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RUSSIA: western

plans go awry

SOUTH AFRICA: WOSA
puts down a marker

FRENCH youth fight pay cuts.
STUDENT unions in crisis

BOSNIA: New convoy to Tuzla
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ALL OVER Britain the Tory NHS reforms
are driving hospitals into crisis and closure.

uy’s Hospital in London is just the
highest profile victim of a wave of closures
now also threatening Birmingham,
Newcastle, Manchester, Sheffield,
Liverpool,Bristol, Cardiff, Glasgow,
Edinburgh, and other cities.

cven where hospitals stay open, cash for
routine treatment is running out. In
Redbridge and Waltham Forest in north
east London, there is no money to buy any
waiting list treatment at all for local people
during 1994-5. Local Trust hospitals have
been plunged into financial crisis.

Health workers are fighting back. At Guy’s.
unions have linked with consultants and
yith the local community to build a joint
campaign.

But unions have been painfully slow to act.
despite the threat to thousands of jobs.
The fight must be stepped up, with strikes
and occupations called where necessary to
defend threatened beds and wards.

Time is running out. Get active. Defend
our NHS!
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Jailed
asylum
seekers
protest

AT THIS moment,
hundreds of people
seeking political asylum
are on hunger strike in
Home office ‘detention
centres’ and other

prisons in England.

On Friday 11 March
some 130 joined about ten
already on hunger strike
since the previous Monday
at Campsfield House, the
new 200-place detention
centre at Kidlington, Ox-
tord run by Group 4.

About 70 are on strike at
Haslar prison, Portsmouth.
Almost all are from Africa
and Asia. They have heen -
held for months - some
over a year — without
charge or time {imit, on the
decision of individual immi-
gration officers.

' They demand to he free
while their asylum applica-
tions are considered.

The government is trying
to break the sirike by mov-
ing strikers from prison to
prison, by threats of depor-
tation and confining them
to their rooms. |

Detainees are suppos-
| edly allowed free associa-

tion. But they report
force-feeding and other vio-
lence by immigration offi-
cers and Group 4 men.
Campsfield and Har-
mondsworth are profit-mak-
ing enterprises.

Three times as many
asylum seekers, 720 last
month, are being detained
than a year ago.

It is part of an agree-
ment made in secret by
Europe’s governments.

Labour’s Graham Allen
MP has cailed for an in-
guiry. Instead he should
call to end to all immigra-
tion laws and detention
centres.

B CLOSE CAMPSFIELD
demonstration,
Saturday June 4,
Kidlington. near Oxford.

Build on TUC

By Nigel Fisher
and Charlie
Langford

THE MARCH 19 TUC dem-
onstration in Tower Hamlets
shows the way forward for

the anti-racist movement.
With 60,000 people and
countless trade union banners it
was a magnificent show of soli-
darity with the black community
of the East End. The fascists of
the BNP and racists generally
have had notice served on them
that they will meet a united re-

'sponse from the trade union and

anti-racist movement,
Anti-racists are still con-

fronted with a huge struggle to

combat racism in all its guises.

The immigration laws jail
asylum seekers or prevent them
from escaping from oppression.
The police still criminalise black
youth. - |

Racists are still attacking
black people on the street and in
their homes. Black people still
face discrimination in housing,
education and jobs. They suffer
the worst of the bosses onslaught
whilst at the same time are made
the scapegoats for the crisis the
bosses have created.

It is now far easier to take up
anti-racism within trade unions,
and to challenge the inbuilt ra-
cism of the labour movement.
With lIabour movement input, it
will be far harder for the petty
sectarians of the ANL and ARA
to feud about primacy in the
movement. |

It is now important to keep up
the momentum. In May and June
there will be local and Euro elec-
tions. The Tories are likely to do
badly in both. We need to turn
the anti-Tory mood into an effec-
tive fight. The only way to do this
1s to support the Labour Party.

Of course the trade union
leaders will want to control and
divert anti-racist activity, but last
Saturday’s demonstration was
by trade union members rather

their leadership.

This needs to be built upon to
ensure a movement based on the
activity of rank and file trade un-
ionists and anti-racists is created.

Breeding ground

Anti-racists and trade union-
ists must put pressure on the
trade union leaders and Labour
Party for policies which really

combat the decaying social con-

ditions which are a breeding
ground for racism and fascism.

Creating new criminal of-
fences is not the way to defeat
racism. Using violence for what-
ever reason 1s already a criminal
offence. -

The problem 1s that the police
force and the courts are thor-
oughly racist. What we need 1s
labour movement solidarity with
all those who defend themselves
from racist attacks.

The Liberals run Tower Ham-

lets council — a council which

refused the TUC demo permis-
sion to meet or disperse from
council property in the borough.

The Tuesday before it also
similarly harassed an NUT demo
against racist cuts in section 11
funding (for specific educational
provision for school students
who do not have English as a first
language).

The ruling Liberal councillors
have been under (totally ineffec-
tive) investigation for racism by
the national Liberal party since
the election of a BNP councillor
in the Isle of Dogs last October.

The disgrace of Tower Ham-
lets council shows why the Lib-
erals will never be able to combat
racism effectively. The TUC was
right not to permit Paddy Ash-
down to address the demonstra-

What we need is

labour movement
solidarity with all

those who defend
themselves from

racist attacks.

demonstration!

tion.

There is a fascist grouping
within the European parliament.
The BNP have an ambition to
become the British wing of that
grouping. So far they have been
prevented mainly by the British
Tories being so right-wing that

there is little political space fora

fascist party to operate.

With the downturn in Tory
fortunes that factor is now less
powerful and it is likely that we

will see a major push by the BNP ioyea

in the forthcoming elections.
Tory policies have opened the
way for racism and for the fas-
“cists. The situation in Bosnia
shows where this road leads.
This makes the actions of the

Labour Party and trade unions
critical.

They need to throw their full
weight into the fight against ra-
cism and fascism. |

They need to lead the fight for
full employment, decent pay for
all, proper housing, education
and healthcare. There 1s no alter-
native.

by Graham

Smaliwood

At the recent AGM of Leeds
Campaign group the initiative
was taken, at the suggestion
of Socialist Outlook and So-
cialist Organiser supporters
to organise a public meeting
to co-ordinate activities
around the March 19 TUC
demonstration.

The public meeting, although
relatively small represented a
significant step forward.

Activists from the ARA, ANL,
YRE and AFA along with social-
ists and trade unionists dis-
cussed the best ways of building

the demonstration and working
together tocally.

Between 20 and 30 activists,
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Unity in Leeds

from the different campaigns,
came together to distribute
thousands of leaflets. It is hoped
that after the demonstration we

can continue to work together
~and perhaps establish a more
permanent framework.

Pulling out

“Unfortunately after contribut-
ing to the first meeting the SWP
seem to have taken the decision
to pull out of any joint activities.

At a recent SWP public meet-
ing on racism with Tony Cliff
Socialist Outlook and Socialist
Organiser supporters were told
they would not be allowed into
the meeting. |

It is hoped that the local SWP

' branch change their attitude and

play a positive part in the joint
fight against racism and fas-
cism.
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Stop TUC

“collaboration
with Tories!
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5,000 SHEFFIELD council workers
have given a good example of how to

fight the Tory anti-union laws.

Confronted with a choice of more
wage cuts or massive redundancies at the
hands of a Labour council which last year
slashed their pay, they held an angry
2,500-strong meeting — and voted there

‘and then for a one-day strike.

Officially disowned by union officials
petrified that they might see their funds
sequestered under the draconian Tory
anti-unton laws, strikers produced a defi-
ant leaflet slamming those Labour coun-
cillors who had denounced their strike as
illegal:

“The decision of a members’ meeting
of over 2,000 people on March 8 may be
contrary to the Tories’ anti union legisla-
tion — so what?

“We will not passively accept a dete-
rioration in council service.”

This show of defiance follows the un-
official strikes by three branches of the
college lecturers’ union NATFHE, after
Appeal Court judges had ruled that the
union’s ballot and March 1 strike call
were unlawful.

Longer hours '

The NATFHE action was called to
oppose brutal new contracts to take effect
trom April 1, imposing longer hours, re-
- duced holidays and ‘flexible’ working. In
other words, the anti-union laws are now
being used in earnest for their prime pur-
pose — driving down the pay and condi-
tions of the working class.

Already successive waves of legisla-
‘tion have outlawed solidarity action and
mass picketing, leaving strikes like Burn-
salls isolated, and been used to sequester
- the entire assets of the NUM. But now an
even more comprehenstve net of legisla-
tion threatens to ensnare unions, aimed at
preventing strikes ever being called.

The NATFHE leaders, disregarding
their own 62% ballot vote for action,
“meekly buckled before the court threats,
it 1s becoming increasingly clear that de-
fiance of the law is ultimately the only
answer.,

Lambeth call to defend

LAMBETH Trades Council
has called a conference for
- April 23 arising from the
NATFHE judgement.

Under the slogan ‘Fight for
the Right to Strike’, the confer-
ence seeks to bring together
as many trade unionists as
possible from across London
to debate the way forward.

As the promotional leaflet
points out:
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“According to the Tory
judges, if a union’s member-
ship details have more than
ten inaccuracies, then any bal-
lot is unlawful.

Under these conditions,
strike action is virtually impos-
sible, and now that the gov-
ernment is funding any Tom
Dick or Harry’s court action
against such ‘unlawiul ac-
tions’, no trade union or shop
floor activist is safe from the

>
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The legislation is almost impossible
for unions to comply with. According to
the Court of Appeal, the ballot stepped
outside the rules by failing to notify col-
lege bosses of the individual names of
every union member entitled to vote. One
judge said the union records must be
accurate to “within the number of fingers

on two hands”.
But NATFHE has 50,000 members.

There 1s scarcely a union in the country,

other than a minority in workplaces
where all members pay contributions by

check-off, which could not fall foul of
‘this ruling, no matter how big the major-

ity vote for action or how democratic the

‘ballot.

These latest obstacles to the right to
strike follow on the new laws which

-oblige union members to ‘sign up’ every

three years for direct deduction of contri-
butions (the DOCAS system), while al-

lowing employers to refuse this facility.

- Pulling out

Already some unions are facing mas-
sive loss of membership as a result, with
increasing numbers of employers, in-
cluding NHS Trusts, announcing that
they will pull out of DOCAS.

The trust of Tory policy has always
been quite explicit — to smash unions and
drive down wages. Kenneth Clarke at the
recent G7 meeting in Chicago boasted

courts.”

fighting back.
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Speakers will include a
rank and file activist involved
in the unofficial Tube strikes.
Credentials £1 from TURC,
12/14 Thornton St, London
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that the comerstone of Tory hopes of
economic recovery was ‘deregulation’ —

‘imposing legal shackles on unions while

encouraging employers to smash through
any remaining legislative protection for
workers. British anti- union laws are
more draconian than in almost any mod-
ern bourgeois democracy.

~ Wages councils

Major’s gang have scrapped the wages
councils which once guaranteed mini-
muim pay to the most exploited; they have
only just been overruled by the courts
after years of opposing equal pay for
part-time staff; and they are now at log-
gerheads with the European Union over
their opposition to restrictions on child
labour and the hours worked by school-
age teenagers. |
. Ignoring all these facts, the TUC
which has retreated down the line since
the first anti-union laws in 1980, clings
on the the belief that there is some mil
age in talks with the Tories. |

On March 3, Treasury Minister
Stephen Dorrell was welcomed into Con-
gress House to speak to 300 union leaders
and reps, spelling out his insistence that
any public sector pay rises had to be
earned through job-cutting ‘efficiency’.
He has been invited to address civil serv-
ice unions on March 22.

On March 9, Liberal Democrat cam-

The conference, scheduled p3 % -

for 9.30am to 1pm on Satur- ‘ e
day April 23, will discussthe |
legal implications of the new §i
situation and debate waysof |

als
b
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paigns organiser Des Wilson was ap-
pomnted as the head of campaigning for

the TUC. The next day, TUC leader John

Monks was invited by Tory ministers to
join talks on how to restore shattered
trade links with Malaysia.

Spotting more signs of weakness, on
March 17 Employment Secretary David
Hunt made what BBC commentators de-
scribed as a ‘conciliatory’ speech wel-
coming the TUC’s recent reorganisation
and offering a ‘window of opportunity’
for unions to play a positive role in the
success of British industry.

