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Timor slaughter

By Paul Walker

WHEN the Portuguese mili-
tary dictatorship was over-
thrown 1n 1974, its East
Timor colony began the tran-
sition to independence. This
process was stopped by the
invasion of the Indonesian

military dictators in 1975.
The 1invasion and occupation
of this small nation ranks in bar-
barity with the crimes of the Na-
z1s and Pol Pot. One third of the
600,000 population have been

slaughtered.
Slaughter

Indonesian dictator Suharto
1S NO stranger to mass slaughter.
When the army came to power
in Indonesia in 1965 at least one
million supporters of the Indo-

lndones:an troops
nesian Communist Party (PKI)
were killed.

But Suharto is a friend of the
West, and especially the US and
Britain. Now John Major’s gov-
ernment, and before him
Thatcher’s, are supplying weap-
onry to help the Indonesian
army fight the Timor resistance
— FRETILIN.

Britain supplies a fighter

New UN deal with

plane called the ‘Hawk’ made

by British Aerospace. The

Hawk is a ‘trainer’ — allegedly.
But like many small, light-
weight planes designed to train
pilots, it 1s in much demand
from military dictatorships
around the world.

Itis1deal for low-level bomb-
ing attack, for flying between
mountains; it is one of the most
feared weapons for the Timor
resistance.

Arms deals

Indonesia, like Malaysia, is a
recipient of British government
aid, a way of ensuring arms
deals. But British interest goes
beyond the sordid ‘aid for arms
deals’ which have become. a
British stock-in-trade.

For an area of the sea called
the Timor Gap, which should be
under the sovereignty of East

Serbs threatens

by Geoff Ryan

WHAT are NATO’s threats
of air-strikes really
designed to achieve? Will
they stop the
dismemberment of
Bosnia?

The answer to the second
question is simple: ‘no’. Be-
cause the real aim of the
threats is to pressure the Bos-
nian government into accept-
ing the division of Bosnia on
ethnic lines.

For several months west-
ern governments have re-
garded the Bosnian
government and the multi-na-
tional resistance as the major
obstacles to a ‘settiement’.

They have viewed with alarm
the recent military successes
of the Bosnian defence forces.

NATO has stepped in to pre-
vent further military suc-
cesses for the Bosnian army.
News coverage has focused
on threats against Serb forces
but the NATO resolution also
demands that the Bosnian
government surrender its far
fewer heavy weapons or face
NATO air-strikes.

In effect the Bosnian resis-
tance are being asked to give
up their arms and hope the
UN wili protect them. Accep-
tance of such demands wil!
lead to political, if not actual,
suicide. For once Sarajevo is
under UN and NATO control
then pressure for a “settie-
ment’ will be stepped up.
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Bosnia carve-up

This is even more the case

- now that Russian troops are

moving into Sarajevo. The
Russian Parliament recently
voted by 280 to 2 to call for
the lifting of all sanctions
against Serhia. Pro-Serbian
Russian troops will ensure
that the Bosnian army is un-
able to re-gain any territory
around Sarajevo.

Escalation

Whilst the UN and NATO
are trying to disarm the Bos-
nian resistance moves to es-
calate the war are taking
nlace in both Serbia and Croa-
tia.

Slobodan Milosevic, fresh

- from his electoral victory, is

attempting to conscript Bos-
nian Serbs, including refu-
gees, living in Serbia.

The call up involves all Bos-
nian Serh men as well as
women under 45, including
those with children over
seven. Those who refuse to
serve are branded ‘deserters’

- —a charge which, if pursued,

would result in the death pen-
alty.

Milosevic has also poured
large numbers of tanks and

other heavy weapons into
northern and central Bosnia,

accompanied by units of the
- so-called "Yugoslav’ army.

. BRI I

Timor but is controlled by Indo-
nesia, 1s being explored for oil
by Indonesia, the US and
...Britain. Another reward for
British aid to the slaughter.

The plight of the people of
east Timor has been too long
ignored by the British labour
movement. |

Now the Campaign against
the Arms Trade (CAAT) is wag-
ing a major campaign, ably
aided by the indefatigable John
Pilger whose sensational film
on East Timor was shown on
ITV on 22 February.

® ORDER the CAAT 4-page
special on the Hawk sales (10p
per copy) from CAAT, 11
Goodwin St., London N4 3HQ
(071.281 0297).

@® RAISE the issue on your
CLP, trade union or campaign
organisation. Speakers for

meeting can be booked from
CAAT at the above address.

This has taken place under

the noses of UN observers.

Milosevic clearly isn’t too wor-

ried about western threats.
Franjo Tudjman keeps

threatening to send the Croa-

tian army to intervene in Bos-

nia. Everyone knows Croatian
troops have heen involved
from the start of the war.
Ignoring their presence,
however, allows the ltalian
arms manufacturers to sell
large amounts of weaponry to

...~ Croatia.

Conscription is also being

introduced for Bosnian

Croats, particularly for oppo-
nents of Tudjman’s regime.
One of the first to be drafted
was Viktor lvanic, editor of
the antl -Tudjman ‘Feral Trlb-
une’.

Tudjman and Milosevic
are, increasingly, attempting
to settle their differences -
even if only temporarily. In
January they met in Geneva
and agreed on ‘normalising’
relations.

A Milosevic adviser re-
cently visited Zagreb. Plans

- - are under way to re-open the
- main Zagreb-Belgrade high- - -
wav. . : _ \_," .‘ .

Stop British aid to

@® MOVE this model resolu-
tion for labour movement bod-
ies

“This organisation notes:

a) The Indonesian occupa-
tion of east Timor in 1975
which has killed 200,00 people
to date

b) These killings represent
on third of the population, a
greater proportion than Pol
Pot killed in Cambodia.

¢) The intended sale of 40
Hawk ground attack aircraft
by Britain to Indonesia.

