes which have oc-

- curred over more than 30 years.

Hysterical

As a result, Major’s ‘big i1dea’ to re-
unite the Tory ranks last October has
been reduced to little more than hysteri-
cal calls for a crackdown on crime - so
long as 1t is petty crime rather than multi-
million pound fraud — and a renewed
onslaught on social welfare.

That’s the reason for the Tory attack
on single mothers, involving a battery of
measures including the cruel fiasco of the
Child Support Agency.

Yet despite their deep unpopularity,
despite evidence of the long term social
damage they are doing, and despite the
unravelling of ‘back to basics’ the Tory
anti-welfare steam roller i driving on
relentlessly

They are determined to undermme key

| fundamentals of the welfare state. T_hls 1S

them.

a long term process, but as the budget
measures showed, it is gathering pace.
Every aspect of the welfare state is in
peril — unemployment and social security
benefits, pensions, the NHS, housing and
the right to free higher and secondary
education. |
- Defence of the welfare state is now a

key task for the labour movement for a
whole period. It will be a long and diffi-
cult fight, though one in which the work-
ers’ movement starts out with a large

majority of public opinion already in sup-
port.

But instead of tapping in to this sup-

port and recognising the need to step up

- the fight, the Labour leadership is once

more passive and quiescent in the face of
this attack.

Consensus

One reason is the tacit economic con-
sensus between Labour and Tory leaders,
so rightly exposed by Bryan Gould in the
past two weeks.

Labour’s John Smith and Gordon
Brown are so scared of saying anything
which might be seen as a spending com-
mitment for a future Labour government
that they are plunged into silence.

The Labour leadership has effectively
given up the fight for full employment

and the welfare state because it has re-
nounced any economic alternative to the
crude free market ideology of the Tories.

The economic policies of the Labour
leadership are a major obstacle to a sus-
tained fightback against the attack on the
welfare state.

Although it will be the struggle of

- public service workers and users of wel-
“fare services which will determine- the
‘outcome, the political and ideological

fight over the economy is an important
determinant of how that struggle pro-
ceeds.

A forthright socialist challenge to the

- capitalist market system would reinforce

those fighting the Tory offensive.

‘It 1s now a key task for the left of the
labour movement, inside and outside the
Labour Party, to break the economic con-
sensus over deflationary, anti-welfare
policies.

There is widespread anger and frustra-
tion over Labour’s feeble performance at
every level of the labour movement.

The fight against the economic con-
sensus must be taken both into the unions
and the Labour Party, where even in this
period, a broad audience for an alterna-
tive to free market economics can be
found.

Knuckles rapped Patten

The collapse over the tests
is a big blow against the Na-
tional Curriculum, introduced
in 1987. The curriculum
stresses grammar, arithmetic
and the rote learning of facts
against previous attempts to
give children the skills to criti-
cally assess the world around

The collapse also reglsters
a big victory for leftwingers in
the teaching unions. One
mark of the new confidence
teachers have acquired is the
election of Carole Regan, a
leader of the Socialist Teach-
ers Alliance, as Vice-Presi- .
dent of the National Union of
Teachers.

NUT members have ailso
voted aimost unanimously to
keep up the boycott of the re-
maining tests.

It seems likely however
- that teachers will have to fight

for the united boycott to re-
main. The NUSAWT and non-
TUC ATL leaders will be eager
to get back to normal. Social-
ists must support the teachers
fight for the education our chtl-
dren deserve.

. By Jakej'l-"arrier |

Lonng time"revoIUtionary
Marxist Patrick Sikorski and

two other class struggle

leaders won positions on the
National Executive of the
RMT transport union last

week.

Elected secretary of the un-
ion’s London Transport District
Council, Sikorski’s victory
comes shortly after Under-
ground bosses attempted to
sack him following a verbal al-

tercation with a local manager -
after putting up a notice for a
union meeting to discuss the .
sacking of another member.

,O

Support for Pat and another, |

--;swctlmlsed tube worker, Ray;
_.,_:-Stelzner was widespread.

The RMT’s appeal intheir de—.’,_‘

'_{»_fence was circulated to working
- class organisations worldwide'
~ by Sociatist Qutlook and- the
_.support of the TUC’s general
~ ¢ouneil members-was gamed by
RMT leader Jimmy Knapp.

“Selznerand.Sikorski were re-

mstated on the tube only after a
. four-to-one ballot victory led to
- a one-day strike on the Under-
- ground line they worked on, and

“the threat to ballot the whole
network.

Thisisa w'elcome victory for

“the left at a time when victories
are few and far between.
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Close down Campsfield! | |

The racist face

of Fortress
Britain

By Bill MacKelth

and Paul Clarke

ANTI-RACIST campaign-
ers in the Oxford area warned
at the end of last year that the
opening of the new
Campsfield detention centre
was part of a new offensive
against immigrants and asy-
lum seekers. -

Less than one month later
their warnings were dramati-
cally confirmed when officials
detained 190 people out of 356

on a flight from Jamaica - and

promptly shipped many of them

‘to Campstield.

But what surprised many was

- that the swoop was not against

asylum seekers, but against

Walls go

Uup
arounda

FOortress
Europe

NEW REGULATIONS are
heing brought in by the
European Union in a drive
to keep out people from
black African and Carib-

hean countries, and Asia.
EU countries are estab-
lishing a "negative list” of
countries whose natignals
will have to apply for a three-
montih visa in advance.

Whites exempt

Only a tiny number of pre-
dominantly white Commaon-
wealth cotntries wili be
exampl.