Like Dorrell, Hunt tempered his few
words of ‘conciliation’ — the pledge that
there will be no new anti-union laws be-
fore this parliament — with arrogant de-
mands that the unions break their links
with the Labour Party and ‘leave political
posturing behind’. |

Union branches, regions and this sum-

mer’s conferences must give a prompt

and unequivocal answer: they must back
the example of the Sheffield council
workers, and demand the unions break
off all talks and collaboration with the
Tories, which does nothing but
strengthen the employers.

- Instead unions should synchronise and

mobilise their campaigns and mass action

to defy and break the Tory laws.
Public sector unions must band to-

- gether in a fighting alliance to mash the

pay freeze and defend the welfare state.

Coordinate

The Socialist Movement Trade Union
Committee, which has consistently cam-

paigned to unshackle the unions, can play

a leading role in coordinating the efforts
of the left at this summer’s conferences.
Its April 9 steering committee should

- map out plans to pile pressure on to the

collaborationist union bureaucrats.

With threats of redundancy running
from top to bottom through every indus-
try — including retail, banks and even
telecom management — there can be no
peace or security for workers or their
unions until this hated, discredited,
authoritarian government is defeated.
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By Dave Osler

THE ROW sparked off when
the shadow Chancellor, Gor-
don Brown, claimed that La-
bour’s recent policy
statement, Financing Infra-
structure Investment: Promot-
ing a Partnership Between

Public and Private Finance

(FII), had ‘stolen a march on
the Tories" provided journal-
1sts with rather sexier copy

than the contents did.

It’s a dull subject, perhaps.
Yet Britain 1s crying out for in-
frastructural renewal. Some
5,000 miles of primary roads are
in urgent need of repair.

One sewer pipe in six is more
than 100 years old. If something
1s not done soon, we could quite

literally end up in the brown

stuff. So what is Labour saying?
The document, co-authored
by Brown, employment spokes-
man John Prescott and trade and
industry spokesman Robin
Cook, is poorly presented and
hardly racy reading. |
Its basic proposition is that as
long as any given item of infra-
structure 1s up and running, who
gives a toss who paid for it?
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Co-author John Hescott

“* labour has always based its
economic thinking on what used
to be called the mixed economy.
Prescott developed similar
themes for British Rail during
his stint at transport, with little
ideological flack from the Left.
Labour Keynesians such as
Roger Berry find both good and
bad in the document.

Infrastructure

For their part, the Conserva-
tives have no qualms whatso-
ever about funding major
infrastructural projects, pro-
vided they are in Malaysia and
that there’s a nice little drink in
it for their business buddies.

Even the Bolsheviks’ New

Fighting for

PLANS for the Socialist
Campaign Group Network
(SCGN) conference ‘Fight-
ing for Full Employment -
Socialist Policies for the
21st Century’ are well un-
derway after the meeting
of the National Forum on

March 20.

The conference will be
held at Manchester Town Hall
on June 11 between 11am
and 5.30pm and will open

fascism; the international con-
text; arms conversion and
public ownership; the welfare
state and the trade unions.

The workshops will be fol-
lowed by the final plenary
session which will take report
backs and voting on resolu-
tions.

The national forum also
discussed model resolutions
it will be promoting for La-
bour Party conference.

The SCGN will prioritise

- —

Tory Treasury guru _Bo

Economic Policy conceded the
role of private capital in the
process of socialist construc-
tion. So 1s FII revisionism run
‘rampant or just plain common
sense?

As Prescott rightly remarked,
the document is about account-
ancy, not socialism. Socialists
can be forgiven for asking, why
bother with the Labour Party
when you could join the Insti-
tute of Chartered Accountants
instead?

To secure for the workers, by
hand or by brain, a 49 per cent
stake 1n the Chipping Sodbury
by-pass is now the cutting edge
of Labour’s proposals for mak-
ing good the disrepair wrought
by 15 years of free market van-

The forum also passed two
emergency resolutions. The
first regretted the recent re-
fusal of some Labour MPs to
vote for an equal age of con-
sent at 16 for gay men in line
with current party policy.

It heavily criticised Cam-
paign Group members Bob
Cryer and Bob Parry for their
failure to vote for 16.

The second motion con-
demned the TUC for inviting
Treasury Minister, Stephen
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Labour Iacked even the courage 1o pledge a repeal of Tory VAT on fuel let alone socialist pohc:es

dalism.

While the Tory Right has
tried to paint FII as ‘a new dis-
guise for sin’, the Tory Left
pointedly welcomed it in princi-
ple.

Reaction from the private
sector, from the Federation of
Civil Engineering Contractors
to Alistair Morton, chairman of
both Eurotunnel and the govern-
ment’s Private Finance Initia-
tive, has also
overwhelmingly favourable.

There is more than a grain of
truth in Liberal Democrat
claims that it is now difficult to
slip a treasury bond between the
two major parties on the ques-
tion.

Even from a social demo-
cratic rather than a Marxist light,
Labour’s latest thinking is
astonishingly timid given the
scale of the task at hand.

FII seems to accept the cur-
rent level of public sector invest-
ment as given. Yet in other
places it rightly points out that
the public Sector Borrowing Re-
quirement is an accountancy fic-
tion virtually unknown in other
countries.

Borrowing

If governments can always
borrow more cheaply than pri-
vate companies, as FII rightly
points out, why doesn’t Labour
put its cards on the table and say
it will increase government bor-
rowing to fund essential invest-
ments?

The probable answer is the

treasury team’s ingrained fear of
allowing the media to brand La-

‘bour’s plans as ‘tax and spend’.

full employment

been

Many on the Left are worried
about one sentence in particular:
‘We also see a limited applica-
tion in the provision of private
finance for publicly led projects
in education and health.’

What the advantages are,
other than bolstering-the party’s
private enterprise credentials,
are not spelt out.

Nor are some of the draw-
backs of private sector involve-
ment. Private companies can
and so go bust, especially under
a Government hell-bent on en-
suring a recession a decade.

The extension of London un-
derground’s Jubilee Line to
Docklands was made condi-
tional of £400 million funding
from Olympia and York, devel-
opers of Canary Wharf. Their
spectacular bankruptcy put the
project back years.

But probably the most impor-
tant criticism of FII is that 1t is
devoid of macroeconomic con-
text.

Instead of drawing up an 1so-
lated check-list, plans for re-

building Britain’s crumbling -

infrastructure should form part
of a socialist government’s
wider strategy for generating
full employment. The big pic-
ture has clearly not been thought
through.

And if Labour sticks to its
guns and enforces health and
safety standards and the right to
trade union recognition on Brit-
ain’s building sites, let alone try
to extend social ownership, it
may find that the traditionally
Tory civil engineering and con-
struction firms are not so
friendly after all.

.........

Campa gn Group MP Jeremy Corbyn prepares to show the ﬂag

the slate in June and July.
H Details of the confer-

ence, model resolutions and

information about the net-

with a plenary session setting
the agenda for the day.

There will then be five con-
current workshops on unem-

for the Campaign Group slate
for the NEC to have a ciear po-
litical platform and will be
discussing this with the MPs.

Dorrell to meet with them.
SCGN members in the trade
unions will be taking this
emergency resolution to this

resolutions on full employ-
ment, youth rights, the Child
Suppont Act, public owner-
ship, universal benefits and

ployment and strategies for the Labour Campaign for Les-  round of trade union confer- The forum called on net- work from
full employment and the fol- bian and Gay Rights resolu- ences. work members to plan meet-  SCGN, 3 Blades House,
lowing: the rise of racism and tion.  The forum declded to push ‘"9 and rallies in S“PPQ",O! ..., Kennington London SE11.
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' Red féces In Redbridge as
thousands join the queue

By John Lister,

London Health
Emergency

WAITING list NHS treat-
ment for over 300,000 resi-
dents of north east London
will grind to a halt in April,
as the Redbridge and
Waltham Forest health

authority runs out of money.

The crisis situation spells out
the desperate plight of some
health authorities under the To-
ries’ crazy market system.

The authority faces an end of
year deficit of up to £6 million,
with a further reduction in its
. budget for 1994/5 and in follow-
- ing years as a result of the Tory
health reforms.

Emergencies

The only contracts health
chiefs will place for 1994-5 will
be for emergencies, maternity,
urgent cases, and treating those
waiting over 18 months.

Rocketing _

There will be no elective ad-
missions to Whipps Cross or the
new £70 million King George
Hospital at Goodmayes. Wait-
ing lists at King George’s,
which rose 38% in the three
months to last November, will
rocket upwards.

The cuts mean that Redbridge
Healthcare Trust which runs
King George’s faces a worse fi-
nancial crisis, with a projected
£2.5 million deficit next year.

Already the Trust has axed 35
jobs to save £600,000. Further
cuts seem inevitable.
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To add insult to injury, Red-
bridge residents could find that
while they face a minimum 12
month wait for elective admis-
sion to their brand new local
hospital, patients from neigh-
bouring Barking & Havering
could be admitted before them,
because their health authority
has just increased its contract
with the Redbridge Trust.

Unions at King George’s
have already begun to organise
a campaign of resistance to any
further cuts, while Whipps
Cross has seen consistent strug-
gle against repeated cutbacks by
the crisis- ridden Forest Health-
care Trust.

I
Case exposes collapse
of mental health care

THE BLINKERED
determination of ministers
and NHS chiefs to push
through massive bed
closures in London’s
psychiatric hospitals has
opened the door to

disaster.

The publication of the in-
quiry report on the tragic case
of discharged schizophrenic
Christopher Clunis, who
stabbed a man to death on a
tube platform in December
1992, revealed not only a
catalogue of failure by five dif-
ferent agencies, but a com-
plete absence of any overall
control or chain of responsibil-
ity to ensure that community
care can work.

No matter how many high-
sounding ‘guidelines’ may be
published in response to dis-
asters, the system that has
emerged is a total shambles.

There is no individual or
body with the authority to
compel cash- strapped local
health Trusts, purchasing
authorities, social services
and relevant voluntary groups
{0 sit down and plan out a
comprehensive service.

Instead each of them tends
to seek to balance its books at
the expense of the other, leav-
ing the police to tackle the
problems that can arise when
a potentially violent patient is
left without care or support.
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While the holes in district-
level provision are big
enough, there is no London-
wide strategy for community
care: instead councils
throughout the capital have
been left without the cash to
create a proper infrastructure
of day care and other commu-
nity-based services for people
with mental illness.

The government in 1988
specifically rejected recom-
mendations from Mrs
Thatcher’s advisor Sir Roy
Griffiths that there should be
a minister for Community
Care.

Dodging blame

But Bottomley has aiso re-
fused to accept responsibilily
for the collapse of the frag-
mented and under-resourced
system her government has
put in place, attempting to
shuffie off the blame onto un-
der-funded boroughs.

The inquiry report called
for an increase in provision of
acute mental iliness beds, of
which there is a dire and
chronic shortage in inner Lon-
don, and more secure units
for the treatment of severely
disturbed patients.

Even the Tomlinson Re-
port, proposing drastic cuts in
medical and surgical hospital
beds, called 18 months ago
for an urgent review of the
adequacy of provision of

acute psychiatric admission
beds. This has been ignored.
Instead all Bottomiey now
offers is another £10m for pro-
vision of community-based
services.
London Health Emergency

- has consistently exposed the

lack of proper community-
based psychiatric services to
replace the thousands of men-
tal health beds closed since
1984, and warned of the pres-
sure on acute mental illness
beds in the capital.

information Director John
Lister called for an immediate
injection of cash to tackle the
problem. He said:

“It is a scandal that it takes
a tragedy like this to gain at-
tention for the neglect of men-
fal health services, and the
collapse of the so-called com-
munity care policy. Psychiat-
ric wards all over inner
London are bursting at the
seams, with many showing
beds more than 100% occu-
pied.

“Even now the government
is throwing £6 million into
subsidising new voluntary sec-
tor schemes designed to
close down 150 more mental
health beds in London, while
as this report shows there are
already foo few psychiatric
beds to meet the needs of des-
perately ill patients. Immedi-
ate action is needed to stop
further suffering.”

T e sodenTeierr i vaicrm o © O T ot e i e ot = T Mgt Pl

How greedy GP
fundholders
hold on to funds

585 fundholding family doctors are expected to share out 2
surplus of £28 million of the cash allocated to them for patient

care last year.

This is the amount left unspent, after an expected £4 million is
returned to regional health authorities, according to figures obtained

by Darlington MP Alan Milburn.

The government has no
power to demand repay-
ment of unspent surpluses
— aithough health minis-
ters insist that the money
cannot be pocketed by the
doctors themselves, and
‘has to be spent on their
practises.