We therefore call on the
British government to stop the
sale of the Hawks, the delivery
of those already sold and to im-
plement a military embargo of
Indonesia.”

@® SEND any resolutions to

-your local MP; John Major; the

International Committee of the
TUC at Congress House, and
CAAT, address above.

However, both Milosevic
and Tudjman have probiems
with some of their erstwhile
supporters. Mate Boban has
resigned as President of the
Croatian controlied ‘Herceg-
Bosna’ and has withdrawn
from participation in the Ge-
neva talks on the partition of
Bosnia. The reasons are not
at all clear but it is likely they
reflect major disagreements
between Boban and Tudjman.

Milosevic had to overturn
the results of three ballots for
President of the Krajina be-
fore his nominee Milan Martic
eventually defeated former
Milosevic ally Milan Babic.

The ‘rapprochement’ be-
tween Zagreb and Belgrade is
partially determined by the
need to deal with their respec-
tive internal critics. But it is
also an attempt to join forces
to finally defeat the Bosnian
resistance. Such aims are en-
tirely consistent with the poli-
cies of the imperialist powers.

Bosnia needs all the help
we can give if it is to survive
the combined threats from

"NATO, the UN, Croatla and
| Serhla ’
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A government in

decay, an opposition

Not since the ftasco of 1963-4, when
the Tories were wracked by the Pro-
fumo scandal, has a government been
so unpopular and discredited as John
Major’s current crew. The
Thatcherite ‘revolution’ has created a
Britain of poverty, economic decline,
job insecurity and deep corruption.

The corruption aspect of course is
nothing to do with the persoral morality
of Tory MPs, and everything to with the
corrupt use of power. Sixty thousand To-
ries and their friends get fat salaries for
sitting on unelected ‘quangos’ managing
“everything from housing to the media.
And their business friends get the fat
contracts doled out.

That 1s just a symptom of deeper de-
cay. Figures out last week showed not
only that the economic recovery is slow-
ing, but the conditions of the British
workforce are the worst of any major
capitalist country. New jobs are dispro-
portionately low-paid and part time; and
that 1s one reason why this year, for the
first time ever, there will be more women
in the workforce than men.

Ever since 1979 Tory policies have hit
the poorest section of the community
worst. In the past decade, the poorest 10
per cent of the population have become a
staggering 14 per cent worse off. In real
terms, there are nearly 5 million unem-
ployed.

The VAT and other tax rises coming
in May will hit not only the poor, old and
unemployed, but wide sections of the
employed workforce and the middle
class as well. The 2-3 per cent pay offers
to public service workers covered by pay
review bodies, like nurses and teachers,
will amount to a pay cut Worse, the gov-
emment’s refusal to cover the cost of
these awards mean that pay increases will
mean job losses and cuts in vital services.

Hidden decline

All this is the end-product of 15 years
of Thatcherism. In the 1980s the chronic
economic decline was all hidden by the
US-led mini-boom, North Sea o1l money
and the enormous revenues from privati-
sation of key industries. But now almost
everything has been sold off the acceler-
ating destruction of Britain’s industrial
base is clear for everyone to see. Britain
is becoming a low-wage, service-based
economy. -

Against this background, the costs of
mass unemployment are forcing the To-
ries to an inevitable conclusion: to stabi-
lise state finances they have to dismantle
the welfare state at national and local
level. They hardly bother to deny it — that
was the main reason for their ill-fated
‘back to basics’ campaign in the first
place. |

If the Tories are merely very unpopu-
lar, John Major is finished. The person
who proclaims ‘we go on with back to
basics’ is a political clown who must

-soon be dumped even by the people who
inhabit the Tory back benches. The pres-

sure for this will rocket when the Tories .
suffer crushing defeats in the local and

European elections in May and June this
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But where is the Labour Party? Even a pledge to repeal VAT on fuel is deemed too radical by Smith’s timid opposmon |

year.

But here is the paradox. A very weak
govéfhment, presided over by someone
with the political acumen of a dim-witted
jellyfish, hugely unpopular, scandal-rid-

-den, and ridiculed by the mass media

every day of the week. How can such a
government go on and on with its attacks
and survive?

There are two connected reasons. The
firstis the low level of industrial struggle,

but this 1s beginning to change —albeit in

small and modest ways.

New mood

The weakness of the government and

the divisions among the new realist union

leaders are creating a new mood; as 1s the
simple need for many workers to fight

back. There are still big wages fights to

come in the public sector this year.

But the overwhelmingly most impor-
tant reason for the Tories hanging on 1s
the complete and dire passivity of the
Labour leadership and the weakness of
the Labour left. |

Why doesn’t Labour wage a campaign
to kick the Tories out? What doesn’t it
say loud and clear that the Tories have no
mandate, and demand a general election?

Labour could take some mmmediate
and minimal steps which would hugely
boost its popularity. It could declare 1m-
mediately that it will reverse the VAT on
fuel measures. It could say that it will
launch a nationwide house-building
scheme using state funds. It could prom-
ise that new Labour councils elected in
May will bring in needs-based budgets
and defy the government.

Labour could pledge that the manic
and crazy rush to build more roads will
be scrapped in favour of public transport,
and that the nationalisation of British Rail
will be stopped.

It could promise that pensions in future
will be indexed with average earnings,

. -not inflation, so that the elderly don’t get

. poorer than everyone else. It could
pledge to scrap prescription charges and
inject new cash into the NHS.
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for full employment! What kind of La-
bour leadership is 1t that regards full em-
ployment as some kind of old fashioned
ideological quirk?

