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RUSSIA: western

plans go awry

SOUTH AFRICA: WOSA
puts down a marker

FRENCH youth fight pay cuts.
STUDENT unions in crisis

BOSNIA: New convoy to Tuzla
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ALL OVER Britain the Tory NHS reforms
are driving hospitals into crisis and closure.

uy’s Hospital in London is just the
highest profile victim of a wave of closures
now also threatening Birmingham,
Newcastle, Manchester, Sheffield,
Liverpool,Bristol, Cardiff, Glasgow,
Edinburgh, and other cities.

cven where hospitals stay open, cash for
routine treatment is running out. In
Redbridge and Waltham Forest in north
east London, there is no money to buy any
waiting list treatment at all for local people
during 1994-5. Local Trust hospitals have
been plunged into financial crisis.

Health workers are fighting back. At Guy’s.
unions have linked with consultants and
yith the local community to build a joint
campaign.

But unions have been painfully slow to act.
despite the threat to thousands of jobs.
The fight must be stepped up, with strikes
and occupations called where necessary to
defend threatened beds and wards.

Time is running out. Get active. Defend
our NHS!
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Jailed
asylum
seekers
protest

AT THIS moment,
hundreds of people
seeking political asylum
are on hunger strike in
Home office ‘detention
centres’ and other

prisons in England.

On Friday 11 March
some 130 joined about ten
already on hunger strike
since the previous Monday
at Campsfield House, the
new 200-place detention
centre at Kidlington, Ox-
tord run by Group 4.

About 70 are on strike at
Haslar prison, Portsmouth.
Almost all are from Africa
and Asia. They have heen -
held for months - some
over a year — without
charge or time {imit, on the
decision of individual immi-
gration officers.

' They demand to he free
while their asylum applica-
tions are considered.

The government is trying
to break the sirike by mov-
ing strikers from prison to
prison, by threats of depor-
tation and confining them
to their rooms. |

Detainees are suppos-
| edly allowed free associa-

tion. But they report
force-feeding and other vio-
lence by immigration offi-
cers and Group 4 men.
Campsfield and Har-
mondsworth are profit-mak-
ing enterprises.

Three times as many
asylum seekers, 720 last
month, are being detained
than a year ago.

It is part of an agree-
ment made in secret by
Europe’s governments.

Labour’s Graham Allen
MP has cailed for an in-
guiry. Instead he should
call to end to all immigra-
tion laws and detention
centres.

B CLOSE CAMPSFIELD
demonstration,
Saturday June 4,
Kidlington. near Oxford.

Build on TUC

By Nigel Fisher
and Charlie
Langford

THE MARCH 19 TUC dem-
onstration in Tower Hamlets
shows the way forward for

the anti-racist movement.
With 60,000 people and
countless trade union banners it
was a magnificent show of soli-
darity with the black community
of the East End. The fascists of
the BNP and racists generally
have had notice served on them
that they will meet a united re-

'sponse from the trade union and

anti-racist movement,
Anti-racists are still con-

fronted with a huge struggle to

combat racism in all its guises.

The immigration laws jail
asylum seekers or prevent them
from escaping from oppression.
The police still criminalise black
youth. - |

Racists are still attacking
black people on the street and in
their homes. Black people still
face discrimination in housing,
education and jobs. They suffer
the worst of the bosses onslaught
whilst at the same time are made
the scapegoats for the crisis the
bosses have created.

It is now far easier to take up
anti-racism within trade unions,
and to challenge the inbuilt ra-
cism of the labour movement.
With lIabour movement input, it
will be far harder for the petty
sectarians of the ANL and ARA
to feud about primacy in the
movement. |

It is now important to keep up
the momentum. In May and June
there will be local and Euro elec-
tions. The Tories are likely to do
badly in both. We need to turn
the anti-Tory mood into an effec-
tive fight. The only way to do this
1s to support the Labour Party.

Of course the trade union
leaders will want to control and
divert anti-racist activity, but last
Saturday’s demonstration was
by trade union members rather

their leadership.

This needs to be built upon to
ensure a movement based on the
activity of rank and file trade un-
ionists and anti-racists is created.

Breeding ground

Anti-racists and trade union-
ists must put pressure on the
trade union leaders and Labour
Party for policies which really

combat the decaying social con-

ditions which are a breeding
ground for racism and fascism.

Creating new criminal of-
fences is not the way to defeat
racism. Using violence for what-
ever reason 1s already a criminal
offence. -

The problem 1s that the police
force and the courts are thor-
oughly racist. What we need 1s
labour movement solidarity with
all those who defend themselves
from racist attacks.

The Liberals run Tower Ham-

lets council — a council which

refused the TUC demo permis-
sion to meet or disperse from
council property in the borough.

The Tuesday before it also
similarly harassed an NUT demo
against racist cuts in section 11
funding (for specific educational
provision for school students
who do not have English as a first
language).

The ruling Liberal councillors
have been under (totally ineffec-
tive) investigation for racism by
the national Liberal party since
the election of a BNP councillor
in the Isle of Dogs last October.