The total number of coun-
tries on the "negative fist™ is
127. High on the list are all
piack African couniries.
most Caribbean cotintries,
India, Pakistan and Sri
Lanka.

The move confirms the
‘twin track strategy of the
Schengen agreement,
signed by nine EC states in
1985.

This provides for niuch
greater freedom of move-
ment v/thinthe EU, but a de-
termined attempt to keep out
immigrants and black asy-
lum seekers .

Ay — o . e e

mere Christmas visitors! The
190 detained and the dozens
later deported were accused not
of what they had done, but what
they might do - an ‘intention’ to
overstay their visits.

Instead of spending Christ-
mas with families and friends
more than 100 spent it in deten-
tion. Welcome to Britain!

Visitors
The function of Campsfield

and the detention system was

thus revealed. It is to intimidate
potential visitors and asylum

seekers, especially from black

countries. | |
If you are black and you try

to come to Britain you stand a.

good chance of being banged up

- or deported. Imagine the furore

if the plane had been full of

Americans, Canadians or even

white South Africans.

The new ‘Fortress Britain’
policy is linked to the new ‘For-
tress Europe’ strategy of the
European Union.

Major and Home Secretary
Howard are doing a double act
with French interior minister
Charles Pasqua, who has de-
clared ‘war’ on immigrants and
asylum seekers.

According to Pasqua, people
should stay ‘in their own coun-
try’ and (what a joke) France
should ‘lead a crusade’ to eco-
nomically develop the- thlrd
world. "

The problem is the future hy-

pothetical economic develop-

ment of the third world is not
much use to someone flecing
persecution in the here and now.
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In November 1992 the gov- Mecca.
emmentdeclareditsintentionto  The first detainees arrived at
create 330 new places in deten-  the new immigration prison on
tion centres for its stepped-u 29 November. ‘
immigration campaign. By the time the second mini-

bus arrivéd, demonstrators were
Profit-making at the gates with placards saying

In addition to the 100 places
at Haarmondsworth and 100 at
Haslar near Southampton, the
200 new places at Campsfield,
near Kidlington, Oxford, in-

‘clude places for men women

and children. Built at a cost of

Group 4.

Just so people know what
kind of people the centre is de-

signed for, compasses have

been installed so that Muslims

will know that they are facing

£5m it will be run for profit by

‘Refugees Are Not Criminals’
and ‘Stop the Detentions’.
On 25 November a torchlit
demonstration by some 50 peo-

ple took place in centrat Oxford

and 1000 leaflets saying ‘Stop
the Refugee Prison’ distrib-
uted.

| Support the campalgn' |
- against Campsfield and the gov-

ernment’s racist immigration

policies. The Campaign against

Campsﬁeldcanbecontactedon |

0865 724452.

Study exposes how 'Tories fiddle figures

Jobless Britain

THE GOVERNMENT is ly-
ing about the real unemploy-
ment level. That was the
conclusion of a detailed
study made by Cambridge-
economics lecturer John
Wells, published on 1 Janu-

ary.

Based on official statistics,
inchuding those of the Interna-
tional Labour Organisation,
Wells showed that the number
of people actively seeking work
but unable to claim benefit is

1.08 million. |
The government’s ‘official’

unemployment figure is 2.92
million. So the real ﬁgure 1S

around 4 million.

But says Wells, if people
-who have not sought work in
the last four weeks are included,

- the figure is closer to 5 million.
- Those extra million are workers
who did not seek work because,
quite rationally, they belicve
there is none at their level of

skills.

The S million figure included
306,000 people on government
‘work’ programmes, designed
to massage the unemployment

figures.

Since 1979 there have been
29 (1) changes in the way that
unemployment figures are cal-
culated, all of them designed to

reduce the number of people

~officially classified as unem-
. ployed. .
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T' Imex stnkers led the fight for jobs last year who will follow in 1994?

Five million unemployed
does not exhaust the toll of hu-

man misery caused by the re-

cession and Tory policies

however, Millions of people are
now on part-time or doing

short-term contract work.
Between 8-10 people face

permanent insecurity, either

unemployed or only precari-
ously employed.

Hard on the heels of Wells’
report came another, again by a
Cambridge economist, which
showed an almost 100 per cent

match between the levels of

crime and the levels of unem-
ployment.

In particular, the number of

burglaries exactly matches the
changes in the level of unem-

*****

between 17 and 2. -
- This new study-is a dramatic

refutation of John Major’s

claims that crime is caused by
individual wickedness and has

- no social causes. It shows the
- hypocrisy of the ‘self help’ and
‘back to basics’ campaigns.

Crime is going up and the
Tory solution is not to tackle its
causes, but to put more peopie

in prison.
Scandal

The scandal in current situ-
ation is the passivity and resig-

‘nation of the labour and trade

union leaders in the face of this
toll of human misery. Even on
the left there is no big cam-
paign.
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loss of pay.

InFranceamasmvemm‘"
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tries therelsanaenvedebateon"f-f_f-?,f" N
‘the reduction of the warking - | #%
week 1035, or32hoursw1ﬂ1n0;'; |

paign (¢ Agn' ensémble contre le |

chomage’) has been launched,
fighting for a 35-hour week,

with the perspective of. an even- N

tual 30-hour week.
Capitalism permanenﬂy cre-

ates unemployment, which of
courses skyrockets during re- .

cessions and slumps. Only a so-
cially-planned economy can

overcome it.

