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By Jeff Lowe and
- Chris Brooks

TRADE unionists have
Leen leading the united
nationwide mobilisation

- for the upcoming march

against racism in East
London.

Organised by the TUC for
19 March, over one hundred
thousand people are expected
- making it the biggest expres-

sion of anti-racist sentiment

in Britain since the 1970s.
Large amounts of publicity

- are available from regional

TUC offices - their telephone
numbers are listed under ‘Sat-
urday 19 March’ on page 15
of this issue.

Reports from around the
country give a flavour of the
broad forces united by the
demonstration, and the anti-
racist struggles that will give

- the march its militancy.

'EastLondon

IN A SPATE of racist attacks

in recent weeks, Bengali
school-students have been

attacked by gangs of 15 to

20 white youth. These are
planned and organised at-
tacks by thugs travelling
around in a mini-bus who
pile out when they find a vic-
tim.

These attacks have all taken
place away from the electorally
sensitive areas where the BNP
is standing candidates. How-
ever on the isie of Dogs, where
the BNP won a council by-elec-

tion, even the police admit that

- there has been a four-fold in-

crease In racist attacks over
the last year.

The BNP are trying to push
the idea that Derek Beackon is
a ‘local councillor’ who is avail-
able for ‘local people’ in an at-
tempt to portray him as an
upright citizen.

Sensitive

Whiist the TUC march goes
through East London it is
avoiding all ‘sensitive’ areas,
with the sole exception of the
place where Qaddus Ali was vi-
ciously attacked. Tower Ham-
lets Trades Council is building
for the demo but, unfortu-
nately, there is no organised

campaign across the borough.
YRE called for a school stu-

dents strike on 9 March to pro-

- fest both against racist attacks
and the way in which some

school managements have por-
trayed these attacks as ‘inter-
school rivalry’.

In February 70 people took
part in a petitioning campaign,
organised by the local Labour
Party, demanding that unused
land belonging to the London
Docklands Development Corpo-
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ration be made available for so-
cial housing at affordable rents
and that the government
should make money available
to build the houses.

The BNP are planning to
stand candidates for the local
elections in Millwall, Wapping,
Stepney and Canning Town -
the areas which will form the
new Parliamentary constitu-
ency of Docklands and Step-
ney.

It is quite likely that if the
council elections were held
now the BNP would win all 3
seats but they can be beaten if
there is an organised campaign
for Labour. The Labour Party is
campaigning on the Isle of
Dogs on 10 April and needs ac-
tive support. There is a strong
possibility that one of the La-
bour candidates will be from

the Bengali community.

IN JANUARY, after the
racist murder of Suda-
nese refugee Ali Ibrahim,
500 demonstrators took
to the streets in Brighton.
Money was raised for fu-
neral expenses by public
subscription after an ap-
peal by Brighton Coun-
cil’s Equalities
Committee.

Meanwhile the plight of
homeless Sudanese refugees
in Brighton is ignored by the
Labour council. After the Mill-
wall by-election the leader of
the Labour group Steve Bas-
sam pandered to racist preju-
dices, saying that the
Council’s policy was
‘Brighton homes for Brighton
people’.

There will be coaches and a
chartered train going up from
Brighton to the TUC ‘Unite
Against Racism’ demo on 19
March.

A meeting with George Sil-
cott from the Winston Silcott
Defense Campaign was re-

Brighton

cently held by Brighton
Young Labour. More than 20
people attended and will con-
tinue to take up issue of state
racism.

Top fascist Tyndall, who
lives locally in Hove, has at-

- tempted some ‘respectable’

meetings in Brighton and has
been met with pickets by anti-
fascists every time.

For example he tried to
hold a meeting in the Royal
Albion hotel on the same day
as the demonstration against
the murder of Ali Ibrahim,
which was prevented from go-
ing ahead by the demonstra-
tors. |

THE SOCIALIST Campaign
Group agreed at its AGM to
set up a meeting to try to
bring together different anti-
racist groups.

Their efiorts were rewarded
at a meeting on 15 February
which brought together sup-
porters of ARA, ANL, AFA and
YRE as well as unaligned indi-
viduals.

Agreement was reached to
leaflet together for the TUC
demo. Leeds Trades Council is
also actively building for the
demo and has organised
coaches.

There appears to be a desire
to try to continue with the unity
in action that has so far been
achieved, though no formal
agreements have yet been
made.

Huddersfield

ANTI-FASCIST activists
are campaigning for the
sacking of a hospital por-
ter, a BNP activistand
member of UNISON, at
Huddersfield Royal Infir-
mary. A campaign is be-
ing mounted throughout
the local labour move-
ment and demonstrations

| West London

are taking place every Sat-
urday outside the hospital.

UNISON is building for the
TUC demo. Material has been
distributed to every office -
where UNISON members
wotk and Kirklees Housing
branch is paying for people to
go. Huddersfield Trades Coun-
cil is organising coaches.

Coaches for the TUC demo
are being organised by UNI-
SON and Southall Monitor-
ing Group. Ealing Trades
Council is co-ordinating
building the campaign.

ARA held a rally on Fri-
day 4 March. Speakers
were Joan Ruddock MP,
Alan Manning (N.W.
TUC), Eddie Newman
MEP and someone from
the ‘Checkpoint Charlie’
campaign. This campaign
is in response to a violent
police raid on ‘Check-

point Charlie’, a Black

club, a few weeks ago.

Anti-racist activists are mo-
bilising for the TUC demo and
for the ‘Communities of Resis-
tance’ conference on 9 April
at the Pakistani Community
Centre in Manchester.

This 1s a national confer-
ence bringing together cam-
paigns involved in struggles
against a wide range of racist
activities by the state.

It 1s organised by the
Rahman Family Campaign. In-
vited speakers include those
facing deportation such as
Bayo Omoyiola, Hemlata
Patel and Prakash and Prem
Chavrimootoo, as well as the
Rahman family themselves.

Victims of police frame-ups .

will be represented by the
Winston Silcott Defence Cam-
paign and the M25 Three Cam-

paign.

The Joy Gardner Campaign
will take up legalised murder
by the state, whilst the Steven
Lawrence Family Campaign,
Qaddus Ali Campaign and oth-
ers will deal with racist mur-
ders and attacks on the streets.

Bristol

THE SOUTH West TUC has
booked coaches for the 19
March demo and has sent -
out large amounts of public-
ity to local trade union
branches, urging their sup-
port. | |

Midlands

A MOBILISING commit-

tee for 19 March has been
set up in Leicester, with
support from the Trades
Council, YRE, Inter-Ra-
cial Solidarity, Young La-
bour and the University
Labour Students. Unfor-
tunately neither ARA nor
ANL are participating,
preferring to organise
their own campaigns.

In Nottingham the Trades

Council is very active in mobi-

lising support for the TUC
demo. The T&GWU and UNI-
SON are organising support
throughout the West Midlands.
~ Birmingham Trades Coun-
cil, in conjunction with CARF
and the IWA, is sending at
least eight coaches. ARA is or-
ganising its own campaign.

There has been concerted
anti-fascist leafleting in.
Kirkby in Ashfield, near Mans-
field, where the BNP are try-
ing to build a base amongst
unemployed white youth hit
by the run down of the mining
industry.

In Coventry the BNP at-
tacked “‘Wedge’ bookshop, fol-
lowing up their recent attack
on ‘Mushroom Books’ in Not-
tingham. They have succeeded
in driving socialists off a regu-
lar papers sales pitch and are
now openly peddling their
filth on the streets of Coventry
in gangs of 30 or 40.

The National Front, mean-

- while, is trying to buy a pub in

Tipton, Staffordshire to be
used as their Midlands’ H.Q.

THE TRADES. Council and
ARA are the main forces in-
volved in building for 19
March. Union branches
throughout Yorkshire have
been circulated and encour-

aged to mobilise. Sheffield

Trades Council and UNISON

are organising coaches.

The Trades Council has de-
cided to resurrect its May Day
march (on 30 April) under the
theme of ‘Sheffield Against Ra-
cism’.
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 Class struggle — the
- antidote to racism

THE TUC demonstration on March
19 will be a huge show of strength for
opponents of racism, race violence
and the fascist scum of the BNP.
Socialists will welcome the fact that at
least on this one occasion ali of the prin-
cipal campaigning organisations fighting
racism and fascism — the Anti Racist
Alliance, the Anti Naz1 League and

Youth Against Racism in Europe — will -

be participating in a single event, along-
side much wider support from the trade
‘union and labour movement.

This very fact will increase the aspira-
tions among many for more initiatives
that unite rather than dividing the various
active anti-racist forces, at local level as
well as one-off national demonstrations.

Others, particularly Labour Party ac-
tivists, may feel inspired to demand a
much more aggressive Labour profile
against racism. It 1s conspicuous that it
has been TGWU leader Bill Morris rather
than Labour’s Tony Blair, who has sup-
ported the struggle to close down the
Campsfield detention centre.

Local campaigns

The demonstration will underline the
importance of building local campaigns
against BNP candidates wherever they
run on their nazi ticket in May’s council
elections or in June’s European elections.

But the scale and strength of the turn-
out from the length and breadth of the
country on March 19 should also make
us take stock of the much more funda-
mental political problems within the la-
bour movement which have fuelled the
rise of racism and hampered the fight
against race violence.

As the 1930s showed, the breeding
grounds of racist prejudice and fascist
- currents are recession, depression, frus-
tration and despair. Fifteen years of brutal
Tory rule has certainly created these con-
ditions, especially in the crumbling inner
cities and economic backwaters of a col-
lapsing economy.

Dumped

Millions of youth and adult workers
have been dumped onto the scrapheap,
with no future, no hope, and no sign that
anyone cares.

Instead of tapping this vast pool of
anger and alienated energy, the TUC and

Labour leaders have turned away,
dropping any hint of radical poli-
cies, and sucking up to the middle
class. -

The most demoralising factor
for sections of the working class
has been the abject failure of the
labour movement to learn the les-
sons of the 1930s. Like their igno-
minious predecessors, they have
refused to lead any concerted op-
position to the Tory offensive,
even as jobs and crucial public
services have been destroyed.

Labour councils ten years ago
ran up the white flag, surrender-
ing to Tory cutbacks under the.
ludicrous ‘dented shield’ policy
of implementing ‘caring cuts’: the
result has been a huge crisis in
housing, social services and edu-
cation.

Queues

The queue for jobs and hous- }:
ing, the brutal squeeze on benefits k-
and the austerity regime in
schools create the matenial conditions for
racial tensions. Victims of the system
search round for someone to blame for
their suffering, and too often simplistic
racist prejudices fill the vacuum left by a
prostrate Labour leadership.

Black workers in public services suffer
a doublgsqueeze. Thousands face attacks
on their Jobs and conditions, while others,
such as front line nurses and NHS staff,
are obliged to suffer the wrath of racist

racism has in practice left one section of
workers after another — steelworkers,

printworkers, rail workers, dockers, min- -

ers — isolated in the teeth of the Tory
offensive. The repeated defeats and be-
trayals have reduced Britain to the low-
est-ever level of strikes, with the NHS
and welfare state under renewed attack,
and union strength reduced from 51% of
the workforce to just 38%.

With an opposition unwilling to op-
pose, and umon leaders too scared to

It’s not enough just to oppose racism: millions of
alienated and downtrodden working class people
must be offered something positive to fight for.

white patients or relatives fuming at the
failings of an under-funded service.

For over ten years, TUC unions have
embraced the defeatist politics of ‘new
realism’, abandoning any concept of col-

lective mass action to defend jobs or -

wages. A symptom of this political col-
lapse was the scandalous March 3 invita-
tion to Treasury minister Stephen Dorrell
to lecture a TUC conference on the need
for a long-term wage freeze.

The same TUC which today correctly
calls on workers to rally together against

fight, workforces have been decimated
and working class communities torn

- apart by the brutal forces of Tory market

economics. The fascists have been eager
to exploit this situation.

But there is an alternative. Racial bar-
riers can be broken down in class struggle
against the common enemy.

Mounting anger among public sector
workers over the Tory pay freeze must be
turned into synchronised action: opposi-
tion to massive NHS cuts in London,
Birmingham and other big cities must be

.......
-----

...............
--------

.......

met by determined union resistance that
will link up with a groundswell of public
support. Campaigns and mass action
must oppose privatisation in British Rail
and the civil service, and defend the wel-
fare state.

Fight on

Delegations returning from the March
19 demonstration must also carry for-
ward the fight against racism — building
support for the campaign to close
Campsfield, building local campaigns
and imtiatives which aim to link the vari-
ous anti-racist organisations, building
support and solidarity for black commu-
niies defending themselves against racist
attack, and campaigning to expose the
nazi politics of BNP candidates.

But it’s not enough just to build oppo-
sition: millions of alienated and down-
trodden working class people need to be
offered something positive to fight for.

The struggle must be stepped up in the
Labour Party and the unions for radical
socialist policies that can unite opposi-
tion to the Tories and the fascists, and
offer a means to mobilise the widest sec-
tions of the working class to get rid of this
vicious government and the system it rep-
resents. |

Week 3 of asylum seekers’ Hunger Strike

by Bill MacKeith,
President Oxford

Trades Union
Council

DURING January the Brit-
ish government held six
hundred people under the

Immigration Act.

Most of them are asylum
seekers. Hunger strikes by
over 30 Algerians have drawn
attention to their demands,
and many of them have now
been released. Others remain
in custody.