It 1s a leadership deeply wedded to
free-market 1deology, which — contrary
to what the ‘modernisers’ think, is one of
the most old-fashioned economic theo-
ries available. Anyone who thinks that
Adam Smith is more ‘modern’ than Marx
or even Keynes 1s useless as a labour

Labour could promise to use state in- movement leader.
vestment to boost jobs and to reestablish _

Elections

wages councils along with introducing a |
The current tragi-comedy of official

national minimum wage.
In other words why doesn’t Labour British politics cannot possibly continue.
Pay battles and elections in May and June

“What kind of Labour
leadership is it that
regards full employment
as some kind of old
fashioned ideological
quirk?”

commit itself to break from the market

ecgnonﬁc consensus, lock, stockandbar- o e Tories. The wrath of millions
e who see their living standards falling

q P;.rt of the.ans“l;er tflor w% th%y won't . nnot long be held off. The anger of
O this was given by the sudden deciSion 5 round 100 Tory MPs who are worried

by Bryan Gould to leave politics in Brit- ¢ their seats awaits John Major.
ain. Gould was a key Kinnockite lieuten- And to prepare for these develop-

ant through the 1980s, a key figure in the
grey tide of new realists which swept out
the Bennite left wing challenge.

Yet this same this same Bryan Gould
is now regarded as a dangerous and sub-
versive leftie by people like John Smith
and Gordon Brown —for daring to argue

movement the demand must be raised for

the Labour leadership to break with the

free market consensus and adopt policies
of full employment and defence of the

welfare state.

join the TUC

In a national
demonstration
on saturday
march 19

racisSmisanevi
which should have
NO place insociety

o0 ¢ o0 ® 008 0000000 0000000 00 Assemble: 11 00 am

Spitalfields Market

| (off Commercial Street)
London E1
2 3 March: 12.00 noon
Rally: 2.0C pm
London Fields ’
, (off Mare Street). London E£8

ments, in every section of the labour
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THE CAMPAIGN to stop the
closure of Dick Shepherd

- School in Lambeth won a

partial victory on February 3
when a proposal by Clir
Greg Tucker to keep the
school open until after the
May elections was passed
by Lambeth Education Com-
mittee.

Teachers, parents and local
residents have waged a strong
campaign to reverse Lambeth
Council’s decision to close the
school including a one day
strike by Lambeth NUT.

The school was to be a vic-
tim of cuts and ‘market forces’.

Clir Tucker said, ‘we should
reject market forces in schools
and see what we can do as an

education authority to help this

school develop’.

He was backed by Lambeth
NUT rep, Dick North.

The campaign to save the
school will continue.

By Hyder Prodhan

VICKERS Shipbuilding and™

Engineering  Limited
(VSEL) in Barrow-In-
Furness has historically
dominated the local econ-
omy with a peak core work-

force in 1989 of 14,000
workers

In March 1991 VSEL Chief

Executive, Noel Davies an-
nounced the massacre of over
5,000 workers jobs as part of an
ongoing redundancy pro-
gramme. This came shortly af-
ter the announcement of pre-tax

- profits of £33.4 million!

In the VSEL strategic plan of
1991 (the company response to
forecast reductions in govern-
ment defence spending) Davies
claimed the lowest level the
workforce would fall to would
be around 7,000.

Subsequently he has sug-
gested it could fall as low as
4,000. Shipyard workers are ex-
tremely bitter at the betrayals of
VSEL bosses and the Tory gov-
ernment who promised secure
employment well into the next
century.

Privatised

Since the Tories privatised
Vickers in 1986 the company
has waged war against the trade

unions in the yard. In 1988 there

was an 11 week strike, ostensi-
bly about fixed versus floating
holidays, but in reality about the
bosses’ attempts to smash the
unions. |
Yard workers have described

the atmosphere inside the cradle -

of the British nuclear arms in-

dustry as ‘akintoan army pamp
where wozkers must sLand to-
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SMTUC defends welfare

By Alan Thornett

Nearly two hundred and

fifty trades unionists at-
tended the Socialist Move-
ment Trade Union
Committee’s (SMTUC) suc-
cessful conference on 5 and
6 February.

Two plenaries featured
workers in struggle from a
range of industries. A cam-
paigning document was pre-
sented to the conference which
assessed the situation of the
British trade unions today, and
proposed the SMTUC’s work-
ing priorities for the coming
year.

Speakers from Sinn Fein, the
Turkish Solidarity Campaign
and International Workers’ Aid
for Bosnia addressed an inter-
nationalist evening rally along
with a Parisian member of the

: Proflteermg Vlckers
sinks sh|pyard jobs

~attention and account for their

every move when the bosses are
around’. |

1992 saw the completion and
naming ceremony, performed
by Royal scrounger Princess
Diana, of Britain’s first Trident
missile armed nuclear subma-
rine, HMS ‘Vanguard’.

In the same year VSEL Chair
— ex-Labour Foreign Affairs
Minister — Lord Chalfont
awarded himself a nice fat pay
rise, £117,000 to £127,000,
whilst thousands of workers
were being sent down the road.

June 1993 saw the an-
nouncement of annual profits of
£34.6 million, arise in excess of
16 per cent. This came shortly
before  the July 30 news that
VSEL’s sister yard, Cammel
Laird was to close, slamming
the door on 165 years of ship-
building expertise. September
1993 saw the roll-out of the sec-
ond Trident submarine ‘Victori-

2

Ous

Increased profits

VSEL’s recent half-yearly
review revealed an increase in
profits after tax of £18.4 mil-
lion, a company turnover of
£233.2 million and a cash bal-
ance of £270 million (£38 mil-
lion 1n 1989!). The current book
order stands at £2.8 million.

Chief executive Davies en-
visages some 2,500 employed
in the future on submarines,
1,500 on surface ships, several
hundred involved in land sys-
tems and a few hundred more on
various commercial products.

The traditionally arrogant
and incompetent VSEL attitude
to diversification was summed
up by Davies, ‘the cash ts more
useful inour balance sheet than
frittered-away on things that are

CGT-led strike at Air France
and Jaide De Barrieros from the
‘Workers’ Party in Brazil.