The task for the labour
movement now is to fight back
against it, around demands for
the reduction of the working
week w1th no loss of pay.
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Linking up to
fight fascism

...........
......

‘‘‘‘‘

End of London, on March 19
is a major step forward. The
full weight of the labour
movement must be mobilised

: other main campaigns (eg ANL,
By Paul Wozny, YRE, AFA and ARA).
Secreta
bk Labour Party
__________________ X 4 " southamp‘ton Tuc | .
o The campaign is open to af-
_ The TUC call for a national ﬁl‘datt‘r‘:(‘ifm"? bot)hoﬁ?‘bourpmy
. demonstration in the East - © UTIION DO .
& %«@ ' The proposed constitution re-

served half of the ten steering
committee places, elected at
conference, for Labour Party
delegates.

375
...........

This generated the most con-
troversy. The proposal was
agreed, but only two Labour
delegates were willing to take
up the positions.

______________ - ~against racism and fascism.
But we cannot rely on the
TUC bureaucracy to organise
- anything larger than a press con-
ference. Activists in union
branches and Trade Union
| Councils will have to rally sup-
| e - port for the demonstration.
Saturday 4 December saw -
the second ‘Labour and Trade
Union Conference; Fighting
Racism and Fascism’. It was or-
ganised by Bexley Trades Un-
ion Council, which covers
Welling, the site of the BNP

HQ.

.........................
..........

...........
.......
LR
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.....

.......................

...................
......................

London Chauvinism

The conference was domi-
nated by local London Trade
Union Councils. TUCs in the
South East Region will be al-
lowed to affiliate and send a
delegate to the steering commit-
tee.

A. proposed amendment (o
open affiliation to TUCs

....................
Rl

R
................

..................
R O R PRk

Defendmg the machmery the Parkside women held a rally in the pump room

Pit camp fights on

having been formally ‘shut’

.........

from the Sandinistas in Nica-

- By Steve Hall ragua as well as greetings for over six months. . T(l;e mréferenw, held at the  throughout the country was re-
- from the Navaho nation of | | UC’s Congress House, jected out of hand, the chair
(Leigh, A:helrl: on North American Indians. Untenable launched a new ‘Labour and onuld not even put the proposal
zfnd Tyldesley Though Parkside’s work- Lancs WAPC however, as Trade Union Campaign against o the vote. Several delegates
Miners’ Support force has now gone, the Park- a1y a5 the continuing sup- Racism and Fascism’ (LTU-  referred to SERTUC as the
Group) side Pit Camp has port movement expect re- CARF). ‘London Region’ of the TUC. It

This is very welcome, if long
overdue. There were approxi-
mately 100 delegates and ob-
servers, most representing local
union branches and Trade Un-
ion Councitls.

Speakers included Joe Gor-
don (TGWU Region 1), Nick
Stone (Anti Fascist Action) and
spokespeople from the South
East Region TUC, the Cam-

nevertheless hecome an ac-
tive symbol of working class
resistance to the Tories’ and
bosses onslaught on jobs,
services and living standards
in general, representing the
determination of working peo-
-le not to be hullied into sub-
mission and to fight on
regardless of the difficulties.

seemed that many delegates saw
the BNP and racial violence as
a local ‘London problem’.

The campaign will be seek-
ing affiliations from national
trade unions. Delegates at the
conference came from as far as
Sheffield and Nottingham. The
parochialism of comrades in the
metropolis came as a big sur-

newed attempts to close the
pit for good in the very near
future, since the present sifu-
ation is untenable from a
safety standpoint and cannot
be allowed to continue.
Lancs WAPC have issued
an appeal to the wider trade
union and working class
movement to help prevent

ON JANUARY 18 1994 Lan-
cashire Women Against
Pit Closures will he stag-
ing a special Open Day to
‘celebrate’ their year long,
twenty four hour, seven
days a week presence at
Lancashire’s last remain-

ing deep mine colliery at - this from happening. As well ) . : prise.
pgrksmg Newton- |ef¥m|- Machinery as continuing o raise money . -1 tgna(‘lns\tvl?:::? a{;‘lililzaes . March 19 demo
lows. The Pit Camp’s most im- (the camp costs over £300 Against Racism. Speakers who

Throughout this period portant achievement had per week to maintain) they frled to show were repre- The key test of the new cam-
their pit Camp has received  been to prevent the disman-  are asking for support for e of- the L abour Party,  Paign will be in mobilising for
iremendous support from  {1ing and removal of much of their vigil via workplace dele- 7 g::e(:'ai Czunci?an 4 A  the national demo. It must coor-
rank and file miners, the the expensive mine machin-  gations, elc. Racist Alliance. dinate and support the work of

If you can help in any way
then please come along to

- ery and the capping of the pit

workin cla | local organisations. If it suc-
NUM and tho rl; gelass shaft which would have S

The conference was refresh-

| : : _ ceeds, it can go on to initiate
" ?:::;:Isuch hasbeenthe  ended the life of the Colliery. the Open Day on 13 January i gy "0 B further activities,

breadth of this support, thatit TS means Parkside may and/or get in fouch with the U;MM  Phare rere " This campaign is too impor-
has received delegations  Still resume coaling despite  camp on 0925291793, 4 o ' tant to fail. Its success, no matter

served on the Steering Commit-
tee for representatives of the

i e
Age of consent: urgent
campalgn Iaunched

how limited, must be built on.