This vast pool of spare
cash has rapidly in-
creased.

Rip-off

The region facing the
biggest rip-off is NE Thames,
where the average fund-holding
GP clung on to more than £1 of
every £6 allocated — a cool
£77,000 per doctor.

These figures fuel growing
criticism of the controversial
system, which gives fundhold-
ing GPs a much more generous
budget per patient than given to
District Health Authorities, but
follows this up with only minimal
monitoring of their performance.

Given the present heaith care costs, Mr Frampton,
I'm alra:«d you can't atford to go on living.

Questions are being asked in

some regions about the appar-
ent link between vast under-
spending by fundholders and the
rapid increase in numbers of
fundholders’ patients admitted
to hospitals as emergencies.

Emergencies bill

Health authorities are re-
quired to pick up the bill for all
residents who receive emer-
gency hospital care, while fund-
holders are supposed to pay
from their budgets for elective
treatment.

The West Midlands Health
Monitoring Unit points out that
Coventry DHA saw a massive
19% increase in emergency ad-
missions from fundholders’ pa-
tients in the first year of the
scheme, against an increase of
just 6.5% from non-fundhold-

- ers. By contrast elective admis-

sions from fundholders
decreased by over 13%, com-
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pared with 2% from non-fund-

holders. |

Of course the more publicised
aspect of fundholding is the
emergence of a ‘two tier’ service
within the NHS, with GPs using
their purchasing power to force
local Trusts to give preferential
treatment to their patients,
ahead of others in the queue.

Fast-track

A recent BMA survey of 173
hospitals showed that 73 of
them were offering preferential
services to fundholders’ pa-
tients: 41 were offering ‘fast-

- track’, more rapid admission.

But this claimed ‘advantage’
for the patients of fund-holders
could soon be wiped out by gov-
ernment proposals to make af/
GPs fundholders.

Precisely how such a chaotic
system could operate alongside
District Health Authorities, and
with every fundholder trying to
score an advantage over every
other, has not been explained.

Not everyone can jump the
queue at once!

For a FREE copy of
Health Emergency
.. -hewspaper. send 25p
stamp and your name
and address to LHE. 446,
Uxbridge Rd. London
W12 ONS

oy T
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UNISON Local Government Conference

- gloom

TRADE UNION NEWS

By Doug Thorpe

Islington UNISON
‘A’ Branch

DELEGATES attending the
first local government con-
ference of UNISON on
March 4 could be forgiven
for feeling like extras on a

film set.

National paid officials
clearly saw the conference
more as a cross between an ex-
ercise in crowd control and a

sound check rather than a pol-

icy making meeting.

This was the first significant
national conference in UNI-
SON since the merger of
NALGO, NUPE and COHSE.
To ex-NALGO delegates the
differences quickly became ap-
parent.

There were far fewer paper
sellers outside the doors reflect-
ing the reduction in numbers of
delegates from left organisa-
tions. Inside there was much
more rigid control , no stalls
from political groups, and no
leafletting allowed.

Even requests for printing or
distribution had to be approved
by the standing orders commat-
tee under the “guidance” of the
ubiquitous Roger Poole, whom
many of us had last seen on our
television screens selling out
the ambulance workers a few
years ago.

It wasn’t long before cracks
began to appear in the veneer of
efficiency. Towards the end of
the first day the management of
proceedings degenerated mto
farce as it became apparent that
the voting figures allocated to
branches bore norelationship to
real membership. |

Delegates poured up to the
rostrum to protest at wrong fig-
ures, as much as 2,000 votes out
in one branch, and the confer-
ence had to be adjourned in the
middle of the first card vote.

The next day officials

r--mmm
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Why we d

- By Geoff Ryan, 48pp

Send £2.10p (inc p&p) to Socialist Outlook,
PO Box 1109, London N4 200

brazened it out and insisted the
numbers could not be changed.
The results of subsequent card
votes, particularly the closer
ones including an ammend-
ment deleting the call for a na-
tional ballot for a one day strike,

were clearly of questionable va-

lidity.

The key debate over cuts and
the pay freeze took place on the
second day. Service Group Ex-
ecutive (SGE) succeeded in de-
feating any and all proposals
for specific national strike ac-

tion over cuts, privatisation or
the pay freeze.

On the devastation of local
government by cuts and Com-
pulsory Competitive Tender-
ing, all the SGE had to offer was
the usual balloon-waving cam-
paigning.

While they made much of
their support for a Day of Ac-
(n they resolutely opposed
and defeated a proposal for a
national strike on this day
(whenever it 1s, they couldn’t
give a date).

Promising
- signs in the

~ lesser

They said this would
be illegal and , as Morn-
ing Star supporter Judy
Cotter said for the SGE,
“a kamikaze action that
would destroy our un-
ion.”

If the executive were
bereft of 1deas the chal-
lenge from the left was
not particularly sharp either.
Speeches were not well made
and showed some confusion.

There were some promising
signs amongst the gloom. Al-
though the bureaucracy won all
the crucial votes their margin
of victory was small. The pro-
posal for a national one day
strike got 47% of the vote on a
card vote.

On the final day the Execu-
tive lost a number of votes over
issues and the left
showed some organisation ,
successfully moving the
agenda along to reach motions

“that had been put at the end of
the agenda by the standing or-

ders committee in the hope that
they would not be reached.
One of these motions which

o R
v

was carried calls on the NEC
and political fund conference to
consider removing sponsorship
from UNISON sponsored La-
bour MPs (ie David Blunkett)
who did not vote for the age of
consent to be lowered to 16 for
gay men.

Organise

The crucial issue for the left
is still the need for organisation.
A fringe meeting called under
the heading ‘Building a Fight-
back’ was sponsored by 25
branches and showed a militant
spirit that was absent from the
conference itself.

The organisers (SWP) have
promised a recall meeting for
sponsoring branches but it is
not clear whether they can be

T G
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Jobs and services under threat — but UNIISON chiefs are scared of strikes

persuaded of the need for an
ongoing, democratic structure
as opposed to a series of ad hoc
meetings called by them.

The other strand of organisa-
tion is through a number of re-
gional caucuses that have
formed, most notably the North
East Broad Left and the London
CFDU.

The London CFDU, is sup-
porting an initiative to co-ordi-
nate the regional caucuses at a
national level.

Both of these initiatives are
welcome and preferably can be
drawn together to form one na-
tional left organisation.

For this to happen trust needs
to be built and and past antago-
nisms overcome.

This can only be done on the
basis of democratic structures.

Women’s TUC sees light on

Tory Child Support Act

By an NCU
delegate

IN A MOOD of defiance at this

year's Women’s TUC, dele-

gates decided now is thetime
to fight against the Tories at-
tack on single mothers and to
build the campaign for the re-
peal of the Child Support Act
(CSA).

in a very powerful speech

Just Out!

New and updated edition of

MAGEDDON IN

EUROPE
efend multi-ethnic

L---—---------—--J

Audrey Wise MP, president of
the Union of Shop, Distributive
and Allied Workers (USDAW)
moved the motion on the CSA.
It confirmed ‘total opposition
to any legislation which attacks
carers claiming benefits in any
way, plunges absent parents into
poverty or fails to improve the
situation of the children’.

Punitive

The resolution recognised the
punitive nature of the CSA and
called on the TUC to ‘draw up
proposals which give real sup-
port to children and their carers,
including...the setting of univer-
sal child benefit at a realistic level
which reflects the true cost of
caring for and supporting chil-
dren; the establishment of state
funded, quality, affordable child-
care facilities’. .

This motion represents a big
change — last year’s conference
was split down the middle on the
question. |

There was a growing recogni-
tion that in the name of putting
children and lone parents first
this vicious Tory government

does not care, and that the CSA
represents an ideological attack
on single parents and women in
particular.

Socialist Outlook has always
argued that this is the case and
activists need to build on this
change in mood and take the
campaign into the wider labour
movement.

The Transport and General

Workers Union played avery im-

portant role in organising a
fringe meeting on the CSA. Inthe
context of the International Year
of the Family they have also is-
sued a Single Mothers’ Charter.

Worst record

Despite all the talk about fam-

ily values, the UK has the worst
record in Europe on maternity,
paternity and parental rights and
public sector childcare.

The National Union of Teach-
ers motion, seconded by the
NCU, highlighted the alarm and
anger many women feel at the
way the government has at-
tacked single mothers by linking
them with the rise of crime and

delinquency, school failure and

truancy, and accused them of
being a drain on state funds.

it stressed the hypocrisy of
the government and rejected
completely the myth that single
mothers are irresponsible. It
raised the question of providing
support for single mothers who
wish to go out to work - with a
special emphasis on childcare
provision.

Both the T&G and USDAW
have also highlighted the needto
replace the act with a system of
support that benefits women
and children.

Socialists need to discuss
how to build an effective, united
campaign to repeal the CSA

‘which brings together all those '

who oppose it with the labour
movement. | E
Activists should raise the is-

sue in their unions putting pres-

sure on the TUC General Council
to organise a demonstration. We
should also be pressurising the
Labour Party to do more. |
As a part of this process peo-
ple should build support for the
Conference on the Child Support -
Act taking place in April.
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By Roy Leach,
Secretary

Oxfordshire NUT
(Personal
capacity)

THIS 'EASTER over a thou-
sand delegates will gather at
the NUT annual conference

in Scarborough.

Media attention will, as al-
ways, be focused on this most
political of (teacher) union con-
terences where ‘executive bash-
ing’ has become almost routine.

Unable to win the vote in key
debates the new realist leader-
ship resorted to overturning
conference decisions on the ex-
ecutive where they have an in-
creasmgly tenuous majority.

The results of this year’s ex-
ecutive elections (half the seats
are re-elected each year) offer
the possibility of the long-

awaited breakthrough by the
left.

Even the SWP revoked their
policy of refusing to ‘get their
hands dirty’ and are standing
candidates on the Socialist
Teachers’ Alliance slate and are
likely to see one or two of their
comrades elected.

The conference agenda has
once again been set by the left
with STA motions being priori-
tised for debate in five out of

eight sections of the agenda.

Backing boycott

Last year the conference was
dominated by the SATS issue.
Now, following a second over-
whelming ballot result, General
Secretary Doug McAvoy, with
his eyes set on five more years
as Britain’s top paid union bu-
reaucrat has nailed his colours
to the boycott mast and whipped
the spineless right wing execu-
tive majority into line.

So the key debates will be on
salaries and conditions of serv-
ice. Although the government
has agreed a pay ‘rise’ of 2.9%
for teachers they are not funding
1t.

Mest local authorities, hav-
ing budgeted for less and with
balances depleted by years of
capping induced cuts, have
passed the costs onto school
budgets with little or no extra

tions of service.

Conference will be presented
with the stark choice between
the failed casework and atom-
ised local action strategy of the
executive or a national cam-
paign alongside other public
sector unions.

Recent advice issued by the
‘five teacher associations’
(which includes the scab PAT)
is all about managing redundan-
cies ‘fairly’ and shows that the
new realists have learned noth-
ing from the past 14 years.

The recent High Court deci-
sion against the lecturers union
NATFHE poses a massive
threat to the NUT with its infa-
mous membership computer.

The motion on the anti-union
laws, to be moved by SO sup-
porter Roy Leach, exposes the
complete failure of the union
and the TUC to seriously con-
front the Tories’ laws.

The consequences of this
policy are clear — further shack-
les imposed on unions — yet an
executtve amendment will seek
to maintain the union’s craven
kowtowing to every piece of re-
actionary legislation the Tories
(and judges) can dream up.

Broad but by no means left: NUT General Secretary Doug McAvoy
hopes to ride tide of anger over SATS to win a new term of office.

The executive is seeking to
reverse last year’s decision to
support both the ARA and
ANL, citing the police riot in
Welling as a reason to make
support for the ANL condi-
tional.

Cuts 1n Section 11 funding
threaten thousands of teachers’
jobs {most of them women from
ethnic minorities) and would be
a massive blow to children al-
ready subject to discrimination
and increasingly subject to rac-
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School youth join protests at £4m cuts in school spending by Walsall council

ist abuse and attacks.

Last year’s conference voted
for a national ballot for aboycott.
of appraisal because of its links
with PRP. The leadership’s fail-
ure to implement this decision
will provide yet another clear
example of their lack of fitness
to lead.

There are two left formations
—the STA and the smaller Cam-
paign for a Democratic Fighting
Union. Both are genuine broad
lefts and there are no principled
obstacles to their merger. Yet
this 1s vigorously opposed by
the SWP and a few non-aligned
socialists who argue that this
would represent a shift to the
right and a dilution of socialist
politics within the union.