The disgrace of Tower Ham-
lets council shows why the Lib-
erals will never be able to combat
racism effectively. The TUC was
right not to permit Paddy Ash-
down to address the demonstra-

What we need is

labour movement
solidarity with all

those who defend
themselves from

racist attacks.

demonstration!

tion.

There is a fascist grouping
within the European parliament.
The BNP have an ambition to
become the British wing of that
grouping. So far they have been
prevented mainly by the British
Tories being so right-wing that

there is little political space fora

fascist party to operate.

With the downturn in Tory
fortunes that factor is now less
powerful and it is likely that we

will see a major push by the BNP ioyea

in the forthcoming elections.
Tory policies have opened the
way for racism and for the fas-
“cists. The situation in Bosnia
shows where this road leads.
This makes the actions of the

Labour Party and trade unions
critical.

They need to throw their full
weight into the fight against ra-
cism and fascism. |

They need to lead the fight for
full employment, decent pay for
all, proper housing, education
and healthcare. There 1s no alter-
native.

by Graham

Smaliwood

At the recent AGM of Leeds
Campaign group the initiative
was taken, at the suggestion
of Socialist Outlook and So-
cialist Organiser supporters
to organise a public meeting
to co-ordinate activities
around the March 19 TUC
demonstration.

The public meeting, although
relatively small represented a
significant step forward.

Activists from the ARA, ANL,
YRE and AFA along with social-
ists and trade unionists dis-
cussed the best ways of building

the demonstration and working
together tocally.

Between 20 and 30 activists,
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Unity in Leeds

from the different campaigns,
came together to distribute
thousands of leaflets. It is hoped
that after the demonstration we

can continue to work together
~and perhaps establish a more
permanent framework.

Pulling out

“Unfortunately after contribut-
ing to the first meeting the SWP
seem to have taken the decision
to pull out of any joint activities.

At a recent SWP public meet-
ing on racism with Tony Cliff
Socialist Outlook and Socialist
Organiser supporters were told
they would not be allowed into
the meeting. |

It is hoped that the local SWP

' branch change their attitude and

play a positive part in the joint
fight against racism and fas-
cism.

AT | Ay 4y — . — —



Stop TUC

“collaboration
with Tories!
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5,000 SHEFFIELD council workers
have given a good example of how to

fight the Tory anti-union laws.

Confronted with a choice of more
wage cuts or massive redundancies at the
hands of a Labour council which last year
slashed their pay, they held an angry
2,500-strong meeting — and voted there

‘and then for a one-day strike.

Officially disowned by union officials
petrified that they might see their funds
sequestered under the draconian Tory
anti-unton laws, strikers produced a defi-
ant leaflet slamming those Labour coun-
cillors who had denounced their strike as
illegal:

“The decision of a members’ meeting
of over 2,000 people on March 8 may be
contrary to the Tories’ anti union legisla-
tion — so what?

“We will not passively accept a dete-
rioration in council service.”

This show of defiance follows the un-
official strikes by three branches of the
college lecturers’ union NATFHE, after
Appeal Court judges had ruled that the
union’s ballot and March 1 strike call
were unlawful.

Longer hours '

The NATFHE action was called to
oppose brutal new contracts to take effect
trom April 1, imposing longer hours, re-
- duced holidays and ‘flexible’ working. In
other words, the anti-union laws are now
being used in earnest for their prime pur-
pose — driving down the pay and condi-
tions of the working class.

Already successive waves of legisla-
‘tion have outlawed solidarity action and
mass picketing, leaving strikes like Burn-
salls isolated, and been used to sequester
- the entire assets of the NUM. But now an
even more comprehenstve net of legisla-
tion threatens to ensnare unions, aimed at
preventing strikes ever being called.

The NATFHE leaders, disregarding
their own 62% ballot vote for action,
“meekly buckled before the court threats,
it 1s becoming increasingly clear that de-
fiance of the law is ultimately the only
answer.,

Lambeth call to defend

LAMBETH Trades Council
has called a conference for
- April 23 arising from the
NATFHE judgement.

Under the slogan ‘Fight for
the Right to Strike’, the confer-
ence seeks to bring together
as many trade unionists as
possible from across London
to debate the way forward.

As the promotional leaflet
points out:
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“According to the Tory
judges, if a union’s member-
ship details have more than
ten inaccuracies, then any bal-
lot is unlawful.

Under these conditions,
strike action is virtually impos-
sible, and now that the gov-
ernment is funding any Tom
Dick or Harry’s court action
against such ‘unlawiul ac-
tions’, no trade union or shop
floor activist is safe from the

>
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The legislation is almost impossible
for unions to comply with. According to
the Court of Appeal, the ballot stepped
outside the rules by failing to notify col-
lege bosses of the individual names of
every union member entitled to vote. One
judge said the union records must be
accurate to “within the number of fingers

on two hands”.
But NATFHE has 50,000 members.