The conference passed a
resolution outlining as cam-
paign against the government’s
proposed public sector pay
freeze, including synchronised
action against the pay freeze,
cuts and privatisation and oppo-
sition to attempts to trade jobs
for pay. |

The incoming steering com-
mittee has been asked by the
conference to consider organis-
ing a major conference in de-
fence of the welfare state,
jointly with other campaigns, as
the SMTUC’s next major
event.

The conference will make a
radical input to the debate and
put forward practlcal action to
be taken.

The SMTUC also called for
a general election as the Tory
government is clearly discred-

not certain to succeed’.

He omitted to mentionthe de-
struction of working-class lives

he and his super rich pals have

presided over or the fact that -

Trident will have enough fire-
power to cause up to 4,000 Hi-
roshimas at a cost of millions
per day for the next 20 years.

Share price high

1994 has already witnessed
the record high VSEL share
price of 953p on January 11 and
a couple of days later the local
press was full of reports that

'VSEL is poised to launch a £10

million ‘venture fund’ to ‘boost
the economy’.

Crumbs from the table of
those who have spent genera-
tions extracting massive profits
from the town’s workers. Cur-
rent employment levels at the

-yard are just over 6,500 with

more sackings to come.

Shipyard trade unions lead-
ers have singularly failed to
build for any kind of workers’
fightback, as has the politically
inept local Labour Party.

The situation in the shipyard
cries out for a fightback. Redun-
dancies proposed must be
fought by strike action demand-
ing a shorter working week and
division of all work amongst
yard workers without loss of
pay.

Labour and union activists
must raise the call for renation-
alisation of VSEL under work-
ers control and for the
conversion of the company to
socially useful production.

Any effective local fightback
must link up with all those de-
fence workers nationally and in-
tematlonally facmg smnlar _]‘Ob
cuts,' R0 g il

state and |nternat|onallsm
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vote to Labour at the election.

Broad Lefts will be ap--

proached by the SMTUC for a

B:rmmgham cml servants struck agamst Tones in November
ited, and for a campaign for a

conference late in the year on
organising socialists in the un-
10nS.

Lambeth puts

boot into local
democracy

By Expelled

Labour Councillor
Steve French

FOLLOWING our reportin the

last issue that Councillors
- have been prosecuted for vot-
ing against cuts when in poll
tax arrears, Lambeth Council
went off to their favourite QC
James Goudie for legal ad-
vice.

Red Jim opined that councnl-
lors who refuse to pay their poll

tax should now be banned from
voting on financial matters (ie

nearly everything).

This flies in the face of the
legislation which insists that
counciltors must declare an in-

terest, and face prosecution if

WITH [TS AIM firmly fixed on
left unity, the Leeds Cam-
paign group determined its
priorities for the coming year
at its recent annual general

meeting.
As a first step, the Group has
already called an informal organ-

- ising meeting in an attempt to

co-ordinate the city’s response
to the national TUC anti-racist
demonstration in March.

All the various organisations

involved in anti-racist or anti- .

fascist activity in Leeds were in-
vited, including Youth Against
Racism in Europe, the Anti-Nazi
League, the Anti-Racist Alliance

and Anti+kascist Action.> .

. Leeds Trades Gouncit:is.also:

hoelding.a public.meeting to'mo- -

they vote. The new advice
proved to be a great way to col-
lect the poll tax - 13 councillors
paid up on the spot.

Labour ignored Outlook sup- -
porter Steve French’s protests
and banned his vote.

But when Labour lost an
amendment to the Liberals, they
turned tail and passionately (and
successfully) argued with the
Chief Executive that his vote
should be counted because an
amendment didn’t count.

This all goes to show that
weak social-democrats are inca-
pable of defending even bour-
geois democracy.

Donations to pay the costs of
the convicted Gouncillors should
be sent to Defend Local Democ-
racy, ¢/o Councillor Greg Tucker,
Lambeth Town Hall, Brixton,
London SW2.

Campaigning Leeds

by Bob Wood

bilise in support for the demon-
stration.

Other meetings already
planned by the Campaign group,
which meets on a monthly basis,
include a discussion on Ireland
and a speaker from the Anti-Nazi
League. Later in the year there

- will be a public meeting with

Campaign Group MPs and the
local group will continue to sup-
port the national Socialist Cam-
paign Group Supporters
Network.

“Although the AGM was
slightly down in numbers this
year, and the city councillors
who nominally support the
group were most noticeable by
their absence, the group has a
healthy active base. And one of
its; leading supporters, is .alsp.
Inke.ly tobe elected to the sounml -

‘‘‘‘‘
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Piccadilly Four
— a small step

DEMONSTRATING rail
workers in Manchester this
week witnessed a step for-
ward in their campaign for
- reinstatement of four of their
RMT colleagues sacked 18

months ago.

The Industrial Tribunal they
had come to lobby ruled that the
action which led to the four’s
dismissal was ‘official action’ in
terms of the anti-trade union
laws.

Settling this technicality
opens the way for further argu-
ment at the I'T and increases the

chance of ultimate victory. Be-

fore the IT can proceed however
Bnitish Rail plan to appeal this
ruling.

Minor dispute

The four rail union activists at
Manchester Piccadilly were

Dearing report boosts
Tory education plans

By David Wahl

LAST SUMMER’S successful
boycott of the government’s
discredited national curricu-
lum tests was a major victory
for teachers and parents, but
“itis premature to suggest that

the victory is complete.

The recently published Dear-

ing report, readily endorsed by
John Patten, is clearly designed
to regain the initiative for the To-
ries following their humiliating
climbdown.
- There are already worrying
signs that Dearing is having the
desired effect with the leader-
ships of the ATL and the
NAS/UWT advising members to
carry out this years tests; al-
though the NAS/UWT is refusing
to do the associated teacher as-
sessment.

Only the NUT, the largest of
the unions, is holding firm fol-
lowing a survey of members
opinion showing overwhelming

support for a boycott. (9 out of

10 members were opposed to
the tests).