At Pentonville 13 Algerians

Stockton Hall priv

- Q‘ _* ~—

were released after 12 days’
hunger strike, the last two
days without water. At Haslor
immigration prison near
Portsmouth, asylum seekers
of other nationalities have
joined 12 Algerians on hunger
strike since 15 February.

Two days later at the new
220 place Campsfield immi-
gration ‘detention centre’ near
Oxford, 10 Algerians went on
hunger strike (no solids, sug-
arless fluids at night only).

A lone woman hunger
striker was transferred to Hol-
loway Prison then released af-
ter 12 days. On March 4 the
hunger strikers were moved to

> A @ % a T B
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ate psychiat-

ric secure unit near York. Af-
ter a small demonstration and
the intervention of local MP

Hugh Bailey they have ended

the hunger strike and are be-

ing released.

All have been held without
charge or trial at the whim of
all-powerful unaccountable
immigration officers without
legal time limit — treated
worse than ‘criminals’.

Campsfield ‘immigration

Detention Centre’ is by the air-

port at Kidlington north of Ox-

- ford. It opened on 29

November 1993 and is run for
profit by Group 4.
Over a thousand Oxford

people have signed a pelilion |

w >

to the Home Office calling for
Campstield to be shut. Oxford
City Council has called for the
hunger strikers to be released
and next month will debate a
motion calling for the prison
to be shut. -

Over 100 Oxford university
college heads, professors and
other academics have now
signed the letter to the prime
minister calling for the re-
lease of asylum seekers pub-
lished in 7he Guardianon 3
March. |

The Campaign To Close
Campstield launched by Ox-
ford Against Racism and Fas-
cism and Oxford Trades

_ Council is_hack_ed by local__la-

bour movement and student
bodies, youth groups and indi-
viduals. It is backed by na-
tional bodies such as the

Jaint Council for the Welfare
of Immigrants and the Na-
tional Union of Refugee Or-
ganisations.

Raise the demand to
‘Close Campsfield now, Stop
the Detentions’ in local and
national organisations. Join
the demo outside Campsfield
gates at 2pm on Saturday 26
March (and every last Satur-
day). | |

B Send donations to Cam-
paign To Close Campsfield,
¢/0 111 Magdalen Rd, Oxford.

 Tol: 0865 724452
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“How much longer do we

tolerate mass

| By Paul Walker

A MEDIA blitz accompa-
nied the showing of John
Pilger’s film ‘Death of a Na-
tion — the East Timor Con-
spiracy’. A telephone
number shown at the conclu-

ston of the programme led to
a peak of 4,000 calls per

minute at half past midnight.

It is estimated that over
100,000 people picked up a
phone in reaction to the film in
which the viewing public saw at
first hand British complicity in
the Timorese slaughter.

The response of the Govern-
ment — total silence for a day

then, 200,000 East Timorese
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the lack of any social pro-

Hawks has only re-inforced
their resolve to resist. It is our
duty to aid them in their strug-
gle. The victory of the East Ti-
morese revolution for self
determination will be a victory

ests of British and US imperial-
ism. |
April sees the launch of a
European wide campaign to
stop military supplies to Indo-
nesia and the British left has a
crucial role to play in this cam-

- paign.

Join the Campaign Against
Arms Trade’s broad based cam-
paign ‘Together We Can Stop

- the Hawks’, which aims to stop

for our class against the inter-

all future delivery of Hawks to

Indonesia and impose a com-

. murdered and 600,000 livingin  serves in the South China Sea  grammes in their interests and 1s
| g&l{(hen hgl[ihexcuses. Hm:d, an island concentration camp? hasadded aqualitativenewturn  the deepening on the ongoing ple‘tgirliulllﬁ)yuf mll?gf/ge(;lent or-
er and the rest were in Nobody should be underany  to the situation. Six countries,  attack on the growing workers |

retreat for 48 hours, using dip-
lomat speak to cover for the
exposure of good old fashioned
naked imperialist interest.

Conspiracy of
silence

The British ruling class are
hoping that the conspiracy of
silence around the genocide in
East Timor will be maintained
and that the Pergau Dam scan-
dal will have covered their
tracks on their support for mass
murder, repression torture and
systematic sexual abuse of the
East Timorese population.

There i1s an opportunity for
socialists and their allies to
build a broad based campaign
to stop the sale of Hawks and
thus help the East Timorese
struggle for self-determination.

The importance of this issue
should not be underestimated.
East Asia is the only dynamic
sector of a recessionary world
economy. There is a fierce
scramble for Asian markets -
both military and civil. The end
of the Cold War and the eco-
nomic growth in the region has
opened up both a new period of
economic expansion and re-
gional military instability as the
old strategic alliances crumble
and new contradictions open
up.
Indonesia 1s at the centre of
these developments. The Brit-
1sh ruling class’ stated ambition
is to be the number one trading
partner for Indonesia and it 180
million inhabitants. What price

illusions about the nature of
events 1n East Asta. With ex-
panding markets and imperial-
ist stampede for those markets
comes increased regional mili-
tary budgets.

Every authoritative com-
mentator — bourgeois, liberal,
social democratic or Marxist is
saying the same thing — there is
a massive arms race under way
in Asia, fuelled by the major
arms suppliers — USA, Britain,
Germany, China and Russia.

At the same time the recent

China, Taiwan and Vietnam in-
cluded are making a claim to
these reserves. There can be no
doubt in which direction this is
all leading — inter-imperialist
conflict and war.

This explains why every me-
dium size and major nation in
the region i1s on a massive arms
procurement drive. This is the
real significance of the Malay-
stan deal and the sale of Hawks

1o Indonesia.

The cost to the workers and
peasants of the region today is

organisations. If the whole arms
race1s not stopped, workers and
peasants will pay with their
lives on battlefields in the cause
of imperialist war.

All socialists must be at the
centre of a campaign to stop this
war drive. It 1s possible to slow
it at what is one weak link — that
of the Indonesian occupation of
East Timor.

After almost two decades of
repression the East Timorese
will not give in. Being bombed
and strafed by British made

ganisations to sponsor the cam-
paign — invite a speaker from
the campaign to your trade un-
ion student union or Labour
Party branch. |

If there is a local CND or
peace group get them to spon-
sor the campaign and to invite a
speaker.

Sponsor models resolutions,
where appropriate, calling for
a military embargo on Indone-
sia

Contact CAAT, 11 Goodwin
St, Finsbury Park, London, N4
3HQ Tel: 071 281 0297.

Support grows for new

Tuzla workers’ convoy

THE THIRD meeting of Inter-
national Workers’ Aid for
Bosnia (IWA) in Amsterdam
on 26-27 February clearly
showed the growing support
and international strength of
the campaign, with repre-
sentatives from groups in
France, Germany, Sweden,
UK, Holland, Belgium and
Denmark.

r-———_——wﬂ—--m_-—

Just Out!

A welcome development was
the presence of two repre-
sentatives of Paz Ahora (Peace
Now) from Spain, who have
themselves attempted to get a

convoy into Tuzla but without

success. If Paz Ahora does join

with IWA they will send 9 lorries,

with 25 tons of aid on each, to
Split at the end of March.

With only 4 weeks to go be-
fore the convoy sets off to ren-
dezvous in Split on the 7 April
much of the weekend was spent
in sorting out the final arrange-
ments.

An estimated 15 lorries will
make the journey to Split where

regular flow of food supplies and
strengthening the relationship
between the workers and people
of Tuzla and International Work-
ers’ Aid.

All the arrangements for the
arrival of the convoy and the
transport on to Tuzla are to be
coordinated by Mick (Britain)
and Ulrik (Denmark) who will
staff the soon to be opened In-
ternational H.Q. in Split.

Discussions have been taking
place, despite considerable
communication difficulties, with
the Tuzla Miners Union to ask
that they take responsibility for
the equal distribution of aid in

make the bread in their own
homes.
Unlike the first convoy, each

Workers’ Aid group will be re-

sponsible for campaigning in its
own country and in towns on
route, where no campaign ex-
ists. |

An extraordinary amount of

~work and international coopera-

tion has gone into the planning

of this convoy.

Countless hours spent raising
money to buy trucks and aid,
numerous negotiations with of-
ficials to negotiate safe passage,
detailed consideration of the ad-
vantages and disadvantages of

I gl I they will be unloaded into ware-  the city. One of the lessons different routes, planning the
| New and updated edition of 1 housesand onto 6 specially pur-  learned by the first successful  bread programme and, most im-
chased ex-GDR army trucks, for  convoy to Tuzla was the needto  portantly, discussing and plan-
: ARMAGEDDON IN : their final journey to Tuzla. make sure the aid is both practi-  ning the details with the unions
These trucks, bought by the cally and culturally suitable - in Tuzla.
i . E“ROPE . . I Danish, Swedish and German  baked beans are not part of the : .
| Why we defend multi-ethnic | Workers Aid groups are vital to  staple diet of Bosnia. - W t's not too late to get in-
Bosnia ensure the safety of the drivers ~ That is why a ‘bread pro-  Volved in the campaign.
I _l and aid on the extremely poor gramme’ had been launched For details of your local
i Py 1 and dangerous roads between  which aimed to provide the in-  group and/or where to
" By Geoff Ryan, 48pp § Splitand Tuza. gredients for bread to be made  send donations contact the
| Send £2.10p (inc p&p) to Socialist Outlook, | . “k S ?i{'v'saged c}!;,at these in t':ue mumcugal t;akfneks. (1 National Office at
rucks will, war conditions per- owever due to lack of fuel q9_
| PO Box 1109, London N4 2UU | | mitting, make regular trips to  the miners will instead distribute Ignht:gwg%'ﬁ"eet’
S and from Tuzla, .prowdmg a this to individual families to Tel/fax 071 978 8622.




Eastleigh rail
workers fight

By Paul Wozny By Terry Smith

Eastleigh, Hampshire, shot
to prominence with the
death of MP Steven MI"I-
gan.

But local rail workers are

aiso determined to draw atten-
tion to their fight for jobs. Brit-

_ ish Rail plans to close its depot

at Eastleigh. Over 500 jobs
could be lost, hundreds more
transferred to Portsmouth,
Bournemouth and Basingstoke
~ depots.
Southampton/Eastleigh Air-
port, adjacent to the Rail De-
pot, is undergoing a major

expansion. BR’s land will shoot

up in value.
Railworkers aim to make
Rail Privatisation and defence

of Eastieigh depot key issues in

VIRGINIA Bottomley’s de-
cision to close London’s
world-famous Guy’s Hospi-
tal through a “merger” with
St Thomas’s has been met by

an immediate mass cam-
paign.

A broad coalition of local or-
ganisations headed by the Com-
munity Health Council, and
including the Guy’s UNISON
Branch, has already begun peti-
tioning, posters and a round of
stormy, packed public meetings
to fight the closure.

Even Southwark’s union-
busting Labour council appears
willing to back the campaign, as
does Bermondsey’s Liberal
Democrat MP Simon Hughes,
whose speeches call for links
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Guy’s battle rekindles NHS f|ght

occupation to defend the hospi-
tal against closure.

Predictably it is the Labour
Party, always known for its abil-
ity not so much to look a gift
horse in the mouth as to shoot it
in the leg, that is lagging behind
in the fight, with neighbouring

- Vauxhall MP Kate Hoey lead-

ing her own campaign of radio
interviews and letters to news-
papers in support of the closure!

UNISON’s London head of

health also displayed typical in-
competence by failing even to
circulate UNISON health
branches to publicise the first
big union demonstration in de-
fence of Guy’s, leaving the field
clear for Socialist Worker post-
ers and banners.

Despite these problems, the
fight for Guy’s, keying in to a
strong local working class

population, has tremendous po-
tential for regenerating the
struggle for London’s hospitals,
which had fallen back slightly in
the aftermath of Bottomley’s
decision to close Bart’s and her
retreat from closure of UCH.
With Hammersmith Hospital
likely to be the next announced

for the chop, and other local
hospitals under fire in outer
London, the scene is set for
high- proﬁle struggles on the

NHS in the run-up to the local |

elections in May.

M Details on the Guy’s
campaign from the CHC
on 071-703-9498.
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Now teachers

face Section 11

jobs axe

by Emma

Teitelbaum

- THOUSANDS of teachers’
jobs are threatened by a gov-
ernment proposal to cut Sec-
tion 11 funding to local
authorities by about 25%.
This will particularly hit
schools in poorer multi-eth-

nic communities.

The bulk of Section 11 fund-
ing is provided to local authori-
ties by the Home Office, in
order to make special provision
for ethnic minorities; 90% 1is

spent on the education of bilin-

gual pupils, particularly the
teaching of English as a second
language.

Section 11 teaching provides
these pupils with the essential
access to the National Curricu-
lum. There are currently some
10,000 teachers in England and
Wales whose jobs are funded
under Section 11.

Officially, only children
whose families are from the
Commonwealth are funded un-
der section 11. Thus, this money
can provide English teaching

for Turkish speakers from Cy-
prus, but not those from Turkey.

Nor are refugee children cov-
ered by Section 11 provision.
In fact, most schools have
been sharing these meagre re-
sources with other, less *lucky’
communities whose country
was not part of the British Em-
pire. This practice has resulted

from grassroots struggle to in-

clude all the children who need
the service. The NUT recently
took up this struggle.