There 1s scarcely a union in the country,

other than a minority in workplaces
where all members pay contributions by

check-off, which could not fall foul of
‘this ruling, no matter how big the major-

ity vote for action or how democratic the

‘ballot.

These latest obstacles to the right to
strike follow on the new laws which

-oblige union members to ‘sign up’ every

three years for direct deduction of contri-
butions (the DOCAS system), while al-

lowing employers to refuse this facility.

- Pulling out

Already some unions are facing mas-
sive loss of membership as a result, with
increasing numbers of employers, in-
cluding NHS Trusts, announcing that
they will pull out of DOCAS.

The trust of Tory policy has always
been quite explicit — to smash unions and
drive down wages. Kenneth Clarke at the
recent G7 meeting in Chicago boasted

courts.”

fighting back.
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Speakers will include a
rank and file activist involved
in the unofficial Tube strikes.
Credentials £1 from TURC,
12/14 Thornton St, London
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that the comerstone of Tory hopes of
economic recovery was ‘deregulation’ —

‘imposing legal shackles on unions while

encouraging employers to smash through
any remaining legislative protection for
workers. British anti- union laws are
more draconian than in almost any mod-
ern bourgeois democracy.

~ Wages councils

Major’s gang have scrapped the wages
councils which once guaranteed mini-
muim pay to the most exploited; they have
only just been overruled by the courts
after years of opposing equal pay for
part-time staff; and they are now at log-
gerheads with the European Union over
their opposition to restrictions on child
labour and the hours worked by school-
age teenagers. |
. Ignoring all these facts, the TUC
which has retreated down the line since
the first anti-union laws in 1980, clings
on the the belief that there is some mil
age in talks with the Tories. |

On March 3, Treasury Minister
Stephen Dorrell was welcomed into Con-
gress House to speak to 300 union leaders
and reps, spelling out his insistence that
any public sector pay rises had to be
earned through job-cutting ‘efficiency’.
He has been invited to address civil serv-
ice unions on March 22.

On March 9, Liberal Democrat cam-

The conference, scheduled p3 % -

for 9.30am to 1pm on Satur- ‘ e
day April 23, will discussthe |
legal implications of the new §i
situation and debate waysof |

als
b
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paigns organiser Des Wilson was ap-
pomnted as the head of campaigning for

the TUC. The next day, TUC leader John

Monks was invited by Tory ministers to
join talks on how to restore shattered
trade links with Malaysia.

Spotting more signs of weakness, on
March 17 Employment Secretary David
Hunt made what BBC commentators de-
scribed as a ‘conciliatory’ speech wel-
coming the TUC’s recent reorganisation
and offering a ‘window of opportunity’
for unions to play a positive role in the
success of British industry.

Like Dorrell, Hunt tempered his few
words of ‘conciliation’ — the pledge that
there will be no new anti-union laws be-
fore this parliament — with arrogant de-
mands that the unions break their links
with the Labour Party and ‘leave political
posturing behind’. |

Union branches, regions and this sum-

mer’s conferences must give a prompt

and unequivocal answer: they must back
the example of the Sheffield council
workers, and demand the unions break
off all talks and collaboration with the
Tories, which does nothing but
strengthen the employers.

- Instead unions should synchronise and

mobilise their campaigns and mass action

to defy and break the Tory laws.
Public sector unions must band to-

- gether in a fighting alliance to mash the

pay freeze and defend the welfare state.

Coordinate

The Socialist Movement Trade Union
Committee, which has consistently cam-

paigned to unshackle the unions, can play

a leading role in coordinating the efforts
of the left at this summer’s conferences.
Its April 9 steering committee should

- map out plans to pile pressure on to the

collaborationist union bureaucrats.

With threats of redundancy running
from top to bottom through every indus-
try — including retail, banks and even
telecom management — there can be no
peace or security for workers or their
unions until this hated, discredited,
authoritarian government is defeated.
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By Dave Osler

THE ROW sparked off when
the shadow Chancellor, Gor-
don Brown, claimed that La-
bour’s recent policy
statement, Financing Infra-
structure Investment: Promot-
ing a Partnership Between

Public and Private Finance

(FII), had ‘stolen a march on
the Tories" provided journal-
1sts with rather sexier copy

than the contents did.

It’s a dull subject, perhaps.
Yet Britain 1s crying out for in-
frastructural renewal. Some
5,000 miles of primary roads are
in urgent need of repair.

One sewer pipe in six is more
than 100 years old. If something
1s not done soon, we could quite

literally end up in the brown

stuff. So what is Labour saying?
The document, co-authored
by Brown, employment spokes-
man John Prescott and trade and
industry spokesman Robin
Cook, is poorly presented and
hardly racy reading. |
Its basic proposition is that as
long as any given item of infra-
structure 1s up and running, who
gives a toss who paid for it?
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Co-author John Hescott

“* labour has always based its
economic thinking on what used
to be called the mixed economy.
Prescott developed similar
themes for British Rail during
his stint at transport, with little
ideological flack from the Left.
Labour Keynesians such as
Roger Berry find both good and
bad in the document.