It is vital that this resistance
to the Tory agenda for education
continues given that the Dearing

Report challenges so few of its

assumptions.

At first glance it appears that
the complaints of teachers have
received a sympathetic hearing.

The national curriculum will be -
slimmed down to release mofe'
lesson time to be used at- teach--’

R P
« £ » -~

'ers d:scretlon

ki ‘5 i‘ ‘!t

sw!*\a%;tﬁit.

nearer victory

By a railworker |

sacked after a minor dispute. BR

management wanted to send a

message throughout the rail in-
dustry.

Without any warning, break-
ing all the proper machinery, the
four were handed dismissal no-
tices without even being given
the opportunity to defend them-
selves before a hearing.

Despite winning a ballot for
strike action their union, the.
RMT, caved in when BR won a
court injunction.

Instead of an industrial cam-
paign the four have been forced
to settle for defence through In-
dustrial Tribunal’ .Last week the
case finally reached the IT.

Packed support

The hearing was packed with
rail workers from across Man-
chester who had come to support
their comrades.

Whilst the Tribunal heard

how guards at Piccadilly had
taken action to defend local
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Notmng to gain from Tory tests

The curriculum statements
will be reduced and the adminis-

trative burden eased. The tests

themselves will be simplified
and will be restricted to the core
subjects of Maths, Science and
English.

Lip service is even being paid
by recording continuous teacher
assessment, although this will
appear in pupils’ records along-
side test results which will ap-
pear to be more ‘objective’.

Teaching to tests
However since the curriculim

will still be tested, the danger is -

that teachers will teach to the
tests and pupils will have a very
reduced curriculum. For exam-
ple in English the teaching of
media studies will no longer be

- tested. As a result this may be

dropped to ensure that grammar

- and punctuation, which will be

tested, are adequately taught.

Unsurprisingly, Dearing of-

fers no real challenge to the Gov-
-ernment’s ‘committment. to .the-
publication.ofleagoe tablesat 11
and 16. Schools. will still. be
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Tory transport policy under f:re M11 motorway protestors challenged 700 polwe and bailiffs in East London

agreements, the key arguments
centred on technical definitions
of whether the dispute was ‘of-
ficial’ or not.

After nearly two hours of de-
liberation the tribunal found in
favour of the union on this point.
This now opens the door for a
full hearing on the merits of the
case.

However, BR immediately
indicated they would appeal this
ruling, up to the High Court if
necessary. Even if the union
wins against this appeal this
meant that the tribunal hearing

obliged to publish, and journal-
ists will inevitably put these to-
gether to form new league
tables.

With funding following pupils
the temptation to “teach to test”
is obvious. However, equally in-
sidious is the government’s in-
tention to allow some secondary
schools to become selective.
There are legitimate fears that
the tests at 11 will be used to
re-introduce, by the back door,
the reviled grammar/secondary
school divide.

This assault upon compre-
hensive education and equality
of opportunity is consistent with
the Tory attack on GCSE
courses. They have done away
with any syllabus which allowed
pupils’ grades to be based com-
pletely upon coursework, seen
by many teachers to lend itself to
mixed ability teaching.

In place of 100% coursework,
boards have been forced to insti-
tute tiered exams in which teach-
ers enter pupils for different
exams, so promoting streaming
and increasing the likelihood of
failure for many pupils.

Dearing’s support for the de-
velopment of vocational courses
for the less academic at 14+ un-
derlines the move towards a

two-tier system of education.

His proposals for two paths into
vocational education must be
seen in the light of the Govern-
ment’s dlsmal record in this
area.. -

In this country vocatlonal
education continues to be asso-
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ciated with acqomoganng edu— L

had to be postponed and will not
reconvene until the autumn at
the earliest.

By then one of the four will
have reached retirement. No
doubt BR will continue to find
ways of delaying the issue.

Already the Piccadilly work-
ers have drawn one conclusion.
They should never have listened
to the union’s national officers
when they told them to stop their
original industrial action to rely
on the legal machinery Instead
their best hope of winning lay in
their own hands.

cational failure rather than pro-
moting occupational success.

In this context Dearing can
only serve to increase the aca-
demic/vocational divide; while A
levels dominate the curriculum
and are seen as the only true
hallmark of educational suc-
cess, this divide cannot be over-
come.

Clearly, it is essential that the
boycott of the tests is main-
tained. However there is also a
pressing need for socialists to
engage in the formulation of an
alternative strategy for educa-
tion. This is an important debate
that has yet to begin in earnest.

NCU/UCW
near to
merger .

By a post worker

The UCW special confer-
ence on NCUN\UCW merger
took a step closer towards

_ the creation of one commu-

nications union.
There were 228 amend-
ments submitted for discus-

~ sion to the merger document.

The large number of amend-
ments were an altempt to re-
tain democratic traditions
from the UCW within the
merged union.

However the veto by the
NCU clerical section will be
retained in the merged union
despite strong opposition
within the UCW.

As John Ireland from Mer-
seyside Amal and a Communi-
cation Workers Fighthack
supporter said, in opposing
an amendment to the instru-
ment of amalgamation, ‘the
veto is the cost of the merger’.

The left actively cam-
paigned within the conference
for a merged union to unify all
the grades helow manage-
ment in the Post Office and
British Telecom in one indus-
trial union.

Removing the veto will be

part of a fight to fully democ-

ratise the merged union.

ROYAL MAIL’s attempt

~ to force through a produc-

tivity deal in the Post Of-

fice has been narrowly

rejected in a membershlp

ballot.

The rejection 1s a blg set-
back for the UCW leadership,
who tried to by-pass.confer-
ence decisions demanding the
union campaign for a shorter -
working week before agreeing
to any productivity deal.