In November 1992, the
Home Office announced its in-
tention to cut and cash limit this
funding. The Home Office an-
ticipated the cuts in the Section

11 programme to be 18% in
1994/5 and 25% in 1995/6. In

many areas, however, the cuts
will be more severe, with many
areas expecting cuts of 25% for
1994/5. Many teachers face
compulsory redundancy; in
Tower Hamlets, 150 Section 11
teachers are under threat and the
local NUT is balldfing for a pro-

posed half-day strike on 15

May.

The attack on Section 11
funding is a racist policy, but
although the first victims of
these cuts will be the minority
communities, this attack will af-
fect the whole community. In
the first place, the status of those
children who need this pro-
gramme as second-class puptils
will be reinforced, and their
education will suffer. But, all
teachers and all pupils are to
suffer from this further cut in
those essential resources. Re-
sources in multi-ethnic schools
will have to stretch even further.
This of course, will influence
the Tories league tables and
tests results.

This is another struggle
which we can win. We need to
learn from the successful cam-
paign held by teachers and par-
ents, against the Tories’
National Tests.

The campaign, and espe-
cially the parental support,
pushed NUT to support a con-
tinuing boycott of the SATS and
led to John Patten’s humiliating
climb-down.

What can we do? Local cam-
paigns, involving parents and
other residents, should be estab-
lished to insist on adequate
funding for their schools.

The NUT and local cam-

paigns should support the na- -

tional conference on Section 11
funding on 12 March in Bir-
mingham.

Only such a mass campaign
can force the government to re-
turn these essential resources to
the schools.

by Bob Smith

ON TUESDAY 1 March NAT-
FHE lecturers at Handsworth

Technical College, Birming-

ham took industrial action to
defend their employment

contracts.

NATFHE has 48,000 mem-
bers and is resisting the imposi-
tion of ‘more flexible’ contracts
which mean cuts in wages, holi-
day pay and benefits as well as
longer hours, extended working
days and annually renewable
contracts.

Unfortunately NATFHE have
backed off from calling national
industrial action under threat
from Tory trade union laws.

Lord Justice Bingham, Mas-

- ter of the Rolls, upheld that, de-

spite a democratic paper ballot,
action was illegal because the
names and address of members
were not submitted to college
management.

Only at Handsworth, South-

Birmingham NATFHE
faces victimisation

wark and Tower Hamlets was the

High Court ruling defied, by

about 100 lecturers. Disciplinary
action (bills for damages and fi-
nal written warnings) is threat-
ened and sackings are now
possible in Birmingham.

NATFHE will not take action
against its defiant members but
has given no assurances to de-
fend them. Handsworth College
Principal Webb alleges lecturers
had ‘technically dismissed
themselves’.

Defiant

Birmingham NATFHE is defi-
ant and says it will defend its
comrades. Mick Barr, Birming-
ham NATFHE branch chair told
Birmingham Trades Council

“The 51 of our members
locked out after our day of action
have now been re-instated but
may face further discipline. An-
ger and frustration at the trade
union legislation led us to take
action to defend jobs and condi-
tions. The High Court ruling

means it is now virtuatly | Impos-
sible to take official action.”

Effective trade unionism is
impossible under Tory trade un-
ion laws and any instant re-
sponse to sackings would be
impossible within the law.

Geoff Woolf, NATFHE General
Secretary said ‘| do understand
the anger without condoning the
action’. Rather feebly the only
resistance he is now planning is
to call on the TUC and civil liber-
ties organisations to give their
support.

Birmingham Trades Council
gave assurances that it would
back any further action by NAT-
FHE to defend its members inter-
ests.

B Messages of support
should be sent to NATFHE

office, Handsworth Techni-

-cal Gollege, Soho Road, Bir-

mingham or telephone 021
666 7554, where there is a
24 hour answerphone serv-
ice.’

By a Sandwell

teacher

Following the injunction
and court ruling against the
NATFHE national strike, the

"~ NUT has called off action in

the Sandwell borough.

Without even waiting to
see if there would be a simi-
lar injunction against the
NUT’s Sandwell division, the
proposed strike action
against job losses of at least
50 teachers has been post-
poned.

However, while the TUC
along with NUT and NATFHE
leadership see ways of chal-
lenging the court decision,
and a reballot of Sandwell is
being contemplated, waves of
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teachers are receiving redun-
dancy notices, with no legal
means to defend themselves.
The court ruling springs
from the latest anti-trade un-
ion laws of last year, which
require unions to inform man-
agement of the details of
members being balloted.

Impossible barrier

Providing accurate names
and addresses of members to
employers is not only a fur-
ther barrier and time delay fo
further action, but probably
impossible, under the dis-
credited new national mem-
bership scheme.

On top of this, NUT rules
stipulate that a two-thirds ma-
jority of the total membership
must able to vote in order to

NUT hit by NATFHE ruling

receive strike pay. Also ballot
papers have to be sent to
members’ home addresses
and be counted by the Elec-
toral Reform Society. -

It was the same Electoral
Reform Society that refused
to endorse the 70% majority
for action, siting illegality.

While the bureaucratic
nightmare has been going on
teachers have been promised
redundancy, huge increases
in class sizes, and re-apply-
ing for their own jobs but with
less pay and promotion. |

Sandwell has the money to
avoid the cuts. Teachers are
willing to fight to get that
money.

All that is lacking is the
will to fight from the NUT
leadership.

L]
- o
. ‘ ‘:. . " .

SM3N FWOH




HOME NEWS

Back to

Age of consent:

BasicS

pites back!

By'Peter Purton,
Labour Campaign

for Lesbian and
Gay Rights

THE DEFEAT of the cross-
party amendment to equalise
the gay male age of consent
was a victory for Back to
Basics and a setback for the

lesbian and gay community.

Although the extreme right
of the Tory Party, the Ulster
Unionists and a tiny handful of
unforgivable Labour MPs were
opposed even to lowering the
limit to 18, and have made
much noise of their annoyance,

. the result is not a compromise
- but a defeat.

There 1s fury among lesbians
and gay men, illustrated by the
unprecedented attempt to storm
parliament by thousands of out-
raged lesbian and gay rights
demonstrators when the out-
come was announced. They un-
derstood that you cannot
‘compromise’ on equality.

The votes of 39 Labour MPs

brought about the defeat of ‘16’.
Although 212 voted in favour,

the whole of Stonewall’s strat-

egy must have been based on a
naive estimation of total support
from the PLP.

There 1s a severe anti-Labour
backlash being orchestrated by
both leftists and liberals in the
community, which will benefit
only the Liberal Democrats.

Key vote

Yet the Labour Campaign for
Lesbian and Gay Rights knew
well that winning the whole
Parliamentary Labour Party to
vote for the position of equality
won at five Labour conferences
since 1985 was not something
which could be achieved in a
couple of weeks of letter writ-
ing.

There were severe weak-
nesses in the campaign. Al-
though the lobbying was
organised with great profes-
sional expertise by the Stone-
wall Group, there was no
attempt to mobilise the lesbian
and gay community as a whole
in public activity which could
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have brought massive pressure
to bear on MPs as there was
during the campaign against
Section 28 five years ago.
There was no time to mobi-
lise through the labour move-
ment. The public activity which
did take place were narrowly
targeted at the gay male ‘scene’
in London. So lesbians, black
people, and the whole wider
movement which supports
equality was left out of the pic-
ture, reduced to sending letters
to MPs whose minds, in most
cases, were already made up.

Anger

There will be anger in the
labour movement over the re-
sult. This anger must be chan-
nelled positively. Socialists can
get their organisations to dis-

- cuss the i1ssues of lesbian and

Middlebrook Mushroom

struggle wound up

By Keith Sinclair

The Middlebrook Mush-
room dispute is over. Meet-
ing on Thursday 24
February the majority of
sacked women workers

voted to accept the offer of

a total of £650,000 ‘compen-
sation’ from Booker ple,
the parent company of Mid-

diebrooks.

Itis a tragic and entirely
avoidable end to a bitter dis-
pute that was fought bravely
by the 89 sacked mushroom
pickers from Whitely Bridge,
near Selby. The dispute joins
the list of struggles, such as
Burnsalls and Timex, that
have been lost when they
could have been won.

The women have waged a
vigorous campaign through-
out the labour movement lo
mobilise support.

Pickets have heen organ-
ised, demonstrations held,
thousands of workers have
heard the sacked pickers put
the case for their reinstate-
ment by the giant Booker em-
pire. The women have waged
an energetic campaign that
gained respect from all who

- met them.

What was lacking however
was a fighting and therefore
potentially winning strategy
from the leadership of the

- Transport and General Work-

ers Union.

In the summer of 1993, se-
rious attempts were made to
prevent the scab coach from
entering on saturday morn-
ings. Pickets of up to 3 - 400
fought with the police to stop
the scabs. However brave the
women and other pickets
were, the required numbers
were never really there. This
was due to the total failing of
the TGWU to mobilise for the
mass pickets.

Socialist Qutiook is in fa-
vour of open defiance of the
anti-union laws and believes
that the TGWU should have
called for mass mobilisa-
tions. But the mobilisations
were left to the women, vari-
ous left wing trades councils
and union branches plus
members of different far left
groups.

Mass pickets

The issue of mass pickets -
was very important in this dis-

pute. The geographical loca-

tion of the farm—-downa
narrow country lane - meant

that a thousand strong picket-
would have been ableto

_ block the scabs and hnng \m:-

tory.
The lessons of lhe defeat

are clear but unfortunately not

new. The anti-union laws will
be used against workers in
dispute, they need to be de-
fied by mass mobilisations.

A dispute such as Middle-
brooks shows the urgent need
for a rank and file organisa-

tion within the
Transport and
.General Workers
Union. There wat
no national open
left organisation
that the women
could turn to
when they
needed to go be-
yond the official
line.
Finally, we
have seen once again the tre-
mendous capacity of ‘ordi-

- nary’ women trade union

The energy and enthus:asm of the Sectwn 28 campaign is needed today

gay equahty, to invite speakers,
to affiliate to LCLGR, and sup-
port the LCLGR model resolu-
tion for this year’s Labour Party
conference.

They can also take up other
current attacks on the lesbian
and gay community by support-
ing the Jane Brown Defence
Campaign.

We may have lost this vote,
in itself not surprising given the
odds in the House of Commons,
but the 1ssue will not go away

and if the labour movement

shows a little more interest in
lesbian and gay equality, lesbi-
ans and gays might show a little
more support in return!

B For speakers and infor-
mation write to LCLGR at
PO Box 306, London, N5 or
telephone 081-574 2420.

''''''''
-
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members to mobilise in de-
fence of their interests.
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Scargill
slams

sabotage

OVER 300 people marched
through Maesteg. South
Wales on Saturday 5th
March to commemorate
the 10th anniversary of the
start of the miners’ strike.

This was an impressive
turn-out since the march was
organised at only two weeks
notice.

Even mare people packed a
local hall to hear Arthur Scar-
gl attack Neil Kinnock and
Kim Howells for their saho-
tage of the miners’ struggle.

Scargill argued that the
Trade Union and Labour lead-
ers should have called for na-
tional strike action to support
the miners, a call which
wolild have met with massive
support.

He also criticised those
who want to remove Clause 4
from the Labour Party Consti-
tution as being guilty of acting
against the interests of the
party.

Other speakers at the rally
included Tyrone Sullivan and
Phil White from Tower Lodge
NUIM., mayors from 2 South
wales towns and Vi John for
the Campaign Against Gpen-
cast Mining, which links sup-
port for the NUM to opposition
to destruction of the country-
side.

There were also anti-fas-
cist speakers. The BNP is
making serious efforts to
huild a base in some of the

former coal-fields.

By a BT worker'

THE NATIONAL Commu-
nications Union’s Telecom-
‘Industry
Committee (TIC) is balloting
~ its 25,000 London engineer-

~ing members for one day
strike action over BT’s intro-
duction of 150 outside con-
tractors mto the local
" network. |

Lastyearthe union concluded
a redeployment agreement with
BT which resulted in 1,100 Lon-
don staff being declared surplus.

BT has refused to transfer
most of these staff into shortage
areas on the local network,

munications

| | 1 :
Telecom strike ballot

| whilst upping its requirement for
‘warm bodies’ doing this work,
thus ‘justifying’ its requirements

for contractors.

Written into this agreement
was a company commitment to
‘consider’ replacing contractors
with direct labour.

Management has predictably
not honoured this clause, going
in the opposite direction.

Contracted out
This is in line with the real
policy of cutting direct labour
staff to around 100,000 by 1997,
replacing them with cheaper,
more flexible contract workers.

The TIC has set the strike for
18th April: balloting opens on

21st March.

branches are organising mass
meetings and are demanding a
special edition of the union’s

journal. - |

Campaign

- We will be approaching NCU
sponsored MPs and the Labour
Party generally to join a cam-
paign against this scandal of the
massively profitable BT trying
to substitute a cheap and casual-
ised workforce for direct labour.

Many London branches be-
lieve one day of strike action
will not be enough, given the
importance of the issues.

They will, nevertheless, be
fighting for the maximum ‘Yes’
vote and turn-out on the day ‘as
a springboard to further action.
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Revival of military industrial lobby as rebels released

Yeltsin’s Ru
from a tilt to a lurch

RUSSIA’S
hard-drinking
president Boris
Yeltsin must have
thought he was
hallucinating
when he saw his
defeated
opponents
Alexander Rutskoi
and Ruslan
Khasbulatov walk
free from
Moscow’'s
Lefortovo jail at
the end of
February, reports
COLIN MEADE.