Infrastructure

For their part, the Conserva-
tives have no qualms whatso-
ever about funding major
infrastructural projects, pro-
vided they are in Malaysia and
that there’s a nice little drink in
it for their business buddies.

Even the Bolsheviks’ New

Fighting for

PLANS for the Socialist
Campaign Group Network
(SCGN) conference ‘Fight-
ing for Full Employment -
Socialist Policies for the
21st Century’ are well un-
derway after the meeting
of the National Forum on

March 20.

The conference will be
held at Manchester Town Hall
on June 11 between 11am
and 5.30pm and will open

fascism; the international con-
text; arms conversion and
public ownership; the welfare
state and the trade unions.

The workshops will be fol-
lowed by the final plenary
session which will take report
backs and voting on resolu-
tions.

The national forum also
discussed model resolutions
it will be promoting for La-
bour Party conference.

The SCGN will prioritise

- —

Tory Treasury guru _Bo

Economic Policy conceded the
role of private capital in the
process of socialist construc-
tion. So 1s FII revisionism run
‘rampant or just plain common
sense?

As Prescott rightly remarked,
the document is about account-
ancy, not socialism. Socialists
can be forgiven for asking, why
bother with the Labour Party
when you could join the Insti-
tute of Chartered Accountants
instead?

To secure for the workers, by
hand or by brain, a 49 per cent
stake 1n the Chipping Sodbury
by-pass is now the cutting edge
of Labour’s proposals for mak-
ing good the disrepair wrought
by 15 years of free market van-

The forum also passed two
emergency resolutions. The
first regretted the recent re-
fusal of some Labour MPs to
vote for an equal age of con-
sent at 16 for gay men in line
with current party policy.

It heavily criticised Cam-
paign Group members Bob
Cryer and Bob Parry for their
failure to vote for 16.

The second motion con-
demned the TUC for inviting
Treasury Minister, Stephen
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Labour Iacked even the courage 1o pledge a repeal of Tory VAT on fuel let alone socialist pohc:es

dalism.

While the Tory Right has
tried to paint FII as ‘a new dis-
guise for sin’, the Tory Left
pointedly welcomed it in princi-
ple.

Reaction from the private
sector, from the Federation of
Civil Engineering Contractors
to Alistair Morton, chairman of
both Eurotunnel and the govern-
ment’s Private Finance Initia-
tive, has also
overwhelmingly favourable.

There is more than a grain of
truth in Liberal Democrat
claims that it is now difficult to
slip a treasury bond between the
two major parties on the ques-
tion.

Even from a social demo-
cratic rather than a Marxist light,
Labour’s latest thinking is
astonishingly timid given the
scale of the task at hand.

FII seems to accept the cur-
rent level of public sector invest-
ment as given. Yet in other
places it rightly points out that
the public Sector Borrowing Re-
quirement is an accountancy fic-
tion virtually unknown in other
countries.

Borrowing

If governments can always
borrow more cheaply than pri-
vate companies, as FII rightly
points out, why doesn’t Labour
put its cards on the table and say
it will increase government bor-
rowing to fund essential invest-
ments?

The probable answer is the

treasury team’s ingrained fear of
allowing the media to brand La-

‘bour’s plans as ‘tax and spend’.

full employment

been

Many on the Left are worried
about one sentence in particular:
‘We also see a limited applica-
tion in the provision of private
finance for publicly led projects
in education and health.’

What the advantages are,
other than bolstering-the party’s
private enterprise credentials,
are not spelt out.

Nor are some of the draw-
backs of private sector involve-
ment. Private companies can
and so go bust, especially under
a Government hell-bent on en-
suring a recession a decade.

The extension of London un-
derground’s Jubilee Line to
Docklands was made condi-
tional of £400 million funding
from Olympia and York, devel-
opers of Canary Wharf. Their
spectacular bankruptcy put the
project back years.

But probably the most impor-
tant criticism of FII is that 1t is
devoid of macroeconomic con-
text.

Instead of drawing up an 1so-
lated check-list, plans for re-

building Britain’s crumbling -

infrastructure should form part
of a socialist government’s
wider strategy for generating
full employment. The big pic-
ture has clearly not been thought
through.

And if Labour sticks to its
guns and enforces health and
safety standards and the right to
trade union recognition on Brit-
ain’s building sites, let alone try
to extend social ownership, it
may find that the traditionally
Tory civil engineering and con-
struction firms are not so
friendly after all.

.........

Campa gn Group MP Jeremy Corbyn prepares to show the ﬂag

the slate in June and July.
H Details of the confer-

ence, model resolutions and

information about the net-

with a plenary session setting
the agenda for the day.

There will then be five con-
current workshops on unem-

for the Campaign Group slate
for the NEC to have a ciear po-
litical platform and will be
discussing this with the MPs.