Democracy

They fail to understand that
the STA is not a united front of
revolutionary marxists but a
genuine broad left in which a
commitment to union democ-
racy, accountability and de-
fence of members’ interests
should be the touchstones of
membership.

The leftinthe NUT is the best
placed of all to create a genuine
class-struggle union and yet the
sectarianism of the SWP threat-
ens this and the hard won gains
of the past years.

As a result an open ‘unity
caucus’ has been formed with
the goal of building a genuine
broad left which can mount the
challenge to the right wing and
new realists that teachers and
the trade union movement so
desperately need.

Re-run call

for UNISON

ballot

A re-run of the ballot for

Regional Convenor, the
senior elected post in the
London Region of UNISON
has been demanded after a
series of irregularities
came to light at the first
meeting of the union’s

London Regional Council.
In the disputed election, left

wing candidate Geoff Martin

tied with Debbie Long, each

receiving 59 votes. But under
the proportional voting system
used, Long won the post on
the basis of more first
preferences.

However it then emerged

that a string of delegates who

would have voted for Geoff
Martin had been denied ballot
papers, with officials claiming
their registration papers must
have been ‘lost in the post’.

Martin, branding the ballot
‘a total shambles’, has now

written to UNISON General Sec-

retary Alan Jinkinson, demand-
ing a fresh ballot.

He and several prominent
left wingers were elected to
the Regional Executive, with
UCH strike leader Candy Udwin
topping the poll.
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Other lively debates are g g
likely around anti-racism, Sec-
tion 11 and performance related
pay (PRP).
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The inevitable consequences
will be redundancies, larger
class sizes and worsened condi-
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Satwinder Bhamra has been falsely imprisoned for 11 yeafs.
anniversary.
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South Africa in turmoil

THE ELECTIONS
taking place in

=l AN electoral

up the risk of
important

campaigning,

=g made in USA

article.

THE RECENT evolution of

the ANC has open(.ad.t!'l? door . g the programme of the organisa-

to all kinds of possibilities. At L g : i tion?

its base the organisation is al- B Tl AR . - The warnings from certain

most totally disjointed, except  fa .1 sectors, notably from within the

in a few regions which func- /1 metal workers union NUMSA,

tion in a quasi-independent T T 7P . T T have not been heeded, not least
2 W% by a good part of the leaders of

way from the ‘centre’.

These include central Natal, the trade union left, who have

which is in the hands of the charis- | decided to be ANC candidates.

matic Stalinist leader Harry Gwala, 5 B This capitulation has been
and the Eastern Cape. The latter is | N well orchestrated by the ‘“liqui-
a totally deprived region on the ) “ dationist’ tendency that controls
economic plane but one in which the Communist Party (mpludmg
the leaders of the mass movement J. Slovo and J. Cronin) and
of the 1980s still have influence. . , = which exercises, particularly on

Mandela and the coterie that sur- % o w? the central apparatus of the trade
rounds him try to complete this de- T union confederation, a control
mobilisation by constantly bordering on dictatorship.
appealing for ‘calm’ and insistin % .

that everything 1s ‘under control’.g Marginalised

‘ Demohilise - The CPis, in fact, trying touse
) ‘ _ . 0 . the trade umion movement to
The electoral campaign is con- o j | 2void being totally marginalised
i 1 sciously designed to demobilise S A by Mandela, who 1s becoming
whatever militant energy remains. ' Bl more and more €xp licit on his
Thanks to the ‘judicious’ counsels axflbltlons to purge the 3 rom
of a team of American experts sent . 4 II):St apartheu:)ﬂﬁNC.

& by President Clinton, all energy is b es;ence 0 | ng (l:)? Stop
2 directed into a primarily media this tendency, at least between
: based campaign. . . now and the elections.

Moreover, the ‘mass’ meetings [ & Yy iy s The most aware sectors of the
organised by the ANC are mod- o . T masses have more or less given
elled on the ‘population consult- il § | upon the project of intluencing
ations’ dear to the heart of the o ' L t}.)e ajctugl ATED O thmgs, con-
American ‘presi dent with ‘ques- ,, signing it to a long term issue. —
tions’ and ‘answers’ from a spe- 2 o Conference appeal
cially selected audience. | .- o’

The South African left, whose . . Hm. & The appeal recently launched
scattered ranks operate both within s . by NUMSA for a national con-
and without the ANC, has been ; T A ference on the future of the
seen to be largely neutralised since ‘South African left’, endorsed by
1990. For example, the trade un- — other popular movements and a
ionists of COSATU, who wanted e, W "1 few small left-wing organisa-
to take forward the debate on the | tions (notably WOSA) could,
programme for economic con- e therefore, become an issue of
struction, have had to admit defeat. [ B e & TR important debate.

t ) This is despite the fact that the
Failure .. ¢ 4l CP, aware of the importance of

Their efforts to give a mass con- & Keeping ItS Qrganisatlopal mo-
tent to the social issues at stake n.opoly, is doing e"ef?’thmg pOs-
failed to raise the interest of a sub-  } Y sible to sabotage the idea.
stantial part of public opinion. _ On this pont the nght-wing

: liquidationists who control the

Of course the lack of enthusiasm

in the mass movement is also a
consequence of the economic crisis, the Black population, but aiso trade un- has been the case since COSATU’s spe-

which severely affects the popular lay-  10nists in work. cial conference last autumn — by becom-
“ers; not just the underclass and unem- But is this a reason for total capitula-  ing part of the ANC’s electoral slate even

ployed, who make up more than 50% of  tion — without even batting an eye lid, as  before trying to sertously negotiate about

party are joining up with those

nostalgic for Stalinism who,

whilst opposed to both Mandela and

Slovo, are fearful of an initiative which
could by-pass them on their left.

Meanwhile, for the masses, the days

— after the elections will be salutary.
They will have to engage in very long

“For the masses, the days after the elections will be salutary. They will have ;. batles. They need not just to
long and hard battles not just to recompose the mass movement, but also to  recompose the mass movement, but also

. i age = to find new people prepared to carry out
find new people prepared to carry out a left-wing political project based on a left-wing political project based on the

the masses, outside and probably against, the ANC” " masses, outside of — and very probably
against — the ANC.

. Sdapliinkine,

CENTRE STAGE
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Before and after the elections

"WOSA puts down a

marker for socialism

Regular readers of Socialist
Outlook will remember that
in issue 56 we carried an
analysis of the current
situation in South Africa
from NEVILLE ALEXANDER,
the National Chairperson of
the Workers Organisation for
Socialist Action (WOSA).
Here, prominent WOSA
activist SALIM VALLY,
further outlines WOSA’s
strategy in the forthcoming
elections and beyond.

AS COMRADE Neville outlined in
his article for Socialist OQutlook last

month, the idea of a mass workers === N DalVy TGS | 352 selves in the process to the tune of mil-
party in this country is not simply an WOSA understands the need to patiently relate to rank-and-file ANC support ho!ll‘ilgfeg;ne%any others, including Ish- : :
ultra-left scheme, it actually hasreso-  re-distribution. where we have more than eight million  mael Richards who was the person who b Y
nance 1n the working class and op- Despite these misgivings, we took a  people who are unemployed, probablyan  actually turned us over to the security ?
pressed masses at the moment. significanfmajority decisionin WOSAto  equal number who are homeless, wehave  forces during the uprisings around the )

Neville mentioned, the survey in take part in the elections in order to  people who are literally starving in some  boycott of the tri-cameral parliament in gy
which 60 per cent of a random sample of =~ propagate the mass workers party idea. rural areas, we have hundreds, even thou-  1983-84. So when we talk about a work- f
black people here thought a mass workers We decided on the name the Workers  sands of street kids, children between the  ers list we are talking about people who i
party should be formed. Also the largest  List Party for two main reasons: firstly,  ages of 7 and 14 living on the streets... have served the workers struggle rather 2
trade union in South Africa, NUMSA, the  we have a list of working class demands And we have an extreme concentra- than riding on the back of it.
Metalworkers Union, passed aresolution ~ and secondly a list of working class can-  tion of wealth in the hands of a few For all these reasons we believe our 1
at it’s last congress saying a workers didates. monopoly companies...and the ANC has  decision to stand in this election is a ¥
party may be necessary to unify the left ditched its commitment to anything more  npecessary one and is not an ultra-left 3 A
and for workers demands. Premature than perhaps re-nationalising some pub-  scheme. i

It is not only in NUMSA that this We do not call ourselves the Workers  LiC utilities recently privatised by the Na-  We also need to take the opportunity Bi
debate has taken place. In several unions Party because this would be premature. tional Party !_ o while we have it, for many of us believe J
there has been a very sharp debate around e are very much aware that the timing For us, this is simply not acceptable as that repressive measures against the non-
this question. It has raised a very real  fthe launch of a real mass workers party 2 strategy for true llberapqn. ANC left could well be not so far away i
tension in the ranks of the South African w11 be of the essence, and that it should We are called unrealistic because we  given the social pressures outlined, the A
Communist Party, with on the one hand  ¢5incide with big working class struggles ~ 2/8Y€ for nationalisation under workers  ANC’s unwillingness to take the radical I
sections of the leadership denouncing the ‘and significant working class support control of the commanding heightsof the = measures necessary to deal with them, : %
idea as being inspired by ‘dupes of the moving in our direction. economy. But we respond that the real  and their probable willingness to deal
South African Intelligence Services’ and However, we believe that itis essential ~ Unreality 1s believing that dependence on - with working class reaction to this. 3
on the other hand members saying ‘10 that a list of working class demands are ~ [OTe18n Investment, the. world bank and And that is not to mention the ever-
comrades, this is a serious question t0  aised in this election. the benevolence of capitalism is goingto  present threat of all-out civil war insti-

which we must give serious considera-
tion.

Workers’ List

So 1t is 1n this context that we in
WOSA, along with several other left
groups and individuals active in the
trades Unions and the Civic movement,
have taken the decision to stand in the
forthcoming elections as the Workers
List Party as part of our ongoing strategy
to bring about the formation of a mass
workers party.

We do have serious misgivings about
the elections. An interim constitution has
already been decided upon and en-
trenched before a representative govern-
mental structure has been established,
and in particular, clauses have been in-
cluded that preserve white domination in
both the economic field and the civil
service.

And that’s not to mention the power
sharing compromise for the next five
years and the constitutional court that
will outlaw any radical attempts at wealth
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To those who say ‘well surely the
ANC are promising Jobs, Homes and
Free Education for all. and its simply
sectartanism to stand against them’, we
would answer with the following.

The ANC have at present made it very
clear that they will not be prepared to

challenge the power of big business in-

terests, and will therefore be unable to do
much more than tinker with the major
inequalities and social problems we have
in this country.

We are talking about a situation here
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benefit many more than the small exist-
ing and emergent middle class as far as
the black population of the country is
concerned.

Labour costs

Capitalism will only invest here if 1t
believes labour costs can be kept to a
minimum, and in comparison with the
Pacific nm countries, South Africa is not
a major contender in the global beauty
contest to attract high finance.

So we believe we are correct to point

“The ANC have made it very clear that they will
not be prepared to challenge the power of big
business interests, and will therefore be unable to

do much more than tinker with the major
inequalities and social problems we have in this

country”

this out forcefully at this stage, to put our
marker down because we are aware that
our standing in the election serves pri-

marily to increase our profile and raise

working class demands.
Opposition

As far as the list of working class
candidates goes, we stress this in shamp
opposition to the make-up of the list of
candidates adopted by other parties.

For example, on the ANC list, there
are several prominent former collabora-
tors with the apartheid structures, such as
Nelson Ramadike, the leader of the Le-
bowa ‘homeland’, and General
Ramashuwana, former head of the
Venda ‘homeland’ and now the leader of
the National Peacekeeping Force.

He was involved in the ‘elimination’
of several ANC and MK comrades 1n his

former role in the South African Security
Police. They have greatly enriched them-

gated by the extreme right with their
strength in the state security structures
and the civil service.

What we have embarked upon has .

serious risks, but also tremendous possi-
bilities for progress, not only for us but
for the left globally. We feel we have an
enormous responsibility here to hold up
the banner of real democracy, socialism
and independent workers struggle, and
also to expose the role of those who have
for years held up the stalinist societies as
examples of socialism.