; | Tories dumped
* in Barrow

TWO Barrow-m Fumess by-
elections have recorded mas-

By .Iake Famer

the Tory decline nationally, the
council did nothing to prevent |

tive in politics.
The electorate overturned a

* 950 Conservative majority in

~Parkside ward and massively

the closure of the town S shup- |

reduced the majority in Roose-

candidate.
McDonaugh had played a
leading role in the tenants’

| By Peter Purton

THERE IS likely to be a vote

~on a proposal to equalise the

to the government’s Criminal
Justice Bill launched by Edwina
Currie and other Tories, backed

An urgent campaign has been
launched to attempt to win the
vote.

To generate pressure and
publicity, there will be a lobby

day 17 January. All supporters
of equality are being urged to
take part.

-~ solid support from Labour MPs.

Despite absolutely categorical

Party Conference Policy in sup-
port of equality at 16, a substan-
tial number of Labour MPs —

sive swings agai'nst the | | E%lﬁnghseergréﬂrygfr;mdes age of consent for gay menin ?Ifgpﬁlaﬂ?:néx dp'gg::ﬂ':;fg; ;':;L‘:‘i:}nge Ss?l‘:lfy 22 tgl: isl:i; B
Tory-run council. | e | the week starting 17 January. _— SPadray '
~ Aswell as suﬁermg from McDonaugh was the Labour There will be an amendment Room on the evening of Mon- It is therefore important that

~ pressure is brought to bear from

within the labour movement to
ensure that there is a maximum
turn out from Labour MPs, In

ards struggle to keep the housing ey ¢ | -apo!
g R stock in social hands. His cam- a{llﬁ ﬁzlfﬁggaoou\gnom:?gsé Advance support of full equality. ~ —/
Tenants - paign broke a ‘ban’ from La- of consent for gay men from its Though the issue itself is of L;t:?e Lab:“é Cagipilgn ;01’
The council’s planto hand bour’s regional office against present 21 (as a result of the immediate concem only to gay ian and Gay Rights has
e council's plantonand —5ing joud-speaker vans, a tra- en there is no specific ageof | trown itself into this task — but
T -. | housing to a hous- 1967 Sexual OffCIICCS ACt) to pec g ~ < v be achieved b
over councl’ housing X ~ ditional tool in British elections. .0\ - with b eterosexuals at  consent for lesbians—theresng  Success can only be achieved by
 ing association was rejected by now the Tories are held in 6 doubt that success in this vote ALL socialists mobilising in the
atenants’ bllot. An attemptto  poyer by two independents, ryis follows months of  Would beafantastic advance for next few days to try to bring
close the town’s women's réf- 56 of whom was electedasa o . o i lobbying by the the lesbian and gay rights strug- about what would be a remark-
uge produced a 10,000-strong | 34y candidate and previous }’ IE p o il . gle. | ' able victory against the current
petition organlsed by women Mayor! esbian and gay rig organi reactionary CoOnsensus.
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Union chiefs step in to Labour policy vacuum
‘Gould campaign confronts
- Smith’s Trappist tendency

By Harry Sloan
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FED UP with Labour’s ab-
ject failure to present any co-
herent challenge to Tory
‘market’ economics, union
chiefs, MPs and CLPs have
have thrown their support [ /. L
behind Bryan Gould’s new & -
pressure group, the FullEm- | ?' " .
ployment Forum. | L

Gould, heavily defeated in
his 1992 bid for the Labour
leadership, has clearly struck a
chord of popular anger and re-
sentment at the constipated si-
lence which constitutes
Labour’s present economic pol-
icy.
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aging economic ‘consensus’

‘with the Tories will be as widely
echoed in the party and trade
unton rank and file as it is feared

by the Trappist tendency that

surrounds John Smith. |
Under the banner of ‘closed

for modernisation’, this group

has pursued a tactic of constant

The scale of the response to

+ Gould’s relatively modest pol-

iCy initiative shows that even on
this front, confidence in John
Smith’s team of ditherers is

OMOY could result in a union -

response of ‘no say, no pay’, in
which they take a more inde-

pendent line on the funding of

the Labour Party.

o
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Sharing collective constipated silence: Prescott "

economic expansion is seen as
dangerously radical.

- The fact that such policies
would bring a Labour govern-
ment into conflict with the

Party members and trade union-
ists.
Either way, the fact that the
silence has at last been broken,
and the issue of an alternative

retreat on all economic ques- waning fast. Since that conference, the  Maastricht agreement and the  policy put at the centre of dis-
tions since the general election Among the early recruits to  traditionally right wing and EU, and would risk a further  cussion must improve the pros-
defeat. the FEF are 35 Labour MPs in-  staunchly ‘new realist’ GMB  devaluation of sterling means pects for the beleagured left

cluding leading fflembers of the

has expressed it displeasure by -

that they go far beyond the

fighting on for socialism in the

Silenced Campaign Group and three  withdrawingits£500,000ayear boundaries of Labour’s mod- Labour Party.
The extent of the yawning members of the shadow cabinet.  support for the Trade Unions  emisers.
gulf that has supplanted any se- 50 CLPs have lent.-their back-  For Labour electoral machine. )
rious economic policy can be  ing, and on Christmas Eve the It has also joined with the Falling short
deduced from the sudden si- FEF’s funds were boosted by TGWU and UNISON to back a But the policies put forward

lence of Labour’s new Employ-
ment spokesman John Prescott,
who has discovered how hard it

the official support of Britain’s
third biggest union, the GMB,
which joined three other na-

November conference in de-
fence of the welfare state called
by left MP Ken Livingstone, be-

so far fall well short of full-
blooded socialism. In fact the
FEF proposals do not go as far

AEEU
faces split

is to challenge Tory policy tional unions in affliating_. fore now throwing its support as suggesting any exten-
when you have none of - ' sion of public ownership
your own. o . e .8 — leaving open the ques- da n ge ¥
The modernisers o . tion of how the newly-ex- _ . ;
stance is best typified e panded economy couldbe  RIAVEINSOLIRVII:
by Peter Ma_ﬂdlesqﬂ controlled in the interests  FUILRUIHAIROEIGET!
MP, who as Kinnock’s % of working people. engineering workers with

right-hand served as

the architect of two
successive electoral
disasters.