RUTSKOI and Khasbulatov
were the leaders of the dis-
obedient majority of the Par-
liament in 1ts former
incarnation, dissolved by

~ Yeltsin and dispersed under

a hail of gunfire last October.

After this blow for democ-
racy, Yeltsin expected new
elections to produce a docile
legislature.

As a second line of defence,
Yeltsin organised a plebiscite to
grant himself as president
sweeping powers of rule by de-
cree and veto.

In the event the elections pro-
duced a parliament one of
whose first acts was to order the
release of Rutskoi and Khasbu-

latov along with the authors of

the 1991 coup attempt against
Mikhail Gorbachev.

Supporters of the release of
Rutskoi and co. were able to line
up the two thirds majority
needed to override Yeltsin’s
veto and the president’s at-
tempts to get the prosecutor
general to block the move came
to naught.

Recent resuiis 1in the pro-
longed series of regional elec-
tions now underway have also
brought no comfort for Yeltsin,

- with big victories for former

Communists in a number of in-
dustrial areas.
Since coming to power in

~August 1991, Yeltsin has bal-

anced between the so-called At-
lanticists, who want drastic free
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“Recent results in the prolonged series
of regional elections now underway
have also brought no comfort for
Yeltsin, with big victories for former
Communists in a number of industrial

market reforms and a strict
alignment with the west on for-
eign policy, and the nationalist-
minded pan-Slav military

“industrial lobby (MIL).

Real power

A nod towards the Atlanti-
cists would keep the West
happy, but there was always an
accompanying wink towards
the real powers that be.

Yeltsin kept aloof from the
Atlanticist camp in the election
campaign and its leading lights
such as Yegor Gaidar and Boris
Fedorov have left his new post-
election government.

Fedorov has signalled his as-

sessment of his side’s prospects

by leaving Russia for a highly

“Zhirinovsky’s success is a »result of
the failure of pro-democratic forces in
Russia to find ways of challenging the

- old order that appeal to the interests

of the Russian people and its working

class”

paid job in an international
agency.

Nonetheless, despite what is
looking more like a lurch than a
tilt towards the MIL, strong fac-
tions in the western estab-
lishments are maintaining their

support for the Russian presi-

dent.
Commentators are urging
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policy-makers to show ‘under-
standing’ for the need to re-
spond to Russian nationalist
sentiment.

Mole unmasked

However, the recent unmask-
ing of Russia’s super-mole in
the CIA, Aldrich Ames, may
signal the opening of a cam-
paign to undermine Clinton’s

pro-Yeltsin policy by elements

of the US establishment nostal-
gic for the halcyon days of the
Cold War.

Despite the jostling for posi-
tion at the top there is a consid-
erable degree of consensus
emerging between Yeltsin’s
government and the majority in
the two houses of parliament.

Virtually everyone who mat-
ters tn Moscow now talks stri-
dently about the need to defend
Russia’s interests and embattled
Russian minorities in the ‘near
abroad’ - the former Soviet Un-

ion and its erstwhile sphere of

influence.

All are broadly in favour of
sustaining the military indus-
trial complex and keeping na-
tional contro! of the country’s
massive raw material wealth.

Close contacts

Yeltsin’s prime minister Vik-
tor Chernomyrdin maintains
close contacts with leaders of
the industrial and agricultural
lobbies.

The largest parties/blocs in
the lower house, the State
Duma, are: Gaidar’s Russia’s
Choice and an unstable array of
‘pro-reform’ factions headed by
ambitious individuals, Zhiri-
novsky’s far right National Lib-
eral Party, and the Communist
Party and its close ally the
Agrarians.

The upper house, the Council
of the Federation, is dominated
by regional officials, many of
them Yeltsin appointees, and 1s
also said to contain a significant
number of businessmen.

The chan' of the State Duma,

Ivan Rybkin 1s a representative
of the collective farm lobby and
his counterpart in the upper
house, Shumeiko of big indus-
try. |
Assuming there are no fur-
ther coup attempts, Russian
politics will in the immediate
future be dominated by the run
up to the presidential elections
due 1in 1996. Gaidar, Rutskoi,
Zhirinovsky, Chernomyrdin
(with Yeltsin’s backing?) and
many more besides all have at
least one eye on the prize.
Zhirinovsky, unlike other
anti-Yeltsin politicians, sup-
ported the strengthening of
presidential powers, hoping one
day to exercise them himself.

Protest vote

His strong showing in the
elections was partly due to the
fact that Rutsko1 was in jail and
other parties that could have
captured the protest vote were

banned.

All other parties in the new
parliament have been refusing
to support his nominees for im-
portant committee posts. But,
even if he is not about to seize
power, Zhirinovsky has a real
social base and a programme
adapted to growing exaspera-
tion with the lack of effective
decision making at the centre.

The main reasons given in
Russian surveys for supporting
Zhirinovsky are the need for a
restoration of discipline, strong
state controls and the elimina-
tion of the threat of anarchy.

At the same time, he de-
nounces both the new pro-west-
ern rich and the old Communist
nomenclature, making the tell-
ing point that the two poles are
not so far apart as they might
want to appear.

Zhirinovsky’s success is thus
a result of the failure of pro-
democratic forces in Russia to
find ways of challenging the old
order that appeal to the interests
of the Russian peOple and its
working class.
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JOHN MAJOR’s campaign of ‘Back
to Basics’ in British standards of mo-
rality and financial probity has been
exposed as a hypocritical sham which
has rocked the Tory’s increasingly
weak government. But current ‘Back
to Basics’ Tory policies represent a
massive attack on the working class
and women in particular.

The fathering of illegitimate children
by Tory MPs became a matter for public

scandal and outrage because of the ex-
plicitty moral nature of the campaign

launched by the Tories at their annual

conference last October, a campaign
aimed in particular at single mothers.
‘Back to Basics’ began as a clarion call

“from the right of the Tory Party. While

right wingers like Education Secretary
John Patten had long been vocal on mo-
rality, for example warning against the
loss of a belief in sin, defeat over Maas-
tricht prompted the Tory right into an
explicit moral campaign.

In the run up to Conservative Party
Conference in October, ministers such as

Treasury Chief Secretary Michael Por-

tillo, Welsh Secretary John Redwood and
Social Security Minister Peter Lilley
made a series of speeches calling for a
mixture of greater self-reliance, less de-
pendency, more selective welfare bene-

fits and the like.

The problems of the British economy
were to be dealt with by cutting taxes and
slashing the welfare state. Single mothers

became a particular target of Conserva-

tive abuse, blamed in a series of speeches
for an increase in juvenile crime, falling
educational standards and living off the
welfare state. |

‘Back to Basics’ was not just a farce in
which an ideological attack launched on

- single mothers and absent fathers col-

lapsed in the popular perception that
‘Ministers appeared to have been father-
ing more children in secret love nests
than the medieval popes’, as the Guard-
ian put it.

‘Back to Basics’ was a desperate at-
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Hard-nght Home Secretary Howard conspires mth sex:st B:ble-basher Selwyn-Gummer to ‘bring back’ poverty and strengthen the decomposmg patnarchal famtly system

Major’s ‘basics

attack women

- tempt by a desperate government to paper

over fundamental problems for British
capitalism in dealing with its historic de-
cline as an imperialist power, and the
very real crisis it has been jettisoned into
by the economic choices of the Conser-
vative Government. It was an attempt to
provide ideological support for a whole
series of measures aimed at cutting the
welfare state and propping up the tradi-
tional family.

‘Back to Basics’ also represents an
attempt by the Conservatives to reconcile
the irreconcilable. Long before Major as-

- sumed the Tory party leadership the Con-

servatives had been grappling for a
family policy which would reconcile its

- traditional rhetoric with its increasingly

confident free market ideology.

As the Party of traditional values the
Tories have governed over fourteen years
of soaring crime, crisis in the economy
and the erosion of the traditional family:
as a proportion of all families, single par-

ent families nearly doubled between
1976 and 1991, from 10 to 19%. Fewer

than one in four British households now

conforms to the traditional image of a

married or cohabiting couple with chil-
dren. ‘Back to Basics’ was an il thought
out attempt by the Conservatives to deal
with a dilemma of their own making.
Bankrupt
The changes wrought on British soci-
ety by monetarist policies have left the

economy ‘technically bankrupt’ accord-
ing to Ken Livingstone MP. They have

produced fundamental shifts in employ-

ment patterns which have undermined
the traditional family values the Tories
claim to support and which many in their
constituency base fiercely defend.

The expansion of the service sector
after the Second World War, with women
as a key component of this workforce,
and the erosion of Britain’s manufactur-
ing base, in which most men worked,
means that women now make up 49% of

the labour force. Since 1970 90% of all

new jobs created in Britain have gone to
women.
The number of women at work ex-

‘ceeds the number of men in 11 regions of

the country. Male unemployment is at
14.1% of the workforce, the highest level

since the 1930s. By contrast just 5.6% of

the female workforce is unemployed, but
half of women workers are in part-time

~ jobs, often very poorly paid.

Women’s entry into the labour force,
and high unemployment among men, un-
dermines the traditional family. Recent
television documentaries have shown
that many young women in areas of high

‘'unemployment, such as the pit valleys in

Wales, and the steel towns in Northern
England and the St Mellon’s housing es-

tate in Cardiff, see little use in having -

young men live with them and their chil-
dren.

Single mothers are now a ‘normal’ part
of society, representing 20% of all house-
holds. The acceptance by many people
that single mothers do a good job looking
after their kids and that the traditional
family cannot simply be glued together
again is shown by the response of a police
officer on St Mellon’s to Redwood’s po-
litical attack in July: “We spend half our
time sorting out domestic disputes on the
estate, removing violent fathers. The
thought of forcing absent fathers back is
pie in the sky.’

But the breakdown of the traditional

family under Tory policies, and in re-

. sponse to women’s increased economic

independence, has caused anxiety among
some. of the more progressive repre-
sentatives of the ruling classes, who are
afraid of a breakdown in society, as
shown 1n the increase in crime.

- Even before the outbreak of Conserva-
tive hysteria aimed at single mothers, the

- ‘Observer’ had said: “The sad truth (is)

that children brought up by a lone parent
are more likely to be poor, do badly at
school, have a drug or drink problem and
end up in jail’. |

Single parent families are certainly
poor. 42% of single mothers have gross
weekly incomes of less than £100, com-
pared to 4% of married couples. Lack of
nursery provision makes it very hard for
single mothers to work.

The seeds sown by Thatcher’s ‘eco-
nomic miracle’ are growing into the
weeds of economic decay as it becomes
increasingly apparent that the problems
of the British economy are long term,

structural and to do with the basic choice
made in the Thatcher years to make a fast
buck rather than invest long term in

manufactunng industry. |
‘Family in crisis

The problems with the economy are .

closely linked to the crisis of the tradi-

tional family. Failure to invest in manu- -

facturing industry, erosion of working
conditions, increasing use of women as a
cheap and flexible workforce and the
attacks unleashed on the public sector
and the welfare state have all combined
to create a crisis not just in the economy
but in society as a whole. -

But cuttmg the welfare state and forc-

ing its caring functions back into the -
family and onto women is now a finan-

cial imperative for the Tories. Spending

on social security alone currently ac-

counts for 12.3% of GDP and has in-

creased by 700% since 1950. Intargeting
~ the public sector as a whole and the wel-

fare state in particular the Tories are un-
dertaking a massive attack on the whole
working class especially women. |

Women make up the majority. of the

public sector workforce and their jobs

and working conditions have been

eroded as part of the slashing of public

sector spending. Redundancies, privati-

sations and ‘marketisation’ of services
like health and local government have
resulted in massive productivity in-

creases for the remaining public sector

workforce. "
Conditions for the workforce and

service provision have been directly pit-

ted against each other eg maternity pay
being cut in order to avoid redundancies.

Women have also been massively af-

fected as the main users of public sector

“services. In order to realise many of the

formal equalities laid down in law, espe-
cially that of entering the paid labour
force on equal terms with men, women
have depended on the state to ‘socialise’
domestic responsibilities, such as care
for the old, the sick and the young. |
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and as | o
workers, s
women L
are in the -;
forefront . | S
of fights |
to defend .
welfare e
state. '?

“17% of women are
carers, saving the

state an estimated
- £24 billion a year”
- A
Cuts in health and social serv-
ices have resulted in a ‘re-privati-
sation’ of care back into the
family. Psychiatric hospitals have
been closed and long term hospital
| care slashed. 6.8 million peoplein

Britain are carers for adult rela-
tives or friends. 17% of women
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. are carers and the estimated sav- ' =
ings to the state of that unpaid car- -
ing is £24 billion. | " -

Nursery provision in Britain is
| amongst the worst in Europe, ma- 3
ternity leave is not a universal
right, the state pension age has just |

been equalised by raising
~ women’s retirement age to 65 and
wages councils which protected . _
the wages of millions of the poor- ™ - — .. e ‘
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the incident to slam ‘political correct-

ness’ and teachers who ‘overreact’ to
. ‘Little Black Sambo’ books.

est pald have been abolished. S their recent po]icy paper ‘Einancin g In-

frastructure Investment — Promoting a | -
Partnership between Public and Private =

Deregulation ;

‘Back to Basics’ was to be an ideologi-
cal justification for further deregulation
and cuts in the welfare state, individuals

e
DS bt
S .