But we also think that our struggle is
your struggle and urgently appeal to you
to support us by contributing financially
to our election fighting fund so that we
can put up as many candidates as possi-
ble and really get our message across at
a national and local level.

| Chegues payable to WOSA can
be deposited by bank transfer
directly into:

Account no. 1979 318433.

Ned Bank, 100 Main Street,
Johannesburg, South Africa.
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NO lost
~ Belarus?

Yeltsin
g curries |
ol favour ’=
1church |

By Colin Meade - % -
“THESE PEOPLE have got a prob- O .
lem’ said the chair of the US Senate’s | - _
Intelligence Committee last week. | . 5- .
He was referring to the American | . .
state’s spying and terrorist network, | .
the CIA, which, at an estimated cost . ’%_ .

e S

of $3bn a year, faces the spending

axe.

And indeed they do have a problem —
a seemingly irresistible tide of Commu-
nist and crypto-Communist victories
throughout Eastern Europe and the for-
mer Soviet Union. Not only have the CIA
failed to stem this flood, but they do not
even appear to have collated the readily
available facts which add up to this
astontshing picture.

How much damage did
Russian super-mole Aldrich
Ames do to US security? And
who 1s keeping quiet about the
facts on Capitol Hill? .

In one of the greatest iro- [
nies of our times it falls to
Socialist Outlook to assume
the mantle of defence of the
free world and put the quess
tion stra1ght who lost Be-
larus?

First of all, there are the
election victories of successor
parties to the old ruling Com-
munist parties and close allies

reserves, to discourage dis-
plays of excessive inde-
pendence on the part of the
countries of the Near Abroad.
The inability of the post-
Soviet opposition govern-
ments to deal with the
geopolitical realities — ‘so far
from Washington and so near
to Moscow’ —1s but one aspect
of the utopianism prevalent in
these circles, which led them
to make promises they cannot
keep.
At the heart of the perspec-
tives of the free market enthu-
siasts lays a mistaken view of

et
g e’ oy

Armenian advances in the conflict in
Nagorno-Karabakh.

The former CPs have revived because
they are the parties of powerful interests
firmly rooted in social and economic re-
alities. The Supreme Soviet in Belarus
which replaced Shushkevich is full of
collective farm chairmen and state enter-
prise managers.

The membership of the Hungarian So-
cialist Party is dominated by skilled
workers, professionals and middle man-
agers. Recent local elections in Russia
brought overwhelming victories for
members of the nomenklatura — manag-
ers, party officials and the like.

in a series of countries over {9 . v W | the international political and Voters

& | i . .

i the past two years. These have - o R (W= | cconomic system which g o e eadership lavers are
$ occurred in Lithuania, Roma- i . WS W a] | wholly ignores its discrimina- by
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nia and Poland — in the latter
case ousting a government of
the elite of the Solidarity
“movement that did somuch to

o
> ot

shake the Stalinist edifice in Yeltsin advisor Kagalovsky with Major

Eastern Europe 1n the 1980s.

In many other countries similar parties
view their political future with rising con-
fidence.

One example is Hungary, long seen as
a front-runner in pro-Westernism and pri-
vatisation. The Socialist Party is showing
up in the polls as the most popular party
with 27 per cent support, up from 11 per
cent at the 1990 elections.

And then there 1s East Germany,
where the former-Communist PDS may
pull ahead of the governing party, the
right-wing CDU, in this year’s series of
regional and national elections to become
the second strongest party after the Social
Democrats.

Overshadowed

Perhaps most important i1s Russia,
where, overshadowed by the spectacular
entry of Vladimir thnovsky onto the
front of the political stage, the Commu-
nist Party of the Russian Federation and
its associated Agrarian Party gained 100
seats between them, well ahead of Zhiri-
novsky (63) and the leading pro-Western
formation, Gaidar’s Russia"s Choice (76)
in the December 1993 elections.

Alongside these party victories. a se-
nies of leading figures from the old davs
of the Soviet bloc have risen phoenix-like
from the dustbin of history.

Notable cases are those of Gor-
bachev’s former foreign minister Edward
Shevardnadze, now back in power tn his
native Georgia, and Gaidar Aliev, all-
pewerful first-secretary of the Azerbaijan

.
“The ‘democratic’
governments were

often little more than

figureheads”

Communist Party between 1982 and
1987 and reinstated in June 1993.

And finally, Belarus. Here nationalist
leader Stanislau Shushkevich was re-
cently voted out as chairman of the Su-
preme Soviet and replaced by a figure
from the old nomenklatura. This means
the abandonment of Belarus’ neutrality
as this former Soviet republic is firmly
reintegrated into the Russian economic
and security space.

This trend, which will continue, ex-
poses the fact that the ‘democratic’ gov-
ernments were 1n many cases little more
than figureheads. The main centres of
power remained in the hands of the for-
mer nomenklatura.

Furthermore. the Russian government
has used its raw material supplies. and
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tory and power political quali-
ties. Detached from all
historical and geographical
bearings, the liberal demo-
cratic systems and the world
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capitalism market are seen as perfectible -

systems without inherent defects.

According to this view, the problems .

of the world flow from the obstacles to
the perfect functioning of the system pre-
sented by cultural backwardness, and
among other things, by the Soviet-style
regimes. Remove these obstacles so the
theory went and the American model can,
with American expert advice, be in-
stalled.

In reality, of course, the capitalist pow-
ers have no interest in creating competi-
tors and their aim in the former Soviet
bloc i1s to make a quick buck, exploit
cheap labour in pursuit of competition
with one another and get their hands on
sources of raw materials.

Nationalist

As well as the pro-Western strand, the
opposition has also had an extreme na-
tionalist element. In both Georgia and

Azerbaijan regimes came to power

pledged to win conflicts with internal and

external enemies. |
As it became clear that there would be

no such victory, the former rulers, with

their networks, contacts in key ministries

and agencies in their own republic and
throughout the Soviet bloc came back in.
Thus in Azerbaijan pro-Turkish national-

the voters, all those millions adversely
aftected or threatened by market reforms
and social disintegration. While insisting
that the ‘reform process’ will continue,
as a Romanian newspaper put it ‘the gov-
ernment... has two faces, like Janus. It
says one thing to the IMF and World
Bank and another at home. Its aim is to
keep the status quo and protect state
property’.

However, these parties, even when in
government, have no clear plan to restore
the former Communist system. That sys-
tem collapsed partly because its rulers
decided to abandon it — because it was
not viable.

Whole waves of technological inno-
vation were passing these countries by as
easy sources of fuel and raw materials
were exploited to the point of collapse.
As one Hungarian privatiser put it ‘we do
not advocate for or against a monopoly,
but we have to get together a functional
telephone service’.

But it 1s not just their problem. The
Soviet bloc was part of the Cold War
arrangement devised as a means of keep-
ing ‘the Americans in, the Russians out
and the Germans under’.

A new push from the Western Euro-
pean left is needed to get the Americans
out, the Russians in and provide the cir-
cumstances for German industrial power
to be put to the common benefit.

Such a push would also make for job
creation for the American intelligence
community as they tried to find out “‘Who
lost Europe’.

particularly its control of the region’s oil  1st Abultaz Elchibey had to flee after

LA I S A SN P Tl TR T TN SV SU S LIS )

.»i,_ .X ;v,.l ‘?'*:",. ‘;‘ ,4 q_ *yh:h"

BN
C (.V‘ lf -*
a. wha

-, PL LTS S S A PR




ol T RIS RN
i )

USA gives up
on Somalia

The US contingent in
Somalia pulls out at
the end of March.
Socialist Outlook
asked ASHA-KIN F.
DUALE, Somalia’s
only woman barrister
and prominent
childrens’ rights
campaigner for a
comment. Due to her
representation of
political dissidents
during the Barre
regime, she was
forced to flee |
Mogadishu, and now
lives in London.

S0: How do you assess the

American involvement in
Somalia?

AK: The US marines came on
a humanitarian mission — to
retrieve the guns their gov-
ernment had supplied to the
Barre regime.

But their intervention was ex-
tremely problematic. The image
of the US soldier dragged

through the streets of
Mogadishu shows the outrage of

By Bala Kumar

A CRISIS among the leader-
ship of the Liberation Tigers
of Tamil Eelam (L'TTE) has
shaken that organisation to
its roots leading many to
question its future as the
dominant expression of Sri
Lankan nationalism.

One time deputy leader of the
LTTE, Gopalasamy Mahen-
drarajah, better known by his
nom de guerre ‘Mahattaya’,
was arrested along with 120 of
his supporters late last year by
Tiger cadres.

What shocked Tiger mem-
bers and supporters was the dis-
closure in December of his
execution planned for January.
"Some of his loyalists had al-

ready faced the ‘revolutionary
justice’ of a kangaroo court.
The charges were essentially of
treason to the LTTE and its ab-
-solute leader, V Prabhakaran.
According to the Tigers, Ma-

o hattaya, had been secretly col-

laborating with the Indian
intelligence service and plotting
to topple Prabhakaran.

Appeals from the Tamil ex-
patriate lobby and from Am-
nesty International as well as a
courageous demonstration of
civilians in the Tiger stronghold
of Jaffna peninsula led to re-

~

the people. The media ignored
the killing of 750 Somalis in
those three days of clashes due
to their pro-western bias.
Famine is part of the history of
every nation. By fighting back,
Somalis have shown the world
that those who claim to bring
humanitarian aid are only acting
In their own interests. People are
happy that the US is leaving.

30: How about other con-
tingents?

AK: German troops were sta-
tioned in Beled Weyn. Among
other problems they have
caused, local people blame
them for the lowering of the

level of the Schebelle river.

Most people depend on this
river for their livelihood. The
troops lived in luxury while the
people suffered.

SO: Some see Farah
Aideed as a national hero,
others as a bandit. What is
the opinion of most So-
malis?

AK: Aideed is the reality of

today’s Somalia.

People are proud that he was
more than a match for the Ameri-
cans. However his role in the
warlord conflicts means he has
no place in the national reconcili-
ation of Somalis.

S0: The UN has spoﬁsored
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Tiger leader Velupillai Pr.
ports of a commution of his sen-
tence.

However there are uncon-
firmed reports he may well be
dead by now. If not, according
to one source he has been so
badly tortured that he will never
be the focus of opposition to
Prabhakaran. |

The elevation of militarism
as its guiding principle and its
ruthless methods made the
LTTE a feared opponent of the
Sti Lankan and Indian armies. It
was symbolised by the cyanide
capsule that all Tiger cadres
wear around their neck, to be
swallowed in the event of cap-
fure.

When the Tigers demanded
recognition as the ‘sole legiti-
mate representatives of the

.......

bhakaran with ‘Mahathay
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ferenééé in
Addis Ababa between clan
militias.

AK: The UN has a hidden

agenda.

it is imposing from above a
settlement using hand-picked
‘leaders’ who are not repre-
sentative of the wishes of the
Somali people. The UN has fa-
voured some faction leaders
above others.

SO: How do you suggest a
genuine national reconcili-
ation is achieved?

AK: It must come from the

grass roots.

Somalis were a nomadic peo-
ple. We had a system of concili-
ation among clans, from clan
elders up to district level and up
to national level.

S0: The former British pro-
tectorate of Somaliland
has declared itself the In-

dependent Republic of So-
maliland. How do Somalis
in the South view this?

AK: Hargeisa and Burco in the

Go
Tamil people’, it was not won
by freely obtained consent or a
coalition reflecting the strands
of the liberation movement.

Instead they launched attacks
against rival Tamil militant
groups like TELO, PLLOTE and
the EPRLF, decimating their
leaderships. Leftists such as a
leader of the NSSP, Annamalai,
were killed. |

Even individuals who made
criticisms of their undemocratic
methods like the socialist femi-
nist Rajani Thiranagama, were
gunned down.

The difference with Mahat-
taya was his importance with
the Tigers and his support for
LTTE policy down the line.
There were no dissensions on
the Anuradhapura massacre in

— — e e . A L ad . . -, e

North were bombed by
Barre’s forces. People in the
south have no ill-feelings

against people in the north.
Barre also terrorised the
south with summary executions.
There should be a referendum to
decide the future of the Union.

S0: The media concen-
trates on the manoeuvres
of militia leaders, but are
there agencies more ac-
countable to the people?

AK: There are womens’ asso-
ciations in the north and
south who play an important
role though they are sidelined

by the United Nations.

They are fully involved in clan
reconciliation, food distribution
and national reconciliation.