Dorrell to meet with them.
SCGN members in the trade
unions will be taking this
emergency resolution to this

resolutions on full employ-
ment, youth rights, the Child
Suppont Act, public owner-
ship, universal benefits and

ployment and strategies for the Labour Campaign for Les-  round of trade union confer- The forum called on net- work from
full employment and the fol- bian and Gay Rights resolu- ences. work members to plan meet-  SCGN, 3 Blades House,
lowing: the rise of racism and tion.  The forum declded to push ‘"9 and rallies in S“PPQ",O! ..., Kennington London SE11.
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' Red féces In Redbridge as
thousands join the queue

By John Lister,

London Health
Emergency

WAITING list NHS treat-
ment for over 300,000 resi-
dents of north east London
will grind to a halt in April,
as the Redbridge and
Waltham Forest health

authority runs out of money.

The crisis situation spells out
the desperate plight of some
health authorities under the To-
ries’ crazy market system.

The authority faces an end of
year deficit of up to £6 million,
with a further reduction in its
. budget for 1994/5 and in follow-
- ing years as a result of the Tory
health reforms.

Emergencies

The only contracts health
chiefs will place for 1994-5 will
be for emergencies, maternity,
urgent cases, and treating those
waiting over 18 months.

Rocketing _

There will be no elective ad-
missions to Whipps Cross or the
new £70 million King George
Hospital at Goodmayes. Wait-
ing lists at King George’s,
which rose 38% in the three
months to last November, will
rocket upwards.

The cuts mean that Redbridge
Healthcare Trust which runs
King George’s faces a worse fi-
nancial crisis, with a projected
£2.5 million deficit next year.

Already the Trust has axed 35
jobs to save £600,000. Further
cuts seem inevitable.
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To add insult to injury, Red-
bridge residents could find that
while they face a minimum 12
month wait for elective admis-
sion to their brand new local
hospital, patients from neigh-
bouring Barking & Havering
could be admitted before them,
because their health authority
has just increased its contract
with the Redbridge Trust.

Unions at King George’s
have already begun to organise
a campaign of resistance to any
further cuts, while Whipps
Cross has seen consistent strug-
gle against repeated cutbacks by
the crisis- ridden Forest Health-
care Trust.

I
Case exposes collapse
of mental health care

THE BLINKERED
determination of ministers
and NHS chiefs to push
through massive bed
closures in London’s
psychiatric hospitals has
opened the door to

disaster.

The publication of the in-
quiry report on the tragic case
of discharged schizophrenic
Christopher Clunis, who
stabbed a man to death on a
tube platform in December
1992, revealed not only a
catalogue of failure by five dif-
ferent agencies, but a com-
plete absence of any overall
control or chain of responsibil-
ity to ensure that community
care can work.

No matter how many high-
sounding ‘guidelines’ may be
published in response to dis-
asters, the system that has
emerged is a total shambles.

There is no individual or
body with the authority to
compel cash- strapped local
health Trusts, purchasing
authorities, social services
and relevant voluntary groups
{0 sit down and plan out a
comprehensive service.

Instead each of them tends
to seek to balance its books at
the expense of the other, leav-
ing the police to tackle the
problems that can arise when
a potentially violent patient is
left without care or support.
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While the holes in district-
level provision are big
enough, there is no London-
wide strategy for community
care: instead councils
throughout the capital have
been left without the cash to
create a proper infrastructure
of day care and other commu-
nity-based services for people
with mental illness.

The government in 1988
specifically rejected recom-
mendations from Mrs
Thatcher’s advisor Sir Roy
Griffiths that there should be
a minister for Community
Care.

Dodging blame

But Bottomley has aiso re-
fused to accept responsibilily
for the collapse of the frag-
mented and under-resourced
system her government has
put in place, attempting to
shuffie off the blame onto un-
der-funded boroughs.

The inquiry report called
for an increase in provision of
acute mental iliness beds, of
which there is a dire and
chronic shortage in inner Lon-
don, and more secure units
for the treatment of severely
disturbed patients.

Even the Tomlinson Re-
port, proposing drastic cuts in
medical and surgical hospital
beds, called 18 months ago
for an urgent review of the
adequacy of provision of

acute psychiatric admission
beds. This has been ignored.
Instead all Bottomiey now
offers is another £10m for pro-
vision of community-based
services.
London Health Emergency

- has consistently exposed the

lack of proper community-
based psychiatric services to
replace the thousands of men-
tal health beds closed since
1984, and warned of the pres-
sure on acute mental illness
beds in the capital.

information Director John
Lister called for an immediate
injection of cash to tackle the
problem. He said:

“It is a scandal that it takes
a tragedy like this to gain at-
tention for the neglect of men-
fal health services, and the
collapse of the so-called com-
munity care policy. Psychiat-
ric wards all over inner
London are bursting at the
seams, with many showing
beds more than 100% occu-
pied.

“Even now the government
is throwing £6 million into
subsidising new voluntary sec-
tor schemes designed to
close down 150 more mental
health beds in London, while
as this report shows there are
already foo few psychiatric
beds to meet the needs of des-
perately ill patients. Immedi-
ate action is needed to stop
further suffering.”
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How greedy GP
fundholders
hold on to funds

585 fundholding family doctors are expected to share out 2
surplus of £28 million of the cash allocated to them for patient

care last year.