Finance’. s
‘Back to Basics’ has represented a fur-
ther stage in the implosion facing the -

Failure to oppose the Tories on the
family reflects Labour’s wider inability -
to oppose them on the economy and dis-

P

were to take responsibility for them-
selves.

agreement within the Labour Party on
welfare state policy. There is a growing

Tories but has yet to be taken full advan- | -

tage of by Labour or the working class.

. economic consensus between Conserva-
tives and Labour over the need to limit
spending on welfare.

For the second year running, 1993 saw
the lowest number of days lost through
strikes since records began. |

However, big increases in taxation and 4 | |
the announcement of a three year pay
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The attacks on single mothers and 1r-
responsible fathers made explicit in
‘Back to Basics’ were not new and had
been most clearly embodied in the Child
Support Act(CSA), introduced the pre-
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Ten years after the miners strike

ssSons learned
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- the hard way

By Alan Thornett

THE 1984/5 miners strike evokes
powerful memories. The tenacity and
courage of 160,000 miners out on
strike for a year. Massive confronta-
tions and mass pickets — some up to
10,000 strong. The police trap and
burning barricades at Orgreave. The
7,500 miners arrested during the
strike.

40 were jailed — including two young
- South Wales miners for life and Terry
French for five years. Davey Jones was
killed whilst picketing out scabs at Oller-
ton. Thousands marched behind the cof-
fin of Joe Green, killed on picket duty at
the Ferrybridge power station. Remem-
ber the cold class hatred of a state which
took his house and estate (he was single

with his own house) and refused to pay
for his funeral out of it.

There was tremendous class struggle | .

leadership given by Arthur Scargill and
Peter Heathfieid and the historic Women
Against Pit Closures movementewhich
mobilised 10,000 women from the pit
villages to march through London in June
and represented something new and 1m-
portant in the class struggle in Britain.

Ten years on the picture is very differ-
ent. Arthur Scargill wasn’t just right. He
was so much right that now there 1s no
longer a coal industry and only the rem-
nants of the NUM.

Naked class hatred, the Tories’ thirst
for revenge for 1974, the privatisation of
power generation, the dash for gas, and
the rigging of the market have meant that
the NUM has suffered the fastest decline
of any union in history. At the time of the
strike the NUM had 210,000 members in
170 pits, now the total labour force has
shrunk to 10,000 in just 17 pits — and they
are still being closed. Privatisation 1s
through Parliament and private mines are
already operating.

Biggest since 1926

The defeat of the strike, in the biggest
confrontation between the trade union
movement and the state since 1926, was
a huge blow to the whole trade union
movement.

The attack on the miners was preceded
by the NGA’s battle of Warrington (and
the TUC collapse in front of the anti-un-
ion laws) and followed by other militant
actions such as Wapping and the seafar-

ers strike. Butthe defeat of the miners was
by far the most important victory for the
Tories during the 1980s. |

The NUM had played a vanguard role
in the modern trade union movement first
in the 1920s and again in the 1970s. But
the smashing up of the NUM and the
mining industry was not inevitable even

after the end of the strike —that depended

on the continuing betrayals of new real-

ism and the fate of a series of defenswe__

actions which were to follow.

Nor was the defeat of the strike itself
inevitable. Far“from it. In fact the strike
was a potential winner. At the time of the
NACODS vote to join the strike the gov-

ernment was actively preparing for a U-
turn— not that many miners held out much

hope that NACODS would stand firm.
The line was only just held despite the
scabbing UDM operation in Nottingham-
shire — which was eventually betrayed by
its Tory backers.

Arthur Scargill was the most deter-
mined national trade union leader the
British trade union movement had ever

produced. The strike, however, faced
—

“What lost the strike
was the treachery of
new realism, the TUC
and Neil Kinnock,
which ensured the
isolation of the strike,
and the Communist
Party, which in the end
organised the back to

work move”

from the start a serious problem — isola-
tion from the rest of the trade union move-
ment.

The union leaders had moved to the

right since 1979 and new realism — the -

idea that strikes were a bad thing for
Labour’s election chances — was gaining
an increasing hold in the movement. The
Labour Party now had the ‘dream ticket’.

Faced with this, the unspoken strategy
of the strike from day one was the model
of 1972 and 1974 — when the miners
could win by their own strength alone,
when the lights went out after a few
weeks and the government was forced to
concede.

This was a difficult road totread. Apart -

from the scabbing in Notts the state had
learned the lessons of the previous strikes
and a repeat of Saltley Gate was not on.

Thousands marched in defence of the miners in October 1993

This time the key was an extension of the
strike into other sections of the trade un-

“ion movement — the opening of a second

front. Mass picketing was correct and in
many ways the life-blood of the strike,
but it was not an adequate strategy for
victory. |

And such a strategy was viable.
Throughout the strike repeated possibili-
ties of it spreading presented themselves.
In the first stages there were numerous
opportunities for other unions to join the
miners through pursuing their own wage
claims with vigour.

But not a single union took such a hard
line and compromise after compromise
was reached. The government even inter-
vened directly to broker a compromise
settlement on rail and the NUR executive
could not grab it fast enough. Some union
leaders even argued that it would be a
‘bad tactic’ to be on strike at the same
time as the miners.

Later, two national dock strikes over
the movement of coal by unregistered
labour presented the chance to break the
isolation. It was the perfect issue. Both

. groups of workers were fighting for their

jobs and their industry and Tory ministers
were already making it clear that they
intended to abolish the National Dock
Labour Scheme.

It was in the interests of both groups to
fight together (and very difficult for either
to win alone) yet the dock strike was
called off with no settlement just at the
point that the government began to panic.

Arthur Scargill was the inspiration of
the strike. He fought it until the bitter end
and his defence of militant miners against
media attack was exemplary: ‘I will never
condemn brave young miners whose only
crime 18 to defend their jobs’.

His weakness, however, was his deal-
ings with the TUC and the other union
leaders — who held the key if the 1solation
of the strike was to be effectively broken.

The funds of the South Wales Area

Scargill: fought through to the end
were sequestrated just before the 1985 -

B TUC congress and demands for solidar-

ity action were at their strongest. The
night before the Congress he agreed to
the withdraw of resolutions calling for
strike action in support for the miners in
favour of a disastrous policy of boycott-
ing scab coal going into the power sta-
tions — a very difficult policy to make
effective even with the will to do it.
These mistakes, however, did not lose
the strike. What lost the strike was the
treachery of new realism, the TUC and
the Neil Kinnock leadership of the La-
bour Party which ensured the isolation of
the strike. Add to this the role of the
Communist Party, which in the end was
the force which organised the back to
work move, which was still opposed by

| ~Scargill.

Ten more years

Far from recovering fromthe defeat of

" the miners, ten more years of new-real-

ism (with the retirement of Len Murray
and the advent of Norman Willis) have
compounded the problem. Every chance
to turn the tide has been squandered.
‘Stop strikes to get Labour in office’ has
remained the clarion call of the right-
wing — yet they still have no Labour
government to show for it.

The Tories recognised that the defeat
of the miners was the green light for wave
after wave of anti-union laws which have
been introduced without a finger lifted
from the TUC.

Ten years on we have seen the loss of
four million trade union members, the
lowest level of strikes in history ‘and the
employers pushing in massive changesin
the workplace with the wholesale intro-
duction of new management techniques
and a huge army of low-paid and unpro-
tected workers. |

With the miners strike, as with so
many other issues, the left have been:
proved to have been right. It was a water-
shed 1ssue which would determine the
political and industrial situation for the
next decade or more.

Support movement

A victory for the NUM would have
meant a big rise of a Scargillite left in-
both the unions and the Labour Party.
The possibilities of this were shown by
the support movement for the miners — a
real rank and file movement — and the -
development of many of the miners
themselves, for example NUM banners
on the 1985 gay pride march. A defeat on
the other hand has left the movement
fighting its way back. =

Though the results were worse than

the left had thought, that did not make

them wrong. Those who were wrong
were the new realists who have created
this situation and now have no answer to -
the monster they have created.

The future lies not with them but w1t‘1
new generation of militant workers who
can rebuild the movement and repair the
damage which has been done. They are
already there in the background Their
time will come.
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| by Bala Kumar

ONE THOUSAND people will
die in Angola today and every
day in the human tragedy
which evades our television
screens and therefore our

awareness.

Since UNITA forces began
their murderous bid for power in
October 1992, an estimated

B 250,000 have been killed and

two million displaced out of a

total population of 10 million.

About two thirds of the coun-
try is controlled by UNITA: much
of the humanitarian aid like food
and medicines has to be chan-
nelled through them.

Hospitals outside of the capi-
tal, Luanda, are poorly equipped
and stocked and increasingly
perform amputations on many
who lose their limbs to mines
planted by UNITA.

There were reports last year
from the town of Menongue that
people were eating cats, dogs
and mice to keep alive as food
either doesn’t get through or is
pilfered by UNITA soldiers.

The Angolan Armed Forces
(FAA), loyal to the democrati-
cally elected Government, have
regained the military initiative in
recent months following sub-
stantial arms purchases and a
recruitment drive.

Their strategy has been to cut
off UNITA’s supply routes from
the Zairean and Namibian bor-
ders to prevent restocking of
food and arms as well as cut off

ank and file left in dark

_ by Liam Mac Uaid

JOE CAHILL, one of con-
temporary Republicanism’s

most famous names, sug-

gested at this year’s Sinn
Fein Ard Fheis that the fulfil-
ment of the Republican

dream was ‘close at hand’.
On the surface his optimism
appears well founded. Gerry
Adams went to America and
was treated like a superstar;
Sinn Fein members can now be
heard on Irish television and ra-
dio after twenty years; the
party’s deliberations are scruti-
nised as closely as those of a
government; and it is surfing on
a wave of cautious tolerance
from the serious bourgeois
press. |
It may have to wait rather
longer for a wave of enthusi-

asm. It seems to be setting the

pace for the British government
and the Irish bourgeoisie 1s
treating it with unaccustomed
deference. Things seem to be
going its way.

There was an expectation be-
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De Clerk arms UNITA murderers

financial support.

UNITA’s control of the ol and
diamond producing areas andits
involvement in ivory and timber
smuggling net it an enormous
income to purchase arms, lobby
western governments and se-
cure South African mercenary
assistance.

Not that it needs more arms:
the considerable stockpile given
it by the South African regime
could keep the war going for an-
other ten years.

Rural strength

Traditionally UNITA has been

strongest at rural guerrilla war-
fare. Having encircled the coun-
tryside around a city or town it
lays siege and, having worn

down the defences, captures it.

The FAA are now trying toturn
the Jables by pursuing this strat-
egy against UNITA-controlled
towns like Huambo, the base of
rebel leader Jonas Savimbi.

They have been frustrated by

active collusion between the

Zairean dictatorship and sec-

fore the conference, which the

Republicans did nothing to dis-

courage, that they would finally
state their attitude to the Down-
ing Street declaration.

The point for the bourgeois
press was that they did not ac-

cept it. The point for anti-impe- -

rialist socialists is that they did
not reject it. The Hume-Adams
talks, references to the ‘nation-

alist family’, the attempts to

identify themselves with the

SDLP and Fianna Fail all signal

the capitulation of the present
Republican leadership to bour-
geois nationalism.

Dividing line
A crucial dividing line has

" not been crossed. For Sinn Fein,
Irish unity remains an immedi-

ate demand. For Albert
Reynolds and John Hume it
most definitely is not. Neverthe-
less the republican trajectory is
‘obvious.

The Ard Fheis was a defeat
for the Sinn Fein rank and file.
A strong demand in the pre-con-
ference discussions had been
for the publication of the Hume-
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Angola’s bloody
killing fields

tions of the South African mili-
tary in supplying arms to UNITA
and allowing a conduit out of
Angola for illegally mined dia-
monds. (See SO 39)

United Nations sanctions on
sale of arms and fuel to UNITA
have therefore been ineffective
and Angolan solidarity activists
in Britain have been demanding
more severe measures, includ-
ing the freezing of UNITA funds
in western banks and its political
isolation through closure of its
offices abroad.

The swing in opinion against

UNITA has forced it to the nego-

tiating table in the Zambian capi-
tal, Lusaka, though little
progress has been made over
the last three months.

Savimbi knows he is unlikely
to take control of the whole
country but he also knows that
the evenly matched military
strengths of the two sides
means a political deal will have
to be struck sooner or later.

While even some Angolan
cabinet ministers are resigned to
giving Savimbi a fiefdom in or-
der to stop the bloodshed, the
military leadership of the FAA is
against any concessions. They
believe they will soon have
UNITA on the defensive and
Savimbi in a weaker bargaining
position. .

Meanwhile in South Africa
and Mozambique, where elec-
tions are due this year, politi-
cians and people alike are
scrutinising the lessons of the
killing fields of Angola.

Adams document

This was not conceded and
so the party’s supporters must
back a process, the details of
which they do not know. A gap
is emerging between the base
and the leadership.

The majority of the base is

Opposed to what it correctly sees

as a possible sell-out in the mak-
ing. But its only alternative is
more armed struggle.

That is why no opposition
current emerged which could
force publication of the secret
agreements nor offer perspec-
tives to revitalise the struggle.

The Republicans continue to
demand that the imperialists

.....

..........

..........

...........

..... - %

Israel: sold:ers block way mto Jerusalem mosque
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Zlomst extremists

AFTER the Hebron massa-

cre, in which an Israeli set-

tier murdered some 50
Palestinian worshippers in
a mosque, Israeli troops
shot dead dozens more in

renewed clashes.

In scenes reminiscent of
the early days of the intifada,
Palestinian citizens of Israel
took to the streets in mass
demonstrations.