- He has written to the \
Guardian to warn that
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It 1s not clear whether
4 and to what extent the

& 4 FEF will encourage or al-

low political debate
within its ranks. It seems
more likely that union

the old electricians’ and
plumbers EETPU in 1992
is in deep crisis as top
bureaucrats jockey for

advantage.
The mega-union is di-

any discussion of pos- TSN Sl leaderslike Edmonds,not |8 .

sible alternative eco- ;- best known for encourag- vided on how its annual con-
nomic policies should ing democratic debate in ference should be run.

be gagged, since the the GMB. will be keen to The original merger pro-

Tories could latch on
to suggestions for in-
creased borrowing or public
spending and use them against
Labour. Careless talk could cost

This move by GMB leader
John Edmonds is just the latest
symptom of the anger and frus-

Edmonds (centre) suffered defeat at 1993 conference: now takmg ﬂreﬁvenge

and cash backing into an unof-
ficial policy forum.
These decisions underline

limit any such develop-
ment, and to use the FEF
as a lever to force the official
leadership into a more aggres-

posed a hybrid conference
which would be a large
(800-delegate) conierence
like those of the old EETPU,
hut unlike the EETPU would

votes, warns the man who tration at Labour’s feeble per- the isolation of Smith’s ‘mod- Sive, campaigning posture. be composed only of lay
helped lose Labour millions. formance that is running ernisers’ from the organised Open up delegates and would have

- The response from Smith’s through the whole trade union sections of the labour move- - policy-making powers.
circle of ‘modernisers’ to the  movement. | ment. However there may be op- When this was blocked
initial manifesto issued by the Edmonds, like TGWU Gen- Buttheemergenceof the FEF  portunities for affiliating CLPs by the electricians’ leaders,

Full Employment Forum was
equally non- political, branding
it as some kind of personal at-
tack on John Smith. |

- Whatis the heresy of Gould’s
new pressure group? Far from a
marxist manifesto or any chal-
lenge to reformist politics, 1t 1s
in a sense a ‘back to basics’ call,
urging a Labour government to
use ‘all the instruments of
macro-economic policy in order
to promote full employment’.

eral Secretary Bill Morris, is fu-
rious that after defeating the
unions on the OMOYV issue at
last year’s Labour conference,
John Smith’ leadership has
heeded none of the pointed criti-
cisms about its lack of profile,
and continued to retreat before
the Tories.

No say, no pay _

Union chiefs last summer
warned that a Smith victory on
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as a rival pole of policy also
raises doubts on its character
and the extent to which it can
offer a real alternative.

The party has strayed so far
to the right of what were main-
stream left reformist notions of
a ‘planned capitalism’ as popu-
larised in the Alternative Eco-

nomic Strategy of the early
1980s, that even Gould’s basi-
cally Keynesian call for public
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spending to pump-prime a new

and union bodies to press for the
Forum to set up a more open
policy-making process in which
wider issues and an explicitly
soctalist perspective can be in-
troduced.

Though Gould has appeared
in the national press and on tele-
vision launching the new initia-
tive, the campaign work of the
FEF for 1994 seems to hinge on
a year of ‘regional seminars’
targeted at existing Labour
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engineering members
stormed out of a joint execu-
tive meeting.

EETPU leader Paul Gal-
lagher is due {o take over
the merged union in May:
but almost two years after
the merger there is still no
progress on a new rule
hook, and the two sides are
at loggerheads on many is-
sues.
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IN BOTH Britain and Irish
Republic the ‘thirty year
rule’ governs the revelation

of secret documents.

So about this time every year
we are fed carefully edited snip-
pets about events in both coun-
tries 30 years ago. In Britainit’s
the Profumo affair; in Ireland,
the visit of John F. Kennedy,
who until fairly recently shared
a place of honour on many an
Irish manteipiece with the
Pope.

One of Kennedy’s worries
when he visited in 1963, ac-
cording to the latest gleanings
from Dublin, was the pressure
he was being put under by the
Fianna Fail Government to get
the British to state publicly tiat
‘they were not opposed to the
unity of Ireland’. |

The Major/Reynolds Down-
ing Street declaration barely
goes beyond the position which
Kennedy told Dublin that he
could not deliver in 1963.

isiand

True, the British now state
they have no ‘selfish strategic
or economic interest in Ireland’
and apparently concede for the
first time that it is for ‘the peo-
ple of the island of Ireland’ to
decide on the future of the
whole country.

But the declaration puts the
right of the Unionists to self-de-
termination above the rights of
the majority on the island. The
Unionist veto is the lockstop on
Britain’s continued rule in part
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What is Paisley’s price for a deal?

.‘4-
W . .
o .3

» o
e T e e

o
2 Aol
.l.": .
5

A,

Sinn Fein 1989: the historic wea

of Ireland.