The l_eadershlp _1ssueld“a spe- -

Royal Mail staff
vote to reject
productivity deal

- cial branch circular asking for

-branch committee recommen-

dations to their membership
and any local leaflets pro-
duced.

The left must respond to the
Executive’s lack of leadership

by stepping up the pressure

for the shorter working week.
demand.

This means the left on the
EC making a clear call for the
shorter workmg week, backed

by a campaign in the branches.

* s >
. - .u-’.. e .

SRR S L g

L3 S unidP - sy vy yao - aate ' vap

- e e - © e+ - A W

————




From fastback to fast buck
The great
Rover rip-off

THE sale of Rover to
BMW is a massive
subsidy to British
Aerospace, courtesy of
the party that doesn’t
prop up lame ducks,
reports DAVE OSLER.

BRITISH Aerospace was il-
legally handed a national-
1sed company at a heavily

- subsidised price, without the

competitive tendering that
would accompany a council
bog-cleaning contract, and

flogged it off at a fat mark-
up. '
In National Audit Office-
speak, the £150 million BAe
paid for Rover in 1988 ’fell sig-
nificantly short of the real value
of the company’, which was
worth an absolute minimum of
£206.5 million.

It had surplus assets, such as
disused sites, worth at least

£250 million; BAe realised
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Thatcher’s arms sale policy aided BAe
]

“The Rover sale Is just one example of

Heseltine: did he meet the prince?

£126 million of them by the end

#f 1989. Furthermore, Rover
had shareholdings in associated

million had only just been spent
on ’‘rationalisation’, while an-

@"*s

Carworkers are not the only victims of BAe’s asset-stn ping exercise: thousands Iost thelr obs :‘n 1 992

companies, such as Unipart,
worth up to £144 million.

The state wrote off £547 mil-
lton of Rover debt, offered BAe
£25 million in tax concessions,
and then threw in more sweet-
eners than the average saccha-
rine factory, collectively worth
£44 million. Appropriately
enough for a second-hand car
deal, BAe was able to defer
payment of the meagre asking
price, saving £33.4 million in
interest. The Government even
funded £9.5 million of BAe’s
acquisition costs.

Leaked correspondence
proved that Lord Young, then
trade secretary, and Professor
Roland Smith, then B Ae chair-
man, discussed how to hide de-

tails from parliament and the
European Commission.

The German car manufac-
turer 1s now paying £800 mil-
lion for 80 per cent Rover, and
shouldering £900 million of
debt. BAe shares have risen 30
per cent since the news, adding

a further £500 mllhon to its

the Tories’ astonishing largesse to
Britain’s largest manufacturing
company, which announced a loss of
£1,200 million, the biggest in UK
corporate history, in February 1993. It
is in marked contrast with the

treatment of the coal industry”
.

value.

Meanwhile, it holds on to an
unspecified amount of Rover’s
land and property assets, and
pockets the money raised from
the sale of a 20 per cent stake to
Japan’s Honda in 1989.

Defenders point out that BAe
invested £1,000 million in the
car manufacturer, but that capi-
tal expenditure was financed by

Rover operations. Much of it

was borrowed money, with re-
payments simply passing to
BMW.

The Rover sale 1s just one
example of the Tories’
astonishing largesse to Brit-
ain’s largest manufacturing

company, which announced a
loss of £1,200 million, the big-

| gestin UK corporate hlstory, in
' February 1993. It is in marked
-] contrast with the treatment of

the coal industry.

In another rigged privatisa-
tion, BAe bought Royal Ord-
nance, the highly profitable
state-owned munitions, explo-

sives and guns manufacturer, in
1987.

- BAe getfan operation'witha .-,
- book-valie of £235 million for =~
Ju.St £190 mlthon | Some ,.£69 |

\ ‘¢

other £40 million had gone on
cleaning up a polluted site in

‘Waltham Abbey.

Intellectual property rights,
including drawings, designs
and data packages for missiles,
together worth at least £50 mil-
lion, went to BAe for just £1
million. Meanwhile, the Minis-
try of Defence agreed to a fur-
ther state investment of £12
million, and gave BAe a five-
year contract worth £1,500 mul-
lion.

Through Royal Ordnance,
BAe bought Heckler and Koch
in 1991. The former managing
director of the German small-
arms manufacturer, Walter
Lamp, currently faces trial in
Rottweil, home of the epony-
mous dogs, on charges of sup-
plying weapons to ‘Iraq,
Nicaragua’s Contras and East
Germany’s Stasi.

- The prosecution will argue
that Royal Ordnance provided
false end-user certificates to
skirt embargoes. It is unclear

~ whether the alleged events oc-

curred when Royal Ordnance
was owned by the Government
or by BAe.

Meanwhile, UK Customs
and Excise has denied reports
that it has supplied the Scott
inquiry into British arms sales
to Iraq with documents indicat-
ing that the Royal Ordnance
channelled explosives to Iraq,
Iran, Argentina and South Af-
rica, acting as part of a cartel.

But the Scott inquiry has al-
ready touched on BAe’s at-
tempt to’sell £5,000 million
Worth of Hawk tramer-llght at—. P
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theory+practice

looks in-depth at Key is-
sucs of socialist analysis
and strategy.
ach issue examines
a subject of impor-
tance to socialists in
| greater depth - and at
greater length - than is pos-
sible in Socialist Outlook
itscH.
pril’s t+p exam-
ines the implosion
of the post-war po-
litical system in Italy. It is
a thoroughly updated
translation of Livio Mai-
tan’s essay in Quatriéme
Internationale. Maitan is a
long-time central leader of
the Fourth International.

Back issves available
1. The challenge of les-
bian and gay liberation.
2. The survival of the
Ivish national question.
4. No Historic Compro-
mise with Imperialisni.
Send 50p for each copy to
Socialist OutliooRk, PO Box
1109, London, N4 2UU.