Many were injured and at
least two shot dead by Israeli
police, the first Palestinians
to die in demonstrations in
the state of Israel since Land

Day in 1976.

PLO leader Yasser Arafat
sought minimal concessions
from Israel in 2 desperate at-
tempt to restore his waning

popularity and the flagging
credibility of the September

get back to basics

agreement.

But Israeli PM Yitzhak
Rabin made it clear that there
would be no disarming of the
quarter million settiers in the

- occupied territories, and no

dismantling of the seftle-

ments. |

Massacres, expuisions,
genocide and ethnic cleans-
ing remain the essence of Zi-
onist colonisation of
Palestine.

The latest events show the
true nature of the agreement,
in which the PLO accepted the
legitimacy of Zionism and of
the state of Israel, and under-
took to collaborate in the con-
trol of the occupied
territories, while receiving no
concessions from israel on
the central demands raised by
the Palestinian people in the
Intifada.

e
Sinn Fein 1994 Ard Fheis keeps key document secret

clarify what they see as ambi-

guities in the Downing Street
document. These sort of word

games have a precedent 1n Irish-

history.

The Treaty that created parti-
tion was accompanied by simi-
lar discussions.

Inability

Eamonn De Valera, who
fought the British and the 26
county state created by the
Treaty (before he became its
President) used a lot of ink ex-
plaining how a Free State and a

Republic were the same thmg ~-

really.
They show nothmg except an

 inability properly to understand

or defeat imperialism. The
Downing Street document, no
matter how well it is clarified,

ist domination of Ireland intact.
It should be rejected, not clari-

fied.

Those who meet h1m say that
the man with the biggest smile
in Irish politics at the moment is
leader of the Official Unionist
Party, James Molyneaux.

His party has just been given
its Westminster select commit-
tee, a long held ambition.

It enhances the link between
the British Parliament and its
Irish colony. Secretary of State

Mayhew is constantly saying
- how he would like to unburden

himself from the responsibili-
ties of office and surrender them
to local politicians.

A local assembly, son of
Stormont, 1s also the dearest
wish of both the major unionist
parties and no anti-discrimina-
tion on earth will prevent these
bigots from re-living their sec-

~ tarian fantasies from the old
- Stormont.

The history of Irish republi-

‘canism is also the history of its
. capitulations. The biographies
- of Michael Collins and De

leaves the bOIdel' and lmwlal‘ .. Valera are' inStrUCtive r%ding

for anyone who seriously wants
to understand modern Repubh-

canism.

Yielding to bourgeons nation-
alism inevitably leads to a sur-
render to imperialism. We may
be watching history repeat it-
self.
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democracy —

THE ELECTIONS taKing
place in South Africa
on the 27th and 28th
April open up the risk
of important political
batties during the few
weeks of campaigning,
reports PIERRE
FRANCOIS

DESPITE the accord between the
National Party and the ANC the po-
litical terrain remains volatile.

Of course there are some ‘nostalgics’
dreaming of the apartheid ‘their fathers
knew’ who don’t want even symbolic
changes in the structures of power and
who could derail the process.

In the middle of February, the white
right-wing extremists, along with
Inkatha, announced their refusal to par-
ticipate in the elections.

The far-right 1s not the only cloud on
the honizon. Danger also comes from the
desire of the political and economic es-
tablishment of white South Africa to
push the movement of Nelson Mandela
into yet more CoOmpromises.

However, it is difficult to imagine
what more concessions the ANC can
make since they have capitolated on vir-
tually everything, particularly in relation
to the historical goals of the organisation.

Limited democracy
It 1s no longer a question of ‘majority

rule’. Whatever the outcome of the April
election the NP-ANC accords mean that

the largest party has to include all parties .

which obtain more than 20% of the vote
in the government.

In practice this will lead to an ANC-
NP coalition government which will be
in power for at least five years. Nor is it
any longer a question of creating a uni-
tary state.

civil war”?

The regions, now called ‘provinces’
will have exclusive powers in a whole
number of fields: notably agriculture,
primary and secondary education, health,
housing, local government and urban de-
velopment, commerce and the police.

The central government will only have
the power to lay down minimum °‘stand-
ards’ whilst the carrying out of them,
including the important powers to raise
the necessary taxes, are granted to the
provinces.

The spokespersons of the NP have no
worries about asserting that, in essence,
their federalist vision has prevailed. The
constitution, to be finalised after the
April elections, will protect the power of
the regions unless two thirds of the 400
MPs decide otherwise.

A ‘necessary evil’

It1s1n this context that the ‘great com-
promise’ with the white establishment is
presented as a ‘necessary evil’ by, among
others, Joe Slovo, the historic leader of
the South African Communist party and
Mandela’s principal adviser.

According to the Communist Party

leader, the Black liberation movement
doesn’t have the ability to overthrow the
existing power structure. | ‘

Nor, according to Slovo, does it hav
the strength to confront this power, since
a prolonged civil war could only result in
leading the country into ruin.

The facts appear to support him. Since
the ‘liberalisation’ of 1990 killings have
resulted in more than 9,000 deaths, ac-
cording to the Human Rights Commis-
sion.

Whilst there had been a partial decline
at the begmming of 1993, since July of
that year violence has increased at an
even greater rate, with an average of 18
pohtical murders per day. This violence
results from the almost total inaction of

- the ANC in defending the populations of

the townships.
The guemnllas of Umkhonto we Sizwe,

who returned to the country as heroes,

o

now find themselves confronted by their
own leadership which is determined,
above anything else, to demobilise and
neutralise them, under the pretext of re-

integrating them into ‘civilian life’.
Frankenstein’s monster,
South African style

The threat from the far right is not an
illusion. United under the banner of the
‘Afrikaner Volksunie’ and led by the for-
mer head of the South African Army
Constand Viljoen they constitute, along
with the Conservative Party (a Parlia-
mentary party which acts as the ‘official’

_opposition to the NP) a considerable

force.

But this force depends, in the final
analysis, on the evident complicity of the
security apparatus. If the army doesn’t
move against the ultra-right it is because
its inaction is, in a sense, part of the
strategy of the ruling faction.

Since 1990, with the enticement of
negotiations to determine the future of
‘post apartheid’ South Africa, the NP has
skilfully manoeuvred to destabilise the
ANC - with the full support of the white
political and economic establishment.
This destabilisation has largely been
based on violence.

“Itis no longer a question of
‘majority rule’. Whatever the
outcome of the April

election, the largest party
has to include all parties
which obtain more than 20%
of the vote in the
government”

Whilst this violence is not carried out
by ‘official’ forces it is only made possi-
ble, indeed is reinforced, because of com-
plicity by the state. Now that the AVU is
threatening to prevent the holding of
elections they are getting worried.

As 1 the story of Frankenstein the
creator 1s at risk of losing control of his
creation - hence the apparent and poten-
tially violent split within the ranks of the
Whites and between the government
party on the one hand and Inkatha on the
other.

The battle in Natal

Inkatha is the other piece in the game.
Buthelezi, who runs his Kwazulu fief-
dom with an iron hand, is threatening to
lead ‘his’ province to secede unless the
project endorsed by the ANC and NP is -
substantially amended.

The region of Natal-Kwazulu contains
more than 25 percent of the South Afri-
can population; for that reason it is the
main battleground. Moreover, in Natal
the violence is at its worst, with 53 per
cent of murders according to the Human
Rights Commission.

Inkatha can count on a by no means
negligible base of support, most notably
in the rural areas where traditional struc-
tures and the persistence of a hierarchical
power structure (represented by ‘King’
Goodwill Zwelthini) combine to impose
the de facto single party state of
Buthelezi.

Whilst Inkatha is in a relative minority
in the urban areas it has been able to
strengthen itself in the last few years by
taking advantage of two new factors.

Firstly, the migrant workers who
originate from Natal, especially those
concentrated 1n the great mining and in-
dustrial centres of the Transvaal, have
been ‘captured’ to a large extent by
Inkatha as a result of serious conflicts
that have erupted throughout these areas
since 1990. t

Dumped in ‘hostels’ and isolated from
the surrounding communities these mi-
grants, who were already socially ostra-
cised, have become both the mercenaries
of Buthelezi and the victims of attacks by
young supporters of the ANC. |

. The conflicts in certain areas have be-
come partially ‘ethnic’ in so far as mas-
sacres have created and aggravated
polarisations between migrants and resi-
dents, between Zulus and non-Zulus.

- In certain of the worst affected town-
ships, notably Tokhoza (south-east of Jo-
hannesburg) the conflict has taken on the
air of a simster ‘ethnic cleansing’.

It 1s in this context that Buthelezi is
endeavouring to increase his military ca-
pabilities whilst trying to consolidate his
political base.

Special training camps have been cre-
ated in the north of the province to form
‘defence units’; several former officials
of the police and South African army
have taken part. If Buthelezi chose to
follow the path of Jonas Savimbi he

~could seriously destabilise the country.

But South Africa is not Angola!
The South African state, with its pow-

erful army capable of rapid deployment
into every region of the country, does not

suffer the same vulnerability and could,

if it wanted, eliminate all armed opposi-
tion.

To be concluded next
issue | |
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MR.PORTIZLO SUGLESTS THAT WE
TRY SLIPPING THEM A FEW QUID.

K. Govindan reviews East
Timor: The Silence and the
Betrayal, edited by John
Pilger, in New Internationalist
Magazine No 253, £1.90
“
ANYONE who missed the Central
Television documentary on East
Timor, Death of a Nation, or who
was too engrossed in it to take
down all the facts and figures, will
appredate this handy publication.
Guest-edited by our favourite Austra-

“lian, and in the glossy and readable for-

mat that the New Internationalist has
pioneered, are facts like 200,000 East Ti-
morese were killed between 1975 and
1979 alone; that 160 babies out of eve;ry
1,000 will die there before the age of

two; that there are 14 distinct languages
spoken in East Timor; and that along
with coffee, marble quarrying pmwdes a

- major export.

Entanglement

There’s a useful focus on Britain’s
trade 1in arms with Indonesia, and the dis-
closure that in June 1993 British Aero-
space obtained a £500 million contract
for 24 Hawk aircraft - just two months
after Douglas Hurd on a visit to Jakarta
gave the Suharto regime a £70 million
loan. Could these two deals have be-
come ‘entangled’, like the Pergau dam
affair?

A short article traces the ascent to
power of General Suharto in the 1965
coup. Having drowned a million commu-
nists, worker militants and Chinese in
blood, the regime continues the heavy-
handed use of military force to suppress
protests against the government.

There 1s however an important omis-
sion from the pamphlet: no mention is
made of current attitudes among Indone-
sian activists, particularly the Javanese,
towards the struggle in East Timor.

In Timor, the resistance led by
FRETILIN continues its campaign in the
rural areas and there has been an up-

surge in urban non- violent protests by a

new generation of youth. But these
brave people cannot hope to match the
mighty armoury of the Indonesian re-

~ gime with its oil revenues and staunch

support from Australia, Britain and the
USA.

Indonesian opposition

It is vital that those workers agitating
for independent unions in Java, students
clamouring for political freedom on
their campuses, and intellectuals keep-
ing alive the memory of mass- based so-
cialist politics be convinced that
Timorese self- determination should be
taken up as part of their struggle, too.

In other words, the nascent movement
in Indonesia for the overthrow of the
military-backed regime must be con-
vinced that they can never be a truly free
people as long as they oppress another

~ nation.
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Too PC or not too PC? That is the question
The ‘respectable’ face of sexism?

You can hardly turn on
the television these days

~without hearing some

politician or chat show
host knocking ‘Political
Correctness’.

This anti-PC lobby, des-
perately campaigning to pro-
tect the privileges of white,
heterosexual men, repre-
sents the ‘respectable’ face
of racism and sexism.

PC is accused of destroy-
ing freedom of speech, of be-

ing narrow minded and
dogmatic, and (the ultimate
crime) of ‘spoiling our fun’.

This is the freedom to tell
racist and sexist jokes, to
sexually harass women and
the fun of deriding and dis-
criminating generally, on the
grounds of gender, race and
sexuality.

The recent attack on ‘date

rape’ was accompanied in
the media by an attack on
‘politically_ correct’ ideas.

American college stu-

dents were ridiculed for issu-

ing sexual conduct charters
amidst a concerted effort to
place the blame for rape on
the shoulders of the victims.
PC cannot replace coliec-
tive action resulting from a
recognition of shared experi-
ences of exploitation. But
language is not irrelevant -

not only can it reflect oppres-

sion, it can play a role in up-‘gﬁminine Mystique’ (1963)

- holding, perpetuating and le-

gitimating it.

How many English words
are there for a promiscuous
female and how many for a
male? How many terms of
abuse to put down a black
person and how many for a

white?

Developing new terms
free from the prejudices of
the old, and finding ways to

name our exploitation are po-

litical acts which can be
used to unite people around
common experiences of op-
pression.

Describing the dissatisfac-
tion of white middle class
women, Betty Friedan in the

>

talked about the ‘problem
that has no name’.

Then, tired of being har-
assed on the grounds of
their gender, women cam-
paigning for US civil rights
appropriated the discourse
of the movement.

Just as there was ‘racism’
so there became ‘sexism’.
The word ‘chauvinism’
(used to apply to American
involvement in South East
Asia) was applied to men -
‘male chauvinism’. In devel-
oping language that named
oppressive male behaviour
we gained an empowering
weapon in the fight against
women'’s oppression.