Development related projects
related to agriculture and irriga-
tiondepend on financial support.
Although there are Somali non-

governmental organisations

with the ability to carry out these
projects, money is only chan-
nelled through Western NGO’s.
This increases out dependency
on the west. |

.}:('.-

palasamy Mahendrarajah (lef)

1985 when 150 Sinhala civil-
ians were slain in the streets or
the massacre of Muslim civil-
ians in the east in 1990.

This episode reflects the
weakness of the Tigers organi-
sation and Prabhakaran’s
strength. Nobody takes seri-
ously the trumped up charges
levelled against Mahattaya.

Tamil support for the LTTE
is sustained by fear and grudg-
ing respect.

In free elections it is likely
they would command minority
support from the increasingly
war weary and long suffering
residents of Jaffna.

Their situation is grim. Since
the renewal of hostilities in June
1990 between the Sri Lankan
armed forces and the LTTE, the

movement
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Together
we can

stop the
Hawks

BAe sells Hawk jets to
Indonesia. Indonesia
uses them to kil civil-
lans in occupied East Ti-
motr. More Hawks will
he delivered in 1996.0r
will they?

PROTEST outside the

BAe AGM: bring your organ-
Isation’s banner
26 April 12 noon
Marriot Hotel
Grosvenor Square
London
JOIN the Camapign
Against the Arms Trade me-
dia stunt. 200 people are
needed to represent the
200,000 East Timorese
dead.
Contact CAAT.
11 Goodwin Street, Lon-
don, N4 3HD.,
071-281 0297
tor more information.

government has mounted an
economic blockade of the Pen-
insula seeking to starve Tamil
civilians into revolting against
the Tigers.

The Air Force and Navy

regularly bombard homes,
schools, places of worship and
medical centres.

Many would sue for peace
with the chauvinist Sri Lankan
government to regain some san-
ity in their lives. Apparently
Mahattaya and some others fa-
voured immediate negotiations
with the government and a po-
litical solution short of an inde-
pendent Tamil state of Eelam.

In a movement where demo-
cratic debate is alien, where
young boys and women are can-
non fodder and the aims of a
liberation struggle have been
subordinated to those of a power
hungry clique, there was only
one way Prabhakaran could re-
spond to any challenge to his
authority.

Can the Tiger cadres be

weaned away from their self-de-

structive ideology? Will the re-
pugnance of many marginalise
the LTTE creating a new demo-
cratic space and a renewal of
thinking on the politics of Tamil
struggle? |

On all this and much more the
progressive wing of Tamil na-
tionalism and the broader Sri
Lankan left will be tested.

)

profective
plastic.

SM3IN AT

T e e T ST e e

'A.--;'-’“"v- T e aepa

P " dian ov

T i 'V‘-Jm‘-AMWM.'”*M*-W"\ S

N et g




YOUTH & STUDENT

By Chris Brooks

Despite violent police at-
tacks and three sets of con-
cessions from Edouard
Balladur’s conservative gov-
emment, mass mobilisations
against the cheap labour
‘youth Smic’ scheme con-
tinve unabated 1n France.
According to Charles
Pasqua, minister of the integjpr,
over 230,000 marched 1n towns
outside Paris last Thursday,
while over 32,000, mainly stu-
dents, filling place Denfert-Ro-
cherean in Pans were later

charged by CRS riot police.

APRIL’S conference of the
National Union of Students
will face crucial decisions
about whether to liquidate the
union into a charitable institu-
Preempting this, leftist stu-
dents are attempting to prepare
an altemative organisation to the
NUS.

The poverly of leadership of-
fered by the NUS is shown by its
response to the government’s 30

unionists, pensioners or even
prisoners faced such a cut there
would have been a massive or-
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Demonstration of

Demonstration of
1,000 to 5,000

Demonstration of

Demonstration of
ver 10,000

French youth

The size of the militant mobi-

force retreat on
cheap labour

Towns of just 50,000 or

lisations outside Paris was espe-

60,000 people had demonstra-

The Contract of Professional
Insertion (CIP) aims to place

for six months on weekly wages
between £50 and £134 — far
below the minimum wage or
‘Smic’. The contract is only re-
newable once.

Responding to initial pro-
tests, employment minister
Michel Giraud met 7 March
with the CIP ‘partners’, the em-
ployers gang-pressed into spon-
soring the scheme, to agree a
major retreat.

Youth with college diplomas
on the contract will now be paid
80 per cent of the agreed mini-
mum wage for the industry, for
80 per cent of the time.

Employers now have to pro-
vide tuition on the job, a move
which has alarmed the trades
union federations. The CGT op-
pose any acceptance of the new
arrangement. According to
Force Ouvriere’s Marc Blon-
del, the tutorials are ‘reaction-
ary’ and threaten a return to the
power of the ‘apprentices’ dia-
ries’ compiled by employers in
the 19th century.

The anger on the demonstra-
tions has been marked. One riot

‘police commissioner com-

mented ‘For the first time in a
25-year career, I felt afraid. We
felt the desire of the demonstra-
tors was to injure us physically
and, for some, to kill us’.
Unemployment, especially
amongst the youth, is becoming
a pressing social problem in
France. Over 4.6 million are
jobless or on work schemes. -

The ‘Act Against Unemploy-
ment!” (AC!) campaign has
been launched by left-wing
trade unionists to mobilise for
radical measures like reducing
the working week.

The Ligue communiste révo-
lutionnaire, French section of
the Fourth International, is call-
ing for a one-day general strike
to force Balladur’s resignation.
This week its’ newspaper,
Rouge, explains ‘Every part of
soclety victimised by the crisis

per cent cut in the grant. If trade

cially striking.

Crisis for
student
unions

ganised response. There has
been a response to the grant cut
~but it has largely flowed around
the NUS leaders.

When an impressive 10,000
students marched in central Lon-
don last month, they did so under
the inexperienced lead of the stu-
dent left. Socialist Worker stu-
dents foolishly attempted to
break police lines and charge
Parliament.

Meanwhile stewards, many -

either members of Left Unity
(which reflects the positions of
Socialist Organiser) or Socialist
Organiser staff, joined forces
with the police to prevent stu-
dents breaking through to Parlia-
ment and aggressively herded

tions thousands-strong.

protestors back onto the route,
while police attacked the part of
the march nearest Parliament
George Napier, a student who
did not participate in the at-
tempted break to Parliament,
was one of many violently as-
saulted by the police: “A tall po-
liceman strode towards me
swinging a truncheon—1{ am hit
on the head again, on my neck,
across my shoulders and then
my kidneys. As | scramble up the
truncheon smashes my right
hand and then | am swamped by
police, pushed down into the gut-
ter, my limbs knelt on, twisted.
“At the time,” George adds
with restraint “it really annoyed
me that no-one came to help me.
Thinking back on it now, | realise
that it was the organisers of the
march who were to blame —
they were more concerned about
‘liaison’ with the police than de-

fending students exercising their

right to protest.” Quite right.

In the run-up to NUS’ confer-
ence however, Left Unity candi-
dates are looking more credible
than this behavior would suggest
- mainly because of the total
inaction of Labour Students,
which has held the leadership
since 1982. Left Unity candidate
Sarah Wellings was elected NUS
Women’s Officer last week by 66
to 24 for the labour candidate and
35 for ‘Re-Open Nominations'.

750,000 youth 1n workplaces

has come i1nto action.’

Rank and fl student demo lacked effectlve self defence el

This strikingly high vote for
RON partly reflects a confused
layer to the nght of Labour which
may be volatile at the national
conference.

Labour Students is the archi-
tect of the plan to protect the NUS
from government attacks on
automatic NUS membership and
student services by converting
the union into a charity.

Its careerist cadre prioritise
services and the enhanced pres-
tige charity status may offer.

They consider it a victory that
the forthcoming Education Act
retains union’s right to control
their finances, while taking away
automatic membership of stu-
dent unions.

Some student unions already
hold charity status, in whole or
for part of their activity. On occa-
sions, charity status can be skil-
fully employed to give student

unions financial advantages

while retaining well-funded stu-
dent campaigns free from the
control of the Charities Commis-
sion. |

‘This is not the plan of the La-
bour Student leaders. They
counterpose charity status to
student campaigning. So does a
section of the student left.

In this context the student left
must be slowly re-oriented
through maintaining the orienta-
tion of the student unions to
campaigning. Premature ‘rank
and file’ national student federa-
tions risk giving up the fight in
the mass student organisations.

Instead we need a delegate-
based assembly of those student
unions who wish to defend the
role of the NUS as a national
coordination of campaigns, and
to carry out that coordination
when the NUS refuses to do so.
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Defend Jane Brown

‘Stop Hackney’s

Exhilaratin
battle of wi

lIs

| : exploration of the status of .
| Draupadi’s Robes Asl;lanwominsocietymxl
written and directed ~ the clash in atfitades between
= by Raman Kaur ey Conmas ot
GOVERNORS at Hackney’s .. Govindan ;c;th;)l rac B:;an, the patri- |
Kingsmead School continue to . ' conservative social beliefs.
back ‘Romeo and Juliet’ case _ T — Punjabi and English are |
headteacher Jane Brown. - used interchangeably reflect-
She is still threatened with - INTHEEPIC poem, The @ charod and contests B
dismissal by Hackney Council . Mahabharata, princess P adee .
y y - . o identities of young Asians. ,
in a determined attack on les- ¢ Draupadi is staked and While some of the puns may ?
bian and gay rights, union lost in a game of dice by be lost on a nonPunjabi ;‘
rights and equal opportunities. her husband to his speaker the meaning is gener-
The Labour council, which is cousin. When the victor ally clear enough. %
coing e ntusiastc - anravesher sar afempt- O e s e e
threatened legal action against E‘g ‘°.d‘s?‘-’"° her, he ;I:seﬁu; ﬂ,:;’;y of stan-
the governors in a desperate at- ds it without an end, Puniabi feminist Amwita Pri
tempt to scare them into line. so her honour is pre- famj these recitations are in-
The school govemors’ inves- served. terrupted by dance and song
tigation into the allegations This exhilarating play per- v fhe malionce & chaee
against Jane Brown is expected formed by a new theatre to absorb the dialoge | |
to issue a report next week. Al- ~ group an featuring a young '
though details of the case are Nevertheless, the group has ‘Equal opportunities are about cast of South Asian origin Tight knit
supposed to remain confiden- itself been the subject of at- equality, not about special treat-  draws from that scene its i .
tial, the Gouncil reguiarly dis- tacks and rumours of racismin ~ ment for lesbians or anyone theme of women as sources Al of life in a tight knit |
cusses them with the press. its attitude to Hackney Director else’. of energy, power and resis- community is found here.
In further attacks on Jane of Education Gus John. Surely the core of the argu- tance. | The nosy Auntiji who always
Brown’s rights, the Council has ment is that because of the his- Harjit and Priya are two has the latest gossip and is
denied her right to union repre- Supporters toric oppression of sections of university going women and ever ready to dispense wis-
sentation, has released her The group points outinalet-  SOciéty, and the resulting the best of friends. One day ~ doms —“statistics show love-
name to the press, and has ter refuting these allegations widely held stereotypes and Harjit is seen dating a (shock, ~ love marmages have higher
banned her from speaking to that supporters of the cam- prejudices against them, people horror, shock) quhm boy, dxvoxpe mm than arranged
the press herself. paign include members of Hack- 90 Mot come from equal start- by a busybody neighbour. marrages’. | b
ney CRE, Hackney North MP ing points, and equal opportuni- News of this is not slow There are jokes aplenty
Hundreds Diane Abbott Linda Bellosand  1es is all about addressing the travelling to her Hindu par- borrowed from Hindi movies _
The Kingsmead Support the London Collective of Black ~esulting ‘needs’ which are not ~ ents. before Harjit realises  Indian film songs and british z
Group has organised two lob- Governors. the same for everyone'. “;gaths hagpemég’ zssnelly po% c;:gmha'pw : '
bies of Hackney Council, at- The Voice, Capital Gay, the The .ngsme.ad -Suppor-t o’ C-’ar]t) t(;lm I-zlma ] 31';8 seems tgo good mmm
tended by several hundred Pink Paper and the Hackney Ga- Group is campaigning against f,'ves fff, . e; : e}i D the treatment of sexuali —
people. zette have all failed to print this 1€ FiPping-up of Hackney coun-  have obtain the horoscope y - tya
The group, established by~ letter. ci's Equal Opportunities Policy.  of a suitable match to marry  (ifle Supericial, herear ot |- gy
friends and supporters of Jane Inits letter the group writes: ~__ The council's attempttodi-  her off before she causes standing performances by
Brown to organise supportand  Gus John has an understanding  Vide the borough’s minorities ;h?m f“tgher embarrassment gm‘:“ Sckhon (P’;ya‘;)d -
solidarity for Jane and the of the historical oppressionof ~ Must not be allowed to suc- T oY Sababat Naseer (Aaaen <
school against the vicious and ~ class, race and gender. Whyis %€ yolves around the battle of Above all this prodaciion
homophobic attacks by the this n? ﬁxtended tothe oppres- g Messages of support and wills between daughter and heralds the coming of age of m
grr]%sg aar[t]iglt?r eo aF;ﬁ]oesnet tg; ﬁ;é?('_r ::?dn goayt’? 0se who are lesbian d? nations can be sentto parents and the evolution of a confident and mltm-a.lly ‘
ney Council, has opposed all at- In a recent article in the Kingsmead Support Group, IP:I:SISL z;xlc;l I;:;Z: a friendship ;zﬁsgmﬁ?mﬁ;m
tacks on equal opportunities. - Voice, Gus s quoted as saying ¢c/o Hackney NUT, 219 Mare Droupadi’s Robes isabold  and pmm’Bmm! B m

Street, London E8 30H.