It is for this reason that Sin
Fein and, in a more mufiled
way, Dublin, have been trying
to edge the British towards tak-

ing a more persuasive role in

bringing about Irish unity.
There is absolutely no
chance that the British will do
so and this is the reason why
Dublin has been offering some
additional sweeteners to the re-
publicans to get them to stop
fighting, including talk of an
amnesty and de-militarisation.
The repeal of the notorious
Section 31 which banned Sinn
Fein from the media in the
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tion in 1921 there has been a
military uprising against what
Charles Haughey called a
‘failed political entity’ - the Six
County statelet. Both the IRA
and the British recognised early
in the present phase that a deci-
sive military victory by either
side was impossible.

The IRA have traditionally
been distrustful of politics and
considered the military cam-

paign as the ‘cutting edge’
against the British. But their

present predicament ruthiessly
exposes this political weakmess.

Whatever the bravery, re-
sourcefulness and determina-
tion of the IRA fighters, they
can’t drive the British out
through military means alone;
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kening of Irish nationalism now offers gains to British
South is another enticement. ~ recognition of that is one of the
The Hume/Adams talks and  reasons for the current talks.
the process leading to the A correct political strategy
Downing Street declarationun-  would have involved attempt-
doubtedly sprang not so much  ing to mobilise sufficient forces
from a war weariness on the in Ireland (and Britain) which
part of republicans as the per-  couldachieve that. The military
cepiion that it was impossibleto  campaign too often clashed
force the British out militarily.  with the needs of politics, espe-
| cially when civilians were
Weoakest killed or injured.

: e - for the whole is-
publicans are politically at their ~ 3 ProgIamiric |
weakest in 10 years and are re- land, which would appeal to
lying on Dublin to negotiate workers in the South as well as
with the British on their behalf, o loyalist workers in the North.

This is only partly due to the On social questions, such as
fact that Hume/Adams Agree- divorce, contraception and
ment was hijacked by Dick mget;eg:bhmygoz

- Spring for Dublin’s own pur- , portra
Spring for > put conservative and backward na-
poses. decade since Parti- tionalists and they didn’t offera

In every rounded out solution to the cri-

sis which would appeal to
workers, the unemployed and

emigrants.
Little support

Their share of the vote in re-
cent general elections in the
South never rose above two per
cent.

The worst mistake was the
failure to challenge Fianna Fail
because they assumed that, in
the end, Fianna Fail or, at least
its base, was on their side. A
leading Sinn Fein member
spoke in London recently of the
‘nationalist family’, embracing,
presumably, everyone from the
IRA to Fianna Fail and sections
of the Catholic Church.

The implication of this kind
of thinking is that family mem-
bers look after each other and
that betrayal by Albert
Reynolds would be unthink-
able. |

The signs of Fianna Fail ca-
pitulation have been there for a
long time. Former Fianna Fail
leader Haughey’s silence on
the hunger strikes, his imple-
mentation of the Anglo-Irish
agreement having opposed itin
opposition, his changes in ex-
tradition law to placate the
British, his inaction on the Bir-
mingham Six, Guildford Four
and other such cases were suf-
ficient warning that, despite his
republican reputation, he
would not confront the British.

Distraction

Haughey was willing when
necessary to make republican
noises but that was only to dis-
tract attention from the eco-
nomic crisis. Because they

didn’t address that issue, Sinn

Fein were treated as being ir-
relevant 10 the concems of the
working class.

As a strategy it is a disaster

for Sinn Fein to entrust the
Dublin Government to negoti-
ate with the British on its be-

The class interests of the

Dublin Government are totally

opposed to those of the work-
ing class people in the nation-
alist areas in the North.

The as yet unpublished
Hume/Adams Agreement

‘seems to contain Adam’s

agreement on some version of
the Unionist veto, probably
along the lines of Johm Hume’s
position that the most impor-
tant division in Ireland is
among its people and that
therefore Irish unity and the
ending of partition depends on
the prior agreement of the Un-
iOnists.

The logic of this position

leads Hume to argue that were
it not for IRA violence, the
British army would have no
reason to remain. -

Further, he claims that if the
IRA laid down its arms, the
British would dismantle their
fortified border posts and the
border would disappear. Parti-
tion itself is down to the repub-
licans!

At best, this kind of thinking
would be acceptable in a post-
British Ireland, when provision
would obviously have to be
made for the proper repre-
sentation of the Unionists at
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originally reckoned
on paying.”

every level in the new state. But

you cannot have self determina-
tion for the Six Counties sepa-
rately from the Twenty Six
Counties.

The Unionist veto is the Brit-
ish foot-in-the door which pre-
vents Irish self determination.
Hume’s ‘divided people’ argu-
ment is partitionist and anti-
- self-determination. Any
“settlement based on it would

lead inevitably back to a re-
jigged Unionist statelet.

Boxed in .

It looks as though the repub-
licans have been boxed in. Mas-
sive public expectations of
peace will make it extremely
hard for the IRA to reject the
peace proposals.

The greatest danger of all 1s
evident in a throwaway remark
by British Foreign Secretary,
Douglas Hurd. It might not mat-
ter, he said, if a Dublin/London
agreement couldn’t be sold to
the IRA.

The hidden British agenda is
obviously to split the ‘pan na-
tionalist alliance’ in which Sinn
Fein places so much faith and
draw Dublin and the Social
Democratic and Labour Party
into a combined repression of

~ the republicans. The threats by

Douglas Hurd have been ech-

............
R A

weakening of Irish nationalism

- the British seem to be on a

‘win/win’ roll. If the republi-
cans reject the Downing Street
declaration the British have at
least got Dublin on side. If they
accept, then the price paid by
Britain - a mere form of words
- 1s far less than they originally
reckoned on paying.