PC does not address the

material base at the root of
our oppression or suggest
collective conscious action
as a route to liberation.

In fighting for socialism
we need to organise around
shared experiences of op-
pression not only of class,
but of gender, sexuality and

‘race too.

However, moves to make
dlscnmmatory language un-
acceptable should be sup-
ported. There is an ideology
which reinforces and legiti-
Mmises our oppression, and
that ideology must be fought
at every opportunity.

The reality of sexual oppression

JODLEY GREEN
considers the issues
raised by Katie
Roiphg’s book ‘The
Morning After’.

KATIE ROIPHE has been
heralded by Camille

Paglia, Andrew Neil and

Living Marxism as the
new star of post-feminist
politics.

The Morning Afier, is seen
as stunning critique of the
feminist orthodoxy on rape
and the liberal consensus of
political correctness.

But after all the hype,
Roiphe’s ‘unflinching look
at today’s sexual politics’
doesn’t live up to expecta-
tions.

In place of analysis, is a
story tale narrative, peo-
pled by shallow college
kids who have walked
straight out of novels by
Bret Easton Ellis and the
like.

Roiphe’s overly impres-
sionistic snapshot of Ameri-
can campus politics simply
can’t answer the interesting
and important questions
she raises when she says:

"By viewing rape as en-
compassing more than the
use or threat of physical vio-
lence to coerce someone
into sex, rape-crisis femi-
nists reinforce traditional
views about the fragility of
the female body and will’.

Roiphe is right to argue
for definitions which don't
collapse the distinction be-
tween consensual hetero-
sexual sex and rape.

She not only takes on
radical feminists who view
all infercourse as rape but

also more mainstream femi-
nists who question consent
as a meaningful concept
when women have less
power than men. Roiphe
correctly argues that if femi-
nism is to fight for women
to exercise choice in other
areas of their lives, then
consent has to be consid-

ered a meaningful concept

in relation to sex too, not-
withstanding power in-

‘equaﬁﬁes.

To ‘maintain an idea of
rape’ says Roiphe ‘we need
to reserve it for instances of
physical violence or the
threat of physical
violence’. Yet in
the very next sen-
tence she con-
trasts ‘real’ rape
by a knife wield-
ing stranger with
‘bogus’ rape by 2
former boyfriend.

This has noth-
ing to do with the
threat of violence
(the aggression or
otherwise of the
‘former boyfriend’
Is unspecified in
Roiphe’s example) and
everything to do with long-
standing definitions of rape
based on the relationship of
the attacker to the victim.

Does Roiphe really be-
lieve a former boyfriend
cannot commit ‘real’ rape,
involving the use or threat

" of physical violence? Or

that it is not possible 1o
have consensual sex with a
‘stranger’?

Of course not. But in her
desire to discredit the femi-
nist orthodoxy, she comes
close to endorsing the view
that rape is a crime commit-
ted only by strangers.

If personal experience of
sexual violence defines re-

lations helween men and

women, and if the domi-

nance of men over women
IS universal, then it follows
that definitions of sexual
violence must be inclusive
of all women’s experience.
Roiphe correctly rejects

~ the notion of rape as the

central mechanismof
women’s oppression, yet
fails to give any altemative
explanation. Her chief cul-
prit seems to be the attitude
of women themselves.
Roiphe accuses the rape-
crisis feminists not only of
damaging the women’s

. Sk % .-' ol
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women’s onpresslon isa
product of women’s atti-
tudes, of causing women’s
oppression by promoting a
view of women as victims.

Roiphe sees the rape-cri-
sis movement as part of
American therapy culture,
with ‘take back the night’
being ‘march as therapy’.

Yet her own view is sim-
ply the other side of self-
help — you too could be a
powerful lawyer, doctor or
execulive career woman if
only you didn’t see yourself
as a victim.

Of course women’s op-
pression is not the result of
the acceptance of the
womens’s passive status.

We cannot throw off our
shackies simply by the
power of positive thinking.

Thirty years of gains are
being eroded by the offen-
sive of right wing govern-
ments in Britainand
America. This has inevita-
bly reduced the power of
women, and divided men
and women.

Ris not, as Rmphe bhe-
lieves, that political correct-
ness, the anti-pomography
lobby and rape-crisis femi-
nism are significant causes
of the worsening position of
women. But they do pose a
danger.

For over ten years they
have been placed centre
stage of the feminist
agenda, dividing and weak-
ening the women’s move-

ment, and pushing other

issues to the sidelines.

Like Roiphe, | believe
that some feminisms are
better than others. What we

—  J
~ need is 2 mass women’s

movement which fights a//
attacks waged against
women; which doesn’t pri--
oritise the issue of sexual
violence on the spurious ba-
sis that rape is the cause,
rather than a manifesta-
tion, of women’s oppres-
sion; and one which has a
notion of sexual freedom
which includes the right to
say yes as well as the right
{o say no.

This means taking on the
dominant position of the
anti-pomography and rape-
crisis feminists. But what
we don’t need in their

alistic, ‘power’ feminism,
which says women’s op-

pression is a state of mind
and that it’s all the fault of

SMIIATH




SOCIALIST OUTLOOK No. 58 12 March 1994, Page 14

FEATURE

T .‘:"':'. x e
';$. A, %
X

Fingers in the Till — A
‘regular look at the
world of business,
compiled by Insider
Dealer.

Blind faith - or
just a blind?

LET’S START with the sad
tale of property entrepre-
neur Nazmudin Virani,

~once the Conservative

Party’s main fundraiser in
the UK Asian community
and now in the dock at the
Bank of Credit and Com-

merce International trial.

According to Mr Virani’s
barrister, Anthony Scrivener
QC, Mr Virani was ‘duped’
into signing letters that
falsely showed that his com-
panies owed loans of over
£20 miltion to BCCl.Auditors
Price Waterhouse treated the
sums concerned as BCCI as-
sets, thereby inflating the
bank’s profit figures.

Mr Virani so trusted Mo-
hammed Haque, head of
BCCI’s London property divi-
sion, that he appended his
signature without closely
studying the documents.

For the prosecution, An-
thony Hacking QC claimed
that BCCI granted Mr Virani a
£1 million loan in 1988, on
which no repayments had
heen made before the bank
collapsed three years later.

Mr Hacking told the jury:

*You will have to decide

whether the £1 million...
was a genuine loan or a
sham which may be de-

- scribed as a reward for serv-

ices provided or as a
sweetener for future co-op-
eration.’

Mr Virani was a ‘willing
and essential partner’ in the
fraud, Mr Hacking argued.
Mr Virani denies one charge
of conspiring to defraud BCCI
investors, one of theft, one
of false accounting and 11 of
furnishing false information.

The trial is expected to
last until April. Mr Haque

o
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has fled to Pakistan, which
does not have an extradition
treaty with the UK.

Where are
they now?

EVER wonder what happened
to some of the thrusting free-
market entrepreneurs you
have met in past editions of
Fingers?

Bent banker Wallace Smith
(FITT, 15 January) has been
found guilty of taking a string
of banks for £100 million, and
will be sentenced on March
23. Word is, he could be
spending up to ten years as a
guest of Her Maj, but 'l be-

" lieve it when | see it.

It emerged during the trial
that, despite the financial des-
peration that drove him to
crime, he was still able to do-
nate £12,000 to pay fora
year’s rent on the London of-
fices of the Bruges Group, the
Thatcherite anti-EC campaign.
Meanwhile, Darius Guppy
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(FITT, 1 May 1993) is appeal-
Ing against the five year sen-
tence and £533,000 fine he
received last year for staging
a bogus gems raid and then
copping £1.8 million on the in-
surance.

The good news is, he is get-
ting legal aid. The bad news
IS, the appeal judges have or-
dered him to reveal the where-
abouts of the jewels and the
proceeds of the crime. Darius,
incidentally, was the best man
at the wedding of Princess
Di’s brother.

They’ve been

quangoed
WHAT do Sarah Biffen,
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Janet Dunn, Thomas
Shephard and Sheila Tay-
lor have in common?
Well, they are all part-
time directors of NHS opt-
out trust hospitals,
picking up £5,000 a year
for their endeavours.

Anything eise? They are
all married to sitting Tory
MPs, namely John Biffen,
Robert Dunn, Gillian
Shephard and Teddy Taylor
respectively. Just fancy that.

Ms Dunn was one of five
directors recently appointed
to Dartford and Gravesham
hospital trust. Of the other
four, two are councillors and
another is chair of a local po-
litical party.

| bet you can guess their
affiliations. Other NHS non-
execs include Lord Wade of
Chorlton, joint treasurer of
the Conservative Party be-
tween 1982 and 1990.

And here is an update on
the careers of a trio of for-
mer Tory ministers. What
are Lord Barney Hayhoe Pat-
rick (now Lord) Jenkin and
lan Grist up to, now that they
no longer grace the corridors
of Westminster?

Lord H is the chair of Guys
-3t Thomas’s Hospital Trust
(presiding over the closure
of Guy’s); Lord J is chair of
the Forest Healthcare Trust,

embroiled in cash crisisin

Walitham Forest, while lan is
chair of South Glamorgan
District health Authority.
Each gent picks up a miserly

£19,285 for a three day week.

‘Splashing out

‘BUYING A Luxury Yacht’ by
Gillian Beach, is a 352-page
publication jam-packed with
‘advice and expertise on every
aspect of superyacht pur-
chase and ownership from
leading authorities around the
world’. At just £40, it is a veri-
table bargain. |

From this invaluable vol-
ume, | learned that both Lady
Ghislaine, the vessel from
which robert Maxwell went
skinny-dipping for the last
time, and My Gail lll, owned
by Gerald ‘Guiness trial’ Ron-
son, were built at the same
yard. It is currently working
on Trump Princess li on be-
half of Donald Trump, but ap-
parently you don’t have to be
a crooked businessman to
place an order.

Waste not,

want not

REMEMBER David Ashby,
the Tory MP who slept in the
same bed as a male friend
during their hols in France?

Virulently rejecting gutter
press insinuations about his
sexuality, Mr Ashby insisted
that he was motivated solely
by the desire to save a few

pennies on hotel bills.

FITT took a look at the last
available accounts for a com-
pany called Drimount Ltd,
which lists Mr Ashby as a di-
rector and shareholder.

These show annual sales
of over £3 million and profits
of £118,593, after directors’
salaries of course. Dri-
mount’s assets exceed £1.2
million, making Mr Ashby a
millionaire.

WHERE

~ Facing mass unemploy-

ment, rampant employers
equipped with savage anti-
union laws, and a war on
hard-won education,
health and welfare serv-
ices, the working class in
Britain faces a real crisis -
an avoidable crisis created
by the historic failure of its

official leadership.

Socialist Outlook exists to
fight for a new type of working
class leadership, based on the
politics of class struggle and
revolutionary socialism, to
tackle this crisis. |

The capitalist class, driven
and politically united by its own
crisis, its requirement to maxi-
mise profits at the expense of the
workers, has been given deter-
mined, vanguard leadership by a
brutal class-war Tory high com-
mand.

The Tory strategy has been to
shackle the unions with legisla-
tion, and to fragment and
weaken the resistance of the
we.rking class and oppressed, al-
lowing them to pick off isolated
sections one at a time, using the

full powers of the state.

In response, most TUC and
Labour leaders have embraced
the defeatist politics of ‘new re-
alismy’, effectively proclaiming
total surrender on every front,
while ditching any pretence that
they offer a socialist alternative.
Every retreat and concession
they have made to the employers
and the government has simply

fuelled and encouraged the of-

fensive against jobs, wages,
conditions and union rights.
New realism is the latest form
taken by the politics of refor-
mism, seeking no more than im-

~ proved conditions within the
framework of capitalist rule.

- Socialist Qutlook rejects re-
formism, not because we are
against fighting for reforms, but
because we know that the needs
of the working class — for full
employment, decent living
standards, a clean environment,
peace and democracy — can
never be achieved under capital-
Ism.

Nor, as we argued long before
the collapse of Stalinism, could
these demands ever be achieved
under the bureaucratically de-

-‘formed workers states and de-

generated USSR, whose
regimes survived only by re-
pressing their own working
class.

We are a marxist current,
based not on the brutish totali-
tarian parodies of state marxism,
nor on the tame, toothless ver-
sion of ‘marxism’ beloved by
armchair academics, but the
revolutionary tradition of Marx,

|WE STAND

Engels, Lenin and Trotsky.

Our socialist alternative is not
based on parliamentary elec-
tions or illusions of peaceful leg-
islative change. We fight to
mobilise and unleash the power
of the working class'— the over-
whelming majority of society -
to topple the corrupt and reac-
tionary rule of capital and estab-
lish its own class rule.

We struggle against fragmen-
tation by building solidarity,
working to link and unite the
various struggles of workers, the
unemployed, of women, of pen-
sioners, of the black communi-
ties and ethnic minorities, of
lesbians and gay men, of stu-
dents, of youth — and of those
fighting imperialism in Ireland
and throughout the world. So-
cialist OQutlook is above all an
internationalist current, in soli-
darity with the Trotskyist Fourth
International, which organises
co-thinkers in 40 countries
world-wide.