Half-price bundles
any Socicalist
Outlook readers
will be inter-
ested in carrying forward
discussions reflected in
t+p by taking copies to scll.
Bundles in multiples of
10 carry a 50% discount.
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After the fall of Stalinism
there is an enormous debate
on the left ahout the validity
of traditional Marxist con-
cepls.

This debate involves ques-
tions about the role and na-
ture of the working class, the

.......
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Survive

Jworks on Marxist theory anc

environment, women’s op-
pression, planning and the
market and what produdion
and consumption will look
like in a socialist society.

Here Michael Lowy, well-
known avthor of numerous

a leader of the Fourth Inter
national, attempis to answer

some of these questions.
t is the impact

A of the transforma- |

tions which are
developing in capitalism
through the collapse of
stalinism on marxist
thought ?
L. _he impact, for now is,
fundamentally negative.
1 As the dominant ten-
dency, we frequently come
across accelerated ideological
decomposition. We are seeing a
revision which is not only theo-
retical, which is good, but also
political, philosophical, and
ethical, and all these things di-
lute the fundamental values
(which justify the marxist inspi-
ration of the workers’ and so-
cialist movements) leaving
them an empty shell.

In this field, on one side we
have, frequent attempts to rec-

-} oncile marxist thought with as-
¥ pects of bourgeois thought, like

. W T IR PAA b s g — A PAee A ke it e mime e

Can Marxism Survive?

Marxism, modernism & a new century

utilitarianism, rationalism in its
individualist version, positiv-
ism, or political and economic
liberalism. This tendency is at-
tractive to a number of currents
or mass political parties, from
the Italian PDS (ex communist
party), to small intellectual
groups in Europe and Latin
America (for example, so-called
analytical marxism).

On the other side, there is a
strengthening of dogmatic posi-
tions, though this is not the
dominant tendency. This in-
volves mechanical reaffirma-
tions of fundamental principles
of Marxism, Marxism-Leninism,
and Trotskyism, rejecting every
attempt to consider the new re-
ality, current events or changes.
A certain vulgarisation of Marx-
ism is being reaffirmed. Faced
with anything new which ques-
tions established theories, it re-
plies with abstractions. Some
sectors of the left are looking for
simple, dogmatic, classical and
monolithical truths which don’t
cause problems.
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But is there a movement to renew Marxism?

es, there is a certain re-
newal. A quite positive
element is the rediscov-
ery of the Frankfurt School.

There is an evaluation by a new

generation of intellectuals from
Europe, the United States, and
Latin America, of the critique
which made it the western para-
digm of modernity. This implies
a deepening and radicalisation
of Marxism, away from negativ-

| V at do you think

of the fashionable

theory, which

characterises the new stage

of capitalism by the decline

in the importance of work?

here are two aspects to

this. The first is eco-

nomic, with the increase

in organic composition - SCi-

ence, technology, machinery,

robotics and computers now

have more importance- and the

progressive decline of variable
capital and of wage labour.
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Police attack 24 November demonstration in lisbon.

An outdated ‘modernism’ image?:
Photograph: Pedro Mendes fof Combate
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ity, as opposed to its weakening
and reconciliation with bour-
geois thought. Marxism needs

| to confront current problems, to

radicalise its critique of moder-

| nity, of the paradigms of west-

ern, industrial, modern,
bourgeois, civilisation.

The ecological question is an-
other factor which radically al-

| ters perspectives and also

re-invigorates the Marxist vision

This is a process which has
been developing for a long
time, with the so-called third in-
dustrial revolution .

But to deduce sociological
consequences from this, as An-
dre Gorz has done -he says that

the workforce no longer has

any role, that it has disap-

peared- descends into econo-
mism. These visions confuse
the working class as a whole
with a specific part, the indus-
trial workers and with the clas-
sical production line; this
position becomes more and

of the world. That is extremely
important; we are questioning
many ideas, like the develop-
ment of productive forces being
positive, or the domination of
humans over nature forming
part of our emancipation from
work. These ideas were inher-
ited from the Enlightenment
and the ideology of progress
amongst Marxists, and are being
questioned today.

more anchronistic, and its po-
litical consequences are very
dangerous.

There still exists a large work-
ing class but, nevertheless, capi-
talism is continually
penetrating, on an unprece-
dented scale, numerous fields
from which it was previously
absent.

[Ernest] Mandel is right when

he says we are seeing an enof-

mous expansion of the working
class, of those who are forced to
sell their labour in order to live.
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This has very important po-
litical consequences. The cur-
rent ecological crisis is a direct
threat to the survival of every
lifeform on the planet, not only

homo sapiens. This is a new
problem, which Marx and
Engels were unaware of. Be-
cause of this, we need to re-
view, for example, the concepts
of productive force, progress,

importance of labour?

The second aspect is that there
is a large underclass of people
becoming marginalised by the
system. In Europe, as in the First
World as a whole, there is now
a large number of people living
on the margins of society. The
uprising in Los Angeles is an
example of this.

But the problem is much
greater in Latin America and the
Third World as a whole.

Today it is clear that alongside
the growth of the working class
there is also a growing number
of poor people, people perma-
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to our little biped mammal

technology, as a neutral ele-
ment, and the idea of domina-
tion over nature.

A re-evaluation is needed, but
one which leads to a radicalis-
ing of our critique of modern
industrial civilisation and a
strengthening of opposition to
it. There is sense of urgency in
this: our civilisation isleading us
to a mass suicide.

nently or temporarily excluded
from production, consumption
and society as well.

There are people who make a
living from small businesses, as
itinerant traders, as self em-
ployed, or from prostitution,
crime, and the drugs trade;
everything is getting worse.

This is a big challenge not only
to the theory but also to the
practice of liberation. The prob-
lem is to get unity between
these groups of people, which1
call the ‘pooretariat’, with the
organised working class.
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Socialism and the western industrial paradigm

~ |n what way can social-
ism be considered part
__lof industrial modernity,
western thought, sharing its
vision of the world, its val-
ues and its perspectives?

hat is a complex ques-

ism is that the working
class is the inheritor of the most
advanced gains of the bour-
geoisie, of rationalism, the phi-
losophy of the Enlightenment
and the French Revolution.