This is the amount left unspent, after an expected £4 million is
returned to regional health authorities, according to figures obtained

by Darlington MP Alan Milburn.

The government has no
power to demand repay-
ment of unspent surpluses
— aithough health minis-
ters insist that the money
cannot be pocketed by the
doctors themselves, and
‘has to be spent on their
practises.

This vast pool of spare
cash has rapidly in-
creased.

Rip-off

The region facing the
biggest rip-off is NE Thames,
where the average fund-holding
GP clung on to more than £1 of
every £6 allocated — a cool
£77,000 per doctor.

These figures fuel growing
criticism of the controversial
system, which gives fundhold-
ing GPs a much more generous
budget per patient than given to
District Health Authorities, but
follows this up with only minimal
monitoring of their performance.

Given the present heaith care costs, Mr Frampton,
I'm alra:«d you can't atford to go on living.

Questions are being asked in

some regions about the appar-
ent link between vast under-
spending by fundholders and the
rapid increase in numbers of
fundholders’ patients admitted
to hospitals as emergencies.

Emergencies bill

Health authorities are re-
quired to pick up the bill for all
residents who receive emer-
gency hospital care, while fund-
holders are supposed to pay
from their budgets for elective
treatment.

The West Midlands Health
Monitoring Unit points out that
Coventry DHA saw a massive
19% increase in emergency ad-
missions from fundholders’ pa-
tients in the first year of the
scheme, against an increase of
just 6.5% from non-fundhold-

- ers. By contrast elective admis-

sions from fundholders
decreased by over 13%, com-
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pared with 2% from non-fund-

holders. |

Of course the more publicised
aspect of fundholding is the
emergence of a ‘two tier’ service
within the NHS, with GPs using
their purchasing power to force
local Trusts to give preferential
treatment to their patients,
ahead of others in the queue.

Fast-track

A recent BMA survey of 173
hospitals showed that 73 of
them were offering preferential
services to fundholders’ pa-
tients: 41 were offering ‘fast-

- track’, more rapid admission.

But this claimed ‘advantage’
for the patients of fund-holders
could soon be wiped out by gov-
ernment proposals to make af/
GPs fundholders.

Precisely how such a chaotic
system could operate alongside
District Health Authorities, and
with every fundholder trying to
score an advantage over every
other, has not been explained.

Not everyone can jump the
queue at once!

For a FREE copy of
Health Emergency
.. -hewspaper. send 25p
stamp and your name
and address to LHE. 446,
Uxbridge Rd. London
W12 ONS

oy T




SOCIALIST OUTLOOK No. 59, 26 March 1994, Page 6

UNISON Local Government Conference

- gloom

TRADE UNION NEWS

By Doug Thorpe

Islington UNISON
‘A’ Branch

DELEGATES attending the
first local government con-
ference of UNISON on
March 4 could be forgiven
for feeling like extras on a

film set.

National paid officials
clearly saw the conference
more as a cross between an ex-
ercise in crowd control and a

sound check rather than a pol-

icy making meeting.

This was the first significant
national conference in UNI-
SON since the merger of
NALGO, NUPE and COHSE.
To ex-NALGO delegates the
differences quickly became ap-
parent.

There were far fewer paper
sellers outside the doors reflect-
ing the reduction in numbers of
delegates from left organisa-
tions. Inside there was much
more rigid control , no stalls
from political groups, and no
leafletting allowed.

Even requests for printing or
distribution had to be approved
by the standing orders commat-
tee under the “guidance” of the
ubiquitous Roger Poole, whom
many of us had last seen on our
television screens selling out
the ambulance workers a few
years ago.

It wasn’t long before cracks
began to appear in the veneer of
efficiency. Towards the end of
the first day the management of
proceedings degenerated mto
farce as it became apparent that
the voting figures allocated to
branches bore norelationship to
real membership. |

Delegates poured up to the
rostrum to protest at wrong fig-
ures, as much as 2,000 votes out
in one branch, and the confer-
ence had to be adjourned in the
middle of the first card vote.

The next day officials
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Why we d

- By Geoff Ryan, 48pp

Send £2.10p (inc p&p) to Socialist Outlook,
PO Box 1109, London N4 200

brazened it out and insisted the
numbers could not be changed.
The results of subsequent card
votes, particularly the closer
ones including an ammend-
ment deleting the call for a na-
tional ballot for a one day strike,

were clearly of questionable va-

lidity.

The key debate over cuts and
the pay freeze took place on the
second day. Service Group Ex-
ecutive (SGE) succeeded in de-
feating any and all proposals
for specific national strike ac-

tion over cuts, privatisation or
the pay freeze.

On the devastation of local
government by cuts and Com-
pulsory Competitive Tender-
ing, all the SGE had to offer was
the usual balloon-waving cam-
paigning.

While they made much of
their support for a Day of Ac-
(n they resolutely opposed
and defeated a proposal for a
national strike on this day
(whenever it 1s, they couldn’t
give a date).