SOCIALIST OUTLOOK No. 59, 26 March 1994, Page 14

In Socialist Outlook

o7, Jeff Lowe and ‘ I . '
Paul Clarke wrote that IVI I t t 4 ' . ' .
e " ilitan A
Reévolutionnaire, the N
sister organisation of | f
Militant Labour in re p y 0 n | ,
France, “prioritise ~ Facing mass unemploy- Engels, Lenin and Trotsky.

ment, rampant employers Our socialist alternative is not

campaigning against
the crime of the
embargo and
organising an aid

equipped with savage anti-  Dased on parliamentary elec-
union laws, and a war on tions or illusions of peaceful leg-

hard-won education islative change. We fight to

mobilise and unleash the power
health and welfare serv- of the working class — the over-

: _ ices, the working class in whelming majority of society —
convoy 10 Serbia. Britain faces a real crisis—  to topple the corrupt and e
They prioritise links an avoidable crisis created  tionary rule of capital and estab-
by the historic failure of its  lish its own class rule.

official leadership. We struggle against fragmen-

~with the Serbian trade |
unions. These e e d B A (
campaigns endorsed fight for a new type of working  WOrking to link and unite the

Bosnia war

Socialist Outlook exists to  tation by building solidarity,

" class leadership, based on the  various struggles of workers, the

_by M'“t%nt do n,Ot E— R T T politics of class struggle and  unemployed, of women, of pen-
imply a ‘neutral &’ e revolutionary socialism, to f‘lonershmttl?e' black CO_ftT_'mU"'}
position. The |Og.IC”IS | L ~ The capitalist class, driven  lesbians and gay men, of stu-
support for Serbia”. | e S 7 R ] - and politically united by its own  dents, of youth - and of those
In this letter, | (. ST A crisis, its requirement to maxi-  fighting imperialism in Ireland
MURRAY SMITH SRR o - B B mise profits at the expense ofthe ~ and throughout the world. So-
,. R CE - workers, has been given deter-  cialist Outlook is above all an

replies. v BN W  mined, vanguard leadershipbya  /ternationalist current, in soli-
B ' | brutal class-war Tory high com- darity Wlth the TthSkYISt Fourth

. mand. | International, which organises

WE HAVE always consid- | The Tory strategy has beqn to co-fhmkers in 40 countries
bia as prefiguring UN troops: get them out of Bosnia § tion, and to fragment and Ut‘t‘]"keBS.‘t’.""he f”‘f':e’ groupings
possible direct aggres- support Bosnia, and favour the  talism in ex-Yugoslavia, of the weaﬁen t|he  dbaee o gglieviz anr:r?asse r’evvé'fuﬁgn:m
: Bosnian regime having more  use of nationalism by all the wor ;ngcassaanppre§sed,al- ‘" eimn v
sion. lowing them to pick off isolated  Party can be built simply by pro-

arms ~ restorationist regimes, ' . . : P
storat gimes, of the sections one at a time, using the ~ claiming ourseives to be one.

The shooting down of four '
5 You invoke the right of na-  role of imperialism.

sth ﬁ;grge:uﬁaigg?eisﬁi tions to self-determination at That leads us to "prioritise” 1tu"| powers of the sta’:e.TUC d sectaria?lnposfu(rli?%egﬁga;e;s;g[ﬁ "
or the imperialists mav kee the same time as you defend opposition to imperialist inter- N TESPONSE, mos an tion f th | le tak-
pe y keep on Labour leaders have embraced  tion from the actual struggle ta

‘multi-ethnic’ Bosnia which  vention and to give no support
refuses the right to secede to  to Milosevic’s Serbia, Tud-
the majority of Serbs and jman’s Croatia, or Izetbe-

applying ‘peaceful’ pressure.
Especially given the par-
ticularly bellicose attitude of

the defeatist politics of ‘new re-  Ing shape within the labour
alism’, effectively proclaiming movement, playing into the
total surrender on every front, hands of the right wing.

. French imperialism and the Cl:ol_fl,ts t‘:;ho don,,t want to live  govic’s Bosnia. ~ while ditching any pretence that Nor do we believe that the de-
7 press campaign here, we prios-  Within the Bosnian state. Seigg dfg;(‘; 2 tflfe"" ‘gi‘;“ B they offer a socialist alternative. ~ mands of women, black people, .
crbargo,whlk ciplaningowe _ SAMO TS nenl o Samicvo's ugey s [| CVeT el and concession . esbiarsand gays o theraona
I ’ : |
| overall analysis of the war. The Bosnian Muslims have ~1amist. When Socialist ;n%ythaevgmaerﬁrﬁ)etnte:gpslgﬁg;‘. and Wales should be left to await
In a war between Serbs, the right to self-determination ~Outlook talks about the ‘multi- B ¢ o104 and encouraged the of-  the outcome of a socialist revo-
i Croats and Muslims, we don’t  justas much as the Serbsorthe ~ €thnic defense’ in Tuzla and fensive against jobs, wages, lution. The oppressed must or-
i ~ - support any of the belligerents.  Albanians or the Croats. elsewhere you also explain un- - conditions and union rights. _ ganise themselves and fight now
i Unlike you and your interna- But we don’t think the solu-  Wittingly why we shouldn’t New realism is the Iatgest form around their own demands,
y tional co-thinkers, we have . tion lies in establishing bour- ~ SUpportit. B taken by the politics of refor-  Which are a part of the struggle
“never campaigned for arms for geois states 1n ex-Yugoslavia, You pinpoint the problem: mism seeking no more than im- for socialism. S
Bosnia, or Serbia or Croatia.  ‘multi-ethnic’ or not. - ‘those brigades are part of the roved conditions within the  But propaganda alone, how-
m ~ Yes, we certainly have es- Socialist Outlook writes: ©verall defense of Bosnia’. ?ramework of capitalist rule ever good, will not bring social-
tablished links with Serbian  ‘Yugoslavia is dead and can Lhey're part of the armed  Socialist Outlook reiecté re- ism. The fight for policies which
3 : :;::de 1}ni(_)11)1:l, §p§ciﬁczllytwiﬂ1 n;‘)t'It‘)‘{: rqbu;lt;dThedYugoslz:véa fl‘:)r;n‘?: :feté‘eg g:l;tr?lnllitn htflusllm- formism, not because we are ca;l mobrill(ise and ptolitic?ﬂy ed U;
' rincipal independent un-  of Tito is dead and cann .. ' inst fighti |
ion,}p Nezavino stl?eghich is  rebuilt. But what can and (:nusi’ It would be different if the ﬁgignusgefﬁgt&w trh;if(t)r:;n rsl’é:(;l; gz fak“:?l il?trgt;lr:i 3;;:)%%’%]213:_
m against the war and against be rebuilt is a bigger and better ~ Multi-ethnic workers’ defence of the working class — for full  bour Party and every campaign
. Milosevic. If we had the oppor-  socialist Yugoslavia. | militias were agan:lSt the gov- - employme nt. decent living and struggle in which workers
‘  tunity we would be delighted to Bigger, because embracing  €rnment, the Mushim warlords standards. a cliean environment.  and the oppressed fight for their
establish similar contacts with  the whole of the Balkans. Bet- ~ and militias that also commit peace and democracy — can fights.
| Cf?;:?;l; :llnhl;)lllll:ant L abo Eler because based on workers’ auoﬂlcittéf’snanonal] WorkersiAid never be achieved under capital- To fStren%th:? th;s flght we
§ | ur op- emocracy. - , o s ism. préssior uniedironicampaigns
P | R R I | B S5 S
] - , €CONOMIC * al St . , - the collapse of Stalinism, could  racism and fascism — in which
| - imposed by imperialismonany  of a ‘Socialist federation of the =~ Bosnian workers’ organisa- these demands ever be achieved  various left currents can work
- of the belligerents in ex-Yugo-  Balkans’. Not an immediate  t0ns, and not smuggling in under the bureaucratically de- together for common objectives
d slavia (or elsewhere). But we  solution, but a class solution your line of mulitary support formed workers states and de-  While remaining free to debate
| don’t campaign around this Our analysis starts from the ~ for the Bosnian regime. generated USSR, whose their differences.
question, whereas youdo. You  process of restoration of capi- You write: “Socialist Out- reqimes ived onlv bv re- o :
.................................................... AR . look has noillusions in the UN | prgelssings':l?éi\;eo “:)nn )\lmoyki;eg If you agree with what you
. or imperialism. We are against i ali
[ l~2 8 11d 6" 2 & § | B A We stgfn military intervengtion’ : class. : | :ﬁg gl'a‘?‘?%alffno\;’gf‘ouk; in
....... o S R But how is it compatible with We are a marxist current, ' iy
ank address) ‘the necessi based not on the brutish totali-  the struggle for socialism,
. [HUSE0 0 NS HIaK 3 'S ty to open Tuzla @ /- dies of st ' readers’ groups meet in
; airport, easily within the power arian parodies of state marxism, group
6v io helno meat the arinters of the UN'? nor on the tame, toothless ver-  towns across the country.
. N L : oriere Mind ’EE‘:‘:'-‘:‘S‘-:::..;E 1862897 41 thit They’ve Opened it. - Slon Of marxism . beloved by conlaﬂ us l'IOW, get Ofgal'l'
» 3V RE D Rd] YU p Bank, 78/80 Cornhill, London The UN on its own couldn’t armchair academics, but the jsed, and get active!
e b {0} 08.09.99 open a tin of baked beans. Its revolutionary tradition of Marx, '
_______ .. \nwoios) only strength comes from the e
:._‘,2:1-=:;: Bt 3r g fa ct th at lt S b a Ck ed by 1 m pe I'i' D g A ; 0] f.: ..: ;:.‘ : }%&
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WANT YOUR event
included?

Send details by
April 8 to What’s
Happening?,

P.0. Box 1109,
London N4 2UU.