Unlike some other groupings
on the British left, we do not
believe a mass revolutionary
party can be built simply by pro-
claiming ourselves to be one.
Too often this degenerates into;
sectarian posturing and absten-
tion from the actual struggle tak-
ing shape within the labour
movement, playing into the
hands of the right wing. |

Nor do we believe that the de-
mands of women, black people, -
leshians and gays or the national
demands of people in Scotland
and Wales should be left to await
the outcome of a socialist revo-
lution. The oppressed must or-
ganise themselves and fight now

~around their own demands,

which are a part of the struggle
for socialism. |

But propaganda alone, how-
ever good, will not bring social-
ism. The fight for policies which
can mobilise and politically edu-
cate workers in struggle, must
be taken into the unions, the La-
bour Party and every campaign
and struggle in which workers
and the oppressed fight for their
rights.

To strengthen this fight we
press for united frontcampaigns
on key issues such as fighting
racism and fascism — in which
various left currents can work

- together for common objectives

while remaining free to debate
their differences.

If you agree with what you
see in Socifalist OQutlook,
and want to join withus in_
the struggle for socialism,
readers’ groups meet in
towns across the country.
Contact us now, get organ-
ised, and get active!
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WANT YOUR event
included?

Send details by
March 18 to
What’s

Happening?, P.O.

Box 1109, London
N4 2UU.

MARCH
Saturday 12

The new South Africa, Zim-

- babwe and the region: open fo-

rum 1pm - 4.30pm SOAS
Lecture Theatre WC1 details Di-

 ane Jeater 071 738 4495

Launch meeting ofemer-
gency line for victims of
racist and fascist attacks
and police harassment
with Unmesh Desai, Tower
Hamlets Nine Defence
Campaign and National Un-
ion of Refugees Organisa-
tions 4pm Room 8
Lambeth Town Hall SW9

Joe Giltrap plays free Frank
Johnson social 8-12pm Ken-
nedy Hall Camden Irish Centre
Murray Street NW1 Admission

£3
Tuesday 15

Start of Operation Road-
block against the M11 link
Join the national rota!
Bookings and action infor-
mation packs phone 081
958 2638

Wednesday 16

Liberation! NUS supplement
meeting 1pm - 4.30pm London

Thursday 17

Arab women speak out
about their women and fu-
ture 7pm Friends Meeting
House 173-177 Euston
Road London NW1 open
event - men weicome de-
tails: Palestine Solidarity
campaign 071 700 6192

Friday 18

Free Riaz and Qayyum! Human

~ Rights for Black Prisoners

picket the Home Office 10am-
2pm Queens Anne’s Gate SW1

Saturday 19

National demonstration
against racism in East Lon-
don called by TUC. Assem-
ble 11am Spitalfields
Market off Commercial
Street E1. Move off at 12
noon. Rally 2pm London

Fields off Mare Street ES.
Details North East: 091 490
0033 Yorks: 0532 429696
North West 051 933 6067
West Mids: 021 622 2050

'East Mids: 0602 472444

East Anglia: 0233 66795
South East: 071 636 4030
South West: 0272 506425
Wales: 0222 372345 Scot-

land: 041 322 4946

Africa: Make or Break confer-
ence with Susan George,
author The Debt Boomerang
10am - Spm South Bank Uni-
versity London details: Oxfam
071737 7967

sunday 20

The Patriot Game London
Socialist Film Co-op show-
ing 1.30pm for 2pm Con-
way Hall Red Lion Square
WC1 tickets £3.50/£2.00

“Monday 21

Bullets to Ballots: will elections
bring peace to Central Amer-
ica? Camden Nicaragua Asso-
ciation public meeting 7pm
SOAS Malet Street WC1

Wednestlay 23

Let Bosnia Live! Interna-

- tional Workers’ Aid public

meeting 7.30pm Lambeth

Town Hall Brixton
Demonstrate against fascist
councillor Beackon! picket of
Jack Dash House Marsh Wall

Tuesday 29

Tower Hamlets 6 Defence
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Campaign picket 9.30am
Thames Magistrates Court
Bow Road

Wednesday 30

Angola Emergency Campaign
Lobby of Parliament 7pm Com-
mittee room booked in the
name of Bob Hughes MP de-
tails: 071 387 6771 |

APRIL
Tuesday 5

Demonstrate against the -

Child Support ActatCSA

regional offices

Saturday 9

Communities of resistance
against racism and fascism na-
tional rally 1-5pm Pakistani
Community Centre Stockport
Road Longsight Manchester

Mon 11-Thu 14

National Union of Students
conference Winter Gardens
Biackpool

Saturday 16

Campaign Against the Child
Support Act national confer-
ence 10am-6pm Kingsway Col-
lege Sidmouth Street off Grays
Inn Road Kings Cross WC1 de-

2

A

..................
.......
...........

taiis PO Box 287 NW6 5QU

End the Blockade: Cuba
Solidarity Campaign day-
school Conway Hall Red

- Lion Square WC1

Friday 21

Campaign Against the
Arms Trade Candlelight
Concert 7.30pm |

St Martin-in-the-fields Tra-
falgar Square Tickets
£12/£9/£6 from 071 930
0089 |

Sunday 24

Mozambique Angola Commit-
tee AGM 11am - 3pm BDAF 22
The Ivories 6-8 Northampton
Street Islington N1 tube: High-
bury & Islington

Tuesday 26

Lobby of British Aerospace

- AGM Marriot Hotel Gros-

venor Square W1

Thursday 28

March to commemorate Inter-
national Workers Memorial
Day 12.00 Euston Station to
Partiament details Construction
Safety Campaign 071 537 7220

Campaign Against Hazards
In London meeting 2.30pm

10,000
students
joined
rank-and-file
march in
protest at

 grant cuts.

Four-page
Liberation!
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=1 in the next

- 6.30pm Church House
Dean’s Yard off Great
Smith Street details 071

226 5436 .
Lobby of Parliament against de-
regulation 2.30pm - 7.30pm

Sat 30

Liberation! editorial meet-

ing 11am Manchester

Leeds TUC May Day march
and rally 11.30am assemble
outside the art gallery

MAY
Wednesday 11

Angola Emergency Cam-
paign Lobby of Parliament
7pm Committee room
booked in the name of Bob
Hughes MP details: 071
387 67711

Sat 21

National free speech day -
picket your local McDonald’s
details London Greenpeace 5
Caledonian Road N1 9DX

Saturday 28

Anti Nazi League Carnival
Clapham Common London
Note new date

T
Indian jute workers take on

bosses, state, corrupt unions

By Kunal
Chattopadhyay,
ICS, Fourth
International

OVER 2,000 West Bengal
workers have occupied
the Kanoria Jute Mill
since December 1993. The
factory, at Phuleswar
near Calcutta, reopened
under workers’ control af-
ter management sus-

- pended work.

West Bengal’s jute industry
is remarkable for the massive
profits made by the owners,
the repeated, systematic and
boldly illegal cheating of the
workers’ dues, and the decades
long plea of ‘crisis’ to increase
the exploitation of workers.

The jute industry is also char-
acterised by some of the most
corrupt of untons.

Every year owners cheat
when it comes to depositing
their share of workers’ ‘Provi-
dent Fund’ (PF) social insur-
ance payments and resort to
periodic lockouts. Currently
nine jute mills are closed, in-
volving 37,000 workers. The
total amount not paid into the
PE accounts is over 809 mil-
lion rupees (around £20 mil-
lion).

The four recognised unions
at the Kanoria factory had all
agreed a plan for 166 job
losses, a higher workload, and
the financing of the company
by a daily 11 rupee deduction
from wages. To the workers
this unionism came to mean
only an added oppression as
the union leaders collected un-

1on dues, lectured on the need
for long-term struggle, and did
nothing in practice. A year ago
a majority of workers joined
the Sangrami Sramik Union

- (Militant Workers Union). In

November the union called a
one-day strike as management
had not paid the House Rent
Allowance.

Occupied

Workers occupied the fac-
tory after management
threated to suspend produc-
tion, in the face of hostility
from the stalinist ‘Communist’
Party of India, whose Bengali
daily Ganashakti called exem-
plary solidarity action by peo-
ple from 87 surrounding
villages “picnicking”. But over
50 trade unions and many es-
tablished left activists, includ-

ing veteran CPI leader Hiren-
dranath Mukerkee, came for-
ward in support of the
occupation.

Already the occupation has
made a permanent mark in the
West Bengal. A High Court
ruling stopping workers from
producing and selling has
shown the class nature of the
legal system to many.

While the Kanoria struggle
is in full swing, other strug-
gles are preparing. Both moral
and material support are
needed from trade unions, po-
litical organisations and mass
organisations world wide.
Send contributions and solidar-
ity messages to Secretary, San-
grami Sramik Union, Sijberia,
Phuleswar, Howrah, West
Bengal, India or to Abhijit
Roy, 6/9 Bijoygarh, Calcutta -
700032, India.

issue of
Socialist

. 1 Outlook

explain
socialist
strategy to
defend
student
rights and
their union
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By Geoff Ryan

The American and German
sponsored Croat-Muslim
Federation is not a change
in imperialist policy: it is
simply a new form of parti-
tion. In some ways it is the
worst solution sinceitin-
cludes just over half of Bos-
nia: Bosnian Serbs control
49%. The federation would
be linked in a looser confed-

eration to Croatia.

The deal has been made pos-
sibie by pressure, sweetened
with promises of massive aid,
on Tudjman to force himto
choose between an alliance
with Izetbegovic or Miloevic.

John Major made it clear
jast week that the role of the
US government should be o
lean on Izethegovic to get him
to make whatever concessions
are needed. Boris Yeltsin has
also been allowed in on the
act, to pressurise MiloSevic.

hould newspapers take sides? |

the United States, France, Australia - but our sub-
scribers got them first. l
And as a special offer for those who subscribe by
direct debit, a combined subscription with Interna—l
tional VleWpomt costs just £25! I

Sub‘scriptlon rates

For one year - 24 issues: Surface rate Bntaml

£17: rest of the world £22. Air mail: Australasia,
Japan, China £38, rest of the world £30. I
~ For six months - 12 issues: Surface rate: Britain

- £9: rest of the world £12. Air mail: AustraIaSta

- Japan, China £20, rest of the world £16.
Make cheques payable to Socialist Outiook Fund. I

Address

Iworld’s best selling marxist fortnightly.
Subscribing gives you more than high qual-

||ty news and analysis.
theory+practice, our occasional m-depth review,

gand Liberation!, the red, green and feminist youth  post Code

quarterly, add to excellent international and labour
movement coverage that we are well known for.
Over the last year our articles have been repub-

lished in Spain, Denmark, New Zealand, Germany,
P PN NN NS BN T — S u

rinted By {Imntk’xess.ﬁ enbeidga, P

0 Send me a direct debit form for the £25 Intér-

national Viewpoint-Socialist Outlook joint offer.
Send to: Subs PO Box1109 London N4 2UU.
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Russian troops are the guar-
antors of partition acceptable

to Serbia.

Since both Tudjman and

MiloSevic are being offered con-

siderahly more than they could

win on the battiefield they will

not need too much persuading.
We are still a long way from

~ a peaceful settlement. There is

no guaranteed right for people
to return to their homes. In-
deed the proposed ‘cantons’
make such a right highly un-
likely since they will be de
facto ethnically based, what-
ever the promises in New York.
Internal battles inside all
three communities are likely,

as well as between nationalist

forces and those defending a
multi-national Bosnia. Former

President of Herceg-Bosna

Mate Boban was removed by

Tudjman to make this deal pos-

sible but his Herzegovinian sup-
porters may well reject
federation with Muslims.

Moreover the fascist HOS
has been in favour of maintain-
ing a unitary Bosnian state - so
that the whole of Bosnia could
be swallowed up by Croatia!

Fears of the consequences
of the deal have already been
voiced by Serbs in the Croatian
Krajina who believe that they
will be abandoned by
MiloSevic.

The Croat-Muslim federation
would cut off their supply
routes from Serbia, while Tud-
jman has stated he will only al-

‘low UN forces to remain in

Croatia if he is allowed control
over Serb areas. |

Since Serb gunners continue
to shell Bihac from inside the

United Nations Protected Areas

in Croatia any peace deal
would depend on disarming
them. Whether done by Tud-
jman or the UN it would be re-
sisted by the Krajina Serbs,
increasing the difficulties of

- MiloSevic whose authority

amongst the Serbs of Croatia is
under challenge.

Serhs who fought inside the

Bosnian Armija or stayed in the
cities to defend a multi-na-
tional state will now come un-
der pressure from all sides
since their position in a Croat-
Muslim state is far from clear -

particularly a federation linked

to Croatia.

The fundamentalist minority
of Muslims will obviously op-
pose the deal since it removes
the possibility of an Islamic
state in any form. But it is also
far from clear that many Mus-
lims would want to live in a di-

vided Bosnia in which they

would be under constant threat
of annexation by Tudjman.

The imperialists know that
the imposition of ‘peace’ is not
going to be easy. That is why
General Rose is demanding
more troops. But we should be
under no illusions what the role
of thase troops will be: the par-
tition of Bosnia by whatever
means necessary.

IWA Video now available
From Timex to Tuzla

This unique video of the joumey of the International

Workers Aid convoy - from the Timex plant in Dundee,

through Europe to the beseiged city of Tuzla -is a
unigue record of international solidarity with Bosnia.
The 45-minute film includes campaigners raising the
qid, the confrontation with the UN in Zagreb and a

host of interviews carried out in Tuzla.

For your copy send a donation of £30 or more 1o

International Workers Aid, 12-14 Thornton Street-
London SW9 0BL. Tel 071 978 8622.

By Tdosare Lid, PO Box 1109, London B4 2L Copynalz
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