Promising
- signs in the

~ lesser

They said this would
be illegal and , as Morn-
ing Star supporter Judy
Cotter said for the SGE,
“a kamikaze action that
would destroy our un-
ion.”

If the executive were
bereft of 1deas the chal-
lenge from the left was
not particularly sharp either.
Speeches were not well made
and showed some confusion.

There were some promising
signs amongst the gloom. Al-
though the bureaucracy won all
the crucial votes their margin
of victory was small. The pro-
posal for a national one day
strike got 47% of the vote on a
card vote.

On the final day the Execu-
tive lost a number of votes over
issues and the left
showed some organisation ,
successfully moving the
agenda along to reach motions

“that had been put at the end of
the agenda by the standing or-

ders committee in the hope that
they would not be reached.
One of these motions which

o R
v

was carried calls on the NEC
and political fund conference to
consider removing sponsorship
from UNISON sponsored La-
bour MPs (ie David Blunkett)
who did not vote for the age of
consent to be lowered to 16 for
gay men.

Organise

The crucial issue for the left
is still the need for organisation.
A fringe meeting called under
the heading ‘Building a Fight-
back’ was sponsored by 25
branches and showed a militant
spirit that was absent from the
conference itself.

The organisers (SWP) have
promised a recall meeting for
sponsoring branches but it is
not clear whether they can be

T G
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Jobs and services under threat — but UNIISON chiefs are scared of strikes

persuaded of the need for an
ongoing, democratic structure
as opposed to a series of ad hoc
meetings called by them.

The other strand of organisa-
tion is through a number of re-
gional caucuses that have
formed, most notably the North
East Broad Left and the London
CFDU.

The London CFDU, is sup-
porting an initiative to co-ordi-
nate the regional caucuses at a
national level.

Both of these initiatives are
welcome and preferably can be
drawn together to form one na-
tional left organisation.

For this to happen trust needs
to be built and and past antago-
nisms overcome.

This can only be done on the
basis of democratic structures.

Women’s TUC sees light on

Tory Child Support Act

By an NCU
delegate

IN A MOOD of defiance at this

year's Women’s TUC, dele-

gates decided now is thetime
to fight against the Tories at-
tack on single mothers and to
build the campaign for the re-
peal of the Child Support Act
(CSA).

in a very powerful speech

Just Out!

New and updated edition of

MAGEDDON IN

EUROPE
efend multi-ethnic
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Audrey Wise MP, president of
the Union of Shop, Distributive
and Allied Workers (USDAW)
moved the motion on the CSA.
It confirmed ‘total opposition
to any legislation which attacks
carers claiming benefits in any
way, plunges absent parents into
poverty or fails to improve the
situation of the children’.

Punitive

The resolution recognised the
punitive nature of the CSA and
called on the TUC to ‘draw up
proposals which give real sup-
port to children and their carers,
including...the setting of univer-
sal child benefit at a realistic level
which reflects the true cost of
caring for and supporting chil-
dren; the establishment of state
funded, quality, affordable child-
care facilities’. .

This motion represents a big
change — last year’s conference
was split down the middle on the
question. |

There was a growing recogni-
tion that in the name of putting
children and lone parents first
this vicious Tory government

does not care, and that the CSA
represents an ideological attack
on single parents and women in
particular.

Socialist Outlook has always
argued that this is the case and
activists need to build on this
change in mood and take the
campaign into the wider labour
movement.

The Transport and General

Workers Union played avery im-

portant role in organising a
fringe meeting on the CSA. Inthe
context of the International Year
of the Family they have also is-
sued a Single Mothers’ Charter.

Worst record

Despite all the talk about fam-

ily values, the UK has the worst
record in Europe on maternity,
paternity and parental rights and
public sector childcare.

The National Union of Teach-
ers motion, seconded by the
NCU, highlighted the alarm and
anger many women feel at the
way the government has at-
tacked single mothers by linking
them with the rise of crime and

delinquency, school failure and

truancy, and accused them of
being a drain on state funds.

it stressed the hypocrisy of
the government and rejected
completely the myth that single
mothers are irresponsible. It
raised the question of providing
support for single mothers who
wish to go out to work - with a
special emphasis on childcare
provision.

Both the T&G and USDAW
have also highlighted the needto
replace the act with a system of
support that benefits women
and children.

Socialists need to discuss
how to build an effective, united
campaign to repeal the CSA

‘which brings together all those '

who oppose it with the labour
movement. | E
Activists should raise the is-

sue in their unions putting pres-

sure on the TUC General Council
to organise a demonstration. We
should also be pressurising the
Labour Party to do more. |
As a part of this process peo-
ple should build support for the
Conference on the Child Support -
Act taking place in April.
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By Roy Leach,
Secretary

Oxfordshire NUT
(Personal
capacity)

THIS 'EASTER over a thou-
sand delegates will gather at
the NUT annual conference

in Scarborough.

Media attention will, as al-
ways, be focused on this most
political of (teacher) union con-
terences where ‘executive bash-
ing’ has become almost routine.