No interest

While the Downing Street
declaration claimed the British
had no strategic or economic
interest in Ireland, there was no
mention of their political inter-
est — a point made by several
Tory backbenchers in the
House of Comffions.

Policy towards Ireland is dic-
tated by a number of key, politi-
cal, considerations. Firstly, a
forced withdrawal is unthink-

able - there would be uncom-

fortable parallels with Portugal
after its retreat from Africa.
While the end of the Cold
War means that the strategic
reasons for occupation are less
important, any retreat could be

treated as weakness and there-

fore imperil Britain’s standing
as a world power.

And while the economic rea-
sons for staying are in fact nega-
tive, holding the Six Counties
enables the British to exert a

Ftom Patrick

- Baker in
Barcelona

SOUNDS familiar. Thou-

sands of workers booted out

every day, their rights disap-
pearing like snow out of a
ditch.

This was the generous pre-
sent that workers in the Spanish
state could expect from multi-
nationals such as Volk-
swagen/Seat as they headed for
the festive season, ably aided by
our Socialist government.

But are they sitting back and
taking it? No. Far from it.

But first a little back-
ground. Last year’s elec-

Since then the Socialist ad-

ministration has fulfilled the
worst nightmares of the left,
launching a bitter offensive
against workers’ rights.

And the justification for these
attacks would warm the cockles
of John Major’s heart. Spain is
deep in recession, with 23 per
cent unemployed - so obviously
the only way out is to make it

- much easier {o sack workers, to

employ workers with no rights
to social security, to employ
young workers for a pittance.
Yes, in that respect there are
marked similarities with Britain.
But there they end. Because
rather than the feeble moan that
one could expect from John

|65 P ’ o T WA, B v ’ 5 | ' . . - S | | |
Mass movement in support of Hunger Strikers marked last serious republican attempt to build in southern working class

Spanish workers
‘prepare for
general strike

Comisiones Obreras (Workers’
Commissions, Communist led)
and the UGT (previously Social-
ist). |
A day of action called by the
two federations in December
was massively followed, with
demonstrations of tens, and
sometimes over a hundred, of
thousands right across the
Spanish state.

Since then the unions, along
with the UL, have been conduct-

ing a mass campaign for a gen-

eral strike on January 27 - ' the
only way to get these attacks
withdrawn'. |

Polls shortly before Christ-
mas revealed that supporters of
all parties, PP included, thought
that the strike would be a

big success. |
- S0 what lies ahead?

oed from Dublin. degree of control over the tions returned a minority . i
Politically and economically ~ Whole island. Sociglist (E’SOE) admini- :?!oeull’ametggrggzlgrgl%ftr?lse
weakened as they are, the Dub- stration, with the crypto-

lin government has little inter-
est in Irish unity. Their main
concern, apart from the cost -
spending more per head on se-
curity than the British do-1sto
ensure that the republicans do
- not ignite the political opposi-
tion i1n the South.

Playing with republican
rhetoric to distract attention
from the economic crisis 1s seen
increasingly as bad form, if not
downright dangerous.

EU funds

The new mood music in
Dublm is ‘modernisation’, the
orientation is European and the
EU funds necessary to fend off
the social crisis.

At the same time, Dubhlin’s
perception is that British meth-
ods of attempting to defeat re-
publicanism are too crude and
calls for a more realistic ap-
proach provided by themselves.

Partly because of the historic k |
- T S Y SIS I S ST NI S0 SR S I S

Rumblings

The rumblings on the Tory
night have so far been muffled

but should Unionist support -

start to waver there 1s a fair
chance they will start shouting
‘betrayal’.

The orientation of the with-
drawal movement in Britain
could now cause serious prob-
lems. It has generally oriented
towards Irish rather than to Brit-
ish politics.

The slogans may have been
different to those of the repub-
licans but the politics was often
similar.

The danger now is that such
a close identification with Sinn
Fein could now divert the core
of activists around the Troops
Out Movement away from it
main purpose which is to build
support for British withdrawal
and for self determination for

Ireland.

Tory Partido Popular (PP)
a few percentage points be-
hind.

The PSOE, headed by
Felipe Gonzalez, generally
rely on the right wing Cata-
lan Nationalists of Conver-
gencia y Unio for their
majority, though on the
rare occasions when they
implement a progressive
measure they don’t object

B
" N L, &
R, TR

.
.,

to support from the ¢Socialist PM Felipe Gonzalez

lzquierda Unida (United
Left, of which more later).

Despite much scepticism
born of bitter experience, most
on the left breathed a sigh of
relief after the elections. Spain
was, at least, not going to get a
dose of Thatcherism a la Aznar
(the PP’s leader).

And the lzguierda Unida, a
hard-left regroupment domi-

" nated by the Communist Party,

did get 15-odd per cent of the
vote.

Smith et al in response to such
measures, there have been a
wave of mass demonstrations
which are shortly to be foliowed
by a one-day general strike.

Strike call

The first call for such a re-
sponse was issued back in
Autumn by Julio Anguita, leader
of the United Left (UL). This call
was rapidly taken up by both

main union federations - the

are clearly a very positive
response from the workers’
movement to Gonzalez's at-
tacks. |

Whether they will be suf-
ficient to beat back the aus-
terity offensive is hard to
say. But what is as plain as
the nose on your face is that
attacks from both govern-
ment and employers and
would come thicker and
faster if the workers’ move-
ment sat back and did noth-
ing.