'MARCH
Wednesday 23

- Lambeth UNISON strike

LET BOSNIA Live!
International Workers’ Aid
public meeting 7.30pm
Lambeth Town Hall Brixton

DEMONSTRATE against
fascist councillor Beackon!
pciket of Jack Dash House
Marsh Wall

Thursday 24

KEEP ON keeping on show!
Kingsmead Support Group
benefit doors open 7pm
Hackney Empire 291 Mare
Street E8 Tickets £7/£4

booking office 081 985 2424

Saturday 26

DEMONSTRATE to save
Guy’s Hospital! Socialist
Outlook sellers meet
11am Southwark Park,
Gomm Road Bermondsey

RMT campalgn for a Demo-
cratic Union meeting 12.30
BR Association Club Pic-
cadilly Station Manchester

Monday 28

A prospect of peace in the
North of Ireland? Socialist
Outlook public forum with
Liam MacUaid 7.30pm Un-
ion Club Pershore Road
Selly Park Birmingham

Tuesday 29

TOWER Hamlets 6 Defence
Campaign picket 9.30am
Thames Magistrates Court
Bow Road

EXTENDING Universal
Benefits Open meeting of
the Socialist Campaign
Group of Labour MP’s with
Prof. Peter Townsend

7pm Committee Room C

1 Parliament St London

Wednesday 30

ANGOLA Emergency |
Campaign Lobby of Parlia-
ment 7pm Room booked in
the name of Bob Hughes MP
details: 071 387 6771

Thursday 31

DEFEND Cuba! Public
meeting and slide show
with Cuban First Secretary
Manuel Vinas 7.30pm

0ld White Horse 261 Brix-
ton Rd SW9 Brixton tube

APRIL
Tuesday

" DEMONSTRATE against the

Child Support Act at CSA re-

gional offices in Dudley, Ply-
mouth, Hastings, Birkinhead
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and Millbank, central London

Saturday 9

COMMUNITIES of resis-
tance against racism and
fascism national rally
1-5pm Pakistani Commu-
nity Centre Stockport Road
Longsight Manchester

Monday 11

WHAT’S in South African
elections for black workers?
Socialist Qutlook public fo-
rum with veteran South Afri-
can revolutionary Charlie van
Gelderen 7.30pm

Union Club Pershore Road
Selly Park Birmingham

Mon 11-Thu 14

NATIONAL Union of Stu-
dents conference Winter
Gardens Blackpool

Saturday 16

CAMPAIGN Against the Child
Support Act national confer-
ence 10am-6pm

Kingsway College Sidmouth
Street off Grays Inn Road
Kings Cross WC1

details PO Box 287 NW6 50U

END THE Blockade:

Cuba Solidarity Campaign
day school Conway Hall
Red Lion Square WC1

Sunday 1/

BERT JANSCH plays benefit

for campaign against M11
link 7.30pm Heathcote Arms
Grove Green Road
Leytonstone E11 £4.50/£2
details 081 527 9857

Friday 21

CAMPAIGN Against the
Arms Trade Candlelight
Concert 7.30pm St Martin-
in-the-fields Trafalgar
Square Tickets £12/£9/£6
from 071 930 0089

Sunday 24

MOZAMBIQUE Angola Com-
mittee AGM 11am - 3pm
BDAF 22 The lvories 6-8

Northampton St Islington N1
tube: Highbury & Islington

Tuesday 26

LOBBY of British Aero-
space AGM Marriot Hotel
Grosvenor Square W1

Thursday 28

MARCH to commemorate In-
ternational Workers Memo-
rial Day 12.00 Euston Station
to Parliament

details Construction Safety
Campaign 071 537 7220

CAMPAIGN Against Haz-
ards In London meeting
2.30pm - 6.30pm Church
House Dean’s Yard off
Great Smith Street details
071 226 5436

LOBBY of Parliament against
deregulation 2.30pm -
7.30pm

Sat 30

LIBERATION! editorial
meeting 11am sharp
South Manchester

LEEDS TUC May Day march
and rally 11.30am assembie
outside the art gallery

MAY
Saturday 7

GERMANY’S role in
Europe: day-long seminar
with Peter Gowan (New
Left Review), Colin Meade
(Socialist Outlook) and Gun-
ter Minnerup & Gus Fagan
(Labour Focus on Eastern
Europe). Details: Peter on
071 607 2789

Wednesday 11

ANGOLA Emergency
Campaign Lobby of Parlia-
ment 7pm Committee room
hooked in the name of Bob
Hughes MP

Details: 071 387 6771

Sat 21

NATIONAL free speech day
- picket your local McDon-

Fourth International consolidates publications

Spanning the world

By Duncan Chapple

THE FOURTH International
is consolidating its system of

publications.

Crmque Communiste, the
magazine of the LCR in France,
has been merged with Qua-
trieme Internationale, the an-
nual French-language review of
the FI. The new large-format,
perfect-bound quarterly journal
is called Critigue Communiste.

The final issue of Interna-
tional Marxist Review inits’ old
review format comes off the

press this week.
Entitled “Capitalism’s new
economic order — restructuring

the labour process”, the bar-
gain-priced 144-page book 1n-
clude Claude Gabriel, Andy
Kilmister and Eugenio Preo on
globalisation, ‘lean production’
and New Management tech-
niques. It is available for just
£2.50, plus 60p for p&p from
Socialist Outlook.

International Viewpoint, the
impressive monthly review of
the Fourth International, is al-
ready showing the benefits of
more resources.

Enhanced graphic design,
shorter time between copy dates
and delivery and a new nine-
country network of circulation
representatives add to a UK
price cut to make the glossy re-

view even better value.

 Regular readers already
know about our combined 1ntro-
ductory offer on Socialist Out-
look and International
Viewpoint.

As part of drive to increase
the readership of the in-depth
magazine in Britain, the special
£25 price is now to be continued
after the first year and 1s open to
those who pay in other ways
than direct debit.

This will allow a major ex-
pansion in the circulation of In-
ternational Viewpoint. Direct
debit subscribers will get a free
copy of Erest Mandel’s “Falla-
cies of State Capitalism”.

A reduced rate has been in-
troduced in Britain for students.

The French-language edition —

Inprecor — - has successfully
Operated a reduced-rate student
price for some time.

Many students are eager to
read participatory accounts,
from activists in dozens of
countries, given in the maga-
zine. For only £13 students can
now get the review express-
mailed to their door direct from
Paris every month for a year.

In the Autumn, campaigning
for subscriptions will be stepped
up amongst students, and also
among current and past readers
of Fourth Internationalist publi-
cations in Britain.

Special mailings are being
prepared for past subscribers
and for sympathisers in Britain
of the Fourth International.

ald’s details London Green-

peace 5 Caledonian Road
N19DX |

Saturday 28

ANT] NAZ| League Carnival
march from Kennington Park
to carnival in Brockwell Park
South London Note venue
changed again

JUNE
Saturday 4

DEMONSTRATE to close
down Campsfield
Kidlington, Oxford

Saturday 11

FIGHT for Full Employment!
Socialist Campaign Group
Supporters Network confer-
ence Manchester

details: 19 Mooriands Avenue
L eeds LS5 1AP

Wednesday 22

- ANGOLA Emergency Cam-

paign Lobby of Parliament
7pm Committee room
booked in the name of
Bob Hughes MP

details: 071 387 6771

Saturday 25

ANTI-Apartheid Movement
Extraordinary General Meet-

Ing
JULY
Fri 22 - Fri 29

INTERNATIONAL Youth
Summer Camp Tuscany
Italy leaflets/details from
Liberation!, PO Box 1109,
London N4 2UU

NOTICE

SOCIALIST Outlook will be

sk:ppmg a week to avoid
going to press on the Eas-
ter and May Day bank
holidays. Issue 60 will be
dated Saturday 16 April
and we’ll be back forl-
nightly from then.

The press reorganisation has
also been reflected in increased
interest in publications of the
Amsterdam-based Interna-
tional Institute for Research and
Education.

A new anthology —
“Women’s Lives in the New
Global Economy” — elabo-
rates themes touched on in the

new International Marxist Re-

view. Penny Duggan and
Heather Dashner introduce the
substantial dossier by demon-
strating how feminist and work-
ers’ struggles can re-assert

~women’s right to decide their

future.

The anthology is available
for £5 including p&p from So-
cialist Outlook .




By Alan Thomett

THE SECOND, European
wide, International Workers

Aid convoy to Tuzia in cen-
tral Bosnia is on target to go
through in early April.

Despite the current reaction-

International Workers Aid

heads back to Tuzla

ary deal being pushed by the
USA for the partition and can-
tonisation of Bosnia along eth-
nically cleansed lines, Bosnia

Bosnia deal

won’t bring

Jeace

THE OLD Ottoman bridge in
Mostar stood for over four
centuries. It survived over 30
earthquakes and numerous
wars. It was finally destroyed
by the shells of the Croat HVO.
Now a fragile footbridge, that
only the bravest can cross, has
been installed in its place.

This new bridge across the
Neretva is a fitting symbol of the
accords for a Muslim-Croat fed-
eration: a timid hope but perhaps
also a new trap designed to snare
the weakest.

The way in which the Croat-
Muslim federation is being
formed greatly suits the national-
ist parties. Non-nationalist and
secular parties such as those who
run Tuzla, risk being marginal-
Ised.

If the nationalist parties remain
in charge there will be new forms
of ethnic partition of Bosnia-Her-
cegovina with a federation split
into cantons which will be emp-
tied of their minorities.

There will also be a Serb Re-

public of Bosnia where ethnic

cleansing will continue. it is re-
ported that in Banja Luka there
has been no let-up in ethnic

- cleansing.

The Basler Zeitung of Decem-

“ber 2 reported they have eye-wit-

ness accounts of three camps,

Pnnted by Tndant Press Edenbndge Publlshed by Idelrare Ltd, PO Box 1 109 London N4 2UU Co
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each with about two thousand de-
tainees, still in operation.
Some opposition to this new
partition of Bosnia-Hercegovina
is beginning to emerge. Seven
hundred inhabitants of Sarajevo
demonstrated against partition
and for the right to live together.
On March 19, at the initiative of
the Student Coordination Against
Ethnic Cleansing, demonstra-
tions and meetings were held in

 at least 13 major cities in Europe.

Students from Belgrade, Zagreb
and Pristina (Kosovo) took part.

Belgrade struggle

When a delegation from the

Coordination went to Belgrade

they were met with: complaints
from Serbian students that they
had been abandoned internation-
ally, even though they had been
fighting against the Serbian re-
gime for several years.

Activities were also organised
in the United States, Moscow and
Israel. In Jerusalem Jews and Ar-
abs demonstrated together
against the ethnic partition of
Bosnia-Hercegovina. In Paris
over a thousand demonstrators
took part in a demonstration.
These are important beginnings
that we have to build on.

The trams may be running
again in Sarajevo, even along
Sniper Alley, but the proposed
Croat-Muslim federation is no
solution.

eeeeeee

is still fighting for its existence
against the Serbs.

It is still cut off from the out-
side world apart from inade-
quate UN convoys and the
slender link of the Southern
route.

Despite TV images of extra -
UN convoys getting through
since the Bosnian-Croat cease-
fire little has changed in cen-
tral Bosnia, where both
resistance to Serlrattacks and
desperate need of the bare es-
sentials of life continues.

The need for the aid and for

the international working class

solidarity represented by IWA,
with a people and working
class fighting for its exisience,
remains in full force.

Office and warehouse facili-
ties have been established in
the southern port of Split in
preparation for 20 - 25 lorries
from campaigns in six or seven
European countries which will
arrive there by April 7.

Specialised lorries have
heen purchased for the journey
through the Southern route

over the mountains and into
the Tuzia region.
In fact IWA intends to step
- up its aid shipments, particu-
larly its bread programme,
with a ‘rolling convoy’ over the
next few months.

Tuzla unions
Lorries from campaigns in

' several countries will make re-

peated journeys to Split whilst
specialised lorries take the aid
through to Tuzla, and deliver it
to the trade unions who will
hand it to individual families.

The campaign in Britain
sends a lorry from London on
this stage on 2 April to link up
with the campaign in France
and then travel to Split.

The lorry has to be filled
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with aid over the next ten days.

The priority is for basis
foods particularly flour, sugar
and cooking oil for the bread
programme.

- Other basic foods can he
considered but cultural differ-
ence need to be remembered.

Clothing is a low priority

INTERNATIONAL
WORKERS AID

ANl money collected for
International Workers Aid and
iits projects should be sent fo:
IWA, PO Box 30,
LONDON SE15 SEP.

with the exception of new chil-

dren’s clothing which is a part

of the women’s appeal.

® Donations and informa-

-tion: IWA Britain 12-14

Thornton Street London

SW9 OBL Tel 071 978 8622.

H IWA International office:
Box 6507, 11383, Stock-

holm, Sweden. Tel 08/612
12 48. Fax 08/673 03 45.1.

' Should newspapers take sides?

.abe?#érv'gc

Over the last year our articles have been repub-
lished in Spain, Denmark, New Zealand, Germany,
the United States, France, Australia — but our
subscribers got them first.

And for UK subscribers, a combined subscrip-
tion with International Viewpaint costs just £25!

Subscription rates

For one year - 24 issues: Surface rate: Britain
£17; rest of the world £22. Air mail; Australasia,
Japan, China £38, rest of the world £30.

For six months - 12 issues: Surface rate: Brit-
ain £9; rest of the world £12. Air mail: Australasia,
Japan, China £20, rest of the world £16.

- Make cheques payable to Socmltst Outlook
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B WE THINK S0O! Socialist Outlook is the

§ world’s best selling marxist fortnightly. Fund.

g Subscribing gives you more than high Name._

" quality news and analysis. | Address
theorys+practice, our occasional in-depth re-

B view, and Liberation!, the red, green and feminist

§ Yyouth quarterly, add to excellentinternationaland 5 Sst Code

I labour movement coverage that we are well

SEND TO: Subs, PO Box 1109, London, N4 2UU.
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