Unable to win the vote in key
debates the new realist leader-
ship resorted to overturning
conference decisions on the ex-
ecutive where they have an in-
creasmgly tenuous majority.

The results of this year’s ex-
ecutive elections (half the seats
are re-elected each year) offer
the possibility of the long-

awaited breakthrough by the
left.

Even the SWP revoked their
policy of refusing to ‘get their
hands dirty’ and are standing
candidates on the Socialist
Teachers’ Alliance slate and are
likely to see one or two of their
comrades elected.

The conference agenda has
once again been set by the left
with STA motions being priori-
tised for debate in five out of

eight sections of the agenda.

Backing boycott

Last year the conference was
dominated by the SATS issue.
Now, following a second over-
whelming ballot result, General
Secretary Doug McAvoy, with
his eyes set on five more years
as Britain’s top paid union bu-
reaucrat has nailed his colours
to the boycott mast and whipped
the spineless right wing execu-
tive majority into line.

So the key debates will be on
salaries and conditions of serv-
ice. Although the government
has agreed a pay ‘rise’ of 2.9%
for teachers they are not funding
1t.

Mest local authorities, hav-
ing budgeted for less and with
balances depleted by years of
capping induced cuts, have
passed the costs onto school
budgets with little or no extra

tions of service.

Conference will be presented
with the stark choice between
the failed casework and atom-
ised local action strategy of the
executive or a national cam-
paign alongside other public
sector unions.

Recent advice issued by the
‘five teacher associations’
(which includes the scab PAT)
is all about managing redundan-
cies ‘fairly’ and shows that the
new realists have learned noth-
ing from the past 14 years.

The recent High Court deci-
sion against the lecturers union
NATFHE poses a massive
threat to the NUT with its infa-
mous membership computer.

The motion on the anti-union
laws, to be moved by SO sup-
porter Roy Leach, exposes the
complete failure of the union
and the TUC to seriously con-
front the Tories’ laws.

The consequences of this
policy are clear — further shack-
les imposed on unions — yet an
executtve amendment will seek
to maintain the union’s craven
kowtowing to every piece of re-
actionary legislation the Tories
(and judges) can dream up.

Broad but by no means left: NUT General Secretary Doug McAvoy
hopes to ride tide of anger over SATS to win a new term of office.

The executive is seeking to
reverse last year’s decision to
support both the ARA and
ANL, citing the police riot in
Welling as a reason to make
support for the ANL condi-
tional.

Cuts 1n Section 11 funding
threaten thousands of teachers’
jobs {most of them women from
ethnic minorities) and would be
a massive blow to children al-
ready subject to discrimination
and increasingly subject to rac-
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School youth join protests at £4m cuts in school spending by Walsall council

ist abuse and attacks.

Last year’s conference voted
for a national ballot for aboycott.
of appraisal because of its links
with PRP. The leadership’s fail-
ure to implement this decision
will provide yet another clear
example of their lack of fitness
to lead.

There are two left formations
—the STA and the smaller Cam-
paign for a Democratic Fighting
Union. Both are genuine broad
lefts and there are no principled
obstacles to their merger. Yet
this 1s vigorously opposed by
the SWP and a few non-aligned
socialists who argue that this
would represent a shift to the
right and a dilution of socialist
politics within the union.

Democracy

They fail to understand that
the STA is not a united front of
revolutionary marxists but a
genuine broad left in which a
commitment to union democ-
racy, accountability and de-
fence of members’ interests
should be the touchstones of
membership.

The leftinthe NUT is the best
placed of all to create a genuine
class-struggle union and yet the
sectarianism of the SWP threat-
ens this and the hard won gains
of the past years.

As a result an open ‘unity
caucus’ has been formed with
the goal of building a genuine
broad left which can mount the
challenge to the right wing and
new realists that teachers and
the trade union movement so
desperately need.

Re-run call

for UNISON

ballot

A re-run of the ballot for

Regional Convenor, the
senior elected post in the
London Region of UNISON
has been demanded after a
series of irregularities
came to light at the first
meeting of the union’s

London Regional Council.
In the disputed election, left

wing candidate Geoff Martin

tied with Debbie Long, each

receiving 59 votes. But under
the proportional voting system
used, Long won the post on
the basis of more first
preferences.

However it then emerged

that a string of delegates who

would have voted for Geoff
Martin had been denied ballot
papers, with officials claiming
their registration papers must
have been ‘lost in the post’.

Martin, branding the ballot
‘a total shambles’, has now

written to UNISON General Sec-

retary Alan Jinkinson, demand-
ing a fresh ballot.

He and several prominent
left wingers were elected to
the Regional Executive, with
UCH strike leader Candy Udwin
topping the poll.
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Other lively debates are g g
likely around anti-racism, Sec-
tion 11 and performance related
pay (PRP).
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The inevitable consequences
will be redundancies, larger
class sizes and worsened condi-
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Satwinder Bhamra has been falsely imprisoned for 11 yeafs.
anniversary.