The working class movement
will achieve the promises that
bourgeois progress did not
carry out. That idea is legitimate
so we cannot understand social-
ism without this element from
the Enlightenment. As Ernest
Bloch says, concepts such as
liberty, equality and fraternity
contain a utopian excess which
goes far beyond the bourgeois
perspective and which will be
realised by socialism.

Communal alternatives to cap

' D ut is this not in con-
tradiction with the

D
idea that socialist

thought is enlightened, sci-
entific, rational and demys-

tion. The idea of Marx-

Onthe other hand there exists,
within the socialist movement
and within the whole thought of
Marx, a vision in which the con-
tinuity between modern indus-
trial civilisation and socialism is
understood in an excessively
one sided fashion.

The necessity for a break with
this model of civilisation is not
sufficiently understood.

Socialism does not just consist
of making the existing produc-
tive, industrial and economic
system work in a more rational
and efficient manner; it doesn’t
consist of developing the pro-
ductive forces just through
planning.

This concept is not sufficiently
critical of the western paradigm
of instrumental rationalism and
the system of production as it
exists. One quite well known
example of this is the view of
Lenin and other Marxists that
Taylorism was an excellent in-

tifies the world? And did not
capitalism dissolve, in prac-
tice, the values which gave a
feeling of community to hu-
man existence?

— ' .
- . o
. P .

novation and they introduced it
into the USSR.

In this there is an insufficiently
critical vision in relation to the
technical and productive appa-
ratus and the overall relations of
production compared to the cri-
tique of private property.

It is not only a problem of con-

tinuity of the productive appa-

ratus but of a question of how
to make urban life more civi-
lised, of relations betwéen peo-
ple, of the relationship to
Nature.

The problem is to know
whether socialism itself repre-

_sents a new paradigm of civili-

sation or merely a perfecting of
existing society.

The place occupied by the
motor car in modern society isa
good example of what is said
above. It is incredible that the
whole of economic, social and
urban life, housing, leisure
time, ideology , and so on are

ocialism is both the in-
heritor of rationalism
and the Enlightenment
and of the Romantic criticism of
the philosophy of the Enlight-
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determined by the existence of
the motor car.

It is a type of divine being that
demands human sacrifices:
every week-end, in every capi-
tal city of the world, there are
infinite lists of casualties from
accidents, a slaughter of men,
women, children which is ac-

cepted asinevitable, asa natural

phenomenon.

There are more deaths than in
many wars. There are certain
models of consumption, en-
demic within modern society,
that are lethal from an ecologi-
cal, human and social point of
view. |

This leads to another set of
problems. In the way in which
socialism is an attempt at creat-
ing a new model of civilisation
is contained the idea of rebuild-
ing, rediscovering or reformu-
lating elements from the
pre-capitalist past that was de-
stroyed by bourgeois moder-

italist individuvalism

enment and modernity. These
two components are present
within socialist thought. Ernest
Bloch is right when he says that
two currents exist within Marx-
ism: a ‘cold’, purely rational,
analytical, merciless, scientitic,
objective current concerned
with what capitalism is, how it
functions as a system function
and what its contradictions are.

The other current, which he
calls ‘warm’, is based on the
principles of hope, utopia and
regeneration of the world.
These two dimensions are
equally necessary and comple-
mentary.

A tension exists between them
but it is a positive, dialectical
tension which must be continu-
ally kept under review by Marx-
ism in order to avoid falling into
a positivist ‘scientificismo’ or a
sentimental romanticism.

Concretely, in relation to the
element of community, the
logic of capitalism is the logic of
atomisation, of the destruction
of communal links, of the isola-
tion of the individual, of the glo-
rification of separation, egoism
and utilitarian interests. It is not
just ideology but the whole
workings of the system which
confronts individuals. To return
to the example of the motor car;
just by entering an avenue, an
individual, whatever their sub-
jective views, enters a war of
everyone for him or her self.

There are points of resistance.
Originally the whole workers’

nity. That is what I calla Roman-

tic element of Marxism, which

exists within the overall phi-

losophy of Marx and in part of
the Marxist tradition of the 20th
century.

It is not a question of returning
to the past but of imagining a
future in which valid elements
from the past - from a human,
cultural, social and ethical point
of view - which were destroyed
by capitalist modernity, can be
re-established, though obvi-
ously with a new form.

Marx himself speaks about this

‘when he writes about the com-

munal society which existed in
the past and was destroyed by
capitalism and private property.
Socialism will be a new commu-
nal society, but naturally not the
same as primitive communism.
That also applies to other phe-

nomena of cultural and social
life.

movement presented a commu-
nal alternative to individualism
based on values of solidarity
and collectively recreating in
practice communal relation-
ships. That was the case, for ex-
ample, with the trade unions
that created a more profound
human relationship between
workers from the same factory.
Equally, this can be found in the
ideal concept of the revolution-
ary organisation. Nowadays,
the base communities of the
Church, neighbourhood asso-
ciations, women’s groups, cul-
tural movements are seeking to
become communal alternatives
to capitalist individualism.

These communal structures
base themselves on, at least to
some extent (depending on the
country concerned and its tradi-
tions) patterns of thought and
elements of previous commu-
nal memory, looking back to
premodern, precapitalist,
mainly rural traditions.

In the Third World, where the
majority of the population has
rural origins this communal po-
tential can be revived by the
trade unions, parties, tenants as-
sociations, and movements at
the base. |

These organisations or move-
ments are not simply an associa-
tion as a result of certain
common interests; they are
these things but they need to be
much more; they must stimulate
types of communal relation-
ship, relationships of solidarity.
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