The unfortunate aspect of the
situation is that there is now no
state-wide far left organisation
to build politically on these
struggles. |

Though the UL have played a

very positive role thus far, the

recent self-dissolution of most
of the lzquierda Alternativa, the
only substantial far left organi-
sation that organised across the
Spanish state, was particularly

_ijitimed.
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- how importa
these three.
 ‘ lorr ies are for us”

JENNY MEES, memberof B ,
the Workers Socialist Party, ¥ - AT - W “Our conception is
| Belgian section of the Fourth & Coa o WOt T that all the refugees
| - International, recently gy % must be able to
. | returned from Bosnia. She - = = retum to their own
' had reached Tuzla as part of region. We do not
the International Workers Aid . accept that frontiers
for Bosnia convoy. She will T can be drawn by
- be visiting Britain in the next o force, we don't
few weeks to speak at a - accept a peace which
series of International deprives people of
Workers Aid meetings. We their home”

publish here an interview she

conducted with SELIM
BESLAGIC, mayor of Tuzla.

Jenny Mees: What do you think
about the current situation in Bos-
nia?

Selim Beslagic: The world refuses to
face the truth, the world refuses to
call to account the aggressors and war
criminals, the world avoids saying
that Radovan Karadzic (leader of the
Bosnian Serbs) and Mate Boban
(leader of the Bosnian Croats) are
fascists who want to nail the Bosnian
people to the stake. |

No, public opinion puts the aggressor
- and the victim on the same level. The
Bosnian people, and especially the Bos-
nian Muslims, are threatened with death.
- They are the victims, not one of the three
warring factions which are referred to

to, and can, live in peace.

Tuzla is the proof of this. We have no
other choice: our population has lived
together for centuries and is very mixed.
Because of the war life has become so
hard I fear that even here extremism can
gaimn ground.

The nationalist parties want to claim
that the war, starvation and deprivation
are the results of our policies and that our
ideas are therefore wrong. But we know
that we are acting correctly and the multi-

ethnic composition of the population de--

mands such policies. The world must
know the truth about Tuzla and help us.

JM: What is the biggest problem
for the region?

SB: Hunger. People are hungry and,
if the situation does not improve, the
weak and the poor are going to die
through a combination of hunger and

~ Jenny Mees, next to Mayor of Tuzla (centre, with glasses)
nowadays. In Bosnia all the people want

cold.

Because of the blockade no convoys
are getting through. You started out with
fifteen lorries and only three reached our

city. No other civilian convoy has been

able to get through. -

We have no diesel and therefore no
transport, which also makes the situation
very difficult.

JM:0ur convoy led a campaign to
open up the so-calied Northern
Route (the Posavina corridor). Do
you think that this route is possi-
blie?

SB: Yes, it is a logical route! But
there are other possibilities, through
Banja Luka or Belgrade for example.

But everything comes down to a ques-

tion of political will and the relationship
of military forces. The best way of saving
our people now is, however, to open up
our airport in Tuzla.

British campaigning stepped up

AN OPEN planning meet-
ing of international
Workers Aid in Britain

1 was held on December

' 18 in the Lambeth Trade

Union Resource Centre.
The aim of the meeting
was to elect a cammittee to

run the work in Britain
pending a full conference
of the campaign.

The meeting took a re-
port from the international
meeting in Copenhagen

and discussed Its various
proposals.

It was agreed:

“ To organise a second
Tuzla Airport profest in Brit-
ain ~ onJdanuary 29.

In London the protest
will be on Friday evening
(28) because of the ¢ciash
with the Bloody Sunday
demoenstration.

Campaigns outside Lon-
gon will take their own de-
cisions on the date.

* To organise a speak-

with the convoy.

in Split.

tion/Student Aid.

ing tour in Britain with
Jenny Mees from IWA in
Belgium who reached Tuzia

* To organise lorries
onto the IWA convoy sched-
uied to leave in March.

* To raise money for one
of the vehicles to be based

* To support Educa-
* To ensure that Interna-

tional Waorkers Aid has a
strong women s perspec-

tive and campaigns around
ISsues which ettect women
in ex-Yugosiavia.

Committee

The meeting elected an
interim steering committee
and appointed a series of
warking groups to take re-
sponsibility tor the various
aspects of the campaign.

The next meeting of the
steering comnuitee will be
held on January 22 at the
IWA office.

JM: We tried to force a way
through the Northem Route. That
cost us a lot of time, energy and
money. Perhaps it was a mistake
or stupid to do that?

SB: No, it was brave! We are pleased
that you gave this issue its pressing
political importance, that you have
exposed the facts about this route.

The Bosnian people are equally brave
and if we ever decided to force a way

through this passage it would not be a
question of stupidity but of exceptional

JM: Tuzia now has 70,000 refu-
gees, particularly Muslims coming
from central and eastern Bosnia.
Does that not create tensions now
that the ethnic composition of

Tuzia has been changed?

SB: The problem of the refugees is

- notonsuch a scale that ithas changed
~the original ethnic composition of

our region. But, of course, there is a
massive shortage of housing and
food for these people. A large part of
the refugees are housed with fami-
lies.

Only the refugees get aid from the

- United Nations High Commission for

Refugees but for some months only 20 to
30 percent of their needs have been met.

- Our own population gets no aid from

anyone. |

The city administration has two bak-
eries and, in the past, we also had several
kitchens. For the moment, however, they
are all closed because we no longer have
the basic necessities.

Our conception is that all the refugees
must be able to return to their own region.







